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Lecture  XXI. 

On  the  Symptomt  and  Treatment  of 
Natural  Labours, 

When  the  foetus  has  completed  the  period 
of  its  existence  in  the  uterus,  it  can  Uve  no 
longer  in  the  same  condition,  and  the  great 
nervous  and  muscular  structures  of  the 
organ,  which  have  lain  dormant  during 
pregnancy,  are  suddenly  roused  into  action 
in  consequence  of  the  stimulus  imparted  to 
them  by  the  mature  foetus,  and  the  whole 
contents  of  the  uterus  are  expelled.  This 
process,  which  is  always  attended  with  pun 
and  danger,  is  called  labour,  delivery,  or 
parturition!  all  the  varieties  and  com- 
plications of  which  have  been  arranged  by 
Smellie  and  Denman  in  a  regular  systematic 
manner,  under  the  four  following  heads : — 

1.  Natural  labour,  in  which  the  head  of 
the  foetus  presents  or  comes  first ;  and  the 
delivery  is  accomplished  in  twenty-four 
hours,  by  the  natural  contractions  of  the 
uterus  and  the  assistance  commonly  given. 

2.  Lingering,  tedious,  protracted,  and 
difficult  labour,  in  which  the  head  of  the 
foetus  likewise  presents,  but  the  labour 
continues  upwards  of  twenty-four  hoars, 
and  some  unusual  assistance  is  required. 
Irregular  uterine  action,  nervous  exhaus- 
tion, rigidity  of  the  parts,  cicatrices  of  the 
vagina,  tumors  of  various  kinds  within  the 
pelvis,  and  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  and  un- 
favourable position,  or  unusual  size  of  the 
fuetal  head,  aiie  the  most  common  causes  of 


the  difficulty  experienced  in  the  cases  re- 
ferred to  this  dass,  and  which  terminate 
either  without  manual  or  instrumental  as- 
sistance after  unusual  suffering,  or  by  the 
employment  of  the  forceps  or  perforator. 

3.  Preternatural  labour,  where  the  nates, 
the  inferior  or  superior  extremities,  present ; 
or  tiie  umbilical  cord  is  prolapsed ;  or  there 
is  a  plurality  of  children. 

4.  Complicated  labour,  in  which  some 
dangerous  accident  occurs,  unconnected  with 
the  presentation  of  the  foetus:  as  uterine 
heemorrhage,  retention  of  the  placenta,  in- 
version or  rupture  of  the  uterus,  puerperal 
convulsions. 

This  classification  of  labours  is  both  natu- 
Itl  and  artificial ;  and  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses it  is  the  best  which  has  yet  been  pro- 
posed. 

!•  Of  the   Symptoms   and   TVeatment  qf 
Natural  Labour, 

In  natural  labour  the  head  of  the  foetus 
presents,  and  the  delivery  is  generally  com- 
pleted in  twenty-four  hours,  and  no  artifi- 
cial assistance  is  required.  In  every  case 
the  OS  uteri,  vagina,  and  external  parts,  are 
dilated,  the  membranes  ruptured,  the  child 
expelled,  and  the  placenta  and  membranes 
separated  and  forced  from  the  uterus.  The 
dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  rupture  of  the 
membranes,  and  escape  of  the  liquor  amnii, 
take  place  in  the  first  stage  of  labour.  When 
the  08  uteri  is  fully  dilated,  and  the  head 
has  passed  through  the  os  uteri,  the  first  stage 
of  labour  is  completed.  The  entire  expul- 
sion of  the  head,  trunk,  and  extremities  of 
the  child,  is  effected  in  the  second  stage  of 
labour  ;  and  in  the  third  sta^e  the  pla- 
centa and  membranes  are  detached  from  the 
inner  surface  of  the  uterus,  and  completely 
expelled  both  from  the  uterus  and  vagina. 
In  the  greater  number  of  cases,  before  the 
first  stage  of  laboux  V»a&\iw«w\\J\'^  ^^wsv^^^^. 
tkie  fiecoikdL\A&  c»\s«fi«oRfc^  %xAxksA&  *^%^ 
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Pio.  1  TtpTttenlt  the 


Tat  MTeral  dtji  before  labonc  nipcr- 
Tnw«  tliere  ire  often  certain  lymptomi  ob- 
•erred  which  hiTc  been  called  the  precor' 
•017  or  premanitDrj  (jmptoiiu  of  Uboor. 
The  firat  and  moat  ■trikiog  of  theM  ii  a 
mbaidenee  or  inking  djwa  of  the  utenu, 
He  rpip*tric  region,  in  coDKqnence  of 
thii,  becomei  lua  iliatcDded ,  reapiration  ii 
performed  with  greater  eaie,  and  the  patient 
neli  hcraeir  more  eomfartable,  and  more 
difjfotrd  and  able  to  exert  benelf  than  ahe 
bad  been  for  aome  time  before.  Tbii  nnk- 
ing  donn  of  the  uterni  la  not  from  a  m«cha- 
nlcal  ciiue,  but  from  relaxation  ottheparta, 
■nd  ii  oftea  obacrred  in  Ibe  lower  fi'iT'li 
befon  paitori  lion. 

A  aenaalioD  of  weight  in  the  inferior  part 
of  the  p«l*Li  aod  in  the  region  of  the  nte- 
nu,  and  irritation  of  the  bladder  and  rec- 
tom,  often  ae  company  thii  aubaldence  of  the 
-•— .  Not  onlj  do  the  parti  become  eoft 
■d,  but  in  aume  women,  before  anj 


qfthtfirtt  ilegt «/ labour. 


paini  of  labour  are  experienced,  there  it  a 
mncooa  diacliarge  from  the  la^ns  tinged 
with  blood,  arinng  fram  the  dilatation  of 
the  oriAce  of  the  ntema,  and  the  separation 
of  tha  membranei.  Some  women  aaffer  for 
a  weeV  or  more  before  labour  begins  from 
ilecpletilesa  at  night,  irrtgaliT  pains  about 
tbe  Dtenia,  and  a  peculiar  nervoua  irritabi- 
lity. Some  have  at  the  Brat  a  aharp  pain  or 
uterine  contraction,  Id  a  few  bouri  another, 
and  a  f^w  more  after  long  iDterrala  ;  whilst 
in  othera  without  pains  the  membianea  are 
rnptared,  and  tbe  liquor  amnu  escapra. 
Theae  pains  are  aomctimes  experienced  fif- 
teen or  Iwenlj  hours  before  the  commence- 
ment of  regular  uterine  action.  They  are 
then  slight,  produce  little  effect  upon  the 
constitution,  and  come  at  interrala  of  ■ 
quarter  or  half  an  hour,  the  interrals  giada- 
altj  becoming  ihorter,  and  the  uterine  eon- 
tnctjona  atroDger.  Daring  these  periodical 
paint  the  oa  uteri  ia  opened,  and  it*  margin 
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becomes  tense  and  stretched,  aad  a  alight  ment  of  labour ;  in  others  thick,  ri^d,  high 

degree  of  pressure  is  felt  on  the  extremitf  oi  up,  and  inclined  backward  or  laterally, 
the  fingeo  if  an  examination  be  made.     As         In  the  second  stage  of  labour  the  same 

soon  as  the  pain  or  uterine  contraction  sub-  phenomena  are  observed  as  in  the  first,  but 

sides,  this  state  of  tension  or  stretching  of  in   a    much   more    striking   degree.      The 

the  lips  of  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  ceases,  uterine  contractions  are  much  more  violent, 

and   the  orifice  itself  again   closes.      The  the  patient  fills  the  chest  with  air,  closes  the 

membranes  are  put  upon  the  stretch  also  glottis  to  prevent  its  escape,  involuntarily 

during  the  pains  ;  but  at  first  they  do  not  grasps  any  object  near  her,  and  forcibly  bears 

protrude  through   the  orifice.      Gradually  down.       The    greater    part    of   the    head 

these  pains,  which  are  often  called  cutting  of  the  child  is  now  in  the  cavity  of  the 

or  grinding,  become  more  and  more  severe,  pelvis,  and  it  is  forced  upon  the  perineum 

continue  longer,  recur  at  shorter  intervals,  during  each  pain.     The  head  most  frequently 

and  leave  a  certun  degree  of  uneasiness  lies  obliquely  or  diagonally  in  the  pelvis, 

when  they  are'  absent ;   and  each  pain  is  with  the  occiput  directed  to  the  left  aceta- 

sometimes  preceded  by  a  slight  tremor  or  bulum,  and  the  forehead  to  the  right  sacro- 

shivering  ;  and  sickness,  vomiting,  restless-  iliac  symphysis,  the  vertex  being  the  most 

ness,  impatience,  and  despondency,  are  often  dependent  part.     When  the  membranes  are 

present  during  tiie  whole  of  the  first  stage  ruptured,  the  pressure  upon  the  head,  during 

of  labour.      The  action  of  the  heart  and  the  pain,  causes  the  integuments  to  become 

arteries  becomes  increased,   the  skin  hot,  wrinkled,   the  |)arietal  bones  overlap  one 

and  the  countenance  flushed.     The  tone  of  another,  and,  if  the  external  parts  are  rigid 

the  voice  is  peculiar  in  the  first  stage  of  and  the  labour  is  protracted,  a  tumor  ia 

labour.     As  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  formed  under  the  scalp  from  blood  being 

advances,  the  membranes  enter  into  it  dur-  effused  into  the  ■  loose  cellular  membrane 

ing  each  pain,  and  its  margin  becomes  softer  between  the  bones  and  integuments.     At 

and  thinner,  and  the  head  of  the  child  at  each  succeeding  pain  the  head  presses  against 

the  same  time  usually  passes  down  through  the  parts  at  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  and 

the  brim,  and  occupies  a  considerable  por-  pushes  them    before  it.      The  parts    are 

tion  of  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.      The  os  gradually  dilated,   and,  the  head  turning 

uteri  becomes  at  last  wholly  effaced,  and  the  slightly  round,  the  occiput  is  forced  out 

bead  of  the  infant  passes  through  it  into  the  between  the  labia.    The  perineum  is  carried 

vagina.     In  most  oases  the  membranes  vre  forward  by  tiie  pressure  of  the  head,  and 

now  ruptured,  if  they  have  not  previously  becomes  thin  and  distended.      "When  the 

given  way,  and  the  liquor  amnii  escapes*  pain  subsides  the  head  recedes,   and,  the 

At  other  times  the  membranes  are  not  only  distension  of  the  perineum  being  removed, 

pressed  into  the  vagina,  but  through  its  on-  the  external  parts  resume  their  natural  ap- 

fioe  upon  the  external  parts,  which  they  pearances.     On  the  return  of  pain  the  head 

assist  in  dilating.     After  the  rupture  of  tiie  is  forced  still  lower  down,  the  perineum  is 

membranes  a  short  interval  of  freedom  from  again  put  upon  the  stretch,  and  to  a  still 

pain   often    ensues,  and  then  they  become  greater  degree.     The  anus  projects,  dilates, 

much  more  acute  and  severe,  and  are  ac-  and  the  contents  of  the  rectum  escape.     The 

companied  with  a  strong  desire  to  bear  sufferings  endured  at  this  period  are  usually 

down.     But  there  is  often  great  irregularity  most  intense,  and  the  patient  expresses  the 

in  the  strength,  duration,  and  intervals  of  acuteness  of  her  pangs  by  loud  cries,  snf- 

the  pains.     In  some  women,  without  any  ficient,  sometimes,  to  make  the  ears  ring, 

apparent  cause,   they  disappear  altogether  or  by  deep,  stifled,  or  suppressed  groans.     If 

for  a  considerable  time,  and  sereral  hours  of  we  may  judge  from  appearances,  the  suffering 

sleep  will  follow.     Even  between  the  strong  endured  in  some  cases  of  labour  is  equal  to 

expelling  pains  in  the  second  stage  of  labour  what  is  experienced  by  those  individuals  who 

some  go  to  sleep,  and  the  pains  are  absent  undergo  severe  surgical  operations,  or  have 

for  a  considerable  period.      The  duration  of  the  most  violent  cramps  in  muscular  parts, 

the  first  stage  of  labour  varies  very  much  in  In  other  cases  the  pain  endured  is  trifling, 

different  cases.     In  some  it  is  completed  by  and  of  such  short  duration  that  it  is  soon 

a  few  pains ;  in  others  many  hours  of  se-  forgotten.     At  last,  the  heAd  of  the  child, 

vers  sufibring  is  required  to  effect  the  ex-  greatly  compressed  and  swollen  if  it  is  a  first  , 

pulsion  of  the  head  through  the  os  uteri,  labour,  and  there  is  much  resistance  at  the 

The  dilatation  usually  goes  on  much  more  outlet  of   the  pelvis,    is    partially  forced 

slowly  in  first  than  in  subsequent  labours,  through  the  external  parts,  and   does  not 

and  in  persons  advanced  in  life  than  in  recede   when  the   pains  go   off.      There  is 

thoscf.  who  are  under  thirty  years  of  age.  then  usually  in  no  long  time  a  succession  of 

This  difference  depends  fully  as  much  on  the  strong  expelling  pain  experienced,  accom- 

condition  of  the  os  uteri  as  on  the  strength  panied  with  involuntary  efforts  to  bear  do^nsL^ 

of  the  uterine  contractions.     In  some  it  is  by  which.  \Jlaft  ^txvwcvaa.  \%  ^\x^\sSor^  \»  ^^ss^ 
thin,  soft,  and  dilatable  at  the  comtncnct-    ^teaXftftl  d«^T^^\  ^V.\^^^.'>^.  ^"^ksi^^w*.^^^* 
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uultavitjto  (lie    Uic  cilenul  lurti,  bctare  the  comp 

'    '  .    .        . ..  ■  hna  been  efl"™ 


For  trrml  Anjt   bcTore    Iibmr  mprr-     paiiu  ri 
THM*  thtre  irc  often  cerulD  iTDiptoiiu  ob- 
■enrrd  which  hiTc  been  caOnl  the  pricnt. 
Mfj  or  premonilarj   ijmptam 

The  fint   ud  moal  (Inkiiig  nf  thcM  ii  •     oTUic^ 
ibiiilgnrft  ax  fiakiac  d^wti  <i 
Tlie   qri(m(lric    nfim.   id    cui       _ 
Ibii,  beivnin  Im  dlaundcd,  rrqiinlim  i>    tbr  aim 


<d  lod  ible  lo  nart  W>rlf  Uun  ihe  uul  ■ 

Thi«  "ink-  In  olheri  ■ 

ma  of  Ibc  atrni*  ii  not  from  ■  UMrho.  rvptaird, 

BMue,  boi  (rom  rrlkudon  of  ibe  p«ni.  Thu«  p  ' 

%  often  obMirrd  (n  Ibc  lawn  uriouli  ' 
npB.rtiu1tlon. 

A  ■ailian  of  wriebc  in  Iba  inferior  p«r1  tba  tticbl,   prwdW 

«r  i:ba  pat'i*  >ni)  in  the  nian  uf  tb*  ut*.  nnutitBtioa.   and  J 

rn,  ma  imUtiim  trf  tfar  bUddH'  lod  nv-  qntftrr  <n 
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LECTURES  the  difficulty  experienced  in  the  cases  re- 
ferred to  this  dass,   and  which  terminate 

^^  ^"^  either  without  manual  or  instrumental  as- 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OF  ri»t»nce  «ftcr  unusual  suffering,  or  by  the 

MIDWIFE  R  Y  employment  of  the  forceps  or  perforator. 

'  3.  Preternatural  labour,  where  the  nates. 

Delivered  in  the  Theatre  qfSt.  George's  the  inferior  or  superior  extremities,  present ; 

Hospital,  or  the  umbilical  cord  is  prolapsed ;  or  there 

is  a  plurality  of  children. 

By  Robert  Leb,  M.D.  F.R.S.  4.  Complicated  labour,  in  which  some 

— ^ —  dangerous  accident  occurs,  unconnected  with 

Lecture  XXI.  the  presentation  of  the  foetus :  as  uterine 

haemorrhage,  retention  of  the  placenta,  in- 
On  the  Symptoms  and  Treatment  of  version  or  rupture  of  the  uterus,  puerperal 
Natural  Labours,  convulsions. 
When  the  foetus  has  completed  the  period  ''^  classification  of  labours  is  both  natu- 
of  its  existence  in  the  uterus,  it  can  Uve  no  ^^*^  artificial ;  and  for  all  practical  pur- 
longer  in  the  same  condition,  and  the  great  P®*«"  it  is  the  best  which  has  yet  been  pro- 
nervous  and    muscular  structures  of   the  P^'*^* 

organ,    "«*»»«>    lun   dormant   during  ,    ^^    ^     Symptom,   and  TY^hnent  qf 

pregnancy,  are  suddenly  roused  into  action  -^            Natural  Labour. 
in  consequence  of  the  stimulus  imparted  to 

them  by  the  mature  foetus,  and  the  whole  In  natural  labour  the  head  of  the  foetus 

contents  of  the  uterus  are  expelled.     This  presents,  and  the  delivery  is  generally  com- 

process,  which  is  always  attended  with  pain  pleted  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  no  artifi- 

and  danger,  is  called  labour,  delivery,  or  cial  assbtance  is  required.     In  every  cose 

parturition:   all  the   varieties    and    com-  the  os  uteri,  vagina,  and  external  parts,  are 

plications  of  which  have  been  arranged  by  dilated,  the  membranes  ruptured,  the  child 

Smellie  and  Denman  in  a  regular  systematic  expelled,  and  the  placenta  and  membranes 

manner,  under  the  four  following  heads : —  separated  and  forced  from  the  uterus.     The 

1.  Natural  labour,  in  which  the  head  of  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  rupture  of  the 
the  foetus  presents  or  comes  first ;  and  the  membranes,  and  escape  of  the  liquor  amnii, 
delivery  is  accomplished  in  twenty-four  take  place  in  the  first  stage  of  labour.  When 
hours,  by  the  natural  contractions  of  the  the  os  uteri  is  fully  dilated,  and  the  head 
uterus  and  the  assistance  commonly  given.  has  passed  through  the  os  uteri,  the  first  stage 

2.  Lingering,  tedious,  protracted,  and  of  labour  is  completed.  The  entire  expul* 
difficult  labour,  in  which  the  head  of  the  sion  of  the  head,  trunk,  and  extremities  of 
foetus  likewise  presents,  but  the  labour  the  child,  is  effected  in  the  second  stage  of 
continues  upwards  of  twenty-four  hours,  labour  ;  and  in  the  third  sta^e  the  pla- 
and  some  unusual  assistance  is  required,  centa  and  membranes  are  detached  from  the 
Irregular  uterine  action,  nervous  exhaus-  inner  surface  of  the  uterus,  and  completely 
tion,  rigidity  of  the  parts,  cicatrices  of  the  expelled  both  from  the  uterus  and  vagina, 
vagina,  tumors  of  various  kinds  within  the  In  the  greater  number  of  cases,  before  the 
pelvis,  and  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  and  un-  first  stage  of  labour  has  been  fully  completed 
favourable  position,  or  unujsual  size  of  the  the  second  has  commenced  and  made  some 
foetal  head,  are  the  most  common  causes  of  progress ;  and  it  is  not  unusual  for  the  head 

800.— XXXII.  B 


Fjg.  1  rtprettali  Ihi  progrtu  ijf  Iht  firti  titjt  of  Utour. 


For  KTcnl  dap  before  labour  nper- 
mict  there  xit  often  certain  gymptomi  ob- 
■ctthI  which  hare  been  called  the  precnr- 
Kir7  or  premODilory  ijinptonu  of  labour. 
Hie  finE  and  moft  itrikiag  of  tbeM  ii  a 
labtidence  or  atokinf  djwn  of  the  utemi, 
Hw  epjgutrie  region,  in  coniegnence  of 
diii,  becomei  leii  diateuded,  reapiratior  '~ 
V'ttatmtA  with  greater  eue,  and  tht  piU 
tall  beradf  more   comfortable, 

dlnaied  and  able  to  exert  beradf  than  ibe    and  a  few  more  after 
bad  been  for  aome  time  before.    Thia  sink-    in  otheri  witboat  paii 


be  patient 


paina  of  labonr  are  eiperienced,  there  i«  s 
macoai  diacharge  ^m  the  vagina  tingnl 
with  blood,  arising  froni  the  dilatitko  of 
the  orifice  of  the  nterai,  and  the  aepantion 
of  the  membranea-  Some  women  itScr  for 
a  week  or  more  before  Uboor  b^ini  from 
aleepleasleai  at  night,  irregular  paina  about 
tbe  ntems,  and  a  peculiar  nerroos  irritabi- 
lity. Some  hare  at  the  lint  a  sharp  pain  or 
nterine  contraction,  in  a  few  hours  another, 
ing  interrala  ;  whilst 
the  Tnembranea  arw 


iti(  down  of  the  ntenis  ia  notfrom  a  mecha-  rnptared,    and   the  liquor    amuti   ncape*. 

bIcb]  eanaa,  but  from  relaxation  of  the  parts,  Tbae  paina  are  iomettmes  eiprrieiiced  fif- 

md  it  often  obaerred  in  the  lower  anlmali  teen  or  twentjr  houn  before  tbe  commence- 

beftve parturition.  ment  of  reg^ar  uterine  aetion.     Thef  are 

A  aenaation  of  weight  in  the  inferior  part  then  alight,  produce  little  effect  upon  tbe 

of  tbe  pelTis  and  in  tlie  region  of  the  ate-  conititntion,    and   come   at   interr^    of   a 

lua,  and  irritation  of  the  bladder  and  rec-  qnarter  or  half  an  hour,  the  interrala  gndn- 

tnm,  often  accompany  thii  lubaidence  of  the  SMj  Incoming  ihorter.  and  the  uterine  con- 

ateraa.     Not  onlr  do  the  parts  become  soft  tractiona  stronger.      During  these  periodical 

and  tthzed,  but  m  some  women,  before  any  paina  the  at  uteri  is  opened,  and  its  margin 
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becomes  tense  and  stretched,  aad  a  slight  ment  of  labour ;  in  others  thick,  rigid,  high 

degree  of  pressure  is  felt  on  the  extremity  of  up,  and  inclined  backward  or  laterally, 

the  fingeo  if  an  examination  be  made.     As  In  the  second  stage  of  labour  the  same 

soon  as  the  pain  or  uterine  contraction  sub-  phenomeiir4  are  observed  as  in  the  first,  but 

sides,  this  state  of  tension  or  stretching  of  in  a    much  more    striking  degree.      The 

the  lips  of  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  ceases,  uterine  contractions  are  much  more  violent, 

and  the  orifice  itself  again  closes.      The  the  patient  fills  the  chest  with  air,  closes  the 

membranes  are  put  upon  the  stretch  also  glottis  to  prevent  its  escape,  involuntarily 

during  the  pains ;  but  at  first  they  do  not  grasps  any  object  near  her,  and  forcibly  bears 

protrude  through  the  orifice.      Gradually  down.       The    greater    part    of   the    head 

these  pains,  which  are  often  called  cutting  of  the  child  is   now  in  the  cavity  of  the 

or  grinding,  become  more  and  more  severe,  pelvis,  and  it  is  forced  upon  the  perineum 

continue  longer,  recur  at  shorter  intervals,  during  each  pain.    The  head  most  frequently 

and  leave  a  certain  degree  of  uneasiness  lies  obliquely  or  diagonally  in  the  pelvis, 

when  they  are'  absent ;   and  each  pain  is  with  the  occiput  directed  to  the  left  aceta- 

sometimes  preceded  by  a  slight  tremor  or  bulum,  and  the  forehead  to  the  right  sacro- 

shivering  ;  and  sickness,  vomiting,  restless-  iliac  symphysis,  the  vertex  being  the  most 

ness,  impatience,  and  despondency,  are  often  dependent  part.     When  the  membranes  are 

present  during  the  whole  of  the  first  stage  ruptured,  the  pressure  upon  the  head,  during 

of  labour.      The  action  of  the  heart  and  the  pain,  causes  the  integuments  to  become 

arteries  becomes  increased,   the  skin  hot,  wrinkled,   the  {Mirietal  bones  overlap  one 

and  the  countenance  flushed.    The  tone  of  another,  and,  if  the  external  parts  are  rigid 

the  voice  is  peculiar  in  the  first  stage  of  and  the  labour  is  protracted,  a  tumor  is 

labour.     As  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  formed  under  the  scalp  from  blood  being 

advances,  the  membranes  enter  into  it  dur-  effused  into  the  -  loose  cellular  membrane 

ing  each  pain,  and  its  margin  becomes  softer  between  the  bones  and  integumects.     At 

and  thinner,  and  the  head  of  the  child  at  each  succeeding  pain  the  head  presses  sgainst 

the  same  time  usually  passes  down  through  the  parts  at  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  and 

the  brim,  and  occupies  a  considerable  por-  pushes  them    before  it.      The  parts    are 

tion  of  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.      The  os  gradually  dilated,   and,  the  head  turning 

uteri  becomes  at  last  wholly  effaced,  and  the  slightly  round,  the  occiput  is  forced  out 

head  of  the  infant  passes  through  it  into  the  between  the  labia.    The  perineum  is  carried 

vagina.     In  most  oases  the  membranes  «re  forward  by  the  pressure  of  the  head,  and 

now  ruptured,  if  they  haTC  not  previously  becomes  thin  and  distended.      When  the 

given  way,  and  the  liquor  amnii  escapes,  pain  subsides  the  head  recedes,   and,  the 

At  other  times  the  membranes  are  not  only  distension  of  the  perineum  being  remoTcd, 

pressed  into  the  vagina,  but  through  its  on-  the  external  parts  resume  their  natural  ap- 

fice  upon  the  external  parts,  which  they  pearances.     On  the  return  of  pain  the  head 

assist  in  dilating.     After  the  rupture  of  the  is  forced  still  lower  down,  the  perineum  is 

membranes  a  short  interval  of  freedom  from  again  put  upon  the  stretch,  and  to  a  still 

pain   often    ensues,  and  then  they  become  greater  degree.     The  anus  projects,  dilates, 

much  more  acute  and  severe,  and  are  ac-  and  the  contents  of  the  rectum  escape.     The 

companied  with   a  strong  desire  to  bear  sufferings  endured  at  this  period  are  usually 

down.     But  there  is  often  great  irregularity  most  intense,  and  the  patient  expresses  the 

in  the  strength,  duration,  and  intervals  of  acuteness  of  her  pangs  by  loud  cries,  suf« 

the  pains.     In  some  women,  without  any  ficicnt,  sometimes,  to  make  the  ears  ring, 

apparent  cause,   they  disappear  altogether  orby  deep,  stifled,  or  suppressed  groans.     If 

for  a  considerable  time,  and  several  hours  of  we  may  judge  from  appearances,  the  suffering 

sleep  will  follow.     Even  between  the  strong  etidured  in  some  cases  of  labour  is  equal  to 

expelling  pains  in  the  second  stage  of  labour  what  is  experienced  by  those  individuals  who 

some  go  to  sleep,  and  the  pains  are  absent  undergo  severe  surgical  operations,  or  have 

for  a  considerable  period.      The  duration  of  the  most  violent  cramps  in  muscular  parts, 

the  first  stage  of  labour  varies  very  much  in  In  other  cases  the  pain  endured  is  trifling, 

different  cases.     In  some  it  is  completed  by  and  of  such  short  duration  that  it  is  soon 

a  few  pains ;  in  others  many  hours  of  se-  forgotten.     At  last,  the  head  of  the  child, 

vere  suffering  is  required  to  effect  the  ex-  greatly  compressed  and  swollen  if  it  is  a  first 

pulsion  of  the  head  through  the  os  uteri,  labour,  and  there  is  much  resistance  at  the 

The  dilatation  usually  goes  on  much  more  outlet  of   the  pelvis,    is    partially  forced 

slowly  in  first  than  in  subsequent  labours,  through  the  external  parts,  and   does  not 

and  in  persons  advanced  in  life  than  in  recede  when  the  pains  go  off.     There  is 

those,  who  are  under  thirty  jrears  of  age.  then  usually  in  no  long  time  a  succession  of 

This  difference  depends  fully  as  much  on  the  strong  expelling  pain  experienced,  accom- 

condition  of  the  os  uteri  as  on  the  strength  panied  with  involuntary  efforts  to  bear  down, 

of  the  uterine  contractions.      In  some  it  is  by  which  the  perineum  is  stretched  to  the 

thin,  sort,  and  dilatable  at  the  commence-  greatest  degree ;  at  last  it  slides  back  over 


the  forehead  and  face  of  the  child ,  and  allons 
the»haleh«BdlQ  cgcape.  The  time  required 
for  the  dilalotion  of  the  perineum  varieB  ei. 
Iremrly  in  difTereat  cases  :  ia  first  labours 
the  head  often  presses  upon  it  for  several 
hours  before  this  is  effected,  while  in  other 
cases  only  a  few  pains  are  required. 

Aner  the  expulsion  of  the  head,  if  the 
mucus  in  the  moulh  be  cleared  away,  reapi- 
rattou  aoon  commences-  and  the  cbild  goes 
CD  b-eathing  regularly  until  another  pain  is 
ci|  er  enced  which  eipeta  the  shoulders  and 
bodj  of  the  child  through  the  outlet  of  the 
pelvis.     At  other  times,  and  more  generally, 

longir.    between  the   pains,  and    when  the 


uterine  contractioni  are  renewed,  the  occiput 
usually  becomes  inclined  to  the  left  thigh  of 
the  mother,  while  the  chin  is  tDmed  to  the 
opposite  side.  Hie  ahoalden  then  paig  out 
oflhepelvis,  one  ander  the  arch  oT  the pnbea, 
and  the  other  along  the  bollow  of  theaacnun, 
during  which  time  the  perineum  ia  often  again 
so  much  stretched  as  to  be  in  danger  of 
laceration.  Hie  transittoa  ia  sudden  b-om 
a  state  of  tlie  roost  intense  suffering  mad 
anxiety  to  one  of  freedom  from  almost  all 
pain,  and  the  patient  is  left  in  a  atate  of 
great  eicitement  or  eihanstion,  with  a  rapid 
pulse,  flushed  countenance,  and  pro&Se 
perspiration  oyer  the  whole  body. 


Pia.  2  ityrnmli  thtfirtt  ttBgi  qf  labour  eoapUttd. 


After  a  longer  or  ahorter  interval  the 
Uterus  again  contracia  and  expels  the  pU- 
cenla,  fxtal  membranes,  and  the  cosgnla  of 
blood  formed  within  ita  cavity.  In  general 
the  placenta  ia  only  pariially  or  not  at  all 
detached  from  the  uterni  before  the  birth  of 
the  child.  The  same  pain  which  expelled 
the  child  sometimes  ex|>elii  (be  plnccuta, 
but  more  frequently  si-veral  minute*  rUpse, 
and  soroetimea  half  aii  houror lunger,  b^re 
tbe  contractions  of  the  uterus  are  renewed, 
and  the  pbicenta  deseeiiUs  through  theonHee 


into  the  vagina.  If  slight  traction  be  made 
opon  the  cord  downward  and  backward,  ■ 
few  pains  arc  usually  saffident  for  the  entire 
exclusion  of  tbe  placenta  and  membranes. 

If  no  arsiatancc  Is  given  the  utertu  nsually 
moulds  the  after-birth  into  a  cyliodrical 
form,  and  gradually  forces  it  through  tbe 
orillce  bto  the  dilated  vagina,  where  it  may 
remain  a  con^enble  period,  until  its  pre- 
•rnce  excites  the  action  of  the  diaphragm 
and  ahdominat  muscleB.  Blood  in  greater 
or  smnller  ijuonlity,  fluid  and  rongulnted. 
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continues  for  some  hours  to  flow  from  the  are  resolved  to  do  whatever  lies  in   our 
parts.     The  uterus,  after  it  has  been  emptied  power  to  avert  the  danger  to  which  they 
of  its  contents,  and  has  properly  contracted,  are  exposed.      It  is  far  from  my  wish  to 
forms  a  round  hard  tumor  like  a  cricket-  recommend  you  to  practise  any  unworthy 
ball  in  the  hypogastrium.     It  often ,  however,  art,  to  affect  an  interest  in  their  welfare  which 
for  several  hours,  or  even  longer  in  women  you  do  not  feel,  to  gain  the  confidence  and 
who  have  had  many  children,  alternately  con-  esteem  of  your  patients  ;  but  I  would  urge 
tracts  and  relaxes,  and,  if  the  labour  is  pro-  you  to  employ  all  proper  means  to  acquire 
tracted,  it  is  painful  on  pressure,  and  prone  their  confidence,  for  without  it  you  will  find 
to  inflammation.      In  the  course  of  a  few  that  it  is  impossible  to  conduct  any  case  of 
days  the  sanguineous  fluid  which  flowed  from  midwifery  to  a  satisfactory  termination, 
the  exposed  vessels  of  the  uterus  where  the  Though  we  should  proceed  without  loss  of 
placenta  had  adhered  assumes  a  greenish  hue,  time   to  the  assistance  of  our  patients  in 
and,  at  a  later  period,  it  has  sometimes  a  labour,  yet  we  shall  do  harm  if  we  propose 
milky  or  purulent  ap|)earance,   and  has  a  immediately,  in  an  abrupt  manner,  to  ascer- 
peculiar  odour.     This  discharge  from   the  tain  the  progress  of  the  labour  by  an  inter- 
uterus  after  delivery,  called  the  lochial  dis-  nal  examination.     No  impatience  ought  to 
charge,   does  not  usually  cease   altogether  be  manifested,   or  any  inquiries  made  re- 
until  the  uterus  has  contracted  greatly  and  specting  the  state  of  the  different  functions 
become  much  reduced  in  volume  by  the  ab-  which  could  possibly  offend  their  delicacy, 
sorption  of  its  coats,  bloodvessels,  and  nerves.  No  woman's  feelings  can  be  hurt  by  inquiring 
The  uterus  is  much  more  rapidly  absorbed  when  the  pains  commenced — if  they  came  on 
in  some  women  than  in   others,   and  this  spontaneously — ^how  often  they  return — how 
chiefly  depends  on  the  previous  state  of  the  long  they  continue — if  they  begin  in  the  back 
patient's  health ,  and  the  nature  of  the  labour,  and  come  round  to  the  front  of  the  abdomen — 
In  some  women  the  pulse  returns  to  the  natu-  and  if  they  are  accompanied  with  shivering 
ral  standard,  and  the  exhaustion  disappears  and  sickness,  or  a  sensation  of  bearing  down, 
quickly ;  in  others,  without  any  disease,  the  By  the  answers  given  to  these  inquiries,  and 
pulse  continues  rapid  for  several  days,  with  by  the  appearance  of  the  countenance  during 
considerable  general  febrile  excitement.    The  the  pains,  we  are  sometimes  able  to  form  a 
secretion  of  milk  occasionally  commences  tolerably  correct  judgment  of  the  state  of  the 
immediately  after  delivery,  but  generally  not  case,  though  we  cannot  be  absolutely  certain 
till  the  second  or  third  day.     Such  is  a  very  that  labour  has  actually  commenced,  and 
general  description  of  the  phenomena  most  can  give  no  positive  opinion  on  the  subject 
frequently  observed  in  the  progress  of  natural  until  we  have  been  permitted  to  ascertain 
labours,  and  I  now  proceed  to  consider  the  the  state  of  the  os  uteri,  or  to  take  a  pain, 
treatment  required  in  their  different  stages,  bs  nurses  express  it.     However  strong  the 
-,.       ^^»r^       .»»  pains  may  be,  however  regular  in  their  re- 
Treatment  of  Natural  Labour.  currence,   they  may  be  Sse  or  spurious 
The  first  circumstance  to  be  attended  to,  pains,  and  we  cannot  determine  their  true 
when  we  have  been  engaged  to  take  charge  character  if  the  patient  does  not  allow  us  to 
of  a  patient  in  her  confinement,  is  that  when  make  the  proper  investigation.     Where  it  is 
sent  for  we  are  to  proceed  as  expeditiously  a  first  child,  and  the  patient  feels  an  unusual 
as  possible  to  her  assistance.    We  are  fre-  dread  of  an  internal  examination,  the  hand 
quently  summoned  at  the  very  commence-  may  be  applied  to  the  abdomen  to  feel  if  the 
ment  of  labour,  or  when  the  pains  experienced  uterus  becomes  hard  during  a  pain,  and  if 
are  false  or  spurious,  but  this  i^ords  no  so  there  is  the  greatest   probability  that 
ground  for  unnecessary  delay  in  any  case,  labour  has  commenced.     But,  under  such 
for  the  whole  process  of  delivery  is  not  circumstances,   until  the  pains  have  con- 
unfrequently  completed  in  a  short  space  of  tinned  so  long,  and  have  occurred  so  fre- 
time,  and  with  a  few  pains,  and  if  we  are  not  quently  and  with  such  force  as  to  lead  us 
present  fieital  accidents  may  occur.     Where  to  believe  that  the  os  uteri  is  considerably 
the    superior    extremities  present,   or  the  dilated,  it  is  better,  perhaps,  to  wait  for  a 
umbilical  cord  surrounds  the  neck  of  the  few  hours  to  observe  the  progress  of  the 
infant,  or  uterine  haemorrhage  occurs,  the  symptoms  than  to  urge  the  patient  to  sub* 
favourable  opportunity  for  operating  may  be  mit  to  an  immediate  examination.     Indeed, 
lost,  and  the  mother  and  child  both  sacrificed  the  proposal  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the 
by  unnecessary  delay  on  the  part  of  the  case  must  not  be  made  directly    to    the 
medical  attendant.  Independent  of  the  actual  patient,    but  to  the  nurse,  who,  if  expe- 
good  we  may  do  by  immediately  proceeding  rienced,  will  only  require  a  hint,  and  will 
to  the  assistance  of  patients  when  summoned,  find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  requisite 
their    confidence   in   us    is  deservedly  in-  consent;     every    woman    being    naturally 
creased  by  a    proper  display    of  activity  anxious  at  the  commencement  of  labour  to 
on  our  part,  and  by  shewing  that  we  sym-  know  if  she  is  safe,  and  if  the  infant  is 
pathiae  with  them  in  their  sufferings,  and  coming  in  the  usual  way.     When  the  con- 


orehead  and  face  of  the  child,  md  allows 
rhole  bead  to  escape.  Hie  time  reqaired 
be  diUUtion  of  the  perineum  varies  ei- 
el<  in  dUferenl  casei :  in  fint  labour* 
head  often  prenara  apon  it  for  several 
8  before  this  ia  effected,  wbile  in  other 
1  only  a  few  paina  are  required. 
\er  tlie  eiiptil»ioii  of  the  bead,  if  the 
u  in  the  mouth  be  cleared  awajr,  reapi- 
D  soon  commencea.  aod  the  child  goel 
eathing  regularlj  until  anotlier  pain  is 
Fenced  which  eipela  the  ahouldera  and 
of  tlie  child  through  the  outlet  of  the 
At  other  timea,  and  more  generally, 


■ina 


between  the   paina,  and  i 


uterine  contractioM  are  renewed,  tbe  ocdpnt 
usually  becomes  inclined  to  the  left  thlgb  of 
the  mother,  white  the  chin  ia  tamed  to  the 
opposite  aide.     The  ahouldera  tlien  pasa  out 

ofthepelvia,  one  under  the  arch  oTthiipabea, 
and  the  other  along  the  hollow  of  thesacnun, 
during  which  time  the  perineum  ia  often  agafa 
ao  much  stretched  aa  to  be  in  danger  of 
laceration.  The  transition  is  auddea  from 
a  state  of  the  moat  intense  auBTertng;  and 
anxiety  to  one  of  freedom  from  almost  all 
pain,  and  the  patient  ia  left  in  a  stale  oF 
great  eidtement  or  exbanstion,  with  a  rapid 
pnlse,  flashed  countenance,  and  profuse 
perapiration  over  the  whole  body. 


Fio.  2  riprrttnli  llu  fril  tlagt  of  tahour  compMrd. 


a  a  longer  or  shorter  interral  the 
I  again  contracta  and  eipels  the  pla- 
,  fmlal  membranes,  and  the  coaguta  of 
formed  within  ita  cavity.  In  general 
acenta  ia  only  jiartially  or  not  at  all 
ltd  fmrn  the  uterus  before  the  birth  of 
liid.  'Hie  aame  pain  which  expelled 
ihild  aometimes  upela  the  placenta. 
lOre  frequently  aeveral  minutes  elapae, 
>nietimes  half  an  hour  or  longer,  before 
intractiona  of  the  uterus  are  renewed, 
le  placenta  deacenda  through  the  orifice 


into  the  vagina.  If  alight  traction  be  made 
upon  the  cord  downward  and  backward,  a 
few  pains  sre  usually  lufBcient  for  the  entire 
eiclosion  of  the  placenta  and  membranes. 

If  no  aisistance  ia  given  the  ulems  usually 
moulds  (he  after-birth  into  a  cylindric^ 
form,  and  gradually  forces  It  through  the 
oriRce  into  the  dilated  vagina,  where  it  may 
remain  a  considerable  period,  until  ita  pre- 
sence excites  the  action  of  tbe  diaphragm 
and  abdominal  muscles.  Blood  in  greater 
or  smaller  quantity,  fluid  and  cnsgiilated, 
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continaes  for  some  hours  to  flow  from  the  are  resolved  to   do  whatever  lies  in   our 
parts.     The  uterus,  after  it  has  been  emptied  power  to  avert  the  danger  to  which  they 
of  its  contents,  and  has  properly  contracted,  are  exposed.      It  is  far  firom  my  wish  to 
forms  a  round  hard  tumor  like  a  cricket-  recommend  you  to  practise  any  unworthy 
ball  in  the  hypogastrium.     It  often,  however,  art,  to  affect  an  interest  in  their  welfare  which 
for  several  hours,  or  even  longer  in  women  you  do  not  feel,  to  gain  the  confidence  and 
who  have  had  many  children,  alternately  con-  esteem  of  your  patients  ;  but  I  would  urge 
tracts  and  relaxes,  and,  if  the  labour  is  pro-  you  to  employ  all  proper  means  to  acquire 
tracted,  it  is  painful  on  pressure,  and  prone  their  confidence,  for  without  it  you  will  find 
to  inflammation.      In  the  course  of  a  few  that  it  is  impossible  to  conduct  any  case  of 
days  the  sanguineous  fluid  which  flowed  from  midwifery  to  a  satisfactory  termination, 
the  exposed  vessels  of  the  uterus  where  the  Though  we  should  proceed  without  loss  of 
placenta  had  adhered  assumes  a  greenish  hue,  time  to  the  assistance  of  our  patients  in 
a:nd,  at  a  later  period,  it  has  sometimes  a  labour,  yet  we  shall  do  harm  if  we  propose 
milky  or  purulent  ap|)earance,   and  has  a  immediately,  in  an  abrupt  manner,  to  ascer- 
peculiar  odour.     This  discharge  from   the  tain  the  progress  of  the  labour  by  an  inter- 
uterus  after  delivery,  called  the  lochial  dis-  nal  examination.     No  impatience  ought  to 
charge,   does  not  usually  cease   altogether  be  manifested,   or  any  inquiries  made  re- 
until  the  uterus  has  contracted  greatly  and  specting  the  state  of  the  different  functions 
become  much  reduced  in  volume  by  the  ab-  which  could  possibly  offend  their  delicacy, 
sorption  of  its  coats,  bloodvessels,  and  nerves.  No  woman's  feelings  can  be  hurt  by  inquiring 
The  uterus  is  much  more  rapidly  absorbed  when  the  pains  commenced — if  they  came  on 
in  some  women  than  in  others,   and  this  spontaneously — how  often  they  return — how 
chiefly  depends  on  the  previous  state  of  the  long  they  continue — if  they  begin  m  the  back 
patient's  health,  and  the  nature  of  the  labour,  and  come  round  to  the  front  of  the  abdomen — 
In  some  women  the  pulse  returns  to  the  natu-  and  if  they  are  accompanied  with  shivering 
ral  standard,  and  the  exhaustion  disappears  and  sickness,  or  a  sensation  of  bearing  down, 
quickly ;  in  others,  without  any  disease,  the  By  the  answers  given  to  these  inquiries,  and 
pulse  continues  rapid  for  several  days,  with  by  the  appearance  of  the  countenance  during 
considerable  general  febrUe  excitement.    The  the  pains,  we  are  sometimes  able  to  form  a 
secretion  of  milk  occasionally  commences  tolerably  correct  judgment  of  the  state  of  the 
immediately  after  delivery,  but  generally  not  case,  though  we  cannot  be  absolutely  certain 
till  the  second  or  third  day.     Such  is  a  very  that  labour  has  actually  commenced,  and 
general  description  of  the  phenomena  most  can  give  no  positive  opinion  on  the  subject 
frequently  observed  in  the  progress  of  natural  until  we  have  been  permitted  to  ascertain 
labours,  and  I  now  proceed  to  consider  the  the  state  of  the  os  uteri,  or  to  take  a  pain, 
treatment  required  in  their  different  stages,  as  nurses  express  it.     However  strong  the 
-,-       A    x-  -KT  A      1^1  pains  may  be,  however  regular  in  their  re- 
Treatment  of  Natural  Labour.  currence,  they  may  be  Sse  or  spurious 
The  first  circumstance  to  be  attended  to,  pains,  and  we  cannot  determine  their  true 
when  we  have  been  engaged  to  take  charge  character  if  the  patient  does  not  allow  us  to 
of  a  patient  in  her  confinement,  is  that  when  make  the  proper  investigation.     Where  it  is 
sent  for  we  are  to  proceed  as  expeditiously  a  first  child,  and  the  patient  feels  an  unusual 
as  possible  to  her  assistance.    We  are  fre-  dread  of  an  internal  examination,  the  hand 
quently  summoned  at  the  very  commence-  may  be  applied  to  the  abdomen  to  feel  if  the 
mentoflabouTyOrwhenthepainsexperienced  uterus  becomes  hard  during  a  pain,  and  if 
are  false  or  spurious,  but  this  i^ords  no  so  there  is  the  greatest   probability  that 
ground  for  unnecessary  delay  in  any  case,  labour  has  commenced.     But,  under  such 
for  the  whole  process  of  delivery  is  not  circumstances,   until  the  pains  have  con- 
unfrequently  completed  in  a  short  space  of  tinned  so  long,  and  have  occurred  so  fre- 
time,  and  with  a  few  pains,  and  if  we  are  not  quently  and  with  such  force  as  to  lead  ua 
present  fieital  accidents  may  occur.     Where  to  believe  that  the  os  uteri  is  considerably 
the    superior    extremities  present,   or   the  dilated,  it  is  better,  perhaps,  to  wait  for  a 
umbilical  cord  surrounds  the  neck  of  the  few  hours  to  observe  the  progress  of  the 
infant,  or  uterine  haemorrhage  occurs,  the  symptoms  than  to  urge  the  patient  to  sub- 
favourable  opportunity  for  operating  may  be  mit  to  an  immediate  examination.     Indeed, 
lost,  and  the  mother  and  child  both  sacrificed  the  proposal  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the 
by  unnecessary  delay  on  the  part  of  the  case   must  not  be  made  directly    to    the 
medical  attendant.  Independent  of  the  actual  patient,    but  to  the  nurse,  who,  if  expe- 
good  we  may  do  by  immediately  proceeding  rienced,  will  only  require  a  hint,  and  will 
to  the  assistance  of  patients  when  summoned,  find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  requisite 
their    confidence    in  us    is  deservedly  in-  consent;     every    woman    being    naturally 
creased  by  a    proper  display    of  activity  anxious  at  the  commencement  of  labour  to 
on  our  part,  and  by  shewing  that  we  sym-  know  if  she  is  safe,  and  if  the  infant  is 
pathiae  with  them  in  their  sufferings,  and  coming  in  the  usual  way.     When  the  con- 
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sent  of  the  patient  has  been  obtained,  let  her  greatly  at  a  loss  to  discover  what  benefit 

lie  down  near  the  edge  or  foot  of  the  bed,  could  resalt  from  knowing  duiing  the  first 

on  her  left  side,  under  the  sheet  or  coverlet,  stage  of  labour,  provided  you  can  touch  the 

with  the  knees  drawn  up  to  the  abdomen,  vertex  with  the  point  of  the  finger,  in  which 

and  when  a  pain  comes  on,  let  the  fore  finger  of  the  six  or  eight  positions  of  Baudelocque, 

of  the  right  hand,  covered  with  cold  cream,  and  other  foreign  authors,  the  head  is  placed, 

lard,  soap,  or  some  other  unctuous  matter,  The  importance  attached  by  some  writers  to 

be  gently  passed  from  the  anus  along  the  a   knowledge   of  these   positions,  some  of 

perinscum  into  the  vagina,  and  forward  al jng  which  are  wholly  imaginary,  has  probably 

its  posterior  surface,  as  far  as  the  finger  can  arisen  from  the  dangerous  practice  of  em- 

reach.     The  point  should  then  be  drawn  ploying  the  long  forceps  before  the  os  uteri 

forward  to  the  centre  of  the  brim  of  the  is  fully  dilated,  and  before  the  head  has 

pelvis,  where  the  os  uteri  is  most  frequently  passed   into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.      At 

situated,  or  a  little  behind  this,  at  the  com-  this  early  stage  of  labour  no  instrument  of 

mencement  of  labour.     You  cannot  fail  to  this  description  can  be  safely  used,  and  if 

reach  the  os  uteri  if  the  finger  be  passed  up  the   operation   of  turning  the  child  were 

along  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina,  and  required,   the  position  of  the  head  would 

the  point  of  it  be  brought  forward  towards  have  no  influence  upon  the  method  we  would 

the  symphysis  pubis.    While  the  pain  con-  adopt  in  turning  the  child.     Be  sure  that 

tiunes,  Uie  most  careful  examination  should  the  head  presents  before  you  state  this  to  the 

be  made  to  ascertain  the  degree  to  which  the  nurse  or  patient,  for  they  will  not  soon 

orifice  is  dilated,  the  effect  produced  upon  forget  your  mistake  if  it  should  turn  out  to 

it  by  the  pain  ,  and  whether  it  is  thin,  soft,  be  a  case  of  nates  presentation. 
and  yieldmg,  and  low  in  the  pelvis,  or  high        In  some  cases  where  the  head  presents,  it 

up,  thick,   rigid,  and  unyielding.     During  remains  so  high  up,  even  when  the  first  stage 

the  pain,  we  have  to  ascertain  whether  the  of  labour  is  considerably  advanced,  that  the 

labour  has  commenced,  and  if  so,  the  extent  finger  cannot  reach  it  without  endangering 

to  which  the  os  uteri  is  dilated,  and  from  its  the  rupture  of  the  membranes.      Here  the 

condition  endeavour  to  determine  the  proba-  patient  should  be  kept  in  the  horizontal 

ble  duration  of  the  labour.    When  the  pain  position,   till  the  first  stage  of  labour  b 

has  subsided,  and  the  os  uteri  and  mem-  nearly  completed,  and  the  presentation  as- 

branes  have  collapsed,  and  not  before,  the  ccrtaincd. 

finger  is  to  be  passed  very  cautiously  within  When  it  is  the  first  labour,  and  the  os 
the  orifice,  to  discover  whether  the  head  of  uteri  is  high  up  in  the  pelvis,  rigid,  and 
the  child  presents.  The  head  is  usually  little  dilated,  and  the  pains  are  irr^nlar 
recognised  without  difficulty  by  its  globular  and  produce  little  effect  upon  it,  we  infer 
shape,  the  peculiar  hardness  of  the  parietal  that  many  hours  will  elapse  before  the  labour 
bones,  and  by  the  sutures.  If  the  finger  is  comi)leted.  As  sudden  and  unexpected 
touches  the  sagittal  suture,  midway  between  changes,  however,  often  occur  in  the  pro- 
tbe  fontaneUes,  the  edges  of  the  parietal  grcss  of  labour,  it  is  necessary  to  be  ex- 
bones  will  be  distinctly  felt  through  the  tremely  cautious,  both  in  forming  and  de- 
membranes.  If  you  feel  the  hard  edges  of  livering  an  opinion  respecting  its  duration  in 
the  parietal  bones,  you  can  have  no  doubt  every  case.  Even  when  the  os  uteri  is 
about,  the  presentation,  although  neither  widely  dilated,  its  margin  thin  and  soft,  and 
fimtanelle  be  touched.  In  no  case  is  it  the  pains  strong  and  regular,  circumstances 
necessary  or  proper  at  the  commencement  of  which  could  not  have  been  foreseen  may 
the  labour,  before  the  membranes  are  rup-  occur  to  retard  delivery  many  hours  beyond 
tnred,  and  the  first  stage  completed,  to  the  time  we  expected.  The  assurance  that 
endeavour  to  discover  in  what  position  the  the  labour  is  natural,  that  the  child  is  coming 
head  of  the  child  is  placed  relatively  to  the  as  it  ought  to  do,  that  it  is  not  a  cross  birth, 
pelvis  of  the  mother ;  it  is  enough  to  know  which  all  women  dread  so  much,  and  that 
with  absolute  certainty  that  the  head  pre-  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  in  due  time 
fients ;  and  this  information  should  be  pos-  a  successful  termination  of  the  labour  by  the 
sessed  in  every  case ;  no  doubt  should  be  natural  efforts,  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
left  on  the  subject,  before  the  finger  be  with-  mind  of  every  woman  possessed  of  ordinary 
drawn.  Having  ascertained  that  the  pains  fortitude  and  intelligence.  But  there  are 
are  those  of  labour,  and  that  the  head  pre-  some  resolute  enough  in  ordinary  circum- 
sents,  we  have  obtained  all  the  knowledge  stances  whose  courage  leaves  them  entirely 
that  can  ever  be  of  use  in  practice.  Any  during  labour,  and  who  require  not  only  to 
attempt  to  determine  in  which  of  the  nume-  be  assured  again  and  again  that  there  is  no 
rous  positions  described  by  some  authors  the  danger,  but  to  be  convinced,  by  our  cheerful 
bead  is  placed  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  composed  demeanour,  that  such  is  the 
would  only  endanger  the  rupture  of  the  fact. 

membranes,  and  disturb  the  regular  order        I  ought  to  have  stated  before,  that  if,  on 

observed  by  nature  in  the  process.     I  am  making  an  internal  examination,  we  find  no 
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cliange  produced  on  tbe  os  uteri  during  the  the  first  stage  of  labour  is  nearly  completed, 
pains,  we  conclude  that  the  labour  has  not  and  the  pains  are  strong  and  frequent.     If 
commenced,  and  endeavour  to  discover  and  the  labour  is  protracted,  it  is  necessary  from 
remove  the  cause  of  the  irritation.     False  or  time  to  time,  at  intervals  probably  of  two  or 
spurious  pains  are  usually  vague  and  irregu-  three  hours  or  longer,  to  repeat  the  internal 
lar«  and  never  cease  entirely.    They  often  examination,  that  its  progress  may  be  ascer- 
follow  strong  exercise,  or  fatigue  from  walk-  tained.    Women  are  anxious  to  know  that 
ing,  and  irregularities   of  diet,  and  occur  the  labour  is  advancing,  and  they  are  aware 
before  the  full  period.     There  is  sometimes  that  this  can  only  be  ascertained  by  an  in« 
tenderness  of  the  uterine  region,  and  febrile  temal  examination,  which  if  properly  con- 
excitement.      They  are  to  be  relieved  by  ducted  can  neither  excite  inflammation  of 
opiates,  warm  fomentations,  cathartics,  and  the  vagina  nor  produce  any  other  injuriouf 
bleeding,  according  to  the  cause  on  which  effect ;  at  least  I  have  never  seen  inflamma- 
they  depend.  tion   of  the  vagina  nor  laceration  of  the 
During  the  first  stage  of  labour  the  proper  perineum    where  I  could  fairly  attribute 
arrangements  in  the  dress  of  the  patient,  them  to  this  cause.     It  is  scarcely  necessary 
the  bed,  and  apartment,  should  be  made  for  for  me  to  point  out  to  you  the  necessity  oif 
delivery.    The  stays,  and  every  thing  that  examining  the  hypogastrium  from  time  to 
can  compress  the  body  during  the  strong  time,  to  be  sure  that  there  is  no  accumulation 
muscular  efforts,  should  be  removed,  and  a  of  urine  taking  place  in  the  bladder.     In  all 
night-wrapper  or  loose  dressing-gown  put  protracted  cases  there    is  no  circumstance 
on.     The  mattress  should  be  laid  over  the  which  requires  greater  attention  than  this, 
fe^er-bed ;  and  over  the  dressed  sheep's  and  the  immediate  employment  of  the  cathe- 
skin  or  water- proof  cloth  a  blanket  should  ter  when  the  necessity  for  it  arises, 
be  laid,  and  this  covered  by  a  folded  sheet.  It  is  always  requisite  to  make  a  careftil 
According  to  the  temperature  of  the  atmo-  internal  examination  when  the  membranes 
sphere  at  the  time,  a  blanket  or  coverlet  burst  and  the  liquor  amnii  begins  to  escape, 
should  be  placed  over  the  patient  when  she  as  a  loop  of  the  navel-string  may  descend 
lies  down.     The  feet  are  usually  pressed  before  the  head,  or  an  upper  extremity  ac- 
against  one  of  the  bed-posts  during   the  company  it.     The  membranes  should  not  be 
pains,  as  she  lies  on  the  left  side,  and  a  ruptured  artificially,  and  no  attempt  should 
long  towel  fixed  to  th^  other  or  foot  of  the  be  made  to  dilate  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  or 
bed,  on  which  she  can  pull  when  the  uterine  the  external  parts,  in  ordinary  circumstances, 
action  is  strong.    The  apartment  should  be  When  the  head  of  the  child  comes  to  pren 
kept  moderately  warm,  and  well  ventilated  forcibly  against  the  perineum,    and  it  is 
during  the  whole  period  of  labour ;  and  the  greatly  distended  and  in  danger  of 'being  la- 
food  and  drink  should  consist  of  tea,  gruel,  cerated,  the  patient  should  then  be  pbced 
coffee,  barley-water,  toast  and  water,  and  upon  the  left  side  in  bed,  and  should  not 
other  diluents.     It  is  only  when  labour  is  quit  that  position  for  an  instant.    The  left 
protracted,  and  exhaustion  ta!ces  place,  that  side  is  by  far  the  most  convenient  position 
broth  or  beef- tea  is  required,  and  that  a  both  for  the  patient  and  her  meddcal  at- 
little  wine  and  water,  or  brandy  and  water,  tendant,  and  it  is  so  not  only  in  natural  la- 
should  be  given.      If  the  bowels  are  con-  hour  but  in  all  cases  where  the  forceps  or 
fined  when  labour  begins,  give  a  sufficient  perforator  are  to  be  employed,  or  the  ope- 
dose  of   castor  oil,   or  let  a    stimulating  ration  of  turning  performed.     The  palm  of 
enema  be  exhibited.      Until  the  first  stage  the  right  hand,  with  a  soft  napkin  inter- 
of  labour  is  nearly  completed,  the  patient  posed,   should  be  firmly  applied  over  the 
should  be  allowed  to  sit  up,  to  lie  down,  or  centre  of  the  perineum,  and  proper  support 
walk  about  and  change  her  position,  as  she  given  during  the  pains.     In  first  labours, 
may  feel  inclined.     Even  in  the  second  stage  where  the  head  is  large  and  the  perineum 
of  labour,  if  it  is  a  first  child,  and  the  parts  rigid,  and  the  uterine  contractions  violent, 
at  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis  ai*e  rigid,  it  is  the  parts  at  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis  are  often 
often  useful  to  keep  the  patient  fbr  a  time  extensively  torn  where  this  artificial  support 
out  of  the  recumbent    position.      Nurses  is  not  given  effectually.    Extensive  lacera- 
often  request  them  to  bear  down  in  the  first  tion  of  the  perineum  very  rarely  occurs 
stage ;  but  this  exhausts  the  strength,  and  where  the  necessary  assistance  is  afforded 
voluntary  exertions  should  never  be  made  at  with  the  palm  of  the  right  hand  placed  over 
any  period  of  labour.     The  circumstances  of  it,  and  strong  counter  pressure  made  daring 
each  case  will  enable  us  to  judge  whether  the  pains.     By  counter  pressure  is  meant, 
it  is  requisite  for  us  to  remain  in  constant  pressing  the  head  forward  to  the  symphysia 
attendance,  or  if  we  may  with  safety  absent  pubis,  and  preventing  the  whole  force  of  the 
ourselves  altogether  for  a  few  hours,  and  uterine  action  being  directed  against  tbe 
attend  to  other  professional  business.     Our  perineum.     It  is   sometimes    requisite    to 
Gonsfhnt  presence  in  the  apartment  is  rather  guard  the  perineum  thus  for  several  honrs, 
injurious  than  bmeficial  in  most  cases  until  and,  where  it  is  exposed  to  great  danger,  it 


is  Qsefal  occasionally  to  cover  it  with  some  in  the  epigastrium  ;  it  will  be  large  and  hard, 

vnctuons  matter,   or  sail  better,  between  and  some  part  of  the  child  distinctiy  Mt,  If 

the  pains,  to  apply  over  it  a  large  sponge  there  is  a  doubt  about  the  presence  of  a 

soaked  in  hot  water.     Nothing  should  be  second  child  within   the  uterus,  examine 

interposed  between  the  hand  and  perineum  internally,  and  the  second  bag  of  membmiei 

when  it  is  in  great  danger  of  being  torn,  and  presenting  part,  if  there  are  twins,  will 

The  right  knee  should  be  supported  when  be  distinctly  felt.      If  this  could  not  be 

the  head  is  thus  pressing  upon  the  parts  at  ascertained  by  passing  two  fingers  of  die 

the  head   of  the   pelvis,   and   the   patient  right  hand  along  the  cord  of  the  first  child, 

strongly  urged  to  abstain  from  all  voluntary  it  would  be  justifiable  to  introduce  the  whcde 

efforts  to  bear  down.  hand  into  the  vagina. 

When  the  head  has  passed,  clear  away  all  I  have  several  times  been  sent  for  to 

the  mucus  in  the  mouth,  that  the  child  may  deliver  a   second   child   when   there    ww 

breathe,    and    feel  whether  the  umbilical  nothing  withm  the  uterus  but  an  unusually 

cord  surrounds  the  neck.     If  it  does,  and  lai^  placenta.     When  there  is  not  a  second 

u  not  tight,  the  best  practice  is  to  leave  it  child,  the  fundus  uteri  is  usually  felt  nearly 

abne,  or  slide  it  up  a  little  over  the  shoulders  as  low  as  the  umbilicus,  and  it  is  greatly 


when  a  pain  comes  on,  that  they  and  the  reduced  in  size,  and  has  none  of  the  ii 

body  may  pass  readily  through  the  loop.     I  hardness   which  is  always  felt  in  cases  of 

prefer  doing  this,  or  merely  slackenmg  it  a  twins. 

little,  to  pulling  the  loop  entirely  over  the  The  temporary  binder,  to  which  I  attach 
head,  which  is  sometimes  done.  If  there  the  greatest  importance,  should  now  be  ap- 
is no  pain  to  expel  the  trunk  soon  after  the  plied  firmly  around  the  abdomen.  In  all 
head  is  bom,  make  firm  pressure  over  the  cases  of  labour,  immediately  after  the  birtii 
fimdus  uteri,  and  excite  it  to  contract.  The  of  the  child,  a  broad  bandage  should  be  ap* 
child  should  never  be  dragged  into  the  plied  around  the  body.  A  broad  towel  or 
world,  but  the  uterus  should  always  be  napkin  is  often  employed  for  this  purpose, 
made  to  expel  it :  even  if  several  minutes  and,  without  raising  the  patient,  it  may  be 
should  elapse  without  any  pain  occurring,  I  passed  under  her,  and  spread  out  so  as  to 
would  not  pull  the  child  forward,  but  wait  surround  the  whole  pelvis  and  abdomen,  and 
until  it  was  forced  Into  the  world  by  the  firmly  fixed  with  tapes  or  strong  pins.  It 
action  of  the  uterus.  It  is  of  the  greatest  should  be  so  tightly  applied  around  the  lower 
consequence  that  the  uterus  should  not  be  part  of  the  abdomen  i^  to  occasion  a  slight 
suddenly  emptied  of  its  contents.  When  degree  of  uneasiness.  The  firm  equal  pressure 
the  shoulders  are  passing,  the  perineum  of  the  binder  or  bandage  over  tiie  utems 
should  again  be  supported :  then  draw  the  causes  it  to  contract  in  a  regular  manner,  and 
child  into  the  light,  and  if  it  has  breathed  diminishes  greatly  the  risk  of  syncope,  re- 
freely  and  vigorously,  apply  a  good  strong  tained  placenta,  and  hemorrhage.  Some 
linture  very  firmly  around  the  cord,  about  have  at^buted  inflammation  of  the  uterus 
two  fingers  breadth  from  the  navel.  This  after  delivery,  and  prolapsus,  and  a  great 
ligature  should  be  applied  with  as  much  many  other  evil  consequences,  to  the  tem- 
care  as  around  a  large  divided  artery,  and  to  porary  binder,  but,  as  you  may  suppose, 
make  it  perfectly  secure  pass  it  twice  round  without  the  slightest  proof  or  foundation, 
the  cord,  and  tie  it  firmly.  Apply  another  Some  practitioners  apply  a  binder  exterior 
ligature  an  inch  or  two  nearer  the  placenta,  to  the  clothes  at  the  commencement  of 
and  divide  the  funis  between  the  ligatures  labour,  and  tighten  it  as  the  process  ad- 
with  a  pair  of  scissors,  put  the  child  in  the  vanoes.  Bven  in  the  eighth  month  of  preg- 
ilannel  receiver,  and  give  it  to  the  nurse,  nancy,  where  there  is  great  relaxation  of  the 
If  the  respiration  is  not  readily  established,  abdominal  parietes,  it  might  sometimes  be 
recourse  must  be  had  in  the  first  instance,  proper  to  give  gentle  support  to  the  pendu- 
before  applying  the  ligatures,  to  the  dashing  lous  abdomen  with  a  bandage, 
or  sprinkling  of  cold  water  over  the  &ce  and  Our  great  object  now  is  to  make  the  uterus 
chest,  rubbing  the  chest  with  brandy,  and  permanently  contract,  to  detach  and  expel 
the  appUcation  of  stimulants  to  the  nostrils,  the  placenta,  and  prevent  haemorrhage.  For 
Immersion  of  the  child  in  warm  water,  and  this  purpose,  if  the  labour  has  been  tedious, 
inflating  the  lungs,  should  be  employed,  and  and  there  is  much  exhaustion,  some  stimu- 
onr  efforts  to  excite  respiration  should  not  lant,  as  a  little  wine  and  water,  or  brandy 
cease  until  the  pulsations  in  the  heart  and  and  water,  should  be  administered ;  and  over 
Amis  have  entirely  ceased  for  some  minutes,  the  binder,  if  the  uterus  is  relaxed,  and 
When  this  is  the  case  all  our  efforts  to  re-  indisposed  to  contract,  the  hand  should  be 
store  animation  will  be  useless.  placed,  and  firm  pressure  made.  When  a 
Next  ascertain,  by  applying  the  hand  pain  is  felt,  slight  traction  in  the  direction  of 
orer  the  abdomen,  if  there  be  another  child  the  axis  of  the  pelvis,  downward  and  back- 
within  the  uterus.  If  there  be  a  second  ward,  should  be  made  upon  the  cord»  to 
child  the  fundus  of  the  utems  will  still  be  promote  the  separation  of  theplaoeeotafrom 
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the  uteros.  By  compressing  and  squeezing  a  disposition  to  flooding,  it  is  necessary  to 
the  fundus  uteri,  and  gently  pulling  from  devote  a  much  longer  time  to  the  case, 
time  to  time  upon  the  cord,  the  placenta  If  severe  after-pains  soon  commence,  or 
usually  descends,  and  passes  through  the  if  they  have  occasbned  much  suffering  in 
OS  uteri  into  the  vagina,  in  the  course  of  a  former  labours,  it  is  useful  to  administer  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  or  twenty  minutes,  or  draught,  with  30  or  40  minims  of  the  Liquor 
half  an  hour,  after  the  birth  of  the  child.  Opii  Sedativus.  I  am  an  advocate  for  an 
More  anxiety  is  often  felt  by  us  during  opiate  after  delivery,  to  soothe  the  nervous 
this  period  than  daring  the  whole  of  the  system,  if  much  excited  by  severe  and  pro- 
previous  stages  of  the  labour,  and  not  with-  tracted  suffering.  If  opium  be  usefcd  in 
out  good  reason.  In  removing  the  placenta  tranquillising  the  system,  and  preserving  it 
from  the  vagina,  it  is  necessary  to  be  very  from  febrile  excitement  and  irritation  after 
careful  that  the  membranes  are  not  torn  extensive  wounds  of  the  large  cavities,  surely 
away  from  its  margin,  and  left  behind.  The  it  cannot  but  be  beneficial  d[ter  delivery,  and 
best  method  of  obviating  this  accident  is  it  can  do  no  harm,  particularly  if  combined 
slowly  to  turn  the  placenta  round  twice  with  a  saline  diaphoretic  draught.  Where 
or  thrice  as  we  extract  it,  and  if  the  mem-  a  labour  has  been  severe,  and  inflammation 
branes  seem  disposed  to  tear,  as  we  gently  of  the  uterus  is  to  be  dreaded,  it  is  not 
draw  them  out,  to  seize  them  with  a  dry  only  useful  to  administer  a  sufficient  quantity 
napkin,  and  very  gradually  remove  them,  of  an  anodyne  to  quiet  the  system,  but  for  a 
The  placenta  may  be  retained  beyond  the  day  or  two  to  give  small  doses  of  Dover's 
usual  period,  by  want  of  uterine  action,  by  powder  tosubdueirritation,  and  promote  per- 
morbid  adhesion  to  the  uterus,  and  by  spiration.  It  is  beneficial,  also,  under  such 
premature  contraction  of  the  cervix.  On  circumstances,  to  cover  the  hypogastrinm 
whatever  cause  it  depends  there  are  no  cases  with  a  warm  poultice,  or  occasionally  to  ap« 
in  which  the  placenta  ought  to  be  permitted  ply  warm  fomentations, 
to  remain  within  the  uterus  beyond  an  hour  Three  or  four  hours  ought  in  all  cases  to 
after  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  not  so  long  be  allowed  to  pass,  after  the  labour  is  con* 
if  haemorrhage  takes  place.  That  there  may  eluded,  before  the  patient  is  moved  up  in 
be  no  misunderstanding  on  this  important  the  bed,  and  has  her  clothes  changed,  and 
practical  point,  I  repeat,  that  I  have  never  when  this  is  being  done  by  the  nurse,  she 
seen  a  case  of  retention  of  the  plaeenta  where  ought  to  make  no  exertion,  or  to  quit  the 
any  thing  but  mischief  resulted  from  leaving  horizontal  position.  The  apartment  should 
it  within  the  uterus  beyond  an  hour  after  the  be  kept  moderately  warm,  and  free  from  .all 
expulsion  of  the  child.  If  the  binder  has  noise  and  excitement  of  every  kind,  and 
been  applied,  and  pressure  made  over  th?  nothing  should  be  given  but  gruel,  tea,  or 
fundus  uteri,  and  traction  upon  the  cord  barley  water,  for  48  or  60  hours,  in  the 
properly  employed,  and  the  placenta  does  majority  of  cases. 

not  descend  at  ttte  end  of  an  hour,  I  would  With  respect  to  the  infant,  it  is  necessary 
not  advise  you  to  give  the  ergot  of  rye,  or  to  to  see  before  quitting  the  house  that  it  is 
wait  longer  for  its  detachment  and  expulsion,  not  malformed,  that  the  cord  is  properly 
but  to  put-4he  cord  upon  the  stretch  with  secured,  that  it  is  not  unnecessarily  exposed 
your  left  hand,  and  to  introduce  your  right  to  cold  air,  while  being  washed  by  the  n^^rse, 
hand,  in  a  conical  form,  through  the  vagina  and  that  no  improper  food  or  medicine  is 
into  tbe  uterus,  to  spread  out  the  fingers  to  administered.  A  small  tea-spoonful  of  cas- 
the  circumference  of  the  placenta,  and  to  tor  oil  may  be  given  to  expel  the  meconium, 
press  the  mass  slowly  from  the  uterus  if  it  A  little  warm  milk  and  water  or  thin  grud 
still  adheres,  and  to  extract  it.  In  the  is  the  only  food  that  is  required  before  ap- 
greater  number  of  cases  the  placenta  has  plying  the  child  to  the  breast,  which  shoidd 
been  completely  or  partially  detached  from  not  be  done  for  at  least  twelve  hours  after 
the  uterus  when  this  requires  to  be  done.  delivery.  Every  patient  should  be  seen  by 
When  the  placenta  has  come  away,  or  been  her  medical  attendant  within  twenty-four 
removed,  make  the  patient  dry  and  comfort-  hours  after  delivery,  and  if  possible  daily,  at 
able,  by  removing  all  the  wet  clothes,  and  least  for  a  week  after.  The  danger  of  child- 
applying  warm  napkins  to  the  external  parts,  bearing  may  now  almost  be  said  to  com- 
and  around  the  pelvis,  and  giving  her  warm  mence,  for  there  are  very  many  women  who 
gruel,  with  a  little  wine  or  brandy,  or  some  pass  through  the  different  stages  of  labour 
warm  tea.  As  haemorrhage  may  occur  an  with  impunity,  who  perish  in  the  puerperal 
hour  or  more  after  delivery,  you  should  from  state.  Inflammation  of  the  uterus  and  its 
time  to  time  feel  the  pulse,  enquire  if  the  appendages  is  the  cause  of  all  the  danger, 
patient  is  faint,  ascertain  if  the  uterus  is  con-  and  in  the  daily  visits  which  you  make  this 
tracted,  and  if  the  discbarge  is  not  too  great,  is  the  great  point  to  which  your  attention 
It  is  a  good  rule  to  remain  with  every  should  be  directed.  Pain,  increased  by 
patient  at  least  an  hour  after  the  expulsion  pressure  over  the  hypogastrinm,  suppression 
of  the  placenta,  and  if  there  is  faintncss,  and  of  the  lochia  and  milk,  rigors,  headache,  and 
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quick  pul^,  are  the  principal  diagnostic 
symptoms.  It  most  frequently  commences 
on  the  second  and  third  day  aiter  delivery, 
but  sometimes  within  twenty-four  hours. 

At  each  daily  visit  pass  the  hand  over  the 
region  of  the  uterus,  press  upon  the  fundus 
and  over  the  situation  of  the  uterine  appen- 
dages, and  you  will  sometimes  detect  uterine 
inflammation  where  the  complaints  of  the 
patient  and  the  statements  of  the  nurse 
would  have  given  you  no  reason  to  suspect 
its  existence.  Examine  the  state  of  the 
bladder,  the  pulse,  tongue,  lochial  discharge, 
and  mark  the  expression  of  the  countenance, 
and  never  fail  to  inquire  if  there  is  milk 
in  the  breasts,  and  if  the  patient  has  had 
any  coldness  or  shivering,  or  is  sufiering 
fh>m  headache.  If  the  pulse  continues 
several  days  after  delivery  100  or  110  in  the 
minute,  and  one  or  more  of  these  symptoms 
are  present,  the  patient  is  not  safe. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  form  a 
correct  diagnosis  between  after  pains  and 
uterine  inflammation.  Many  women  are 
lost  in  consequence  of  this  mistake.  Gene- 
rally there  are  intervals  of  complete  freedom 
from  suffering  in  the  irregular  contractions 
of  the  uterus  which  follow  delivery,  without 
inflammation,  and  constitute  after  pains; 
they  are  relieved  by  pressure  over  the  ute- 
rus— they  gradually  diminish  in  severity  on 
the  second  and  third  days,  and  they  are 
nnacoompanied  with  rigors,  fever,  and  head- 
ache, and  the  lochial  discharge  is  not  sup- 
pressed. But  if  yon  cannot  satisfactorily 
establish  the  diagnosis  between  after-pains 
and  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  I  would 
take  the  least  favourable  view  of  the  symp- 
toms, and  give  the  patient  the  benefit  of  a 
small  general  bleeding,  or  the  application  of 
leeches  to  the  region  of  the  uterus.  I 
have  seen  many  puerperal  women  lost  for 
want  of  timely  depletion  ;  I  never  saw  one 
suffer  in  consequence  of  a  moderate  quan- 
tity of  blood  being  taken  from  the  arm,  or 
horn  the  hypogastrium  by  leeches. 

On  the  third  morning  after  delivery  it  is 
necessary  in  most  cases  to  administer  a  mild 
cathartic,  castor-oil,  or  an  aperient  draught 
of  senna,  sulphate  of  magnesia  and  manna, 
should  be  given,  and  where  the  bowels  have 
not  been  attended  to  before  the  labour,  this 
should  be  done  on  the  second  morning.  The 
diet  of  puerperal  women  during  the  first  week 
should  be  the  same  as  that  allowed  to  per- 
sons who  are  convalescent  from  fever,  or 
from  severe  acute  diseases.  Until  the  secre- 
tion of  milk  is  established,  nothing  but 
gruel,  tea,  a  little  thin  arrow-root,  or  pa- 
nado,  should  be  allowed.  On  the  fourth 
day,  if  there  is  no  pyrexia,  and  the  child  has 
taken  the  breast,  and  the  milk  flows  freely, 
a  little  beef-tea  or  chicken  broth  may  be 
given.  This  should  be  continued  in  all 
cases  till  the  end  of  the  first  week,  and  even 


at  the  end  of  that  period,  if  the  toague  is 
not  clean,  the  pulse  quiet,  and  the  abdomen 
wholly  free  from  tenderness  on  pressure,  the 
patient  should  still  be  kept  on  low  diet. 
After  the  ninth  day  in  ordinary  cases,  some 
chicken  or  solid  animal  food  may  be  allowed 
with  a  little  wine  and  water,  and  after  thia 
the  patient  may  gradually  return  to  her 
accustomed  diet. 

These  are  all  the  observations  which  I 
consider  it  necessary  to  offer  on  the  pheno- 
mena and  treatment  of  natural  laboora. 
Allien  1  have  described  all  the  varietiei  of 
difficult,  preternatural,  and  complioatad  U- 
bours,  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  you  a  AiU 
account  of  the  pathology  and  treatment  of 
the  acute,  inflammatory,  and  febrile  dis- 
eases of  puerperal  women,  and  the  other 
diseases  which  follow  delivery. 
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DEPOSITS, 

Delivered  at  Guy's  Hospital,  London, 

Bv  Dr.  Goldino  Bird. 

Lecture  V. 

Carbonafe  qf  lime.  Cause  qf  ammoniacai 
urine.  Presence  qf  phosphates  in  urine. 
Solubility  qf  phosphates  in  ammoniaeal 
salts — in  carbonic  acid — deposited  bjf 
boiling — mistaken  for  mucus — eryslalUno 
forms  of  Phosphate  qf  lime,  Pko9» 
phatic  urine — varieties  qf.  Sources  qf 
phosphates — traced  to  vegetable  ingesia 
'—and  destructive  assimilation  qfnervouB 
tissue. 

Gentlemen  —  The  next  constituent  of 
urinary  deposit  to  which  I  have  to  direct  your 
attention  is  one  by  no  means  of  frequent 
occurrence,  vix  : 

Carbonate  of  lime. 

This  salt,  although  a  constant  ingredient  in 
the  alkaline  urine  of  graminivorous  animala, 
never  occurs  in  the  urine  of  camivora  or  of 
man;  unless  as  the  result  of  certain  secondary 
changes,  of  which  the  most  essential  is  the 
resolution  of  urea  into  carbonate  of  ammonia, 
utd  the  consequent  formation  of  carbonate  of 
lime.  You  have  not,  I  trust,  forgotten  the 
explanation  I  have  given  you  of  the  probable 
formatioa  of  carbonate  of  ammonia  from 
area ;  the  addition  of  water  being  sufficient 
to  afford  all  the  elements  necessary  for  the 
production  of  the  salt  under  consideration. 
So  that  urea  may  be  regarded  as  carbonate  of 
ammonia  minus  water,  or  a  carbonamide. 
We  know  that  the  conversion  into  the  car- 
bonate takes  place  but  slowly  in  healthy 
urine  out  of  the  body*  snd  with  still  less 
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rapidity  when  thte  sobstanoe  U  dissolved  in  the  nrine  was  secreted  alkaline  are  those  re- 
pure  water.  Still  less  frequently  does  this  corded  by  Dr.  Graves,  of  Dublin ;  one  of 
change  take  place  whilst  the  urine  is  retained  them  was  a  case  of  adynamic  typhus  fever,  in 
in  the  bladder.  Under  certain  circumstances,  which  an  abundance  of  carbonate  of  am- 
however,  especially  where  an  excess  of  monia  existed  in  the  urine,  and  a  correspond- 
raucous  matter  is  secreted,  this  substance  ing  deficiency  of  urea  and  uric  acid  existed, 
acts  the  part  of  a  ferment,  induces  a  new  Pari  passu  with  the  convalescence  of  the 
orraqgement  of  the  elements  of  urea  and  patient  the  carbonate  of  ammonia  vanished^ 
water,  and  thus  the  urine  is  voided  in  an  being  replaced  by  an  equivalent  proportion 
amnroniacal  condition.  Excepting,  however,  of  urea  and  uric  acid.  The  second  case  was 
under  certain  circumstances  of  by  no  means  one  of  fatal  general  anasarca,  following  ex- 
constant  occurrence,  ^tbe  vital  endowments  posure  to  cold ;  here  the  urine  was  loaded 
of  the  bladder  are  sufficient  to  preserve  the  with  carbonate  of  ammonia,  but  neither  urea 
urine  from  undergoing  this  change,  even  if  a  nrn* albumen  existed.  After  death  the  bladder 
very  considerable  quantity  of  mucus  be  pre-  appeared  perfectly  healthy, 
sent.  It  is  only,  indeed,  when  the  conser-  Whilst  I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  explain 
vathrepowersof  the  nervous  influence  supply-  to  you  the  reasons  which  have  induced  me 
ing  the  bladder  become  exhausted,  that  its  to  regard  the  development  of  carbonate  of 
contents  become  subject  to  the  ordinary  laws  lime  as  almost  invariably  secondary  to  changes 
of  chemistry.  Thus,  as  has  been  long  shewn  which  the  urine  undei^oes  in  the  bladder,  I 
by  Dr.  Prout  and  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  must  confess  that  more  information  is  re- 
blows  on  the  back  have  a  tendency  to  pro-  quired  on  this  subject.  I  have  never  seen  a 
duce  alkaline  urine ;  a  fact  admitting  of  ready  deposit  consisting  entirely  of  carbonate  of 
explanation,  by  the  necessarily  depressed  lime,  but  have  not  unfrequently  met  with  it 
condition  ofthe  nervous  power  of  the  bladder,  in  small  quantities  in  phosphatic  deposits, 
resulting  from  the  injury  to  the  spine.  Even  We  have,  in  our  hospital  museum,  but  a  single 
in  these  cases,  however,  I  doubt  considerably  specimen  in  which  carbonate  of  lime  occurs 
whether  the  urine  is  by  any  means  generally  in  any  considerable  quantity.  It  is,  however^ 
secreted  alkaline.  From  the  result  of  many  very  remarkable,  that  an  excellent  and  highly 
cases  which  have  occurred  in  this  hospital  respected  provincial  surgeon,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
I  am  induced  to  believe  that  the  urine  is  Bristol,  has  met  with  many  instances  of 
secreted  by  the  kidneys  in  the  usual  subacid  calculi  composed  chiefly  of  this  calcareous 
condition,  and  that  it  becomes  alkaline  by  the  salt.  Should  such  calculi  be  again  met  with, 
subsequent  change  which  it  undergoes  in  the  it  will  be  extremely  important  to  carefully 
bladder,  when  the  vital  endowments  of  the  examine  the  urine  passed  by  the  patients  from 
latter  have  become  depressed,  and  the  mucus  whom  they  were  removed.  We  may  thus 
acting  as  a  ferment  converts  the  urea  into  resolve  the  curious  questions  whether  in 
carbonate  of  ammonia.  In  confirmation  of  certain  states  of  health  the  urine  is  se- 
this  view  I  have  repeatedly  observed  that,  in  creted  alkaline,  like  that  of  herbivora,  or 
cases  where  the  urine  appeared  alkaline,  on  whether  such  an  alkaline  condition  is  really 
emptying  the  bladder  with  a  catheter  it  was  secondary. 

found  that  the  partly  secreted  urine  was  acid  The  next  series  of  deposits  that  will  engage 

or  neutral,  and  it  was  only  after  being  re-  our  attention  includes  those  which  are  com- 

tained  for  some  time  in  the  bladder  that  it  posed  of  ingredients  chiefly  of  inorganic 

presented  alkaline  properties.  origin.    This  class  contains  four  varieties  of 

Again,  in  cases  of  paraplegia,  where  the  deposits,  viz.  those  composed  of  phosphate 

urine  is  often  found  to  be  idkaline,  this  state  of  lime,  of  triple  phosphate,  of  a  mixture  of 

may  be  almost  constantly  traced  to  the  in-  these  salts,   and  of  silicic  acid.     Although 

ability  of  the  patient  to  empty  the  bladder ;  this  division  to  a  certain  extent  is  practically 

and  thus  it  is  the  retained  urifie  which  un-  necessary,  yet  in  our  consideration  of  them 

dergoes  change ;  the  freshly  secreted  portions  I  shall  explain  to  you  the  peculiarities  of 

being  nearly  natural.  In  the  case  of  a  woman  deposits  consisting  of  phosphates  generally,  as 

labouring  under  complete  paraplegia,  whose  they  are  accompanied  by  analogous  pheno- 

urine  was  seldom  voided,   and  was  ropy,  mena. 

alkaline,  and  offensive,   I   washed  out  the  Phosvhaiic  Devosits 

bladder  with  warm  water,  and  left  an  elastic  ^^             ^ 

catheter  in  the  urethra,  so  that  the  urine  You  are  aware  that  on  an  average  6.5 

might  escape  almost  as  soon  as  it  reached  grains  of  phosphoric  acid  leave  the  system  in 

the  bladder.     Under  these  circumstances  the  the    urine    in    the    course   of   24    hours, 

urine  appeared  clear,  pale,  and  slightly  acid.  Although  the  particular  state  of  combination 

whilst  that  voided  24  hours  before  was  dark,  in  which  this  acid  exists  may  admit  of  doubt, 

offensive,  alkaline,  and  turbid  not  only  from  yet  it  is  evident  that  a  considerable  portion  of 

mucus,  but  from  sediment,  consisting  of  car-  it  exists  in  urine  with  lime,  magnesia,  and 

bonate  of  lime  and  the  earthy  phosphates,  ammonia.  The  two  latter  bases  very  probably 

The  best  and  most  satisfactory  cases  in  which  exist  in  the  same  combination,  forming  a 
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double  salt;     the     am roonio- phosphate   of  possess  the  very  remarkaUe  property,  first 

magnesia,    or    triple    phosphate,   as    it    is  pointed  out  by  the  excelleut  diemist  to  whom 

termed.  I  have  just  referred,  of  becoming  opaque  by 

If  you  add  a  very  small  quantity  of  am-  ebullition,  from  a  deposition  of  a  portion  of 

monia  to  a  large  quantity  of  healthy  urine  the  earthy  salt.  The  very  same  pheoomeoon 

the  mixture  becomes  turbid  from  a  deposit  of  often   occurs    in  urine    which  coutaina  an 

the  triple  phosphates,  mixed  in  all  probability  excess  of  phosphates.     Indeed,  it  ia  not  on- 

with  phosphate  of  lime.     On  placing  a  drop  frequent  to  meet  with  urine  which  does  not 

of  this  turbid  urine  under  the  micro8co]>e,  containany  visible  deposit,  and  yet  on  the  ap- 

myriads  of  minute  prisms  of  the  triple  salt,  plication  of  heat  appears  to  coagulate,  not 

mixed    ^ith    amorphous  granules    of    the  from  the  presence  of  albumen,   but   from 

phosphates  of  lime,  will  be  seen  floating  in  the  deposition  of  earthy  phosphatea.     The 

the  fluid.     These  readily  disap])car  on  the  addition  of  a  drop  of  nitric  acid  immediately 

addition  of  a  drop  of  almost  any  acid.     As  dissolves  this  deposit,  and  distinguishes  it 

these  earthy  salts  are  insoluble  in  water,  it  is  from  albumen.     A  different  explanation  to 

evident  that  they  must  be  held  in  solution  in  this  phenomenon  has  been  offered  by  Dr. 

tlic  urire  by  the  free  acid  which  generally  Hargravc  Brett,  and  which  undoubtedly  U 

exists ;  this  acid  is  either  the  phosphoric  or  perfectly  true  in  many  cases,  although  the 

lactic,   or  both.      If  from  any  cause  tlie  hypothesis  of  Dr.  Rees  is  applicable  to  the 

quantity  of  solvent  add  falls    below    the  greater  number.     Dr.  Brett's  explanation  is 

necessary  proportion,  the  earthy  phosphates  fbunded  on  the  solubility  of  phosphates  ia 

appear   in   the  urine,   forming    a    deposit,  water  imi)regnated  with*  carbonic  acid.     It 

Hence,  when  the  urine  is  alkaline,  phosphatic  has   been  long  known   that  carbonic  add 

deposits  are  necessary   consequences.       If  frequently  exists  in  a  free  state  in  the  urine, 

urine  be  secreted  with  so  small  a  proportion  and  in  a  large  number  of  spedmena  examined 

of  acid  as  barely  to  redden  litmus  paper,  by  Dr.  Brett  and  myself  we  succeeded  in 

a  deposit  of  triple  phosphates  often  occurs  a  readily  isolating  it.   These  experiments  were 

few  hours   after  emission  ;    a  phenomenon  made   several  years  ago,  in  consequence  of 

depending  on  the  influence  of  tlie  mucous  our  having  noticed  some  curious  phenomena 

matter   present,  which  exdting  a  catalytic  presented  by  the  urine  of  a  student  of  this 

action  like  a  ferment,  induces  the  decompo-  hospital  (since  dead),  a  pupil  of  the   late 

sition  of  urea,  and  the  formation  of  car-  Mr.  Br}'ant,  of  Kennington.  This  gentleman, 

bonate  of  ammonia,  which  by   neutralising  in  endeavouring  to  raise  a  heavy  sack  of 

the  solvent  add,  throws   down   the  phos-  Epsom  salts,strained  his  back,  and  soon  after 

phates.     The  predpitation  of  the  phosphates  fell  into  a  state  of  marasmus,  with  occasional 

thus  takes  place  in  a  manner  analogous  to  hectic,    which    ultimately    exhausted   him. 

that  in  which  carbonate  of  lime  is  throw^n  During  the  last  six  months  of  his  life  he 

down,   the  action  being  here  limited  to  a  passed  a  very  large  quantity  of  pale    acid 

neutralisation  of  a  free  add  :  indeed,  where  urine,  which  by  keeping  soon  became  alkaline, 

phosphates  of  lime  form  the  great  bulk  of  a  This  urine  was  limpid  when  first  passed,  bat 

de|K)sit,  a  certain  portion  of  carbonate  is  became  opaque  as   soon  as  it  had  cooled, 

generally  present.  still,  however,  retaining  its  addity,  so  that 

It  is,  however,  by  no  means  necessary  for  the  deposition  of  tlie   phosphates   did  not 

urine  to  be  alkaline  for  a  de|)08it  of  phosphates  necessarily  dei>cnd  upon  the  devdopment  of 

to  exbt;   indeed,  in  the  great  majority  of  &n  alkali.     On  warming  the  fresh  urine  an 

cases,  urine  which  deposits  the  triple  phos-  evolution  of  carbonic  add  gas  took  place, 

phate  is  acid  at  the  time  of  emission,  and  accompanied  by  a  deposition  of  phosphates, 

often  for  long  after.  This  may  appear  rather  When  the  two  portions  of  the  fresh  urine  were 

paradoxical,   when  we   recollect   the  ready  placed  as  soon  as  passed  in  separate  bottles, 

solubility  of  triple  phosphate  in  a  very  weak  and    left    open,    and    the    other     dosely 

acid  ;  but  admits  of  aready  explanation  when  corked,   the  urine  contained  in   the  latter 

the  fact  that  a  fluid  may  redden  litmus,  and  remained  transparent,  and  that  in  the  former 

still  contain  no  uncombined  acid,  is  borne  in  became  opaque. 

mind.     Thus,  a  solution  of  hydrochlorate  of        Whenever  the   triple    j)hosphatc    occurs 

ammonia  will  redden  litmus  i>a|)er,  and  yet  in  the  urine  a«t  a  deposit,  it  is  always  found 

it  contains  no  free  acid ;  and  as  this  salt  exists  to  be  compoied  of  crystals  which  are  generally 

in  the  urine,  it  is  quite  possible  tliat  it  may  sharply  defined,  and  extremely  regular.   You 

be  one  of  the  causes  on  which  its  acid  re-  must,  however,    bear  in   mind   that  these 

action  dejiends,  where  deposits  of  phosphates  crystals  may  exist  in  large  quantities,  and 

exist.     It  has  been  rendered  very  probable,  yet  escape  detection  in  consi^4ucnce  of  their 

by  the  interesting  experiments  of  Dr.  Rees,  extreme  transparency.     In  cases  of  this  kind 

that  this  very  salt  may  in  some  instances  be  the  deposit  whi«:h  forms  by  repose  generally 

really  the  solvent  of  the  earthy  phosphatt>s,  presents  the  appearance  of  ^  mere  mucous 

as  they  are  to  a  certain  extent  soluble  in  doud,  and  it  is  only  5l|*^suiahcd  from  it  by 

solutions  of  sal-ammonia.    These  solutions  the  addition  of  an  acid,  which  immediatley 
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clinoWeB  it.  Od  dEcanting  mch  Dnne  and 
placing  the  lower  turbid  portion  in  a  watch- 
glass,  tbe  CTystals  maj  be  detected  by  maiinK 
Uie  latter  nenr  a  ligbted  candle,  when  s  serin 
of  glittering  points  will  become  yiaible  from 
the  reflection  of  the  lig^it  from  the  heeti  of 
the  minute  prisnii  of  triple  salt.  On  placing 
the  wotch-gUss  nnder  b  mieroacope  the 
CTTStsls  ma;  be  reodiljr  recognised.  The 
depositions  of  the  pboiphatei  may  become 
■ccelerated  by  warming  the  nrine  in  the 
manner  1  explained  to  jon  when  speaking 
of  the  oulate  of  lime.  The  exact  resem. 
blanee  presented  bjr  the  deposit*  of  phos- 
phates Co  mocous  clouds  is  so  very  close 
that  the  most  pracdsed  eye  can  scarcely  dis- 
tinguish between  them ;  indeed,  scarcely  a 
week  passes  bat  I  find  myself  completely  at 
bnlt  on  attempting  to  i^stingoish  between 
them  by  bare  inspection.  When  phosphate 
of  lime  eiista  mixed  with  the  trifile  salt,  the 
deposit  often  remains  for  a  long  time  diffiised 
through  the  urine,  so  as  to  resemble  rope- 
tike  masBei  of  purulent  mncus.  Not  only 
do  deposits  oF  phosphates  rtaemble  mncus 
and  pus  in  physical  appparanccs,  but  they 
frequently  co-exist.  Indeed,  it  is  very 
frequent  to  find  fine  prisms  of  triple  phos- 
phate entangled  in  the  meshes  of  the 
mucous  cloud  which  forms  by  repose  in  all 
urine.  When  the  triple  phosphate  co-eiists 
with  mucus  or  pus,  the  microscope  wlH 
readily  detect  its  presence. 

Occasionally,  where  a  small  excess  of  the 
triple  phosphate  is  present,  it  is  found  on  the 
surface  of  the  urine,  farming  a  delicate  iri- 
desreut  scum  or  pellicle,  reflecting  coloured 
bands  of  light,  like  a  thin  layer  of  oil,  or  the 
surface  of  a  soap-bubble. 

When  a  considerable  quantity  of  ammonia 
is  added  to  urtue,  a  deposit  occurs  from 
setting  free  a  triple  phosphate  of  magnesis, 
which  difliirs  from  that  to  which  I  hsTe  just 
been  alluding,  in  containing  half  an  equivalent 
more  of  ammuuia ;  it  is  in  fact  a  teijai-batic, 
or,  »  it  is  commonly  termed,  a  bibasie  triple 
phosphate  of  magnesis  and  ammonia,  liiia 
is  eridently  formed  by  the  ammonia  playing 
a  double  part :  it  not  only  nentrsliees  the 
solvent  arid,  but  combines  with  the  norma! 
phosphate  to  form  a  basic  salt.  This  can  be 
readily  distinguished  from  the  neutral  salt 
by  ita  cryatatline  form,  as  it  always  pre«ent« 
the  form'of  slellK,  generally  sii-royed,  often 
el^antly  pinnated,  in  some  eases  presenting 
the  appearance  of  fbliaeeous  crystals  re- 
sembling fem  Icates  ;  this  vsriety,  however, 
being  almost  always  the  result  of  decompo- 
sition, when  the  urine  has  been  kept  a  long 

This  basic  phosphate  Inrariably,  and  I 
believe  necessarily,  exists  with  alkaline  urine ; 
it  very  rsrely  occurs  in  recent  urine,  and  so 
br  as  I  have  had  occasion  to  observe,  is 
■hrays  ■  secondary  product. 


Before  proceeding  to  explain  the  genera 
properties  of  urine  depositing  phosphates,  I 
would  call  your  attention  to  these  diognuus, 
exhibiting  the  crystalline  forms  of  the 
phosphaticmaguedan  salts,  as  it  is  important 
yon  should  be  sufficiently  hmlllar  with  them 
to  enable  you  to  recognise  them. 

A.  PrinuqfnntrttlMpUfhMphatri.— 
These  are  always  exceedingly  well  delined, 
the  angles  and  edges  of  the  (vystal)  being 
remarkably  sharp  and  ptrftet.  The  trisnguUr 
prism  is  the  form  most  ncqnently  metwith,but 
it  presents  emy  Tariety  in  its  tennination. 
TlieBe  aresometimes  merely  truncated,  often 
bevelled  off,  and  not  nafiiquently  the  ter- 
minal edges  are  replaced  by  facets. 
Fio.  16. 


I  scarcely  knc 
copic  object  thi 
marked  depdsit  of  this  B:lt.  Yon  niU  fre- 
quently bf  struck  with  the  very  different 
degrees  <rf  transparency  presented  by  these 
crystals ;  aometimea  they  are  so  transparent 
as  to  resemble  pri  ms  of  glass  or  crystal ;  r.t 
Others  presenting  an  enamel-like  opacity,  so 
that  they  can  only  be  viewed  as  opaque  ob- 
jects. When  preserved  in  balsam,  they  de- 
polarise light  very  beautifUly  where  the  axes 
of  the  tourmalhies  or  calc-spars  are  crossed 
in  the  polarising  microscope. 

B.  Siogilf  tMla  nf  Ike  ntutral  lall. — 
These  are  in  tteX  minute  calcolons  concre- 
tions, and  arc  generally  composed  of  minute 
prisms  cohering  at  one  end,  so  as  to  repre- 
sent simple  Blellte.  Not  unfrequeully  they 
adhere  so  clo.aely  and  »a  crowded  as  to  re- 
semble rosettes.  1  have  repeatedly  seen 
small  prisms  crystallized  as  one  of  the  fine 
transparent  hairs  which  are  of  frequent  oc- 
currence in  urine.  Indeed,  if  for  the  word 
rhoiHboidi  you  substitute jiritms,  the  account 
I  have  given  you  in  a  former  lecture  of  the 
varieties  of  the  compound  crystals  of  uric 
acid  will  apply  to  the  phosphatic  magnesian 
salt,  hearing  in  mind  that  the  latter  is  invari- 
ably colourless,  neier  presenting  the  yellow 
or  orange  hue  of  uric  acid. 

C.  Fcttmforin  cryslalt  1^  nmlral  tall. — 
This  very  elegant  variety  of  the  neutral  mag- 
nesia phosphate  has  only  lately  fallen  under 
my  notice,  and  has  not  hitherto  been  de- 
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two  being  f^Dpnllj  connrcteU  •<}  fli  to  cvane 
them  lo  mfimble  ■  pair  of  wing*.  I  nnnot 
gLrt  u\j  utLafulorr  cxpluialiuu  of  tl]e 
raiun  or  [hii  GoHuui  ind  Blapnt  nrlirlj,  ur 
whether  their  differ  in  injr  wit  ehemicaliy 
rhrni  the  priiiinEitic  fonii.  The  te\ 
I   I   luve 


urine 


I  wilb   occurred  in  acid 


.  SMla  and  /oKectoiu  crgilal*  iff  baiic 
mM.— Thi*  Tirletf ,  ■*  I  hRFC  slrradf  told 
jmi,  minot  genenllf  bo  rrgarded  in  my 
othpr  ll)[bt  than  u  a  irconilary  product 
taking  place  oatof  thebody.  When  rapidly 
Fio.  18. 


mtrt  aniorphoua  cloud,  made  up  of  eitremelj 
minute  partieln,  ■imetimn  piaeDtiDf  • 
KlobuUr  airangtmnit.  In  Ihii  form  tbej 
are  frequently  found  adhering  to  jniema  of 
the  triplo  ialt,  and  their  nature  can  bo  readily 
made  out  by  the  addition  of  a  drop  of  TCry 
dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  in  which  both  pboa* 
phatei  readily  dtuolie,  and  by  thii  property 
are  at  once  diatinguiibed  from  all  organic 
glotniloi,  which  ars  inioluble  In  that  mca> 
itrum.  Theie  depoaiti  are  id  readily  r«. 
cognluble  with  the  siiiatancc  of  the  Diicro- 
•cope,  tliat  ItcoD  acarcely  be  deemed  nofriiary 
to  harereconrae  to  their  cbemlceJ  cbaractare, 
which  are  oflen  made  out  with  extreme 
difficulty,  from  the  imall  quantity  of  depoait 
we  have  in  moat  caiei  to  operate  on.  It  any 
doubt  iliDuld,  however,  re niaia  regarding  tha 
nature  of  any  depoiit  of  thii  ctaai,  it  may  ba 
■ufficient  to  recollect  that  of  all  the  dcpoaita 
pouewing  ■  true  cryitdllne  form  which  hava 
yet  been  eiamincd,  the  triple  photphate  U 
the  only  uno  which  ii  lohtblB  in  acttLi  acid, 
and  of  all  amarphoua  depoiiti,  thephoaphata 
of  lime  la  the  only  one  which  doei  not  dia- 
appear  on  the  addition  of  liquor  potaiiB. 

The  urine.  In  caira  where  an  exeeti  of 
photphatei  of  either  kind  exlita,  dllTer*  in 
ita  pliytical  character  Tcry  materially.  Cer- 
tainly no  general  rule  can  t>e  aiaigned  for  the 
coluur,  dciuitf ,  or  quantity  of  the  nrlna  »e. 
cretrd  in  thcic  caaea,  taking  them  lo  ■  atM  | 
although  I  think  there  are  certain  facte  con- 
iiecled  with  the  prraence  of  the  phoiphatie 
dcpoaiti  which  aerre  lo  connect  the  colour 


logic. 


)r  at  leaat  co- 


formed,  we  grnrrally  lind  thla  salt  in  the 
fcrm  of  aii-rayed  itani,  each  ray  being 
•erratrd.  or  irnxularly  rrenete,  often  re. 
nuncinated,  like  the  Iraf  of  the  taraxacum. 
Tbia,  however,  preaenta  Mveral  lubordinite 
Tarintieii,  depeni)ing,  in  all  probability,  upon 
accidental  circumitoncn.  When  thia  ialt  li 
more  ilowly  formrd,  ai  on  the  inrfacs  of  the 
nrine  of  pregnancy,  it  preaenta  large  and 
broad  rollaceouB  laminn,  often  no  thin  and 
tranaparrni  a>  lo  eicape  notico  altogether, 
UpTiHally  if  viewed  in  Ino  itrong  a  light. 
I  hare.  luilord,  often  ovcrtooked  them  until 
I  illDminiti'il  the  iprcimcn  under  the  micro- 
•oope  with  jiulveriird  light,  when  they 
Narted  iuto  view  elegantly  lliitrd  with  eoloura 
In   whii-h    pink    and    grti-n    are    the     moit 

Then  are  no  deftnile  mierotcopie  cha- 
raotari  by  which  phoaphalc  of  lime  can  be 
miogniMd  in  drpoaiti  t  it  alwayl  nppran  at  a 


A)  a  general  rule,  wherccopioua  pboiphatlo 
depuaiti,  whether  niagneaian,  calcareoui,  or 
both,  eiiat  fur  ■  coniidcrable  time,  the  arlne 
1>  pale,  often  whey. like,  and  of  kiw  ipedAc 
gnvity.  ThiBiie*|ieciBl1y  thecaaewheraor. 
ginic  Irlaon  of  the  kidney ■  exiiti.  On  the 
other  band,  when  the  de|>Diit*  are  of  oo- 
CMlonol  occurrence,  often  dinppearing  and 
recurring  in  the  conrae  of  a  few  dayi,  tha 
urine  generally  pretentj  a  deep  amber  colour, 
and  la  not  only  of  hi^h  ipeciKc  gravity,  bat 
often  eontalna  in  eicrni  of  urea,  and  pre- 
■rati  an  trideieent  pellicle  on  iti  lurfaoe 
by  repoae.  Thii  ia  eepcially  the  character 
of  the  phoaphetlc  nrine  accreted  under  the 
influenceofaomeformi  ofirrltalivcdyipeptla, 
and  where  the  phoaphates  tlicmaclvea  may  be 
traced  to  mal-oirimllatlon.  Again,  phoa- 
phatio  urine  may  he  met  with  varying  from 
a  pale  whey-like  hue  to  deep  brown  or 
grevniah  brown,  exceedingly  fnlid,  ginerally 
but  not  conitantly  alkaline,  and  loaded  with 
dente  ropy  mucua,  often  tinged  with  blood, 
and  in  which  large  eryitsli  of  the  triple 
phoaphale  and  amorphoua  nuaari  of  phoa- 
phale  of  Urns  are  entangled,  Tbii  variety 
li    almort  alwayi    met  with  either   under 


DIL  GOLDING  BIRD  ON  URINARY  DEPOSITS. 


1ft 


the  irritation  of  a  calcului,  or  where  die- 
eaae  of  the  mooona  membrane  of  the  bladder 
eziiti. 

It  was  long  ago  remarked  by  Beneliui, 
that  photphatic  deposits  were  often  present 
in  the  urine  passed  in  one  part  of  the  day, 
and  absent  in  other  specimens.  I  carefully 
watched  a  series  of  cases  where  the  triple 
phosphate  existed  in  the  urine,  with  a  view 
to  determine  the  accuracy  of  this  statement, 
and  am  convinced  that  the  following  may  be 
assumed  as  a  safe  induction  fh>m  Uiese  ob« 
serrations.  T^ai  where  the  pretence  qf  ifs- 
poeiie  qf  phoephatee  is  independent  qf  the 
irritationqfa  ealeulue,  or  qf  organic  dieeaee, 
it  ie  moet  tUtundant  in  the  urine  paeeed  in 
the  evening  (urine  qf  digeetion)  ^  and  abeent 


or  replaced  by  uric  acid^  or  urates,  M  the 
morning  urine  (urine  qf  the  blood),  the 
urine  being  aiwaye  qf  tolerably  natural 
colour,  never  below,  and  qften  above  the 
mean  deneitg.  Where  the  presence  o/phoe* 
phatic  salt  depends  on  the  irritation  qf  a 
calculus,  or  uf  organic  mischitf  in  the 
urinary  passages,  the  urine  is  pale  and 
whey 'like,  qfa  density  below  the  avei^wf^r 
qften  considerably  so,  and  the  eartkf^epiaU 
is  nearly  equally  abundant  irn  0H  iyki  and 
morning  urine, 

I  have  arranged*  l»  Ar  fiUe  before  you, 
the  results  of  amm  of  mj  observations  on 
several  speilMMto  of  orine  yielding  some 
copiouadhporfCi  of  triple  phosphate,  and  un- 
conflMUd  with  calculus  or  organic  disease. 


Urine  depositing  phosphaim  wUkaut  organic  disease. 


Evening  urine. 

1 

Morning  urine. 

Action  on 

Action  on 

Colour. 

Density. 

litmus.          Deposit. 

Colour. 

Density. 

litmus. 

Deposit 

Case. 

Pale 

1.029 

iimftnL 

1 

Prisms  of  triple; 

Dark 

1.031 

Neutral. 

Red 

Gouty  dys- 

amber 

1 

phosphates,   i 

amber. 

urates. 

pepsia. 

Normal 

1.02» 

Alkaline.         Ditto.        | 

Normal. 

1.025 

Acid. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Pale 

1*920 

Neutral. 

Ditto  with 

phosphate  of 

lime. 

Pale. 

1.025 

Ditto. 

Uric 
acid. 

Ditto, 

Pal0 

1.022 

Neutral. 

Neariy  aU 

phosphate  of 

lime. 

Normal. 

1025 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Normal 

1.028 

Barely 
alkaline. 

Prisms  and 

Btellnofphos- 

phate. 

Ditto. 

1.031 

Neutral. 

Ditto 
and 
scanty 
priamt 
ofphoi* 
phate. 
None. 

Dyspepsia 
of  intem- 

Amber 

1.025 

Acid. 

Prisms  of 

Ditto. 

1.020 

Add. 

Dyspepsia 

phosphate* 

following 
fatigue. 

Amber 

1.025 

Acid. 

Fine  stellse  of 

Ditto. 

1.020 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Dysme- 

triple  salt. 

. 

norrhcea. 

In  these  examples  you  have  an  exoellent 
illustration  of  the  fact  announced  by  Ber- 
selios,  that  phosphates  may  be  abundantly 
present  in  some  specimens  of  urine  and  de- 
Adent  in  others  passed  within  a  few  hours  of 
the  former.    We  must  next  investigate  the 

Cause  qfthe  excess  qf  phosphate  in  the  urine. 

I  shall  not  here  direct  your  attention  to  the 
immediate  cause  as  connected  with  the  parti- 
cular function  involved,  as  this  has  been  so  well 
and  so  accurately  explained  by  Dr.  Prout  in 
his  elegant  and  valuable  work  on  **  Stomach 
and  Urinary  Diseases,"  that  I  should  feel  it 

Jiuite  uigustiftable  to  occupy  your  time 
iirther  than  to  press  you  to  peruse  this 
excellent  volume,  unless  I  had  far  more  in- 
formation to  add  to  what  is  there  laid  down 


on  this  important  subject,  than  I  really 
possess.  The  question  for  me  to  take  up  in 
this  place  is  the  one  which,  as  in  the  ease  of 
uric  acid  and  urates,  has  been  of  late  much 
neglected,  especially  by  the  disdples  of 
Liebig^un  the  nature  of  the  ultimate  origin 
qf  phosphates  in  the  urine.  When  we  re- 
collect that  combinations  of  magnesia,  Ifane, 
potass,  and  ammonia,  exist  in  great  abundance 
in  the  artides  of  food  yielded  by  the  vege- 
table kingdom,  we  at  once  discover  a  pro- 
bable source  of  much  of  the  phosphates  in  the 
urine,  and,  indeed,  in  other  fluids  and  solids 
of  the  body.  It  is  easy  to  prove  that  much 
more  of  the  phosphatic  salts  are  thus  taken 
into  the  system  than  can  possibly  be  got  rid  of 
by  the  urine,  which  as  we  have  seen  contains 
as  a  mean  6.5  grains  of  phosphoric  acid  ia 
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the  secretion  of  24  hoars.  We  know  also 
that  a  large  amount  of  phospbatic  earthy 
salts  is  laid  up  in  the  body  in  the  osseous 
and  cartilaginous  textures,  and  in  mucous 
tissues  and  secretions,  as  well  as  in  smaller 
quantity  in  all  the  solids  and  fluids  of  the 
animal  frame.  In  addition  to  this,  part  of 
the  phosphoric  acid  of  the  ingesta  exists, 
combined  with  oleine  as  oleo-phosphoric  acid, 
and  is  an  important  ingredient  of  nervous 
matter  of  the  brain  and  its  extensions; 
whilst  another  portion  is  deoxidised,  and 
exists  in  this  nervous  tissue  combined  with 
carbon,  nitrogen,  hydrogen,  and  oxygen, 
under  the  form  of  a  phosphorised  fat  or  cere- 


bric  acid.  The  excess  of  phosphates  which 
escape  the  assimilative  powers  of  the 
stomach  may  be  traced  in  the  faeces.  Ber- 
zelius  found  in  three  ounces  of  homan  excce- 
ment  six  grains  of  earthy  phosphates  (Swedish 
weights.) 

To  shew  you  how  amply  any  excess  of 
phosphates  in  the  secretions  may  be  ac- 
counted for  by  their  presence  in  the  ingesta, 
I  have  calculated  the  quantity  of  these  earthy 
salts  which  exist  in  an  ounce  of  ten  articles 
of  food  from  the  vegetable,  and  two  from  the 
animal  kingdom,  tsdcing  care  to  choose  for 
the  basis  of  my  calculation  those  analyses 
which  appear  to  be  most  trustworthy. 


Proportion  of  Phosphates  in  articles  qf  Diet, 


Article  of  Food, 


Grains  or  pboRphates 
in  an  ounce. 


Authority. 


Potato  (Solanum  Tuberosum)     .     . 
Pease  (Pisum  Sativum)     .... 

Maize  (Zea  Mays) 

French  Bean  (Phaseolus  Vulgaris)  . 
Wheat  (Trilicum  Hybemum).     ,     . 

Beans  (Vicia  Faba) 

Lentil  (Ervum  Lens*) 

Rice  (Oryza  Sativa) 

Milk 

Artichoke  (Helianthus  Tuberohus)  .     . 
Tuberous   Vetchling   (Lathyrus  Tube- 

rosus 

Beef 


23.56 

Iiiebig. 

9.26 

Braconnot. 

7.2 

Gorham. 

4.7 

Braconnot. 

4.77 

Liebig. 

4.7 

Einhoff. 

2.736 

Ditto. 

1.92 

Braconnot. 

1.2 

Liebig. 

0.9G 

Payen  &  Braconnot. 

0.5760 

Ditto. 

0.38 


Liebig. 


From  this  table  you  cannot  fail  to  be  struck 
with  the  enormous  quantity  of  the  earthy 
phosphates  which  daily  enters  the  stomach 
with  our  food ;  although  you  roust  bear  in 
mind  that  the  numbers  I  have  inserted  in  the 
tables  cannot  be  taken  as  absolutely  correct ; 
for  in  most  of  the  analyses  I  have  consulted, 
the  quantities  of  earthy  salts  (phosphates, 
carbonates,  sulphates)  are  placed  together, 
followed  by  the  remark  that  the  salts  were 
**  chiefly  composed  of  phosphates,**  or 
'*  nearly  all  phosphates.*' 

If,  for  the  sake  of  illustration,  we  suppose 
a  person  makes  a  hearty  meal  of  bread,  meat, 
and  potatoes,  we  shall  And  that  he  is  eating 
a  far  greater  quantity  of  earthy  phosphates 
than  we  should  have,  d  priori^  supposed  : 
thus,  if  we  suppose  a  meal  to  consist  of 

Four  ounces  of  beef  ....       1*52 

Do.  of  wheatrn  flour  made  into 

bread  or  pudding  ....     19.08 

Three  ounces  of  potatoes     .     .     94*24 

114-84 
it  is  evident  that  upwards  of  1 14   grains  of 
earthy  salts,  consisting  chiefly  of  phospiiates, 
would  enter  the  stomach. 

It  is  obvious  that  another  source  of  the 
excretion  of  phosphate  in  the  urine  is  to  be 


found  in  the  destructive  or  secondary  assimi- 
lation of  nervous  matter  in  which  phosphorus 
enters  as  a  component.     This  view  was  pro- 
pounded and  illustrated  by  Dr.  Front  long 
before    Professor   Liebig*s  work  appeared* 
although,   in   common  with  the  prevailing 
fashion  of  the  day,  and  forgetful  of  the  merits 
of  our  own  illustrious  countryman,  the  dis* 
ciples  and  followers  of  Liebig  have  given  the 
merit  of  this  idea  to  him.     Most,  indeed,  of 
this  number  a])pear  to  have  been  ignorant 
that  a  similar  view  had  been  announced  by 
Dr.  Prout.     As  the  nervous  mass  must,  in 
common  with  other  tissues  of  the  body,  bo 
daily  and  hourly  undergoing  a  change,  fresh 
matter  being  deposited  and  the  old  absorbed, 
during  which  process  its  particles  undergo  s 
Kecondury  asbimilation  (Prout),  or  metamor- 
phosifi  (Liebig),  phosphoric  acid  is  generated, 
and,  combining  with  bases,  escapes  in  the 
urine. 

The  discovery  of  phosphorus  as  an  element 
of  the  mass  of  the  brain  is  due  to  Vauquelin  ; 
and,  according  to  his  analysis,  it  contains 
1  '5  per  cent,  of  phosphorus.  This  statement 
has  been  v,»rified  by  many  subsequent  oh* 
servers,  especially  by  M.  Couerbe,  and  more 
recently  by  Frcmy.  According  to  the  latter, 
the  nervous  matter  consists  of 
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Albumen 
Fat      . 
Water 


7 
5 

88 


100 


to  yon  the  probable  scarce  of  the  phosphates 
of  the  urine,  more  especially  of  the  triple 
salt.  But  it  is  evident  that  phosphates, 
especially  the  calcareous  combinations,  may 
be  discovered  in  large  quantity  in  the  urine, 


This  cerebral  fat  is  a  mixture  of  olein,  mar-  <l^^  independent  of  any  organic  or  func- 
garin,  oleic,  and  margaric  acids,  with  cho-  ^onal  lesion  of  the  kidney.  In  fact,  cases 
lestcrine,oleo-phosphoric, and cerebric acids;  not  unfrequently  occur  in  which  phosphate 
the  latter  being  wholly  or  parUy  combined  ^f  lime  in  particular,  leas  frequently  the 
with  soda  (Annalen  der  Chimie  imd  Physik.  magnesian  salt,  is  poured  out  by  the  mucous 
Band,  40).  The  oleo-phosphoric  acid  is,  by  membrane  of  the  bhidder,  mixed  with  mucus, 
boiling,  resolved  into  olcine  and  phosphoric  -All  mucous  secretions  contain  the  phosphoric 
acid ;  the  cerebric  acid  is  composed  of  ^^^^  combined  with  earthy  bases,  and  hence, 

if  an  excess  of  the  latter  is  secreted  with  the 
vesical  mucus,  it  may  be  washed  away  by' the 
urine,  and  form  a  deposit.  This  is  by  no 
means  unfrequent  in  the  irritable  bladder 
depending  on  the  irritation  of  chronic  cystitis, 
prostatic  diseases,  &c. :  we  have  a  perfect 
analogy  to  this  in  the  calculous  concretions 
found  in  the  ducts  of  glands  furnishing 
mucous  secretions.  These  are  all  prone  to 
secrete  phosphates  in  too  great  an  excess  to 
be  washed  away  with  the  secretion ;  they  are, 


Carbon 

.     .     66-7 

Hydrogen 
Nitrogen 
Oxygen 
Phosphorus 

.     .     10-6 
.     .       2-3 
.     .     19-5 
.     .       0-9 

100- 

In  addition  to  this  source  of  phosphoric 
acid,  we  must  not  overlook  the  fact  of 
the   albuminous    tissues    containing    phos- 


phorus, and  hence  of  their  affording,  by  the  therefore,    retained,   and  form   a  calculus, 

process  of  obstructive  assimilation,  another  These,  from  whatever  part  of  the  body  they 

supply  of  this  element.  are  obtained,  present  nearly  the  same  oom- 

Thus  far  I  have  endeavoured  to  point  out  position. 

Composition  qf  phoaphatie  concretions. 


Species    .... 

Prostatic 

Bronchial 

Seminal 

Salivary 

Pancreatic. 

Phosphate  of  lime  . 

84  5 

80- 

90- 

75- 

80- 

Carbonate  of  lime  . 

•5 

2-3 

2- 

2- 

3- 

Animal  matter  .     . 

150 

7-7 

10- 

23- 

7- 

Authority     ,     .     . 

Lassaigne 

Brandes 

Peschier 

G.  B. 

G.  B. 

At  our  next  meeting  I  shall  conclude  my    to  the  consideration  of  those  which  present 
remarks  on  this  class  of  sediments,  and  pass    evidence  of  organization. 


ON  THE 

HOMOLOGY  OF  THE  P(ETAL 

CIRCULATION. 

'  Bt  Thomas  Williams,  M.B. 

Tutor  on  Healthy  and  Morbid  Microscopic 
Anatomy,  at  Guy's  Hospital. 

{For  the  London  Medical  Gazette.) 


It  is  now  a  fundamental  principle  in 
the  science  of  embryology  that  the 
oyam  of  themammiferou8animal,during 
the  progress  of  developrtient,  exhibits 
phases  of  structure  which,  although 
transient  in  duration,  present  the  most 
remarkable  correspondence  with  types 
of  structure  which  belong  persistently 
to  animals  inferior  in  the  scale.  It  is 
therefore  admitted  to  be  necessary,  in 
order  to  the  attainment  of  the  greatest 
perfection  in  the  details  of  organic  struc- 
ture, that  nature  should  first  realise  the 
800.— XXXII. 


simplest  formative  idea,  and  subse- 
quentljr  make  advance  along  the  typical 
gradations  of  the  extended  scale  wnich 
so  remotely  separates  the  most  simple 
from  the  most  complex  and  perfect  of 
living  forms.  So  that  if  regarded  in  the 
light  of  a  universal  and  abstract  law,  lan- 
guage of  mathematical  exactness  and 
precision  might  be  employed  in  the 
enunciation  of  this  developmentid 
principle.  If  the  correctness  of  this 
be  admitted  as  a  general  fact,  it  may  be 
certainly  reduced  to  the  definite  pro- 
position that  the  higher  organic  form 
IS  nothing  more  than  a  multiple  of  the 
lower;  the  highest  only  a  compound 
multiple  of  a^  below  it;  and  conversely, 
the  simplest  a  remote  submoltiple  of 
the  highest. 

When  thus  contemplated,  there  is 
confessedly  an  imposing  air  of  univer- 
sality about  tliis  principle,  which 
may  be  apparently  ^receivea  as  a  trium- 
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QfDof  dut  physiological  science  probability  is  a  legitimate  admission. 

"SUe  «f  geneialisatioiis  more  The  process  of  evolution  proceeds.  The 

tukd  camprthenaye  than  any  aortic  dilatation  contracts,  the  rudimen- 

the   science  of  inanimate  tar^  branchiee  disappear,  and  a  second 

emble.    Bat  there  are  ex-  auricle  is  developed.    It  is  now  that 

in  the  details  of  its  operation,  the  most  interesting  part  of  this  subject 

rise  as  real  objections  against  approaches.    It  is  evident  that  adapt- 

_  icit  recognition  of  this  law,  at  ing  nature  has  now  advanced  the  or- 

all  events  against  its  pretensions  to  ganic  standard  of  the  new  being  into 

VBiTeiial  applicability,  it  is  at  present  an    actual  paritv   with   the   reptilian 

proposed  to  consider  these  exceptions  model ;  that  is,  the  ventricular  segment 

witn  reference  only  to  a  few  partial  of  the  heart  consists  only  of  oue  cham- 

particnlars.  ber,  while  the  auricular  is  subdivided 

The  analog  is  perhaps  admissible  into  two. 
which  physiologists  have  generally  Like  the  former  correlation,  this  is 
announced  between  the  character  of  not  exactly  true.  If  the  right  ventricle 
the  circulation,  as  it  primitively  appears  in  the  instance  of  the  foetus  were  sup- 
in  the  vascular  lamina  of  the  mammi-  posed  altogether  absent,  the  three  re- 
ferous  ovum,  and  the  type  of  the  cir-  maining  chambers  would  more  com- 
culating  system  which  obtains  as  a  pletely  resemble  the  cardiac  svstem  of 
permanent  formation  in  many  of  the  the  reptile ;  the  single  ventricle  would 
inferior  orders  of  invertebrate  animals,  assume  at  once  the  branchial  (placental. 
In  the  succeeding  phase  the  central  or  pulmonic)  and  systemic  characters. 
vessel  assumes  the  nigher  characters,  It  is  quite  capable  of  demonstration 
which  distinguish  the  propulsive  ap-  that  the  septum  ventriculorum  occupies 
paratus  in  the  circulation  of  fishes ;  a  a  period  of  four  weeks  in  its  completion; 
simple  auricle,  and  an  equally  simple  its  formation  commences  at  the  4th  and 
ventricle,  now  constitute  the  sum  of  is  completed  by  the  8th  week.  The 
the  cardiac  centres.  A  subdivision,  or  development  of  the  auricular  septum, 
rather  a  multiplication  of  the  cardiac  however,  does  not  begin  until  the  10th 
cavities,  subsequently  occurs,  which  or  1 1  th  week ;  and  is  completed  about 
exalts  tne  mechanism  of  the  apparatus  the  3d  month.  Before  the  development 
to  the  standard  of  the  reptilian  tvpe.  of  the  ventricular  septum,  it  is  implied 
It  must  not  be  supposed  that  the  bulbus  that  the  propulsive  segment  of  the 
arteriosus  of  fisnes,  although  it  com-  heart  consists  only  of  one  cavity.  In 
poses  a  third  element  in  the  propulsive  regard  to  the  interposition  between  the 
■ystem,  is  a  true  cardiac  cavity ;  or  the  two  chambers  of  the  auricular  partition, 
analofl[ue  of  the  second  auricle  of  the  in  consequence  of  the  persistence  of  the 
repitinan  heart.  It  is  a  collateral  or  oval  foramen,  it  is  at  once  seen  that  no 
superadded  provision,  made  in  obvious  alteration  of  type  is  produced  by  its  or- 
accordance  with  the  strictest  hydraulic  dinary  and  incomplete  formation.    Let 

Cciples.     The  intervention  of  the  it  now  then  be  determined  what  are 

icnial  capillaries*  between  the  two  the  real  terms  of  the  alleged  aneJogy 

segments   of   the   circulating  system  between  the  stage  of  foetal  evolution, 

renders  necessary  the  provision  of  the  which,  indeed,  continues  throughout  Uie 

auxiliary  force  realised  in  the  aortic  term  of  utero-gestation,  and  the  form 

bulb.     (This    is    not    the    occasion  of  the   circulating  system   which   is 

on  which  to  shew  the  physical  prin-  proper  to  and  permanent  in  the  reptile. 

ciples   on   which   this  object  is  ac-  In  the  crocodilian,  the  highest,  as  well 

complished).     The    same  necessities  as  the  amphibious,  the  lowest  reptile, 

exist  in  the  case  of  the  fcBtus  of  the  the  arterial  stream  which  returns  from 

higher  animal ;  the  existence,  namely,  the  lungs,  and  the  venous  current  which 

of  a  branchial  circulation,  and  it  is  reflows  from  the  general  system,  ad- 

acoordingly  proved  that  the  same  pro-  mingle  in  the  common  chamber  of  the 

visions  are  temporarily  made.    Thu  is  ventricle.    In  the  foetus  this  admixture 

not  true  in  detail  of  structure,  but  only  happens  in  the  inferior  cava ;  here  the 

in  type.    Let  all  these  be  admitted  as  confluence  occurs  between  the  placental 

correct  correspondences,  which  in  great  and  venous  streams.    The  ductus  ar- 

Ration  of  flihciL  wHi<*h  *h«  snthor  has  recently  °^^  °^  Viewed  as  the  analogue  of  that 

fioitd,  will  be  &r'  ^rtinre  number.  freer    communication    which     exists 
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between  imperfectly  divided  Tentricles  diumP  These  inquiries  suggest  the 
of  the  reptilian  heart  In  the  reptile  consideration  of  several  analogous  and 
the  blood  is  exactlv  the  same  ineverv  difierential  conditions.  The  tempera- 
part  of  the  circulating  system;  with  ture  in  the  two  instances  is  certainly 
the  exception  only  of  that  returning  determined  by  that  of  the  surrounding 
from  the  lungs.  In  the  foetus,  on  the  element  The  foetus  eidiibits  exactly 
contrary,  there  is  an  appreciable  amount  the  same  temperature  as  the  internal 
of  difierence  between  tne  cephalic  and  surface  of  the  uterine  walls,  and  the 
candal  currents ;  vet  the  former,  which  liquor  amnii.  In  making  o(  her  observa- 
is  the  more  arterial  of  the  two,  possesses  tipns  iwon  the  pre^^ant  rabbit,  I  have 
only  mean  qualities,  or  those  precisely  mwe  than  once  incidentally  proved 
intermediate  between  venous  and  ar-  that  the  thermometer  mounts  by  seve- 
terial  blood,  for  the  placental  and  caval  ral  degrees  when  removed  from  amid 
streams  nearly  eoual  each  other  in  the  convolutions  of  the  intestines  and 
magnitude.  In  relation,  however,  to  planted  in  the  interior  of  the  gravid 
the  olood  which  circulates  the  posterior  uterus.  The  uterine  parietes  generally 
extremities,  it  is  at  once  apparent  that  are  unquestionably  the  scene  of  great 
in  nutrient  properties  it  is  inferior  to  comparative  activity  of  circulwon. 
the  systemic  fluid  of  the  really  cold-  The  interposed  layer  of  the  animal 
blooded  animal.  fluid  offers  a  favourable  medium  for 

From  a  careful  examination  of  the  the  conveyance  of  the  heat  thus  rapidly 

anatomical  character  and  dependence  generated  towards  the  exterior  of  the 

of  the  Eustachian  valve,  notwithstand-  new  being.    From  recent  observations, 

in^  the  opposing  experiments  of  Dr.  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  the  tem- 

John  Reia,  I  have  recentlv  convinced  perature  of   the  maternal  system  is 

myself  that  it  is  mechanically  inefficient  elevated  altogether  during  the  period 

as  a  means  for  preserving  the  individu-  of  utero-gestation:  but  tnat  certainly 

ality  of  the  two  caval  currents  as  they  the  temperature  of  the  uterus  itself  is 

traverse  the  chamber  of  the  right  auricle;  raised  beyond  that  of  the  abdominal 

at  the  period  of  its  diastole,  when  the  cavity.    So  far,  then,  the  correlative 

auricle  has  attained  a  moderate  limit  of  conditions  in  the  case  of  the  reptile  and 

distension,  it  may  be  readily  demon-  the  foetus  are  closely  correspondent 

strated  that  the  two  streams  must  freely  But  there  are  now  some  discrepant 

intermingle.    It  is  not  true,  therefore,  points  to  be  adjusted.    Notwithstand- 

that  the  oif^nce  of  quality  is  so  con-  ing  the  slowness  with  which  the  nu- 

siderable  as  that  generally  taught  by  trient  process  nroceeds  in  the  two  cases, 

anatomists  between  the  blood  distn-  there  are  striKin^  difierences  in  the 

buted  to  the  anterior  se^ent  and  that  comparative  velocities  of  the  two  circu- 

circulatin^   the  posterior  segment  of  lations.     The  foetal   heart    performs 

the  body  m  the  foetus.  double  the  strokes   of   the  maternal 

It  musty  then,  be  admitted  that  while  organ,   and   considerably  more  than 

the  detailed  mechanism  of  the  cardiac  double  the  number  of  the  cardiac  pul- 

apparatus  in  the  mammalian  foetus  is  sations  in  the  reptile.    It  is  eviaent 

strikingly  dissimilar  from  that  which  that  the  surrounding  any  more  than  its 

is  proper  to  the  reptile,  the  circulating  own  proper  heat  will  not  account  for 

blood  in  the  two  instances  is,  notwith-  this  multiple  of  frequency ;  for  if  so,  its 

standing,  assimilated  by  the  moststrik-  temperature  ouffht  to  be  double  that  of 

ing  affinity  of  character.    But  if  this  the  mother,  wnich  it  is  not    There 

similarity  of  property,   and    organic  must  be  some  other  cause,  then,  for 

character,   be  fundamentally  correct,  this  remarkably  augmented  frequency 

the  reflective  inquiries  at  once  suggest  in  the  cardiac  pulsations  of  the  foetus, 

themselves — How  is  it,  Uien,  that  one  It  is  not  apparent  that  the  explanadve 

is  cold-blooded  and  the  other  warm-  argument  can    be   derived  from  the 

blooded?    How  is  it  that  the  heart  of  greater    excitability  of   the    nervous 

one  pulsates  with  double  vigour  and  svstem.    Some  physiolo^ts,  I  believe 

frequency,  while  that   of   the   other  tne  idea  originated  with  Dr.  Hall,  have 

strangles  out  its  laborious  beats  with  so  supposed  that  this  double  frequency 

muc'C  slowness ;  that  the  temperature  exactly  agrees  with  the  idea  that  the 

of  the  one  exceeds  the  limits  of  the  two  ventricles  contract    at   alternate 

maternal  heat,  while  the  other  sinks  to  times.    The  two  ventricles  ^^^*^^'^, 

the  standard  of  the  surrounding  me-  also,  to  be  8u^\\^ft^^a-^^.^^^=s^'^''5?^ 
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and  separate  arterial  streams,  although  Gulliver,  and  Wharton  Jonc»,  and  the 
there  is  but  one  coronary  vein.  But  subsequent  luminous  generalizations  of 
suppose  this  hypothesis  positively  to  Dr.  Carpenter,  the  conclusion  appears 
embrace  the  truth— that  tiie  systole  of  well  founded  that  in  the  blood  or  the 
the  two  ventricles  is  performed  at  young  of  all  vertebrata  the  colourless 
regularly  alternate  periods— it  must  of  corpuscles  preponderate  over  the  red 
course  follow  that  the  pulsations  of  particles,  this  preponderance  being 
the  cephalic  and  brachial  system  of  the  greater  as  the  foetus  is  younger, 
arteries  should  be  exactly  one-half  the  As  regards  the  diminished  proportion 
frequency  of  the  beats  in  the  abdominal  of  the  red  particles  in  the  fcBtaf  blood, 
and  crural :  since  the  out-going  cur-  the  fiict  coincides  well  with  the  views 
rent  in  the  ascending  aorta  and  its  of  Mr.  Wharton  Jones  in  relation  to 
dependent  branches  can  obey  only  the  their  functions— that,  namely,  of  main* 
action  of  the  left  ventricle,  while  con-  taining  the  excitability  of  the  nervous 
fesscdiy  the  descending  stream  would  and  muscular  systems.  But  it  does  not 
acknowledge  the  two-fold  agency  of  appear  that  the  number  of  the  red 
the  two  ventricles.  But  let  the  cor-  corpuscles  in  the  foetus  is  exclusively 
rcctncss  of  this  view  be  momentarily  adequate  to  the  efficient  maintenance 
admitted,  and  let  us  inquire  into  the  of  its  known  excitability.  Miiller  has 
necessary  results.  It  appears  almost  proved  by  direct  observation  that  the 
certain  that  if  the  undulations  in  the  blood  of  the  umbilical  vein  is  scarcely 
two  fluid  columns — that,  namely,  urged  or  not  at  all  distinguishable  in  colour 
by  the  right  side  through  the  pulmo-  from  that  of  the  umbilical  arteries,  and 
nary  artery  and  arterial  duct,  and  that  Dr.  Carpenter  has  instituted  a  corn- 
driven  by  the  left  side  through  the  parison  between  the  contents  of  the 
aortic  arch — or,  to  express  the  fact  in  placental  vessels  and  the  chyle — not  the 
more  precise  language,  if  the  phases  of  pulmonic  blood— of  tiie  adult  animal, 
elevation  and  depression  in  these  two  It  is  believed  that  in  equal  volumes  of 
conjujc;ating  currents  be  not  exactly  reptilian  and  foetal  blood,  a  similar 
coincident,  it  obviously  follows  that  proportion  of  the  coloured  corpuscles 
the  resultant  stream  would  be  con-  would  be  found';  while  in  regard  to 
tinuous  and  nnpulsating  in  its  course ;  the  colourless  globules  they  would  be 
and  this  must  be  the  consequence  if  it  far  more  numerous  in  the  latter.  Since 
be  actually  true  that  the  ventricular  the  time  of  Hunter,  two  principles  have 
contnictions  are  alternate,  and  not  con-  become  axiomatic  in  physiology :  first, 
temporaneoui.  So  that  the  eccentric  that  the  red  particles  are  directly  in 
conditions  would  be  realised  in  the  proportion  as  the  energies  and  demands 
system  of  the  footus,  of  a  central  organ  of  the  muscular  and  nervous  systems  : 
performing  150  pulsations  in  a  minute,  and  secondly,  as  the  volume  of  oxygen 
the  pulmonary  artery  and  ascending  consumed.  The  diminished  propor- 
aorta  and  its  munches  undulating  with  tion  of  these  corpuscles  in  foetal  blood 
a  fivmiency  of  75  waves  in  the  same  conforms  with,  and  confirms,  these 
perioa  of  time,  while  positively  the  important  principles;  the  fact  Hke- 
aescendin^  system  does  not  pulsate  at  wise  afibrds  clear  confirmation  to  the 
all*.  This  might  be  readily  proved  by  views  of  Liebig  in  reference  to  the 
the  obstetrician.  But  I  think  it  will  functions  of  the  red  particles  as  vehi- 
be  admitted  that  its  importance  scarcely  cles  simply  for  the  transmission  of 
reouircs  a  confutation  so  prave.  It  is  oxygen  fiom  one  part  of  the  system 
sufficient  to  remark  in  disproof,  that  to  the  other;  while  it  opposes  with 
the  arteries  of  the  funis  pulsate  syn-  almost  equal  force  the  hypothesis  of 
chronously  with  the  fofetal  heart.  Dr.  Carpenter,  which  assigns  to  these 
It  now  becomes  plain  that  the  remarkable  bodies  in  part  the  office  of 
peculiarities  of  the  foetal  circulation  elaborating  the  liquor  sanguizus  into 
must  be  explained  on  some  sounder  and  some  higher  organic  principle,  or  of 
more  philosophic  principles :  and  it  converting  albumen  into  fibnne. 
was  not  untu  a  coinparatively  recent  From  the  concurrent  weight  of  these 
pNeriod  that  these  principles  could  be  observations,it  may  be  received  as  most 
either  TecogniMd  or  applied.  Since  probable  that  the  blood  circulating  in 
the  late  observations  of  Dr.  M.  Barry,  the  placenta  receives  only  a  very  small- 

"•  1  have  prored  that  the  abdomiiua lorUof  th«  comparative  volume  of  oxygen,  and  it 

Oih  does  not  properly  pn^mi/<>.  18  m  intimate  agreement  witn  this  cir- 
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cumstance  to  perceive  that  positively  Aftalready^tatedy  the  quantity  of  oxygen 
the  foetal  economy  requires  but  a  very  consumed  is  small,  and  the  red  cor- 
inconsiderable  proportion  of  this  ele-  puscules  exist  only  in  small  proportion, 
ment  According  to  the  recent  in-  so  that  neither  of  these  agents  can 
ductions  of  Liebig,  the  most  direct  contribute  much  towards  the  main- 
agency  of  oxygen  consists  in  that  of  tenance  of  this  inordinate  rate  of  cir- 
oxidising  away  the  eflEete  materials  of  culation.  But  these  conditions  would 
the  structure,  be  entirely  inoperative  in  the  absence 

In  the  fcetal  organism  this  process  of  the  {>ro^r  temperature.     In  the 

ofoxidisingdisentegration  is  as  obscure  adult   tms  is  immediately  dependent 

as  the  volume  of  the  consumed  Oxygen  upon  the  mutual  agency  of  atmospheric 

is  small.    It  is  unquestiooable  that  the  oxyp;en  and  the  red  particles — the  or- 

most  active  organic  process  in  the  foetus  game  process,  secon^uy  assimilation ; 

is  that  of  growth — the  constant  super-  and  in  the  fmtus — not  by  the  analo^us 

position  of  nutrient  elements — as  in  old  process  of  placental  respiration— it  is 

age  it  is  the  process  of  decay.    In  the  m  greatest  proportion  derived  from  the 

former  caae,  therefore,  a  small  supply  heat  of  the  mraium  which  it  inhshits. 

only  of  oxygen  is  required;  while  in  It  is  the  comparatively  elevated  tem- 

^e  latter,  the  disentegration  of  the  perature  of  the  uterine  parietes  and 

fabric  being  rapid,  the  consumption  of  li(}uor  amnii  that  occasions  and  main- 

this  element  must  be  great.  It  oecomes  tains  the  remarkably  rapid  rate  of  its 

consequently  apparent,  that  the  most  circulation. 

important  of  all  conditions  to  be  When  the  transition  is  made  from 
reahsed  in  the  foetal  organism  must  be  the  intra-uterine  to  the  atmospheric 
that  of  supplying  the  materials  of  mode  of  living,  some  of  these  eonditioiis 
growth.  Then,  since  neither  a  great  undergo  a  most  complete  reversal.  This 
volume  of  oxy^n,  nor  a  great  propor-  transition  is  accomplished  by  the  adop- 
tion of  red  particles,  is  necessary  to  the  tion  of  the  most  remarkably  foresighted 
accom|^ishment  of  this  object,  a  copious  ^yrecautions  against  the  injurious  opera- 
provlsiwi  of  either  would  be  certoinly  tion  of  the  ^tered  circumstances  into 
superfluous.  In  conclusion,  then,  there  which  the  new  being  is  thrown.  It  was 
are  several  facts  with  reference  to  the  while  studying  the  changes  which 
character  of  the  foetal  circulation  to  be  occur  in  the  lungs,  when  commencing 
accounted  for.  First,  the  small  amount  their  functions  as  agents  of  atmospheric 
of  red  particles,  entailing  a  diminished  respiration,  that  these  reflections  first 
consumption  of  oxygen.  Secondly,  the  presented  themselves  to  my  mind.  At 
doubly  rapid  rate  of  the  circulation,  oirth,  the  physiological  daiigers  which 
Thirdlv,  tne  great  preponderance  of  immediately  aflEect  the  child  are  two- 
colourless  ^lobule^  These  are  peco-  fold.  First,  if  the  lun^  were  to  suffer 
liarities  which  belons^  exclusively  to  complete  and  perfect  distension  by  the 
the  uterine  foetus  of  uie  mammiferous  air  at  the  very  first  act  of  inspiration, 
animal.  and  the  process  of  atmospheric  breathing 

It  is  thus  shown  that  there  is  thus  to  accjuire  at  once  its  maximum 
a  want  of  proportion  between  the  efficiency,  it  is  unquestionably  plain 
volume  of  oxygen  consumed,  the  red  that  the  few  red  corpuscules  at  this 
particles,  the  amount  of  the  muscular  period  in  its  blood  would  be  inevitably 
and  nervous  expenditure,  and  the  rate  super-oxidised,  and  even  completely 
of  the  circulation.  The  generalisations  disorganised,  just  as  the  voltaic  fluia 
ofHunter,  therefore, encounter astriking  transmitted  along  a  small  metallic  wire 
exception  in  the  laws  of  the  foetu  breaks  up  the  arrangement  of  its  corn- 
economy.  I  believe  the  real  explana^  ponent  atoms,  in  consequence  of  the 
tion  of  these  interesting  circumstances  absence  of  all  relation  of  equality  be- 
to  be  contained  in  the  following  reasons,  tween  the  bulk  or  substance  of  the  wire 
The  rate  of  growth  appears  to  be  de-  and  the  calorific  agency  of  the  voltaic  cur- 
termined,  first,  by  the  proportion  of  the  rent ;  and  so,  likewise,  in  the  foetus,  the 
colourless  corpuscules,  or  of  fibrine  in  process  ofgrowth  would  be  immediately 
the  li<iuor  sanguinis ;  secondly,  by  the  converted  into  one  of  rapidly  destructive 
rapidity  oi  the  circulating  stream,  assimilation.  These  formidable  conse- 
These  two  conditions  are  eminently  quences  are,  however,  wonderfully 
realised  in  the  foetal  system,  and  the  averted  by  the  creatioa  <iC^xs\sis5cc«xsNsa^ 
consequence  of  rapid  growtii  is  insured,  dif^exsXv^  \ygai\NsX  \^^  \w^  '^-rw^  "^sS^ 
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ment  into  the  remote  parenchyma  of  ^^^^^ 

piration  in  puppies,  pigs,  and  also  in  Sib, 

the  child,  enect  no  more  than  the  in-  In  vour  valuable  i>eriodical  of  the  24th 
nation  of  a  few  v€tieU»  only  in  different  of  t'ebruary,  I  noticed  with  great  plea- 
portions  of  the  organ.  In  proportion  sure  an  article  by  Mr.  Thompson,  on 
as  die  process  is  continued,  and  as  the  the  suppoted  influence  of  the  moon's 
muscular  and  nervous  systems  are  de-  rays  as  a  cause  of  disease  in  tropical 
veloped,  the  pulmonary  structure  be-  clmiates,  which  so  closely  agrees  with 
comes  more  uniformly  distended,  and  the  view  I  had  taken  of  the  subject 
the  area  of  the  breathing  sur£eu»  is  that  I  feel  inclined  to  offer  a  few  re- 
correspondhiely  multiplied.  The  tran-  marks  in  support  of  the  same, 
sition,  thus,  from  a  cold-blooded  to  a  During  an  intertropical  voyage,  I 
warm-blooded  character,  with  respect  frequentlyheardfromtne  seamen  of  all 
to  the  properties  of  the  circulating  fluid,  grades  long]  accounts  of  the  dangers 
is  accomplished  by  steps  of  the  most  of  sleeping  on  deck  in  the  moon's  rays ; 
provident  and  cautious  progression.  such  as  being  struck  moon-blind,  paisy 
By  the  process  of  analogical  reasonin^^  of  the  face,  &c.  These  accidents,  I 
which  I  have  here  attempted  to  insti-  explained,  arose,  not  from  the  rays  of 
tnte  and  follow  out,  it  certainly  appears  the  moon,  but  from  the  quantity  of 
that  a  very  probable  and  approximative  moisture  in  the  atmosphere,  which  is 
determination  may  now  be  made,  in  much  sreater  in  strong  moonlight 
regard  to  the  resjaratory  value  of  the  nights  tnan  otherwise ;  and,  of  course, 
placental  agency.  If  it  be  true  that  a  person  sleeping  in  the  open  air  at 
atmospheric  breathing  commences  pro-  such  a  time  would  be  liable  to  attacks 
gressively,  the  inference  must  be  cor-  of  the  kind. 

rectly  founded,  which  argues  that  the  This  I  constantly  maintai^fcd  was 
amount  of  placental  eeration,  as  i>er-  the  only  cause,  and  that  the  rajrs  of  the 
formed  for  a  period  of  given  duration  moon  nad  no  more  to  do  with  it 
immediately  Sffore  birth,  must  be  very  "  than  the  man  in  the  moon :"  but  I 
nearly  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  process  found  no  converts  to  my.theory;  no- 
of  respiration  as  accomplished  oy  the  body  believed  a  word  about  it  Again, 
lungs  within  the  same  period  immedi-  it  was  said  that  meat  exposed  to  the 
atefy  after  birth ;  and  as  it  is  within  the  moon's  rays  during  the  night  would  be 
range  and  power  of  direct  observation  found  putrefied  in  the  morning,  and 
to  establish  that  it  is  mechanically  im-  full  of  maggots.  This  I  also  contra- 
practicable  to  introduce  any  other  than  dieted  and  proved  to  be  erroneous  by 
a  small  and  gradually  increasing  volume  the  following  conclusive  experiment. 
.of  oxyffen  mto  the  blood,  througjh  the  I  hung  up  at  night  a  piece  of  fresh 
channu  of  the  collapsed  and  resisting  mutton  exposed  to  the  rays  of  the 
parench;pia  of  the  unexpanded  lungs,  moon,  and«  at  the  same  time,  another 
at  this  ucipient  period  of  serial  ex-  piece  in  me  shade  away  from  its  in- 
iitence,  it  seems  quite  legitimate  to  fluence;  both  Uiese  pieces,  in  the  mom- 
maintain  the  associated  conclusion  that  ing,  presented  exactly  the  same  appear- 
the  standard  of  the  placental  eeration  ances,  rather  tainted,  but  no  maggots. 
Is  below  the  type  which  isproper  even  and  not  different  from  what  we  would 
to  the  inferior  reptiles.  Ttiis  inferior  expect  to  find  meat  in  the  tropics,  where 
measure  of  oxidation  appears  likewise  it  will  not  keep  sweet  more  than  four- 
satls^torilv  to  account  for  the  re-  and-twenty  hours, 
markshie  aosence  of  excreta  from  the  When  sailors  see  a  man  asleep  on 
fbtal  organism;  for  continued  growth,  deck  in  a  moonlight  night,  they  in- 
unfettered  by  the  counterpoising  forces  variably  throw  something  over  his  face 
of  decay;  for  a  wisely  regulatiSl  addi-  to  screen  it  from  the  moon's  rays,  and 
tion  of  materials  to,  without  any  ap-  prevent  the  ill  consequences  supposed 
preciable  subtraction  from,  the  sum  of  to  be  caused  by  them.  This  it  certainly 
the  increasing  organism.  might  do,  but  on  a  different  principle : 

^_^  for  by  covering  the  person  ne  would 

"~  not  l>e  so  likefy  to  take  cold  from  the 

dampness  of  the  atmosphere,  which  is 
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the  real  cause  of  these  pretended  moon-  of  the  lung.  They  seem  to  have  been 
strokes.  However,  it  is  difficult  to  regarded  as  almost,  if  not  always, 
overcome  a  prejudice  so  deeply  rooted,  secondary  affections,  and  in  our  own 
not  only  amongst  seamen,  but  also  country,  so  late  as  1825,  Mr.  Wardrop, 
amongst  very  intelligent  persons,  many  in  his  edition  of  Baillie's  Works,  vol.  % 
of  whom  I  hiave  frequently  heard  main-  p.  67-6B,  says,  '*  melanoid,  heemathoid, 
tain  the  same  erroneous  opinion :  but  and  scirrhus  tubercle,  when  they 
"  magna  est  Veritas,  et  prevalebit,"  attack  the  lun^,  appear  only  as  a  se- 
The  moon's  rays  have  no  more  to  do  condary  form  of  the  oiseaBe." 
with  it  than  the  moon  was  supposed  by  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  primary 
the  ancients  to  influence  the  catamenial  cancer  of  the  lung  is  rare :  very  few 
periods ;  but  as  people  who  have  slept  cases  are  recorded  and  whether  pri- 
exposed  to  the  rays  of  the  moon  are  mariiy  or  secondarily  affecting  the 
frequently  found  affected  in  various  lun^,  the  ulceration  of  cancerous  de- 
ways,  the  conclusion  naturally  come  to  positions  in  this  situation  is  still  of 
by  an  unscientific .  observer  would  be  less  frequent  occurrence, 
that  those  diseases  were  caused  by  the  Much  as  we  owe  Laennec,  it  is  to 
rays ;  and  T  think,  therefore,  that  the  subsequent  writers  that  we  are  chiefly 
clear  and  rational  explanation  of  such  indebted  for  the  information  we  possess 
phenomena,  given  by  Mr.  Thompson,  on  this  subject,  and  to  none  is  tne  pro- 
cannot  be  too  widely  diffused  and  made  fession  under  greater  obligations  man 
known,  so  as  to  overthrow  a  very  gene-  to  Dr.  Stokes.  The  work  of  this  emL- 
ral  popular  error,  which,  I  believe,  has  nent  physician,  on  the  Diagnosis  and 
never  oefore  been  treated  and  explained  Treatment  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Res- 
in a  manner  so  able  and  satis&ctory.  piratory   Organs,  published   in  1837* 

I  am,  sir,  contained  all  the  Knowledge  we  had 

Your  obedient  servant,  then  acquired  of  the  nature  of  cancer 

J.  Berncastle,  M.R.CS.  &c  and  fungoid  disease  of  the  lung.  Since 

London,  March  IS,  isis.  then  fresh  facts  have  been  collected. 


ON  PRIMART 


and  a  valuable  paper  published  by 
Dr.  Huffhes  in  6uy*s  Hospital  Reports 
for    1841,  details  several   interestins: 

CANCEROUS  DEGENERATION  AND  cases,  while  the  works  of  Hodgkii^ 

ULCERATION  OF  THE  LUNG.  Walshe,  and  the  instructive  lecture  by 

Bt  D  Maglaghu^v  m  d  ^'  Taylor,  in  the  Lancet  for  March 

(Fbr  ike  Medical  Gazeite.J  tigating  the  subject  since  his  volume 
^^.  issuedfrom  the  press,  and  we  have  the 
-,  -  ,  ,  .  ,,  ,.  results  of  his  labours  in  an  interesting 
Primary  cancer  of  the  lung  is,  I  beheve,  memoir  which  is  inserted  in  the  Dublm 
very  generally  an  obscure  affection,  and  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  for  May 
even  in  secondary  cases  the  disease  is  ig42.  Those  who  are  desirous  of  arriv- 
frequently  latent,  remaining  altogether  ing  at  "  the  actual  state  of  our  know- 
unsuspected.  This  obscurity  has  arisen,  ledge  of  the  history  of  thoracic  cancer^ 
m  a  great  mewiwe,  from  the  want  of  will  consult  this  memoir,  and  the  work 
carefully  recorded  cases,  the  occasional  ©f  Dr.  Walshe,  "On  the  Physical 
absence  of  local  symptoms,  neglect  of  Diagnosis  of  the  Lungs,"  with  great 
the  physical  sims,  or,  where  these  have  advantage. 

been  noted,  their  reference  to  other       These  reflections  hdve  been  suggested 

sources  of  common  occurrence  produc-  by  Ae  occurrence  of  a  case  of  primary 

ing  nmilw"  signs  and  symptoms,  and,  cancerous  degeneration,  and  ulceration 

^   by  their  frequency,  exciting  little  in-  of  the  whole  of  the  right  lung,  which 

terest^  in  the  observer.    A  post-mortem  has  recently  been  under  my  care  in  the 

examination  is  then,  perhaps,  omitted,  infirmary   of  this  establishment,  the 

and  the  case  passes  away  without  the  account  of  which  may  be  considered  a 

true  nature  of  the  disease  being  dis-  contribution  to  the  history  and  patho- 

^I?*«*  ,  logy  of  intra-thoracic  cancer;  and,  as 

Until  the  appearance  of  Laennec's  the  case  presented  some  peculiarities, 

immortal  work  on  Auscultation,  veiy  it  may  probably  assist  the  future  c^H- 

little  was  known  of  malignant  diseases  server  in.  C(yreG^\!k%  ^^^Ass»s2f5&  ^  ^^tox 
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may  very  generally  be  still  regarded  as  whatever  was  communicated  on  apply" 

an  obscure  affection.  ing  the  hand.     The  right  side  appeared 

J.  H.,  ajt.  62,  was  admitted  into  the  to  move  «i  masse ;  the  upper  inter- 
infirmary  of  this  hospital,  on  the  4th  of  costal  spaces  remained  natural,  neither 
October  1842,  complaining  of  a  very  sunken  nor  prominent ;  posteriorly  and 
frequent  dry  cough,  difficulty  of  breath-  inferiorly  they  were  less  marked, 
ing,  especially  in  the  recumbent  pos-  Mensuration  detected  no  difference, 
ture,  and  general  debility.  For  several  but,  to  the  eye,  the  upper  part  of  the 
weeks  belore  admission  he  had  been  right  side  was  contracted  in  its  antero- 
attending  the  dispensary  attached  to  posterior  diameter,  while  lower  down 
the  infirmary,  with  these  symptoms,  it  was  fuller,  bulging  considerably  pos- 
which  had  been  gradually  and  progres-  teriorly.  The  rignt  hypochondnum 
sively  increasing  from  their  commence-  projected,  and  elicited  a  dull  sound, 
ment.  He  had  derived  no  benefit  from  for  two  or  three  inches  beyond  the  ribs, 
the  means  employed,  and  passed  rest-  on  percussion.  No  enlarged  veins  were 
less  nights,  in  a  sitting  posture,  ^ith  a  observed  on  the  chest  or  abdomen  ; 
teazing,  tickling  dry  cough,  unaccom-  both  jugulars  were  of  natural  size,  pro- 
panied  with  pain  in  the  chest,  or  fever,  bably  a  little  dilated.  The  heart's 
The  face  was  sallow,  and,  particularly  action  was  normal,  and  unaccompanied 
about  the  eye-lids,  occasionally  oedema-  with  any  murmur.  No  note  was  taken 
tous.  The  urine  was  said  to  be  scanty,  of  the  extent  of  the  sounds,  or  whether 
He  came  under  my  observation  on  the  more  audible  on  the  right  than  the  left 
9th  of  the  month.  side.     The  pulse   at  the  wrists  was 

Physical  signs, — At  this  period,  the  regular  but  feeble.    There  was  no  difli- 

9th  of  October,  the  left  side  of  the  chest  culty  in  swallowin?  until  two  or  three 

sounded  clear  on  percussion,  and  the  days  at  most  before  death,  and  the 

respiratory  murmur  was  puerile,  with-  patient's  appetite  was  but  little  im- 

out  rdles  of  any  description.  The  right  paired.  He  had  passed  less  urine  lately, 

side  was  dull  all  over,  out  not  unequi-  The  constant  teazingdrycough,  and  the 

vocally  so  in  the  mammary  region,  and  difficulty  of  breathing,  were  the  only 

the  respiratory  murmur,  feeble  through-  symptoms  of  which  he  complained,  and 

out,  in  some  places  extinct,  was  accom-  he  was  still  free  from  any  pain  in  the 

)>anied  with  an  occasional  muco-crepi-  chest, 
tating  ronchus  along  the  spine.  From  the  period  of  this  examination 

No    impression   was    made  on    the  no  perceptible  chancre  took  place  in  the 

symptoms  by  medicine.     He  continued  physical    signs :    the    respiration    re- 

io  pass  almost  sleepless  nights  with  the  mained  extinct,  with  diminished  vocal 

cough,  and  the  difficulty  of  breathing  resonance  j  total  absence  of  vibratory 

forced  him  to  sit  half  erect  in  bed,  the  sensation  on  applying  the  hand  to  the 

cough  and  dyspnoea  increasing  on  his  right  side,  and  universal  dulness  on 

iassuming  anv  other  position.    On  the  percussion;    while,    on    the    opposite 

28th  of  October,  I  made  a  careful  ex-  side,  the  respiration  was  puerile,  and 

lamination  of  the  chest,  having  hitherto  the    resonance    natural.    The  cough, 
found  it  impossible  to  satisfy  myself    hitherto  dry,  was  at  length  occasionally 

as  to  the  precise    or  even    probable  accompanied  with  a  scanty  brownish 

nature  of  the  case.    This  examination,  mucous  expectoration.    At  no  period 

though  conducted  with  great  exactitude,  was  there  haimoptj  sis.     On  the  /th  of 

and  with  every  attention  to  the  symp-  November,  he,  for  the  first  time,  com- 

ioms  and  collateral  circumstances,  left  plained  of  uneasiness,  scarcely  amount- 

me  almost  equally  in  doubt  and  uncer-  mg  to  pain,  in  the  right  side  of  the 

tainty.  chest.     His  face  was  now  generally 

The  dulness  on  percussion  had  pro-  swollen,  especially  in  the  morning,  and 

.gressively  increased.    By  this  time  it  the  conjunctivce  were  congested.  About 

.  was  perfect,  particularly  in  the  posterior  this  time  his  wrists  and  hands  became 

regions  of  the  chest,  and  the  walls  re-  oedematous,  and  bv  the  16th  the  oedema 

sisted  the  fingers.     Respiration    had  had  extended  up  tne  arms  to  the  shoul- 

entirely  ceased  in  the  lung,  and  though  ders.    The  oedema  advanced  rapidly, 

there   continued    a   slight   vocal    re-  extended   over    the  chest,  but  never 

'sonance  along  the  base  of  the  right  affected  the  lower  extremities.    He  was 

scapula,  it  was  much  less  marked  than  now  wholly  confined  to  bed.    On  the 

'  on  the  opposite  side ;  and  no  vibration  18th,  his  countenance   was  fearfully 
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altered ;  the  eyes,  congetod,  projected  the  nearer  the  surface,  the  larger  these 

from  their  sockets ;    and  both  arms,  appeared  to  be ;   and  where  the  lugy 

enormonsly  swollen,  equalled  the  thighs  could  be  traced  it  was  of  a  deep  green 

in  circnmierence.    The  dyspnoea  and  colour.      Several    enlarged    bronchial 

cou^  had  increased    in    proportion,  glands,  filled  with  black  carbonaceous 

The  poor  man  sat  doublea  up  in  bed,  matter,  adhered  firmly  to  the  tumor, 

his  chest  resting  on  his  knees,  or,  turned  and  two  or  three  melanotic  tubercles 

over  on  the  right  side,  he  sought  in  were  immediately  adjacent, 
vain  for  relief  to  his  breathing,  sup-        The  left  side  of  the  chest  contained 

Eorting  himself,  in  this  position,  with  a  lar^e  quantity  of  clear  serum.    The 

is  face  on  the  pillow.    His  intellects  lung  itself  was  perfectly  healthy,  cre- 

remained  clear.    At  length,  exhausted  pitaling,  free  from  adhesions,  and  the 

by  his  suffering,  he  suddenly  expired  pleura  was  without  any  trace  of  in- 

on  the  morning  of  the  22d  November,  nammation. 

probably  about  three  months  from  tlie        Nothing  particular  was  observed  in 

commencement  of  the  disease.  the  heart.     The  right  ventricle  was 

^  .    _  , .       I  probably  a  little  dilated.     As  above 

Anatomical  appearanctt  thirty  hours  gt^ted,   the  right  branch  of  the  puU 

q/ter  death,  monary  artery  was  greatly  compressed. 

The  whole  of  the  right  side  of  the  and  nearly  flattened, 
chest  was  filled  with  a  firm  unyielding       The  liver  projected  several  inches 

mass,  pushing  the  liver  two  or  three  below  the  ribs,  was  pale,  but,  together 

inches  below  the  margins  of  the  ribs,  with   the    remaining   viscera  or    the 

and  adhering  so  strongly  to  all  the  abdomen,  appeared  sound.    Excepting 

neighbouring   structures  that   it  was  in  the  right  lune  nothing  like  cancer 

found  impossible  to  d<etach  it  without  a  existed  in  any  otner  part  of  the  body ; 

tedious  dissection,  and  the  attempt  to  and  all  the  organs  but  the  brain  were 

remove  the  whole  lune  was  abandoned,  minutely  examined. 
That  portion  exposed  on  raising  the 

sternum  presented  a  rose  tint.  Cut  Remarks. — It  is  not  my  intention 
into  at  any  part,  the  knife  penetrated  to  occupy  the  reader's  time  with  a 
innumerable  excavations,  var3dng  in  lengthened  analysis  of  this  important 
size  from  a  pea  to  a  walnut.  These  cavi-  case.  The  main  objects  I  have  had  in 
ties,  universally  disseminated  through-  view  are  to  record  the  facts  relating  to 
out  the  lung,  were,  for  the  most  part,  the  symptoms  and  physical  signs,  as 
.filled  with  a  thick,  yellow,  foetid,  far  as  they  were  observed,  and  the 
difiiuent  pns;  others  contained  thin  morbid  alterations  exhibited  on  post- 
sanious  onensive  matters,  while  a  third  mortem  examination, 
set,  and  these  were  fewest  in  number.  Until  far  advanced,  the  case  was 
were  occupied  with  a  whitish  pul-  exceedingly  intricate :  I  had,  besides, 
taceous  substance,  resembling  softened  laboured  under  the  disadvantage  of 
brain.  The  walls  of  these  various  never  having  seen  a  case  of  primary 
cavities  were  ragged,  broken  down,  and  cancer  of  the  lung,  where  it  was  settled 
not  lined  with  any  membrane.  At  the  beyond  dispute  by  subsequent  ex- 
root  of  the  lung[,  encroaching  on  the  amination.  Various  opinions  were 
heart,  and  adhering  firmly  to  the  peri-  formed,  and  I  never  could  satisfy 
cardium,  there  was  a  large,  dense,  white,  mvself  of  their  correctness;  nor  were 
knotty  substance,  surrounding  the  vena  others  able  to  determine  the  precise 
cava  superior,  compressing  it  and  cause  of  the  various  phenomena.  There 
the  right  bronchus,  and  almost  oblite-  were  no  external  tumors,  no  enlarged  or 
rating  the  right  branch  of  the  pul-  varicose  veins  on  the  chest  or  abdomen ; 
monary  artery.  This  firm  tumor  re-  there  was  no  hsemoptysis,  and  several 
sisted  the  kniie,  and  the  incised  surface,  signs  and  symptoms  of  malignant  de- 
of  a  white  colour,  presented  a  fibrous  generation  of  the  lung  were  absent, 
texture  resembling  true  scirrh us.  From  The  disease  had  evidentlv  made  con- 
the  cut  surfaces  there  exuded,  on  pres-  sidcrable  progress  before  tne  man  came 
sure,  a  creamy  fluid  appearing  in  arops  under  hospital  treatment ;  and  on  ad- 
at  various  points.  Immediately  con-  mission  it  was  obvious  that  the  greater 
tiguous  to  this  scirrhus  mass,  the  portion  of  the  lung  was  conolensed. 
abscesses  observed  in  other  portions  of  Extinct  here  ^nd  there^  and  CasfeJ^K^ 
*the  lung  were  here  of  diminished  size ;  thtou^VvwiX.^  ^<^  ^^'ss^vt^Ms^  \sssss«Mis. 
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was  accompanied,  at  the  root  of  the  in  what  this  obstruction  consisted 

lang,  with  a  muco-crepitatinff  ronchus;  questionable.    That  it  arose  from  can- 

and  the  almost  universal  aulness  on  cerous  disease  of  the  lung  was  not  im- 

percussion,   with   the    incessant   dij  probable,    though   this    opinion    was 

cough,  led  to  the  opinion  that  this  merely  conjectural,  and  formed  i&ega- 

consoudation   proceeaed   either  from  tively  on  a  review  of  the  case^  and  on 

tubercles  or  chronic  pneumonia.    The  excluding  other  diseases  with  which  it 

rarity  of  the  latter,  and  the  frequency  was  earher  confounded. 

of  the  former,  inclined  me  to  the  belief  The  rapid  progress  of  the  case  is 

tiiat  the  case  was  one  of  a  class  some-  worthy  of  observation.    Although,  on 

times  met  with,  in  which,  for  a  long  presentation,  the  lung  appeared  to  be 

time,  only  one  lung  is  the  seat  of  crude  extensively  consolidated,  in  about  a 

tuberdes.  The  physical  signs,  however,  fortnight  afterwards  there  was  perfect 

together  with  the  general  symptoms  and  universal  dulness  on  percussion, 

and  history,  were,  as  regards  either  of  and  all  respiration  had  ceased  to  be 

these  affections,  incomplete,  and  gave  heard.    It  is  veiy  probable  that  the 

other  indications.  At  a  more  advanced  original  seat  of  the  disease  was  at  the 

stage  the  case  was  almost  equalhr  ob-  root  of  the  lung,  that  the  main  bronchial 

scure.    The  total   extinction   or  the  tubes  had  very  soon  become  obliterated; 

respiratory  murmur  in  the  lung,  the  and  this,  together  with  the  compression 

nnequivooBkl    and    imiversal   dulness,  of  the  right  bronchus,  accounts  for  the 

the  absence  of  vibratory  fremitus,  the  absence   of  blowing   and   cavernous 

descent  of  the  diaphragm  and  conse-  respiration,  cavernous  gureling|  as  well 

2uent  displacement  of  the  liver,  the  as  the  total  extinction  of  tne  vibratory 

etrusion  of  the  side,  and  the  increasing  fremitus.    The  absence  of  these  phe* 

cedema,  all  indicated  effusion  into  the  nomena  is  an  important  feature  of  the 

chest.    There  was,  however,  no  ob-  case. 

literation  of  the  upper  intercostalspaces.  The  effusion  into  the  left  cavity  of 

such  as  would  likely  have^  existea  had  the  chest  was  very  recent    A  physical 

there  been  effusion  sufficient  to  push  examination  was  not  made  for  some 

down  the  diaphragm  and  dilate  the  days  before  the  death  of  the  patient, 

chest    The  oedema  was  limited  to  the  As  to  the  treatment,  it  is  needless  to 

fiice,  chest,  and  upper  extremities,  and  state  that  all  means  were  quite  una- 

there  was  still  some  vocal  resonance  vailing.  Sleep  was  sometimes  procured 

along  the  base  of  the  right  scapula— a  by  opiates.    Ether  seemed  to  agjgravate 

sign,  however,  comparatively,  of  less  thedyspncea.    A  drastic  purgaUve  had, 

▼alne.    The  general   symptoms  were  on  one  or  two  occasions,  a  surprising 

not    more    decisive    than    those  ^  af-  effect  in  diminishing  the  oedema ;  but 

forded  by  auscultation  and  percussion,  the  cough  and  difficulty  of  breathing 

There  was  little  or  no  pain  in  the  chest ;  were  hardly  ever  alleviated, 
the  patient  never  complained  of  any 

until  pointedly  asked  the  question,  and         • 

then  not  until  the  lung  had  acquired  Ar-i^i^Tn  at     r»  a rzT^a^rr^ 

increased  bulk,  and  pressed  in  every  MHiDlUAlj  UAZiilil  1  Jli. 

fcit  "S:  p^  S^r  cS:  i^y.  «'rck  31, 1843. 

and  tne  difficulty  of  breathing,  might  -^- 

have   arisen   from   many  causw:  in  «ucetoiinillnii,Ueetetl«B  mlM,diiniitateni 

themselves  they  were  httle  to  be  de-  ArtUM^Me^t  tncri;  potestatmodoTeoiendi  is 

pended  upon ;  but,  in  connection  with  pablicnm  lit,  dicendi  pericalam  non  rectiflo." 

Other  phenomena,  theyyielded  negative  Cicseo* 

information.    The  difficulty  of  swal-  — — 

lowing  did  not  occur  till  a  few  days  COMBINATION. 
.  Deiore  dissolution ;  but,  as  the  cedema 

was  confined  to  the  upper  extremities,  w  hoeveu  pays  much  attention  to  pass- 
it  appeared  more  than  probable  that  ing  events,  must  have  noticed  the 
this  symptom  proce^ed  ftrom  inter-  remarkable  tendency  to  combination, 

superior  vena  cava.    No  stethoscopic  o^  «"  «°««  ^  *"«  present  day,  and  so 

signsofdiseaseoftheheartexistedyand  extensively  as  to  be  a  leading  and 
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oharactenstic   feature    of   our   time,  and  takes  longer  to  repair  too ;  for  a 

Our  own  countrymen,  whose  mental  dyspepsy  or  a  plethora  disperses  more 

and  bodily  vigour  has  enabled  them  to  quickly  than  a  neevus  or  even  a  pimple, 
recognise  the  value,  and  labour  for  the        Voluntary  combination  cannot  exist 

adoption,  of  whatever  can  be  applied  to  without  more  or  less  equality  among 

good  purposes,  seem  to  have  bestowed  the   members ;    their  need   of   each 

more  attention  on  this  new  element,  other's  support,  by  labour  or  capital,  by 

and  made  larger  use  of  it,  than  any  patronage  or  sufferage,  must  be  real 

nation  in  the  world.  and  reciprocal ;  this  is  a  simple  &ct; 

To  those  who  live  in  London,  the  num-  the  mere  act  of  combining  is  often  held 
her  of  associations  for  the  promotion  of  to  be  a  proof  of  equality —this  is  a 
every  thing  good,  and  the  suppression  mistake.  The  combumtion  which  seems 
of  every  thing  evil,  has  an  appearance  to  shew  the  least  of  equality,  viz.  be- 
rather  ludicrous  than  otherwise.  The  tween  the  great  and  small,  rich  and 
eye  is  fatigued,  and  the  heart  hardened,  poor,  employer  and  employed ;  in  fact, 
by  the  placarding  system  so  profusely  one  of  the  strongest  of  all;  for  their 
adopted  by  well-intentioned  commit-  wants  and  dependence  are  mutual ;  so 
tees.  Our  city  is  like  a  vast  fair,  where  are  their  will  and  power  to  supply 
so  many  dramas  are  being  acted  at  the  those  wants.  Equality  is  often  assumed, 
same  time,  that  the  bUls  we  read  lose  or  taken  for  granted,  for  the  mere  pur- 
all  attraction.  pose  of  effecting  combination  where  it 

To  see  the  efl^ts  of  combinatioii  does  not  really  exist,  and  this  of  course 

where    they    are    most   evident,   we  is  a  fiction ;  but  the  ftu:t,  the  mistake, 

should  watdi  them  in  a  village,  in  the  and  the  fiction,  exist  together  in  nearly 

small  branches  of  large  associations,  all  voluntary  combinations ;   the  first. 

If  possible*  we  should  have  no  per-  which  is  the  real  element  of  strength,  will 

sonal  interest  or  acquaintance  with  the  be  found  to  depend  on  the  combination 

places  or  the  people.    The  process  is,  being  one  of  real  unity,  and  not  of  uni- 

then,  about  as  instructive  and  certainly  formity — ^unity  of  interest  and  of  pur- 

as  fanciful  as  zootomy ;  or,  as  the  objects  pose,  and  consequently  of  plan  and  of 

are  small,  though  tlie  actions  are  in-  method.  The  plan  and  method,  indeed, 

tense,  it  is  zoomicroscopic,  showing  an  may  di&r  almost  entirely,  if  real  unity 

exaggeration  like  that  of  a  frog's  foot  of  interest  and  purpose  exist.    The  co- 

under  natural  and  unnatural  stimuli,  hesive  force  will  be  sufficient  to  sustain 

It  is  not   that  persons   of  conflict-  severe  pressure,  and  to  do  much  woik. 

ing    interests    all    hate    each    other  But  the  mere  uniformity  of  plan  and 

with  a   more  perfeet  hatred  in  vil-  method  cannot  bear  severe  pressure, 

lages    than   in    cities,   but  they  are  nor  do  any  work  at  all.  It  may  present 

brought  into  more  immediate  opposi*  a  fair  surftuse,  and  a  broad  one,  but  not 

tion.     Mr.  A.  cannot  gain,  or  lose  a  a  solid  nor  a  strong  one.  Combinations 

patient,  without  directly  affecting  the  for  purely  charitable  purposes,  or  for 

interests  of  Mr.  B.  of  that  ilk.    The  mutual  assurance,  can  only  be  strong, 

large  vessels  of  the  body  lie  side  by  permanent,  and  efifective,  in  proportion 

side  in  great  comfort,  though  working  as  the  unity  of  design  and  interest  is 

in  different  directions;  if  one  presses  carried  out;  and  if  this  be  really  effected, 

for  a  time  on  the  other,  a  good  deal  of  the  methods  are  comparatively  unim- 

disturbance  takes  place  certainly,  but  if  portant     A  hospital  cat  an  assurance- 

achilloraheat,a8tagnation,oranerror  oflloe,so  defective  in  principle,  or  so 

ioei,  take  place  in  the  capillaries,  the  iU  worked,  as  not  to  afS»^  t^<&^  x& 

mischief  is  organic  as  far  as  it  goes,  %\eVx«Wft,    xtfst  wscxavx.^   x»   ^gtwjfe*^^'^ 
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would  fall  to  pieces  though  not  a  harsh  grandeur  of  design    and  scdiditj  of 

word   were    ever   hejird    among    the  material. 

managers.  But  hospitals  and  companies        How  very  few  of  the  asaociatiou 

do  flourish  whose  board- rooms  borely  which  have  been  lately  formed  have 

try  the  tempers  of  their  managers  and  possessed  these  essential  characters— 

governors,  so  long   as   there  be    no  how  many  are  unknown  for  any  naefol 

malapraxit  in  the  wards,  or  errors  in  purposes  beyond  the  precincts  of  the 

the  calculations.     But  an    inefficient  committee-room.    It  really  aeeois  at  if 

medical  oflicer,  or  a  defect  in  the  in-  the  soundness  and  efficiency   of  the 

terest  table,  will  do  more  harm  than  whole  were  inversely  as  the  bustle  and 

half  a  score  of  irritable  governors.  tumult  at  the  centre :  a  really  working 

When  earnest  men  are  seen  clinging  association  is  tranquil  and  dignified  at 

with  bigoted  tenacity  to  a  particular  the  seat  of  government,  lively  and  ener- 

mcthod    of    reform   or    conservancy,  getic  in  its  distant  parts,  every  member 

making  the  adoption  of  a  single  term  living,  feeling,  acting,  not  by  con^ol- 

ihe  test  of  approval  and  fellowship,  it  sive  throbs  of  the  centre  organ,  andiUe 

may  be  suspected,  if  not  asserted,  that  to  the  by-standers,  but  by  the  steady 

there  is  more  of  uniformity  than  of  unnoticed  current  of  vigorous  health, 
unity  in  the  combination  for  which  they        It  is  curious  how  much  of  righteous 

strive.  self-discipline,    of  sound   wisdom,   is 

There    are    two    principal    causes  required  before  men  can  act  together 
which  induce  men  to  unite  into  bro-  in  large    numbers  with    energy   and 
therhood,   or   societies    for    effecting  effect.    That  many  fail  is  most  true  and 
specific  objects.    One  is,  the  sense  of  lamentable,  but  that  very  many  are 
an  evil  to  be  removed,  a  weight  to  be  making  praiseworthy  efforts  is  matter 
lifted  from  themselves,  which  is  too  of  sincere  rejoicing.    It  is  no  small 
heavy  for  their  private  exertions ;  the  attainment  in  self-government  for    a 
other  is  a  strong  imx>ulse  originating  man  to  sit  out  a  debate  of  two  houn 
from  vivid  impressions  on  the  mind  without  yielding  to  the  conviction  that 
of   a  single   individual,    and   thence  what  he  has  to  say  on  the  subject  is 
communicated  to  numbers ;  but,  how-  better  worth  hearing  than  the  discourse 
ever  humiliating  it  may  appear,  most  of  his  neighbour;  the  act  of  speaking 
of  the  great  social  efforts  which  have  one  at  a  time  is  not  attained  vidthoot 
agitated  the    world  are   traceable  to  labour,  nor  practised  without  difficulty, 
what  may  well  be  termed  despair  or  It    is    a    very    great   attainment    to 
enthusiasm.    To  have   eflfectcd  what  be  silent,  to  go  on  patiently  storing 
they  did  effect,  these  movements  must  up  facts  which  others  may  use  more 
have  been  produced,  and  the  resulting  than   ourselves  —  to   be  establishing 
systems  sustained  by  materials  of  the  premises  that  others  may  draw    in- 
firmest  texture,  and  when  decay  has  ferences,    to    hand    water    from    the 
overtaken  them,  their  solidity  can  be  well     of    truth,    that     others     may 
inferred  from  the  ruins  which   they  quench  the  flames  of  error.    There  are 
have  left    No  human  fabric,  material  some  very  well-meaning  persons  who 
or  social,  is  proof  against  time  and  honestly  advocate    the    extinction  of 
force ;  there  is  grandeur  in  the  fall  as  quackery  and  medical  heresy,  and  other 
in   the  elevation  of  what   is   really  flagrant  evils,  by  act  of  parliament, 
gigantic,   but    mere    aggregations   of  and  until  the  authorised  brigade  shall 
material,  however  bulky,  of  parts  how-  arrive  with  its  well-appointed  engines 
ever  numerous,  can   excite  no  other  each  man  runs  hither  and  thither  to 
feeling  than  contempt  when  wanting  in  dash  his  bucket  of  indignation  on  the 
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flames   he   would  extingnish;    much  ceived  into  the  system  and  about  to 

smoke  and  hissing  are  thereby  pro-  produce  their  natural  consequences. 

duced,  and    no   little  confusion,  the  ™«  iP^f  ^  has  manifested  the  pro- 

,     '       .          ...                          •,,  pnety  of  its  establishment  and  main- 

weU-meanmg  neighbours  getting  sadly  tenance  by  having  never  failed  to  pro- 

in  each  other's  way ;  but  what  is  worse,  duce  efficacious  vaccine  lymph  wnen 

they  forget  that  called  for.    This  is  universally  acknow- 

"  water  thrcmn  on  fire  ^*^^&f  ^  ^^  ^^Y^  ^^?  ^  ^^^^'^^^  ^  ^« 

By  eprinkling  does  but  raise  it  higher."  most  urgent  Circumstances. 

^              ,                                   ,    ,  Henry  HALFORD'Presidentof the 

So,  too,  the  counter-practice  of  the  Board. 

druggist,  fanned  and  fed  by  the  pre-  Arthur  White — President  of  the 

scriptions  of  the  physician,  threatens  __          „    College  of  Physicians. 

*                       J          u         *v               1  Henry  Holland — Senior  Censor, 

to  consume  and  scorch  up  the  general  Clement  HuE-Begistrar. 

l)ractitioner.    Shall  we,  then,  establish  March  is,  isis. 

a  quarantine  to  ward  off  the  sick  from 


their  abodes,  and  draw  a  cordon  tani-  note  in  reply  to 

taire  round  each  unqualified  blue  light  P  DR.  GRIFFITH'S  REMARKS  ON  THE 
shall  we  hold  meetings,  and  appoint  BLOOD  AND  FIBRE, 

committees  of  licensed  men  who  have  g^  Martin  Barry,  M.D.  F.R.SS.L.  &  E. 

no  practice,  to  watch  and  report  the  

proceedings  of  those   who    have    too  ^»-  Martin  Barry  presents  his  respects 

•«..»K9  Tv«4V,:.,i,  «^4.    \\7^„,^  1A     .1,  to  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

much?  We  think  not.  We  would  rather  ^a  requests  that  he  will  have  the  kindnesi 

say,  convert  your  day-books  into  re-  to  insert  the  inclosed,  from  the  Lancet,  in 

cords  of  symptoms ;  your  ledgers  into  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Griffith,  re- 

»«»»  tv^,.Lo      ^w^A   «^.,-  i^«»  ix:n«   r^-  printed  in  last  week's  number  of  the  Medi- 

case-books;    and  your  long  bills  for  Sal  Gazette  from  the  Amuds  and  Maga- 

draughts  and  powders  into  commen-  ziiie  of  Natural  History. 

taries  on  the  bills  of  mortality;  and       London, a? iii. mo. (March),  1843. 

the  enlightened  chymist  will  be  your        i  y^^^  ^  acknowledge  the  courtesy  shown 

professional  ally ;  the  mere  retailer  of  in  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Griffith,  and  regret 

patent    medicines,    sweetmeats,    and  *»»»'  ^^  opinions  differ  so  widdy  from  my 

...  ,  ■,  f       J  J  own;  but  am  compellea  to  say  I  find  nothing 

cigars,  will  no  longer  be  confounded  in  his  communicaUon  that  alters  in  any^ 

with  yourselves — he  will  have  his  own  ticular  my  views,  or  that  requires  more  than 

gains,  but  not  yours.  general  notice  at  my  hands. 

"  The  appearances  observed  by  Dr.  Barry 

in  the  blood,"  which  Dr.  Griffith  thinks 

VACCINE  REPORT.  were  *'  misinterpreted,"  I  cannot  suppose 

_  that  Dr.  Griffith  ever  taw ;  if  I  may  judge 

,     „       ^  - «.  ^  from  the  description  he  has  given.     That 

To  the  Bight  Him,  the  Secretary  nf  State  ^y^^  ^^  however,  visible,  is  proved  by  the 

for  the  Home  Department.  following  description  given  by  another,  who 

In  making  another  annual  report  of  the  did    see '  the    appearances   in    question, 

progress  of  vaccination,  we  are  happy  Whether  they  have  been  "  misinterpreted 

to  be  able  to  state  that  a  farther  expen-  "»«  »*^«  ™»y.  determine, 
ence  of  that  great  resource  has  con-  "Bri8tol,Ang.  19,  I84a. 

firmed  our  confidence  in  it.  "  !>•  Ban7  has  pointed  out  to  me,  among 

Wherever  vaccination  has  been  prac-  *he  corpuscles  of  newt's  bk>od  preserved  in 

tisedcarefully,andwiththo8e precautions  ?»^  «>7°    »erum,   without   any   re-agent 

which  expenence  has  pointed  out  as  ^T^'X  ^  apphed  to  them,  many  which 

•  V*  !,««  !.«««  /.ii««,«*i  »i.«^e«-  had  the  form  of  a  flask  with  a  projectmg 

necessary,  it  has  been  followed  almost  ^^  ^^^  ^.^^  ^  ^^  ^^  ^^ 

universally    with    success.      But    we  ^  ^  the  body  5r  a  pair  of  beUows,  with 

lament  U,  as  one  of  the  proofs  of  the  [^projecting  nozzle.    The  projecting  por- 

general  reliance  of  medical  practitioners  ^^^  appeared  to  be  a  fibunent,  having  a 

m  its  efficacy  as  a  preservative,  that  it  j^uch   higher   refracting   power  than   the 

has  been  deferred  too  frequently  until  general  substance  of  the  corpuscle.      He 

the  seeds  of  small-pox  have  been  re-  also  showed  me,  Vn.  «.  ^vi^&sjrcL  ^N^saio^  '^'^^ 
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wbidi  oorrothre  sublimate  had  been  added,  alio,  many  cifciimttanoeaooiiiieeladwlthtki 

a  corpusde  whieb  was  evidently  deititate  different  refrangibiilty  of  objects,  of  gmt 

of  the  ordinary   nucleus,  and  which  con-  importance  in  ezplahung  why  a  ■pin!  (Dhr 

talned  what  appeared  to  be  aiilament,  which  should  be  so  much  more  easQy  seen  In  om 

presented  transverse  markings  that  resembled  tissue  than  another  ;  and  tiius  It  In  tliatie* 

those  of  muscular  fibrilln,  the  interspaces  agents  are  often  most  useftilly  applied  wbst 

being  oblique.    The  appearance  resembled  different  parts  of  the  ssme  olJMt  refract  As 

that  of  Dr.  Barry's  Fig.  9  ^  (Phil.  Trans.,  light  neaiiy  equally.     I  tMmk,  tilxtMigh  yov 

1842,  plate  ▼.),  except  that  there  was  no  help,  I  have  at  last  settled  my  belief  as  to 


trace  of  nucleus.  the  true  character  of  the  markings  of 

(Signed)  **  W.  B.  CABPBimB."  and  for  which  I  beg  you  to 

My  preparations  of  mnsde  have  been  seen  ®  ^^^  /q:«,-j^  ''•*  Tna«  n  a  .  •^•^»««  *  n 

by  maiy,  to  whom  I  could  refer  for  their  ^^  ^   £*^l      Johh  Dal»ti«»lb. 

opinions  regarding  them.     Among  our  own  To  Martin  Barry,  M.D. 

countrymen    may   be    mentioned    Robert  ^he  following,  connected  with  the  mm 

Brown,  D.C.L.,  and  Professois  Owen  and  object,  was  received  from  Dr.  CaipeBler, 

Sharpey,  besides  the  geaOemen  from  whom  bearing  the  same  date  as  his  *^>^Hmm^mt 

I  hsTC  received  the  testimonials  at  foot.    To    above  given  : 

the  kindness  of  Ptofessor  Sharpey  I  am  in-  u  i  have  this  day  had  the  opportunity, 

debtediiorthebeantifril  preparation  of  muscle  through  Dr.  Barry's  kindness,  of  ^«»«*»A.ir 

frooi  the  tail  of  the  tadpole  mentioned  by  several    of    his  preparations  of  maseBlir 

Dr.  Griffith.     The  following  note  was  sent  fibre,  especially  those  from  the  heart  of  the 

me  by  one  who  had  closely  examined  that  turtle  and  from  the  shrimp.  JhKwedUHmeO^ 

preparation :—  ^^^  giggle  qpind  threads  oontinnoas  with 

"  e,  HoUes  Street,  Oivendidi  Sq.  fiucicuU  ;  in  one  or  two  instanoes  so  littk 

"Oct.  19,1842.  elongated  as  to  resemble  a  oorksorew,  kk 

"  My  dear  sir, — On  returning  home  to-  others  drawn  out  more  or  less  straightlj.   In 

day,  after  seeing  your  exquisite  preparations  several  fibrille,  which  had  been    *«*»fflfff^ 

of  muscular  tissue,  I  was  anxious  to  express  without  disturbance  of   their  stractiire»  I 

my  thanks  for  your  kindness  and  patience  have  seen  appearances  closely  correspondiBf 

in  exhibiting  the  series  to  me.     I  went  to  vrith  those  represented  by  Dr.  Barry  in  figa. 

your  house  by  no  means  prepared  to  admit  52  and  56  oi  his  last  paper  (PhiL  IVaas., 

the  existence  of  the  spiral  fibre ;  on  the  1842).    I  may  add,  that  I  have  seen  tliese 

contrary,    somewhat    prepossessed   against  appearances  even  more  distinctly  under  my 

sodi  a  theory  ;  for  whUe  I  had  already  made  own  microscope,  which  is  furnished  with  obs 

up  my  mind  as  to  the  non-existence  of  the  of  Powell's  latett  1-1 6th  objectives,  thaa 

discs  advocated  in  Mr.  Bowman's  very  inge-  under   Dr.  Barry's  instrument,    in  iHikh 

nious  paper  in  the  Philosophical  Transac-  lower  powers  were  used, 

tkos,  I  had  not  been  aUe  to  bring  my  belief  (Signed)    *'  William  B.  CAsnNTsa.^ 

to  the  idea  of  substituting  a  spiral  thread  or  m.       i                «                     «  ««  . .  • ; 

fibre  to  account  for  the  peculiar  markings  on  ^  microscope  I  use  is  one  of  Schiek^ 

tiie  museuUr  fascicuU.    You  haye,  however,  »^matics,  smiiUr  to  Aose  empUi^ 

eonvinced  me,  for  in  several  instances  I  was  Jjofessors   Ehrrabcrg.    Schwann,  md  R. 

enabled  to  follow  the  spiral  thread  round  its  \^'-     ^  this  subject  I  cumot  refer  to 

axis,  and  to  see  the  continuity  of  both  sides  •  *"8**5'  autiionty  than  tiiat  of  Joseph  Jade, 

of  tiie  chain.      In  one  or  two  instances  I  !^  '^^  ^j^»  ''^.L^T  examination, 

observed  it  drawn  out  or  separated  so  far  as  «»cnbes  my  toper  object-glasses  as  "  Terjr 

not  to  leave  a  doubt  of  ito  reality.    In  the  ^^^  corrected  every  way. 

same  way  I  distincUy  recognised  tlie  double       "~~ — " ■ 

niral  (especially  in  one  preparation,  where  MEDICAL  MEETING  IN  SURREY, 
tiie  two  spirals  had  not  an  equal  oblioue), 

and  I  can  conceive  that  the  longitudinal  lines  " 

or  fibrillated  appearance  of  the  larger  fasd-  Ok  Friday  the  24th  instant,  March,  1S43, 

cnli  depends  upon  the  even  juxta-position  of  the  General  Prsctitionen  of  the  County  of 

many  minute  spirals.  Surrey  assembled  at  the  Coffee  House  at 

"  The  resson,  probably,  I  had  fuled  in  Epsom,  to  consider  whether  any  steps  should 

previously  making  out  this  structure  resulted  be  taken,  rdative  to  measures  in  contempla- 

from  my  expectation  of  seehug  this  appear-  tion,  to  regulate  tlie  general  medioal  pro- 

anoe  throughout  the  whole  length  of  a  file-  fession. 

ment ;  but  I  now  observe  how  minute  is  te  There  were  present^ractitionen  of  Ep- 

care  necessary  to  separate  )iarts,  and  how  som,Ewell,ChertMy,Weybridge,Guildferd, 

small  often  is  the  portion  favourably  situated  Godalming,  Doriting,  LMrtherhead,  Reigate, 

or  suffidentiy  isolated  to  admit  of  a  distinct  Croydon,  CarshaHon,  and  other  places :  Mr. 

view  of  this  curious  structure.    There  are,  Martin,  of  Reigate,  in  the  elidr. 
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Whereupon,  after  mature  deliberation,  It  Committee  of  your  Honourable  House,  and 

was  proposed  by  Wallace,  of  Carshalton,  has  undergone  adequate  discussioa  in  Parlia- 

and  seconded  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Croydon,  ment. 
and  resoWed  unanimously,  Proposed  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  seconded  by 

That  under  present  drcumstanees  it  is  Mr,  J.  Wallace,  and  resolved  unanimously, 
advisable,  without  delay,  to  petition  both        That  one  of  the  Surrey  Members  be  re- 
Houses  of  Psrliament  on  the  contemplated  apeetfully  requested  to  present  the  Petition 
legislation  respecting  the  medical  profession,  to  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  that  the 
and  that  the  following  petition  to  the  House  other  Members  for  Eastern  and  Western 
of  Commons  be  adopted :—  Surrey  be  also  requests  to  favour  the  Peti- 
tioners with  their  support  on  the  occasion. 
To  the  Bonourable  ihi  Commom  qf  the        Proposed  by  Mr.  Bottomley,  seconded  by 
Umted  Ktnffdom  af  Gnat  Bntam  and  ^r.  Nash,  and  resolved  unanhnously, 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  a$8embled,  Tjj^t  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  be 
The  humble  Petition  of  the  undersigned,  respectfhily  requested  to  present  the  Petition 
Practitioners  of  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Mid-  to  the  House  of  Peers, 
wifery,  or,  as  they  are  usually  denominated,        Proposed  by  Mr.  Chaldecott,  seconded  by 
'*  General  Practitioners  of  Medicine,"   re-  Mr.  Harcourt,  and  resolved  unanimously, 
siding  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  That  a  Comn^ttee  be  appointed  to  observe 
Sheweth,  the  proceedings  of  Purlisment  and  the  Go- 
That  your  Petitioners,  assuming  that  the  vemment  on  the  subject  of  medical  legis- 
great  body  of  the  Genenl  Practitioners  are  lation,  to  consist  of  nhie  Practitioners,  wiUi 
the  advisers,  in  ordinary,  of  by  fiur  the  power  to  add  to  their  number,  and  to  call 
largest  portion  of  the  population  of  the  other  General  Meetings  if  they  should  deem 
country,  it  is  of  essential  importance  that  it  expedient  so  to  do. 
they  should  be  thoroughly  qualified  as  skil*        Proposed  by  Mr.  Eager  of  Ripley,  second- 
ful  and  able  advisers.  ed  by  Mr.  Hart,  and  resolved  unanimously. 
And,  understanding  that  measures  are  in        That  members  of  the  Medical  Profes- 
oontemplation  for  reforming  and  regulating  tion  be  recommended  to  endeavour  to  call 
the  profession   generally,  are  wdl  assured  the  attention  of  Members  of  both  Houses  of 
that  no  reform  can  be  dSectnal,  or  perma-  Parliament  to  the  subject  of  the  legislative 
nent,  unless,  while  it  provides  fbr  the  quali-  regulation  of  the  profMsion— on  the  impoT- 
ficatiotts,  efficiency,  and  respectability  of  the  tance  of  the  general  practitioners  to  the  heslth 
profession,  it  shall  also  be  adapted  to  the  and  welfore  of  the  community — and  on  their 
wants  of  the  public,  as  demonstrated  by  present  position. 

the  universal   practice  of  appealing  in  all        Proposed  by  Mr.  Shdlef,  ieoonded  by 

ordinary  cases  to  the  skill  and  cars  of  the  Mr.  Bottomley,  and  resolved  unanimously, 
General  Practitioner.  That  the  best  thanks  of  the  present  meet  • 

That  the  supply  of  an  adequately  qualified  fog  are  due  to  Sir  James  Clark,  Bart.,  for 

class  of  General  Practitioners  is  of  national  his  judicious  and  sdble  Tracts  on  the  education 

importance,  must  be  felt  by  every  observing  of  Medical  Men,  and  on  Medical  Polity,  in 

and  reflectiiig  person  ;  and  that  a  legislative  tiie  form  of  two  letters,  addressed  to  the 

re-organisation  of  the  profession,  yourhilm-  Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Graham,  Bart.,  her 

ble  Pietitioners  conceive  to  be  of  indispensa-  Mijesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 

ble   necessity,   from  seversl  causes  ;   and  Department ;  and  this  meeting  recommends 

among  others,  horn  the  various  and  in-  those  letters  to  the  careful  perusal  of  every 

congruous  modes  by  Which  Medical  PractI-  Medical  Man  in  the  kingdom.     Also,  that  m 

tioners  procure  admission  into  the  profeesion ;  eopy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  Sir  James 

there  being  no  less  than  sixteen  Afferent  Clark.    Adjourned, 
sources,  from  whidi  certificaSk  may  be  ob-  Albert  Nappbr,  of  Guildford,  See. 

tained. -^ 


Your  Petitioners  tterefore  pray,  that  on  REDACTION  OF  A  PROLAPSUS 

this  as  well  as  on  other  grounds  of  mcon-  *v»i^wv/**vr*  tttwut 

gruity  and  ineonsistency  in  the  poUty  of  the  UTERI 

Profession,  your  Honourable  House  would  aftbb  sixtbbn  tbabs'  continuancb. 

cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  present  , 

state  of  the  Medical  Profession,  and  more  ,         .  .       .,                # 

especiaUy  hi  reference  to  that  of  the  General  M.  Dubant  records  an  mteresting  awe  of 

Practitioners,  fai  number  ten  or  twelve  thou~  this  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Medical 

•and,  or  perhaps  more ;  defying  any  legis-  Society  of  Ghent.    The  wound  protruding 

lative  measaie,  whkdi  might  lead  to  the  beyond  the  external  parts,  and  covor*^  by 

granting  of  new  Charters  to  the  Colleges  of  the  inverted  vsgina,   preseBted  a  globular 

Physicians  and  Snrgeons,  until  the  whole  tumor,  round  and  contracted  at  its  ongm 

Bttfagect  of  medical  reguktion  and  reform  has  into  the  form  of  a  circular  appendix.    The 

been  well  and  tboio^ly  investigated  by  a  oe  uteri  waa  claai  ^V.  V\*\BS«ro«  ^««<^*    ^^^ 
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tamor  at  its  middle  part  was  fifteen  and  a 
half  inches  in  circumference.  Its  external 
surface  was  brownish  red,  and  covered  with 
cmsts  and  ulcerations.  The  long  continuance 
of  the  affection  had  seriously  injured  the 
general  health  of  the  patient — she  was  pale 
and  emaciated,  and  subject  to  sleeplessness, 
and  cramps  of  the  stomach. 

M.  Durant,  before  attempting  reduction, 
kept  the  patient  on  light  diet,  and  at  rest  in 
bed  in  a  proper  position  ;  at  the  same  time 
dressing  the  tumor  with  opiated  emollient 
fomentations.     Its  surface  e])eedly  softened, 
and  the  crusts  fell  off,  leaving  superficial 
sores.     After  six  days  of  this  treatment,  the 
operation  was  performed.      It  having  been 
ascertained  that  the  rectum  and  bladder  were 
empty,  the  patient  was  placed  in  the  position 
most  advantageous  for  the  entrance  of  the 
womb.      M.  D.  then  introduced  the  right 
forefinger  into  the  os  uteri,  and  burying  it, 
pushed  upwards  in   the  axis  of  the  tumor, 
which  itself  wns  placed  in  the  axis  of  the  true 
pelvis — then  retaining  the  uterus  in  its  place 
with  the  left  liand,  withdrew  the  finger,  and, 
repeating  this  manipulation  with  gentleness, 
just  as  one  turns  the  finger  of  a  glove  outside 
in,  accomplished  the  reduction  in  less  than 
hidf  an  hour.     He  then  inserted  into  the  va- 
gina a  sponge,  cut  into  the  form  of  a  cylinder, 
and  saturated  with  an  emollient  decoction, 
the  thick  end  being  highest  up,  and  a  cord 
attached  to  the  other,   for  the  purpose  of 
removing    it  at    pleasure.      This    sponge- 
pessary  was  retained  in  its  place  by  means 
of  compresses,  and  the  T  bandage.     The 
patient  did  well,  speedily  gaining  flesh   and 
strength.    During  the  afto*. treatment,  which 
continued  for  about  six  weeks,  emollient  and 
astringent  lotions  were  employed,  and  an 
ordinary-sized  caoutchouc  ring-shaped  pes- 
sary was  used,  the  saturated  sponge  and  the 
injections  being  passed  through  its  centre.-— 
Joum.  de  Med,  et  de  Chirurg,  Prat. 

MEDICAL&CHIRURGICALSOCIETY. 

Tb  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazefti, 

Sir, 
In  the  history  of  almost  all  societies,  whe- 
ther formed  for  the  cultivation  and  extension 
of  science  or  for  other  purposes,  it  may  be 
observed  that  pari  passu  with  the  prosperity 
of  such  institutions,  advances  a  tendency  to 
jobbing  ahd  favoritism  in  their  manac;ement. 

The  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  So- 
ciety, I  am  afraid,  is  about  to  add  another 
example  to  the  already  long  list  of  misma- 
nagements. Not  to  take  up  your  time  with 
other  examples,  let  me  notice  that,  although 
the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society 
purports  to  admit  as  fellows,  medical  men 
of  all  classes,  whether  physicians,  surgeons, 
or  Apothecaries,  there  appears  in  the  list  of 


council,  the  name  of  but  ome  mugeon  pnc- 
tising  generally. 

Now,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  omue  for  sock 
departure  from  the  originally  intended  trips- 
tite  character  of  the  society,  except,  as  I  befbit 
stated,  rank  favoritism  and  jobbing.  Again. 
in  the  list  of  vice-presidents  is  to  be  fmiBil 
the  name  of  a  member  elected  only  in  1840,  m 
whose  favour  many  older  and  eqoslly  woithj 
members  have  been  passed  OTer  ■twI  f^ 
glected. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  serrant, 

JUSTITIA. 

March  4, 1843. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THB 
METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  number  of   deaths    from  all 

causes  registered  in    the 
Saturday,  March  18,  1843. 

Small  Pox , 

Measles   

Scarlatina  

Ilooptng  Cough  , 

Croup  

Thrush    

Diarrhcca    

Dysentery  

Cholera    

Influenza 

Typhus    

Erysipelas 

Syphilis  

Hydrophobia 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and «.^ . . 

Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels .... 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  otbor 

Or^rans  of  Digestion    

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 

Childbed 

Ovarian  Dropsy  

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 

Rheumatism 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 

Ulcer    

Fistula 

Diseases  of  .S[kin,&c 

DiMoses  of  Uncertain  Seat 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 

ranee , , 

Causes  not  specified  

Deaths  from  an  Causes 


10 
18 
91 
80 
S 

a 
s 

0 

a 

iO 

a 
a 

0 

isi 

S87 
M 


0 
100 


17 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latiti^e  51°  37'  32'W. 
Longitude  ifiVhl"  W,  of  Greenwich. 


March  1843. 

Wednesday  22 
Thursday  .  23 
Friday ...  24 
Batnnlay  .  25 
Sunday  .  .  26 
Monday  .  .  27 
Tuesday    .  28 


THSaMOMBTKa. 

from  45  to  58 

46  55 
46   61 

30  54 

35  49 

34  42 

34  48 


Barombtke. 

29*36  to  30-19 

29*40  99-53 

29-58  90rtB 

29-72  98-60 

29*73  29  69 

29*68  29*67 

99-67  99'76 


Wind,  S.  by  E.  on  tbe22d;  &  by  W.,  S..and 
N. W.  on  the  23d ;  since  N.E.  '       »     »     « 

Since  the  morning  of  the  29d,  wtien  a  little  rain 
fell,  generally  clear. 

Charlks  Hkmry  Adamb. 

Wi  Lsoif  &  OofLYT,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  APRIL  7,  1843. 


LECTURES  7^^  ^'^  urged  or   not  by  the  fears  and 

anxieties  of  others,  carefully  to  examine  the 

ON  THE  condition  of  the  patient — all  the  sjrmptoms, 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OP  ^^^,""1 '^'*'^^^^,?**T?'   '^'^^  'J 

possible,  the  cause  of  the  delay — closely  and 

.  M I D  W I FE  RY ,  calmly  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  case,  and 

Delivered  in  the  Theatre  qf  St.  George's  promptly  to  employ  the  appropriate  treat- 

Hotpitalf  ment.     Beyond  a  certain  period,  it  is  prored 

by  the  experience  of  all  practitioners  that  a 

By  Robxbt  Lee,  M.D.  F.R.S.  woman  cannot  continue  in  labour,  whatever 

^___  the  cause  of  the  difficulty  may  be,  without 

certain  hazard,  and  that  the  danger  is,  in 

Lectubb  XXII.  most  cases,  proportioned  to  the  daration  of 

#%_        J      A  J     J  j'jB    ij  1  r  the  labour.     In  the  course  of  57   years, 

On  protracted  and  dtffieuU  labour,.  ^g^^,  ^^^^  ^^  j^„^^^  .^  ^^  p''^^,.^ 

Thb  second  class  of  labours  includes  all  Lying-in  Hospital,  of  whom  one  out  of  every 
those  cases  in  which  the  head  of  the  child  92  died,  and  one  child  out  of  every  18  was 
presents,  and  the  ddivery  is  not  completed  still-bom.  In  women  who  were  in  labour 
in  twenty-four  hours.  It  might  be  objected  with  their  first  children  from  30  to  40  hours, 
to  this  definition,  that  there  are  some  cases  one  in  34  died,  tod  one  child  in  five  was 
in  which  it  becomes  necessary  to  deliver  still-bom.  When  labour  was  protracted 
artificially  before  the  expiration  of  twenty-  from  40  to  50  hours,  one  in  13  died.  If 
four  hours  from  the  commencement  of  labour  were  protracted  other  ten  hours, 
labour ;  and  that  there  are  many  others  in  1-1 1th  of  the  women  died,  and  when  it  went 
which  the  process  is  protracted  ten,  fifteen,  on  between  60  and  70  hours,  l-8th  died, 
or  even  twenty  hours  beyond  this  period,  and  nearly  one-half  of  the  children.  It 
without  any  unfiivourablesymptom  occurring,  fc^ows  from  these  statements  made  by  Dr. 
and  where  the  delivery  is  at  last  safely  Bums,  from  the  Tables  of  the  Dublin  Lying- 
accomplished  by  the  natural  efforts.  I  in  Hospital,  calculated  by  Dr.  Breen,  tluit 
think,  however,  with  Dr.  Denman,  that  this  when  labour  is  protracted  beyond  30  hours, 
definition  will,  on  the  whole,  be  found  to  one  woman  in  34  dies;  in  other  10  hours, 
apply  to  practice  in  an  advantageous  and  the  danger  is  more  than  doubled,  for  one  in 
unexceptionable  manner,  and  that  it,  in  par-  13  dies  ;  then  one  in  11,  and  next  one  in  8. 
ticular,  affords  a  remedy  against  impatience,  A  single  case  of  difficult  and  tedious  labour 
and  is  calculated  to  guard  the  practitioner  in  in  private  practice,  where  you  are  left  to 
some  measure  from  premature  attempts  to  y^xa  own  resources,  and  where  you  know 
give  assistance,  without  incurring  the  danger  not  how  to  proceed,  or  decide  erroneously, 
of  those  evils  which  might  be  apprehended  wiU  probably,  however,  have  more  influence 
firom  too  long  delay.  When  regular  pains  in  impressing  upon  your  minds  the  vital  im- 
luive  continued  twenty-four  hours,  the  pa-  portance  of  this  subject  than  any  general 
tient  and  her  firiends  naturally  feel  anxious  to  statements  which  I  can  make, 
know  the  cause  of  the  protraction,  and  whe-  Protracted  and  difficult  labours  can  gene- 
therthereareanyunfavourablesymptomspre-  rally  be  referred  to  one  or  several  of  the 
sent  to  excite  alarm.    When  a  labour  has  con-  following  causes : — 

tinned  twenty-four  hours,  and  there  is  a         I.  Feeble,   irr^^lar,   or   ^«s^>»^.  ^«a\Kx>s2A. 

probability  that  it  will  not  be  completed  for  action,  ftom  i^^msvqta  ^1  V>b».  xswcA.^  wns©^^^ 

some  time  longer,  it  is  a  good  rule,  whether  or  accXdieiiVaX  ^t\3fCi\v^  vcl  ^^  xasaJOwsc,  -^ 

801, — xxxii. 
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fAher  coiMtitatioiULl  caiuKS  which  impair  the 
rncrify  of  the  brain  and  nervoiu  dyatcm  of 
the  utenu. 

2.  A  ri^f],  undtUtahle  condiriim  of  the 
<»  nteri,  va<pna,  .ind  nx\u*r  -ini'r  |isirr.-^. 

3.  Rjapdity  of  th<?  fii^r.il  niombr-ine:!  : 
their  prematnre  niprurt; ;  imj-.trrtVct  ili.-t:h.ir2e 
of  the  lif|nnr  amaii ;  nvrr-didCt.*nsion  of  the 
oteniji  by  dropsy  of  the  amxiiun.  and  a  plu. 
rality  of  children. 

4.  Shortne^H  of  the  umbilical  i:ord,  frnm 
tinns^  twHtt'd  once  or  several  time:i  around 
thr  mf'k  and  tmnk  of  the  child. 

.'i.  L'nu^nal  nize:  and  o^-tiricatiim  of  che 
heafi  of  tlif,  child ;  hydriM-.q^haliii  ;  the 
for^'htf'ail  i'irnat^^i  umW  the  arch  iif  the 
pubes  ;  prei^entation  of  rhe  fact* ;  one  of  the 
armf  with  the  hi>^d ;  death  of  rhe  child. 
and  the  distension  of  itd  aijdomen  with  air  or 
fluid. 

ft.  Oi^tiirtion  !ind  bony  tumora  of  the 
fi«»lvi« 

7.  fii'S^a«<*'«  of  the  ar»*rip.e  on^in."* :  ad 
ranr^-r  of  the  os  uteri  :  i.iratriire!i  of  the 
v.-itcir»a.  ^nd  rohf-^ion  of  the  labia ;  ovarian 
;fnd  nterine  tuimor.4  within  the  pelvic. 

I .  Of  pruUnf'l^d  and  Hiffieult  Infffturn.from 
J^^hU,   irr^tfHlar,   or   partial  uterine 
nriion, 

71i«^  uU-rinf  c^mtractionfl  may  \te  of  Khort 
diirntion,  rontinuinflf  ordy  for  a  f^w  secomLi, 
fir  thfy  wfj  n^tijrii  only  aft«'r  long;  and 
irrPipjUr  intfTvaU,  w*  that  many  hours  may 
'hipsr  Murt:  tUf.  firnt  stajfi:  of  la^x/ur  a  con- 
'tdr-robly  ndvanr4d.  though  tht:  orir'ii:Cof  the 
•i»«  riit  )f*'  4/,ff.  nnil  ililat.-iMf.  Thirt  does  not 
M<ii:'lly  r\r^t*  nd  un  roiiMtitutional  rl«bility,  for 
in  rii.iny  wrirnrn  f:xhaii«t"d  by  tu^«frrcl«^  of 
fW  liiitir«  and  hfftic  fr-vi:r,  rhr  iitf-nm  rttn" 
tra«-t4  f'lrf-iMy  and  rf-Kuhirly  in  all  the 
lhfh■rr1^t  Kt»nr*  of  labour,  and  I  do  not 
rrrfillrrt  U'inK  obli^pd  to  apply  the  forcrpa 
in  a  sinKlf  rn^t'.  of  fhin  df^^-ription.  Some 
worn^ri  Hrr  li»b|e  to  havr  one  la)K>ur  pro* 
trncff^l  from  thi4  rnimr  without  any  niiMtfn- 
iiblr  rt-nvrti,  anri  nil  their  NUrrH'«linj(  laboura 
nrf*  Kp'-f-ddf  nvftinty\\*hvi\,  Ot^M-rn  have 
thi«  4I0W  iMiiM-rffr-t  iK-tion  of  thr  utrniii  in 
nil  fhrir  liilHiiira,  -ind  if  appfarn  to  drprnd 
on  q  kliiifeiHh,  did),  t/irpid,  iii»trtivr  romlitifin 
both  of  liodf  .'irid  mind  ;  in  »  %«ord,  on  n 
want  «if  pirfpt-r  nrrvouH  irritability  in  the 
I  onntitntion.  In  aonK'  Wfirnrn,  from  oliMirv- 
inc  flif  progria*  of  formiT  lalnHir.M,  wi-  cJin 
aliiMMf  prt*dif-t  with  i-f-rtiiinty  that  in  all 
«iir'f-ct'dini(  iNtHnirn  thr  tir«t  nlaKf*  nl  \vnnt 
will  KO  on  vfry  nlowly,  and  ofi'npy  a  fvm- 
Midi  riihli'  nuinlirr  of  honipi,  llionKh  tbiTf  Ik* 
fin  riiciditf  of  thr  ita  iifrri  or  iiirnibiHnrH,  or 
oviT  ilittt-iipion  of  thp  iitiMnn.  and  Ihr  inn- 
blliffil  ford  dtN'4  Uiit  ■niiiiiind  flw  nn'k  of 
till*  i-liild  "  Till'  i-iiriiinNtiinci-^  iilli'iit|in|( 
laboiirn,"  obM-i\r«  |lr.  I liMininn,  "  mc  lo'iif- 
tally  alikr,    y<-I    in    many  wiMniii    tliry  arr 


marked   with    Mima   p«*cnliariCT,    moat  fre. 
qiK'uriy  in  rhe  rime  n'qiiir«d  top  their  com- 
pli.'Civjn.     Wien  'here  luu  been  an  oppor- 
runiry  ^r'  .!i)sk.'rr^nir  ::ie  pm^resja  of  laboar  in 
*.vi)  ■  r  rhrw  ■.nar:uii:ca,  w*t  shall   be  able  to 
t.'il  whar  ^lil  Je  rhe  pn>iiuble  tenniaadi>a  of 
1  fuc.ire  !ai}iiiir  .u  :ae  iome  pers<3n,  ami  when 
it  w.U   r:ik,^.  rnuA.'v: :     iiid   we  can   no    more 
cijntrjl  :iie  jricr  >>t  i  luiiour  in  one  woman, 
9«)  la  " )  3\JLaiti  :t  correspoud  with,  or  exactlT 
rra«:mi}ie.  that  ot  inorner.  than  we  can  jadce 
of  the  i^iianncy  of  ttMni  which  one    person 
may  r.i luire   'jy  that  wuich  is  diuficient  for 
ail*  cher.  or  r^nlati;  lay  other  Amotion  of 
the  bi.'iiy.     (^ne  WMiiiin  mj.y  rvqaxre  twelve 
hours  for  the  ppidmrtiim  of  t!ie  Mme  etfevci 
in  :he  tiice  of  Lai)our  that  mother  maT  tinwh 
in  tour  hoon  :    and  ic  wijold  be  in  Tain  to 
irtifmpt  :•)  aiake  an  ilterationr  because  the 
reaa«>n  ixiats  :n   «(>me  esisential  property  of 
che  conituurii-n.  i)ey.7nd  the  piawer  of  medi- 
cine,  or   oi  any  ociur  metibxi.  to   alter.*' 
Y  .'U  will  readily  pi.Ti'tiTe.  from  this  «tate- 
moit.    hi.-v   annaniril    the   rule    mmt    be 
which  **imo  dL4t'jm:uiaiied  acciKicheQri  hare 
laid  di^wQ  f>r  th^'  tn-atiuent  of  all  caaes  of 
labour,   viz..   that   the   dnt    atace    ahoold 
invariably  be  ctompleted  in  twelve  hoars  from 
the   comraeno.^nient   of  re«:nlar  paind,  and 
ho^  impcs-fible  it  15  to  act  upon  thid  princi- 
ple without  producing  the  greatest  mischief. 
Sudden  and  viijlent  emotions  of  the  mind 
have  a  i>oworfuI  inrtuence  over  the  conlrac- 
tion.4  of  the  ateroA.  and  may  at  onoe   oom- 
pletcly  su:B|Hfnd  them,  or  rn;atly  impair  their 
energy.     L)r.  Merriman  relates  the  case  of  a 
woman  who  waa  seized  with  a  lit.  from  which 
she  never  recovered,  in   consequence  of  a 
medical   practitioner  l>eiD^   abmptly  intro- 
duced into  her  room  to  whom  she  had  pre- 
viou.-Iy  uken  a  violent   dislike.     1  saw,  in 
condult.ition  with  Mr.  Jones.  Soho  Square,  a 
youn^  married  lady  in  labour  with  her  fint 
child,  not  long  since,  in  whom  the  uterine 
action  waa  almost  completelf  suspended,  and 
an  attack  of  puerperal  con\*ulMons  threatened, 
fr'im   an  excessive   fear    of   tlying    daring 
delivery,  or  being  subjected  to  some  frightful 
r>fM'ration.     A  female  friend  liad  put  into  the 
linnda  of  this  laily,  when  se\  en  months  pre|g- 
nant,  the  lioiulon  Practice  of  Midwifery,  and 
she  could  read  no  other  book  during  the 
latter  months.     The  consequence  was,  when 
labour  rf>mnicnoeii,  she  thought  of  nothing 
but  tloiidiiig,  ccmvulsions,  arrest  and  impac- 
tion of  thi;  head,  deformed  pelvis,  and  all 
thr  operutions  so  minutely  described  in  that 
work .     llie  uterine  acticm  was  so  completely 
dcHtniycd  by  tern»r,  that  she  would  have 
flunk  in  a  ft* w  hours  had  the  delivery  not 
iN-cn  ctrcrtt'd   by  artificial  means.     **  Such 
rxtrriiM*    viwvH  tis  thin   rarely  occur,"  says 
Ih.  Mt'rriiiinn:  "  but  various  kinds  of  mental 
ixiiii  inrniK  rontinuidly  prevail,  and,  without 
prixlucing  the  mure  violent  ill  consequences, 
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tend,  however,  to  disturb  and  intermpt  the  rye  has  lately  been  so  strongly  recommended 
iavourable  process  of  child-birth.  The  in-  and  so  generally  employed.  From  the  days 
iluence  of  mental  emotions  over  the  act  of  of  Par^  and  GniUemeau  to  the  present  time, 
parturition  was  strongly  and  very  extensivdy  the  belief  has  prevailed  that  certain  snb- 
cxemplified  not  long  since  on  the  occasion  of  stances  possess  a  specific  power  over  the 
thcsuddendeoease,  immediately  after  delivery,  actions  of  the  uterus,  and  promote  labour 
of  an  illustrious  and  most  amiable  personage,  pains.  Oil  of  cinnamon  was  used  by  Chap- 
Indeed,  this  calamitous  event  is  still  found  man,  and  I  believe  he  had  great  faith  in  it. 
to  operate  unfavourably  on  the  minds  of  In  Brachen's  time  the  same  opinion  was 
patients  in  a  certain  rank  of  life."  very  generally  entertained,  but  he  did  not 

In  protracted  labours,  arising  solely  from  believe  it  to  be  true.  Ergot  appears  to  have 
feeble  and  irregular  uterine  action,  if  the  been  employed  by  midwives  on  the  continent 
pulse  is  not  much  accelerated,  the  surface  from  time  immemorial.  Desgranges  pub- 
cool,  little  thirst,  tongue  moist,  no  tender-  lished  his  first  researches  on  its  properties  in 
ness  of  the  abdomen*  no  unusual  sensibility  1777,  and  they  have  since  been  examined 
of  the  vagina  and  os  uteri,  and  the  dilatation  by  several  American  and  French  physicians, 
is  advancing,  however  slowly,  we  ought  not  IIm  results  of  all  the  observations  hitherto 
to  interfere.  Many  hours  often  elapse  before  made  upon  the  secale  comntum  prove  that 
the  first  stage  of  labour  is  completed,  yet  no  it  does  in  some  cases  of  labour  excite  the 
Iwd  effects  fi*om  the  pressure  of  the  head  of  contractions  of  the  uterus  in  a  very  peculiar 
the  child  upon  the  soft  parts,  or  exhaustion  manner,  but  that  its  action  is  extremely 
or  fever,  will  be  produced,  if  the  apartment  uncertain,  and  that  it  often  fails  to  produce 
is  preserved  cool,  if  all  voluntary  efforts  to  the  slightest  effect.  Some  deny  that  it  pos* 
bear  down  are  checked,  if  the  posture  is  sesess  any  influence  whatever  over  the 
occasionally  changed,  and  H  nothing  but  uterine  contractions ;  but  there  can  be  no 
mild  nourishment  and  diluents  be  allowed,  doubt  that  it  occasionally  does  act  upon  the 
If  there  is  thirst  and  slight  pyrexia,  some  uterus,  and  very  violently, 
purgative,  as  castor-oil,  which  operates  As  it  is  impossible  to  determine  in  many 
quickly,  should  be  given,  or  a  stimulating  cases  the  precise  cause  of  the  difficulty  in 
enema  exhibited.  Purgatives  and  clysters  protracted  labour,  to  be  sure  that  the  re« 
often  have  the  effect  of  exciting  uterine  con-  strained  uterine  contractions  do  not  depend 
tractions,  and  they  assist  in  preventing  fever  on  some  unusual  condition  of  the  contents 
and  inflammation  firom  being  excited  in  the  of  the  uterus,  and  that  the  life  of  the  child 
progress  of  a  tedious  labour.  may  not  be  destroyed  by  its  use,  I  have 

If  opiates  are  ever  administered  with  never  ventured,  either  in  public  or  private 
success  in  these  cases,  it  can  only  be  at  the  practice,  except  in  oases  of  accidental  uterine 
commencement  of  the  first  stage  of  labour,  haemorrhage  and  retained  placenta,  to  ad» 
before  the  membranes  are  ruptured,  with  the  minister  the  ergot  of  rye  to  a  woman  in 
view  of  entirely  suspending  for  a  time  the  labour,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  no  individual 
uterine  contractions,  and  procuring  rest,  under  my  care  has  suffered  from  the  want  of 
When  the  os  uteri  is  fully  cQlated,  and  the  it.  But  I  have  been  consulted  in  many  cases 
membranes  ruptured,  I  have  never  seen  of  protracted  and  difficult  labour,  where  it 
opium  given  with  advantage,  and  I  have  re-  had  previously  been  administered,  and  in 
peatedly  seen  it  produce  bad  effects.  If  the  some  I  have  not  opposed  its  exhibition^ 
first  stage  oi  labour  without  rigidity  of  the  where  it  has  been  firmly  believed  by  other 
OS  uteri  is  greatly  protracted,  it  is  often  of  practitioners  that  it  might  be  given  with, 
advantage  to  rupture  the  membranes  before  safety  and  advantage.  Twenty  grains  of 
it  is  fully  dilated,  to  raise  the  head  that  the  the  powder  have  been  given  in  a  table- 
liquor  amnii  may  entirely  escape,  and  to  spoonful  of  warm  tea,  or  warm  water  and, 
make  gentle  pressure  with  the  finger  around  sugar,  and  repeated  three  or  four  times  at  in- 
the  margin  of  the  os  uteri  during  the  pains,  tervals  of  twenty  minutes  or  a  quarter  of  aa 
or  to  press  up  the  anterior  lip  where  it  re-  hour.  Or  5ij.  or  5iij.  of  the  powder  have 
mains  down  between  the  head  or  symphysis  been  added  to  ^vi.  of  boiling  water,  which, 
pubis,  and  when  the  posterior  lip  has  dis-  has  been  allowed  to  stand  for  twenty  nunutes 
appeared.  Even  in  first  labours,  before  the  and  then  to  be  strained,  and  ^ij.  of  this  in- 
os  uteri  has  been  fully  dilated,  where  there  fusion  have  been  given  for  a  dose  at  intervale 
has  been  danger  of  exhaustion,  I  have  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  In  other  cases  the 
adopted  this  practice  in  some  cases  with  the  decoction  of  ergot  has  been  employed,  or  5J. 
most  decided  advantage.  You  will  not,  of  this  preparation,  called  the  liquor  secali 
however,  infer  from  this,  that  I  wish  you  to  comuti,  has  been  repeatedly  given,  and  one 
suppose  that  it  is  justifiable,  in  ordinary  fluid  drachm  of  which  is  said  to  be  er^ual  in 
cases  of  labour,  artifidaliy  to  rupture  the  effect  to  5j.  of  the  powder.  In  the  greater 
membranes.  number  of  the  cases  in  which.  1  Vsa^^^  ^»sc^'^ 

It  is  chiefly  in  cases  of  protracted  labour  given,  \\t\Xft  ox  xvo  tSSL^^.  >ma\s««o^  ^x^afeasisa^^ 

from  deficient  uterine  action,  that  ergot  ot  u^u  \!bfi  >3X«rai^  c»\l\x«K^ix^a;cA«    ^^^'^^ 
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evidence  of   many  others  U  flo  strong  in  nature.     If  in  practice  jowl  go  about  oon- 

favour  of  its  decided  influence  upon  the  stantlyarmed  with  this  weapon,  aa  many  mid- 

Qterus  during  labour,  that  I  believe  it  does  wives  in  London  now  do  to  my  certain  know- 

aometimefl,  and  in  a  striking  manner,  increase  ledge,  you  will  probably  be  tempted  to  ad- 

the  labour  pains.     The  pains  produced  by  it  minister  it  in  cases  of  protracted  laboor  froB 

are  represented  to  be  different  from  those  great  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  hydrocephalus 

nine-tenths  of  women  experience  in  labour,  in   the    child,    preternatural    presentatkm. 

The  contractions  excited  by  the  ergot  are  un-  plurality  of  children,  distortion  of  the  pelvis, 

usually  violent,   they   occur  in  rapid  6uc«  hfleuorrhage  from  attachment  of  the  placenta 

cession,   so    that    there    are    no    intervals  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  over  distended 

between  them,  liketho^e  observed  in  natural  urinary  bladder,  and  other  casea  where  the 

labour.  difficulty  and  danger  are  not   removed  by 

It  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  ei^t  ought  exciting  the  contractions  of  the  utcros. 
not  to  be  given  in  first  labours,  as  the  rup-  Secaie  is  certainly  not  a  remedy  which  can  be 
ture  of  the  perineum  would  likely  be  the  safely  entrusted  to  inexperienced  prac- 
result ;  that  it  ou;^lit  not  to  be  adminisitered  titioners,  or  which  ought  to  be  prescribed  in 
in  any  caw  till  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  is  any  case  without  the  utmost  caution.  1 
fully  dilated,  the  membranes  ruptured,  and  have  s(M?n  a  number  of  cases  of  first  labour,  in 
the  presenting  part  is  ascprtaiiied.  Nor  which  tiie  ergot  had  been  given  laif^ly 
should  it  be  given  in  any  case  where  there  is  though  the  os  uteri  was  rigid,  not  more  than 
a  suspicion  that  ileformity  of  the  pelvis  half  dilated,  and  the  membranes  anruptured; 
exists,  or  dix:proi)ortion  between  the  head  and  violent  peritonitis  followed  in  one  oif  thew. 
pelvis  from  nuy  cause  whatever.  A  foreign  It  was  employe<l  not  far  from  this,  in  a  case 
accoucheur  lias,  indetd,  recommended  it  to  i>e  of  protracted  labour,  fibere  the  difficulty 
given  in  cases  of  dintort ion  of  the  pelvis,  for  arose  from  an  immense  accumulation  cSt 
the  purpor.e  of  fixing  or  jamming  tiie  head  urine  in  tlie  bladder  ;  the  bladder  was  rup- 
of  the  child  in  the  brim,  in  order  that  the  tured,  and  the  urine  escaped  into  the  aae  of 
long  forceps  might  be  applied  over  the  the  peritoneum.  I  saw  the  perforated 
occiput  and  forehead.  But  where  distortion  bUddier  soon  after  the  occurrence,  at  the 
exists,  or  di}ipro|K)rtion  between  the  head  and  Middlesex  Hospital,  in  the  possession  of 
pelvis  from  any  cause,  I  have  never  found  Dr.  Hugh  Ley.  It  would  have  been  em* 
that  the  secaie  was  necessary  to  fix  the  head  ployed  in  another  caw  of  difficult  laboor 
in  the  brim ;  this  has  generally  taken  place,  from  retention  of  urine,  which  1  saw  in  con- 
more  speedily  than  was  desired,  by  the  un-  sultation  not  long  after,  had  I  not  prevented 
assisted  uterine  action,  and  fatal  contusion  it.  In  this  case  the  head  was  so  completely 
or  rupture  of  the  soft  parts  has  too  often  jammed  in  the  pelvis  that  the  catheter  oonU 
been  the  result  of  attempting  to  deliver  in  not  possibly  be  introduced  into  the  bladder, 
such  cases  without  lessening  the  volume  of  the  and  the  urine  drawn  off,  till  the  volume  of 
head.  the  head  had  been  lessened  by  perforation. 

It  would  only  be  in  such  a  case  as  tlie  I  was  called  to  a  patient  of  the  St.  Maryie- 
following  tliat  the  ergot  could  be  given  bone  Infirmary  in  1832,  who  had  been  in 
without  certain  danger,  and  even  in  such  a  labour  nearly  GO  hours,  and  was  attended 
case  1  would  prefer  trusting  to  the  efforts  of  by  one  of  the  parochial  midwives,  who  had 
nature,  and  tlic  influence  of  other  remedies  given  ergot  liberally  during  the  labour,  nia 
whose  operation  is  attended  with  less  hazard  head  was  extracted  with  great  difficulty  after 
to  the  mother  and  child.  Suppose  a  woman  perforation.  In  1833  she  was  delivered 
has  had  previous  labours — has  a  capacious  safely  by  the  same  means,  but  in  1834  she 
pelvis — the  os  uteri  soft  and  widely  dilated,  was  attended  by  two  inexperienced  ac- 
the  membranes  ni|itare<l,  the  head  presenting  coucheura,  who  gave  her  the  ergot  of  rye  in 
and  low  in  the  ]}elvi2>,  no  fever  or  inflamma-  great  doses,  without  reflecting  on  the  dis« 
tion,  but  the  }iuins  are  feeble  and  irregular,  torted  condition  of  the  pelvis.  The  vagina 
and  have  little  effect  in  pushing  forward  the  was  afterwards  lacerated  by  the  forceps,  and 
head  for  several  hours,  and  you  fenr  ex-  she  died,  soon  after  being  delivered  by  the 
haustion  from  longer  continuance  of  the  perforator  and  crotchet,  with  incessant  vomit- 
labour,  and  time,  which  you  can  ill  spare  ing  and  complete  exhaustion.  This  is  not 
from  other  professional  business,  is  being  the  only  case  of  distorted  pelvis  which  I  have 
consumed  appannitly  to  no  purposc'^under  seen  where  ergot  has  been  employed.  In 
such  circumstani?es  you  might  be  tempted  to  other  two  the  women  died,  and  in  a  third 
exhibit  the  ergot,  and  if  you  did  so  the  proba-  there  is  an  incurable  fistulous  communication 
bility  is  that  it  wcmld  produce  no  effect,  between  the  bladder  and  vagina.  In  more 
But  if  it  did  act,  and  the  child,  which  had  than  one  case  of  placental  presentation  which 
been  alive  a  short  time  before,  was  bom  dead,  1  have  seen,  the  ergot  had  been  given  before 
with  or  without  the  umbilical  cord  round  the  it  fvas  distinctly  ascertained  that  the  hsemorr. 
neck,  you  would  then  have  good  rciuton  to  hage  arose  from  attachment  of  the  placenta 
regret  that  the  case  had  not  been  left  to  to  the  neck  of  tlie  uterus.    A  gentleman 
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who  had  unbounded  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  aware  that  both  are  exposed  to  imminent 
aecale,  and  who  had  preacribed  it  in  a  multi-  danger  if  the  labour  is  protracted  from 
tude  of  cases,  met  with  one  of  protracted  rigidity  beyond  a  certain  period ;  and  every 
labour  from  congenital  hydrocephalus,  and  practitioner  ought  thoroughly  to  know  the 
here  also  his  fiivourite  remedy  was  vigorously  83rmptoms  which  indicate  that  the  labour 
applied ;  but  the  head  could  not  enter  the  has  been  left  to  nature,  or  allowed  to 
brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  when  the  patient  continue  as  long  as  is  compatible  with  their 
was  completely  exhausted  I  was  requested  to    safety. 

see  her.  A  great  quantity  of  fluid  escaped  The  parts  after  a  certain  period  become 
on  opening  the  head,  whidi  was  afterwards  hot,  dry,  swollen  and  puffy,  from  the  long 
readily  extracted  ;  but  she  died  in  a  short  continued  pressure  and  interrupted  ck- 
time.  Ergot  was  given  in  a  case  of  difficult  culation,  and  so  tender  that  an  examination 
labour,  from  hydrocephalus  in  the  foetus,  cannot  be  made  without  causing  pain.  The 
which  occurred  a  number  of  years  ago  in  the  discharge  from  the  vagina  becomes  offensive, 
neighbourhood  of  London,  and  rupture  of  and  retention  of  urine  takes  place  from  the 
the  uterus  was  the  consequence.  In  July  pressure  of  the  child's  head  on  the  urethra 
1836,  a  case  of  arm  presentation  occurred  and  neck  of  the  bladder,  with  a  sense  of 
where  ergot  was  given  before  the  presenting  soreness  and  tension  of  the  abdomen.  More 
part  was  felt.  Great  difficulty  was  ex-  or  less  anxiety  should  always  be  felt  about  a 
perienced  in  turning.  The  child  was  dead,  case  of  protracted  labour  where  any  of  these 
and  the  woman  di^  on  the  5th  day.  Not  local  symptoms  are  observed,  and  especially 
long  ago  it  was  given  in  a  case  of  twins.  The  where  the  employment  of  the  catheter  becomes 
arm  of  the  second  child  presented,  and  the  necessary,  and  where  some  difficulty  is  ex- 
utmost  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  perienced  in  passing  it  into  the  bladder,  and 
operation  of  turning.  where  the  head  of  the  child  has  remained 
It  was  observed  in  America  that  the  several  hours  without  making  any  progress, 
children  were  often  still  bom  after  the  ex-  and  the  bones  are  compressed,  and  there 
hibition  of  ergot  of  rye,  and  this  led  many  is  a  large  tumor  under  the  scalp.  The  ot- 
practitioners  in  that  country  to  discontinue  citement  of  great  constitutional  disturb- 
its  use  altogether.  The  same  circumstance  ance,  with  increased  determination  of  blood 
has  likewise  been  noticed  in  this  country,  to  particular  organs,  especially  the  brain, 
and  it  is  not  difficult  to  expkiin  the  cause,  and  exhaustion  of  the  vital  powers,  are  the 
The  contractions  of  the  uterus  excited  by  the  most  un&vourablegeneralsymptoms  observed 
ergot  of  rye  are  different  from  those  of  natural  in  cases  of  protracted  labour  from  rigidity, 
labour ;  they  are  of  much  greater  strength  The  accession  of  fever  in  the  second  stage 
and  longer  duration,  like  a  number  of  violent  of  labour,  or  in  the  first  stage  after  the  mem- 
labour  pains  continued  into  one  another  branes  have  long  been  ruptured,  indicated  by 
without  intervals.  The  long  interruption  to  rigors,  a  rapid  pulse,  furred  tongue,  and 
the  circulation  of  the  maternal  blood  in  the  flushed  countenance,  affords  additional 
uterus  and  placenta,  which  must  take  place  evidence  that  the  labour  cannot  be  left  much 
during  these  lengthened  contractions,  and  longer  to  the  natural  efforts ;  and  still  more 
the  want  of  the  necessary  changes  in  the  unfavourable  is  the  case  if  the  labour  pains 
foetal  blood,  will  explain  why  children  are  have  been  gradually  dinunishing  in  force, 
often  bom  in  a  state  of  asphyxia,  after  the  if  the  head  has  ceased  to  advance,  and 
administration  of  the  secale  comutum.  symptoms  ot  exhaustion    have    appeared. 

,        ,    .  .  One  of   the  most   striking    circumstances 

2.  0/  protraeied   and  difficult    laiourt,  observed  in  these  cases  is  the  sudden  manner 

Jrom  a  rtgtd  and  vndtlatable  ttate  qf  Iq  ^hich    the    unfavourable  constitutional 

the  orifie*  qf  the  uierw,  vagina,  and  symptoms    manifest    themselves,   and    the 

other  9oft  part9,  necessity   which  arises  for  the  immediate 

It  is  in  first  labours,  and  in  women  ad-  interference  of  art.    The  pains  cease  almost 

▼anoed  in  age,  that  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  entirely,  the  head  begins  to  wander,  the  face 

and  other  soft  parts,  is  most  frequently  met  and  trunk  become  covered  with  a  clammy 

with.      Sometimes    it  is   confined  to   the  perspiration,  the  features  and  tone  of  the 

orifice  of  the  uterus,  so  that  the  second  stage  voice  become  completely  changed — so  altered 

of  labour  is  very  short,  when  the  first  has  been  that  you  might  almost  doubt  whether  it  was 

extremely  protracted.     More  frequently  the  the  same  individual  you  had  been  so  long 

rigidity  exists  both  in  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  watching  with  anxiety — with  constant  rest- 

and  in  the  parts  at  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  lessness  and  jactitation, 
so  that  the  first  and  second  stages  are  both        These  local  and  constitutional  sjrmptoms 

tedious  and  painful.    In  the  greater  number  may  occur  before  the  first  stage  of  labour  has 

of  cases  of  this  description,  Uf  no  improper  been  completed,  but  they  are,  perhaps,  most 

treatment  be  employed,  the  dilatation  of  the  frequently  observed  after  tK^VAAi^^cAs^^^^soK^ 

OS  uteri   and  other  parts    is    at  last  ac-  thio\i!(^  >l\»  o^  ^vXerv VD\a  ^Qofc  '^iecrta,  "wA-Xaa* 

complished  with  safety  to  the  mother  and  wmtAncA  VVv«t«:  ^Tf»«vxv^\at  ^^^^^'^x^S^xw 
ebUd.    It  is  necessary,  however,  to  be  f oily    the  vm\&  «*•  ^"^e  o>aXNs6X.    ^X^^njc^.  ^^^^^^ 
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is  going  on,  however  slowly,  and  the  head  Is  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

descending,  and  none  of  these  symptoms  are 

present,  tl»e  labour  may  safely  be  left  to  -4»  Oration  deliwered  on  ike  70/A 

nature ;  but  when  the  process  is  arrested,  »^ry  qf  the  London  Medical  Soeietf,  m 

and  the  parts  within  the   pelvis  begin  to  Wednesday,  Sihqf  March. 

suffer  from  the  pressure,  and  symptoms  of  ©y  Leonard  Stxwart,  M.D. 

fever  and  e:ihaustion  appear,,  it  is  your  dutv 

to  interfere,  otherwise  the  strength  of  the  C^or  the  Medical  GoMelte.} 

patient  may  be  so  exhausted  tliat  she  will  

speedily  die  after  delivery  from  the  mere  Tii  e  most  general  and  the  moat  powerfiil  in- 
shock  of  labour,  or  from  haemorrhage  and  fluence  exerted  upon  tiie  oonatkiitioQ  of  men 
retained  placenta,  or,  what  is,  ]>erhap8,  worse  and  animals  is  that  of  climate  and  locality. 
than  death,  she  may  have  sloughing  of  the  Many  familiar  ezamplea  may  be  given  of 
uterus,  vagina,  bladder,  and  rectum.  There  tbe  fbrce  of  the  endemic  eaoaes  of  diioeaie; 
are  few  cases  in  midwifery  which  require  which  technical  expression  must  be  taken  is 
greater  practical  skill  to  conduct  to  a  ha])py  including  the  teHuric  at  well  aa  the  aorial 
issue  than  some  of  these  cases  of  protracted  agents  prevalent,  in  any  given  region,  wboie 
labour  from  rigidity,  and  which  arc  some-  combined  effect  is  to  modify  the  living  prin- 
times  complicated  with  other  causes  of  ciplc,  and  at  times  quite  overeome  the 
difficulty.  normal  power  of  resistance  to  vrhat  is  dda- 

Tbe  most  important  remedy  in  cases  of  terious. 
figidity  of  the  os  uteri  is,  doubtless,  veue-  The  production  of  agues  in  manihj  die* 
section,  which  not  only  promotes  the  dilata-  tricts  ;  of  goitres  and  cretinism  in  moon- 
tion  of  the  parts,  but  checks  the  disposition  tain  passes  ;  of  dysenteries  and  liver  corn- 
to  inflammation  and  fever.  If  the  patient  plaints  in  various  tropical  plains  ;  of  IktsI 
is  robust,  the  pulse  full,  strong,  and  pestilential  fever  in  other  localities ;  the  more 
frequent,  and  unfavourable  symptoms  begin  familiar  evils  of  scrofhla,  phthisis,  snd  ridEets, 
to  appear,  especially  congestion  of  the  brain,  (called  proverbially  the  English  malady),  sU 
the  abstraction  of  a  moderate  quantity  of  these,  too  surely,  and  too  lepeatedly,  prave 
blood  from  the  arm  is  often  followed  by  this  assertion. 

relaxation  of  the  os  uteri  and  external  organs,  A  comparison  of  the  results  of  particnisr 

efficient  pains,  and  the  speedy  termination  endemial  influences  gives  us  the  means  of 

of  the  labour.     In  all  these  cases  it  is  the  escaping  from  danger,  or  of  palHating  the 

most  safe  and  powerful  remedy  we  possess,  virulence  of  morbific  agents,  by  removal  to 

and,  if  employed  with  proper  caution,  can  a    locality  having  an  opposite    character, 

never  be  injurious  where  the  strength  of  the  This  mutual  exchange  of  advantages  is  one 

patient  has  not  been  previously  exhausted  of  the  most  successful  and  gttSif ymg  ar- 

by  the  long-continued  efforts.     You  must  rangementsin  our  power,  for  ensuring  health 

distinctly  understand,  however,  that  blood-  and  prolonging  life ;  and  one  of  the  most 

letting  should  be  employed  in  no  case  of  reasonable  in  theory ;  because,  in  so  doing, 

labour  unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  we  remove  the  causes  of  evil,  and  prove  the 

that  it  is  a  remedy  inapplicable  to  cases  of  maxim  that   **  prevention   is    better   »iw> 

disproportion  between  the  child  and  mother,  core." 

and  where  the  protraction  de|)endB  on  feeble  The  statistical  information  which  ia  now 

uterine  action.     Blood-letting  during  labour  being  obtained  from  many  quarters  on  the 

sometimes  alarms  the  patient  and  her  atten-  subject  of    medical  to))ography   is  of  the 

dants,  and  is  absolutely  injurious  by  inducing  greatest  importance  in  directing  the  mignK 

debility  in  the  puerperal  state.     Some  prac-  tion  of  invalids,  the  route  of  all  expeditions^ 

titioners  have  strongly  recommended    the  and  the  establishment  of  colonies  and  new 

exhibition  of  an  enema  of  starch  and  lauda-  settlements. 

num  in  cases  of  protracted  labour  from  great  It  occasionally  gives  a  reason  for  abandon- 
rigidity  of  the  08  uteri,  after  the  employ-  ing  regions,  which  are  either  too  severely 
ment  of  venesection.  cold  for  the  susceptible    natives  of  more 

Where  blood-letting  fails  to  relieve  the  sunny  skies,  or  insupportably  hot  and  pea- 
symptoms,  and  artificial  delivery  becomes  tiferous  to  the  labourer  from  the  north.  It 
necessary,  it  may  be  safely  compIete<l  with  appears  that  any  frozen  climate  developea 
the  forceps,  if  the  os  uteri  is  fully  dilated,  tubercles  in  the  Malay  and  in  the  negro ; 
and  the  head  has  descended  so  far  into  the  while  we  arc  told  that  the  marshy  plains  of 
pelvis  that  an  ear  con  be  felt.  Where  the  Demcrara,  though  prolific  of  other  diseases  to 
second  sta,i;e  of  labour  has  not  commenced,  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  are  both  preventive 
and  the  gn;ater  [inrt  of  the  head  remains  nnd  curative  of  phthitis.  There  is  f^ome 
above  the  brim,  and  any  cir»;umstmicr  occurs  reason  for  believing  that  the  causes  of  aj^uc 
demanding  iiuniediatc  delivery,  to  suvt*  the  ami  consumption  arc  antagouist  powers, 
mother's  life  the  perforator  uud  crotclurt  and  do  not  commonly  prevail  in  the  same 
must  be  em]doycd.  loiuilities. 

We  have  before  us  the  good  and  tlic  ex-il^ 
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and  can  at  pleasure  use,  without  abosingi  the  Our  prevalent    flofferinga   are  therefore 

natural  influences  around  ua.  connected,  it  is  probable,  with  modes  of  life 

Of  course  it  will  be  recollected  that,  in  and  social  conditions  which  are  not  incapa- 

speaking  upon  the  subject  of  health  and  ble  of  reform.    Such,  for  instance,  as  the 

recovery  from  disease,  the  medical  man  is  precocious  labour  of  children,  and  the  seden- 

understood  to  consider  them  as  objects  of  tary  occupations  of  females, 

paramount  importance.  There  is  a  great  deal  that  can  be  traced 

He  is  not  accountable  for  any  obstacle  to  what  is  familiar  and  tangible — as  to  dirty 

that  may  lie  in  the  way,   connected  with  and  insufficient  clothing,  damaged  provisions, 

politics,  commerce,  or  finance.  over-crowded  rooms,  excessive  toil,  intern- 

His  vocation  is  to  establish  the  laws  of  perance— often  to  ignorance  and  prejudice, 

his  profession,   founded  as  they  are  upon  We  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt,  that  by 

nature  and  observation,  and  to  disregard  all  investigating  and  correcting  these  and  many 

other  considerations  but  the  discovery  and  other  improper  habits  of  a  similar  character, 

declaration  of  the  truth.  much  unmixed  good  may  be  done. 

In  the  British  Isles  there  appear  to  be  no  The  many  advantages  which  arise  from 

peculiar  or  indigenous  diseases,  if  we  except  *'  centralization, "    and    the    collection    of 

those  already  named,  that  are  connected  with  crowds  into  large  towns  and  capitals^  are  not 

the  strumous  constitution  or  diathesis.    And  without  great  drawbacks, 

even  here  there   are  other  circumstances.  The  unnumbered  conveniences  and  amuse- 

which  influence  these  maladies,  if  they  do  not  ments,  which  attract  equally  the  industrious 

originate  them,  that  are  not  necessarily  con-  and  the  frivolous,  the  cooperation  for  many 

nected  with  our  climate  and  locality.  common  objects  of  business  and  pleasure,  the 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  our  boast,  in  the  multiplied  choice  of  occupation,  and  the 

present  day,  to  be  secure  in  the  possession  of  demand  for  the  talents  of  Uie  ingenious  or 

a  soil  well  subdued,  and  rendered  incapable  the  gifted,  in  ways  unknown  or  unappreciated 

of  generating  the  more  noxious  forms   of  in  roral  life,  the  privacy,  concealment,  and 

malady ;  and  of  a  temperature  favourable  to  mystery,  necessary  for  many  modes  of  ex- 

the  development  of  the  greatest  energy  of  istenoe  (adopted  by  individuals,  or  forced 

mind  and  body,  unusually  free  from  extremes  upon  their  necessities),  the  greater  liberty 

of  heat  and  cold,  known  as  a  general  place  of  and  variety  offered  to  all  classes,  are  too 

refuge  from  other  malarious  and  plague  in-  generally  counterbalanced  by  striking  dis- 

fested  climes.       But  notwithstanding   our  advantages. 

great  natural  advantages,  and  the  addition  of  The  masses  have  generally  herded  together 

facilities  resulting  from  enterprise  and  civi-  without  foresight,  or  due  provision  for  com" 

lization,  there  does  still  exists  great  amount  fori  and  safety, 

ofdisease.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  old  and 

We  have  frequently  wide-spread  epidemics,  populous  cities, 

and  generally  diftised  contagious  maladies ;  We  have  the  narrow  streets,  dark  and 

and  the  attention  of  the  learned,  of  the  crowded  passages,  with  noisome  cellars  and 

powerful,  of  the  charitable,  has  been  from  comfortless  attics.    There  are  the  suffocating 

time  to  time  aroused  by  the  overshadowing  £M!tories  and  workshops,  the  damp  grounds 

of  danger  more  than  usually  inuninent.  and  yards,  the  smoking  labyrinths  of  what 

The  occasional  prevalence  of  puerperal  are    called    the    '*  back    settlements,"    all 

fever ;  the  rapid  march  of  scarlatina,  small-  swarming  with  the  toil-worn,  the  debauched, 

pox,  and  certain  eruptive  diseases ;  the  pes-  and  the  brutalized,  strangely  huddled  ti^ge- 

tilential  type  of  typhus  in  seasons  of  scarcity ;  ther.     Their    scanty  or    precarious    food, 

the  unexampled  intensity  and    fatality  of  dejection  of  mind,  discomfort,  ill- regulated 

cholera ;  have  all,  in  their  day,  called  aloud  or  intemperate  habits,  and  filthy  places  of 

for  public  consideration.  residence,  are  altogether  the  prolific  source 

From  a  variety  of  causes,  the  desire  for  of  disease  and  infection, 

statistical  and  extended  information  has  of  The  dangers  arising  from  this  want  of 

late  years  been  more  fixed,  and  the  facts  arrangement,  and  the  absence  of  the  true 

already  published  and  laid  before  the  world,  conditions  proper  for  health,  relaxation,  and 

by  official  statements,   as  well  as  by  in*  natural  recreation,  are  not  limited  to  the 

dividual  declarations,  have  caused  more  deli-  labouring  drudges,  nor  to  the  abject  dwellers 

beration  than  at  any  former  period,  on  the  in  low  pauperized  localities,  but  hang  over; 

possibility  of  affording  relief.  and  frequently  involve,    those    even    who 

Wlien  we  ascertain  that  there  are  fewer  appear  to  be  far  removed    and    carefully 

malarious  and  atmospheric  causes  of  malady  secured  from  contact  and  contamination, 

with  us  than  elsewhere,  we  at  once  establish  The   intercommunion  continually   going 

the  very  important  conclusion,  that  the  cir-  on   (however    imperceptibly)  between    the 

cumstanoes  which  generate  and  diffuse  the  members    of   any  fiimily,    their    cVuLldx^xv^ 

evils  that  do  exist,  are,  in   their  essential  domestics,  «xA  ^^-wxhvoN:^^  ^«>i^  -^  ^^ 

nature,  more  accidental  and  artificial.  nvxioxia  dev^snd^^soXA^  \aw««s«px^>  '^xwc>»«c^> 
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end  tttmdMntu,  fonnf  a  chmi  of  connection  none  better  known  cfaan  to  weiBcnl  men.   It 

nnbrokm  between  the  most  epicnresn  and  is  well  worth  tbe  attention  of  philanthropMti^ 

fattidions,  and  the  most  debased  and  outcast,  and  those  who  desire  the  weQ-woridng  of 

Innomerable  examples  conld  be  qnoted  to  the  social  mass,  to  cuutiiie  some  plan  for 

illustrate  this  position.  the  protection  of  diildren  when  their  pnrenti 

It  is  qnite  impoMible  to  lire  and  more  in  are  away.     The  inCsnt-achoob,   md  oCher 

society,  and  to  be  insured  with  anything  like  places  of  deposit  during  the  daj,  ate  sbofe 

precision  afl;«tnst  the  attack  of  some  of  the  out  from  them  when  ill.  The  pamta  (wfaoie 

most  pernicious  and  loathsome  contagions.  occupation  often  keeps  them  abrand)  aiv 

-  WlHia  mnr,  ^no  polsat  pede  panpenun  frequently  obliged  toempl^y  ^^l^  ^^^^^ 

tabrniuM,                       I-      t-  r-  persons  to  supply  thetr  place ;  or  tliej  hare 

Rearnmciae  turro.'*  the  difficult  altematire  of  giving  up  tiwir 

There  is  a  striking  exemplification  of  this  ^'^^^J'^J'^'^'^^^^^'^jr^jf 

irresistible  truth  onlecord  in  the  death  of  f^PP^rt.     ^^'^^J^^^  ~  ""g*^ 

I^nis  XV..  who.  liTiug  in  the  midst  of  re-  >*  -  ^f  .^."T.  tl^^^  ^L^^ 

finements    and    luxuries,    with    everything  ^^^  °^ '?"?'°^  •     *i^^jU^J!!J 

studied  with  a  Tiew  to  his  health  and  se^rity,  ^^mes,  that  there  is  too  fr^^Uj  ^ 

after  a  long  and  roluptuous  life,  found  his  ynorance  ^    PTr^lJ^ii    w, 

palaces  and  his   parks  no  suffirient  refuge  ^^}P^^  ^^i^^  "   ij^^ 

from    the    terrible    invasion    of    confluent  mismanagement    "^i^^^^J^^^ 

small  pox  capncc.    Add  to  all  this,  the  danger 

It  i's  for' the  good  of  an,  then,  to  promote  tinually  ariring  from  the  nnm W ^  pf 

an  improvemenlin  the  condition,  both  moral  l>«ddled  together  m  one  room,  freqamtlj  im 

and   physical,   of   the    poorest    and    most  on«  bed.               v.    ^       ...     _^.   - 1    *i.^ 

abandoned  •  ^  "^^  proper  direction,  it  is  probable  tiiat 

some  plan  of  placing  sick  diildren  tuuler 

.-..     ^Kv     .1.  •'*■'" *"'*'*.  K^^.;*v^.  skilful  and  responsible  persona  when   the 

It  blessrth  h.m  that  gives,  and  him  that  takes !  ^^^^  ^^  compelled  to  bTaway,  or  are  m- 

In   devising  and    in  superintending  all  competent  to  manage  them,  would  diminiih 

plans  of  medical  police,  our  profession  must  the  intensity  of  the  materials  of  infisctkn, 

cooperate  with    the    legislature,   the    civil  and  prevent  a  great  deal  of  mischief  now 

authorities,  with  the  architect  and  engineer,  arising  from    accident,  ignorance,   and   at 

We  must  call  to  our  aid  all  the  arts  and  times  from  brutal  inattention, 

sciences  now  rendered  popular  by  civilixation  But  it  is  not  in  cities  alone  (let  it  be  mi* 

and  enlightened  government ;   and  join  in  derstood)  that  our  profession  has  to  consider 

prr>viding    due    space  for  ventilation    and  the  best  arrangements  for  health  and  well* 

draining,    wlien    they    have    been    of   old  being.     In  rurd  districts  and  remote  settle- 

neglrcteil ;   or  for  ailditional  comfort,  clean-  ments  it  is  more  than  ever  important  that 

linesM,  and  warmth,  wherever  these  are  de-  the  presence  of  the  medical  man  ahonld 

manded,  in  new  districts.  witness  the  fulfilment  of  his  precepts.     It  » 

Already  it  has  l>een  pointed  out  to  the  here  chiefly  that  neglect  of  authority,  or 

public,  and  to  the  proprietors  of  various  blind  adherence  to  custom,  is  found  to  pre- 

works  and   handiiTafts,  that  many  of  the  vail  without  chance  of  being  corrected, 

desirable  ends  of  skill  and  enterprise  can  be  There  are  bodies  of  men,  too,  who  are 

obtained  at  a  diminished  rate  of  suffering  associated,  but  yet  cut  off*,  more  or  leaVr 

from  noxious  msterials  and  from  accidents ;  from  ordinary  intercourse  with  the  world, 

but  a  great  deal  more  is  to  be  done  under  and  where  the  absence  of  an  adviser  end 

the  personal  superintendence  of  our  profes*  protector,   with    knowledge   and   influence 

sion,  both  by  general  precaution   and  tbe  sufficient  to  hold  over  them  the  shield  of  the 

minute  adaptation  of  ingenious  contrivances,  remedial  sciences,   is  felt  as  the  greatest 

Among  crowds  of  people  there  are  many  calamity.    All  rural  fkctories,  all  mines  and 

things  which  o|iposc  the  full  enjoyment  of  collieries,  all  asylums  for  the  poor,  the  sick, 

health  \  but  it  is  to  be  remembered  there  are  the  superannuated,  the  helpless,  the  insane, 

some  great  advantages.  the  captive,  the  criminal,   look  to  us  for 

ITie  very  circumstance  of  their  residing  fair  play, 

ami  acting  together  supposes  more  publicity  In  an  especial  manner,  as  scientific  men, 

and  protection  than  wlien  their  work  is  dona  we  are  called  upon  to  be  present  with  all 

alrme,  and  without  assistants  and  witoesaes.  expeditions  and  emigrations,  by  land  or  by 

This  particularly  applies  to  children  and  water ;   always  as  companions,  and  not  nn- 

young  |>ersons,  who  are  often  liable  to  suffer  freqnently  as  leadere. 

from  nrglert  or  tyranny  where  then!  is  no  Wheneverthereisaprobabilityofameliorat- 

one  by  to  slisrc  their  condition.  ing  the  condition  of  labourere  by  regulatinfi^ 

Tlir  forlorn  and  helpless  situation  of  iudi-  their  work,  both  with  regard  to  duration  and 

vidunis  or  small  families,  wlien  isolated  and  intensity,  or  by  insisting  that  the  stupefying 

at «  distance  from  help  and  attendance,  is  to  monotony  of  their  toil  s^uld  have  due  oppor- 
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tanity  of  being  broken  by  amnsement  and  these  compositions,  (which  he  was  in  the 

heart-easing  mirth,  we  should  not  be  silent,  habit  of  inflicting  upon  his  men  when  slack 

Whenever  we  can  manage  to  save  them  at  their  work),  and'npon  hinting  that  he  ought 

from  dangerona  accidents,  from  deleterious  to  study  diseases,  and  have  some  reason  for 

materials,  unwholesome  places  of  work  or  -his  practice,  my  friend  seemed  to  consider 

of  residence,  it  is  the  recognized  province  all  this  a  troublesome  refinement ;   as  the 

of  our  profession  to  interfiere.  names  were  plainly  written,  and  he  was  not 

Who,  so  well  as  we,  are  entitled  to  open  partial  to  innovations.     I  found,  in  short, 

the  door  to  moral  and  intellectual  sources  of  that  it  was  not  easy  to  move  him  from  the 

improvement  ?  fixed  groove  in  which  his  ideas  ran,  or  to 

By  no  class  is  the  intelligent  co-operation  lessen  his  conceit  of  his  own  infallibility, 

of  those  with  whom  we  have  to  deal  more  The  experience  of  every  day  teaches  us 

appreciated  or  more  desired.      We    have  that  it  is  precisely  those  who  know  least 

unequalled  opportnnites  for  observation  and  about  anatomy,  physiology,  and  pathology, 

reflection,  and,  as  a  consequence,   I  will  who  talk  with  the  greatest  confidence  of  the 

boldly  ask,  where  shall  we  find  so  little  efficacy  of  various    specifics,    which  they 

bigotry  and  prejudice  ?  seem  to  consider  as  if  billeted  to  certain  ma* 

I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  great  attention  ladies,  or  as  so  many  charms  or  talismans, 

which  has  already  been  givento  many  of  these  capable  of  producing  results  without  any 

matters.     I  rejoice  that  much  more  is  likely  particular  management, 

to  be  done  in  this  direction  ;  but  1  think  it  They  are  deluded  by  names,  and  do  not 

only  right  to  say,  that  much  more  of  the  con-  understand  diseases. 

trol  and  management  of  all  sanatory  regnla-  Within  my  recollection  the  names  and 

tious  should  be  in  the  hands  of  medical  men  titles  of  mixtures,  powders,  and  other  pre- 

than  has  hitherto  been  common.  parations,  were  made  to  indicate  ihe  parti- 

We  have  something  more  to  do  here  than  cular  diseases  and    morbid  conditions   to 

tx)  set  other  people  to  work  !  which  they  were  considered  speciaUy  adapted. 

Our  vocation  is  administrative  as  well  as  They  were  named  from  their  supposed  ef- 

legislative  :   we  are  not  only  abstract  ad-  fects,  and  not  firom  their  domposition  and 

visers,  but  peculiariy  and  proverbially  praC"  ingredients.     This  was  at  regular  institu- 

tilionere.  tions,  hospitals,  and  under  the  superinten- 

Medical  men  should  be  in  person  ready  dence  of  educated  practitioners    We  have, 

to  superintend  the  execution  of  what  they  however,   made  a    great  stride  from  this 

may  theoretically  recommend.  narrow  and  erroneous  view  of  therapeutics. 

We  have  the  highest  political  authority  I  do  not  know  that,  at  present,  any  formulas 

of  the  present  day  declaring  that  a  physician  are  called  after  the  maladies  to  which  they 

should  not  prescribe  until  he  is  called  in  I  are  considered  destined.     Their  aptitude  or 

To  suppose  that  there    is  an   inherent  affinity  is  not  declared;  they  are  merely 

virtue  in  ybrmifte,  that  enables  any  one  named  by  enumerating  their  ingredients  or 

without  education  or  practice  to  deal  with  qualities.      We  now  do   not  suppose  that 

them  successfblly,  is  really  as  absurd  as  to  because  certain  drugs  (by  a  peculiar  affinity 

fancy  that  the   colours  and  brushes  of  a  or  pre-established  harmony)  are  taken  up 

portrait-painter  constitute  the  chief  part  of  by  the  stomach,  as  ipecacuan ;  or  the  intes- 

his  skill.  tines,  as  senna ;  or  the  uterus,  as  ergot  of  ^ 

And  yet  this  is  common  enough  I  It  rye,  so  as  to  hetir  a  part  in  modifying  the 
happened  to  me,  some  twenty  years  since,  fanctions  of  these  organs,  that  tiierefore 
to  be  the  only  passenger  in  a  merchant-ship ;  these  medicines  are  always  to  cure  the  dis- 
and  upon  the  occurrence  of  some  illness  in  eases  of  these  regions.  In  short,  we  distin- 
one  of  the  crew,  I  found  the  captain  about  guish  between  the  pharmacological  and  the 
to  fire  off  some  article  from  his  medicine  remedial  character  of  the  various  substances 
chest.  I  took  this  opportunity  of  examining  used  for  prescriptions, 
this  magazine  of  epeeifice,  which  consisted  The  feuniliar  tiUes  of  emetics,  sudorifics, 
of  a  box  oi  powders  differently  sorted — ^for  cathartics,  diuretics,  and  so  on,  are  retained 
in  those  days  we  had  not  got  to  infinitesimals !  more  for  convenience  and  classification  than 
I  was  mudi  edified  at  finding  the  simplicity  as  indicating  their  invariable  character.  We 
and  certainty  to  which  the  art  and  mystery  know  that,  in  the  hands  of  the  skilful,  they 
of  the  practice  of  physic  was  reduced.  There  are  made  to  play  various  and  lopposite  parts, 
were  some  of  these  powders  labelled  as  good  The  past  history  of  medicine  shews  that 
for  a  fever,  some  for  a  spitting  of  blood,  for  many  articles  of  the  materia  mediea,  to 
a  liver  complaint,  for  rheumatism,  and  so  whidi  at  one  time  great  virtue  and  import- 
on  through  the  entire  collection,  which  con-  ance  were  attributed,  have  either  sunk  into 
tained  various  antidotes  for  many  other  total  neglect,  or  are  associated  with  other 
nautical  maladies,  both  British  and  foreign,  drugs,  and  are  mere  condimenta  <vc  'u^> 
Upon  my  venturing  to  mention  the  possi-  vanta.  Itk  iVxSa  ^"^Ve^T^  ^^»scw^  ^stfs*.  «^>r^ 
biUty  of  his  giving  a  wrong  direction  to     and  axoinaJCvsa.     lA«Sii  «^vc*»sssiA  «w^sa^> 
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whose  namee  akme  would  indicite  the  pos-  When  acting  in  honourable  alliance  witb 
KMion  of  the  most  salutary  influence,  are  all  the  sciences,  keeping  up  with  the  march 
now  very  often  strictly  forbidden  in  the  very  of  discovery,  and  ever  ready  to  suggest 
cases  where  they  were  once  considered  so-  useful  improvements,  they  leave  behind  them 
vereign  remedies.  The  names  aqua  vita,  single«string  practitioners,  and  the  formal- 
usquebaugh,  eau  de  vie,  and  so  on,  in  all  ists,  who  adhere  to  narrow  obsolete  systems, 
languages  were  ^sculapian  as  well  as  Bac-  who  follow  the  letter  but  feel  nothing  of  the 
chanalian  titles.      But  physiology  is  now  in  tpirit  of  their  rules. 

the  ascendant,  and  we  have  discarded  most        There  is  no  doubt  about  the  necessity  for 

of  these  old  material  notions.  attending  to  the  skilful  preparation  and  to  the 

In  chemical  and  mechanical   operations  dexterous  administration  ofthe  most  ordinary 

the  action  of  the  substances  which  meet  is  appliances  and  means,  or  of  the  importanoe 

mutually  balanced,  and  can  be  calculated  of    studying    the    relative   and   oocasioDal 

upon.    The  result  is  unvaried  and  certain,  utility  of  aU  palliative  measures ;   but  it  is 

There  ought  to  be  no  irregularities,  because  still  more  to  the  interest  of  the  public  that 

these  are  purely  physical  experiments ;  they  the  superiority  of  thought  and  invention  over 

are  of  the  exact  sciences.     It  is  only  when  dull  routine  should  be  made  dear,  and  the 

the  vital  energy  and  organic  |>ower  is  called  agency  of  principles  upon  details  understood, 
into  play  that  there  is  any  uncertainty  or        Were    attention   generally  paid    to    the 

caprice,  or  that  action  and  reaction  is  not  natural  history  of  diseases,  no  one  would  be 

reciprocal,    and    mathematically   adjusted,  satisfied  with  any  single  method  of  treat- 

This  essential  difference,  it  is  very  clear,  ment ;  were  it  a  popular  conviction  that  the 

cannot  be  attributed  to  the  brute  substance,  experienced  reflection  and  vigilance  of  the 

the  passive  inanimate  material ;  but  at  once  practitioner  should  in  every  case  be  applied 

marks  the  iieculiar  character  of  organixa-  b^re  any  thing  eUe,  there  would  be  less 

tion — the  more  active  initiative  and  inde*  reliance  upon  universal  nostrums.     Even  in 

pendent  function  of  the  living  fibre.  the  boldest  empirical  or  experimental  at- 

There  seems  to  be  a  discriminating  power  tempts  it  would  be  seen  that  here  alao  there 

— «  force  which  resists  and  repels  the  ap-  should  be  a  previous  knowledge  of  anatomy, 

proach  of  deleterious  matten,  and  their  in-  physiology,  and  pathology, 
gress  into  the  absorbing  surfaces.     Again,        The  phins  of  unenlightened  people  are 

it  appean  that  this  power  is  lost  or  modi-  always  limited  and  meagre.    They  aim  at  a 

fied,  or  possibly  inverted,  so  that  what  was  simplicity  which  is  not  borne  out  by  obsenra- 

once  excluded  by  the  skin  and  mucous  sur-  tion  and  adhesion  to  truth ;   they  fail,  not 

fJMses  is,  atthesetimes,  attracted andabsorbed.  only  in  candour,  but  in  variety  of  resouroes. 

We  continually  observe  the  different  sus-  It  is  commonly  true,  that  where  they  snoceed 

oeptibility   of  various  constitutions,  or  of  it  is  by  stumbling  on  a  remedy;   or  still 

the  same  persons  at  different  periods,  and  in  more  frequently  by  daiming  as  their  own 

the  many  fluctuating  conditions  of  health,  what  nature  was  about  to  do  without  them. 

We  know  that  neither  food,  nor  medidnes.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  certain,  that  when 

nor  poisons,  are  acted  upon  in  one  invariable  they  are  defeated,  they  are  quite  bewildered, 

mode.     Now  the  moral  of  all  such  researches  having  no  reserve  to  fall  back  upon, 
is,  that  no  routine  can  be  established  for  all         I  am,  for  one,  little  disposed  to  quan^ 

emeigencies  ;   because  the  true  agents  in  all  with  the  boldness  of  any  experiment,  or  the 

remedial  transactions  are  the  organs  and  novelty  of  any  theory  or  any  practice ;  but 

functions  of  the  living  frame,  and  not  the  I  like  to  see  the  ground  cleared,  and  the  con* 

material  appliances  which  are  merely  the  ditions  well  and  foirly  underatood,  so  that  no 

occarions    and    instruments  — •  the   subject  conclusion  may  be  jumped  at,  and  no  vie- 

matter — of  any  change.  tory  unworthily  trumpeted  forth. 

Too  much  stress  cannot   be  laid   upon        The  exalted  character  and  multi]>lied  re* 

this  doctrine  in  our  dealings  with  the  public,  sources  of  intelligent  medicine  in  its  widest 

The  study  of  the  general  laws  of  phjrsi-  signification,  would  then  be  sufficient  (with- 

ology,  as  well  as  a  microscopic  acquaintance  out  any  interference  from  without)  to  bring 

with  the  most  evanescent  changes,  and  the  into  discredit  the  follies  of  quacks,  and  the 

practical  application  of  this  knowledge,  fully  culpable  greediness  of  the  dealera  in  patent 

entitle    the    consdentious    practitioner   to  medicines, 
much  wdght  and  influence.  Many  false  promiKS  made  by  reckless  and 

While  we  have  so  many  fortunes  made  by  unfeeling  men  would  be  contrasted  with  the 

hawking  about  a  single  redpe;   so  many  good  fiiith  of  the  considerate  adviser  and 

laws  amended  by  the  devdopment  of  prind-  feithful  friend  of  the  doomed  and  hoi)elesa 

pies  familiar  with  us ;   so  many  characten  sufferer.     Thoee  who  kill  would  stand  out 

rescued  from  aspcraion  by  tlie  displity  of  more  distinctly  from  those  who  cure  -,    and 

pathological  facts ;   surdy  those  who  stand  some  daylight  would  be  thrown  upon  the 

at  the  source  and  fountain-head  of  all  this  contrivances  of  those  more  crafty  personages, 

good  ought  to  be  the  most  considered.  who,  making  an  even  division  betwceu  the 
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claims  of  their  pttientt  and  their  own  profit,  sation.  And  this  debt,  whidi  may  be  oon- 
steer  a  middle  com'se,  give  placebos  only,  «idered  as  doe  ftom  a  powerfiil  and  en- 
aiid  take  especial  care  neither  to  kill  nor  lightened  nation  to  the  barbarians  who  fall 
cure.  under  its  sway,  it  is  erer  gretif^ng  to  con- 
But  if  an  acquaintance  with  the  natural  template ;  this  is  a  kind  of  **  national  debt'' 
history  of  disease,  and  the  various  sciences  which  has  indeed  some  diance  of  being  re- 
which  are  appealed  to  and  put^  requisition  deemed. 

by  the  healing  art,  is  necessary  to  the  safe  So  great  are  the  resources  of  the  profes- 
and  successful  practice  of  our  profession,  it  sion,  and  such  the  energy  add  good-will  of 
follows  that  the  unskilful  employment  of  its  members,  that  we  could  undertake  to 
recipes  by  the  ignorant,  by  amateurs,  or  by  scatter  on  all  sides  from  our  **  embarras  de 
the  followers  of  roai/me,  is  dangerous.  richesses,"  and  to  establish  in  all  quarters 
It  becomes  more  and  more  important  to  the  true  principles  and  practice  of  the  heal- 
supply  the  personal  attendance  and  assist-  ing  art. 

ance  of  the  skilful  and  experienced  as  gene-        This  would  be  a  twofold  advantage ;  for 

rally  and  as  widely  as  possible— to  spread  the  glut  and  stagnation  which  is  so  much 

abroad  not  only  the  measures  but  the  men.  complained  of  every  where  has  its  parallel  in 

There  can  be  no  discovery,  no  conquest  our  province  also.    When  we  glance  at  the 

obtained  by  the  skill  or  enterprise  of  our  actual  condition  of  all  countries,  we  shall  find 

expeditions  into  various  regions,  more  truly  that  there    are    strange    accumulations   of 

Important  than  the  sure  victory  established  similar  conditions;  so  Uiat  distribution  seems 

on  all  sides  over  the  mischievous  systems  to  be  pointed  out  as  the  leading  duty  of  the 

and  ignorant  practices  pursued  by  various  age. 

less  enlightened  people.    This,  although  not        We  shall  see,  on  every  hand,  multitudes 

always  the  object,   is  frequently  the  best  existing  in  the  position  of  the  fabled  Tantalus 

result  of  such  undertakings.  — surrounded  by  the  most  desirable  objects, 

It  must  be  consolatory  to  those  who  turn  which  they  are  debarred  from  using  and 

with  pain  firom  the  contemplation  of  the  enjoying.     What  numbers  of  persons,  of  all 

violence  committed  when  the  customs  of  ages,  sexes,  and  occupations,  cramped  by 

other  countries  are  interfered  with,  or  when  sedentary    monotonous    toil,    when     half 

their  territory  is  invaded,  to  reflect  upon  the  asphyxiated    in     their     dose     and    dusty 

soothing  and  healing  influence  of  the  medical  workshops,  would  fein  escape  to  the  breezes 

profession.     Carried    into    all    parts,    and  of  the  hill-side*.  Many  hunting  tribes  might 

diffusing  unnumbered  benefits,  it  seeks,  as  safely  share  the  excess  of  stimulants  which 

the  only  tribute,  information  and  experience  the  desponding  artizan  is  now  tempted  to 

— and  this  is  collected  and  employed  for  the  use,  and  miserably  abuse, 
universal  good.     It  is  not  always  the  same        We  have  a  sister  country  exporting  siib- 

with  the  other  professions.  stantial  food  to  all  parts,  yet  half  starving 

We  can  well  understand  the  dread  and  her  own  peasantry.     In  the  wild  parts  of 

angry  feeling  which  a  vanquished  and  mor-  North  and  South  America,  the  carcases  of 

tified  nation  may  entertain  against  our  naval  deer  and  of  cattle  are  left  to  rot,  while  many 

and  military  heroes.     Experience  has  shown  of  our  own  labourers  are  limited  to  vegetable 

that  the  spread  of  any  new  religion  by  per-  diet,   or    nearly    so.      The    mountains    of 

suasion  and  alignment  is  always  a  work  of  Switzerland  are  carefully  cropped  and  shorn 

time,  when  opposed  by  the  bigotry  of  igno-  of  every  blade  ^of  grass ;  the  wine  countries 

rant  or  interested  persons.     It  is  again  con-  are  tended  like'gardens ;  while  many  of  the 

ceivable  that  any  proposal  to  fix  an  entirely  richest  plains,  both  of  the  old  world  and  the 

new  set  of  legislators  and  lawyers  (with  new,  as  on  the  Euphrates  and  the  Mississipi, 

chancery  suits  and  solicitors'  bills)  upon  any  are  either  abandoned  or  unattempted  by  the 

people  would  not  be  acceded  to  with  great  hand  of  the  cultivator, 
alacrity.     And   the  jealousy  and  rivalry  of        We  have,  at  the  present  day,  the  eyes  of 

traders  is  always  in  the  way  of  free  and  politicians  and  of  speculators  directed  to  the 

friendly  relations  with  our  commercial  men.  striking  spectacle  of  the  Eastern  coast  of 

But  the  medical  profession  has,  on   every  Asia  (with  its  three  hundred  millions  of 

occasion,  been  met  with  confidence  and  kind-  Chinese,  scantily  fed,  and  often  living  in 

ness.     Its  good  deeds  and  benevolent  at-  boats  and  on  rafts  for  want  of  room  onshore), 

tempt9  are  always  hailed  with  feelings  of  as  contrasted  with  the  opposite  North-west 

profound  interest,  and  remembered  with  gra-  coast  of  America  (or  the  Oregan  territory), 

titude.     Syria  and  China  will  bear  me  out  in  whose  only  civilized  inhabitants  consist  of 

this  assertion  !     It  is  always  something  to  some  few  hundred  men,  the  servants  of  two 

counterbalance  the  evils  too  commonly  atten-  

dant  upon  warfare  and  revolution,  and  to      *  '*  As  one  who  lonr  in  Dopulous  cities  pent, 
reconcile  the  conquered  to  the  presence  of      Wbcre  houses  thick  and  sewers  annoy  the  alr^ 
stranirers  and  innovators       It  i*  one  of  tlw»       ^"^^^  iwuintc  on  a%^wvtsv«?%\wst\\V^Xv«a!Sws. 
Strangers  ana  innovators,     it  is  one  oi  Uic       ^^tvot^^xW  v\«»Kwv\.N\\\Mf,^%^^^^^^   .  ..  ^.  .  v 
best  ways,  for  all  parties,  of  making  com  pen-       XAiom'Mtomeas:\A\ii\v|,m<^«:.^^^ 
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or  three  priTate  companies  of  roerchonta.  so  often  appealing  to  trnth^  and  fSbm  Ian 

It  is  no  far-fetched  improbable  theory,  to  of  nature  and  necessity, 
propose  the  greater  equalization  of  these        But  in  the  promotion  of  any  sdbeme  of 

opposite  conditions.  amelioration,  I  feel  confident  that  nothiag 

«  Nature's  foil  blessings  would  be  well  dispensM  ™of«  **^  *  generous  emulation  would  ni. 

Ill  unsnperiluoas  even  proportion,  mate  our  exertions. 

And  she  no  whit  encumbered  with  her  store.*'  I  can  safely  assert,  that  as  a  profeaiion  m 

We  may  imagme  the  many  powerful  ele-  ^^«  »l»o  tune  shown  a  disporition  to  claim 

ments  of  knowledge  and  production,  which  '"^'^  ^^  our  due.     And,  as  the  patriot  of 

now  jar  and  fret  in  opposition  and  competi-  ^^^  (^^^  »?*  fleeted  to  some  offii^,  thou^ 

tion,   more   harmonized  and   combined  m  conscious  of  dewrving  it),  rejoiced  that  h» 

effecting  the  general  advantage.  country  possosed  men  better  diaa  himadf. 

In  dties,  in  rural  districts,  in  distant  set-  ^«  ^o«^»*  S^^7  «»y  to  any  people,  or  sect, 

tlements,  and  in  home  colonies,  it  is  still  to  ?«"  V^^f  or  profession,  who  should  engage 

be  seen  whether  the  peculiar  good  of  each  U  J"^  ^]*  S^}  ^ork»  who  should  take  die  leMl 

inseparable  from  the  usual  drawback  of  crU  "*  ">"  glonous  mission— 
to  which  each  is  now  subject.  *'  Master,  go  on,  and  I  will  foHow  thee. 

We  may  fancy  such  expeditions  as  have  To  the  last  gasp,  with  truth  and  loyalty .** 

already  occasionsdly  taken  place  made  more  - 

frequently  and  systematically,  so  as  to  en-  CASE  OF 

courage  and  hasten  the  progress  of  unsophis-  DIABETES     MELLITUS. 

ticated  nations  from   batbarism   to  refine-  ^ 

ment.  with  nuiibrous  obsbrvationv, 

\^liat  unnumbered  benefits  would  arise  to  and  a  review  of  the  pathologt  anv 
all,  both  far  and  near,  from  the  solution  of  treatment  of  this  disease. 

the  great  political  problem,  whichproposes  g    j^^^  p^^^^  j^  j^  ^g^  . 

so  to  combine  the  results  of  mtellectual  and  «...,,.    ^       ,   „      .,  ,      ^y 

.^KHatrf  Mfe.  „   to  bring  them  to  be«  •*,r^?e?S*a;t"rei"^liSfy' 
upon  the  rustic  and  the  savage  !  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Birmingham. 

Already  we  have  begun  to  act  upon  the  ^/^©r  the  London  Medical  Gazette.^ 

plan  of  retaining  the  strength  and  creative  

power  of  large  masses,  without  permitting 

the  producers  and  operatives  to  be  oppressed  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  hospilaT 

or  neglected.    We  hear  already  a  general  is  the  field  where  disease  can  be  most 

desire  expressed,  that  education  for  the  mind,  minutely,  most  perseveringly,  and  most 

proper  exercise  for  the  body,  and  due  repose  extensively  studied.     Hence  arises  the 

and  recrwtion  for   both,  riiould  be  fuUy  responsibility,  which    devolves    upon 

considered  m  aU  arrangements  for  associated  every  hospital  practitioner,  of  exerting 

The  diftusion  of  aU  kinds  of  publications  JJIT.^L^ '^!  utmost  in  the  promotion 
now  secure,  so  great  an  mterchange  of  in-  fj^^  «^^«^^«  ^^  medicine  or  surgery ; 
telligenceas  wiU  prevent  any  isolated  mem-  and  the  man  who  retams  his  connection 
hers  of  the  humibi  femUy  from  bccommg  ^^^^  an  hospital  when  he  has  become 
torpid  and  indifferent  to  the  atUmments  of  incapable,  from  one  cause  or  another, 
the  rest ;  and  it  is  not  an  impossible  thing  to  ^^  promoting  this  object,  does  not  dis- 
allow to  the  peculiarities  of  individuals  much  charge  his  duty.  The  author  is  deeplj 
that  the  necessary  order  and  discipline  of  impressed  with  this  truth,  and  is  de- 
the  whole  body  can  spare.  sirous,  so  far  as  his  humble  abilities 

Should  society,  anxious  to  escape  from  will  permit,  of  contributmc^,  in  some 

some  of  the  anomalous  difficulties  which  degree  at  least,  to  the  furtnerance  of 

have  been  before  described,  make  a  general  medical  science,   Extended  and  correct 

movement  on  a  more  comprehensive  scale,  a  observations    are    essential    in    every 

speculation  of  such  surpassing  interest  and  science,  and,    if   in    one    more    than 

importance  would  find  no  class  of  men  who  another,  especially  in  the  science  of 

would  more  powerfully  contribute  to   its  medicine.    TWabetes  mellitus  is  a  dis-  ^ 

iuoons  than  our  own.  .....  ease  which,  notwithstanding  all  that 

The  members  of  the  medical  profession  j^  .  i^    accomnlished    i-ither  hv 

form  the  truest  bond  of  union  between  the  "as  yet  oeen  accompiisned,  tuner  by 

near  and  the  distant,  the  savage  and  the  observation  or  expcnment,  is  involved 

civUiied  world.    We  are  the  only  cosmo-  ^^  P*^  obscunty.     This  fact  is  the 

polites!  apology  for    the    publication    of   the 

There  is  no  occupation  which  interferes  so  present  case.     It  is  possible  that  mul- 

little  with  the  free  agency  of  others,  and  when  tiphed  and  accurate  observations  may 

it  does  command,  accomplishes  its  end  by  eventually  shed  some  light  ui)on  the 
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niithology  of  the  disease  in  question,  drink  copious  draughts  of  cold  water. 
Pacts,  at  first  apparently  sterile  and  The  preceding  symptoms  have,  in  con- 
useless,  have  not  unfrequently  been  junction  with  graduallv  increasing  de- 
found  to  admit  of  valuable  and  prac-  bility  and  loss  of  flesn,  continued  to 
tical  application.  The  case  will  first  the  present  time.  He  has  also  lost  all 
be  minutely  recorded ;  then  will  follow  sexual  desire. 

a  variety  of  observations,  intended  to  Present  condition. — His  appetite  and 
serve  as  the  basis  of  reasoning;  re-  thirst  are  inordinate,  and  he  prefers 
marks  upon  the  pathology,  with  the  liquids  cold.  The  skin  is  dry  and 
detail  of  some  illustrative  experiments ;  slis^htly  harsh ;  the  tongue  is  fissured, 
and,  lastly,  a  review  of  tne  various  red  at  the  edges  and  tip,  and  coated  in 
methods  of  treatment  which  have  been  a  slight  degree  in  the  centre;  the  gums 
recommended.  The  author  can  truly  are  spon^  and  ulcerated  round  the 
declare  that  he  has  had  but  one  object  teeth,  and  the  saliva  has  an  acid  re- 
in view,  and  that  is  the  elimination  of  action.  The  mouth  and  fauces  are  dry, 
trulli.  and  he  complains  of  a  sour  taste.  The 
Joseph  Merchant,  set.  31,  admitted  pulse  is  moderately  compressible,  and 
in-patient  of  the  Queen's  Hospital,  of  the  natural  quickness.  The  quantity 
August  25th,  1842.  Of  middle  stature,  of  urine  passed  will  be  found  registereH 
ana  of  moderately  robust  habit ;  com-  in  the  table  appended  to  the  case.  The 
ulexion  ruddy;  hair  and  eyes  brown,  bowels  are  generally  irregular  and 
He  has  always  been  a  remarkably  tem-  confined,  ana  he  is  troubled  with 
perate  man.  For  the  truth  of  this  flatulence.  The  lower  extremities  are 
statement  I  did  not  rel^  solely  upon  a^dematous.  His  hair  readily  falls  off, 
the  testimony  of  the  patient,  but  upon  which  was  not  the  case  previously  to 
that  of  persons  who  had  long  been  his  present  illness.  He  has  neither 
acquainted  with  him.  He  was  em-  pain  in  the  head  nor  vertiffo;  both 
ployed  in  attending  to  two  steam  en-  sides  of  the  chest  dilate  equably ;  per- 
gines  connected  with  coal-pits ;  one  cussion  is  everywhere  natural ,  respi- 
engine  was  high-pressure,  of  twelve  ratorj^  murmur  is  generally  feeble ;  nc 
liorse  power,  the  other  condensing,  of  is  without  any  cough  or  dyspnoea ; 
thirtv-six  horse  power.  I  am  particular  there  is  nothing  unnatural  in  tne  ap- 
in  relating  these  circumstances,  in  order  pearance  of  the  penis ;  his  sleep  is  not 
that  a  proper  inference  may  be  drawn  disturbed,  except  oy  calls  to  pass  urine; 
in  respect  to  the  atmospheric  conditions  he  has  inguinal  hernia  on  the  left  side. 
to  which  he  was  habitually  exposed.  He  reports  that,  so  for  as  his  knowledge 
His  average  weight,  when  in  health,  extenos,  none  of  his  relatives  were  ever 
was  twelve  stones  and  a  half.  He  was  afiected  in  a  manner  similar  to  himself; 
married  seven  years  ago,  and  has  three  and  this  report  was  confirmed  on  careful 
children,  of  whom  the  youngest  is  two  inquiry  of  his  mother.  Before  admis- 
years  old.  Eleven  months  ago  his  sion,  he  had  been  bled  in  the  arm 
wife  died,  and  he  has  since  been  much  without  relief, 
distressed  at  the  fact  of  his  children 

being  left  motherless.    Three  months  Habcat  PU.  Saponis  <5.  Opio,  gr.  v.  bis 

have  now  elapsed  since  the  commence-  quotidie.     Hw   body  to  be  sponged 

ment  of  his  illness.    Before  this  period  T^/^?!^''l^;,  ^^  *41^  T    ,'  o^ 

he  had  enjoyed  uninterrupted  hValth.  ^/w^  ^  ^n  7nv  llfh^l'hw!' 

He  becami  Effected  with  Fanguor  and  ^f  W  <>r  -tto^^^^^^^^ 

depression  of  spirits ;  his  appetite  and  ^^^^     To  have  infiirion  of  chamo- 
thirst  were  inordinately  increased;  and  ^^^  ^^  common   drink.     In   other 
he  observed  that  he  passed  unne  m  reapects,  ordinary  diet, 
much  larger  quantity,  and  more  fre- 
quently, than  natural,  being  obliged  to  August  28th.— Much  as  before.  Pulse 
nse  several  times  in  the  course  of  the  7Qt  soft* 
night  for  the  purpose  of  micturition.  Cont.  omnii. 

From  the  nature  or  his  employment,  he        q^,,       ^ ^i„.  ,      -, 

has  been  exposed  to  very  grea.t  nnd  30th.-Complains  much  of  languor 

sudden  alternVtions  of  temperature,  to  ^^  depression  and  aUo  of  heart-burn 

which  circumstance  he  is  Sisposed  to  ^*<^)*.  ""'^■^.  '*"=«   yesterday,  and 

attribute  his  illness.    He  has  also,  as  *"»«*  **"»  mon'MK- 

might  be  expected,  been  accustomed  to  Cowv..  "stMsa.. 


46                      DR.  WSRCY'S  CASE  OF  DIABETES  MELLITU8. 

3l8t.—Report8  himself  improved.  during  the  night ;  in  other  respects  aa 

B  Strychnia!,  CT.j.;  Sp.  ViniRect.f 5m.  ^(^^®*     «        j          *i          •   u*. 

^Zue,     Ddf  adde  Aqu«,  f5J.     M.  20th. -Passed  a  restless  night 

ft.   mist.     Capiat  f 5J.   ex    aqua    ter  ^  Calomelanos,  gr.  iij.  ;    Palv.   Jacob! 

iadiea.     Om.  Opium.  Veri.  gr.  v.  M.    Ft.  pil.  ij.  h.  8.  s. 

Sept   Ist.— Reports  himself  better.  Cont.  aUa. 

Skin  not  quite  so  dry  as  before ;  ccdema  2lst.— didcma  of  legs  and   thighs 

still  continues ;  tongue  red,  and  saliva  increased  ;    perspired    freely    in    the 

acid,  night ;  he  complains  of  pain  extending 

2d.--He  has  evidently  improved  in  down  in  the  direction  of  the  inner  side 

appearance.       Thirst    somewhat    di-  of  the  thighs,  and  in  those  parts  there 

minished.  is  a  diffused  blush  ;  abdomen  enlarged, 

3d. — Last  night  he  perspired  freely  with  fluctuation  ;    bowels  open ;    the 

during  three  hours.      Bowels  moved  redness,  oedema,  and  pain  described, 

twice  this  morning.    Pulse  84.  continued  several  days.    These  symp- 

4th. — Has  had  pain  in  the  bowels,  toms,  however,  w*ere  much  relieved  by 

with  diarrhcea.   Thirst  abated ;  tongue  the  application  of  cloths  impregnated 

red  and  moist ;  has  not  perspired ;  sxin  with  acetate  of  lead  lotion, 

cool,  and  inclined  to  be  moist.  Pulse  80.  Oct.  4th. — Bowels  moved  four  or  five 

6th.— Has  suffered  from  cramp  and  times  daily.    It  would  appear  from  the 

pain  in  the  bowels  during  the  night,  table  that  the  q^uantity  of  urine  passed 

and  attributes  this  to  the  cabbage.     It  daily  is  diminished  in  a  remarkable 

will,  however,  be  seen  in  the  sequel,  degree ;  but,  on  inquiry,  it  is    found 


in  the  ward  for  other  patients,  as  he  *  *  Aromatic  Confection,  h^  been  ordered 

was  ashamed  of  being  observed  to  dnnk  during  my  absence, 

socopiously:  and,  when  an  opportunity  _.       tt-    i        i    i.        i                  ^ 

occurred,  he  gladly  drank  water  from  .  7th.-His  bowels  have  been  moved 

(he  tap           ^       ^  SIX  times  during  the  night ;  thirst  less ; 

7th. -Reports    himself   improved.  "<>  perspiration  j    he  passed  about  a 

The  cramp  occasionally  returns.    He  quart  of  unne  at  the  closet;  tenesmus; 

passes  the  greater  part  of  his  unne  J^ngue  clean  and  moist;     oedema  of 

durini?  the  night.  lower  extremities   has  nearly    disap- 
peared ;  no  abdominal  fluctuation  ;  no 

Om.  Mist.  Strychnise.  pain  or  tenderness  of  abdomen ;  pulse 

5^   Infui.    Calumbai,  IJviij. ;    Ammon.  /O,  feeble  and  compressible. 

Carb.    JisB.   solve.  ;     Capiat  fSj.   ter  H.  s.  s.  Pil.  Sap.  c.  Opio,  gr.  x.  formft 

qaotidie.  Buppositorii.     Cont.  Mist.  Catechu. 

Omit  the  cabbage.  14th.— Feels  better;  legs  less  cede- 

10th.— Has  not  slept  so  well  during  matous;    bowels  moved  twice  yester- 

the  last  two  ntghts.    Bowels  moved  day;  wishes  to  have  more  meat, 

regularly.  Sumat.  "  Tannin"  gr.  ij.  f.  pil.  ter  die. 

H.  8.  8.  Pulv.  Ipecac.  CO.  gr.  x.  2  omices  of  additional  meat,  and  less 

R  Unctarse  Capsici,  ^j. ;  Aquse,  i^riij.  bread.  , 

M.    Ft.    gargarisma,    subinde    indies  18th.— Purging  has  returned :  much 

utendom.    Cont.  alia.  complaint  oi    languor    and   debility. 

1 2th.— Thirst  not  so  urgent ;  appetite  The  following  niixture  was  prescribed 

as  before ;  he  feels  better.  Since  he  has  VJ  "^J  absence,  by  the  medical  officer, 

taken  the  last  mixture,  he  has  dis-  ^^*  owain. 

charged    a    considerable    quantity   of  p.  Tmct.  "  Kino,"  Tinct.  "  Catechu,"  aa. 

flatus;  dryness  of  the  mouth  somewhat  f=sij-;    Inf«si    Quasaise,  fjviij.      M. 

relieved ;    has    had    pain    across    the  Capiat.  Qiss.  quartis  horis. 

loins  ;  no  return  of  perspiration.  22d. — Less  purging ;  much  as  before 

iSth. — Thirstless;  mouth  more  moist;  in  other  respects. 

he  is  drowsy,  and  much  inclined   to  ^  Sulphatis  Ferri,  Ext.  Hyoscyami,  aa. 

sleep.  gr.  ij. ;  Ft.  pilula.  Capiat  j.    ter  die. 

19th.— Urinedischarged involuntarily  H.  s.  a.  Polv.  Autimonialis,  gr.  v. 
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24th.—  Slept  pret^  well;  had  a  sup-  face  and  ear  on  the  left  side ;  he  has, 

Sository  of  five  grains  of  Pil.  Sap.  c.  in  consequence,  fretted  much,  and  to- 

)pio.    Bowels  not  moved  in  the  night ;  day  I  found  him  crying, 

complains  of  looseness  of  the  teeth,  ^  g     ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  g     j^^^^^  ^ 

of  weakness,  and  of  pam  across  the  ^J    ^..,    ^^^^    ^ampji.  f^vs..  M. 

*®*"S.  Capiat  fjj.  p.  r.  n. 

Contr.  pil.  et  rep.  sappositorium.  ,                .  ^     •     xi_             •       i.      •  ^^ 

'^           *^      ^'^  I  was  sent  for  m  the  evenmg  to  visit 

Nov.  3d,— Improved ;  no  return   of  him  again.    He  complained  of  pain  of 
purging;  perspired  freely  in  the  night;  the  left  side  of  the  chest  below  the 
pulse    84 ;  •  somewhat     improved    in  scapula,    increased    by    pressiure,    by 
strength;  slight  drowsiness;   no  pain  cough,  and  by  deep  inspiration.    There 
of  head,  or  cough.  was  dulness  in  this  situation,  and  the 
4th.— Perspired  last  night ;    tongue  respiratory  murmur  was    not  audible 
florid  at  the  tip  and  edges ;   mouth  over  a  limited  space.    Dyspnoea.    In- 
dry  ;    faeces  dark  and  offensive,  and  spirations  short  and  abrupt.    I  did  not 
containing,  according  to  his  own  re-  detect  crepitation, 
port,    some    blood ;    occasional   pain  »  *   •  c  •  *      i     i.    •»     it  .. 
across  the  loins;    pulse  81,   regular;  Latcn  Simstro  Apphc.  Empl.  Lytta. 
counted  during  one  minute  while  the  9»Sp.-^th.Nitr.  f3ij.;Tinct.  Opii.f3iM.; 
patient  was  in  a  sitting  posture ;  after  M^«'  ^i^-  J  M-  Capiat  5j.  p.  r.  n. 
walking  three  or  four  times  across  the  16th.— The  blister  has  not   risen  j 
room  it  rose  to  84,  counted  in  a  stand-  passed  a  tolerable  night ;  no  perspira- 
ing  posture.    Respirations  22  in  one  tion ;  pain  of  side  diminished ;  dyspnoea 
mmute.  relieved  by  the  mixture;  skin  warm 
p,    Sulph.    Ferri ;    Camphorse ;     Extr.  and  dry ;  pulse  88,  as  before ;   bowels 

Conii ;    Extr.  Gentians ;    Extr.  Rhei  open  last  evening. 

aa.    gr.  xij.     M.   Fiant.    pU.     xij. ;  «        p^,      ,             co    er     x     Cont 

Capiat,  j.  ter  die.  Mis^? 

To  have  three  raw  eggs  daily,  4  ounces  of  ,_  ,  ^rru^  bliatpr  havinir  been  li»ft 

additional    meat,  and    6  ounces   less  *(•  ;T^"®  ^"^^^F  saving  Deen  lelt 

bread  applied  has  now  risen ;  no  return  of 

dyspnoea  or  of  pain  of  side. 

From  the  beginning  of  November  to  «      n.  i        i-i    i.    i- 

the  beginning  of  January,  when  the  ^-  ^^-     ^^^'  *^*- 

})atient  expired,  a  register  was  accurately  23d. — Has  been  purged  five  or  six 

cept  of  the  food  taken,  and  the  urine  times  during  the  night ;   stools  dark 
and  fseces  evacuated  daily.    These  ob-  •  and  watery ;  vesicular  eruption  of  lower 

servations  were  made  by  an  intelligent  lip ;  when  hurried  or  excited,  he  still 

Eatient,  who  occupied   an    adjoining  has  pain  in  lower  part  of  left  side  of 

cd,  and  who  was  m  every  way  quali-  chest ;  skin  dry,  and  more  harsh. 

SmciSedt  gm r±iun2i  ^^^; «- ^ ^<^^- ^^- 

London  and  Holyhead  road,  and  had, 

therefore,  been  accustomed  to  weighing.  26th.— Feels  much  better  this  morn- 
I  am  satisfied  that  this  individuid  took  ing ;  perspired  freely  in  the  night ; 
every  precaution  to  ensure  accuracy  of  mouth  less  dry ;  spat  freely  last  even- 
result.  He  scarcely  ever  left  the  patient  ing.  Says  that  "when  his  mouth  is 
Merchant,  who  could  not,  if  he  had  dry  he  is  always  bad ;  and  when  it .  is 
been  disposed,  have  deceived  his  at-  moist  he  is  always  better."  Bowels 
tendant,  in  respect  to  ingesta  or  egesta.  pretty  regular ;  stools  lighter  coloured 

9tlu— Feels  better.    He  relishes  the  than  previously, 

eggs.  Four  eggs  daily. 

Contr.  pil.    Habeat  ter  die  Sodfe  phos-  Dec.  6th. — I  found  him  in  bed  cry- 

phatis,  5ij.  ing,  in  consequence    of  severe    pam 

12th.--As  before ;  still  some  OKlema  referred  to  left  shoulder, 

of  legs.    Wishes  to  have  an  onion.  Linim.    Camph.    Co.      Potatoes  to  be 

15th.— After  exposure,  he  caught  a  omitted, 

severe  cold,  attenoed  with  pain  of  the  8th. — Still  com^laiu^  oC '^'E:^x^sw^^^'^2ecw^ 


48  DR.  PERCY'S  CASE  OF  DIABETES  MELLITUS. 

referred  especially  to  a  small  space  on    siblc;  skin  hot  and  dry;  tcazing  hhck- 
the  i>o8terior  edge  of  the  left  scapula,    ing  cough ;  slightest  pressure  about  the 
where  tliere  is  considerable  tenderness    shoulders  occasions  pain, 
on  pressure ;    perspires    much    every        Cont.  Medic.  Snmat.    Kl.    4teB.  indio. 
Qight.  '^*  "*   Suppositor.  Pil.  Sap.  c.  Opio, 

gr.  X.  ;  Lumbifl  applic.  cucurbit,  sine 


Cont.     To  have  carboDate  of  soda  daily.  ferro. 

9th.— Pain  is  removed  from  the  sea-  p,  Eztracti  Conii.  5j. ;    Aqus,   f^viij.: 

pula,  and  is  now  referred  to  left  axilla;  M.  Ft.  lotio,  partibus  doloit.  applic 

tenderness  on  pressure  in  the  situation  29th.— Much  relief  from   dry  cup- 

of  the  pain ;  tongue  very  flond  at  the  j      .  purging  six  times  in  the  coune 

tip  and  edges ;  mouth  still  moist ;  ab-  ^f  ^^^^  night. 

domcn  generally  tympanitic.  ' 

Contr. 

Epigaatrio  applic.  llirudinea  iv.  ;  H.8.  b.  . 

Pulv.  Ipecac,  co.  gr.  x. ;   eras    mane  30th.— Piissed   a   quiet  night;    per- 

Olci  Ricini,  f^vj.  spired    profusely   during    the    night  j 

,/x  1      T»       J               T      •  1  i.        J  J»c  had  liad  forty  drops  of  laudannm. 

lOtL-Passed   a    good  night,   and  i  found  him  asleep,  bSthed in perspira- 

perspired  copiously ;  tongue  not  quite  ^^^^                      *^*                  l^^pira 

so  red  at  the  tip  and  edges. 

21st.— 1  had  been  absent  for  several  Cont.  et  rep.  haustua.  Tinct.  OpiL 


r^  r  ."Ci^T           ^  ^       ^  however,  continued  the  whole  of  ycs- 

ferred  to  the  shoulders,  arms,  and  hips ;  ^^^rdav  •  milse  98   comnrcssibl    • 

feels  much  weaker;  face  oedematous;  sjoiril  Ivickine  couffh       nain  '    ^^^ 

pulse  feeble  J    dyspncra.  increased  by  abated;  bowelfmovell  list  Sight;  SSSS 

he  recumbent  posture ,   numbness  of  reported naturalin appearand ;  tonme 

both  arms  and  legs ;  he  cannot  Ilex  the  J^^^^^^  ^„j  ^^^     aplithic  gone  j  ^ 

fingers  of  the  left  hand ;  much  purged.  .^^^^^  „,^  loins  and  between  the  sh^l- 

Statim   Hubcnt.   SuppoMtorium.   c.   Pil.  ders ;    thirst  much  diminished;  coun- 

Sap.  c.  Opio,  gr.  x.  tcnanee  more  cheerful ;  mouth  moist. 

9.  Infusi   Calumbas  Mist.  Cnmph.  aa.  Has,  during  the  last  four  days,  taken 

fSiv. ;    Tinct.    Conii,    f^ij. ;     Ammon.  [our   opium  pills  daily;    numbness  of 

Carb.  :>j. ;   M.  Capiat  fjj. ;    tcr  die.  1"^  hand  and  arm  up  to  the  shoulder ; 

Diet  as  before.    Om.  alia.  can  now  raise  this  hand  to  his  month, 

24th— Prettv  much  as  before-  com-  ^'^^^T'    ^    ^^^  ^^^s   ago.  he    had 

Z4in.     1  reiiy  mucn  as  oeiorc ,  com-  scarcely  any  power  over  it. 

plains  of   pain  across  the  loins  and  /      ^  ^ 

shoulders ;   purging    still    continues  ;  Capiat   Pil.    Opii.  v.    quotidie.       Rep, 

tongue  aphthous ;  restless  night ;  pale  haustua  Opii. 

and  offensive  stools,  comi)ared  to  yeast.  Jan.  2d.— In  the  afternoon  of  yes- 

Injic.  Enema  Amyli  c.  Tinct.  Opii,  f3j.  tcrday  (Sunday),   I  visited   him.     He 

R   Opii,  Camphorje,   aa.  gr.  j. ;    Ext.  ^'?s  '""cji   in   the   same  condition  as 

Hyopcyami.  gr.  ij.   Ft.  Pil.  Capiat  j.  ^'",«^n  ^  ^^^^  saw  him,  except  that  the 

bia  terve  indies.  P"lse  wjis    considerably  weaker,   and 

had  evidently  begun  to  fail.     He  took 

9.  ^th.  Sulphur.  Sp.  Lavand.  co.  Sp.  i,ig  opj^te  draught  at  about  2  in  the 


qu&  dolet.  Empl.  Opii.  ^  u»»«c»^  .»i,  w..cxx  i.c  uciit  tu  biooi, 

*  *       '  Between  3  and  4  this    morning    he 

28th.— Much  complaint  of  pain  and  attempted  to  pass  fa'cep,  but  without 

soreness  generally,  principally  referred  effect :  at  this  time  he  drank  copiously 

to    shoulders,    arms,    and    loins ;    no  of  pepiwrmint-water,  nnd  wjls  able  to 

oedema  of  face ;  can  scarcely  Iwar  to  be  hold    the    bottle   to   his  mouth.     He 

moved ;  sat  up  nearly  the  wliole  of  yes-  passed  ficces  in  bed  at  10  minutes  before 

terday ;  purged  five  or  six  limes  during  f5,  when  it  was  found  that  he  could  not 

the  night;  stools  dark;  pulse  compres-  speak.     After  a  few  groans,  he  tran- 


DR.  PBRCrs  CASE  OP  DIABETES  MELLTTUS.  49 

ijnilly  expired  at  a  quarter  before  7  thii  TAorox.— On  tnming  up  the  stemumi 

morning.    He  sat  up  and  was  cheerful  there  came  into  view  a  superficial  ab- 

on  the  31  St  of  December.    He  fully  scess,  of  an  irregularly  ovu  form,  and 

believed  that  his  complaint  was  re-  about  two  inches  by  three,  situated  on 

moved,  and  that  he  should  shortly  be  the  anterior  and  inferior  part  of  right 

able  to  return  to  his  friends,  who,  how-  lunc^,  and  commencing  at  the  cartilage 

ever,  were  apprised  of  his  situation,  of  the  third  rib  and  extending  to  that 

Mr.  Fulford,  oiu:  intelligent  resident-  of  the  sixth.   Immediately  beneath  this 

surgeon,  informs  me  that  for  one  or  abscess  the  lung  was  condensed,  and 

two  nights  previously  to  his  decease  tliere  were  several  small  excavations 

he  had  obstinate  erection,  with  sexual  containing  pus  t    and  Airther  in  the 

desire.  substance   of  the    lung   were    found 

By  some,  perhaps,  it  may  be  thought  several  small  collections  of  softened 
that  in  recording  this  case  I  have  tubercular  matter.  Slight  pleuritic  ad- 
entered  into  superfluous  detail.  My  hesions  on  the  right  as  well  as  the  left 
apology  must  be,  that  in  the  study  of  a  side,  but  to  a  fi;reater  extent  on  the 
disease  like  diabetes  mellitus,  the  pa-  former  than  on  the  latter.  Right  lung 
thology  of  which  is  involved  in  so  much  weighed  2  lbs.  (all  the  weights  avoirdo- 
obscunty,  minute  and  persevering  ob-  pois);  left  lun^,  1  lb.  Ijoz.  Both  were 
servation  is  essential.  My  object  is  gorged  vrith  red  serous  liquid,  and  both 
truth;  and  I  cherish  the  hope,  that  contained  small  collections  of  tubercular 
the  labour  and  attention  which  have  matter,  in  a  crude  and  also  in  a  softened 
been  expended  in  these  observations,  state,  irregularly  disseminated  through- 
may  tend,  in  some  degree,  to  promote  out  their  substance.  Some  of  these 
this  object  collections,  of  the  size  of  a  small  hazel'- 

Post-mortem    examination,  Jan.   3,  nut,  were   immediately   beneath   the 

10  A.M.:    present,  my  colleague  Mr.  pleura.    No  pleuritic  effusion.     Heart 

Bolton,  Demonstrator    of    Anatomy  ;  small,  weighing,  with  the  arch  of  the 

Mr.  Fulford,  Resident-Surgeon;  Mr.  aorta,  Soz.  12  £rachms.  On  the  surface 

Hinds,  my  industrious  clinical  clerk,  was  a  quantity  of  gelatinous  matter^ 

and  myself.  which  appeared  like  translucent  fat*. 

The  body  generally  presented  the  All  the  valves  and  all  the  cavities  per- 

appearance  of  spreat  emaciation.    No  fectly  natural. 

ODQcma.    No  cadaveric  discoloration  of  The  vagus  nerve  was  very  large  and 

depending  narts-     ^  firm.    The  great  and  lesser  sp&chnic 

HeatL^OvL  opening  the  dura-mater,  nerves  and  semilunar  ganglion  were 

on  each  side,  a  quantity  of  £ur-bubbles  much  larger  than  natural ;  and  these 

escaped.    Exammed  the  brain  in  titu,  nerves  were  so  firm  as  to  appear  to  the 

A  minute  quantity  of  effused  liquid  in  touch    cartilaginous    and    chord-like. 

the  cavity  of  the  arachnoid.    Pia-mater  Thoracic  duct  of  the  natural  size.   Hie 

of  antenor  lobes  pale,  but  vessels  of  muscles  of  the  chest,  and,  indeed,  the 

pia-mater  of  middle,  and  especially  of  muscles  generally,  were  pale  and  flabby, 

posterior  lobes,  contained  blood.    On  and  in  some  parts,  for  example  the  recti 

the  anterior  lobes,  under  the  arachnoid,  abdominis,  had  undergone  a  kind  of 

and  between  the  convolutions,  air,  in  gelatinous  degeneration. 

small  bubbles,  was  accumulated.    On  Abdomen, — No  liquid  in  the  peri- 

the  posterior  lobe  of  right  hemisphere,  toneal  cavity.  The  intestines  were  pale 

on  its  upper  surface,  in  the  centre,  and  and  attenuated ;  they  were  generally 

near  the  falx,  there  was  a  small  quan-  stained  with  bile,  and  where  they  were 

tity  of  white  flaky  deposit  beneath  the  not  so  stained  they  presented  a  pale 

arachnoid  in  a  few  points ;   this  matter  leaden    hue.    We    were    remarkably 

appeared  to  be  distinct  from  the  mem-  struck  with  the  almost  complete  al>- 

brane  itself.    On  slicing  off  the  hemi-  sence,  in  the  omentum,  mesentery,  and 

spheres    nothing   abnormal  was    ob-  the   body  tliroughout,  of   everything 

served.      A    very    small    quantity  of  that  resembled  ordinary  fat.    Except 

effusion  was  found  in  each  lateral  ven-    

tricle.     The    choroid    plexuses  were       *  m.-    .«  **     ».  u    i^.i-      t 

1         T-Ai.  1.      -li.*!      1  Tnii  matter  became  opaque  by  boiknfl:  in 

paie.     In  the  arachnoid,  at  the  base,     water.    iEther  extracted  only  a  trace  of  fctty 

there  was  also  some  serous  liquid.    The    matter.   By  dr\-inijr,  a  minute  quantity  only  of 
cerebralsubstancc  was  everywhere  firm.    '««i<*o"™  waa  obtained. 

801.— XXXI.  ^ 
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in  a  space  of  small  extent,  the  omentum 
had  a  dark  slaty  appearance,  as  though 
produced  by  a  kind  of  melanotic  de- 
posit. The  mesenteric  glands  were 
generally  enlarged,  and,  by  section, 
exhibited  a  somewhat  gelatinous  as- 
pect Liver:  Gall-bladder  distended 
with  pale  bile.  Colour  of  the  liver 
natural.  Some  adhesions  on  upper 
surface  to  the  diaphragm.  Nothing 
abnormal  discovered  by  section.  Liver 
and  gall-bladder  weighed  3  lbs.  Spleen 
apparently  healthy;  weight  6  oz.  Pctn- 
creas  also  healthy ;  weight  3  oz. 
Stomach  presented  nothinc^  abnormal. 
Kidneys  :  right  weighed  G  oz.  5  drs. ; 
lefif  after  having  been  injected  with 
size,  weighed  7  oz.  8  drs.  Both  were 
more  deeply  lobulated  thnn  usual. 
They  were  equal  in  size.  Right  mea- 
sured 4^  inches  long  by  2^  broad.    On 


the  surface  of  the  Hghi  one  there  wen 
collections  of  what  appeared  like  caseoui 
matter  before  section ;  they  were  ei^ 
in  number,  varying  in  size  from  a  pes 
to  a  hazel-nut;  the^  were  scattered 
irregularly.  By  section  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  thev  contained  true  puru- 
lent matter.  There  was  no  proper  ht 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  kidneys,  but  only 
a  substitute  of  the  same  gelatinous  con- 
sistence as  that  formerly  described. 
The  infundibula  and  calices  were  all, 
as  mi^t  be  anticipated,  much  laroer 
than  in  ordinary  circumstances.  Tne 
bladder  was  distended  with  urine  of  a 
brown  colour.  I  collected  l^xij. ;  some, 
however,  escaped  on  removing  the 
viscus.  No  morbid  appearance.  A 
small  collection  of  pus  was  found  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  prostate. 


Tabic  of  the  quantity  qf  Liquid  drunk,  and  the  quantity  of  Urine  evacuated  tUniw, 

Jrom  August  29M,  to  October  20th, 

The  first  part  of  this  table  is  doubtless,  in  some  respects,  incorrect,  from  the  fact  pre- 
vionsly  mentioned,  that  the  patient  for  a  short  time  after  admission  took  liquid  by  stodtk. 
He  confessed  this  a  few  days  before  his  death,  but  affirmed  that  afterwards  he  had  never 
deceived  us  in  this  respect. 


Pints 

Pints 

1 

Pinto 

Pints 

Liquid 

Urine 

Specific 

Lifiuid 

Urine 

Specific 

Date. 

drunk. 

passed. 

firavity. 

Date. 

Drunk.  <  passed. 

gravity. 

Aug.  29 

8 

12 

037«» 

1 

1  Sept.  25 

12 

18 

1036** 

30 

7 

12 

40 

26 

12 

18 

32 

31 

6 

12 

36 

27 

14 

20 

34 

Sept.l 

5 

9 

38 

28 

16 

20 

32 

2 

6 

12 

38 

29 

18 

20 

36 

3 

6 

10 

39 

30 

20 

20 

33 

4 

6 

10 

44 

Oct.  1 

20 

20 

33 

5 

6 

10 

37 

2 

4 

10 

38 

6 

C 

12 

36 

3 

6          10 

42 

7 

6 

12 

35 

4 

8 

8 

6 

10 

5 

8 

3 

40  ^ 

9 

6 

12 

6 

10 

6 

12 

36 

7 

4 

11 

6 

12 

34 

8 

8i 

31 

12 

6 

12 

38 

9 

9i 

50 

13 

G 

12 

36 

1            10 

3i 

40 

14 

C 

10 

38 

1            11 

3 

35 

15 

12 

4 

35 

16 

8 

12 

36 

13 

5 

35 

17 

8 

12 

36 

14 

8 

35 

18 

10 

16 

35 

15 

10 

35 

19 

8 

14 

35 

16 

12 

38 

20 

12 

14 

36 

17 

14 

38 

21 

12 

16 

35 

18 

16 

36 

22 

12 

20 

34 

19 

18 

35 

23 

12 

14 

35 

20 

18 

40 

24 

12 

18 

39 
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Memlwr  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in 
London ;  Koa  de  Boa  v  ista,  Lisbon. 

{For  (he  London  Medical  Gazette.) 

The  following  brief  and  cursory  sketch 
of  ihe  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the 
bkin  and  mucous  menibrane,  is  intended 
merely  as  a  preface  to  some  remarks  on 
cutaneous  diseases,  and  professes  to  re- 
gard only  some  of  the  more  recent  dis- 
coveries. 

Corium  and  mucous  membrane  re- 
semble one  another  much  in  structure : 
in  respect  of  chemical  composition, 
however,  they  differ ;  the  former  giving 
glue  when  boiled,  the  latter  not.  Both 
have  some  resemblance  to  cellular 
tissue,  consisting  of  fibres  united  toge- 
ther to  a  sort  of  irregular  net-work,  but 
they  are  easily  distinguished  from  it  by 
a  gnmular  appearance,  and  a  more  in- 
tricate interlacement  of  their  fibres, 
which  have,  however,  between  them 
an  homogeneous  structure,  bearing  a 
greater  resemblance  to  that  tissue. 
Mucous  membrane  contains,  moreover, 
as  pointed  out  by  Henle,  dark  bodies 
equal  in  diameter  to  0*0013  of  a  Parisian 
line,  of  an  uncertain  shai)e  and  une<puil 
distribution,  soluble  in  acetic  acid. 

Tlie  corium  presents  on  its  surface 
slight  elevations,  the  diameter  of  wliich 
is  found  to  be  equal  to  half  a  Parisian 
line.    They  consibt  of  toituous  vessels, 


and  loops  of  neires,  and  seem  to  lie 
connected  with  one  another  at  theboe: 
however,  they  are  evidently  separate! 
by  perceptible  grooves;  they  are  |»ernd 
by  the  excretory  tubes  of  the  sodori& 
glands.  As  in  other  parts,  two  and  two 
primitive  nervous  fibres  form  loops,  bat 
m  the  elevations  now  in  question  thoe 
loops  do  not  lie  so  open  to  view,  bc^ 
folaed  together  in  various  ways,  so  u 
to  form  Imlls,  some  of  which,  collected 
together  in  the  figure  of  rosettes,  vuj 
be  found  on  the  corium  of  the  ends  i 
the  fingers,  as  shown  by  Gerber. 

Leuwenhoeck  long  since  described, 
as  consistent  parts  of  the  skin  and 
epithelium  of  the  mucous  membrane  in 
tne  mouth,  pentangular  scales,  whidi 
arc  constantly  cast  off  from  the  surface 
and  reproduced  underneath  :  however, 
Henle  w&s  the  first  to  give  a  proper  de^ 
scription  of  the  superficial  coveringi 
of  tne  skin  and  mucous  membranes,  to 
which  the  term  of  epithelium  is  applied 
in  common.  According  to  this  as- 
siduous anatomist  it  consists  of  one  or 
more  layers  of  transparent  cells,  which 
coyer  the  corium,  in  a  great  part  the 
mucous  membranes,  the  serous  mem- 
branes, and  also  the  inner  tunic  of  the 
blood-vessels.  These  cells  have  a 
nucleus,  the  shape  of  which  is  more  or 
less  fiat  and  roundish  or  oval,  and  in 
which  again  are  discovered  one  or  two 
nucleoli.  The  shai)e  of  the  nuclei  is 
always  the  same,  but  not  so. that  of  the 
cells,  which  differs  in  the  different  kinds 
of  epithelium,  as  also  in  the  different 
stages  of  their  development. 

The  first  kind  of  epithelium  de- 
scribed by  Henle  has  in  its  appearance 
some  resemblance  to  the  pavement  of  a 
street;  whence  the  German  term,/f/a«fer- 
eaithelium^  for  it.  It  forms  a  covering 
for  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  and 
some  parts  of  the  mucous  membranes. 
The  cells  of  which  it  is  composed 
follow  in  general  the  outlines  of  their 
nuclei,  which  they  surround  as  spacious 
cases.  Acetic  acid  sometimes  dissolves 
only  the  cells,  or  only  their  nuclei,  or 
both,  or  neither.  In  all  parts,  except 
the  excretor}'  ducts  of  glands  and  the 
tympanum,  they  lie  in  more  than  one 
layer.  As  they  proceed  from  the  sur- 
face of  the  skin  propelled  by  new  gene- 
rations of  cells,  ancl  so  gjiin  at  last  the 
outmost  i)osition  in  the  whole  layer  of 
epithelium,  they  undergo  changes  in 
tiii'ir  structure  and  sliape,  arising  from 
their  pressure  one  against  the  other. 
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In  the  layer  next  to  the  corium   the  glottis,  on  the  posterior  till  about  two 

nuclei  arc  of  a  vellowish  red,  and  have  fines  from  the  aperture  of  the  larynx. 

a  slight  resemblance  to  blood-globules ;  Beyond  these  limits,  another,  the  vibra- 

in  the  beginningthev  are  not  surrounded  tory  epithelium,  is  found.      On    the 

by  cells.and  when  these  appear  they  sur-  mucous  membranes   of  the   di^tive 

round  the  nuclei  very  closely.    Of  this  tube  the  pavement-like  epithelium  is 

layer  acetic  acid  dissolves  both  nuclei  extended  over  the  inside  of  the  mouth, 

and  cells.     In  the  next  more  superficial  over  the  pharynx  and  oesophagus,  till  to 

layers  the  nuclei  show  a  more  granular  the  pylorus,  meeting,  however,  at  the 

appearance,  are  of  a  lighter  colour,  and  cardia  with  a  short  intemiption.    On 

appear  larger ;  however,  the  cells  grow  the  uropoetical  mucous  membrane  of 

still  more,  and  become,  in  proportion  to  the  male,  pavement- like  epithelium  is 

the  nuclei,  much  larger  than  in  the  found  only  in  the  cells  of  the  prostate, 

preceding  layer.  Still  more  superficially  and  in  the  vesiculce  seminales ;  in  the 

Doth  cells  and  nuclei  become  flatter,  till  female  it  covers  the  inner  surface  of 

they  finally  attain  the  shape  of  thin  the  labia  mnjora,  the  nvmphee,  clitoris, 

scales  or  disks  with  their  nuclei  in  the  hymen,  vagina,  and  inferior  half  of  the 

middle.    The  nuclei  become,  as    the  neck  of  the  uterus. 

cells  proceed  to  the  surface,  less  and       The  second  kind  of  epithelium,  as 

less   distinct,   particularly    when    the  Henle  describes  it,  is  the  cylindrical 

latter  dry  up  and  stick  together.    The  epithelium.     Its  cells  are  of  a  conical 

diameter  of  the  nuclei  in  this  kind  of  snape,  the  point  being  turned  towards 

epithelium  is  O'OO  1 2-0*0040  of  a  Parisian  the      mucous    membrane,     the   base 

line ;  that  of  the  cells  in  the  innermost  towards  the  surface,  and  the  nucleus 

layer  0*0035-0*0072;  in  the  most  external  situated  about  the  half  of  their  length 

or  superficial  layer   0*010-0*015  of  a  on  the  inner    surface  of  their  wall. 

Parisian  line.    The  thickness  of  the  These  cylindrical  cells  become  imme- 

epithelium  never  diminishes,  and   as  diately  pale  in  acetic  acid,  and  after 

the  most  superficial  cells  are  cast  off  some  time  they  are  dissolved  by  it  to 

there  must  be  a  constant  reproduction  the  nuclei,  which  finally  also  disappear. 

of  cells  on  the  corium.  These  new  cells  Ether  or  alcohol  produce   no  etiange 

undergo,  then,  those  changes  in  struc-  on  them,  nor  carbonate  of  ammonia  or 

turc  and  shape,  as  are  described  above  caustic  ammonia,  and  the  strong  mineral 

in  the  different  layers  of  cells.  Accord-  acids,  but  they  are  soluble  in  carbonate 

ing  to  Schwann,  the  nuclei  of  new  cells  of  potash  and  caustic  potassa.    Their 

are  formed  in  a  fluid  substance,  which  length  is  equal  to  0*008-0*009  of  a  Pari- 

being  the  same  in  which  all  tissues  sian  line,  the  diameter  of  their  thick 

have  their  orinn,  is  called  by  him  cyto-  end  to  0*0017-0*0024  of  a  Parisian  line. 

blastema.    This  kind  of  epithelium,  as  This  epithelium  is  not  constant  like  the 

at  present  described,  covers  besides  the  former,  but  at  intervals  cast  off  and  re- 

conum  some  parts  of  the  mucous  mem-  produced.    According  to  Henle  it  is 

branes.    The  mucous  membrane  of  the  found  at  a  point  in  the  stomach  just 

eyelids  has,  according  to  Henle,  cylin-  below  the  cardia,  and  then  from  the 

drical  epithelium,  but  the  lachrymal  pylorus  till  the  anus  throughout  the  in- 

tube    has  pavement-like    epithelium,  testines,  covering  all  the  projections. 

which  reaches  on  the  septum,  as  well  At  the  anus  it  stops  suddenly,  and  there 

as  on  the  side- walls  of  the  nose,  till  to  a  is  no  gradual  transition  from  it  to  the 

line  which  you  may  imagine  extending  epithenum  of  the  skin  or  epidermis.    It 

from  the  anterior  free  margin  of  the  covers  also  all  the  excretory  ducts  of 

nasal  bones  to  the  anterior  spine  of  the  the  glands  connected  with  the  digestive 

superior  maxillary  bone.  The  tympanum  tube.  In  the  genital  organs  of  the  male 

is  alsolaidoutwithapavement-lijieepi-  it  is  only  wan  tine  in  tne  prostate  and 

theliumconsistingofverysmallglobular  vesiculee     seminales.       The     urinary 

cells.    In  the  neighbourhood  of   the  bladder  has  an  intermediate  kind  of 

larynx,    the    ligaments    between    the  epithelium,   with  oblong  cells  placed 

tongue  and  epiglottis,  the  upper  sur-  perpendici^arly. 

face  of  the  latter  and  the    posterior       As  a  third  kind,  Henle  describes  the 

part  of  its  under  surface  are  covered  vibratory  epithelium,  which  consists  of 

with  pavement-like  epithelium.      On  cylindrical  or  conical  cells  similar  to 

the  anterior  wall    of   the    larynx    it  tnose  of  the  cylindrical  c^ithelvwcoL^VsNs^. 

reaches  but  a  short  way  under  the  epi-  the^  Via^e  owODA&\stvjaJiL  ^yl^^s^^k.'^^^'^ 
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in  number.  The  length  of  the  cells  is,  nail  can  hardly  be  distinguished  ia 
according  to  Henle,  equal  to  0*008-  structure  from  the  epidermis. 
0*0138;  meir  greatest  breadth  at  the  ex-  The  hairs  proc^  from  follicles, 
temal  end  0*0037-0*0025  of  a  Parisian  which  according  to  Gurit  are  nothing 
Une.  The  length  of  the  cilis  is,  accord-  but  impressions  into  or  bulgings  of  the 
in^toTreviranu8,equaI to 0*0018;  their  epidermis:  this  is  clearly  seen  if  the 
thickness  0*0004  of  a  Parisian  line,  epidermis  is  torn  off  from  a  piece  of 
This  epithelium  is  cast  off  and  repro-  s&in  of  a  fcetus  macerated  some  time ; 
dnced  uke  the  former,  but  at  intervals,  then  these  follicles  are  seen  to  come  off 
According  to  Henle  it  is  found  in  the  res-  in  one  continuation  with  the  epidermis, 
piratory  on;an8 beyond  the  aboYC^defined  They  are  widest  at  their  blind  end,  and 
limitSy  and  in  the  female  genital  orfi;ans  narrowest  at  their  neck,  or  where  they 
upwards  of  the  middle  of  the  neck  of  open  on  the  surface.  At  their  blind  end 
uterus.  It  is  also  found  on  the  inner  they  have  an  elevation  into  their 
side  of  the  eye-lids,  in  the  lachrymal  cavity,  similar  to  the  bottom  of  a  glass 
sac  and  duct,  and  finally  in  the  von-  bottle ;  on  this  elevation  the  hairs  grow 
tricles  of  the  brain.  The  ciliie  are  of  forth.  The  hairs  are,  according  to 
an  homogeneous  structure,  and  are  ar-  Weber  and  Miiller,  not  round,  but 
raneed  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of  rather  Hat,  and  the  surface  they  present 
the  lines  seen  on  the  palm  of  the  hand,  when  cut  through  is  oval  or  reniform. 
They  move  during  life  constantly  to  and  Gurlt,  Heusinger,  £ble,  Krause,  and 
fro,  and  bend  at  the  same  time  in  which  Valcntia,  declare  them  to  consist  of  an 
the  free  ends  of  the  cilice  describe  external  or  cortical,  and  an  internal 
circles  on  their  ends.  A  circular  motion  cellular  substance.  The  former  is  thin, 
of  the  ciliee,  in  which  the  free  ends  of  transparent,  and  evidently  of  a  fibrous 
the  ciliee  describe  circles,  Miiller  and  structure  ;  the  latter  is  composed  of  cells 
Rudolph  Wagner  declare  never  lo  have  arranged  in  a  single  row  of  a  diameter 
seen.  equal  to  OOOOG-O 0015.  In  a  hair  are 
The  nails  and  hairs  may  be  regarded  generally  distinguished  the  point,  the 
as  a  peculiar  modification  of  the  epi-  shaft,  and  the  root.  Gurlt  says  that  in 
dermis.  The  nails  are  received  with  the  point  the  cellular  substance  ia 
their  posterior  part  into  a  fold  of  the  wanting,  but  it  is  found  in  the  shaft, 
eorium,  which  is,  like  this,  covered  with  In  the  root  or  bulb  both  cortical  and 
p^illiB,  diflfering  from  those  of  the  cellular  substance  are  soft  and  tender, 
eorium  only  in  being  smaller.  The  The  elevation  on  the  bottom  of  the 
structure  of  the  nails  is  best  seen  in  the  follicle  is  received  into  a  conical  cavity 
foetus.  If  the  nail  of  a  full-grown  foetus,  in  the  bulb  of  the  hnir,  and  Gurlt 
or  a  new-bom  child,  is  cut  through  says  that  there  intervene  fine  threads 
longitudinally,  you  perceive  it  to  con-  or  roots  between  both, 
tist  of  several  layers,  the  undermost  of  Between  eorium  and  epidermis  of  in- 
which  are  less  distinct,  particularly  in  dividuals  possessing  a  dark  complexion 
that  part  concealed  in  the  fold  of  is  found  the  black  pigment.  It  is  con- 
corium,  where  they  are  herdly  percep-  tained  in  cells  similar  to  those  of  the 
tible  at  all.  This  part  of  the  nail  is  epidermis,  which contain,besides  a  trans- 
seen  to  consist  of  polvhedral  cells,  many  parent  nucleus,  fine  particles  of  pig. 
of  which  show  nuclei.  Dr.  Schwann  ment.  Sometimes  these  cells  are  pro- 
thinks,  that  as  these  cells  are  pushed  longed  in  three  or  more  directions,  and 
forward  from  their  origin  in  the  fold  of  those  prolongations  that  radiate  from 
eorium  by  successive  generations  of  the  central  cell  are  also  filled  with  pig- 
cells,  the^  attain  the  form  of  small  flat  ment.  Whether  these  cells  of  pigment 
discs,  which  are  found  in  the  front  of  proceed  to  the  surface  of  the  epidermis, 
the  nail.  But  as  in  this  case  the  nail  like  those  of  the  latter,  and  undergo  the 
would  be  much  thinner  in  its  fore-part  same  changes  tUl  they  are  cast  off,  is 
than  behind,  Schwann,  and  also  Lauth  not  vet  ascertained, 
and  Gurlt,  are  of  opinion  that  the  for-  Albinus*  says,  there  are  no  sebaceous 
mation  of  cells  takes  place  also  on  the  glands  of  the  skin  where  there  are  no 
under  surface  of  the  nail  as  far  as  it  is  hairs,  and  rests  this  assertion  on  his 
adherent.  These  cells  jirocced  towards  own  and  Morgagni's  observations:  he 
the  forepart  of  the  nail,  in  whicli  dircc-  did  not  fall  very  short  of  the  truth,  and 

tion  layers  incrense  in  number.   Before  — " 

the  flfUl  month  of  fa*tal  existence  the  *  Albinus.  Acad.  Annot.  Ubr.  vi.  c.  9. 


ON  THB  PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  HUMAN  SKIN.  57 

would  have  been  quite  correct  if  he  had  integument  of  the  head  more  of  a  long 

said,  where  there  proceed  hairs  from  shape.    In  man  they  consist  of  a  long 

the  skin  ihere  are  sebaceous  glands,  manifold-twisted  colourless  transparent 

However,  there  are  but  few  places  in  tube.  The  continuations  of  these  glands 

the    integuments     where     sebaceous  or  the  excretory  ducts  are  wound  in 

glands  are  found  without  hairs,  as  on  formof  a  spiral  as  they  proceed  through 

the  prepuce  and  glans  penis.    Accord-  the  corium ;  the  thicker  the  latter,  the 

ing  to  the  description  of  Gurlt,  the  se-  greater  the  number  of  windings.    For 

bsSeous  follicles  are  of  an  oblong  oval  a  clear  view  of  these  organs,  as  well  as 

shape,  and  consist  of  cells,  which  when  of  the  preceding,  I  refer  to  the  transla- 

voia  of  sebum  are  transparent.  The  ex-  tion  of  Rudolph  Wagner's  Physiology, 

cretory  tubes  of  these  cells  open  ^rene-  by  Dr.  Willis. 

rally  two  in  number,  into  a  hair  follicle.        The  papills  of  the  corium  consist,  as 
The  sebaceous  follicles  are  disseminated  has  alreadv  been  mentioned,  of  tor- 
throughout     the    whole   integuments  tuous  vessels  and  loops  of  nerves.    In 
of    the    body,    with    the     exception  parts  where  sensation  is  more  acute, 
of  the  palm  of  the  hand  and  the  sole  these  papillce  are  more  numerous,  and 
of  the  foot.    In  some  parts  they  are  show  a  peculiar  arrangement.    Whether 
more  easily  discerned  tnan  in  others  ;  the  skin  receives  motor  nerves  or  not, 
they  are  easily  recognised  in  the  in-  is  not  clearly  ascertained.    Cams  is  of 
teguments  of  new-born  children,  par-  opinion,  that  the  peripheric  nervous 
ticularly  of  the  scrotum,  where   the  loops  are  formed  by  tne  union  of  a 
absence  of  fat  under  the  corium  pre-  motor  and  a  sensitive  nervous  fibre, 
vents  their  being  mistaken  for  little  However,    there    are    not    sufficient 
particles  of  that  substance.    As  lonc^  as  grounds  to  set  up  such  an  opinion ;  be- 
the  lanugo  has  not  yet  fallen  off,  they  sides,  the  auditory  nerve  presents  also 
are  distinct  also  in  other  parts.    But  such  loops  at  its  places  of  distribution, 
they  are  also  seen  very  well  in  the  If  it  was  certain  that  the  skin  received 
adiut,  in  the  integuments  round  the  only  sensitive,  and  the  muscles  only 
mouth,  about  the  nose,   and   in  the  motor  nerves,  this  would  assist  us  to 
axilla.    If  the  epidermis  is  carefully  decide    the    question  :    but    Rudolph 
raised  from  the  corium  (after  the  piece  Wagner  observes,  that  the  skin  pos- 
of   interment   has   undergone    some  sessed  some  contractility  dependent  on 
maceration)  in  the  direction  the  hairs  nervous  influence,  and  that  the  muscles 
proceed  from  it,  fine  white  threads  are  were  not  entirely  exempt  of  sensation, 
seen  to  go  from  the  epidermis  to  the  as  the  pain  attending  spasms  evidently 
corium;  tnese  are  the  sheaths  of  epider-  proved.    Supposing  that  the  skin  re- 
mis  that  extend  themselves  into   the  ceivcd  both  motor  and  sensitive  nerves, 
hair  and   sebaceous    follicles.       The  a  question  not  less  difficult,  perhaps,  to 
latter  are,  as  was  observed  above,  con-  decide  than  the  preceding,  would  arise 
nected  with  each  other,  but  the  hair-  ^f  the  nutrition  of  the  skin  depended 
follicles  reach  into  the  subjacent  fatty  on  the  former  or  the  latter  ?    Jonannes 
cellular    tissue,     and   the    sebaceous  Miiller  says,  of  such  an  influence  of 
follicles  extend  but  a  Uttle  into  the  the  nerves  in  general  on  nutrition,  that 
corium.  These  or^ns  can  be  very  well  we  are  much  in  the  dark  about  it. 
seen  at  the  same  time  with  the  sudorific  Morbid  affections,  or  an  undeveloped 
glands  next  to  be  described,  in  thin  state  of  the  nervous  centres,  are  not 
perpendicular  slices  of  integument,  for  always  attended  by  changes  in  nutri- 
the  excision  of  which  some  make  use  tion :  in  other  cases  the  extremities 
of  a  knife  with  two  blades  fixed  in  a  are  flaccid    and   withered,  and,  what 
parallel  together,  which  can  be  screwed  Miiller  considers  a  principal  proof  of 
more  or  less  close  to  one  another  ac-  the  dependency  of  nutrition  on  nerves, 
cording  to  the  thickness  of  the  slices  there  is  a  greater  disposition  to  gan- 
you  wish  to  cut.  grene.     Schroder  van  der  Kolk  ob- 
The  sudorific  glands  have  been  de-  served,  that  in  paralyzed   limbs   the 
scribed  by  Breschet  and  Gurlt ;  they  muscular   tissue  was    sometimes  dis- 
often  extend  beyond  the  corium  into  placed  by  a  fatty  substance,  and  the 
the  subjacent  fatty  cellular  tissue,  and  arteries  ossified.    In  cases  where,  from 
are  in  different  parts  of  a  different  size ;  a  defect  in  development,  the  nerve  des- 
for  instance,  in  the  palm  of  the  hand  tined  to  supply  an  organ  was  wanting, 
they  arc  larger,  and  of  an  oval,  in  the  tliis  organ  was  observed  to  be,  H('<^vw\kcw'i^ 
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also.  However,  it  seems  that  the  nerves  by  Remak  in  the  sympathetic  system, 

arc   not   indispensably   necessary  for  considered  by  him  as  nervoiis,  were 

nutrition,  as  is  seen  in  the  evolution  of  admitted  as  such  by  manv  physiolo- 

the  ovum.    But  a  nervous  influence  on  gists,  and  amonest  these  by  M tiller, 

nutrition  is  also  not  to  be  denied,  as  Schwann,  and  Hcnle,  who  went  even 

the  experiments  of  physiologists,  and  so  far  as  to  consider  them  to  be  the 

daiXy  experience,  show.    The  question  nerves  that  rule  the  vegetative  func- 

whether  cerebro-spinal  or  sympathetic  tions  of  the  body.      However,  it    m 

nerves  possessed  this  influence  is  yet  doubtful  whether  this  structure  i«  aer- 

undecided  :    M tiller    says    we    know  vousatall.    Valentin  was  the  first  who 

nothing  to  elucidate  it,  but  that  nutri-  expressed   himself  against  it ;    Volk- 

tion    was   not   interfered   with  when  mann   and    Bruns  have  latterly  also 

cerebro-spinal  roots  were  divided.    Va-  denied  their  beinfl^  a  particular  clement 

lentin  says,  in  his  Repcrtorium,  1838,  of    the    sympathetic,    and    Rudolph 

that  we  Know  nothing  certain  about  Wagner    seems    convinced    by    their 

the  influence  of  nerves  on  .nutrition,  reasons.    Valentin  asks,  if  any  one  had 

To  support  the  opinion,  that  nutrition  ever  seen  grcv  fibres  in  the  extremities 

was  independent  of  nervous  influence,  of    the    ^ult.     (Repertorium,    1840, 

one  might  make  the  remark,  that  the  Abth.  i.  p.  84.)    And  Henle,  who,  as 

bones    received  no  nerves   (although  we   just  mentioned,  formerly  adopted 

their  nutrition  was  evidently  proved  the   nervous    nature  of   these    fiores 

by  observations  and  experiments,  as,  (PathologischeUntcrsuchun^n,  1840), 

forin8tance,thoscof  Mr.  James  Paget*)  has  since  changed   his   opmion,  be- 

if  it  was  not  likely  that  small  nerves  cause   thev  had  no   peripncric  ends, 

encircling  the  arteries  of   the  bones  If  these  flores  have  no  central  (Valen- 

accompanicd  them ;     and  this  might  tin)    and    no    peripheric    ends,    their 

lead  them  to  the  opinion,  that  since  the  nature  must  certainly  remain  proble- 

svmpathetic  was  the  nervous  system  matical.    Those  who  considerea  them 

tnat  supplied  the  blood-vessels,  and  the  nervous  admitted  only  that  they  were 

bones  received  only  nerves  with  the  nervous  fibres  difierent  from   others, 

latter,  nutrition  was  regulated  by  the  perhaps  less  developed ;   and  on  this 

sympathetic.     However,  there  is  yet  nypotnesis  was  built  another :  this  nn- 

mucn  to  be  investigated  on  this  subject,  developed  state  was  to  explain  why 

Secretion  and  nutrition  are  evidently  volition  had  no  power  on  the  vegetative 

connected  in  one  process.    M  tiller  says  organs,  and  sensation  in  them  was  in- 

that  few  experiments  had  been  tried  complete.    Considered  as  the  nerves 

for  the  direct  proof  of  nervous  influence  for  tne  vegetative  fhnctions  of  the  body, 

on   secretion,  and  confesses  that  we  they  were  called  organic  fibres ;  Krause 

know  little  about  it.    He  observes,  that  called  them  fibrilToe  noduloso?,    after 

at  first  si^ht  both  cerebro-spinal  and  their  appearance.      Rudolph  Wagner 

svmpathetic  nerves  seemed  to  possess  declares  them  to  be  cellular  tissue.     It 

this  influence.  would  lead  us  beyond  our  limits  to  treat 

The   submaxillary    and   sublingual  here  of  the  sense  of  touch ;  we  must 

glands  are  supplied  by  the  lingualis;  the  refer,  in  this  respect,  to  the  works  on 

tonsils  by  the  glosso-pharyngeus ;   the  physiology. 

capsule  of  the  knee-joint  by  a  branch  From  the  surface  of  the  corium  the 

from  the  tibial  nerve ;  and  the  mammals  cy toblastema  is  secreted,  in  which  there 

supplied  by  the  third  and  fourth  tho-  appear  first  the  nuclei,  and  then  the 

racic  nerves.    However,  M tiller  con-  cells  of  the  epidermis,  as  has  already 

bidcrs  it  probable    that  the  cerebro-  been  described.    The  cells  undergo  a 

spinal  nerves  are  accompanied  by  fibres  series  of  changes  in  form  and  structure 

from  the  sympathetic  system.    At  all  till  they  are  ultimately  cast  oflT.    These 

events,  a  dependency  of  the  function  changes  cannot  be  considered  but  as 

of  secretion  on  the  nerves  is  evident  in  taking  place  under  the  government  of 

many  cases  of  diseased  brain  or  spinal  ijfc,  but  they  take  place  without  assist- 

cord :  still,  in  hemiplegia  of  the  one  or  ance  of  vessels  or  nerves ;   they  are 

the  other  of  these  nervous  centres,  the  in  some  degree,  therefore,  independent 

secretion   of   the   skin   is   sometimes  of  the  life  of  the  individual ;  thev  rc- 

changed  on  one  side  of  the  body,  but  mind  one  of  the  changes  the  cells  of 

in  others  not.    Those  grey  fibres  found  the  yolk  in  the  ovum  undergo.    The 

*Froricp*.Notixon,i839,m^  layer  of  epidermis  next  to  the  corium  is 
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commonly  called  the  rete  Malpighi ;  it  is  really,  in  many  cases,  with  proper 

and  it  contains,  besides  those  nuclei  management,  a  simple  and  one  of  the 

and  cells  known  as  those  of  the  epi-  most  delightful  remedies  that  can  be 

dermis,  which  are  cast  off,  others  that  employed.    If  a  bottle,  containing  a 

contain  pigment,  are  of  a  peculiar  form,  solution  of  the  gas,  as  the  common 

and  of  wnich  it  is  not  quite  certain  liquor  ammonia  or  hartshorn,  be  opened, 

whether  the^  are  cast  off  or  not.    This  part  of  the  gas  escapes.     If  this  comes 

layer  is  as  if  mterrupted  in  its  continuity  m  contact   with    the    conjunctiva  it 

by  the  elevated  papills  of  the  corium,  stimulates  it  and  causes  much  fluid  to 

and  hence  the  term  "  rete ''  for  it.  be  poured  from  its  secreting  surface, 

[To  be  continned.]  ^^^  iU  influence  on  the  delicate  lining 

membrane  of  the  nasal  cavities  is  not 

ON  THB  ^^^^  powerfiil.     In   fact,  this  vapour 

*^r„ . »  » M.'T^vT    ^«    .  «*««^<..^<r .    ^.^  appears  immediately  to  cause  a  secre- 

INHALATION    OF  AMMONIA    GAS  tfon  of  fluid  from  the  parte  with  which 

AS  A  REMEDIAL  AGENT.  it  comes  in  contact 

By  Alfred  Sbhee,  F.R.S.  When  this  gas  is  absorbed  hy  the 

Surgeon  to  the  Genenl  Dispensary,  to  the  ™^^^"  '"  ^^  ]^^S^^  quantities,  it  ap- 

Bank  of  England,  &c.  &c.  pears  to  cause  in  a  similar  manner  an 

(For  the  London  Medical  Gazette.)  increase  of  the  watery  part  of  the  secre- 

tion,  usually  passin?  from  all  the  se- 

Op  all  the  physical  states  in  which  veral  parts  with  which  it  there  can 

bodies  are  known  to  exist,  substances  come  in  contact.    A  priori  it  might  be 

in  the  form  of  vapour  or  gas  are  most  expected  the  glottis  would  resist  the 

readily  absorbed  by  animal  membranes,  intrusion  of  the  gas,  but  this  is  by  no 

producing  rapid  and  powerful  effecte  means  found  to  be  the  case  when  in  a 

from  very  small  quantities.    As  a  mass,  diluted  state,  as  it  apparently  readily 

we  are  but  little  acquainted  with  the  passes  into  the  innermost  recesses  of 

properties  of  ffases  upon  the  animal  the  lungs,  and  instead  of  producing 

economy,  and  uie  little  we  do  know  is  disagreeable  effects,  causes  sensations 

principsalyduetotheperseveringin^ui-  whicn    are    extremely    grateful    and 

ries  of  Sir  Humphry  Davy.  The  rapidly  agreeable.    The  gaseous  nature  of  am- 

deleterious  effects  of  minute  quantities  monia  allows  it  to  come  in  contact  with 

of  the  vapours  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  of  every  chink  of  the  air-passages,  and  even 

bromine,  of  sulphuretted  hydroc^n,  and  the  upper  and  back  parts  of  the  pha- 

even  of  many  ottier  ^^ases,  exemjuify  well  rynx,  which  from  ite  peculiar  construc- 

their  powerful  action  on  the  animal  tion  resiste  the  application  of  other 

economy.    At  present  gases  are  almost  topical  remedies, 
entirely  discaraed  as  remedial  agents,        The  immediate  effect  of  the  inhala- 

but  doubtless  there  are  numerous  cases  tion  of  this  gas  is  to  cause  the  fauces 

where  substances   may    be   advanta-  and  pharynx,  before  dry,  and  perhaps 

geously  employed  as  remedial  agente  in  covered  with  inspissated  adherent  mu< 

tneir  gaseous  or  aeriform  state.  Without  cus,  to  force  out    a  watery  fluid  to 

wasting  time  upon  general  remarks,  let  lubricate  and  relieve  the  membrane ; 

me  at  once  call  the  attention  of  the  the   phlegm   will  then  separate  and 

profession  to  a  simple  remedy  of  this  come  away,  and  a  more  or  less  in- 

nature,  namely,  the  value  of  diluted  am-  stantaneous  relief  is  frequently  felt.  We 

monia  gas  for  stimulating  the  mucous  all  know  the  expectorant  qualities  of 

membrane  ofthe  mouth,  fauces,  trachea,  ammonia,  and  the  value  of  its  sesqui- 

and  bronchi.    By  ite  local  administra-  carbonate,  whenever  the  system  will 

tion  it  may  exercise  ite  power  over  the  bear  its  administration,  as   a  general 

whole  system,  as  this  gas  may  either  be  remedy,  but  ite  qualities,  when  used  as 

made  to  have  a  topical  or  general  in-  a  local  agent,  seem  to  be  more  active 

fluence,  according  to  the  extent  of  its  in  this  respect  than  when  used  as  a 

application.  general  remedy. 

The  inhalation  of  so  stimulating  a  The  most  convenient  mode  of  ad- 
gas  as  ammonia  is  well  known  to  ministering  the  ammoniacal  gas  is  to 
be,  at  flrst  si^ht,  perfectly  start-  use  the  vapour  that  siwntaneously  ex- 
ling  to  those  who  have  never  either  hales  from  solutions  of  ammonia.  Of 
tried  it  on  their  own  persons  or  these  it  is  preferable  not  to  employ  a 
never  seen  it  applied  by  others,  but  solution  stronget  tWw  N>ciR.  Xnw^^'^  "'axsv- 
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moniffi  of  the  shops,  or  weaker  than  the  used  is  removed  for  the  insertion  of  a 

same  diluted  to  twenty  or  thirty  times  common  stopper  ($),  that  the  strength 

its  quantity  of  water.    For  general  pur-  of  the  ammonia   may  be   preserved, 

poses,  perhaps,  the  usual  liquor  may  Into  the   neck  another  tuoe     ft)  it 

be  employed  diluted  with  ten  times  its  ground,  into  the  inside  of  which  ano- 

bulk   of  water,  but    the  strength  of  mer  stopper  is  fixed  (t),^  When  the 

the  ammonia  must  be  regulated  by  the  inhaler  is  in  operation,  this  stopper  is 

medical  practitioner  according  to  the  withdrawn  to  allow  the  air  to  pass  into 

nature  of  the  case,  and  the  suscepti-  the  bottle,   but  when  not  wanted  it 

bility  of  the  patient,  and  even  accord-  serves  to  close  the  apparatus.      This 

ing  to  the  strength  of   the  original  inhaler  is  most  admirably  adapted  for 

liquor.  the  desired  purpose,  and  perhaps  for 

The  liquor  ammonioe,  diluted  accord-  gaseous    inhalations  cannot    well    be 

ing  to  the  discretion  of  the  medical  surpassed.     The    diluted    liquor   am- 

attendant,  may  be  placed  in  a  common  monia  (a)  is  seen  in  the  subjoined  cut 

l)hial,  and  as  much  should  be  inserted  at  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  extending 

as  to  occupy  about  the  two  lower  to  within  hzilf  an  inch  of  the  tube, 
inches  of  the  bottle.  The  patient  has 
only  to  apply  his  lips  to  the  mouth  of 
this  homely  contrivance,  and  draw  in 
his  breath,  when  he  will  inhale  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  the  ammonia.  Before 
the  application  of  the  mouth  to  the 
bottle  tne  patient  should  t^c  care  that 
none  of  the  liquid  adheres  to  the  aper- 
ture, which  on  coming  in  contact  with 
his  lips  would  cause  them  to  smart, 
and  being  no  part  of  the  cure,  the  pain 
would  be  perfectly  useless.  The  num- 
ber of  inspirations  to  be  taken  at  one 
time  may  be  determined  by  the  strength 
of  the  water  and  the  efiect  of  the  re- 
medy. Two,  three,  or  four  inspirations, 
will  in  general  be  sufficient  at  one 
time,  but  this  must  be  repeated  three 
or  four  times  during  the  day.  The  vapour  inhaled  from  the  liquor 

A  more  convenient  apparatus  than  ammonioi  does  not  seem  to  pass  away 
the  simple  one  last  described  may  be  immediately,  but  may  be  distinctly 
readily  made  and  advantageously  em-  tasted  for  some  minutes  aflerwards, 
ployed.  A  bottle  may  be  selected,  and  even  subsequently  to  the  commence- 
a  cork  procured,  bored  with  two  holes,  ment  of  its  beneficial  action.  The 
Into  one  a  piece  of  bent  glass  tube  ma^  v^ue  of  the  local  application  of  this 
be  inserted,  having  the  other  end  di-  eas  is  seen  in  cases  of  what  is  called 
lated  for  the  convenience  of  applying  dryness  of  the  throat,  which  appears  to 
the  lips.  Into  the  second  hole  of^  the  arise  from  a  deficiency  of  the  secretion 
cork  a  tube  should  be  thrust,  within  of  the  liquid  which  normally  lubricates 
half  an  inch  of  the  liquid,  so  that  when  the  mucous  membrane.  The  mucus 
the  patient  inhales,  the  ammonia  pass-  from  that  cause  becomes  dry,  and  causes 
ing  from  the  liquid  tube  is  taken  into  the  much  uneasiness  to  the  individual.  The 
chest,  and  this  is  perhaps  to  be  preferred  common  and  popular  remedy  of  apply- 
to  drawing  the  breatn  itscu  through  ing  hartsliorn  and  oil  to  the  throat  for 
the  solution  of  ammonia.  various  affections  is  probably  in  great 

Though  the  last  apparatus  will  an-  part  owing  to  the  inhalation  of  the 

8wer   the  purpose  more    or  less  effi-  vapour  of  the  ammonia,  which  neces- 

ciently,  I  have  yet  to  describe  a  far  more  sarily  at  the  same  time  occurs,  as  it  b 

elegant  device  to  be  employed  as  an  impossible  that  this  external  application 

inhalingapparatus.  Atwo-neckedbottle  can  be  efiectcd  without  a  large  quan- 

18  procured,  as  in  the  annexed  cut ;  tity  being  imbibed  at  the  same  time. 
into  one  mouth  a  tube  is  adapted  (p),       Ammoniagasisalsol^encficialinchro- 

to  serve  as  a  mouth-piece.    This  tube  iiic  hoarseness,  especially  in  that  which 

is  ground  to  fit  the  neck,  and  when  not  is  often  left  as  a  sequela  of  influenza. 
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This  gas  affords  great  relief  and  com-  the  general  system  are  attacked  with 

fort  to  the  relaxed,  swollen,  and  appa-  acute  inflammation,  for  there  is  but 

rently  semi -cedematous  state  of  the  mu-  little  doubt  that  the  ammoniacal  va- 

cous  membrane,  which  supervenes  from  pour  is  a  decided  stimulus,  first  lo- 

remaining    in    crowded,   overheated,  cally  in    those  parts  with  which   it 

and  ill-ventilated  rooms,  where  everv  comes  in  contact,  and,  secondly,  on  the 

person  not  only  inhales  his  own  breatn  system  in  general,  by  its  absorption 

over  and  over  again,  but  is  under  the  into  the  circulation.    As  a  stimulating 

infliction  of  breathing  his  neighbour's  agent  it  must  obey  the  laws  of  stimu- 

also.    In  cases  of  incipient  cynanche  lants  generally.    It  should  not,  Uiere* 

tonsillaris  it  appears  to  be  of  much  fore,  be  employed  when  the  part  with 

value  if  used  at  the  very  commence-  which  it  comes  in  contact  is  inflamed^ 

ment  of  the  attack ;  the  slight  impedi-  nor  when  a  dry  parched  tongue,  a  full 

mentto  deglutition,  which  is  generally  pulse,  and  a  dry  skin,  denote  a  feverish 

the  first  premonitoiy  sign,  is  sometimes  system.     In  all  chronic  cases,  or  even 

removed  by  one  or  two  inhalations,  occasionally  with  acute  cased,  with  a 

There  are  occasionally  cases  of  syphi-  feeble  circulation,  in  fact,  whenever  the 

litic  ulceration  of  the  throat  witnessed,  system  is  depressed,  and  stimidants  are 

where  the  patient  suffers  from  such  advisable,  the  inhalation  of  ammonia 

debility  that  the  practitioner  is  afraid  may  be  used  with  the  greatest  advan- 

of   applying  any  remedy  capable  of  tage  and  comfort  to  the  patient, 
depressing  tne  system,  wnerc  the  inha-        I  have  made  inquiries  of  those  who 

lation  of  the  gas  might  probably  be  of  have  to  deal  with  large  quantities  of 

great  service,  but  as  such  a  case  has  ammonia,  and  are  necessarily  exposed 

not  occurred  in  my  own  practice  for  a  to  the  inconvenience  of  a  large  escape 

long  period,  I  am  unable   to  speak  of  gas,  but  cannot  find  that  even  with 

practically  upon  the  matter*.  extensive   exposure  it  ever  exerdses 

In  old  standing  cases  of   asthma,  poisonous    or  deleterious  effects,  nor 

especially  in  those  m  which  the  medical  does  Ramazzini,  in  his  curious  little 

man  considers  that  the  internal  use  treatise  on  tradesmen's  diseases,  notice 

of  the  sesquicarbonate  of  ammonia  is  its  action. 

indispensable,  in  which  the  extremities        Not  alone  to  the  relief  and  cure  of 

arc    cold,    the  pulse  feeble,  and  the  diseases  is  ammonia  capable  of  lend- 

cencral    vital   powers  depressed,  the  ing  its  aid  as  a  remedial  a^nt,  for  it  is 

local  application  of  ammonia  is  parti-  an  invaluable  and  effectusd  antidote  to 

cularly  grateful,  the  patients  feeling,  certain   direct  and   powerful  poisons, 

as  they  describe  it,  a  glow  after  its  ex-  One  of  these  poisons,  the  effects  of  which 

hibition,  and  the  warmth  first  imparted  it  thus  counteracts,  is  bromine.    This 

to  the  lun£^  extending  by  degrees  over  volatile  fluid  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most 

their  whoTe  system.  deadly    poisons   with  which   we    are 

In  cases  where  the  patient  feels  a  acquainted.    It  lowers  the  circulation 

peculiar    sense  of   contraction    upon  witn  great   rapidity,   and  makes  the 

passingintocoldatmospheres,  as  though  action  of  the  heart  irregular,  and  un- 

the  lungs  resisted  the  intrusion  of  so  fortunatelv,  from  its  volatile  nature, 

unpleasant  an  agent,  the  inhalation  of  cannot  well  be  used  without  considerable 

ammonia  seems  to  quiet  the  spasmodic  escape.  Its  hurtful  action  on  the  animal 

action,  relieve  the  breathing,  and  give  economy  is  instantly  counteracted  by 

a  comfort  to  the  whole  chest,  which  is  the  vapour  of  ammonia,  for  when  thie 

delightful  to  the  feelings  of  the  sufferer,  two  gases  meet,  dense  white  fumes  are 

Perhaps  it  is  almost  needless  to  no-  produced,  when  bromineprobably  ceases 

tice  that  this  remedy  would  be  delete-  to  exert  its  baneful  influence,  or  at  any 

rious  when  either  special  organs  or  rate  only  to  a  much  less  extent*    I 


*  The  inhalation  of  ammonia  might,  perhaj[Ni, 
alio  perform  the  tame  good  offices  to  syphibtic 
ulceration  of  the  throat  as  cinnabar  fumi^tionis 
known  usually  to  effect.  The  use  of  the  ciunabar, 
however^  may  be  so  much  dispensed  with  by  the 
antimonial  and  antimonio-ferruginous  treatment 
which  I  have  recorded  (Mao.  Uaz),  that  the  am- 
monia has  not  been  used  in  any  of  these  cases,  but 
should  fiirther  information  be  obtained  upon  this 
point,  it  will  be  the  subject  of  a  future  commu- 
nication. 


*  The  production  of  these  white  flimes  by  tlie 
admixture  of  these  two  gases  is  interesting,  and, 
so  far  as  I  know,  has  not  been  noticed  by  che- 
mists, though  I  have  myselflong  been  in  the  habit 
of  applying  ammonia  to  distinguish  between  the 
fumes  of  bromine,  iodine,  ana  chlorine,  the  two 
latter  elements  having  ap|>arently  not  the  same  in- 
fluence when  brought  mto  conjunction,  with 
ammonia.  These  vmite  tames  are  liable  to  be 
confounded  with  muriate  of  ammonia,  if  muriatic 
acid  is  present. 
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have  known  persons  nearly  poisoned  discomfort  and  inconvenience  to  man- 
by  incautiously  using  this  substance,  kind),  that  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the 
and  who  have  been  quite  at  a  loss  to  medical  man  to  endeavour  to  relieve  or 
know  how  to  proceed  to  neutralise  its  remove, 
action.     Those  who  have  to  deal  with  No.  7,  Finsbury  CSreuB,  London, 
bromine  would  do  well  to  have  an  open  March  33, 184S. 

vessel  of  the  liquor  ammonia  by  their 

side,  which  is  in  general  quite  sufficient  ON 

to  prevent  any  unpleasant  consequence,  HiEMORRHOIDS  OR  PILES*. 

by  combmmg  with  any  bromine  wnicn 

may  pass  off  in  vapour.  By  R.  A.  STArFomD,  Esq. 

Ammonia  is  also  useful  when  prussic  Senior   Surgeon  to  StjMairyl^nc  Infinnunrv 

acid  is  floating  in  the  atmosphere  of  a  Sie^SKSbriSS?*'"''^  to  H.  R.  H.  the 

room,  as  in  this  case  it  not  only  neu-  ,_.     .,    w^j.^^,  r»^.^^j    i 

tralises  the  acid,  but  its  stimulating  {Far  the  Medtcal  Gazette  J 

properties  are  directly  opjjosite  to  the  ""^ 

depressing  action  of  the  acid.  The  rectum  (or  straight  gut,  as  it  is 

As  all  lx)dies  in  burning  give  off  am-  termed)  being  the  termination  of  the 
monia,  a  consideration  arises  as  to  alimentarv  canal,  and  having  the 
whether  some  of  the  effects  of  smoking  functional  office  of  expelling  the  con- 
may  not  be  attributed  to  that  agent  tents  of  the  intestines  after  they  have 
independently  of  the  active  principles  undergone  the  process  necessary  for 
that  substances  used  for  smokinj^  are  the  extraction  of  the  nutritive  matter 
known  to  contain.  The  possibility  of  to  support  the  frame,  is  liable  to  many 
such  a  thing  has  been  suggested  to  me,  diseases,  and  these  may  be  classed 
but  it  is  Quite  certain  that  only  a  small  according  to  the  structure  in  which 
portion  of  the  effects  of  smoking  can  be  they  occur.  The  rectum  is  a  continua* 
attributed  to  the  ammonia.  The  pre-  tion  of  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon, 
sence  of  ammonia  in  a  burning  cigar  and  it  is  composed  of  two  coats—' 
may  be  shewn  by  collecting  its  vapour  the  mucous  or  mtemal,  and  the  mus- 
in  a  bottle  containing  a  few  drops  of  cular  coat :  at  its  superior  part  it  is 
muriatic  acid,  when  abundance  of  fumes  covered  by  a  layer  of  peritoneum,  but 
arise.  If  liquor  potassce  be  added,  the  in  the  inferior  portion  it  is  not  sur- 
ammonia  is  again  set  free,  and  will  rounded  bv  that  membrane,  like  the 
again  exhibit  the  white  fumes  if  colon  and  the  small  intestines.  It  begins 
brought  near  muriatic  acid.  at  and  turns  over  the  upper  ridge  of 

There  is  an  interesting  physiological  the  sacrum,  and  at  first  is  a  little  in- 
fact  connected  with  the  inhalation  of  dined  from  left  to  right,  and  then  it 
ammonia,  for  in  determining  the  lun^  becomes  straight,  and  follows  the  hoi- 
to  increase  their  aqueous  esoialation,  it  low  of  the  sacrum  and  os  coccyx,  being 
frequently  at  the  same  time  causes  a  larger  in  volume  at  its  termination, 
similar  action  on  the  skin  b^  the  ex-  Its  anterior  portion  is  separated  from 
halation  of  moisture  from  its  entire  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra 
surface.  For  the  last  two  or  three  by  a  triangular  space  filled  by  cellular 
years  I  have  occasionally  been  in  the  tissue,  the  superior  portion  of  which 
nabit  of  inhaUng  ammonia  as  a  luxury  corresponds  with  the  prostate,  and  the 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  easterly  inferior  to  the  integuments  of  the  peri- 
winds,  whicn  by  their  action  so  dread-  neum.  The  posterior  surface  of^  the 
fully  dry  up  and  parch  all  living  rectum  is  covered  by  loose  and  fatty 
creatures.  cellular  tissue,  which  separates  it  from 

The     application     of    ammoniacal  the  levator  ani  and  ischio-coccygeus 

vapour,  in  the  manner  which  has  been  muscles,  and  from  the  sacrum.    The 

already  pointed  out,  is  rather  an  agent  rectum    is    abundantly   supplied    by 

of  comfoi^,  removing  slight  ailments  blood-vessels,  there  being  large  arteries 

and    troublesome    affections,    than    a  going  to  it,  and  large  veins  returning 

remedy  which  is  capable  of  saving  life  from  it,  both  of  w*nich    are    termed 

from   violent  diseases,  except  indeed  htcmorrhoidal.     It   has  two   muscles 

when  used  as  an  antidote  to  certain  more  particularly  bclon^ng  to  it — the 

poisons.    Still,  however,  there  is  no  levator  ani,  and  the  sphmcter  muscle. 

complaint,  however  trifling,  no  system,     "Tzr rz :; — T": rz : — r^ 

however  unimportant  (if  attended  witli  s,.  M5r\S,'?rinta^~'"™  '^'"^  '*  "* 
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The  levator  ani  is  destined  to  draw  the  rectum — for  instance,  a  drastic  purge, 

rectum  back  after  the  expulsion  of  the  containing  aloes,  scammony,   &c,     I 

feces,  and  its  fibres  irregularly  sur-  have  known  persons  who  have  never 

round,  andare  attached  to  the  gut,  arising  had  piles  before  take  aloes  and  scam- 

from  the  postenor  part  of  the  symphysis  mony,  and  they  have  been  in  such  a 

pubis,  from  the  ilium  above  the  obtu-  state  that  they  could  hardly  walk  for 

rator  muscle,  from  the  spdne  of  the  them.    Piles,  I  have  no  doubt,  are,  in 

ischium,  and  from  the  fascia  covering  some,  constitutional  and  hereditary,  and 

the  obturator  iptemus.    The  sphincter  that  they  descend  from  fatlier  to  son 

muscle  surrounds  the  rectum  at  its  ter-  from  generation  to  generation.    I  have 

mination  at  the  anus,  and  arises  from  frequently  questioned  those  who  suffer 

the  fat  and  skin  that  surrounds  the  verge  from  them,  and  they  have  informed  me 

of  the  anus  on  both  sides,  nearly  as  lar  that  either  their  father  or  mother  has 

as  the  tuberosity  of  the  ischium,  and,  been  afflicted  with  them,  and  that  the 

by  a  narrow  pomt,  it  is  inserted  into  disease  has  been  handed  down  to  them 

the  perineum,  aceeleratores  urinie,  and  as  a  family  complaint.    No  doubt,  in 

transversi  perensi  muscles,  and  behind  such  instances,  the  rectum  is  naturally 

into  Uie  extremity  of  the  os  coccygis.  weak. 

Its  office  is  to  close  up  the  rectum  auer        It  has  been  observed  that  those  who 

the  expulsion  of  the  feeces.  are  affected  by  a  disease  of  the  liver  are 

Havmg,  by  way  of  introduction  to  frequently  the  subjects  of  piles.    This 

my  subject,  given  this  brief  account  of  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  connexion 

the  anatomy  of   the  rectum  and  its  the  hoemorrhoidal  veins  have  with  the 

appendages,  I  shall  now  speak  of  its  vena  porta.    The  liver  being  diseased, 

diseases,  and  shall  first  treat  on  hsemor-  the  circulation  of  blood  through  this 

rhoids,  or  piles,  the  most  common  of  vessel  is  obstructed,  and  thus  the  ho:- 

them  all.  morrhoidal  veins    become    congested. 

Heemorrhoids  are  an  enlargement  of  Any  obstruction  in  the  veins  of  the 

the  veins  of  the  rectum,  which  become  intestines  will  produce  congestion  of 

at  first  swollen  and  tense,  and  the  blood  the  veins  of  the  rectum,  and  conse- 

contained  in  them  remains  coagulated,  quently  hemorrhoids :  in  short,  what- 

and  thus  a  livid  tumor  is  formed.    At  ever  may  impede  the  venous  circula- 

length,  from  the  thickening  of  their  tion  of  the  viscera  may  give  rise  to  this 

coats,  and  from  the  coa^lated  blood  disease.    Those  who  have  diseases  of 

contained  in  them  becoming  organized,  the  lungs,  also,  arc  frequently  the  sub- 

they  form  excrescences  on  the  internal  jects  of  heemorrhoids  and  diseases  of 

surrace  of  the  gnt,  or  at  the  verge  of  the  rectum. 

the  anus.  At  mrst,  their  parietes  are  On  examining  many  cases  of  ha^mor- 
very  thin,  consequently  thev  are  apt  rhoids  which  are  presented  to  our 
frequentlv  to  burst,  when  tney  bleed  notice,  it  could  hardly  be  imagined  that 
very  profusely,  and  are  then  termed  the  excrescences  which  we  see  could  ever 
bleeding  pile$.  When  they  do  not  have  been  connected  with  the  veins;  they 
bleed,  they  have  vulgarly  acquired  the  are  of  so  touc^h,  hard,  and  even,  in  some 
name  of  blind  pilei.  Heemorrhoids  instances,  of  almost  a  cartilaginous  na- 
are  divided  into  internal  and  external,  ture.  I  have  seen  piles  so  hard  that  their 
and  they  may  be  in  various  states  of  structure  has  resembled  the  gizzard  of 
disease,  each  of  which  will  require  a  bird  when  cut  into ;  or  have  been  not 
different  treatment.  They  may  be  unlike  the  texture  of  brawn.  No  doubt 
mere  excrescences,  when  the  only  in-  the  constant  irritation,  and  the  re- 
convenience  they  give  will  be  their  peated  attacks  of  chronic  inflammation 
presence  as  foreign  bodies :  they  may  of  the  part,  bring  them  ultimately  into 
be  inflamed,  when  they  become  very  this  state. 

painful  and  swollen,  looking  not  unlike        When  an  individual  is  subject  to 

a  cherry  ;  they  may  be  in  a  relaxed  hemorrhoids,  the  first    symptom  he 

state,  resembling  a  half-dried  red  grape,  experiences  is  a  sense  of  weight  and 

and  they  may  be  ulcerated.  fulness  in  the  rectum.    Heat  and  pain 

The  causes  assigned  for  hemorrhoids  supervene,  which  is  frequently  followed 

are  many.    People  of  sedentary  habits  by  bleeding  when  he  goes  to  stool.  The 

are  the  subjects  of  them ;  costiveness,  piles  now  protrude  at  the  anus,  and 

by    the    pressure    of    the    hardened  are  of  a  lesser  or  greater  size,  some- 

fiaeces  on  the  veins,  will  produce  them ;  times  being  inflamed,  and  sometimes 

and  any  thing  that  may  irritate  the  not.    When  Ihc^  wt^i  \Yv\R.\\vv:^^Niass^^  ">§. 
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pain  in  the  sacrum,  and  a  sense  of  ofthcintestinc  to  which  they  are  attached 

weight  and  fulness  high  up  in  the  gut.  external,  and  appear  like  prolapsus ani. 

Tlicrc  is  also  considerable  difficulty  of  In  such  a  case   as  this  nope  of  the 

voiding  the  fonres,  constant  straining,  common  remedies  are  of  use.  Aperientty 

and  tenesmus.  laxatives,  astringents,  soothing    oint- 

The  treatment  of  piles  varies  accord-  mcnts.  Ward's  paste,  &c.  may  ffiye  tern* 

ing  to  the  state  in  wiiich  we  find  them,  porary  relief,  but  the  only  chance  of 

and  also  whether  they  are  internal  or  cure  is  by  their  removal, 
external.    In  simple  piles,  when  they        There  are  two  methods  of  removing 

are  external,  and  when  there  is  no  in-  piles  ;  by  excision,  and  by  ligature. 

flammation,  laxatives  internally,   and  W hen  the  pile  is  not  attachid  to  the  in- 

astringents  externally,  are  the  best  re-  testine  by  a  broad  base,  or  isnot  internal, 

medics.    At  first,  perhaps,  give  a  dose  then  excision  is  the  quickest  method  of 

of  castor  oil,  or  an  aperient  of  senna  relief,  but  when  it  arises  by  a  broad 

and  manna,  and  sulphate  of  magnesia  base,  or  is  internal,  then  tlie  removal 

combined,  or  any  other  aperient,  except  by  liga  ture  is  preferable.    In  Elizabeth 

aloes  and  scammony,  which  will  answer  Brown's  case—Female  ward.  No.  3 — 

the    effect    of   relieving    the   bowels,  excision  answered  very  well,  as  the 

After  this  order  laxatives :  such  as  the  piles  were  external,  and  attached  by  a 

Confectio  sennas  alone,  or   combined  pedicle,  but  in  the  present  case,  where 

with  potass,  supertart,  or  sulph.sublim.  they  are  of  immense  size,  there  woald 

and  (Icsirc  the  patient  to  foment  with  be  great  danger  of  hromorrha^;  hsmor- 

the  decoct,  papjiver  alb. ;  or  sit  over  a  hage  of  so  fearful  a  descnption  that 

bidet  of  wann  water.  Apply  a  solution  the  death  of  the  patient  might  be  the 

of  liq.  plumb,  acet.  dif.     l^se  a  cool-  termination.  I  have  seen  hasmorrhoidi 

ing  ointment,  such  as    cerat.  plumbi  removed  by  excision,  where  the  bleed- 

acet.,  or  if  the  hccmorrhoid    requires  ing  was  so  great,  that  the  sui^geon  has 

being  constringed,  employ  the    ung.  been  obliged  to  remain  with  the  patient 

galli,  the  ung.  oxyd.  zmci,  &c. ;  also,  forhours,cmployingice,pledgetsoflinL 

should  they  be  in  a  relaxed  state,  desire  and  styptics  of  every  description,  and 

the  patient  to  use  an  injection  of  the  it  has  been  with  extreme  difficulty  the 

decoction  of  the  elm  or  oak  bark,  with  bleeding  has  been  made  to  cease.     I  re- 

the  addition  of  alum  in  proper  propor-  member  some  years   ago  assisting  a 

tions.  surgeon  of  great   eminence,  of   this 

In  some  cases  it  has  been  recom-  town,  who  is  now  dead,  to  remove  some 
mended  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper  to  punc-  internal  piles  from  a  naval  officer  of 
ture  the  pile  with  the  i)oint  of  a  lancet,  distinction.    The  operation  was  effected 
and  squeeze  out  its  contents.     This  with  great  skill,  but  hemorrhage  super- 
should  be  done  cautiously,  for  fear  of  vened.    Without  exaggeration,  I  may 
haemorrhage.      In  chronic    piles  the  say  that  at  least   a  moderate    sised 
confectio  piperis    has  been  of   great  chamber-pot  full  of  blood  was  lost  he- 
service,  continued  for  some  time.    It  for^  it  could  be  stopped.    The  surgeon 
appears  to  stimulate,  and  give  a  new  expressed  to  me  that  ne  was  never  more 
action    to    the    parts.      If  the  piles  alarmed  in  his  life ;  so  little  control, 
are  inflamed,  then  apply  leeches  uj^n  for  hours,  had  he  over  the  bleeding, 
them,  or  to  the  verge  of  the  anus.  At  length,  by  ice,  pledgets  of  lint,  and 
using  an  evaporating  lotion,  a  poultice,  the  exhaustion  of  the  patient,  &c.,  the 
an  opium  injection,  or  an  opium  oint-  vessels  became  pluc^ged  up  by  coagu- 
ment,  as  the  case  may  require,  repeat-  lation.      I    ackno^-ledge   the    fearful 
ing  all  these  remedies  as  often  as  they  hsmorrhage  in  this  case  determined 
may  be  necessary.   The  diet  is  of  great  me  never  to  remove  jnles  by  excision 
importance;  it  should  be  bland,  and  unless  I  was  certain  no  bleeding  of  con- 
meat  should  be  avoided.  Gruel,  arrow-  sequence  could  occur  j    for  although 
root,  puddings,  macaroni,  &c.,  is  the  in  six  cases  it  might  succeed,  yet  in 
best  food.  the  seventh  the  loss  of  life  might  be 

The  case  before  us  is  one  of  agcra-  the  result  from  this  cause.    Sir  Astley 

vated  piles ;  so  aggravated,  that  when  Cooper,  in  his  Lectures,  mentions  two 

protruded  at  the  expulsion  of  the  faices,  or   three    cases    where    htemorrhoids 

they  arc  retained  by  the  sphincter  of  the  were  removed  by  excision,  and  death 

rectum,  and  cannot  return  with  the  from    hoBmorrliage     was    the    result, 

bowel  by  the  action  of  the  levator  ani ;  One  w.is  in  the  i>erson  of  a  nobleman 

consequently  they  remain  with  that  part  in  whom  two  operations  by  excision 
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vere  perfonncd.    The  first  succeeded,  had  I  am  of  the  same  opinion.    I  have 

but  in    the  second  hemorrhage  fol-  observed  that  when    internal  vessels 

kfwed,  from  which  he  died.    Sir  Astley  are  wounded,  we  have  but  little  control 

telates  his  case  thus:  ^  over  them;   and  this  most  probably 

"^  Five  years  ago  a  nobleman  applied  arises  from  the  warmth  of  tne  part, 
to  me  with  internal  piles.  I  was  upon  and  their  little  power  of  contractility 
my  guard  in  this  case,  and  said  I  did  in  comparison  to  vessels  more  external, 
not  like  to  remove  the  piles  without  a  There  are  two  modes  of  applying  a 
consultation.  A  consultation  was  held,  ligature  to  hcemorrhoids ;  one  by  sur- 
and  the  removal  by  e»Hsion  was  agreed  rounding  them  at  Uieir  base,  the  other 
to;  I  accordingly  removed  them,  and  by  passing  a  double  ligature  throuc^h 
he  was  well  in  a  very  few  days.  Two  their  centre,  at  their  base,  by  a  needle, 
years  after  he  sent  for  me  again,  and  and  then  tying  each  half  separately, 
said  that  he  had  some  more  of  these  When  the  pile  is  not  large,  the  first  of 
piles,  with  prolapsus  ani,  and  that  he  these  methods  is  liest ;  but  when  it  is 
wished  me  to  cut  them  off  again ;  I  did  the  latter  is  preferable.  Should  there 
so,  and  as  I  advised  the  recumbent  be  any  doubt  whether  the  vessels  sup- 
posture  he  went  immediately  to  bed.  i)lying  the  pile  can  be  strangulated  by 
As  I  was  anxious  about  this  patient,  I  tying  the  whole  base  of  the  tumor,  it  is, 
did  not  immediately  quit  the  room,  but  better  at  once  to  use  the  double  ligature, 
stood  chatting  with  him  for  a  short  time,  By  doing  so  you  will  be  certain  of 
when  he  saia,  I  believe  you  must  quit  cutting  off  the  supply  of  blood,  and  the 
the  room,  for  I  must  have  a  motion.  I  heemorrhoid  must  slough  off;  for  by 
went  out  of  the  room,  and  upon  re*  piercing  the  base  at  the  middle  with  a 
turning  shortly  after  I  found  him  trying  double  Ligature,  you  immediatelydestroy 
to  get  into  bea,  and  upon  looking  into  the  circulation  through  the  vessels  ht 
the  vessel  I  perceivea  a  considerable  the  centre,  and  thus  tne  death  of  the 
quantity  of  blood  init.  In  a  few  minutes  part  is  certain. 

after,  he  said  he  must  have  another  Before  the  operation  is  performed 
motion,  got  out  of  bed,  and  again  dis-  the  patientshoufd  be  desired  to  protrude 
charged  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  bowel,  when  the  piles  will  be  ex- 
blood.  This  he  did  four  different  times;  posed.  He  will  probably  find  it  most 
one  of  the  hemorrhoidal  arteries  in  the  convenient  to  lean  forward  on  the  edge 
centre  of  one  of  the  piles  which  had  of  the  bed,  or  to  lie  down  on  the  side, 
been  removed  was  divided,  and  as  I  to  effect  this  object.  Having  ascertained 
was  determined  he  should  not  die  of  the  number  of  the  tumors,  and  com- 
hemorrhage,  I  said  I  must  secure  the  pletely  defined  their  base,  you  tlu*ead  a 
vessel  which  bled,  and  with  a  speculum  curved  needle,  or  a  pile  needle  made 
ani  I  opened  the  rectum  sufficiently  to  for  the  purpose,  with  a  double  ligature, 
aee  the  blood-vessel,  took  it  up  with  a  You  then  pass  the  point  of  the  needle 
tenaculum,  and  pdt  a  ligature  round  it  through  the  base  of  the  pile :  having 
On  the  following  day  I  found  the  pa-  done  so,  you  cut  the  ligature  and  take 
tient,  who  was  much  advanced  in  years,  the  needle  away,  whereby  you  have 
extremdy  weak ;  he  had  had  a  severe  two  distinct  threads  through  it :  you 
rigor,  he  grew  gradually  worse,  and  in  now  tie  each  thread  tightly  on  each 
four  days  after  ne  died.  On  examina-  side  of  the  base  of  the  pile,  and  thus 
tion  of  the  body  there  appeared  to  be  you  completely  strangulate  the  vessels 
some  sli^t  disease  of  the  intestines,  supplying  it.  You  treat  each  heemor- 
but  not  sufficient  to  account  for  death ;  rhoid  in  the  same  manner,  when  in  a 
he  was  seventy-four  years  of  age."  few  days  they  all  slough  off,  and  the 

In  another  mstance,  also,  Sir  Astley  bowel  heals.    Sometimes  it  happens 

was  asked  to  see  a  gentleman  who  had  that  another  crop  of  piles  makes  its 

been  operated  on  by  another  surgeon,  appearance  when  the  first  you  have  tied 

The  pnes  had  been  excised  by  the  disappears:  this  is  owing  to  there  being 

scissors,  and  the  patient  evacuated  such  more  left  behind   internally.    Under 

a  quantity  of  blood  from  time  to  time  such  circumstances  you  must  tie  them 

Chat  he  died  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  others  were. 

He  therefore,  however  the  operation  I  shall  now  relate  some  cases. 

in  some  cases  may  be  successful,  was  W.  Simmons,  set.  45,  was  admitted 

strongly  against  tneir  removal  by  ex-  into    this    infirmary  during   the    la&t 

cision.    From  the  experience  I  have  summer,  havitv^  ^  ^^-sXa^vv  ^^>  ^^^mk 

801.'Xxxii. 
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round  the  verge  of  the  anua,  and  inter-  ing  or  riding.  In  one  instance,  a  gentle- 

nal  piles  of  so  large  a  kind,  that,  when  man  was  extremely  fond  of  shooting, 

he  evacuated  )ns  rectum,  the  eut  re-  but  after  he  had  walked  one  day  he 

mained  like  prolapsus  ani,  and  ne  was  was  attacked  by  piles  to  such  a  degree 

obliged  to  return  it  with  his  fingers,  or  that  he  was  obliged  to  give   up  the 

it  would  have  continued  down.    He  sport  and  lie  upon  the  sofa.  This  was  a 

had  been  in  this  state  for  some  years,  source  of  great  vexation  to  him,  for  he 

None  of  the  common  remedies  could  enjoyed  the  amusement  beyond  onr- 

have  been    of  the  slightest  service;  thing,  and  had  excellent  manors.    lie 

consequently,  as  you  saw,  I  tied  these  had  employed  all  the  palliative  mea- 

piles  (six  in  number),  in  the  manner  I  sures  over  and  over  again,  but  thcv 

have  described,  and  in  a  week  they  all  gave  him  no  permanent  relief.     Each 

sloughed  oflT,  and  in  a  few  days  after*  time  he  went  out,  the  next  day  he  was 

wards  the  man  went  away  quite  well,  attacked,  and  at  length  was  forced  to 

The  second  case,  which  occurred  in  relinquish  his  favourite  pursuit.  This 
Captain  C,  was  even  worse  than  the  he  had  done  for  a  year  or  two  when  he 
last  He  actually,  from  this  disease,  told  me  of  his  distressing  situation, 
had  been  obliged  to  sell  out  and  leave  On  protruding  tlic  piles  they  were  of 
his  regiment.  One  of  you  assisted  me  immense  size,  four  or  five  in  number, 
in  removing  these  haemorrhoids ;  and  and  in  two  of  them  their  base  was  as 
so  numerous  were  they,  that  when  the  large  as  the  circumference  of  half-a- 
first  crop  which  1  had  tied  sloughed  off,  crown.  He  told  me  that  every  nu>m* 
a  second  made  its  appearance,  and  ing  after  he  had  gone  to  the  water- 
was  removed  in  the  same  manner,  closet,  he  was  obliged  to  sit  for  half  an 
This  case  did  remarkably  well.  I  have  hour,  or  more,  to  return  them  back  with 
frequently  heard  from  the  gentleman,  his  fini^ers,  and  that  he  really  was  most 
and  he  keeps  in  excellent  health,  and  miserable.  I  gave  him  my  opinion 
since  is  married.  that,  however  severe  the  case  might  be, 

The  third  case  occurred  in  a  Mr.  W.,  yet  if  he  would  consent  to  have  them 
who  was  in  one  of  the  government  tied  in  the  manner  I  pronosed,  I  felt 
offices.  Beinff  constantly  obliged  to  certain  he  might  get  ria  of  this  annoy- 
sit,  he  suflcred  the  greatest  agony :  at  ance.  He  readily  agreed  to  mj  pro- 
length  he  began  to  feel  that  he  must  posal..  Having  pre|)ared  him  for  the 
give  up  his  employment.  He  was  a  operation,  by  giving  aperients,  &c.  and 
friend  of  mine,  and  consulted  me  upon  ordering  him  moderate  diet,  I  accord- 
his  case.  I  told  him  he  might  get  rid  ingly  tied  the  piles.  Not  so  much 
of  his  annoyance  with  but  little  trouble  riain  was  experienced  as  might  have 
and  little  pain.  He  consented  that  I  been  expected.  In  five  or  six  days 
should  operate  upon  him;  1  did  so.  they  sloughed  off,  but  the  surfece  of 
In  a  week  or  ton  days  all  the  piles,  the  bases  of  them  wdre  so  great  that  it 
which  had  been  a  source  of  vexation  took  some  little  time  to  neal  them, 
to  him  for  years,  dropped  of!',  and  he  In  six  meeks  he  returned  home  quite 
has  never  since  liad  any  return  of  them.  well.    This  was  two  or  three  years  ago. 

The  fourth  ease  was  in  a  gentleman  I  have  both  seen  and  heard  from  him 
who  had  also  an  aiTection  of  the  lungs,  freauently  since,  and  he  remains  quite 
Independent  of  a  cough  and  short  well,  and  pursues  his  favourite  sport- 
breath,  he  was  teased  to  death  with  shooting. 

ulcerated  piles— so  much  so  that  there  In  another  case,  a  gentleman  of  con- 

were  very  few  chairs  he  could  sit  down  sideruble  consequence  was  excessively 

upon.     He  was    perfectly  miserHble.  fund  of  hunting,     lie  was,  however^ 

He  had  but  little  idea  that  any  thing  extremely  alHicted  with  ha-morrhoids. 


being    

with    but    little    trouble,  his  disease  in  blood  posteriorly  from  hiemorrhage ; 

might  be  cured.     He  nllowed  me  to  tie  so  much  bo,  that  it  was  rcmiirked  by 

ligatures  round  his  haniorrhoidK,  and  the  whole  field.    This  state  of  things 

in  a  fortnight  he  was  well.  went  on  for  a  considerable  time,  when 

I  have  known  cases  of  hocmorrhoids  he  consulted  me.     1  found  that  the 

so  bad  that  they  have  been  the  cause  piles  could  be  easily  removed  by  liga^ 

of  preventing  the  individual  from  wnlk-  ture.      The  operation  was  performed, 
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and  in  a  few  days  he  got  rid  of  what  nntrition  in  the  non-vaicular  tiatues, 

had  annoyed  him  for  niany  years  of  his  which  are  divided  into  the  three  follow- 

life.  inff  classes,  viz.  :«— 

It  is  unnecessary  to  relate  any  more  The  first,  comprehending  articular 

cases.    All  of  these  some  of  you  have  cartilage  and  the  cartilage  of  the  dif- 

seen,  either  in  the  infirmary  or  in  my  pri-  ferent  classes  of  fibro-cartilage. 

vate  practice.   I  have  neglected  to  mien-  The  second  comprises  the  cornea,  the 

tion  a  few  circumstances  in  the  treatment  crystalline    lens,   and    the    vitreous 

of  these  cases.    In  the  first  place  you  humour. 

must  take  care  to  have  the  bowels  well  The  third  class  includes  the  epider- 

cpened  before  the  operation,  which  will  moid  appendages,  viz.  the  epithelium, 

be  best  effected  by  castor  oil,  the  com-  the  epidermis,  nails  and  claws,  hoofs, 

pound  senna  draught,  or  perhaps  a  dose  hair  and  bristles,  feathers,  horn,  and 

of  jalap,  or  what  may  best  suit  the  teeth. 

patient.  When  the  operation  has  been  The  author  then  proeeeds  to  show 
performed,  and  you  are  certain  that  that  the  due  action  oi  the  organs,  into 
the  piles  are  perfectly  strangulated,  the  composition  of  which  these  tissues 
there  can  be  no  objecuon,  if  tney  are  enter,  is  incompatible  with  their  vas« 
very  large,  and  obstruct  the  passage  of  cularity.  In  proof  of  the  non-existence 
the  rectum,  to  cut  off  their  upper  por-  of  blood-vessels  in  these  tissues,  he 
tion;  for  then  noT  bleeding  can  take  states  that  he  has  demonstrated,  by 
place.  If  there  is  great  pain,  a  poultice  means  of  injections,  that  the  arteries, 
may  be  ai)plied,  in  a  simple  form,  with  which  previous  anatomists  had  sup- 
the  addition  of  Tinct.  Opii.  Having  posed  to  penetrate  into  their  substance, 
well  opened  the  bowels  before  the  either  as  serous  vessels,  or  as  red  blood- 
operation,  it  is  not  desirable  to  give  vessels  too  minute  for  injection,  actu- 
any  aperient  undl  the  piles  have  ally  terminate  in  veins  before  reaching 
sloughed  off.  them  ;  he  also  shows  that  around  these 


non-vascular  tissues  there  are  numerous 

RBSEARCHBS  vascular  convolutions,  larse  dilatations, 

».«....«  -.<>  — «—  —  ^^^  intricate  plexuses  of  hlood-vessels, 

TXMDING  TO  PROVB  TUB  .,  i»       x      *       !_•    i.    i-       i     i»  *       i. 

the  object  of  which  he  believes  to  be 

NON-VASCULARITY   AND  THE  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  blood,  and 

PECULIAR  UNIFORM  MODE  OF  to  allow  a  large  quantity  of  it  to  circu- 

ORGANIZATION  AND  NUTRITION  late  alowly  around  these  tissues,   so 

OF  CERTAIN  ANIMAL  TISSUES,  J^a^  its  nutrient  liquor  may  penetrate 

into  and  be  diffiised   through  them. 

**''"^'  The  author  states  that  all  the  non-vas- 

Artkmlar  CariUage,  and  the  Cartilage  of  culnr  tissues  have  an  analogous  struc- 

the  different  clasMeeqf  mjy.Cartilage^^  ture,  and   that  they  are  composed  of 

'*!^^^f*'  '^^^y»^^ll*ne  Lens  and  corpuscles,  to  which  he  is  induced  to 

^   Z'-I^HS^r^'^A  """i  '^'^  ascH^  the  performance  of  the  very 

Ev^d^rmoid  Appendagee*.  important  functions  in  the  process  of 

By  J^  Totnbbb,  Esq.  F.R.S.  their  nutrition,  of  circulating  through- 
Surgcon  to  the  St  George's  and  St.  James's  out,  and  perhaps  of  changing  the  nature 
Dispensary.  of  the  nutrient  fluid  which  is  i>rought 
(For  the  Medical  Gazette.)  bv  blood-vessels  to  their  circumference. 
-—  The  author  then  brings  forward  facts 
Iv  the  Introduction  to  this  paper  the  in  i)roof  of  the  active  and  vital  pro- 
anthor  first  speaks  of  the  process  of  perties  of  these  corpuscles,  and  con- 
nutrition  in  those  animal  tissues  which  eludes  his  Introduction  by  stating,  that 
ore  pervaded  by  the  ramifications  of  it  api^ears  to  him,  that  the  only  differ- 
blood-vessels,  pointing  out  the  circum-  ence  in  the  mode  of  nutrition  of  the 
stance  that  even  in  them  there  is  a  con-  tissues  which  contain  blood-vessels  and 
giderable    extent    of  tissue  which  is  those  which  do  not  is,  that  in  theyormer, 
nourished  without   being   in   contact  the  fluid  which  nourishes  them  is  de- 
with  vessels.    The  knowledge  of  this  rived  from  the  blood  that  circulates 
iact  leads  to  the  study  of  the  mode  of  throughout  the  capillaries  contained  in 
—-— ■ r^v  ,.  .»    ^7~. 7:~.  ^^^*r  substance ;  whilst,  in  the  latter. 

i;jisnrtrs:^:^iC:S"^'^  *»»«  Butdent  aum  e^ude,  mto  th^^ 

prrtent  Is  *  brief  abstract.  from  the  large  ^mvoi  a>A»X.^\  N«as«w%  ve«^. 
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arc  distributed  around  them ;  and  that 
in  boili  dasses,  the  particles  of  which 
ihc  tissues  arc  composed  derive  from 
ihia  fluid  the  eleuicnts  which  nourish 

The  author  then  enters  on  an  ex- 
amination of  the  stniclurc  and  mode  of 
nutrition  of  the  several  tissues  of  each 
of  these  three  clnsses. 

In  considering  the  First  Class,  the 
development  of  articular  cartilage  ia 
described  at  great  length  durim;  its 
various  staees  and  at  tlic  diflrrent 
periods  of  iifc.  Numuro us  dissections 
of  the  ovum  and  foetus  are  given  in 
detail  to  illustTHtc  thc^rif  ilage,  during 
which  it  is  shewn  that  no  vessels  enter 
into  the  substance  of  any  of  the  tex- 
tures composing  a  joint,  but  that  the 
chnnges  they  undergo  are  effected  by 
the  nutrient  fluid  from  the  large  blood- 
vessels, by  which  each  articulation  is 
surrounded.  In  the  irconif  ttagt  uf 
the  development  of  articular  cartilage 
it  is  shown  that  the  epiphysal  carti- 
la^  is  gradually  hollowed  into  canals, 
within  which  blood-vessels  arc  ex- 
tended, which  converge  towards  the 
attached  surface  of  the  articular  car- 
tilage i  in  this  stage  vessels  arc  also 
profongcd  over  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  free  surface  of  the  cartilage 
between  it  and  the  synovial  membrane. 

In  the  third  »lagt,  that  which  is 
exhibited  in  adult  life,  the  epiphysal 
cartilage  is  converted  into  osseous  can- 
celli.  These  contain  Urge  and  very 
numerous  blood-vessels,  ramifying 
throughout  the  whole  of  their  cavity, 
and  are  separated  from  the  arlicular 
cartilage  by  a  veiy  flue  but  complete 
lamina  of  bone,  the  articular  lamellii, 
which  is  compcttcd  of  corpuscles,  and 


the  author  bclieres  that  the  principal 
source  of  nutrition  to  the  articulu  car- 
tilage is  the  nutrient  fluid  eliminated 
by  the  large  vcasels  of  the  eimcelli,  and 
which  permeates  the  articular  1»inpll» 
The  free  surface  of  adult  articular  car- 
tibge  is  nourished  b^   vesaela  which 
extend  to  a  short  distance   over   its 
margin,  and  between  it  and  the  aynoviil 
membrane.*  It  is  quite  certain  tnat  the 
A  iielion  ^  pari  uf  the  it{ferior  txlrtmilf 
of  Iht  o»  ftmoriM,  wAoteinff  Iht  rrUliam 
if  tht  blood-vfiteii  qfa  bone  /•  IM€*rti- 
eiilar  rerlilage  covering  it. 


A,  The   imprrvimi*  layer  o 


a  irhich  Ihc  uitlkie  ii  ttlKlwd, 


:e  of  lite  erticulRr 


A,  The  irtjeulu' cwtilan. 
H,  Tht  irtieuliir  lamella. 
L,  The  blood-veueii  of  tbe  eanoBlII. 

vessels  thus  situated  do  not  enter  the 
substance  of  the  articular  cartilage, 
inasmuch  as  the  arteries  terminate  ill 
veins  at  the  circumference  of  the 
latter.  In  this  situation  the  arteriu 
become  continuous  with  the  veins  in 
the  following  ways  ;  firstly,  bvtheir  all 
ending  in  a  single  vcasel  similar  to  the 
terminal  sinus  in  the  vascular  area  of 
the  chick,  from  which  the  veins  arise ; 
Kcondly,  the  arteries  terminate  in  di- 
lated cavities,  which  give  origin  to 
veins;  and  lastly,  the  two  sets  of  Tea- 
sels arc  directly  continuous  by  mean* 
of  loops  of  various  characters  :  the 
apparent  object  of  all  these  modifico-' 


97  probable  that  lynDvia,  a  higlilv 
...  .  fluid,  hai  •oaw  ahan:  in  the  notnlioB 
or  anicular  cartilaitiL  eapeclalhi  aa  it  appewv 
that  rat  onilage*,  witboDI  having  any  aliacli- 
nienl  to  Ihe  •ynuyial  membrane,  arc  iXevetoped 
■nil  Knm  OoaliDK  lu  It. 
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tionB  is  to  cause  a  considerable  quantity 
of  blood  to  circulate  slowly  in  the 
vicinity  of  articular  cartilage. 

The  author  points  out  the  presence 
of  iiiie  tubes  which  pervade  the  attached 
portion  of  articular  cartilage :  to  these  he 
ascribes  the  function  of  transmittinK 
throughits  sabatancc  the  nutritive  fluid 
derived  from  the  vessels  of  the  cancelli, 
and  he  also  shows  that  articular  carti- 
lage becomes  thinner  as  man  advances 
in  life,  and  that  this  chan^  is  efTccted 
by  its  gradual  conversion  into  bone,  a 
process  which  is  always  goine  on. 

Fibro-Cartilages  constitute  the  second 
tissue  of  the  Rrat  class :  they  are  divided 
Vetirli  tilaated  ielieten  lAt  lynovial  niMn. 

brane  and  Iht  border  nf  tht  articular 

cartilage  qf  the  eondjflt  qflAt  otfenorU 

at  tht  prriod  i^  birth. 


does  not  o 


fibrons  portion :  these  have  the  function 
of  nourishing  the  part  that  is  carti- 
laginous, which,  being  subject  t( 
pression  and  concussion,  does  nc 

The  Cornea,  Crystalline  Lens,  and 
Vitreous  Humour,  are  included  in  the 
Second  Class  of  extra- vascular  tissues. 

1,  The  structure  of  the  cnrnea  is  de- 
scribedasbeingverylax,  nndcontaining 
corpuscles  only  in  a  small  i^unntitv, 
mixed  withbright  fibres.  Theopmionsin 
faTour  of  its  vascularity  are  combated, 
and  it  is  shewn  that  the  blood-vessela 
which  conver^  towards  its  circum- 
disposed   in  two  different 


fere  nee 


A,  The  uticDlu  cDtilage ;  B,  Its  mancin : 
CtkcCTnOVklmemtmnei  D,  tbe  liniTle  TCwd 
fa)  wUcb  the  ulcrte*  tooluta ;  «,  krterjr  | 


by  the  author  into  two  classes; 


comprising 


those  which  are  not  covered 


A,  the  tne  inlrrnml  boidrr  of  lb>  flbm-ciHi 


wpumnon 


airtiIi<F ;  C,  the  tine  of  i 


Riprf*nli  thi  venth  Clerotieo-coriual} 
titMittd  in  tht  tubttauee  of  iht  leltmtie 
t,  which  approach  Iha  bordrr  qf 


lined  bv  it.  The  structure  of  fibra-car> 
tilage  IS  carefully  investigated,  and  in 
order  to  arrive  at  some  definite  conclu- 
sions on  this  subject,  whereon  anato- 
Inists  of  all  ageahave  so  much  differed, 
he  made  numerous  dissections  of  fibro- 
cartilagea  in  the  different  classes  of 
animals  at  various  periods  of  their  deve- 
lopment, the  results  of  which  he  details. 
He  shows  that  this  tissue  is  composed  of 
cartilaginous  corpuscles  and  of  fibres; 
thelatterprepondeiatinginadult  life,  the 
former  in  infancy ;  and  that  during  life 
the  corpuscles  are  gradually  converted 
into  fibres.  He  enters  nt  length  into 
the  question  of  the  vascularity  of  these 
cartilages  ;  and  from  a  careful  study  of 
many  injected  specimens  of  man  and 
animals  at  various  periods  of  their  de- 
velopment, the  particular  results  of 
which  he  relates,  he  states  (hat  blood- 
vessels are   contained  only    in    their 
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ways ;  thMe  which  nrc  the  principnl 
source  of  the  fluid  that  noizriihes  it,  and 
which  from  their  position  may  be  styled 
the  sclcrotico-comcul  artc^ries,  are  large 
and  numerous ;  thry  ftrc  situated  in  the 
mibatance  of  the  sclerotic,  and  they 
converge  to  the  point  where  this  latter 
structure  joins  the  coiiiea,  in  which 
position,  without  much  diminution  in 
their  site,  they  suddenly  become  con- 
tinuous with  the  veins  that  take  a  retro- 
grade  course.  < 

A  second  set,  the  eonjnnctivo-comeal 
arteries,  pass  over  n  smnll  extent  of  the 
tnrfticc  of  the  cornea,  where  they  form 
a  nnrrow  band :  the  arteries  terniinate 
by  forming  loops  with  the  veins,  and 
do  not  penetrate  the  substance  of  the 
cornea. 


Stpraenit  Ihe  modr  in  wM!eA  the  blood- 
vrueU  art  diilrituled  that  noktmA  Ikt 
ayilallint  letu.    HtmaaJatMt. 


F-if0 


circumremice  of  Ibr  Itiu  ;  a,  wrtcry  g 

fluid  brought  by  the  latter  ia  dilTused 
through  its  substnnce  by  means  of  the 
corpuscles  of  which  its  membrane  ia 
composed,  assisted  by  the  semi-fluid 
character  of  the  humour. 

The  Third  Class  of  extia-Tascnlar 
tissues  comprehends  the  epidcnooid 
appendDKes.  The  author  describes 
them  air  as  composed  of  coiposcle^ 
which  arc  round  and  soft  where  they 
arc  in  contact  with  Ihe  vascular  choiion, 
compressed  and  flattened  where  they 
nrfaceqflht  ecntia,  brfwetn  it  and  tit  arc  iiirther  removed  from  it.  He  pcKOU 
out,  in  the  substance  of  the  hoof  of  the 
hoise,  the  existence  of  fine  canaL-i, 
which  he  supposes  to  conduct  flnid 
throu^  ita  mass  ;  and  he  states  thai 
the  perspiratory  ducts  of  the  htumn 


Srprtttnti  lit  tnutU  (eoi^imeliro-eonitat) 


vcMBli ;  C,  tbe  Klerotic  j  o,  irtm ;  t,  tein, 
%  The  rrjr>(aNrnc/ra(  is  described  OB 
being  composed  of  corpuscles  of  which 
the  ndinling  fibres  are  constitoled. 
The  nrteria  ccntrahg  retina;  Is  the 
source  of  nutrition  to  this  organ ;  it 
ramifies  over  the  posterior  surface  of 
the  ca]isule  in  the  form  of  lat^ 
branches  i  these  pass  round  the  cir- 
cnmference,  upon  the  periphery  of 
which  they  become  straight,  and  lenni> 
natc  by  forming  loops  with  the  venous 
radicle*. 

3.  The  vilreonn  kunnmr  does  not 
pr<'sent  any  traces  of  vascularity,  and 
allhonch  many  anatomists  have  in 
gcnernl  terms  represented  the  arteria 
cenlrnlis  retime  as  giving  off  in  its 
course  through  the  organ  minute 
brenchp<i  into  it>i  sulislHnce,  slill  those 
who  linvc  paid  eiipeci.-\l  attention  to 
thiK  subject  ii,ive  not  been  able  to  find 
surh  vessels.  The  author  believes  that 
tlic  nutritiiiii  of  ihiij  slriictiire  is  nc- 
FOmjilibhcd  by  the  viucular  cilinry  pri>- 
ccbses  of  the  cliuroid,  and  titat  the 


subject  ])08sess  a  structure  analoaoot 
to  the  spiral  Tessels  of  plants.  TIm 
ButhoT  describes  each  of  the  tii>Tir< 
of  this  class,  and  shows  that  tbs 
various  modiflcations  presented  br 
the  vascular  svstcm  with  which  each 
is  in  contact  nave  the  sole  object  of 
enabling  a  large  quantity  of  blood  to 
npproncli  and  circulate  slowly  around 
them.  He  also  points  out,  in  connexion 
with  this  subject,  the  remarkable  vital 
properties  which  nrc  possessed  by  these 
non- vascular  tissues. 

In  the  conclusion  to  this  paper,  the 
author  states  that  his  object  has  been 
to  establish  as  a  law  in  animal  physio, 
logj-,  that  organs  are  capable  of  being 
nourished,  snd  of  increasing  in  size, 
without  the  presence  of  blood-vessels  in 
their  substance. 

The  nn'lication  of  the  above< 
named  law  to  tllc  study  of  Snratry, 
in    refi.-rc[K-e    to   the   causes    of   the 
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extension  of  vessels  into  the  extra-  wards  required;  and  Mr.  Baker,  a 
Tascular  tissaes  when  in  a  diseased  friend  of  the  family,  but  a  perfect 
state,  and  to  the  measures  to  be  adopted  stranger  to  myself,  was  requested  to 
for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  tnose  undertake  it.  Mr.  Baker  called  at  my 
affections  which  are  dependent  thereon ;  house  on  the  evening  of  the  day  after 
and  to  PaMo/<i>^y,  in  the  investigation  of  the  jurv  had  returned  their  verdict; 
the  nature  of  morbid  structures,  par-  and  to  nis  request,  that  I  would  assist 
ticularly  of  those  classes  which  contain  him  in  the  examination,  I  consented, 
no  blood-vessels,  will,  the  author  feels  I  enclose  you  the  notes  of  the  ap- 
certain,  be  productive  of  scientific  in-  ])carances  we  observed:  tliey  clearly 
terest,  and  of  practical  advantage.  ~  reveal  the  cause  of  death,  and  are  con- 
, [ elusive  as  to  the  object  for  which  the 

POST-MORTEM  EXAMINATION   IN  r?"ff""«  *A."Il^^i^'»;d\^ 

no  censure  on  tne  coroner  ana  jury, 

A  CASE  OF  SUDDEN  DEATH.  \j^i  [^f^y^  every  man  to  judge  for  him- 
self  whether  they  performed  their  duty 

n  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^^  intelligence  and  ability. 

I  am,  sir. 

Sir,  Your  obedient  servant, 

My  attention  has  been  directed  to  some  B.  Hands. 

remarks  that  have  been  made  in  the  Honwey,  March  2a,  1843. 

public  iournals  upon  the  case  of  sudden  y^^^,  ^y  ^f^^  examination  of  the  body  of 

death  that  has  recently  taken  place  in  ^j,.  ''Henry  Pledger,  at  Crotichend, 

this  village,  and  m  which  an  imputation  Hormeif,  on  the  evening  of  Wednes- 

has  been  cast  on  the  good  faith  of  the  ^     j.^^f,  o  1^43 

partieswhoexammed  thebody.  Asone  ^ 

of  these  individuals,  I  forward  to  you  a  There  was  nothing  peculiar  in  the 

statement  of  the  circumstances,  and  external  appearance  of  the  body,  nor 

our   notes    of    the   examination,   for  any  smell  that  excited  suspicion.     We 

the  purpose  of  placing  on  record  the  reflected  back  the  integuments  in  the 

facts  of  the  case,  which  have  not  yet,  usual  manner,  and,  upon  dividing  the 

as  far  as  I  am  aware,  been  fairly  placed  cartilages  of  the  ribs,  we  first  detected 

before  the  public.  the  smell  of  prussic  acid ;   the  further 

I  was  nastily  summoned,  on  the  we  proceeded  in  the  examination  the 
morning  of  Saturday,  the  4th  of  laorc  obvious  it  became,  till  at  length 
February,  to  the  shop  of  Mr.  Pledger,  a  it  was  almost  overpowering.  The 
druggist,  whom  I  found  on  the  floor,  viscera  of  the  chest  were  healthy.  The 
supportedby  one  or  two  individuals  re-  heart  particularly  attracted  attention, 
-simng  on  the  spot ;  a  slight  examina-  but  nothing  could  be  detected  to  ac- 
tion convinced  me  that  he  was  dead—  count  for  his  death, 
no  lingering  trace  of  vitality  remained.  The  abdominal  viscera  were  healthy ; 
The  thought  passed  through  mv  mind  there  was  no  trace  of  disease ;  and  we 
that  he  might  have  destroyed  timself,  remarked  that,  from  the  appearance  of 
and  on  looking  round  I  saw  on  the  the  organs,  he  might  have  lived  to  an 
ntantel-piece  of  the  adjoining  room  a  old  age.  A  ligature  was  placed  around 
phial  labelled  "  Ol.  Ess.  Amygd.  :'\but  e»ch  orifice  of  the  stomach,  which  was 
as  I  could  detect  no  smell  of  ft  when  I  removed  for  further  examination,thouffh 
examined  the  mouth  of  the  deceased,  I  the  odour  given  oflf  left  no  room  for 
concluded  that  he  had  died  from  an  doubt  as  to  its  contente. 
affection  of  the  heart  under  which  he  The  head  Was  not  examined, 
hadoftentold  me  that  he  was  labouring.  Siimed  ^i*"°.®®T*™' 

On  Tuesday  the  7th,  a  jury  assembled  ^         I  Benjamin  Hands, 

to    inquire    into   the    circumstances  We,  the  undersigned,  certify  that  we 

attending  his  death,  but  as  no  sus-  were  present  at  the  examination  of  the 

picion  was  created  in  their  minds,  they  body  of  Mr.  Henrv  Pledger,  that  we 

recordedaverdictof"  Died  by  visitation  were  not  aware  ot  any  peculiar  smell 

of  God."    So  suspicious,  however,  was  when  we  entered  the  room  where  the 

one  member  of  his    fiunily,  that  his  body  lay,  but  that  whilst  the  examina- 

death  had  not  been  a  natural  one,  that  tion  by  the  medical  gentlemen  was  pro- 

an  examination  of  the  body  was  after-  ceediug,  we  became  sensible  of   the 
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i^m'rJl  or  pru%*$ic  s.fid  ;  lixai  ii  became    d«.>  proper  hislorv  of  the  case.     He  faal 

ixifjie  p'yvKTr-jl  ^6  they  proceeded,  arid  been  aiiecied  aixnit  three  veekihri 

1 1  lilt  U*jm  who!  we  »«&w  Lnd  ^znclt  of  the  medical  geotleman,  who,  frooi  thepui 

eoijtwi*^  of  u**.-  fc-iomar  ^,  wt  eoTsiaer  and  teiii-mes*  of  the  belly,  and  wuic 

there  can  Ixr  iio  r-isoriLbk- (i''»i.bi  ihat  clayey  colour  of  the  stool«veDdeaToiued. 

JK  died  from  ihe  e  flee  it  of  {irnson.  by  rubbing  in  and  oiheribise.  to  hrin^ 

I  Tijomi"-  Comfjel'i— Brother-  on    mercurial   action,  hot    «'ith   verr 

4^; ,  5       i.'i-l;-w  to  t]]*:  deceas'rl.  i)£;rt)h.l  effect,  for  two  daja  oiiIt  mo- 

i   Ix'i'j^'-u^'^  liaiilie — Mcuice.1  cunDjg  a  s>hgbt  alteration  of  the  stool*. 

f  pupil.  It  was  about  five  or  six  weeks   after 

N.R-Tl.e  wiorR^:cVi  ^nd  its  contenlfe  ^1,".'*    ^  .«*'«^    him-^    most    m  rttchcd 

are  in  the  p'^w^r.=sion  of  Mr.  Baker.  objtct     worn    almost    to  a    Bkelcion. 

*  He  hod  grejit  pain,  pumne»,  and  ten- 

^iULPHATE  OF  QUININE.  ^^m^^^  of  the  abdomen,  paxticulariy 

in  the  rpsnon  of  the  hver  and  of  the 

hyiofTiStnum.  with  scanty,  irreg'niar, 

T'j  M*  EdU'jr  of  the  M^ical  CczHU.  ?»"<!  c^.rtv- col  cured  stools,  weak  and  fee- 
ble pulse,  and,  in  short,  the  case  was  a 

^'"'  mofrt  miserable  and  hopeless  one.     Re- 

I  uu'^KKVK  hi  the  Mi.bJr  u.  G^zltte  of  collecting  a  practice  1  often  foUowed  of 

Ml  Jfifj-j.^rv  Ufct,  the  following  para-  exhibiting  mercury  to  detect  eolletrtion* 

graiih,   without    any  oUervations  at-  of  matter  in  the  hver,  which,  when  this 

ta^jhed.    "  Sulphate  of  Quinine.    Ac-  is  present,  seldom  salivates,  and  always 

cordinjf    to  a    Parisian    journal    (the  weakens  and  injures  the    patient,  I 

Kxaiuinateur    Medical,    of   December  thought  it  not  unlikely  that  this  patient 

l.'/th),    ficrious   i>vmptom»j,    and    even  might  have  had  the  injurious  eflects  of 

d''nth   itfif-lf,  haa  lately  followed  the  an  injudicious  use  of  mercury  added  to 

adffjiriiKtrution    of     large     doses    of  his  original  ailments;  and  partljr  with  a 

sulphate' of  quinine  in  the  h'^spitals."  view  to  recover  him  from  this,  and 

It  would  have  l>cen  more  satisfactory  partlv  to  try  to  give  him  temporary 

had  fill  analvfeis  of  the  f»alt  U-en  given,  relief,  I  ordered  him  the  sulphate  of 

UH  we  know'tliat  it  is  frequently  adul-  quinine,  conium  and  hyoscyamus^  with 

teniUil.     In  confirmation,  however,  of  a  Httle  carbonate  of  soda, in  the  usual 

the  o':eaftional  |>oiKonouK  proiK-rties  of  do$^es,  three  times  a  day.    In  the  course 

the  hulphiit<;  of  quinine,    I  find  the  of   twenty-four    hours  his   sufierings 

followitig  futry  in  mv  c;u?c-book,  dated  were  greatlv  alleviated,  and  he  began 

IH'/J.    **  Lloyd  and  Ifaokney,  the  one  to  part  witn  large  and  copious  stoola, 

laUiuring  under  continued,  the  other  quite    altered    m    appearance,    being 

hilJou>«  remittent  fever.    Kxhihited  the  loaded  with  bile,  fa?culent,  and  lumpy, 

hiilphate  of  quinine  during  the  inter-  In  a  short  time  his  mouth    became 

niinhionh  of  the  fevrr.     In  hoth  cases  sore;  and  from  this  and  a  great  degree 

an  111  firming  Hyncfjjx;  was  pnxluced ;  of  faintness  and  exhaustion    coming 

ill  the  first  ;ifler  the  exhihiiion  of  48  on,  his  pills  were  refused,  and  con- 

^raiiiH,  and  in  the  hitter  of  42  grains,  scquently  omitted.    Whether  to  attri- 

Thr  average  daily  r|ijantilv  given  in  butc    the    faintness    and    exhaustion 

hoih  vnhv.H  did  not  exceed   4  grains,  to  the  quinine,  or  the  narcotics  pre- 

'I'Ih;  syncope  easily  yielded  to  cordials,  scribed  with  it,  I  can  scarcely  decide; 

and  tilt*  uNii.'il  iiKS'ins,  but  was  attende(l  but  the  quantity  of  quinine  taken  was 

with  a  pi'culiar  feeling  r>f  annihilation.  W  grains  (about  four  grains  daily  on 

The  drug  wiiH  iiuiiiedialcly  omitted,  and  (he  average)  and  the  symptoms  very 

no  evil  roiiM'fpieiiee  followed ;  on  the  fimilar  to  the  above-noted  cases.     In 

eontniry,    ln-alih    was    rapidly    esta-  the  .'i'kl  voh  of  the  Bthn.  Med.  Joum., 

hli^hfd.  there  arc  some  remarks  by  Dr.  Hardy 

O/'    ihf     infliitiife   of  niil/t/uite   of  on  the  same  influence  of  quinine  in 

tlHiuinr    ill   pi'iMhintuj    ihv    merrnrial  promoting  the  mercurial  action.     It  is 

f/r/fr/fi.— John  iN-illi'y  had  huflercd  for  to  he  remarked,  in  the  above  case,  that 

H  or  It)  nuMilhs  jirevioiih  to  my  Kceing  a  mercurial  action,  at  least  the  specific 

him,  rither  from  intlammafiiry  airtioii  action  of  mercury  on  the  system,  could 

of  thtr    (KTiloiieum,    or  Home  of    the  not  he  obtained  at  the  time  mercury 

vtuceraof  the  abdomen  I  hut  1  could  get  Wiis  exhibited,  but  that,  a  long  time 
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ftfter,  effects  the  «ame  as  thoseprod  need  by  the  registration  of  births,  deaths, 

by  mercury  were  obtained.  and  marriages,  in  the  Tarious  districts 

I  have  reason  to  believe  the  sulphate  ofEngland.   And  we  may  here  remark, 

of  quinine  employed  by  me  was  per-  ,        ,      ,.     ,        ,       ,          -»..■%! 

fectly  pure  — lam,  sir,  *^a'  ^^e  kingdom  has  been  divided 

Your  obedient  servant,  into  619  districts,  and  these  again  sub- 

Jambs  Ranking,  M.D.  divided  so  as  to  form  2184  minor  por- 

Ayr,  N.  B.  March  28, 1S4S.  ^on,^  aflTording  great  facilities  in  con- 


ducting statistical  inquiries. 

SPERMATOZOA  OBSERVED  A  SE-        The  births  and  deaths  are  registered 

COND  TIME  WITHIN  THE  OVUM,  according  to  districts,  and  the  calcula- 

By  Martin  Barry,  M.D.  F.R.SS.  L.&B.  tions  as  to  the  increase  or  decrease  of 

(jFbr  the  Medical  Gazette,)  population  made  from  the  documents 

thus  formed.     The  result  of  this  ar- 

o    ,  »  .         4\      '       1  •    X  J  rangement  according   to   districts  is. 

Several  months  since  1  communicated  ,  ^  ,  ?  -       ^  » , 

to  the  Royal  Society  the  fact  that  I  had  ^^^^  ^"^^  interested  may  form  tables 

observed,  and  shown  to  Professor  Owen  of  mortality,  and  estimate  the  mean 

and  others,    spermatozoa    within  the  duration  of  life  in  any  particular  situa- 

mammiferous  ovum.     The  ova  were  ^^n.    By  these  means  the  residents  in 
those  of  the  rabbit,  taken  twenty-four  j.  ^  •  ^       i      i..  ^  i 

hours  post  coUum  from  the  Fallopian  ^^7  ^^»'"«'  ^'  ^^^^7  ™*y  accurately 

tube*.  determine  the  salubrity  or  insalubrity 

I  have  this  day  confirmed  the  obser-  of  the  place,  and  compare  the  results 

yation ;  several  ova  from  the  Pallo^ian  ^th  those  obtained  in  any  other  pait 

tube  of  another  of  these  animals,  in  a  *  *i.    i .  _i  i  r        *•        *  ^u* 

somewhat  earlier  stage,  having  pre-  ^f  ^^^  kingdom.    Information  of  this 

sented  spermatozoa  in  their  interior,  kind  comes  home  to  the  feelings  of  every 

•  /  _^  •  A.\^  ^  A  %  A  •  \  *  ^  \-.  ^  •^  !•  11  1_1*1'a  1  ^ 


ovum  from  the  ovwy.  ,                 ^  ,    ..              ,     «,,        , 

-     ,     ,,    ^,     ..  the  means  of  their  removal.    Thevalne 

London,  31,  ui.  mo.  (Mu-ch)  1843.  .,               ,.^     ^         ,._                     ., 

of  human  life,  too,  diners  so  considera- 

'  bly  in  different  situations,  that  insur- 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  ance  companies  and  friendly  societies 

-,  ..        -     ..  •  .^.<«  will  probably  find  the  facts  thus  laid 

Friday ,  April! AMZ.  *      *u           *          u         •♦ 

^'    '^        '  open    to   them   of   much   assistance 

"""*  in  regulating  their  premiums  and  sub- 

"  Licet  omnlbM.UcetetUm  mihi,  diprniutem  gcriptions :  nor  is  it  easy  to  estimate 

i4r/i#  i/eatcMT  tueri ;  potestas  modo  veniendi  ID  .     '^                       i  .  i.     i_      •    r 

publicam  sit,  dicendi  periculam  non  recuso."  the  extent  to  which   the  information 

Cicero,  jhyg  obtained  may  influence  the  ope- 

""^  rations  of  such  bodies. 

POPULATION  OF  ENGLAND.  Much  statistical  information  of  ano- 

The  fourth  annual  Report  of  the  Re-  ther  kind  is  also  conveyed^such  as  the 

gistrar-General  to  the  Secretary  for  the  number  of  marriages,  the  ages  of  the 

Home    Department  contains   an  im-  parties,  their  amount  of  education,  and 

mense  mass  of  interesting  and  import-  various  other  important  points.     It  is 

ant  statistical  information.    The  por-  scarcely  possible  for  us  to  do  more 

tion  of  these  documents  on  which  we  than  allude  to  the  countless  accumula- 

purpose  making  some  remarks  relates  tion  of  facts  which  are  thus  brought 

to  the  progress  of  population,  as  shewn  together;  but  of  the  more  interesting 

-—  ^g  select  a  few  as  specimens. 

8.*w!»" ^'"'^'^ """*  RoyrtSociety.Dw.  ^^  marriages  appear  to  have  be«v 
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nearly  1  in  127 ;  the  births  1  in  32 ;  eastern,    and   metfopolitan    distrielii 

and  the  deaths  1  in  45,  of  the  whole  There  is  a  slight  excess  of  boys  over 

popalation.     This,  we  believe,  is  ra-  girls ;  and  this  excess  is  greatest  in  the 

ther  under  the  usual  calculation  as  to  northern,  and  least  in  the   soathen 

marriage ;  and  it  is  curious  to  observe,  parts  of  the  kingdom.     The  greatest 

that  the  marriages  in  the  last  year  number  of  births  take  place  in  winter 

were  nearly  3  per  cent,  less  than  the  and  spring;  and  it  is  remarkable  that, 

preceding,  relatively  to  the  female  po-  during  those  times,  the  excess  of  males 

pulation ;   the  decrease   having  been  over  females  is  also  most  conspiouoos. 

most  conspicuous  in  some  of  the  nor-  But  this  excess  does  not  endure  more 

them  divisions  of  the  kingdom.    The  than  the  first  twenty  years  of  life,  by 

greatest  number  of  marriages  relatively  which  period  the   sexes  are    nearly 

takes  place  in  the  metropolis,  a  cir-  equal,  owing  of  course  to  the  greater 

cumstance  which  seems  to  arise,  in  mortality  of  the  males.     More  deaths 

great   measure,  from    a   considerable  appear  to  have  occurred  in  1841  than 

number  of  persons  who  are  usually  in  any  other  year  of  the  period,  the 

resident  in  the  country  coming  to  Lon-  number  having  exceeded  that  of  some 

don  on  the  occasion  of  their  wedding,  of  the  previous  years  by  nearly  25,OO0L 

It  is  thought,  however,  that  after  mak-  It  has  long  been  known  that  the 

ing  due  allowance  for  this,  the  number  mortality  is  greater  in  cities  than  in 

of  marriages  is  still  somewhat  greater  the  country ;  and  the  causes  of  this 

proportionally  in  the  capital  than  else-  constitute  a  very  interesting  subject 

where.  of  inquir}',  with  reference  more  espe- 

Considerable  difference  is  observed,  cially  to  their  removal ;  and  we  are 
as  might  be  expected,  in  reference  to  age.  glad  to  learn  that,  in  some  of  the  pro- 
The proportion  of  women  who  marry  un-  vincial  towns  of  England,  they  are 
dcrageisnearlyas  3  to  1  when  compared  undergoing  rigid  examination.  One 
to  the  men,  and  in  London  is  so  high  point  clearly  made  out,  and  correspond- 
as  4i  to  1.  More  than  half  the  males  ing  with  what  might  be  expected,  is, 
were  married  between  20  and  25  years  that  the  mortality  in  towns  increases, 
of  age ;  and  nearly  the  same  holds  as  a  general  rule,  with  the  density  of 
good  with  regard  to  the  females;  but  the  population,  owing  in  great  measure 
of  the  latter,  (as  may  be  gathered  from  to  the  comparative  neglect  of  sewerage 
what  we  have  above  stated),  a  consi-  and  purification  in  the  poorer  districts, 
derable  number  were  under  20,  while  Another  very  interesting  point  is  the 
comparatively  few  of  the  men  were  so.  mortality  at  different  periods  of  life ; 
Yet  the  average  age  of  marriage,  on  bnt  it  is  too  intricate,  and  involves -too 
the  great  scale,  is  less  di£Berent  on  the  many  figures,  for  us  to  do  more  than 
two  sexes  than  the  preceding  state-  allude  to  it.  One  general  fact  may  be 
ments  might  lead  us  to  expect,  being  stated,  that,  under  ordinary  cireum- 
2')*5  years  for  the  men,  and  24*3  for  stances,  an  increase  of  mortality  is 
the  women.  chiefly  observable  among  those  under 

The  registration  of  births  seems  to  puberty,   and  among  the  aged ;    the 

be  conducted  in  an  unsatisfactory  man-  number  of  deaths  between  20  and  60 

ner,  the  omissions  amounting  to  not  varying  but  very  little, 

less  than  "  several  thousands."    The  Yet  another  curious  point,  illustrated 

proportion  of  births  is  above  the  ave-  by  the  marriage  registers,  is  the  state 

rage  in  the  northern  and  western  dib-  of  education.    The  parties  are  required 

tricls,  and  below  it   in    the  ^Vclch,  to  sign  their  names;  and  it  appearii 
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thftt,  on  the  average  of  three  yesrt,    wm'tounA  in  a  hoOUij  oonditkm  bdow 

33  men  and  49  women  per  cent,  could  J*  *T*.S!^'^'  ^  i^  wag  Bawn 

.  ^^  -  tiurongh  at  tfais  joint.    Mr.  Lane»  who  aa- 

not  do  80,   but  merely  put  a  mark,  .jg^d,    commanded  the   blood-veaaels  by 

Now,  taking  the  average  ages  of  those  pnmote  with  his  ihigen  on  the  external 

who  marry  at  25,  this  test  shews  us  ^  «*»y,  «>  ^  •^^^  T^,JJ^ 
A\.  ^  ^  if  ^  A'  »  A  A  hemorrhage  took  place.  What  little  oe- 
the  state   of  education  from  ten  to    jj,^^^  ^„  immcfiatdy  arrested  by  another 

twenty  years  ago,  when  it  appears  that,    Mnatant  graaping  the  flap  until  aa  many  as 

among  women,  very  nearly  one  half    ^  Hgatiiref  were  applied.  After  the  opwa- 

...     .. .    .,    .        ^.  turn  the  patient  earned  much  alarm  by  falling 

were  unable  to  write  their  own  names.    ^^^  ^  ^T^  ^^.^  ^^  ^p^^  J  .^  ^^ 

But  there  exists  a  great  difference  as  to    iienio  morUg;  but  the  was  soon  restored 

the  amount  of  education  in  different    fro™  *J««  condition.    The  stomp   healed 

-A     e  ax.    '^.^   .^  in.       •    n  faTomrably,  and  there  has  been  no  retnm  of 

parts  of  the  kingdom.    Thus,  m  Cum-    the  morbid  growth.    A  bngitndmal  section 

berland,  only   16  in   100  signed  the  haying  been  made  of  the  thigh  bone  and 

register  with  marks,  while  in  Bedford*  tnmor,  it  was  seen  to  consist  chiefly  of  a 

-.T»t«-  *\^^,^^  «.»>«»  i^o  «tI,/v  ma  •«  I  whitish,  elastic,  hard  tissne,  resembling  car- 

shire  there  were  52  who  did  80 !  tilage,  bat  rather  more  transparent.    There 

At  the  conclusion   of  the  report  a    was  ycry  little  deposit  of  osseous  structure 
hope  is  expressed  in  which  we  cordially    in  it,  and  the  tumor  appeared  more  con- 

concnr-namely.  that   the  regUtrars  jT^it^i?  ^ir^rV^T^^ 

Will  attend  to  the  classification  of  fatal  tinguishcd  in  the  morbid  mass,  from  pre- 

discases,  and  that  the  members  of  the  serring  its  sound  condition :  numerous  cysts 

medical  profession  will  assist,  as  ih  eomawpiqiting  with  each  oUier,  and  with  a 

9    ^  .-,         t  J.      .  i.  A  •  '•'g®  central  carity,  were  developed  in  the 

fact  they  alone  can  furnish  correct  in-  tumor,  and  these  contained  several  pints  of 

formation  on  the  subject.  I  yellow  tenacious  honey-like  fluid. 

......._^_ .- — . . The  second  case  is  tint  of  a  married  lady, 

ROTAL  MEDICAL  ^CHIRURGICAL    ^^'^^^^^^fil^J^.TlS'S^^ 

SOCIETY.  agOj  as  a  hard  lump,  about  the  sbe  of  half  a 

March  2S,  ISIS.  walnut,  situated  on  the  inner  condyle  of  the 

"  increased  perceptibly  in  size ;  but  in  flre 

OHHt6remarkiiNfthititareas€9qfMfeo-9ar-  !««■""««  ^*j^  acquired   considCTable 

e^ma  iff  the  tMgh  hone,  requinrw  anemia-  S?Sr^»     .    "^  extended  up  the  thigh. 

tioninbothhuttmets.  ByR.A.FaooLST,  '™™g  "«t  it  mi^  more  rapid  progr«, 

Esq.,  of  Hounslow,  in  whose  practice  tiiey  "?  J*^,  it  measured  at  its  largest  pw*  2©t 

occurred.  ^Commumcated  by  Samuel  mches  in  cliwumiSBrence,  whfle  tte 

Lank,  Esq.  of  the  nmb  below  was  only  12  inches,  me 

consented  to  undergo  amputation,    whidi 

Thb  first  case  is  that  of  a  female,  et.  26,  was  performed  in  August  1842,  and  the 

who  had  a  tnmor  of  the  thigh,  which  mea-  stamp  healed  by  the  first  intention.    Upon 

snred  in  iU  greatest  diameter  35^  inches,  making  a  section  of  the  thig^-bone   and 

and  reached  from  within  an  inch  of  the  tumor,  it  was  remarked  that  the  morbid 

trocbantiers  to  the  knee-joint.    It  began  in  growth,    although    smaller    than    in    the 

the  summer  of  1829,  with  a  pain  m  the  preceding    case,    presented     the    identical 

condyle  of  the  fjenwr,  and  in  May  of  tiie  appearances,  both  in  position  and  structure, 

following  year  a  tnmor  had  formed  of  the  which    have  been  described  in  this  case, 

size  of   the  balf-'doeed   hand.       It   con-  Casts,  drawings,   and  preparations  of  the 

tinned  gradually  to  enlarge,  without  pain,  or  tumors  in  both  patients,  were  ezlubited. 

discolouration  of  the  skin,  or  materially  „         ,          _                ^..    „ 

impeding  the  motions  of  the  Umb,  till  March  ^^^*'  ^  Gangrme  qf  the  Face,  and  its 

1843,  when  the  limb  was  amputated.  Owing  Treatmertl.    By  HaNav  Obrb',  Esq. 

to  the  close  proximity  of  the  upper  part  of  The  author  commences  with  some  obsenra- 

the  tnmor  to  Foupart's  ligament,  it  was  an-  tkms  on  the  condition  of  the  system  in 

ticipated  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  dis-  children,  in  which  this  disease  is  most  liable 

articulate  the  bone  at  the  hip  joint ;  but  in  to  occur  j  dwelling  on  the  ravages  it  pro- 

the  course  of  the  operatioti,  when  the  two  duces,  and  its  usually  intractable  nature.  He 

lateral    flaps  had    been  made,  the  femur  then  gires  the  rnsult  of  hu  txcakx&nxV.  cA  s^^ 
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complaint,  by  applying  the  actual  cautery  to  chair,  and,  after  apologirfn^  Ibr  tiie  abHMi 
the  sloughing  tnrfSBces,  as  recommended  of  Dr.  Hastings,  who  had  been  eigall; 
by  some  continental  writers,  and  de-  called  out  of  town,  he  briefly,  but  mitiUr, 
scribes  the  success  which  he  has  met  with,  addressed  the  meeting  upon  the  snbjeet  far 
He  relates  two  cases  where  he  adopted  the  which  it  had  been  conreped.  It  was  thai 
plan.  In  the  first,  the  gangrene  came  on  after  proposed  by  R.  J,  N.  Stvecten,  M.D.,af 
typhus  fever,  and  it  proceeded  rapidly  to  Worcester;  seconded  by  Anthony  Martin,  Ei|. 
destroy  a  large  extent  of  the  check.  Having  of  Evesham  ;  and  resolved  unanimooily,— 
tried  various  other  applications  unsuccess-  That  a  petition  be  sent  to  both  howestf 
fully,  he  had  recourse  to  the  actual  cautery,  Parliament  on  the  contemplated  I^iaktioB 
and  immediate  amendment  followed,  so  that  respecting  the  medical  profession,  and  tint 
the  edges  soon  healed.  The  appearances  the  following  petition  to  the  House  of  Con- 
before  and  after  the  case  were  illustrated  by  mons  be  adopted  : — 
coloured  wax  casts  taken  fnjm  the  patient. 

In  the  other  case,  the  disease  was  so  exten-  Tit  the   Honourable  tie  Commowt  qf  iki 

sivc,  aiid  the  child  so  much  debilitated,  that  Vniied  Kingdom  qf  Great  BHtmm  mi 

the  author  did  not  succeed  in  saving   the  IrcUmd,  in  Parliament  OMemkied. 

]>aticnt's  life ;   but  manifest  advantage  was  The  humble  petition  of  the  nnderrigncd 

gained  by  the  use  of  the  cautery,  so  as  to  members  of  the  medical  profession,  reiUfaf 

(»nvince  him  of  its  beneficial  influence  in  in  the  county  of  Worcester, 

the  treatment  of  the  disease.  Sheweth, 

RtmarU  en  Ca»ervm  Ori.,  and  Phagedena  T^'  I">"  petitionCTi.  nndentaDdiDi;  IW 

qflhe  Chtth,  and  on  the  W,ct  of  tht  "neasures  are  m  contempUrtion  for  refonunf 

ChlwaU  of  Pota»h  on  Ih^t  J>iiea,e..  «nd  irguUtrng  the  profe«on  generally,  beg 

By  Henry  Hunt,  M.D.  *°  represent  to  your  HoiU)ar.ble  Hoow^ 

'                         .        .         .,  no  reform  can  be  eftectnal  or  pemwDal 

The  author  describes  these  diseases  as  „„!£„  i^  provide  for  the  efBeiency  sod  n. 

being  identical,  varying  only  m  the  degree  gpectablity  of   the   whole    pcofesskm,    by 

of  severity— both  commencing  by  ulceration  securing  uniformity  of  the  primary  qualified 

of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  check,  or  ti^n,  tested  by  sufficient  examination,  eq^ 

where  it   joins  the  gums,  and    that    the  ^ight  to  every  member  to  practise  thro^W- 

extemal  eschar  is  the  consequence  of  the  ^^^  ]^Qf  Majesty's  dominions,  and  the  adop- 

intemal  ulceration.     He  considers  them  to  tj^^  ^f  the  representative  system  in  the 

proceed  from  a  cachectic  state  of  tlie  system;  formation    of   the    councfia   or    gowtndag 

that  they  occur  more  commonly  in  cold  and  i^odies. 

wet  weather— sometimes  attacking  several  Th^j  the  supply  of  an  adeq)aately  oaalified 
members  of  the  same  family  simultaneously,  c\ms  of  general  practiUoners  is  of  national 
and  occasionally  prcvaiUng  almost  like  an  im|K)rtance,  and  that  a  legislative  re-organlss- 
epidemic.  Tlic  author  has  treated  them  tion  of  the  whole  profession  has  become  cf 
very  successfully  by  a  f roe  exhibition  of  the  jndUpcnsable  necessity*  f^^  «»ve»l  canses ; 
chlorate  of  potash,  the  beneficial  mflucnce  ^j^  ^  ^^  f^„  ^i^  ^^^^  ^^ 
of  that  salt  being  generally  apparent  within  incongruous  modes  by  which  medical  prae- 
forty-cight  hours  of  its  being  given,  that  titioners  procure  admission  into  the  pro- 
it  seldom  fails  to  arrest  the  progress  and  to  f^^^^^^ .  ti^^re  being  no  less  than  sixteen 
efl-ect  a  cure,  if  administered  prior  to  the  differcut  sources  from  which  cerUficates  of 
patient  being  very  much  exhausted.    Tlie  qualification  may  be  obtained. 


... ,  ^  ,  , .  .  theprcseiit  state  of  the  medical  pro- 
child.  Two  cases  are  reUted  in  corroboration  ft.^,on,  delaying  any  legisUtive  messare 
of  the  foregoing  statement.  ^,^1,.,,   ^j^j^^  1^.^^  ^„  ^j,g  granting  of  new 

— ■ •  charters  to  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 

MEETING     OF    THE     PROFESSION  Surgeons  until  the  whole  subject  of  medical 

IN  WORCESTERSHIRE.  ^l^l^^'Z'}  ?"**  r^Ti  Jj"  *^  ^"  »°J 

thoroughly  mvefttigated  by  a  committee  of 

your  honounbic  house,  and  has  undergone 

A  iiiGiirY  rcHpectabIc  meeting  of  the  pro-  adequate  discuHMon  iu  Parliament. 

fe«>rion  of  the  above  county  was  hfld  on         And  your  |>ctiti(mera  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Tuesday  last  (the4th)in  the  Coancil*Room  of        Proposed    by    James    Lewis,    Esq.,    of 

the  Worcestershire  Natural  History  Society,  Hanley ;  and  seconded  by  6.  M.  Pritchett, 

to  consider  the  propriety  of  petitioning  Par-  Esq.,   of   Kempsey,    and   resolved  unani- 

liament  on  tlie  measures  now  in  cmitcmpla-  nionstly, — 

tion  for  regulating  the  medical  profession.  1'hnt   a   himilar  petition  be  adoptetl   for 

Jonas  Maldeu,  M.D.  was  called  to  the  presentation  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
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Moved  by  Paris  Dick,  M.D.,  t>f  Tewkes^    medical  man  may  chooie  as  the  field  of  his 

l^ry ;  and  seconded  by  J.  H.  Walsh,  Esq.,     practice,  to  practise  that  part  properly  he 

of  Worcester,  and  resolved  unanimonaly,— ^      must  be  acquainted  with  the  whole.    When 

That  the  right  honouiable  Lord  Lytteltom,    possessed  of  such  general  knowledge  of  his 

Itord  Lieutenant  of  the  county,  be  respect-    profession,  the  practitioner  may,  by  devoting 

fully  requested  to  present  the  petition  to  the    his  attention  to  one  department  chiefly,  be 

House  of  Peers.  ftdrly  supposed  to  excel,  and  generally  will 

Movedby  William  Cooper,  M.D.,  of  Ink-    excel,  the    man  who  practises    them  all. 

berraw ;  and  seconded  by  Henry  B.  Marsh,    Thus  one  man  by  directing  his  principal  at- 

Esq.,  of  Upton-on-Sevem,    and  resolved    tention  to  the  investigation  and  treatment  of 

unanimously,-^  diseases  affecting  internal  organs  and  the 

That  General  the  Honourable  H.  B.  Lygon    general  system,  another   by  directing  his 

be  requested  to  present  the  petition  to  the    chief  attention  to  the  diseases  and  injuries  of 

House  of  Commons,  and   that  the  other    the  external  organs  and  the  operations  and 

members  for  East  and  West  Worcestershire^    mechanical    appliances  required    for  their 

the  members  for  the  City  of  Worcester,  and    cure,  may  each  attain,  in  their  respective 

for  the   Boroughs  of  Bewdley,  Droitwich,    departments,  a  degree  of  perfection  which 

Dudley,  Evesham,  and  Kidderminster,   be    cannot  be  expected  of  him  whose  attentiOQ 

also  requested  to  favour  the  petitioners  with    is  divided  among  the  whole  range  of  human 

their  support  on  the  occasion.  infirmities  and  accidents.     Hence  there  will 

Moveid  by  W.  Doughty,  Esq.,  of  Kidder-    always  be  Physicians  and  Surgeons  who,  in 

minster ;  and  seconded  by  David  Everett,    addition  to  their  indivklual  practice,  will  be 

Esq.,  of  Worcester,  and  resolved  unani*    consulted  by  the  General  Practitioner  in  all 

mously,— •  dangerous  and  obscure  diseases ;  and  every 

That  it  appears   desirable,  that  at  the    honourable  ioduoement  should  be  held  out 

present  juncture  the  sentiments  of  the  mem*    to  encourage  men  to  qualify  themselves  for 

bers  of  the  medical  pro£ession  should  be    such  responsible  positions  by  a  higher  pre- 

made  known  to  the  legisiatnre;  and  it  is    Uminary  education,  and  a  more  extended 

therefore  suggested,  that  meetings  similar  to    course  of  professional  instruction,  than  could 

the  present,  and  to  that  which  has  taken    be  laid  down  as  the  rule  for  all  medical 

place  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  should  be    practitioners.     But,  as  Dr.  Thomson  has 

called  in  other  Counties ;  and  it  is  also  re-    justly  remark^,  '*  It  is  in  the  proper  edu- 

commended  that  medical  practitioners  should    cation  of  the  whole  body  of  the  members  of 

severally,  to  the  extent  of  their  personal  in-    the  medical  profession,  and  in  the  experience 

fluence,  endeavour  to  call  the  attention  of    whidi  particular  individuals  may  acquire  by 

members  of  both  houses  of  Parliament  to  the    extensive  private  practice,  or  by  attendance 

subject  of  the  legislative  regulation  of  the    in  dispensaries  or  hospitals,  that  the  public 

piofession*  have  their    best,    and    indeed  their    only 

securities  for  an  adequate  supply  of  intelligent 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  chair-    and  experienced  Consulting  Practitioners. 

man,  and  the  petitions  being  signed  by  aU    The  Lq^islature,   thordbre,  wiU  have  per- 

present,  the  meetipg  broke  up.  formed  its  duty  when  it  shall  have  taken 

CM*  tl**'  *M>  0^6  can  be  licensed  to  enter  on 

the  practice  of  medidne  without  such  pre- 

MEDICAL  REFORM.  paration  as  a  thorough  preliminary  and  pro- 

___^  fessional  education  can  afford.    Beyond  the 

requirements  necessary  to  obtain  a  license 
Sib.  J  amis  Clark  has  just  published  a  wl:dch  should  entitie  the  possessor  to  practise 
Second  Letter  upon  this  subject.  It  extends  any  and  every  branch  of  his  profession — to 
to  forty  plages ;  but  his  views  will  be  found  qualify,  in  short,  for  a  Greneral  Practitioner— 
embodied  in  Uie  three  short  extracts  which  the  Legislature  need  not,  perhaps  ought  not» 
we  subjoin,  and  to  which  we  prefix  headings  to  interfere  with  Medical  Education  or 
for  the  convenience  of  our  readers:-^  Medical  Degrees.    The  regulations  respect- 

UnitfomUiy  required  w  medical  eduea-  ing  honorary  Degrees  in  Medicine  may  be 
Hon. — For  these  and  other  reasons,  there  safely  left  to  the  Universities  and  Medical 
should,  I  think,  be  but  oua prescribed  course    Colleges. 

of  mecUcal  education  exacted  by  the  state ;  Altiiough  medical  education  in  this  ooun- 
it  should  comprehend  what  is  necessary  for  try  is  much  superior  to  what  it  was,  even  a 
every  medical  practitioner ;  and  it  should  be  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  it  is  still  defective 
the  same  throughout  the  empire.  This  I  in  all  classes.  The  education  of  the  Physi- 
consider  the  fundamental  principle  upon  dan  is  defective,  inasmuch  as  he  is  not 
which  a  legislative  enactment  on  the  subject  generally  instructed  in  all  the  departments 
of  Medical  Education  should  be  based,  of  his  profession.  That  of  the  Surgeon  ia 
Whatever  department  of  the  profession  the    still  more  limited*    He  has,  in  truth,  been 
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hitherto  educited  ahiMMt  exdoslTdy  in  siir-  mtrieted  cntfady  to  totiii;  their  pnedal 

gery,  whil^  hii  praetiee  is  •■  nmcfa  in  medi-  knowledfe.    The  iriecCiMi  of  a  proper  body 
cal  Bi  in  sorgical  diseases  :  his  knowledge  of    for  this  pnrpoae,  for  regnlatm^  tfaeedncsliaB 

medicine   is    therefore    generally    acquired  and  testing  the  qnalttcacioos    c€    medial 

during  the  first  years  of  his  practiee  ;  and,  men,  appears  to  me,  in  point  of  iBBpofftvoB, 

moreover,  the  confined  range  of  his  medical  and  in tjir  ii  rnnniliihmf  nf  nf  n  sniiml  ufai  ■  rf 

edncation  is  onfavoarable  to  his  ever  becom-  the  medical  profession,  second  onlj  to  ths 

ing  a  good  Physician.    The  edncation  of  the  establishment  of  a  good   pidinunary  aad 

Genera]  Practitioner,  although  much  superior  medical  education  to  be  reqaired  of  ctoy 

to  what  it  was,  has  not  by  any  means  kept  member  of  the  pmfrtsinn  as  n  oonditiaa  i 

paee  with  the  increase  of  hu  professional  his  receiTing  a  license  to  practiae. 
responsibilities.      It  is  defective  in  several 

ways,  but  more  espedally  in  its  preliminary  Necetsity  of  Sfpwratmg 

or  ge:  eral  part — in  those  departments  of  Mitdieme,  —  In  thus  advocntiB^  a 

science  a  knowledge  of  which  is  necessary  education  fortheGeneralPractitionen,  as  the 

to  prepare  him  for  entering  on  his  more  only  means  of  insuring  their  renpeetafaility 

strictly  professional  studies.     To  bring  the  as  a  body,  and  giving  them  a  atatna  in  their 

education  of  the  General  Practitioner  up  to  profession,  it  must  be  evident  to  Hiemsdves 

the  standard  of  his  resiionsibilities  it  is  that  that  so  desirable  a  change  in  tlwir  |M«ii*iiw 

a  legislative  enactment  is  required.  cannot  be  effected  until  the  ^mpeumg  of 

medicines  ceases  to  be  apart  of  tlnr  dnty— 

Nerftnty    of  having   an    Educational  until  the  practice  of  Pharmacy  is  aepanCei 

Jkiard  independent  of  the  Medical  Corpora"  from  that  iMT  Medicine.     In  towns  the  sepani- 

tiont,  —  When    the    standard    of   medical  tion  may  be  effected  without  diffienltj.     In 

education  has  l>een  raised  to  what  it  ought  Edinburgh  it  may   be   ssud  to  be  siraady 

to  In',  the  next  point  for  dedsion  will  be  the  accomplished.     It  is  true  that  in  Tillagea  and 

formation  uf  a  body  to  whom  is  to  be  de-  country  districts  the  Prsctitioner  wosUd  ra* 

legated  the  power  of  carrying  ont  the  princi*  quire  to  keep  sudi  medicines  as  wero  neosa- 

plea  of  education  laid  down  by  the  govern*  saryfor  immediate  use,  more  espeoally  in  tte 

ment.     That  power  should,  in  my  humble  treatment  of  acute  diseases.     In  soch  casus, 

opinion,  be  intrusted  only  to  an  independent  however,  the  medicines  ought  not  to  fbrm  a 

iMHiy,  unf:(mncctcd  with  the  educating  institu-  separate  charge,  but  be  included  in  that  foa 

tifms  on  the  one  hand,   and   the   medical  attendance,  being  considered  in   the  aaasa 

cr>r|K>rations  on  the  other  ;  a  body  res]>on-  light  as  surgical  instruments.     But  vntil  the 

Bible  to  tht:  government  for  its  acts,  having  practice   of  Pharmacy  is  separated  generally 

no  cullaUsrul  interests  to  divert  its  attention  from  that  of  Medicine,  General  PlraoCitionan 

from  rarrying  out  in  the  fulU^stt  manner  the  cannot  attain  that  position  in  thrirpmfraainn, 

prinrijiUm  embodied  in  tlie  IcgiHlutive  enact-  nor  hold  that  station  in  society,  whidi  tiiay 

nient.     Hut  I  liavc  stated  my  vicwd  on  this  ought.     The  influence  which  such    an  ar- 

kubject  in  my  fonncr  letter,  and  further  re-  rangement  in  the  practice  of  Medicine  would 

flection    has    only  tended  to  confirm   my  exercise  on  the  position  of  Medical  Prae« 

opinion, —  tliat  this  important  trust  should  titioners     generally,    must   be    anffidently 

be  vested  in  a  body  in  each  division  of  tlie  obvious  to  every  one  who  gives  the  subject  a 

kingdom,  npiMiintcd  by  Government,  for  the  little    consideration  ;    but  the  far   greater 

exclusive  puqiose  of  regulating  tlie  connic  of  benefits  which  the  public  would  ultimately 

education,  prcliininarv  and  professional,  and  reap  from  it  can  only  be  known  to  those  who 

of  testing  caiidi<lateM  tor  licenses  to  practise,  are  ocquaintcd  with   the    present   state    of 

Unli!KS  the  nidation  of  mcilical  education  medical  practice  in  this  country. 

Is  intriistiil  to  sw-h  abody,  it  will  be  in  vain  Difficulties  will,  no  doubt,  present  them* 

to  exfMvt  well-educated  mcilieal  men.     The  selves    to  the   establishment  of  a  uniform 

suhJ<Tt  of  «'ducation  must  Im!  taken  up  as  a  scheme  of  medical   education  ;    but   theae 

wliiil(>,  and  din*oted  upon  a  well -devised  sys-  diflicultieM  are  really  less  formidable  than 

trm,  otherwiM  it  cnii  never  he  successful.    It  they  at  first  sight  ap))ear  to  be. 

has  be«>n  Ik^cause  tlie  regulations  respecting  llic  present  Medical    CcH'porations  and 

the  education  of  medical  men  have  been  in.  the  English  Universities  may  oppose  such  a 

trusted  eh ir fly  to  Ihe  Mrdical  Cor)K>raUona  measure.     The  opposition  of  eitlier  ought  to 

that  the  pn'Iiminary  etlucation  has  been  so  have  little  weight,  if  it  ran  be  ^hown  to  be 

totally    nf*glerted.      Such   Imdies    are    not  unreasonable   and   opposed  to    the    pnblio 

quulificMl  to  tent  CHudiduti-H  on  their  soientifio  weal  ;  and  assuredly  whatever  is  opi)osed  to 

acciuirements.     It  is  not  their  province,  and  tlic  improvement  of  Me<lieal  Education  aad 

in  no  other  country,  I  believe,  in  such  a  duty  to  the  character  and  respectability  of  tha 

intnistml   to   thrm.      If   the    (.-olU';res    of  greot  body  of  Medical  Practitioners  is  so. 

Iliynioians  and   Surgeons  are  to  have  any  . 

sluirt'  in  e xaniining  candid«iteii,  it  hhouKl  Ik* 
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FATAL  EFFECTS  OF  HOMCEOPATHY.  om 

jrr'^  ^'    ,r.      44          THE   PHOSPHATES   IN  POTATOES. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  MedtctU  Caxette.  

An OT^HEk  victim  is  added  to  the  tengthemng        2»  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 
list  of  homoeopathic  deaths.    The  obituary  SlR, 

of  to-day  announeea  the  decease  of  a  lady  j^  p^^  Golding  Bird's  lecture,  oontained  in 
of  rank,  a  belierer  and  follower  of  homceo-  ^j^  ^^  number  of  the  London  Medical 
pathy.  Gazbttb,  is  a  taWe  showing  the  **  propor- 

Ina  former  communication  to  yon  touch-  ^^^  ^f  phosphates  in  articles  of  diet."  In 
ing  the  melancholy  death  of  another  lady  of  ^^  table  Dr.  Bird  states,  on  the  authority 
rank,  I  elicited  two  charming  productions  in  ^  Llebig,  that  one  ounce  of  potatoes  con- 
the  shape  of  a  vindication  of  the  homoeo-  ^^^^ns  23*56  grains  of  phosphates ;  and  he 
patluc  treatment,  and  which  pretty  clearly  ^^^  ^^  ^  Oiowr,  that  if  a  person  take  three 
verified  the  adage,  whidi  I  must  only  hint  at—  o^njjes  o(  potatoes  at  a  meal,  he  consumes 
it  was  a  quarrel  between  two  culinary  y^.24  gnin»  of  phosphates, 
friends  as  to  which  was  the  blackest  Now  i^^^^  according  to  Cocker,  if  one  owiee 
I  wish  to  reverse  the  matter,  eioA  ask  for  the  ^f  potatoes  contain  23*56  grains  of  phos- 
doctor*s  version  of  the  case  before  I  send  you  pi^^tes,  three  ounces  must  contaiii  70*68, 
nay  account  of  it ;  and  as  1  love  the  science  ^^^  94«24  grains, 
of  medicine,  eepeeially  ihat^qf  homeeopathy,        -^^  j  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  in 

I  would  b^  Dr.  C ,  the  attendant  on    ^YoX  part  of  Liebig's  writhigs  does  thU  dis- 

the  late  Lady  L D ,  to  give  us  the    tinguished  chemist  state  that  an  ounce  of 

particulars  of  the  failure  of  the  remedies    potatoes  contains  23*56  grains  of   phos- 
used ;  inotim  as  certain  preveniivee  qf  the    phates?    At  page  285  of  his  Animal  Cbe- 
contagion  qf  scarlatina,  and  from  what  cir-    j^^^^  )^  qootes  the  following  analyses  of 
cumstances  a  Jatal  instead  of  a  fmfowrable    Boussingaut  and  Boeckmann  :— 
issue  resulted.     I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  n  *  § 

wiU  be  greatly  conducive  to  extending  the  be-  rotatoet. 

liefin.andpiacticeofhomoBopatby,toknow  JiootiA^U    Boeckmann. 

ifinthiscasethepatientwaslostfirom^M/        Water  ....     722  73  Z 

brandy  !!  ot  belladonna  a !    It  is  to  be        Dry  matter    .     .    27  8  i^ 

hoped  that  Dr.  H.  D was  lOso  in  •*•  — - 

tendance,  and  wiU  favour  the  medical  flsen  100  0  100  U 

•*  who  wiU  take  the  trouble  ofcalling  on  him''  And  in  the  same  page  it  is  also  sUted, 
with  hie  sUtement  of  the  case,  as  between  ^^  ^qq  p^^  ^f  potatoes  [tkuM  dried]  con- 
their  con^etiny  aocounto  the  tnth  may  be  ^^^  according  to  Bouasingault  5*0,  accord- 
rendered  visible  to  people  of  pliin  oommon  ^  ^  Boeckmann  4*915  per  eent.  of  ashes, 
sense.  Ck>n8e(iuently,  in  100  parts  of  undried  pota- 

Dr.  Curie,  In  his  letter  (see  Mcdical    ^^^^  ^j^^^  ^o^lj  ^^  according  to  Bous- 
Gazbttv,  3d  February,  1843),  alludes  to    gingault,  1*39  parU  of  ashes;  and  assuming 
his  great  patron,  thM:  "like  a  noble  eail    ^j^^^    ^    consist    entirely    of  phosphates 
wdl  known  for  the  interest  he  takes  hi  me-    /^hjch  they  do  not),  one  ounce  Troy  of 
dical  science,  wfco  has  not  thought  it  beneath    potatoes    would    contain  6*672   grains   of 
him,  in  order  to  complete  hie  general  eduea-    phogphates,    instead    of   23*56    grains   as 
tion,  to  take  his  place  upon  the  bencihes  of    stated  by  Dr.  Bird ;  and.  therefore,  if  a  man 
a  surgwal  class."    Now  in  these  days  our    ^^^^  ^  ^  ^^^1  tiuee  ounces  of  potatoes,  he 
aristocnuy  are  donbOess  very  learned  and    ^^,^j^  consume  20*016  grains,  not  94*24 
scientifio  men,  bitt  I  would  suggest  that  the    grains,  of  phosphates, 
ability  of  this  noble  earl  must  be  more  than        i^  ^^^    calculations  I    have  followed 
gigantio,  when  a  single  course  of  lectures    Boussingaulfs  analysis,  as  quoted  by  Liebig, 
dun  enable  him  to  judge,  and  lead  others    ^^^^  it  is  the  most  favourable  to  Dr.  BinTs 
into  the  belief,  of  a  iyttem,  which  is  pro-    gtatement.     But  his  later  analysis*  is  more 
nounoed  by  men  whose  years  of  ezpenenoe    unfavourable,  since  it  shows  that  one  ounce 
greatly  outnumber  those  of  the  noWe  earl  s    ^f  potatoes  really  yields  only  4  6272  gnuns  -^ 
age,  to  be  based  on  a  foundation  of  ab-    g^ies.— I  am,  sir, 
surdities,  and  dangerous  in  its  practice.  May  Your  obedient  servant, 

we  ask,  with  that  deference  which  becomes  /^  Constant  Rbadbh. 

us  in  approaching  a  person  of  such  tran 


oC 


soendant  powers,  what  his  feelings  are,  if  he       ^  M&moires  de  I'Acadimie  Royalc 
deign  to  reflect  on  the  awful  results  of  his    ences,  t.  xvlii.    1849. 


des  Sci- 


recommendation. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.D. 
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FOETAL  CIRCULATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
Since  the  appearance  of  the  last  number  of 
the  Gazette,  I  have  received  a  note  from 
Dr.  Carpenter,  of  Bristol,  directing  my 
attention  to  the  circumstance  that  I  had 
committed  an  error  in  my  paper  on  the 
Foetal  Circulation,  published  in  your  last 
number,  in  ascribing  to  him  the  paternity  of 
the  notion  which  regards  the  red  particles  of 
the  blood  in  the  light  of  glandular  agents 
destined  to  convert  the  simpler  or  least 
organized  elements  which  enter,  from  various 
sources,  the  current  of  the  circulation,  into 
its  higher  and  more  animalized  principles. 
Some  time  had  elapsed  since  I  had  read  his 
admirable  article  on  the  Physiology  of  Cells, 
published  in  Forbcs's  Foreign  Review  for 
January  1843.  On  again  referring  to  the 
same  source,  I  find  that  Dr.  Carpenter  con- 
tends against,  rather  than  advocates,  this 
view,  which,  on  the  contrary,  is  entertained 
by  Wagner,  Henle,  and  Wharton  Jones. 

He  maintains  the  somewhat  modified  doc- 
trine, that  since  the  blood  of  invertebrata  is 
altogether  destitute  of  coloured  corpuscles, 
while  it  abounds  in  the  colourlesHy  united  to 
the  fact,  tiiat,  like  the  changes  which  are 
perpetually  being  kept  up  in  the  blood  of 
the  vertebrate  animal,  the  albuminous  prin- 
ciples in  their  blood  must  be  continually 
undergoing  similar  transformations  into  the 
more  elaborate  fibrinous  products,  this  mys- 
terious catalysis  is  a  duty  which  must  devolve 
rather  upon  the  eolourleu  than  the  coloured 
corpuscles  of  the  blood.  I  think  now  that 
I  have  rectified  the  mistake,  and  placed  the 
pleasing  fiibric  of  this  sweet-sounding  theory 
upon  the  merited  eminence  of  a  '*  cloudless 
vantage  ground  :"  those  who  desire  further 
information  upon  the  subject  I  must  refer 
to  the  valuable  and  superior  paper  of  Dr. 
Carpenter. — I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Williams. 

15,  Duke  Street,  London  Bridge, 
April  5, 1843. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  OENTLEMEN*  ADMITTED  MEMBERS. 

Friday,  March  31,  1843. 
J.  N.  Watters.— C.  Irving.— J.  W.  James.— X. 
J.  Hifshmor^.— J.  Harrison.— J.  H.  Stallard.— 

F.  H.  Grc?en.— H.  M.  Cannon.— J.  M.  Hud»on.— 
J.  Paley.— T.  Smith.— G.  Taylor.— O.  P.  Dale.— 

G.  W.  Timms.— J.  T.  W.  Ilacot. 

BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

Lectures  on  the  Eruptive  Fevers,  deli- 
vered at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  in  January 
1843.     By  George  Gregory,  M.D.  &c.  \c. 

A  Lecture  on  Quack  Medicines,  delivered 


to  the  Wakefield  Mechanics*   Institiidaa, 
Feb.  20,  1843.     By  T.  G.  Wrisbt,  M.D. 

On  Feigned  and  Factitious  D&esuws.    Bj 
Hector  Gavin,  M.D.  &c.  5cc. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  fVx>m  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  March  25,  1843. 

Small  Pox 5 

Measles   c 

Scarlatina  n 

Hoopliiip  CoBgh  IB 

Croup  ; i 

Thrush     j 

Diarrhoea    ,  % 

Dysentery  , i 

Cholera    e 

Influenza c 

Typhus    30 

Erysipelas 4 

Syphilig  ) 

Hydrophobia ,  g 

DiBeases  of  the  Brain,  Nen'es,  and  Senses . .  170 
Diseaiu^s  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Ory^na  of 

Ke«piration    yt 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  lllood-vesaela  ....  23 
DiseaKes  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  otlier 

Origans  of  Di^stion    0 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys.  &c a 

Childbed 3 

Ovarian  Dropsy  i 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c % 

Rheumatism i 

Diseaiics  of  Joints,  &c s 

Ulcer    I 

fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat U4 

Old  Ag:e  or  Natural  Decay j% 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 

^"ac*   41 

Causes  not  specified  4 

Deaths  firom  all  Causes 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51®  37'  32"JV. 

Longitude  0°  3'  51"  W.  qf  Greenwich^ 

Mmrek  1R43.    Tiibrmombtbb.   Bakombtm, 

Wednesilay  29 
TImrsday  .  SO 
Friday ...  31 

AprtL 
Saturday  .    1 
Sunday  .  .    2 
Monday  .  .    3 
Tuesday    .    4 


from  27  to  53 


40 
45 

47 
48 

48 
45 


54 

57 

56 
59 
CI 
55 


99*85  to  9»9H 
39-80  99*61 
39-44 


99*46 
39*43 
29*73 
39*39 


9^61 


Wind,  N.R.  on  the  29th;  S.B.  and  8.  on  tiM 
80th  and  3l8t  ult  S.  on  the  1st :  S.W.  on  ths  9il 
and  3d  *,  S.E.  and  S.W.  on  the  4th  instant. 

Since  the  29th  ult.  generally  cloudy,  with  fte- 
qnent  rain. 

Hain  fallen,  *6  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Hknby  Adams. 

notice! 

We  regret  that  we  cannot  make  room  for 
Dr.  Marshall  Hallos  letter.  As  we  did  not 
insert  tlie  attack  to  which  he  alludes,  it 
would  be  contrary  to  usage  to  publish  his 
answer  to  it. 

Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  57,  Bkinner  Street,  i^ondon. 
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LECTURES  **  bi&erto,  in  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 

cases  of  protraction  from  this  cause,  he  haa 

ON  THB  fonnd  copious  blood-letting  rapidly  promote 

THEORY    AND    PRACTICE    OF  the  dilatation.     By  copious  blood-letting  ho 

iLTinwrvirnv  means,  abstracting  as  much  blood  by  one 

MlUWiJfiLKY,  yencsection  as  he  should  direct  in  a  patient 

Delivered  im  the  Theatre  qfSL  George' 9  of  a  similar  constitution,  if  she  were  labouring 

Hotpiialf  under  an  acute  inflammatory  disease."    He 

admits,  however,  that  **  in  cases  of  relaxed 

By  Robert  Lbs,  M.D.  F.R.S.  debilitated  women,  with  toughness  of  the  oa 

,___  uteri,  yenesection  cannot  be  ventured  upon, 

and  it  becomes  necessary  to  administer  an 

Lbctdrb  XXIII.  opiate  enema.  The  author  had  recourse  to  this 

ProtrmcUd   and    difficuU    UUH,urt,  Jrom  P™ctice,  he  in».t  «mfe».  with  great  reluc. 

riipditt,  and  prt£aurt  future  ^  th,  ^\  ^"°8  «f  ^"'y  5^   **^  ^ 

uteru,;aHdun>uual*iztandpr«,e^aiUm  ^'^-    «»*  he  "»  now  »y  that,  under 

<//*ew</<*ec*JW.   '^  §si!«sf;srs!i,^f  srt^JL'!^ 

^  Tne  utility  and  safety  of  tbe  practice  are 
Vbkssbction,  as  recommended  so  strongly  mainly  influenced  by  the  time  at  which  it  it 
by  Mauriceau,  is  undoubtedly  the  most  im*  adopted.  If  strong  and  frequent  pains,  con- 
portant  remedy  which  can  be  employed  in  tinned  for  six  or  eight  hours,  do  not  de- 
cases  of  protracted  labour  from  rigidity  of  ddedly  promote  the  dilatation,  the  opiate 
the  OS  uteri  and  other  soft  parts,  especially  enema  should  be  had  recourse  to,  and  it 
where  there  is  fSever  with  determination  of  will  seldom  disappoint  the  expectation  of  the 
blood  to  the  head.  But  it  is  not  generally  practitioner.  But  if  the  first  stage,  with 
necessary  to  take  away  more  than  twelve  or  strong  and  frequent  pains,  be  allowed  to  go 
fourteen  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  or  on  for  twelve  hours  or  upwards,  without 
twenty  in  very  robust  pledioric  persons,  and  having  completed  the  dilatation  of  the  os 
I  have  seennoeasesin  which  the  abstraction  of  uteri,  there  is  the  risk  that  the  opiate  will  so 
fbrty  or  fifty  ounces  at  a  time  was  required,  hr  interfere  with  tiie  progress  of  the  labour 
or  would  have  been  justifiable.  In  America,  that  instrumental  dehvery  shall  become  ne- 
women  have  been  bled  to  this,  or  to  a  still  cessary."  **  In  some  instances,"  says  Dr. 
greater  amount,  to  promote  general  relaxa-  Collins,  '*  especially  witib  first  cliildren,  the 
tkm  of  the  system,  and  of  the  parts,  mouth  of  the  womb  continues  rigid  and  hot. 
But,  like  other  powerful  remedies,  as  Dr.  with  litUe  tendency  to  yield  under  uterine 
Merriman  obaerves,  ''this  has  sometimes  action,  aceompaniel  not  unf^reqnently  by 
been  carried  to  excess,  so  as  to  be  injurious  to  considerable  irritation.  In  such,  bleeding 
the  patient  during  parturition,  and  rendering  to  the  extent  of  ten  or  twelve  ounces,  and 
her  recovery  tedkras,  if  not  doubtftil."  A  keeping  the  patient  under  the  influence  of 
woman  with  rigid  os  uteri  during  labour  slight  doses  of  tartar  emetic,  to  which  a  small 
does  not  require  the  same  quantity  of  blood  quantity  of  opium  should  be  added,  will  be 
to  be  taken  away  which  it  would  be  neces-  round  to  promote  relaxation,  and  thus  be 
sary  to  remove  if  she  were  labouring  under  productive  of  the  best  effects."  Spontaneous 
pneumonia  or  peritonitis.  The  results  of  vomiting  is  often  followed  by  relaxation  of 
my  experience  on  this  point  are  very  dif-  the  os  uteri,  but  I  have  never  ventured  to 
ftrent  from  those  of  Dr.  Hamilton,  who  aayi,  prefcribe  aa  emetic  to  any  woman  in  laboor. 

.  802.— xxxir.  .   ^ 
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Dr.    lewder   saja    that  he  seldom  found  extent,  of  a  somewhat  spongy  texture.     As 
benefit  from  their  exhibition,  though  he  has  Mrs.  Hall  was  of  a  very  thin,  spare,  delicate 
frequently  seen  them  used.     The  warm  bath  habit,   1  thought  it  improper  to  bleed  her, 
was   employed   in    America,   but  excessive  and  therefore  recommended  warm  fomeota- 
hsemorrhage   so  often  followed  it,  that  the  tions,  and  other  means  to  allay  irritatioii. 
practice  was  abandoned.      Dr.    Merriman  The  following  morning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  I 
states  that  he    has  seen  good  effects  pro-  again  visited  her  with  Mr.  Keymer ;  she  had 
duced  from   the  warm   or   tepid   hip-bath,  passed  a  restless  night,  distressed  whh  noost 
in  relaxing  the  soft  parts.     *'  Upon  the  same  violent  and  constant  pains,  continually  ex- 
pnnci[)le  of  inducing  relaxation  and  conse-  claiming  that  she   was   certain   she   would 
quent  dilatation  of   the  os    uteri,  he  says  burst.     I   found    her  in  a  most  alarminf 
clysters  of  tobacco  were  recommended  in  state,  and  she  appeared  to  be  rapidly  sioking : 
America  :  but  the  alarming  symptoms  which  she  with  difficulty  told  me,  that  two  houn 
fbUowed  in  the  single  case  where  tobacco  before,  during  a  most  severe  pain,  she  felt 
was  thus  employed,  will  I  trust  prevent  a  something  snap,  and  to  use  her  own  words, 
repetition  of  this  experiment."  *  the  web  of  her  body  had  given  way  ;•  the 
In  some  cases,  after  the  labour  has  con-  noise  of  which  one  of  her  attendants  de- 
tinued  many  hours,  the  os  uteri  is  so  thick,  clared  she  heard  ;  the  pains  had  then  tud* 
hard,  smooth,,  and   polished,  and   so  little  denly  ceased,  attended  with  a  dischai^  of 
dilated,  that  you  might  be  induced  to.  be-  blood,  fainting,  cold  sweats,   feeble  pulse, 
lieve  that  the  head  would  never  pass,  but  it  and  a  vomiting  of  a  brownish  fluid.     On 
is  astonishing  how  it  will  yield  in  time  if  introducing  my  hand  under  the  bed-clothes, 
you  have  patience,  and  employ  the  proper  I  found  there  had  been  a  very  considerable 
measures  tj  prevent  exhaustion  and  fever,  hsmorrhage,  and  among  the  coagula  I  dis* 
These  means  will  not,  however,  invariably  covered  a  substance  which  I  put  aside  ft>r 
succeed,   and   artificial   delivery   sometimes  future  examination.     At  this  time  I  found 
becomes  imperative,  and  from  all  that  has  the  head  of  the  child  so  low  as  to  enable  me 
&llen    under   my   ob;«ervation   I   am    con-  to   accomplish    delivery  speedily  witb   the 
vinced  that  there  is  far  less  danger  from  vectis.     The  child  was  living,  and  the  pla- 
premature  interference,  than  from  delaying  centa  was  expelled  without  any  difficulty, 
too   long  to    deliver    artificially.      In   the  After  waiting  some  time,  by  the  use  of  light 
eleventh  volume  of  the  Medico -Chirurgical  cordials  the  patient  appeared  to  revive,  but 
Transactions,  Mr.  P.  N.  Scott,  of  Norwich,  there  was  a  singular  fulness  and  tension  of 
one  of  the  most  judicious  and  experienced  the  abdomen,  such  as  I  had  never  before 
practitioners  now  in   Britain,  has  rectrled  witnessed.     It  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  hope* 
the  fdllowing  very  remarkable  case  of  ex-  less  case,  and  I  left  the  patient,  fearing  she 
treme  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  in  which  the  could  not  long  survive.     On  the  Tnesdaj 
separation   of  the  infi'rior  segment  of  the  morning  her    abdomen  was  swelled  to  an 
uterus   took  place   during  labour,  and  the  enormous  degree,  much  larger  than  previous 
patient  recovered.     '*  On  Sunday,  the  29th  to  her  delivery,  and  for  ten  days  it  remained 
of  October,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  very  tense  and  tender :  the  pulse  was  at  the 
I  was  requested  by  Mr.  Keymer,  a  resi)ec-  same  time  exceedingly  rapid  and  feeble,  skin 
table  surgeon  of  this  city,  to  visit  Mrs.  Hall,  hot,  and  tongue  furred.     I  drew  off  betwemi 
a  married   woman,   aged   36,   who  was   in  three  and   four   pints  of  urine  in  a  Tery 
labour  of  her  fir.>t  child.     He  stated  to  me  foetid  and  acrimonious  state,  and  had  ooca- 
that  he  had  been  in  attendance  for  sixteen  sion  to  repeat  this  operation  three  or  four 
hours,  that  labour  had   commenced  about  times   in   as   many   days.      In  a  week   the 
six  o'clock  on  the  Saturday  evening,  when  bowels    required    large   doses   of   calomel, 
he  first  saw  her,  and  that  though  the  liquor  Epsom  salts,  senna,  &c.  &c.  to  relieve  them, 
amnii  (as  he  was  informed  by  the  nurse),  and  for  a  month  the  patient  was  feverish, 
had  escaped  some  hours  previous  to  his  first  and  excessively  weak  and  languid.     During 
visit,  there  had  been  but  little  progress  made  this   time  several    large  coagula  were  ex- 
towards  delivery.     Mr.  Keymer  is  a  gentle-  pelled,  and    the  body  regained  its  natural 
man  of  very  extensive  experience,   having  size      She  was  much  emaciated,  but  by  the 
been  above  fifty  years  in  large  practice,  par-  use  of  light  tonics  and  nutritious  diet  she 
ticularly  in  this  branch  of  the  profession,  gradually    recovered     her    strength.      Her 
but  he  assured  me  that  he  had  never  seen  health  is  now  much  re-established,  but  she  has 
a  case  in  which  the  sufferings  of  the  patient  always  suffered  considerable  inconvenience 
were  so  extreme,  and  in  which  the  os  uteri  from   a  slight  prolapsus  uteri,  which  still 
was  so   tense  and  rigid.      On  seeing    the  continues.     There  is  very  considerable  ten- 
patient,    1    found   that  her  sufferings  con-  derness  in  the  pudenda,  and  at  the  last  ez« 
tinued  unabated,  that  the  os  uteri  was  not  amination  per  vaginam,   which  was  about 
dilated  to  more  than  the  size  of  a  half-crown  three  weeks  after  the   delivery,  I  found   a 
piece,  and  that  it  was  principally  of  a  thick,  continuous  cavity,  without  any  distinction 
unyielding,  but,  at  a  small  oortion  of  its  between  vagina  and  uterus.    The  catamenia 
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appeared  about  five  weeks  «go ;  they  were    keeping  the  patient  daring  the  first  stage  of 
preceded  by  pain  in  the  back,  and  continued  labour  upon  the  back  with  the  shoulders 
m  very  sinali  quantity  for  two  days.     The  slightly  depressed.     Dayentcr,  Baudelocque, 
child  is  in  good  healthf  and  the  mother  has  and  Desormeaux,   haye    all  attributed  an 
a  plentiful  secretion  of  milk.    The  api)ear-  undoe  degree  of  importance  to  obliquities  of 
aoce  presented  by  the  os  uteri,  and  an  irre-  the  uterus,  and  have  recommended  passing 
gular  part  of  the  cervix  surrounding  it,  has  the  fingers,  or  even  the  whole  hand,  into  the 
been  represented  in  this  coloured  engraving  vagina|to  push  the  head  of  the  child  above  the 
[shewing  it]  which  precedes  the  paper.     I  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  also  the  lower  part 
had  an  opporlunity  some  years  ago  of  seeing  of  the  uterus,  and  with  the  extremities  of 
the  preparation  of  the  parts  at  the  Middlesex  the  fingers  to  drag  forward  the  anterior  Up 
Hospital,  in  the  collection  of  Pr.  Merriman,  •  of  the  os  uteri  to  the  centre  of  the  pelvis, 
which  passed  into   the  possession   of  Dr.  and  to  keep  it  there  until  complete  dilata- 
Hugh   Ley,  and  since  his  death  into  that  tion  has  taken  place.     This  is  one  of  the  nu- 
of   Dr.  BulL     I   could   not    obtain  per-  merous  and  dangerous  manoeuvres  described 
mission  to  reiaove  it  from  the  spirits  to  as-  by  writers,  which  ought  never  to  be  thought 
oectsMi  if  die  Nabothean  glands  and  penni-  of.     '*  Cases  have  been  recorded,'*  says  Dr. 
fora  nig9  w*ef«    visible^    but  the    whole  Denman,  *'in  which  it  was  said  that  the 
history  oi  the  case,  and  the  appearance  of  os  uteri  was  perfectly  closed,  and  in  which 
the  preparation,  leave  no  doubt  that  the  os  it  has  not  only  been  proposed  to  make  an 
uteri  and  cervix  had  been  torn  away  from  artificial  o^iening,    instead  of    the    closed 
the  body  of  the  uterus.    A  great  many  ana-  natural  one,  but  the  operation  has  actually 
tomists   and   surgeons    who  examined  the  been  performed.     1  do  not  know  that  I 
part  in  the  recent  state  formed  this  opinion,  should  be  justified  in  saying  that  such  cases 
Mr.  Scott    concludes  this  communication  have  never  occurred  in  my  practice,  bat  I 
with  the  following  explanation  of  the  manner  am  persuaded  that  there  has  been  an  error 
in  which  the  accident  occurred.     "  It  has  in  this  account,  and  that  what  has  been 
appeared  to  me,  as  Dr.  Merriman  suggested,  called  a  perfect  closure  of  the  os  uteri  has 
that  the  head  of  the  child  passed  through  the  not  been  such,  but  that  we  have  been  nnaUe 
superior  aperture  of  the  pelvis,  carrying  the  to  discover  it  by  reason  of  its  obliquity." 
uterus  before  it  with  the  os  uteri  very  little  Dr.  Merriman  is  of  opinion  that  the  cases 
dilated,  and  that  in  this  way  the  dilatation  of  difficult  labour  from  the  os  uteri  being  pro- 
of the  uterus  was  prevented  by  the  head  jected  above  the  symphysis  pubis,  described 
pressing  it  firmly  against  the  sides  of  the  by   Daventer  and  other  writers,  were  in- 
pelvls,  so  as  to  prevent  the  action  of  the  Stances  of  retroversion  of  the  uterus  at  the 
uterus  from  being  exerted  on  the  cervix,  full   period.      I  have  met  with  no  cases 
The  great  force  of  the  uterus  acting  on  the  tending  to  confirm  or  refute  this  opinion, 
body  of  the  child  might  thus  produce  the  Sometimes  the  os  uteri  descends  with  the  head 
separation  of  the  circular  portion  exhibited.''  to  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  or  actually  passes 
I  saw  a  case  in  consultation  with  Mr.  Owen,  through  it  at  the  commencement  of  labour : 
of  Holbom  Bars,  where  the  os  uteri  was  where  this  happens,  the  patient  should  be 
thick,  hard,  smooth,  and  so  little  dilated,  and  placed  upon  the  back,  with  the  pelvis  eltvated 
pressed  so  close  to  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis  and  the  shoulders  diepressed,  and  the  pro- 
after  labour  had  continued  for  thirty  hours  lapsed  uterus  returned  to  its  natural  situation 
with  great  severity,  that  it  seemed  probable  by  long-continued  gentle  pressure  with  the 
an  accident  similar  to  that  described  would  expanded  fingers.     In  some  cases  the  an- 
take  place,  but  the  labour  was  at  last  safely  terior  wall  of  the  vagina  and  neck  of  the 
effected.    After  venesection,  an  opiate  enema,  bladder  are  pushed  down  even  through  the 
and    artificial    dilatation,    had    been    em-  external  parts  during   labour,   before    the 
ployed.  presenting  part,  and  sometimes  the  posterior 
Oblique  poniiom  qf  iht  o$  uttri  has  been  wall.     In  one  case  the  latter  was  mistaken 
enumerated  by    Dr.   Denman  among  the  for  the  foetal  membranes,  and  an  unsuccess- 
causes  of  diflSoult  labour  depending  on  rigi-  fol  attempt  was  made  to  perforate  with  the 
dity  of  the  parts  to  be  dilated,  and  Daventer  finger  the  back  .part  of  the  vagina.    Where 
erroneously  attributed  nearly  all    difficult  this  accident  occurs  the  protruded  part  of 
labours  to  obliquities  of  the  uterus.     Where  the  vagina  and  bladder  should  be  pressed  up 
great  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  parietes  and  supported  by  the  fiogers  daring  the 
exists,  the  fundus  uteri  sometimes  falls  for-  pains,  that  the  head  of  the  child  may  escape, 
ward,  and  the    os  uteri    is    consequently  Dr.  Merriman  relates  a  cose  in  which  the 
thrown  upward  and  backward  in  an  nnususd  bladder  distended  with  urine  filled  up  the 
di^^ree,   but  this  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  anterior  part  of  the  vagina,  and  was  punc- 
common  cause  of  difficult  labour,  and  where  tured  and  afterwards  sloughed.     The  prao- 
it  occurs  it  is  readily  relieved  by  applying  a  titioner  supposed  that  it  was  the  child's 
l^imdage  firmly  around  the  body,  and  by  head  enlarged  by  hydrocephalus. 
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3.  Of  protracted   and   difieuit   labour*  in  contact  with  the  body  of  tiie  cUld,  aai 
fiim  rigidity  qf  the  fietal  membranee —  press  down  the  head,  until  the  membranca 
their  premature  rupture — impetfeet  die-  are  pushed  a  considerable  way  before  it  into 
charge  qf  the  liquor  amnii^over  die-  the  vagina,  nor  even  then  until   they  an 
tension  qf  the  uterus  by  dropey  qf  the  brolLe.  Where  there  u  aoonsiderable  quantity 
amnion  and  a  plurality  qf  children.  of  fluid  between  the  head  and  membraiMi, 
The  membranes  not  unfreqnently  burst  «od  the  pains    are  sufficiently    uttoog    to 
spontaneously,  and  the  liquor  amnii  be^ns  render  them    tense,    diere  ia    naually    bo 
to  escape  before  the  commencement  of  the  difficulty  in  perforating  them  witii  the  point 
labour  pains  and  the  dilatation  of  the  os  of  the  finger  sharply  forced  against  them  { 
uteri.     One,  two,  or  three  days,  or  only  a  ^^^  where  the  pains  are  feeble,  end  the  bmbi. 
few  hours,  may  elapse  after  the  water  begins  branes  are  in  contact  with  the  heady  ynrj 
to  flow  and  uterine  action   occurs.    The  S^e^t  difficulty  is  often  ezperienoed  in  open- 
nature  of  the  presentation  should  be  as-  ing  them.    The  best  and  safest  method  ia  to 
certained  as  soon  as  possible  by  an  internal  P«m  the  nail  of  the  fore-finger  backward  and 
examination,  in  all  cases  of  premature  rup-  forward  over  the  membranes  like  a  saw,  till 
ture  of  the  membranes.  the  liquor  amnii  ia  felt  escaping.    I  bare  neter 
The  early  rupture  of  the  membranes  is  found  it  necessary  to  use  a  probe,  or  any  other 
almost  a  diagnostic  sign  of  preternatural  pre-  instrument  than  the  finger,  fimr  thia  purpose. 
sentations.    The  whole  liquor  amnii  may  be  ^     ^  _             ,  ,      ,  ,.^     ,   ,  , 
quickly  discharged,  or  if  the  opening  in  the  *•  Qf  protracted  and  difficult  Imhmrafnm 
membranes  be  small,  and  at  a  distance  from  fhortnen  of  the  umbtltcal  cord,  in  coa- 
the  cervix  uteri,  or  the  head  of  the  child  lies  'eguence  qf  being  tuneted  tmce  or  aevermi 
over  the  aperture,  it  may  escape  in  small  '"^  around  the  neck  and  inmk  ^  fit 
quantities  at  a  time,  or  it  may  ooze  out  child, 

slowly,  and  keep  the  patient  during  a  long  Sometimes  the  umbilical  cord  ia  so  short, 

period  in  a  very  uncomfortable  state.  When  without  surrounding  the  ned[  of  the  child, 

active     uterine    contractions    take     place,  that  it  is  torn  during  the  expulsion  of  the 

whether  it  be  a  first  or  subsequent  labour,  trunk  and  lower  extremities,  or  it  ia  nrrcassij 

the  process  often  goes  on  as  safely  and  ex-  to  tie  and  divide  it  before  they  oan   be 

peditiously  as  if  nothing  unusual  had  oc-  extracted.     Much  more  frequently  the  cord 

corred,  and  no  interference  is  necessary  or  is  twisted  once  or  ofte ner  around  the 


proper.     It  ia  only  in  cases  of  labour  pro-  and  during  both  the  first  and  second       _ 

tracted  by  feeble  uterine  action,  from  im.  of  labour  the  head  is  in  oonaequenoe  not 

perfect  discharge  of  the  liquor  amnii,  or,  as  only  retracted  upon  the  declension  of  every 

it  has  been  called,  dribbling  of  the  waters,  pain,  but  during  the  pains  it  is  not  poslied 

that  any  thing  is  required  to  be  done,  and  forward  with  the  usual  force,  and  tiie  Uboar 

then  the  membranes  should  be  freely  torn  is  protracted.     In  some  cases  the  head  Is 

open,  and  the  head  of  the  child  held  up  or  held  up  so  high  by  this  twisting  of  the  cord 

pressed  towards  the  sacrum   between  the  around  the  neck  that  the  nature  of  the  pre. 

pains,  and  the  os  uteri,  if  not  rigid,  very  sentation  cannot  be  positively  asoertamed 

gently   dilated  with  the  fingers.     Unusual  till  the  first  stage  of  labour  is  nearly  oom- 

rigidity  or  thickness  of  the  foetal  membranes,  pleted.    You  may  suspect  it  to  be  an 


with  or  without  an  excessive  quantity  of  presentation,  because  no  part  of  the  faetu 

liquor  amnii,    is  a    much  more  common  can  be  touched  when  the  os  uteri  is  folly 

cause  of  protracted  labour  than  their  pre-  dilated ;  and  yet,  when  the  hand  is  introdnoed 

mature  rupture,  and  their  artificial  rupture  to  turn,  and  the  membranes  are  mptared» 

is  often  followed  by  strong  and  regular  con-  the    head     presents,     and     is     prevented 

tractions,  and  the  safe  and  speedy  termination  from   descending  in  the  ordinary  "»«"nfr 

of  the  labour.     If  the  perineum  and  os  uteri  from   the  shortness  of  the  cord.     In  the 

a:«  rigid,  and  the  head  is  high  up,  and  it  is  tie  second  stage  of   labour,  when    the    head 

first  child,  it  is  seldom  necessary  to  have  is  in    the   cavity  or    pressing  against  the 

recourse  to  rupturing  the  membranes  before  parts  at  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  yon  may 

the  first  stage  of  labour  is  hcarly  or  fully  suspect  that  the  cord  surrounds  the  necV, 

completed.     When  the  first  stage  is  for  ad-  by   the  head  receding  in  an  extraordinary 

vanoed,  the  parts  yielding,  yet  the  pains  are  manner  after  each  pain  goes  off.    There  is 

feeble  and  incflfective  for  sc^'cral  hours,  then  no  rigidity  of  the  parts,  nothing  unusual 

you  may  rupture  the  membranes.    Where  about  the  size  and  position  of  the  head,  no 

tlMsre  is  a  great  quantity  of  liquor  amnii,  or  deficiency  of  uterine  contractions,  yet  the 

the  uterus  is  over  distended  by   twins,  it  head  does  not  pass  for  many  hours ;  not,  in- 

has  not  the  power  to  contract  upon  its  con-  deed,  till  your  patience  and  the  woman's 

tents  with  sufficient  force  to  rupture  the  strength  are  both  very  nearly  exhausted, 

membranes,  and  it  may  become  completely  You  may  be  certain  that  this  is  the  canae  of 

exhausted  if  this  is  not  done  artificially,  the  delay  by  passing  up  two  fingers,  or  the 

The  uteras,  as  Smellie  states,  cannot  come  whole  hand  as  high  as  poaaible  between  the 
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■ymphbispubii  and  head,  and  fedingdieoord  wOl  paaa  through  fhe  apertitrea  with  diffi- 

saiTOiinding  the  nedc.  If  it  poliatea  atrongly  cnltj,  or  be  arrested  in  them.    The  progress 

I  entreat  yon  to  have  patieiice,  to  leave  the  and  termination  of  these  oases  is  similar  to 

case  to  nature  if  immediate  delivery  is  not  tiiose  in  which  the  pelvis  is  small  or  distorted, 

necessary  on  some  other  ground,  and  to  ab-  and  the  head  does  not  exceed  the  ordinary 

stain  from  exhibiting  ergot  of  rye  or  apply-  size.    If  the  disproportion  between  the  head 

ing  the  forceps.    But  if  the  pulsations  were  and  pelvis  is  inconsiderable,  the  labour  is 

becoming  graduaDy  feebler,  and  you  had  protracted,  but  if  time  is  given,  and  no  im- 

proofs  of  the  foetal  circulation  being  in-  proper  treatment  be  employed,  it  is  at  last 

termpted,  and  the  labour  were  greatly  pro-  completed  without  artificial  assstanoe,  and 

tracted,  the  best  practice  certainly  would  be  the  child's  life  is  preserved.    But  where  the 

immediately  to  deliver  with  the  forceps.    In  head  is  much  too  large  to  pass,  it  becomes 

a  case  of  tedious  labour,  which  I  lately  saw  arrested  and  impacted  in  the  brim ;  the  bones 

in  consultation  with  Mr.  Russel,  of  Broad  are  gradually  compressed,  so  as  to  ride  over 

Street,   I  declined  at  first  employing  the  one  another  between  the  pains,  and  it  be- 

forceps,  because  the  cord  was  around  the  comes  swollen  and  elongated  in  a  remarkable 

neck  and  was  pulsating  vigorously,  and  the  manner,  where  the  head  has  been  allowed  to 

mother  was  not  exhausted ;  but  after  some  remain  long  strongly  compressed  either  in 

hours  the  pulsations  in  the  cord  had  become  the  brim,  cavity,  or  outlet  of  the  pelvis  ;  the 

extremely  weak,  and  the  chOd  would  proba-  child  is  usually  dertroyed  by  the  iiqury  in- 

bly  have  been  destroyed  in  a  short  time  had  flicted  on  the  brain,  and  the  soft  parts  of  the 

we  not  interfered.  The  blades  of  the  forceps  mother  suffer  from  the  long-continued  pres- 

were  easily  applied,  and  the  diild  was  soon  sure.    The  symptoms  which  here  indicate 

extracted  alive  and  uninjured.  the  necessity  for  artificial  assistance  have 

The  operation  of  turning  was  sometimes  already  been  fully  described,  and  the  safety 

had  recourse  to  by  Smellie  in  these  cases.  both  of  the  mother  and  child  will  generally, 

'*  In  June  1751,"  he  says,  **  I  was  called  by  I  am  satisfied,  be  best  secured  by  interposing 

a  midwife  to  a  woman  who  had  been  many  as  soon  as  it  is  evident  that  the  natural 

hours  in  labour,  and  found,  that  after  the  powers  are  insufficient  for  the  expulsion  of 

discharge  of  the  waters,  the  head  was  forced  the  head. 

low  down  by  every  pain,  but  afterwards        Hydroetpkaiut  in   the  child    is  not  a 

drawn  up  again.     I  was  likewise  informed,  common  cause  of  protracted  labour ;  but 

that  formerly  she  used  to  have  laige  children  the  diagnosis  is   very  difficult,  and  if  the 

and  quick  labours.     Encouraged  by  this  in-  iftture  of  the  obstruction  be  not  early  as- 

formation,  I  tried  to  turn  the  child,  but  was  oertained  the  result  has  generally  been  un- 

prevented  by  the  strong  contraction  of  the  fortunate ;  the  os  uteri  dilates  or  is  dilatable ; 

uterus ;  but  in  making  this  trial,  and  rais-  but  the  head,  if  much  distended  with  fluid, 

ing  the  head,  I  not  only  found  the  funis  cannot  enter  or  pass  through  the  brim  of  the 

surrounding    the   neck,   but  likewise    the  pelvis,andezhau8tion  or  rupture  of  the  uterua 

uterus  contracted  before  the  shoulders.  This  takes  place.    Where  the  affection  is  in  a 

last  I  dilated  with  my  fingers  as  much  as  slighter  degree,  or  if  the  pelvis  be  very 

possible,  then  withdrawing  my  hand,  applied  large,  the  head  is  expelled  by  the  pains  un- 

the  forceps  and  delivered  the  child,  which  diminished.     ''  I   have  known,"  says  Dr. 

had  been  dead  for  some  days.    The  fonis  Merriman,  "  one  hydrocephalic  foetus  pass 

was  three  times  round  the  nedi,  being  much  entire,  the  circumference  of  whose  head  was 

tumified  and  of  a  livid  colour."     Smellie  seventeen  inches ;  another  passed  alive,  and 

made  two  capital  mistakes  in  the  treatment  lived  an  hour,  whose  head  measuied  in  dr- 

of  this  case ;  the  first  was  in  attempting  to  cumference  twenty-two  inches ;    both  the 

deliver  by  turning  the  child,  which  ought  never  above   laboun   were    long    and    painful." 

to  be  done  under  similar  circumstances,  and  Where  the  cause  of  the  difficulty  U  clearly 

which  I  hope  the  uterine  contractions  will  ascertained,  by  feeling  the  bones  of  the  foetid 

also  prevent  you  from  carrying  into  effect  head  widely  separated  from  one  another,  and 

should  you  make  the  attempt.    The  next  a  sense  of  fluctuation  is  also  perceived,  and 

practical  mistake  was  in  delivering  with  the  where  the  os  uteri  is  dilatable,  and  the  pains 

forceps,  when  he  knew,  or  ought  to  have  have  continued  strong  for  some  hours,  and 

known,  that  the  child  was  dead.  the  head  has  not  entered  the  brim,  the  per- 
forator should  be  employed  without  loss  of 

6.  qf]proiraeted  and  difficult  labemrtfnm  time.    The  following  cases  which  have  come 

wmtual  size  and  otM^leaiion  of  the  head  ^nder  my  observation  will  convince  you  that 

qf   the    child.      Hydrocephaly  —  Me  congenital  hydrocephalus  is  detected  with 

ftrehead  Htuated  under  the  arch  qf  the  g^at  difficulty  during  labour,  and  that  it  is 

puhet—jnteentation  qf  the  face— one  qf  often  followed  by  the  most  fatal  consequences. 

the  arms  with  the  head^death  of  the  E^ery  case  of  this  kind  which  I  have  seen 

child,  and  the  dietemion  qf  its  abdo-  hes  terminated  fatally,  and  in  tba  wsi&wt 

mem  with  air  or  fluid.  number  of  tVwsift  ^«i  oKoait  ^  ^«e.  ^MSass^i^.^ 

If  the  pelvis  is  not  above  the  average  size,  was  not  uscettaJunieA  \}C\  \\.  ntva^  Vs^Na^. 
and  the   cad  is  unusually  large  and  hard,  it         In  \ft*i\»  \  ^«>»  c»5iNsA  Vjc^  vk  n^waasv  vd. 
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Wanrick  Street,  who  had  been  in  laboar  being  no  pain,  came  in  contact  witfi  iHnt 

nearly   60  hours.     It  was  the  first  child,  seemed  at  first  the  bodies  of  two  cMldren. 

The  bead  had  not  entered  the  brim,  and  it  It  was  passed  on  to  the  ftrndos,  where  thnt 

had  not  been  discovered  that  the  head  was  was  a  foot  felt.     I  grasped  this,  and,  wftboot 

enormously    distended    with    fluid.      The  the  slightest  eiertion,  brought  it  down  and 

deliyery  was  easily  effected  by  the  perforator  extracted  the  trunk  and  extremitiefl  of  the 

and  crotchet;  but  inflammation  of  the  uterus  child,  but  the  head  would   not  follow.     I 

took  place,  which  proved  fatal  in  a  few  days,  perforated  the  back  part  of  the  head  with 

On  the  14th  of  July,   1829,  the  late  Dr.  the  scissors,  when  there  escaped  a  vtrjlutgt 

John  Prout  called  me  to  see  a  woman,  set.  quantity  of  fluid,  and  it  was  not   till  tUi 

31,   residing    at  No.    6,   Draper's    Place,  began  to  flow  that  I  properlT  understood 

Etuton   Square.      She  had  been   long  in  the  cause  of  the  difficulty.    Wiui  the  crotchet 

labour  with  her  first  child,  and  the  prescn-  passed  into  the  opening,  the  head  was  easily 

tation  could  not  be  positively  determined,  drawn  through  the  pelvis,  and  the  placenta 

After  the  escape  of  an  immense  quantity  of  being    loose    was    soon   removed.       Little 

liquor  amnii,  and  the  complete  dilatation  of  haemorrhage  took  place,  and  for  twenty-four 

ttie  OS  uteri,  the  presenting  part  remained  hours  the  symptoms  were  so  favoamble  that 

entirely  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.     It  it  appeared  she  might  recover.     The  aick- 

was  not  till  I  introduced  the  hand  into  the  ncss,  however,  never  subsided,  and  she  died 

uterus,  to  deliver  by  turning,  that  I  knew  suddenly  forty-eight  hours  after  being  de- 

with  certainty  that  the  head  presented,  and  livered.     I  examined  the  bodf  the  following 

that  it  was  distended  with  fluid.     Instead  of  day  with  Mr.  Tucker,  and  we  foond  all  the 

turning,   the  hand  was  immediately  with-  coats  of  the  uterus  torn  from  the  fnndos  tO 

drawn  on  the  nature  of  the  difficulty  being  as-  the  orifice  on  the  anterior  part.     (The  nterai 

certained,  and  the  perforator  employed,  when  is  in  my  possession,  and  you  shall  have  an 

several  pints  of  a  bloody  fluid  gushed  out.  opportunity  of  seeing  it.)    There  were  Jq. 

The  head  was  readily  extracted,  but  she  h>id  of  blood  in  the  peritoneum.     The  bones  of 

a  violent  fit  of  cold  shivering  immediately  the  head  were  at  least  twice  the  nataral  siie^ 

after,  and  had  nearly  died  from  exhaustion,  the  ossification,  particularly  of  the  parietBl 

She  was    ultimately  destroyed  by   uterine  bones,  having  kept  pace  with  I3ie  dtatensioa 

phlebitis  and  gangrene  of  the  lungs.     On  of  the  head  from  the  fluid.     The  slrall  hu 

the  12th  of  March,   1828,   I  saw  another  been  drietl,  and  you  sec  it  is  nearly  as  large 

case  of  hydrocephalus   in   the  foetus   with  as  the  head  of  an  adult. 

dropsy  of  the  amnion,  where  the  nature  of        Mrs.   G ,    let.   30,  96,   Dnunmond 

the  difficulty  was  not  ascertained  in  time  to  Street,    Euston   Snare.      Being  at  the  fal 

be  of  any  use  to  the  patient,  who  was  left  period  of  pregnancy,  the  liquor  amnii  begaa 

too  long  in  labour,  and  afterwards  died  from  to    escape    at   6    p.m.    22d    June,     1842. 

inflammation  of  the  muscular  structure  of  Labour  pains  commenced  at  1   a.m.  of  thi 

the  uterus.     But  the  two  most  unfortunate  23d,  and  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Tavistock  Square^ 

cases  of  difficult  labour  from  hydrocephalus  saw  her  at  3  a.m.     The  pains  were  feeUe 

that  I  have  ever  seen  occurred  last  summer,  till  11,  and  then  for  several  hours  after  they 

and  within  a  week  of  one  another.     Their  became   more  active  and  frequent.     At  S 

histories  are  the  following  : —  p.m.  a  small  loop  of  the  funis,  along  with 

A  woman  near  the  full  period,  residing  at  the  head,  was  felt  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvla. 

No.  9,  Castle  Street,  St.  Martin's  Lane,  was  The  pains  gradually  ceased  after  3,  and  ^le 

seized  with  slight  labour-pains  on  Saturday,  compluine<l  of  cramps  about  the  stomach, 

June  18,  1H12.     The  liquor  amnii  soon  after  At  6,  there  was  no  dangerous  symptom; 

escaped.     The  pains  contiimcd  during  the  but  at  8,  violent  pain  was  felt  at  the  fundiis 

19th  and  20th  at  long  irregular  intervals,  uteri.     At  10  p.m.  I  first  saw  her  with  Mr. 

and  had  little  eflcct  on  the  os  uteri,     tarly  Kennedy  ;    she  was  then  sitting  up  in  bedt 

on  the  moniing  of  Tuesday,  the  21st,  they  supported  by  pillows,  the  breathing  hurried 

were  stronf^er  and  more  frequi*ut,  and  the  and  pul^e  feeble,  with  sickness  and  viHnitia||. 

midwife  thought  the  labour  would  soon  be  She  complained  of  ezcnidating  pain  In  tte 

fininhed.     Suddenly    a    violent    pain,    like  upper  part  of  the  uterus,  which  she  could 

spasm,  was   experienced   in   the  epigastric  not    bear   to  be  touched,   and  which  felt 

region,  and  sotm  after,  sicknes«,  faint.)ess,  remarkably    hard    and    irregular.       Slight 

hurried  breathing,  and  coldness  of  the  ez'  hfemorrhage  from  the  uterus;  the  funis  still 

tremities,   took    plure.      Mr.    Tucker   was  felt,  but  the  presenting  part  had   receded 

called   to  her  about  two   hours  after  the  bi^ond  the  reach  of  the  finger.     I  passed 

occurrence  of  these  symptoms,  and  found  the  hand  into  the  uterus  and  felt  the  placenta 

the  placenta  filling  the  os  uteri,  which  was  ailhering  to  the  posterior  wall,  but  could 

considerably  dilated,  and  some  hsmorrbage  feel  no  part  of  the  child.     So  violent  was 

going  on.     1  saw  her  not  long  after,  and  the  pain  produced  by  the  hand,  that  I  with- 

thought  she  would  probably  die  before  the  drew  it  without  making  any  attempt  to  paM 

delivery  could  be  completed.     The  hand  it  throngh  the  opening  in  the  uterus  to 

passed  readily  into  the  uterus,  and,  there  eitract  the  child.     A  large  opiate  was  given, 
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«nd  flhe  fell  asleep  for  a  short  time.     Feeling  pushed    down  hy   water  contained  in  the 

anxious  that  she  should  not  die  undelivered,  skull.     This  the  pains  forced  down  lower 

we  resolved  to  make  an  attempt  to  extract  and  lower,  so  that  the  os  internum  being 

the  child.     I  again  passed  the  hand  into  the  fully  opened,  it  stretched  the  vagina  and  the 

uterus,  carried  it  forward  through  a  great  os  externum  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are 

rent  in  the  fundus,  when  it  came  immediately  commonly  dilated  by  the  membranes  and 

in  contact  with  one  of  the  feet,  which  I  waters  of  the  secundines ;  and  he  says,  I  felt 

seized  and  brought  back  into  the  uterus.     I  the  bones  of  the  skull  loose  and  riding  one  over 

bad  little  difficulty  in  extracting  the  trunk  another.     The  lirad  was  expelled  without 

and  extremities  of  the  child,  but  the  head  aasisHnce.  but   a  good   deal  of  force  was 

would  not  follow,  though  great  force  was  required  to  extract  the  body  and  shoulders, 

employed,  till  perforated  behind  one  of  the  because   the  abdomen   was  swollen.     The 

ears,  and  then  several  pints  of  fluid  escaped,  child  had  been  dead  ten  days.     These  cases 

Abdominal  inflammation  followed,  the  acute  prove  that  tbe  diagnosis  is  sometimes  most 

fymptoma  of  which  yielded  to  treatment ;  difficult  in  protracted  labour  from  an  hydro- 

but    fifteen   days   after    delivery    feeculent  cephalic  state  of  the  foetus,  and  that  it  has 

matter  b^gan  to  pass  by  the  vagina,  and  the  often  terminated  fatally.    I  have  related  these 

whole    continued   to    escape   through  the  and  the  following  cases  with  the  view  of  ren- 

vagina  for  thirteen  days  after,  when  she  died,  dering  you  cautions  how  you  employ  ergot  of 

The  omentum  and  ail  the  parts  around  the  rye,  or  any  other  means,  to  excite  strong 

uterus  were  glued  together.    The  lower  part  uterine  contractions  before  the  presenting 

of  the  ilium  adhered  firmly  to  the  fundus  part  has  been  clearly  ascertained, 

uteri.     On  separating   the  ilium,   a  large  Smellie  mentions  another  case  in   which 

irregular  opening  was  seen  in  the  uterus,  the  flooding  took  place  before  delivery,  and  all 

edges  of  which  were  in  a  black  sloughing  bis  efforts  to  extract  the  head  after  turning 

state.     The  ilium  was  perforated  in  the  part  were  useless  in  consequence  of  hydrocephalus, 

corresponding  with  the  rent  in  the  uterus.  He  exerted  great  force,  and  continued  to 

and  through  this  opening  the  feculent  mettar  increase  it  till  he  found  the  neck  and  mouth 

had  passed  from   the  ilium,   through    the  to  give  way.     A  curved  crotchet  was  then 

parity  of  the  uterus,  into  the  vagina.     Had  passed   up   along  the  child's  head  to   the 

.the  cause  of  the  difficulty  been  ascertained  upper  and  convex  part  of  the  forehead,  and, 

sufficiently  early  in  this  and  the  four  pre-  on  pulling  forcibly,  the  bones  of  the  skull 

ceding  fatal  cases  of  hydrocephalus  in  the  collapsed,  and  a  quantity  of  watf  r  escaped, 

foetus,  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  that  several  The   head  was  about  a  third  larger  than 

of   them,   if   not    all,  would   have   ended  common,  and  the  woman  died  18  or  20  days 

fiivourably.  after.    The  delivery  would  have  been  more 

In  a  case  of  difficult  labour  from  hydro-  easily  effected  by  perforating  the  back  part 

cephalic  foetus,  recorded   by    Perfiect,   the  of  the  head,  and  then  extracting  it  with  the 

woman  died  in  two  hours  after  being  de-  crotchet,  which  he  did  in  another  case.     In 

livered.     The  head  was  twenty-four  inches  the  4th   vol.    of   the    Medico-Chirurgtcal 

in  circumference.  Transactions,  Sir  C.  Bell  relates  a  case  of 

Smellie  has  related  four  cases  of  hydro-  hydrocephalus  in  which  the  uterus  was  rup- 
cephalus,  one  of  which  occurred  in  1747,  tured.     Dr.  Ramsbotham  relates  three  cases, 
and  he  states  that  after  the  orifice  of  the  two  of  which  terminated  fatally, 
uterus  was  largely  dilated,  the  head  continued  Ascites  in  the  foetus  is  a  still  more  rare 
long  high  up  at  the  brim,  and  felt  in  such  disease  than  hydrocephalus,  and  it  may  pre- 
an  uncommon  manner  that  he  was  for  some  vent  the  body  of  the  child  following  the  head 
time  uncertain  whether  it  was  the  head  or  through  the  pelvis.     The  same  effect  is  pro- 
breech,  but  the  waters  being  discharged  it  duced  by  distension  of  the  abdomen  with  air 
was  pushed  a  little  lower  down ;   then  he  where  the   foetus  is  dead,  and  where  the 
.  fislt  the  hairy  scalp,  and  perceived  the  head  kidneys    and    bladder  are   distended   with 
iraadropaical/rom  the  looseness  of  the  bones,  urine  in   consequence  of  the   urethra  and 
and  the  great  distance  between  them.     The  ureters  being  impervious.    In  all  these  cases, 
head  was  expelled  without  artificial  help,  where  any  difficulty  arises  in  extracting  the 
Another  case  occitfred  in  1753.     It  was  the  trunk  of  the  child,  the  perforator  should  be 
first    child.    The    membranes   and  waters  passed  up,  and  the  air  and  fluid  in  the  abdo- 
opened  the  os  uteri  in  a  very  slow  manner,  men  should  be  evacuated, 
and  when  they  came  down  to  the  middle  of 
the  vagina,  felt  as  if  there  had  been  one  set 
of  membranes  within  another,  though  the 

internal  teemed  to  be  much  thicker  than  the  

ezteiTial.  But  before  the  os  uteri  was  fully 
opened,  the  membranes  broke,  and  then  T 
oieovered  the  other  was  the  hairy  scalp, 
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r-Aov  nv  I  evaporated  500  grains  of 

CASK  OF  ^^^  jQg5.3^  g^p^  ^^^^  ^^^ 

DIABETES    MELLITUS,         gnlphnnc  acid  in  the  exhausted  reed  w 

WITH  NUMEROUS  OBSERVATIONS.  «^  ^«  air-pump,  April  2ad,  7  F-M . 

AND  A  REVIEW  OF  THE  PATHOLOGY  AND  Weight,  MaV  3d,  7  P.M.        46-3. 

TREATMENT  OF  THIS  DISEASE.  pj^g,        May  7th,  1  P  JI.       46-3. 

By  John  Percy,  M.D.  (Edin.)  j^^  desiccation  in  this    ease  mwt 

FhysicUn  to  the  Queeo'a  HoBpiUl,  and  Lectorer     t^        \^^„  rnmnlpt^      Thp  v^tn^nt  wm 

on  Onjanic  Chcmiitry  at  the  Royal  8cho«l  of        "*^®,  '^^^  compieie.      1  ne  extract  WIS 

jMicine  and  Sundry,  Birminffham.  nearly  coloorless,  and  was  fall  of  smaH 

(Continued  from  pafl^  54.)  ^"SSl^'"     i         *  *v  •         

^                     "^  500  grains  of  the  same  tinne  were 

evaporated  over  the  steam-bath,  Aprfl 

Record  of  Chemical  oheervationM  made  23d,  11  A.M.    The  bath  consisted  of  a 

tit  respect  to  Merchant.  tin  vessel,  the  cover  of  which  contained 

1  KCAMiNED  the  urine  at  repeated  in-  »  circular  aperture  just  sufficient  to 

tervals,  from  the  time  of  his  admission  receive  a  Berhn  capsule, 

to  that  of  his  death.    It  had  the  ordi-  Weiirht  at  41  p.m.     48*7 

nary  properties  of  urine  in  diabetes  *          ft        '     46^ 

mellitus.    Colour  pale  straw.   Without  "           9i    **       4!H 

sediment.      Delicate    mucous    cloud.  "                  " 

Odour  tut  aenerii,  and  not  urinous.  The  desiccation  was  continued  on  the 

Acid.     It  furnished  well-crystallized  following  morning, 

grains  of  grape-sugar,  by  exposing  the  Weight  at  12  a.m.    44  7 

syrup  obtained  by  evaporation  over  the  2*  p.m.   44*1 

steam-bath  to  the  air  for  several  days.  "           Si       *    43"5 

Crystals  of  uric  acid  were  separated  by  "           *^    »» 

the  addition  of  hydrochloric  acid.    At  The  residuum  was  hard  when  coU, 

first,  I  was  unable  to  detect  urea,  but  and  had  a  dark  brown  colour, 

afterwards  I  was  enabled  to  separate  _           *.      .                 .«.« 

well-formed  crystals  of  nitrate  of  urea.  Evaporation  m  vacuo    4Gr3 

The  specific  cavity  will  be  found  by  ^''^^  steam-bath    43  5 

reference  to  the  table.     In  rcKpect  to  jwtr^                   q.q 

the  proximate  analysis  of  diabetic  urine.  Uinerence           ^8 

there  are  three  points  on  which  I  shall  Again,  evaporation  of  diabetic  imne» 

offer  some  observations,  viz.  the  deter-  gp.  gr.  1027*^,  continued  for  many  honis 

mination  of  the  water,  of  the  suffar,  and  over  the  steam-bath.    200  grains  em- 

of  the  urea.  ployed. 

lir  Of  the  dermination  of  the  water.  .  .       ...         .„-. 

—The  amount  of  water  is  usually  esti-  \^  weighing    IM 

mated  by  evaporation  over  the  steam-  ^         »»            J^ 

bath ;   and  the  data  upon  which  the  ^        "           , ,  i 

well-known  table   of   Dr.  Henry    is  ^JjJ        "           ".  ^ 

founded  were  obtained  in  this  manner.  ^^^       >»            **'* 

The  loss  occasioned  by  such  evapora-  It  was  not  ascertained  whether  11-4^ 

tionis  regarded  as  water.    For  prac-  the  result  of  the  fifth  weighing,  m-as  the 

tical  purposes    merely,   this  truth  is  Quantity  which   would  not  admit  of 

sufiiciently  accurate ;  but  it  is  not  sa-  Airther  diminution  in  weight  by  oon- 

tisfactory  to  the    analytical  chemist,  tinned  evaporation.    The  same  objec- 

Thefollowin^comparative experiments,  tion,  on  the  ground  of  accuracy,  will 

performed  with  the  greatest  attention  also  apply  to  the  drying  apparatus  of 

to  accuracy, will  shew  that  at  the  tempe-  Berzehus,  represented  and  described  in 

raturc  of  lioiling  water  decomp<Mition  Plate  7,  Fig.  31,  Tome  Si^me,  Traits 

of  the  organic  matter  of  the  urine  is  de  Chimie.    From  the  specimens  of 

effected.    Even  in  vacuo,  decomposi-  diabetic  urine  subjected  to  experiment, 

tion  in  a  shght  degree  takes  place ;  and  I    obtained   well    crystallized   grape^ 

if  diabetic  urine  be  evaporated  over  suffar. 

strong  sulphuric  acid,  in  the  receiver  Again,  evaporation  of  200  grains  of 

of  the  air-pump,  the  acid  acquires  a  pale  urine,  containing  an  excess  of  urea,  over 

brown  colour.  the  steam-bath,  sp.  gpr.  1027^. 
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Ifit  weighing    12*5  6th  weighing    10.2 

2d       „  117  7th       „  101 

3d       ,,  11*0  8th       „  10*0 

4th      H  10-6  9th       „  98 

5th     „  10-3  10th      „  9-6 

The  experiment  was  hegnn  at  11  A.M.  I  have  obtained  beautiful  and  almost 

and  continued  until  10  p.m.  of  the  same  colourless  grains,  composed  of  minute 

day.        The    preceding    experiment,  and  perfect  crystals,  by  exposing  the 

together  with  numerous  others  of  a  svrup  left  by  evaporation  in  vacuo.   In 

similar  kind,  have  induced  me  always,  tne  estimation  of  the  quantity  of  suffar 

in  delicate  analyses  of  the  urine,  in  I  have  resorted  to  the  process  of  lev- 

which  I  wish  to  attain  extreme  ac-  mentation. 

curacy,  to  determine  the  amount  of  Oct.  26th.— To  i^ij.  of  Merchant's 
water  by  evaporation  in  vacuo  over  urine,  sp.gr.  1036^  I  added  a  minute 
strong  sulphuric  acid  at  the  ordinary  quantity  of  yeast.  The  gas  evolved 
temperature.  500  grains  of  Merchant's  was  first  passed  over  chloride  of  calcium, 
urine,  sp.  bt.  1040^,  left,  after  exposure  and  then  into  Liebig's  potash  bulb  ap- 
to  the  influence  of  strong  sulphuric  paratus,  just  as  in  ordinary  organic 
acid  in  vacuo  for  nine  days,  51*63  of  analysis.  The  urine  was  contained  in 
pale  brownish  yellow  frothy  extract,  a  two-necked  bottle,  one  neck  of  which 
j^ow,  a  wine  pint  of  diabetic  urine,  of  was  connected  with  the  chloride  of 
sp.  gr.  10^^,  »  7581*3  grains ;  and,  calcium  tube,  whilst  the  other  received 
according  to  Henry's  Table,  should  a  small  tub^^rawn  out  to  a  capillary 
contain  /66'4  of  solid  matter.  There-  extremity,  vmich  was  introduced  below 
fore,  1000  grains  of  such  urine  should  the  surface  of  the  urine,  the  other  ex- 
furnish  101*(^  of  solid  matter.  How-  tremity  communicating  with  the  atmos- 
ever,  by  desiccation  in  vacuo,  as  men-  phere.  By  this  arrangement,  I  could, 
tioned  above,  I  obtained  from  1000  as  in  an  organic  ansuysis,  cause  the 
grains  of  such  urine  103*26.  Excess  in  carbonic  acid  remaining  in  the  bottle 
the  latter  amounts  to  2*18  grains.  after   fermentation    to  pass  into   the 

2d.  Of  the  determination  of  the  sugar,  potash  apparatus,  by  innaling  in  the 

In  order  to  procure  ciystallized  grape-  usual  way  with  a  pipette.    Fermenta- 

sugar  from  mabetic  urine,  it  is  essential  tion  was  soon  estaulished,  and  the  gas 

to  leave  the  brown  syrup  obtained  by  was  disengaged  with  regularity.    The 

evaporation  over  the  steam-bath,  ex-  corks  used  m  adjusting  tne  tubes  to  the 

posed  to  the  air,  sometimes  for  several  two-necked    bottle    were    varnished, 

days.    In  this  case  the  crystallization  When  the  gas  ceased  to  be  evolved,  as 

does  not  depend  upon  any  further  de-  indicated  by  the  rising  of  the  solution 

gree  of  evaporation,   which  may  be  of  potash,  the  potash  apparatus  was 

effected  bvsuch  exposure,  but  is  con-  detached  and  weighed,  the  carbonic 

nected  witn  a  molecular  change,  which,  acid  remaining  in  tne  bottle  and  chlo- 

when  once  excited,  proceeds  with  con-  ride  of  calcium  tube  having  been  pre- 

siderable  rapidity.    The  attraction  of  viously  displaced  by  air,  in  the  manner 

cohesion  in  the  syrup  interferes  with  described. 

the  freedom  of  molecular  motion  es-       jj^^r  fermentation    .        .        769.94 
sential  to  rapid  crystallization.    I  have       Before         „  .        .        73702 

had  syrup  oi  diabetic  urine,  which  has  »— 

not  crystallized  in  less  than  a  fortnight.        Increase,  dae  to  carboi^  add.     32*92 

One  atom  of  grape  sugar  (Cu  Hu  Ou)  199*44*  (C«6*12.) 

One  atom  of     oitto  by  fermentation,  yields  4COs  -88*48 

.%  88*48  :  199.44  :  :     32*92  :  74*203. 

.-.  f.  |ig  :  74*203  :  :     f.  Jxyj  :  395.749  grains  of  grape-sugar 

in  a  wine  pint  of  urine. 

Now,  according  to  Henry's  Table,        Nov,  9th. — In  precisely   the  same 

one  pint  of  such  urine  contains  689.6  of  manner,    I  fermented  1000  grains  of 

solid  matter.    Hence,  in  this  quantity  Merchant's  urine,  sp.  gr.  1040«. 

we  should  have  689*6  —  395*749  - 

293*851  of  drganic  and  $aUne  matter,  ^  ^^^^^  Hx\«fc*i»a. 

besides  mgar. 
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Potash  apparatna,  after  fimnentatioD,  weighed    610*62  grains 

Ditto  before      Ditto        Ditto         781-91 

Increase,  carbonic  acid  ....  ■ 

2871 

Hence,  this  quantity  of  urine  con-  urine  of  sp.gr.  1036®,  contained  396749 

tained  Q4'7i4  grainH  of  grape-sugar,  grains.    We  have,  then,  in  a  wine  piot 

1000  grains  of  this  urine,  we  have  seen,  of  urine  of  sp.  gr,  1040**,  76*016  grains 

furnished,  by  complete  desiccation  tn  of  <£Ufpr  more  than  in  the  same  measure 

vacuot  103*26  grains.      A  wine    pint  of  unne  of  sp.  gr.  1036**.     Now  from 

would  contain  471*765  grains  of  fi^rape-  Henry's  Table  we  learn,  that  a  wine 
sugar.    Now,  a  wine  pint  of  Merchant's 

766'4  grains 
689-6 


pint  of  urine,  sp.  gr.  1040**,  contains,  of  solid  matter 
and       Ditto  Ditto  1036<»,      Ditto  Ditto      . 
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This  excess,  then,  would  appear  to  be  3.  Of  the  determination  i^tkt  htm. 

entirely  grape-sugar, as  will  be  seen  from  — This  principle,  frequently,  cannot  be 

the  statements  immediately  preceding,  detected  in  diabetic  urine  in  the  usual 

76*8 — 76*01 6« 0*784.  manner,  by  evaporation  and  the  addi- 

In  regard  to  the  method  of  estimating  tion  of  nitric  acid ;  the  sugar  prevent- 

the  quantity  of  su^r  in  diabetic  urine  ing  the  precipitation  of  the  nitrate  of 

bv  tne  process  of  fernwntation,  it  is  urea,  or  the  urea  existing  only  in  small 

alleged  tnat  two  sources  of  error  exist,  quantity.     At  one  time  the   opinion 

viz.  the  production  of  carbonic  acid  prevailed  that  urea  was  generaHv  ab- 

from  the  yeast,  and  the  resolution  of  8eutfronidiHl>cticurine,but  this  opinion 

the  urea  which  may  be  present  into  has,  of  late,  been  proved  to  be  erro- 

carbonate  of  ammonia.    1  admit  this  neous.    To  Dr.  Kane  we  are  indebted 

alle^tion  in  a  strictly  chemical  point  for  the  knowledc^c  of  the  fact,  that, 

of  view ;  still,  I  am  convinced  that  the  when  nitric  acid  fails  to  precipitate  the 

absolute  amount  of  error  from  these  urea  in  the  state  of  nitraie,  at  the  ordi- 

sources  is  exceedingly  small,  and  may  nary  temperature,  this  salt  is  readily 

generally  be  safely  neglected.     In  the  sepanited  at  a  very  low  temperature. 

rst  place,  a  minute  quantity  of  good  Accordingly,  by  the  aid  of  refhgemtlng 

yeast  is  sufficient  to  excite  fermenta-  mixtures,  urea  may  always  be  precipe 

tion ;  and,  from  experiments  performed  tatcd  by  the  addition  of  nitric  acid,  in 

over  mercury  with  a  view  to  estimate  excess,  to  diabetic  urine,  reduced  suffi- 

the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  evolved  ciently    by   evaporation.      Sometimes, 

from  the  yeast  alone,  I  am  satisfied  of  however,a  considerable  time  is  required 

the  truth  of  what  1  have  just  advanced,  in  order  to  efFect  this  precipitation  of 

Concerning  the  second  source  of  error,  nitrate  of  urea. 

I  may  state,  that,  in  the  case  of  Mer-  The  following  experiments  were  care- 
chant,  it  must,  indeed,  have  been  small,  fully  made  upon  this  subject : — 
for  urea  existed  only  in  minute  propor-  1.  To  f^ss.  of  Merchant's  urine,  sp. 
tion,  as  will  hereafter  lie  clearly  seen  ct.  1040",  I  added,  fjss.  of  nitric  acid, 
in  the  detail  of  an  ultimate  organic  diluted  with  the  san.e  measure  of  water, 
analysis  of  the  residuum  obtained  by  1  introduced  the  mixture,  contained  in 
evaporation  in  vacuo.  Besides,  all  the  a  thin  glaKs-tube,  into  a  mixture  of 
carbonate  of  ammonia  generated  and  snow  and  dilute  suphuric  acid  for  three- 
dissolved  in  the  urine  would  not  readily  quarters  of  an  hour,  the  thermometer 
pass  oyer  with  the  carbonic  acid.  Dr.  indicating  —  2  K.  No  crystallization 
Christ ison  states  that  the  test  of  fer-  of  nitrate  of  urea  occurred,  nor  was  the 
mentation  is  so  delicate,  that  one  part  of  tmnsparency  of  the  liquid  in  the  least 
diabetic  sugar  in  10000  of  healthy  degree  disturbed, 
urine,  sp.  gr.  1030**,  may  be  detecU-dbv  %  I  then  exiKwed  a  mixture  of  fgij. 
it,  the  carbonic  acid  evolved  being  col-  of  this  urine,  and  f^ij.  of  the 
lected  over  mercury  in  a  graduated  strongest  and  pure  nitric  acid,  to  the 
ieceiver.>-(Library  of  Practical  Medi-  same  temperature  for  the  same  period, 
cine,  vol.  iv.  p.  249.)  and  with  the  same  result. 
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3.  I  mixed  f^j.  of  healthy  urine  with  employed.  The  carbon  gradually  bums 
an  equal  bulk  of  the  same  nitric  acid,  away,  and  leases  a  delicate  skeleton  of 
and  exposed  the  mixture  to  the  same  saline  matter,  from  which  any  remain- 
circumstances.  A  considerable  quan-  ing  portion  of  carbon  ma^  be  removed 
tity  of  beautiful  and  nearly  colourlesss  by  tne  very  cautious  addition  of  nitrate 
crystals  of  nitrate  of  urea  was  sepa-  of  ammonia.  To  prevent  any  loss  by 
rated,  and  remained  on  the  foUowug  projection,  it  is  advisable  to  replace  the 
day.  cover  of  the  crucible  immediately  after 

4.  I  washed  the  residuum  ftt>m  500  the  introduction  of  each  particle  of 
grains  of  Merchant's  urine,  evaporated  nitrate  of  ammonia.  I  nave,  pre- 
over  steam-bath,  with  cold  rectified  viously  to  incineration,  sometimes  de- 
apirit  I  evaporated  the  spirituous  stroyed  the  sugar  and  similar  organic 
solution  to  a  syrup,  to  which  1  added  a  matter,  by  evaporating  the  urine  with 
small  quantity  of  distilled  water.  I  nitric  acid.  One  source  of  error,  in 
thus  obtained  i^j.  of  solution,  which,  this  mode  of  determination,  may  be 
mixed  with  f^ij.  of  strong  nitric  acid,  the  volatilization  of  a  minute  quantity 
and  left  in  the  same  irigorific  mixture  of  chloride. 

all  night,  presented,  on  the  following  AnalviiM  of  1000  grains  o/diahtHe 

morning,  beautiful  cry^tMs  of  nitrate  of  tcrtne,  «p.  or.  1040^. 

^^^**  Water                                       896*740 

OccMipnally    un»  may  be  readily  gugar        .'       .'        !       !      64714 

separated  m  the  state  of  nitrate  by  xJrea,  uric  add,  coloaring^ 

washing  the  extract  of  diabetic  urine  matter,  volatile    ialine/ 

with  cold  rectified  spirit,  evaporating  matter,  and  other  oiganicl        ***7** 

the    spirituous  solution,  re-dissolving  constitaeats                  ) 

the  residuum  in  a  small  quantity  <x  Chlorides           .        .        .        2«t» 

water,  and  then    proceeding   in   the  Sulphates          ...        1*5 

ordinary  way.     Sometimes    the    urea  Alkaline  carbonate,  pro-" 

may  be  separated  at  once,  as  nitrate,  hably  derived  from  the 

by  the  addition  of  nitric  acid  to  the  deoomporiUonof  anor- 

syrup.    A  short  time  ago,  I  succeeded  ^"'if  *****,. 

in  this  manner  in  separating  urea  from  Phosphatcg of  hme  and  of  ^         ^.^ 

diabetic  urine  of  sp.gr.  so  high  as  1045«.  magnetta                      S  

I  could  not  detect  a  trace  of  urea  by  act-  looo-ooo 
ing  upon  the  residuum  of  Merchant's  _._,  .  _  ^  ,  iwo'Wwi 
nnne  with  common  Kther;  though  from  ?{"«'"?'*  anafysu  of  the  residuum  of 
the  residuum  of  healthy  urine  this  men-  <?»betic  unne  of  sp.  gr.  1036''.  I  be- 
struum  readily  dissolves  out  the  urea,  "^^  ™8  was  the  sp.  gr.,  though  I 
and,  by  evaporation,  leaves  long  and  cannot  be  certain  to  two  or  three 
heautinil  crystals.  One  part  of  pure  ^S^^'  .,  ,  .  ,  , 
«rea,  I  find,  dissolves  in  63  parts  of  The  residuum  was  obtained  by  eva- 
common  rectified  »ther  (of  sp.  gr.  759  3  poration  tn  vacuo,  and  then  allowed  to 
59^  F.),  at  49*^  F.  The  usual  mode  of  crystallize  completely  by  exposure  to 
estimating  the  quantity  of  urea  is,  lam  the  air.  .Thus  crystallized,  it  was 
persuaded/ftom  numerous  experiments,  ^K^^  desiccated  t«  vacuo  over  strong 
incorrect  In  a  very  appreciable  degree,  sulphunc  acid,  for  several  weeks.  The 
I  have  ascertained  the  amount  of  error,  nitrogen  was  determined  by  the  in- 
•but,  on  the  present  occasion,  it  would  K!"^*^f  method  of  Varrenttapp  and 
be  superfluous  to  enlarge  upon  this  }Y>"»  described  in  the  Philosophical 
object.  The  absolute  amount  of  urea  Magazine,  Vol.  20,  p.  216.  Two  ana- 
may,  probably,  be  mferred  fit)m  the  ^y^^  ^''^^^  ™^d«'  ^^h  the  jg^reateat 
ultimate  analysis,  to  which  I  have  be-  attention  to  accuracy,  with  chromate 
fore  alluded,  and  which  will  be  found  ^^  ^^^'  The  amount  of  fixed  saline 
in  the  sequel.  constituents  was  determined  by  incine- 

The  determination  of  the  fixed  saline  'a'^^^* 

ingrediente  of  diabetic  urine,  by  the  S^il!!**"   '                     -S*??? 

process  of  incineration,  is  tedious,  and  yjmon       .               .      39o94 

requires  considerable  attention.    The  2^22^     •       "       '     ^tWt 

residuum  of  evaporation  swells  up  ex-  piSISL   '       '               i.Jia 

c^iinfflyon  the  application  of  heat,80  K««diuim  .       .       '  _2J^ 

ihBt  a  Targe  platinum  crucible  must  be  V^<^*^^^ 


62-575 
8-545 

1000-000 
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The  weighings  extended  to  thou-  VHi'rUin'iJMMl]^  ^100^9  fmrd, 

sandths  of  a  grain.     Dividing  by  the  ^V*  9^*  1042^. 

respective  atoms  (C  estimated  as  6-125,  Water        .       •        .     931-200 

ana  N  as  14*186,  Berzelius),  we  have —  Urea  ....         7*600 

Hydrogen   .        .        .        6360  ol^  mattwi 

Sr;^  :    :    :    6^39  ^^^^ 

Nitrogen     .         .         .        0083 

Hence,  it  is  clear  that,  even  admitting  Of  the  52*575  parts  of  ommie  na^ 

all  the  nitrogen  to  have;  existed  in  the  ter,  L'H^ritier  ascertained^  uy  another 

state  of  urea,  only  a  very  small  propor-  analysis  of  the  same  urine,  that  46-936 

tion  of  this  constituent  was  present.    In  were  sugar.    The  mode  in  which  the 

100-0  parts  of  organic  matter,  exclusive  sugar  was  determined  is  not  mentioned. 

of  fixed  saline  matter,  we  should  have —  We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Chriatiaon  for 

iT.j.^.»                           A.AA-r  ^^^  valuable  observations  on  tlie  arine 

cZrb^       ■        ■        '      41-137  ofdiabetcs.  published  in  the  Edinbatgh 

Oxygen                              51-029  Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science, 

Nitrogen     .'       !               1-224  No.4,  April  1841,  pp.  233  ctseq.  They 

«                  .         ,                ,         .  ,  are  as  follow : — 

By    comparing   these   results  with  Feb.  13th.— 1000-0  grains,  of  an.  «. 

those  obtained  by  our  honoured  coun-  1048-5.  contained  677  of  suinr.  ud 

tryman,  Dr.  Prout,  we  find  that  the  126  of  urea. 

organic  matter  of  Merchant's  urine,  March  13th.— 1000-0  graina  of  urine, 

exclusive  of  sugar  and  azotised  matter,  from  the  same  patient,  contained  101 -0 

has  neariv  the  composition  of  grape-  ©f  solid  matter,  of  which  69*9  were 

sugar.    Thus,—  gagar, and  140  urea. 

Hydrogen     .        .                6*67  bounne  under  diabetes,  contained  S4-74 

Carbon         .        .        .      4000  of  solid  matter,  of  which  50-5 

Oxygen        .        .        .      53-33  sugar,  and  23-22  urea. 


«,v..««..«  *..«j;,  generally,  it  may  vary  ""*'  "«»«**^  mciii,  luui  uajre  cufccrwaniai 

much  in  respect  to  ultimate  compo-  "P-  fif^*  10;}5<>,  contained  81*5  parts  in 

aition,  according  to  variation  in  diet.  lOfW'O,  of  which  4-63  were  urea.     The 

In  diabetes  melntus,  however,  its  com-  """^  ^^  l^^c  same  individual,  two  daya 


oi  unne,  in  inis  aisease,  and  from  dii-  ^«"«»«="f  *"  *  wv  u 

ferent  patients,  closely  resemble  each  and  13*9  of  urea. 

other  in  physical  as  well  as  chemical  m:  ^  n  ^jl        ^  •  mm 

properties"  'l  make  this  remark  with  ^"'"'i^/r^^^  ^^ 

due  regard  to  exceptions.  '^**'"^'  ^'^"'''  ^-  ^'^'  *^'*'^* 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been        !•  By  boiling  for  a  few  minutes,  it 

great  variation  in  the  absolute  amount  became  turbid,  and  greyish  flocculent 

of  fixed  saline  matter  in  Merchant's  matter  subsided.    The  turbidity  was 

urine.    Three  incinerations  were  care-  almost  entirely  removed  on  the  aodiUon 

fully  made,  and  the   results  are  as  of  nitric  acid, 
follow :—  ^  Tincture  of  galls  jg;ave  a  flocculent 

1. 1000-0  gri.,sp.gr.  1036Sfiiniirii«14-6  ^^T^Ti^n^^'^^^tPl^J?"*^^      c      . 

2.  Do.  do.     do.       dr^3.763        3;  B<>»!^  witfi  b,cfiromate  of  potass 

3.  Do.  do.  1040*>  do.  5-8  gjecn  oxide  of  chromium  was  liberated 
_.  .  (P  with  formation  of  oxalate  of  potass). 
There  IS  only  one  analysis  of  diabetic        4.  Sulphate   of  copper,   bo&cd  for 

V7SV"-    ®  **  ^^*"^*  Pathologique"  of  some  time  with  this  urine,  produced  a 

LHentier,  p.  558.    It  diflen  const-  dirty-greenish    precipitate,    and    the 

derably  from  my  own,  and  the  quantity  supernatant  liquid  had  a  clear  apple- 

of  sugar  is  not  clearly  estimated.  green  colour. 


THE 
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5.  Nitrateof8ilver,heated  with  this  thrmigh  one  of  Liebig's  chloride  of 

urine,  was  decompoeed,  with  the  libera-  calcium   tubes,  filled    with   chloride, 

tion  of  metallic  suver.  What  he  expired  was  passed  into  a 

In  the  last  stage  of  the  disease,  as  is  graduated  receiver  over  water,  so  that 

usual,  the  sugar  disappeared  from  the  the  volume  of  breath  could  be  precisely 

urine,  which  contained  an  .abundance  ascertained.    I  allowed  him  only  to 

of  urate  of  ammonia,  and  of  deep  expire  a  small  quantity  through  the 

brownish-red  crystals  of  uric  acid.  tube  at  a  time ;  and,  during  the  experi- 

Dec.  29th.  —  Urine  passed  on  the  ment,  he  breathed  out  freely  several 

morning  of  the  2Bth.    Sp.  gr.  1025^.  times.    I  weighed  the  tube  after  the 

Brown.    Copious  deposit,  on  coolinff,  passage  through  it  of  fifty  cubic  inches, 

of  amorphous  sediment,  immediately  I  obtained  0*41  increase.    Mr.  Clay, 

soluble  in  hot  water  (urate  of  ammonia),  one  of  the  pupils  of  the  hospital,  was 

Filters  clear.  then  made  the  subject  of  a  precisely 

31st.— Precisely  similar  in  appear-  similar  experiment,  and  the  same  quan- 

ance  to  that  passed  on  the  28th.  cKlour  tity  of  increase  occurred.     The  tem- 

urinous.      Reddens    litmus.     Sp.  gr.  perature  was  54^  F.,  and  the  weather 

101 3^.    Copious  deposit  of  urate  of  am-  appeared  to  be  damp, 

monia  and  crystals  of  uric  acid.    500*0  U^  y^  continued.] 

grains,  evaporated  over  the  steam-bath,     ^^ 

left  24*3  or  brown  urinous  syrup.  This 

urine,  simply  by  careful  evaporation,  ,^rm,.^»  «,,,*,    .^.^  w-.^ 

furnished, on cooWlongand beautiful  HUMAN  SKIN  AND  ITS 

crystals  of  urea.    The  syrup,  on  the  PATHOLOGY, 

addition  of  nitric  acid,  became  a  solid  Bt  Otho  Wuchbrbr,  M.D. 

crystalline  maM.     To  500-0  grains  of  Member  of  the  RoyriConere  of  Surgeon,  in 

this  unne   I   added,  without  previous  London ;  Roa  de  Boa  Vista,  Lisbon. 

evaporation,  f  5vj.  of  strong  nitric  acid.  ^^  ^^  ^^^i^  Oaxeite.) 

On  the  following  day  an  abundant  crop  (Concluded  ftom  page  5».) 

of  crystals  of  the  nitrate  of  urea  had  

separated.     I  fermented  f  Jviij.  with  That  the  secretions  of  the  skin  are 

yeast.  Three  days  afterwards  I  distilled  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  a 

over  f3vj.,  which  I  mixed  wth  car-  healthy  composition  of  the  blood  seems 

bonate  of  potass,  and  then  redistilled,  to  be  proved  sufficiently  by  physiolo- 

The  product  was  received  in  a  small  gical    and   pathological    facts.     The 

tube,  containing  carbonate  of  potass,  importance  of  these  secretions  in  that 

Instantly,  after  Mtotion,  was  sewirated  respect  might  be  inferred  already  from 

a  stratum  of  alcohol,  which  burned  the    consi&rable  quantity  of  matter 

with  a  blue  flame.  secreted,  and  from  the  antagonism  be- 

Jan.  ^  --  Merohant's    l^t   unne.  tween  the  skin  and  inner  organism  in 

Brown.  Shghtly  turbid.  Acid.   Sp.gr.  aspect  to  their  secretions..    In    ths 

1020^.  With  pale  brown  deposit  of  urate  gJuQ  two  secretions  are  said  to  take 

of  ammonia.    No  sugar  was  detected  by  place,  that  is,  besides  that  of  the  cyto- 

fermentation.  Long  and  beautiful  crys-  blastema,  in  which  the  cells  of  the 

tals  of  urea  were  readily  obtained  by  epidermis  originate,  viz.  that  of  a  seba- 

treating  the  evaporated  urine  with  cold  ceous  kind  by  the  sebaceous  follicles, 

®tbc'-  "  and  that  of  the  sudorific  glands,  com- 

Jlnaisfiii  1^  IQOO'O  graku,  monly  termed   perspiration,  when    it 

Water 954*4  takes  place  more  profusely  and  visibly, 

Urea      .        .        .        .        .         23*77  for  generally  it  is  of  a  vaporous  kind. 

Uric  acid,  coUmring  matter,  and^        ^g.^^  and  therefore  not  perceived ;  hence  the 

indeterminate  orgaaic  matter  S  term   insensible    perspiration,  so  fre- 

Salts  soluble  in  water       .        .           3-1  quently  found  in  works  on  pathology. 

Inaoloble  phosphates       .        .           Oi  \  secretion  that  is  also  vaporous,  and 

1000*00  *^^^®  ^^  other  respects  analogy  to  that 

_        .      .       ^  ■-.     ,      ,    •»       ,    .  called  perspiration,  is  that  of  the  lungs. 

Examinaiwn  of  Merchanei  Breath,  tn  For  detailed  accounts  of  these  secre- 

respect  to  Mouture.  tions  we  refer  to  Johannes  Mailer's 

Kov.  I  Ith. — He  came  in  a  car  to  my  Physiology  $  and  of  their  chemical  com- 

house,  this  momin^^,  at  10^  a.m.    I  position  to  the  9th  vol.  of  BerxeUus's 

caused  him  to  expire  very  carefully  Chemistry.      Miiller   taya^   tbal  ^Sca. 
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chemical  analysis  of  these  secretions    That  the  tempentare  of  the  akin  d^ 
had  as  yet  not'c;ist  any  light  on  their    pends  in  part  on  nervous  influence  ii 
value.      The  scrum    secreted  by  the     shown  by   ezperimentSy   and  seen  ia 
follicles  is  supposed  to  be  designed  to    many  diseases.    But  it  ia  needless  to 
make  the  skin  soft  and  pliable.     Per-    quote  more  striking  proo&  of  the  d^ 
spiration  is  known  to  answer  the  pur-    pendency  of  the  skin  and  its  secretioov 
pose  of  regulating  the  temperature  of    m  particular  on  nerves.     Many  fiuctt 
the  body.    Atthesame  time,itdei)ends    that  show  this  connexion   ezhiliit  it 
on  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere,    the  same  time  the  laws  of  reflex  fime- 
aswell  as  on  the  (quantity  of  water  which    tion     discovered   and    illustrated    If 
the  latter  contains  suspended  or  dis-    Marshall  Hall  and  F.  Miiller. 
solved.    If  the  atmosphere  is  warm,  the        The  description  of  the  epithelia  we 
skin  secretes  freely ;  if  cold,  it  secretes    gave  after  Henle,  and  did  not  mention 
less.    But  when  the  skin  secretes  freely,    at  the  same  time  some  observations  bgr 
the  kidneys  secrete  less ;  and  when  it    Reichert,  which  seem  to  prove  a  ms* 
secretes  little,  the  kidneys  secrete  more;    te  rial  difference  in  respect  to  manner 
so  that  both  organs  are  capable  of  tak-    of  development  and  functions  between 
ing,  to    some    degree,  one   another's    the  epithelium  of  the  skin  and  the  lo- 
place.    This  may  explain  the  greater    called  epithelium  of  theintestinalcaoaL 
frcquencyof  cutaneous  diseases  in  warm    Burdach    says    somewhere,     that    the 
climates,'  and  the  com});iratively   less    nervous  system  served  often  as  an  ssy- 
frequency  of  diseases  of  the   urinary    lum  for  our  ignorance,  and  that  to  it 
organs  in  those  parts ;  whilst  cutaneous    all  changes  were  attributed  which  we 
diseases  were  observed  to  be  less  fre-    were  otherwise  unable  to  explain.    Jt 
quent  in  cold  climates.     I  f  i)erspiration    is  remarkable,  that  about  the  same  tioM, 
is  prevented  to  some  degree  in  an  indi-    when    numerous     physiologists    were 
vidiial  at  the  same  time  that  his  body    employed  to  elucidate  the  functions  of 
attains  higher  temperature,  as  by  exer-    the  nervous  system    bv  experinienti» 
cise,  he  feels  uncomfortable,  and  con-    the  indopendeiiey  of  cells  from  nervom 
siderablc  anxiety  may  be   tlie  conse-    inAuence  should  have  been  so  clearly 
quence  in  some  ])ersons.     I  have  heard    and  universally  illustrated.    The  cylin* 
several  complaints  in  this  country  that    drical  or  conical  cells  that  cover  the 
the    Indian-rubber    cloaks    had    this    inner  surface  of  the  intestines,  regarded 
effect,  and   that   Indian-rubbfr   shoes    by    Henle  as  a  kind    of  epithelium, 
made  t  he  feetfeel  hot  and  uncomfortable.    Reichert  has  endeavoured  to  prove  to 
The    skin    stiinds  in  symimthy   with    be  the  mucous  membrane  of  this  canal, 
many  internal  organs,  as  observed  in    at  least  the  membrane  which  possesMS 
daily  experience ;   and,  as  Miiller  re-    the  property  of  absorption.     Hisrea- 
marlcs,  it  presents  an  extensive  field    sons  for  this  opinion  arc  the  following: 
from  which  to  act  on  the  nervous  cen-    — In  the  first  place,  the  structure  £- 
tres  in   their  morbid  affections.    We    scribed  by  Henic  as  an  epithelium  it 
refer  to  his  work  for  detailed  accounts    deposited'  by  the  yolk  of  the  ovum  on 
of   these    sympathies.     The   different    the  inside  of  the  inte»tinal  tube,  and  is 
parts  of  the  skin  show  a  consensus  with    no  secretion  like  the  epithelium  of  the 
one  another,  which  seems  explicable    skin.     Besides,  Reichert  observes  that 
only  by  action  of  nerves.     Henle  says,    in  the  frog  the  intestinal  canal  consist! 
in  scabies,  parts  of  the  skin  have  pus-    only  of  a  muscular  membrane  and  ths 
tules  to  which  the   acarus    has    not    layer  of  cells   corresponding    to    the 
reached.     A  blister  docs  not  act  solely    membrane  now  in  question.     If  this  is 
on  that  part  of  the  skin  it  occupies,  and    not  the  organ   of   absorption,  -which 
it  is  often  used  to  augment  thesecretion    thrn?    Reichert  could  lind  no  blood- 
of   the  whole  skin.     If  tartar  emetic    vessels  or  nerves  iu  this  structure,  but 
ointment  is  rubbed  in  a  part  of  the  skin,    this  cannot  diminish  our  opinion  of  the 
there  often  appear  pUHtuIcs  in  other    importance  of  the  cells;  it  serves  us 
parts  of  the  skin.    The  influence  of    only  as  a  proof  of  the  important  pro- 
nerves  on  the  skin  and  its  secretions  is    perties  of^  cells   in   genenil ;  for  the 
ei'ident  in  diseases  of  the  mind,  or  ncr-    knowledge  of  which  we  are  indebted 
vous  centres,  but  also  in  affections  of    to  iSchwann  in  the  first  place,  and 
other  organs ;  and  very  often  we  draw    also  to  Miiller,  Reichert,  and  others, 
conclusions  from  the  state  of  the  skin    Miiller  considers  Schwann's  discovery 
on  that  of  the  powers  of  a  patient,  &c,    the  greatest  made  in  physiology  for  a 
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long  period.  After  having  fl[iTctn  the  clastificatioii  of  these  affections  so 
description  of  the  formation  of  the  mu>  difficult.  Already,  Lorry,  and  many 
COU8  membrane,  taken  fh>m  Reichert's  other  authors  on  cutaneous  affections, 
manuscript,  M tiller  says  he  avoided  the  considered  the  sebaceous  follicles  a 
scrupulous  term  **  epithelium,"  because  frequent  seat  of  those  diseases  which 
this  structure  might  have  a  higher  im-  appear  as  circumscribed  inflammations 
portance  than  was  generally  supposed ;  or  the  skin.  One  author  after  the 
and  he  seems  induced  to  this  opinion  other  copied  this  remark,  without  in- 
by  Reichert's  ingenuous  observations,  quiring  further  into  the  subject.  Even 
The  independency  of  the  cells  that  Schonlein,  who  endeavoured  to  con- 
compose  the  absorbing  tunic  of  the  struct  a  natural  system  of  diseases, 
digestive  tube  reminds  one  forcibly  of  gave  very  artificial  diagnostic  signs  for 
that  possessed  by  the  cells  of  the  yolk  the  discrimination  of  cutaneous  dis- 
in  the  ovum  to  develope  themselves,  eases.  He  calls  the  halo  (which  term 
tending  to  form  the  organs  of  the  he  censures)  at  the  baf<e  of  the  pustules, 
embryo.  It  shows,  at  the  same  time,  vesicles,  &c.  pericarpium;  and  distin- 
a  striking  analogy  to  the  properties  of  guishes  a  pericarpium  simplex,  bearing 
the  cells  in  plants,  and  gives  a  proof  of  only  one  pustule,  vesicle,  &c.  called 
the  correctness  of  Schwann's  opinions,  the'  fruit,  and  a  pericarpium  commune. 
If  Reichert  is  right  in  considering  the  bearing  several  fruit.  But  he  mentions 
cellular  coverinc;  of  the  digestive  tube  nowhere  that  observation  in  respect  to 
as  the  organ  of  absorption,  there  is  a  the  sebaceous  follicles  made  already  by 
ffreat  difl^rence  in  its  designation  and  Lorry  (Dr.  F.  L.Schonlein'sAlleemeine 
tnat  of  the  epidermis,  supposed  to  be  und  specielle  Pathologic  und  Tlierapie, 
principally  intended  as  an  envelope  for  St.  Cfallen.  Im  Litteratur  Comptoir, 
the  body,  which,  in  one  or  the  other  1839).  An  opinion  formerly  enter, 
form,  al(  living  bodies  seem  to  possess,  tained  (Peter  Frank),  that  the  seat  of 
and  by  which  they  exclude  themselves  cutaneous  diseases  could  never  be 
from  *  foreign  influences.  However,  sought  in  the  epidermis,  since  it  had 
these  foreign  influences  cannot  be  no  vitality,  possessing  no  vessels  and 
entirely  overcome— they  would  act  on  nerves,  can  of  course  no  longer  be 
the  body  if  the  latter  did  not  pay  a  admitted  since  Schwann's  discoveries, 
tribute;  this  tribute  is  the  epidermis.  And  Schwann's  assertion,  considering 
which  is  composed  of  cells,  the  lowest  the  origin  of  all  tissues  in  the  healthy 
order  of  organic  devdopment,  nature  animal  body  from  cells,  has  been  shown 
thus  avoidine  the  sacnfice  of  more  by  J.  Muller  to  be  equally  true  for 
developed  oraers.  Before  Schwann's  morbid  tissues  (see  the  translation  of 
discovery,  the  vibratory  epithelium  was  his  work,  Ueber  den  feineren  Bau  und 
found  out;  and  it  gives  another  ex-  die  Formen  der  krankhaften  Gesch- 
ample  of  vital  motion  without  nerves,  wiilste,  Berlin  1838).  According  to 
For  accounts  of  it,  as  well  as  of  the  Henle,  the  following  changes  may  take 
purpose  it  is  said  to  answer,  I  refer  place  in  an  effusion  of  lymph  conse- 
to  tne  woii[S  on  physiology  by  Miiller  quent  on  inflammation  or  other  causes, 
and  R.  Wagner.  The  latter  treats  of  1.  There  appear  cells,  which  de- 
analogons  vital  motions  observed    in  velope  themselves  in  the  same  way  as 

Slants  and  anioMila,  and  observes  that  those  of  the  tissue  surrounding  the 

e  intends  to  publish  a  separate  woric  effusion,  and   this  is  the  process  of 

on  these  phenomena.  regeneration  and  hypertrophy. 

If  yon  consider  that  the  skin  is  so  2.  The  cells  do  not  develope  them- 

accessible  to  anatomical  investigation,  selves  in  the  manner  of  those  of  the 

and  that  its  diseases  are  so  open  to  tissue  into  which    the    effusion  took 

view,  it  moat  appear  remarkable  that  place,  but  in  that  corresponding  to  the 

our  knowledge  of  its  anatomy  and  pa-  manner   of  development   in  cells  of 

thologv  should  have  remained  so  long  some  other  tissue  m  the  body,  as  in 

imperKCt    The    fact    that    diseases,  ossification,  induration,  &c. 

which   present    themselves   in   other  3.  The  cells  develope  themselves  In 

organs  in  such  a  number  of  various  a  manner  altogether  strange  to  the 

aymptoms,  caused  but  a  limited  number  body ;  and  here  their  development,  in- 

of  onangCB  in  the  skin,  might  have  led  dependent  of  the  latter,  is  particularly 

to  an  inquiry  into  the  structure  of  the  evident,  since  the  structures  formed  by 

akin,  particularly  since  it  made  the  these  cells  tend  to  dispossess  the  %9x- 
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ncxing  tissues :  hence  they  are  often  orders,  as  shown  by  Uenger.     But  as 
called  parasites.  yet  we  are  convinced  of  the  existence 
These  cells,  if  deposited  in  another  of  only  one  living  contagium  for  the 
part  of  the  body,  develope  themselves  human  bodv,  the  acarus  known  to  cause 
always  in  this  peculiar  manner.    Even  the  itch.    A  similar  animal  was  found 
if  removed  to  other  bodies,  they  de-  in  syphilitic  ulcers,  but  its  relation  to 
velope  themselves   to    constitute    the  the  contagiositv  of  the  disease  is  yet 
same  structures,  as  shown  by  Langen-  dubious.    Henle   has  collected   many 
beck's   interesting   experiments.     He  facts  besides  to  defend  his  opinion,  for 
brought  cells  from  a  cancer  of  one  which  we  must  refer  to  his  work,  "  Pa- 
body  into  the  circulating   system  of  thologische   Ucntersuchungen,    1840." 
another,  and  the  disease  appeared  in  All  these  observations  concerning  the 
the    latter.    This    fact    supports    an  living  conta^um  well  deserve  the  at- 
opinion,  defended  by  Henle,  that  the  tention  of  the  profession,  even^  if  the 
contagium  of  diseases  is  not  their  mere  conclusions  drawn  from  them  till  now 
cause,   but    their    actual    germ.    His  should  appear  problematical, 
reasons  for  this   supposition  are  the        A  structure  i  have  not  hitherto  men- 
following.    Only  living  beins^s  possess  tioned   is    the    subcutaneous   cellular 
the  capability  of  increasing  by  assimi-  tissue.    Its  contraction  is  considered 
lation  of  strange  matter:  fermentation  to  cause  the  cutis  anserina.  The  eleva- 
has  been  adduced  as  a  proof  against  tions    that   appear   in    this  case  are 
this  law;  but  as  the  ol^crvations  of  formed  by  the  sebaceous  follicles.  From 
Cagnard,  Latour,  and  Schwann  show,  each  of  these  elevations  remarked  in 
fermentation  depends  on  the  propaga-  cutis  anserina  you  observe  to  proceed  a 
tion  of  organic  bodies  of  plants  (Torula  hair.    The    contraction   of   the    sub- 
cerevisiae,  Turpin;     the    sal   aceti  of  cutaneous  cellular  tissue  may  also  be 
Leeuwenhoeck).    A  single  cell  of  these  regarded  as  the  cause  of  an  erection  of 
bodies  is  sufficient  to  cause  the  develop-  the  hairs  observed  in  some  cases.  This 
ment  of  an  infinite  number  if  brought  erection  of  the  hairs  depends  besides 
into  a  substance  favourable  to  their  on  the  contraction  of  the  cellular  tissne, 
propagation.     In  like  manner  but  a  on  their  piercing  the  skin  in  an  obUcjue 
minimum  of  contagion  is  necessarv  to  direction,  and   their   extending  with 
carry  the  disease  m>m  one  individual  their  fixed  ends  into  the  cellular  tissue, 
to  another.    Harvey's  sentence  "omne  If  the  latter  contracts  itselfl  it  moves 
vivum  ex  ovo,'*  so  frequently  assailed  the  end  of  the  hair,  which  navinff  its 
for  so  many  years  back,  seems  to  be  true  hypomorhlion  in  the  opening  or  its 
after  all,  according  to  the  convincing  ex-  follicle,  is  erected.    That  a  single  hair 
periments  of  Schwann,  and  Ehrenberjg;  proceeds  from  each  nodule  in  rubeola 
and  Eschricht's  observations ;  and  if  it  was  already  observed  by  Wedekind; 
is  true,  it  supports  the  opinion  adopted  Willan  describes  a  lichen  pilaris.  Some- 
by  Henle.    It  has  often  been  observed  times  the  hair  is  only  visible  by  means 
that  no  one  had  ever  seen  a  contagium:  of  the  magnifying  glass.    On  the  skin 
however,  besides  the  analogy  of  fer-  of  almost  i3l  persons  you  perceive  sliffht 
mentation,  organic  bodies  resembling  elevations,  or  a  white,  or  when  rubbed 
the  lowest  orders  of  plants  and  animals  of  a  reddish  colour :  they  consist  of  a 
have  been  observed  oy  Bassi,  Audouin  crust  of  almost  pellucid  substance.     If 
Balsamo,  Lomeni,  and  MonU^e,  to  be  you  lift  this  crust  ofi^  you  perceive  an 
the  cause  of  a  disease,  on  silkworms,  elevation  on  its  inferior  surface,  which 
the  bearers  of  the  conta^um,  or  rather  corresponds  to  a  depression  on  the  spot 
the  contagium  itself,  a  single  cell  taken  of  the  skin  from  which  it  was  taken, 
from  one  animal  being  sufficient  to  In  the  depression  you  observe  a  hair, 
produce  the  disease  in  another.  Similar  folded  up  m  a  tortuous  manner,  which 
observations  have  been  made  by  Han-  proceeds  from  an  opening  at  the  bottom 
nover  and  Henle  in  respect  to  Triton  of   the   depression.    If   Uie  crust    is 
cristatufi,on  which  they  found  vorticellee  moistened  in  water,  and  brought  under 
to    form    a    destructive    disease ;    by  the  ma^ifying  glass,  you  perceive  it 
Ehrenberg  in  respect  to  fishes.  Besides,  to  consist  chiefly  of  epithelium  cells, 
there  seems  to  exist  a  great  analogy  To  explain    the    formation    of  these 
between    the    cutaneous   diseases    of  elevations,  and  what  is  evidently  their 
animals  and  plants,  the  latter  being  consequence,  the  folding  up  of   the 
caused  by  living  bodies  of  the  lowest  hair,  we  must  suppose  that,  first,  the 
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hair  of  each  of  these  thus  affected  fol-  Helwig,  Beires,  Zeis,  Henle,  Miiller, 

licles  had  fallen  out;  perhaps  the  se-  and    Bidder,    have    enlightened    our 

cretion  of  the  sebaceous  follicles  was  knowledge  of  the  healthy  state  of  the 

at  the   same   time  altered,  so  as  to  skin  ;    and   it    is    to    be  hoped  that 

obstruct  the  opening  of  the  follicle,  their  discoveries  will  lead  to  a  more 

through  which  then  the  new  hair  could  successful  investigation  of  cutaneous 

not  pass,  and  continuing  to  grow,  it  diseases. 

became  folded  in  that  manner.  Whether — — 

these  elevations  can  be  the  4:ause  of  cask  of 

any  inconvcnienee  I  do   not  know;  pRopoRATinNr  of  thf  qtomapw 

perhaps,    however,   some    species    of  PERFORATION  OF  THE  STOMACH, 

prurigo  might  find  in  them  their  ex-  and  coNSEavENT  PBaiToxiTis. 

planation.     That   the    disease    caQed  

acne  depends  on  an  obstruction  of  the  3Tj  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

opening  of  these  follicles  is  well  known ;  Sm, 

in  the  white  matter  you  can  often  press  Will  ^ou  oblifi^e  me  by  publishing  the 

forth  from  these  follicles,  you  generally  following  case  m  your  v;iluable  journal, 

iind  one^  seldom  two  small  hairs.     If  Thomas  Hayes,  ict.  52,  a  porter,  had 

the  white  substance  is  moistened  in  been    in   delicate  health  five   or  six 

water,  ^ou  find  it  to  consist  of  cells  of  months,  and  had  been  observed  of  late 

epithelium  when  you  regard  it  under  years  "  to  age"  very  much.    For  some 

the  microscope.    The  follicles  may  be  weeks  past  he  complained  of  frequent 

extended  by  their  secretion,  if  its  pas-  griping  pains,  loss  of  appetite,  looked 

sage  outwards  is  prevented,  to  an  enor-  care-worn,  had  slight  coueh ;  he  was 

mous  size,  and  form  thus,  according  to  not  evidently  ill,  and  continued  at  his 

some,  bodies  that  have  great  resem-  work.    He  returned  home  on  the  even- 

blance  to  those  encysted  tumors  known  ing  of  Thursday  the  30th  of  March, 

under  the  name  of  atheroma.    From  apparentlv  not  worse  than  usual, 

the  middle  of  variola  pustules  you  often  About  naif-past  seven  he  complained 

find  to  proceed  a  hair,  but  the  peculiar  of  being  very  poorly,   was  cold,  and 

cellular  structure  of  these  pustules  is  shivered ;  he  got  -some  warm  tea,  and 

ziot  satisfactorily  explained.    Miliaria,  went  to  bed.     In  about  an  hour  an 

Rosenbaum  (see  the  article  Miliaria,  in  alarm  was  given  that  he  was  very  ill, 

BlasiusHandworterbuchderChirurgie.  and  a  neighbour  who  went  in  found 

Berlin^  1838)   has  declared  to  be  an  him  at  the  bed-side  vomiting  violently, 

affection  of  ^he  sudorific  glands,  which,  and  complaining  of  great  pain  in  the 

he  says,  become  inflamed,  and  form  belly.    The  matter  ejected  is  said  to 

slight  elevations  over  the  surface  of  have  been  very  offensive,  dark  coloured, 

the  skin.    The  sweUing  of  the  glands  and  frothy,  but  contained  no  blood, 

he  considers  the  cause  of  obstruction  in  After  a  while  he  felt  a  little  relieved^ 

their  secretory  ducts,  which  is  a  new  got  into  bed  a^in,  and  did  not  agree 

cause  of  enlargement  of  the  glands,  to  the  proposal  of  sending  for  a  doctoTp 

The  vesicles  that  appear  on  the  skin  as   he  thought   he   should   soon   be 

he  declares  to  be  the  extended  secretory  better. 

ducts  of  the  glands.    And  so  almost  He  passed  a  very  bad  night,  but  I 

all  cutaneous  diseases  have  been  re-  could  not  learn  the  particulars.    In  the 

yarded  of  late  as  affections  of  one  or  morning.    Mr.   Hatton,  surgeon,    saw 

other  orean  in  the  skin ;  but  every  one  him,  and  considered  him  sinking.    Mr. 

must  acxnowledge  that,  as  yet,  very  Strickland,     house-surgeon     of     the 

little  is  known    of  the   pathologiciu  Chorlton  -  upon  -  Medlock   Dispensarv, 

anatomy  of  these  affections:  before  a  who  saw  him  also,  found  him  nearly 

positive  foundation  is  layed  herein  the  pulseless,  the  countenance  expressive 

classification  will  remain  difficult  and  of  exhaustion  rather  than  of  pain ;  the 

vague.  Almost  every  year  there  appear  eyes  were  sunk ;  the  extremities  cold ; 

new  works  on  the  subject,  and  every  voice  just  audible.    The  bell3r  was  very 

author  thinks  himself  justified  to  pro-  tense,  but  he  did  not  complain  of  pain 

duce  a  new  system  of  cutaneous  anec-  when  it  was  pressed ;  in  fact,  he  was 

lions,  and  to  invent  new  names,  of  just  dying,  and  nearly  insensible.    He 

whicti    there    is    already  such  a  su-  gradually  sank,  and  died  at  1 1  a.m.  on 

iNerabundance.    The    observations    of  Friday,  seventeen  hours  after  the  a/>- 

Bresehet  and  R.  de  Vauzemc,  of  Gurit,  parent  commencement  of  the  disease. 

802.-HKXXII.  ^ 
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The  imperfect  account  which  I  hnve  the  two  openings  already  mentionei 

been  able  to' gather  clearly  justified  which  were  each  not  quite  laixeenoi^ 

suspicion    that    it   might  be   poison,  to  admit  the  little  finger,  and  had  bud 

They  were  just  those  symptoms  of  irri-  thick  edges. 

tant'  poisoning  which  a  non-medical  The  stomach,    although   there  bad 

observer  would  be  likely  to  remark:  been  violent  vomiting,  was  not  empty; 

vomiting,  pain,  and  exhaustion  quickly  it  contained  about  half  a  pint  of  pnlu- 

following  the  taking  of  food,  constancy  ceous  matter,  consisting  principally  of 

in  the  character  of  the  symi>toms,  and  half-digested  potatoes.     Tlie  intestinei, 

rapid  progress   to  a  fatal  termination,  though     highly    injected     extemallj. 

There  were  no  moral  circumstances  to  showed  no  disease  within.     There  wis 

lead  to  such  a  surmise ;  but  a  case  so  an  unusual  quantity  of  chyme  in  the 

ambiguous  required  further  investiga-  small,  and  of  fffices  in  the  lar^  intei- 

tion.     By  Mr.  Strickland's  kindness  I  tines.    1  he  colon  was  much  distended 

was  enabled  to  witness  the  inspection,  with  air. 

about  fifty  hours  after  death.  It  was  reported  that  this  man  had 

Externally  we  observed  nothing  re-  had  long-continued  suppressioa  of 
markable,  except  lividity  of  the  organs  urine ;  this  is  not  probable,  for  the 
of  generation.  The  man  looked  cdnsi-  bladder  was  nearly  empty,  and  the 
derably  older  than  ho  was  reported  to  kidneys  appeared  quite  healthy.  The 
be ;  his  features  were  contracted  and  liver  was  rather  hartlened  on  its  Bar- 
sharpened  ;  his  teeth  very  much  de-  face,  but  appeared  healthy  within. 
cayed.  Tlic  heart  and  lungs  were  health?; 

The  abdomen  was  tympanitic,  and,  the  latter  were  congcsU?d,  but  this  Wiw 

when    opened,    the  whole   peritoneal  probably  a  cadaveric  appearance.    The 

surfaces  were  found  crimsoned  with  in-  abdominal  vena  cava  was  remarkaUy 

flammation ;    the  intestines  glued  to-  empty ;  the   right  side  of  the   heart, 

gether,  though  not  firmly,  with  recently  however,  contained  its  usual  quantity 

effused  lymph;    about  two  quarts  of  of  Rcmi-coagulated  blood, 

serous  purulent  fluid,  of  very  ofi'ensive  I  presume  there  can  be  little  doubt 

smell,    was  in  the  peritoneal  cavity,  about  the  nature  of  this  case.      It  is 

This  fluid  caused  sharp  smarting  of  my  evident  that  the  disejisc  was  of  long 

hands  (my  skin  is  very  thin  .'.nd  ten-  standing,  and  of  insidious  progress.    I 

der) ;  in  it  were  obstrved  a  few  cur-  think  it  probable  that  a  tubercnloos 

rants,    which  had  escaped,    together  abscess  had  formed,  that  it  opened  br 

with  a  few  ounces  of  greenish -yellow  ulceration,  and  allowed  the  escape  of 

bile,  from  the  Ktomaeli.     between  the  the  gastric  contents  into  the  abdomen 

stomach  and  liver,  and  especially  be-  on  the  evening  preceding  death  ;  that 

hind  the  stomach,  firmer  adlie.^ions  had  the  sensation  of  cold  complained  of 

formed,    but    they   were   easily    torn  was  a  rigor  previous  to  the  givine  way 

through  ;  when  we  saw  a  perforation  of  the  abscess,  and  that  the  peritonitu 

both  on  the  anterior  and  posterior  sur-  was  excited  bv  the  irritation  of  the 

face,  just  at  the  edge  of  the  lesser  cur-  escaped  bile  and  other  contents  of  the 

vature,    about    two  inches   from    the  stomach.— 1  am,  sir, 

cardiac  orifice.  Your  obedient  servant. 

On  removing  the  stomach  and  open-  p.  H.  Holland,  M.R.C.S.L. 

ing  It,  we  could  find  no  trace  of  ulccra-  Maocbi^iter,  April  4,  isw. 

tion  or  softening,  or  any  disease  of  its    . . 

mucous  membrane,  except  a  little  red-  R  K  M  a  R  K  S 

dening,  and  that  probably  cadaveric.  ^^ 

At  the  lesser  curvature  there  was  an  ^„„r«*T^T  *>»«,,..«.,    ^- 

irrcgular-shaped  hardened  mass,  about  CERTAIN  DISEASES   OF  THE  EYE. 

an  inch  and  a  half  thick,  very  firm.  By  John  Ciiarlks  Hall,  M.D.P.L.S. 

and  studded  with  tubercular  matter.  Member  of  the  R«yal  Collfyye  of 

In  the  middle  of  this  mass  was  a  ca-  Surt^conK,  London. 

vity,  api)arently  the  empty  sac  of  on  (Tbr  the  London  Medical  Gazette  J 

abscess,  which  communicated  with  the  

stomach  by  an  opening  of  nearly  an 

inch   diameter,   wnth   irreeuiar  edges.  Pterygium. 

not  evidently  ulcerated.     It  comrauni-  The  name  of  this  affection  of  the  eye 

rated  also  with  the  peritoneal  cavity  by  is  derived  from  irr/ou^  a  wing.     Hit 
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aeldomseenbythesurgeoniiiitsincipient  of  little  use,  and  frequently  do  more 

state,  and  very  frequently  acquires  a  harm  than  good ;  mucn  time  is  lost  by 

considerable  magnitude  before  the  pa-  their  employment,  during  which  the 

tient  solicits  relief.     It  arises  without  disease  daily  advances,  and  in  the  end 

pain,  and  is  of  very  slow  growth.     In  it  is  discovered  that  it  ought  to  have 

the  end,  however,  it  creeps  from  the  been  removed  at  once,  instead  of  wast- 

comer  of  the  eye  over  the  whole  cor-  ing  weeks,  perhaps  months,  in  such 

nea,  and  the  vision  becomes  impaired,  inefficient  tniling.    The  removal  of  the 

and   at   lenj^th   altogether    obscured,  diseased  part  ought  at  once  to  be  re- 

Unless  aflecting  the  conjunctival  cover-  commended;  this  caution  is,  however, 

ing  of  the  cornea,  the  disease  only  pro-  necessary,  viz.  that   the  part  of  the 

duces  a  trifling  deformity,  and  does  not  morbid   growth   extending    over    the 

occasion  any  impediment  to  vision.    It  cornea  must  not  be  incised.     Should 

always    assumes    a   triangular   form,  the  surgeon  incautiously  do  this,  dur- 

which,  says  Scarpa,  "  oueht  to  be  re-  ing  the  nealing  of  the  divided  parts  an 

ferred  to  the  adhesion  of  the  lamina  of  opaque  deposit  will  take  place,  which 

the  conjunctiva  becoming  stronger  as  may  prove  even  worse  than  the  original 

it  advances  from  the  circumference  to-  disease. 

wards  the  centre  of  the  cornea."  It  is  Case. — Miss  U.,  residing  near  Tux- 
a  disease  which  generally  makes  its  ford,  consulted  me  for  a  ptery^um 
appearance  at  or  beyond  the  middle  growing  from  the  outer  cornea  of  the 
period  of  life :  it  has,  however,  been  right  eye,  and  extending  over  two- 
noticed  shortly  after  birth ;  and  I  have  thirds  of  the  cornea.  This  yonng  lady 
at  this  moment  two  cases  of  it  under  was  requested  to  sit  on  a  chair,  and 
my  care— one  in  a  young  lady  of  seven-  whilst  an  assistant  separated  the  lids, 
teen,  the  other  in  a  boy  of  twelve.  In  I  passed  a  narrow-bladed  knife,  having 
the  boy  it  followed  an  attack  of  in-  its  back  towards  the  cornea,  between 
flammation,  induced  by  some  lime  the  pterygium  and  the  sclerotic  coat, 
which  had  been  thrown  into  the  eye ;  The  pteryfl^um  was  then  separated 
and  this  certainly  strengthens  the  opi-  from  the  sclerotic  as  far  as  the  margin 
nion  of  Beer,  who  believed  that  lime  or  of  this  transparent  structure,  and  tne 
stone  dust  produced  pterygium,  as  he  flap  thus  formed  was  raised  by  a  little 
most  frequently  saw  il  in  masons'  la-  hook,  and  cut  off  with  a  pair  of 
bourers.  The  varieties  of  pterygium  scissors.  The  eye  was  washed  with 
are  three —  warm  water,  and  after  a  day  or  two 
1.  The  adipose.  with  mild  astringent  lotions.  Some 
%  The  flesny.  ragged  portions  orthe  conjunctiva  were 
3.  The  membranous.  af&rwards  removed  with  the  scissors, 
The  first  is  of  a  white  soft  texture,  which  I  think  a  better  and  far  less 
flomething  like  dirty  fat;  the  second  painful  plan  than  attempting  to  destroy 
resembles  muscular  fibre ;  and  the  third  them  by  powerful  caustic  substances, 
▼ariety  exhibits  a  partial  thickening  After  the  operation  the  eyelids  must 
of  the  ocular  conjunctiva,  with  two  or  be  closed,  but  not  tightly  fixed  upon 
three  large  vessels  meandering  upon  the  globe,  with  a  bandage.  The  gra- 
the  diseased  mass.  nulations  must  be  encouraged  or  re* 
These  are  the  only  varieties  I  shall  pressed,  as  circumstances  may  point 
notice.  I  have  never  seen  a  cardno-  out,  and  care  taken  that  the  eyelia  does 
matous  or  malignant  pterygium,  and  not  become  adherent  to  the  eyeball. 
in  all  probability  never  shall.  Beer  There  are  other  modes  of  perform- 
remarks,  *'  that  Scarpa's  belief  in  the  ing  this  operation.  Mr.  Miadlemore 
existence  of  cancerous  pterygium  re-  employs   both    a    scalpel  and  probe- 

Snires  confirmation."  Mr.  Travers  pointed  scissors ;  others  pass  a  curved 
oes  not  even  mention  this  form  of  the  needle  and  lifi;ature  beneath  it,  and 
disease,  and  Mr.  Middlemore  "  is  not  obviate  the  risk  of  wounding  the  eye- 
inclined  to  admit  the  existence  of  such  ball.  In  this,  as  in  every  other  opera- 
a  variety."  Of  course  no  one  attempts  tion,  many  plans  have  been  proposed, 
to  deny  that  this,  in  common  with  Knives,  concave  and  convex,  blunt 
many  other  morbid  growths,  however  and  sharp,  spear  and  probe-pointed 
simple  at  first,  may  become  malignant  lancets  and  scissors,  needles  and  ligm^ 
from  improper  management.  tures,  have  all  their  respective  advo- 
Tremtment — In  the  treatment  of  this  cates  i  .bnt  the  plan  I  have  ventured  to 
disease  astringents  and  escharotics  are  propose  is  ver^  vvrcv^Xe^  kqA  ^woLX^^^sei 
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easily  pcrFonnccI  if  the  hand  is  steady ;  1 .  Its  cai>abiUty  of  being  diminished 
and  If  it  is  not  so,  the  sooner  a  man  in  size  during  its  introduction  and  re- 
gives  uj)  operating  the  better,  both  for  moval. 

his  own  salve  and  aUo  for  that  of  his  2.  Its  softness,  which  is  such  that  it 

patient.  can  scarcely  cause  any  of  the  effects  of 

Pterygia  are  more  freriucnt  in  warm  a  foreign  body. 

cHmates  than  in  this  country.     It  very  3.  Its  small  weight. 

often  liavi)en>i  thai   the  disease  which  4.  Tlie  tendency  of  its   elasticity  to 

has  bei-n  advancing  slowly  for  years  keep  it  in  its  position ;  for  any  sudden 

stops  at  the  edge  of  the  cornea,  and  pressure  of  the  viscera  above  will  be 

spreads  no  further  during  the  life-time  spcTit  in  overcoming  this  elasticity,  in- 

of  the  patient.      I'nder  such  circum-  stead  of  forcing  the  instrument  through 

stances  I  strongly  advise  that  no  ope-  the  external  parts;  and,  moreover,  such 

ration  should  be  pi  r formed.     As  the  pressure  will   flatten  it  and  make  it 

disease  gives  no  trouble  it  ought  to  be  wider,  and  thus  render  its   extrusios 

left  to  itself,  an  operation  only  being  the  less  possible. 

required  when  it  encroaches  on  the  As  additional  advantages  I  may  men- 
transparent  portion  of  the  eye.  tion  its  cheapness  and  its  durability, 

Grove  .strw-t,  Ka:>t  iictford,  which  will  be  as  great  as  that  of  the 

Marcii  27, 1843.  oil-skin ;  and  this,  if  requisite,  can  be 

"'           "  applied  double. 

A  NEW  KIND  OF  PESSARY.  1  have  applied  this  pessary  with  per. 
feet  success  up  to  this  time,  in  three 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^Hsc^  in  which  the  uterus,  except  in 

the  recumbent  posture,  had  protruded 

»*^iR|  entirely  beyonci  the  external  parts  fi>r 

I  SHALL  be  obliged  if  you  will  allow  a  number  of  years ;  and  in  two  of  these 

nie,  through  your  pages,   to  call  the  cases  various  other  pessaries  had  been 

attention  of  the  profession  to  a  pessary  tried,  but  in  one  case  would  not  re^ 

I  have  invented,  wiiieh  I  believe  to  be  main,  and  in  the  other  could  not  be 

preferable,  in  most  respects,  to  all  the  borne.    As  it  is  only  about  two  montfan 

various  kinds  at  present  in  use.     It  since  I  first  applied  these  instruments, 

consists  of  a  piece  of  sponge  cut  into  I  will  postpone  any  more  particular 

the  form  of  a  sphere,  or,  what  is  better,  account  of  ttie  cases  till  another  time. 

of  an  oblate  spheroid,  and  tied  up,  by  Sponges    are  occasionally   used    at 

means  of  small  twine  or  silk  thread,  in  pessaries;  but  as  they  become  charged 

a  circular  piece  of  oil-skin,  in  such  a  with  mucus  and  other  fluids,  and 

«*■  .-i.  .•■•II..      •  .  .         '  _ 


which  possess  a  good  resiliency,  are  sponge  dij)i)ed,  from  time  to  time,  in 

best ;  and  the  oiled  silk  is  closed  as  some  astringent  fluid,  and  applied  in 

firmly  as  it  can  be  by  tying,  but  no  the  beginning  of  prolapsus  uten,  when 

extraordinary  means  arc  used,  by  ce-  it  is  yet  but  sHght,  as  Dr.  Denman 

ment  or  otherwise,  to  make  it  com-  suggested  with  the  object  of  perform- 

pletely  imi)crvious  to  air.  ing  a  cure,  may,  I  believe,  often  fulfil 

When  this  pessarv' is  compressed  in  that  desirable  intention.    The  pessaries 

the  hand,  the  air  contained  in  the  cells  which   I   have  hitherto  used  I    have 

of  the  siK)nge  is  gradually  forced  out  made  myself;  but  I  have  now  got  Mr. 

at  the  neck,  between  the  folds  of  the  Read,  of  Regent  Circus,  to  make  some, 

oil-skin.     In  this  form  it  can  be  very  and    he  can  supply  them  to  medical 

easily  introduced  ;   and  when   passed  gentlemen.    Of  course  care  will  be  re- 

al)ove  the  narrow  i>art  of  the  vagina  (juired  in  adapting  the  size  of  these  ai 

and  left  at  liberty,  the  elasticity  of  the  well  as  other  pessaries :  when  expanded 

sponge,  and  the  pressure  of  the  atmo-  these  should  Ix;  somewhat  larger  than 

sphere  together,  cause  air  to  re-enter  a  rigid  pessary  for  the  same  patient 

the  instrument,  and  it  assumes  its  ex-  I  remain,  sir, 

SKinded  form.     The  small  tail  hanging  Your  obedient  servant, 

iownwards  will  facilitate  its  removal  at  John  Snow,M.R.C.S« 

an  V  t  i  me.  Frith  street,  Soho  Si|uarc, 

The  chief  advantages  of  this  i)CKSary  April  7,  is*3. 

are,  I  consider —  
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ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS,  cise,    detached,  aphoristic    style    and 

__^  regarding  the  book  rather  as  a  guide 

,,,                      ,  to  the  practice  than  to  the   study  of 

'•^"retiS^^.^^liS^iffBT.JlT'!^"  medicine  i   for  which  latter  purpose, 

however,  Dr.  Guy  s  introductory  chap- 

ters  are  well  adnntcd 
Dr,  Hooper's  Physician' i  Vade  Mecum ;  '_ 

or^  a  Manual  of  the  Principles  and  ^       ,     „„                                      ^ 

Practice  of  Physic.     A  new  edition,  ^«  ';*«  Iheoryand   Practice  of  Mid- 

considerably  enlarged  and  improved  ;  wifery.    By  Fleetwood  Churchill, 

with  an  Outline  of  General  Pathology  M.D.  M.R.I.  A.      Illustrated  by  up- 

and  Therapeutics.    By  William  Au-  wards  of  one  hundred  highly-finished 

GUSTUS  Guy,  M.B.    &c.      London,  wood  engravings  by  Bagg.     London, 

1842.    pp.  492.  Renshaw ;  Dublin,  Fannin.      1842. 

Thb  late  Dr.  Hooper  was  a  most  sue-  ^^®'  P^^'  '^^'^' 

cessful  author,  ana  his  works  always  Br.  Churchill  tells  us  in  his  preface 
enjoyed  a  high  degree  of  popularity,  that  he  undertook  this  work  at  the 
This  was  especially  the  case  with  the  request  of  the  publishers,  who  wished 
present  one,  which  possessed  consider-  "  to  offer  to  the  student  in  midwifery  a 
able  merits  of  a  peculiar  kind.  A  plain  work  embracing  the  modern  disco- 
enumeration  01  the  most  prominent  veries  in  the  physiology  of  the  uterine 
and  ordinary  symptoms  of  a  disease,  system,  with  all  the  recent  improve- 
with  a  brief  notice  of  its  causes,  diag-  ments  in  practice,  in  a  condensed  form, 
nosis,  and  prognosis,  was  followed  by  amply  illustrated,  and  at  a  moderate 
a  detail  of  the  most  obvious  and  ra-  price."  It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  con- 
tional  indications  for  treatment,  and  ^ratulation  that  modern  publishers  find 
by  rules  for  practice,  and  copious  pre-  it  worth  their  wliile  to  present  us  with 
scriptions,  which  were  generally  valu-  books  of  so  luxurious  a  character,  and 
able,  inasmuch  as  they  emanated  from  yet  so  cheap  as  the  one  before  us,  the 
the  author's  practical  ex|>erience,  and  thick  smooth  paper  and  clear  distinct 
were  not  mere  theoretical  composi-  type  of  which  will  be  duly  appreciated 
lions,  framed  in  the  closet,  in  accord-  by  all  who  read  by  candle-light ;  whilst 
ance  with  some  chemical  idea  of  what  tne  numerous  and  exquisite  woodcuts 
the  action  of  medicines  ou^ht  to  be.  by  Mr.  Bagg  add  both  to  its  ornamental 
Thus  the  work  formed  a  guide  to  the  effect,  and  to  its  utility  to  the  student, 
treatment  of  disease,  which  might  With  regard  to  the  literary  portion, 
safely  be  trusted  as  far  as  it  went,  and  it  is  no  small  praise  to  Dr.  Churchill 
which  was  admirably  adapted  for  a  to  say,  that  this  production  deserves  to 
lar^e  class  of  practitioners  whose  edu-  rank  with  the  recent  works  of  Dr. 
cation  had  led  them  to  be  more  solici-  Ramsbotham  and  Dr.  Rigby.  The 
tous  about  results  than  about  the  rea-  introductory  chapters  contain  a  full 
Bonings  which  lead  to  them ;  and  who  account  of  the  physiology  of  utero- 
were,  properly  enough,  desirous  to  gestation,  and  the  development  of  the 
know  the  easiest  and  quickest  way  of  loetus,  according  to  the  most  recent 
removing  palpable  symptoms ;  which  researches  of  Barry,  Wharton  Jones, 
is,  in  fact,  no  small  portion  of  the  and  the  continental  physiologists,  who 
practice  of  physic.  have  built  up  the  modern  science  of 
The  present  edition  has  received  embryology ;  whilst  the  body  of  the 
some  very  valuable  additions  from  the  work,  relating  to  the  history  and  treat- 
pen  of  Dr.  Guy,  who  has  prefixed  about  ment  of  the  different  varieties  of  la- 
150  pages  of  introductory  matter,  in-  hour,  and  to  the  diseases  of  parturient 
eluding  a  scheme  of  medical  study,  women,  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired 
directions  for  taking  cases,  and  a  brief  for  clearness  of  description  and  judi- 
but  exceedingly  well-digested  outline  cious  rules  for  practice.  It  is,  more- 
of  general  physiology,  pathology,  and  oyer,  illustrated  with  copious  statisti- 
therapeutics.  He  has  also  added  to  the  cal  tables,  shewing  the  success  or 
whole  work  whatever  was  necessary  to  fatality  attending  the  treatment  of  the 
bring  it  to  the  modern  standard.  Per-  various  deviations  from  natural  labour, 
haps  it  would  have  been  better  had  he  and  intended  to  afford  a  numerical  esti- 
adnered  more  strictly  to  the  author's  mate  of  the  value  of  various  operations. 
original  model;   preserving  the  con-  We  are  aware  that    objections  have 
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been  raised  to  the  correctness  and  im-  generally    slow    and     almost    impe^ 

partiality  of  some  of  these  tables ;  but  ceptible.    As  old  things  become  unfit 

this  is  a  point  on  which  it  is  not  our  for  present  purposes,  new  ones  mdn. 

province  to  decide  at   pn-sent.     The  „ii„  ««v^  ♦ttI.      i         ,    ^    ,  -    *  . 

parties  interested  in  thi  dispute  have  ""f  Uike  their  place,  but  thu  is  dose 

published  their  statements  in  the  only  by  degrees ;  the  old  usages  bcawe 
pages  of  the  Gazki'te,  and  the  public  firbt  unfit,  then  burdensomcp  and  Issdr 
must  be  the  judge  :  at  all  events,  we    intolerable,  and  those  who  peraeiTe  a- 

ness.  the  full  effects  of  their  labouis  for  thdr 

We  must  observe,  that  wc  think  Dr.    removal.  But  when  this  ordinary  oome 

Churchill  outht  to  have  included  some    of  change  is  departed  ftom   when  the 

*Xy:',^d  oF  irrEr-a°te  •«itaU7a„dde..™cdve«;^h., 

much    more    strictly  belonging  to  a  wrought  with  such  unusualfbrce  tbt 

treatise  on  midwifery  than  the  disor-  remodelling  and  reconstruction  haic 

ders  of  menstruation,  to  which  he  has  become  absolutely  necessazy  for  canr 

devoted  a  long  chaitcr.    We  must  also  i„gon  the  daily  business  of  hfette 

complain  of   the  meagreness  of   the  «  °   ^„^l.         1  "•  w  lue,  we 

index  ;  although  we  are  ready  to  ad-  "^^  machinery  has  rarely  indeed  bees 

mit,  in  extenuation,    that   a  copious  «)«nd  to  answer  the  intended  pnrpoic^ 

index,  however  useful  to  the  reacler,  is  and  the  defeated  minority  has  either 

a  most  tedious  and  ungrateful  addition  gathered  strength  to  reprodnce  mneh  of 

to  the  toils  of  authorship.  #i,«  ^i,i  r^  *i      .      »««=iinicnoi 

^  "le  old  form,  or  at  least  gieatly  to  ia- 

,     ^      =--  — .  ----.-.-.     -.  r -  p^de  jjjg  working  of  the  new.     When 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  «^f^™^«  «f  the  destmctive  ckss  hsfe 

n  ^       A      1 1 1  I Q  iQ  succeeded  in  hurrying  on  their  ginnCie 

Fndajf,  April  14, 1843.  experiments,  their  fuU  trial  has  neiudy 

always  given  occasion  to  exhibit  their 

"  Ucrt  omniboK,  licet  etiam  mihi,  difrnitntem  inefficiency.     The  mistakes  of  CalYin 

ArtUMedlete  tiierl;  potestu  modo  veniendi  in  i,„,i  ♦;.„«  *,        u-t  -^  ^i.  ,  ^m^^MMi 

publlcam  tit.  dicendi  periculnm  non  recuto."  "?^  "*"^  ^^  exhibit  themselves  during 

CicBRo.  his  hfe-tiine,  and  to  convince  the  wotid 

^  .      _  t*»at  the  religious  tyranny  of  Genets 

MEDICAL  EDUCATION.  was  no  more  nttcd  for  civil goveraSS 

The  Abbe  Sieges,  it  is  said,  rnrried  in  ^^*°  ^^e  abominations  which  it  had 

his  pocket  several  plans  of  constilu-  ^^^^  ^"^*  ^^  »lso  the  dcFpotic  power 

^tions  duly  matured,  and  ready  to  Le  ^"'^i^jh  enabled  Cromwell  to   try  his 

produced  and  acted  u|>on  at  a  moment*8  ^'^ll-meant  experiments  in  England, 

warning ;  and  such  a  councillor  must  ^^'^*  ^^^^  proof  to  the  world  of  their 

have  been  useful,  and  the  commodity  f^^'^rc  failure.     What  wonder,    then, 

he    possessed    must    have  had  much  *^  studious  and  thinking  men,   either 

chance  of  being  in  request,  at  a  time  steadily  resist  all  novelty  as  pernicious, 

when  new  monarchies  and  republics  *"^  *^1  change  as  perilous,  or  lapse 

were  being  formed  to  supply  the  place  '"^^  ^  ^^^^  of  quietism  and  indiftrence 

of   those    overthrown  by  the  daring  "w«  provoking  to  the  ardent  refonner 

genius  of  Napoleon.    Very  few  indeed,  *^**^    ™ore    determined     resistance? 

however,  have  been  the  occasions  when  Though  these  are  times  of  remarkable 

opportunities  for  constructing  such  fa-  change,  tliis  is  not  a  country  in  which 

bricshave  arisen,  and  still  fewer  the  *  "^^  pJ«n  can  be  universally  approved 

opportunities  for  a  patient  and  long-  ""''  quickly  adopted,  and  the  reformer 

continued  trial  of  their  working  quali-  ^"h"  ^o^es  bis  rest  in  planning,  and 

ties.    The  ado^iiion  of  new  systems  is  !»"»    temper   ia  urging  any  favourite 
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scheme  for  making  mankind  happy,  Isting  medical  institations,  or  of  such 

will  wear  out  his  life  l^efore  he  sees  faculties  as,  if  well  exerted,  could  not 

the  experiment  tried.  fail  of  raising  their  possessor  to  emi- 

Most  men  who,  in  after  life,  find  nence.  No  one  who  has  read  the 
their  powers  and  acquirements  unequal  second  letter  of  Sir  James  Clark  to  the 
to  their  desires,  complain  hitterly  of  the  Home  Secretary  can  foil  to  agree  with 
defects  in  their  education ;  and  from  this  the  writer  on  the  extreme  desirableness 
weakness  the  greatest  and  best  of  men,  of  an  extended  course  of  philosophical 
men  at  whose  deeds  the  world  ad-  education,  nor  to  deplore  the  lamentable 
mires,  are  not  exempt,  any  more  than  deficiencies  in  the  most  common  re- 
thoee  who  have  just  enough  of  energy  quirements  of  a  gentleman,  observed  in 
to  attempt  great  things,  or  just  enough,  candidates  for  licenses  to  practise,  which 
of  intelligence  to  perceive  their  de-  their  professional  acquirements  make 
ficiency ;  and  those  who  are  doomed  to  it  impossible  to  withhold  from  them, 
listen  to  such  complaints  arc  seldom  Nor  can  any  very  reasonable  objec- 
reasonable  enough  to  see,  or  faithful  tion  be  found  against  the  kind  or 
enough  to  acknowledge,  that  the  neglect  amount  of  preliminary  education  sug- 
of  opportunities  that  might  have  been  gested  as  a  remedy  for  these  de- 
enjoyed  has  been  more  in  fault  than  ficiencies. 

their  actual  deficiency.    It  is  especially  The    principal    doubt   that   arises 

when   men  who  have  risen  to  con-  will  be  as  to  their  practicability ;  not 

siderable  eminence  complain  of  their  that  they  are  unattainable  by  the  few, 

own  disadvantages,  and  strive  eagerly  but  by  the  many.    The  worthy  Baro- 

to  remedy  this  defect  in  those  who  are  net's    hope   that    this   may    cease  to 

to  come  after  them,  that  the  suggestion  be  an  obstacle,    that  the  many  may 

arises— How,  then,  do  you  hold  j  our  become    few,    is    indeed    benevolent, 

present  position  ?     Either  your  own  faxit  Deut !  but  will  it  be  realized,  and 

opportunities  have  been  great,  and  you  when  P   Are  these  Deuteronomic  bless- 

havebutreapedtheadvantagesnaturally  ings  for  us  or  for  our  children  P    How 

to  be  expected  from  them,  or  your  dili-  long  will  it  be   before  parents   will 

gence,  perseverance,  or  more  brilliant  cease  to  condemn  their  sons  to  the 

qualities,  have  surmounted  real  disad-  practice  of  physic,  and  the  public  to 

vantages.     From  such  good  qualities,  countless  doctors.    The  London  Direc- 

happy  results  may  fairly  be  expected,  tory  gives  the  names  and  addresses  of 

in  spite  of  the  very  greatest  disadvan-  320  physicians,  1400  surgeons,  10  apo- 

tages.  thecaries  who  are  not  surgeons,  and 

The  last  writer  of  eminence  on  medi-  600  chemists  and  druggists,  who,  it  is 

cal  education  seems  to  stand  very  much  to  be  feared,  are  both  tant  $oii  peu, 

in  this  positbn.    Beginning  life  in  a  making  a  gross  total  of  2330.    Do  we 

situation  which  experience  proves  to  find  much  thinning  out  of  the  young 

be  more  than  most  others  conducive  to  planU,   hardy    and   hot-house,  raised 

mediocrity,  he  is  the  favoured  medical  every  year  at  those  goodly  pepiniSres, 

councillor  of  his  sovereign,  the  medi-  the    medical    schools ;    and  do  those 

cal  chancellor  of  England,  and  is  exer-  transplanted  to  different  parts  of  the 

cising  a  wide  and  beneficial  influence  kingdom  seem  to  thrive  P    It  is  to  be 

on  the  sanatory  condition  of  his  coun-  feared  not. 

try ;  and  it  may  fairly  be  left  to  his  There  is  a  great  fact  which  must 

own  candour  to  determine  whether  this  not  be   lost  sight   of  in    legislating 

aminent  position  be  the  result  of  ex-  for  the  medical  profession.  .  We  have 


104  FELLOWES'  CLINICAL  PRIZE  REPORTS. 

(•    lay    vjf    a   good    general    cduca-  caries'  Company  was  intended  to  Hp- 

tion,    that    we    may    be    capable   of  ply  that  want.     Entrusted  with  the 

profitably  learning  a  science,  and  we  power  of  granting  licenses  to  practiKf 

learn  the    science    of    medicine  that  the   company   soon    eonferred    tfaer 

we  may    live  by  practising   the  art.  privileges  on  a  very  numeroos  body, 

Now  this,  in  spite  of  all  legislation  and  and  occupied  itself  diligently  in  fenc- 

all  theory,  divides  the  members  of  the  ing  the  approaches  and  gnar£ng  the 

profession  in  to  two  great  natural  orders;  outworks  of  medicine.      For  intcmil 

those  namely,  who  can  afford  to  wait,  police  tliey  had  no  time,  no  taste,  or  bo 

and  those  who  cannot.  To  one  or  other  powers :  whoever  obCittiis  their  liceiue 

of  these  two  groaps  all  who  enter  the  mray  practise  where  he  likes  and  hov 

profession  belong.    But  if  every  exist-  he  likes — may  get  a  high  price  for  Iris 

ing  chartered  or  cori>orate  body  were  skill  and  acquirements,  ormay  compete 

at  once  abolished,  these  two  classes  of  with  the  neighbouring  grocer  in  tke 

persons  would  have  to  be  cared  for.  selection  and  display  of  his  wares. 

And  the  existing  corporate  bodies,  how- — 

ever  faulty  in  their  principles  or  details,         FELLOWES'  CLINICAI.  PRIZE 
do  at  present  care  for  them,  and  legis-  REPORTS, 

late  for  them  more  or  less  efficiently.  Br  Alfred  J.  Tapsok. 

The  first  class,  those  who  can  afford  to  Univenity  College  Hoqiital,  lux 

wait,    living      on    their    capital    and  [Continued  from  p.  MO  of  the  piccediag  yqlMc.] 

private  resources  until  they  can  realize  Case  lX.—Erysipeiafqffke/mee,Jbii»wrd 

a  professional  income,  arc  cared  for  by  by  scarlatina  and  am  abumdtmi  mimUe 

the  College  of  Physicians.    This  class,  vesicular  eruption ;  cured  ^  aperiemU, 

J  *!.    1     I        u-  u       1      -.^      •        1    ♦  anttmontals,  Hfc, 

and  the  body  which  rules  it,  gives  but  ^^^^^^   Bateman.  «tat.    32,    mimitted 

Uttk  trouble  to  the  state— ite  police  is  April  30th,  1842.  under  Dr.  Williams.    A 

internal  rather  than  external,  private  large  stoot  man  of  afullhabit  of  body,  and 

rather  than  public.   In  ite  earliest  davs  «^nj5uiiic  temperament ;  is  married*  but  has 

n     ^     ,\                 ^.     ,                 *u  "o  children;  is  a  footman,  and  has  been  m 

It  nndcrtook  to  secure  the  learning,  the  ^^^  ,,„bit  of  drinking  aboat  three  quarts  of 

"  morei"  even  the  piety  of  its  members,    beer  daily,  often  more,  sometimes  getting 

and  though  empowered  also  toacton  the    ^Jf""^-    ""  ^^  hereditary  predispontion  to 

jg,      •  1 J  r  •     A  11  (Useaiie ;  his  general  health  has  been  cood. 

Offensiveanddefensiveagainstallunqua-    ^bout  fourteen  years  since  he  luul  a  S^ 

lifiedattemptsonthc  health  of  the  public    attack  of  brain  fever,  and  baa  ever  sinee 

it  soon  gave  up  this  disagreeable  duty,    **«*  subject  to  giddiness  <m  stooping,  fte. 

and  merly  i„««tcd  that  the  conduct  if  ^J^Z  ^  W  w^hic" Jt'd  M-I^^S; 

its  members, while  unemployed,  should  two  months;  has  had  a  cough  for  the  last 

be    inofiensive,   and    when    employed  three  or  four  months,  and  says  he  has  got 

honest  and  ofgoodreport.  The  Censors  ^^^^^^   **»»""*'''   ^^^   *»«   »""   ^    P^«*I 

left  off  emptying  the  gallipote  of  un-        jhc  present  attack  commenced  two  diys 
principled  apothecaries  into  the  kennel,    since ;  he  had  been  walking  several  mflies 

and  gave  their  dignified  attention  to    '"^  ^^  ^^  ^^?>  ^^  returned  home  in  the 
*i.  iB        ^1-      *u  •    rt  11  evenmg  when  it  was  cold,  and  drank  three 

the  new  office  of  guarding  their  College    gia^^ges  of  rum  and  water,  which  he  is  not  in 

from  the  admission  of  the  unorthodox,    the  habit  of  drinking  at  all.     Soon  after  he 

and  the  correction  of  the  contumacious    *«''l^fd  ^'^f^  ^e  felt  shivered  very  mn^, 

.  and  the  left  side  of  the  lower  jaw  felt  painftil, 

mcmi>er8.  ^„j  ^j,^  ^^^^  ^^^^ .  g^piung  speedily  came 

The  a^Mthccaries  practising  without    on  about  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  and  by  the 

license  from  the  College  of  PhvsicLins    ^^^^  morning  had  extended  all  up  that  side 

KK,n  required  a  veo'  different  kind  of   ::^.i'Ti,'';'3'LS'r„Ctr^^^^ 
police ;  and  the  charter  of  the  Ai>othe-    vedclas  on  it ;  at  th\»  time  he  felt  very  sicki 
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and  Tomited  whatever  he  took ;  he,  howerer,  the  larger  of  them) ;  they  are  icattered  yery 

managed  to  keep  down  one  dose  of  pills  thickly  all  over  the  surface  of  the  trunk,  and 

which  purged    him  freely ;    the    vomiting  also  at  the  hend  of  the  elbows  and  in  the 

continued  all  the  day ;  he  was  very  hot  and  groins.    He  complains  of  a  ''  smarting  kind 

perspired  abundantly.  of  soreness"   all  over  the  body,    but  es- 

Pretent  tymptomM* — The    swelling    has  pecially  at  the  joints,  and  tiie  palms  of  the 

now  extended  to  the  right  side  of  the  face  hands  are  rather  hot  and  tender ;  there  is  no 

and  nose;    it  does  not  pass  up  over  the  swelling  except  about  the  feet  and  ankles, 

scalp,  but  the  redness  terminates  by    an  which    are   slightly    oedematous,    and    pit 

abrupt  maiigin  near  the  scalp ;  the  swelling  on  pressure.    The  uvula,  fauces,  and  tonsils, 

is  hard,  red,  and  shining,  not  very  painful ;  are  red  and  sore,  and  the  tongue  is  now 

but  the  fuse  feels  stiff;  the  skin  is  hot;  morbidly  clean,  very  red  and  rather  dry; 

pulse   about   100,  and  full;   has  a  slight  the  surfiice  of  it  is  totally  smooth,  and  the 

headache ;  no  difficulty  of  breathing ;   the  papillte  are  not  enlarged,  or  only  very  slightly 

tongue  is  furred  a  good  deal,  and  he  has  a  so  indeed ;  there  is  no  running  at  the  eyea 

bad  taste  in  the  mouth,  and  is  thirsty  ;  urine  and  nose;  pulse  86,  regular,  &c. ;  bowels 

scanty,  and  high  coloured.  open  ;  urine  free,  lighter  coloured  than  it 

Foveatur  fades  aqu&  calid&  frequenter.  wjJ.J^gi^JJ^  1020,  not  dbuminous  by  heat 

Low  diet.  Oth.-The  redness  is  faded  considerably, 

P>  Elxt.  Col.  Comp.  gr.  z.  omni  nocte  and  most  of  the  vesicles  have  disappeared, 

aumend.  and  the  cuticle  is  beginning  to  desquamate  at 

P,  Antimon.  Potassio  Tart.  gr.  ^. ;  Acidi  the  bending  of  the  joints,  also  m  the  holtow 

Hydrocyan.  dilut.  TIXv. ;  SodseTart.  38s. ;  oi  the  back  and  over  the  shoulder ;  it  comes 

Aqua,  fii.  M.  f.  haust.  tcr  die  sumend.  off  in  large  flakes,   and  is  not  therefore 

merely  the  desquamation   of  the  vesicles. 

May  1st.— The  swelling  has  mcreaaed  in  The  flakes  when  examined  by  the  micros- 

the  lower  part  of  the  face,  and  has  extended  ^^  are  seen  to  be  composed  of  a  single 

down  mto  the  neck ;  it  itches  very  mudi ;  ^^^^^  ^f  ^,6  scales  of  the  epidermis,   each 

the  vomiting  has  ceased;  there  is  no  de-  ^^^e  or  less  regukrly  hexagonal  in  form, 

liriiun*  The  skin  is  still  rather  above  the  natural 

2d.— Swelling  much   the  same  ;   bowels  temperature ;  the  tongue  and  fauces  are  less 

confined.  red^  ^uj  more  comfortable;  the  thirst  less. 

p,  Haust.  Scnme  Comp.  eras  mane.  On  the  shins  there  is  a  deeper  redness,  which 

is  not  removed  by  pressure,  and  indeed,  in 

3d.— The  sweUing  is  very  much  reduced,  ^^^  ^^^  ^f  the  body  where  the  redness  ia 

and  he  feels  much  easier.     The  unne  in-  removed  by  pressure,  the  skin  is  observed  to 

creased  in  quantity,  and  paler.   Towards  the  have  a  yellow  tinge,  dependmg  probably  on 

afternoon  shivenng  came  on    with  slight  ^^^^  alteration  of  the  colouring  matter  of 

soreness  and  dryness  of  the  throat,  cough,  the  blood.    The  eyes  fed  weak,  and  there  U 

anda  little  mucous  expectoration;  the  shiver-  ^  ^tUe  running  from  them;  there  is  not 

ing  continued  for  some  hours,  and  in  the  nj^gh  swelling  of  the  ankles;  urine  stiU  high 

evening  a  slight  redness  was  observed  on  the  coloured,  but  not  albuminous, 
chest  and  side,  and  the  urine  was    again        7th.— Much  better  altogether ;  the  skin 

scanty  and  high  coloured.  ,        ,  w  desquamating  generally  over  the  surface 

4th.— The  swelling  of  the  fsce  and  neck  ^f  the  body,  and  there  is  very  little  redness 

is  almost  gone,  and  the  cutide  is  desqua-  remaining,    excepting  on  the    shins ;    the 

mating  all  over  the  face.    The  redness  that  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  now;  tongue  stUl  red ; 

commenced  yesterday  is  graduaUy  extend-  appetite  returning,  no  running  at  the  eyes 

ing  over  the  trunk  and  extremities:  he  is  stiU  ^^  nose,   pulse  85;     bowels    open  ;  urine 

shivered  at  times,  and  has  some  headache ;  abundant,   less    high    coloured ;     reaction 

the    bowels    are    open;    the    unne    high  neutral,  sp.  grav.  1020,  not  albuminous, 
coloured,  not  albuminous;   the  tongue  is 

much  cleaner  than  it  was,  and  there  is  less        Omittatur  Mistura.    Middle  diet, 
thirst.  ,  ^   , 

5di.— During    the   night    the  skin   has        9th.— Nearly  convalescent;  feels  stronger; 

become  of  a  bright  scarlet  all  over  the  body ;  appetite  good  ;  tongue  clean  and  natural ; 

the  redness  is  not  like  that  of  erythema,  no  thirst ;   the  redness  is  almost  gone  from 

being  in  points,  and  not  diffused ;  it  is  re-  the  shins.     Bowels  open ;   urine  plentiful : 

moved  by  pressure,  but  quickly  returns ;  on  heating  it,  and  then  adding  nitric  acid, 

the  skin  feds  hot  and  rough  to  the  touch,  slight  cloudiness  is  produced,  but  scarcdy 

and  the  rou^mess  is  found  on  close  exami-  enough  to  prove  the  existence  of  albumen, 
nation  to  depend  on  an  umber  of  minute        10th.— The  swelling  is  quite  gone  from 

distinct  vesides  containing  a  turbid  serum  the  ankles,  and  the  colour  of  the  legs  is 
(at  was  ascertained  by  puncturing  some  of    almost  natural ;  dosquaoaatiaw.  \a»  ^^  ^'^^- 
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ceeding  ;    urine    natural  ;    reaction    acid  ;  there  are  a  few  points  deaenring  atteatioB. 

ap.  gr.  1018,  not  at  all  albuminous.  First,  as  to  the  diagnons:  if  we  look  merely 

lltb.— Urine  not  albuminous.  at  tlic  general  features  of  tlie  case,  we  shall 

13th. — Slight  desquamation  taking  place  luive  very  little  hesitation  in  pronouncing  it 

from  the  legs.     Urine  not  albuminous.  to  be  scarlatina  simplex  :  it  commenoed  with 

15th — Discharged  cured.  feverishness,  pain  in  the  head,  alight  sore* 

throat,   scanty   high-coloured    urine,    &c., 

Rbmakks. — ^After  reading  the  preceding  followed  by  a  rash,  which  at  first  waa  of  a 

report,  it  is  pretty  apparent  that  he  came  pale  red  colour,  spreading  over  tiia  whole 

into  the  hospital  with  erysipelas,  and  that  body  by  the  third  day,  and  beooming  of  a 

when  he  was  recovering  from  this  he  was  scarlet  or  crimson  colour,  and  attended  with 

attacked  by  scarlatina.     Both  the  diseases  smarting — the  redness  beginning  to  fade  on 

proved  slight,  and  he  was  discharged  cured  the  fourth  day,  and  ending  in  universal  des- 

in  a  little  more  than  a  fortnight  from  the  quamation  of  the  cuticle  by  the  aizth  or 

time  of  his  admission.  seventh  day.     The  only  symptom  of  acaria- 

The  symptoms  under  which  he  laboured  tina  that  was  not  well  marked,  was,  that  the 
on  his  admission  were  so  obriously  those  of  papillae  of  the  tongue  were  scarcely,  if  at  all, 
erysipelas,  that  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  enlarged,  though  the  tongue  was  very  red. 
of  the  nature  of  his  disease.  1st,  The  This  might  be  ))artly  due  to  the  age  of  the 
characters  of  the  s^'elliDg  itself — its  red,  individual,  rendering  the  tongue  less  readily 
smooth,  and  shining  surface,  bounded  by  affected  than  it  is  at  the  age  at  which  we 
an  abrupt  margin,  and  its  tendency  to  most  commonly  see  scarlatina;  and  it  is 
spread.  2d,  The  symptoms  attendant  on  certain  that  in  children  the  papilUe  of  the 
its  development — the  shivering,  quick  pulse,  tongue  are  more  readily  affected  by  other 
and  gastric  disturbance,  amounting  to  vomit-  causes  than  in  adults ;  and  also  the  enlarge- 
ing,  which  lasted  till  the  swelling  had  at-  mcnt  of  the  papillae  is  less  marked  in  scar- 
tained  almost  its  full  extent ;  and  also,  3d,  latina  simplex  than  in  scarlatina  anpnoaa. 
The  mode  of  its  de)Nirture — a  gradual  sub-  In  addition,  however,  to  the  usual  synp- 
sidence  of  the  swelling,  followed  by  desqua*  toms  of  scarlatina,  there  was,  in  this  case,  a 
mation  of  the  cuticle.  Again,  the  subject  of  remarkably  abundant  vesicular  eruption  at 
the  attack,  and  the  circumstances  preceding  the  time  when  the  rash  was  most  vivid,  and 
iti  appearance— the  patient  being  a  man  of  this  caused  a  little  perplexity  as  to  whether 
a  full  habit  of  body,  in  the  habit  of  drinking  the  disease  really  was  scarlatina  ;  but  we 
freely,  and  whose  kidneys,  therefore,  may  know  that  a  vesicular  eruption  is  not  a  very 
be  imagined  to  be  fomcwhat  impaired  in  uncommon  occurrence  in  scarlatina,  and  in 
ftinction,  and  unable  to  carry  off  any  noxious  some  other  fevers,  and  the  fact  of  its  being 
or  superfluous  matters  when  the  excretion  by  so  much  more  abundant  here  than  osnal 
the  skin  was  arrested,  as  probably  it  was  cannot  be  of  much  importance ;  and  besides, 
here,  by  the  exposure  to  cold  after  active  the  redness  was  quite  characteristic  of  scar- 
exertion,  and  then  the  fact  of  his  drinking  latina,  both  in  intensity  and  in  tint ;  and 
several  glasses  of  mm  and  water,  a  liquid  to  also  it  was  in  points  which  distinguish  it 
which  he  is  not  accustomed — all  of  these  from  erythema  Iseve,  the  only  other  disease 
would  favour  the  occurrence  of  such  an  with  which  it  was  at  all  likely  to  be  oon- 
attack,  especially  as  it  appears  his  health  has  founded.  Had  the  vesicular  eruption  oc« 
been  suffering  ever  since  Christmas  ;  and  currnd  with  less  redness  it  might  have  been 
the  wonder  is,  that  as  the  part  attacked  was  called  miliary  fever. 

the  face,  and  he  had  previously  had  brain-  The  indications  of  treatment  were  much 

fever,  and  determination   of  blood  to  the  the  same  as  for  the  erysipelas,  and  the  same 

head  since,   that  there  were    no   cerebral  remedies  were  continued — and  the  early  dis- 

symptoms  produced.  appearance  of  the  vesicles  and  redness,  and 

The  treatment  indicated  was  to  set  the  the  rapid  decline  of  all  the  symptoms,  con- 

secretions  free,  especially  those  of  the  bowels  firmed  the  idea  that  had  been  held  respecting 

and  skin,  and  this  was  effected  by  a  com-  the  nature  of  the  disease,  viz.  that  it  vras 

bination  of  aperients  and  antimouial  salines,  scarlatina  simplex,  accompanied  by  an  aoci- 

and  warm  fomentations  were  applied  to  the  dental  miliary  eruption, 

part  to  soothe  the  irritation  and  promote  The  cause  of  the  attac-k  is  not  evident ; 

perspiration.  The  cause  of  the  erysipelas  was  but  considering  that  scarlatina  was  prevalent 

apparently  not  of  a  specific  nature,  and  the  at  the  time,  and  that  he  had  only  been  in 

attack  was  probably  produced  by  the  com-  the  hospital  three  days  before  the  symptoms 

bination  of  circumstances  above  mentioned,  of  it  came  on,  we  conclude  that  notwith- 

The  prognosis  was  favourable  from   the  standing  he  is  not  aware  of  having  been  near 

attack  not  being  very  severe,  and  the  consti-  any  one  with  scarlatina,  he  must  have  been 

tution  naturally  good.  exposed  to  it  in  some  way  or  other,  and 

Next,  with  respect  to  the  second  attack  of  that  recently  before  his  admission.     It  may 

feTcrishneiis  and  the  accom  puny  ing  eruption,  be  mentioned  that  he  had  never  luid  scar- 
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latina  before.  With  regard  to  the  urine,  it  ture  of  animals  rises,  within  an  hour,  to 
is  stated  by  Chevreul  that  this  generally  from  11^  to  16*^  aboTe  what  it  had  been 
contains  albumen  at  the  period  of  the  des-  before,  and  life  is  destroyed.  And  then  the 
quamation  of  th?  cuticle  in  scarlatina;  in  suppression  of  the  cutaneous  eihalation  is 
this  case  the  urine  was  carefully  examined  by  no  means  followed  by  a  rise  in  the  tem- 
every  day  about  this  time,  and  on  no  occasion  perature  of  the  body.  In  general  dropsies, 
was  there  any  decided  evidence  of  albumen  which  are  attended  with  a  remarkable  dimi- 
in  it,  and  there  was  only  a  slight  amount  of  nution  of  this  secretion,  an  icy  coldness 
anasarca,  The  age  of  the  patient  was  pro-  usually  pervades  both  the  body  and  the 
bably  ths  chief  cause  of  this,  for  Dr.  Front  limbs.  A  great  fall  in  the  animal  tempera- 
remarks  that  '*  anasarca  and  albuminous  ture  was  likewise  found  by  Fourcault  and 
urine  are  much  more  rare  as  a  sequela  of  Becquerel  and  Breschet  to  be  the  effect  of 
•carlet  fever  in  adults  than  in  children,  and  covering  the  body  with  a  varnish  impervious 
the  severity  is  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  the  to  perspiration ;  and  so  serious  was  the 
eruptive  fe^er  and  sore-throat.''  As  none  general  disturbance  of  the  functions  in  tiieee 
-  of  the  sequeltt  had  appeared  befbre  he  left  circumstances,  that  death  sometimes  ensued 
the  hospital,  it  is  most  likely  that  he  will  in  the  course  of  from  three  to  four  hours, 
escape  them.  Delaroche  and  Berger  had  also  found  thatcqpi- 
iinement  in  an  atmosphere  of  no  higher  tem- 
perature than  the  body  of  an  animal ,  but  satu  - 
OX  THE  rated  vrith  moisture,  was  rapidly  fatal ;  animals 
SPECIAL  FUNCTION  OF  THE  SKIN,  scarcely  resisted  such  an  atmosphere  for  an 

hour  before  they  were  reduced  to  extremity. 

By  R.  Willis,  M.D.  Whatever  prevents  the  skin  from  performing 

its  function,  t.  e,  from  throwing  off  a  little 

water,  is  very  speedily  fatal. 
The  purpose  which    is   answered   in    the         How  may  this  effect  be  produced  ?     How 

animal  economy  by  the  f  auction  of  the  skin  does  it  happen  that  health  and  even  life  can 

has  not  yet  been  precisely   indicated    by  be  so  immediately  dependent,  as  they  ccr- 

physiologisto.  It  is  universally  acknowledged  tainly  are,  on  the  elimination  of  some  thirty- 

of  immeose  importance  to  the  health  ;  but  three  ounces  from  the  general  surface  of  the 

DO  one  has  and  how  or  wherefore  it  is  so.  body  in  the  course  of  the  twenty-four  hours  ? 

The  chemical  analysis  of  the  sweat  is  ac-  To  this  the  author  answers, — by  securing  the 

knovrledged  to  throw  no  light  on  the  ends  conditions  which  are  necessary  for  the  endos- 

for  which  it  eiists ;  and  the  principal  matter  motic  transference  between  arteries  and  veins 

excreted  from  the  skin  is  water :  sweat  con-  of  the  fluids  that  minister  to  nutrition  and 

tains  about  99  per  cent  of  this  fluid.    The  vital  endowment. 

author  of  this  paper  considers  the  water  as  It  is  admitted  by  physiologists  that  the 
the  essential  eseretion ;  not,  however,  in  the  blood,  while  still  contained  within  its  oon- 
juaal  sense  in  which  the  word  excretion  is  ducting  channels,  is  inert  with  reference  to 
used,  nor  yet  es  a  means  of  regulating  or  the  body,  no  particle  of  which  it  can  either 
reducing  temperature.  In  the  means  which  nourish  or  vivify  until  that  portion  of  it 
nature  takes  to  preserve  the  lower  animals  which  has  been  denominated  the  platma 
from  the  effects  of  loss  of  heat  by  sending  has  transuded  from  the  vessels  and  come  into 
them  into  the  world  ready  clothed,  and  in  immediate  contact  vrith  the  particle  that  is 
the  uniformity  with  which  man  contrives  to  to  be  nourished  and  vivified :  but  no  physio- 
dothe  himsdf  over  so  large  a  portion  of  the  logist  has  yet  pointed  out  the  efficient  cause 
earth's  surfiMie,  he  sees  that  the  object  is  of  these  tendencies  of  the  plasma,  first,  to 
generally  to  economise  heat,  not  to  dissip  :te  transude  through  the  vrall  of  its  efferent 
it.  He  says  there  is  even  something  like  an  vessels,  and  secondly,  to  find  its  way  back 
absurdity  involved  in  the  invocation  of  a  again  into  the  afferent  conduits,  llie  ex- 
system  to  eool  the  body,  seeing  that  one  planation  given  by  the  author  is  that,  in  con- 
great  business  of  life,  in  all  the  temiverate  sequence  of  the  out-going  current  of  blood 
and  cold  conntriet  of  the  world,  is  to  guard  circulating  over  the  entire  superficies  of  the 
against  the  loss  of  heat.  Heat  is  lost,  body  perpetually  losing  a  quantity  of  water 
indeed,  to  a  great  extent,  in  convertiDg  the  by  the  action  of  the  sudoriparous  glands,  the 
.product  of  the  sudoriparous  glands  into  blood  in  the  returning  channels  has  thereby 
vapour ;  but  the  loss  here  was  unavoidable  ;  become  more  dense  and  inspissated,  and  is 
it  u  not  the  end.  In  spite  of  all  the  sudo-  brought  into  the  condition  for  absorbing,  by 
riparoasglandscando,  also,  the  exiieriments  eiidosmosis,  the  fluid  perpetually  exuding 
of  Delaroche  and  Berger  have  shown  that  from  the  arteries,  which  are  constantly  kept 
the  heat  of  the  body  rises  considerably  above  on  the  stretch  by  the  injecting  force  of  the 
the  standard  when  exposed  to  temperatures  heart. 

somewhat  higher  than  itself.     In  chambers         Repeated   experiment  has   demonstrated 

•heated  to  12^  and  130^  Fahr.  the  tempera-  the  fact  that  the  blood  m  \Safc  \«ffa  N*  ^^ 
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■omowhat  proatcr  density  than  that  in  the  ^he  twenty-sixth  bepoht  or 

Wood  bf  .illowod  to  he  1  .(i:>0.  that  of  vt-.ums     THE  AYR.  NEWTON,  and  \V  ALLACE. 
blocHi  in  the  mean  will  he  1,503.  TOWN  DISPENSARY, 

In  an  appendix  to  the  paper,   the  author  iH4:i. 

point*  out  a  few  of  the  praetieal  upplieiirion*  

of  which  the  ahove-nientioiieil  tln-c'ry  iV  «">-  Voir»  fi.-*  *\,  ^  • 

ceiitihie.  InterfenMiee  with  the  functioM  of  ^o^.  that  there  is  a  government  commww 
theskin,  and  prim-ipallv  through  the  agency  WHntcd  to  inqnirp  into  the  openticm  of 
of  cold,  he  ubser\e.M,  in  the  admitted  cause  the  Poor  Law  of  Scotland,  all  matterfcoB- 
of  the  fcivater  number  of  acute  diseases  to  nected  with  the  poor  are  of  course  eidiii? 
which  mankind,  in  the  temperate  regions  of  at  present  a  hijjh  degree  of  interest  inihic 
tlie  globe,  are  suhjj-et.  He  who  is  said  to  country,  and  we  trust  that  the  commissioMB 
have  suffered  a  chill,  has,  in  fact,  suffered  a  ^^l^  not  only  direct  especial  attention  to  ibe 
derangement  or  suppression  of  the  secreting  state  of  the  medical  charitieii  presentlr  ii 
action  of  his  skin,  a  process  which  is  active  operation,  but  that  they  will  denic 
altogether  indispensable  to  the  continuance  «ome  means  of  more  perfectly  providing  for 
of  life  J  and  a  disturbance  of  the  gentrai  the  sick  |K)or  in  rural  diNtricts  aa  well  u 
liealth  follows  as  a  necessary  consequence,  towns.  The  excellent  and  interesting  report 
Animals  exposed  to  the  continued  action  of  "o^  before  us  proves  in  an  eminent  degree 
n  hot  dry  atmosphere  die  from  exhaustion ;  the  necessity  there  exists  for  great  alten- 
but  when  subjected  to  the  effects  of  a  moist  titms  being  made  with  a  view  to  amelionte 
atmosphereof  a  temperature  not  higher  than  the  condition  of  the  sick  poor.  It  appean 
their  own,  they  perish  by  the  same  cause  as  that  this  Institution  extends  its  benflficisl 
those  which  die  from  covering  the  body  with  oi>erations  over  a  locality  which  comprises  a 
an  impervious  glaze  ;  for,  in  both  cases,  the  population  of  1-1, 285.  "To  keep  up," 
ctmditions  required  for  the  access  of  ox-  ^y^  the  reporter,  '*  the  dispensary,  jC95  ii 
idizini,  and  the  removal  of  deoxidized  plasma,  pai^  annually  by  1 50  subscribers,  which  u 
arc  wanting,  and  life  necessarilv  ceases.  The  «"  average  payment  of  12s.  8d.  each  !" 
atmosphere  of  unliealthy  tropical  climates  ^^  the  only  medical  charity  available  (we 
differs  but  little  from  the  vapour-bath  at  a  ^^^  aware  that  a  Fever  Hospital  is  in  pro- 
tem]ierature  of  betwc<'n  80«  and  90"  Fahr. ;  &"*ess  of  erection)  to  the  destitute  sick,  of  a 
and  the  dew  point  in  those  countries,  as  for  population  of  14,2H5,  can  be  kept  up  by  an 
example  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  «"""«!  expenditure  of  i.'95,  we  should  have 
never  nuiges  lower  than  three  or  four  t^t^clared  ourselves  utterly  unable  to  guess  by 
degrees,  nay,  is  sometimes  only  a  single  ^*»at  even  canny  management  an  efficient 
degrt^*,  below  the  temperature  of  the  air.  Institution  for  such  a  district  could  be 
Placed  in  an  atmosphen*.  ho  nearly  flaturuted  ^^P^  "P  ^ith  means  so  apparently  insigni- 
with  water,  and  of  such  a  tempcratun;,  man  ^cant,  had  we  not  observed  some  time  ago, 
is  on  the  verge  of  conditions  that  are  incom-  *"  a  report  furnished  to  the  Poor- Law  Com- 
patible with  his  existence :  conditions  which  missioiurs  by  Dr.  Sym,  of  Ayr,  the  follow- 


necessary  to  the  exercise  of  its  natural  func-     town  into  districts  and  visit  the  jmtients  in 
tion  are  wanting.     The  terms  Miattrna  and    their  own  houses  •"  ••the  expenteit  are  de- 


Malaria  may,  according  to  the  author,  be  fmt/fd  by  an  annual  subscription'*  (^'95  !) 

reganled  as  almost  synonymous  with  air  at  "  The  surgeons  receive  a  tritling  sum,  (Jtb 

the  temperature  of  from  7b^  to  85°  Fahr.,  annually,  each,  we  believe)  not  as  a  remone- 

and  nearly  saturated  with  moistiire.  ration  for  their  services,  but  as  a  token  of 

The  secretion  of  the  skin  othen^'ise  sup-  gratitude  for  the   sacrifices  they   make   for 

pressed  is  attended  with  no  less  fatal  ctm-  the    good    of    the    community."*     What, 

sequences.     What  kills  a  patient  within  the  ^'^'  would  a>k,  would  a  surgetm  of  any  of 

firstlHboursof  a  bad  attack  of  scarlet  fever?  our   English    Unions  think,  if  he  were  to 

The  autopsy  shows  nothing  amiss.     He  dies  "^«'»'i*   the    gratify hig    assurance    that   he 

undoubtedly  from  the  complete  suppression  «n»ght  cah;ulate  on    £5  after  a  year's  most 

of  the  function  of  the  skin.     Restf>re  this  toilsome  and  disagn-eable  labour !  which  he 

and  he  will  do  well ;  all  the  stimulants  in  "  "»"»*  benevolently  requested  by  no  means 

the  world  will  not  rouse  him  if  the  function  to  look  ujion  as  a  remuneration  for  his  ser- 

of  his  skin  be  not  restoreil.— /Vocfe^/in^x  of  ^»*^'"'»  ^''•'t  as  a  token  of  gratitude  for   the 

Me  Rojfal  Society,  March  2d  and  9th.  sacritirt-s  Iw  has  made  for  the  good  of  the 

community  r"  ! !  ! 

^^'<*  «•«"»  scarcely  supjiress  a  smile  when 

•  Vide  Sanitary- Reiwrts,  Scotland,  Ayr,  by  Dr. 
f»>ni.  p.  Mfi.  »    *  f    / 
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the  talented  reporter,  in  the  face  of  thi»,  can  contradiction,  that  there  are  many  memben 

only  summon  up  courage  to  enable  him  **  to  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  not  a  few 

venture  to  express  a  hope  that  the  Com-  of  these  backed  by  an  Oxford  or  Cambridge 

missioners    recently  appointed    to   enquire  Degree,  totally  devoid  of  all  practical  know- 

into  the  state  of  the  poor  in  Scotland  will  ledge,   and   whose    mmds  are  unfitted    to 

take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  sup-  acquire  it.     I  say  not  this  with  any  feeling 

porting  medical  charities  by  assessment."*  of  intentional  disrespect ;  my  only  object  ii 

to  show  the  naked  truth,  and,  in  doing  so, 

to  prove  the  absurdity  of  those  artificial  dia- 

MEDICAL  REFORM.  tinctioni  which  at  present  exist,  apd  to  point 

out  that  change  which  I  believe  alone  capa- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.        W«  of  remedjdng  the  evUs  complained  of,  bo 

far  as  it  may  be  practicable  to  do  so. 
®**»  It    seems  that  the  government  is  now 

As  it  appears  to  be  the  intention  of  the  pausing  whilst  the  CoUeges  of  Physicians 
government  to  bring  forward  some  measure  and  Surgeons  reconcile  some  conflicting 
on  medical  reform,  and  believing  it  to  be  opinions ;  but  if  Parliament  seriously  keep 
their  anxious  desire  to  be  guided  by  the  in  view  the  public  welfare,  and  legidate,  as  it 
soundest  judgment  and  discretion,,  permit  me  ig  in  duty  bound  to  do,  for  the  promotion  of 
to  state,  through  the  medium  of  your  this  one  great  object^  I  deem  it  absolutely 
columns,  those  results  at  which  long  experi-  necessary  to  throw  overboard  the  entire  cor- 
ence  has  enabled  me  to  arrive  on  this  im-  porate  and  chartered  privileges  of  the  Col- 
portant  question.  leges  of  Phyncians  and  Surgeons,  and  of  the 

No  reasonable  being  can  suppose  or  expect    Apothecaries'  Company  also, 
that  the  government  should  so  interfere  with         Having  already  offered  indisputable  evi- 
any  other  view  than  that  of  securing  the     dence  against  the  present  system  of  examina- 
greatest  amount  of  public   security  and  of    tion  affording  to  the  public  a  greater  extent 
public  good.  of  protection  through  the  College  of  Phy- 

Called  upon,  as  it  now  is,  to  interpose  its  gicians  itself  than  through  either  of  the  other 
influence,  by  the  obstinate  refusal  of  all  two  licensing  bodies,  I  maintain  that  if  one 
reasonable  concessions  on  the  one  hand,  and,  Faculty  or  College  be  instituted,  such  a  sys- 
on  the  other,  by  extravagant  demands,  it  tem  may  be  devised  as  will  accomplish  every 
seems  to  me  important  to  direct  attention  to  useful  and  necessary  purpose.  I  will  leave 
the  following  facts.  tiie  form  of  appointment  of  this  one  Faculty 

Although  it  is  imperatively  necessary  to     for  the  present  untouched  ;    I  simply  throw 
establish  the  most  efficient  forms  of  examina-     out  the  suggestion. 

tien,  so  as  to  secure  fitly  educated  men  for        The  examinations,  academical  and  pro- 

80  responsible  a  station  in  life  as  that  which    fessional,  should  be  the  same  for  all  candi- 

all  medical  practitioners  necessarily  occupy,     dates ;  but  as  the  profession  naturally  sub- 

I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  plans  hitherto     divides  itself  into  three  separate  states,  viz. 

adopted  have  totally  escaped  that  attention    the  physician,  the  consulting  surgeon,  and 

which  they  so  seriously  demand  from  the     the    general  practitioner,   every  candidate, 

public  at  large.  after  his  examination,  should  be  required  to 

We  must  all  feel,  that  a  diploma  granted     take  out  his  diploma  for  that  branch  of  his 

upon  oral  or  written  examination,  on  **pr0'     profession    which    he    intends    to    pursue. 

festional  qualifieation  or  power**  can  afford     Each  of  the  three  branches  should  have  the 

no  real  safeguard  to  the  public,  nor  any  evi-     option  to  practise  midwifery,  and  I  would 

deuce  of  the  candidate's  fitness  to  practise  in     leave  the  public  to   determine  every  other 

any  branch  of  his  profession.    I  declare  that    point  of  respective  right.     I  am  positively 

a  diploma  granted  upon  such  evidence  con-     convinced  that  no  legislation  can  ever  extin- 

veys  to  the  public  mind  a  fia^acious  and  dan-     gruish    or    amalgamate   the    three   distinct 

geroua  claim  to  confidence  and  skill.  divisions  before  stated. 

Let  me  illustrate  this  assertion  by  evidence.  Would  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  attend  a  case 
in  its  most  glaring  shape.  Is  it  not  the  of  fever  ?  Dr.  Chambers  a  fractured  limb  ? 
universally  received  opinion  of  mankind,  when  or  would  the  public  entirely  repose  their  con- 
they  see  the  titie  of  **  Doctor/'  or  '*  M.D.''  fidence  in  the  hands  of  the  most  able  general 
appended  to  a  name,  that  they  implicitly,  yet  practitioner  ?  or,  indeed,  would  the  prao- 
ignoranUy,  conclude  this  man  to  possess  titioner  himself  desire  it  ?  Most  certainly 
superior  skill,  and  to  carry  with  him  a  pro-  not.  A  plan  might  even  be  adopted  by 
portionate  degree  of  security  by  his  atten-  which  the  powers  of  this  newly  constituted 
dance  ?  Can  any  thing  be  more  deceptive  body  should  be  strictiy  confined  to  examina- 
or  more  dangerous  ?     I   assert,  and  defy    tion,  and,  having  so  satisfied  itself  of  the 

^  --  -  ." — 7TT — 7~n. 't — IT — IZ candidate's  due  qualification,  should  remit 

*  We  should  be  glad  to  receive  the  other  com-  ,  .^  _...    ..    ^m^^^^  ♦«  4^k.f  K/wi,r  n«vAM 

munications  allud^  to  by  our  correspondent.  *"«  ^^>  »^  aartifiate  to  that  body  uxvdax 

Ed.  Oaz.  whose  diploma  \t  \s  Vaa  ycAatXvsii  \a  ^sX« 


no                                    TREATMENT  OF  INSANITY. 

The  fees  orexcliuiye  rights  of  each  of  the  toei  were  huerted  initetfl  of  four ;  m  that, 

three  present  corporatioiis  would  then  re-  in  page  16,  line  52  in  the  tint  nolnwn,  igr 

main  intact  and  perfect.     As,  howerer,  na-  tkree  ouacu^fimr  shonld  be  mbiftkiited. 

foreseen  events  and  circumstances  often  hlast  The  quantity  of  phosphates  in  poftosi  I 

the  brightest  prospects,  or  cause  the  dasiling  took  from  the  table  gircn  in  page  78  of  ths 

glare  of  unlimited  success  and  wealth  to  fidl  very  interesting  and  talented  work  of  Or. 

where  least  expected,  I  would  resenre  to  Bence  Jones,   *'  On  Qfavel,   Caknlas,  tmi 

every  roan,  at  any  subsequent  period  of  life.  Gout,"   1842 ;  where,  on  the  aathoritj  of 

the  power  to  exchange  his  diploma,  for  one  Liebig's  work,  he  has  stated  49*1  ashes  lo 

of  higher  or  lower  degree,  upon  the  produc*  be  present  in  1000  grains  of  potntDeSt  equal 

tion  of  such  certificates  of  character,  con*  to  23'56  in  the  ounee  of  480  graino.     On 

duct,  and  motives,  as  the  fhcnlty  should  deem  referring  to  liebig's  work,  I  find  thai  Dr. 

satisfactory.     Hence  the  great  utility  of  the  Jones  misplaced  the  decimal  point ;  to  ttat, 

examination  being  the  same  for  all  three  de-  instead  of  49*1,  the  quantity  is  reaUr  4*91 

partments  :  and  as  there  are  unquestionably  grains  =  2*356  in  an  ounee,  and  reaneing 

many  physicians  and  surgeons,  who  would,  at  the  quantity  of  phosphafces  in  mj  "  imagi* 

this  time,  gladly  avail  themselves  of  phar*  nary"  meal  to  n^ier  more  ttun  30  graiH. 

maceutical  practice,  if  the  Apothecaries'  act  I  need  hardly  say,  this  error  does  not  aflheC 

did  not  prohibit  them  ;  and  as  there  are  some  the  argument. 

few  general  practitioners,  who,  being  foUy  In  page  14,  col.  I,  line  7,  an  absurd  error 

qualified  by  experience  and  position,  might  escaped  correction ;   instead  of  *'  polarbed 

choose  to  take  out  their  diploma  as  phy-  light,"  it  stands  in  the  text  "pnlferind 

sicians,   I   would  make  due  prorision  for  light." 

these  purposes,  on  similar  testimony  to  that  I  should  have  corrected  these  errata  in  a 

required  in  cases  of  change  of  degrees.  foot-note  to  the  next  lecture,  had  not  they 

It  is  desirable  to  put  an  end  to  all  dis-  been  noticed  in  the  present  number, 

sension,  which  I  believe  such  a  measure  as  I  1  remain,  sir, 

advocate  is  fully  adequate  to  accomplish.  Your  obedient  servant. 

It  does  not  destroy  any  peculiar  powers  Goldiko  B»d. 

contended  for,  either  by  one  body  or  another.  14^  Myddelton  Square, 

It  does  destroy  all  unjust  claims  of  distinc-  April  7,  IBM. 

tion  between  the  physician,    the    surgeon,     -^^~_......._ 

and  the  general  practitioner.  It  provides  for  TREATMENT  OP  INSANITY 

the  public  safety  in  a  greater  degree  than  *  

has  hitherto  been  done.     It  leaves  all  men 


free  to  act  as  thoy  please  for  the  future  ;  the  The  Visitors,  m  complying  with  the 

posM'&aiou  of  which   power  deprives  every  custom  of  presenting  a  Report  of  the  Asytaas 

member  of  all  ground  of  complaint,  and  at  to  the  public,  have  still  the  satisfeetion  of 

the  same  moment  extinguishes  every  desire  referring  to  the  successful  treataient  pommd 

for  that  chani^e  after  which  the  mal-content  in  it,  and  to  the  increased  domestie  oonlNt 

hns  been  brawling  during  the  greater  portion  which  has  been  insured  lo  tho  patlsnik 

of  his  life.  The   system  they  reported  last  year  as 

l*he  same  law  ought  to  govern  the  three  under  trial,  of  introdudug  a  linlted  nnnber 

kingdoms,  and  one  Pharmacopoeia  ought  to  of  students  of  each  sex  to  an  association  with 

be  adopted.     Kvery  man  prarti:>ing  without  the  patients  of  both  sexes,  and  of  employiaf 

due  license  ought  to  be  proi<rcuted  by  the  females  more  freely  to  sssist  in  the  attendanee 

licensing    body ;    and  with  this  provision,  upon  the  male  patients,  has  been  persevered 

(|uacks  and  qnackery  may  be  safely  left  as  In    throughout    the    year,    and  has    fclly 

sources  of  justifiable  public  amusement.  answered  the  expectations  entertained.    The 

I  am,  sir,  patients  being  under  the  immdiate  direction 

Your  obedient  servant,  of  educated  persons,  instead  of  beinf  left 

Nemo.  to  the  care  of  servants,  have  been  manifestly 

.--    -   . more  comfortable,  and  that  state  of  irritation 

,  and  disquietude,  so  often  observed  amongst 

THE  PHOSPHATES  IN  POTATOES.  the    bn^ates  of  n>  Aiylum,   h»  b«^ 

generally  removed,  that   the  resident  Fhy- 

sician  has  formed  the  first-dass  patients  of 

Tb  the  Editor  of  tht  Medical  Gazette.  both  sexes,  together  with  the  students  and 

^  the  members  of  his  own  fsnrily,  into  one 

domestic  party,  and  they  daily  ssscinhlw  for 

In  my  la.<t  lecture,  in  the  number  of  the  meals  and  for  amusement,  in  one  or  other 

Meoical  Gazkttr  for  Mareh  31,  an  error  of  their  reapective  apartments, 

occurred,  which  has  been  alluded  to  by  a  It  is  perhaps  needless  to  allude  to  the  cflbet 

rorrespondent  in  to-daj's  n amber.      In  the  of  this  friendly  and  domestic  union  npon  the 

aMiiuscript  kctun  "  three" ouace§  of  pota-  minds  of  tbe  ^denU^   ^^  aianwAa^^  «« 
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manifest  and  numerous :   but  its  iDllnence  ^^  -^u             l             ,       -     . 

u.  removing  much  of  thi  pdn  of  resS  lL„t^WeT?fu  ?'"^'  "^   ""«*"8  "  '«» 

liberty.  u>d  in  .hewing  the  padent,   that  S^J  hJl,  1^        °r  T"^"*"^*  '     " 

though  controJM  by,  he  is  rtill  the  com-  If^  *"  better  cl„,es  to  enter  into  it,  and 

p.n,o\  of.  hi,  mcdicil'  director,  U  worth  1      he  nXr'^H  .'  ^^  'L^"'^  j'^l's''' '" 
especial  notice.  .    Poo^'/nd  '«>?  mformed  ;   and  thua  the 

AU  mechanical  restrictions  upon  the  per-    f.^"!?!?./^  ."/  '"  ^rimmty--»elj!,hn,n~ 
«.n.  of  the  patients  have  couLued  toV    »- -^-    •'^8- aubdued  and  corrected 

warranted  thi. ;  and  though  occasional  vio  '"^'^£71"^  '"''!"'"'  °^""'  '"fV^  ^ 

lenceon  the  part  of  paticnf,  has,  as  formerly,  S,*!^",'L'^  *?  ""  ""P"^?*  P""™"  «*" 

occurred,  .more  judicious  appeal   to  the  fTJ^^nlt^'     *°n  •'?<»=  "^ ""  «/»* 

moral  inste^l  of  tbi  physical  powers  of  the  SLTvAir*'  !f P^^'^  ""  '"^-"""d"- 

r'lSsrSf-hriii''''^^""'^  '^°-  Hores'rth^^  rrc^ris^^^h^ef s^ 

XraciioTin'^re'KSieSa^c  :rirs  ^f  an-'^"""!""^'  ^"''I^ 

-have  been  found  to  subdue  the  violence,  T^X  li    ^-  "/«'"'*'"""'»*  "  ^ 

when  mechanicallly  confining  the  limbs  mighi  "^^t  i^^,'"*"  *''«  'PI"?"'"*  <* 

only  have  increased  the   irritation.       But  ^^°^  ,w  "'T     l"T.V    •^"  ""P^^^ 

beJde.  this,  in  the  disuse  of  mechanical  re-  "^  „'1!''Jm"k        "'  of 'he. '"sane  and  th« 

atrmnt  alloffelier,  the  feeling,  of  tho:  e  whose  S"f  "T  "^f'!"  T"^^'  *^~™  I'i  '"S""''  V*^ 

quiet  deportment  would  alwfys  have  secured  ^'  7!*^  °'  mdvidual  confidence,  m  winch 

them  from  its  application  to  their  own  per-  *" Jl'^i"^  venture,  to   claim  a  pecuhar 

MB.,  .re  «ved  ?he  offence  of  witnessing  its  '"^fTnV'l^       "»portant  consequence,  in 

application  to  their  less  tranquil  companim.,.  ^.l^f  ?..      "'^"  .7  I  "T  ^^'  '"• 

The  employment  of  the  patients  has  bcvn  S^ted  i^IK^V^  !         '"«''!*"  "??'»- 

very  much  mcreased.     A  resident  tailor  and  hi  ..?i?i^~     .1  i  •  •  "''^'^  '"  ^''^"^' 

.shoemaker  liave  been  a<lded  to  the  Esta-  "J  »''« ''"">'efy  t»>at  it  is  no  longer  necessary, 

blishment,  and  those  of  the  patients  who  are,     leTi°™.r  fc  ^P'^lf''''  J.°  ^'\'  f^^*^ 
either  from  previous  acquaintance  with  the*     ^^!^^'3  '"'l  f"'  «=ach  ,,at.ent     but  that  a 

trade.,  or  f?om  a  desi«  to  learn  them,  in-  flT^'i^  hi" ,  '"T"*'^  "'^:''-  """''''■^'^ 

.lined to  undertake  work  in  them,  are  en-  w^Zr  t^  •"it^'^t ""I  '»'>'-°|"'"«' ,?>'«"''- 

couraged  to  do  so ;  but  our  medical  officers  ZIIT.    ■  ffZ^I"'  ""1"'  "^'"^  ^ 

encourage  more   ^nerally    those   employ.  irJ^.A^f-i^^°'^-''"V^^^'"^°! 

ments  WWch  le«l  Se  patients  from  a  siden-  "ff  "Tl.     -.  m"*  "  "   .  °  f  T"^  "^f" 

4_ ^  .         J     u-  V     -11  i-L       •    ^i  anects   the   weekly   aoioimt  of  choree   for 

tanrstate,  and  which  will  engage  them  m  the  „,»i„te„„„ee,  but  it  much  lessens  the^ther 

openur;   and  for  this  purpose  the  greater  i,„.j„ci  ..-^  .  iiracuo  mc  uiucr 

.ttentioo  i.  .tai  given  to  the  work  of  the    ^iVn^nT''      ,'      T    *  ^^^r'  *^ 
g^fA^n  thrown  on  the  coouty. — Report^  Gloucester 

To  the  accustomed  round  of  balls,  evening _^'^! 

parties,  &c.  our  Superintendent  has  for  some 

time  past  added  the  Mainierian  system  of  PAYMENT  TO  MEDICAL  OFFICERS 

ringing  for  his    patients,   and  of   all   the  OF  UNIONS, 

unosements  calculated  for  a  Lunatic  Asylum , 

it  is  perhaps  one  of  the  be«t  that  could  be 

devised.      It  may  not  be  the  most  perfect         To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
mode  of  teaching  the  art — it  may  not  be  so 
essential  to  the  individuals  whose  station  in  ^'^» 

mciety,  and  whose  means,  may  have  enabled  In  March  1842,   I  addressed  a  letter  to  the 

them  to  cultivate  music  on  a  more  extended  surgeons  of  the  London  Unions,  who  had 

scale — but,  to    the  Icfs  favoured,    and  the  called  on  me  as  the  then  President,  and  on 

moat  numerous  class  of  patients  in  the  Asy>  the  Vice.  Presidents  of  the  Royal  College  of 

lam,  it  is  the  greatest  treat ;  and  no  evening  Surgeons,   stating  my  views  respecting  the 

In  the  week  is  looked   forward  to  with  so  medical  order   of  the  Poor  Law  CouMnis- 

much  pleasure  as  the  **  singing''  one.     It  is  sioners  of  the  12th  of  that  month,  regulating 

▼nloable,  not  as  an  atnusement  only,  but  as  the   payments   to  be  made  to  the  f«*HM»^i 

an  aecupation — for  the  patient  has  something  officers  of  unions  for  extraordauuy  m    ' 

to  do— -something  to  prepare  himself  for —  which  letter  you  were  pleased  to  ' 

and  many  an  hour  in  the  week,  which,  per-  You  also  thought  it  right  to  mtki 

liapa,  might  have  been  painfully  past,  glides  aecond  letter  I  addreaaed  to  the  i 

pleasantly  away  as  he  cons  over  his  part  for  men,  on  the  labioofc  of  aa  ^ 

the  ensuing  concert.     But  this  practice  calls  hoped  I  1h4  T 

Ovt  alio  the  kindler  hehngs  of  those  patients,  Stato  and  tll^l 


no                                      TREATMENT  OF  INSANITY. 

The  fees  or  excluaiTe  rights  of  each  of  the  toes  were  inserted  instead  of  four ;  so  that, 

three  present  corporations  would  then  re-  in  page  16,  line  52  in  the  first  adimin,  lor 

main  intact  and  perfect.     As,  howerer,  un-  tkiree  ounces,  ybur  should  he  aubsUtutod. 

foreseen  events  and  circumstances  often  blast  The  quantity  of  phosphates  in  potatoes  I 

the  brightest  prospects,  or  cause  the  daxsling  took  from  the  table  given  in  page  78  of  the 

glare  of  unlimited  success  and  wealth  to  fall  verj  interesting  and  talented  work   of  Dr. 

where  least  expected,  I   would  reserve  to  Bence  Jones,   **  On  Gravel,   Calculua,  and 

every  man,  at  any  subsequent  period  of  life,  Gout,''   1842;  where,  on  the  aathority  of 

the  power  to  exchange  his  diploma,  for  one  Liebig's  work,  he  has  stated  49*1  aahes  to 

of  higher  or  lower  degree,  upon  the  produc-  be  present  in  1000  grains  of  potatoes,  equal 

tion  of  such  certificates  of  character,  con-  to  23*56  in  the  ounce  of  480  grains.     On 

duct,  and  motives,  as  the  feculty  should  deem  referring  to  liebig's  work,  I  find  that  Dr. 

satisfectory.     Hence  the  great  utility  of  the  Jones  misplaced  the  decimal  point ;  so  that, 

examination  being  the  same  for  all  three  de-  instead  of  491,  the  quantity  is  really  4-91 

partments  :  and  as  there  are  unquestionably  grains  =  2*356  in  an  ounce,  and  reducing 

many  physicians  and  surgeons,  who  would,  at  the  quantity  of  phosphates  in  uxj  '*  imagi- 

this  time,  gladly  avail  themselves  of  phar-  nary"  meal  to  rather  more  than  30  gfrains. 

maceutical  practice,  if  die  Apothecaries*  act  I  need  hardly  say,  this  error  does  not  affect 

did  not  prohibit  them  ;  and  as  there  are  some  the  argument. 

few  general  practitioners,  who,  being  fully  In  page  14,  col.  1,  line  7,  an  absurd  ern>r 

qualified  by  experience  and  position,  might  escaped  correction :    instead  of  **  polarised 

choose  to  take  out  their  diploma  as  phy-  light,''  it  stands  in  the  text  '*  pulverised 

aicians,   I   would  make  due  provision  for  light." 

these  polioses,  on  similar  testimony  to  that  I  should  have  corrected  these  errata  in  a 

required  in  cases  of  change  of  degrees.  foot-note  to  the  next  lecture,  had   not  they 

It  is  desirable  to  puc  an  end  to  all  dis-  been  noticed  in  the  present  number, 

sension,  which  1  believe  such  a  meas^ire  as  I  I  remain,  sir, 

advocate  is  fully  adequate  to  accomplish.  Your  obedient  servant, 

It  does  not  destroy  any  peculiar  powers  Goldiko  Bird. 

contended  for,  either  by  one  body  or  another.  14^  Myd«lelton  Square, 

It  does  destroy  all  unjust  claims  of  distinc-  April  7, 1843. 

tion  Ijetween  the  physician,    the    surgeon, — . 

and  the  general  practitioner.  It  provides  for  TREATMENT  OF  INSANITY. 

the  public  safetv  in  a  greater  degree  than  *  

has  hitherto  been  done.     It  leaves  all  men 

free  to  act  as  they  please  for  the  future  ;  the  The  Visitors,  in  complying  with  the  annwd 

possession  of  which   {>ower  deprives  every  cusitnmof  prcKentinga  Reportof  the  Asyli 


member  of  all  ground  of  complaint,  and  at  to  the  public,  have  still  the  satisfsctioii  of 

the  same  moment  extinguishes  every  desire  referring  to  the  successful  treatment  pnraaed 

for  that  change  after  which  tlie  mal-content  in  it,  and  to  the  increased  domestic  comftiit 

has  been  brawliog  during  the  greater  portion  which  has  been  insured  to  the  patients, 

of  his  life.  The   system  tbey   reported  last   year  m 

l*he  same  law  ought  to  govern  the  three  under  trial,  of  introdneiog  a  limited  number 

kingdoms,  and  one  Pharmacopoeia  ought  to  of  students  of  each  sex  to  an  association  with 

be  adopted.     Every  man  practi^<ing  without  the  patients  of  both  sexe**,  and  of  employio^ 

due  license  ought  to  be  prosec^uted  by  the  females  more  freely  to  assint  in  the  attendance 

licensing    body ;    and   with  this  provision,  upon  the  male  patients,  has  been  persevered 

quacks  and  quackery  may  be  safely  left  as  in    throughont    the    year,    and  has    ftilly 

sources  of  justifiable  public  amusement.  answered  the  expectations  entertained.    Hie 

I  am,  sir,  patients  being  under  the  immdiate  direction 

Your  obedient  servant,  of  educated  persons,  instead  of  being  left 

Nemo.  to  the  care  of  servants,  have  been  manifestly 

more  comfortable,  and  that  state  ofirritatioa 

......^  ....  ond  disnuietnde,  so  often  observed  amonast 

THE  PHOSPHATES  IN  POTATOES.  the    inmates  of  an  Asylum,   has  be«lIo 

generally  removed,  that   the  resident  Phy- 

sician  has  formed  the  first-class  patients  of 

To  the  Editor  of  tht  Medical  Gazette.  both  sexes,  together  with  the  studenU  and 

gi,^  the  members  o(  his  own  family,   into  one 

'  domestic  party,  and  they  daily  assemble  itar 

In  my  lai;t  lecture,  in  the  number  of  the  meals  and  for  amusement,  in  one  or  other 

Mboical  Gazkttr  for  Mareh  31,  an  error  of  tlieir  respective  apartments. 

occurred,  which  has  been  alluded  to  by  a  It  la  perhaps  needless  to  allude  to  the  effect 

correspondent  in  to-day's  number.      In  the  of  this  friendly  and  domestic  union  upon  tlie 

manuscript  lecture  "three'*  ounces  of  pota-  minds  of  the  patients  ;    the  ailvantages  are 
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manifest  and  numerous ;  but  its  inflnence  to  whom  such  a  mode  of   singing  is  less 

in  removing  much  of  the  pain  of  restricted  acceptable   for  their   own  amnsement ;     it 

liberty,  and  in  shewing  the  patient,   that  i^^ds  the  better  classes  to  enter  into  it,  and 

though  controlled  by,  he  is  still  the  com-  ^  encourage  it,  because  it  gives  delight  to 

panion  of,  his  medical  director,  is  worth  an  the  poorer  and  less  informed  ;   and  thus  the 

especittl  notice.  strongest  feeling  in  insanity — selfishnew — 

All  mechanical  restrictions  upon  the  per-  jg  in  a  material  degree  subdued  and  corrected 

sons  of  the  patients  have  continued  to  be  Jq  their  minds. 

disused  during  this  year  :  the  state  of  the  This  gradual  advance  which  has  been  made 
house  has,  in  its  quietness  and  tranquillity,  {q  the  improved  treatment  of  the  insane  has 
warranted  this ;  and  though  occasional  vio-  necessarily  led  to  an  improved  provision  for 
lence  on  the  part  of  patients  has,  as  formerly,  them  in  the  Asylum.  For  those  of  the  first 
occurred,  a  more  judicious  appeal  to  the  and  tfecond  clames  especially  the  accommoda- 
moral  instead  of  the  physical  powers  of  the  tions  have  been  made  nearly  resembling  tfaehr 
attendants — a  removal  of  the  excited  from  homes  :  the  wards  of  the  Asylum  have  been 
the  society  of  his  comrades-— or,  a  more  assimilated  to  domestic  dwellings,  and  the 
complete  seclusion  in  a  well  guarded  chamber  strangeness  of  a  place  of  confinement  as  fn 
— ^have  been  found  to  subdue  the  violence,  ng  possible  changed  into  the  appearance  of 
when  mechanicallly  confining  Uie  Umbs  might  comfort  and  cheerfulness.  This  improve- 
only  have  increased  the  irritation.^  But  ment  in  the  treatment  of  the  insane,  and  the 
besides  this,  in  the  disuse  of  mechanical  re.  qaietness  which  ensues  from  it,  together  with 
straint  altogether ^  the  feelings  of  those  whose  that  system  of  individual  confidence,  in  whidi 
quiet  deportment  would  always  have  secured  this  Asylum  ventures  to  daim  a  pecuUar 
them  from  its  application  to  their  own  per-  gaccess,  produce  important  consequences  in 
sons,  are  saved  the  offence  of  witnessing  its  poj^t  ©f  economy.  For  a  very  great  in- 
application  to  their  less  tranquil  companions,  crease  of  pauper  patients  has  been  accom- 

The  employment  of  the  patients  has  been  modated  with  but  little  expense  in  building, 

very  much  increased.     A  resident  tailor  and  |,y  ^hc  discovery  that  it  is  no  longer  necessary, 

a  shoemaker  have  been  added  to  the  Esta-  ^  ^^^^^  formerly  supposed,  to  have  a  separate 

blishment,  and  those  of  the  patients  who  are,  sleeping  cell   for  each  patient,   but  that  a 

either  from  previous  acquaintance  with  these  proportion   (at  present,    nearly  one-half^) 

trades,  or  from  a  desire  to  learn  them,  in-  j^^j  safely  be  placed  in  dormitories  contain- 

clined  to  undertake  work  in  them,  are  en-  jq^  fg^p  ^  sixteen  beds,  and  in  which  they 

couragcd  to  do  so ;  but  our  medical  officers  p^gg  the  night  without  even  the  presence  of 

encourage  more    generally    those   employ-  ^^  attendant.     This  is  not  a  saving  which 

ments  which  lead  the  patients  from  a  seden-  gffects   the  weekly   amount  of  charge   for 

tary  stete,  and  which  will  engage  them  in  the  maintenance,  but  it  much  lessens  the  other 
open  air ;  and  for  this  purpose  the  greater  jjg^j  ^f  charges,  which  must  else  have  been 
attention  is  still  given  to  the  work  of  the    thrown  on  the  county.— /l<»por^  Ghueester 

garden.  Lunatic  Asylum, 

To  the  accustomed  round  of  bells,  evening . __ 

S^^tXfr  M'S^^.^Jerof  PAYMENT  TO  MEDICAL  OFFICERS 

singing  for  his    patients,   and  of   all  the  OF  UNIONS. 

amusements  calculated  for  a  Lunatic  Asylum ,  

it  is  perhaps  one  of  the  best  that  could  be 

devised.     It  may  not  be  the  most  perfect  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

mode  of  teaching  the  art—it  may  not  be  so  g 

^••pnfifil  to  the  individuals  whose  station  in  ^     >                               .     ,    .       .    ^i 

t^ty  .^  wLTi,  u..y  Uve  enabled  In  March  1842.  I  .ddre»ed  .  letter  to  the 

J^  to  cultiTa»m«ric  on  a  more  extended  surgeons  of  the  London  Unions,  who  h«l 

l«U-bu°  ito   the  less  favoured.   «id  the  caUed  on  me  as  the  d>en  President,  and  on 

S^Mt  nimenm^  cl...  of  patient,  in  the  Asy-  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Royal  CoUege  of 

Z^  i'TthZeatest  trin^d  no  evening  Surgeons,  stating  my  views  respecting  the 

taAe  ^  Utooked  forward  to  with  «)  medicJ  order   of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 

^J^«,^  .Tthe  "  sinrnne"  one.    It  a  sioners  of  the  12th  of  that  month,  regulating 

:2^^bK^»  «.  1«JS  oS;  but  «  the   payments   to  be  made  to  the   medical 

In  ««~«o»-for  the  patient  ha.  something  officer,  of  anions  for  ex*raorA»«ry  »em«»  5 

10  oo     wnnuiiHB  w  r  ~r— __.    _. .  , v„n  .lut  thnnirht  it  ri«rht  to  make  known  a 


pleanntly  away  a.  he  eon.  oyer  hi.  part 


SS'SgcSc^     B^iti.p^'S^oiu    hoprf  I  had  mile  wiUi  the  Secretary  of 
^  SStill  kKfce&MP  of  tho*  patients,    Strto  and  Ae  Poor  Uw  Commiiioner.,  with 
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respect  to  certain  fixed  payments  for  the 
ordinary  services  of  the  medical  officers  of 
Unions,  and  which  I  was  led  to  apprehend, 
would  have  formed  a  part  of  the  amended 
Bill  about  to  be  laid  before  Parliament. 

The  difficulties  and  alarm,  under  which 
the  country,  and  particularly  the  agricultural 
part  of  it,  have  been  for  some  time  labouring, 
will  I  fear  prevent  the  accomplishment  of 
this  object,  which  is  so  much  desired  by 
the  members  of  the  medical  profession,  un- 
less the  sense  of  the  House  of  Commons 
should  be  strongly  expressed  upon  it. 
In  order  to  obtain  this,  it  is  necessary  that 
a  dear  and  accurate  statement  of  the  suifer- 
ings  of  the  sick  poor  should  be  laid  before 
it,  and  of  the  grievances  which  medical  men 
sustain  under  the  authority  (but,  I  am  firmly 
convinced,  against  the  wishes)  of  the  Poor- 
Law  Commissioners,  which  prevent  their 
being  able  to  give  these  unhappy  persons 
that  assistance  which  their  state  demands 
and  deserves  at  the  hands  of  their  more  for- 
tunate neighbours. 

Colonel  Wood  (Middlesex)  has  moved  for 
such  returns  (and  will  move  fot  more  if 
necessary)  as  will  enable  him  to  bring  this 
matter  under  the  consideration  of  the  House 
of  Commons  as  soon  as  the  amended  bill 
shall  be  presented.  To  enable  him  to  do 
this  effectually,  a  statement  must  be  fur- 
nished to  him  of  all  the  sufferings  and 
grievances  above  alluded  to;  and  if  the 
members  of  the  medical  profession  who  have 
suffered,  and  are  suffering,  or  are  aggrieved, 
shall  be  pleased  to  address  their  statements 
to  me,  I  will  prepare  such  digest  of  them  as 
wrill  enable  him  and  the  House  of  Commons 
to  understand  this  subject. 

I  shall  be  careful  in  alluding  to  the 
different  facts  confided  to  me,  not  to  mention 
either  names  or  places,  and  those  who  may 
think  fit  to  send  them  may  rely  on  my 
discretion. 

I  shall  be  obh'ged  by  your  giving  insertion 
to  this  letter,  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Guthrie. 

4,  Berkeley  Street,  Berkeley  Square, 

April  n,  1833. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WH0IIA.VB  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

ThurJtday,  ApHl  6,  1843. 

5.  T.  .Smyth,  CJorlcsjton,  SuflTolk.  — J.  P.  P. 
rhainlM'ni,  Wolvorhamnton,  Sraffordshire.— G. 
Il«>wriiiff,  f*to*.kiw)rt.— H.  Gavin.  I»ndon.— J. 
Kilani,  AKlibonrii,  Derby.— R.  F.  I'hiliips.-  Haver- 
for«lw«'!it.  —  A.    Fuller,   Tauiiton.  —  William    H. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  PHYSICIANS. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HAVB  FAftSBD 
THEIR  EXAMINATIONT. 

Friday,  March  31,  1843. 

Samuel  MuKOD,  1,  York  Place,  City  Road.^ 
James  Atkinson.— Richard  Dawson,  Stockton-on- 
Tees.— W.  Odium,  Antifua.— J.  Lockyer  Scale. 
Jittth. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  ADMITTICD  IfBMBBRS. 

Friday,  April  7,  1843. 

J.  B.  Ash  ford.— V.  Webb.— O.  Moaeley.— C.  L. 
AWrork.— A.  Heeley.— S.  Bamett.— J.  Simona.— 
C.  Barrett.— M.  S.  Todd.— M.    J.    Taylor.— F. 

Wildbore.- J.  Baber.  ' 


A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 


Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  fh>m  all 
causes  reg:i8tered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  April  1,  1843. 

Small  Pox s 

Measles yi 

Scarlatina  jf 

Iloopliit^  (X)U^h   \\  J7 

('roup  '. ].  c 

Thrush    5 

Diarrhrca    \\\  9 

Dysentery  3 

Cholera    ,|,  g 

Influenza \  j 

Typhus    ,..!,  47 

Krysipelas [,  9 

i^yphilis  ],  9 

II  vilrophobia ],  q 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Sensea . .'  141 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Oi^na  of 

Respiration    tU 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vcHels  ....  » 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Onnins  of  Digestion    71 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c a 

Childbed \\\\  19 

Ovarian  Dropsy  \\\  % 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c ''  \ 

Rheumatism ,  9 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c ''  1 

Ulcer WW  Q 

Fistula    \  Q 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c W  \ 

Discasesof  Uncertain  Seat ||f 

Old  A^e  or  Natural  Decay gg 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance    ,\,  ^ 

Causes  not  specified  ^*      4 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 910 


E  R  R  A  T A . — 1  a  our  I  ast  numl)er,  the  figorea  Uli^ 
trativc  of  Mr.  To)  nbee'K  pai)er  were  not  properlw 
arrangetl.  Fig.  3.  p.  69,  slioiLld  follow  the  woiSi 
"  cartilage,*'  ending  the  flrst  paragraph.  Fta.  4^ 
in  the  Mime  page,  should  fuliovr  the  fiiat  nam* 
graph,  ending  with  the  word  "any."  nin'im 
p.  70,  should  follow  the  word  "  radicles ,**  endliw 
the  third  paragraph  of  the  preceding  column. 


Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinntr  Street, 
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FRIDAY,  APRIL  21,  1843. 


LECTURES  backward  to  the  posterior  fontanelle,  if  the 


ON  THB 


head  has  not  remahied  long  in  the  pelvis  and 

sufFered  much  firom  pressure.    When  this  is 

THEORY   AND    PRACTICE    OP  found  to  be  the  position  of  the  foetal  head, 

MIDWIFERY,  it  does  not  follow,  as  Dr.  Denman  obserres, 

.....        ...>»«^      ^«L.^         t  that  any  thing  onght  to  be  done ;  but  we  are 

DelweredmtheTheiUreqfSt.  George's  ^  ymtalo^lme,  because  as  experience 

Hospital,  Y^  Y^yeA  that  the  head  in  this  position 

By  Robert  Le.,  M.D.  F.R.S.  "^ifi  ^^  if""^^!^!."'  "^^^^^^ 
expelled  by  the  natural  efforts,  so  long  as 

~~"  these  are  continued  no  artificial  help  should 

LscTURE  XXrV.  be  giyen  or  attempted.    But  when  Uie  pains 

Protracted  md  diffteuU  labouri,from  the  «~'  <>^  ^^  '^f  ^^^y  convinced  tkst 

forekead  qf  the  Mid  being  inclined  to  ^^  are  unequal  to  the  exigencies  of  the 

the  evmahveie  vubie  •  preemtatUm  of  the  ^*'*»  "^^^  assistance  must  be  given  as  the 

A,^/!!!!T.J!^f!*^»jpilJLii«»niikikm]immd  ti^^oR^on  of  the  patient  may  require  and 

faceaHdeypenorej^tremitgwtththehead.  ^^     With  thU  position  of  thThead,  bo- 

Tbs  head  may  present,  but  tiie  vertex  may  sides  the  greater  length  of  time  which  may 

be  in  the  hoUow  of  the  eaerum,  and  the  be  required  for  moulding  and  expelling  it, 

forehead  turned  or  inclined  towards  the  tben  will  also  be  a  greater  distension  of  the 

pubee.    If  ^  heaA  and  pehris  are  of  the  external  parts ;  beoanse  the  hind-head  can- 

usual  dimensioDs^  and  the  uterine  contrae-  not  be  cleared  of  die  perineum  before  the 

tions  strong,  the  Ibreiiead  and  Ikce  are  in  chin  has  descended  as  low  as  the  inferior 

most  cases  gradually  foreed  downward  under  edge  of  the  symphysis  of  the  ossa  pubis ;  by 

the  symphysis  pubis,  throvgh  the  os  ex-  wUch  an  inoon^nuenoe  is  produced  equid  to 

tenram,  and  the  delivery  is  safely  acoom-  what  an  increased  deptii  of  the  cavity  of  the 

plished  withoat  any  artifidal  assistance,  or  pelvis  would  occasion,  or  a  dsfidency  in  die 

the  nature  of  the  presentation  even  being  ardi  of  the  pubes.     **  This  kind  of  labour," 

ascertained,  till  the  occiput  is  fonnd  directed  says  Dr.  Merriman,  *'  is  not  in  general  very 

to  the  coccyx,  and  tiie  fece  to  the  Pubes,  unmanageable.    The  head  may  be  longer 

after  the  expulsion  of  the  head.      But  if  than  ordinary  in  passing  through  the  pelris ; 

the  head  be  large,  the  pelvis  narrow,  and  but  if  this  be  well  formed,  and  the  pains  are 

the  labour  is  in  consequence   protracted,  strong,  it  will  be  at  length  excluded,  and  in 

the  kind  of  presentation  is  discovered  on  the  majority  of  cases  the  child  will  be  bora 

making  a  more   eareAil   examination,    by  alive."    In  the  treatment  of  these  cases, 

feeling  the  antq^ior  fontaneUe  towards  the  then,  except  guarding  the  perineum  with 

symphysis  puUs ;  or  even  the  root  of  the  nose  more  than  common  carewhHe  the  head  is 

and  eyes  may  be  touched,  if  the  finger  is  passuig  through  the  ontiet  df  the  pelvis, 

passed  sufltdoBtly  high  up  behind  tiie  sym-  nothing  peculiar  is  required  to  be  done.    If 

physis.    In  these  cases  me  presenting  part  the  la]x>ur,  however,  is  much  protracted,  the 

is  unusually  flat  towards  the  ardi  of  the  head  of  the  child,  as  represented  in  the 

pubes,  the  paiietal  bones  do  not  overlap  one  twenty-first  table  of  Smeuie,  which  I  now 

anotiier  in  the  ordinary  manner,  the  swelling  show  you  (exhibiting  it),  becomes  compressed 

of  the  sealp  does  not  form  so  speedily,  and  into  a  kmgish  form,  with  a  tumor  on  the 

not  only  is  the  eavity  of  the  saerum  imper-  vertex,  and  the  natural  powers  may  be  in- 

feHBtiy  filled  up  witii  the  ooeinut,  but  the  suflknent  for  its  expulsbm.   Various  methods 

sagittal   soture  miy  be   distinoUy  traced  have  been  recommended  and  td»<^\»&w  V(^ 

803.— xxxii.  "V 
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face  being  incnpable  of  compreafion,  or  of 
bfin^  niou1d«l  into  (he  form  of  the  pelvii, 
llki-  llir  billies  of  ihe  cranium,  and  from  tbe 
hrad  orouiijing  n  grratcr  space  in  ttia  pelvia 
IliBn  iisturnl.  But  the  bead  oeTertlielm,  in 
a  enat  |ir<ii>orlion  of  cum  in  vbich  the  fic« 
pm-cnls.  |Ki»>i-9  lIiroDgh  the  pelvii  withoac 
artilioiul  BbtfiBtaiii-P,  and  no  unpleasant  «in- 
MiiUcnrc  ii-  pniducvd  noept  a  anollni  Male 
of  (he  cliild'n  face  fruni  the  loDg-contiDUcd 
pri'Hinrc,  but  which  won  diuppesn.  Portal 
was  till-  lint  who  ol>served  that  caws  of  face 
pnwiilntiuu,  (hough  comewhat  tediooa, 
usually  tiTiiiinulc  without  tbe  aaaiatance  of 
art,  and  rrcoinuieiidi'd  tbcm  to  be  treated 
like  CBM'i  of  natural  Ubonr.  Smellie,  ai  I 
have  alresciy  italrd,  had  reconr»e  to  the  ope- 
ration nS  turning,  and  bringing  down  the 
feet  in  face  caM-a;  but  I  am  ntiafied  that 
the    practice   i<  high);  objectionable  under 

singlo  in^'tnnetf  in  which  it  would  have  been 
propfr.  Rr.  Merriman,  however,  seem  a 
rather  (o  be  of  opinion  that  there  are  cases, 
although  lie  dors  nol  ■lB(e  (hat  he  haa 
acluallv  met  with  them,  in  which  it  mi^t  be 
right  to  (urn  and  bring  down  the  feet.  "  1 
am  ijuite  convinced,"  he  aajs,  "  that,  as  i 
general  rule,  it  is  «rong  to  turn  in  face  caiea  ; 

atancen  such  An  operatiuD  maj  perhaps  be 
admissible.      If,  for  instance,  thchesdofthe 


child  were  fisuad  lying  above  tha  brim  of  tke  ' 
pelvis,  the  membrauea  imraptnred,  tho  oa 
uteri  well  dilated,  and  the  vagina  uid  tke 
perineum  in  a  state  of  rebiation,  tha  probft- 
bilil  J  of  uving  tbe  life  of  the  duld  would  be 
considerable,  and  might  juatifj  the  operator 


Mj  iirm  belief  ia,  that  the  child,  eren  wAv 
auch  favour^le  circnmitancea,  would  ban 
a  far  better  chance  to  be  bora  alive  if  tlw 
labour  were  left  wholly  to  nature,  and,  if  the 
Datura]  powen  were  inadeqiute,  to  extract 
it  with  the  forcepi.  Profeawir  Baog  nlatsa 
tnn  cases  of  face  preaeotatioD ;  in  three,  tlw 
child  was  torned,  and  in  trrrrj  ease  irai 
still-born.  In  fbor,  after  ineffectual  at. 
tempta  to  tuni,  the  children  were  at  longtk 
expelled  b;  tbe  paioa,  and  were  all  rtill- 
born.  lu  one,  the  hnept  irai  nnd  abont 
21  hours  after  tbe  labour  began.  Hie 
child  was  dead.     Two  were  left  entirdr  to 

In  most  of  Ihete  caaet,  obaenea  Dr.  Ueiri- 
man,  turning  aeema  to  have  been  nulertakan 
sooner  than  would  allow  tbe  parti  ta  be 
properly  dilated.  "  In  thirtj-three  aaa," 
Bays  Dr.  Collins,  "tbe  face  of  the  cjiild 
prcKOted  i  4o(  the33  wereattU-bom  :  with 
the  liiit,  the  labour  lasted  8  boura,  ud 
with  the  fourth  7  hours ;  all  were  deliveicd 
without  usiatance.  In  12  case*  tha  bead 
preieuted  with  the  bee  to  the  pabe*  t   6  tf 


PROTRACTED  AND  DIFFICULT  LABOURS. 


tba  12  childrm  wen  itill-boni  ;  wilh  the 
fint,  the  mother  bad  been  ■  considcrtble 
time  in  laboar  before  ulniLKsiaD  ;  with  the 
■ecoDd,  tbere  were  tbree  convolution b  of  the 
fnnii  on  the  neck;  the  labour  lasted  16 
honn,  aod  the  forehead  suffered  macb  from 
oampreagion ;  with  the  third,  the  mother 
wu  deformed,  and  the  prlvii  very  defective ; 
with  the  fourth,  the  mother  had  been  long  in 
labour  before  BdmitiioD  ;  thia  wax  her  necond 
pregnancy,  and  both  deliTrriei  were  effected 
with  the  crotchet :  the  Rflh  waa  a  woman 
with  a  dBformed  pelvis  :  with  the  aiicth,  tlie 
faoi*  and  hand  descended  with  the  head. 
The  third,  fourth,  and  fifth,  were  delirered 
idth  the  crotchet.  Sj  reference  to  tbeie 
eoaa  Dr.  Collins  atatea  that  it  will  be 
cleerlj  Men  that  the  poiition  of  the  chiM  did 
mCi  in  any  initance,  render  artificial  delivery 


Smellie'i  twenty -third  table  Bhows,  in 
a  literal  view,  the  face  of  the  child  pre- 
•entinf ,  and  forced  down  into  tlic  lower  part 
of  the  pelviai  the  chin  being  beloiv  the 
paba,  aod  the  vertei  in  the  cunrnvity  of  the 

diidiarged  i  the  uterus  appears  cloarly  joiued 
to  Ite  body  of  the  child,  round  the  neck  of 
iriudi  ia  Obe  circumvolution  of  the  funis, 

"'When  the  pelvis  is  large,"  he  obserrei, 
"  tbe  head,  it  amall,  will  come  along  in  this 

C'  ion,  ud  tbe  child  be  saved  ;  for  as  the 
advances  lower,  the  face  and  forehead 
will  (tretcfa  the  parts  between  the  frcnum 
Uhionun  and  coccyx    in    form  of    a    large 

Uted,  the  face  will  be  forced  through  it ;  the 
nnder  part  of  the  chin  will  rise  upwards  over 
the  Ulterior  part  of  the  pnUes,  and  tlie 
ftrehead,  vertei,  and  occiput,  turn  from  the 
parti  below.  If  the  head,  however,  is  large,  it 
will  ba  detained  eitlier  when  higher,  ur  in  tbis 
ponlion.  In  this  case,  if  the  position  cannot 
be  altered  to  the  natural,  the  chiliJ  ought 
to  be  tamed,  and  delivered  footling."  "  If 
tlie  pelvia,  however,  ii  narrow,  and  th>^ 
watere  are  not  al!  gone,  the  verlci  should,  if 
poarible,  be  brought  to  prcHrut :  liut  if  the 
ntcrua  ii  to  closely  cuntrut-ted  (hat  tliia 
caonot  be  effected,  on  Siccount  of  the  strong 
ptenurt  of  the  same,  and  «li|i|)erinvS8  of  the 
child'a  head,  in  tliis  cose  the  method  di- 
rected in  tlie  following  table  ia  to  be  taken." 
(See  top  of  next  column.) 

nil  HguK  reprciientii,  in  the  lateml  view, 
tbe  bead  of  the  fm-lus  in  the  same  jKisition 
■I  In  the  former  figure  ;  but  the  delivery  it 
pippoKd  to  be  retarded  from  the  krgenem 
of  the  head,  or  a  narrow  pelvis. 

"In  this  cue,"  sayi  Smellie,  "if  the 
bod  cannot  be  raised,  and  pnilicd  up  into 
tbe  atetua,  it  ought  to  be  delivered  with  the 
fcrccps  in  order  to  save  tbe  child.  Thia 
pontion  of  the  chin  to  the  pubes  is  one  of 
the  Bifat  cam,  where  the  Ace  jirefenti,  ud 


ia  m<ist  easily  delivcre<l  wilh  the  forceps,  tbe 
manner  of  introdudng  which  over  the  can 
is  shewn  in  this  L-iblc.  The  patient  must  lie 
on  the  hack,  with  her  breech  a  little  over 
tlie  bed,  her  legs  and  thighs  being  BUpportcd 
by  an  assistant  i>ttting  on  each  side.  After 
tbe  parts  have  iittn  slowly  dihtlcd  with  the 
hand  of  thi'  ojieralor,  and  the  forceps  intro- 
duced and  projierly  lixed  along  the  ears  of 
the  eliild,  the  bead  is  to  be  brought  down  by 
degrees,  that  Ibi-  parts  below  the  os  eitemuni 
may  he  gmduatly  stretclicd;  tbe  cbin  then 
is  to  be  raised  over  the  pubes,  whilst  the 
forehead,  fontanrlle,  and  occiput,  ore  brought 
out  slowly  from  the  perineum  and  funda- 
ment, to  prevent  the  name  from  being  hurt 
or  laccruted.  But  if  the  fii'tue  cannot  be 
Gitrueled  with  (he  forceps,  the  delivery  must 
be  left  to  tlie  labour  pains  ai  long  la  the 
patient  is  ui  no  danger ;  but  if  the  danger  is 
ap]>arvnt  the  briid  must  be  delivered  with 
the  criitehet.  \Mien  the  face  presents,  and 
tlir  chin  is  (o  the  side  of  the  pi'lvis,  the 
patient  must  lie  on  her  side  \  and  after  tlie 
Airci'iiB  are  forci'd  along  the  cars,  the  chin  ia 
tg  ba  brought  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
OB  iwliium,  and  then  turned  out  below  (he 
pubes,  and  ilelivercd  in  a  blow  maimer  a* 
abore.  In  thene  awkward  presentations 
the  Jclivvry  ahuuld  be  always  truHled  to  the 
natural  pains  aa  long  as  (lie  pntii^nt  is  in  no 
danger."     (See  next  ]>aKe.) 

This  Hgure  shows,  in  a  lateral  view  of  the 
ri^t  side,  the  face  uf  the  fCEtus  preseuting 
aa  in  the  hut  two  Sgnrei.  but  in  the  contrary 
poiition,  that  ii,  witii  th»  oUn  ta  tbe  oa 
ncnm  and  tba  hfr-  ■vbta.  Ilw 
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diflTerent  practitioners  under  these  circam-  embraced  by  the  contracted  iitenu,  md  do 
stances.  Smellie  was  accustomed,  in  these  not  follow  the  extensive  tarn  which  wectoK 
and  in  all  cases  of  face  presentation,  even  the  head  to  make,  we  must  inlaUibly  twist  iti 
when  the  liquor  amnii  was  evacuated,  the  neck  to  a  great  extent,  and  we  might  dif- 
first  stage  of  labour  completed,  and  the  head  locate  the  vertebra  to  the  destruction  of  i!i 
of  the  child  was  low  in  the  pelvis,  to  attempt    life.'' 

to  force  back  the  presenting  part  and  bring  A  safer  mode  was  lometimes  employed 
down  the  feet.  If  you  read  the  histories  of  by  Smellie  to  turn  the  forehead  round  to 
some  of  the  cases  recorded  in  his  third  the  sacrum.  In  describing  a  case  of  this  sort, 
volume,  you  will  find  that,  about  the  year  he  states  that  he  "  gently  opened  the  as  ex- 
1746,  this  was  his  general  practice,  but  that  temum  during  every  i>ahi,  raiaing  the  head 
it  was  almost  always  unsucoessfiil.     Hie    a  little  when  the  pain  began  to  abate,  and 

operation  of  turning  is  never  now  employed  moving  the  forehead  to  the  left  aide  of  the 

in  this  country  by  experienced  practitioners,  sacrum,  by  which  means  he  effected  the 
where  the  membranes  have  b<^  ruptured,     delivery."     Dr.  Merriman  aaya  this  appean 

and  the  head  has  passed  through  the  os  uteri  to  have  been  his  common  practice  in  sarii 

into  the  cavity  of  the   pelvis.    Turning,  presentations,  and  that  a  somewhat  mmiWi' 

where  the  head  has  advanced  so  far  in  the  manoeuvre  was  recommended  by  K»tffli. 
pelvis,  is  truly  a  most  dangerous  operation     *'  It  is  not  a  little  extraordinary/'  he  farther 

both  for  the  mother  and  child,  and  should  observes,  *'  that  the  late  Dr.  John  Clarke 

never  be  attempted.  If  the  child  cannot  be  was  unacquainted  with  thia  direction  of 
delivered  with  the  labour  pains,  or  turned     Smellie.     In  his  paper  on  the  managennt 

and    brought    footling,   the    forceps,    says  of  cases  in  whidi  the  face  of  the  child  pre- 

Smellie,  are  to  be  applied  on  the  head  as  sents  towards  the  os    pubis.   Dr.    Clarke 

described  in  this  figure,  and  brought  along  evidently  thought  that  he  propoaed  a  novel 

as  it  presents ;  but  if  that  cannot  be  done  practice,  when  he  recommended  to  poah  the 

without  running  the   risk   of   tearing  the  forehead  round  towards  the  sacmm.  He  says, 

perineum,  and  even  the  vagina  and  rectum  "  all  the  best  writers  upon  the  practice  of 

of  the  woman,  the  forehead  must  be  turned  midwifery  have  taken  notice  of  thia  rwntp  of 

backwards  to  the  sacrum.     To  do  this  more  difficulty  in  labours ;  but  they   hare   been 

effectually  the  operator  must  grasp  firmly  contented  with  describing  it,  without  sug- 

with  both  hands  the  handles  of  the  forceps,  gesting  any  means  more  especially  anited  to 

and  at  the  same  time  pushing  upwards,  this  case."    Dr.  Clarke  mrecta  either  one 

raise  the  head  as  high  as  possible  in  order  to  or  two  fingers  to  be  passed  up,  between  the 

turn  the  forehead  to  one  side,  by  which  it  is  left  side  of  the  head,  near  the  coixmal  antiire 

brought  into  the  natural  position.      This  or  the  temple  and  the  syraphyaia  pnbiaa  and 

done,  the  head  may  be  brought  and  delivered  steady  pressure  to  be  made  during  a  ¥*«»■« 

as  in  natural  labour.     In  several  cases  of  against  the  frontal  or  parietal  bone.     ' 

this  kind  he  was  obliged  to  employ  the  times  this  method  is  attoided  with 

crotchet  after  trying  the  forceps.     WiUi  the  but  it  most  frequently  foils,  and  the  

short  straight  forceps,  the  head  may  be  returns  to  its  original  position  befiwe  the 
turned  slightly  round  with  safety  and  ad-  pressure  was  begun  to  be  made.  I  i»— »«mi» 
vantage,  as  you  depress  the  handles  and  agree  with  Dr.  Bums  in  AmVl^y  »k«»  n 
bring  the  forehead  and  face  out  under  the  would  be  justifiable,  where  the  preaentatioB 
symphysis  pubis ;  but  I  believe  it  to  be  im-  was  discovered  early,  to  rupture  the  mem- 
possible  to  perform  the  operation  here  branes  and  turn  the  vertex  round.  Vma 
described  by  Smellie,  with  the  long  curved  all  that  I  have  seen  of  them  caaea,  I  am  dia* 
forceps  represented  in  the  figure,  without  posed  to  believe  that  it  is  best  to  leave  tfy^ 
destroying  the  child  or  lacerating  the  vagina,  to  the  natural  efforts,  and  to  avoid  all  intw- 
**  In  this  case,"  Dr.  F.  Ramsbotham  cor-  ference, — all  attempts  to  change  the  p*i^*itin, 
rectly  observes,  "  we  have  the  choice  of  two  while  the  pains  continue  ragular,  and  tta 
methods  by  which  to  extract  the  head :  we  head  advances,  however  slowly.  Dr.  Meni* 
may  either  bring  the  face  under  the  pubes,  man  has  very  recently  informed  me  that  Iw 
making  a  quarter  turn  of  the  half  pelvis,  or  we  entirely  coincides  in  this  opinioo.  If  as* 
may  make  a  three-quarter  turn,  and  throw  it  haustion  i^uld  take  place  it  will  tbmk  Im* 
intothe  hollow  of  the  sacrum.  Of  these  modes  come  necessary  to  deliver  artifldal^i  la 
I  should  certainly  prefer  that  in  which  there  the  manner  which  will  afterwaidi  bo  da- 
b  the  least  turn  to  be  made,  namely,  with  scribed. 

the  face  under  the  pubes,  provided  it  could  be        This  figure  from  Smellie's  Engiaitl^ga  ra- 

effected ;  because  we  are  less  likely  to  do  presents  the  vertex  in  the  concavity  of  Um 

ii^ury  to  the  mother  and  also  the  child.    If  sacmm,  and  the  forehead  tumedto  tta  pobaa. 

wo    make  a  three-quarter    turn  we    may  Allien  the  head  is  small,  he  says,  and  tiie 

ii^ure  the  mother's  parts  by  broising  and  pelvis  large,  the  parietal  bones  and  the  fiiro- 

perhaps  by  huseration ;  and  we  might  even  head,  will  in  this  case,  as  they  am  ft»raod 

destroy  the  child  ;  for  if  its  body  be  strongly  downwards  by  the  labour  paini,  gnMlnallj 
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dilate  the  OB  extemam, and  itreUli  thepvt*  Smellie;  the  ihort  itnight  forcep*  baag 
between  that  and  ttie  coccyx  ia  fonn  of  ■  Tepreietited  imtewl  of  the  long  corrcd 
lar^  tumor,  till  Che  part  come  down  beloir  forceps  jon  hare  nen  in  the  original  engnT- 
the  pubei,  when  the  iiead  will  be  nfelf  lug.  By  looldng  at  thli  figore  jm  mil  bo 
detiiered.  But  if  the  same  be  large  and  the  able  to  fonn  a  good  idea  of  the  extent  to 
peWia  narrow,  the  difficolt;  will  be  |Teater,  vbich  the  neck  of  the  diUd  wonld  be  twiitad 
and  the  child  in  danger,  ai  in  the  raUowicg  bj  tnmiag  the  bee  entirelj  round  into  ths 
flgnre,  also  eopted  and  sUghtly  altered  from     hollow  of  the  ncmm, 

Protrttitd  and  Mffleult  latoun  from  jirt- 
•n/aitoa  qftktfaea. 
He  fkoa  ia  readily  diitingidihed  frona 
eterjr  other  part  of  the  fixtna  by  tbe  in. 
eqnalitf  of  ita  nrface,  and  by  the  ejM, 
noatrila,  moatli,  and  chin.  The  month,  as  re- 
preaenled  in  Hie  fallowing  flgam  from 
SmcUltri  FlatM,  may  eiUier  be  nnder  th» 
^mpbydtpqbla,  withtheTCrtex  ocanpylngtiw 
hoUow  of  Ibe  aacram,  or  It  may  be  aitiiated 
eloae  to  the  lower  and  of  the  aacmm  and 
ODcorx,wiUi  Ibenrtexbddndtbeayniphyila 
pobla.  The  firat  of  tbeae  poiitioDB  ia  oon- 
BdePDd  Am  moat  fttqaeut  and  fkronrable ; 


wbatlwr  It  be  iltnated  in  thfa  or  in  tha 
aeoond  pOBitlaa,  ia  eipellod  by  'Hm  natnral 
efforta,  though  a  longer  period  than  nana! 
be  wniirei  Ibr  the  oompletion  oT  thalabonr. 
Tho  aUbnlty  ariaea  from  tbe  bonea  of  ths 
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.-.-^;>-fi-  't.  ••:   t'f  itiji!  wrr*  f.njaO  IrinEiiboTf  ibe  brim  of  tbr 

,'."!.-.:    ui.  ^r  >ii.  tbr  i.:rri  vtU  c.ls:eu.  wid  ibe  va^iiu  and  tk 

./'  h)iuif  :i'  :■.  t  ^-t'.nt  {qnurunj  u.  k  ifUf.tvt  rtUiatian.  xht  proiu- 

II  :«-u..  :>i  1 ! rtiii'irt-f ,  in  Vi;;:*  of  u.i .i^r  The  lift  (if  iLe  child  woulJ  tc 

".■.'■■r  ;:.  i;-..i.  in  ri.it  i-  •^•iJml'Ic.  a:,'J  Biictl  joiiift-  ibe  bprnloc 

'...  t>.   .:•■,'. I ..M^.;  ^"j^-  Ml  iln:.  Vu-f  it.  t^  tbt  child,  ereii  ondn 

..    ;jii    '  :  i-.   '..;-j.'Jr^  t  j-r  >.::rt  cbtnn'  lo  be  bun  aUtc  i/  iJk 

•.i:  i^.'--'!  ;■■   Tr.  IVrts;  u'vplt  «m  ii^  ■b.iIlTiu  urnre.  utd.  if  the 

!Ti,'^  •!!-;  i\iMi  >•;  fa.f  iittani  -,:-wm  irere  itiule^Bst«,  to  citrwi 

■    >  •lilt « :>;■:      iriiour.  i:  w.\:.  vtn  livcrjit.     fti.Sr*r-:tr   Bang  rrlatei 

:!ii>i.;  tin   ii^r.T'iLiiiV  vt  '.n.  c^m  :-i  iucx  j»iix!:.i*tM>a  i  in  i^ve.  tiw 

Uiin.i.:.      Sn.ilm.tol  »r^.:..B-^.       In    i.^nr.    ift«   iiicflecnial    u. 

:..<    iifjif;!!);   ...■»:j  ".(«  jiiT^iri.   :>j  iin    jiaM..  ud  were   all   aiU- 


T»;  rryv  >fV   cniinjj  to 
f  n»f».  :>:iMTTef  Dr.  Meni. 

••--     ,'-'    "     '-M     PUT»    CO    b( 
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the  12  cUMren  wera  atiU-borD  ;  with  the 
first,  the  mother  hud  been  a  coDaidernble 
time  ID  Ubour  before  admuHDD ;  with  the 
■econd,  there  were  three  conTolationi  of  the 
fuDia  on  the  neck;  Out  labour  luted  16 
houn,  and  the  forehead  nffered  mnch  from 
oompreBsion ;  with  the  third,  the  mother 
wai  deformed,  and  the  pelTii  very  derectire ; 
with  the  fonrth,  the  mother  bad  been  long  id 
labour  before  admiuioQ  ;  this 


pregnan<7, 


ind  both  dcliveriei  were  effected 


with  the  crotchet ;  the  fifth 
with  H  deformed  peltis  :  with  the  lixth,  the 
funis  and  tumd  descended  with  the  head. 
Hie  third,  fonrtb,  and  filth,  were  deliTered 
loth  the  crotchet.  B]r  ralerrace  to  theae 
cues  Dr.  Collina  alatea  that  it  will  be 
dearl;  Men  that  the  poaition  of  thecUM  did 
not,  in  an;  initance,  render  artifidal  delivery 


twenty-third   table  duiwi,  in 

a  lateral  view,  the  fact  of  the  ehild  pre- 
■eating,  and  forced  down  into  the  lower  part 
of  the  pelvis ;  the  chm  being  below  the 
pabei,  and  the  Terlei  in  the  concavily  of  the 
OS  sacrum ;  the  waters  likewise  being  all 
diacbarged  :  the  ntems  appears  dusely  Joined 
lo  ^e  body  of  the  child,  round  the  neck  of 
which  Is  one  circnmvoludon  of  the  foiiis. 

"  When  the  pelsis  is  large,"  he  obaerrea. 
**  the  head,  if  imall,  will  come  along  in  this 
position,  and  the  child  be  saved  ;  for  as.the 
head  advance*  lower,  the  face  and  forehead 
will  stretch  the  parts  between  the  freennm 
labiomm  and  coccyx  in  form  of  a  large 
tnmor.  As  the  os  eitemnm  hkewiie  is  ja- 
lated,  the  face  will  be  forced  tbrongh  it ;  the 
under  part  of  the  chin  will  rise  upwards  oier 
the  anterior  part  of  the  pobn,  and  the 
forehead,  vertex,  and  occiput,  turn  from  the 
parts  below.  If  the  head,  however,  is  large,  it 
will  be  detuned  either  when  higher,  or  in  this 
position.  In  (his  case,  if  the  position  cannot 
be  sltered  to  the  natoral,  the  child  ought 
to  be  tamed,  and  delivered  footling."  "  If 
the  pelvis,  however,  is  narrow,  and  the 
waters  ore  not  all  gone,  the  vertex  should,  if 
possible,  be  brought  to  present :  fiut  if  the 
uterus  is  so  clcnely  contracted  that  this 
cannot  be  effected,  on  account  of  the  strong 
pressure  of  the  same,  and  slipperiDesa  of  tbe 
child's  bead,  in  this  case  the  method  di- 
rected in  the  foUowbg  table  ii  to  be  taken." 
(See  top  of  neat  column.) 

This  tigore  represents,  in  the  lateral  view, 
the  head  of  the  foetus  in  the  same  position 
M  in  the  former  fignre  ;  bnt  the  delivery  is 
tnppoied  to  be  retarded  from  tbe  largeness 
of  (be  head,  or  a  narrow  pelvis. 

"In  this  case,"  aaya  Smellie,  "if  the 
head  cannot  be  raised,  and  pushed  np  into 
the  uterus,  it  onght  to  be  deUvered  with  the 
forceps  in  order  to  save  the  child.  This 
position  of  the  chin  to  the  pubes  is  one  of 
the  safest  owta,  where  the  face  presents,  and 


is  DKMt  eanly  delivered  with  the  forcepi ,  the 
manner  of  introducing  which  over  the  eara 
is  sbewn  in  this  table.  The  patient  mast  lie 
on  the  back,  with  her  breech  a  little  over 
the  bed,  her  legs  and  thighs  being  supported 
by  an  assistant  sitting  on  each  ude.  After 
the  parts  have  been  slowly  dilated  with  the 
hand  of  tbe  operator,  and  the  forceps  intro- 
duced and  properly  fixed  along  the  can  of 
the  child,  the  head  is  to  be  brought  down  by 
degree*,  that  the  parts  below  the  oa  extemnm 
may  be  graduallj  stretched  ;  the  chin  then 
is  to  be  raiaed  over  the  putwa,  whilst  the 
forehead,  fontanelle,  and  occiput,  are  brought 
out  slowly  from  the  perineum  and  funda- 
ment, to  prevent  the  same  from  being  hurt 
or  lacerated.  But  if  the  fietus  cannot  be 
extracted  with  the  forceps,  the  delivery  must 
be  left  to  the  labour  pains  as  long  as  tbe 
patient  is  in  no  danger ;  but  if  the  danger  is 
apparent  the  head  must  be  delivered  with 
the  crotchet.  When  (be  face  presents,  and 
the  thin  is  (o  the  aide  of  the  pelvis,  the 
patient  must  lie  on  her  side  ;  and  after  the 
forccpa  are  forced  along  tbe  ears,  tbe  chin  la 
tu  be  brought  down  (o  the  lower  part  of  (be 
OS  ischium,  and  then  turned  out  below  the 
pubes,  and  delivered  in  a  alow  manner  aa 
atraie.  In  these  awkward  presentations 
the  delivery  should  be  always  truMed  to  tbe 
natural  pains  aa  long  as  the  pstiEUl  is  in  no 
danger.       (See  next  page.) 

'Hiis  figure  ahows,  in  a  lateral  view  of  the 
right  aide,  the  &ce  uf  tbe  ftetus  presenting 
ai  in  the  last  two  figures,  but  in  (he  contrary 
poaitioa,  that  is,  with  tbe  chin  to  tl^  os 
sacmm  and  the  bregma  to  (he  pubes,  tbe 
waters  evacuated,  and  (be  uterus  contracted. 
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M  prolracled  and  diffi. 
cnU.fivm  oneqfihw  extrrmilif  dacnding 
along  wilh  I/It  Mtad.  Thi  huid  oF  Ibe  child 
nuj  be  felt  clo«dj  applied,  in  some  cues,  to 
tbe  lide  of  the  head,  before  it  b»  entered  tli8 
brim  of  the  pelvis ;  aod  if  the  pelvia  ia  large, 
and  the  atcrine  action  atrong,  Ihcj  may  be 
«ipelled  timber  without  aitiatonce.  But, 
noder  the  moat  faTOorablu  circumstancca, 
tte  hand  addi  much  to  the  size  of  the  head  ; 
and  if  the  pelvis  be  unatl  ur  diatortcd,  thcry 
become  impacted  ia  the  brim  or  ontlct.  Tlic 
diCficuttj  U  (till  greater  if  the  inn  doceada 
along  with  the  bead  or  before  it,  and  the 
Datanl  eflbrta  may  \ie  insufficient,  in  thia 
caae,  for  the  completion  of  the  labour. 
Whether  it  be  the  hand  or  arm  which  pre. 
•anta  along  with  the  head,  it  ia  adriaable 
in  alt  eases  to  puih  it  np  beyond  the  head, 
and  to  bold  it  up  antil  the  head  has  come 
down  10  low  ai  to  oocupj  the  brim  of  the 
pelTii  completely,  and  it  is  imposiible  for 
the  band  or  ann  again  to  descend  by  the  aide 
of  the  head  or  before  it,  and  impede  its  pro- 
gress  through  the  pelvia.  Yoa  will  not 
anceeed  in  poabing  the  liand  or  arm  above 
the  head  of  the  child  unless  you  ictroduce 
the  whole  of  yuur  hand  mto  the  Tagina,  and 
partially  through  the  OS  uteri,  and  with  your 
lingera  pre«s  np  and  hold  up  the  hand  or  arm 
of  the  child  between  the  paina,  until  the 


head  has  aunk  down  ao  firia  to  be  char  of 
the  obstraction.  In  aome  eaaei,  bj  dofaif 
thu,  a  labour  which  has  been  pratncted  Car 
monf  hours  is  brought,  after  a  few  paint,  to 
a  auccesifiil  termination.  Without  iatio- 
ducing  your  whole  hand  into  the  ii^^r  T^tt 
will  moat  frequently  fail  la  obriating  tba 
difficulty,  and  yon  may  be  compelled  to  haia 
recourse  to  the  forcepa,  or  to  the  peiftnator, 
if  the  head  and  arm  should  become  jammed 
in  the  brim.  In  a  case  which  I  lately  saw, 
in  consultation  with  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ldecater 
S<|narc,  the  head,  left  arm,  and  funla  of  the 
chilli,  without  puliation,  presented;  tha 
membranes  were  ruptured,  and  the  ntcraa 
closely  contracted  around  the  child.  At  tba 
child  was  dead,  I  opened  the  head  and  drew 
it  readily  down  before  the  ann  and  dellTRcd. 
Had  the  cord  been  pulsating,  the  operation 
of  taming,  I  suppose,  would  hare  becai  tba 
proper  practice,  tlinugh,  under  the  an- 
fsTOurshlo  cireumatancea,  there  would  ha>e 
been  little  or  no  chance  of  preaer* Ing  tba 
child's  life,  and  the  utcnis  might  hare  been 
ipjurcd  in  Iho  delirery. 

A  foot  may  present  along  with  the  bead, 
and  obstruct  its  progreis  through  the  brink 
of  tlip  pelvia.  On  the  1st  of  June,  1842,  at 
mid-day,  I  saw  a  case  in  Buckinsham  Place, 
ntiroy  Square,  in  which  the  bend,  the  fbnli, 
and  a  toot  presented.     Labour   began  the 


DR.  PERCY'S  CkSE  OF  DIABETES  MELLITUS.  119 

preriooB    afternoon:     at  6   o'clock    the  continues  to  be  involved  in  considerable 

liquor  amnii  escaped,  and  the  midwife  felt  obscnrity.     To  our  countryman,  Dr. 

the  head,  a  foot,  and  a  great  loop  of  the  Prout,  not  less  distinguished  as  a  philo- 

funis  presenting.    She  thought  the  proper  Bophic  and  practical  chemist  than  as  a 

practice  was  to  put  back  tiie  foot,  uid  this  philosophic  and   practical    physician, 

she  attempted  to  do  for  SIX  hours,    Atmid-  ^g    are   indebted  for  much  valuable 

night  she  requested  a  wiipra  to  «» the  ase,  knowledge  concerning  diabetes.    And 

and  dehTcr  tlie  woman,  but  he  did  nothing  j          ^  ^^j          jf  ^f^y^  opportunity 

except  administer  two  doses  of  the  eigot  of  _^  -^•^•^.-ir,^  ,««  .«f;<.r««f;r^^v.«f  *i,l 

rye.  *^  In  this  condition  the  patient  rented  ffi^'^ETJK^f  ^  satisfaction  that  the 

till  12  o'clock  the  next  day,Vhen  I  saw  her.  l*^^"'?  ^/ 1*'^'  correct  and  discriminate 

As  there  was  no  puhuitio£  m  the  cord,  the  ??,  ™*^d^  m  respect  to  the  very  foun- 

only  subject  for  consideratioa  was,  how  the  ^^^  of   chemical  science  have    at 

patient  might  be  reUeved  with  the  least  risk,  ien^h   begun  to  receive   remarkable 

I  passed  up  my  hand  into  the  vagina,  grasped  confirmation  from  other  chemists ;  and, 

the  foot,  and  brought  down  the  nates,  while,  by  way  of  illustration,  I  may  mention 

at  the  same  time,  I  pushed  the  head  aside  the  beautiful  results  recently  obtained 

and  easily  delivered.    If  the  head  had  not  by  Messrs.  Dumas  and  Stas  in  the 

gone  up  by  the  pressure,  I  would  have  determination  of  the  atomic  weight  of 

opened  it,  and  delivered  with  the  crotchet,  carbon.    It  is  not  my  intention,  m  the 

without  paying  any  attention  whatever  to  the  following  pages,  to  present  an  elaborate 

foot.     In  a  protracted  hOxrar  which  came  detail  of  the  various  opinions  which 

under  the  care  of  Dr.  Jrfm  Ramsbotham  in  have  been   entertained  from    remote 

1820,  he  found  the  head  above  the  bnm  of  antiquity  to  the  present  day  respecting 

ttte  pelvis  with  the  foot  down  by  its  side.  ^^  ^^ture  and  cause  of  diabet^;   fo? 

Without  withdrawing  the  hand,  whi^had  laborious  details  of  this  kind  ma!y  be 

rfoo^!^drhal^o3^.st^r^S  ^oun^  in  numerous  monographs^ 

contraction  coming  on,  tiie  head  was  brought  treatises,  and  of  these  I  may  mention 

down  into  the  brim,  so  that  the  foot  was  left  especially  the  treatise  of  Dr.  Latham 

above.     Keeping  the  hand  in  that  situation  (London,  1811,  po.  244).     I  propose, 

tiU  another  pain  came  on,  he  found  the  head  "o.^'  as  my  humble  ability  will  per- 

descend  without  the  foot.    In  pushing  up  n"t,  carefully  to  review  the  well-ascer- 

the  foot  a  hand  also  was  felt  just  by  the  side  tained  facts  of  diabetes,  and  those  of 

of  the  head.    The  case  was  then  left  to  the  physiology  relating  to  the  subject,  with 

natural  action  of  the  uterus,  and  in  about  a  view  to  arrive  at  such  conclusions  as 

two  hours  a  living  child  was  expelled.  appear  to  be  warranted  by  the  present 

state  of  our  knowledge.    I  have  per- 

CASE  OF  formed  numerous  physiological  experi- 

DIABETES    MELLITUS,  "f,?^' k''*''''^    ^*''''   been    suggested 

«*«««**w«,  either  by  reflection  or  by  the  state- 

wiTH  MUMKRous  OBSERVATIONS,  mcuts  01   phvsiologists,  and   I   have 
AND  A  RRviRw  OF  THE  PATHOLooT  AND  obtaiucd  rcsults  diametrically  opposed 
TREATMENT  OF  THIS  DISEASE.  to  somc  of  thcsc  Statements.    I  am 
By  John  Perot,  M.D.  (Edin.)  deeply  sensible  of  the  responsibility 
Physician  to  the  Queen's  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  imposed  upon  the  man  who  appeals  to 
on  Organic  Chemistry  at  the  Royal  School  of  nature  in  the  way  of  experiment ;  for 
Bledicine  and  Surgery,  Birmingham.  any  erroneous  conclusion,  whether  the 
[Continued  from  page  w.]  effect  of  inadvertence  or  inaccuracy  in 
—  experimenting,  is  worse  than  ignorance. 
To  the  inquirer  of  chemical  patholoey,  inasmuch  as  it  is  positive  error.     I 
there  is  no  disease  more  deeply  m-  hope  that  I  have  attempted  in  this,  and 
teresting  than  diabetes  mellitus.    The  shall  ever  continue,  in  similar  investi- 
formation  of  grape^uear  in  the  system  gations,  to  dispossess  my  mind  of  every 
in  large  quantity,  and  its  elimination  thing  but  an  honest  desire  to  discover 
by  the  kidneys,  are  facts  well  calcu-  truth.    I  shall  relate  minutely  each 
lated  to  arrest  the  attention   of  the  experiment,  that  the  reader  may  be 
reflective  mind ;   and,  accordingly,  we  enabled  to  judge  how  far  my  results  are 
find  that  the  disease  in  question  has  worthy  of  his  confidence;    and  this 
frequently  been  made  the  subject  of  must  be  my  ground  of  apology  for  what 
minute  investigation,  as  well  as  fanciful  might  appear  to  be  tedious  and  super- 
speculation  ;    and  yet   its    pathology  flnous  detail.    There  is  one  point  on 
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which  I  am  especially  anxious  to  offer  in  transitu^  its  presence  in  the  healthy 

a  few  observations,  and  that  is,  the  organ  is  with  difficulty  detected     *    * 

extreme  difficulty,  not  to  say  impossi-  The  first  step  in  the  derangementi, 

bility,  of  acquinng  comprehensive  in-  therefore,  producing  the  disease  called 

formation  in  any  scientific  department  diabetes,  does  not  consist,  as  some  have 

in  a  provincial  town.    A  man,  before  supposed,  in  the  tUvelapment  of  Um 

he  sits  down  to  write  on  any  particular  tugar  in  the  gtommekf  which  is  m  umtmr^ 

subject,  should  be  acquainted  widi  all  process"   (Dr.  Front,  <^.  cit.  p.  16). 

that  has  been  previously  written  upon  From  these  statements,  then,  we  oon- 

this  subject;  but  if  this  condition  were  elude  that  Dr.  Prout  admits  the  fonna- 

absolutely  indispensable  and  impera-  tion  of  a  sugar  in  the  stoooach  as  a 

tive,  few  men  in  the  provinces  would  process  of  heuthydiffestion.  Tiedemann 

be  found  qualified  to  write.    There  are  and  Gmelin  found  tnat  "  boiled  starch 

numerous  papers  relating  to  diabetes  (in  the  stomach  of  a  dog)  was,  in  the 

in  various  periodical  works,  French  and  course  of  a  few  hours,  converted  into 

German,  which  I  have  been  extremely  gum  of  starch  and  sugpxJ*  (MiUUi^s 

desirous  of  consulting,  and  which  desire  Elements  of  Physiology,  tranalated  by 

it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  gratify ;  Baly,  vol.  i.,  p.  578.)    Saliva  has  tbie 

for  Birmingham  cannot  at  present  boast  property    of   converting    starch    into 

of  an  extensive  medical  library.    If,  sugar.    Muller,  op,  cit,  p.  577;  Dr* 

then,  I  should  be  found  to  betray  ig-  Wright  on  the  Saliva,  Laneei^  184SI) 

iiorancc  in  some  respects  of  the  labours  "  Thus,  amylaceous  matters  (in  diges- 

of  continental  writers,  it  will,  1  hope,  tion)    are   converted    into    gum    and 

be  charged,  not  to  wilful  ne^^ligence  on  sugar  ;    the    saccharine   matten    are 

my  part,  but  to  the  impossibility  of  my  absorbed."    {Dumas,  Essai  de  Stmime 

obtaining  access  to  their  writings  where  Chimique  des  Etres  Orgtmieis,  iM^ 

I  now  reside.  p.    41).     Probably,  numerous    other 

authorities  might  be  cited  in  answer  to 

OBSERVATIONS  AND  EXPERIMENTS  CON-  the  question  proposcd,  but  the  pre- 

CERNiNG  DIABETES  MELLiTus.  ceding  sufficc  to  show  that  the  con- 

Ist.  Of  the  formation  of  grape-sugar,  version   of  starch  into  sugar  in  the 

and  its,  elimination  hg  the  hidneys, —  stomach  is  generally  admitted  to  occur 

The  f|uc.slion  which  is  first  sugc^ted  in  the  condition   of    health.      Now, 

by  this  part  of  the  subject  is,  whether  before  proceeding  to  the  detail  of  dmct 

grape-sugar  is  produced  in  the  healthy  experiments  on  this  point,  so  deej^ 

svslcm  ?    Let  us  first  examine  recorded  interesting  and  important,  let  us  inquure 

oDsrrvations.    '*  Sugar  is  not  found  in  concerning  the  introduction  of  emcekm" 

t1)u  blood  in  a  state  of  health,  but  has  rine  matters  into  the  stomach,  with  a 

been  many  times  distinctly  recognised  in  view  to  ascertain  whether  such  matteis 

the  blood  of  diabetic  individuals,  where  can  be  directly  absorbed.    Magendie 

it  probably  always  exists  in  a  greater  or  fed  dogs  exclusively  upon  sugar  and 

less  decree.    Sugar,  also,  is  not  a  natural  water,  and  the  urine  of  these  animals 

ingredient  of  the  urine,  but  is  found  in  was  examined    by  the  accurate  and 

large  quantities  in  that  fluid  in  the  laborious  Chevreul.    It  was  "found  to 

disease  just  mentioned  (diabetes).    I  be  alkaline,  as  in  herbivorous  animal^ 


naay 

considered  a  remarkable  circumstance."  existence  of  sugar  in  such  urine.  '*  Wit 
{Stomach  and  Urinary  Diseases,  Dr.  know  that  the  urine  of  dogs,  fed  for 
Prout,  3d  edit.  Introduction,  p.  xciii.)  three  weeks  exclusivelv  on  pure  suflsr, 
"  Now  the  reduction  of  all  the  forms  of  contains  as  much  of  tne  most  hi^ily 
the  saccharine  principle  appear  to  be  nitrogenized  constituent,  urea,  as  in  the 
accompanied  by  the  development  of  a  normal  condition.'^  (Marchamd,  Erd- 
tow  sugar ;  which  low  sugar,  in  the  mann's  Journal  fiir  praktische  Chemie^ 
healthy  condition  of  the  stomach,  is  xiv.  p.  495 ;  Animal  Chemistry,  4^' 
sneedily  rr>tiver/tfii{  into  albuminous  and  Liebig,  pp.  61-62.)  No  mention  is 
oleaginoub  matters.  Hence,  as  the  made  of  sugar.  Neither  does  the  mar- 
existence  of  sugar  in  the  stomach  is  tyr,  Dr.  Stark,  appear  to  have  observed 
only  momentary,  or,  as  it  were,  a  point  any  saccharine  condition  of  his  urine 
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^hen  Bubsisting  principally  on  a  diet  filled  with  gas,  all  the  liquid  haTing 

of    saccharine    matter,  although  his  been  forced  out ;  and  the  gas  was  under 

urine   was   occasionally,  during    this  considerable  pressure,  as  the  tube,  of 

period,  much   increased  in  quantity,  which  the  capacity  was  2i  cubic  inches. 

{The  Works  of  the  late  William  Starke  was  retained  midwav  in  mercury.    All 

M,D,  Sfc.  Lond.  1788,  4to.  pp.  131,  the  ^  was  immeoiately  absorbed  by 

163,  &c.)    On  the  other  hana,  on  the  solution  of  caustic  potash.    I  had  not 

authority  of  Dr.  Krimer,  "When  dia-  expected  this  striking  result  i  otherwise 

betic  urine  is  introduced  into  the  sto-  I  snould  have  employed  a  ^duated 

mach  of  an  animal,  we  find,  on  the  receiver  of  much  larger  capacity.    The 

following  day,  saccharine  matter  in  its  blood  was  examined  with  a  view  to  the 

urine,  and  continue  to  do  so  so  long  as  detection  of  sugar,  but,  owing  to  an 

we  administer  this  substance,  and  even  accident,  the  result  is  not  satisractory. 
some  days   after  we  have  ceased  to        Exneriment  2.— March  24th.    Since 

inject  it. '  (BeW»  Essaif  on  Diabetes,  the  loth,  a  middle-sized  mongrel  dog 

translated    by  Markwick^  p.  48.)     I  was  fed  exclusively  on  common  brown 

have  made  several  experiments  on  this  (cane)  sugar  and  water.    Altogether, 

subject.     I  proceeded  first  to  ascertain  he  had  tucen  4  lbs.  avoirdupois.    He 

whether  direct  absorption  of  saccharine  drank  freely  of  cold  water.    He  was 

matter  in  the  stomach  would  occur  observed   occasionally    to    have    fits, 

when  the  most  favourable  conditions  of  during  which  he    turned  round  and 

absorption   were    presented,    namely,  foam^  at  the  mouth  :  fits  of  this  kind 

fatting  and  the  abstraction  of  blood.  not  unfrequently  occur  during  the  dis- 

Experiment  I. — March  14th.    I  se-  temi>er.    These  fits  were  not  noticed 

lected  a  small  mongrel  dog,  w^hich  had  previously  to  his  feeding   on  sugar, 

not  been  fed  since  the  ifth,  although  although  it  is  possible  he  might  have 

it  18  probable  that  duriujp^  this  interval  had    tnem.     He    appeared    tolerably 

he  picked  up  scraps  of  rood.    He  was  lively,  and  was  dauv  led    about  for 

fat,  and  in  good  condition.    He  ate  the  exercise.    On  the  23a,  he  was  carefully 

sugar  of  raisins,  crystallized,  and  in  the  watched  for  ten  hours  in  succession,  in 

state  of  thick  paste ;    he  drank  water  order  to  collect  an^  urine  which  might 

afterwards.    In  the  course  of  half  an  be  voided,  but  without  success,  as  no 

hour  I  injected  into  the  stomach  about  urine  was  passed  during  this  period, 

the  same  quantity  as  he  had  eaten,  dis-  He  was  much  purged,-  and  the  fieces 

solved  in  water.    I  suppose  that  alto-  were  liquid  ana  dark.    This  morning 

gether  he  must  have  had  about  three  (24th),  at  half-past  10,  he  ate  about 

ounces,  although  I  did  not  ascertain  the  |  lb.  of  sugar,  and  afterwards  drank 

precise    amount,  of   dry   sugar.      In  water.    He  was  again  watched  until 

another  half  hour,  I  opened  the  right  2  p.m  when,  having  passed  no  urine 

jugular  vein,  and  collected  the  blood,  since  half-past  10,  he  was  destroyed  by 

No  urine  was  evacuated.    I  then  de-  hydrocyanic  acid.    During  the  convul- 

stroyed  the  animal  with  strong  h^^dro-  sive  action  which  followed,  he  evacu- 

cyanic  acid,  which  occasioned  vomiting  ated  only  a  small  quantity  of  urine, 

and  slight  general  convulsive  action,  which  I  collected ;  some  brown  liquid 

No  urine,  however,  contrary  to  what  is  escaped  through  the  nostrils.    I  imme- 

the  usual  effect  of   the  poison,  was  diately  opened  the  body,  and  collected 

voided.    As  soon  as  the  heart  ceased  what  urine  remained  in  the  bladder  by 

to  beat,  I  removed  the  bladder,  which  pressing   this  viscus.     Here    1    may 

was  distended  by  limpid  urine.    The  relate  the  post-mortem  appearances,  as 

stomach  contained  solution  of  sugar,  illustrating,  in  a  certam  degree,  the 

as  manifested  by  the  odour  and  appear-  infiuence  of  an  exclusively  saccharine 

ance,  and  a  few  pieces  of  straw  were  diet. 

also  observed.  I  added  a  small  quan-  Chest :  the  lungs  did  not  much  con- 
tity  of  yeast  to  the  urine,  which  was  tract.  Thej^  were  gor^d  with  frothy 
introduced  into  a  graduated  receiver  colourless  liquid;  Ithmk  I  never  saw 
over  mercury ;  it  occupied  the  volume  before  so  large  a  quantity  of  liquid 
of  1*2  cubic  mch.  Late  in  the  even-  escape  from  uie  trachea  and  bronchi, 
ing,  about  two  hours  after  the  experi-  The  kver  was  large,  and  apparently 
ment  was  arranged,  I  observed  that  gas  healthy.  Abdomen  :  the  spleen  con- 
was  sensibly  evolved.  On  the  follow-  tained  minute  liKht-coloured  specks, 
ing  morning  the  tube  was  completely  such  as  I  have  before  occasionally  «ft.^^ 
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in  the  spleen  of  dogs.    The  kidneys  and  the  quantity  of  oxalic  generated, 

were  natural.     In  the  stomach  was  a  that   this  acid  was  probably   derived 

small  quantity  of  brown  liquid,  mixed  in  part   from  the  colouring  or  other 

with  dark  floccnlent  matter,  and  having  organic  matter  of  the  urine  besides  tme 

the  smell  of  brown  sugar;   I  found,  sugar, 

also,  some  small  pieces  of  straw.  £x-  Experiment  3. — March  29th.  Sinee 
cept  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pylorus,  the  the  morning  of  the  27th,  a  large  boll- 
mucous  membrane  presented  the  usual  terrier  dog  was  fed  entirely  on  common 
light  plum-tint.  Tnc  summits  of  the  brown  (cane)  sugar  and  water.  At 
rugai  throughout  had  a  red  blush ;  the  first,  he  ate  freely  ilb.  Altogether,  he 
intervals  were  pale.  The  intestines  took  21  bs.  Yesterday,  and  early  this 
contained  lic^uid  brown  fseculcnt  mat-  morning,  he  evacuated  light  brown, 
ter ;  which,  in  the  rectum,  was  pasty,  watery,  and  offensive  fteces.  At  i  before 
and  similar  to  that  evacuated  during  8  this  momin?,  he  ate  (lb.  of  similar 
the  action  of  the  hydrocyanic  acid,  sugar,  and  drank  }  pint  of  wafer.  At  10 
The  odour  of  the  faeces  was  not  par-  a.m.  he  freely  passed  urine  :  Qv.  were 
ticularly  foetid*  The  contents  of  the  collected.  Colour  brown.  Odour  pecu- 
stomach  and  intestines  had  a  decided  liar.  Feebly  reddened  litmus.  Taste 
acid  reaction.  not  sweet  even  in  the  slightest  degree. 
Urine :  taste  salt,  and  not  in  the  Surface  covered  with  minute  and  pecu- 
slightest  degree  sweet,  I  collected  liar  cr>'8tals,  not  resembling  in  form 
f^iM.  precisely^.  Pale  straw.  Strongly  the  ordinary  ammoniaco-magnesian 
acid,  immediately  reddening  litmus ;  phosphate.  I  examined  these  crystals 
sp.  gr.  more  than  1040^.  I  mixed  minutely,  but,  in  this  place,  I  need  not 
f^ij.  with  a  minute  (quantity  of  fresh  describe  them.  Filtering  paper  was 
yeast  in  a  graduated  jar  over  mercury ;  stained  yellow  by  this  urine.  I  mixed 
distilled  water  was  added.  The  volume  i*2cubicinehesoitheurine  withaminute 
occupied  by  the  liquid  was  1  '4  cubic  quantity  of  fresh  yeast  over  mercury  in 
inch :  2*6  cubic  inches  of  gas  were  a  graduated  receiver.  April  Ist,  9) 
evolved,  and  instantly  absorbed  by  p.m.  Temp.  59®  F.  Barometer  not 
caustic  ley.  I  then  mstilled  the  fcr-  observed.  1  measured  5  cubic  inches  of 
mentcd  liquid  with  carbonate  of  potass  ^[as.  The  fermented  urine  was  then  dis- 
in  the  chloride  of  calcium  bath.  I  tilled  for  a  few  minutes  per  se^  and  to 
obtained  only  a  minute  quantity  of  in-  the  product  was  added  carbonate  of 
combustible  liquid,  which  had  a  decided  potass.  I  obtained  a  supernatant 
ammoniacal  odour,  and  immediately  stratum  of  spirit  -^  inch  in  diameter, 
restored  the  colour  of  reddened  litmus,  and  -pg  in  depth.  It  burnt  with  a  blue 
To  the  product  I  added  carbonate  of  flame.  The  specimen  is  preserved, 
potass,  when  a  supernatant  stratum,  a        I   evai)orated   over  the  steam-bath 

J|uarter    of  an    inch    in    depth,  was  500*0  grains  of  urine,  and  obtained  a 

ormed.    By  means  of  an  extremely  brown  syrup,  having  a  strong  smell. 

fine  pipette,  I  removed  some  of  this  On  the  addition  of  nitric  acid,  crystdJs 

stratum,  and  found  it  to  bum  readily  of  nitrate  of  urea  were  sepamted  in 

with  a  blue  flame.    I  hjive  preserved  smail  quantity.    No  coagubtion 

this  specimen  in  a  hermetically  sealed  produced. 

tube.  ^  From  these  experiments,  then,  we 

The  remaining  f5ij.  of  urine  were  justified    in    concluding    that    swmr 

evaporated   over    the   steam-bath.     I  existed  in  the  urine,  after  its  introuic- 

obtained  a  clear  brown  syrup,  to  which  tion  into  the  stomach.    In  the  first  ex- 

I  ^  added   nitric   acid  in  excess,  and  periment  sugar  was  found  in  the  urine, 

stirred  well.    March  25th. — No  crj^s-  m  a  very  short  time  after  the  animal 

tallization  of  nitrate  of  urea.    30th. —  had  received  sugar  by  the  mouth.    Wc 

Still  no  cr3r8tallization.    I  then  evapo-  shall  also  be  justified  in  concluding 


crystals,  which  occasioned  a  precipitate  we  ascertain  by  experiment  that  the 

in  a  solution  of  chloride  of  calcium,  urine  of  a  dog,  which  has  not  taken 

insoluble  in  acetic  acid.    I  should  be  sugar,  docs  not  undergo  fermentation 

inclined  to  infer,  from  the  small  quan.  by  the  addition  of  yeast.   Accordingly, 

lity  of  gas  evolved  by  fermentation,  the  following  experiment  was  made. 
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Experiment  4. — April  3d.    The  dog  proportion  of  yeast,  in  a  two-necked 

which  was  the  subject  of  Exncriment  3  tiottie,  precisely  as  in  the  examination  of 

was  fed  on  horseflesh   and  potatoes  Merchant's  unne. 

since  March  t^h.     The  unne  was  March  24th.-Pota8h  bulb  apiwratus 

readily  collected  this  morning.    Odour  |f//«r                              585*22 

strong  and  peculiar.    Reaction  acid.  March  22d.— Potash  bulb  apparatus 

Amber-coloured.  Sp.gr.  1046'*.  I  mixed  before                           585*  15 

1 '  1  cubic  inches  with  a  small  quantity  of  ^ 

fresh  yeast  in  a  graduated  tube  over  tt    ^    *u^  •                             n    *i.  * 

mercuiy.    In  the  Ivening,  no  gas  had  Here    the  increase  is  so  small   that 

been  evolved.      April  4th,    morning.  "}  "^^^^  ^?  ^"^"i^^  neglected ;  and  wc 

Not   the  slightest  disengagement   of  fHy  conclude  that  no  sugar  had  passed 

gas ;  etening,  74,  still  not  the  slightest  ^^^%  ^^^  V""^;  ^      ^      .    ^^.       .  ^ 

Ivolution  ofgai!   It  must  be  remlrked  f ^^^r'^f/.*  6.-March  29th.    Into 

that,a8  nearly aspossiblcthesamecon-  ^^,  "«^*  J uplar  vein  of  a  powerful 

dition  of  temDerature  was  oreserved  in  »J"l»-^cmer  dog,  I  injected  500  grains 

11 4i              *^        A       /\  *^      I  •   •     I-  of  the  residuum  of  Merchant's  urine, 

all  these  expenments.    One  cubic  inch  y-      ,     j^ .    ^r. .!  ^'^  "^C'"""^"    ti  i r 

of  carbonic    acid    eas    evolved   cor-  ^^^so^^ed  m  fjuj.  of  warm  water.  Half 

responds  nearly  to  Sne  gnun  of  grape  an  hour  afterwards   I  destroyed  him 

su^.     In  Experiment*^2,  then,  Z  "T'^^   hydrocyanic  acid       No    urine, 

should  have  alSut  10  grins  in  the  ^^^^Y^^'  was  evacutated^    The  body 

fluid-ounce,  and  160  in  tKe  pint.  was  immediately    opened    when   the 

Now,  in  these  experiments,  it  must  ^^?f^^^'   "^^'^  ^^    distended   with 

be  admitted  that  the  conditions  under  TT'i«.Tf  JJ^^^tk^ '  i,  ^^^  '^i  "^^^ 

«„t«;»i>    ^u^  .i..^.»«;.»,  ^f  «..»«•   „,«-  contained  food.    The  heart  was  large. 

SSd  Jeretl^Tter  «KeJ^  There  was  but  little  fat.  and  the  mSs- 

Sw!fS^8ujnaTp«iTt?n*S^  cular  fibre  was  every  where  firm.    The 

n*i,tuv  «*,  wa  oMKfu  moo  ^two^a.*  aaa  w  ^  attimal  was  lu  excellent  condition. 

nS^w^^/'i'Il^lltn"^^  ^ri^^'-^  collected   4   fluid^unces 

o^Z?in.l     urhnJ^.f^^r^JA:  ^^^  ^  ^ram.     Colour  brown.    Taste 

tCt  TthehSlA^^^^^^  not  sweet,  but  saltish.  Odour  peculiar. 

Ktr^SediS^^^^  Nitric  acid  added  to  this  urine  cold 

quantity,  even  supposing  it  to  pass  ^^f^^oned  considerable  effervescence 

directly  into  the  circuliuion  by*ab-  biit  no  coagulation.   Hydrochlonc  acid 

sorption,  it  is  never  eliminated  by  the  ?^,oP'1L^??^  effervescence.    Sp.  gr. 

kidneys,  but  supplies  material  either  *^*  ,•♦  ^^^'  "^^  "^J'f  "V^  T?  ""  'T" 

for  assimilation  oY  some  kind  or  other,  quantity  of  yeast,  and  left  to  ferment  m 

or   for   pulmonary   oxidation.      The  the  usual  manner. 

following  experiments  concerning  the  Apnl  1st,  94,  p.m.— Potash  apparatus 

injection  of  sugar  into  the  veins  relate  ^fT     ,    ,^  .        594*19 

directly  to  this  part  of  the  subject  March  29th,  9i,  p.m.— Potash  ap- 

^^x^mmefK 5th.— March 22d.    Into  paratus  ^/ore        58521 

the   right   jugular   vein  of   a   large  ^'^^ 

mongrel-mastm  dog,  which  had  not  The  ley  had  risen  in  the  large  bulb, 

been  fed  since  the  previous  mominjo^,  I  and  the  carbonic  acid  was  displaced  in 

injected  200  grains  of  the  crystallised  the  usual  manner  bv  atmospheric  air. 

residuum  of  Merchant's  urine  dissolved  I  evaporated  some  of  the  urine  over  the 

in  Qij.  of  warm  distilled  water.    No  steam-bath ;  it  evolved  a  peculiar  and 

symptoms,  except  such  as  might  be  re-  very  disagreeable  odour,  not  ver^  unlike 

ferred  to  the  operation  and  consequent  phosphurettcd  hydrogen.  Considerable 

excitement,   followed.      In    1^    nour  effervescence  occurred  on  the  addition 

afterwards  I  poisoned  the  aninud  with  of  strong  nitric  acid  to  the  syrup  cold^ 

anhydrous  hyorocyanic  add,  and  col-  and  an  abundance  of  almost  colourless 

lected  4|  fluid-ounces  of  deep  amber-  crystals  of  nitrate  of  urea  was  imme* 

coloured  urine,  voided  during  the  con-  diately  separated, 

vulsive   action.      A    small    quantity  Experiment  7.— March  2d,  i  before 

escaped,  and  some  also  remained  in  the  5,  p.m.    Into  the  right  jugular  vein  of 

bladder,  and  was  obtained  by  squeezing  a  middle  sized  mongrel  bitch,  I  injected 

that  viscus  m  iitu.    Odour  peculiar,  a  considerable  quantity,  probably  an 

S|^.  gr.    1040**.    Reddens  litmus.     I  ounce  and  a  half  moibt,  of  the  sugar  of 

mixed  the  whole  quantity  with  a  small  raisins,  dissolved  in  warm  water.  Urine 
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was  evacuated.  The  breathing  became  Nothing  abnormfd  in  the  thorax :  no 
somewhat  laboured,  and  the  dog  ap-  effusion.  The  intestines  were  pale 
peared  drowsy.  He  was  closely  watched  and  blanched.  Half  a  fluid-ounce  of 
for  Sk  hours,  with  the  intention  ^  of  clear  serous  liquid  was  collected  in  the 
collecting  his  urine.  During  this  period  peritoneal  cavity ;  and  on  cooling,  ki 
he  vomited  chyme,  and,  afterwards,  the  body  was  yet  warm,  it  became 
tenacious  mucus-like  liquid.  I  then  thick,  concreted  into  an  albuminoia 
poisoned  the  animal  wdth  strong  hydro-  mass  like  the  white  of  egg,  and  pre- 
cyanic  acid.  During  the  convulsive  sen  ted  a  membranifonn  appearance. 
action  I  collected  f^vj.  of  clear  brown  The  kidneys  appeared  natural.  The 
urine,  having  an  odour  mi  generis,  and  bladder  was  completely  contracted,  and 
resembling  that  of  the  dog's  hide,  contained  a  small  quantity  of  coagulated 
More  urine  was  passed  than  I  ob-  blood.  The  mucous  membrane  of  die 
tained.  viscus  presented  several  bloody  pmnts. 
Urine, — ^Transparent  Colour  brown.  The  sp.  er.  of  the  urine  first  collected 
Reddens  litmus.  Sp.  gr.  lOdl"*.  Taste  was  10467;  sp.  gr.  of  that  collected 
not  in  the  least  degree  sweet.  500  towards  the  last  was  1050.  It  con- 
grains  were  mixed  witn  a  small  quantity  tained  blood,  as  the  red  particlet 
of  yeast.  subsided  after  a  short  time.  500 
March  4th.— Potash  apparatus  after  grains  of  the  first  urine  left  by  efa- 
fermentation  588*08  poration  62*3  of  crystallised  tweet 
March  2d. — ^Potash  apparatus  before  mass.  1  obtained  beautifully  perfect 
fermentation        585  81  crystals  of  cane  sugar,  and  have  pre- 

2*27  served  them. 

250  grains  of  this  urine  evaporated  From  the  experiments  which  haw 

over  steam-bath  left  18*6  of  dark  brown  now  been  related  we  learn  the  foUow- 

extract.  ing  facts : — 

J?x/ierimef(/8.— In  this  experiment!  1.  When  grape-sugar  is  present  ia 

was  aided  by  my  respected  friend  Dr.  the  blood   in    a   certain  quantity,  a 

Wright.    Into  the  rignt  jugular  vein  of  portioa  of  it  is  speedily  eliminated  by 

a  middle-sized  terrier,  we  injected  at  the  kidneys,  and  may  be  found  in  the 

11,    A.M.     in   successive    syringefuls,  urine. 

nearly   1500*  grains  of   white  (cane)  2.  When  fiTa])e-sugar  is  present  ia 

suear,  dissolved  in  f^^iv.  of  warm  dis-  the  blood  only  m  simdl  quantity  (Ez- 

tillcd  water.    The  act  of  injecting  oc-  pcriment  5),  it  does  not  pass  into  the 

cupied  20  minutes.   The  heart's  action  urine  in  an  appreciable  degree.     In 

at  first  became  irregular  and  intermitt-  this  case  it  probably  undergoes  oxidsr 

ine  ;  then,  strong,  rapid,  and  regular ;  tion  in  the  lungs. 

180  in  the  minute,  as  nearly  as  1  could  3.  When  cane-su^r  is  present  ia 

count.   This  excitement,  however,  was  the  blood  in  a  certam  quantity,  a  por- 

only  temporary,  for  the  pulsations  be-  tion  of  it  passes  into  the  urine  as  cmmi^ 

came  irregular  and  intermitting,  92  in  sugar.     It  does  not  appear  to  be  con- 

a  minute.    The  respiration  was  some-  verted  in  the  smallest  proportion  into 

what  laboured,  and  the  doff  appeared  grape-tugar,  during  its  passage  through 

drowsy.     At    20    minutes   before    12,  the  blood.     (Experiment  8). 

reddish,  sweet,  and  turbid  urine  was  4.  When  cane-sugar  is  present  in 

passed,   and   continued  to  be  voided  the  blood,  in  large  quantity,  (Experi- 

almost  continually,  sometimes  stillatim,  mcnt  8),  it  exerts  a  powerfully  dinretio 

and  at    other  times  copiously,    until  action,  and  the  urine  evacuated  appeaa 

death  at  12;  life  was  nearly  destroyed  to  be  principally  solution  of  sugar, 

by   bleeding  from    the  jugular  vein,  5.  When  grape-sugar  is  introduced 

and    then    completely    extinguished  into  the  stomach  (Experiment  1),  undec 

by   anhydrous  hydrocyanic    acid,    of  conditions  favourable  to  absorption,  a 

which  the  effect  was  neither  so  power-  portion  of  it  is  rapidly  absorbed  (pos* 

ful  nor  so  rapid  as  upon  an  animal  in  sibly  by  the  veins  ?)  and  passes  into 

ordinary  circumstances.      During  the  the  urine. 

bleeding,  towards  the  last,  general  con-  6.  When  a  dog  is  fed  upon  cane- 

vulsive  action  occurred,  witn  the  evacu-  sugar  and  water,  a  portion  of  the  sugar 

ation  of  a  small  quantity  of  offensive  may  be  found  in  the  urine. 

fsces.  We  examined  the  body  4  before  Before  proceeding,  it  is  proper  to 

3,  P.M. :  lungs  collapsed  considerably,  mention,  tnat  my  results  do  not  exactly 
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accord  with  those  previously  published,  surar  in  the  system  in  a  state  of  health, 

It  is  stated,  in  the  "Essay  on  Diabetes"  and  shall  then  detail  a  variety  of  ex- 

(by  Bell,  translated  by  Markwick,  p.  periments  performed  in  reference  to 

48),     that    **  by    injecting   into    the  this  subject, 
vessels  a  solution  of  cane-sugar,  we  do  [To  be  conthraed.] 

liot  find  that  the  sugar  passes  into  the  

blood  or  urine,  but  by  the  pulmonary  bssats  on  thb  diseases 

transpiration.     We  know  that  cane-  or  thb 

sugar,  taken  into  the  stomach  in  what-       HEART,  GREAT  VESSELS,  AND 
ever    quanUty,  never   passes  by  the  CIRCULATING  FLUID, 

urme."     The  authonty  upon  which 

these  statements  are  made  is  not  men-  ^^  ^  Willw.  M.D. 

Uoned.  There  is,  evidently,  an  error  in  Lecturer  wi  ^^j^^^^^^^^^^j^J^^' 
the  construction  of  the  first  sentence,  £te  WiySdMMSo^eRoyLinilrmaiy  torChll- 
which  has,  doubtless,  escaped  the  at-       dren.  See. 

tentionof  the  translator,  for  it  is  im-  [CoDtinned  from  p.  STO  of  preoedinff  volume.] 
possible  that   sugar  can  be  injected 
into  the  vessels  (if  blood-vessels  be 
meant),  and  not  pass  into  the  blood. 
Again;  Dr.  Krimer,  as  I  have  already  R/lalformaiiimt  of  the  Heart. 
remarked,  states,  that  •*  when  diabetic  Xhb  heart  is  subject  to  a  great  variety 
urine  is  introduced  into  the  stomach  of  of  congenital  affections,  the  majority  of 
an  animal,  we  find  on  the  following  day  which,  as  they  rather  interest  the  mor- 
saccharine  matter   in  its  urine,    and  bid  anatomist  than  the  practical  physi- 
continue    do  so  as  long    as  we  ad-  cian,   do   not  require  any  particular 
minister  this  substance,  and  even  some  notice  in  this  place.     Sometimes  the 
days  after  we  cease  to  inject  it"     (Op.  heart  is  not  in  its  usual  situation ;  it  is 
cit.  p.  48.)    When  grape-suear  is  in-  contained  in   the   abdomen,  or  in  a 
troduced  into  the  stomach  of  a  dog,  I  pouch  outside  the  thorax ;  or  other- 
have  been  unable  to  discover  a  trace  of  wise,  and  this  is  of  much  less  import- 
sugar  in  its  urine  on  the  following  ance,  it  is  merely  transposed,  the  apex 
morning.     The  dog  which  was  the  of  the  organ  being  directed  to  the  right 
subject  of  Experiments  3  and  4,  ate  10  instead  of  the  left  side  of  the  chest, 
ounces  of  moist  sugar  of  raisins  at  9|,  gnch  cases  fall  under  the  category  of 
A.M.  and  drank  a  small  quantity  of  misplacements  of  the  heart— ectopias 
water.    On  the  following  morning  at  corms.     Sometimes,  again,  the  heart 
J  Oi,  his  urine  was  collected.  I  obtained  consists  of  but  two  great  cavities  in- 
precisely  Qj.  of  a  pale  brown  colour,  gtcad  of  four,   one  representing  the 
In  the  evenmg,  it  was  evaporated,  and  auricles,  another  the  ventricles.    Oc- 
mixed,  while  yet  warm,  with  a  small  casionally  the  arteries  arise  amiss,  the 
quantity  of  yeast  in  a  graduated  re-  aorta  spnnging  from  the  right,  the  pul- 
oeiver  over  mercury.    The  volume  oc-  monaryartery  from  the  left  ventncle, 
cupied  by  theli^uidwasO-6  cubic  inches,  ^c.     These  various  states  are  by  no 
On  the  following  evening,  7,  P3f.  not  means  incompatible  with  life  within 
the  slightest  disengagement  of  gas  had  x\^^  uterus ;  but  they  are,  for  the  major 
occurred.  part,  altogether  inconsistent  with  exis- 
1  have  not  succeeded  in  detecting  tence  apart  from  the  body  of  the  parent 
sugar  in  the  urine  of  man  after  the  in-  c         ' 
troduction    of    grape-sugar   into   the  i^yanosis. 
stomach.    I  am  not  disposed  to  incur        Among  the  most  important  of  tUc 
the  risk  of  disordering  my  own  stomach  congenital  malformations  of  the  heart 
by  experimente  of  tiS  kind,  and,  there-  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  $xA 
fore,  I  am  onwilling  to  practise  upon  which  do  really  interest  us  as  practi- 
the  stomachs  of  others.  However,  from  tioners  of  medicine,   are  those   with 
the  preceding  experimente  upon  dogs,  which  the  affection  denominated  cya- 
we  shall,  probably,  not  err  in  conclud-  iiosis,  or  blue  disease,  in  young  sub- 
ing  that  under  similar  circumstances  jecte,  is  connected, 
similar  resulU  would  be  obtamed  with        Cyanosis  is  characterized  by  the  skin 
man.    In  my  next  communication  I  having  more  or  less  of  a  livid  or  blue 
shall  revert  to  the  question  at  first  pwv  colour,  especially  in  those  sitiwUons 
pounded,  concerning  the  formation  of  where  the  capillary  vessels  of  the  ge- 
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neml  tcgiimentnry  membmne  are  most  marked  in  infants,  is  necenarily  to 
conspicuuus,  or  wlicre  this  membrane  continue  and  prove  fatal  in  the  end. 
is  most  delicate,  as  in  the  lips,  the  About  a  year  and  a  half  ago  I  «» 
checks,  and  under  the  nails.  The  mu-  consulted  in  regard  to  a  mhc  MU 
cous  membrane  of  the  mouth  and  nos-  about  six  weeks  old.  ^  This  infant  had 
trils  also  presents  a  livid  instead  of  its  all  the  usual  indications  of  cyanoiii 
usual  bright  scarlet  tint.  This  livor  of  perfectly  well  marked;  the  whole  iiv^ 
the  general  surface  is  accompanied  face  was  of  a  pale  livid  hue  ;  the  tongne 
by  habitual  dyspnusa,  tumultuous  ac-  and  li|)s  and  finger-nails  were  purple. 
tion  of  the  heart,  irrec^ularity  and  in-  It  did  not  seem  to  snSer  any  inoonve- 
termittence  of  the  pulse  at  the  wrist,  nience,  however,  and  I  was  assured  by 
and  an  inferior  capacity  to  engender  the  nurse  and  the  parents  that  tlie 
caloric.  The  dyspncca  and  irregular  colour  was  now  lighter  than  it  had 
action  of  the  heart,  generally  more  or  been.  I  recommended  that  the  infimt 
less  felt  at  all  tim(>s,  ure  grc'atly  nggni-  should  be  kept  very  warm,  and  paiti- 
vated  u\x)n  occasion.  Slight  efforts,  cular  attention  paid  to  the  nurrinf ; 
the  act  of  coughing,  of  going  to  stool,  and  ventured  to  express  a  hope  that, 
and  the  like,  are  apt  to  bring  on  fits  of  as  matters  had  mended  to  a  certain 
RufTocation,  and,  when  the  disease  is  extent,  they  might  improve  still  fir- 
far  advanced,  attacks  of  lciiK)thymiffi,  thcr.  And  this  has  actually  taken 
in  one  of  which  the  ()aticnt  commonly  place ;  the  infant  tlirove  amain ;  the 
expires.  livor  of  the  surface  and  month  bMsme 

Young  subjects  affected  with  cyano-  less  and  less  conspicuous,  and  at  the 

sis  are  extremely  susceptible  to  cold,  present  time  the  child  would  not  be 

They,  in  fact,  scarcely  maintain  their  remarked  as  differing  from  other  chil- 

tc'nii)crature  at  the  ^^  F.,  which  is  dren  of  the  same  age.     Such  cases  I 

held  the  standfird  for  man  in  temperate  can  imagine  to  be  more  freqoent  than 

latitudes.     It  hiis  been  found  three  and  is  generally  8upix>8ed. 
four  degrees  lower  under  the  tongue.  The  occurrence  of  cyanosis  appesn 

Cyanosis  is  usually  apparent  from  to  have  been  connected  at  an  eariy 
the  period  of  birth.  Tne  new-bom  i)criod  in  modem  pathological  inqniiy 
infant  is  familiarly  known  to  have  a  with  an  imperfect  condition  of  the  par- 
much  darker  colour  than  it  acouircs  tition  between  the  right  and  left  ao- 
immcdiately  after  the  plav  of  the  lungs  rides  of  the  heart  Morgagni  and 
IS  fully  establislied,  and  the  circulation  Senac,  however,  were  the  first  who 
tlirough  the  umbiliciil  cord  has  ceased.  ]>articularly  fixed  the  attention  of  phy- 
The  colour  can  be  observed  brighten-  siologists  upon  this  state  as  explaining 
ing  visibly.  This  is  not  the  casein  the  the  piienomena  of  the  disease,  which. 
inmnt  that  is  to  be  the  subject  of  cya-  as  may  be  antici^Nited,  were  attributed 
nosis.  From  the  birth  it  presents  a  to  an  admixture  of  the  venons  and  . 
livid  or  purple  hue ;  and  if  this  be  very  arterial  blood,  and  the  circulation  of  an 
deep,  it  will  in  general  scarcely  survive  imperfectly  aerated  fluid.  A  patent 
more  than  a  few  davs  or  weeks.  If  state  of  the  foramen  ovale,  a  normal  eon- 
the  livor  be  less,  the  child  may  struggle  dition  in  the  foetus,  was  long  nniiFer- 
on  languidly  for  a  longer  time ;  and  if  sallv  received  as  the  cause  of  cyanosiB. 
still  less,  it  may  attain  to  maturity  of  There  can  be  little  doubt  but  *!■■* 
yexirs.  It  is  not,  indeed,  very  rare  for  cyanosis  is  frequently  connected  with 
children  who  have  presented  a  decided  such  a  state  of  the  inter-aurieular  sep- 
blue  colour  of  the  tongue  and  lips  and  tum  ;  but  the  celebrated  Corvisart^  mimI 
general  surface  from  their  birth,  to  then  Dr.  Crawford,  of  Dublin,  showed 
reach  the  period  of  puberty,  when  they  that  cases  of  cyanosis  occurred  which 
very  commonly  perish.  Such  children  were  not  referable  to  any  such  organie 
have  been  obser\'ed  to  grow  tall  and  imperfection ;  and,  on  the  eontimrr, 
slender;  their  muscular  system  is  but  many  cases  are  now  on  recordin  which 
very  slightly  developed;  their  extre-  the  freest  communication  between  both 
mitics  seem  to  consist  of  little  more  auricles,  and  even  between  both  ven- 
than  skin  and  bone;  they  arc  fragile  tricles,  hiis  been  discovered,  without  the 
beings,  upon  whose  likelihood  of  long  fact  having  l>een  proclaimed  during 
life  no  venture  can  be  made.  Never-  life  by  a  single  symptom  of  cyanosis, 
theless,  we  cannot  always  say  precisely  In  one  very  remarkable  instance,  the 
that  cyanosis,  even  when  pretty  well  particulars   of    which    are    contained 
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in    the   Transactions  of    the  King's    tension  upon  every  part  of  the  va 
and  Queen's  College  of  Physicians  of    system,  I  apprehend,  must  be  the 


vascular 
same; 
Dublin,  the  communications  between  and  as  streams  of  like  magnitude  meet 
the  two  sides  of  the  heart  were  so  large  and  roll  their  tides  for  many  miles 
that  the  organ  might  have  been  consi-  without  mixing,  so  may  the  tides  per- 
dered  as  single,  or  as  consisting  of  but  taining  to  the  right  and  left  sides  of 
one  aurxle  and  one  ventricle.  Other  the  heart  be  forced  along  their  appro- 
cases  nearly  similar  have  been  met  priate  channels  without  becoming  com- 
with.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  minc;led  in  the  heart, 
very  ample  communications  between  With  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
the  right  and  left  sides  of  the  heart,  cj^anosis,  this  must  be  entirely  pallia- 
conditions  which  we  should  say  ad-  tive.  We  cannot  hope  to  remove  by 
mittcd  of  the  freest  admixture  of  the  any  medicine  the  organic  imperfec- 
black  with  the  bright  blood  in  the  tions  or  lesions  on  which  it  depends, 
heart,  occasionally  occurred  without  Still,  from  what  I  have  already  said,  it 
cyanosis  being  the  consequence.  Some  will  be  seen  that  no  case  should  be  aban- 
have  therefore  maintained  that  the  doned  as  utterly  hopdesB.  In  infimcy 
essence  of  cyanosis  consists  in  a  stasis  unusual  care  is  required ;  engendering 
of  blood  in  the  capillaries  of  the  body  caloric  less  abundantly  than  other 
generally,  and  not  on  any  admixture  of  infents,  the  blue  child  is  to  be  kept 
unoxygenated  with  oxygenated  blood,  wrapped  up  in  blankets  frequenUv 
I  find  it  difficult,  for  my  own  part,  to  warmed,  and  should  be  supplied  with 
agree  to  this  without  some  limitation  $  the  only  nutriment  that  is  adapted  to 
the  livor  in  cvanosis  is  not  precisely  of  its  tender  age,  made  additionallv  tender 
that  kind  which  we  observe  in  con-  by  its  disease  —  mother's  mifk.  ^  By 
nexion  with  impediments  to  Uie  access  and  by  the  food  should  be  unstimu- 
of  venous  blooa  at  the  heart ;  in  cya-  lating,  but  nourishing,  and  never  given 
nosis  there  is  no  unusual  development  in  large  quantities  at  a  time.  In  the 
of  the  minute  blood-vessels  and  inter-  paroxysms  of  dyspnoea  that  are  so  dis- 
mediatc  vascular  rcte ;  the  livor  is  pre-  tressing  in  cyanosis,  after  the  first 
cisely  that  of  asphyxia,  in  which  we  years  of  life  have  been  passed,  we 
know  that  black  blood  is  circulated,  sometimes  feel  strongly  tempted  to  ab- 
Nevertheless,  it  must  be  confessed  that  stract  a  little  blood;  and,  indeed,  to 
the  pathological  condition  which  has  relieve  the  labouring  ventricle,  we  are 
been  found  accompanying  most  of  the  sometimes  forced  to  have  recourse  to 
cases  of  cyanosis  that  have  been  re-  the  lancet  But  this  should  always  be 
centl^  examined  has  been,  not  a  patent  done  with  great  discretion ;  the  loss  of 
condition  of  the  foramen  ovale,  or  im-  blood  in  such  circumstances  is  ever 
perfection  of  the  inter-ventricular  sep-  followed  by  great  prostration.  Abso- 
tum,  but  a  dilated  and  thickened  state  lute  repose,  cool  air,  the  application 
of  the  right  cavity  of  the  Heart.    Or-  of  cloths  dipped  in  cold  vinegar  and 

ganic  afiections  of  the  right  side  of  the  water  to  the  region  of  the  heart,  cold 

eart  occurring  in  riper  years  are  par-  drinks  or  ice  internally,  and  some  seda- 

ticularly,  and  at  a  very  earlv  period,  tive,  such  as  hyoscyamus  or  opium — 

proclaimed  by  a  livid  or  violet  colour  digitalis  is  too  tardy  in  its  action  to  be 

of  the  hce  and  extremities.    The  sys-  of  service  here — generally  suffice  to 

temic  venous  circulationisereatlv  under  allay  the  paroxysm.    When  the  dis- 

the  control  of  the  right  side  of  the  oen-  ease  towaros  its  termination  is  attended 

tnd  organ  of  the  circulation,  and  impli-  with  dropsical  effusions,  particular  at- 

cation  of  this  is  always  accompanied  tention  must  be  paid  to  the  action  of 

by  a  retarded  movement  in  the  capil-  the  bowels  and  \idney8 ;    diuresis  is 

laries — Whence  the  blue  colour  of  the  less   depressing    than   purgnne,  and, 

skin.    The  only  explanation  that  could  therefore,  preferable  to  it.    wnen  the 

be  given  of  the  absence  of  cyanosis  in  stren^h  is   greatly  reduced  and    the 

those  cases  in  which  imperfections  of  circu&tion  extremely  languid,  we  have 

the  auricular  and   ventricular   septa  recourse  to  tonics  and  even  to  direct 

have    been    ^scovered,     would     be  stimulants,  such  as  ammonia  and  wine, 

grounded  on  the  accurate  maintenance  to  keep  the  heart  moving.    This  sys- 

of  the  proportion  between  the  powers  tem  oi  medication  of  course  can  only 

of  each  side  of  the  heart,  and  the  re-  be  pursued  for  a  time ;  the  powers  of 

sistance  which  it  has  to  overcome.  The  life  fall  lower  and  lower  by  degrees. 
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and  the  organs  finally  failing  to  be  he  became  affected  with  delirium,  ud 

influenced  by    our    stimulants,    they  had  no  sleep  dunng  the  enauiMiughL 

cease  entirely  from    their    functions,  On  Tuesday  the    delinum   still  co^ 

and  the  patient  is  lost.  tinned ;  the  Pup^ls  were  dilated,  a^ 

*                                    ,    ^  .  did  not  contract  under  the  influence  of 

Inflammation  of  the  heart,  atid  of  its  ligj^^      xhe  patienl  still  made  no  com- 

intemal  and  external  investing  nietn-  ^f^j^i  of  ^\n .  but  when  pressed  on 

branes— Carditis,  Endocarditis,  and  ^Yie  subject  he  pointed  to  his  fbrehesd 

Pericarditis.  jn  ^he  afternoon  he  had  a  convulsiTe 

Carditis,  Myocarditis.  —  There  can  ()t.     Every  symptom  became  gready 

be  no  doubt  of  the  occasional  though  aggravated.    The  night  was  passed  as 

rare  occurrence  of  inflammation  of  the  usual  without  sleep.    On  Wednesday 

muscular  substance  of  the  heart,  apart  morning  the  patient  was  greatly  ei- 

from  implication  either  of  its  external  hausted,  and  the  breathing  was  now 

investing  or  intcmid  lining  membrane,  for  the  first  time  observed  to  be  difll- 

It  is  infinitely  more  common,  however,  cult.    He  was  sensible  in  the  m.oming^ 

to  find  distinct  traces  of  infiammatorv  but  sank  into  a  state  of  insensibility 

affection  of  one  or  other,  or  of  boUi  as  the  day  advanced,  and  continued  to 

these  serous  covering,  along  with  evi-  decline  till  two  o'clock  in  the  alter- 

dences  of  inflammation  of  tne  proper  noon,  when  he  died.     He  had  never 

substance  of  the  heart.    Corvisart  be-  complained  of  pain  in  the  cheat,  and 

lieved  that  carditis  could  not  be  distin-  no  irregularity  had  been  noted  in  the 

guished  during  life  from  pericarditis,  action  of  the  heart  or  pulse  at  the 

and  Laennec  maintained  that  carditis  wrist.    It  is  not  stated  particularly  that 

had  never  been    observed    otherwise  the  chest  was  examined;  the  stetbo- 

than  in  connection  with  this  disease  or  scope  was  not  then  known.  On  examiii- 

with  endocarditis.    We  have,  in  fact,  ing   the   body  after  death,  the   skcdl 

no    signs  pathognomonic  of   carditis  was  found  very  thick  and  heavy ;  ibt 

existing  per  se.    Unfortunately,  in  that  bones  showed  no  diploe,  but  were  dense 

which  IS  held  to  be  one  of  the  most  and    solid  throughout.     The  sutnits 

satisfactory    instances    on    record  of  were  obliterated.    The  vessels  of  the 

acute  inflammation  affecting  the  entire  brain  were  congested,  but  not  in  a  ▼ery 

substance  of  the  heart,  the  disease  was  striking  decree.     In  the  thorax,  tlw 

complicated  with  an  affection  of  the  lungs  were  nealthy.    On  laying  open 

brain,    which    probably    masked  the  the  pericardium,  it  was  foundfto  contain 

symptoms,  or  at  all  events  called  off  between  four  and  five  ounces  of  toxhid 

attention  so  completely  from  the  cen-  serous  fluid,  with  flakes  of  coagulable 

tral  organ  of  the  circulation,  that  the  lymph  which  floated  through  it.     The 

changes  which  it  was  found  to  have  internal   surface  of  the  pericajrdinm, 

undergone  in  consequence  of  acute  in-  both  where  it  constitutes  the  containing 

flammation  were   not  once  suspected  pouch,  ana  where  it  is  reflected  upon 

during  the  life  of  the  patient.    The  the  heart,  was  covered  in  various  places 

particulars  of  this  case  may  be  found  with  a  thin  layer  of  lymph,  having  a 

recorded  at  length    in    the    seventh  reticulated  appearance.    The  heart It- 

volume    of    tlie    Medico-Chirurdcal  self  was  natural  in  point  of  siie,  but 

Transactions,  by  Mr.  Stanley.     The  upon  cutting  into    its  substance  the 


April  the  26th,  after  having  visited  one  separable,  and  readily  crushed  between 

of  his  relations.    Next  morning,  Sun-  the  finger  and  thumb.     On  loorikiqg 

day.  April  the  21st,  he  was  brought  attentively  at  the  cut  surface  of  the  vea. 

to  the  mfirmary  of  the  establishment  tricles  numerous  small  cells  ftill  of  daA- 

extremely  ill.     The    symptoms  were  coloured  pus  were  visible  in  distinct 

those  of  general  acute  fever  j  the  skin  points    among    the    muscular    fibrva. 

was  hot;  the  pulse  was  quick;    the  Some    of  these  points   of   pus  woe 

tongue  was  dry,  &c.    On  Monday  the  situated  deeply  near  the  cavities;  others 

fever  had  increased  in  intensity.    The  lay  more  superficially,  so  as  even  to 

only  pain  complained  of,  however,  was  raise  the  reflected  pericardium.    The 

in  the  left  thigh  and  knee,  and  had  muscular  fibres  of  the  auricles  wett 

ceased  before  night.    In  the  afternoon  likewise  soft  and  dark  coloured,  but 


HEART,  GREAT  VESSELS,  AND  CIRCULATING  FLUID.  129 

they  (lid  not  appear  to  contain  any  with  the  character  presented  by  the 

purulent  points.  The  endocardium  was  action  of  the  heArt.    The  respiration 

judged  to   be  healthy,  as    were  the  would  be  accelerated,  but  not  other* 

valves,  save  that  the  vascular  ramifi-  wise  peculiarly  affected,   unless  con- 

cations  upon  these  parts  were  more  dis-  gestion  of  the  lungs  were  superinduced, 

t in ct  than  usual.  The  alimentary  canal,  save  in  connexion 

This  case  is  frequently  referred  to  in  with  the  general  pyrexia,  would  not 
works  on  diseases  of  the  heart ;  but,  be  affected.  The  extremities  would 
strange  to  say,  it  is  seldom  quoted  be  cold;  the  expression  of  countenance, 
correctly.  Dr.  Latham,  for  instance,  ns  in  heart  diseases  of  the  gravest  kind^ 
citing  it  as  a  case  of  disease  of  the  would  be  that  of  great  distress.  The 
heart  simulating  disease  of  the  brain,  functions  of  the  brain  and  nervous 
says,  **  not  a  vestige  of  disease  was  system  would  appear  occasionally  to 
found  within  the  cranium."  But  I  have  be  very  seriously  implicated  in  carditis } 
quoted  immediately  from  the  reporter,  delirium,  convulsions,  and  coma,  have 
and  shown  that  he  speaks  of  conges-  been  indicated  as  frequent  symtAthetic 
tion  of  the  brain,  and  of  an  ebumeous  consequences  of  the  disease.  Carditis 
state  of  the  skull,  with  obliteration  of  would,  in  fact,  appear  occasionally  to 
the  diploe  and  sutures ;  a  state  which  have  existed,  and  even  gone  on  to  a 
very  certainly  cannot  be  called  healthy  fatal  termination,  altogether  unsus- 
in  a  boy  of  12  vears  of  age.  Neither  pected,  because  of  the  severity  of  the 
is  there  generally  any  mention  made  of  symptoms  referable  to  implication  of 
the  evidences  of  inflammation  of  the  the  brain.  Both  M.  Andral  and  Dr. 
pericardium  which  were  discovered;  Latham  have  given  cases  of  fatal 
the  case  after  all  was  not  one  of  pure  cardiac  and  pericardiac  disease,  where 
carditis,  but  of  carditis  complicated  as  durine  life  tne  symptoms  were  all  re- 
usual  with  pericarditis.  ferrca  to  the  centre  of  the  nervous,  not 

In  discussing  the  sym])toms  of  car-  of  the  circulating  system  ;  and  in  a  re- 

ditis,  we  are  reduced  to  indicate  phe-  markable    instance,    w  Inch    I    have 

nomcna  which  from  analogy  we  should  quoted  after  the  report  of  Mr.  Stanley^ 

anticipate,  rather  than  able  to  speak  of  tne  same  circumstance  occurred.    In 

any  which  have beenpositively  observed,  one  of  M.  Andral's  cases   there  waa 

Where  the  attack  is  slight,  it  is  pre-  delirium,    general    convulsive    move- 

sumed  that  there  would  be  pain  of  ments,  and  twitchings  of  the  tendons, 

greater  or  less  severity,  and  in    all  for  three  days  ;  on  tne  fourth  day  the 

probability  occurring  suddenly  in  the  delirium   ceased,  but  the    convulsive 

region  of  the  heart ;  disturbance  in  the  motions  continued,  and  the  arms  were 

action  of  the  heart,  at  first  violent,  but  from  time  to  time  thrown  into  a  state 

speedily  becoming  feeble,  (for  the  in-  of  positive  tetanic  spasm.    On  the  fifth 

variable  and  very  rapid  effect  of  in-  day  the  delirium   returned,  and    the 

flammation  affecting^  the  muscular  sub-  upper   extremities  became    paralytic, 

stance  is  to  paralyse  it),  and  as  in  all  in-  Tne  patient  then  fell  into  a  comatose 

llammatory  diseases,  the  symptoms  of  state,  and  died.    On  dissection  neither 

general    fever.      The    attack    bein^  the  brain  nor  the  spinal  marrow,  nor 

graver  in  its  character  would  be  marked  the  membranes,  presented  the  slightest 

by  the  occurrence  of  pain  of  a  severer  trace    of  disease  ;    neither  did    any 

description,    of    an    oppressive    and  other  organ  of  the  body,  except  the 

stringent  kind,  referred  to  the  heart ;  heart,  show  evidences  of  having  been 

by  violent  palpitation,  tumultuous  and  the  seat  of  morbid  action.    Upon  the 

irre^lar  action  of  the  heart,  accom-  surface  of  the  pericardium,  however^i 

panied  by  a  sense  of  anguish,  of  alarm,  there  was  a  copious  deposit  of  lymph, 

and  of  imminent  dissolution.  I  cannot  and  into  its  sac  an  effusion  of  serous  fl  uid. 

imagine    that   any   peculiar   bellows  So  also  in  a  case  of  acute  rheumatism, 

sound    need   necessarily    accompany  which    was   under  the   care    of  Dr« 

the  disordered  action  of  the  heart  in  Latham,  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 

simple  carditis.  The  pulse  at  the  wrist  the  whole  force  of  the  treatment  was 

under  such  circumstances  can  only  be  directed  to  the  head,  under  the  impres- 

expected  to  have  volume  and  power  in  sion  that  the  brain  was  inflamed,  the 

the  very  beginning  of  the  attack ;  it  symptoms  being  those  that  usually 

would  soon  become  small  and  flatter-  accompany   and    proclaim   phrenitis. 

ing,and  be  unrhythmical,  in  accordance  Upon  dissection,  however,  tne  bmti 

801.— XXXII,  ^ 
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and  its  coverings  were  found  in  a  per-  uf  the  heart,  and  cspeciaUy  its  lining 

fectly  healthy  state ;  but  in  the  peri-  membrane,  and  stains  the  entire  orgu 

cardlum.  towtirds  which  there  had  been  of  a  deep  red  colour.     In  such  eiieom- 

no  >ymptom  to  direct  suspicion,  un-  stances  there  is  simple  dyeing  of  the 

equivocal  marks  of  recent  and  acute  textures;    the   blood  is  obviooilj  not 

inflammation  were  discovered.  included  within  the  delicate  Teneb; 

For  my  own  i^art  I  always  hear  of  the  redness  is  uniformly  difibaedvorit 

such    cases  as  those  just  referred  to  occurs  in  marbled  stains.      There  h 

with  retrret.  especially  where  they  are  this  difference  also  in  the  charactenof 

dwelt   upon   as  matters    of   mystery,  the  redness  induced  by  inflammatioo, 

According  to  my  interpretation,  they  and  that  which  resaltsfrom  sangnineoai 

are.  in  the  great  majority  of  instances,  penetration,  that,  when  it  is  due  to  the 

but  evidences  of  our  carelessness  or  of  former,  the  shade  of  colour  is  luifbnn, 

our  want  of  accurate  knowlede^e.    Pro-  when  to  the  latter,  the  tint  is  nsnslly 

K-tbly  the  bloo^l  bein^  irregularly  dis-  notably  darker  or  browner  on  the  right 

tributed  to  the  brain  in  such  circum-  than  on  the  left  side  of    the  heart. 

stances,  its  functions  are  interfered  with:  Farther,  inflammation  of  the  moscvlir 

the  sen:inel.  iviin.  goes  to  sleep,  and  tissue  that  has  continued  even  for  s 

gives  no  information  of   the   enemy  very    short    time    is     attended    with 

that  is  kr.ocking  at  the  gates,  and  then  softening,  first  in  points  and  then  moie 

w^o  are  lot':  in  a  state  of  delusive  security  extensively :   the  fibres  disappear,  and 

as  to  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  case  are  resolved  into  a  kind  of  gelatinous 

Ik^foTv  us.  a  ^ecuriIT  which  more  careful  pulp  of  a  dark  red  colour  ;  by  and  by, 

examir.a::onwouli  almost  certainly  dis-  purulent  matter  is  produced.     If  we 

si{'t;e.  We  arx?  nv>w  generally  aware  of  find  the  substance  of  the  heart  preter- 

ti:o  ::e.*(  !^>::y  unier  which  we  lie  of  ex-  naturally  red  and  soft  at  the  same  time, 

rouinir.t:  c%.\  :he  orgtins  in  every  case  of  wiihor.t  any  trace  of  commencing  de- 

d:>^.^<i.\    Wc  do  no;  at  present  com-  com|x^:'ion.  we  should  be  warranted 

m.^r/.y  c^rrr.ir.z  our>e;vo>  by  ixj  ".crlr.i:  in  ascribing  the  change  to  antecedent 

the  f  u.M-^ ..:  the  ^  ri*: :  vk  c  a.l>o  r.^-.^iniiin  in«.4mmA:ion. 

the  f'.^r.c  ii  :':.;  hear:,  a:c.     W^re  :hi>  The  ca::ses  of  carditis  are  obscure; 

I'iTa  •:: :  cr  :  i^  l  <■  t o  i '. .*  w  t-.i : r. v :, r\  lil  1  y .  > -.-.c '::  : ::  .>> e  ;i: .1 :  have  been  most  insisted  on 

.\:-..*r.:v"..'.:>  cA-if-i  .;>  :h'.>*o  1   i-.^vc  ;.:>:  c:  *..i:e  yL^r*  rj-e  «uch  as  are  acknow- 

r«:UTr.\\  to  \^o.."..:  ci^rtainA  .v. /.r  r/..\rc  '.i.".^-:  fAvou'-.^bji   :o  the  development 

x:\u\\  il;.»u  :l'.j>  *lo.     V.:V»:>uv.\  twir.jv:  cf  :;.i ^::::^:i*:u  in   the  muscular  and 

taki' \»l;ii  .mmJo  ilu' jNiu-.\r\hr.m  \\iilv.:i  f.Vr.  .;>     fy-i'.riu*     Cfnerally.       Intem- 

i\\c  l.»t"(  !»•  inK  iM.»i  l:nmi".i  \»\  tnu-.jr.n .'».  ^xt.v.ci  v,:':he  us?  cVspiiituons  liquon 

oal   ^»!i\-.«i:il   Mf;ii- .    r.nriiilU   ltv»kf.l  mvp.is  -..^  .-r:.iisp.'tfe  to  caiditis  as  well 

I'iM.  11   wtll  ttiiiiinh  !»•   •li-..'.»M'iv.l  r.i  ;-.s  :o  \;.r".^\:<  o:r.tr  acute  and  passive 

rMMiii*"  III  «I«J.  Ii  ii  lifiiip.M%    whM  th>t\\5<s.':*:r.:  c:rc:i':i!ing«ysiem.     oi- 

1^1 1  ••lioiiiiiit  liiiiifj  ••III  ill!  1 :4-.i^  lu^i  j;.;v.K"  AiTiVi-.i-ys  of  \v.ri>r  Other  of  the 

i|ti.ii.il,  III  ilii.  Hi.i  hiftiiiiii . .  iliri,  r.Mv.  |vi;:%  of  :''.\:  V.CAr:^:is  valves,  its  ori- 

iMtf:iii  ii«  li<i«i.  I I  it.Miiiwil  cii  CI  laii'i  (\*\%— v;\:v.  .Si'.v.-^  :.^  I'Tvdispose,   in   a 

|m'«|imI  m:iA<\'^  .iiCTV'f.  ;*>  ar-te  i&nammatoiy 

Till.  (i|iiiiiiiii |iii  .••  Mil  it  lit   ihi'  .-»rt».".\.»''.s  x^f  :is  s*.:listance   and   thev 

lir-fill     Iti    liit<il    •■■ti-i>t   III     >»i-i|lf    i(itihik» 
hfM  *•    !<••■••    I*<   •••MMi-  •••III  iiiilli  limit  il    \\i 

tl iiiini  -  III- 1«  l».t'*  I'll  11  |,i«iii  t'f    ii«  ui.  .\;v»v/.  V.\  ..V..'.  Vt. 

•  Il" i-mIiIi^  Im  ..  I-i- ♦•f|iMj,  iii •  itii.i»  \i  u;.' »■  .■-,•.•.■.*'.:;>  ;*  a  most  dangcnm. 

ltMi>|.u^.t       i»  •» Mi-.tu.^i    kihii    i-i.-i-.a-.i  \i  \s.  *';uArs  a  fatal  Siscaio 

qM|li.Hlii(r    "It     •  ♦     •        *'    *•"-    |-..lli.  f,.4.'  »i||.  n     u     iVn  i:TV           tbc     ptOgn< 


iii|>(i.tv --\i  >.:.->.  I  >h..li  have  «<"i*msiDti 


mimmI- ..||,M-    *  ij;    ..I  •!.}'..■  .1  ...III..    lU.  i»(.ti»  »/.\:ini.Vi\ -.iv.fikvxjiorable.  The 
it(ilMMMir"i>  ;■    ■  «<    ""1*   '<"    II.  ..•.  ..I..1    .lull,  uin  oi  .' i- J f ■.-;•. .*.i  :]Sc  disease  may 

■llllt-dltf--  I      ll-         I  .(       ...       -i      1^.        tl>>«   •  ti...lllk         I..         .   .«    SN^^   .r.1        t><        *tAJUmm.^     


MM 

|.|l|ii^   Il  -      •      I-     $f 


•'  ',    *  •*"   ' ».-iii»    t.»    .o.^-v.^^i  A*  adding  vciy 

I"  I •'■       ..."',''     '    "■  :''    ■"•.»-.i  ",.:.  ..j^v.:.;*  ^(nainly  runs 


•v"**  '*            I!      j'     .  1     .|      *   '  "          *•••»•.  ».t.^.  .,*  of  si«- i:;r  fvudids  mmt 

>•••''**  r        I  ■     I     '  '1   *  ♦M^'^'"' ^  ^Ji J  *3T  called  anti- 

!♦♦   '   '  ■  ,' .,                     il'.fi.u    !»»».. |-..,.>  ,^f   Oie  strictest 

■  ,».|.;ii  '               •                                               '''■■■!         ^^  .    |,«|U.    m    ir-  1  T  Vi  -ir  n  —i  ■!!■  iihI 


I'""'*'        '       •  J  M  .1     ^.  ,,.,j^,  |v*iKr.ji»hos<medieal 
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advisciv  alanned  by  the  smallness  and  hopes,  however,  that  some  of  my  pro- 
want  of  rhythm  in  the  pulse,  neglects  fessional  brethren  would,  ere  this,  not 
venesection  in  the  earliest  period  of  the  only  have  given  the  remedy  a  fair  and 
disease!  If  this  £atal  error  be  com-  proper  trial,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
mitted,  all  else  will  be  in  vain.  Blood-  have  been  induced  to  make  the  result  of 
letting  is  the  only  means  that  can  be  that  trial  public;  for  it  was  in  this  hope 
relied  on,  the  only  remedy  competent  and  expectation  that  I  published  tne 
to  cut  short  so  formidable  a  disease  as  work  in  question.  Being  disappointed, 
carditis,  whether  its  immediate  ten-  however,  in  this  respect,  and  having 
dencT,  or  its  consequences,  should  it  received  several  private  communica- 
not  destroy  the  patient  at  once,  be  con-  tions  on  the  subject,  I  have  selected 
sidered.  General  blood-letting,  then,  the  following  case,  from  among  several 
in  the  first  instance,  followed  by  local  others,  thinking  that  it  mav  not  be 
depletion,  each  repeated  a^in  and  uninteresting  to  the  readers  of  the  Ms- 
again  in  proportion  to  the  violence  of  dical  Gazette.  The  particulars  were 
the  symptoms  rather  than  the  estimated  forwarded  me  a  short  time  since  from 
strength  of  the  patient,  is  what  we  Barcelona,  where  my  work  is  about  to 
have  to  rely  npon  for  the  cure  of  in-  be  published  in  Spanish,  Dr.  Fritz  be- 
flammation  of  the  heart.  Along  with  ing  now  engaged  in  translating  the 
this  powerful  means  it  is  at  the  same  same. 

time  proper  to  call  in  the  depress-  The  writer  is  an  English  gentleman, 
ing  enects  of  antimony  and  opium,  who,  having  experienced  an  attack  of 
or  digitalis,  and,  farther,  to  use  gout  last  spring,  wrote  to  me  for  direc* 
every  effort  to  get  the  system  under  tions  respecting  his  own  case,  and  sub- 
the  specific  influence  of  mercury,  ad-  sequently  for  that  the  history  of  which 
ministered  by  the  mouth  and  by  inunc-  I  am  about  to  relate, 
tion  simultaneously.  The  patient  After  speaking  of  the  satisfactory 
should  of  course  be  kept  in  a  state  of  state  of  his  own  health,  the  writer  thus 
the  most  perfect  quietude,  and  allowed  continues: — *'You  must  know,  then, 
nothing  but  a  little  cold  or  iced  drink  that  vour  remedv  appears  to  have  ef- 
to  quench  thirst  and  allay  excitement,  fectea  a  radical  cure  in  the  patient, 
[To  be  continued.]  who  has  been  under  our  care  since  last 
_ June.     It  is  such  a  striking  case  of  the 

EFFICACY  OF  CARBONIC  ACID  GAS    success  of  your  teeatment,  that  it  really 
IN  GOUT  deserves  to  be  added  to  the  work ;  and 

ixN  uu      .  J  ,™gj  y^^  much  that  I  am  so  little 

7b  the  Sdiiar  qfike  Medical  Gaiette.  q«?Efied  to  draw  up  a  report  for  that 

^  object    I  could,  however,  get  some- 

SiR,  thing  like  a  deposition  from  the  pa- 
In  a  work  that  I  recently  published,  tien^  attested  by  respectable  witnesses, 
with  the  express  object  of  recommend-  i^  such  a  document  could  be  of  any 
ing  a  particular  remedy  for  the  cure  of  service  in  making  known  the  wonder- 
that  intractable  and  painful  malady,  ful  eSsct  of  carbonic  acid  gas, 
gout,  it  was  stated  that,  as  fer  as  my  "The  person  in  question  (a  Spaniard^ 
experience  went,  the  remedy  in  ques-  is  about  40  years  of  age,  and  has  suf- 
tion— carbonic  acid  gas — shortened  the  fered  very  severely  for  about  fifteen 
paroxysms,  and  lengthened  the  inter-  years  with  three  or  four  attacks  every 
vals  of  the  attacks,  to  a  greater  extent  year  of  the  most  severe  kind;  the  dis- 
than  any  other  with  which  I  was  ac-  ease  generally  commencing  in  the 
quainted;  so  that  attacks,  which  before  hands  or  feet,  and  extending  itself  to 
lasted  two  or  three  months,  were  re-  the  elbows,  knees,  shoulders,  &c. ;  and 
duced  in  the  end,  and  after  the  lapse  of  on  one  occasion  to  the  testes.  He  de- 
some  years,  to  as  many  weeks  or  days ;  scribes  the  agonies  he  used  to  sufier  as 
while  the  disease  itself,  instead  of  re-  so  great,  that  he  has  frequently  called 
turning  twice  or  three  times  every  on  those  about  him  to  put  an  end  to 
year,  was  only  experienced  every  se-  his  existence.  His  fingers  are  dis- 
cond,  third,  or  fourtn  year.  Two  cases  torted  and  crooked;  and,  in  short, 
only  were  then  given  as  illustrative  of  although  it  may  be  an  improper  re-, 
ito  efiicacjr ;  one  shewing  the  effect  of  mark  on  such  a  serious  subject,  he' 
the  medicine  during  the  paroxysm,  and  went  by  the  nick -name  of  <Com'- 
the  other  its  ultimate  result.    I  was  in  mander  of  the  Gou^  Legion.' 
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"  The  draughts  (efTeircscing)  were  induced,  therefore,  to  ascribe  the  dif- 
administcrcd  to  him,  in  the  nrst  in-  ference  to  a  circumstance  that  has  Leva 
stance,  at  the  onset  of  an  attack  in  the  before  dwelt  upon  by  me^  viz.  that  in 
right  hand,  brought  on,  as  he  supposed,  Spain  many  diseases  are  milder  and 
by  a  fit  of  passion  the  preceding  day.  less  complicated  than  in  this  country*. 
Trie  inflammation  subsequently  reached  Not  that  I  concnr  in  the  opinion  ex- 
the  elbow,  but  went  no  further.  He  pressed  by  the  narrator  of  the  present 
complained,  however,  of  the  pain  this  case,  that  a  radical  cure  has  been  el^ 
time  being  even  greater,  if  possible,  fected,  if,  by  radical  cure,  be  meant  i 
than  he  had  ever  suffered ;  and,  beinjg  total  exemption  in  future  from  attacks 
an  imiorant  man,  had  got  it  into  his  of  the  disease.  Such  a  resnlt  ought 
head  that  it  was  owing  to  the  disease  not,  and  cannot  be  expected ;  for  if  the 
not  bein^  able  to  spread  as  usual,  by  remedy  in  question  acts  only,  as  I  pre- 
which  all  its  malignity  was  concen-  sume,  by  removing  the  cause — no  mat- 
trated  in  one  spot.  1  made  him  take  ter  what  that  cause  is,  whether  external 
the  draughts  every  three  hours,  sup-  or  internal — the  individual  mast  alwap 
plying  him  out  of  my  own  stock  of  be  liable  to  be  a|^in  brought  under  its 
Frencii  soda,  not  trusting  to  the  Spa-  injurious  operation,  the  same  as  before 
nish,  which,  you  know,  is  inferior.  In  the  first  attack  of  the  disease.  If,  how- 
three  days  he  came  round,  the  violence  ever,  gout  be  produced,  as  I  infer,  from 
of  the  pain  and  inflammation  having  the  presence  of  a  morbid  matter  in  the 
entirely  subsided ;  after  which  he  only  blocd ;  and  if,  as  I  still  further  oon- 
took  the  draughts  three  times  a-day,  dude,  we  possess  an  agent  capable  of 
until  all  symptoms  of  the  attack  had  combining  with  it,  and  rendering  it 
disappeared.  innocuous,  all  that  we  require  is  a  cer- 

"  After  this  he  continued  nuite  free  tain  amount  of  time,  (varying,  of  coarse, 
from  the  disease  for  three  months,  when  accordinc^  to  the  severity  of  the  disease), 
symptoms  of  another  attack  were  felt ;  and  the  duration  of  the  attack  and  re- 
but, full  of  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  the  covery  of  the  patient,  instead  of  de- 
remedy,  he  passed  the  first  or  better  pending,  as  heretofore,  on  the  eflbrts  of 
part  of  the  night  in  taking  a  draught  nature,  or  the  as  uncertain  efibrts  of 
every  two  hours,  or  even  more  ire-  art,  may  tlien  be  calculated  on  with 
qucntly,  till  at  last  sleep  overcame  him ;  something  like  a  certainty  ;  while  the 
and  when  he  awoke  late  in  the  morn-  attacks  themselves,  instead  of  continu- 
ing every  symptom  had  disappeared,  ing  for  months,  and  returning  two  or 
and  he  found  himself  as  if  he  had  been  three  times  every  year,  will  only  be 
dreaming,  and  quite  well.  From  that  cxix^rienccd  once  in  two  or  three  years, 
time  down  to  the  present  day  (now  five  and  then  only  continue  for  a  few  days 
months),  he  has  had  no  signs  whatever  or  weeks.  I,  of  course,  except  those 
of  the  distemper.  cases,    too  frequent,  alas !   in    which 

"  It  is  right  to  state  that,  in  addition  structural   or  organic   altemtion    has 

to  the  effervescing  draughts,  I  advised  taken  place  in  any  vital  or  important 

the  patient,  as  soon  as  tne  intensity  of  organ,  produced  not  only  by  the  inju- 

the  attack  had  subsided,  and  the  in-  rious  but  the  long-continuea  operation 

flammation  had  partially  disappeared,  of  a  cause,  that  the  science  of  mediciiie 

to  take  a  few  grains  of  blue  piU  every  has  hitherto  been  unable  to  remove 

other  night,  and  in  the  morning  an  with  certainty  and  with  safety, 

electuary,  comi)08ed  of  sulphur   and  Trusting  that  the  history  of  the  pre- 

magnesia— a  prescription  I  have  found  ceding  case  will  prove  interesting  to 

to  suit  the  irritable  and  weak  bowels  of  the  readers  of  the  Medical  Gazxttb, 

gouty  subjects  better  than  most  others,  and  that  the  result  of  the  treatment 

When  tlie  latter  combination  was  not  may  induce  some  of  your  numeroos 

found  sufficient,  an  aloetic  preparation  subscribers  to  give  the  remedy  in  quea- 

was  recommended  to  be  added  to  the  tion  a  fair  trial,  I  have  only  to  add 

blue  pill,  and  a  slight  aromatic  tonic  that,  whatever  the  result  of  the  trial 

during  convalescence."  may  be,  it  will,  I  hope,  be  made  pnb- 

In  closing  these  remarks  I  am  bound  lie ;  not  for  my  satisfaction,  bat  for 

to  add,  that  the  result  obtained  in  so  that  of  a  large  class  of  sufiferers  who^ 

old  and  severe  a  case  would  appear  to 

^i/^u  ^^^^  ^^^^'  ^*^'?  ^     II  "^"  *  Vide  Lancet,  May  12, 1838 :  On  the  State  Of 

self  hitherto  experienced;  and  I  am  Medicine  in  spun. 
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nt  present,  are  too  generally  Boeptical  of  morphine^  and  was  repeated  every 

of  the  efforts  of  art  in  the  cure  of  their  half  hour  until  nine  had  been  given, 

complaint.— I  am,  sir,  and  they  were  all  retained.   Thus  gr.  v. 

Your  obedient  servant,  of  morphia  were  taken  into  the  sto- 

J.  Parkin.  mach,  and  an  equivalent  to  gr.  xvj. 

18,  Dover  Street,  April  3, 1S4S.  and  a  fraction  passed  into  the  rectum, 

without  the  sligntest  alleviation  to  her 

SFVFRF    APTFR  PATN<5   TOT  T  ow  ^^^ful  agouy,  the  pains  continuing 

SEVERE    AFTER-PAINS    FOLLOW-  ^  obsUnate  as  before.    Laying  aside 

ING  LABOUR,  other  remedies,  I  now  covered  tne  en- 

TBEATRD  SUCCESSFULLY  BT  BBLLADONirA  tlrc  hypogastric  rcgiou  with  a  bella^ 

PLASTB&s.  donna  plaster,  made  by  spreading  the 
extract  thickly  upon  linen,  and  waited 

Jb  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  f^^  ^^V^^    ^^  "^  hour  and  a  quarter 

,x  Q  inc  ji.uuur  uj  »nc  xnvu«<;iM  urcwc»»c.  ^^  paius  wcrc  much  diminished  in 

Sir,  violence,  occurred  at  longer  intervals, 

Should  the  following  case  be  deemed  and  finally  altogether  ceased  j  but  she 

sufficiently  interesting,  its  insertion  in  complained  of  a  prickling  sensation 

your  columns  will  oblige,  sir,  over   the  body,   especially  the   face. 

Your  obedient  servant,  across  which  she  rwidly,  apparently 

Robert  Nixon.  involuntarily,  passea  her  hand.    The 

Wigton,  April  1,  is«s.  ({laster  was  now  removed,  and  some 

««      Ti         jfK»      1  J     *     !*•    X  J  time  afterwards  she  complained  of  the 

Mrs.  B.,aged28,  a  lady  of  cultivated  ^oseness  of  the  apartment,  and  was 

and  lively  turn   of  mind,    but  of  a  ^^^  ^^  ^^  y^  iajme^     Suddenly  she 

marked  leucophlegmatic  temperament,  ^^^^^^^       -^  ^^  gasping  and  shiver- 

and  who  had   experienced   a  severe  ing  most  violenUy.    A  wine-glassful  of 

hysteric  seizure,   the  consequence  ^  of  y^^^^    ^^^  ^^^  happening  to  be  at 

prolonged  uterine  hiemorrhage  during  hand,  she  drank  it  with  difficulty  and 

a  former  puerperal  confinement,  was  ^         ^^  breaking  the  glass  from  spas- 

Vl^i??'"r^2      *^?^*H?,^^^''l??!''^'*'  moSc  action  of  the  muscles  of  the 

1842,  of  her  third  child,  which  was  j^^g  ^^  ^^^      ^^^1^^  friction  was 

born  wi  h  comparatively  tnflmg  suflTer-  ^    ^^^  „^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^e  hands  and 

ing.    The  placenta  came  away  spon-  f^t,  which  were  still  cold;  a  few  tea- 

taneously,  and  all  went  on  favourably  spoonfuls  of  very  strong  coffee  having 

until  the  morning  of  the  29th,  when  ^^     •^         .^  ^^out  twenty  miriut^ 

the  after-nams  which  had  previously  ehe  expressed  herself  better,  and  quieUy 

been  slight  and  not  frequent,  became  laid  down  in  bed,  when  gentle  persmra- 

80  distressing,  that  a  table-spoonful  of  ^.^^  ^^^         ^^^  ^  J  saceeedel  by 

the   following   mixture    was    ordered  ^^^  fours'  sleep.    She  awoke  in  the 

every  half-hour  till  relieved.  morning  much  refreshed ;  but  during 

9,  Solution.  MorphiB(equal  to  Laudanum)  the  day  there  was  a  return  of  the  after- 

5iY. ;  Aquas  DcstiUatie,  ^iiias.  paing^  which,  towards  night,  became 

Nine  hours  elapsed  ere  I  could  asain  more  severe.    Bladders,  partially  filled 

visit  my  patient ;  and  notwithstanding  with  hot  water,  were  applied  over  the 

that  the  morphia  had  been  persevered  womb  for  about  two  hours,  when  they 

in,  the  lady's  pains  were  much  in-  were  gradually  mitigated,  but  recurred 

creased.    Tossing  in  bed,  she  caught  at  intervals  for  several  days  afterwards, 

at  every  thing  for  a  fixed  point  to  Slight  hecmorrhage  was  observed  after 

cling  by;  her  moanings  were  heart-  the  application  of  hot  water,  which 

ren£n^ ;    her    countenance   anxious,  continued  about  a  week,  and  materially 

and  inoicative  of  jpreat  suffering ;  the  contributed  to  reduce  the  sufferer,  who, 

pulse,   naturally  teeble,  was  hurried  however,   was    convalescent   in   four 

and  thready,  and  the  extremities  were  weeks, 
cold.    Some  hot  brandy  and  water  was 

^ven  $  friction,  hot  water,  and  stock-        Remarks. — It  may  be  asked,  why 

ings  filled  with  heated  salt,  were  ap-  not  have  had  recourse  to  the  applica- 

plied  to  the  legs  and  feet.    A  starch  tion    of   hot  fomentations  when  the 

enema  was  substituted  for  the  anodyne  failure  of  morphia  was  clearly  ascer* 

mixture,    containing   a    tea-spoonful  tained?    The  dread  of  inducing  hs- 

(5is8.)  each  of  laudanum  and  solution  monrhage,  the  effects  of  ^hvoJ^  Vai^ 
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nearly  proved  fatal  to  the  lady  during  tense  sufTering  of  the  patientt  wliieh  I 
H  previous  delivery,  alone  deterred  me.  never  can  forget,  and  from  the  •pecn- 
Tnc  result  of  the  experiment  made  in  lation  they  excited  in  my  own  muid  ii 
the  present  instance,  when  a  relapse  reference  to  their  probable  canse,  suffi- 
occurred,  sufficiently  points  out  the  ciently  imprinted  there  to  enable  me 
danger  of  such  a  procedure.  With  the  to  dve  a  true  though  brief  tketch. 
concurrence  of  my  experienced  friend,  I  think  it  better  to  divide  my  de- 
Dr.  Rigg,  of  Woodrow,  I  was  induced  scription  of  the  case  into  three  parts ; 
to  follow  up  the  exhibition  of  morphine  not  that  such  a  division  is  warranted 
and  laudanum  until  21  grains  of  the  b^  any  chanee  in  the  character  of  the 
salt  were  administered,  as  already  de-  disease  itself,  which  is  nnifbrm  and 
tailed,  without4hc  slightest  manifesta-  progressive,  but  because,  in  proportka 
tion  of  change,  the  intensity  of  the  as  it  advanced,  it  encroachea  upon  im- 
pains  being  in  no  degree  abated.  The  portant  organs,  and  thereby  impressed 
relief  affonlcd  by  the  applicalion  of  the  aspect  of  the  case  with  new  fes- 
belladonna  was  very  deciaed,  and  con-  tures  and  distinct  points  of  interest. 
trasted  strongly  with  the  inadec^uate  M.  L.,  male,  st.  45,  with  dark  hair, 
powers  of  opium  and  its  preparations,  pale  complexion  ;  of  square  build,  niQ»- 
Indeed,  the  marked  success  witnessed  cular,  with  well -developed  cheat,  and 
in  this  instance,  without  presuming  too  always  having  enioyea  good  health, 
much  upon  an  individual  case,  war-  was  attacked,  in  the  year  1838,  with 
rants  me  in  recommending  a  further  severe  intercostal  neuralgic  pain  of  the 
trial  of  it  by  the  profession,  believing  right  side.  This  was  consioered  to  be 
it  may  become  a  powerful  auxiliary  in  rheumatic,  and  was  treated  accord- 
the  treatment  of  this  extraordinary  ingly,  with  apparent  benefit.  The  pa- 
kind  of  after-pain,  fortunately  not  often  tient  had  many  relapses  of  the  p»?n, 
met  with  in  tnese  latitudes.  but  bein^  mucn  exposed  to  draughts, 

What  is  the  pntholoffical  condition  and  the  damp  atmosphere  of  a  chUly 

of  the  uterus,  which  either  completely  season,  no  surprise  was  occasioned. 

nullifies  the  ejects  of  poisonous  doses  In  this  first  division  of  the  case,  the 

of  morphia,  or  apparently  in  precisely  nerves  only  were  embarrassed.     In  the 

similar  circumstances  allows  this  organ  second  the  respiration  and  circulatioa 

to  be  brotight  under  its  immediate  con-  became  affected ;  for  there  were  cough, 

trol  by  very  minute  quantities  ?  dyspnoea,  rapid  pulse,  and  hebmoptyiSs; 

the  physical  signs  elicited  being  par- 

NoTE.— I  may  mention  the  solution  tial  suppression  of  the  respiratory  mnv- 
nf  morphia  was  prepared  from  the  mur,  and  dulness  of  sound  on  percns- 
muriatc  manufactured  by  Mr.  M'Far-  sion.  At  this  period  the  opinion  of  the 
lane,  of  Edinburgh.  late  Dr.  Thomas  Davies  was  sought, 
which,  though  not  explicitly  conveyed 

INTRA-THORACIC  TUMOR.  If.  ""^^  '  i^'f^^^'  from  the  cliaractcr  of 
his  prescription,    and  the  tenor  of  his 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  directions  to  the  patient,  that  expe- 
^  neneed  physician  considered  the  case 
^^*  ,  one  of  tubercular  degeneration  or  har- 
As  the  subiect  of  intra-thoracic  cancer  dening  of  the  lung, 
affords  at  the  present  time  an  interest  In  the  third  stage  the  pain  and  cough 
to  your  readers,  from  a  case  lately  re-  were  almost  ceaseless,  and  the  hemop- 
latcd  by  Dr.  Maclachlan,  allow  me  to  tvsis  more  frequent  and  abundant. 
offer  you  some  account  of  a  similar  in-  The  right  side  of  the  chest  was  en- 
stance  of  that  disease— no  less  terrible  largcd,  distended,  and  immoveable. 
to  the  patient,  than,  when  observed  for  The  respiratory  murmur,  last  heard 
the  first  lime,  it  is  puziling  to  the  about  the  scapular  region,  could  now 
practitioner.  nowhere  be  detected.    The  sternal  re- 

Having  mislaid  my  notes,  made  dur-  gion  was  insonorous,  as  also  was  the 

ing  the  progress  of  the  case,  I  am  under  subclavicular  region  of  the  l^  side. 

the  necessity  of  writing  from  memory  ;  The  apex  of  the  heart  was  observed 

and  although,  from  this  circumstance,  pulsating  two  inches  to  the  left  of  its 

I  cannot  undertake  a  very  particular  original  position,  and  the  edge  of  the 

descnption  of  tlie  advent  and  march  of  liver  was  felt  some  distance  below  the 

the  symptoms,  these  are,  from  the  in-  costal  margin.     There    was   genenl 
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venous  congestion,  marked  hj  a  livid  repealed  not  only  Acts  of  Parliament, 
surface,  distended  jugulars,  immense  but  human  nature  itself, 
heemorrhoids,  and  anasarca,  more  espe- 
cially of  the  face  and  upper  extremiUes.  Thus,  **  Section  7  enacts,  that  the 

The  patient  died  suflocated  in  about  license  shall  be  signed  by  tivo  or  more 

five  or  six  months  from  the  first  attack  Justices,  while  Section  ;)  says,  that  it 

of  neuralgic  pain.  shall  be  under  the  hands  and  seals  of 

Poii-moriemappearancei. — Thester-  three  or  more." 

mim  and  cartilages  of  the  ribs  having  ^^.    .               inconsistency  ;  but  to 

been  removed,  an  immense  tumor  was  *"«•"     *»  .,               .  .      -^  *          . 

exposed,  entirely  filling  up  the  right  show  how  easily  even  critics  may  err  m 

pleuritic  cavity,  both  mediastina,  and  amatterof  figures,  we  will  just  mention 

the  upper  third  of  the  right  pleuritic  that  two  pages  afterwards,  Dr.  Harty 

cavity      It  was  everywhere  firmly  aA-  ^j       j^  ^^^^  ^  1^^^^  September  20th, 

herent,  except  where  intruding  on  the  *^ 

left  side.    It  was  a  fine  specimen  of  1843. 

**  medullary   sarcoma,"  consisting   of  Again,  while  the  English  Act  ordains 
hard,  irrecjular,  scirrhous  portions  and  that  no  person  shall  be  received  into  a 
septa,  inclosing    lobulated  masses  of  Ucensed  house  without  a  written  order 
vanous  size,  and  of  brain-like  appear-  -        ,,                        j*       ^u         *•     *. 
ance  and  consistence.     It  must  We  ^^m  the  person  sending  the  patient, 
weighed  from  twelve  to  fifteen  pounds,  and  two  medical  certificates,  the  Irish 
On  removing  it  from  its  bed,  the  re-  Act  adds  the  words  *'  or  detained"  after 
mains  of  the  lung  were  found  adhering  «  received." 
to  the  posterior  wall  of  the  chest,  com-  ,^  .      /  .      ,     j    i_  1 1     xu  * 
pressed  to  the  exclusion  of  all  air,  and  ^^  *«  obviously  desh^ble  that  cer- 
about  one-third  of   an  inch  only  in  tificates  should  be  renewed  from  time 
thickness.     From  this  latter  circum-  to  time,  and  that  no  man  should  be  in- 
stance, and  from  its  apparently  com-  definitely  detained  on  the  strength  ot 

f  r ?:rto"%JX"trre  onrof  -  oU  certificate ;  bat  from  the  impe.- 

cancer  of  a  bronchial  gland.  fections   incident    to  Acts   passed  m 

Your  obedient  servant,  August,  a  hteral  compliance  with  the 

WiLLiNGTON  Clark.  requisitions  of  the  statute  is  impossible. 

Sutton,  Surrey,  April  13, 184S.  Thus  it  is  enacted  that  the  order  for 


the  detention  of  the  patient  shall  be 

.  MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  under  the  hands  of  the  person  by  whom 

Friday,  April  21,  IS^.  ^e  was  originally  sent;    whereas,  in 

„  many  cases,  the  original  applicant  has 

"  Ucet  omnibus,  Ucet  etiam  mihi,  dignitatem  gone   to  that  boume   from  which    no 

Artu  Mediea  tueri ;  potest**  modo  veniendi  in  signatures  can  be  sought, 

publicum  sit,  dicendi  periculura  non  recuse."  °                                    ° 

CicBBo.  We     Will     not     do     more     than 


mention    a    certain     Schedule    (H.) 

LUNATIC  ASYLUMS  IN  ENGLAND  rich  in  blunders  from  beginning  to 
AND  IRELAND.  end;  nor  will  we  insist  on  the 
Dr.  Harty,  on  jirhose  pamphlet  we  fact,  that  while  in  Ireland  the  pe- 
touched  a  few  weeks  ago,  is  fertile  in  nalties  imposed  by  the  Act  may  be 
objections  to  the  Act  passed  last  recovered  by  any  person  who  sues  for 
session  for  the  regulation  of  lunatic  them,  in  England  the  transgressor 
asylums  in  Ireland.  Many  of  his  cen-  is  protected  against  common  inter- 
sures  are  well  founded,  the  Act  having  lopers,  for  no  suit  can  be  brought  under 
been  so  hastily  passed  as  to  be  fre-  the  Act,  except  by  order  of  the  Com- 
quently  inconsistent  with  itself;  while  missioners,  or  Justices,  nor  can  penal- 
others  are  eminently  hypercritical,  and  ties  be  sued  for  except  by  the  Clerk  of 
could  scarcely  be  obviated,  unless  we  the  Commissioners,  or  the  Clerk  of  the 
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Peace.     Dr.  Harty  thinks  the  Irish  exaggeration ;  did  they  refuse  to  hev 
Act  too  severe  on  Irish  ofTenders;  per-  any  bat  philosophic  witnesses,  tha 
haps,  it  is  the  English  Act  wliich  is  labours  would  be  brief  indeed.    It  ii 
too  hard  upon  English  lunatics.  From  their  business,  ex  EhuU  sfercore  €vwm 
Dr.   Harty's  observation  on   the  ma-  colligere ;  to  separate  golden  suggci- 
chinery  of  the  Act,  wc  learn  that  the  tions  from  the  rubbish  in  which  the; 
Irish  proprietors  of  lunatic  asylums  arc  lie  buried,  and  extract  something  tiIo- 
a  very  different  class  from  those  of  Eng-  able    even   from    the    anger   of  Mr. 
land.    It  appears  that  in  the  extra-  Edward  ^Vake^eld•    This  noted  hod- 
metropolitan  districts  of  England  and  agent  had  a  prejudice  against  our  pio> 
Wales,    **  of    85    houses,   containing  fession,  amounting,  as  we  should  bov 
nearly  3000  inmates,  many  are  kept  by  say,  to  a  monomania;   for,  in  his  evi- 
women,  and  30  only  by  members  of  the  dence  before  the  Committee  of  18l5»he 
medical    profession  ;    and   from    the  fancied  that  medical  practitioners,  ind 
second  return,  embracing  the  metro-  particularly  the  College  of  Phjrsiciani^ 
politan  district,  it  appears  that  of  41  "^'ctq,  of   all  persons,  most   unfit  for 
houses,  containing    upwards  of  2000  inspectors  of  madhouses.     This  singo- 
inmates,  six  only  were  kept  by  physi-  lar  delusion,  however,  did  not  prerent 
cians ;  whereas  in  Ireland  all  the  pro-  the  Committee  from  separating  a  por- 
prietors  of  private  Asylums  are  physi-  tion  of  annim  from  the  siercMs,  and  the 
cians,  with  two  exceptions  only,  one  improved  state  of   madhouses  is,  no 
being  an  apothecary,  and  the  other  a  doubt,  due,  in  some  degree,  to  the  sell 
gentleman  not  professional."  of  this  ardent  reformer.     We  do  not 
Dr.  Harty  vcr>'  reasonably  proposes  think,  however,  that  the  rareness  of 
that  if  an  asylum  has  but  one  pro-  medical  visits  permitted  by  the  legis- 
prictor,  he  should  always  be  a  member  lature  at  the  smaller  asylums  arises 
of  the  medical  profession;  or,  if  there  from  Mr.  Wakefield's  hallucination,  bat 
are  several,  that  one  at  least  should  have  rather  from  a  disinclination    to  desl 
this  qualification.  For,  since  an  asylum  harshly    with    vested   interests.      As 
is  an  hospital  for  the  cure  of  patients  ever}-  lunatic  asylum  is  an  hospital,  a 
who  want  medical  treatment,  it  is  ob-  practitioner  ought  to  reside  in  each  and 
viously  absurd  to  neglect  so  great  a  step  everyone;   but  as  the  profits  of  the 
towardj^  the  thing  required.  In  an  asylum  smallest  asylums  could  not  afibrd  the 
wliere  the  patients  do  not  exceed  ten  in  expense,  such  an  enactment,  though 
number. both  thcEnglish  and  Irish  Acts  J"st  in  itself,  would  be  equivalent  to  an 
allow  them  to  bevisited  by  their  medical  -^ct  for  the  abolition  of  small  mad- 
attendant  as  seldom  as  once  in  four  houses.     There  is  one  point,  on  which 
weeks  I    These  **  angels'  visits,  few  and  I^**-  Harty   touches    more  than   onee, 
far  between,"  may  satisfy  the  law,  but  which  can  never  be  cleared  up  till 
will  be  highly  inefllcient  in  physic,  lawyers   and   doctors  can  define  the 
Dr.  Ilarty  attributes  this  inconsiderate  limits  of  eccentricity  and  madnesa<^in 
legislation  to  the  strange  evidence  ten-  short,  can  measure  metaphysical  diffi- 
dered  to  select  committees,  and  received  culties  with  mathematical  nicety.    Till 
by  them,  he  says,  **  almost  without  this  be  done,  there  will  be  many  men 
comment."     Now,  the  fact   is,  that  at  large  whom  some  of  their  neigh- 
select  committees,  like  all  other  col-  hours  pronounce  to  be  mad,  which  is 
lectors  of  evidence,  are  obliged  to  take  surely  better  than  that  others  should  be 
it  as  it  is  to  be  found,  i.  #•.  with  an  eonfined  whom  their  neighbours 
ample  leaven  of  spleen,  ignorance,  and  t<^  ^^  «>^"e. 
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An  M.D.,  however,  who  is  on  the  purchase  of  land,  furniture,  &c.  was 
confining  side  of  the  question,  writes  a  £85,000.  It  was  opened  in  June  1841 ; 
long  letter  to  Dr.  Harty,  complaining  and  the  number  of  patients  admitted  up 
of  the  difficulty  of  immuring  a  supposed  to  September  23d,  1842,  was  389.  Re- 
monomaniac,  whose  case  he  details,  straint,  though  not  wholly  abolished 
This  eccentric  gentleman  forms  wild  at  the  Surrey  Asylum,  is  but  rarely 
sx)cculations,  and  obtains  money  on  the  resorted  to.  Omitting  the  confinement 
strength  of  these  castles  in  the  air,  of  patients  to  their  bed-rooms,  which, 
which  he  spends  in  drink  and  driving,  in  tliis  Report,  is  called  restraint  by 
In  the  words  of  the  discontented  M.D.,  seclusion,  the  whole  number  of  patients 
*'  he  is  seized  at  times  with  the  most  restrained,  from  January  1st  to  Sep- 
irresistible  desire  for  rapid  motion,  and  tember  23d,  1842,  was  but  1 1 .  Four  of 
will  hurry  about  in  all  directions  on  these  had  extensive  sloughing  sorep, 
hired  cars,  without  any  definite  pur-  and  their  hands  were  bound  by  hand- 
pose."  Even  the  sober  Dr.  Johnson  kerchiefs  Xo  prevent  their  taking  off  the 
thought  hand-driving  in  a  post-chaise  poultices,  and  irritating  the  sores.  No 
the  finest  thing  in  life,  and,  in  our  age  strait  waistcoat  appears  to  have  been 
of  railways,  we  cannot  accept  a  love  employed  in  any  case.  The  Committee, 
of  rapid  motion  as  aproof  of  insanity*,  who  say  that  they  feel  the  importance 
But  the  most  curious  comphdnt  in  the  ofobtaining  respectable  and  trustworthy 
letter  is,  that  the  monomaniac  carries  the  attendants,  assert  that  their  remunera- 
newActaboutwith  him  as  his  safeguard,  tion  has  been  fixed  on  a  liberal  scale. 
On  us  this  makes  a  difiercnt  impression.  On  turning,  however,  to  table  iij.  we 
In  Ireland,  where  the  bludgeon  and  the  find  that,  of  nine  female  attendants, 
blunderbuss  are  the  common  referees  on  three  have  £16  a  year  each,  three  £15, 
all  occasions,  and  the  still  small  voice  and  three  only  £12.  These  salaries 
of  reason  can  scarcely  be  heard  amid  are  less  than  the  wages  of  upper 
the  cries  of  party,  it  is  cheering  to  see  servants  in  private  families,  and,  in 
an  insane  man  appealing  to  parliament  fact,  less  than  what  is  given  to  the 
for  protection,  and  asking  no  other  eegis  cook,  bakeress,  and  laundress,  in  this 
but  the  law.  very  establishment.    Considering  the 

We  might  comment  on  some  other  immense  power  for  good  and  for  evil  of 
points  in  Dr.  Harty's  useful  essay,  but  the  nurses  in  a  mad-house,  this  is  cer- 
our  limits  warn  us  to  pass  on  to  the  tainly  a  false  economy.  As  their  re- 
pamphlet  which  we  alluded  to  in  our  muneration  is  to  increase  annually 
last  article  on  this  subject;  we  mean  during  the  first  five  years  of  service, 
the  Report  of  the  Visiting  Justices  of  this  error  will  be  mitigated,  but,  we 
the  Surrey  Lunatic  Asylum.  apprehend,  not  entirely  remedied. 

Springfield  Asylum,  which  is  a  very  The  average  number  of  males  em- 
handsome  building,  is  situated  between  ployed  has  been  sixty- three ;  of  females, 
Wandsworth'and  Tooting,  and  is  capable  ninety -two.  The  former  have  been 
of  accommodating  upwards  of  350  pa-  employed  in  the  garden,  the  farm,  their 
tients.  Its  total  cost,  including  the  several  trades,  the  kitchen,  and  the 
w^ards;    the    latter    in    the   laundry, 

*  We  have  lometimes  thought  that  a  railway  is  kitchen,  sewing,  knitting,  straw  work, 

a  poor  man's  hunting  field,  whecaJie  may  enjoy  «„/i  #1,^  -..«wio 

the  pleaBurei  of  the  chase,  namely^pid  motion,  ^^^  ^"®  ^  *'^' 

Ti?ahiS;^»^ktehfsJo"hiTiuT^^^^  .  ^°'  ^""^'^  ^"'^  twenty-three  pa- 

staff,  which  is  not  to  he  klUed,  can  make  no  tients,  on  an  average,  have  attended 

material  difference.  li       1 
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Nor  is  amuBement  for  mind  and  body  fully  confirmed  by  the  conne  of  the  lyaip- 

forgotten.  tome. 

„ ,    ^,  '             -            ^.          •       T  The  patient,  who  was  always  rather  nalt, 

In  tlie  way  of  recreation,  a  bowhng-  y,^^  ^^o  had  aUno>t  always  been  well,  wiS 

green  has  been  prepared,  and  a  library  the  eioeption  of  some  miinaportaiit  chat 

commenced,    which    already  contains  tjvapUnna,  feU  ill  in  the  aatnmn  of  1841. 

.1      .      .  I,.          1              «        r  1        J  He  had  the  common  symptoms  of  dyspepda 

about   eighty   volumes  of  useful   and  ^^^  costiyeness  and  a  maddy  cxmh^^ 

entertaining  knowledge,  together  with  As  he  lired  a  sedentary  life,  and  deveCed 

the   Saturday  and   Pennv   Magazines,  himself  with  great   diligence   to    scieotifie 

and  Chamber'  Journal / draft-boards.  j:a";:LlkvTS«n;:SS:S:  ^"Z 

and  other  means  of  amusement,  are  he  felt  a  little  better,  when,  a  few  days  before 

permitted;    and  the  patients   are  in-  Christmas,  he   was  suddenly   attacked   by 

dcbted  to  the  kindness  of  a  member  of  T^^'^r'^^^^^rpainB.  which  m^^  him  scrn. 

.  loudly,  and  tJirow  himself  nnom  one  aide  of 

the  Committee  for  a  pianoforte,  which  the  bed  to  the  other.  The  poise  was  natural, 

has  been  a  source  of  much  pleasure."  the  tongue  clean,  the  abdomen  normal  oa 

We  will  conclude  by  mentioning  a  percussion,  and  not  painfW on  pi«^   The 

-  ,       ,  -            ,     ^  '^                    -Su  bowels  had  been  open  the  day  before.     The 

useful  and  benevolent  provision.    The  luatives  which  had  been  prescribed  wen 

visiting  Physician  furnishes  patients,  omitted ;  but  some  clysters,   containing  a 

on  leaving  the  Asylum,  with  such  rules  «™»«*  ^^  0P>™»  dimmished  the  attacks,  sad 

,             .,       t_     .     1     X  :i  X                ..  at  last  removed  them  entirely.     Tlie  covisb 

as  he  considers  best  adapted  to  prevent  ^^  ^he  symptoms,  the  effect  of  remedies,  sad 

a  relapse.      Sir    Alexander    Morison,  the  absence  of  all  indications  of  disease  ia 

fills  this  ofllice.  ^®  viscera  of  the  abdomen,  excited. 


then,  suspicions  of  lead  colic ;  and  it  oe« 

• curred  to  Dr.  Abrensen  that  the  red  wine 

which  he  had  recommended  the  patient,  and 
TWO  CASES  which  was  very  cheap,  might  possibly  con- 

OF  POISONING  BY  LEAD,  IN         ^^  ''"'* '  ^"'  *«  '»«1l'^«?^  "'  "«»  ^. 

*  as  well  as  of  the  vessels  m  which  the  patient  t 

MACCUBA  SNUFF.  food  was  prepared,  gave  only  negative  re- 

suits 
Communicated  by  Profkssor  Orro,  of         u'    •  *         ^*    u  _^  - 

Copenhagen.  ^^  improvement  was  of  short  doratioB ; 

evacuations  from  the  bowels  were  eatremdy 

rare,  and  when  there  had  been  none  for  a 

couple  of  days,  from  the  omission  of  tbt 


Two  cases  of  poisoning,  probably  by  Mac-  medicines,  the  colicky  pains  returned^ 

Cuba  snuff  containing  red  lead,  have  excited  bined   with  cardialgia,    and  sometimi 

universal  attention  in  Copenhagen.     In  the  violently,  that  the  patient  seemed  to  be  in 

spring  of  1842,  M.  Dreyer,  highly  esteemed  the  greatest  danger.     He  had  four  of  thess 

as  a  scholar  and  botanist,  died  there  after  attacks  during  the  winter,  which  were  n- 

four  months'  illness,  the  symptoms  having  moved,    partly    by    cathartics,    partly    by 

been  doubtful,  and  their  cause  difficult  to  opiates.     In  one  paroxysm  alone,  the  pnlse 

ascertain.  was    rather    quick,    and    somewhat   tense. 

The  deceased  was  much  lamented,  but  his  and   the  abdomen  tender  on  pressare  ;  so 

death  had  been  almost  forgotten,  when  his  that  Dr.  Ahrensen,  to  face  the  possibili^  of 

friend  Dr.  Bramsen  read  in  a  journal  that  an  inflammatory   complication,   bled   once, 

red  Maccuba  snuff  was  sometimes  adultc  and    added   calomel    to    the    opiom.      As 

rated  with  red  lead.     On  this,  he  imagined  he  could  not  discover  any  other  cause  for 

that  his  deceased  friend,  who  took  a  great  the  syniptomif,  he  supposed  that  a  strictiue 

deal  of  this  snuff,  might  have  been  poisoned  of  the  colon  existed,  as  well  as  a  dilatation 

by  it.     He  therefore  bought   some  at  the  above  it ;  a  supposition  which  was  conliimed 

shop  where  the  deceased  used  to  buy  his,  and  by  the  evacuation  of  a  large  mass  of  round 

found  that  it  was  mixed  with  a  number  of  hard  fteccs  during  the  last  attack,  after  whidi 

large  and  small  grains,  which  looked  like  the  patient  felt  pretty  well.    Tlioogh  he  bad 

minium  ;  and,  on  chemical  examination,  he  become  very  thin,  and  his  complexion  was 

discovered  that  the  snuff  contained  from  16  Btill  dull  itfid   yellowish,  he  now  b^gan  to 

to  20  per  cent,  of  lead.  attend  to  business ;  but,  a  week  aflenraidsy 

After  this  discovery,  Dr.  Ahrensen,  the  he  was  suddenly  attacked  by  violent  bead- 
physician  of  the  deceased,  did  not  doubt  ache,  which  he  ascribed  to  catching  cold. 
that  Dreyer  had  been  killed  by  the  lead  con-  Dover's  powder,  and  elder  tea  in  the  evening. 
tained  in  the  snuff;  and  this  opinion  seems  relieved  him  on  the  following  day,  but  in  the 
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Afternoon  te  «ttMd[  returned  with  increased  The  baiifl  on  which  I  had  proposed  to  form 

•  vehemence,  and,  as  the  pulse  at  the  same  the  whole  medical  profession    consisted  of 

time   decreased  in  frequency,  and  he  fdl  three  corporate  bodies — ^two  already  in  ez- 

into  a  comatose  state,  it  could  no  longer  be  is^pnoe. 

doubted  that  the  brain  was  attacked.     After  Ist,  The  College  of  PhjrsicianSy 
being  fruitlessly  treated  with  leeches,  blisters,  2d.  The  College  of  Surgeons,  and  the 
and  strung  purgatives  (croton .  oil),  he  was  3d,  A  College  or  Society  of  Pharmacy, 
taken  to  the  hospital,  where  the  symptoms  This  division  of    the  profession   I   en- 
remained  unchanged,  and  were  terminated  deavoured  to  show  was  founded  on  the  nature 
by  death  two  days  after  his  admission,  six  of  our  occupations,  and  calculated  by  certain 
days  after  the  commencement  of  the  cerebral  combinations  of  their  diplomas  to  meet  every 
affection,  and  about  four  months  after  the  necessity  arising  out  of  the  application  of  its 
first  attack  of  colic.  services  to  the  public  good. 

On  dissection,  nothing  abnormal  was  It  remains  now  to  be  considered  how  this 
found  in  the  abdomen,  except  a  trifling  en-  plan  might  be  carried  out ;  which,  supposing 
largement  of  the  colon,  probably  caused  by  it  to  meet  the  approbation  of  the  majority  of 
the  frequent  clysters ;  the  brain,  too,  was  the  profession,  would  be  of  no  great  diffl- 
healthy,  except  a  slight  injection  of  the  culty  in  its  accomplishment, 
membranes.  The  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
The  striking  resemblance  of  the  first  beiug  already  established,  it  would  only 
symptoms  of  the  disease  to  lead  colic,  the  remain  so  to  alter  and  enlarge  their  statutes 
agreement  of  the  cerebral  symptoms  with  as  to  meet  the  case.  The  establishment  of 
those  which  occur  in  the  comatose  form  of  a  new  Society  or  College  of  Pharmacy,  with 
the  Bneephalopatkia  eatumina  described  by  appropriate  charters,  would  not  be  dUBIcnlt ; 
Tanquerel  de  Planches,  the  negative  results  and  indeed  the  efforts  of  many  of  the  best 
of  the  dissection,  and  the  patient's  almost  and  most  respectable  chemists  of  the  present 
constant  complaints  of  colicky  pains,  which  day  have  long  been  tending  in  that  direction, 
were  present  during  the  whole  course  of  the  So  far  as  regards  doing  :  but  there  re- 
disease,  make  it  highly  probable  that  the  mains  one  little  task  of  undoing  :  would  that 
fatal  event  was  caused  by  the  adulteration  of  all  reformers  could  be  persuaded  to  allow 
the  snuff  with  red  lead.  their  undoings  to  bear  an  equally  small  pro- 
Thesedrcumstanoes  have  made  the  case  of  porticm  to  their  doings!  To  this  plan  of 
another  patient,  a  young  physician,  who  is  medical  reform  the  Company  of  Apothe- 
still  alive,  very  conspicnooa.  He  has  suffered  caries,  as  a  Company,  must  yield — must 
for  a  year  fraim  an  affection  of  the  abdomen,  cease  to  exist !  It  is  probable  that  a  greater 
characterized  by  colicky  pains  and  obstinate  resistance  to  this  proceeding  would  be  made 
costiveness.  during  which  he  has  become  by  the  ruling  powers  amongst  this  Society 
extraordinarily  thin.  This  patient  is  also  a  than  by  the  members  generaUy.  To  these 
great  snuff-tdcer,  and  long  used  the  same  gentlemen,  therefore,  I  would  say  most 
snuff  as  the  deceased  patient.  As  he  has  respectfuUy,  as  well  as  most  sincerely,  that 
now  left  it  off,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  I  am  by  no  means  insensible  of  the  debt  of 
malady  will  be  cured.  The  tobacconist  has  gratitude  we  all,  as  a  public,  owe  them  for 
been  cited  to  answer  for  his  misdemeanor,  their  past  services  and  zeal :  to  them,  in 
— ZeitKhfift  fikr  die  geeammie  Medicin,  great  measure,  we  owe  it  that  the  general 
March  1843.  practitioners  of  later  years  have  been  so 

much  higher  in  character,  and  so  much  better 

practitioners.     But   I   need  hardly  remind 

MEDICAL  REFORM.  them  that  it  is  the  true  characteristic  of 

J greatness  t^  hold  power  no  longer  than  it  is 

required  for  the  public  good ;  so  soon  as  the 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  necessity  ceases,  so  soon  will  a  truly  great- 
^  minded  man  yield  his  power.     If,  then,  it 
'  can  be  shown  to  their  dispassionate  judg- 
SoMB  months  have  now  elapsed  since  my  ^^^^1  that  the  usefulness,  the  comfort,  and 
last  letter  to  you  on  the  subject  of  medical  the  high  character  of  our  profession,  may  be 
reform*.     This  delay,  which  has  been  almost  ^^^^^  by  ^^^  relinquishment  of  power,  and 
unavoidable  on  my  own  part,  is  of  the  less  ^he  establishment  of  a  different  regulation  of 
consequence,  inasmuch  as  it  was  generally  q^u-  profession,  I  need  hardly  remind  them 
known  that  the  last  session  of  Parliament  ^^^  j^  ^  ^j,^  duty  m^t  only  to  resign  that 
would  be  closed  without  any  measure  being  power,  but  cheerfully  to  cooperate  in  pro- 
adopted  for  the  alteration  of  our  professional  noting  the  public  good  and  the  advancement 
constitution.  of  that  profession  of  which  Uiey  have  been 
no  idle  ornaments  :  I.  would  conjure  them  to 

•  See  Med.  Gaz.  tor  July  15,  July  39,  Aug.  «S,  <^^^«[  ^«  angummU  adduced,  and  to  be 

1849.                                 .  adduced,  and  es9«cviJa-^x!lMw&Q;\xncX»^^ 
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general  mass  of  apothecaries  of  which  they  howerer,  no  audi  irregulaiitiei  ihoiiU  be 

are  the  head.  allowed.     I  need  not,  of  cxMirae.  wj  tkl 

To  the  general  practitioners  as  apothe-  under  this  system  of  reform  the  F^tiimnUf 

caries  I  would  say : — You  have  been  Jthe  of  the  College  of  Physiciana  should  at  onee 

loudest  dcclaimcrs  for    reform  !   and  with  be  conferred  upon  such  of  its  prMent  lien- 

great    justice.      You   have  complained  of  tiates  who  may  wish  to  continue  their  oner 

want  of  protection  both  from   the  wolves  as  pure  physicians ;   some   mighty  periiapt. 

within  and  without  the  sheep-fold.    Those  under  these  alterations,  with  to  fsll  intotk 

privileges  which  have  cost  you  dear  in  time,  order  of  general  practitioners — rach  a  change 

in  study,  and  in  money,  have  availed  you  might  be  easily  provided  for. 
nothing.    Tlie  impudent  quack  from  without,         As  it  is  possible  that  in  the  first  sett^i 

the  hungry  foreign  doctors,  and  the  pert  out  of  such  a  system  of  medical  reform  mssjr 

chemists,  from  within,  have  eaten  the  bn^ad  existing  general  practitioners  would  be  fosid 

for  which  you  have  not  only  toiled  but  paid  unwilling  to  forego  the  profits  accruing  froa 

a  premium.  the  sale  of  drugs,  it  would  be  desirable  tfatf 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  system  the  Society  of  Pharmacy  should,  upon  tke 

under  which  you  live  avails  you  nothing  ;  the  payment  of  a  smaller  fee,  admit  such  pcr« 

body  corporate  which  has  been  supported  and  sons  as  members  of  their  SocieCj. 
maintained  by  your  labours  and  your  purse,         It  now  comes  to  be  considered  wbcCkr 

has  hud  no  power  to  defend  you  in  the  enjoy-  the  College  of  Physicians  should  have  die 

ment  of  those  privileges  which  it  professes  power  of  conferring  degrees,  as  well  as  gisst- 

to  have  given   you.     You  compliun,  with  ing  diplomas.     I  cannot  see  any  direct  good 

jui<ticc,   of   an    equivocal    social    position,  to  be  gained  by  this,  and  if  it  were  granled 

When    that  portion  of  your  youth  which  to  the  College  of  Physicians  it  must  also  be 

should  have  been  dedicated  to  the  acquire-  granted  to  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
meut  of  useful  general  knowledge  has  been        The  power  of   granting    degrees  mem 

devoted  to  a  slavish  apprenticeship  to  the  rather  to  belong  to  Universities ;  and  I  hsie 

pestle  and  mortar,  how  can  it  be  otherwise  ?  before  shown  that  a  College  of  MedidnB  or 

When,  in  after  life,  your  usefulness  as  pro-  of  Law,  or  any  one  science  or  profeMOB, 

lesslonal  men,  your  improved  manners  from  cannot  with  propriety  be  called  a  Unircnitf. 

mixing  with  the  world,  your  minds  stored  The  degrees  of  M.D.,  LL.D.,  D.D.  of  the 

with  no  mean  share  of  general  knowledge,  Universities,  implies,  or  ought  to  imply,  tfait 

and    probably  with  a   vast  knowledge  of  their  possessors  have  undergone  that  general 

human  nature,  how  can  you  expect  to  hold  system  of  liberal  education  which  is  ptf^l*^ 

that  position  which  your  merits  deserve?  to  these  Universities  with  credit  and  icspects- 

When,  to  the   most  beneficent  and  high-  bility ;    but  have  more  especially  A^-Ai^ff/^ 

minded  avocations  of  your  profession,  you  their  studies  to  that  branch  of  learning iddcfc 

add  that  of  a  retailer,  if  I  may  so  say  it,  in  such  degrees  imply.     The  degree  of  I«L.D. 

drugs,  and,  instead  of  demanding  from  the  probably,  as  less  necessarily  pointing  out  any 

wealthy  that  sum  which  your  services  deserve,  professional  distinction,  is  the  one  which  ■ 

yon  call  upon  him  for  payment  for  a  draught,  usually  conferred  as  a  distinction  of  honov 

a  powder,  or  a  pill  ?     If,  then,  tliis  plan  of  upon   eminent  men  unconnected  with  fiie 

reform  were  carried  out,  it  would  be  only  uuiveraities. 

necessary  that  all  members  of  the  Apothe-        As  the  prolonged  course  of  study  ivquind 

caries'  Company  should  at  once  be  registered  of  a  person  to  enter  the  field  as  a  phTsidaa 

as  "  MetHbers  of  the  College  of  Physicians,"  affords  a  greater  amount  of  leisure  time,  it 

cither  gratuitously  or  on  the  payment  of  a  is  probable  that  the  majority  of  tlmse  who 

small  fee.     As  most  of  them  are  already  commenced   life  as  physicians  would  hate 

Members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  they  obtained  some  university  degree  before  be- 

would  incur  no  trouble  of  change  as  regards  coming  Fellows  of  the  College  of  Physidens. 

that  corporation.     In  carrying  out  such  a  This  probability  would  be  still  further  in- 

measure  of  reform  I  should  strongly  urge  its  creased  by  the  fact  of  their  having  to  wait 

being  done  vrith  the  utmost  liberality  to  all  till  a  more  advanced  age  before  the  acqnirii^ 

existing  qualified  practitioners ;  and  as  there  any  considerable  amount  of  private  practics. 

are  at  present  several  Members  of  the  Apo-  Latterly  some  few  members  of  our  £nriiih 

thecaries'  Hall  who,  though  practising  upon  universities  have  entered  the  College  of  8ar- 

no  other  qualification,  have  yet  probably,  geons;  and  it  is  likely  that  still  larger  numbeis 

with  a  just  appreciation  of  their  merits,  would  enter  it  as  Fellows  of  that  College, 
obtained  so  high  a  share  of  public  patronage        Again,  the  power  of  conferring  degress  by 

and  opinion,  as,  in  fact,  to  assume  the  cha-  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and   Surgeons 

meters  of  physicians  by  practising  for  fees  might  cause    some    little   jealousy  in  ths 

and  in  consultation,   I   would  advise   that  universities,  a  circumstance  the  rather  to  be 

the  Fellowthip  of  the  College  of  Physicians  avoided  as  the  carrying  out  this  plan  of 

should  at  once  be  offered  to  them  on  the  reform   must   necessarily   demand  a  •■mH 

payment  of  the  pro|>cr  fees.     For  the  future,  sacrifice  on  their  parts,  which  it  is  reasonable 
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to  hope  and  expect  they  would  willingly  yield  throughout  the  country  from  without,  on 
for  the  public  good.  the  plea  of  the  ignorance  and  diiqualification 
Hitherto  the  power  of  the  College  of  of  medical  men.  No !  the  public  are  con- 
Physicians,  though  nominally  extended  to  tented,  and  justly  contented,  with  the  amount 
the  whole  country,  has  been  Yirtually  of  medical  knowledge,  and  for  the  rest,  are 
limited  to  London  and  its  environs;  and  unfortunately  not  sufficiently  interested  in 
even  within  these  scanty  limitations  has  our  existence  as  a  learned  body,  devoting 
been  barely  able  to  maintain  its  powers,  our  best  energies  to  the  public  good,  to  care 
Now,  should  the  power  of  the  College  be  much  about  us. 

extended,  as  appears  to  me  most  desirable.  Passing  over,  therefore,  briefly,  the  subject 
to  the  whole  of  England,  it  would  require  of  of  medi(»l  education,  as  being  but  slightly 
the  Bachelors  and  Doctors  of  Medicine,  connected  with  the  first  steps  in  medical 
even  of  our  English  universities,  to  seek  and  reform,  and  as  being  a  matter  rather  to  be 
obtain  its  diploma  before  they  could  enter  left  to  the  profession  itself,  whether  it  shall 
into  practice.  experience  these  alterations,  or  whether  it  be 
It  may  be  said  this  plan  of  medical  reform  destined  to  remain  exactly  in  its  present 
applies  only  to  England ;  how  are  the  diffi-  state,  I  may  yet  perhaps  be  pardoned  for 
cult'es  with  respect  to  Scotch,  Irish,  and  throwing  out  a  few  hints  to  those  powers 
foreign  degrees  to  be  got  over  ?  With  respect  who  now  regulate,  or  in  ftiture  may  rtgnlate, 
to  Scotland  and  Ireland  I  would  answer,  this  important  subject, 
why  not  carry  out  there  also  the  same  The  best  general  education  will  always  be 
measures  ?  If  not,  for  these  and  all  other  found  the  best  and  surest  foundation  for  a 
degrees,  we  have  only  to  deal  with  them  in  professional  one.  A  good  general  education 
this  way.  Our  medical  corporations  require  should,  therefore,  not  only  be  encouraged, 
such  and  such  an  amount  of  professional  but  even  required,  previously  to  entering 
education  as  a  qualification  for  examination  upon  professional  studies.  In  conducting 
at  their  board.  A  candidate  has  only  to  professional  education,  the  great  object  to 
bring  certificates  of  such  qualifications,  and  be  attained  should  never  be  lost  sight  of. 
having  creditably  passed  his  examinations.  Now,  as  the  great  bulk  of  medical  students 
will  be  admitted  a  practitioner.  Failing  to  are  destined  to  be  practitioners,  their  educa-> 
bring  such  qualifications,  and  not  duly  tion  should  be  eminently  practical;  it  is 
passing  such  examinations,  he  cannot  become  therefore  most  desirable  that,  both  in  their 
a  qualified  practitioner.  education,  and  in  their  examinations,  which 
Much  has  been  written  and  said  on  the  aie  intended  to  test  the  effects  of  that  educa- 
subject  of  medical  education.  No  doubt  tion  and  their  qualification  to  enter  upon  the 
professional  education  is  a  subject  of  vast  duties  of  their  profession,  this  point  should 
importance,  both  to  the  profession  itself  and  never  be  lost  sight  of. 
to  the  public  generally ;  but  it  is  questionable  The  importance  of  anatomical  studies 
in  my  mind,  in  a  profession  like  our  own,  in  cannot  be  too  strongly  insisted  upon,  both 
which  so  much  competition  exists,  and  in  the  education  of  the  physician  and  the 
where  individual  success  can  only  be  fairly  surgeon ;  for  how  can  the  physician  other- 
hoped  for  and  expected  in  proportion  to  wise  read  those  symptoms  of  disease  which 
individual  laboo^  and  exertion,  whether  pro-  are  only  explicable  by  the  aid  of  anatomy 
fessional  education  is  not  safer  in  the  and  physiology,  or  how  discern  the  slighter, 
keeping  of  the  heads  of  that  profiession  than  or  even  coarser  shades  of  disease  in  struc- 
in  a  government,  however  weU  disposed  and  tures  of  whose  healthy  appearance  even  he 
constituted.  It  is  my  humble  opinion,  is  ignorant  ?  and  how  can  the  surgeon  direct 
therefore,  that  we  only  need  the  assistance  his  knife  through  a  labyrinth  of  delicate 
of  government  to  put  our  professional  in-  structures,  of  whose  relative  position  he 
Btitutions  on  a  proper  footing,  and  to  afford  knows  noting  ?  Anatomical  studies  should 
them  that  protection  which  is  alike  due  to  therefore  be  commenced  with  in  the  first 
them  and  really  useful  to  the  community ;  stage  of  medical  education,  and  continued 
and  that  we  shall  be  found  competent  in  throughout  its  progress ;  the  more  so,  in 
oursdves  so  to  regulate  professional  educa-  that  opportunities  are  at  this  season  offered 
tion  as  to  send  into  the  world  a  class  of  to  the  student  which  but  few  will  have  the 
medical  practitioners  who  shall,  as  a  whole,  privilege  of  enjoying  in  after  life, 
richly  deserve  the  gratitude  and  protection  In  the  universities,  and  other  large  schools 
of  the  country,  and  do  honour  to  the  bodies  of  learning,  it  has  long  been  observed  that  a 
corporate  of  which  they  are  members.  series  of  minor  examinations,  at  short  inter- 
Medical  education,  indeed,  so  far  as  the  vals,  greatly  promote  the  acquirement  and 
mere  amount  of  knowledge  is  concerned,  retention  of  knowledge,  and  it  is  With  no 
has  of  late  years  kept  pace  with  the  vast  small  satisfaction  that  I  have  seen  this  hint 
strides  of  the  march  of  intellect.  No  great  adopted  in  some  of  our  large  hospitals, 
cry  for  medical  reform  has  been  uttered  S^cn  a  p1«tn  might  be  advantageously  instl- 
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tuted  in  the  proceedings  of  our  present  or  sparkling  stones,  or  bUt^  gilt,  wmd  a  littic 

future    boards    of   examiners    for  medical  flat,  three-cocked  hat  under  the  arm,  omi- 

diplomas.     A  person  is  less  likely  to  cram  pleted  the  toilette  of  these  ezoelleDcies.  Add 

for  a  series  of  minor  examinations  than  for  to  this  a  pretty  large  cane,  with  a  gold  hesd, 

one  grand  climacteric  effort,  with  the  over-  or  mermaid  carved  in  ivorj,  upon  whidi,  is 

coming  of  which  the  idler  thinks  his  labours  difficult  cases,   to  rest  the  chin — and  cer- 

are  to  close.    This  plan  might,  with  especial  tainly  every  one  will  admit  the  impossibiliiy 

advantage,  be  applied  to  anatomical  studies,  of  so  much  as  thinking  of  an  innovation  b 

Anatomy  may  bie  said  to  be  learnt  by  the  their  presence. — Edinburgh  Review,  Feb. 

head  and   the  eye ;    it  does  not  require,  1843,  from  Mad.  Schopenhauer's  Jugtmd- 

therefore,  great  mental  powers  to  acquire.  Men, 

but  is  difficult  of  retention.  Now  as  anatomy  [The  innovation  alluded  to  ia  inocaltCkn 

is  readily  divisible  into  certain  portions,  it  of  the  small-pox.] 

would  be  easy  to  examine  the  student  the     — . 

first  ye.r  in  oae  branch  of  «n«to".y.  the  ANEURISM    BY   ANASTOMOSIS- 

second  year  m  another  branch,  and  finally  m  v^wAvroisy— 

the  whole  subject.  LIGATURE— CURE. 

One  useful  hint,  which,  if  my  memory  

serves  me  right,  has  been  suggested  by  your-  a  femals  child,  aetat.  three  months,  wsi 

self,  towards  the  rendering  of  the  exammation  brought  to  the  hospital  on  the  14th  F^bra. 

more   practical,   is,   that   the   pupU  to   be  ary,  with  an  aneurism  by  anafltoniosis  rf 

examined  might  be  left  to  investigate  several  moderate  size,  seated  a  Uttle  in  front  of  the 

cases,  and  then  to  put  down  on  paper  his  anterior  fontaneUe.     The  mother  stated  thst 

diagnosis,  prognosis,  and  tin?  plan  of  treat-  .t  birth   it  was  but  just  visible,    that  iH 

ment  he  would  adopt.  growth  latteriy  had  been  rapid,  and  that  it 

I  have  now  completed,  as  far  as  is  m  my  y^  daily  increasing.      Two   needlea  woe 

power,  a  general  outline  of  my  views  re-  passed  transversely  beneath  the  baae  of  tiie 

specting  medical  reform ;  I  shell,  however,  tumor,  taking  care  that  they  should  enter 

beg   your  indulgence  for  one  more  letter  and  pass  out  a  little  dUtance   beyond  the 

upon  a  few  more  general  subjects  connected  diseased  structure,   after  which   a   lintora 

with  our  profession  ;  and  in  the  meanwhile  ^as  drawn  around  its  base  sufficiently  tMt 

believe  me  to  remain,  sir,  to  strangulate  it.     Two  days  afterwardstiie 

Your  obedient  servant,  pjng  were  removed,  and  a  poultice  of  sKppery 

Philomathes.  elm  applied  to  hasten  the  separation  of  tiie 

April  5, 1848.  slough.      This  came  away  on  the  following 

day.   leaving  a  healthy  ulcerated    surface, 

THE  PHYSICIANS  OF  DANTZIC        ^^**'^  '^^  *  "^^^  **"*  '^  completely  dci. 

tnscd 

SIXTY  YEARS  SINCE.  xhe  mode  of  procedure  adopted  in  the 

above  case  of  transfixing  the    tumor    by 

The  character  of  our  Danzig  physicians  of  "^""^  ^^  f  edles  passed  beneath  it,   at  right 

that  day  left  my  father  not  the  faintest  hope  '"^  .^  Tl     """^^  other,  and  seeurinff  a  liga- 

of  effecting  his  purpose  by  their  means.    In  ^^  ^^^^^^  f '"^""^  ^}\  ^l "  *^^  ^hich  I 

the  first  place,  they  were  aU  and  several  ex-  «8«ally  employ,  and  is  weU  adapted  for  the 

tremely  old,  and  petrified  in  obstinate  pre-  Removal  of  all  tumors  of  this  kind,   of  mo. 

judices.    mether  they  had  ever  been  yoing,  derate  size;   the  operation  bang  safe  sad 

where  they  had  lived,  and  what  they  hS  q«ick»y  performed,  and  the  pain  caused  by 

done  in  their  youth,  I  know  not ;  but  I  can  1'  ^""^  °^  *J*?5*  duration.      The  double  liga. 

affirm,  that  up  to  the  twelfth  or  fourteenth  ^ure  P«f»ed  through  the  base  of  the  tumor, 

year  of  my  life,  I  had  never  seen  nor  heaid  Z^'""^  "  ^^"^  employed,  may  be  fbllowed 

of  a  young  physician.     These  reverend  gen-  ?/  «>me  hamorrhage  after  the  taghtening  of 

tlemen  enjoyed  the  title  of  excellency,  and  l^   ^"^^   ??\  separation    of   the    surfeoes 

not  only  in  their  own  houses  and  from  their    'V?^'*,!'  ^l**  *^*  '^^J*  *^  P"^ J  **«**" 
own  servants,  but  in  society  generally ;  only    ^^^""^i  *»»«  8»»*Pe  or  situation  of  the  nwras 

very  intimate  friends  could  tometimeSi  ven-  ?*7  ^^^f^  *f  ^  "^''^V*  ""^7  ^^"^^  ^ 

ture  on  a  respectful  "Herr  Doctor."   Their  |f»ten  the  ligature  on  either  side  around  its 

head  was  covered  by  a  snoa -white,  pow-  base,  entirely  In^yond  the  hmits  of  the  affsc- 

dered,   full-bottomed  periwig,    with  three  ^'^'L  «^*r?^  needle  pkced   undo*  the 

talk,  one  of  which  hung  down  the  back,  f?*^  ^  ^*  txunoT^  also  generally  insuf. 

whUe  the  others  floated  on  the  shoulders.  5?!"1,     "^^Z  ^\l  enclosure  of  aU  the 

A  scarlet  coat  embroidered  with  gold,  very  disowcd  part  within  the  loop  of  the  hgature. 

broad  lace  ruffles  and  frill,  white  or  black  ^^*'^"°'  Journal, 
silk  stockings,   knee  and  shoe  buckles  of 


PARALYSIS  IN  TEETHING  CHILDfiEN.  1 

STATISTICAL  ACCOUNT  OP  THE  ACCIDENTS  BBOUOBT  TO  THE 
LONDON  HOSPITAL  DURING  TUB  TEAR  1842. 


ToM  daring  the  jor..   S&03        Tottl  In-PatieDti...l783      Total  Oot-Patients... 3720 
GnuUliH}  qftMtJbllovrmg  Caut: 


No. 

IN-PATIENTS. 

OUT-PATIENTS.        1 

t  Pnctdret    .... 

M.ie. 

r«^. 

ToUl. 

Hile. 

remit. 

Tot«l. 

840 

314 

100 

414 

156 

426 

Wounds      . 

1042 

180 

63 

243 

.174 

225 

799 

2141 

417 

160 

677 

lOfl? 

477 

1564 

667 

D6 

45 

141 

246 

180 

426 

Bn™    .     . 

365 

67 

66 

64 

132 

Diilocatioiu 

97 

17 

S 

!2 

61 

14 

75 

Hernia    .      . 

7S 

S2 

18 

50 

IB 

7 

25 

Bitea  of  Don 

58 

4 

1 

5 

42 

11 

63 

62 

29 

10 

39 

7 

6 

13 

Attempt!  >t  Suicide 

38 

19 

19 

38 

V«rioo«  .... 

32S 

9S 

23 

121 

149 

se 

207 

T« 

tri 

5S03 

1273 

510 

17B3 

».. 

1198 

2720 

ntpoH  nfin3  In-PiMtnU. 


X  TfuFratharet  toasted  qfthtJoUmBing. 


Practnrei     -     .     . 

pitsl. 

414 

Waandi  . 

237 

4 

fl 

243 

571 

^^ 

S 

577 

Spmina    . 

140 

1 

141 

fir. 

SH 

?i 

DislocBtions 

22 

22 

Hernia    . 

42 

H 

50 

Bile,  of  DogB 

5 

37 

Attempt!  It  Suicide 

33 

h 

3B 

Virioui   -     .    .     . 

111 

121 

To 

td.. 

1672 

87 

u 

17S3 

m  HiMi)lUI,:i6tk  FcbrouTj  IB». 


In 

Total 

Skull    . 

PatieuU 

.      18 

?sce     . 

.      10 

12 

Spine    . 

.       3 

3 

.    125 

60 

Mvii  . 

4 

lUgh   . 

.     53 

4 

57 

■      10 

10 

Leg.     . 

.    128 

S 

133 

5 

3 

a 

Shontder-l 

lone       5 

9 

14 

122 

Ana      . 

27 

43 

70 

.      12 

141 

153 

Hud    . 

Tot 

7 

47 

34 

»!-.-    414 

436 

840 

PARALYSIS   IN    TEETHING    CHIL-     tention  wu  edled  to  a  child  atmut  ■  year 

DREN  °''^'  ^"'^  slowly  recoTering  from  an  attack 

of  hemipl^ia.     The  parents,   (who   were 

people  of  intelligence  Mid  nnqaestionable 

Wbilbt  on  a  Tint  to  tlie  parish  of  West     rendty,)  told  me  that  eight  or  ten  other 

Peliriana,  La.,  in  the  lUI  of  1811,  my  «t-     eate*  of  dther  hemiplegia  or  ptnplf^,  bad 
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occurred  during  the  preceding  three  or  four 
montlis  within  a  few  niileti  of  their  residence, 
all  of  which  had  either  completely  recovered, 
or  were  decndedly  improving.  The  little 
sufferers  were  invariably  under  two  years  of 
af^,  and  the  cause  seemed  to  be  the  same  in 
all — namely,  teeth  in  ff. — Mr.  G.  Colmer,  in 
American  Journal, 


MEDICAL  REFORM. 

NORTH  OF  ENGLAND  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATIOK. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  this  Asso- 
ciation, held  at  Newcistlc-on-Tyne,  Wed- 
nesday, April  12,  18'13  (Dr.  Headlam,  pre- 
sident, in  the  chair),  it  was  resolved  unani- 
mously, on  the  motion  of  Dr.  Brown,  of 
Sunderland,  seconded  by  Dr.  Charlton,  of 
Newcastle : — 

'*  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  meeting 
be  given  to  Sir  James  Clark,  Bart,  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  he  has  advocated  the 
welfare  and  improvement  of  the  medical 
profession,  in  the  letters  recently  addressed 
by  him  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department." 

Resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Dr.  Knott,  of 
Newcastle,  seconded  by  T.  M.  Greenhow, 
Esq. : — 

"  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  for- 
warded to  the  Editors  of  the  Lancet,  Medi- 
cal Gazette,  and  Provincial  Medical  Journal, 
with  a  request  they  will  cause  it  to  be  in- 
serted in  their  respective  periodicals.'' 


A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 


Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  iH 
causes  registered  in  tlie  week  endn^ 
Saturday,  April  8,  1843. 

Small  Pox 9 

MeaNlos   30 

Scarlatina il 

Hooping  Cough  4S 

Croup 7 

Thrush    i 

l>iarrh(pa    5 

Dysentery  ] 

Cholera    i 

Influenza i 

T>'phus    56 

Er>'sipela8 i 

Svphilis  f 

liyrlrophobia o 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  flrnacia . .  IM 
Discttscs  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Org^ana  of 

Respiration    )#} 

T)i8easefl  of  the  Heart  and  BIood-TMads  ....  M 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  mkI  other 

Orphans  of  Digestion    54 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c | 

Childbed 4 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 0 

Rheumatism | 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 4 

Ulcer    0 

IHstuIa   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat m 

( )ld  Aiye  or  Natural  l>ecay 81 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intcmpe- 

ranre    m 

Causes  not  specified  ] 

Deatlis  trom.  all  Causes 


DR.  RICHARD  BUDD. 

Tnis  gentleman,  a  brother  of  Dr.  Budd, 
of  King's  College,  has  just  been  elected 
Physician  to  the  North  Devon  Infirmary,  in 
the  room  of  Dr.  Britton,  resigned. 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51°  37'  Z2"N, 
Lonfjitude  iP  3' 51"  IF.  o/Greemeick. 

April  \»4Z.       TllBRMOMBTER.    BaIOMBTJKB. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OP  GENTLEMEN  ADMITTED  MEMBERS. 

Friday,  April  12,  1843. 

T.  Morris.— J.  Kilner.— J.  Machen.— J.  Ste- 
vens.—A.  ^k:clw.— A.  W.  Williams.— J.  Whit- 
terow.-ll.  H.  Kadclitfe.— F.  P.  Ikmen. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HAVE  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

Thurnday,  April  13,  1B43. 

A.  Lloyd.— T.  B.  Stone,  Leii^hton  Buzzanl.— 
E.  II.  Peters,  Fairford.— K.  Jones,  l)ol|^lI(>>'.— 
R.  Bmwn,  Cobham.— II.  Callaway,  Tottenham. 
— T.  Craluuii,  Pinner,  Middieaex.— R.  Woraley, 
Blandfonl.  -  U.  V.  Asbur)-.  — T.  H.  Baker, 
Klrkby  tie  la  Parks.— T.  B.  OldAeld,  Warley, 
Yorkshire.— J.  A.  Carr. 


Weilnrsday  5 
ThuriMlay  .  6 
Friday  ...  7 
Satunlay  .  H 
Sunday  .  .  9 
Monday  .  .  10 
Tuesday    .  11 

April. 
Wednesday  12 
Thursday  .  13 
Fnday  .  .  14 
Haturday  .  15 
Sunday  .  .  16 
Monday  .  .  17 
Tttes<lay .  .  18 


from  39  to  55 


35 
50 
46 
48 
29 
24 


56 
57 
56 
39 
51 
46 


from  23  to  46   I 

29 

46 

26 

53 

43 

60 

47 

CO 

43 

63 

33 

63 

29-69 
29-82 
39*51 
99*44 
29*55 
29-81 
29*88 


29*87  10 

29*72 

29  81 

30*04 

29*90 

29-79 

30*04 


1019:86 


Stat. 

99-n 


99-8S 


99-94 

ao-ot 
ao-78 

99-99 

so-oi 


Winil,  ver>'  variable ;  S. W.  pnnailinfc. 

Sill,  clear.  Gth  and  7th.  cloud  v.  with  a  little 
rain.  Hth,  clear.  9th,  cloudy  till  the  e^-eniiv^ 
10th,  I  Ith,  and  12th,  poni>rally  elear.  13th,  me« 
rally  cloudy,  snow  in  the  moniinr.  Hth  and 
15th,  jrenerally  cloudy.  ICth,  17tb,  and  18th. 
f^nerallv  clear. 

Rain  nllen,  '36  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Hrnrt  Adams. 
Wilson  ft  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  APRIL  28,  1843. 


LUMLEIAN   LECTURES  i«  a  bold  attempt,  and  one  of  no  ordinaiy 

difficulty,  to  BatUfy  the  expectations  of  tlie 

DELivERKD  AT  THB  leanied,  who  have  assembled  here  to  lUten 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS,  to  a  diuertation  on  a  subject  with  iihidi 

they  are  already  familiar ;  perhaps  more  so, 
March  1843,  tj,nn  he  who  addresses  them,  ex  eathedrd. 

Bt  Gbokgb  Burrows,  M.D.  ^o  learn  from  the  first  oration  of  Demos- 

Hiysician  to  St  Bartholoinew't  Hoiq)ital.  52*<»,"«**?«'  ^^^P  ^^  Macedon,  how  much 

difficulty  that  great  orator  ezpenenced  in 

commanding   the  attention  of   his    gifted 

Lbcturb  I.  countrymen,  when  their  vital  interests  were 

Introduction.    ModifieaUon,  wkieh  the  tir-    '^^^1,!^.}^^^^^.^!^^^ 

of  undergoing  in   kealik  and   diieaie.  ?"tl?L'T"'' ;^^'T'^•^V  j"w  '      °° 

Opinione  ofAbererombie,  Kellie,  Clutter.  ^»»^'  "^.f  ^Z.^7*,  '""'"'ft  ^'"^  '°° 

Zck,   Witeon,  and  othire,  on  the  pecu.  '"'^Tj^'^^^^'.^^^^l^,!^ 

liaritiu  of  the  eirmlaiion  wUhin  the  T^     ST'^n^?^'     «»9"7^  A^: 

eraniun,.     Quantity  <^  hlood  y,Uhi»  the  V^Z'^'  ^lUhe  teUiu  any  thmgnew? 

cranium  eaU  to  L  nearly  invariabU.  T^.LT^,"!^!  ^'^  '^  temptaton  of 

Ejrperimente  „f  Dr.  Kellie  to  thou,  that  Jf'*""*  "?'  Athenians  wiUingI,  .pent  t^ir 

hJnorrhage  doe,  not  deplete  the  veueU  ^''  '*  ^,  '•?»  «  jj«^  authority. 

of  the  train     ReBetition  of  the  exveri  ""*°  **•  ""l  ""too  Greece,  he  found 

iente ;  u,h^U  appear,  that  anJ^  ^  *^i?TI"  II  S!?"°'  1°  inteUectaal  ac- 

the  h^ain  ie  indeed  by  fatal  h^.  5«^™t»  to  •«  their  contemporane.,  "  ,1, 

rrA<iw.  Bmeriment*  to  e%iw  the  etrijtina    *"**'  *"r  ''^I^H^  *  ^t^"!  "  «?'  *f"*': 


™«««.y.«»    »«.  ,^«.«.   .vc^«.  )  ..  gomething  rather  novel."    How 

from  theforegoma  etpertmenti.     Obter-    ..  "T, ',  .x, ^^  »  *  '.  .       ""»«»•       """ 

VS««M  <i,dexperim^te  to  determine  the  t^.:}j^f,  V  "^if^/T  e^ctahona 

amount  ^eo^geetUm  «/  the  brain,  when  °5,"  "nSf^  11  ^  "*•  '*"'  «"<'~^'"  to 

rtji\&/^rL,'''^r  ^m'Sro'^wiSsivzr.^^n^^rr 

<ieaM^«iu>«iM<«ii.  B^lanatum  qf  the  „ost  important  organ— the  brain. 

""*'*"»•  The  pathology  of  the  brain  and  spinal 

Ik  addressing  you,  8ir,  and  the  members  of  cord  has,  indeed,  of  late  years  derived  great 

the  College,  on  the  present  occasion,  I  think  and  valuable  elucidation  from  the  imprpved 

it  is  due  to  yon  and  myself  to  premise,  that,  physiology  of  these  nervous  centres.    The 

when  the  president,  last  autumn,  did  me  the  functions  of  particular  parts  of  the  cerebro- 

honour  to  select  me  as  the  Lumlcian  lecturer,  spinal  aystem  have  been  clearly  pointed  out  by 

I  accepted  the  office  with  considerable  re-  a  snccessioD  of  ezperimentaluts  following  in 

luctance,  from  the  appichenuon  that  my  the  path  which  was  first  so  success^y 

public  duties  during  the   winter   months-  trodden  by  oar  distinguished  countryman, 

would  unavoidably  prevent  the  preparation  the  late  Sir  Charles  Bell.    But  the  limpli- 

of  any  thing  worthy  of  being  delivered  from  fication  of  the  pathology  of  many  complex 

this  chair,  and  before  sudi  an  audience.    It  affections  of  these  ot^^ua,  -wViOii,  'i^iiiQ.'aQ.i^ 

804.— xxxii.  V 
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bearing  considerable   resemblance  in  their  compressible,  the  qoontity  of  bkxid  within 

symptoms,   arc  in  essence  very   different,  the  head  must  be  the  same  at  all   limn, 

**  facics  non  omnibus  una,  nee  divcrsatamen  :**  whether  in  health  or  disease,  in  life  or  after 

this  has  I  believe  been  effected  principally  by  death,  those  cases  only  esoqsted  in  which 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall.    While  great  progress  has  water  or  other  matter  is  effused  or  wented 

been  made  in    the    diagnosis    of   nervous  from  the  blood-vessels ;  for  in  theae  eves,  t 

affections,  particularly  in  reference  to  the  quantity  of  blood,  equal   in   bulk  to  tfe 

real   source    of  irritation    to  the    nervous  effused  matter,  will  be  preMsd  oat  of  tfai 

centres,  it  appears  to  me  that  there  has  not  cranium."*  Such  was  the  opinion  of  Mooro : 

been  a  corresponding  advance  in  our  patho*  others  who  have  followed  turn  hare  pushed 

logy  of  affections  of  the  brain  de]>ending  on  this  doctrine  to  a  ranch  greater  extent. 

the  state  of  the  circulation  in  that  organ.  Monro  used  to  illustrate  this  doctrine  by 

I  thert-fore  propose,  in  this  and  the  sue-  exhibiting  a  glass-ball  filled  with  water,  sad 

ceeding  lectures,  to  inquire,  first ;  what  mo-  desiring  his  pupils  to  remark  that  not  adrop 

dificatiuns  the  circulation   in  the  brain  is  of  the  fluid  escaped  when  its  apertoie  mi 

capable  of  undergoing  in  health  and  disease  :  inverted. 

secondly  ;  how  far  the  central  organ  of  the  In  an  appendix  to  Dr.    AbercromUs'i 

circulation,  the  heart,  when  its  circulating  admirable  work,  entitled  "  Pathological  aad 

powers    are    increased    or    diminished,    is  Practical  Researches  on  the  Brain  and  Spinal 

capable  of  disturbing  the  functions  of  the  Cord,"  he  has  given,  under  the  modest  titk 

brain,  and  in  what  manner  these  changes  in  of  "  Conjectures  in  regard  to  the  Cirenhtkn 

the  circulation  affect  the  brain  :  and  thirdly;  in  the  Brain,"  some  most  interesting  and 

I  shall  coll  your  attention  to  a  class  of  dis-  original  views  on  this  point  of  phjriology. 

easesofthcheart,  which  are  often  overlooked.  Dr.  Abercrombie  informs  his  readers  ttit 

and  which  create  great  disturbance  in  the  his  views  are  primarily  foandej    on   the 

functions  of  the  brain,   or  rather  of   the  appearances  of  the  brain  in  animala  wluch 

ccrebro-spiual  system.  have  been  bled  to  death.     **  While  in  such 

Many  physicians  of  high  philosophical  animals  oil  the  other  organs  have  been  con- 
attainments  liave  directed  their  attention  to  pletcly  drained  of  blood,  the  brain  has  m 
the  peculiarities  of  the  circubtion  within  the  general  presented,  in  this  respect,  its  qsibI 
cranium ;  and  they,  from  ex))eriments,  and  appearance,  and  in  some  cases  the  aaperfidsl 
reasonings  founded  on  the  m(M.'hanical  con-  cerebral  veins  have  even  been  found  dis- 
stnirtion  of  the  cranium,  have  arrived  at  the  tended." 

conclusion,   that  the  absolute  quantity  of  On  the  other  hand,  when  similar  ezprri- 

blood  within   the  cranium  is   at  all   times  ments  were  repeated  on  other  animals  after 

nearly  the  same.  a  small  o])ening  had  been  made  in  the  cra- 

Pathologists,   in  apparent   opposition  to  niuro  by  the  trephine,  the  brain  was  found 

this  conclusion,  are  in  the  habit  of  describ-  as  much   drained   of  blood    as  any  other 

ing  congestions  of  the  blood-vesM«rls  of  the  |«irt  of  the  body.     Dr.  Abercrombie  qnotci 

brain,  states  of  hypersemia  of  that  organ,  as  his  authority  for  these  remarkable  coa- 

and  so  on ;  while  practical  men  are  con-  ditions  of  the  brain,  the  exi^erimenta  of  Dr. 

tinually  speaking  of  determination  of  blood  Kellie,  detailed  in  Vol.  I.  of  the  Transactkm 

to   the  heart,   of  plethora  of  the  cerebral  of  the  Mcdico-Chirurgical  Society  of  Edin- 

vessels ;    and   assuming    that    such    states  burgh. 

actually  exist,    they    employ    various    re-  These  unexpected  phsmomena  may,  ae- 

medivs  to  diminish  these  sup]iosed   condi-  cording  to  Dr.  Abercrombie,  be  explained 

tions  of  repletion.  by   referents   to   the    peculiarities    in    Che 

It  will,  I  think,  be  not  without  interest  structure  of  the  head.     '*  Tlie  craninm/' he 

and  instruction,  if  we  more  ch».ely  inves-  observchf,  "  is  a  complete  sphere  of   bone. 

tignte  on  what  grounds  the  brain  has  b€«i  which  is  exactly  filled  by  its  contents,  the 

8upiK)sed  to  be  exemj)ted  from  these  varia-  brain,  and  by  which  the  brain  is  closely  shot 

tions  in  the  i]uantity  of  blwxl  in  iU  vessels,  yp  f„,ni  atmospheric  pressure,  and  firora  sll 

which  are  generally  admitted   to  be   such  influence  from  without,  except  what  is  com- 

fnM|ncnt  pathological  conditions  of  the  vas-  municated  through  the  blood-vessels  which 

cular  system  in  other  organs.  enter  it.     In  an  organ  so  situated  it  Is  pro- 

This  doctrine  of  the  invariable  quantity  of  table  that  the  quantity  of  blood  circulathig 

bltwd  within  the  cranium,  was  first  asserted,  Jn  its  vessels  cannot  be  materially  increased, 

as   far  as  1  can  ascertain,  by   the  second  exce)»t  something  give  wny  to  make  room 

Monro,   at   Kdinburgh.     His  o]rinions  on  for  the  additional    quantity,   because    the 

this  subject  arc  recorded  in  his  work  on  the  cavity  is  already  complcU'ly  full ;   and  it  b 

Brain  and  Nervous  System.     He  observes,*  probable  that  the  quantity  cannot  be  ma- 

"  as  the  substance  of  the  brain,  like  that  of  

the  other  solids  of  our  body,  is  nearly  in-  '"    ,   ,.      '."       ;    "    „;          ~          TLT" 

'                      _  «  Mc<li(:o-CIiirurgK'al    Transactions  of  Bdin- 


•  Observations,    &r.   on    NvrTuus    i^yntem.     Imnrli,  vol.  i.  p.  2. 
Alexander  .Monro,  M.I).  1783.  t  « ►p-  "t-  P.  ««• 
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terially  diminished  except  something  ratered  Dr.  Abercrotnbie)  are  cited  bj  Dr.  Clutter- 
to  supply  the  space  which  would  become  buck  in  stlpport  of  his  opinions, 
vacant.  Upon  the  whole,  then,  I  think  we  Such,  then,  are  the  physiological  doctrines 
may  assume  the  position  as  being  in  the  with  respect  to  the  peculiarities  of  the  circu- 
highest  degree  probable,  that,  in  the  ordinary  lation  in  the  cranium,  which  have  been  pro- 
state of  ti^e  parts,  no  material  change  can  mulgated  by  many  distinguished  writers  and 
take  place  in  the  absolute  quantity  of  blood  teachers  of  the  present  day. 
circulating  in  the  vessels  of  the  brain.*'  One  and  all  appear  to  refer  to  the  ezperi- 

The  accuracy  of  the  experiments  of  Dr.  ments  of  Dr.  Kellie,  and  to  the  mechanical 

Kellie,  and  his  inferences  from  diem,  have  structure  of  the  cranium,  in  support  of  this 

not  only  been  adopted  by  Dr.  Abercrombie,  theory  of  the  invariable  quantity  of  blood  in 

and  explained  by  arguments  founded  on  the  the  vesseb  of  the  cranium.     Permit  me,  then> 

immutable  laws  of  phyiies,  but  they  have  now  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  experi- 

also  been  sanctioned  by  some  of  the  first  meAts  and  conclusions  of  Dr.  Kellie,  as  they 

medical  authorities  of  the  present  day.  stand  recorded  in  the  Transactions  of  the 

Dr.  Watson*  entertains  the  opinion  that  Medico- Chirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh^ 
the  brain  is  the  only  organ  wluch,  under  Vol.  I.  I  am  more  strongly  induced  to 
the  ordinary  state  of  the  parts,  contains  give  an  abstract  of  these  experiments,  be- 
at all  times  the  same  quantity,  or  very  cause  I  suspect  that  most  writers  on  this 
nearly  the  same  quantity,  of  blood.  "  This  subject,  subsequent  to  the  publication  of  Dr^ 
depends,*'  remarks  Dr.  Watson,  "upon  Abercrombie's  work,  have  been  satisfied 
the  mechanical  construction  of  the  era-  witii  his  allusions  to  the  experiments  of  Dr. 
nium,  and  is  capable  of  explanation  upon  Kellie,  and  that  few  have  taken  the  trouble 
the  known  prhidples  of  hydraulics."  "This  to  analyse  the  original  account  of  them  in 
conclusion,  which  would  be  arrived  at  by  the  work  just  alluded  to.  As  I  proceed 
a  priori  reasoning,  is  confirmed  by  cer-  with  this  abstract,  I  shall  detail  analogous 
tain  very  curious  experiments  performed  by  experiments  performed  by  myself.  The 
Dr.  Kellie,  of  Leitii,  from  which  we  learn  physiological  conclusions  deduced  from  them 
that,  in  animals  bled  to  death,  the  brain  pre-  will  contrast  very  forcibly  with  the  opiniona 
sented  its  ordinary  appearance,  or  even  on  this  peculiari^  of  the  cerebral  circulation 
eeemed  to  contain  more  blood  in  its  super-  which  have  been  maintained  by  Dr.  Aber- 
fidal  vessels  than  usual ;  and  in  one  instance  crombie.  Dr.  Kellie,  and  other  modem 
the  sinuses  were  loaded  with  dark  blood,  British  authors* 
and  the  pia  mater  injected  with  florid  blood."         Dr.  Kellie  performed  a  series  of  experi- 

Other  modem  writers  on  the  pathology  of  ments,  from  which  he  inferred — 
the  brain  have  carried  these  theories  of  Dr.         1.  That  a  state  of  bloodlessness  is  not 

Kellie  and   Dr.  Abercrombie  still  further,  discovered  in  the  brains  of  animals  which 

Thus  we  find  it  stated  by  Dr.  Clutterbuck,  have  died  by  hsmorrfaage ;  but,  on  the  con- 

in  his  article  on  Cerebral  Apoplexy,  in  the  trary,  very  commonly  a  state  of   venous 

Cyclopiedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  "  that  no  cerebral  congestion. 

additional  quantity  of  blood  can  be  admitted        2.  That  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cere- 

into  the  vessels  situated  in  the  brain,  the  bral  Vessels  is  not  affected  by  gravitation,  or 

cavity  of  the  skull  being  already  completely  posture  of  the  head. 

filled  by  its  contents.    A  plethoric  state,  or        3.  That  congestion  of  the  cerebral  vessels 

over-fulness  of  the  cerebral  vessels  altogether,  is  not  found  in  those  instances  where  it 

though  often  talked  of,  can  have  no  real  might  be  most  expected ;  as  in  persons  who 

existence;  not*,  on  the  other  hand,  can  the  diebyhanging, strangulation, suffocation, &c. 
quantity  of  blood  within  the  vessels  of  the        4.  That  if  there  be  repletion  or  depletion 

brain  be  diminished.     No   abstraction   of  of  one  set  of  vessels  (arteries  or  veins)  in  the 

blood,  therefore,  whether  it   be -from  the  cranium,  there  will  be  an  opposite  condition 

arm  or  other  part  of  the  general  system,  or  of  the  other  set  of  vessels, 
from  the  jugular  veins  (and  still  less  from         I  shall  proceed,  first,  to  detail  a  few  6f 

the  temporal  arteries),  can  have  any  effect  the  experiments  performed  by  Dr.   Kellie, 

on  the  blood-vessels  of  the  brain,  so  as  to  and  from  which  he  has  concluded  that,  when 

lessen  the  absolute  quantity  of  blood  con*  death  takes  place  by  heemorrhage,  it  has  not 

tained  within  them."  the  effect  of  depleting  the  cerebral  vessels  ; 

Thus  Dr.  Clutterbuck  not  merely  adopts  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  in  such  cases  the 

the  opinion  of  Dr.  Abercrombie,  that  in  the  cerebral  veins  contain   as  much,  or  even 

ordinary  state    of   the   parts  no  material  more,  blood  than  is  usual, 
change  can  take  place  in  the  quantity  of        Dr.  Kellie's  experiments  are  enumerated 

blood  in  the  vessds  of  the  brain,  but   he  by  letters.     We  will  take  the  experiment  £. 
maintains  that  no  abstraction  of  blood  can         **  In  this  experiment  both  carotids  of  a 

lessen  the  quantity  of  blood  in  them.  sheep  were  tied,  and  four  minutes  after  the 

Dr.  KelUe*8  experiments  (as  quoted  by  jugular   veins    opened.    The    quantity    of 

«  Lectare8onMedicine,^MBD.GAz.VoL37.  blood  lost  was  ^^xxviij.,  when  the  «20»&»1 
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(lie.l.     The  heart  contained  no  appreciable  sparingly  but  repeatedly,  tliere  is  no^knbl 

quantity  of  blood.     The  Biiiiucs  of  the  brain  that  wc  should  succeed  in  draining  the  bnJB 

were  in  their  usual  state  ;   those  at  the  basis  of  a  much  lafgcr  qnantity   of  red  blood, 

contained  lc.<8  blood  than  had  been  found  in  although  serous  efiinicMi  would  be  increuii 
similar  experiments,  and  the  veins  on  the        It  may,  then,  appear  siuprising  that  Dr. 

hemispheres  were  less  filled  ;   the  choroid  KeIHe  has  been  so  often  quoted  as  aaseitiH 

plexus  was  pale  and  empty :  the  vessels  on  the  brain  cannot  be  depleted  by  blood-lettiif. 

the  basis  of  the  cerebrum  were  bettor  filled,  when  we  find  him  statiDg,  hia  experimcrii 

and  those  on  the  basis  ccrcbelli  minutely  sati^afectorily  proved  that   theae  brans  hid 

injected.*'  really  been  depleted  by  bleeding,  and  th« 

Exp.  II. — "  A  dog  was  bled  to  death  from  vessels  drained  of  a  very  aenaibte  propoftioo 

the  carotids,  having  lost  ^xxxvij.  of  blood,  of  the  blood  usually  contained  in  tbenu  to 

The  viscera  in  general  were  well  drained  of  in  opposition  to  the  conclnaiooa  drawn  bon 

their  blood.   Tlie  dura  mater  contained  little  these  experiments,  we  find,  in  •  anbieqiatf 

blood:  the  lateral  sinuses  were,  however,  well  communication  to   the   Medi(x>.Chimfpal 

filled.   On  the  pia  mater  were  several  vessels  Society  of  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Kellie  affinuf 

of  a  florid  colour,  but  not  turgid.   This  brain  **  that,  in  the  ordinary  atate  of  the  parts,  it 

seemed  upon  the  whole  more  depleted  tlian  caimot  lessen,  to  any  oonaiderable  exfeea, 

usual.''  the  quantity  of  blood  within  the  cranhmi  \k 

Now  contrast  the  appearances  of  the  vas-  artcriotomy  or  venesecUon ;"  whereas,  if  de 

cular  system  of  the  brain  in  the  two  foregoing  skull  of  an  animal  be  trephined,  then  hnmr 

experiments,  where  the  animals    died    by  rhoge  will  leave  very  little   blood  in  fk 

hemorrhage,  with  the  condition  of  the  brain  brain. 

in  two  other  animals,  where  death  was  caused        This  apparent  contradiction  between  Ik 

by  other  means.  results  of  experiments  and  subaeque&t  it^ 

Exp.  L. — Both  carotids  and  both  jugu-  ments  induced  me  to  repeat  th^  ezperiBCit 

lars  were  tied  in  a  dog,  an  operation  which  of  bleeding  animals  to  death,  and  eompari^ 

it  survived  twelve  hours.    The  vessels  of  the  the  state  cf   the  cerebral  blood-Teiieb  ii 

dura  mater  were  remarkably  turgid,  and  all  them  and  in  animals  which  hmd  died  hm 

the  sinuses  much  loaded  with  blood.     Both  other  causes. 

the  larger  and  the  smaller  vessels  of  the  pia        In  justice  to  myself  1  wish  to  state  daC 

mater  were  fully  injected  with  red  blood,  if  I  could  have  found  any  eerlea  of  cipcn- 

Not  only  the  pia  mater  through  its  whole  ments,  performed  by  others,  which  eurroha- 

extent,  but  the  dneritious  substance,  had  a  rated  or  invalidated  the  opinions  of  Xku 

suffused,  reddened,  and,  as  it  were,  blood-  Abercrombie   and    KeUie,   I    aiiff^lj    kite 

shot     appearance.      "  In     short,"     writes  refrained  from  the  needless    repetitioB  rf 

Dr.  K.,  **  this  brain  was  gorged  with  blood  similar  experiments  on  living   animsls.    I 

in  all  its  minuter  vessels,"  and  was  obviously  have,  however,  up  to  the  present  time,  IM- 

in  a  very  different  state  of  vascularity  to  lessly  searched  for  any  additional  infomste 

those  of  animals  bled  to  death  in  the  experi-  on  this  interesting  point  in  physiolagy,  § 

ments  £  and  H.  point  which  has  such  direct    beariqgs  fls 

Let  us  analyse  another  experiment  (M).  practical  medicine.  I  hod  anticipsted  findiv 

In  this  a  dog  was  poisoned  with  prussic  acid,  in  Dr.  Marshall  Hall's  work  "  On  the  ig**^ 

'*The  sinuscji  and  veins  were  found  loaded  of  Loss  of  Blood,"   the  desired    infiws 

and   congested,   and  the   brain  was  every  tion ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that,  at  Ae 

where  turgid  with   blood.      It  was  quite  time  of  the  publication  of  that  volnme,  Ifa 

evident  (writes  Dr.  Kellie)  that  this  brain,  author  had  made  any  examination  into  Ifa 

and  that  of  the  dog  (L),  contained,  beyond  state  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the  brain 

all  doubt  or  dispute,  a  much  larger  quantity  haemorrhage;  for  he  remarks  "  *h^ 

of  red  blood  than  the  brains  of  any  of  the  altogetlier  in  want  of  a  series  of  o 

animals  which    hod    been    bled  to  death,  on  the  effects  of  loss  of  blood  on  the  inl 

These  comparative  experiments  afforded  us  oi^ns."    Thus  disappointed  in  my 

the  most  satisfactory  proof  that  the  other  for  information  on  this  subject,  I  dete 

brains  had  been  really  depleted  by  bleeding,  to  resort  to  fresh  experiments, 
and  their  vessels  drained  of  a  very  sensible        On  the  11th  of  January,  1843,  I  muwi 

proportion  of  the  red  blood  usually  contained  two  well-grown  rabbits.     The  one  (A)  by 

by  them."  (Page  115,  op,  eit)  opening  the  jugular  vein  and  carotid  aitery 

The  summary  of  these  observations  is  thus  on  one  side  of  the  throat ;  the  other  (B)  vss 

stated :  that  though  we  cannot  entirely  or  strangled.       Each     animal    died    Tioknt^ 

nearly  empty  the  vessels  of  the  brain,  as  we  convulsed.     A  ligature  was   drawn  tightly 

can  the  vessels  of  the  other  parts  of  the  round  the  throat  of  the  rabbit  (A) 

lK)dy,  it  is  yet  possible,  by  profuse  haemor-  dintely  it  ex]>ired,  to   prevent  any 

rhnge,  to  drain  it  of  a  sensible  portion  of  its  escai)e  of  blood  from  the  vessels  of  the 

retl  blood.     If,  instead  of  bleeding  tu^ ite  ad  The  rabbits  were  allowed  to  remain  twmty- 

mortem,  we  were  to  bleed  animals  more  four  hours  on  a  tabic  resting  on  their  " 
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'While  the  blood  was  flowiog  from  the  resiliency  of  the  cerebral  substance  under 
rabbit  (A),  the  conjunctiva  was  observed  to  diminished  pressure,  is  another  question, 
become  pallid,  and  the  eyeballs  to  shrink  into  which  I  do  not  now  enter, 
within  the  sockets.  Upon  the  examination  2dly. — Dr.  Kellie,  assuming  the  cranium 
of  the  head  of  this  rabbit,  the  integuments  to  be  a  perfect  sphere,  proceeds  to  show 
and  muscles  appeared  blanched  and  exsan-  that  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cerebral 
guined.  Upon  remoTing  the  upper  portions  Tessels  is  not  affected  by  posture, 
of  the  cranium,  the  membranes  of  the  brain  ''I  think,"  writes  Dr.  K.  "it  quite 
were  found  pallid,  and  scarcely  the  trace  of  certain,  at  least  in  a  previously  sound  and 
a  blood-vessel  *  was  to  be  detected  on  the  healthy  condition  of  the  brain  and  its  vessels, 
surface  of  the  brain.  The  longitudinal  and  no  change  of  posture  can  im])el  into,  or  con- 
lateral  sinuses  were  nearly  empty  of  blood,  fine  more  or  less  blood  within,  those  vessels 
and  their  course  was  not  denoted  by  any  than  naturally  belongs  to  them ;  though  I 
colour  of  blood.  Upon  making  sections  of  am  willing  to  allow  that  the  general  pressure 
the  brain,  the  interior  appeued  equally  of  the  circulating  fluid  may  in  this  way  be, 
ezsanguined.  under  certain  circumstances,  increased  or 

Soon  after  the  cord  was  drawn  tight  diminished,  and  the  circulation  through  the 
round  the  throat  of  the  rabbit  (B),  the  con-  head  accelerated,  retarded,  or  disturb^.*' 
junctiva  became  congested,  the  eye-balls  In  order  to  ascertain,  as  for  as  such  an 
turgid,  prominent,  and  even  projecting  be-  experiment  can  do,  the  total  effect  of  the 
yond  the  nuirgin  of  their  sockets.  The  in-  gravitation  of  the  blood  upon  the  vessels  of 
teguments  and  muscles  of  the  head  were  the  brain,  Dr.  K.,  immediately  after  ad- 
found  full  of  blood.  Upon  openmg  the  ministering  a  destructive  dose  of  prussic  acid 
cranium,  the  superficial  vessels  of  the  mem-  to  two  dogs,  suspended  the  one  by  the  heels, 
branes,  as  well  as  the  sinuses,  were  full  of  end  the  other  by  the  ears.  He  allowed  them 
dark  liquid  blood.  The  whole  substance  of  to  remain  thus  suspended  for  18  hours,  when 
this  brain,  and  its  membranes,  appeared  they  were  taken  down  for  examination, 
of  a  dark  reddish  hue,  as  if  stained  by  ex-  The  effects  of  posture  on  the  parts  exterior 
travasated  blood.  to  the  skull  Dr.  K.  reports  to  be  very  great. 

The  contrast  between  the  two  brains  in  In  the  former  animal  the  integuments  and 

point  of  vascularity,  both  on  the  surface  and  their  vessels  were  filled  and  congested  to  the 

the  interior,  was  most  striking*.   In  the  one  greatest  possible  degree  ;  the  integuments  of 

scarcely  the  trace  of  a  blood-vessel  was  to  be  the  head  of  the  second  dog  were  pale,  and 

seen ;  in  the  other  every  vessel  was  turgid  the  vessels  empty.      **  Within  the  head," 

with  blood.     It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  continues  Dr.  K.,  **  the  contrast  was  but 

bring  forward  further  evidence  to  prove  that  trifling.     The  sinuses  beyond  all  doubt  were 

death  by  haemorrhage  has  a  most  decided  loaded  in  the  first  case,  and  rather  empty  in 

effect  in  depleting  the  vessels,  and  reducing  the  other ;  the  difference  of  appearance  in 

the  quantity  of  blood  within  as  well  as  upon  otherparts  of  the  brain  wasbut  little  striking." 

the  outside  of  the  cranium.  Dr.  Kellie's  own  words,  as  to  the  condition 

I  have,  however,  repsated  the  experiments  of  the  sinuses  in  the  two  animals,  assured  me 

with  similar  resultsf.     In  fairness  to  Dr.  that  posture  had  a  much  greater  effect  on 

Kellie  I  should  state,  that  I  have  attended  at  vascular  congestion  of  the  brain  than  he  was 

the  slaughtering  of  sheep  by  butchers,  and  willing  to  admit.     I  therefore  repeated  his 

find  the  brains  of  those  animals  much  less  experiment. 

depleted  than  the  brains  of  rabbits  which        On  the  28th  of  December,  1842,  two  full- 

have  died  by  hemorrhage.     But  these  sheep  grown  rabbits  were  killed  by  prussic  acid, 

did  not   die  from  simple  loss  of   blood ;  and,  while  their  hearts  were  still  pulsating, 

but  partly  from  division  of  the  pneumo-  the  one  (C)  was  suspended  by  the  ears,  the 

gastric  nerves,  and  cervical  portion   of  the  other  (D)  by  the  hind  legs.     They  were  left 

spinal  cord.     These  lesions,  no  doubt,  in-  suspended  for  24  hours ;   and,  before  they 

finenced  the  appearances.  were  taken  down  for  examination,  a  tight 

Hence  it  is  not  a  fidlacy,  as  some  suppose,  ligature  was  placed  round  the  throat  of  each 

that  bleeding  diminishes  the  actual  quantity  rabbit,   to   prevent,   as  effectually  as  was 

of  blood  in  the  cerebral  vessels.     By  ab-  possible,  any  further  flow  of  blood  to  or  from 

straction  of  blood  we  not  only  diminish  the  the  head,  after  they  were  removed  from  their 

momentum  of  blood  in  the  cerebral  arteries,  respective  positions. 

and  the  quantity  supplied  to  the  brain  in  a        In  the  rabbit  (C)  the  whole  of  the  external 

given  time,  but  we  actually  diminish  the  P&rts  of  the  head,  the  ears,  the  eye-balls, 

quantity  of  blood  in  those  vessels.   Whether  ^'  were  pallid  and  flaccid ;  the  muscles  of 

tJie  vacated  space  is  replaced  by  serum,  or  the  scalp  and  bones  of  the  cranium  were  also 

remarkably  exsanguined.      Upon    opening 

*  r,^,    1  J      •        ^  *u    V    .        *    ..  ^**®  cranium,  the  membranes  and  substance 

«.1m^°nS2  ^K  <*  «»  """-o'  '"ae  ^f  the  bnun  were  pdlid.  the  sinuses  and  other 

j  The  craniums  of  these  rabbits  opened  were  ▼cssels  were  exsanguined  ;  ana^uu^^  VsejwA 

exhibited  for  inspection.  my  expectaUon. 
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In  the  rabbit  (D)  the  eiternal  parts  of  the  made  for  the  qnantitj  of  fluid  blood  in  tkt 

head,  the  ears,  eye-balla,  &c.  were  turgid,  visciu,  as  well  as  for  the  pontloii  ia  whid 

livid,  and  congested.    The  muscles  and  bones  the  houi  of  the  corpae  has  beea  laid  siiiae 

of  the  cranium  were  of  a  dark  hue,  and  gorged  death.     I  hence  infer  that  thia  aUe  anato- 

with  blood,  which  at  some  parts  appeared  mi^t  coincides  in  the  opinion  that  the  qnsa- 

extravasated.     Upon  opening  the  cranium,  tity  of  blood  in  the  brain  Taiiea  during  lifer 

the  membranes  and  vessels  were  dark  and  and  is  affected  bj  poatnre  after  death.    It 

turgid  with  liquid  blood ;  the  superficial  veins  may  now  be  inferred  that  the  eneephakm  a 

were  prominent,  the  longitudinal  and  lateral  not  exempt  from  thia  law  in  phjaica— the 

sinuses  were  gorged  with  dark  blood,  and  gravitation  of  the  fluids  to  the  lowest  paiti 

there  was  staining  of  the    tissues,  if  not  of  the  corpse. 

extravasation  of  blood  into  the  membranes.  The  discovery  of  the  operation  of  tUft 

The  substance  of  the  brain  was  uniformly  force  on  the  blood  within  the  craninin  after 

dark,  and  congested  to  a  remarkable  extent,  death,  suggests  a  precaution  very  esMotiBl 

Dr.  Kellie  asserts,  but  I  think  his  experi-  to  be  followed,  when  it  is  denied  to  asoer- 

ments  do  not  support  him,  that  the  contrast  tain  the  precise  amount  of  congeatioa  of  the 

in  the  appearances  within  the  heads  of  the  two  cerebral  vessels  at  the  time  of  death,    la 

animals  was  but  trifling.     In  my  analogous  such  cases  a  ligature  should  be  placed  anmnd 

experiments  the  contrast  was  most  striking,  the  throat  of  the  corpae,  and  drawn  soff- 

In  the  one  was  to  be  seen  a  most  complete  ciently  tight  to  compress  the  cenrical  vessdi, 

state  of  aniEmia  of  tlie  internal  as  well  as  and  arrest  all  flow  of  blood  through  thrsL 

external  parts  of  the  cranium ;  in  the  other  This  precaution  will  be  most  required  in  tk 

a  most  intense  hypcraemia  or  congestion  of  examination  of  bodies,  where,  fit>ni  the  kind 

the  same  parts ;  and  these  op]>08itc  conditions  of  death,  the  blood  may  be  auapected  to  r^ 

in  the  vascularity  of  the  brain  induced  solely  main  fluid  in  the  heart  and  great  bkMkU 

by  posture,  and  the  consequent  gravitation  Tessels.     The  depending  or  elevated  positioB 

of  the  blood*.  of  the  head  during  the  exanaination  of  the 

If  this  cranium  were  the  perfect  sphere,  as  body  will  not  then  induce  deceptiTo  appcar- 

taugbt  by  Monro,  and  as  subsequently  main-  ances,  which  mislead  us  in  our  oondniioos 

tained  by  Abercrombie  and  other  distinguished  as  to  the  previocm  amount  of  congettumin 

writers  on  the  pathology  of  the  brain,  these  the  cerebral  vessels. 

effects  on  its  circulation  (which  I  have  now  The  third  argument  against  the  oecMioDst 

exhibited)  ought  nut  to  have  resulted  from  the  repletion  of  the  vessels  within  the  craDimn 

force  of  gravity  on  the  blood  in  the  cerebral  is  founded  on  the  reported   condition  of 

ves.'Msis.  these  vessels  in  those  kinds  of  death  whoe 

From  the  foregoing  experiments  it  would  cerebral  congestion  might  have  been  faiiiy 

a])pear,  that  the  principle  of  the  subsidence  antici])ated,  as  in  death  by  hanging,  auflbca- 

of  fluids  after  death  o))erates  on  the  parts  tioD,  drowning,  and  so  on  ;  or  in  death  by 

contained  within  the  cranium,  as  well  as  asphyxia,   as  it  was  formerly  termed,  bat 

upon  those  situated  in  the  thorax  or  abdomen,  more  correctly  by  apncea.     In  support  of 

It  is  well  known  that,  in  former  times,  the  this  position,  that  cerebral  congeation  ia  doC 
ftains,  or  tugiilaiioru  as  they  arc  technically  discovered  when  death  takes  place  by  as- 
termed,  which  are  discovered  on  the  integu-  phyxia  or  apncca.  Dr.  Kellie  adducea  aa 
ments  of  the  under  parts  of  a  corpse,  were  account  of  tiie  a}>pcarance8  in  the  bodici  of 
noc  unfrequently  mistaken  for  the  effects  of  two  pirates,  who  were  hung  at  Leith,  and 
violence  done  to  the  boily  during  life,  dissected  by  M(mro  and  himself.  Hie 
Within  a  more  recent  period  the  cadaveric  bodies  were  examini*d  while  yet  warm  ;  the 
congestions  of  the  posterior  part  of  the  Umbs  were  not  rigid  ;  the  conntenancei 
lungs  and  of  depending  convolutions  of  the  livid,  and  the  eyeballs  suffused.  In  each 
intestines  have  been  mistaken  for  the  effects  body,  on  the  division  of  the  scalp,  blood 
of  inflammation.  M.  Orfila  and  M.  Trous-  flowed  from  its  vessels  in  such  quantity  as 
sr.iu  have  done  much  to  disxipale  those  patlio-  to  afford  ample  proof  of  congestion  of  the 
los^itMl  errors.  In  the  article  *'  Pscudo-  external  parts  of  the  head.  The  sinusea  of 
niorliid  ap|>caranceK,"  C-yclopu;dia  of  I'rac-  the  dura  mater  contiiined  no  extraordinary 
tit:nl  Medicine,  I  And  Dr.  Todd  gives  a  quantity  of  blood ;  the  brge  vessels  on  the 
caution,  that,  in  estimating  tlie  colour  of  surface  of  tlie  brain  were  but  moderately 
the  cerebral  substance,  allowance  must  be  flUed  ;   the   pia   mater  was  paler  and  le« 

vahcular  than  it  is  found  in  ordinary 


*  Colonrcil  drawings  of  the  braiiiK  r.f  tlipse  N'<»  wjonir  was  the  brain  removed  from  the 

animslH  were*  cxhiliited,  8«  v^Hlai  tliecraninins  skull,  than  the  blood,  yet  warm,  began  to 

iytwootlieraniinnlftkllU'<linlht'iiiiniewsy,and  Hsc,  and  flow  profusely  from  the  divided 

then  laid  oiH-n  for  roiii|mriiM>n.    The  elteclK  of  .                 ,           i      »  .1     i           r  4.1.      %    wC^ 

uofllare  on  llie  (iiisntity  of  IiUmkI  in  the  cerehral  ««'"«»  and  vessels  at  the  base  of  the  skull : 


vcBM-hwcrealMK'xhiliitedbydrawinKKniadefrum     about  one  ])int  of  fluid  blood  thus  escaped, 
the  brains  of  nninials  killwUiy  plarinjr  a  lijcature     gm)  HHigulated  on  the  floor. 


around  the  trachea,  an«l  then  NUHiencliiiic  the  one 


animal  by  the  laih.  bnt  b-avine  the  other  restiinr  ^  *****  "'^  "'^**"  ""V        "»*^»»»ra"e«  "«  not 

on  itK  iiidr.  nurcMaril}  congesteu  in  the  bodies  of  thoae 
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'who  have  died  by  hanging,  is  corroborated  after  the  French  Revolution,  the  Duke  de 

by  the  detail  of  the  condition  of  these  parts  Bonrbon,  the  last  of  the  Condes,  was  found 

iu  the  body  of  Bishop,  the  resorrection-man,  dead  in  his  bed-chamber,  suspended  by  a 

who  was  hung  for  the  mnrder  of  Carlo  Fer-  conple  of  cravats  to  the  fastening  of  his 

rier,  inNov.  1832.   Dr.  Watson  states*,  that  window  shutter.      His  toes  were  slightly 

the  integuments  of  the  head  and  face  were  resting  on  the  floor,  whidi  posture  of  the 

turgid  with  blood  ;  the  inner  surface  of  the  body,  together  with  the  advanced  age  of  the 

sralp  and  outer  surface  of  the  skull  red  and  Prince,  his  known  infirmities,  and  certain 

bloody ;  very  dark-coloured  blood  ran  from  .  political  reasons,  led  to  the  suspicion  that 

the  divided  integuments  ;    but   when  the  he  had  been  murdered,  and  afterwards  sus- 

bones  of  the  head  were  sawn  through,  and  pended,  to  give  the  appearance  of  suicide, 

the  skull-cap  removed,  the  laige  veins  of  the  His  body  was  carefully  examined  by  MM. 

brain  did  not  appear  unnaturally  full.  Marc,  MaijoUn,  Pasquier,  and  others.   They 

One  more  instance,  equally   worthy  of  reported*  that  the  vessels  on  the  surface  of 

credit,  may  be  cited  in  proof  of  this  condi-  the  brain,  especially  on  the  anterior  lobes, 

tion  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain  of  those  who  were  gorged  with  dark  /iuid  blood    Three 

have  died  by  hanging.     M.  Esquirol  gives  ounces  of  serum  were  fbund  in  the  ventri- 

the  following  account  of  these  parts  in  the  cles  and   membranes  of  the  brain.      The 

body  of  a  woman  who  hung  hersielf,  and  was  lungs  were    also  gorged  with  black  /iuid 

found  suspended  six  hours  after  death.    The  blood.     The  cavities  of  the  heart  devoid  of 

face  was  livid  and  bloated ;  the  scalp  was  blood.     It  was  their  opinion  that  the  Duke 

loaded  with  fluid  blood,   while  the  mem-  had  destroyed  himself  by  hanging,  and  that 

branes  of  the  brain  were  slightly  vascular,  death  was  induced  by  the  accumulaHon  and 

and  the  brain  itself  natural.  stagnation  of  blood  in  the  brain  and  lungs. 

The  appearances  in  the  brains  of  these  But  let  it  not  be  supposed  that  I  have 

persons  who  died  by  hanging  would  appear  adduced  these  examples  of  cerebral  conges- 

to  support  the  opinion  that  the  cerebral  tion  and  cerebral  haemorrhage,  in  individuals 

vessels  are  not  congested  or  overloaded  in  who  have  died  by  hanging,  in  support  of  the 

those  cases  where  such  a  condition  might  be  theory  that  in  this  kind  of  death  life  is  de- 

fturly  expected.     But,  in  opposition  to  such  stroyed  by  apoplexy.     It  is  well  ascertained 

a  conclusion,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  cite  that  obstruction  to  respiration  is  the  prind- 

numerous  well-authenticated    instances    of  pal  cause  of  death  in  such  cases.      I  have 

death  by  hanging,  where  the  brain  and  its  adduced  these  examples  of  intense  cerebral 

membranes  have  presented  all  the  usual  ap-  congestion,   where    death  was    caused   by 

pearances  of  congestion,  and  even  of  apo-  hanging,   to  contrast  with  those  other  in- 

plexy,  to  a  striking  extent.     In  the  late  Dr.  stances  which  have  been  cited  as  proofii  that 

Cooke's  learned  work  on  Nervous  Diseases  cerebral  congestion  is  not  found  after  this 

(which  was  the  substance  of  his  Croonian  mode  of  death. 

Lectures,  delivered  at  the  CoUoge  in  1819),  That  an  intense  congestion  of  the  cerebral 

there  will  be  found  some  remarkable  exam-  vessels  is  discovered  after  deatl^  produced 

pies  of  this  kind.     Sir  B.  C.  Brodie  in-  by  various  kinds  of  obstruction  to  respira- 

formed  Dr.  Cooke,  that  he  found  congestion  tion,  is  manifest  from  the  experiments  and 

and  extravasation  of  blood  to  a  large  amount  drawings  which  I  now  offer  to  your  notice 

in  the  brain  of  a  man  who  had  been  hanged,  by  way  of  illustratioat.    But  how  are  we  to 

The  late  Dr.  Hooper  had  in  his  collection  account  for  the  undoubted  occasional  ab- 

the  brain  of  a  person  who  died  by  hanging,  senoe  of  this  congestion  of  the  cerebral  ves- 

and  which  exhibited  the  eflfusion  of  a  great  aels  in  those  who  have  died  by  hanging  ? 

deal  of  blood  into  the  membranes.     M.  When  criminals  are  hung  by  Uie  execu- 

Portal  reports  that,  upon  the  examination  of  tioner,  the  knot  of  the  rope  is  usually  ad- 

the  bodies  of  persons  who  had  beoi  hanged,  justed  on  one  side  of  the  neck  ;  and  it  is 

and  which  were  brought  to  him  for  anato-  found,  after  death,  beneath  the  ear,  resting 

mical  purposes,  at  Paris,  a  large  quantity  of  on  the  mastoid  process.      It  has  been  often 

blood  was  found  in  the  vessels  of  the  brain,  observed,  in  the -dissection  of  such  criminals, 

or  extravasated  into  that  viscus.  that  the  cheek  and    integuments  on  this 

But  I  would  fein  relate  the  pathological  same  side  of  the  head  are  not  near  so  livid 

appearances  in  one  other  case  of  death  by  and  congested  as  on  the  other  side.     The 

suspension ;  because,  firom  the  rank  of  the  pressure  of  the  rope  has  not  completely  ob- 

individual,  and  the  peculiar  circumstances  structed  the  return  of  blood  through  the 

under  which  he  died,  the  examination  of  the  extei-nal  jugular  vein  on  the  one  side,  al- 

body  was  made  with  the  most  scrupulous  though  it  has  effectually  stopped  the  current 

attention  by  several  sdentific  men,  well  qua-  on  the  other.     In  such  cases  it  is  probable 

lifted  for  their  task.  

In  the  autumn  of  1830,  a  few  months  I A2."':    «*«y«;»,^"^  Vol.  5. 

auvtuuu  w>    *owv,  I  Drawings  to  illustrate— Death  by  stranjrula- 

' tion ;  death  by  ligature  or  the  trachea }  death  by 

•  Lectures  on  Medicine,  Mbd.  Oaz.  Vol,  27.  drowning. 
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that  the  deep-seated  internal  jugular  vein  on        That  these,  arc    the   causes   teadinf  to 

the  one  side  has  only  been  partially  com-  diminish    the  congestion    of    the   cerebnl 

pressed,   and   has   permitted   to  a  certain  vessels,  when  death  take.)  place  by  hangm;, 

extent  the  retam  of  blood  from  the  internal  appears  to  mc  probable  from   the  intaie 

parts  of  the  cranium.  congestion  of  the  same  vessels  discovered  m 

But  there  is  another  still  more  efficient  other  examples  of  apnoea,  where  life  uumi- 

cause  of  this  occasional  absence  of  conges-  hilatcd  by  obstrucUon   to  respiration,  and 

tion  of  the  cerebral  vessels  after  death  by  where  gravitation  has  had  no  effect  upon  the 

hanging  ;  it  is  the  subsidence  of  the  ftuid  blood  in  the  cranium. 

blo<xl  after  death,  while  the  body  is  yet  sus-        These  appearances  are  exhibited  in  the 

pended,  through  the  cervical  vessels  which  drawings  made  from  the  brains  of  animals 

are  not  completely  obliterated  by  the  pres-  that  died  by  strangulation  and  saffocatkm, 

sure  of  the  cord.     And  it  should  be  recol-  and  which  are  exposed  for  inspection. 
lected,  there  are  some  channels  which  are        The  deductions  from  the  foregoing  expe- 

scarcely  if  at  all  affected  by  the  compression  riments  are  supported  by  the  antfaoiity  of 

of  the  rope.     These  other  diannels  are  the  one  of  the  best  and  most  recent  writers  on 

vertebral  sinuses,  and  spinal  plexus  of  veins,  asphyxia.     Dr.  Carpenter  states,*  that  when 

so  ably  delineated  by  Bl.  Breschet.     Well  death  is  produced  by  the  forcible  compies- 

may  we  adopt  the  language  of  Ilallcr,  in  sion  of  a  ligature  round  the  nedkf  to  sodi 

describing  this  complex  contrivance  to  carry  an  extent  as  to  impede  or  prevent  respira- 

off  the  blood  from  the  nervous  centres  : —  tion,  the  veins  and  sinuses  of  the  head  psr- 

*'  Magna  pulchritudo  est  siuuum,  qui  duric  take  of  the  general  venous  congestion  ;  snd 

matri  n-.eiulloe  spinalis  adcumbunt,  vcnseque.  in  well-marked  cases  an  nnusnal    nnmber 

potius  sunt,  (juam  sinus,''  writes  Haller  ;  of  red  points  are  seen  on  slicing  the  brain. 

and  after  describing  the  circular  distribution  An  aj^oplcctic  extravasation  is   sonaetimn, 

of  these  vessels,  and  their  free  communica-  though  rarely ,  found  in  simple  asphyxia,  bat 

tion  with  the  cervical,  intercostal,  lumbar,  is  more  frequent  in  death  by  hangii^  or 

and  sacral  veins,  he  says,  ''  Eoruni  annulo-  strangulation. 

rum  supremus  cranioque  proximus,  cum  "  It  can  scarcely  be  doubted,"  writes  Dr. 
sinubus  occipitalibus  et  cum  fossis  jugulari-  Carpenter,  "  that  these  variationa  in  ^ 
bus  unitur."  From  this  description  we  congestion  of  the  brain  depend  principslly 
learn  that  the  sinuses  of  the  cranium  may  on  the  mode  in  which  the  ligature  is  applied 
be  drained  through  these  vertebral  sinuses,  to  the  neck  x**  and  from  a  series  of  expeii- 
(Illustrated  by  diagram.)  ments  detailed  in  the  Annales  d'Hygiene* 
Having  already  directed  attention  to  what  Vol.  8,  it  would  appear  that  the  apoplectic 
extent  gravitation  alone  can  deplete  the  ce-  condition  of  the  brain  is  less  likely  to  be 
rebral  vessels  after  the  heart  has  ceased  to  found  in  proportion  to  the  proximity  of  the 
beat,  it  cannot  now  be  a  matter  of  surprise  ligature  to  the  lower  jaw,  which  is  its  exact 
that,  in  some  of  those  who  die  by  hanging,  situation  in  death  by  hanging.  Enough  hss 
and  whose  bodies  remain  suspended  for  a  been  said  on  this  point  of  the  pathology  of  As 
considerable  length  of  time  after  death,  the  brain,  to  prove  that,  in  the  majority  of  in- 
fluid  blood  should  gravitate,  and  that  the  stances,  when  death  takes  place  by  stran* 
*'  large  veins  should  not  appear  unnaturally  gling,  hanging,  suffocation,  drowning,  and 
full,"  or  even  less  distended  than  in  some  so  on,  that  a  congestion  of  the  cerebral 
ordinary  cases.  vessels  is  found  after  death.  The  same  con- 
But  the  true  state  of  the  cerebral  vessels  dition  of  the  brain  is  also  found  after  death 
in  the  bodies  of  those  who  have  died  by  from  those  diseases  which  obstruct  the  retum 
hanging,  is  often  incorrectly  estimated,  from  of  venous  blood  from  the  brain.  And 
the  anxiety  to  examine  the  lesions  produced  where  such  congested  state  of  the  cerebral 
by  the  compression  of  the  rope  on  the  larynx  sels  is  not  marked  in  coses  of  death  by  apiu 
and  trachea,  as  well  as  the  condition  of  the  the  absence  of  congestion  may  often  oe 
heart  and  lungs.  In  making  such  examiiia-  counted  for  from  the  subsidence  of  the 
tif»ns  uU  tlie  great  vessels  of  the  neck  arc  bhwd,  which  is  facilitated  by  its  fluidity, 
usually  cut  across,  and  the  thoracic  organs  and  the  posture  of  the  body  after  death, 
remoyt^l  from  the  body  before  the  head  is  I  munt  now  postpone  the  further  conii. 
examinLM].  While  the  head  is  elevated  deration  of  this  subject  until  the  next  oppor- 
during  the  operation  of  removing  the  skull-  tunity  of  addnM^sing  you. 

cap  and  examining  the  brain,  ihs  fiuid  blixni  

gravitates  from  the  cranium,  and  pours  from  *  A»i»hy.\ia :  Uhrary  of  Mtilicine. 

the  divided  cervical  vessels  into  the  chest ; 
and  then,  to  tlie  surprise  of  the  by-standers, 

**  the  Mnuscs   of  the  dura-mater,   and   the  

lirgrr  veins  on  the  surface,  are  found  but 
Hioderatcly  filled,"  or  *'  do  not  appear  uiuia- 
turallj  full." 
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LECTURES  ▼ous  system ,  if  I  may  renture  to  use  such 

oxTHB  a  term. 

Triple  phonphaies  (neutral) . — ^Where  the 

PHYSICAL  AND   PATHOLOGICAL  deposit  consists  of  this  salt  you  will  gene- 

CHARACTERS  OF  URINARY  rally  succeed  in  tracing  its  connection  to 

DEPOSITS  some  cause  which  has  rendered  the  system 

morbidly  irritable,  at  the  same  time  that  -its 

Delivered  at  Guy't  Hotpital,  London,  tone  or  strength  has  been  depressed.    The 

Bt  Dr.  Golding  Bird.  simplest  example  of  this  kind  that  Las  oc- 
curred under  my  notice  is  in  the  case  of 

'  individuals  who  have  periodical  duties  to 

Lecturb  VI.  perform  requiring  extreme  mental  tension 

and  bodily  exertion.     It  has  occurred  to  me 

Pathology  of  depotitt  qf  triple  photphaie  more  than  once  to  notice  this  state  of  things 

and  phosphate  of  lime^-fietid  urine —  in  clergymen,  especially  in  those  who,  from 

phoaphatee  in  old  people— in  irritable  the  nature  of  their  secular  engagemento, 

bladder — treatment — silieeoue  depotite —  have    been   accustomed  to  lead  sedentary 

organized  depo8itt-'blood'diec*:9upposed  lives  during  the  week,  and  to  perform  full 

filament  in— pus—mucue— organic  glo-  duty  on   Sundays.      One  of  the  best  ex- 

bulee— ferment— torula     eeremeia: — ijw-  amples   I   ever  met  with  of  this  kind  oc- 

thelial  debrie— analytic  table,  cuired  in  the  person  of  a  well-known  and 

In  my  last  lecture  I  described  to  you  the  deservedly  popular  clergyman,  who,  from 

general  properties  and  chemical  characters  of  h"  connection  with  a  public  school,  scarcely 

the  different  forms  of  deposits  in   which  ^  any  excrsise  during  the  week,  whilst  on 

phosphoric  acid  enters  as  a  constituent*.  Sunday  he  performed  duty  three  times  m 

I  also,  you  wiU  recollect,  pointed  out  to  you  ^  «^**'^<*-    JJ"*,  gentleman  was  a  tall, 

the  probable  origin  of  the  phosphoric  icid  thm  person,  of  dark  complexion,  and  almost 

existing  in  these  saline  combmitions,  and  V^^^^  f  Pfct.     He  was  the  subject  of 

demonstrated  to  you,  from  the  most  trust-  nearly  constwitdyspepna.    The  unne  passed 

worthy  analyses  to  which  I  could  refer,  the  l^  ^V^  ^  Saturday  evening,  as  well  as  on 

fact  tLt  more  phosphoric  acid  was  taken  Sunday  mormng,  although  repeatedly  ex- 

into  the  stomach  with  the  food  than  was  ammcd,  appeared  to  be  hwlthy,  although  of 

excreted  in  the  urine.     I  have  now  to  direct  ^^^?^  *»^*\  »P«?^°  /™^»*y'  generally  con- 

your  attention  to  a  brief  view  of  the  patho-  ^»"«  *  2*^?**  .    .  "™^  °^   ammoma. 

logical  conditions  under  which  such  deposits  Before  Jus  Sunday  duUes  were  completed,  he 

most  gencraUy  occur.  gencraUy  became  the  subject   of  extreme 

One    general    law  certainly  appears    to  ^t^gne.  with   a   painful    aching    sensatioa 

govern  the  pathological  developmSit  of  the  ^^  ^  >??"'  ^  '^?**'^''  ^^'^  flatulence 

phosphatic  deposits ;  I  allude  to  a  constantly  '^  epigastric  tmea^ess  under  which  he 

depressed  state   of  nervous  energy,   often  generaUy  Ubourcd.    The  urme  passed  before 

general,  rarely  more  local,  in  its  seat.     Of  g^5  *<>  bed,  ^  the  severe  exertions  of 

the  former,  the  result  of  wear  and  tear  of  *»»o  day,  was  almost  constanUy  of  a  deep 

body  and  mind  in  old  people,  and  of  the  latter  ""j^f  ^"^.l  "^J^^  ,^'«^  "P^***^  .gravity, 

the  effects  of  local  injury  to  the  spine,  wiU  ^^  deposited  the  triple  phosphate  m  abun- 

serve  as  examples.     It  is  true  that,  in  the  dance.    The  unne  of  Monday  would  contain 

majority  of  cases  in  which  phosphates  are  ^^.^^^^Jf  «^''  ^^'*^**  generally  disappeared 

deposited,  there  may  be  much  irritability  <m  the  following  day.  and  again  re-appeared 

prkent ;  you  may  fiid  an  irritable  pulse,  a  «?  ^^  following  Sunday  evemng.    This  state 

tongue  white  on  the  surftw*  and  red  at  the  <*f  f*"*?^  ^  observed  for  several  weeks,  and  it 

tip  and  edges,  with  a  dry,  and  perhaps  occa-  ;^ti«nately  diMppeared  by  the  patient  re- 

sionally  hot,  skin.     Still,  it  is  iiVitability  with  ^"»«  ^T  ^  ^""^^  '"^  travelhng  for 

depression— ^  kind  of  erythism  of  the  ner-  *  fjw  weeks. 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  find  an 

*  In  «n«ri..f  i^f«»..«;».^^...*  ....wv. «    .u  Iridcsceut  film  fonucd  of   a  thin  layer,   or 

*  In  my  last  lecture  animportant  error  in  the         i,.  i         »  .,       *,t_ii        v'/^ 
amoontofphosnhates  said  to  exist  in  the  potato  pellicle,   of    crystals  of    triple    phosphate, 
lias  occurred ;  it  is  stated  to  contain  23'M  grains  floating  on  the  surface  of  urine  passed  by 
ill  the  ounce,  instead  of  SMO.    Thia  arose  from  persons  Uibouring  under  some  form  of  irri- 

thc  decimal  point  being  misplaced  in  the  table  ;„f;„-  j„o««„«:«      rru:„   ^a  *     *i. 

givenbyDr.^cnce  Jones, (491  instead  of  491)  tabve  dyspepsia.     This  often  presents  the 

from  whose  work  (on  Gravel,  Calculus,  and  Gout,  same  briUiant  colours  as  a  soap-bubble,  or 

P.78)  I  copied  it.   In  the  text,  at  p.  16,  three  ounces  thin  layer  of  oil  on  water.     It  is  clearly  the 

has  been  placed  for  fow  ;  the  meal  I  cited  as  -«mit  of  ii«in«.^«n»  .oa.'^xn.tt/.^   ««^   ;«  .ii 

an  illustration  would  contain  30  grains  of  earthy  "^VPj  imperfect  assimOation,  and,  m  aU 

phospliatee  instead  of  1 14.  probabuity,  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  attempt 

Four  ounce!!  of  beef    .    .    1-52  at  gettmg  rid  from  the  system  of  an  excess 

,"  "      poUtocs  "  '9-43  °^  *^®  earthy  phosphates  which   had   been 

„      poca        .   absorbed  from  the  ingeBta.     In  this  form  i 

300*j  have  never  seen  a  decided  ^«h^ ot  ^\ra«*. 
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produced,  and  I  am  inclined  to  consider  that  admitted  that  we  are  tlms  treating  bat  a 
it  is  rather  to  be  regarded  as  an  index,  and  a  symptom,  although  an  important  one,  of  a 
valuable  one,  of  the  state  of  the  assimilative  serious  malady.  It  is,  perhaps,  wise  to 
functions,  than  as  holding  out  any  fear  of  the  administer  acids,  especially  the  hjdrochloric 
ulterior  deposit  of  calculous  matter.  or  phosphoric,  and  thus  eodeaYonr  to  renda 

I  have  not  unfrequently  met  with  deposits  the  urine  sufficiently  add  to  prevent  tLe 
of  the  triple  phosphates  in  very  old  people,  crystals  of  the  phosphate  concreting  Into  i 
in  whom  the  state  of  decrepitude  depending  calculus ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  we  m«t 
on  senility  had  either  become  extreme,  or  been  direct  our  treatment  to  the  digestiTe  oiij;aM. 
aggravated  by  low  living  and  a  want  of  the  and  endeavour  to  allay  the  morbidly  irritable 
ordinary  comforts  of  life.  In  several  cases  state  of  the  nervous  system.  You  will  ofta 
of  this  kind  occurring  in  octagenarian  de-  find  that  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  render  tbt 
pendents  on  parochial  relief,  I  have  found  urine  acid  in  this  manner ;  I  have,  in  Bcvenl 
the  urine  very  pale,  of  low  specific  gravity,  cases,  administered  the  mineral  adds  regs- 
Bubacid  or  neutral,  and  extremely  foetid,  larly,  and  in  as  large  a  dose  as  the  patieDt 
The  fuetor,  which  was  like  that  of  stale  fish,  could  bear,  without  increasing  the  actioa  of 
did  not  appear  to  depend  upon  the  presence  the  urine  on  litmus  paper,  whQst  in  othen 
of  free  ammonia,  but  in  all  probability  was  the  urine  has  appeared  to  be  readily  affected. 
a  result  of  some  slow  decomposition  of  the  This  capricious  effect  observed  in  the  use  of 
organic  constituents  of  the  urine  ;  a  decay  acids  renders  their  administration  much  ku 
depending  on  the  depressed  vital  enci^  of  to  be  depended  upon  than  when  ^ir^n*  aic 
the  bladder.  given  in  cases  where  too  much  add  is  k- 

I  have  before  alluded  to  the  fact,  that  a  creted  in  the  urine.  The  best  mode  of  tnit- 
deposition  of  the  triple  phosphate  is  often  ing  these  cases  is  to  regulate  the  bowels  bj 
observed  to  occur  in  cases  where  a  blow  had  tonic  aperients,  and  allay  the  morbid  ini- 
been  received  on  the  lumbar  region,  or  where  tability  present  by  the  use  of  sedatiTes.  For 
some  strain  has  been  experienced  in  that  this  purpose,  the  Mi8t.GentianieCompo6.iBay 
region ;  a  fact  first  observed  by  Dr.  Prout.  be  made  the  vehicle  for  the  administiatioo 
This  effect  of  injury  to  the  loins  is  frequently  of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  in  doaes  of  fifteen 
met  with  as  a  temporary  result  of  even  slight  or  twenty  minims,  with  half  a  drachm  of  the 
blows  or  strains,  and  disappearing  in  a  few  tincture  of  henbane  thrice  a  day.  In  pro- 
days.  I  once  saw  a  copious  deposition  of  tractcd  and  severe  cases,  the  use  of  opium  in 
triple  phosphates  occur  in  the  urine  of  a  graduated  doses  has,  in  the  hands  of  Dr. 
young  gentleman  who  exerted  himself  rather  Prout,  been  of  great  service.  In  one  veiT 
more  than  his  strength  could  bear  in  a  riding  severe  case  which  occurred  to  myself  I 
school.  In  fact,  whatever  chemical  explana-  thought  I  found  much  relief  in  the  adminb- 
tion  may  be  given  to  the  presence  of  an  tration  of  iron  in  the  form  of  the  aeetate 
excess  of  phosphates  in  the  urine,  it  is  india-  thrice  a  day,  with  a  sedative  at  night.  Tte 
putable  that  in  the  very  great  majority  of  jireparations  of  zinc  and  silver  also  hold  out 
cases  there  is  ample  evidence  of  the  exis-  great  probability  of  being  of  service,  trmu 
tcncc  of  some  cause  producing,  to  say  the  their  wcU-known  power  in  allaying  morbid 
least,  a  depressed  but  irritable  state  of  tho  irritability  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  per- 
uervous  energies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  haps  of  the  organic  system  of  nerves  gene- 
injury.     The  symptoms  observed  in  these    rally. 

cases  are  nearly  all  explicable  on  this  state  of        With  regard  to  the  pathologieai  indics- 
the  nervous  system.  tions  afforded  by  the  deposits  of  phosphate 

The  most  prominent  symptoms  observed  of  lime,  they  are  analogous  to  those  already 
in  these  coses  are,  great  irritability  of  tern-  pointed  out  to  yon  as  i>cculiar  to  the  triple 
per,  extreme  restlessness,  mal-pcrformance  salt.  Intimately  related  as  these  salts  are 
of  the  diurcstivc  functions,  with  such  imper-  chemically,  their  pathological  indicatioBi. 
ft:i*t  assimilation  of  the  ingesta,  that  a  certain  might  be  ex(>ected  to  be  analogous  ;  and 
and  often  extreme  amount  of  emaciation  is  a  such,  indeed,  is  the  case,  if  we  except  the  not 
constant  attendant.  The  appetite  is  unoer-  unfrequent  excessive  secretion  of  phosphate 
tain,  occasionally  being  voracious.  Fatigue  of  lime  as  the  result  of  disease  of  the  mucous 
is  induced  by  the  slightest  exertion ;  there  surface  of  the  bladder.  It  is  not  uncommon 
is  a  remarkable  inaptitude  to  any  mental  or  to  find  both  phosphates  mixed  in  a  deposit, 
bodily  exercise,  and  the  patient  is  often,  from  which  is  thus  readily  fusible  in  the  blow-pipe 
the  exhaustion  thus  produced,  unfitted  for  flame,  unless  too  great  an  excess  of  dther 
his  ordinary  duties.  In  acute  cases  these  ingredient  be  present.  These  mixed  de^ 
8ym])toms  become  aggravated  by  an  excessive  posits  are  not  unfrequent  in  gouty  people, 
elimination  of  urea,  which  euds  considerably  and  in  such  cases  I  have  seen  deposits  of 
in  depressing  the  patient's  strength.  crystalline  and  amorphous  phosphates  alter- 

Kegiirding  the  treatment  of  these  cases,  natc  in  the  urine  passetl  in  the  evening, 
whilst  we  must  allow  that  in  many  cosl's  the  whilst  the  morning  secretion  was  loaded 
administration  of  acids  will  cause  the  deposit  with  urate  of  ammonia.  So  far  as  I  luiTe 
of  phosphates  to  disappear,  yet  it  must  be    had  an  op[iortunity  of  watching  the  progreta 
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of  cases  where  phosphate  of  lime  is  deposited  crystals.    The  state  of  distress  to  which  this 

(and  they  are  by  no  means  of   frequent  lady  was  reduced  by  the  disease  rendered 

occurrence)  I   have  generally  fancied  that  her  life  a  complete  harden.    On  examining 

they  present  more  marked  evidence  of  ex-  the  urine  carefully,  I  could  detect  no  true 

haustion,  and  of  the  previous  existence  of  pus ;  it  did  not  coagulate  by  heat,  and  much 

some  drain  on  the  nervous  system  y  than  where  of  the  opacity  presented  by  the  mucus  was 

the  triple  salt  alone  existed.  owing  to  the  presence  of  the  triple  phosphate. 

Occaaionallyy  some  curious  cases  are  met  I  suggested  the  use  of  a  solvent  injection 

with,  in  which  phosphate  of  lime  has  come  analogous  to  the  one  just  described.     Great 

away  in  the  urine  for  a  long  period  without  difficodty  was    experienced  in  the  use  of 

apparently  doing  much  mischief.     A  very  the  catheter,  in  consequence  of  the  excessive 

remarkable  instance  of  this  kind  occurred  suffering  it  produced.     Ultimately  the  in- 

in  this  hospital  some  years  ago  among  the  jection  was  very  effectually  administered  by 

out-patients,  in  the  person  of  an  old  man  Mr.  May,  of  Maldon,  and  the  effect  was 

under  the  care  of  Dr.  Hughes.    This  patient  most  remarkable  ;  the  irritability  of  bladder 

had   for  many  years  passed  almost   milky  rapidly  subsided,  and  by  repeating  the  in- 

urine,  which  by  repose  deposited  such  an  jection  it  was  completely  removed,  and  on 

enormous  quantity  of  phosphate  of  lime,  being  called  into  Essex  to  a  case  in  the 

that  he  brought  to  me  at  one  time  upwards  neighbourhood  some  time  after,  I  had  the 

of  an  ounce  of  this  calcareous  salt.     He  had  pl^sure  of  seeing  this  lady  apparently  well, 
been  under  the  treatment  of  half  the  hospital        Although  it  is  not  now  my  duty  to  point 

physicians  and  surgeons  in  London,  during  out  to  you  the  treatment  of  calculous  affec- 

fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  but  his  urine  re-  tions,  I  felt  anxious  to  draw  your  attention 

mained  unimproved.     He  afterwards  came  to  this  class  of  cases,  on  account  of  their 

under  my  care,  hut  I  found  all  the  remedial  great  importance,  and  of  the  little  notice 

measures  I  adopted  useless:  at  the  sametime,  taken  of  them  by  most  writers,  being  gene- 

I  may  remark,  this  man's  health  appeared  -rally  confounded  with  the  cases  included 

so  good  that  there  was  scarcely  an  excuse  under  the  general  category  of  eatarrkut 

for  submitting  him  to  any  course  of  treat-  venc€Bt  or  of  irritable  bladder, 
ment  beyond  tibe  apprehension  of  the  possible         I  have   little  to   say  regarding  the  last 

formation  of  calculus.  ingredient  of  deposits  made  up   of  inor- 

I   cannot  quit  this  part  of  my  subject  ganixed  ingredients,  viz : — 
without    pressing    upon  your    notice    the  c,.,.  ....       ., 

value  derived  in  many  of  these  cases  from  hi-  ^'''^^'  ^^  '^^*^^  '^^^ 

jectiug  the  bladder  with  a  very  dilute  mineral        This  substance  exists  in  infinitessimally 

acid.     I  am  confident  that  an  irritable  con-  small  quantities  in  some  of  the  animal  fluids, 

dition  of  the  bladder,  highly  fovourable  to  «n«i  therefore  may  by  possibility  be  met  with 

the  secretion  of  earthy  phosphates  and  excess  «■  «n  urinary  deposit.  I  have,  however,  never 

of  mucus  from  its  mucous  membrane,  has  ^^^^  ^ih  an  unexceptionable  instance  of  its 

been  in  some  cases  kept  up  by  retention  of  oocurrence.     It  has  been  found  in  a  calculus 

phosphates  in  that  viscus.      Certainly,   I  by  the  late  Dr.  Yelloly,  and  some  others 

have  now  seen  many  cases  where  viscid  ropy  bave  recorded  instances  of  its  occurrence, 

mucus,  mixed  with  abundance  of  phosphates,  Laasaigne*    found    a    calculus    consisting 

both  magnesian  and  calcareous,  have  been  of  nearly  pure  silica  in  the  urethra  of  a 

secreted,   and   where  the   distress    of   the  hunb,  and  Wurzerf  gives  the  analysis  of  a 

patient  has  been  extremely  increased  by  in-  calculus  removed  from  an  ox,  in  which  silicic 

tense  irritability  of  bladder.     And  in  these,  >cid  existed  to  the  amount  of  38  per  cent, 

all  phms  of  treatment  have  been  unavailing.  You  must,  however,  be  on  your  guard  re- 

until  the  bladder  has  been  carefuUy  washed  g&rding  silicic  concretions,  for  as  there  is  a 

out  by  means  of  warm  water,  and  an  injec-  popular  notion    that   calculous   matter    is 

tion,  consisting  of  half  a  dram  of  dilute  hydro-  *ojia  fide  gravel,  whenever  an  imposition  is 

chloric  acid,  with  a  dram  of  vinium  opii  in  intended  a  siliceous  pebble  is  usually  chosen 

half  a  pint  of  warm  barley-water»  has  been  to  deceive  the  medical  attendant.     I  have 

thrown  in  by  means  of  a  double  catheter,  in  ™et  "^^  repeated  instances  of  this  kind,  in 

the  manner  described  by  Sir  B.  Brodie.     I  which  common  rolled  pebbles  of  quartz  have 

had   a  case  under  my   care  List  year,   in  been  phiced  in  my  hands  with  the  assertion 

consultation    with    a  most    excellent  and  ^bat  diey  were  actually  passed  from   the 

talented  provincial  physician,  Dr.   Baker,  bladder.      This  has   usually    occurred    in 

of    Maldon,  in  which    the  irritability  of  hysterical  girls,   who  have  laboured  under 

bladder  was  so  intense  that  there  was  almost  ^bat  most  unintelligibly  morbid  desire  of 

constant  desure  to  pass  water,  attended  with  deceiving  the  doctor,  by  representing  them- 

horrible  suffering.    The  urme  often  con-  selves  as  afflicted  with  some  ailment  of  the 

tained  blood,  and  rapidly  underwent  decom-  genito-urinary  organs.     1  have  heard  of  in- 
position ;  it  presented  a  copious  dense  deposit  ~      ;    \ 

of  punform  m«c«,,  mixed  with  »  enormoo.       ;  ^^l  Jj.^olSX^^'S^viV'-- 

quantity  of  triple  phosphate  m  very  krge  Sangctbletc,  IS.  \.  %«. 
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stauces  in  whith  sncli  ])ebbles  have  actually  band  or  filament  in  the  blood-disc  is  generallj 

been  thpist  into  the  urethra  by  a  girl,  and  most   beautifully  marked   in    particles  ob^ 

llius  have  really  rcache<l  the  bladder.     In  a  tained  from  bloody  urine,  especially  if  it  hai 

case  mentioned  to  me  by  Dr.  Christison,  a  been  gently  wanned,  so  as  to  facilitate  the 

piece  of  chlorite  slute  was  found  forming  deposition   of  the  discs  before  sabmittiag 

IMirt  of  the  supposed  calculus,  at  once  attest-  them  to  the  microscope.     I   have  placed  a 

iiig    its    true  origin,    notwithstanding    the  specimen  of  some  thus  procured  fh>in  bloody 

positive  assertions  of  the  young  woman  who  urine,  prcscrredin  dilute  alcohol,  in  the  cd- 

was  said  to  have  passed  it,  to  the  contrary,  lection  of  microscopic  spedmens,  to  which  I 

You  have,  I  dare  say,  all  heard  of  tbc  case  have  before  alluded.     These  present  the  ap- 

which  occurred  many  years  ago  in  this  hos-  pearancc'of  a  spiral  filament  csontained  in  & 

pital,  in  which  the  late  Mr.  CLine  operated,  sac  of  the  blood-disc.     I  confess  I  consider 

and  removed  from  the  bladder  a  quantity  of  this  appearance  as  a  mere  illusion,   depeod- 

common  coals  which  had  been  introduced  ing  on  the  emptying  of  the  sac  by  ezosmoiti, 

by  the  patient.  and  the  membranes  consequently  beGoming 

As,  however,   silica  has   been  found  in  congested  in   circular  folds,    thus   produc- 

calculi  by  such  excellent  obscr\-ers  as  the  late  ing  the  appearance  of  a  spiral  thread  ;  and  I 

Dr.  Yelloly  ,and  Dr.  Venables,  and  as  the  believe  an  analogous  explanation  applies  to 

ox  and  Limb,  mentioned  by  Wurzer  and  Las-  all  the  ciiscs  of  the  supposed  existence  of 

saigne,  could  hardly  be  supposed  to  have  filaments  in  blood,  described  by  Dr.  Barry. 

put  the  silica  into  their  own  bladders,  we  Ifblood-discs  have  long  existed  in  urine  they 

must  admit  its  possible  occurrence  in  calculi,  often    become    partly    disorganised,     their 

Still,  that  it  is  extremely  rare,  all  experience  margins  becoming  irregularly  crenate,  and 

has  proved,  as  indeed  might  be  anticipated,  their  whole  form  more  or  less  irregular.  Yov 

from  tlie  chemical  relations  of  this  most  re-  will  find,    however,    notwithstanding    the 


fractory  substance.  various  changes  produced  in  blood-disubj 

I  have  next  to  direct  your  attention  to  a  the  action  of  urine,  that  they  are   seldom 

brief  notice  of  sufficient  to  alter  it  so  as  to  prevent  their 

J)epo.ih  consisting  of  organised  produch.  J^f^n."^^""""  ^^  microscopic    cxuu. 

Most  of  these  have  been  carefully  studied        Pv«. — Whenever  urine  contains  pus,  it  is 

and  well  understood,  but  concerning  some  always  more  or  less  coagulable  by  heat,  as 

very  little  is  kno^n,  and  that  little  is  any-  the  pus  particle  is  never  secreted  without  iU 

thing  but  satisfactory.  concomitant  drop  of  serum,  or  liqmor  puritf 

Biood-dUcs, — Whenever  a  deposit  con-  in  which  it  floats.     Hence  (at  least  if  tMf 

sists  wholly,  or  chiefly,  of  blood-particles,  view  is  correct)  albuminous  urine  necessarily 

the  urine  generally  possesses  a  tint  which  at  occurs  when    pus  exists.     Pus    in    urine, 

once  leads  us  to  suspect  the  presence  of  some  retiuning  its  normal  acidity,  fbrms  a  (»eam- 

of  the  elements  of  blood.    This  tint  varies  like  layer  at  the  bottom  of  the  veswl,  so 

from  a  pale  dingy  hue  to  a  reddish  brown,  closely  resembling  the  fluid  contents  of  an 

or,  if  the  urine  has  become  alkaline,  a  deep  abscess,  that  there  can  be  no  great  difficulty 

greenish  colour  is  not  of  unfrequcnt  oc-  in  identifying  it.     Here,  however,  a  serlou 

currence.  You  will  recollect  that  in  my  first  source  of  falla(7,  to  which  I  have  alluded  in 

lecture  I  pointed  out  to  you  the  most  pro-  my  last  lecture,  exists,  founded  on  the  le- 

minent    diaractcristics    which  distinguii<h  markably  purifonn   appearances   presented 

urine  containing  blood-discs  in  diffusion.  by  some  deposits  of  phosphates.     The  solu- 

Perhaps  the  best  mode  of  detecting  blood-  bility  of  the  latter  in  nitric  acid  will  at  ooee 

discs  in  urine  is  to  agitate  it  violently,  and  remove  any  difficulty  in  the  diagnosis,  nwlpi^ 

place  a  dnip  on  a  piece  of  glass  ;  cover  it  puriform  mueus  exists  with  the  phosphate^ 

with  a  ]iie(%  of  thin  glass  or  mica,  and  ex-  in  which  case  the  microscope  can  alone  re* 

amine  it  with  a  microscope  furnished  with  a  move  the  difficulty. 

good  objet^t  glass  of  f  or  ^  inch  focus.     If        If  pus  lias  remained  long  in  the   urine 

the  urine  has  not  been  |msMHl  too  long,  you  before  it  is  submitted  to  examination,  it  will 

will  find  the  blood-discs  scarcely  changed,  undergo  certain  changes  which  materially  in- 

cxcept  that  they  generally  have  their  margins  tcrfere  with  its  generally  recognised  physicul 

more  sharply  defined,  and  the  surface  more  characters.     It  will  imdergo  a  change analo- 

concave  than  usual.  Tliis  arises,  in  all  prolm-  gous  to  that  produced  by  digesting  pus  in 

biUty,  from  the  sac  of  the  blood-disc  be-  solution  of  common  salt,  as  hydrochlorate  of 

coming   partly  emptied   by  exosmosis,   in  ammonia,  described  by  Dr.  Babington*,  be- 

the   manner    so  clearly  and   satisfactorily  coming  in  fact  a   ropy   tenacious  magma, 

pointed  out  by   Dr.   Recs  ♦.     The  pecu-  more  like  purulent  mucus  than  pus.     This 

liar  appearances    described  by    Dr.    Mar-  change  is  greatly  accelerated,  and,  indeed, 

tin  lUrry  as  indicating  the  existence  of  a  often  produced  immediately,  if  the  urine  ia 

.  _ ammoniacal.     The  albuminous  character  of 

*  Giiy'H  iluvpjtal  iteiiorts,  (Atober  1811,  and  

April  1K43.  •  Giiy'8  Hospital  lU-imrts,  Uit.  1837. 
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the  urine,  and  microsoopic  examination  of  the  with  an  ohject-glasa  of  half  an  inch  focnt 

deposit,  will  even  then  generally  remove  all  the  globules  appear  smooth  and  diaphanous, 

doubt  as  to  its  true  character.  but  with  a  glass  of  one*fceventh  or  one-eighth 

The  true  ptu  particle  strongly  refracts  of  an  inch,  the  surface  of  the  particle  appears 
light,  and,  being  roughly  granular  on  its  distinctly  granular,  although  not  in  so  marked 
surface,  often  appears  coloured,  unless  the  a  manner  as  the  pus  particle.  It  is  ex- 
achromatism  of  the  object-glass  is  perfect,  tremely  difficult  to  distinguish  the  pus  from 
and  the  illumination  well  arranged.  Theae  the  mucous  particle,  and  even  by  comparison 
particles  vary  in  8i2e;  on  an  average,  however,  it  is  not  easy,  and  certainly  in  many  cases 
it  may  be  stated  that  they  nearly  correspond  quite  impossible,  to  distinguish  between 
to  the  blood-disc  in  diameter.  If  a  drop  them.  The  fact  of  the  urine  not  being 
of  acetic  acid  be  mixed  with  a  purulent  albuminous,  and  of  the  particles  not  so 
deposit,  and  carefully  examined  after  covering  readily  evolving  their  nuclei  when  treated 
it  with  a  thin  plate  of  glass  or  mica,  the  with  acetic  acid,  nor  of  being  dissolved  on  the 
compound  structure  of  the  pus  particle  will  addition  of  ammonia,  will  help  in  distinguish- 
become  obvious.  "Hie  particles  will  present  ing  between  the  pus  and  mucous  particles, 
the  appearance  of  being  broken  up  or  dis-  Organic  globules. — I  have,  in  a  paper 
integrated,  leaving  numerous  extremely  giving  a  brief  description  of  the  globules 
minute  transparent  bodies  of  a  tolerably  found  in  urine  (Ouy's  Hospital  Reports, 
regular  spherical  form,  and  about  one-four^  October  1842),  ventured  to  give  this  name, 
the  size  of  the  original  particle.  These  asagenericterm,  to  a  series  of  very  ill-defined 
bodies  are  probably  arranged  as  symmetric  and  difficultly-discriminated  globules  oc- 
nuclei  in  the  original  particle,  for  certainly  curring  in  urine.  These  appear  to  present 
at  least  two  or  three  exist  in  each  before  the  certain  differential  characters,  which  prevent 
addition  of  the  acid.  their  being  classed  with  pus  and  mucus,  but 

Mucus. — Whenever  a  preternatural  quan-  which  are  not  so  well  marked  as  to  enable  its 

tity  of  mucus  is  poured  out  by  the  lining  to  pronounce  definitely  on  their  nature, 
membrane  of  the  bladder,  it  is  voided  with        Large  organic  globule, — A  globule    of 

the  urine,  and  forms  a  deposit  in  the  latter  frequent  occurrence,  especially  in  the  urine 

by  repose,  which  is  generally  sufficientiy  of  pregnancy,  of  irritable  bladder,  and  of 

characteristic  to  allow  of  its  being  readily  granular  degeneration  of  the  kidneys  (morbus 

recognised.     Mucus  generally  forms  a  semi-  Brightii).      It  seldom  forms  a  visible  or 

translucent,   somewhat  gelatinous    deposit,  distinct    deposit,    but    is    more    generally 

which,  when  the  urine  is  decanted,  falls  firom  scattered  in  the  urine  so  sparingly  that  not 

the  vessel  in  the  form  of  a  tenacious  rope,  often  more  than  a  dozen  or  two  are  at  onoe  visible 

of  considerable  length,  sometimes  so  tough  in  the  field  of  the  microscope.    These  are 

as  to  be  actually  sectile.     Urine  of  this  kind  distinguished  with  great  difficulty  firom  the 

generally  passes  with  great  readiness  into  two  last-described  ^obnlei,  and  perhaps  are 

decomposition,  and  becomes  alkaline,  the  best  known  by  their  not  presenting  so  dis- 

mucus  acting  as  a  ferment,  determining  a  tinctiy  a  granular  exterior,  nor  so  readily 

molecular  change  of  the  fluid  in  which  it  is  evolving  their  nuclei  on  the  addition  of  acetic 

immersed    without  itself   undergoing    any  acid.     I  suspect  that  this  globule  is  identical 

manifest  alteration.     Urine  containing  any  with  the  one  descril^by  the  French  writers 

marked  excess  of  mucus  is  generally  alkaline,  as  muco-pus.    There  is  a  peculiarity  in  these 

but  if  very  recentiy  voided  is  sometimes  globules  which  serves  practically  to  distinguish 

neutral  and  very  rarely  sub-acid,  in  which  them  firom  other  analogous  bodies  ;  depend- 

case  if  a  piece  of  reddened  litmus  paper  be  ing  upon  their  not  undergoing  any  marked 

immersed  in  the  mucous  deposit,  it  always  change  when  the  urine  is  warmed.    Thus, 

evinces  the  presence  of  alkaline  properties  in  if  a  small  quantity  of  urine  containing  them 

the  latter.     Even  when  a  very  small  quantity  is  gentiy  warmed  in  a  watch-glass,  and  a 

of  mucus  exists  in  urine,  its  presence  may  rotatory  motion  be  given  to  the  latter,  the 

be  made  out  by  microscopic  examination,  organic  globules  will  collect  at  the  bottom, 

Sometimes  a  kind  of  web  presenting  the  forming  a  white  deposit,  which,  when  the  su- 

rudiments  of  an  imperfect  globular  structure  pematant  urine  is  replaced  by  water,  presents 

is  observed  floating  in  the  drop  of  fluid  a  remarkably  glistening,  or  even  crystalline 

examined.  When  this  is  the  case  it  is  not  aspect,  like  a  deposit  of  oxalate  of  lime.  On 
unfrequent  to  find  crystals  of  the  triple  examining  a  portion  of  this  by  the  micros- 
phosphate  or  of  uric  add  entangled  in  the  cope,  the  globules  will  be  finmd  unaltered  by 
web  of  mucus.  More  firequenUy,  however,  the  heat,  and  perfeetiy  firee,  so  as  to  roll  over 
globular  partidet  of  mucus  are  found  free  each  other  on  inclining  the  glass  on  which 
and  floating  in  the  urine.  they  rest. 

IVue  mucous  globule. — ^This  is  generally  I  have  occasionally  observed  a  variety  of 
somewhat  smaller  than  the  pus  particle,  being  this  globule  which  differs  in  its  behaviour 
about  one  two-thousandths  of  an  inch  in  with  acetic  add  from  that  just  described.  In 
diameter.    With  a  low  magnifying  power,  as    its  granular  exterior,  and  in  most  oC  vt&  \(t^- 
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peities,  they  cannot  be  distinguished,  but  to  undergo  varioui  fenncntaftion.     In  24 

when  acetic  acid  is  added   the  globules  be-  hours  after  diabetic  urine  u  piMedt  «  tkmi 

come  more  translucent,  and  the  presence  of  rises  to  the  surface,  and  soon  after  m  distioct 

two  nuclei  b  readily  demonstrable.     These  pellicle  u  formed :  if  this  be  ejcamincd  imdrr 

nuclei  are  not  globular,  as  in  the  last  de-  the  microscope  you  wiU  find  it  composed  ef 

scribed  bodies,  but  are  crescentic,  with  their  the  ovoid  bodies  referred  to,   mixed  witk 

concavities  opposed,  so  that  they  resemble  minute  jointed,  imgle,  or  bimnched  tiittL 

two  menisci  seen  in  section.     I  confess  that  These  are  the  young  plants  of  n  minute  ooa- 

I  have  been  inclined  to  refer  these  organic  ferva,  the  tonila  cerevuiK. 

globules  to  the  same  class  as  the  colourless  p,Q^  19^ 
particles  of  the  blood,  in  which,  from  the  ob- 
servations   of    Mi*.    Wharton    Jones,    the 
character  of  the  nuclei  I  have  described  ap- 
pears to  be  well  marked. 

Small  organic  glohulet. — I  have  oc- 
casionally discovered  in  urine,  when  gently 
warmed  in  a  watch-glass,  a  white  lustrous 
but  scanty  deposit,  which,  when  examined 
under  a  power  of  one-eighth  inch,  appears 
to  be  composed  of  myriads  of  absolutely 
spherical  globules,  free  from  all  asperitiea 
or  irregularities  of  surface.  Acetic  add, 
even  on  the  application  of  warmth,  produces 

no   change  in  these  globules.      They  are  In  a  day  or  two  this  tomla  nndeifoes  t 

smaller  than  blood-di^s,  and  very  clost^  re-  change  ;  the  tubes  break  np,  and  a  oopkns 

semble  in  appearance  the  transparent  nuclei  deposit  of  fresh  spores  forms  on  the  sidti 

of  pus  particles.     Whether  this,  however,  and   bottom   of  the  yesael.      If  these  be 

is  their  true  nature,  I  am  quite  unable  to  placed   in  a  solution  of  sngar,    tliej  will 

state.  rapidly  germinate,  and  prodnoe  fresh  craps 

These  minute  globules  I  have  but  rarely  of  conferva:.  Cotcmporaiieoiisly  with  the  dr- 

met  with ;  they  occurred  in  the  urine  of  velopment  of  these  minute   eonfisrvK  Ae 

women  who  were  menstruating,  and  were  elements  of  the  sugar  and  of  water  nadergo 

but   transitory  phenomena,   as  they   were  a  metamorphosis,  and  alcohol  with  carbonk 

sddom  present  in  a  second  8i)ecimcn.  acid  are  the  results. 

I  have  described  to  you  these  forms  of  or-  You  will  very  frequently.  In  your  microf- 

pinicproductschietlyfor  the  purpose  of  draw-  copic  examination  of  urine,  meet  widi  osr- 

ing  your  attention  to  what  has  been  already  tain  organised  particles,  which  are  derived 

observed  with  regard  to  them.     Tlie  indica-  from  the  epithelial  layers  of  the  mnoonsmess- 

tions  afforded  by  what  I  have  termed  **  or-  brane  of  the  urinary  passages.  These  are  soese^ 

ganic  globules"  are  as  yet  scarcely  known,  times  merely  an  amorphous  debris,inwhiAs8y 

and  probably  will  remain  in  an  exceedingly  definite  structure  is  made  out  with  grsat  difl- 

unsatisfactory  state,  until  we  acquire  better  eulty.  You  will  scarcely,  however,  meet  with  a 

means  of  distinguishing  them  than  we  at  pre-  specimen  of  this  kind  in  which  yon  will  not 

sent  i>0Me8S.  succeed  in  detecting  epithelial  cells,  cylindeis. 

Among  the  many  microscopic  phenomena  or  scales,  sufficiently  perfect  to  permit  tfarfr 
presented  by  urine,  few  are  more  interest-  being  readily  identified.  Of  the  varioos  fbnai 
ing  tlian  some  observed  in  diabetic  urine.  If  of  epithelial  tissue,  the  most  finequently  m0t 
the  urine  passed  by  a  diabetic  patient  be  set  with  is,  perhaps,  the  oval  nucleated  csll; 
aside  in  a  tall  vessel  for  a  few  hours,  and  the  this  often  appears  well  defined,  and  is  a  very 
lower  layers  be  examined  between  .plates  of  beautiful  object,  resembling  in  outline  a 
glass  under  a  good  object  glass  of  1  -8th  inch  shield  with  a  central  boss.  I  have  found,  mind 
focus,  numerous  ovoid  vesicles  will  be  ob-  with  these,  roundish  cells  of  conaiderabk 
served  floating  in  the  fluid.  These  are  free  size,  distended  wltli  fluid,  and  appearing 
from  all  asperities,  and  are  distinguishable  perfectly  distinct  under  a  low  power  ( j  indi 
by  their  oval  form  from  other  organic  focus).  You  will  scarcely  examine  a  sped- 
deposits.  These  are  what  are  termed  men  of  urine  passed  in  the  morning  on  nm^ 
globules  of  ferment,  analogous  to  those  found  from  bed  in  which  you  will  fail  to  dctaet 
in  all  fermenting  fluids ;  and  are  readily  some  debris  of  epithelium,  and  this  beoomfls 
detected  in  the  urine  within  eight  hours  of  its  greatly  increased  if  the  patient  is  labouring 
being  passed,  if  it  be  placed  in  a  tolerably  under  any  inflammatory  or  irritable  state  of 
wann  ]i]ace.  Whenever  you  meet  with  these  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  urinarj  pat- 
oval  bodies,  you  may  be  confident  that  the  sages. 

urine  contains  sugar.  They  are  in  fact  spores  I  Imve  thus,  gentlemen,  brought  to  a  doss 

of  a  ])eculiar  confcrvoid  organi&m,  which  is  my  remarks  on  the  chemical  and  patliologi- 

rapidly  developed  in  saccharine  fluids  about  cal  characters  of  urinary  deposits  :    I  might 
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have  ocaipied  your  time  daring  several  more  us  with  medicines  of  equal  value  with 

lectures,  had  1  not  wished  to  avoid  making  those  which  are  obtained  by  simple 

the  subject  tedious  to  you  by  bemg  too  maceration    in    cold    dUiilled    water, 

prolix.     I  have  endeavoured  to  point  out  to  which  takes  up  from  plants,  with  few 

you  those   characters    by  which  you  wiU  exceptions,  all  their  medicinal  proper- 

ineadUy  succeed  in  distinguishing  the  different  ties,  whether  acid  or  alkaline,  gummy 

deposits  whicharemet  wi^rn  unne,  and  which  ^^  resinous,  bitter  or  astringent, 

are  no  longer  to  he  regarded  as  a  mere  piece  yellow  bark  is  produced  by  an  un- 

^nI.fin"S;^L?^i^or;!nd^^^  determined  spccics  of  CiWAona.  In  the 

tance  in  oirectmip  our  diagnosis  and  treat-  t      ji         -nu                          •,.   •      i^mi 

ment  of  some  of  the  most  important  diseases  ^^^T".  ^^?:^'^^'''^^^  »t  is  still  as- 
to  which  our  race  is  subject.  In  conclusion,  cribed  to  the  Cmcjoim  corrft/t/ifl,  a 
I  wish  to  direct  your  attention  to  a  tabular  ^^^^"^^  ^^  Bogata,  the  bark  of  which 
analysis  of  the  most  prominent  characters  ^as  erroneously  supposed  by  Mutis  to 
presented  by  the  saline  urinary  deposits,  »>e  identical  with  it.  Genuine  yellow, 
including  all  those  in  the  first  two  classes  or  as  it  is  sometimes  termed  royal 
which  have  fallen  under  my  own  observation,  yellow  bark,  is  not  a  native  of  Spanish 
This  will,  I  hope,  serve  as  a  useful  index  to  Guiana,  but  of  the  provinces  of  La  Paz 
the  detailed  account  of  the  deposits  contained  and  Potosi  in  Bolivia,  or  Upper  Peru, 
in  these  lectures,  and  assist  you  in  their  and  is  brought  to  us  not  from  Cartha- 
discrimination  of  them  at  the  bed -side.  gena,  but  from  Arica  and  Lima. 
The  drug  merchants  at  Cadiz  state 
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hke  the  other  barks,  but  is  found  only  at 

the  distance  of  two  or  three  hundred 

(To  Sir  Henry  Halford,  Bart.)  leagues  from  the  capital,  and  conveyed 

over    steep    and    almost    inacessible 

SiR»  mountains.      (Relph's   Inq.  into    the 

I  AVAIL  myself  of  the  kind  permission  Med.  Efficacy  of  Yellow  Bark,  1794, 

you  have  given  me  on  former  occasions  p.  69.) 

to  address  to  you  some  observations  The  earliest  notice  that  I  am  ae- 
on yellow  bark,  and  on  the  concen-  quainted  with  of  this  bark  is  to  be 
trated  cold  infusion  which  I  have  for  found  in  Pomet's  History  of  Drugs, 
many  years  prepared  under  the  name  written  in  1694.  This  old  but  valuable 
of  Liquor  Cinchona  cordifoliiBf  trusting  author  mentions  another  kind  of 
that  you  will  not  consider  1  trespass  quinquina,  or  Peruvian  bark,  which 
too  much  on  your  indulgence.  comes  from  the  mountains  of  Potosi, 

Five  years  ago  I  had  the  honour  of  and  is   browner,  more  aromatic  and 

presenting  to  the  Royal   College   of  more  bitter,  than  the  barks  about  Loxa, 

Physicians  a  paper,  which  was  read  on  but  abundantly  scarcer  than  any  of  the 

the  4th  of  May,  1838,  containing  some  rest, 

remarks  on  this  subject.  It  seems,  however,  to  have  fallen  into 

The  repeated  assurances  I  have  re-  disuse,  and  to  have  been  forgotten,  till 

ceived  from  high  medical  authorities  about  1788  or  9,  when  a  parcel  having 

of  the  superiority  of  the  concentrated  arrived  at  Madrid,  and  naving  been 

cold  infusion,  and  my  own  analyses  found  on  trial  more  efficacious  tnan  the 

and  observations,  have  long  satisfied  pale  sort,  was  immediately  bought  up 

me  that  it  is  a  more  perfect  and  efficient  oy  the  kin^s  order  for  the  use  of  the 

preparation  of  cinchona  than  any  other  Royal  Familv,  and  hence  was  distin- 

now  in  use.  guished  by  tne  name  of  royal  yellow 

The  value  of  vellow  bark  has  been  bark.    Further  experiments  in  Spain 

too  generally  and  too  exclusively  attri-  and  France   were  attended  with  the 

buted  to  the  quinine  it  contains.     It  same  success.  Murray,  in  his  Apparatus 

has  ever  been  an  object  with  me  to  Medicaminum,  published  at  Gottinc^en 

preserve  unbroken  that  natural  union  in  1792,  mentions  (Vol.6,  p.  180),  tnat 

by  which  several  active  principles  are  a  bark  had  recently  been  brought  from 

often    combined   in    the    same   plant.  London  under  the    name    of    cortex 

Every  day's  experience  convinces  me  chime  vel  chinchina  regius :    that  he 

that  neither  the  separation  of  certain  was    unacquainted    with    its    native 

principles, nor  the  more  ordinar>'  phar-  country,  but  that  in  the  year  1/90  he 

maccutical  operations  by  decoction,  in-  had  seen  it  at  Frankfort  on  the  Main, 

fusion,  and  spirituous  digestion,  furnish  where  it  was  sold  for  16  dollars  the 
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i)Ouncl,  and  subsequently  nt  Wisbaden.  1.  Subpulveriscdbark  vields  to  water 

lie  had  also  received  the  same  bark  as  much  quinine  and  less  inert  matttr 

from  another  quarter  under  the  name  of  than  when  finely  powdered  (exp.  19.) 

cortex  china  flavus,  and  had  seen  spe-  2.  The  infusion   is   separated  froB 

cimcns  from  Amsterrlam,  where  it  bore  subnulverised  bjirk  with  much  greater 

the  name  of  royal  yellow  bark.     Cortex  facility',  pressure  not  being  employed 

chintc   regius  Jiavut.      Murray's    dc-  for  this  purpose: 

scription  corresponds  with  our  yellow  3.  The  additional  expense  of  findr 

bark,  and  he  adds  that  the  Frankfort'  powdering  is  avoided, 

physicians  found  it  very  superior  in  4.  A  smaller  quantity    of  water  is 

efficacy  to  the  common  Peruvian  bark,  sufficient. 

especially  in  intermittents.  The  period  of  24  hours  is  adopted  as 

In   1793  the  Spanish  register  ship  a  matter  of  convenience.     It  will  be 

St.  Jago,  having  been  captured  by  a  shewn  in  a  subsequent  experiment  (IS) 

French  privateer,  was  retalvcn  by  Ad-  that  the  bark  yields  to  cold  water  in  3 

miral  Geirs  squadron  off  C:4Xi  Finis-  or  4  hours  all  that  can  be  tiJcen  np  in 

terrc  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  on  its  a  single  maceration, 

arrival  in  England  was  found  to  con-  The   object    of   using    so    smsll  i 

tain  a  great  many  chests  of  this  bark  qucintity  of  water  as  twice  ike  vei^ 

of  first  rate  rjuality.     The  following  is  to  avoid    taking  up    the    gummy 

year  it  was  strongly  recommended  by  matter,  which  beingj.  for  the  most  part 

Dr.  Helph,  of  Guy^s  Hospital,  as  promis-  a  constituent  of  the  titsue,  is  less  solubla 

ing  to  surpass  all  the  other  kinds  of  than  the  secretions  contained  in  it. 

Peruvian  bark  then  employed  in  medi-  The  specific  gravity  of  the  infosioo 

cine."  of  di  flerent  samples  varies  considerably ; 

Pharmaceutical  Analy,i,  of  Yellow  l^P  '"  ^^f  '"S*****  !,*'«}?'«  '^SL*^' 

u     L  ^  It  IS  more  frequently  1010  or  1012. 

^"'^^'  Exp.  1 ,  continued.--ThQ  first  iniosion 

Exp.  1.  —  1st  Maceration,  --  28  lbs.  was  slowly  evaporated  in  a  Wedgwood 

(avds.)  Howard's  yellow  bark  im])orted  dish  over  a  water-bath,  to  the  eonsis- 

in  IW,  were  subpulverizised  and  ma-  tenceof  syrup,  s.  g.  1200;  caie  being 

cerated  24  hours  in  twice  the  weight  tiken  that  tne   temperature  did  not 

(56  pints)  of  cold  distilled  Wciter.  exceed  140.    During  the  evaporation, 

The  infusion  was  transparent,  of  a  and  towards  the  close,  a  dark  giannlir 

beautiful  deep  amber  colour,  aromatic  matter  separated,  destitute  of  taste  and 

and  very  bitter,  acid  to  litmus  paper,  smell.  (A.) 

and  of  s.  g.  1020.  The  concentrated  infusion  separated 

2il  Maceration. — The  same  bark,  not  and  left  at  rest  for  more  than  a  week, 

havinglieen  deprived  by  pressure  of  the  did  not  undergo  the  slightest  change. 

water  absorlxfcf,  was  again  macerated  It  was  aromatic  and  intensely  bitter, 

24  hours  in  24  pints  of  cold  distilled  and  readily  blackened  a  weak  solution 

water.    The  second  infusion  possessed  of  tinct.  ferri.  mur. 

the  properties  of  the  first,  but  in  a  far  The  second  infusion  during  conceo- 

less  degree.    S.  g.  1010.  tration    let  fall    much    red    grannlar 

3«/il/tf<Trff/io».— Inthesamequantity  matter   (A),  and  subsequently,  when 

of  water.    S.  g.  of  the  infusion  1007.  left  at  rest,  formed  a  gummy  predpi- 

4th  Maceration.-^S.  g.  of  infusion  tate  containing  evident  crystals,  (Kf 

1004.  The  third  infusion  underwent  simiur 

t)tk  Maeeration.^H.  g.  iOOO.    This  chanffcs,  yielding  after  concentration 
infusion    was  nearly    colourless,  and  a  still  larger  quantity  of  gummy  pre- 
possessed scarcely  any   aroma,  bitter-  cipitate. 
ness,  or  astringency.  The  three  infusions  concentrated  to 

Obs.— Ihe  methotl  adopted  in  this  s.  g.   1200,  and   separated   from  the 

expjerimcnt  is  the  same  which  is  in-  gummy  and  red  granular  matter,  weic 

variably  employed  in  making  the  cold  mixed,  and  weighed  Slbs.  1 1  ounces. 

infusion  from  which  the  liquor  cin-  Obs.— A  much  larger  quantity  of  red 

chona;  is  formed,  except  that  to  form  granular  matter  usually  falls  from  the 

the  liquor  the  operation  18  notcoutinucd  fatter, than  from  the  earlier  infusions 

bevond  the  third  maceration.  probably  because  that  which  is  obtained 

The  bark  which  I  employ  is  not  from  the  tissue  is  less  soluble  than  that 

JiMciu  powdered,  but  only  suhpulveriscd,  which  is  contained  in  the  cells  and  is 

for  the  following  reasons :—  taken  up  duringthe  eariier  macerations. 
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In  the  quantity  of  liquor,  and  the  ditional  portion  of  spirit  of  wine.    The 

specific  gmvity  of  the  first  infusion,  spirit  filtered  and  distilled  left  of  ^mi- 

Howard's  bark  of  1837  is  nearly  equal  nine  229  grains, 
to  that  taken  from  the  St.  Jago;  out       The  refuse  bark  was  finally  macerated 

the  quality  obtained  from  barks  im-  several  hours  in  water  acidulated  with 

ported  in  other  years,  equally  good  in  acetic  acid,  to  which  it  imparted  no 

appearance^  and  treated  exactly  in  the  colour.    The  infusion  was  not  preci- 

same  way,  is  much  less.  pitated,  and  only  slightly  coloured  by 

Horner's  bark,  imported  in  1834-6,  the  addition  of  ammonia, 
yielded  4  lbs.  7  ounces,  and  a  sample  of       Obs.— 281bs.  therefore  contain  about 

my  own  of  another  importation  yielded  14  ounces  of  quinine.     Experiments 

only  2  lbs.  9  ounces.  1  and  2  show  that  the  liquor  prepared 

Exp.  2.— Two  ounces    of  the  con-  from  28  lbs.  contains  nearly  10  ounces 

centrated  infusion,  s.  g.    1200,  were  of  this.    The  remainder  of  the  quinine 

diffused  in  eight  ounces  of  distilled  not  taken  up  by  the  cold  water  may  be 

water.     The  mixture  was  very  bitter  subsequently  separated  by  acetic  acid 

and  aromatic.    Tr.  ferri  mur.  rendered  (see  experiment  13),  and  added  to  the 

it  quite  black.  The  mixture  was  acidu-  liquor,  which  will  then  contain  the 

lated   with  pure    muriatic   acid,  and  whole  of  this  constituent.    But    this 

saturated  with  magnesia,  and  the  pre-  addition  will  scarcely  repay  the  expense 

cipitate  was  washed  and  dried.    The  of  the  operation, 
supernatant  fluid  was  scarcely  bitter.        The  quantity  of  quinine  in  different 

and  tr.  ferri  mur.  produced  very  httle  samples  varies  considerably,  but  the 

blackness.  The  dried  magnesian  matter  reduction  of  the  specific  gravity  of  the 

was  boiled  in  alcohol,  s.  g.  815,  and  the  li^or  to  1200  ensures  a  uniformitjf  in 

solution  decanted.      The    spirit    was  this  respect  which  cannot  be  obtamed 

distilled  off,  except  one  ounce,  which  by  the  simple  infusion  or  decoction  of 

was  left  to  evaporate  spontaneously,  a  definite  quantity  of  bark. 
The  mass  remaining  at  the  bottom  of       Exp.  4.---0ne  ounce  of  the  li<]uor 

the  dish  was  dissolved  by  dilute  sul-  was  dried  and  incinerated ;  the  incme- 

phuric  acid  carefully  added  till  it  was  ration  was  slowly  accomplished,  the 

in  the  slightest  degree  in  excess.    The  matter  burning  like  leather.   The  ashes 

solution  was  slowly  evaporated,  and  weighed  37  grains, 
crvstals  formed  of  sulphate  of  quinine.        The  37  grs.  were  boiled  in  distilled 

These  crystals  were  dissolved  in  dis-  water,  and  the  nitrates  of  baryta  and 

tilled  water,  and  ammonia  being  added  silver  indicated  the  presence  of  sul- 

a  white  matter  fell  (quinine),  weighing  pkuric  and  muriatic  acids  in  the  solu- 

96 jCTains.  tion.    The  residuum  was  further  dis- 

Obs. — It  appears  from  this  experi-  solvedin  distilled  water,  acidulated  with 

ment  that  5  lbs.  11  ounces  of  the  con-  pure  muriatic  acid;  and  ferrocyanate  of 

centrated  infusion    contain  within   a  potash,  ammonia,  and  bicarbionate  of 

few  grains  10  ounces  of  quinine,  which  soda,  detected  tr<m,  alumina^  and  lime^ 

is  therefore  the  quantity  taken  up  by  The  residuum  was  silex. 
cold    distilled   water  from  28  lbs.  of       Obs. — I  have   generally  found  the 

yellow  bark.  muriates  most  abundant   in   inferior 

Exp.  3.^1  lb.  (avds.)  of  yeUow  bark  samples  of  bark, 
subpulverised  was  macexated  all  nieht       Exp.  5. — 120  grs.  of  theredmnular 

over  a  water  bath  in  4  pints  of  distifled  precipitate  (A),  were  macerated  in  4  oz. 

water  acidulated  wiUi  sulphuric  acid,  of  alcohol.     The  spirit  was    deeply 

The  liquor  was  strained  throueh  gauze,  tinged.    A  second  portion  was  slightly 

The  bark  was  then  boiled  half  an  hour  tinged.    The  residuum  dried  weighed 

in  two  successive  portions  of  acidulated  73  grs.,  47  grs,  havinv  been  taken  up 

water,  and  the  liquor  stmined,  pressure  by  the  spirit.    The  7o  grs.  were  placed 

being  used  to  displace  the  fluid.  in  distilled  water,  and  liquor  potassse 

The  three  liquois  were  mixed  and  was  carefully  added.    Turmenc  paper 

oversaturated  with  fresh  slacked  lime,  indicated  no  free  alkali  till  the  quantity 

The  mixture  was  boiled  and  filtered,  added  amounted  to  2  drms.    The  alka- 

and  the  predpitale  dried  and  boiled  line  liquor  took  up  33  grs.,  leaving  40 

in  two  portions  of  spirit  of  wine ;  the  grains  undissolved, 
filter  and  the  matter  remaining  on  it        Obs. — ^This   precipitate  appears  to 

being  also  washed  and  boiled  in  an  ad-  consist  chiefly  of  tannin. 

804.— XXXII.  ^^ 


162  ON  YELLOW  DARK. 

Exp.  0.— One  ounce  of  the   same  dissolved  it,  and  wafer  precipitated  it 

mntter    was    incinerated  ;    the   ashes  from  its  solution.    Tlie  waxy  matter 

weighed  only  19  grs.    Ten  grains  of  readily  inflamed^  buinin^  with  miieh 

this  being  taken  up  by  distilled  water  smoke. 

gave  to  the  nitrates  of  silver  and  baryta        £xp.  9. — All  the  precipitates  firom 

traces  of  sulphuric  and  muriatic  aeid$,  28  lbs.  of  yellow  bark  were  placed  in 

The  residuum,  boiled  in  water  acidu-  dilute  sulpnuric  acid  for  several  hoon, 

lated  with  pure  muriatic  acid,  gave  to  and  a  little  heat  applied.     The  filtered 

ferrocyanatc  of  ]x>tash,  ammonia,  and  solution  was  saturated  with  lime,  and 

bicarbonate  of  soda,  a  little  iron,  a/u-  boiled  over  a  water-bath.      The  le- 

YNiHff,  and  lime,  siduum  was  then  dried,  boiled  in  spiiit 

Exp.  7. — The  ^immy  precipitate  (B)  of  wine,  and  the  spirit  distilled  oC^- 

as  it  dried  formea  beautiful  crystals  in  cepting  2  drs.  which,  being*  evaporated 

considerable  quantity.    A  portion  of  it  to  dr}'ncss,  left  of  quinine  22  ffrs. 
was  washed  in  spirit  of  wine  to  remove        Obs.<— The    precinitates,    uerefbre, 

the  tannin  and  gummy  matter.    The  contain   quiniHe  and   lime^    combined 

remaining  mass  of  crystals  was  of  a  with  Atttic  acid,  gummy  miaiier^  UuunM, 

pale  yellow  colour,  in  ai)pearancc  re-  and  wax, 

sembhng  sulphate  of  ouinine.     The       Exp.  10. — The  cold  infusions  tested 

crystals   were    dissolvea    in    distilled  with  iodine  did  not  indicate  a  trace  of 

water,  and  oxalic  acid  carefully  added  starch.    A  iK)rtion  of  the  residual  bsrk 

caused  an  abundant  white  precipitate  exhausted  by  5  cold  macerations  wai 

(L).    The  supernatant  liquor  was  not  placed  in  fresh  distilled  water,  and  hest 

disturbed  by  the  further  addition  either  applied. 

of  oxalic  acid  or  of  lime-water,  and        The  colours  produced  by  the  additioo 

therefore   contained  neither.     It  was  of  tr.  of  iodine  at  thediffiirent  temien* 

evaporated  to  the  consistence  of  syrup,  tures  were  as  follows : — 
anu   gradually  deposited  crystals  for  At  135  deg.  red 

many  weeks.    These  crystals,  consist-  140   „     pale  violet 

ing  of  the  peculiar  acid  of  bark  com-  150  „     full  violet 

monly  called  kinic  nciW,  are  perfectly  160   „     deep  purple 

colourless  and  very  acid.    Tlicy  dis-  1 70    „     the  same. 

solve   quinine    readily,  even  without  The  bark  ^-asnowremoved  and  washed; 

heat,  forming  "with  it  a  salt  which  does  a  fresh  portion  of  water  was  added,  sad 

not  redden  litmus  paper.  the  temperature  raised  to  1 90^.  Scarce^ 

The  precipitate  (L)  was  dissolved  in  a  trace  of  starch  remained, 
pure  muriatic  acid,  the  solution  tiltered,        Ohs. — The  starch  is  taken   op  be^ 

and  lime  precipitated  by  carbonate  of  tween  140**  and  170^. 
soda.  Exp.  11.— The  residual  bark,  after 

Obs. — Kinate  of  lime  does  not  appear  5  cold  macerations  (ex.  1),  was  isiM 

to  be  an  important  constituent  of  bark,  half  an  hour  in  dittilled  water  ;   the 

for  inferior  bark  contains  much  the  fluid  was  turbid.    While  hot  it  was  of 

lamst  quantity.  a  reddish  yellow  colour,  but  became 

Exp.  8. — Another   ]x>rtion   of  the  milky  when  cold.    A  slight  bittemen 

^ummy  precipitate  (B)  was  placed  in  and   acidity  were  perceptible,  mnd  a 

distilled    water,  and    the    clear  fluid  little  bhickness  was  produced  by  the 

poured  off.     The  insoluble  residuum  addition  of  tr.  ferri  mur. ;  the  specilie 

(C)  was  a  light  powder,  of  a  brownish  Gravity  was  '999.    One  half  of  this 

red  colour,  scarcely  bitter,  and  almost  nuid  was    acidulated  with    sulphuric 

tasteless.    20  grains  of  it  were  incine-  acid  and  boiled,  and  continuecT  acid 

rated ;  the  odour  was  very  fragrant,  and  after  boiling.    It  was  saturated  with 

much  resembled  castor :  1 )  grs.  only  hmc,  boiled,  and  filtered ;  and  the  le- 

remained.  siduum  boiled  twice  in  spirit  of  wine. 

Another  portion  of  C  was  almost  The  spirit  filtered  and  withdrawn  left 

entirely  dissolved  in    liquor   potassoe  of  quinine  5i)  grs. 
and  Ho.  ammoniip,    and   tinct.   ferri        The  other    half  of   the  fluid  WM 

mur.  aaded  to  the  filtered  solutions,  strained  and  evaporated.    Itcontinned 


solutions  was  wary.     Boiling   ether    only  1  i  oz. 
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1  oz.  of  this  matter  was  incinerated  The   acetic  solution  was  carefully 

without  flame.    A  little  aroma  escaped,  precipitated  by  oxalic  acid,  and  the 

The  ashes,  50  grains,  were  boiled  in  precipitate,  when  ^andbumed,(lime) 

distilled  water,  which  took  up  16  grs.,  weiffnedl52grs.    The  fluid  from  which 

leaving  34  undisfoWed.  the  lime  had  been  separated  by  oxaUe 

The  solution,  tested  with  the  nitrates  acid  was  then  precipitated  by  ammonia, 

of  silver  and  baryta,  and  tartaric  acid,  and  the  precipitate,  when  dry,  (quinine) 

indicated  the   presence   of  tulphuric  weiffhea  2  oz.  300  grs. 

new/,  muriaiie  acid^  and  poiatk.  Tne  370  grains  not  taken  up   by 

The  34  grains  were  almost  entirely  acetic  acid  were  macerated  24  hours  in 

dissolved  in  water  acidulated  with  pure  1  pint  of  cold  rectified  spirit,  sp.  gr. 

muriatic  acid.    Ferrocyanate  of  potash,  838.    The  spirit  took  up  201  grains, 

ammonia,  and  bicarbonate  of  soda,  indi-  and  became  of  a  dark  colour,  leaving 

cated  iron,  alttmina^  and  lime,  169  grains  undissolved. 

Obs.—- The  sp.  gr.  of  the  decoction  The  169  m.  were  boiled  in  spirit '10 

after   cold   maceration   is   sometimes  minutes.     The  filtered  fluid  was  dark, 

above,  but  more  frequently  below,  1000.  The  insoluble  refuse  weighed  1 14  grs., 

When  the  sp.  gr  rises  above  1000,  it  having  lost  55. 

is  chiefly  owinj^  to  the  presence  of  a  The   two   portions   of  spirit   were 

little  gum.    The  starch  is  lighter  than  mixed,  and  the  spirit  being  separated 

water.    The  quantity  of  quinine  taken  by  distillation  in  a  glass  retort,  left 

nn  from  28  lbs.  of  bark  by  boiling  dis-  3  dr.  3  grs.  of  a  dark  matter  (tannin) 

tilled  water,  after  5  cold  macerations,  which  produced   an   intensely  black 

is  1 12  grs.  colour  with  tr.  ferri  mur. 

Exp.  12. — ^The  residual  bark  from  The  insoluble  refuse,  114  grs.,  was 

Exp.  11.  was  boiled  half  an  hour  in  dis-  burned,  and  left  6i  grs.  of  ashes  ex- 

tilied  water  acidulated  wiik  su/pkuric  tremely  light  and  bulkv. 

acid.    To  the  strained  liquor,  still  acid.  Gas. — Exps.  12  and  13  show  that 

was  added  new  burnt  lime  in  powder,  after  cold  water  has  taken  up  the  whole 

The  mixture  was  boiled  half  an  hour,  of  the  quinine  and  other  soluble  matters 

and  the   fluid   strained   off  through  deposited  in  the  cells  of  the  bark,  there 

hempen  bags.    The  collected  matter  may  still  remain  a  further  portion  of 

was  thoroughly  dried,  and  boiled  half  quinine,  together  with  lime  and  tannin, 

an  hour  in  12  pints  of  rectified  spirit,  so  intimately  united  with  the  tissue 

The  spirit  was  passed  through  paper,  itself  as  to  be  only  separable  by  means 

and  the  refuse  washed  with  a  second  of  acids. 

portion  of  spirit,  which  was  added  to  This  portion  of  qninine,  when  com- 

the  first.    The  spirit  was  then  brought  pletely  separated  b^  sulphuric   acid, 

over  by  distillation,  and  left  in  the  bal-  amounted,  in  this  instance,  to  3  oz. 

neum  3  oz.  280  grs.  of  quinine  re-  280  grs. 

semblin?  wax.  Acetic  acid  takes  up  this  second  por- 

£xp.  13.— 28  lbs.  of  yellow   bark  tion  of  quinine  less  perfectly  than  sul- 

having  been  subjected  to  6  macerations  phuric  acid,  but  the  quinine  is  sepa- 

in  cold  water  until  the  infusion  ceased  rated  from  acetic  acid  with    greater 

to  gain  any  increase  in  specific  ^vity,  facility  and  less  expense  by  means  of 

were  macerated  in  water    actdulaied  ammonia  without  the  use   of   spirit. 

with   acetic  acid  (specific  gravity  of  The  quinine  thus  obtained  is  generally 

vinegar  1004).  combined  with  more  or  less  tannin, 

In  half  an  hour  the  sp.  fft,  of  the  which  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  remove 

fluid  was  1001,  and  ammonia  gave  a  from  it.    There  is,  however,  no  neces- 

large  precipitate.    In  1  hour  tne  sp.  sity  to  do  this  if  the  quinine  is  to  be 

gr.  was  1O06.    In  4  hours  it  still  re-  added  to  the  liquor,  of  which  tannin  is 

mained  at  1006.  an  important  constituent    The  com* 

The  fluid  was  drawn  off  and  a  fresh  bination  is  easily  eflSMsted  by  dissolving 

portion   of   acidulated   water   added,  the  quinine  and  tannin  in  a  little  dilute 

This  operation  was  repeated  3  times.  acetic  acid.    I   have   before  alluded, 

The  fluids  were  mixed,  and  precipi-  under  Exp.  3,  to  the  expense  of  this 

tatcd  by  ammonia.-     The  precipitate  pait  of  the  operation,  and  1  may  add 

was  placed  in  dilute  acetic  acid,  but  a  that  I  have  sometimes  found  that  cold 

considerable  portion,  370gr8.  remained  water  has  taken  up  the  whole,  or  nearly 

undissolved.  1^  whoisp  of  the  quinine,  so  that  the 


164  ON  YELLOW  BARK. 

residual  bark  has  yielded  little  or  none  difTiciiUy,  burning  like  leather.    H&lf 

to  acetic  acid.  a  grain  only  rcmBined. 

I  shall  here  introduce  two  experi-  The  last  experiment  was  repeated  u 

ments  to  show  more  clearly  the  ^wcr  far  as  the  third  maceration  with  4(0. 

of  acetic  acid  as  a  solvent  of  quinine.  of  bark ;  and  the  quinine  aubsequently 

Exp.  14.— 2oz.  of  Howard's  yellow  separated  from  the  residual  baik  br 
bark,  subpulvcrizcd,  were  placed  in  snlphuric  acid  weighed  3^  gm.,  n'hien 
14  oz.  of  distilled  water  and  2  oz.  of  nearly  agrees  with  the  former  result. 
fiistilled  rineyar  for  half  an  hour,  and  £xp.  15 — 2oz.  of  Howard's  yellow 
frequently  stirred.  The  fluid  was  filtered  bark  were  boiled  ten  minuses  in  J  ol 
through  washed  white  paper,  and  pre-  of  distilled  water  acidulated  with 
cipitated  with  ammonia  so  long  as  a  sulphuric  acid^  The  fluid  was  strained, 
creamy  separation  took  place.  The  and  the  bark^  boiled  ten  minutes  in 
precipitate  was  very  abundant.  The  a  second  portion  of  acidulated  vater. 
colourless  su^xfrnatant  fluid,  being  The  decoction  was  fully  satoratcd  with 
treated  with  more  ammonia,  gave  a  magnesia,  and  the  dried  magnesian 
yellow  precinitate  resembling  powdered  matter  boiled  ten  minutes  in  two  sac- 
gamboge.  The  two  precipitates  mixed,  ccssive  portions  of  rectified  spirit.  The 
weighed,  when  quite  dry,  25  grs.  solutions  were  mixed,  and  the  spirit 

The  bark  was  again  macerated  for  being  withdrawn  left  26  gr^.  of  quinine, 

half  an  hour  in  7  oz.  of  distilled  water  Obs. — The  colourless  precipitate  from 

and  1  oz.  of  distilled  vinegar,  and  the  the  first  acetic  solution   was  quinine 

fluid   Altered   through    washed  white  nearly  pure  \  the  second,  of  a  gamboge 

paper.  Ammonia  being  added  as  before,  colour,  chiefly  tannin ;  the  suuseqnent 

a  considerable  precipitation  ensued,  but  precipitates  consisted  idmost  entiiely 

much  less  than  the  flrst.    The  super-  of    tannin.    The    quinine    taken    op 

natant  fluid  was  red,  and  the  precipitate  by   sulphuric    and   acetic    acids    was 

was  tinged  with  the  same  colour.    It  as  26  :  25. 

weighed  when  dry,  7  grs.  £xp.  10.^2  oz.  of  yellow  bark  sub- 

A  third  maceration  was  made  with  pulverized  were  macerated  several  daji 

7  oz.ofdistilled  water  and  half  an  ounce  m  1  oz.  of  spirit  of  wine.     The  spirit 

ofdistilled  vinegar,  and  ammonia  added  was  brought  over,  and   left  a  sniall 

to  the  Altered  fluid  as  before.    The  quantity  of  dry  inflammabU  extract, 

precipitate  was  a  deep  red  colour,  as  consisting  of  resin  and  tannin. 


vinegar  gave  only  half  a  grain.  A  sixth  detected  on  the  surface.    When  the 

maceration  with  half  an  ounce  of  dis-  still-head  was  removed,  the  odour  wss 

tilled  vinee^ar  yielded  0.    The  residual  very  strong. 

bark  was  boiled  ten  minutes  in  water        It  appears  from  these  experiments 
acidulated  with  sulphuric  acid.    The  that  yellow  bark  contains ~ 
strained  fluid  was  saturated  with  mag- 
nesia, and  the  magnesian  matter  dried  A  peculiar  acid,  Exp.  7. 


Thei)recipitate8,I-5,weighing39)grs.        Exp.  17. 

were  placed  in  half  a  pint  of  distilled  Lime,  Exp.  4,  G,  7,  11. 

water,  and  acetic  acid  added  to  dissolve  Potash,  Exp.  1 1 . 

the  quinine;  the  filtered  fluid  was  care-  Alumina,  Exp.  4,  6,  II. 

fully  precipitated  bv  ammonia,  and  the  Muriatic  and  sulphuric  acids,  Exp.  4. 
quinine,  when    collected    and    dried.        6,  II. 

weighed  23  grs.,  to  which  may  be  added  Iron,  Exp.  4,  6,  11. 

2  grs.  for  tlie  quinine  remaining  on  Silcx,  Exp.  4. 

the  filter- in  all  25  grs.  Wax,  Exp.  8. 

The  23  grs.  were  incinerated  with  Resin,  Exp.  1(5. 


ON  YELLOW  BAEK.  l^ 

Gummy  matter,  Exp.  7.  OBS.—The  quantity  of  water  em4 

Starch,  EjLp.  10,  IL  ployed   in  this  experiment  was  four 

Woody  tissue.  times  the  it'eight  of  the  bark,  on  account 

The  following  experiment  was  made  of  the  small  quantity  of  bark  experi- 

to  ascertain  the  length  of  time  required  mented  upon, 

for  the  cold  infusion.  The  most  agreeable  cold  infusion,. 

Exp.  18.*— Half  a  pound  of  yellow  and  that  which  is  most  likely  to  suit  a 

bark  subpulverized  was  placed  in  two  weak  stomach,  is  formed  in  the  first  half 

pints  of  cold  distilled  water.     In  five  hour.  The  sp.  gr.  continues  toincrease  to 

minutes  theflnid  was  acid  to  test  paper,  the  end  of  the  third  hour,  after  which 

In  twenty  minutes  it  was  manifestly  little  or  nothing   is  gained  by  coii- 

acid  to  the  taste.                               ^  tinuing  the  maceration  in  the  same 

In  half  an  hour  the  filtered  infusion  fluid, 

was  of  a  beautiful  straw  colour,  fragrant,  If  the  fluid  is  now  poured  off,  and  a 

and  agreeably  bitter,    sp.  ^.  1004^.  fresh  proportion  of  water  added,  the 

Tr.  ferri  mur.  produced  a  delicate  grass  maceration  may  be  repeated  for  the 

green  tinge,  and  a  little  separation.  same  time. 

Tr.  of  galls  gave  a  slignt  brownish  The  acid,  auinine,  tannin,  and  aro- 

white  di8turbance;tartarized  antimony,  ma  tic  principles,  are  taken  up  rapidly 

a  whitish  precipitate :  oxalic  acid,  no  from  the  commencement  of  the  opera- 

perceptible  change,  tion  |  the  lime  somewhat  later.   . 

In  one  hour  the  fluid  was  a  deeper  The  tannin  taken  up  by  the  water 

straw  colour,  more  bitter,  but  not  un-  apparently  forms  subsequently  a  new 

pleasant.     The  bitter  remained  long  combination,    which    diminishes    its 

upon  the  tongue,  sp.  gr.  1006}.    Tr.  effect  on  salts  of  iron;  for  after  six 

ferri   mur.    produced    a    deep    green  hours'  maceration,  the  infusion,  which 

colour,  and  a  larger  precipitate ;  tar-  had  previously  given  a  copious  precipi- 

tarized  antimony  and  tr.  galls  a  great  tate  with  tr.  ferri  mur.,  ceased  to  do  so, 

disturbance ;  oxalic  acid  no  change,  though  it  acquired  the  green  colour. 

In  two  hours  the  bitter  was  much  £xp.  19. — 1  lb.  of  pnelg  powdered 
more  intense,  and  the  test  paper  was  bark  was  macerated  one  hour  in  four 
made  quite  red.  Sp.  gr.  1009.  Tr.  ferri  pints  of  cold  distilled  water,  and  the 
mur.  produced  instantly  an  opaque  infusion  filtered.  As  the  filtration  pro- 
green,  and  the  subsequent  precipitation  ceeded,  more  distilled  water  was  a&ed 
was  still  greater.  The  effect  of  tartarized  four  successive  times,  until  thesp.gr. 
antimony  and  tr.  of  galls  was  much  the  of  the  infusion  was  reduced  to  10(X). 
same  as  before.  Oxalic  acid  produced  The  bark  was  then  boiled  ten  minutes 
a  great  disturbance.  The  precipitated  in  water ^  and  the  strained  decoction 
matter  was  a  yellowish  white.  sliehtly  acidulated  with  sulphuric  acid 

In  three  hours  test  paper  had  the  and  boiled.    At  the  termination  of  the 

same  appearance;  the  taste  was  very  boilin^r  the  decoction  was  still  acid, 

bitter  and  permanent;  sp.  gr.  101  li.  The    fluid    was    again    strained    and 

Tr.  ferri  mur.  produced  the  same  effect  saturated  with  lime;  and  the  residuum 

as  in  the  first  triaL  'The  other  tests  as  dried  and  boiled  fifteen  minutes  in  half 

before.  a  pint  of  spirit  of  wine.    The  spirit 

In  four  hours,  sp.  gr.  had  not  in-  being  abstracted  from  the  filtered  fluid, 

creased.  Tr.  ferri  mur.  and  the  other  re-  left,  of  quinine,  4  grs. 

agents  produced  the. same  changes  as  The  bark  was  next  boiled  twenty 

in  the  last.  minutes  in  water  acidulated  with  suU 

In  five  hours  and  a  half,  sp.  gr.  was  phuric  acid,  and  the  strained  fluid  satu- 

still  101  li.    Tr.  ferri  mur.  produced  a  rated  with  lime.    The  residuum  was 

dull  green,  but  very  litUe  precipitate.  dried  and  boiled  in  two  successive  por- 

In  six  hours,  sp.  gr.  the  same.    Tr.  tions  of  spirit.    The  spirit  mixed,  and 

feni  mur.  gave  a  still  paler  green,  and  brought  over  by  distillation,  left,  of 

no  opacity  or  precipitation.  quinine,  59  grs. 

Two  pints  of  cold  distilled  water  The  same  operation  was  performed 

were  now  added,  which  reduced  the  by  cold  maceration  with  1  lb.  of  sub- 

specific  gravity  of  the  fluid  to  1006.  At  pulverized  harh,  till  sp.  gr  of  infusion 

the  end  of  one  hour,  sp.  gr.  was  still  was  1000.    The  quinine  subsequently 

1006.     Nothing    therefore    had    been  taken   up  by.  boning   water  weighed 

taken  up  by  the  additional  water.  4  grs. ;  and  the  quinine  taken  u\)  U'j 
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boiling  water  acidulated  with  sulpharic  place  to  so  great  an  extent  that  water 

acid  weighed  58  grs.  is  incapable  of  redissolTing  it. 

It  follows,  then,  that  the  qninine  4.  That,  containing  no  starch  ni 
taken  up  by  cold  infusion  must  also  little  gum,  it  will  remain  malteicd  for 
haye  been  the  same  in  the  two  cases,  a  great  length  of  time. 
and  consequently  that  no  advantage  5.  That  the  quantity  of  spirit  cos- 
is  gained  by  reducing  the  bark  to  tne  tained  in  a  dose  is  too  soudl  to  be 
state  of  powder.  objectionable. 

6.  That  it  is  a  conveoicmt,  ytri^li. 

The  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  and  elegant  nedioBCw  laJsimiii  wA 

these  experiments  are —        ^  wine  or  water  in  sny  psopoitioii. 

1.  Baik  will  yield  to  cold  diatilUd  On  its  merits  as  a  therapentie  sfest 
water  all  its  constituents  except  starch  I  forbear  to  enter.  1  wiU  only  add, 
and  woody  fibre,  some  earthy  salts,  and  that  whatever  yellow  baik  can  aeeosi- 
a  small  portion  of  tannin  and  quinine,  plish  will  be  best  performed  either  by 
which  can  only  be  separated  from  the  the  recent  cold  infusion  or  the  conccn- 
tissue  by  means  of  an  acid.  trated  licjuor.     The    latter    not  oaly 

2.  28  lbs.  of  good  yellow  bark  will  agrees  with  the  stomaeh,  when  iirits- 
yield  from  5  to  G  lbs.  of  concentrated  tion  and  nausea  are  produced  by  tbe 
liquor,  sp.  ^r.  1200,  containing  about  disulphate  of  quinine,  oat  it  not  nnfre- 
10  oz.  quinine ;  the  aroma,  and  the  quently  succeeds  in  obstinate  periodic 
greater  part  of  the  tannin  and  iron,  and  cachectic  diseases  when  the  disnl- 
and  the  peculiar  acid  of  bark,  of  which  phate  of  quinine  has  ikiled.  Bnt  the 
only  a  small  portion  is  lost,  forming  an  liquor  cinchona  has  been  so  long  befoit 
inert  salt  with  lime.  the  profession,  and  is  so  extensively 

3.  To  form  this  liquor  it  is  only  employed,  that  it  requires  no  obserra- 
necessary  to  subpulverize  the  bark,  tions  of  mine  to  prove  its  eflScacy.  My 
and  macerate  it  from  four  to  six  hours  in  object,  in  the  present  paper,  is  rather 
twice  its  weight  of  cold  distilled  water,  to  make  more  generally  known  the 
repeating  the  process  twice,  or  at  most  exact  method  of  prepanng  it,  and  to 
thrice:  to  concentrate  the  infusions  direct  attention  especially  to  those 
over  a  water  b;ith  to  sp.  ^r.  1200,  and  pecuUarities  in  the  process  on  which  its 
allow  the  liquor  to  deposit  the  ^ummj  elegance  and  efficacy  chiefly  depend. 

l1  so  much  of  the  tannin  as  it  The  above  is  offered  as  a  okanmmct 


matter  and  so  much  of  the  tannin  as  it  The  above  is  offered  as  a  phm\ 

cannot  retain  in  solution.  l/c«r/analysis  of  yellow  bark ;  arA«MiW 

To  separate  any  gum  that  may  still  analysis  i  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of 

remain  m  the  liquor,  and  to  prevent  presenting  before  long,  as  well  as  a 

anydccom[)osition,  proof  spirit  is  added  similar  series  of  experiments  on  the 

to  it,  until  the  sp.  ct.  of  the  liquor  is  cinchona  lancifolia. 

reduced  to  1100.    Tne  quinine  still  re-  Richabd  Battlet. 

maining  in  the  bark,  may,   if  it  be  Uborttory,  Ophthalmic  Hospital^ 

thought   desirable,  be    separated    by  Moorficida, ApriiiSiS. 

acetic  acid,  and  precipitated  from  its 

solution  b^  ammonia;  and  being  re-  CASE  OF  ILEUS, 

dissolved  in  a  small  quantity  of  ailute  ^„     .,    ,      .     ,^  j.    ,  ^ 

acetic  acid,  may  be   diffused  in  the  ^^*'''  '^'  ^^"^^  ^'*~'  GazHi^O 

liquor.  

The  advantages  of  this  medicine  are —  We  beg  to  offer  the  accompanying  a» 

1.  That  it  contains  not  one,  but  all  count  uf  a  case  of  ileus  to  the  ££tois 
the  active  principles  of  yellow  bark.  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  for  inaertion, 

2.  That    the    greater    part    of    the  if  approved,  in  their  i)eriodical ;  for — 
quinine  is  preserved  in  its  natural  slate  1st.  We  may  learn  from  it  the  sd- 
in  combination  with  the  peculiar  acid  vantage  of  adopting,  in  cases  in  which 
of  bark,  in  which  it  is  more  soluble  no  rational  plan  of  treatment  presents 
than  in  sulphuric  acid.  itself,  the  methodui  expectant^  or  of 

3.  That  the  active  principles  hate  husbanding  up  the  vital  powers  to  sup- 
anderyone  no  change,  either  frum  ex-  l>ort  au^'  providential  efforts  at  reco- 
posure  to  too  great  heat,  as  in  the  very  which  may  be  made  in  the-aystenL 
decoction,  &c.  or  by  being  brought  into  *2dly.  It  was  daily  observedf  that, 
too  close  contiguity,  as  in  the  extract,  when  the  intestines  were  loaded  to  ful- 
in  which    secondary  formations   take  I'^'^^i  ^hc  pussio  iliaca,  or  reversed 
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tion  of  the  inteatinesi  was  UBiformly  ^  Morphue  Acet  gr.  *,  Stib  hor.  ad 

accompanied  hj  sjfaun  or  cramp^  of  tert.  tic.  siim. 

those  muscles  fonniog  the  abdominal  p.m.— $L  Mag.  Sulph.  3j.  Stiis  hor.  siim. 

parietes;  so  that  the  external  surface  irau     t      u^        -^        •           ^'  a 

^Tskin;^  corrugated  and  irregular,  ,  ISth.-Leeches  were  a^in  applied 

in  like  manner  ^  is  visible^  the  to  the  abdomen,  and  a  blister,  with  a 

larger  muscles  of  the  extremities  when  wpetition  of  blue  pill  and  morphia. 

unJer  the  influence  of  cramp  j  and  this  ^^^^T^Jf "^^J^^^MT^"^  "if '"'' 

continued  until  the  fiecal  matters  were  ^" '  *^,?  ^T.l^^^  ?*f  ^,P^?^?^^« 

brought  up  by  the  stomach.  T^u'^'V'?  w  ^'^*^''  besides  injec 

3dTy.  Weliam  the  length  of  time  tions,  the  following  were  prescribed^: - 

the  body  can  be  supported  by  the  ah-  *•— 9>  Hyd.  Chlorid.  gr.  x. ;  Morphia 

sorption  of  iU  own  substance,  after  so  ^p^'  f^'J'J'^'  "'  ™**"  ^  P"'  *^- 

senous  an  attack  of  disease,  and  such  ^  ^^^  ^^'  ^'.^^  ^^^'      ^      ^      ,, . 

complete    obstruction,    together  with  ^•■7^~*^"  ^.^  ^S"^'  ^\  '^}^''  °";"* 

material  derangement,  of  i  vital  func-  ^^.  ^"?  °^  *  piH,  cvciy  four  hours,  by 

.ua»v.Ku  w.»»u5viu«^.«»,  V*  »  TiMM  »uuv  which  increase  of  pam  and  sickness 

-Tk   T»    o  1%          T»   -a j-t-KT  were  produced,  and  the  matter  Tomited 

D.  R.  &  David  B.  M*Nab.  ^  j^  ^1^,„  dark-green. 

Epping,  April  90, 1S43.  3»— Ox  gaU,  by  injections  and  as  pills, 

A B ,  has  had  occasionally,  ^  ^' 

for  the  last  five  years,  pain  in  the  right  After  which  remedies  the  svstcm  was 

hypogastric  region ;   and  three  years  supported  by  occasional  bee!-tea  injec- 

ago  had  an  illness,  with  griping  pain  tions,   effervescing  medicine,   brandy 

in  the  abdomen.  and  water,  and  yoke  of  egg,  &c. 

March  12,  a.m. — Has  griping  pain  The  abdomen  was  vastly  distended 

in  the  abdomen,  sickness,  and  desire  and  tympanitic ;  vomiting  and  consti- 

to  go  to  stool.  pation  continued ;  emaciation  extreme. 

9,  Hyd.  CUor.  gr.  iiss. ;  P.  Opu,  gr.  i,  The  tongue,  at  first  milky  and  dotted, 

Stat.  sum.  became  gradually  furred,  till  redness, 

p,  Haust.  Rh£i,  et  Mag.  Carb.  hor.  j.  appearing  as  a  streak  in  the  centre, 

post  hac  sum.  spread  over  the  whole  tongue,  which 

7  o'clock  P.M.— No  evacuation  of  the  was  moist  and  diy  accorSng  to  the 

bowels.  morning  and  evening  changes  of  the 

p.  Haust.  Sennss  Co.  stet  sum. :    to-  typhoif  symptoms.                              . 

mited.    Administ.  Hnema  Salis  et  Sap. :  P?^«  variable,  as  affected  by  the  re- 

with  this  came  away  mueh  hard  f»cal  ^~^.       ^                  „        , 

matter.  Mmd  at  first  venr  collected,  and  per- 

To.i-      T»  •       •  1     A            -A.           J  ceptions    unusually    quick  j     latterly 

I3th.--Pain  violent ;   vomiting  and  j^^^h  sopor,  after  which  delirium  fol- 

constipation  continue;  abdomen  tym-  lowed,  until  the  senses  could  be  quite 

panitic ;  pain  rather  relieved  by  pres-  roused 

sure.    During  tiie  naroxysms  of  pain  April  1st. --Passed  involuntarily  a 

the  pulse  very  smaR,  and  ex^emities  large  quantity  of  urine, 

cold.    Tongue  milly  and  dotted.  2d,  5  p.m.— Tongue  still  dry ;  pulse 

Capiat.  Mist.  01.  Ridni,  ex  muoihig. :  quick  and  sharp, 

▼omited  agaiu.  6  P.M.— At  length,  after  a  period  of 

tOl.  Ricim,  Jss.  Stis  hor.  sum.  twenty-one  days,  two  evacuations  were 

Hyd.  Chlorid.  gr.  j.  hdr.  ij.  post  01.  passed  from  the  bowels,  yellow,  and  of 

Ricmi,  et  6tto  Iw.  sum.  thick  gruel  consistence.     Pulse  much 

Balneum  ouidum  bis  terr e  die.    Dry  heat  gQffpr 

P.iS^-Ato^^enema01.Terebinth.  ,    ^^^'  ^^f"^*"^  «*P'  ^^,1^^  "^.^  ^^' 

in  Linim.  Hyd.  Co.  abdom.  infrkand.  ^^^ed  by  a  large  evacuation  like  the 

.          '  above. 

14th.-Abdomen  tender  and  tympa-  5,  Haust.  Sod.  Tart.  Efferv. 

nitic ;  vomitmg  and  constipation  con- 

tinue.  3d, — No  sickness ;  appetite  returned. 

fl  Hirudin,  xg.  abdom.  appUcand.  ^th. — R  Quinn  Disulph.  gr.  j.  bis  die 

Bain,  calid.  sum. 

To  allay  the  violent  paroxysms  of  8th.— Tongue  paler  and  moist ;  pulse 

colic  pains—  soft  and  quick*     Diet :  port  wine  ot 
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brandy  and  water,  broth,  mutton  chops,  IcM   distingnished,    according  to  hii 

eggs,  oread  and  milk,  &c.  talents  or  opportunities.      The  other 

Sleeps  frequently  night   and    day.  leaves  school  at  14  or  16,  is  bound  ip- 

Mmd  listless  and  dull*    Temper  cross  .                   ^^««.«i     ,*—•:•  r,.«— 

and  sclf-wiUed.     He  has  continued  to  P«^^f  ^   to   a    gei^al     practitioner 

improve.  spends  five  years  m  diflpenung ;  and  if 

he  have  a  good  maater,  or  watchful 

.z  parents,  in  profitable  study  of  elemen- 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE-  ♦^'^  works.     At  19  he  comea  to  toinii 

spends  two  or  three  years  at  the  hos- 

Friday,  April  28, 1843.  pj^^,  ^^^  lectures ;  passes  his  examxna- 

tion  at  22,   and  becooies   a    general 

.!l/^J?il"*"?'"'."*'**/*!f"  ""l?*'  digiiiuteni  practitioner.    What  has  made  the  dif- 

ArtiM  MedU^e  tueri ;  potestas  modo  veniendi  m  * 

publicum  ait,  dicendi  pericuiom  non  recuio."  fercnce  between  these  two  young  men  ? 

CicBEo.  What  has  made  the  parents  of  the  latr 

tcr  select  for  him  this  course  instead  of 

MEDICAL  EDUCATION.  ^^  ^,i,er  ?    Not  the  mere  diffeRnce  in 

The  practical  division  of  the  profession  expense  between  a  College  education 

into  two  great  classes,  those,  namely,  andahighapprenticc-fee;butthedifier- 

who  can  afford  to  wait,  and  those  who  ence  between  the  prospect  of  his  getting 

cannot^adverted  to  in  a  former  num-  profitable  employment  soon  instead  of 

her — produces  also  a  difierence,  chiefly  late.     The  one  could  afford  to  wait ; 

as  to  literary  qualifications  generally  the  other  could  not.     But   how  was 

attained  by  each ;  and  all  that  the  State  the  immediate  return  obtained  ?  Partly, 

seems  bound   to  do  is  to  fix  a  mini-  no  doubt,  at  least  in  former  times,  by  the 

mum  of  the  required  professional  edu-  sale  of  drugs ;  for  in  the  most  private 

cation.      In  contending   for   a  high  shops  there  was  formerly  something  of 

standard  of  general  education  for  all  this  kind — families  were  supplied  by 

who  enter  the  profession,  no  new  thing  the  fanfiily  apothecary.     Or  he  might 

is  imagined.    An  equally  high  standard  earn  a  good  salary,  and  hold  a  respect- 

for  all  would  be  new,  but  there  would  be  able  station  in  society  as  an  assistant ; 

no  harm  in  the  novelty    What  was  the  but  his  principal  dependence  was  on 

case  formerly,  and  what  is  the  theory  at  dispensing  the  prescriptions  of  physi- 

present  ?     Two  neighbours  of  the  mid-  cians,  and  on  his  practice  amongst  the 

dling  class  send  their  sons  to  the  same  middling  classes.  An  apothecary, twenty 

school — Eton,  Harrow,  Westminster,  or  years  ago,  could  pay  his  expenses  by 

a  good  private  establishment.    One  goes  the  prescriptions  of  physicians ;  and  he 

to  College,  graduates  in  arts,  and  subse-  often  obtained  these  from  houses  where 

quently  in  medicine  ;  comes  to  London,  he  never  prescribed  himself  for  the  heads 

and  studies  the  practice  of  his  profes-  of  the  family. 

sion  in  the  hospital  and  the  lecture-  This  source  of  income  is  now  entirely 

room  ;   gets,  it  may  be,  appointed  to  gone,  or  very  nearly  so.    The  apothe- 

a  public  institution ;  spends  his  lei-  cary,  highly  educated,  and  no  longer 

sure    in    the    pursuits    of   literature,  the  mere  dependent  of  the  physician,  has 

science,  or  travel,  and  in  the  society  of  become,  in  fact,  a  substantive  person  ; 

the  gentry  who  were  his  companions  but  has  he,  with  the  professional  edu- 

at  school  and  college ;    takes  not  a  cation  of  the  physician,  the  means  of 

single  fee  for  five  years  or  more,  and  waiting  till  these  acquirements  shall 

then  gets  gradually  into  practice  as  a  be  demanded  and  paid  for  by  the  pab- 

physician,  occupying  a  place  more  or  lie  ?     If  he  has,  then,  let  him  be  called 
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Vkhat  he  will,  bis  adiud  statos  is  the  of  the  druggist  as  such*— or  that  of  th6 
same  as  that  of  the  physician,  and  he  apothecary  of  days  long  past  ?  By  no 
has  ceased  to  belong  to  the  class  who  means.  Still  less  do  wc  think  lightly  of 
cannot  afford  to  wait  If  he  has  not,  the  qualifications  that  ought  to  be  pos- 
then  let  us  see  what  are  his  resources,  sessed  by  every  one  who  practises  me- 
As  an  assistant,  what  will  he  get  ?  For  dicine.  We  do  not  think  one  degree  of 
an  answer. see  the  advertisements  in  knowledge  good  enough  for  the  consti- 
the  medical  and  daily  journals.  A  tution  of  the  poor,  and  another  for  that 
Union— he  may  live  t^tlA  that,  but  of  the  rich;  but  we  do  happen  to  know 
hardly  by  it.  He  must  in  self-defence  that  the  ignorant  poor,  as  well  as  the 
open  a  shop.  To  do  this  successfully,  ignorant  rich,  will  not  go  exactly  where 
he  must  compete  in  matter  and  in  man-  the  best  knowledge  and  skill  are  to 
ner  with  the  druggist  and  the  grocer  j  be  procured.  They  will  go  where  they 
and  now  of  what  use  is  his  degree  tit  please ;  and  if  a  totally  uneducated 
Uteris  kumanioribuif  his  ancient  and  man  can  attract  the  public  to  his  shop, 
modem  languages,  his  '*  treatises  de  not  only  for  medicine  but  for  advice, 
senectuie  and  de  amieiiiAf  his  shorter  then  we  would  say,  that  to  insist  on 
or  longer  oration,"  his  philosophy  those  who  advise  having  some  qualifi- 
(that,  indeed,  is  wanted),  his  algebra  P  cation  instead  of  none,  is  wise  and 
— elegant  recreations,  and  useful  withal    humane. 

to  fill  up  the  time,  together  with  driv.  The  new  bill,  it  seems,  proposes  to 
ing  away  the  flies  in  summer,  and  the  allow  those  to  practise  who  are  already 
cold  in  winter !  practising,  and  will  insist  on  the  quali- 

It  is  all  very  well  for  men  in  large  fications  of  future  candidates  being 
practice,  where  cathartic  mixture  is  sufficient  to  render  their  practice  at 
made  by  the  gallon,  and  pills  by  the  least  harmless.  This  seems  to  be 
gross,  to  get  paid  for  the  medicine  pretty  much  what  was  done  in  the  case 
made  in  their  shops— ncm  0/0/;  but  it  of  the  apothecaries.  The  Apothecaries' 
taints  the  whole  man,  inside  and  out,  Act  let  in  all  those  who  were  in  prac- 
who  has  to  take  pence  behind  his  own  tice  before  1815 ;  subjected  all  future 
counter.  candidates  for  admission  to  the  sur- 

In  these  days  we  are  not  likely  veillance  of  the^  Worshipful  Society : 
to  meet  with  practitioners,  empi-  and  whatever  theoretical  objections 
rical  or  regular,  uniting  the  family  may  be  made  to  appointing  a  private 
experience  ofseven  generations  in  their  corporation  the  guardians  of  public 
own  persons,  like  the  one  mentioned  interest  in  so  important  a  matter,  it  is 
by  Lady  M.  Wortley  Montague ;  but  notoriously  matter  of  experience  that 
there  are  qualities  sometimes  found  the  present  false  position  of  the  apo- 
among  the  unlicensed  and  the  unlearned,  thecary  is  in  great  degree  consequent 
which  command  a  success  denied  to  on  the  high  standard  of  education 
the  laureated  possessors  of  diplomas,  required  for  the  license  of  the  Wor- 
The  greatest  skill  in  the  practice  of  our  shipful  Society,— a  circumstance  indi- 
art,  and  the  most  substantial  marks  of  eating  no  neglect,  on  their  part,  of  the 
public  favour,  are   often   found   with    public  health. 

persons  who  are  wofully  deficient  in  The  principal  remedy  for  the  exist- 
those  qualities,  whether  natural  or  ing  evils  is  to  be  found  in  the  gradual 
acquired,  which  most  dignify  and  and  persevering  exertions  of  the  gene- 
adorn  the  inner  man.  ral  practitioner  to  improve  his  acquire- 
Do  we,  then,  undervalue  the  function    ments  and    his  position,    to  educate 
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himself  and  all  about  him  to  the  high-  MEDICAL  RE  FORM. 

est  standard  of  real  professional  dig-  („^„„  ^,  Common..  Ti,«d.T,  April  tt. 

nity  that  his  present  position  admits  

of.    Let  him  be  paid  for  his  time  and  mr.  Macaulat  widied  to  pot  a  qoolioi 

skill,  not  for  his  physic ;  and  we  would  to  the  right  hon.  baronet  the  Sooetuy  of 

add,  let  him  not  hold  that  time  and  State  for  the  Home  Departmait  respectim 

skiU  too   cheap-charge  enough  for  ^.JjS  orKT'ln^e^S^  ;S2! 

them  when  they  are  required,  but  pay  He  wiahed  to  know  whether  ^iwJe  usg^O^ 

no  more  visits  than  are  wanted.  **®'**  which  he  had  been  told  wen  in  pn- 

rp.        V.     •  •  J  ^  S^cM  ^^^  time  ago  on  this  anbieet.  bd 

The  physician    and   pure   surgeon  g^  y,^^^^^  ^  ^^^  ,  tenninmSaT «  to 

must  take  care  of  themselves,  to  keep  enable  the  introdnetion  of  a  bill  faiio  IMi. 

their  acquirements  so  much  above  those  ™^*  *"*  ^  subject  ?  He  wished  to  ksov, 

of    the  majority   that  they  shall  be  !^i^Lrof  1^1  !!^ 

/       -^  ,  .  ■^,,      .  expectation  of  luch  an  act  being  pawed  inioi 

looked  up  to  as  advisers  worth  having,  biw  this  leaaion  ?  And  thiidly,  if  the  n^ 

This  their    ample    means,    the    pro-  hon.  baronet  felt  that  they  coidd  not  eipcct 

longed    and  scientific  studies    which  ^  paaa  a  general  meaa«re«^^ 

^,    **  ,  ,     ,  ,1.  "easion,  whether  he  would  have  snv  obiec- 

they  can  command,   and  the   public  tion  to  introduce  into  the  Poor  Law  Arti 

appointments  for  which  these  may  fit  clause  to  remedy  the  most  prassli^  snd  crj- 

them,  ought  to  enable  them  to  do.    If  JP*  grieTancc.  under  which  ^  medaoal  pio. 

-,  V,     ...      ,  ,      ,,  fession  now  laboured,  from  the  ccmstmcCioB 

these  opportunities  do  not  make  them  of  the  present  law,  in  the  exclusion  of  SratS 

superior,  no  legislation  will  do  so.    Of  and  Irish  medical  men  from  pnotiaiig  ii 

really  consulting   physicians  or  sur-  the  workhouses  ? 

^ ;.  1    .  r  'J         1  au  Sir  J.  Graham  said,  he  bad  no  hedtatioa 

geons  but  few  are  reqmred,  and  those  -^  ^ying  that  the  negS^tiations  to  wuTSs 

few  must  be  really  the  best.  right  hon.  gentleman  referred  had  bees  w 

It  would  pnibably  not  be  expedient,  ^'  auccessful  as  to  leave  no  donbt  on  hii 

«  it  assuredly  i,  not  pracUcable.  for  rab.er^-.tb^^'lvtrftgKJ'u.ir 

the  general  practitioner  to  give  up  at  duce  a  measure  with  respect  to  the  w«Miifi 

once  the  dispensing  of  his  own  medi-  profession.    As  to  the  second  qoeition  of 

cines.    The  public  are  not  educated  up  ±^  "l^^^  ^''^'  e^^^'^^  whether  then  wm 

A    .V      *u  r     •  *    ir    J -f  any  hope  of  passing  such  measnie  this  vsir, 

to  this;  the  profession  cannot  afford  It.  that  of  course  must  depend    on   the  rI 

It  is  an  excellent  guarantee  for  the  ception  given  to  it.    He  was  dispoecd  to 

goodness  of  the  drugs,  that  they  are  think  that  the  measure  was  worthy  the 

?      .  ,     ,  .  J       1  ,  attention  of  the  house,  and  he  should  briar 

furnished  by  a  person  deeply  concerned  it  forward  in  the  expectation  that  it  iroS 

for  their  efficiency ;  only,  do  not  let  pass  this  session.    At  the  present  time  le 

them  1)0  the  thing  paid  for.     We  have  H^  ?^^^^  ^®  ^^^^  ^  **^»  ^  tb«  come 

.  f  ...     .  11.  ^.  of  the  present  session,  to  brinar  fbrvud  a 

no  great  faith  in  public  meetings,  to  n^easarJ  on  the  subject,  a^it  wHThh 

do  badly  and  with  tumult  what  the  confident  belief  that  it  would  pase  into  slsv 

same  number  of  persons  could  better  *^"  aession.    He  should  only  advert  briefly 

do  quietly,  or  we  could  wish  there  were  %J^lr  ^L,  llA^^ 

an  association  to  settle  ascale  of  charges,  subjected  to  great  hardship  by   the  intar- 

beluw  which  no  member  should  practise  prctation  put  on  tlie  act  with  reference  to 

under  pain  of  expulsion;    but  unity,  EngUsh  practitioner,  and  that  some  I«ls. 

*  .    ^.   .,     ,    ^    """/,  tivc  measure  was  called  for  on  that  psSes- 

not    uniformity— individual    nrmness,  br  pouit.— 7Vme«. 

not  united  clamour,  are  what  the  cir- 

cumstances  require.  WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS  SOCIBTT. 

DEATH  OF  THE  DUKE  OP  SUSaaZ, 
THE  PATaON. 


The  late  lamented  Duke  of  

the  patron  of  this  Society  on  the  death  of 
the  Duke  of  Kent,  in  1820. 
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As  soon  as tfaedenthofHIiBoydHlslmew,  die  priMecQtiim,  and  Mr.  Pdlock,  of  Man- 
on  Friday  last,  waa  made  kaofWD,  an  Extra-  cheater,  for  the  defenoe.—I  am,  air, 
ordinary  Court  of  Dntdbon  waa  aammoned,  Your  obedient  aerrant, 
by  reqniaition,  to  ooniMer  die  propriety  of  P.  H.  Holland,  M.R.C.S.L. 
portpora^  the  AmnMl  Dinner  of  the  Society.  Mancheater,  Aprfl  lo,  1848. 

The  Dmner  had  been  appointed  to  take  r«        .      ^.»    ^          ^     , 

idAce    on    Saturday,    the     29th   inatant,  Ca«rtfc/«r  (/Me  rfeceofftf.— It  was  clearly 

and    His    Royal    Highneaa   the    Dnke  of  P^^cd  that  the  deceased,  a  mechanic,  was  a 

Cambridge  had  graciously  consented  to  pre-  ffT"7*?^«  .*}^  man.  of  steady  habits  : 

side  on  the  occasion.    The  postponement  »**  n«  bad  laid  by  a  considerable  amount  of 

Iras  unanimoasly  resolved  on,  money  as  prortsion  for  himself  and  for  his 

No  other  day  can  with  propriety  be  fixed  ™»^y  5  ^^  }^  was  a  kind  husband  and 
unta  the  termination  of  the  Court  mourning,  ^^ «  ?2.^.rT  !?  ?^  unmediate  con- 
when  it  is  probable  Uiat  the  Stewards  wiU  n«ion  with  Ae  fomfly  bdieved  that  for  ten 
again  endearour  to  obtam  the  gracious  y«Y*  "®  ***"  "^^  ^"  "^  P"*"*^  m  peace 
presence  of  the  royal  Chairman.  and  comfort. 

Cftar«c/er^'^</'«*o««'.^The  witnesses 

all  agreed  in  saying  that  she  was  an  attentiTe 

MEDICO-LEGAL   EVIDENCE    IN    A  wife  and  kind  mother :  that  she  was  remark- 

CASE  OF  SUSPECTED  POISONING.  "^^  '°'  keeping  her  husband's  house  dean 

and  tidy.    The  only  fault  aacribed  to  her 

was  the  unhappy  practice  of  drinking.    It 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  did    not  appear   that  she  was  a  podtiye 

Ig^j^  drunkard,  but  certainly  she  drank  much  and 

'  often.    An  attempt  was  made  to  proye  that 

I  FORWARD  to  you  an  outline  of  the  trial  of  a  long  time  ago  she  stole  money  from  her 

Mary  Hunter,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  husbiuid  to  pay  her  drinking  debts,  lest  he 

her  late  husband,  by  administering  to  him  should  discover  her  bad  bdbayiour ;    and 

arsenic,  which  caused  the  disease  of  which  mention  was  made  of  some  indecent  levity 

he  languished  from  the  25th  to  the  28th  of  of  which  it  was  said  she  had  been  guilty 

November,  and  then  died.     She  was  also  nearly  two  years  before;  committed,  however, 

arraigned  on  the  coroner's  inquest.  in  the  presence  of  witnesses  who  tiiemselves 

"Wlben  your  readers  are  informed  that  this  considered  it  a  joke.  May  we  not  judge  of 
trial,  which  was  brought  to  a  premature  close  the  animue  with  which  the  prosecution  was 
by  the  case  for  the  prosecution  breaking  urged  by  the  foct  of  these  old  stories  having 
down  under  the  able  cross-examination  of  (even  if  true)  been  raked  up  against  her  ? 
the  witnesses  against  the  prisoner,  before  Poieon  inpoenegion  o/prieoner. — It  was 
anything  was  urged  in  her  defence,  they  will  distinctly  proved,  and,  though  at  first  denied, 
at  once  see  that  it  is  alike  impossible  for  afterwards  acknowledged  by  the  prisoner, 
you  to  publish,  or  for  me  to  write,  a  full  that  she  had  purchased  two  ounces  of  arsenic, 
report  of  the  whole  case.  I  will  therefore  as  she  said,  to  poison  twitchdocks  (black- 
attempt  no  more  than  to  state,  in  the  most  beetles)  and  mice.  It  was  also  proved  that 
succinct  manner  I  am  able,  what,  to  the  her  next-door  neighbour's  house,  and  there- 
best  of  my  judgment,  are  the  true  facts,  fore  probably  her  own,  was  infested  with 
qualiiying  those  which  were  stated  in  the  twitchdocks,  and  though  no  mice  were  found 
prosecution  by  what  I  know  would  have  on  searching  the  house,  that  is  no  proof  they 
been  urged  in  defence.    I  intend,  at  the  were  not  tl^re. 

earliest  possible  opportunity,  to  prepare  a  An  attempt  was  now  made  to  show  that 

full  account,  whidi,  in  consequence  of  my  the  arsenic  was  bought  secretly ^  but  it  sig- 

very  intimate  knowledge   of   the   drcum-  nally  failed.     She  says  that  she  lost  the 

stances,  I  believe  I  can  do  more  completely  arsenic  on  her  way  home,  and  a  witness  said 

than  any  other  individual ;  if  any,  therefore,  that  she  had  given  her  the  same  account  a 

suspect  that  the  following  account  is  a  partial  week  preceding  the  deceased's  illness ;  and 

one,  I  entreat  them  to  suspend  their  judg-  it  is  most  probable  that  this  is  true,  for  a 

ment  until  they  see  the  whole.  most  diligent  search  discovered  no  trace  of 

I  will  not  attempt  giving  an  outline  of  the  arsenic  in  any  part  of  the  premises.     If  so 

evidence  of  each  witness,  for  that  you  can  much  as  two  ounces  haid  been  put  into  the 

refer  to  the  Liverpool  newspapers  (the  Mail  fire,  its  penetrating  garlicky  fumes  would 

and  the  Albion  contain  the  best  reports  I  have  been  almost  inevitably  perceived ;   if 

have  yet  seen,  but  very  imperfect  neverthe-  put  into  the  privy,  almost  as  inevitably  de- 

less) :  I  prefer  stating  in  the  natural  order  the  tected   by-  the    rigorous   chemical  analysis 

circumstances  which  I  consider  proved,  and  which  was  instituted, 

which  would  not-have  been  disproved  by  the  Behaviour  (ffthe  accused. — At  the  inquest 

witnesses  or  arguments  for  the  defence.  the    witnesses  all  agreed    in   saying    that 

Mr.  WUkins  and  Mr.  Monk  appeared  for  nothing  in  her  behaviour  had  excited  vVk&vx 
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suspicion.  When  her  husband  was  taken  ponidge  was  iiiade«  and  tiiat  perhfii  ik 
suddenly  ill,  she  quickly  gave  the  alarm,  and  might  have  neglected  to  waah  it  ouft.  If  mf 
ran  off  herself  to  her  usual  doctor,  and  not  thing  was  in  the  porridge  it  imut  liaTe  b«i 
finding  him  in  went  to  a  second;  again  fail-  something  besides  arsenic,  urn  that  has  m 
iug,  went  to  a  third,  whom  her  husband  taste,,  would  not  very  quickly  prodnoe  hm 
widhed  to  have.  She  nursed  him  attentively  of  the  throat,  wluch  cayenne  would,  wai 
throughout  his  illness ;  told  Mr.  Harrison,  the  heat  produced  by  anenie  would  not  be, 
the  surgeon,  that  she  was  sorry  he  had  not  like  that  produced  by  a  anudl  qnaotity  if 
come  sooner,  as  she  had  expected.  This  eayenne,  temporary  only.  The  foaudii 
readiness  to  put  tha  cose  under  medical  and  purging  having  continued  riolently  Ibr 
observation  looks  ^-ery  unlike  conscious  hilf  an  hour,  gradually  subsided,  and  dts 
guilt.  The  only  neglect  attributed  to  her  was  two  or  three  hours  entirely  ceased,  and  §A 
allowing  the  water  to  escape  from  a  bottle  put  not  again  recur;  the  pain  and  teuduaai 
tb  her  husband's  feet,  by  which  the  bed  was  also,  which  had  been  violent  at  first,  «m 
wet,  and  was  allowed  to  remain  so.  There  entirely  absent  afterwards  :  upon  this  poist 
was  no  hasty  putting  away  of  the  matters  the  surgeon  speaks  quite  positivdiy  ;  "  be  hii 
purged  or  vomited  ;  there  was  a  very  natural  no  pain  or  tenderness  at  all  after  the  sob- 
attempt  made  to  avoid  inspection  and  an  sidcncc  of  the  vomiting."  This  is  ezoeednig^ 
inquest,  and  a  hasty  seeking  to  get  posses-  unlike  the  progress  of  fatal  gastritis  fron 
sion  of  his  property.  This,  she  snys,  was  arsenic  :  there  are  many  fatal  cases  reoofded 
because  she  thought  his  relations  would  try  of  no  pain  having  been  complained  of  at  all, 
to  prevent  her  getting  it ;  a  suspicion  which  cases  in  which  the  patient  dies  fVom  the 
events  have  shown  was  not  entirely  without  overpowering  effect  upon  the  nerrona  syateui 
foundation.  one  such  I  have  myself  put  on  record  in  yov 
Precioua  health  ^f  the  deceased, — This  pages — but  has  there  been  one  single  case  of 
was  stated  to  have  been  perfectly  good,  as  severe  pain  once  excited  ever  suhsidiBg, 
he  was  never  off  his  work  from  illness,  and  except  for  short  intervals,  unless.  Indeed,  le- 
had  made  no  applications  for  **  sick  money"  covery  has  followed  ?  I  am  sure  it  iaei* 
from  the  club ;  but  I  believe  that  though  tremely  rare,  if  ever  it  happened  at  all. 
never  positively  ill,  he  was  rarely  qnite  well.  The  deceased  was  seen  at  9  o'clock,  abost 
that  he  had  recently  had  syphilis,  and  pro-  three  hours  after  the  apparent  eomncaee- 
bably  had  had  mercury,  that  he  had  habitu-  ment  of  the  disorder,  by  Mr.  Willis, 


ally  stinking  breath,  griping  pains,  uncertain  to  Mr.    Harrison,  who  describes  his  strte 

appetite,  and  wind  ;    for  which  he  wus  in  then   as   that  of  collapse — the   pulse  yaj 

the  habit  of  taking  cayenne  pepper.  weak,   and  the  extremities  cold  :  the  itool 

Hhto^ry  of  the  fatal  dinorder. — The  de-  which  he  saw  was  clay -coloured,   and  the 

ceased  returned  from  work  about  G  on  Friday  vomiting  not  bilious.    He  was  then  retdnng 

evening,  the  25th  of  November  last,  in  ap-  violently,  but  there  was  no  vomiting.     Mr. 

parcntly  good  health;  he  took  five  or  hIx  Willis  considered  it  a  case  of  common  clioiefs, 

spoonsful  of  porridge  made  with  milk  and  and  prescribed  some  calomel  and  opium,  and 

meal,  and  almost  immediately  became  vio-  effervescing  draughts  with   ten  minims  ef 

lently  sick ,  with  vomiting  and  purging.  The  laudanum  in  each. 

matter  first  vomited  was  large  in  quantity.  It  is  probable  tliatthe  CSM  wasnotatlkt 
frothy  brown,  and  offensive,  and  appeared  to  time  considered  a  serious  one,  fbr  Mr.  Hsr« 
contain  pieces  of  carrot ;  no  particular  ex-  rison  did  not  visit  the  patient  till  3  p.if .  tbi 
amination  ofitwasmade.  He  was  apparently  succeeding  day,  23  hours  after  tbe 
purged  violently ;  the  first  stools  were  not  mencement  of  the  disorder :  the  wife, 
observed  ;  that  which  the  surgeon's  assistant  ever,  complained  that  he  did  not  come ' 
saw  was  clay.colonred  and  not  particulariy  He  found  the  patient  "  still  in  'n^^Jtfff, 
offensive,  but  one  of  the  attendants  said  pulseless,  very  weak,  with  difllculty  sf 
one  before  was  ragged,  loose,  of  a  foul  breathing,  no  particular  pain  nor  tenderam 
colour,  and  very  bad  smell.  The  deceased  on  pressure,  which  he  had  expected  after  sodi 
became  extremely  exhausted,  and  in  half  an  violent  vomiting  :"  the  vomiting  and  pug- 
hour  was  unable  to  walk,  and  when  he  was  ing  had  then  entirely  ceased,  and  did  not 
taken  by  the  arm  to  be  assisted  to  bed  he  recur  :  he  subsequently  became  costiTe.  Hs 
screamed  from  pain,  probably  from  the  ab-  was  not  in  a  state  of  stupor,  but  indisposed 
domen  being  thereby  stretched.  to  answer  questions.     He  had  no  hoarsciiem 

Wlientakingthe  porridge  be  com  plained  of  or  change  of  voice;  no  remarkable  change 

itstaste:  said,  "Mary,  thou  hast  put  summut  of  countenance  :   he  looked  merely  anzioni 

in  this  porridge,  either  pepper  or  snuff:"  it  and  sharpened.     The  eyes  were  a  little  sunk, 

made  bis  throat  hot  and  painful.  This  heat  of  but  not  red  or  bright,  or  otherwise  remarii* 

the  throat  seems  to  have  been  complained  of  able.     The  questions  by  which  all  this  was 

for  a  very  short  time  only.  Tlie  accused  said  cliiutcd  so   distinctly  and  so  aneqniTooally 

that  she   had   that   morning    boiled    some  ^crc  put  by  Mr.  Pollock  in  a  manner  which 

rayeniie   pep[>tT  iu  the   pun  iu   which  the  sbowrd  that  he  was,  ub  1  know  he  is,  quite 
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conversant  with  the  subject ,  and  should  be  a  vards  as  presumptions  of  guilty  knowledge, 

warning  to  all  members  of  our  profession  so  little  did  this  attract  notice  at  the  time 

how  thej  venture  unprepared  into  a  witness-  that  no  suspicion  whetever  appears  to  have 

box.     As  I   differ  from   Mr.   Harrison  in  been  excited,  until  it  was  learned,  the  day 

the  -view   which  he    takes    of   this    case,  after  the  man's  death,  that  the  wife  had 

I   think   it   only  just   to  say   that    I   am  purchased  arsenic  from  the  druggist  who 

sure  but  very  few  could   have    borne  so  was  accustomed  to  supply  her  with  medicine, 

well  so  stringent  an  examination  ;  a  hundred  who  she  herself  voluntarily  told  that  her 

times  more  severe  and  searching  than  I  got  husband  was  sick  to  death,  and  that  Mr. 

at  either  the  College  or  the  Hall,  whatever  Harrison  was  attending  him — a  very  extra- 

the  experience  of  others  may  have  been.  But  ordinary  communication  to  make  by  a  woman 

to  proceed  with  the  history.     On  Sunday  who  had  a  guilty  knowledge  of  the  cause  of 

forenoon  Mr.  Harrison  found  the  patient  that  sick  husband's  illness !  Suspicion,  how- 

**  in  the  same  state ;"  **  he  was  very  restless,  ever,  being  thus  excited,  a  coroner's  inquest - 

bad  great  tiiirst  and  tightness  across  the  was  summoned,  and  an  inspection  of  the 

chest,  and  suppression  of  urine."     There  body  ordered,  which  was  made  on  Tuesday 

being  yet  no  reaction,  he  thought  the  man  evening,  by  Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr.  Dyson, 

in  great  danger,  and  told  his  wife  so.     He  Surgeons. 

ordered  him  a  drop  of  prussic  acid  in  the  Externally  every  thing  appeared  healthy, 
effervescing  mixture,  a  blister  to  his  stomach.  There  was  no  blackness  or  lividity  of  the 
a  bottle  of  hot  water  to  his  feet,  and  a  genitals ;  no  eruption  of  any  kind ;  the  body 
mustard  bath  (to  his  feet,  as  I  understand),  was  not  at  all  supple,  as  it  often  is  when 
All  these  means  were  properly  employed,  blood    is    prevented  from    coagulating  by 
except  from  the  carelessness  about  the  bottle  arsenic.  Hie  poei'moriem  contraction  of  the 
of  hot  water,  which  might  easily  pass  unde-  muscles  seems  to  be,  like  the  coagulation  of 
tected  without  any  culpable  negligence,  at  the  blood,  the  last  act  of    vitality,    and 
the  man  was  so  nearly  insensible;  and  it  ^>pear8  to  be  prevented  by  the  same  cir- 
appeared  to  me  ungenerous  hi  Mr.  Wilkina  cumstances,  namelv  a  rapid  exhaustion  of 
to  urge  it  agahut  Sm  wife  as  a  presumption  the  vital  powers  before  death, 
of  animal  indifference  to  her  sick  husband's  On  opening  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen 
comfort  and  safety.  every  tldng  appeared  healthy,  till,  on  **  re- 
On  Sunday  night  he  was  seen  again,  and  moving  the  stomach  and  intestines  as  far  as 
remained  still  in  the  same  state.  the  rectum,  and  laying  them  open,  very  con- 
On  Monday  morning  he  had  great  thirst,  siderable  inflammation  presented  itself  in  the 
could   scarcely  speak,   and  was    evidently  stomach  in  particular,  and  in  patches  through - 
dying.  out  the  intestinal  canal  to  the  rectum,  where 
One  of  his  fellow  workmen  is  reported  to  there  was  considerable  irritation ;   patches 
have  heard  him  express,  on  the  Monday,  a  of  redness  in  the  jejunum;  great  corrugation 
strong  expectation  of  recovery :   "  he  had  of  the  bladder."    The  stomach  and  bowels 
been  very  ill,  but  would  be  at  his  work  by  were  found  empty,  except  a  piece  of  potatoe 
the  end  of  the  week."   I  have  not,  however,  at  the  pylorus  (it  appears  that  the  deceased 
verified  this  statement;  I  suspect  there  is  had  not  eaten  potatoes  during  his  illness; 
some  error  as  to  the  time  at  which  it  was  the  last  time  was  on  Friday  at  noon).   Upon 
said.  He  had  cramp  on  the  Monday  evening,  more  particular  inquiry  Mr.  Harrison  said 
but  no  convulsions  or  paralysis.   He  died  on  that  there  were  about  four  ounces  of  reddish 
Monday  night,  about  aeventy-five  hours  after  brown  fluid,  apparently  coloured  with  blood, 
taking  the  suspected  article  of  ftx>d.  in  the  alimentary  canal,  which  is  consistent 
Though  both  he  and  the  accused  hersdf  enough  with  the  expression  empty ;  whereas 
attributed  his  iUnets  to  the  norridge,  he  does  Mr.  Dyson's  account,  that  **  there  was  a 
not  appear  to  have  himaelf  entertained  any  large  quantity  of  bloody  fluid,"  is  not  con- 
suspicion   of    her   intentions.      The    wife  sistent  with  Mr.  Harrison's  and  his  own 
fbolbhly,  but  very  naturally,  threw  away  previous  description, 
the  porridge  and  basin,  and  the  meal  o(  The  mucous  coat  was  highlv  inflamed  in 
whi<&  it  was  made,  lest,  as  she  said,  some-  distinct  patches,  with  evident  destruction  of 
body  else  should  be  made  ill  by  them.  Some  some  portions  of  that  membrane.  The  patches 
porridge  found  in  a  broken  basin,  in  the  were  brick  red,  rather  than  blsdc  or  brown, 
privy,  supposed  to  be  this,  was  analysed,  in  colour;  did  not  look  as  if  they  were  seared 
and  nothmg  found.    The  deceased  told  his  with  a  hot  iron.    Mr.  Harrison  is  doubtfU 
wife  that  t^  porridge  was  not  fit  to  eat,  and  if  there  was  any  real  ulceration,  or  any  thing 
she  might  give  it  to  the  dog.     She  replied,  more  than  abrasion  with  softening.    Mr. 
'*  nay,  if  it  has  hurt  you  it  will  hurt  him,  Dyson  speaks  positively  to  ulceration.     I 
she  would  throw  it  away;"  and  who  is  believe  neither  of  these  practitioners  preten4 
there  that  loves  a  dog  tiiat  would  not  have  to  any  great  accuracy  of  knowledge  in  morbid 
done  just  the  same  ?    IlKNigh  these  little  anatomy ;  and  we  shall  all  acknowledge  thia 
circfunstanoea  have  been  dwwt  upon  after-  is  a  ^loint  not  always  easytodetiecmine.  Mp« 
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Harriflon  said   positively  tliat    there  were  25th  of   a  grain.     My   friend,   IVoImm 

no  livid  B|iot0  on  the  inucous  membrane;  Mouta|;u   Phillipit  and   I,   disoovend  and 

Mr.  Dyer  layi  that  there  were  spoti  of  verified^  from  an  organic  miitare,  the  ooe- 

extravaiated  blood  on  various  parts  of  the  thousandth  of  a  grain,  and   proennd  by 

mnooos  membrane.  These  appearances  were  Marsh's  process    unequivocal   traon  ftna 

not  mentioned  at  all  by  the  eiaminers  in  quantities  far  smaller.     lo  tlua  case,  al», 

their  written  report  the  day  alter  the  ez-  a  piece  of  potatoe  was  not  dislodged  :  docs 

amination,  and  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  any  one  believe  arsenic  to  be  ns  easily  dis- 

po  remarlcable  a  circumstance  could  have  lodged  as  potatoe  ?     But  the  arsenic,  it  has 

been  overlooked  even  by  the  most  careless  been  urged,  might  have  been  all  in  sofaitioD ; 

observer,  which  we  liave  no  reason  for  sup-  it  was  stated  on  oath,  positiveljr  stated  too, 

poHing  Mr.  Harrison  to  be.  that  five  spoonfuls  of  milk  would  disaolve 

Both  of  the  surgeons  state  that,  in  their  the  whole  of  thirty  grains.     Mr.   Phillips 

opinion,  the  appearances  are  strongly  indi-  found,    by    experiment,    that   two  ouncjs 

eative  of  irritant  poisoning.     Mr.  Harrison  would  dissolve  half  a  grain  ;  woold  Imlf  a 

stated,  with  some  natural  hesitation,  that  he  grain  produce  this  extfmsive  inflammation  ? 

thinks  no  natural  disease  with  these  symp-  It  was  then  urged  that  more  was  taken,  and 

toms  would   produce  them.      Mr.   Dyson  might  have   been  removed   by  absorption, 

rests  his  opinion,  which  he  gave  in  the  most  But  where  had  it  gone  ?     Off  by  urine  ? 

confident  manner,  upon  his  assertion  that  But    he  had  suppression  of    urine.      By 

there  was    "  intense  inflammation  of   the  perspiration  ?     His  skin  was  dry.     By  pvl- 

mncous    membrane  of  the    stomach    and  monary  perspiration?    Does  arsenic  vols- 

howels ;  very  great  degree  of  softening  of  tilize  at  a  blood  heat  ?     It  was  carried  to 

the  same  membrane ;  spots  of  extravasated  the  other  parts  of  the  body.    Where  is  the 

Uood  on  various  parts ;  a  great  number  of  evidence  of  any  considerable  quantity  being 

points  ti^  ulceration,  which  were  most  present  so  carried  ? 

in  those  parts  of  the  intestines  (the  jejunum)  I  think  I  need  not  trespass  further  vpon 
which  in  natural  disease  are  free;  and  the  your  space:  Iho]ie,  ifanyofyouroorrespon- 
qnantityof  redsangnineouseflusionthrough-  dents  know  of  cases  in  whidi  any  of 
out  the  stomach  and  bowels.  That  he  had  these  unusual  circumstances  have  happened, 
been  engaged  in  six  cases  of  poisoning  by  they  will  point  out  where  they  are  recorded* 
arsenic ;  that  the  appearances  in  this  were  I  am,  sir, 
similar  to  those,  only  more  extensive  and  Your  obedient  servant, 
severe.  That  the  rectum  was  much  inflamed,  P.  H.  Holland. 

and  also  the  whole  of  the  large  intestines ^ 

were  inflamed;    which,   Mr.   Dyson   says,  x-^-ixr  *#  it  t/^xt» vrm 

rarely  if  ever  occurs  in  any  natural  disease.  ^0^ -MALIGNANT    MAMMARY 

*'  The  bladder  was  empty  and  firmly  con-  TUMOR 

tracted,  which  is  usual  after  arsenic;"  and  or  four  years'  standing — bxtirpatiok 

after  any  severe  irritatimi  of  the  pelvic  vis-  cure. 

cera,  ought  to  have  been  added.  _^ 

Ulceration  of  the  jejunum,   which  Mr. 

Dyson  principally  relied  on  for  the  proof  of  Ellen  Curtis,  setat.  23,  unmarried,  from 

arsenic,  is  not  frequent  after  either  natural  Gloucester   county.   New  Jersey,  was  ad- 

gastro-enteritis,orthat  from  poison,  but  rather  mitted  February  17th,  on  account  of  a  large 

lessunfrequentaftertheformer  than  the  latter,  tumor  of  the  right  breast.     She  states  that 

The  extent  of  the  inflammation,  granting  it  some  time  in  the  winter  of  1838,  she  ilrrt 

to  have  been  real  inflammation,  of  which  perceived  a  small,  moveable  tumor,  situated 

there  may  be  not  unreasonable  doubts,  is,  apparently  just  below  the  skin,  and  on  the 

so  far  as  it  goes,  a  presumption  against,  inner  side  of  the  right  mamma.    This  give 

rather  than  for,  the  supposition  of  poisoning,  but  little  uneasiness,  till  it  increased  to  the 

But  the  strongest  point  is  still  to  come,  size  of  a  walnut,  when  she  received  a  kiok  ini 

The  stomach  and  the  bowels,  with  their  the  part  from  a  cow,  after  whksh  it  was  i| 

contents,  were  given  to  Mr.  Davies,  an  times  slightly  painful.     She  now  eofend'H 

experienced  and  careful  chemist,  who  made  with  a  simple  plaster,  which  trestmenjt 

an  elaborate  analysis  of  the  tissues,  as  well  oonthiued  tiU  the  month  of  May  1841|;j 

as  of  the  contents  of  the  alimentary  canal,  she  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  qoMfci 

and  discovered  nothing.     Now,  no  one  will  applied  a  caustic  plaster  to  the  psrt- 

aasert  that  arsenic  may  not  have  done  all  the  course  of  a  short  period  of  *•" 

this  mischief,  and  have  been  entirely  dis-  a  lancet  into  the  tumor  or' 

clmrged  by  two  or  three  hours*  vomiting  and  twelve  different  tiroes, 

purging;    but  has    one    such    case    ever  no  discharge  followed  < 

occurred?    I  cannot  find  one.    The  only  one  application  of  the  o 

approaching  to    it    is  mentioned  by   Dr.  slougliing  of  the  sk^ 

Chnstison,  and  in  that  he  discovered  the  left  an  ulcerated  Wf 
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up  to  the  pment  period.    After  thii  treat*  from  malignancy  ;  and  when  taken  in  con- 
ment  the  tumor  slightly  enlarged,  and  baa  nection  with  the  great  weight  of  the  tumor, 
rince  that  time  presented  a  more  angry  and  its  loose  attachment  to  the  sorroandiug  parts, 
inflamed  appearance.       Five  weeks  since,  the  slow  progress  and  duration  of  the  dis- 
owing  to  a  large  venous  trunk  having  been  ease,  the  absence  of  glandular  ditfeaso  in  its 
opened    by    extension    of    the  ulceration,  vicinity,  together  with  the  want  of  all  fungous 
hemorrhage  to  a  very  large  amount  took  growth,  and  the  discharge  of  laudable  pus 
place,  which  was  arrested  upon  the  occurrence  from  its  ulcerated  surface,  and  its  marlced 
of  syncope  ;  and  on  the  evening  previous  to  lobulated  feel  and  appearance,  proved  con- 
her  admisaioQ  into  the  hospital  a   second  dusively  that  the  character  of  this  case  had 
bleeding  to  the  extent  of  three  pints  had  nothing  in  common  with  either  cancer  or 
occurred,  from  the  same  cause,  which  was  fungus  luematodes.     The  disease  was  kwked 
arrested  by  pressure.  upon  as  belonging  to  that  class  denominated 
The  tumor  is  now  of  large  size,  is  very  chronic  mammary  tumors,  and  in  the  ad« 
heavy,  and  is  observed  to  be  strongly  lobu-  vanced  stage  in  which  it  existed,  evidently  a 
lafted,  deep  depressions  existing  be^veen  the  proper  case  for  the  knife.     It  differed,  how- 
lobes.    These  lobes  are  hard  and  inelastic,  ever,  from  most  tumors  of  this  class  in  its 
and  the  whole  tumor  is  loose  and  free  from  great  size,  and  a  correct  diagnosis  of  it  was 
any  attachment  to  the  parts  beneath.     About  particularly  important,   as  we  could  con- 
one-fourth  of  the  skin  covering  the  breast  is  fidently  predict  for  the  sufferer  freedom  from 
ulcerated,  the  parts  below  jiresenting  the  any  return  after  the  operation, 
appearance  of  a  healthy  indolent  ulcer,  dis-         In  consequence  of  the  occurrence  of  her 
charging  laudable  pus,  and  with  nothing  like  menstrual  period  a  day  or  two  after  her  ad- 
a  fungous  growth  protruding  from  it.     No  mission  into  the  hospital,  tlie  disease  was 
hemorrhage  has  ever  occurred  from  the  sur-  not  extirpated  till  the  2d  of  March.    The 
face  of  the  ulcer.    The  skin  is   reddened  operation  was  done  in  the  usual  manner,  tlie 
around  the  ulcerated  part,  but  is  at  no  point  tumor  being  included  in  two  elliptical  in- 
puckered,  and  the  veins  on  the  upper  surface  cisions.    The  hemorrhage  following  it  was 
of  the  breast  passing  towards  the  neck  are  not  great ;  a  point  of  suture  was  inserted  in 
very  much  enlarged.     The  nipple  is  observ-  the  middle  of  the  wound,  and  its  sides,  in 
able,  below  tlu)  ulceration,  healthy  in  struc-  addition,  were  brought  together  with  two  or 
ture,  though  nearly  obliterated  ;  at  no  time  three  strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  after  which 
hns  there  been  any  discharge  from  it.     The  the  wound  was  covered  witli  a  little  lint,  and 
tumor  is  not  tender  to  the  touch,  neither  is  the  arm  supported  by  a  sling, 
it  pninfid,  except  on  the  approach,  and  dur-        Upon  examination  after  removal,  the  tumor 
ing  the  continuance,  of  the  menstrual  dis-  was  found  to  be  made  up  of  a  number  of 
charge  ;  and  with  the  exception  of  its  weight  separate    lobes,     very    cloiiely    connected 
and  size,  the  patient,  until  within  a  short  time,  together  by  cellular  tisue.     The  structure  of 
has  ezj)erienced  no  inconvenience  from  it,  these  lobes  was  very  dense,  and  when  divided 
and  up  to  within  two  weeks  of  her  admission  presented   very    much    the    appearance  of 
into  the  hospital  had  been  actively  employed  sweetbread.     No  vessels  could   be  traced 
In  the  domestic  duties  of  a  farmer's  family,  running  through  the  tumor,  which  was  com- 
The  left  breast  is  of  normal  size  and  appear-  pletely  surrounded  by  a  covering  of  thick 
anoe.  Her  general  health  is  good,  and  there  tendinous  substance, 
ia  no  enlargement  of  the  cervical  glands,  or        After  the  operation,    she  suffered   from 
of  those  in  the  axilla.     She  is  not  emaciated,  repeated  attacks  of  erysipelas,  as  well  around 
■nd  her  skin  is  free  from  sallowness,  though  the  wound asontheback,  abdomen,  legs, arm!<, 
her  appearance  is  that  of  a  person  debilitated  sod  fsce.    These  were  treated  by  a  careful 
from  large  looses  of  blood.     Her  menstrual  use  of  the  blue  pill  and  mild  cathartioM, 
periods,  which  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  together  with  neutral  or  effervescing  mix- 
•welling  were  irregular,  both  as  to  quantity    tures  ;  the  parts  affected  bemg  bathed  with 
and  time,  are  now  natural,  and  with  the  ex-    soap  liniment ;   and  in  consequence  of  her 
ception  of  some  enlargement  of  the  tonsils,    great  debility,  tonics  and  nourishing  food  of 
abe  presents  no  mark  of  a  scrofulous  taint,    an  unstimulating  kind,  in  such  forms  and 
Upon  the  first  aspect  of  this  case  it  pre-    quantities  as  her  excessively  irritable  sto- 
•ented  the  appearance  of,  and  migfat  upon  a    mach  would  allow  her  to  retain,  were  ad- 
■nperfidal    examination    have    been    pro-    ministered.    The  applieations  to  the  wound, 
nonnoed,  a  tumor  of  a  malignant  kind ;  but    after  the  first  day  or  two,  were  principally 
the  lustory  of  its  rise  and  progress,  as  well  as  a    the  common  muoilaginooa  or  water  dressing, 
oarefnl  examination  of  it,  readily  showed  its    an  adhesive  strap  being  at  the  same  time 
tnie  nature.    The  age  of  the  patient,   the    applied,  to  favour  dcatrixation. 
want  of  sallowness  hi  her  skin,  her  com-         On  the  25th  of  March    a  large  abscess 
pantively  good  general  health,  and  the  slight    seated  over  the  lower  part  of  the  back  was 
pain  she 'bad  suffered  from  it,  were  alone    opened.     On  the  31st,  abscesses  which  had 
— flciiwt  to  lead  as  to  luapcct  ita  freedom    formed  on  both  \ipper  txtt«mVi3uea  «!wn«  S^ 
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elbows,  were  opened.  By  the  2d  of  April) 
the  wound  was  completely  cicatrized.  On 
the  12th  and  23d  of  April,  other  large  col- 
lections of  matter,  resulting,  as  in  the  former 
instances,  from  erysipelas,  were  laid  open, 
and  on  the  5th  of  May  she  left  the  hospital 
/or  Jersey,  in  good  health. — American 
Journal, 

MATERIA  MEDICA. 

Mr.  Battlky  requests  us  to  announce  that 
he  has  re- opened  hia  Museum  of  Materia 
Medica  at  the  Saunderian  Institution,  ad- 
joining the  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  Moorfields, 
and  that  he  will  also  exhibit  on  a  larger 
scale  the  articles  of  the  Materia  Medica, 
classed  according  to  their  operation  on  the 
human  body. 

The  latter  articles  will  be  demonstrated 
and  described  on  the  second  Friday  of  each 
month. 

The  class  **  Porgatives,''  now  ready  for  in- 
spection, and  will  be  described  on  Friday, 
May  12th,  at  4  p.m. 

DECEASE  OP  DR.  LATHAM. 

"  On  the  20th  instant,  at  BradwaU  Hall, 
Cheshire,  in  his  82d  year,  John  Latham, 
M.D.  F.R.S.,  formerly  President  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians." 

The  preceding  notice  is  copied  from  the 
newspapers ;  and  we  may  add,  that  Dr. 
Latham  was  for  many  years  a  highly  re- 
spected practitioner  in  London,  but  had 
latterly  resided  entirely  at  his  place  in 
Cheshire. 

LITERARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

Mk.  Cburchill  will  shortly  publish  the 
following  Works : — 

Dr.  Prout,  F.R.S.— On  the  Nature  and 
Treatment  of  Stomach  and  Urinary  Diseases. 
Fourth  edition,  with  considerable  additions. 

Dr.  Williams,  F.R^S.-^Principles  of  Medi- 
cine :  comprehending  General  Pathology  and 
Ilierapeutics. 

Dr.  Royle,  F.R.8.— A  Manual  of  Materia 
Medica,  illustrated  with  wood  engravings. 

G.  J.  Gathrie,  F.R.S.— On  the  Anatomy 
imd  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  and  Sexual 
Organs.    Third  edition. 

A.  Taylor,  F.L.S.— A  Manual  of  Medical 
Jnrisprudence. 

G.  Fownes,  Ph.D.— A  Manual  of  Che- 
uistry. 

Dr.  Golding  Bird«  F.L.S.— Elements  of 
Natural  Philosophy.  Second  edition,  with 
considerable  additions. 

Dr.  Hall,  F.L.S.— Clinical  Remarks  on 
Diseases  of  the  Eye,  and  on  MisoeUaneous 
SnbjectSi'Medical  and  Surgical. 

J.  Yearsley. — On  the  Enlai^  Tonsil 


and  Elongated  Uvula,  and  other  Morbid 
Conditions  of  the  Throat.  Second  editioOf 
with  additions. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  OBNTLEMBN  ADMITTKO*  MEMBERS. 

Fridajf,ApHl  21,  1843. 

C.  E.  Hatherly.  —  F.  Manning. —  G.  P.  H. 
Milsone.  —  A.  W.  Gabb.  —  S.  Curtis.  — R.  H. 
Bradley.— J.  Williams.— T.  PDllard.— B.  Dewes. 
— W.  PoUard.— W.  Millington.— C.  Scaife.— T. 
Slater. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HA,VE  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

Thursday,  April  20,  1843. 

G.  Taylor,  Derby.— G.  Dimock,  Sussex.— S. 
Fenwick,  Newcastle.— T.  Younr,  South  Shields. 
—  £.  J.  Newcomb,  Kidderminster.  —  H.  H. 
Parrot.  Yorkshire,— R.  A.  Lafarg^e.— R.  Whit- 
field, Biddenden. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  ftt>m  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  April  15,  1843. 

Small  FOX 10 

Measles  « 2S 

Scarlatina  91 

Hooping  Ck»agh  49 

Croup  4 

Thrush    S 

Diarrhoea    7 

Dysentery 1 

Cholera    0 

Inflaenxa. S 

Typhus    69 

Erysipelas S 

Syphilis  S 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  189 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Oigans  of 

Respiration    SS8 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  15 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    69 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  Ice 6 

Childbed 4 

Ovarian  Dropsy 0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 0 

Rheumatism 6 

Disessesof  Joints,<cc 8 

Ulcer   0 

Fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 91 

Old  Afire  or  Natural  Decay 65 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance    19 

Causes  not  speciflsd  9 

Deaths  (h)m  all  Causes 816 

NOTICE. 
We  shall  be  happy  to  hear  again  from  A. 


EasATCH.— In  our  last  Leader,  p.  137,  col.  I 
line  18,  tor  "  hand-driving,»»  read  *'hard  driving.* 
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LECTURES  already  seen  in  a  variety  of  specimens  of 

distorted  pelvis,  removed  from  the  bodies  of 

^^  '^"^  women  who  had  died  in  consequence  of  the 

THEORY    AND    PRACTICE    OF  effects  produced  upon  the  soft  parts  from 

MIDWIFERY,  obstruction  to  the  progress  of  the  head  of 

^  ..        , .     •    «.  ^  rv.   ^         f  the  child  during  labour. 

J>elwered  tn  the  Theatre  qfSt.  George  *  j^  ^^^1  ^^  gyghtiy  distorted  pelves,  where 

Hospitat,  jjjg  gijort  diameters  of  the  brim  and  outlet 

By  Robert  Lee,  M.D.  F.R.S.  exceed  three  inches,  and  the  long  bones  of 

^____  the  extremities  are  not  bent,  when  labour 

YYV  comes  on  the  os  uteri  dilates  in  the  usual 

Lecture  XXV.  manner,  and  the  head  enters  the  brim,  but 

ON  PROTRACTED  AND  DIFFICULT  it  passcs  through  with  great  difficulty.    The 

LABOURS.  parietal  bones  overlap  one  another,  even  in 

6.   Onffinal  $mallneMM  of  the  pelvU,   dU^  ^^^  mtenrah  of  the  pains,  and,  if  the  labour 

ioriion,    exoitoiei,    and    other   morbid  is  much  protracted,  a  hrgeswellmg  graduaUy 

conditions,  are  the  moet  frequent  eaueee  J>™8  ?«f7  the  scalp,  and  for  hours  it  may 

qf  difficult  labour.  be  doubtful  whether  the  uterine  contractions 

^     '^  will  be   sufficiently  powerful  to  force  the 

About  one-sixth  of  all  the  cases  of  difficult  head  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.    When  it 

parturition  which  I  have  observed  in  London  has  cleared  the  brim,  if  the  outlet  of  the 

depended  upon  narrowness  of  the  pelvis,  pelvis  be  less  contracted,  a  few  pains  only 

from  arrest  of  development,  and  distortion,  may  be  required  to  complete  the  labour,  and 

When  the  pelvis  does  not  expand  in  the  the  child  may  be  born  alive  without  having 

asaalmannerat  the  age  ofmaturity,  the  brim,  sustained  any  injury.     But  when  the  oon- 

carity,  and  ontlet,  remain  through  life  smaller  traction  of  the  brim  is  greater,  the  head,  after 

than  in  the  ordinary  standard  female  pelvis,  entering  more  or  less  deeply  into  it,  ceases 

without  being  distorted.     In  some  persons  to  advance,  and  becomes  gradually  more  and 

there  is    no  distortion,    yet  the    distance  more  firmly  compressed  between  the  base 

between   the  base  of  the  sacrum  and  the  of  the  sacrum  and  symphysis  pubis,  and  at 

symphysis  pubis  does  not  exceed  three  inches,  Ust  so  completely  impacted,  locked,  or,  as  it 

so  diat  a  foetal  head  of  the  ordinary  size  has  been  expressively  call»l,  nailed  in  the 

cannot  pass  through  it ;   and  all  the  conse-  pelvis,  that  the  finger  cannot  be  passed  up 

qoences  follow,  in  labour,  which  usually  take  around  the  head,  and  the  pains,  however 

place  when  a  disproportion  exists,  from  dis-  violent,  have  no  efiect  in  moving  it  forward. 

tortion  or  any  other  cause,  between  the  di-  This  state  has  been  termed  enclavement  or 

mansions  of  the  pelvis  and  the  head  of  the  paragomphosis    of   the    head,    by  foreign 

child.     This  original  smallneai  of  the  pelvis  writers,  and  if  it  is  allowed  to  conthiue  many 

eusts  in  a  considerable  number  of  women,  hours,  and  the  uterus  is  acting  powerfrdly, 

whose  spinal  column  and  long  cylindrical  the   most    injurious    consequences    usually 

bones  are  not  nnusuaUy  bent,  and  in  whom  follow  both  to  the  child  and  the  motlier. 

there  is  no  appearance  of  rickets,  or  symp-  In  thit  foetal  head  which  I  now  shew  you, 

torn  to  excite  a  suspicion,  balbre  the  com-  the  right  parietal  bone  which  was  appliel  to 

mcDcement  of  labour,  that  the  capacity  of  the  projecting  base  of  the  sacrum  in  labour 

tlw  pelvis  is  defective.    The  effects  produced  has  been  depressed  and  fractured..    Slighter 

vpon  the  pelvis  by  softening  of  the  bones  compression  of  the  head,  long  continued, 

from  rickets  and  malaoosteon,  yon  have  usually  destroys  the  Ufe  oC  tbn  OdM.NmS&'v^ 

8Q5.— xxxjj.  '^ 
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the  labour  is  finished.     If  it  is  bom  alive  scended  so  low  into  the  pelvis  that  an  car 

death  soon  afterwards  takes  place  from  ex-  can  be  felt,  and  the  relative  poaition  of  the 

tnivHsation  of  blood  VLyton.  the  bram,  pro-  head  to  the  pelvis  accurately  ascertained, 

during  apoplexy  and  convulsions.  The   instrument   is    very    seldom   uaed   in 

Tlic  soft  parts  of  the  mother  surrounding  England  where  the  pelvis  is  much  distorted,  or 

the  head  become  hot,  dry,  tumid,  and  in-  where  the  soft  parts  are  in  a  rigid  and  swoUn 

t1ameil,and  all  the  injurious  effects  of  pressure  state,  but  it  is  had  recourse  to  where  delivery 

and  interru])ted  circulation  of  the  blood  are  becomes  necessary  in  consequence  of  ez- 

sooner  or  later  experienced.     You  cannot  haustion.heemorrhage,  con vulsionSyand other 

pass  up  the  linger  around  the  head  without  accidents  which  eudanger  the   lifie   of  the 

difficulty,  and  causing  more  or  less  distress  mother.     It  is  used  solely  with  the  view  of 

to   the   patient ;    the  discharges   from   the  supplying  that  power  which  the  utems  does 

va£:ina  become  acrid  and  offensive  ;  retention  not  possess. 

of  urine  takes  place,  from  the  pressure  of  Where  the  pelvis  is  distorted  in  a  high 
the  head  on  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  degree,  ai»  in  some  of  the  specimens  before 
urethra ;  the  abdomen  becomes  tender ;  the  you  on  the  table,  where  the  distance  from 
tongue  loaded  with  urgent  thirst ;  the  pulse  the  base  of  the  sacrum  to  the  symphysis 
rapid  and  feeble ;  and  more  or  less  general  pubis  varies  from  an  inch  and  a  half  to 
exhaustion  ensues.  In  some  cases  rupture  two  inches  and  a  half,  the  head  of  a  full* 
of  the  uterus  takes  place  in  the  course  of  a  grown  child  cannot  enter  the  brim,  how- 
few  hours  after  the  head  has  become  wedged  ever  long  the  labour  may  be  allowed  to 
in  the  brim  of  a  8lii2;htly  distorted  pelvis,  continue.  The  membranes  burst,  and  the 
Not  unfiT(|uently  death  follows  artificial  liciuor  amnii  escapes  as  in  natural  labour, 
delivery  in  no  long  time,  when  the  head  of  and  the  uterus  closely  contracts  around  the 
the  child  has  been  allowed  to  remain  too  body  of  the  child,  and  acts  powerfully  upon 
long  impacted  in  the  pelvis,  and  still  oftener  it,  but  the  head  presses  upon  the  uterus  at  a 
sloughing  of  the  vagina,  bladder,  and  rectum,  distance  from  the  orifice,  and  it  is  never 
takes  ]>lace.  com])lctoly  dilated.     In  some  cases,  where 

In  ca<^s  of  slighter  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  the  labour  has  lasted  from  forty-eight   to 

it  is  impo<^siblc  to  pi-edict  at  the  commence-  sixty  hours,  the  os  uteri  has  not  been  more 

ment  of  labour  whether  the  head  will  pass  than  half  dilated,  and  the  whole  head  of  the 

or  not,  and  while  it  continues  to  advance,  child,  swollen  by  the  pressure,  has  remained 

and  no  unfavourable  symptoms  arc  present,  entirely  within  the  uterus  above  the  brim, 

you  ought  not  to  interfere — wait  patiently,  and   pui^hcd   forward   by   the  base  of  the 

and  see  what  natuiv  can  do.     If  the  head  sacrum   over  the   symphysis  pubis.      This 

desceiidii  M>  low  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  figure  from    Smellie's    twenty-eighth   table 

tliat  an  car  can  be  felt,  and  the  os  uteri  is  fully  pnves  a  side  view  of  a  distorted  pelvis,  with 

dilated,  and  there  is  room  to  pasti  u])  the  the  head  of  a  full-grown  foetus    squeeied 

blades  of  the  forceps  without  the  iinpluynient  into  the  brim,  the  parietal  bones  decusMUing 

of  Uiurh  force,  it  is  always  proper,  when  each  other,  and  compressed  into  a  conical 

delivery  bec(»ines  necessary,  to  attempt   to  form.     '*  This  table  shows,"  says  Smellie, 

extract  the  Lead  with  the  forceps.      It  is  '<  the  impossibility,  in  such  a  case,  to  save 

necc*':fary,  however,  to  remember  that  slough-  the  child  unless  by  the  Ctesarean  operation, 

ing  is  apt   to  follow  the  use  of  the  forceps,  which   ought,   however,   never  to   be  per- 

wliere  tlie  soft  parts  have  been  long  pressed  formed,  excepting  when  it  is  impracticable 

upon  by  the  lu-ad.  anil  that   (>erforation  of  to  deliver  at    idl   by    any   other   method. 

the  hp.nl  is  a  much  fafcr  operation  for  the  Even  in  this  case,  after  the  upjier  part  of 

mothrr.  when  the  distortion  is  considerable,  the  head  is   diminished  in   bulk,  and  the 

The  employment  of  the  long  forceps,  iu  bones  are  extracted,  the  greatest  force  must 

cAAes  of  fli^tiirted  pelvis,  has  been  recom-  be  applied,  in  order  to  extract  the  bones  of 

mtudcd  by  Haudeloctjue,  Boivin,  Lachai)eUc,  the  fu>tus  and  basis  of  the  skull,  as  well  as 

(.'apur(iit,Maygricr.  Velpeau,  and  Tlammaut,  the  body  of  the  fuetus."     (See  top  of  next 

who.M'  wurk>  contain  ample  instructions  for  page.) 

it's  iise,  Ini'Dre  the  head  of  the  child  has  The  following  figure  from  Smellie's  twenty- 
entered  the  brim  uf  the  |)elvis;  and  the  last  second  table  gives  a  lateral  view  of  a  dis- 
of  thefc  writers  ha>  expressed  his  belief  that  tortcd  pelvis,  divided  longitudinally,  with 
the  in«!truini  nt  is  mort;  freijuently  required  the  head  of  a  foetus  of  the  seventh  month 
while  the  l.tad  of  the  child  remains  above  passing  the  same.  "  The  head  of  the  foetus 
the  superior  aperture  of  the  pelvis,  than  after  here,"  he  bays,  **  though  small,  is  with  dif. 
it  has  descciided  into  the  cavity.  ficulty  squeezed  down  into  the  pelvis,  and 

In  this  country  there  are  no  practitioners  changed  from  a  round  to  an  oblong  form 

of  judgment  and  experience  who  have  fre-  before  it  can  i>ass,  there  being  only  the spaee 

quent  recourse  to  the  forceps,  or  who  employ  of  two  inclies  and  a  quarter  between  the 

it  before  the  oritice  of  the  uterus  w  fully  pnijection  of  the  superior  part  of  the  sacmm 

dihtr,!,  :nui  the  hrmi  of  the  child  has  de-  and  OMa  \mhi».      U  live  head  is  soon  deli- 
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d  tbe  child  miy  be  bom  alire  )  bat  if  it 

in  dangn-  of  being  luM,  on  BccouDt  of  the 
long  prMnre  on  the  bruin  ;  to  jirevenC 
which,  if  the  labour- pnins  are  no!  guffi- 
dcDtljr  itrong,  the  bead  may  be  hrlprd 
■long  with  the  forreps."  "  Tbia  fignrrma; 
tent  u  *B  eumple  of  the  eitreme  degree 
ofdiitoition  of  the  pelvii,  between  which 
and  tha  mll-fbrined  one  are  innii;  intcrme- 
dUte  denm,  according  to  wliich  tlie  difli- 
CDlty  of  dditerj  must  inrrenae  or  diminish, 
a>  well  tram  the  diupmportion  of  the  ]ielvis 
and  head  of  ti.e  fa;Iu« — all  which  ctuieii  re- 
qoln  the  greatett  rautiun,  biith  n'  to  t)ic 
tatttj  and  management  of  tlie  nioUiir  and 
cbUd." 


Where  there  eiiati  a  great  diigree  of  dii- 
tCMtion  af  the  brim  of  the  jxiliia,  you  maj 
be  unable  to  determine  poutively  the  dis- 
tance between  tbe  base  of  the  sacrum  end 
•jBphyaia  pabia ;  and  it  ii  not  iieccaaarj  for 
^__. oaea  to  do  to  with  malbema- 


if  you  have  had  congiilerabie  eiperience,  on 
making  (be  ordinary  examination,  from  the 
nnasual  manner  in  which  the  aacrum  pro- 
jects, that  it  is  imirasajble  for  a  child  at  the 
full  period  to  pass  through  it.  If  labour 
baa  commenced  at  the  full  period  of  prsg- 
nancy,  and  yon  discover  before  it  has  con- 
tinued many  boun  tliat  tbe  )>elviB  is  greatly 
distorted,  aud  that  the  child  cannot  pouiliijr 
pass  alive,  no  advantage  cau  result  fraiD 
allowint!  the  labour  lo  endure  till  the  pa- 
tient ia  ctbaustcd,  and  you  are  satiafied  Uiat 
tiie  difficulty  cannot  be  overcome  by  the 
powers  of  the  couatilution.  In  auch  a  caaa 
delay  is  dangerous,  and  there  is  nothing 
which  can  save  tbe  woman's  life  but  open- 
ing the  bead  of  the  child  with  the  perforator, 
and  extracting  it  with  the  crotchet.  Bnt 
tbia  alioukl  never  be  had  recourse  to  with- 
out a  regular  consultation  of  experienced 
practitioners,  and  before  it  has  Ii«d  placed 
beyond  all  doubt,  by  the  must  careful  inves- 
tigation, that  the  delivery  can  be  aceom- 
pUshed  in  no  other  manner  so  as  to  preserre 
tbe  niother'a  life. 

In  the  greater  number  of  rosea  of  difficult 
labour  from  a  high  degree  of  distortion  of 
the  pclvia  which  have  cmne  under  my  obser- 
vation, where  it  bsa  been  the  lirst  child,  tlie 
process  has  been  allowed  to  go  on  till  the 
eflbrts  uf  tbe  paticut  were  nearly  disconti- 
nued, or  had  ceased  entirely,  and  the  tt- 
TDUiablc  period  for  operating  waa  lost.  In 
some  casca,  even  when  the  duratioa  of  tbe 
labour,  and  the  local  and  cunatitational 
sym)itomB,  have  made  it  manifcat  that  auch 
intert'erem^  was  jnstiliablc  aud  necessary,  1 
have  unfortunately  debtycd  too  lung  to  de- 
liver, iu  conaei|Ucncc  of  employing  the  ste- 
thoscope, aud  ascertaining  tlut  the  child 
waa  olive.  In  ca^es  of  extreme  distortion 
of  Ibe  brim  of  the  pelvis  the  proper  prac- 
tice is  to  perforate  the  hrciil,  as  soon  as  tbe 
OS  uteri  is  saBiciently  dilated  to  admit  of 
the  opemtion  l>ejng  done  witb  safety,  and 
alterwania  leaving  the  patient  iu  labour  till 
the  bead  lias  lurtialty  entered  tbe  brim,  and 
the  OS  uteri  is  ounsidBrably  dilated.  There 
can  be  uo  doubt  that,  in  some  cases,  it  is 
right  tu  interfere  before  we  certainly  know 
that  the  child  bos  been  destroyed  by  the 
pressure ;  but  we  have  nothing  here  to  do 
with  the  qui-stion  respecting  tbe  life  or 
death  of  (be  child )  our  conduct  will  be 
bia>:^cd  if  we  endeavour  to  solve  tliis  ques- 
lion.  We  bove  only  to  delemiine  posi- 
tively that  delivery  ia  absolulely  necessary 
to  save  the  mother's  life,  and  that  it  is  im- 
passible for  the  iiead  of  the  child  to  pasa  till 
1(8  volume  is  reduced.  Fsri>,  Guillemean, 
Mauriceau,  Portal,  Puios,  Levret,  Smellie, 
and  all  tbe  best  accoucheurs  who  have  since 
appeared  in  Britwn,  have  performed  the 
operation  of  craniotomy  in  many  cases  of 
diatortion  dam  lieVcVt  wi   mi^BEnnknia,, 
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the  labour  is  finished.     If  it  it  bom  alive  scended  so  low  into  the  pelvis  that  an  nr 

death  soon  afterwards  takes  place  from  ex-  can  be  felt,  and  the  relative  poaition  of  the 

trava^ation  of  blood  ui)on  the  brain,  pro-  head  to  the  pelvis  accurately  ascertained. 

ducinf^  apoplexy  and  convulsions.  The  instmment  is    very    seldom   naed   in 

The  S4  )fl  parts  of  the  mother  surrounding  England  where  the  pelvis  is  modi  diitorted,  or 

the  head  become  hot,  dry,  tumid,  and  in-  where  the  soft  parts  are  in  a  rigid  and  swollen 

flamed,  and  all  the  injurious  effects  of  pressure  state,  but  it  is  had  recourse  to  where  delivery 

and  interru])ted  circulation  of  the  blood  are  becomes  necessary  in  conaequenoe  of  ex- 

sooner  or  later  ex}>ericnced.     You  cannot  haustion,  hnmorrhage,  con ndrions^and other 

pas8  up  tlic  finger  around  tlie  head  without  accidents  which  endanger  the  life   of  the 

difficulty,  and  causing  more  or  less  distress  mother.     It  is  used  solely  with  the  view  of 

to   the   patient  ;    the  discharges  from   the  supplying  that  power  which  the  ntflras  does 

vagina  l>econie  acrid  and  offensive  ;  retention  not  possess. 

of  urine  tikes  place,  from  the  prewnire  of  Where  the  pelvis  is  distorted  in  a  higii 
the  head  on  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  degree,  as  in  some  of  the  specimena  belbre 
urethra ;  the  abdomen  becomes  tender ;  the  you  on  the  table,  where  the  distanee  from 
tongue  loaded  with  urgent  thirst ;  the  pulse  the  base  of  the  sacrum  to  the  symphyiis 
ra[)id  and  feeble ;  and  more  or  less  general  pubis  varies  from  an  inch  and  a  hidf  to 
exhaustion  cn.tues.  In  some  cases  rupture  two  inches  and  a  half,  the  head  of  a  full- 
of  the  uterus  tikes  place  in  the  course  of  a  grown  child  cannot  enter  the  brim,  bow- 
few  hours  after  the  head  has  become  wedged  ever  long  the  labour  may  be  allowed  to 
in  the  brim  of  a  slightly  distorted  pelvis,  continue.  The  membranes  burst,  and  the 
Not  unfreipiently  death  follows  artificial  liquor  amnii  escapes  as  in  natural  labour, 
deliver}'  in  no  long  time,  when  the  head  of  and  the  uterus  closely  contracts  around  the 
the  cliild  has  been  allowed  to  remain  too  lK)dy  of  the  child,  and  acts  powerfully  npon 
long  impacted  in  the  pelvis,  and  still  oftener  it,  but  the  head  presses  upon  the  uterns  at  a 
sloughing  of  the  vagina,  bladder,  and  rectum,  distance  from  the  orifice,  and  it  is  never 
takes  place.  completely  dilated.     In  some  cases,  where 

In  casi's  of  slighter  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  the  labour  has  lasted  from  forty -eight   to 

it  is  impossible  to  predict  at  the  commence-  sixty  hours,  the  os  uteri  has  not  been  more 

ment  of  la}>our  whether  the  head  will  pass  than  half  dilated,  and  the  whole  head  of  the 

or  not,  and  while  it  continues  to  advance,  child,  swollen  by  the  pressure,  has  remained 

and  no  unfavourable  symptoms  are  present,  entirely  within  the  uterus  above  the  brim, 

you  ought  not  to  interfere — wait  patiently,  and  pushed   forward   by  the  base  of  the 

and  see  what  nature  can  do.     If  the  head  sacrum  over  the   symphysis   pubis.      Tliis 

descends  so  low  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  figure  from   Smellie's   twenty-eighth  table 

that  an  ear  can  be  felt,  and  the  os  uteri  is  fully  sives  a  side  view  of  a  distorted  pelvis,  with 

dilated,  and  there  is  room  to  pass  up  the  the  head  of  a   full* grown  foetus    sqoeesed 

blades  of  the  forcrp«i  without  the  employment  into  the  brim,  the  parietal  bones  drniflssring 

of  much  force,  it  is  always  proper,  when  each  other,  and  compressed  into  a  conical 

delivery  becomes  ncires^ary,  to  attem]>t   to  form.     "  Tliis  table  shows,"  says  Smellie, 

extract  the  head  with  the  forceps.      It  is  "  the  impossibility,  in  such  a  case,  to  save 

nece<::^nry ,  however,  to  remember  that  slough-  the  child  unless  by  the  Cesarean  operation, 

ing  i"!  apt  to  f»»llow  the  use  of  the  forceps,  which  ought,   however,   never  to  be  per- 

where  the  soft  parts  have  been  long  pressed  formed,  excepting  when  it  is  impracticable 

upon  by  the  head,  and  that    perforation  of  to  deliver  at    all   by    any   other  method. 

the  he.i'l  is  a  much  safer  operation  for  the  Even  in  this  case,  after  the  upper  part  of 

mother,  when  the  distortion  is  con.sidenible.  the  head  is  diminished  in  bulk,  toad  the 

The  eniplounent  of  the  long  forceps,  in  bones  are  extracted,  the  greatest  force  most 

cases  of  di>ti)rted  |>elvis,  has  been  recom-  be  apphed,  in  order  to  extract  the  bones  of 

nu  nded  by  lk!iilelocc|ue,  Boivin.  Lacha|)elle,  the  fu'tus  and  basis  of  the  skoll,  as  well  as 

(Ja|>urnii.May^rier,  Vel|)eau,  and  Flammant,  the  body  of  the  foetus."     (See  top  of  next 

whoM-  wurks  contain  ample  instructions  for  page.) 

its  use,  hetore  the  head  of  the  child  has  The  following  figure  from  Smellie's  twenty- 

entered  tht*  hiim  of  the  pelvis ;  and  the  last  second  table  gives  a  lateral  view  of  a  dia- 

of  the^c  writers  has  expressed  his  belief  that  tortcd  ijelvis,   divided  longitudinally,  with 

the  ini^trinoent  is  more  fre(|uently  rerjnircd  the  head  of  a  foetus  of  the  seventh  month 

while  the  htnd  of  the  child  remains  above  passing  the  same.     **  The  head  of  the  foetoa 

the  sujierior  aperture  of  the  ]>elvis,  than  after  here,*'  he  says,  **  though  small,  is  with  dif- 

it  has  descended  into  the  cavity.  ficulty  squeezed  down  into  the  pelvis,  and 

In  this  country  there  are  no  practitioners  changed  from  a  round  to  an  oblong  form 

of  judi;mcut  and  experience  who  have  fre-  before  it  can  pass,  there  being  only  the qpaee 

qnent  recourM-  tn  the  forceps,  or  who  employ  of  two  inches  and  a  quarter  between  the 

it  licfore  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  is  fully  projection  of  the  superior  part  of  the  sacmm 

dihtt^l.  niht  the  hraii  of  the  child  has  de-  and  w^iu  \mb\K.     U  iWr  head  is  soon  deli- 
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jecCs,  tJmt  it  in  impoaaible  for  a  child  at  the 
^It  peHixi  to  pass  throagh  it.  If  labour 
hu  commenced  at  the  full  period  of  preg- 


and 


youd 


distorted,  e 


Tcred  tbs  child  may  be  bam  nlive ;  but  if  it 
continoei  in  this  manneT  many  hours,  it  ia 
in  dinger  of  beiog  lott,  on  account  of  the 
loDg  prenure  on  the  bra  n  to  prevent 
K-Mcb,  if  the  labour-paini  are  not  enDi 
cicDtljr  fltroDg,  the  head  mav  be  helped 
along  with  the  forceps."  This  figure  may 
Mrre  M  an  example  of  the  extreme  degree 
ofdiitortioD  of  the  pelvis  bpln  en  wl  ch 
and  the  well-formed  one  arc  many  termc 
diate  d^reci,  accordini;  to  nb  ch  tl  e  d  ffi 
cnlty  of  d^Ycry  must  increoje  or  d  m  o  id) 
■s  indl  from  the  di»pmport  on  of  tl  e  pelv  a 
and  bead  of  the  fietus — all  wl  ch  cises  re 
quire  the  greatest  cautiui  botl  a  to  the 
lafety  and  miDagement  of  the  mother  and 


1  (hat  the  pelvis  is  greatly 
the  child  cannot  )i0Biibly 
paaa  auvct  no  auvantage  can  result  fn>ai 
allowing  the  labour  to  endure  till  the  pa- 
tient U  exbauBted,  and  you  are  satisfied  that 
the  difficulty  cannot  be  overcome  by  the 
powers  of  the  couslilution.  In  luch  a  case 
drlay  in  dangerous,  and  there  ia  nothmg 
which  can  save  the  woman's  life  but  opeU" 
ing  the  head  of  the  child  with  the  perforator, 
and  eilracting  it  with  the  crotchet.  But 
this  should  never  be  had  recourse  to  with- 
out a  rrgulor  consultation  of  experienced 
practitioners,  and  before  it  haa  been  placed 
beyond  all  doubt,  by  the  most  careful  inve*- 
tigation.  that  the  delivery  can  be  accom- 
plielicd  in  no  other  maimer  so  as  to  preserve 
the  mother's  life. 

In  the  greater  number  of  cases  of  difficult 
labour  from  a  high  degree  of  distortion  of 
the  pel  s  which  have  come  under  my  obaer- 
vatiun  where  it  has  been  the  lirst  child,  the 
proce  s  has  been  allowed  to  go  on  till  the 
elforts  of  the  patient  were  nearly  diaamti- 
nUed  or  had  ceased  entirely,  and  the  fa- 
vourable period  for  operating  was  lost.  Id 
I  the  duration  of  the 


1    the    local   a 


made  it  manifest  that  such 
lerferen  'e  was  justitiable  and  necessary,  1 
hate  unfortunately  delayed  too  long  to  de- 
liver n  consequence  of  employing  the  ate- 
thosco|)e  and  ascertaining  that  the  child 
wa,  nl  e  in  cases  of  extreme  distortion 
of  the  br  m  of  the  pelvis  the  proper  prac- 
t  cc  s  (o  perforate  the  head,  as  soon  as  the 
OS  uten  u  auQicientiy  dilated  to  admit  of 
the  operation  lieing  done  with  safety,  and 
afterwnrU  leaving  tlie  patient  in  labour  till 
the  head  I  as  partially  entered  the  brim,  and 
the  OS  uteri  ia  oonsiderably  dilated.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  tb»t,  in  some  cases,  it  is 
r  gl  t  to  interfere  before  we  certainly  linow 
that  the   child  has   bi-en  destroyed  by  the 


;  butw 


have 


s     ^K£ 

m 

with  tho   question   respecting  the   life    or 

^    v^S^ 

w 

denib    of  the   child;    our    conduct  wiU  be 

m     m^^ 

w 

biajjcd   if  we  endeavour  to  solve  this  ques- 

^v*^^** 

liun.      We   have   only  to   determine   posi- 

^^-*i. 

Where  there  exists  a 

great  degree  of  dis- 

to  save  the  mother's  life,  and  that  it  is  im- 

tintion  of  the  brim  of  t 

he  pelvis,  you  may 

possible  for  the  head  of  the  child  to  pass  tiU 

be  onable  to  determine 

positively  the  dia- 

ttuce  between  the  base 

of  the  sacrum  and 

Mauriceau,   I'orlal,  Puio.,  Levret,  Smellie, 

and  all  the  best  accoucheurs  who  have  since 

practical  purpo«.  t«  do 

■o  with  mathema- 

appeared    in   Britain,    have    performed    the 

bcal  aecancj  ;  but  wb 

iocbei  and  a  half,  jon  * 

ill  rcfldily  dincover, 
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conaulted  in  her  laliiequeDt  pngnmcf  ■  Da 
Febrnirr  7,  1843,  Mr.  Kell  agiin  reqaoted 

me  to  *ee  this  pitient,  who  had  completed 
her  fifth  month  of  geitition.  The  rtUettnl 
catheter  ms  passed  up  readily  into  the 
nterua,  but  the  liqnor  aronii  did  not  eicapc. 
On  the  10th,  the  point  of  the  itilette  hariDg 
been  aharpened,  the  initninient  ma  again 
introduced,  and  the  membranes  iMjily 
pnDctured.  The  Uqnoc  amnii  continiied  to 
flow  till  the  13th.  vhen  pains  came  on,  and 
the  child  was  eipelted  in  a,fe»hotirB,  witbont 
artificial  assistance.  The  head  preientad. 
The  recover;  was  faTouroble.  I  was  fbrroerlf 
of  opinion  tiut  in  no  case  of  distortion,  how- 
ever great,  conld  it  be  necessary  to  indsM 
prematnre  laboar  before  the  end  of  the  fifth 
month  of  pre^ancy,  but  in  cases  of  extreme 
distortion  frommslacoateon,  where  the  sacro- 
pnbic  diameter  does  not  eiceed  an  inch  and 
a  half,  SB  in  tMt  ptlvii  vhich  yon  now  see, 
I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  put  s  period 
to  the  pregnancy  before  the  fifth  month, 
which  can  be  done  with  perfect  sofety  to  the 
mother.  The  woman  from  whom  liit  iU- 
(or(»c/^e(mji  was  removed  perished  in  con- 
sequence of  the  membranes  not  haTiQ|[  been 
perforated  sufficiently  early.  TTie  fbllowing 
figure  representB  the  appearance  of  a  dis- 
torted pelvis  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Barlow, 
and  of  tbepeUi!  


itriking  in  the  fiallowing  case : — On  Jan.  23, 
1842,  Mr.  Kell,  of  Bridge  Street,  West- 
DiinsCer,  requested  me  to  see,  with  him  and 
Dr.  Hingeslon,  a  woman,  at.  28,  who  was 
In  the  seventh  month  of  her  first  pregnancy, 
and  whose  pelvis  was  greatly  distorted  by 
rickets.  Some  days  before,  Dr.  Hingeaton 
had  passed  a  sound  into  the  uterus,  and  de- 
tached the  membtones  from  the  lower  part, 
bat  labour  did  not  take  place.  I  found  the 
oa  uteri  high  op,  and  situated  close  behind 
the  symphysis  pnbis.  No  difficulty  was  ex- 
perienced in  perforating  the  membranes  in 
the  uiubI  manner,  and  theliqnor  amnii  alter- 
wuds  beg«n  to  escape,  and  continued  to  flow 
till  the  evening  of  the  26th,  when  strong 
labourpaiuB  commenced.  At  6  A.u.ontbe 
27th,  the  oi  uteri  was  coniiiderably  dilated, 
•od  the  nates  were  felt  presenting.  As  it 
wai  obvious  the  breecb  would  never  pass 
through  the  brim,  1  brought  down  the  lower 
extremities  with  the  blunt  end  of  (hecrotchet, 
■nd  extracted  the  trunk  without  difficulty  ; 
bat  I  was  obliged  also  to  bring  down  the 
arms  with  the  blunt  hook.  Afterwards  1 
endeavoured  to  pass  op  the  perforator  to  the 
back  part  of  the  bead,  and  open  it,  hut  could 
not  succeed  in  getting  the  point  of  the  instru- 
ment beyond  the  upper  cervical  vertebrte. 
Being  afraid  of  separating  these,  and  de- 
taching the  head  from  the  trunk,  I  gave  up 
the  atbnnpt  to  perforate  the  back  part  or  the 
head,  and  tried  to  draw  the  head  through 
the  brim  of  the  pelvia  with  the  crotchet,  by 
filing  the  point  of  the  inetrument  over  the 
bones  of  the  face  and  forehead.  After  much 
ciertion.  continued  for  nearly  two  hoars,  the 
bead  was  at  last  eitrsctcd.  when  completely 
torn  to  piecea.  1  believe  it  would  have  been 
hnpOBsible,  in  this  cose,  to  perforate  the  skull 
through  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  os  ban  aome- 
timea  been  done  where  similar  difficulties 
have  presented  to  perfornting  the  back  part 
of  the  bead.  The  placenta  was  soon  ex- 
pelled, and  the  |;aticnt  had  a  perfect  and 
rapid  recovery.  It  is  impossible  to  doubt 
that  the  result  of  this  case  would  have  been 
widely  diilerrnt  bad  the  patient  been  ajlonrii 
to  go  on  without  inlerfercnce  till  the  end  of 
the  ninth  month.  Being  certain  that  a  child 
of  seven  months  could  not  pass  tbrough  the 
brim  of  this  prhis,  I  resolved  to  indnce 
l>remiitare   labour  at   an  enrlicr  period,  if 


Ritgen  has  gin'u  a  tuijla  of  the  period  of 
pregnancy  at  which  laboar  aboulil  be  in- 
duced, acf  orJing  to  the  degree  of  narrowing 
of  the  sacro-pubic  diameter.  T,abour,  h« 
thinks,  should  be  induced  at  the  twenty -ninth 
week,  when  the  diameter  of  the  pelvis  is  two 
inches  and  seven  lines  :  in  the  thirtieth  week, 
when  it  is  two  inches  and  eight  lines ;  in  tite 
thirty-first,  when  it  Is  two  inches  and  nine 
lines  -,  in  the  thirty-fifth,  when  two  inches 
and  ten  lines ;  in  the  tbirty-wxth,  when  two 
inches  and  eleven  lines;  and  in  the  thirty- 
seventh,  when  the  aocro-pubic  diameter  is 
exactly  three  inches.  When  it  is  above  three 
inchcfi.  the  rase  must  be  left  to  nature. 

Mr.  Barlow  has  alfo  published  a  synopti- 
cal table.  In  a  well-formed  pelvis,  where 
the  distance  from  the  upper  edge  of  the  sym- 
physis pubis  to  the  superior  part  of  (he  os 
sacmm,  or  conjugate  diameter  of  the  pelvis, 
is  from  fire  to  four  inches,  delivery  will  lake 
place,  hr  says,  by  the  efforts  of  nature  alone 
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where  the  ooi^Dgate  diameter  is  from  four  or 
Cdur  to  tiiree  or  two  inches  and  three  qaarters, 
the  delitery  may  be  completed  by  the  efforts  of 
nature,  or  assisted  with  the  forceps  or  lever  ; 
where  from  two  and  three  quarters  to  two 
and  a  half  inches,  premature  labour  should 
be  induced ;  where  from  two  and  a  half 
to  one  and  a  half  inches,  by  embryulcia,  or 
deliTcry  with  the  crotchet ;  and  where  the 
conjugate  diameter  of  the  brim  is  from  one 
and  a  half  inches  to  the  lowest  possible  de- 
greeof  distortion,  by  the  Cesarean  operation. 

Mr.  Barlow  thinks  this  table  will  facilitate 
further  inquiry,  although  he  justly  observes 
that  the  practitioner  should  bear  in  mind  the 
absolute  impossibility  of  determining  the 
mean  degree  of  compressibility  which  the 
cranium  of  the  foetus  may  undergo  by  the 
efforts  of  the  uterus  ;  and  he  very  properly 
points  out  the  necessity  of  making  a  very 
careful  examination  in  each  case  before 
adopting  any  decided  plan  of  treatment. 

Baudelocque  regarded  the  induction  of 
prematare  labour  as  a  useless,  if  not  an  in- 
jurious, operation;  and  M.  Duges  has 
recently  characterised  it  as  fatal  to  the 
mother,  and  the  source  of  most  frightful 
abuse.  In  the  tables  of  the  Maternito, 
by  Baudelocque,  Boivin,  and  Lachapelle,  in- 
cluding nearly  60,000  cases  of  labour,  there 
is  no  account  of  any  case  in  which  prema- 
ture labour  was  induced.  The  last  of  these 
writers  b^iins  her  strictures  on  the  practice 
by  declaring  that  she  had  never  either  em- 
ployed *'  that  method,  or  seen  others  have 
recourse  to  it."  The  propriety  of  inducing 
premature  labour  was  brought  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  Paris, 
in  1827,  and  they  decided  that  the  practice 
was  unjustifiable  under  any  circumstances. 

The  discordance  which  exists  between 
Continental  and  British  practitioners  is  also 
strikingly  displayed  respecting  the  Csesarean 
section.  The  reports  of  258  cases  of  tliis 
operation  have  been  collected  by  Michaelis, 
144  of  which  occurred  in  the  last,  and  110 
in  the  present  century.     Of  these  cases,  140 


proved  fatal.  Velpeau  states  that  the 
operation  was  performed  twenty-eight  tin>es 
between  1810  and  1820;  and  thirty. one 
times  from  1821  to  1830.  Dr.  Churchill 
says  the  operation  was  performed  316r 
times  between  1750  and  1841,  and  that 
the  mortality  was  52*8  per  cent,  for  the 
mothers.  I  believe  that  it  would  have  been 
much  greater  if  all  the  unfortunate  cases  had 
been  published,  which  has  not  been  done. 
In  Great  Britain  the  reports  of  at  least 
27  cases  have  been  published,  and  in  25  of 
them  it  was  fatal  to  the  mother.  Other  fatal 
cases  have  occurred  which  have  not  been 
recorded.  I  believe  there  is  no  practitioner 
of  reputation  now  in  this  country  who  would 
recommend  the  operation  upon  the  living 
body  if  delivery  could  be  effected  by  the 
perforator  and  crotchet.  Wherever  the  pre- 
senting part  can  be  reached,  to  apply  the 
perforator  and  crotchet,  an  attempt  should 
always  be  made  to  deliver,  and  the  Csesarean 
operation  reserved  for  those  cases  in  which 
the  distortion  is  so  great  that  the  os  uteri  and 
presenting  part  are  entirely  beyond  our  reach. 
Most  of  you  have  already  examined  the 
following  table,  which  has  been  published  in 
the  first  of  these  clinical  reports,  exhibiting 
a  comparative  view  of  the  frequency  of  for- 
ceps and  craniotomy  cases  in  some  of  the 
principal  lying-in  hospitals  in  Europe.  It 
may  be  useful  once  more  to  compare  the 
practice  of  different  institutions,  that  you 
may  be  convinced  that  the  first  principles  of 
operative  midwifery  have  not  yet  been  esta- 
blished, at  least  that  they  are  not  generally 
understood,  and  that  there  is  no  other  branch 
of  surgery  at  the  present  time  in  such  a  rude 
condition.  In  one  hospital  the  forceps  was 
employed  once  in  every  seven  cases,  and  in 
another  once  only  in  728  cases.  How  im- 
portant it  is  that  you  should  watch  the  pro- 
gress of  protracted  and  difficult  labours,  and 
discover  the  best  method  of  treatment,  and 
form  correct  opinions  on  the  use  of  in- 
struments, it  is  not  necessary  for  me  now  to 
point  out  to  you  more  particularly. 


1 

HoRpitals. 

Number 

of 
labonrs. 

Forceps 
cases. 

Proiiortion. 

Craniotomy 
casen. 

Proportion. 

Dublin,  Clarke. 

10,199 

14 

1  in  728 

49 

1  in    248 

Do.f  Collins. 

16,654 

27 

1  in  617 

118 

1  in    141 

Paris,  Baudelocque. 

17,388 

31 

1  in  561 

6 

1  in  2898 

Do.,  Lachapelle. 

22,243 

76 

1  in  293 

12 

1  in  1854 

Do.,  Boivin. 

20,517 

96 

1  in  214 

16 

1  1  in  1282 

Vienna,  Boer. 

9,589 

1       35 

1  in  274 

13 

1  1  in    737 

Heidelberg,  Naegele. 

1,711 

55 

1  iu    31 

1 

1  in  1711 

Berlin,  Kluge. 

1,111 

1       68 

1  in    16 

6 

1  in    185 

Dresden,  Cams. 

2,519 

184 

1  in    14 

9 

1  in    283 

Berlin,  Siebold. 

2,093 

300 

1  in      7 

1 

1  in  2093 

Only  a  few  cases  have  been  recorded  in     labour,  and  I  liavc  not  met  with  any  instance 
which  EiosloneSj or  Onleo-farcomaions  Tu-     iu  practice. 
mor»  of  the  pchh,  have  producvd  difficult         I)r.  M*K\Wvu\\aLft  t€\»!LiiCk.  «\\  ^TL\ivK\J^vi  vtx 
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the  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  April  and  its  greatest  breadth  six.    Hie  Ughest 

1831,  where  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum  and  part  of  it  hangs,  as  you  will  see  by  looliing  at 

right  side  of  the  brim  of  the  pelris  were  this  figure,  oyer  the  place  where  the  third 

occupied  by  an  exostosis  of  a  conical  form,  yertebra  of  the  loins  is  joined  with  the  fourth. 

The  woman  had  been  in  labour  50  hours.  The  lowest  part  of  the  tumor  is  distant  about 

and  the  greatest  space  afforded  for  the  pas-  two  lines  and  a  half  from  the  point  of  the 

sage  of  the  chUd  was  on  the  right  side,  and  sacrum.    From  the  posterior  surfiuse  of  the 

it  was  only  1 J  or  1}  of  an  inch.     From  the  body  of  the  bones  of  the  pubes  the  tumor  is 

apex  of  the  tumor  to  the  lower  part  of  the  only  one  line  and  a  half  distant.    Towards 

symphysis  pubis  li  inch ;  from  Uie  brim  of  the  anterior  part,  and  downwards  between 

the  pelris  on  the  right  side,  immediately  the  tumor  and  bones  of  the  pubes,  the  space 

over  the  foramen  thyroideum  to  the  latenJ  is  eight  or  ten  lines.    The  brim  of  the  pelvis 

surfiice  of  the  tumor  at  its  widest  part,  If  was  almost  completely  filled  up  with  the 

inch ;  more  posteriorly  1^  inch.    The  de-  tumor.    It  appears  from  the  history  that 

livery    was    completed    by    the    Ciesarean  there  was  no  other  method  of  delivering  this 

operation,  but  the  child  wm  dead,  and  the  patient  but  by  the  Cesarean  section.     If  the 

woman  died  after,  the  unsuccessful  result  exbtence  of  the  disease  had  been  known 

being  attributed  to  the  delay.     Dr.  M.  ad-  during  pregnancy,  which  however  does  not 

vocates  the  early  adoption  of  the  Csesarean  appear  to  have  been  the  case,  the  inductioa 

operation  in  all  cases  where  uncertainty  pre-  of  premature  labour  would  have  been  proper 

vails  as  to  the  practicability  of  embryulda,  in  the  early  months,  as  soon  indeed  as  the 

and  where,  he  says,  no  two  practitioners  pregnancy  was  detected,  which  would  have 

agree  as  to  the  actual  space  in  the  pelvis,  obviated  the   necessity  for  the  operation. 

**  In  short,"  he  says,  "  where  I  was  not  The  same  observation  might  be  applied  to 

satisfied  that  a  passage  existed  for  a  full-  the  cases  of  osteo-saroomatous  tumors   of 

grown   foetus   of    2   inches    in   the   short  the  pelvis  obstructing  delivery,  recorded  by 

diameter,  and  3}  in  length,  I  should  be  in-  Grimmel,  Stark,  and  others. 

clined  to  adopt  the  Csesarean  operation  in 

preference  to  embryukia."    I  would  draw 

an  entirely  different  conclusion,  and  in  all  LUMLEIAN    LECTURES 

oases,  whatever  the   degree    of   distortion  ««.,,«.„„•«  >-,-^, 

._,  1  ,         ...        .      .,      V  •                  ^1  ^      *  *.!-  DELIVERRD  AT  THE 

might  be  either  m  the  bnm  or  outlet  of  the 

pelvis,  attempt  to   deUver    by  embryulcia  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 

wbere  the  presenting  part  could  be  reached  March  1843 

by  the  finger  and  the  crotchet  applied.     Had  ' 

ibe  patient  survived,  and  had  impregnation  Br  George  Borrows,  M.D. 

again  taken  place,  instead  of  repeating  the  Physician  to  St.  Bartbolomew's  Hospital. 

Cssarean  operation,  as  he  proposes,  pre-  ..._ 

mature  labour  should  have  been  induced  in  t                tt 

the  eariy  months   of  pregnancy.     Dr.  M.  l.kcture  u. 

states,  in  the  history  of  the  case,  that  the  Recapitulation,   Ditturbance  qf  the  cerebral 

patient  suffered  little  or  no  inconvenience  circulation,  by  alterations  in  the  relative 

from  thii  morbid  growth  during  life,  or  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  arteriee  and  veins. 

term  of  utero-gestation.    At  times  she  had  Reconsideration  qf  the  arguments  upon 

colicy  pains,  and,  on  questioning  her  mother  w***?*  «  founded  the  opinion  that  the 

as  to  the  probable  cause  of  the  exostosis,  she  quantity  of  blood  within  the  crmdum  does 

admitted  that  her  daughter  had  received  a  ''^^  alter, 

fidl  on  the  back  when  6  or  8  years  of  age.  Pressure  an  important  principle  in  sustain- 

which  occasioned  pain  in  the  sacral  region  a  *^  ^^  destroying  the  functions  of  the 

short  time  afterwards.  brain.    Illustrations  qf  vascular  pressure 

In  Dr.  Haber's  case  of  difficult  labour  from  *^  '^*  *''^»'» '»  ^^o^f^  ^^d  disease.    Obser- 

anexostoBisofthesacrum,thehistoryofwhich  nations  on  the  cephalo -spinal  serum  and 

is  contained  in   an    inaugural  dissertation  «'*  functions.    Increased  vascular  pres- 

pubUshed  at  Heidelberg,  1830,  the  disease  sure,  and  its  effects.   Diminished  vascular 

also  followed  a  fall  upon  the  ice  some  years  pressure,  and  its  effects.     Syncope  pro- 

before,  when  the  woman  was  carrying  a  ^^^^^  ^V  insufficient  vascular  pressure, 

heavy  load  upon  the  head.     This  accident  rather  than  by  a  diminished  supply  of 

was  followed  by  pain  in  the  back  and  pelvis,  ^^^^  '®  '**  brain.     Examination  and 

which  gradually  disappeared.     She  married,  explanation  qf  the  phenomena  qf  syncope 

became  pregnant,   and    during  labour   the  produced  under  vaHous  circumstances. 

whole  cavity  of  the  pelvis  was  found  to  be  Cerebral  disturbance  in  general  anamia 

filled  up  with  an  osseous  tumor  which  grew  attributed  to  inst^cient  vascular  pressure 

from  the  sacrum.     The   Ciesarean  section  *'*^'^  '*^»   ^°  antemia  of  the  cerebral 

was  performed;  but  the  child  was  putrid,  substance. 

and  the  patient  died  soon  after  the  operation.  The  expiration  of  the  hour  allotted  to   a 

The  length  of  the  tumor  was  seven  inches,  lecture,compelledme,on  the  former  occasion, 
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to  condnde  before  I  had  completed  a  review  BFoid  being  misled  by  pseudo-morbid  ap- 

of  the  fubject  which  I  brought  before  your  pearanccs. 

notice.     I  must,  therefore,  be  allowed  briefly  3(Ily,  I  pointed  out  how  it  had  been  at- 

to  recapitulate  the  points  which  then  occupied  tempted   to  support  the  opinion,  that  the 

oar  attention.  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cranium  is  invariable, 

Tlie  anl^iect  of  my  former  lecture  was  the  by  adducing  the  absence  of  congestion  of  the 

modifications  which  the  circulation  within  cerebral  vessels  in  persons  who  have  died  by 

the  cranium  is  capable  of  undergoing  in  hanging.     Admitting  the  accuracy  of  such 

health  and  disease,  and  the  state  of  the  cir-  statements,  I  related  to  you  the  appearances 

eolation  within  the  eraninm  after  different  in  other  instances  of   death   by  hanging, 

kinda  of  deatii.  which  fully  proved  that  not  only  congestion, 

I  quoted  from  the  writings  of  many  emi-  but  extravasations  of  blood,  were  often  found 

nent  physicians  the  opinions  entertained  by  in  the  brains  of  those  that  died  by  hanging. 

them  on  oertaln  peculiarities  of  the  circulation  I  then  attempted  to  explain  the  occasional 

within  the  head.      It  appeared  from   this  absence  of  congestion  in  these  cases,  (1)  by 

enquiry  diat  an  opinion  was  very  prevalent,  the  imperfect  compression  of  all  the  jugular 

'*  theft  the  quantity  of    blood  within  the  veins  ;  (2)  by  the  outlet  afforded  to  the  blood 

cranium  moat  be  the  same,  or  very  nearly  of  the  head  through  that  l>eautiful  plexus  of 

the  nme,  at  all  times,  whether  in  health  or  sinuses   which  surrounds  the  8|)inal  cord  ; 

diaeaie,  in  lifis  or  after  death."  also,  (3)  especially  by  the  graviUitioii  of  the 

I  infbrmed  you  that  this  theory  of  the  in-  fluid  blood  during  the  suspension  of  the 

▼eriableqaantityofblood  within  the  head  had  body;    and,  lastly,  by  the  division  of  the 

been  nipported,  1st,  by  reference  to  certain  cervical  vessels  before  the  head  is  opened. 

experiments  p«rformed  by  Dr.   Kellie,  of  ]  also  showed,  by  experiments,  that  when 

Leidi;    and,   2dly,   upon  the  supposition  precautions  were   adopted   to   obviate  the 

that  the  eraninm  is  a  complete  sphere  of  bone,  influence  of  such  causes,  then  in  death  by 

which  is  exactly  filled  by  its  contents,  the  apnoea  there  was  intense  congestion  of  the 

brain,  by  which  that  organ  is  shut  up  from  cerebral  vessels. 

Atmospheric  pressure,  and  from  all  influence  Upon  the  present  occasion  I  will  com]>Iete 

from  without,  except  what  is  communicated  my  investigation  of  this  interesting  topic. 

from  the  blood-vessels  which  enter  it.  And  here  I  must  remark,  that  those  who 

I  gave,  in  the  first  place,  a  concise  analysis  maintain  that  the  absolute  quantity  of  blood 

of  the  ezperimenti  from  which  it  has  been  in  the  cerebral  vessels  does  not  vary,  admit 

inferred  that  a  state  of  bloodlessuess  is  not  a  disturbance  of  the  cerebral  circulation  in 

diaoovered  in  the  brains  of  animals  which  the  following  manner : — ^Tliey  point  out  the 

have  died  by  hemorrhage ;  but,  on  the  con-  probability  of  a  frequent  alteration  in  the 

trary,  very  eommonly  a  state  of  venous  con-  relative  quantities  of  blood  in  the  cerebral 

gestion.     I  then  detailed  some  similar  ex-  arteries  and  veins.     Thus,  they  assert  that 

perimenta  of  my  own,  the  results  of  which  those  pathological  states  which  have  a  ten- 

wera  submitted  to  your  inspection,  and  from  dency  to  cause  influx   of   blnod   into   the 

whieh,  I  flatter  myaelf,  it  ap|)eared  evident  cerebral  arteries,  and  accumulation  in  those 

that  the  bndns  of  animals  bled  to-death  were  yessels,  will  accomplish  this  change  at  the 

deprived  of  their  blood  to  the  extent  of  expense  of  the  cerebral  veins.     Again,  uny- 

rendering  them  pallid  and  anaemic.     And  thing  causing  obstruction  of  the  return  of 

from  these  experiments  I   inferred  that  it  blood  from  the  cranium  will  produce  fulness 

was  not  a  fallacy,  as  some  supposed,  that  of  the  sinuses  and  cerebral  veins,  but.  at  tltc 

•rteriotomy  or  venesection  diminished  the  same  time,  the  quantity  in  the  arteries  will 

actnal  quantity  of   blood  in  the   cerebral  be  equally  diminished.     They  also  niuintain, 

if  the  quantity  transmitted  to  the  brain  be 


2dly,  I  detailed  some  experiments  of  Dr.  lessened,  the  cerebral  arteries  will  be  com. 

KcUieyfrom  which  it  was  attempted  to  be  paratively  empty ;  but  there  will  be  a  cor- 

prpvcd  that  the  quantity  of  blood  in   the  responding  fulness  of    the  venous   system 

is  not  aflected  by  the  posture  of  the  within  the  cranium.     These  opinions  of  Drs. 


Imd.     In  opposition  to  this  conclusion   I  Abercrombie  and  Kellie  are  adopted  by  Dr. 

exhibited  to  yon  the  results  of  some  analogous  Watson,  who    su|)ports    them    by   similar 

expeiiiuents,  from  winch  it  was  manifest  that  rcasoniuj^s.     In  states  of  aniemia,  be  informs 

the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  head  is  affected  u^*,  a  diminished  quantity  of  blood  will  be 

to  a  most  extraordinary  extent  by  posture,  transmitted  towards  and  into  the   cerebral 

I  ahowed  the  effects  of  gravitation  of  blood  arteries  ;  but  the  whole  volume  of  bliKtd  in 

to  and  from  the  head.  the  brain  remains  the  same ;  therefore  blood 

lesolts  led  me  to  suggest  some  will  ;u;cumulate  more  in  the  veins.     *•  It  is 


mles  which  should  be  adopted  in     probably  in  this  way  that  the  appearance  «/ 

&w  examination  of  the  cranium  after  death,  - —    -    —  ■      - 

the  blood  remains  fluid,  if  we  wish  to  «  Meilica\  U.>r\.v\TV!>>,  oy.  c'vl. 
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the  labour  is  finished.     If  it  is  born  alive  scended  so  low  into  the  pelvis  that  an  ear 

death  soon  afterwards  takes  place  from  ex-  can  be  felt,  and  the  relative  position  of  the 

travasation  of  blood  upon  the  brain,  pro-  head  to   the  pelvis  accurately  ascertained, 

ducing  apoplexy  and  convulsions.  The  instrument  is   very   seldom   used   in 

The  soft  parts  of  the  mother  surrounding  England  where  the  pelvis  is  much  distorted,  or 

the  head  become  hot,  dry,  tumid,  and  in-  where  the  soft  parts  are  in  a  rigid  and  swollen 

flamed,  and  all  the  injurious  effects  of  pressure  state,  but  it  is  had  recourse  to  where  delivery 

and  uiterrupted  circulation  of  the  blood  are  becomes  necessary  in  consequence  of  ez- 

sooner  or  later  experienced.     You  cannot  hau8tion,h8emorrhage,  con vul8ions,and other 

pass  up  the  finger  around  the  head  without  accidents  which  endanger  the  life   of  the 

difficulty,  and  causing  more  or  less  distress  mother.     It  is  used  solely  with  the  view  of 

to   the  patient ;    the  discharges  from   the  supplying  that  power  which  the  utems  does 

vagina  become  acrid  and  offensive  ;  retention  not  possess. 

of  urine  takes  place,  from  the  pressure  of  Where  the  pelvis  is  distorted  in  a  high 
the  head  on  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  degree,  as  in  some  of  the  specimens  before 
urethra ;  the  abdomen  becomes  tender ;  the  you  on  the  table,  where  the  distance  from 
tongue  loaded  with  urgent  thirst ;  the  pulse  the  base  of  the  sacrum  to  the  symphysis 
rapid  and  feeble ;  and  more  or  less  general  pubis  varies  from  an  inch  and  a  half  to 
exhaustion  ensues.  In  some  cases  rupture  two  inches  and  a  half,  the  head  of  a  full- 
of  the  uterus  takes  place  in  the  course  of  a  grown  child  cannot  enter  the  brim,  how- 
few  hours  after  the  head  has  become  wedged  ever  long  the  labour  may  be  allowed  to 
in  the  brim  of  a  slightly  distorted  pelvis,  continue.  The  membranes  burst,  and  the 
Not  unfrequently  death  follows  artificial  liquor  amnii  escapes  as  in  natural  labour, 
delivery  in  no  long  time,  when  the  head  of  and  the  uterus  closely  contracts  around  the 
the  child  has  been  allowed  to  remain  too  body  of  the  child,  and  acts  powerfully  upon 
long  impacted  in  the  pelvis,  and  still  oftener  it,  but  the  head  presses  upon  the  uterus  at  a 
sloughing  ofthe  vagina,  bladder,  and  rectum,  distance  from  the  orifice,  and  it  is  never 
takes  place.  completely  dilated.     In  some  cases,  where 

In  cases  of  slighter  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  the  labour  has  lasted  from  forty-eight   to 

it  is  impossible  to  predict  at  the  commence-  sixty  hours,  the  os  uteri  has  not  been  more 

ment  of  labour  whether  the  head  will  pass  than  half  dilated,  and  the  whole  head  of  the 

or  not,  and  while  it  continues  to  advance,  child,  swollen  by  the  pressure,  has  remained 

and  no  unfavourable  symptoms  are  present,  entirely  within  the  uterus  above  the  brim, 

you  ought  not  to  interfere — wait  patiently,  and   pushed   forward   by   the  base  of  the 

and  see  what  nature  can  do.     If  the  head  sacrum   over  the   sym])hysis   pubis.      This 

descends  so  low  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  figure  from    SmcUie's    twenty-eighth   table 

that  an  ear  can  be  felt,  and  the  os  uteri  is  fully  gives  a  side  view  of  a  distorted  pelvis,  with 

dilated,  and  there  is  room  to  pass  up  the  the  head  of  a  full-grown  fcetus    squeezed 

blades  ofthe  forceps  without  the  employment  into  the  brim,  the  parietal  bones  decussating 

of  much  force,  it  is  always  proper,  when  each  other,  and  compressed  into  a  conical 

delivery  becomes  necessary,  to  attemjit   to  form.     "  This  table  shows,''  says  Smellie, 

extract  the  head  with  the  forceps.      It  is  *'  the  impossibility,  in  such  a  case,  to  save 

necessary,  however,  to  remember  that  slough-  the  child  unless  by  the  Csesarean  operation, 

ing  is  apt  to  follow  the  use  of  the  forceps,  which   ought,   however,   never  to   be  per- 

where  the  soft  parts  have  been  long  pressed  formed,  excepting  when  it  is  impracticable 

upon  by  the  head,  and  that  perforation  of  to  deliver  at    aU   by    any   other  method, 

the  head  is  a  much  safer  operation  for  the  Even  in  this  case,  after  the  upi)er  part  of 

mother,  when  the  distortion  is  considerable,  the  head  is   diminished  in  bulk,  and  the 

The  employment  of  the  long  forceps,  in  bones  are  extracted,  the  greatest  force  must 

cases  of  distorted  pelvis,  has  been  recom-  be  applied,  in  order  to  extract  the  bones  of 

mended  by  Baudelocque,  Boivin,  Lachapelle,  the  fuetus  and  basis  of  the  skull,  as  well  as 

Capuron,Maygrier,  Velpeau,  and  Flammant,  the  body  of  the  fuetus."     (See  top  of  next 

whose  works  contain  ample  instructions  for  page.) 

its  use,  before  the  head  of  the  child  has  The  following  figure  from  Smellie's  twenty- 
entered  the  brim  of  the  pelvis ;  and  the  last  second  table  gives  a  lateral  view  of  a  dis- 
of  these  writers  has  expressed  his  belief  that  toi*tcd  pelvis,  divided  longitudinally,  with 
the  instrument  is  more  frequently  required  the  head  of  a  foetus  of  the  seventh  month 
while  the  head  of  the  child  remains  above  passing  the  same.  *'  The  head  of  the  foetus 
the  superior  aperture  of  the  pelvis,  than  after  here,"  he  says,  '*  though  small,  is  with  dif- 
it  has  descended  into  the  cavity.  ficulty  squeezed  down  into  the  pelvis,  and 

In  this  country  there  are  no  practitioners  changed  from  a  round  to  an  oblong  form 

of  judgment  and  experience  who  have  fre-  before  it  can  pass,  there  being  only  the  space 

qnent  recourse  to  the  forceps,  or  who  employ  of  two  inches  and  a  quarter  between  the 

it  before  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  is  fully  projection  of  the  superior  part  of  the  sacrum 

dilated,  and  the  head  of  the  child  has  de-  and  ossa  pubis.      If  the  hejid  is  soon  deli- 
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Qv.  of  being  lot.,  „„  i^v.^..^^   ui   ,u>i 

long  pressure  on  the  brain  ;  to  pretcnt 
which,  if  the  labout-p^ne  are  not  suffi. 
cieatlj-  strong,  the  head  ma;  be  helped 
along  with  the  forcEpa."  "  This  Bgnre  may 
■erre  u  an  example  of  the  extreme  degree 
of  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  between  which 
and  the  well-formed  one  are  many  intcnne. 
diste  degrees,  according  to  which  the  diffi- 
culty of  delivery  must  increase  or  diminiah, 
as  well  from  the  disproportion  of  the  pel™ 
■nd  head  of  the  fcelus— all  which  cases  re- 
qnire  the  greatest  caution,  both  a;  to  the 
nfety  and  maaagemcnC  of  the  mother  and 
child." 


Where  there  exists  ■  great  degree  of  di>- 
toition  of  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  ;oa  maj 
be  aiuble  to  determine  poaitiveljr  the  dis- 
tMica  betweeD  the  base  of  the  sacram  and 
•]nnph}ii>  pubis  i  and  it  is  not  necessary  for 
practical  purposea  to  do  so  with  mathema- 
tical accuracy ;  but  whan  it  is  onder  two 
iacbei  and  a  half,  yon  will  readily  diicOTer, 


if  you  have  had  considerable  experience,  on 
mulling  the  ordinary  eianinatioo,  from  the 
Dnnsuul  msnner  in  which  the  sacram  pro- 
jects, that  it  is  impossible  for  a  child  at  the 
full  period  to  pass  through  it.  If  labour 
has  commenced  at  the  fuU  period  of  pr^- 
Dsncy,  and  you  discorer  before  it  has  coa- 
tinoed  many  hoars  that  (he  peWis  is  greatly 
distorted,  and  that  the  child  cannot  poaribly 
pass  alive,  no  advantage  can  result  ^m 
allowing  the  labour  lo  endure  till  the  pa- 
tient is  eihausted,  and  you  are  satisfied  that 
the  difficulty  cannot  be  overcome  by  tike 
poireni  of  the  constitution.  In  aueh  a  ca»e 
delay  ia  dangerous,  and  there  is  nothuig 
which  caD  save  the  woman's  life  but  open- 
ing the  head  of  the  child  with  the  perforatoi'. 
and  extracting  it  with  the  crotchet.  But 
this  should  nerer  be  had  recourse  to  with- 
out a  regular  conaultation  of  eiperienced 
practidoners,  and  before  it  baa  been  placed 
beyond  all  doubt,  by  the  most  careful  invet- 
ti^ion,  that  the  delivery  can  be  accom- 
plished in  no  other  msnuer  so  as  to  preaerre 
the  mother's  life. 

In  the  greater  number  of  cases  of  difficult 
labour  from  a  high  degree  of  distortion  of 
the  pelvU  which  have  come  under  my  obser- 
Tation,  where  it  has  been  the  first  child,  thi 
process  has  been  allowed  lo  go  on  till  the 
efforts  of  the  patient  were  nearly  disconti- 
nued, or  had  ceased  entirely,  and  the  b- 
vourable  period  for  operating  was  lost.  In 
some  cases,  even  when  the  duration  of  the 
labour,  and  the  local  and  constitutional 
symptoms,  have  made  it  manifest  that  such 
interference  was  justifiable  and  necessary,  I 
have  unfortunately  delayed  too  long  to  de- 
liver, lu  consequence  of  employing  the  ste- 
thoscope, and  ascertaining  that  the  child 
was  alive.  In  cases  of  extreme  distortion 
oftLehrimof  the  pelvis  the  proper  prac- 
tice is  to  perforate  the  head,  as  soon  as  the 
09  uteri  is  sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  of 
(he  operation  being  done  wilh  safety,  and 
afterwards  leaving  (he  patient  in  labour  till 
the  head  has  partially  entered  the  brim,  and 
(be  01  u(eri  is  oonsiderably  diUited.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that,  in  some  cases,  it  ii 
right  to  interfere  before  we  certainly  know 
that  the  child  has  been  destroyed  by  the 
pressure;  but  we  have  nothing  here  to  do 
with  the  question  respecting  the  life  or 
death  of  Uic  child ;  our  conduct  will  be 
biassed  if  we  endeavour  to  solve  this  ques- 
tion. We  hove  only  to  determine  posi- 
tively that  delivery  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  save  tha  mother's  lile,  and  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  head  of  the  child  to  pass  till 
Its  volume  is  reduced.  FsrS,  Quillemean, 
Mauricean,  Portal,  Puioi,  Lerret,  Smellie, 
and  all  the  best  acconchenra  who  have  since 
appeared  in  Britain,  have  performed  the 
operation  of  craniotomy  in  n 
diitortion   from   rickela  and 
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without  referpnce  to  the  condition  of  the  if  the  condition  of  the  mother  is  snch  as  to 
foetus.  ''True  religion,  and  the  common  render  delivery  absolutely  necessary,  and  tbe 
sense  of  mankind/'  obsenres  Dr.  Denman,  head  of  the  child  is  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
'*  appear  to  have  nothing  contradictory.  The  forceps,  or  where,  from  distortion  of  the 
doctrine  they  teach  of  its  being  our  duty  to  pelvis,  or  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri  and  vagina, 
do  all  the  good  in  our  power,  and  to  avoid  it  cannot  be  extracted  if  its  volume  is  not 
all  the  mischief  wc  can,  is  applicable  to  the  reduced.  This  operation  is  performed  from 
exigencies  of  every  state,  and  we  may  be  a  conscientious  belief  and  deep  conviction 
easUy  reconciled  to  it  on  the  present  occa-  that  if  neglected  to  be  done  at  a  sufficiently 
sion.  In  some  cases  of  difficult  parturition  early  period  the  mother's  life  will  be  sacri- 
it  is  not  possible  that  the  lives  both  of  the  ficed,  and  the  life  of  the  mother  is  con- 
mother  and  child  should  be  preserved.  Of  sidered  as  much  more  important  than  that 
the  life  or  death  of  the  mother  we  can  under  of  the  child.  Some  continental  writers 
all  circumstances  be  assured  :  of  the  life  or  affirm,  but,  I  believe,  unjustly,  that  in  Eng- 
death  of  the  child  there  is  often  reason  to  land  we  have  frequently  recourse  to  era- 
doubt,  when  we  are  called  upon  to  decide  niotomy  without  due  consideration,  and 
and  to  act.  The  destruction  of  the  mother  without  proper  regard  to  the  life  of  the 
would  not,  in  the  generality  of  cases  which  child  ;  and,  whatever  the  state  of  the  parent 
may  bring  the  operation  of  which  we  are  may  be,  they  refuse  to  open  the  head  till 
speaking  under  contemplation,  contribute  they  can  obtain  certain  evidence,  which  in 
to  the  preservation  of  the  child  ;  but  the  some  cases  it  is  impossible  to  obtain,  that  it 
treatment  of  the  child  as  if  it  were  already  is  dead.  **  Nothing  could  excuse  the  con- 
dead,  with  as  much  certainty  of  success  as  duct  of  the  practitioner,'*  says  Baudelocqne, 
is  found  in  other  operations,  secures  the  **  who  would  perforate  the  head  of  a  thiXd 
life  of  the  parent.  It  then  becomes  our  without  previously  knowing  with  certainty 
duty,  and  is  agreeable  to  our  reason,  to  that  it  was  not  alive,  a  circumstance  which 
pursue  that  conduct  which  will  give  us  the  can  alone  authorize  us  to  employ  the  perfo- 
most  probable  chance  of  doing  good  :  that  rator  and  crotchet."  By  following  this  er- 
is,  of  saving  one  life  when  two  lives  cannot  roneous  principle,  the  lives  of  both  mother 
possibly  be  preser\'ed."  and  child  would,  I  believe,  in  the  majority 

*'  The  only  means  of  eiTecting  delivery,"  of  cases  be  sacrificed, 

observes  Dr.   Collins,  ''where  the  dispro-  Innumerouscasesofdistortion  of  the  pelvis 

portion  between  the  head  of  the  child  and  the  induction  of  premature  labour  has  been 

the  pelvis  is  so  great  as  to  prevent  us  reach-  successfully  employed  in  this  country,  and  it 

ing  the  ear  with  the  finger,  is  by  reducing  the  is  now  ascertained  that  the  operation,  which 

size  *of  the  head  and  using  the  crotchet,  will  be  described  hereafter,  is  attended  with 

This  is,  however,  an  operation  that  no  in-  little  risk  to   the  mother,  and  that   nearly 

dueement  should  tempt  any  individual  to  one  half  of  the  children  are  bom  alive,  and 

perform,  except  the  imperative  duty  of  sav-  continue  to  live,  where  it  is  performed  after 

ing  the  life  of  the  mother  when  placed  in  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy.     In  cases 

imminent  danger.      I  have  no  difficulty  in  of  great  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  the  indnc- 

stating,  and  that  after  the  most  anxious  and  tion  of  ])remature  labour  at  an  early  period 

minute  attention  to  this  point,  that  where  of  pregnancy,  before  the  sixth  month,  is 

the  patient  has  been  properly  treated  from  likewise  known  to  be  a  safe  operation,  and 

the  commencement  of  her  labour;  where  to    render  craniotomy  and  the   Caesarean 

strict  attention  has  been  paid  to  keep  her  operation  wholly  unnecessary.     The  greater 

cool;  her  mind  easy;  where  stimulants  of  number  of    the   best  practical  writers  on 

all  kinds  have  been  prohibited,  and  the  ne-  midwifery  in   this  country  have  considered 

eessary  attention  paid  to   the  state  of  the  the  induction  of  premature  labour  appli- 

bowels  and  bladder ;  that,  under  such  ma-  cable  only  to  cases   of  slighter  distortion, 

nagement,  the  death  of  the  child  takes  place  and  have  considered   it  improper  in  first 

in  laborious  and  difficult  labour  before  the  pregnancies,    and    before    seven    complete 

symptoms  become  so  alarming  as  to  cause  months  of  utero-gestation  have  elapsed, 

■ny  experienced   physician   to    lessen    the  Little  has  been  said  by  them  respecting 

bead.    This  is  a  fact  which  I  have  ascer-  the  safety  and  utility  of  tlie  operation  in 

tained  beyond  all  doubt  by  the  stethoscope,  cases  of   great  distortion,   to  obviate  the 

the  use  of  which  has  exhibited  to  me  the  danger  to  the  mother  of  fatal  contusion  or 

great  errors  I  committed  before  I  was  ac-  laceration  of  the  uterus  and  vagina,  which 

qnainted  with  its  application  to  midwifery,  are  always  to  be  dreaded  when  much  force 

via.  in  delaying  delivery,  often,  I  have  no  is  required  after  perforation  to  extract  the 

doubt,  so  as  to  render  the  result  precarious  bead  of  the  child.     "  If  the  pelvis  be  so  fiar 

in  the  extreme,  and  in  some  cases  even  fiital."  reduced  in  its  dimensions,"observesDr.  Dcn- 

The  operation  of  craniotomy  is  now  per-  man,  "  as  not  to  aUow  the  head  of  a  child  of 

formed  by  all  British  practitioners  of  repu-  such  a  size  as  to  give  hopes  of  its  living  to  pass 

tetion,  whether  the  child  be  alive  or  dead,  through  it,  the  operation  cannot  be  attended 
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with  SQCcesi.  It  ia  in  tfaooe  cases  only  in  rule  had  heen  laid  down  by  the  most  judi- 
which  there  is  a  redaction  of  the  dimension  of  dons  writers  that  the  practice  should  never 
the  pelvis  to  a  certain  degree,  and  not  beyond  be  adopted  till  experience  had  decidedly 
that  degree,  that  thiB  operation  oaght  to  be  pro? ed  that  the  mother  was  incapable  of 
proposed  or  can  succeed/'  ''As  the  pri-  bearing  a  fall  grown  child  alive.  The  os 
mary  object  is  to  preserve  the  life  of  the  uteri  was  situated  high  up  and  directed 
child/'  says  Dr.  Merriman,  **  the  opera-  backward,  but  I  experienced  no  difficulty  in 
tion  should  never  be  performed  till  seven  introducing  the  stilettcd  catheter,  and  perfo- 
cinnplete  months  of  utero •gestation  have  rating  the  membranes.  The  liquor  amnii 
elapsed."  As  early  as  1769,  it  was  pro-  began  to  escape  immediately  after,  and  con- 
posed  by  Dr.  Cooper  to  induce  abortion  in  tinned  to  flow  for  three  days,  and  labour 
cases  c^  extreme  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  pains  then  came  on.  For  forty-eight  hours 
"  Before  I  conclude,"  ho  remarks,  in  his  they  were  feeble  and  irregular.  Mr.  Ro- 
hlstory  of  a  fatal  case  of  Caesarean  section,  bertson  then  found  the  os  uteri  considerably 
"  allow  me  to  propose  the  following  ques-  dilated,  and  a  foot  of  the  child  protruding 
tkm,  vis.  *  In  such  cases  where  it  is  cer-  through  it.  He  extracted  the  breech  and 
taialy  known  that  a  mature  child  cannot  extremities  without  difficulty,  but  he  could 
possibly  be  delivered  in  the  ordinary  way  not  succeed  in  drawing  the  head  through  the 
alive,  would  it  not  be  consistent  with  reason  brim  unto. the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  I  passed 
and  conscience,  for  the  preservation  of  the  the  point  of  the  perforator  up  to  the  back 
mother,  to  produce  an  abortion  ?'  **  part  of   the   head  without  difficulty,   and 

I  have  met  with  two  cases  of  such  gpreat  having  made  a  large  opening  through  the 
distortion  from  rickets  in  the  first  preg-  integuments  and  skull,  the  brain  b^an  to 
nancy,  that  I  have  induced  prematiire  labour  escape.  The  point  of  the  crot(*het  was  then 
in  the  seventh  month,  and  was  enabled  in  introducedintotheopening,  and  fixed  upon  the 
consequence  to  complete  the  delivery  with  base  ;  and  by  drawing  downwards  and  back- 
far  less  difficulty  and  danger  than  it  could  wards  with  the  crotchet,  and  at  the  same  time 
otherwise  have  been  done.  I  shall  read  to  pulling  upon  the  body  of  the  child,  the  head 
yon  the  details  of  these  cases,  with  the  view  soon  passed  through  the  pelvis,  completely 
of  impressing  upon  you  the  importance  of  flattened  on  the  sides.  She  recovered  with- 
the  principle,  and  of  inducing  you  to  per-  out  a  bad  symptom.  On  the  17th  of  May, 
form  the  same  operation  at  an  earlier  period  1839,  when  the  same  patient  had  completed 
of  the  first  pregnancy  than  the  seventh  the  seventh  month  of  her  second  pregnancy, 
month,  if  you  should  meet  with  any  indi-  I  punctured  the  membranes.  The  liquor 
vidual  whose  pelvis  is  so  distorted  that  a  child  amnii  began  immediately  to  escajie,  and 
cannot  then  pass  through  it,  or  in  whom  the  continued  to  flow  till  the  whole  of  the  fol- 
cavity  of  the  pelvis  is  filled  up  with  large  lowing  day,  and  in  the  evening  violent 
exostoses  and  tumors.  By  having  recourse  labour  pains  came  on.  The  nates  presented, 
to  this  operation  in  the  early  months,  even  and  Mr.  Robertson  had  no  difficulty  in 
before  the  fifth  month,  the  Csesarean  ope-  extracting  the  child  without  perforation  of 
ration  can  never  be  necessary  except  in  the  head.  On  the  19th,  the  usual  symp- 
those  cases  in  whxh  the  condition  of  the  toms  of  ruptured  uterus  soon  appeared, 
pelvis  has  not  been  ascertained  till  the  full  and  she  died  on  the  22d.  On  the  24th, 
period.  In  the  case  of  extreme  distortion  I  examined  the  body  with  Mr.  Robertson, 
from  malacosteon,  related  by  Sir  Charles  and  we  found  a  large  rent  in  the  cervix  uteri. 
Bell,  had  the  membranes  of  the  ovum  been  This  is  the  pelvis  which  you  see  now,  and 
perforated  in  the  second  or  third  month  the  following  are  its  dimensions.  The  dis- 
the  necessity  for  the  Csesarean  operation  tance  from  the  base  of  the  sacrum  to  the  sym- 
woold  not  have  occurred,  and  the  progress  physis  pubis  measurestwoinchciS  and  one  line. 
of  the  disease  would  probably,  for  a  time  at  The  transverse  diameter  of  the  brim  is  five 
least,  have  been  arrested.  inches  and  three  quarters.  Attheoutlet,a  line 

On    Tuesday,   January    9,    1838,    Mr.     drawn  between  the  tuberosities  of  the  ischia 
Robertson,  of  Albemarle  Street,  requested     measures  four  inches  and  a  half,  and  another 
me  to  see  a  woman  whose  pelvis  and  ex-     line,  from  the  extremity  of  the  coccyx  to  the 
tremities  were  greatly  distorted  by  rickets,    lower  edge  of  the  symjihysis  pubis,  three 
and  who  was  in  the  seventh  month  of  her    inches  and  a  half.     Had  premature  labour 
first  pr^nancy.     From  an  examination  of    been  induced  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  month, 
the  pelvis,  we  thought  the  short  diameter  of    or  earlier,  instead  of  the  seventh,  it  is  very 
the   brim    was    considerably    under    three     probable  the  fatal  accident  which  occurred 
inches,  and  that  a  child  at  the  full  period    would  have  been  prevented, 
could  not  pass  through  it  without  having  the        The  following  figure  gives  a  pretty  cor- 
volume   reduced   by   craniotomy,  and  that     rect  view  of  the  brim  of  this  pelvis,  although 
tiie  operation  would  be  attended  by  diffi-     it  was  not  taken  from  it.     (See  next  page.) 
colty  and  danger.     We  resolved,  in  couse-         Tlie  advantage  obtained  by  inducing  pre- 
quence,  to  induce  premature  labour,  though    mature  labour  in  a  ^tftt  ^t«^'»i^  ^  "«>&«(«. 
it  was  the  first  j)re^niioc/,  and   though   a    the  pelvis  U  greaVVj  ^ive^J0tV&^,^1^%^2^Tfi>Q'^ 
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conmlted  ID  her  mbfeqaent  pngataaj.  On 
Febrasry  7,  1843,  Mc.  Kell  ig^  requeued 
IDC  to  Me  this  pitient,  who  hftd  completed 
ber  fifth  month  of  gnUtion.  Tho  (tiletted 
catheter  «u  passed  np  readilj  into  the 
ntenit,  bat  the  liquor  uonii  did  not  emcapt. 
Od  the  10th,  the  point  of  the  itilette  haTins 
been  shu-pened,  the  ii 
iDtrodnced,  imd  ths 
poDctured.  The  liqnoi 
flow  ^1  the  12t)i,  when  paioi  c«me  on,  and 
the  child  WM  expelled  in  H  few  honri,  without 
artificial  auistance.  The  head  pmented. 
The  recoTery  waa  faioimble.  I  waa  tbnneilT 
of  opinion  that  in  no  case  of  diatoition,  how- 
eier  great,  could  it  be  necesBary  to  indnoe 
prematnre  labour  before  the  end  of  the  fifth 
month  of  pregnancy,  bat  in  caaea  of  Extreme 
diatortioD  Tram  malacotteon,  where  the  aacro- 
iameter  dors  not  CTceed  an  inch  and 


atriking  in  the  fullowiog  case  :— On  Jan.  23, 
1842,  Mr.  Kell,  of  Bridge  Street,  Weal- 
miniter,  reqaeated  me  lo  sec,  with  him  and 
Dr.  HingeatoD,  a  woman,  tet.  2B,  who  waa 
in  the  aerenth  month  of  her  lirat  pregnancy, 
and  whoae  pelvis  was  greatly  distorted  by 
rickets.  Some  days  before,  Dr.  Iliageat'iii 
had  passed  a  sound  into  the  nterns,  and  de- 
tached the  membranes  from  the  lower  part, 
but  labour  did  not  take  place.  I  Found  the 
OS  uteri  high  np,  and  situated  close  behind 
the  eymphjais  pubis.  No  difficulty  wa<  ex- 
perienced in  perforating  the  membranes  in 
the  usual  manner,  and  the  liquor  amnii  after- 
wards began  to  escape,  and  continued  to  flow 
till  the  evening  of  the  S6th,  when  strong 
labour  paina  commenced.  At  6  A.u.  on  the 
27th,  the  os  uteri  was  considerably  dilated, 
and  the  nates  were  felt  presenting.  As  it 
was  obvious  the  biecch  would  never  pass 
through  tlie  brim.  1  brought  down  the  lower 
extremities  with  Ibc  blunt  end  of  tlierrotchet, 
and  eitractfd  the  trunk  without  difRcnlty  ; 
but  I  was  obhged  alio  to  bring  down  the 
arms  with  the  blunt  hook.  Altemards  1 
endeavoured  to  pass  up  the  perforator  to  the 
back  part  uf  the  head,  aud  open  it.  but  could 
not  ancceed  in  getting  (hcpoint  of  the  inslni- 
ment  beyond  Uie  upper  ccnicat  vertebm. 
Being  afraid  of  separafing  these,  and  dc 
taching  the  head  from  (he  trunk,  I  gave  up 
the  attempt  to  perforate  the  back  part  uf  the 
head,  and  tried  lo  draw  (he  head  through 
the  briui  of  (he  prlvie  with  the  cralchet,  by 


I  half,  a! 


n  Mil 


which  yon  now  see. 


I  think  it  would  be  adTisable  to  put  a  period 
to  the  prtginancy  before  the  tifib  month, 
which  mn  be  done  with  perfect  safety  to  the 
mother.  The  woman  from  whom  tJtU  rfi»- 
forfeiJ /le/eij  was  removed  perished  in  con- 
sequence of  the  membranes  not  having  been 
perforated  «ufficicntly  cariy.  The  followmg 
figure  represents  the  sppearance  of  a  dis- 
torted pelvis  in  the  posiCBsion  of  Mr.  Barlow, 
and  of  the  pels' 


le  poml 


of  tl 


bones  of  the  face  and  foiehend.  After  much 
exertion,  continned  for  ne.irly  two  hours,  the 
head  waa  at  last  extracted,  when  completely 
torn  to  pieces,  I  believe  it  would  have  been 
impossible,  in  this  case,  to  perforate  tbe  skull 
through  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  as  has  some- 
times been  done  where  similar  difficulties 
have  presented  to  pcrfbmting  the  back  part 
of  the  head.  Tlie  plarenta  »a.<>  soon  ex- 
pelled, and  the  patient  had  a  perfect  and 
rapid  recovery.  It  i>  impossible  to  doubt 
that  the  result  of  this  cose  would  have  been 
widely  different  had  the  patient  been  allowed 
to  go  on  without  intrrferrnce  till  the  end  nf 
the  ninth  month.  Being  certain  that  a  child 
of  seven  months  could  not  pais  Ihrotigh  the 
brim  of  thin  pelvis.  I  resolved  to  indnce 
pirniaUirr   lihnur  at   .m   fsrlicT  jjeriorj,    if 


Ritgen  has 
pregnancy   a' 

of  the  B 

thinks,  should  be  induced  al  (be  twenty-ninth 
week,  when  tbe  diameter  of  tbe  pelvis  ii  two 
inches  and  seven  lines  i  in  the  thirtjetb  week, 
when  it  is  two  inches  and  dght  lines  1  inthe 
thirty-Hrst,  when  it  is  two  inches  and  nine 
lines  ;  in  the  thirty,  fifth,  when  two  inches 
and  ten  lines;  in  the  thirty-sixth,  when  two 
inches  and  eleven  lilies;  niid  in  the  thirty- 
seventh,  when  Ihc  Bucro-pubic  diameter  is 
exnctly  three  inches.  When  it  iaabove  three 
inches,  tlie  cfisc  must  be  left  to  tiature. 

Mr,  Barlow  has  also  published  a  synopti- 
cal table.  In  a  well. formed  pelvis,  where 
the  dintanre  from  the  upper  edge  of  tbe  sym- 
physis pubis  to  the  superior  part  of  the  oa 
sacrum,  or  conjugate  diameter  of  the  pelvis, 
i!  from  five  to  four  inches,  delivery  will  take 
pUce,  hr  says,  >i\- iV  eHort*  ol  miVme  »tot« 
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uliere  the  eoigiigate  diameter  is  from  four  or 
fimr  to  three  or  two  inches  and  three  quarters, 
the  dcUfery  may  be  completed  by  the  efforts  of 
nature,  or  assisted  with  the  forceps  or  lever  ; 
where  from  two  and  three  quarters  to  two 
and  a  half  inches,  premature  labour  should 
he  indaced;  where  from  two  and  a  half 
to  one  and  a  half  inches,  by  embryulcia,  or 
dettvery  with  tiie  crotchet ;  and  where  the 
eonjngate  diameter  of  the  brim  is  from  one 
and  a  half  inches  to  the  lowest  possible  do- 
greeof  distortion,  by  the  CKsarean  operation. 

Mr.  Barlow  thinks  this  table  will  facilitate 
farther  inquiry »  although  he  justly  observes 
that  the  practitioner  should  bear  in  mind  the 
•biohite  impossibility  of  determining  the 
mean  degree  of  compressibility  which  the 
eraninm  of  the  foetus  may  undergo  by  the 
efforts  of  the  uterus  ;  and  he  very  properly 
points  out  the  necessity  of  making  a  very 
carefbl  eiaminatlon  in  each  case  before 
adopting  any  decided  plan  of  treatment. 

Baodelocque  regarded  the  induction  of 
premature  labour  as  a  useless,  if  not  an  in- 
jurious, operation;  and  M.  Duges  has 
recently  characterised  it  as  fatal  to  the 
mother,  and  the  source  of  most  frightful 
abuse.  In  the  tables  of  the  Matcrnito, 
by  Baudelocque,  Boivin,  and  Lacbapelle,  in- 
cluding nearly  60,000  cases  of  labour,  there 
ia  no  account  of  any  case  in  which  prema- 
ture labour  was  induced.  The  Inst  of  these 
writers  begins  her  strictures  on  the  practice 
by  declaring  that  she  had  never  either  cm- 
ployed  "that  method,  or  seen  others  have 
recourse  to  it.**  The  propriety  of  inducing 
premature  labour  was  brought  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  Paris, 
in  1827,  and  they  decided  that  the  practice 
was  m^ustifiable  under  any  circumstances. 

The  discordance  which  exists  between 
Continental  and  British  practitioners  is  also 
strikingly  displayed  respecting  the  Ceesareau 
section.  The  reports  of  258  cases  of  this 
operation  have  been  collected  by  Michaelis, 
144  of  which  occurred  in  the  last,  and  110 
in  the  present  century.     Of  these  cases,  140 


proved  fatal.  Velpeau  states  that  the 
operation  was  performed  twenty-eight  times 
between  1810  and  1820;  and  tiiirty-one 
times  from  1821  to  1830.  Dr.  Churchill 
says  the  operation  was  performed  316 
times  between  1750  and  1841,  and  that 
the  mortality  was  52*8  per  cent,  for  the 
mothers.  I  believe  that  it  would  have  been 
much  greater  if  all  the  unfortunate  cases  had 
been  published,  which  has  not  been  done. 
In  Great  Britain  the  reports  of  at  least 
27  cases  have  been  published,  and  in  25  of 
them  it  was  fatal  to  the  mother.  Other  fatal 
cases  have  occurred  which  have  not  been 
recorded.  I  believe  there  is  no  practitioner 
of  reputation  now  in  this  country  who  would 
recommend  the  operation  upon  the  living 
body  if  delivery  could  be  effected  by  the 
perforator  and  crotchet.  Wherever  the  pre- 
senting part  can  be  reached,  to  apply  the 
perforator  and  crotchet,  an  attempt  should 
always  be  made  to  deliver,  and  the  Caesarean 
operation  reserved  for  those  cases  in  which 
the  distortion  is  so  great  that  the  os  uteri  and 
presenting  part  are  entirely  beyond  our  reach. 
Most  of  you  have  already  examined  the 
following  table,  which  has  been  published  in 
the  first  of  these  clinical  reports,  exhibiting 
a  comparative  view  of  the  frequency  of  for- 
ceps  and  craniotomy  cases  in  some  of  the 
principal  lying-in  hospitals  in  Europe.  It 
may  be  useful  once  more  to  compare  the 
practice  of  different  institutions,  that  you 
may  be  convinced  that  the  first  principles  of 
operative  midwifery  have  not  yet  been  esta- 
blished, at  least  that  they  are  not  generally 
understood,  and  that  there  is  no  other  branch 
of  surgery  at  the  present  tin'.e  in  such  a  rude 
condition.  In  one  hospital  the  forceps  was 
employed  once  in  every  seven  cases,  and  in 
another  once  only  in  728  cases.  How  im- 
portant it  is  that  you  should  watch  the  pro- 
gress of  protracted  and  difficult  labours,  and 
discover  the  best  method  of  treatment,  and 
form  correct  opinions  on  the  use  of  in- 
struments, it  is  not  necessary  for  me  now  to 
point  out  to  you  more  particularly. 


1 

HoKpitals. 

1 

Xuiuhcr 

of 
labours. 

Dublin,  Clarke. 

10,199 

Do.,  Collins.                 1 

16.651 

Paris,  Baudelocque. 
Do.,  Lacbapelle. 
Do.,  Boivin. 

17,38H 
22,243 
20.517 

Vienna,  Boer. 

9,589 

Heidelberg,  Naegele. 
Berlin,  Kluge. 
Dresden,  Cams. 

1,711 
1,111 
2.549 

Berlin,  Siebold. 

2,093 

Forceps 
caKoti. 


14 

27 

:u 

70 
96 
35 
i)J 
68 
184 
300 
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cases. 


1  in  728 
1  iu  617 
1  ill  561 
1  iu  293 
1  in  214 
1  in  274 
1  ill    31 


1 
1 
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in 
in 
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16 

U 
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49 

118 

6 

12 

16 

13 

1 

6 

9 
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1  in  248 
1  in  141 
1  in  2898 
1  in  1854 
1  in  1282 
1  in    737 


in  1711 

in  185 
in  2S3 
in  2093 


Only  a  few  cases  have 
which  EJLOf(to*e/ii  or  Oxfeo 
morjr  of  the  pelrltf,  huvc 


been  recorded  in     labour,  and  I  huvc  not  met  with  any  instance 

-snrcoinatuns  Tu-     in  practice. 

prodiictd  difficult         l)r.  M'K\W\u\wh  xeWVjt^  ww  ^xwcvv^v:  \\v 
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the  Edin.  Med.  and  Sarg.  JonnuJ,  April  and  its  greatest  breadth  six.    The  highest 

1831 1  where  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum  and  part  of  it  hangs,  as  you  will  see  by  looking  at 

right  side  of  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  were  this  figure,  over  the  place  where  the  t&id 

occupied  by  an  exostosis  of  a  conical  form,  vertebra  of  the  loins  is  joined  with  the  fourth. 

The  woman  had  been  in  labour  50  hours.  The  lowest  part  of  the  tumor  is  distant  about 

and  the  greatest  space  afforded  for  the  pas-  two  lines  and  a  half  fixHn  the  point  of  the 

sage  of  the  child  was  on  the  right  side,  and  sacrum.    From  the  posterior  surfiM^e  of  the 

it  was  only  1}  or  1}  of  an  inch.    From  the  body  of  the  bones  of  the  pubes  the  tumor  is 

apex  of  the  tumor  to  the  lower  part  of  the  only  one  line  and  a  half  distant.    Towards 

symphysis  pubis  1}  inch  ;  from  the  brim  of  the  anterior  part,  and  downwards  between 

the  pelvis  on  the  right  side,  immediately  the  tumor  and  bones  of  the  pubea,  the  space 

over  the  foramen  thyroideum  to  the  lateral  is  eight  or  ten  lines.    The  brim  of  the  pelvis 

turhco  of  the  tumor  at  its  widest  part,  1|  was  almost  completely  filled  up  with  the 

inch ;  more  posteriorly  1^  inch.    The  de-  tumor.     It  appears  ttom  the  lustory  that 

livery    was    completed    by    the    Cesarean  there  was  no  other  method  of  delivering  this 

operation,  but  the  child  WBts  dead,  and  the  patient  but  by  the  Caesarean  sectioo.     If  the 

woman  tUed  after,  the  unsuccessful  result  existence  of  the  disease  had  been  known 

being  attributed  to  the  delay.     Dr.  M.  ad-  during  pregnancy,  which  however  does  not 

Tocates  the  early  adoption  of  the  Csesarean  appear  to  have  been  the  case,  the  indoction 

operation  in  all  cases  where  uncertainty  pre-  of  premature  labour  would  have  been  proper 

vails  as  to  the  practicability  of  embryulda,  in  the  early  months,  as  soon  indeed  as  the 

and  where,  he  says,  no  two  practitioners  pregnancy  was  detected,  which  would  have 

agree  as  to  the  actual  space  in  the  pelvis,  obviated  the    necessity  for  the  operation. 

"  In  short,''  he  says,  **  where  I  was  not  The  same  observation  might  be  applied  to 

satisfied  that  a  passage  existed  for  a  full-  the  cases  of  osteo-sarcomatous  tumors   of 

grown   foetus   of    2    inches    in   the   short  the  pelvis  obstructing  delivery,  recorded  by 

diameter,  and  3}  in  length,  I  should  be  in-  Grimmel,  Stark,  and  others. 

clined  to  adopt  the  Csesarean  operation  in 

preference  to  embryukna.''    I  would  draw 

an  entirely  different  conclusion,  and  in  all  LUMLEIAN   LECTURES 

cases,  whatever  the   degree    of   distortion  «-tiv-bw«  At..^* 

might  be  either  m  the  brim  or  outlet  of  the  dkliverrd  at  the 

pelvis,  attempt   to   deliver    by  embryulcU  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 

where  the  presenting  part  could  be  reached  March  1843 

by  the  finger  and  the  crotchet  applied.     Had  ' 

the  patient  survived,  and  had  impregnation  Bt  George  Burrows,  M.D. 

again  taken  place,  instead  of  repeating  the  Physician  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

Csesarean  operation,  as  he  proposes,  pre-  _^ 

mature  labour  should  have  been  induccdi  in  t                tt 

the   eariy  months   of  pregnancy.     Dr.  M.  l.ecture  ii. 

states,  hi  the  history  of  the  case,  that  the  Recapitulation,   Disturbance  qf  the  eerebrai 

patient  suffered  little  or  no  inconvenience  circulation^  by  alterations  in  the  relative 

from  this  morbid  growth  during  life,  or  the  quantity  qf  blood  in  the  arteries  and  veins, 

term  of  utero-gestation.    At  times  she  had  JReconsideration  qf  the  arguments  upon 

coUcy  pama,  and,  on  questioning  her  mother  ^^*ch  is  founded  the  opinion  that  the 

as  to  the  probable  cause  of  the  exostosis,  she  quantity  of  blood  within  the  cranium  does 

admitted  that  her  daughter  had  received  a  ^ot  alter. 

fidl  on  the  back  when  6  or  8  years  of  age.  Pressure  an  important  principle  in  sustain^ 

which  occasioned  pain  in  the  sacral  region  a  «»5'  and  destroying  the  functions  of  the 

short  time  afterwards.  brain.     Illustrations  qf  vascular  pressure 

In  Dr.  Haber's  case  of  difficult  labour  from  «»  '*«  *'*«»« «»  ^^^^'^  and  disease.    Obser- 

anexostosisofthesacrum.thchistoryofwhich  rations  on  the  cephalo-tpinal  serum  and 

is  contained  in   aa    inaugural  dissertation  «^*  functions.    Increased  vascular  pres- 

pubDshed  at  Heidelberg,  1830,  the  disease  sure,  and  its  effects.   Diminished  vascular 

also  followed  a  fall  upon  the  ice  some  years  pressure,  and  its  effects.     Syncope  pro. 

before,  when  the  woman   was  carrying  a  ^^^^^  ^V  insufficient  vascular  pressure, 

heavy  load  upon  the  head.     This  accident  rather  than  by  a  diminished  supply  qf 

was  followed  by  pain  in  the  back  and  pelvis,  ^^^^^  '®  '^*   brain.     Examination  and 

whidi  gradually  disappeared.     She  married,  explanation  of  the  phenomena  of  syncope 

became   pregnant,   and    during  labour   the  produced  under  various  circumstances. 

whole  cavity  of  the  pelvis  was  found  to  be  Cerebral  disturbance  in  general  anaemia 

filled  up  with  an  osseous  tumor  which  grew  attributed  to  insufficient  vascular  pressure 

from  the   sacrum.     The   Ccesarean   section  ^^^re   than   to  anemia  of  the  cerebral 

was  performed ;  but  the  child  was  putrid,  substance. 

and  the  patient  died  soon  after  the  operation.  The  expiration  of  the  hour  allotted  to  a 

The  length  of  the  tumor  was  seven  inches,  lccture,compelledme,on  the  former  occasion. 
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to  eondiide  before  I  had  completed  a  review  avoid  being  misled  by  pseudo-morbid  ap- 

of  the  lubject  wliich  I  brought  before  your  pearances. 

DOtiee*     I  must,  therefore,  be  allowed  briefly  3dly,  I  pointed  out  how  it  had  been  at- 

to  recapitulate  the  points  which  then  occupied  tempted  to  support  the  opinion,  that  the 

our  attention.  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cranium  is  inyariable, 

The  aubject  of  my  former  lecture  was  the  by  adducing  the  absence  of  congestion  of  the 

modifications  which  the  circulation   within  cerebral  vessels  in  persons  who  have  died  by 

the  cranium   is  capable  of  undergoing  in  hanging.     Admitting  the  accuracy  of  such 

health  and  disease,  and  the  state  of  the  cir-  statements,  I  related  to  you  the  appearances 

eolation  within  the  cranium  after  different  in  other  instances  of   death    by  hanging, 

kinda  of  death.  which  fully  proved  that  not  only  congestion, 

I  quoted  from  the  writings  of  many  emi-  but  extravasations  of  blood,  were  often  found 

nent  physicians  the  opinions  entertained  by  in  the  brains  of  those  that  died  by  hanging. 

them  on  certain  peculiarities  of  the  cireulation  I  then  attempted  to  explain  the  occasional 

within  the  head.      It  appeared  from    this  absence  of  congestion  in  these  cases,  (1)  by 

enquiry  that  an  opinion  was  very  prevalent,  the  imperfect  compression  of  all  the  jugular 

**  that  the  quantity   of    blood   within   the  veins  ;  (2)  by  the  outlet  afforded  to  the  blood 

cranium  must  be  tiie  same,  or  very  nearly  of  the  head  through  that  lieautifiil  plexus  of 

the  Mme,  at  all  times,  whether  in  health  or  sinuses   which   surrounds  the  spinal  cord  ; 

diaeate,  in  life  or  after  death."  also,  (3)  especially  by  the  gravitation  of  the 

I  infonned  you  that  this  theory  of  the  in-  fluid  blood  during   the  suspension  of  the 

variable  quantity  ofblood  within  the  head  had  body;    and,  lastly,  by  the  division  of  the 

been  supported,  1st,  by  reference  to  certain  cervical  vessels  before  the  head  is  opened. 

ezperiownta  performed  by  Dr.   Kellie,  of  I  also  showed,  by  experiments,  that  when 

Leith ;    and,   2dly,   upon  the  supposition  precautions  were   adopted   to  obviate  the 

that  the  cranium  is  a  complete  sphere  of  bone,  influence  of  such  causes,  then  in  death  by 

which  is  exactly  filled  by  its  contents,  the  apnoea  there  was  intense  congestion  of  the 

brain,  by  which  that  organ  is  shut  up  from  cerebral  vessels. 

atmospheric  pressure,  and  from  all  influence  Upon  the  present  occasion  I  will  comjilctc 
from  without,  except  what  is  communicated  my  investigation  of  this  interesting  topic, 
from  the  blood-TCSsels  which  enter  it.  And  here  I   must  remark,  that  those  who 
I  gave,  in  the  first  place,  a  concise  analysis  maintain  that  the  absolute  quantity  of  blood 
of  the  experiments  from  which  it  has  been  in  the  cerebral  vessels  does  not  vary,  admit 
inferred  that  a  state  of  bloodlessuess  is  not  a  disturbance  of  the  cerebral  circulation  in 
discovered  in  the  brains  of  animals  which  the  following  manner : — ^They  point  out  the 
have  died  by  hsemorrhage ;  but,  on  the  con-  probability  of  a  frequent  alteration  in  the 
trary,  Tery  commonly  a  state  of  venous  con-  relative  quantities  of  blood  in  the  cerebral 
gestion.     I  then  detailed  some  similar  ex-  arteries  and  veins.     Thus,  thoy  assert  that 
periments  of  my  own,  the  results  of  which  those  pathological  states  which  have  a  ten- 
were  submitted  to  your  inspection,  and  from  dency  to   cause  influx   of    blood   into   the 
which,  I  flatter  myself,  it  appeared  evident  cerebral  arteries,  and  accumulation  in  those 
that  the  brains  of  animals  bled  to  death  were  vessels,  will  accomplish  this  change  at  the 
deprived  of  their  blood  to  the  extent  of  expense  of  the  cerebral  veins.     Again,  any- 
rendering  them  pallid  and  anaemic.     And  thing  causing  obstruction  of  the  return  of 
firom  these  ex|>eriment8  I  inferred  that  it  blood  from  the  cranium  will  produce  fulness 
was  not  a  fallacy,  as  some  supposed,  that  of  tiie  sinuses  and  cerebral  veins,  but,  at  tlio 
arteriotomy  or  venesection  diminished  the  same  time,  the  quantity  in  the  arteries  will 
actual  quantity  of   blood   in  the  cerebral  be  equally  diminished.     Theyalso  niaintaiii, 
Tfisfli  if  the  quantity  transmitted  to  the  brain  be 
2dly,  I  detailed  some  experiments  of  Dr.  lessened,  tlie  cerebral  arteries  vnl\  l>e  com- 
Kellie,  from  which  it  was  attempted  to  be  paratively  empty ;  but  there  will  be  a  cor- 
proved  that  the  quantity  of  blood  in   the  responding  fulness   of    the   venous   syittem 
cranium  is  not  afiected  by  the  posture  of  the  within  the  cranium.     These  opinions  of  Drs. 
head.     In  op]>osition  to  this  conclusion   I  AbtTorombie  and  Kellie  are  adopted  by  Dr. 
exhibited  to  yon  the  results  of  some  analogous  Watson,   who    supports    them    by   similiir 
experiments,  from  which  it  was  manifest  that  rcasoninc^.     In  states  of  ansemin,  he  informs 
the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  head  is  afTcctcd  us*,  a  diminished  quantity  of  blood  will  be 
to  a  most  extraordiiuiry  extent  by  posture,  transmitted  towards  and  into  the   cerebral 
I  showed  the  effects  of  gravitation  of  blood  arteries  ;  but  the  whole  volume  of  blood  in 
to  and  from  the  head.  the  brain  remains  the  same ;  therefore  bhmd 
llieie   results   led  me  to   suggest  some  will  accumulate  more  in  the  veins.     *'  It  is 
practical  rules  which  should  be  adopted  in  probably  in  this  way  tliat  the  appearance  of 

the  examination  of  the  cranium  after  death,       — -       ----- 

where  the  blood  remains  fluid,  if  we  wish  to  «  Mciiioal  Ui  tureb,  np.  cit. 
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eangettion  in  the  tuperficial  veins  qf  the  But  in  such  cases,  I  presume,  there  is  also  t 

brain  is  brought  about  in  animals  that  are  change  in  the  absolute  quantity  of  blood 

bled  to  death,**     That  such  venous  conges-  within  the  cranium,  and  not  a  mere  change 

tion  does  not  exist,  I  venture  to  affirm  from  in  the  relative  quantities  in  the  two  systems 

the  experiments  I  have  performed,  and  the  of  vessels. 

results  of  which  have  already  been  laid  before  I  believe  the  error  of  this  part  of  tlw 

you.  argument,  which  I   have  been  combating. 

Some  have  gone  further,  and  not  only  consists  in  the  first  supposition,  that  the 
asserted  that  hemorrhage  causes  venous  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cranium  is  a  con- 
congestion  of  the  brain,  but  have  also  main-  stant  quantity.  On  the  contrary,  I  think 
tained  the  paradox,  that  animals  bled  to  that  experiments  and  physiological  coo- 
death  die  of  apoplexy.  True,  indeed,  it  is  siderations  lead  us  to  the  conclusion  that 
that  they  die  with  symptoms  analogous  to  the  quantity  of  blood  within  the  cramom  is 
those  of  apoplexy,  and  this  is  no  new  dis-  extremely  variable  at  different  times,  and 
covery,  for  this  physiological  fact  was  known  under  different  circumstances, 
to  Hippocrates.  That  great  man  very  con-  The  experiments  which  support  this 
cisely  and  tersely  expresses  the  fact  in  one  of  opinion  have  been  already  detail^, 
his  aphorisms,  **  "^raurfihs  yhrrai  fl  urw  Those  who  have  maintained  this  doctrine 
irXripMffios,  11  Kfvtcffios.** — Sec.  vi.  of  the   constant  quantity  of  blood  within 

Hippocrates,  in  this  sentence,  announced  the  cranium,  have  not,  I  believe,  taken  into 

the  remarkable  pathological  truth,  that  de-  due  consideration  that  large  proportion  of 

pletion  or  repletion  of  the  vascular  system  the  contents  of  the  cranium  which  consists 

produces  similar  symptoms  of  disturbance  of  of  extra- vascular  serum.     We  know  that  in 

the  nervous  centres.  health  the  quantity  which  exists  in  the  ven- 

Not  only  have  the  principles  of  hydrosta-  triclc8,  membranes,  and  substance  of  the 
tics  and  other  immutable  laws  of  physics  brain,  is  considerable*.  Regarding  thu 
been  invoked  to  support  the  theory  that  the  serum  as  an  important  eleinent  of  die  con- 
absolute  quantity  of  blood  within  the  era-  tents  of  the  cranium,  I  admit  that  the  whole 
nium  is  invariable,  or  nearly  so,  but  the  contents  of  the  cranium,  that  is,  the  brain, 
symbols  of  algebra  have  been  made  to  ])er-  the  blood,  and  this  serum  together,  most  be 
form  their  precise  evolutions  to  show  that  at  all  times  nearly  a  constant  quantity, 
when  any  increase  takes  place  in  the  quantity  But  variations  in  the  quantity  of  serum 
of  blood  in  the  arteries  of  the  brain,  there  within  the  cranium  are  quite  compatible 
must  be  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  with  health  ;  and  in  morbid  states  of  the 
veins.  If  a  decrease  in  the  arteries,  then  an  brain  we  know  that  at  one  time  the  cerebral 
increase  in  the  veins.  Thus  it  is  said,  if  substance,  its  membranes,  and  ventricles, 
the  whole  quantity  of  blood  within  the  era-  will  be  nearly  devoid  of  serum  ;  while,  st 
nium  =  C,  a  constant,  the  quantity  of  blood  another  time,  these  parts  abound  with  serous 
in  the  arteries  =  x,  the  quantity  of  blood  in  effusion.  In  accordance  with  the  variatians 
the  veins  =  y,  then  C  =  x  +  y  always;  but  in  the  quantity  of  extra- vascular  senmi, 
let  X  be  diminished  by  a  quantity  (a)  then  there  must  be  fluctuations  in  the  quantity  of 
y  must  be  increased  by  this  quantity  (a),  intra-vastflilar  fluid,  the  blood.  From  this 
otherwise  the  original  supposition,  C  =  \+  consideration  alone,  it  seems  that  the  blood 
y  =  (x — a)  +  (y  +  a)  would  not  be  maintained,  may  be  increased  or  diminished  in  the  cra- 

Hence,  according  to  the  theory  supported  nium.  The  increase  or  decrease  may  affect 
by  this  algebraical  equation,  if  the  carotid  the  two  systems  of  vessels,  arterial  and 
arteries  be  divided,  and  the  quantity  of  blood  venous,  equally,  or  the  equilibrium  may  be 
in  the  cerebral  arteries  be  thus  diminished,  disturbed  ;  there  may  be  excess  in  either 
the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cerebral  veins  arteries  or  veins,  without  any  necessary 
will  be  equally  increased.  But  the  results  of  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  blood  con- 
experiments  negative  these  speculations,  and  taiucd  in  the  other  set  of  vessels, 
show  that  a  diminution  of  the  quantity  of  Let  us  now  reflect  how  this  question 
blood  in  one  set  of  vessels  is  not  necessarily  stands.  It  has  been  said  that  the  brain  is 
accompanied  by  a  state  of  repletion  of  the  enclosed  in  a  complete  sphere  of  bone,  the 
other  system  of  vessels.  cranium,  which  removes  it  from  the  influence 

There  must,  then,  be  some  fallacy  in  this  of    atmospheric    pressure,    and    hence    no 

part  of  the  argument  ;    and   the   question  material  change  can  take  place  in  the  abso- 

naturally  arises,  where  is  that  to  be  found  ?  lute   quantity  of  blood   circulating   in  the 

I  admit,  with  Dr.  Abercrombie  and  others,  vessels   of  the   brain.     This  proposition  is 

the  probability  of  a  disturbance  in  the  equi-  -       _ 

librium  between  the  quantities  of  blood   in  *  Fnuu  ilir    rrseairhes  of   M.  Mi^ndie,  it 

the  arterial   and  venous  systems  within  the  y^""'*^'  appear  that  in  tlio  healthy  adult  the  cere- 

rrHniiim    niwl  that  siirli  ilisti.rhaiii-i.   i<   iiro  »""-*^r»"<'»'  ^<'  i'">  >*^  m'Vt?r  under  ii.  oz.,  and  often 

cranium,  ana  triat  sutii  (iiaiurDanct   is  jiro-  .,ni..niils  tc  v. ../.  in  i.crson6  of  Urge  frame  of 

nuclive  ot  many  serious  cerebral  symptoms,  body. 
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alio  nipported  by  appeal  to  experiments,  and 
mathpmatlnal  calcnlation. 

(1).  It  ia  maintained,  that  when  hnmor- 
rliiijge  takes  place  from  the  general  system, 
it  does  not  affect  the  quantity  of  blood  in 
the  brain.  Hie  experiments  I  haye  per- 
fonned  lead  me  to  the  opposite  conclusion. 

(2).  Posture  of  the  body  after  death  is  said 
not  to  aftet  the  quantity  of  blood  within 
Hw  head.  My  experiments  show  that  pos- 
ture has  a  most  striking  influence  on  the 
quantity  of  blood  in  the  cerebral  Tessels. 

(3).  It  has  been  attempted  to  prove  that 
when  hidKriduals  die  of  asphyxia,  or  apnoca, 
there  ia  no  excessive  congestion  of  the  cere- 
bral Teasels.  Numerous  observations  show 
that  in  the  different  kinds  of  death  by  apnoea 
there  ia  great  congestion  of  the  cerebral 
Teaida,  and  that  where  it  is  absent  it  may 
be  accounted  for  on  anatomical  and  physical 
principles. 

(4).  It  has  also  been  attempted  to  prove,  by 
an  algebrsical  equation,  that  if  the  quantity 
of  blood  be  diminished  in  one  system  of 
cerebral  vessels,  it  will  be  increased  in  the 
other  vessels.  In  reply  to  this,  I  have 
ahown  that  the  results  of  experiments  nega- 
tive this  conclusion.  The  error  lies  in  the 
iUae  aasumption  of  the  elements  of  which 
the  equation  is  formed. 

But  how  shall  we  account  for  these  varia- 
tions in  the  quantity  of  blood  within  the 
head,  if  the  cranium  be  a  complete  sphere,  as 
it  has  been  described  by  some  physiologists  ? 

Does  the  anatomical  structure  of  the  hu- 
man cranium  warrant  the  opinion  that  it  is 
a  complete  sphere,  capable  of  removing  its 
contents  from  the  influence  of  atmospheric 
pressure?  I  think  not.  The  numerous 
Assures  and  foramina  for  the  tranttmission  of 
Teasels  and  nerves  through  the  bones  of  the 
cranium  appear  to  me  to  do  away  with  the 
idea  of  the  cranium  being  a  perfect  sphere, 
like  a  glass  globe,  to  which  it  has  been  com- 
pared by  some  writers.  If  there  were  not 
always  an  equilibrium  of  pressure  on  the 
parts  within  and  without  the  cranium,  very 
aerions  consequences  would  arise  at  the 
TarioQS  foramina  of  the  skull.  Are,  then, 
the  contents  of  the  cranium  removed  from 
the  influence  of  atmospheric  pressure?  I 
think  not,  from  other  considerations.  At- 
mospheric pressure  is  undoubtedly  exerted 
on  the  bkod  in  the  vessels  entering  the 
cranium.  This  pressure,  by  a  well-ascer- 
tained law  in  hydrostatics,  must  be  trans- 
mitted in  all  directions  through  the  fluid 
blood,  and  hence  to  the  blood  and  other 
contents  within  the  cranium.  If,  in  the 
natural  state  of  the  parts,  the  brain  is  de- 
fended from  atmospheric  pressure,  should 
we  not  expect  to  And  the  functions  of  that 
oi|;an  disturbed  in  some  way  when  part  of 
the  walla  of  this  sphere  is  wanting  ?  ISut  in 
children  with  open  fontancllcj:,  and  in  adults 


who  have  lost  part  of  the  bones  of  the  cra- 
nium, we  observe  no  peculiar  disturbance  of 
the  functions  of  the  brain  from  this  gap  in 
the  walls  of  the  imaginary  sphere.  But, 
lastly,  the  effects  of  gravity  on  the  fluid  con- 
tents of  the  cranium,  and  the  effects  of  the 
cupping-glass,  which  will  often  draw  blood 
from  the  vessels  of  the  dura  mater,  causing 
ecchymosis  there,  assures  us  that  the  cranium 
is  not  a  perfect  sphere  in  the  sense  in  which 
it  has  been  supposed. 

If,  then,  I  have  proved,  as  I  believe,  that 
the  quantity  of  blood  within  the  cranium-,  so 
far  from  being  a  constant,  or  nearly  constant 
quantity,  is,  on  the  contrary,  as  variable  as 
in  other  parts  of  the  body,  the  pathology  of 
many  serious  affections  of  the  brain  will 
re<iuire  revision. 

The  principle  of  pressure  is  one  of  mucli 
importance,  both  in  sustaining  and  destroying 
the  functions  of  the  brain. 

The  functions  of  the  brain  probably  can- 
not be  maintained  in  a  healthy  state  without 
a  certain  amount  of  pressure  on  the  cerebral 
substance.  Any  variation  of  pressure  which 
we  can  artificially  pro<lnce  and  estimate 
appears  to  affect  the  functions  of  this  oi^n. 
Dnder  the  ordinary  conditions  of  health, 
the  cerebral  substance  is  defended  from  the 
influence  of  all  variations  of  external  mecha- 
nical pressure,  and  is  only  subjected  to 
causes  of  pressure  acting  within  the  cranium. 
A  principal  and  constant  cause  of  pressure 
from  within  is  the  momentum  of  the  blood 
distending  the  arteries  and  veins  within  the 
skull.  But  some  of  the  best  writers  on  the 
pathology  of  the  brain  have  maintained  tliat 
this  force,  as  a  cause  of  pressure,  is  inope- 
rative— first,  because  '*  the  cerebral  substance 
is  principally  composed  of  inelastic  fluids 
which  are  incompressible" ;  and,  secondly, 
**  because  the  brain  is  incompressible  by  any 
such  force  as  can  be  conveyed  to  it  from  the 
heart  through  the  carotid  and  vertebral 
arteries." 

Let  us  analyse  these  arguments.  In  the 
first  **  the  brain  is  said  to  be  incompreisible, 
because  its  substance  is  principally  composed 
of  inelastic  fluids." 

The  greatest  confusion  exists  among 
medical  writers  on  this  part  of  the  physiology 
of  the  brain,  arising  from  the  misapplicatiop 
and  misconception  of  the  terms  incompres- 
sible and  hielastic.  Those  properties  of 
bodies  which  we  term  incompressibility  and 
elasticity  bear  no  constant  proportion  to 
each  other.  It  is  well  known  that  some  of 
tlie  most  incompressible  bodies  are  highly 
elastic,  and  those  wliich  are  very  compres- 
sible arc  also  elastic. 

Tims  an  ivory  billiard  ball  is  very  in- 
compressible, but  highly  elastic  ;  and  again, 
a  sponge  is  very  compressible,  but  also 
highly  elastic.  H»"ncc  there  is  neither  direct 
nor  inverse   pvoY>otV\ox\  vwWwWwvl  "VwVn^^^w. 
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the  compreuiblity  and  elaaticity  of  bodies,  diastole,  but  portions  of  the  flubatanee  of 

It  should  not  therefore  be  afllinned,  that  the  the  brain  are  actually  protruded  through  the 

incompressibilty    of   the    contents  of   the  aperture  in  the  cranium.    Hernia  cerebri,  or 

cranium  depends  on  the  inelasticity  of  the  protrusion  of  the  convolutions  of  the  brain, 

aubstanoe  of  which  those  contents  are  com-  is  effected  by  a  force  from  within,  just  as 

posed.      In    truth,   the  contents    of   the  hernia  of  the  conyolutious  of  the  intestines 

cranium,  although  very  incompressible,  are  is  produced  when  the  walls  of  the  abdomea 

highly  elastic.     As  long  as  medical  writers  are  perforated. 

employ  the  terms  of  the  physical  or  exact  Such  phssnomena  more  strongly  assure 

sciences  thus  loosely,  it  will  be  extremely  us  that  considerable  pressure  on  the  cerebral 

difficult  to  arrive  at  the  real  meaning  of  ex-  substance  is  produced  by  vascular  distension, 

perimentalists.  If  the  force  distending  the  cerebral  arteries 

Tbesecondpartof  this  argument  is, ''that  be  diminished,  while  the  foregoing  phseno- 

the  brain  is  incompressible  by  any  such  force  mena  are  under  observation,  the  maoifesta- 

as  can  be  conveyed  to  it  from  the  heart  tions  of  pressure  from  within  are  diminished 

through  the  carotid  and  vertebral  arteries."  in  proportion. 

The  consideration  of  this   opinion  I  ap-  Thus  in   the  experiment  of  Dr.  KeUie, 

proach    with  some  diffidence,    because  it  when  he  trephined  the  cranium  of  a  dog, 

emanated  from  no  less  an  authority  than  Dr.  be  observed  the  alternate  rising  and  sub- 

Abercrombie.  The  force  which  is  impressed  sidence  of  the  dura  mater  at  the  opening  ; 

on    the    cerebral    substance,   through   the  but  having  divided  one  of  the  carotid  arteries 

carotid   and  vertebral  arteries,   is  derived  ofthe  dog,  there  was  an  evident  gradual  sink- 

from  the  contractile  power  of  the  left  ven-  ing  of  the  brain  from  the  level  of  the  cranium, 

tricle  of  the  heart,  at  whatever  amount  that  indicating  a  diminution  of  the  distending 

power  be  estimated.    The  static  force  of  force.     Lastly,   it  has  been  observed  that 

the  blood  in  the  aorta  was  estimated  by  when  syncope  occurs,  this  alternating  motion 

Hales  at  50  lbs. ;  Poisseuille's  recent  experi-  of  the  brain  ceases,  and  again  returns  when 

ments  place  this  force  at  only  5  lbs.  the  heart's  action  is  renewed.* 

It  is  not  of  great  importance  to  my  argu-  The  existence  of  such  a  force  within  the 

ment  whether  the  momentum  of  the  blood  cranium  producing  outward  pressure  must 

in  the  aorta  be  estimated  at  the  greater  or  be  admitted ;    but   Dr.   Abererombie  and 

less  amount.  some  others  affirm  that  the  brain  is  not 

I  wish  to  show  that  such  a  force  is  actually  compressible  by  this  force.  Although  I 
operating  on  the  cerebral  substance  within  cannot  aUow  that  the  brain  is  altogether  in- 
the  cranium,  and  then  estimate  its  effects,  compressible,  still  I  admit  that  it  is  only 
when  increased  or  diminished.  When  a  slightly  so;  but  although  so  little  corn- 
portion  of  the  cranium  has  been  removed,  pressible,  the  cerebral  substance  must  sus- 
either  by  accident  or  artificially,  and  the  tain  the  pressure  of  this  force  equally  as  if 
dura  mater  exposed  to  view,  phenomena  it  were  of  the  most  compressible  materials, 
are  remarked  which  indicate  pressure  on  On  this  part  of  the  argument  Dr.  Alexander 
the  cerebral  substance  by  a  force  from  Monro  very  justly  remarked,  •*  the  less 
within  the  cranium,  and  that  the  force  varies  compressible  we  sujipose  the  substance  of 
at  different  times.  "With  every  systole  of  the  brain  to  be,  the  more  readily  we  under- 
the  heart  the  surface  of  the  dura  mater  rises  stand  how  the  whole  of  it  may  be  affected 
a  little,  and  has  a  tendency  to  transgress  the  by  a  plethora  or  increased  momentum  of 
level  of  the  bones  of  the  cranium.  It  again  blood  in  it/'  (Observations  on  Nervous 
subsides  with  each  diastole.     Also  during  System,  p.  6.) 

the  act  of  expiration,  while  the  free  return  Injurious  effects  of  this  pressure  on  the 

of  venous  bl(X>d  from  the  brain  is  impeded,  brain  would  be  much  more  often  exhibited, 

the  surface  of  the  dura  mater  rises  and  sub-  when  the  quantity  of  the  blood  within  the 

sides  with  the  succeeding  inspiration.     Thus  cranium  is  by  any  means  increased,  were  it 

whatever  has  a  tendency  to  distend  the  cere«  not  for  the  peculiarity  of  the  venous  system 

bral  vessels,  whether  arterial  or  venous,  ap-  in  the  cranium,  which  affords  such  ready 

pears  to  exert  a  pressure  on  the  cerebral  escape  for  the   redundant  blood,  and   for 

substance,  which  is  manifested  in  the  manner  another  anatomical  peculiarity  of  the  contents 

I  have  ju^t  described.  of  the  cranium.      The  peculiarity  which  I 

But  the  effects  of  this  pressure  on  the  now  advert  to  is  hardly  sufficiently  estimated 
cerebral  substance  are  even  more  manifest  by  patliologists  :  it  is  the  very  large  portion 
after  those  accidents,  where,  with  loss  of  a  of  the  contents  of  the  cranium,  which  is  re- 
portion  of  the  bones  of  the  cranium,  there 

u  also  a  laceration  of  the  dura  mater.  In  ,,  *  The  wl.ole  of  this  subject  of  tlie  iuilueiice  of 
*^  TT^  ^7  J.  "  J.  *  **!.  I  the  respiration  anil  circutation  on  the  mans  of 
suqh  cases  the  distendmg  force  of  the  vessels,  the  brain  is  admirably  di^(•lISJM•(l  by  that  pro- 
acting  on  the  cerebral  substance,  is  so  mani-  found  and  laborious  wntiT,  Albert  Haller,  in  his 

fcst,  that  not  only  do  we  witness  the  alter-  )J'*;"V,'"^*  l'h> siolo^ia^  vol.  4.  in  the  sections 

.'     .            J    /.  ii      r   .L                  1         f  **  Rcfluxus  sanjruiniK  vcnosi,  (lui  a  respiratione 

nate  rise  and   fall  of  the  ex|K)sed  surface  p«,„i«.t,"  and  axaiu  in  the  bcctiou  '*  Mutua  ce- 

corresponding  with  the  heart's  systole  and  rebri  arteriosus/' 
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movable  by  absorption,  or  by  other  cansps.  ventricles,  which  ilip  into  the  rtMitral  pnrtH 

I  advert  to  the  extra-vascular  fluid  in  the  of  the  cerebral  niaiw.* 

cranium;    the    serum    in    the    substance,  The  eflfects  of  increased  detemiiiintiim  of 

ventricles,  and  membranes  of  the  brain.  This  blood  to  the  brnin,  or  of  oI)Htnu'te«l  vennuH 

fluid,  very  appropriately  designated  re/;Aa/o-  circulation  from  it  may  lie  witncNN.Ml,  rvrn 

Mjmai,  varies  greatly  in  amount  at  different  in  otherwise  healthy  stall's  of  th;it  or^nn, 

times ;    and    probably    a    portion    readily  although  those  cfftM-ts  are  pn)1ml)ly  muuc- 

changes  its   site  from  the  cranium  to  the  times  obviated  by  the  anntomical  conditions 

spinal  canal,  and  conversely.     This  is  not  a  I  have  ywt  explniiicd  :  but  tlu-y  iin;  nioNt 

mere  hypothesis  to  support  a  theory  or  ex-  strikingly  di.H]diiy(il  when  llirn*.  in  prr-rxint- 

plain  a  difficulty.  iiig  discnse  in  tho  cranium. 

Anatomy  points  out  that  the    serum  in  When  the  power  of  the  heart    U   inor- 

the  arachnoid  may  readily  pa.«4  from   the  dinately   incmt-ed   by   Htimidnntx,   Knirriil 

craniam  to  the  spinal  canal ;   also  that  that  plethora,  or  hy|HTtro])hy  of  the  Irft  vrn- 

which  is  contained  in  the  cerebral  ventricles  tricle,   we    remark    a   train   of    symplonis 

may  through   the  fourth   ventricle    partly  similar  to  those  produced  by  varying  ih-gni's 

escape  towuds  the  membranes  of  the  spinal  of  mtrchnnical  pressure  artificially  exerted  on 

cord.     The  experiments  of  Majendie  show  the  brain. 

that  this  oerebro-spinal  fluid  may  be  ar-  When  ob.struction  to  (lie  return  of  liIfNid 
tiflcially  abstracted  or  increased.  from  the  brain  takes  place,  so  that  the  blmNl 
T^tbologlcal  states  of  the  spinal  column  becomes  almrist  stiigiiant  in  the  sinusi's,  (lin 
give  na  m  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  force  of  the  left  ventrii:le  (whirli  in  the  nor- 
freedom  of  transmission  of  serum  from  the  mal  state  of  the  cen'bnl  ein dilation  is  ex- 
arachnoid  c^  the  cord  to  the  brain.  In  spina  ponded  partly  in  propelling  the  bhKid  on- 
bifida  we  remark  during  fits  of  coughing  and  ward  through  the  cnpillaries  Uiwards  the 
crying  the  spinal  tumor  becomes  much  right  auricle,  an<l  partly  in  ilisUmding  the 
more  tense,  and  by  graduated  pressure  with  Te!i-:els  within  the  cranium)  is  nnder  sueh 
the  hand  over  the tamor  it  may  be  gradually  circumiitanres  expended  ufKin  the  interi'rr 
decreased  in  size.  With  the  diminution  of  surfaci;  of  the  cerebral  blo^Kl-veii^elii.  This 
■ixe  we  may  witness  symptoms  of  pressure  pressure  i«  partly  HUiitaincd  by  there«i«taner 
on  the  brain  and  cord.  ThcM  con*idera-  of  the  vaAcnUr  ti^siieii,  and  the  remainder  is 
tions  lead  to  the  oondnsion  that  this  c^ihalo-  lx>me  by  tlir  surrounding  cen^bral  snb- 
spinal  fluid  may,  under  the  influenr:e  of  pres-  oUnce. 

sure,   change  ita  site.      Wh*n   arterial   or  Whatever  thin  forre  m^y  be,  it  J^romen  a 

venons  congeition  of  the  brain  is  suddenly  f/nrr/:  of  inrrejurf-d  pre^-nr**  «jK/n  the  #«Te. 

induced,  the  firit  conse*j»ier.re  will  ^ie  in-  |>ral  ^nb-f^ri/e ;  and  th*-  rr.'ir*-  *o.  ar/orhng 

creased  pressnre  on  all  the  coxi'.^:.**  of  the  t/>  th*-  pr^-^-xi-'insf  rnorb.  1  nfjiU-\  of  the  i-n- 

eraninm;  the  second  eff*rt  w-:i   V 'h^  dl*-  r^.yx.'tti.     ^\  hen  tj.- #rir';uUf:'.ri  i»«i/it/'d 

placement  of  a  portion  of  tLU  eir^-T^K-iUr  r,r  o^-'ri^vd  an  o-n.^'j*  %*at*-  *A  *ntir_f^u>n 

femm  into  the  spinal  canal.     M  r^^*  4'/^*/'v;-  of  rK^:  :.'.*>-g'jrr.«7k*ji  ^f  »^f^.  h«-ad  nn^  f^^  •« 

tion  of  blood  from  the  craai-.-T.  :•  •^-r-^.  a  pr^:  .'.*d,  *f*d  fr',n.  •r.e  ••rp^r,fr.*:rt»«  f  r.a*^ 

quantity    of    serum   orxopie^    •^^    -.».'-a*ed  *;-.•;*.,/■/*.  ;•  war,  I  •K.r.lt.  »#^  ir,f*-rr»!fi,  *r.*>  a 

This  extra-vasCTiiif  wr-^rr.  :*  <'-.;.-  t-..v.  .:•A^/^^'*^    'yfr.ar* «'.'/?•    '/f    ♦^•'5    U,*rrh»} 


plementa!  to    the  c^Jser   rrr.VT.r*   'f    v.*  i-n^^;*  of  *h^ '.r«/.:r>'r.  :«  forTr.ed. 
craniam,  removable  by  rr*^'^"^ '-v  wv.r*,-         j..   j,f»-iy,'.<jy  \^^l*\,j  f/.rA.*\fff»^  *A  *x^ 

tion,  at  one  tinae  gri-^g  p-w^  v,  '.'.a  ..•*-  '.r v.. -.//..  ».'.^.  ;t  tjff,*3i,:tn  ryr*hir.ar  **  •*  *'-* 

creased  quantity  fAzAfxA.  \z  v:jr.*rjrr  vu«.r.r  '.t\.:.   \r.ti   zjt.rrt.n:  '.-.a.-.'.'t  '.f  ##rv.»   f  .  d, 

up  for  tbe  deficiew^y  of  v/^-xi  .r.  •>.^  -»«*.*,  •-.#;  ->^**.-4.  ».-,'/•♦-» r..'^  v.*;  r**/!.  7  */ /'.•.•.'.■'# 

llus  cztFS-vaacGLir  «emm  sr'.  r.^r*  7  v^*  >^v  -a^i*  v.  %  v--  y.t%ri  ..'•  r*»«*  'A  :  '^^^   •> 


as  sopplenentai  Vj  -.iie  itr? -<r  ..v*.-.- -7  '.<  .-«   -*«^'.4  '*r*>*^; '.-   '**•.•.*    '.r   -.  v.v. 

blood,  bat  sLm  ti>  tJs^  f«r-»*..i»  '. -.Ar-r.-;  '/  ^-y.  v,  '^f^.'tj^.-t^r.wt^.*  y ***•-.'»    -n,  ■- 1 '/"•^ff* 

nerroas  mat&er  in '1*  '.nsr..  T\m  .-.  u-*'^-  ■/  «  -fr^A.r.  *.r^-!.'.*  '/  »*--..•.■     '."i*  »"»*■  *>-* 

trophy  of  the bnou 'iy'T*  ji  *  T^.-'' .-»nr.-».-*-  —  r.v -.v.    -/,'.*-•.-.»   4.-,-r.-v.*.   *<v^.   ',f.e»'f.rrt- 


able  deflcieDcy  1^  iiHnm:    vv   -."-nr.      t*     ^.-..^  n. '/vfjir^^'   •■-.^  ^'^  '.^r..'.  '*.  r.v  -^a* 


tiiM  flod,  that  rt^  ir»  <  r-#v*'  lr7       ''n  "h*     -i-,.-  ^#.'  ■.*-.•  j-^jr  ,-■• 

eoBtrary,  in  •tr'-i^?  '/  v.*»  '.tw.  -:i#  ■"-«-         ;  .  •.•/>q*  ;'4r.-r.'.->7"'*{   *****j  •-'  "'■*  •*■'* 


•  /  <•«- 


find  Buy  p«!r$'«rs  «ir.r>.^  '.'fi*^      ?"■^r.   1     ,..,.  ,    *         ..  ,,...■/  --.v   .  ..^  •    .  -/ 
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brain,  tumors  and  cysts  in  that  organ »  and  in  of  the  cerebral  functions  is  occaaioned  loldy 

large  extravasations  of  blood  on  the  suiface,  by  want  of  vascular  pressure  on  its  substance, 

every  canse  which  is  capable  of  exciting  the  It  has  been  forcibly  pointed  ont  by  Dr.  Mar* 

heart's  action  produces  an   increased  dis-  shall  Hall,  that  bleeding  in  the  erect  poataiv 

turbance  of  the  functions  of  the  brain,     llie  is  the  best  method  of  ascertaining  the  poww 

variable  character  of  the  symptoms  of  cere-  of  the  system  to  sustain  the  loss  of  blood, 

bral  disturbance  in  these  permanent  lesions  and  of  the  propriety  of  bleeding  as  m  re- 

within  the  cranium  are  thus  probably  ac-  medial  agent.     It  is  a  matter  of  daily  ex- 

counted  for  by  the  variable  vascular  pres-  perience  that  a  small  amount  of  blood  taken 

sure.      Dr.   Watson   has  offered  a  nearly  from   a  person  in  the  erect  posture  will 

similar  explanation   of  the  occasional  re-  cause  syncope ;  whereas  double  the  amount 

currence   of  cerebral  symptoms,   although  of  blood  might  have  been  taken  from  that 

their  supposed  cause,  organic  disease  in  the  person  in  the  horizontal  posture,  without 

cranium,  is  permanent.     It   seems   to   me  producing  a  similar  result.     Hence  the  pos- 

probable  that  many  permanent  lesions  with-  ture  of  the  individual,  and  not  the  amount 

in  the  cranium  do  not  affect  the  functions  of  of  blood  abstracted,   is  the  more  efficient 

the  brain  by  pressure,  except  when  there  is  cause   of  the  syncope.     The  effects  of  the 

some  cause  in  operation  capable  of  inducing  erect  posture  on  the  heart  and  brain  I  have 

vascular  congestion,  or  when  the  lesion  is  of  just  described. 

a  mechanical   nature,   or   is  gradually  in-  In  extreme  states  of  debility,  from  what- 

creasing.  ever    cause    produced,    the    mere    sudden 

If  the  force  of  the  contractions  of  the  assumption  of  the  erect  posture  is  often 
heart  be  diminished  in  these  morbid  states  adequate  to  induce  an  alarming,  and  some* 
of  the  encephalon,  there  is  usuaUy  a  corre-  times  fatal,  syncope.  In  this  posture  the 
sponding  relief  to  the  cerebral  symptoms ;  feeble  heart  is  unable  to  project  the  blood 
but  should  the  same  diminution  in  the  against  the  force  of  gravity  in  the  carotid  and 
force  of  the  circulation  be  produced  in  vertebral  arteries,  when  the  brain  is  suddenly 
healthy  states  of  the  brain,  the  functions  of  deprived  of  the  vascular  pressure  essential  to 
the  organ  are  suddenly  annihilated  from  in-  the  continuance  of  its  functions.  The  in- 
sufficient vascular  pressure  :  syncope  is  the  fluence  of  this  cause  of  death  was  not  unfre- 
result.  quently  seen  in  our  cholera  hospitals,  when 

Syncope  is  occasioned  by  insufficient  vas-  that  disease  prevailed  epidemically.    Patients 

cular  pressure  on  the  brain,  and  not  from  who  were  in  states  of  collapse,  but  still  in 

the  inadequate  quantity   of  blood  supplied  the  enjoyment  of  sensorial  functions  while 

to  tlie  brain  and  its  vessels,  as  is  commonly  reclining,  upon  assuming  the  erect  posture 

supposed.  died  almost  instantaneously. 

In  the  most  simple  form  of  syncope,  that  There  is  another  posture  of   the  body 

which  arises  from  a  strong  moral  emotion  in  which  will,  in  some  persons,  induce  syncope, 

a   previously   healthy   person,   we   see   the  and  where  the  cause  appears  to  be  the  sudden 

single  effect  of  want  of  due  vascular  pres-  diminution  of  the  momentum  of  the  blood  in 

sure   on  the   brain.       In   such   cases    the  the  arteries  of  the  head,  and,  consequently, 

quantity  and  quality  of  the  blood  in  the  per-  an  insufficient  vascular  pressure  on  the  brain, 

sou's  body  are  unaltered  previous   to   the  If  the  arms  be  held  extended  in  vertical 

syncope,  and  the  suspension  of  the  cerebral  lines    above    the    head,   this    posture  will 

functions  arises  solely  from  the  diminished  quickly  produce  faintness  in  some  persons, 

energy  of  the  heart.     The  blood  is  no  longer  Here  the  heart  has  suddenly  imposed  upon 

propelled  with  sufficient  force  from  the  left  it  the  additional  labour  of  overcoming  the 

ventricle  to  maintain  an  adequate  pressure  effects  of  gravity  on  the  blood  in  the  arteries 

on  the  cerebral  substance.     If  such  a  person  of  the  upper  extremities  ;   and  the  conse- 

happen   to  be  in  the    erect  posture,   the  quence  is  a  diminution  of  the  momentum  of 

syncope  is  more  rapid  and  complete ;  because  the  blood  in  the  arteries  of  the  head, 

the  enfeebled  muscular  tissue  of  the  heart  is  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  particularly  to 

unable  to  sustain  the  arterial  current  of  blood  describe  the  remarkable  disturbance  of  tha 

against  the  force  of  gravity,  and  to  preserve  functions  of  the  brain  which  takes  place  in 

the  proper  degree  of  pressure  on  the  brain,  general  antemia.     Does  the  long  catalogue 

Let  such  a  fainting  person  be  placed  in  the  of  nervous  symptoms  arise  from  the  altered 

horizontal  posture,  and,  as  is  well  known,  qualities  of  the  blood  in  anemia;  or  from  an 

consciousness  quickly  returns.     But  why  ?  insufficient  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cerebral 

Because   the  enfeebled  heart   is    equal   to  substance ;  or,  lastly,  from  impaired  vascular 

maintain  the  arterial  current  of  blood  in  that  pressure   on   the   substance  of  the   brain  ? 

favourable  posture,  and  with  it  the  requisite  Without  underrating  the  injurious  effects  of 

amount  of  vascular  pressure  on  the  brain,  the  altered  qualities  of  the  blood,  in  general 

The  same  phenomena  occur  in  syncope  pro-  aneemia,  on  the  brain  and  all  the  organs  of 

duced  by  hemorrhage,  although  in  this  case  the  body,  still  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion 

it  is  not  so  easy  to  show  that  the  suspension  Uiat  some  of  the  most  remarkable  symptoms 
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mnae  rather  from  inrafficient  vascular  pres.  Dr.  Abercrombie'*'  relates  the  following 

rare  than  from  an  insufficient  quantity  of  remarkable  instance  of  the  effects  of  posture 

blood  in  the  substance  of  the  brain.  on   the  cerebral  functions.     A  gentleman, 

l^mple  aniemia  of  the  brain  certainly  does  aged  30,  came  to  Edinburgh  for  advice  in 

not  produce  that  train  of  symptoms  which  regard    to    an    obscure   affection,   referred 

is  usually  ascribed  to  a  want  of  due  supply  chiefly   to   the    stomach,    and    which    had 

of  blood  to  the  brain.     Probably  there  is  no  reduc^  him  to  a  state  of  extreme  weakness 

condition  of  the  brain,  not  even  that  induced  and  emaciation.     As  his  debility  had  ad- 

by  repeated  haemorrhage,  in  which  the  wib-  yanced  he  had  become  considerably  deaf, 

stance  of  the  organ  is  so  completely  ansmic  and  this  affected  him  in  a  singular  manner, 

as  in  genuine  hypertrophy  of  the  brain.     In  When  standing,  or  sitting  upright,  he  was 

this  rare  cerebral  affection  the  membranes  very  deaf;  but  when  he   lay  horizontally, 

and  substance  are  found  dry,  and  devoid  of  with  his  head  very  low,  he  heard  perfectly.  If, 

blood  or  senim  ;  the  medullary  matter  is  as  when  standinir,  ho  stooped  forward,  so  as  to 

white  and  firm  as  blanc-mange  or  hard-boiled  produce  flushing  of  his  face,  his  hearing  was 

white  of  egg.     The  cranium  is  already  so  perfect ;  and  upon  raising  himself  again  he 

completely  filled    by  h\'pertrophy    of    the  continued  to  hear  distinctly  as  long  as  the 

cerebral  substance  that  the  blood  is  unable  to  flnshing  continued  :    as  this  went   off",  the 

make  its  way  through  the  vessels ;  and  with  deafness  returned. 

sn  tliisbloodlessness  of  the  organ,  wc  witness  In  the  foregoing  case   Dr.  Abercrombie 

none  of  the  nervous  symptoms  of  general  supposed  there  must  be  a  want  of  balance  in 

anaemia.  On  the  contrary,  the  symptoms  are  the  circulation  within  the  brain,  a  diminished 

rather  those  commonly  ascribed  to  the  effects  (piantity  of  blood  and  momentum  of  blood 

of  inordinate  supply  of  blood  to  the  brain,  in  the  cerebral  arteries,  with  a  corresponding 

In  these  cases  of  hypertrophy  of  the  brain  increase  of  the  blood  in  the  cerebral  veins. 

the  force  of  the  heart  is  unimpaired  ;  the  I  think  the  history  of  this  case  of  deafness, 

blood  u  propelled  with  its  normal  force  into  as   recorded    by   Dr.   Abercrombie,   rather 

the  cerebral  arteries,  but  it  cannot  make  its  shows  that  the  varying  amount  of  vascular 

way  tiirongh  the  capillaries ;  and  thus  the  pressure  was  the  cause  both  of  the  suspension 

static  force  of  the  heart  is  expended  on  the  and  restoration  of  the  cerebral  functions. 

surrounding  cerebral  substance :  so  that,  in  Fur  a  numl>er  of  curious  and  interesting 

anaemia  of  the  brain  from  this  cause,  there  cases  illustrating  the  state  of  the  nervous 

are  none  of  the  symptoms  present  which  centres  when  the  system  is  reduced  to  a  state 

accompany  aMcmia  of  the  organ  produced  by  of  general  anaemia,  either  by  loss  of  blood  or 

haemorrhage,  in  which  condition  there  is  in-  other  debilitating  causes,  the  work  of  Dr. 

sufficient  power  of  the  heart  to  produce  the  Marshall  Hall  *'  On  the  Loss  of  Blood,  ^c.*' 

amount  of  vascular  pressure  essential  to  the  umy  be  consulted  with  advantige.     In  one 

functions  of  the  brain.     Hence  we  infer  that  and  all  of  these  cases  of  disturbed  functions 

the  rimple  condition  of  anteniia  of  the  bruin,  of  the  brain,  an  immediate,  but  temporary, 

independent  of  diminished  vascular  pressure,  relief  to  the  symptoms  is  afforded  by  hori- 

is  iiuafficient  to  produce  the  peculiar  train  zontal  posture,  stimulants,  and  other  means 

of  symptoms  so  often  observed  in  general  which  favour  the  momentum  of  the  blood 

anaemia.  moving  through   tlic  carotid  and  vertebral 

It  is  in  general  ansmia,  caused  by  profuse  arieries. 
luemorrhage,  that  we  witness  the  fearful  >\'e  mny  remark  similar  effects  from 
catalogue  ofaymptoms  indicating  disturbance  diminished  vascular  pressure  on  the  brain 
of  the  nervous  centres  in  their  most  aggra-  in  the  application  of  that  powerful,  but 
Tiled  form.  In  such  a  condition  of  the  hazardous  contrivance,  the  horizontal  re- 
body,  we  remark  that  whatever  tends  tem-  volving  bed.  Dr.  Darwin,  I  believe,  invented 
porarily  to  assist  the  heart,  or  stimulate  it  to  this  rotatory  machine  for  the  purpose  of 
propel  the  blood  towards  the  brain,  alleviates  tranquillizing  the  nervous  system  and  pro- 
tbe  nerrous  symptoms;  on  the  contrary,  curing  sleepf.  It  was  subsequently  employed 
whaterer  places  the  heart  at  greater  disad-  to  calm  the  violence  of  the  furious  maniac. 
Ttntage  in  propelling  the  blood  to  the  brain,  its  mo<le  of  a})plication  is  as  follows.  The 
■ggnvatea  these  nervous  symptoms.  The  patient  is  lud  on  his  back,  with  his  head 
loss  of  consciouaness  in  f7ncope,  the  convul-  close  to  a  column  or  pivot,  around  which 
■ions  after  haemorrhage, are  often  immediately  the  bed  is  made  to  revolve  in  a  horizontal 
terlnlnated  by  the  horizontal  posture  so  plane  with  considerable  velocity.  A  centri- 
fcroanble  to  the  momentum  of  the  blood  in  fugal  force  is  thus  generated,  which,  from 
tfie  carotid  arteries.  The  senses  of  sight  and  the  position  of  the  patient,  determines  the 
limring  are  often  impaired  or  lost  during  blood  from   the  head  towards    the    lower 

■tales  of  general  ansmia,  but  posture  alone        ...  .      _ 

will  sometimes  restore  these  functions  of  the  *  Op.  cit. 

Iwytw-  t  Zoonomin,  vol.  ii.  p.  WW. 
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brain,  tumors  and  cysts  in  that  organ,  and  in  of  the  cerebral  functions  is  occasioned  solely 
large  extravasations  of  blood  on  Uie  surface,  by  want  of  vascular  pressure  on  its  substance. 
every  cause  which  is  capable  of  exciting  the  It  has  been  forcibly  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Mar* 
heart's  action  produces  an  increased  dis-  shall  Hall,  that  bleeding  in  the  erect  posture 
turbance  of  the  functions  of  the  brain,  llie  is  the  best  method  of  ascertaining  the  power 
variable  character  of  the  symptoms  of  cere-  of  the  system  to  sustain  the  loss  of  blood, 
bral  disturbance  in  these  i)ermanent  lesions  and  of  the  propriety  of  bleeding  as  a  re- 
within  the  cranium  are  thus  probably  ac-  medial  agent.  It  is  a  matter  of  daily  ex- 
counted  for  by  the  variable  vascular  pres-  perience  that  a  small  amount  of  blood  taken 
sure.  Dr.  Watson  has  offered  a  nearly  from  a  person  in  the  erect  posture  wiH 
similar  explanation  of  the  occasional  re-  cause  syncope ;  whereas  double  the  amount 
currence  of  cerebral  symptoms,  although  of  blood  might  have  been  taken  from  that 
their  supposed  cause,  organic  disease  in  the  person  in  the  horizontal  posture,  without 
cranium,  is  permanent.  It  seems  to  me  producing  a  similar  result.  Hence  the  pos- 
probable  that  many  permanent  lesions  with-  ture  of  the  individual,  and  not  the  amount 
in  the  cranium  do  not  affect  the  functions  of  of  blood  abstracted,  is  the  more  eflBcient 
the  brain  by  pressure,  except  when  there  is  cause  of  the  syncope.  The  effects  of  the 
some  cause  in  operation  capable  of  inducing  erect  posture  on  the  heart  and  brain  I  have 
vascular  congestion,  or  when  the  lesion  is  of  just  described. 

a  mechanical   nature,   or   is  gradually  in-  In  extreme  states  of  debility,  from  what- 

creasing.  ever    cause    produced,    the    mere    midden 

If  the  force  of  the  contractions  of  the  assumption  of  the  erect  posture  is  often 
heart  be  diminished  in  these  morbid  states  adequate  to  induce  an  alarming,  and  some- 
of  the  encephalon,  there  is  usuaUy  a  corre-  times  fatal,  syncope.  In  this  posture  the 
sponding  relief  to  the  cerebral  symptoms ;  feeble  heart  is  unable  to  project  the  blood 
but  should  the  same  diminution  in  the  against  the  force  of  gravity  in  the  carotid  and 
force  of  the  circulation  be  produced  in  vertebral  arteries,  when  the  brain  is  suddenly 
healthy  states  of  the  brain,  the  functions  of  deprived  of  the  vascular  pressure  essential  to 
the  organ  are  suddenly  annihilated  from  in-  the  continuance  of  its  functions.  The  in- 
sufficient vascular  pressure  :  syncope  is  the  fluence  of  this  cause  of  death  was  not  unfre- 
result.  quently  seen  in  our  cholera  hospitals,  when 

Syncope  is  occasioned  by  insufficient  vas-  that  disease  prevailed  epidemically.    Patients 

cular  pressure  on  the  brain,  and  not  from  who  were  in  states  of  collapse,  but  still  in 

the  inadequate  quantity   of  blood  sui>p]ied  the  enjoyment  of  sensorial  functions  while 

to  the  brain  and  its  vessels,  as  is  commonly  reclining,  upon  assuming  the  erect  posture 

supposed.  died  almost  instantaneously. 

In  the  most  simple  form  of  syncope,  that  There   is   another  posture  of    the  body 

which  arises  from  a  strong  mural  emotion  in  which  will,  in  some  persons,  induce  syncope, 

a   previously   healthy   person,   we   see   the  and  where  the  cause  appears  to  be  the  sudden 

single  effect  of  want  of  due  vascular  pres-  diminution  of  the  momentum  of  the  blood  in 

sure  on  the   brain.       In   such   cases    the  the  arteries  of  the  head,  and,  consequently, 

quantity  and  quality  of  the  blood  in  the  per-  an  insufficient  vascular  pressure  on  the  brain, 

sou's  body  are  unaltered  previous  to   the  If  the   arms   be  held  extended  in  vertical 

syncope,  and  the  suspension  of  the  cerebral  lines    above    the    head,   this    posture   will 

functions  arises  solely  from  the  diminished  quickly  produce  faintness  in  some  persons, 

energy  of  the  heart.     The  blood  is  no  longer  Here  the  heart  has  suddenly  imposed  upon 

propelled  with  sufficient  force  from  the  left  it  the  additional  labour  of  overcoming  the 

ventricle  to  maintain  an  adequate  pressure  effects  of  gravity  on  the  blood  in  the  arteries 

on  the  cerebral  substance.     If  such  a  person  of  the  upper  extremities;   and  the  conse- 

happen   to  be  in   the    erect  posture,   the  quence  is  a  diminution  of  the  momentum  of 

syncope  is  more  rapid  and  complete ;  because  the  blood  in  the  arteries  of  the  head, 

the  enfeebled  muscular  tissue  of  the  heart  is  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  particularly  to 

unable  to  sustain  the  arterial  current  of  blood  describe  the  remarkable  disturbance  of  tha 

against  the  force  of  gravity,  and  to  preserve  functions  of  the  brain  which  takes  place  in 

the  proper  degree  of  pressure  on  the  brain,  general  aneemia.     Does  the  long  catalogue 

Let  such  a  fainting  person  be  placed  in  the  of  nervous  symptoms  arise  from  the  altered 

horizontal  posture,  and,  as  is  well  known,  qualities  of  the  blood  in  anemia;  or  from  an 

consciousness  quickly  returns.     But  why  ?  insufficient  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cerebral 

Because   the  enfeebled  heart   is    equal  to  substance ;  or,  lastly,  from  impaired  vascular 

maintain  the  arterial  current  of  blood  in  that  pressure   on   the   substance  of  the   brain  ? 

favourable  posture,  and  with  it  the  requisite  Without  underrating  the  injurious  effects  of 

amount  of  vascular  pressure  on  the  brain,  the  altered  qualities  of  the  blood,  in  general 

The  same  phenomena  occur  in  syncope  pro-  anemia,  on  the  brain  and  all  the  organs  of 

daeed  by  hemorrhage,  although  in  this  case  the  body,  still  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion 

it  is  not  so  easy  to  ^ow  that  the  suspension  that  some  of  the  most  remarkable  symptoms 
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•rise  rather  from  inBidfirient  vascular  pres-  Dr.  Abercrombie'*'  relates  the  followhi; 

rare  than  from  an  inaafficient  quantity  of  remarkable  iostance  of  the  effect*  of  posture 

Uood  in  the  substance  of  the  brain.  on  the  cerebral   functions.     A  gmtleman, 

Simple  auKmia  of  the  brain  certainly  does  aged  30,  came  to  Edinburgh  for  advice  in 

not  produce  that  train  of  symptoms  which  regard    to    an    obscure   affection,   referred 

ia  usnally  ascribed  to  a  want  of  due  supply  chiefly  to   the    stomach,    and    which    had 

of  blood  to  the  brain.     Probably  there  is  no  redu<^  him  to  a  state  of  extreme  weakness 

condition  of  the  brain,  not  even  that  induced  and  emaciation.     As  his  debility  had  ad- 

by  repeated  hemorrhage,  in  which  the  sub-  vanced  he  had  become  considerably  deaf, 

itanoe  of  the  organ  is  so  completely  annmic  and  this  affected  him  in  a  singular  manner. 

•I  in  genuine  hypertrophy  of  the  brain.     In  When  standing,  or  sitting  upright,  he  was 

thii  rare  cerebral  affiection  the  membranes  very  deaf;  but  when  he  lay  horizontally, 

and  rabatance  are  found  dry,  and  devoid  of  with  his  head  very  low,  he  heard  perfectly.  If, 

blood  or  serum ;  the  medullary  matter  is  as  when  standing,  he  stooped  forward,  so  as  to 

white  and  firm  as  blanc-mange  or  hard-boiled  produce  flushing  of  his  face,  his  hearing  was 

white  of  egg.     The  cranium  is  already  so  perfect ;  and  upon  raising  himself  again  he 

oompletely  filled    by  hypertrophy    of    the  continued  to  hear  distinctly  as  long  as  the 

oerraral  sobstanoe  that  the  blood  is  unable  to  flushing  continued:   as  this  went  off,  the 

make  ita  way  through  the  ves>;els ;  and  with  deafness  returned. 

•nthifbloodlessnessof  the  organ,  we  witness  In  the  foregoing  case   Dr.  Abcrcrombie 

none  of  the  nervous  symptoms  of  general  supposed  there  must  be  a  want  of  balance  in 

aniemia.  On  the  contrary,  the  symjitoms  are  the  circulati(m  within  the  brain,  a  diminished 

rather  those  commonly  ascribed  to  the  effects  quantity  of  blood  and  momentum  of  blood 

of  inordinate  supply  of  blood  to  the  brain,  in  the  cerebral  arteries,  with  a  corresponding 

In  these  cases  of  hypertrophy  of  the  brain  increase  of  the  blood  in  the  cerebral  veins. 

the  Ibrce  of  the  heart  is  unimpaired  ;  the  I  think  the  history  of  this  case  of  deafness, 

blood  is  iNTopelled  with  its  normal  force  into  as   recorded    by   Dr.   Abcrcrombie,   rather 

the  cerebral  arteries,  but  it  cannot  make  its  shows  that  the  varying  amount  of  vascular 

way  through  the  capillaries ;  and  thus  the  pressure  was  the  cause  both  of  the  suspension 

static  force  of  the  heart  is  expended  on  the  and  retttoration  of  the  cerebral  functions. 

sarroanding  cerebral  substance :  so  that,  in  Fur  a  number  of  curious  and  interesting 

ansnua  of  tibe  brain  from  this  cause,  there  cases  illustrating  the  state  of  the  nervous 

are  none  of  the  symptoms  present  which  centres  when  the  system  is  reduced  to  a  state 

accompanj aniemia  of  the  organ  produced  by  of  general  anaemia,  either  by  loss  of  blood  or 

hsmorrfaage,  in  which  condition  there  is  in-  other  debilitating  causes,  the  work  of  Dr. 

sufficient  power  of  the  heart  to  produce  the  Marshall  Hall  *'  On  the  Loss  of  Blood,  &c.*' 

emomnt  of  vascnlar  pressure  essential  to  the  may  be  consulted  with  advantage.     In  one 

ftinctions  of  the  brain.     Hencre  we  infer  th;it  and  all  of  these  cases  of  disturbed  functions 

the  simple  condition  of  anaemia  of  the  brain,  of  the  brain,  an  immediate,  but  temporary. 

Independent  of  diminished  vascular  pressure,  relief  to  the  symptoms  is  afforded  by  hori- 

is  insofficient  to  produce  the  peculiar  train  zontol  posture,  stimulants,  and  other  means 

of  symptoms  so  often  observed  in  general  which  favour  the  momentum  of  the  blood 

snemia.  moving  through  the  carotid  and  vertebral 

It  is  in  genera]  anaemia,  caused  by  profuse  arierics. 
kemorriiagey  that  we  witness  the  fearful  We  may  remark  similar  effects  from 
catalogoe  of  symptoms  indicating  disturbance  diminished  vascular  pressure  on  the  brain 
of  the  nerrona  centres  in  their  most  aggra-  in  the  application  of  that  powerful,  but 
fated  form.  In  such  a  condition  of  the  hazardous  contrivance,  the  horizontal  re- 
body,  we  remark  that  whatever  tends  tem-  volvingbcd.  Dr.  Darwin,  I  believe,  invented 
porarily  to  assist  the  heart,  or  stimulate  it  to  this  rotatory  machine  for  the  purpose  of 
propel  the  Uood  towards  the  brain,  alleviates  tranquillizing  the  nervous  system  and  pro- 
file nemms  symptoms;  on  the  contrary,  curing  sleepf.  It  was  subsequently  employed 
wfaaterer  places  the  heart  at  greater  disad-  to  calm  the  violence  of  the  furious  maniac. 
vantage  in  propelling  the  blood  to  the  brain,  its  mode  of  application  is  as  follows.  The 
aggravates  these  nervous  symptoms.  The  patient  is  laid  on  his  back,  with  his  head 
loss  of  consciousness  in  syncope,  the  convul-  close  to  a  column  or  pivot,  around  which 
rionsafterlisemorrhage,are  often  immediately  the  bed  is  made  to  revolve  in  a  horizontal 
IntDlnated  by  the  horizontal  posture  so  plane  with  considerable  velocity.  A  centri- 
flmrarable  to  the  momentum  of  the  blood  in  f^gal  force  is  thus  generated,  which,  from 
^  earotid  arteries.  The  senses  of  sight  and  the  position  of  the  patient,  determines  the 
fcwtin^  are  often  impaired  or  lost  during  blood  from  the  head  towards  the  lower 
alitea  of  general  ansmia,  but  posture  alone  _.  —  —  -  ■ 
win  aometimfs  restore  these  functions  of  the  *  Op.  cit. 
lityhi.  t  Zoonomin,  vo\ .  \\.  V-  <ft». 
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extremities.      This  centrifugal  force,   thus  ^^  THE                           , 

suddenly  created,  powerfiiUy  diminishes  the  CAUSES  OF  STRANGULATION  AND 

momentum  of  the  blood  moving  into  the  DEATH  IN  CASES  OF  HERNIA, 

cranium :  the  diminished  arterial  pressure  on 

the  cerebral  substance  soon  produces  a  sense  or  the 

of  exhaustion  or  complete  syncope.  SIGNS    OF    CONSTITUTIONAL   OR 

I  have  adduced  tiiis  as  another  illustration  HUMORAL  DISORDER  IN  SUCH 

of  the  pnnciple,  that  the  suspension  of  the  r^AciJQ 

functions  of  the  brain  is  produced  by  the  CAbtb. 

diminished  vascular  pressure  on  its  substance,  (Some  Siatistics:  the  TretUmeni  :  Dr. 

rather  than   by  an    inadequate  supply  of  0*Beim€*9  VietM,  Sfc.J 
blood  to  the  organ.     In  this  last  described 

experiment  it  is  clear  that  neither  the  quan.  By  T.  Wilkinson  Kino,  Eso. 

tity  nor  the  quality  of  the  blood  in  the  vas-  ^xr     j      «^j*i^      ^a    x 

cular  system  is  affLted  by  the  generation  of  (^^''  '*«  ^°«^^  ^'^'^^^  Oazeite.J 

this  new  power.    Neither  can  we  ascribe  the  

loss  of  cerebral  functions  to  an  alteration  in  j^  ^j^^  ^     .^  Hospital  Reports  for  the 

the  balance  of  the  circulation  withm  the  ,_„^  iqq«   i  ^^^i.ifeVi^^   b™«  .*.*:«*:^ 

cranium,  that  is.  to  an  alteration  in  the  rela-  Y^ar  1838  1  published  some  statistics 

tive  quantities  of  blood  in  the  arteries  and  ^^  show  that  most  hemiae  east  for 

veins?   ThU  centrifugal  force  must  have  an  y?»"   before  they  become  subject  to 

equal  effect  upon  the  blood  in  the  arteries  violent  stranffulation ;  that  the  mean 

and  veins  of  the  brain,  as  well  as  upon  the  duration  of  three-fourths  of  the  wcU- 

removable  serum.     I  think  we  can  only  recorded  cases   had  been  between  15 

ascribe  the  effects  to  diminished  vascuhir  and  25  years  before  danger  arose, 

pressure.  The  following  were  my  conclusions 

On  this  interesting  and  important  prin-  from  a  considerable  series  of  facts*, 
ciple  of  pressure,  I  have  endeavoured  to  "  First,  Most  hemice  being  of  old- 
point  out  that  such  a  force  is  constantly  in  standing  before  they  become  seriously 
operation  upon  the  cerebral  substance ;  that  strangulated,  this  result  is  not  attri- 
this  pressure  is  produced  by  vascular  dis-  butable  to  the  state  of  the  sac,  but  to 
tension ;  that,  in  health,  any  cause  which  is  ji^^t  of  the  bowel ;  in  which  defective 
capable  of  increasing  or  dnnimshmg  this  nourishment  and  power  of  vessels  leadi 
vascuhir  dist«is.on  has  the  effect  of  dis-  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  tumefaction;  and  aU 
tnrbing  the  functions  of  the  brain ;  that  .i  .  „««^„  „^t^\  „*«ki«  *^  *u\  j 
these  effecu  of  vascular  distension  would  be  ^'^  "^^"^^  attnbutable  to  the  age  and 
more  serious  and  frequent  if  parts  of  the  ^^^  organic  detenoration  belonging 
contents  of  the  cranium  were  not  readily  ^^//^  ji  mi.  j  i..  * 
removable  upon  increase  of  vascular  pres-  Secondly,  The  common  and  chief 
sure ;  that,  in  pre-existing  structural  diseases  danger  is  from  a  peculiar  and  unhealthy 
of  the  encephalon,  any  increase  of  vascular  kind  of  peritonitis  ;  the  consequence, 
distension  causes  much  more  serious  dis-  probably,  of  the  same  constitutional 
turbance  of  the  cerebral  functions,  and  the  decay  or  decline  of  organs  which  in* 
s3rmptoms  so  produced  are  analogous  to  duced  the  strangulation, 
those  of  mechanical  pressure  on  the  brain.  "  Thirdly,  The   above  facts  lead  to 

I  have  also  attempted  to  support  the  the  conclusion,  that  prompt  surgery,  to 

opinion    that    variations   of   this  vascukr  remove  the  cause  of  inflammation,  and 

pressure  are  the  causes  of  the  mtermitting  the  most  cautious  medicine  to  obviate, 

character  of  the  symptoms  in  cases  of  per-  and  not  excite,  inflammation,  and  to 

manent  dise^  withm  the  cranium.  ^dd  nothing  to  the  oppressed  condition 

Lastly,  I  have  endeavoured  to  exphunAe  ^f  ^y^^      ^^^          are   indications   even 

phenomena  of  syricope,  however  produced,  ^^^^     ^^    •       \^       j^      ^         y^,^     ^ 

on  the  pnnciple  of  dimmished  momentum  of  .   .*•      j    °i     »"  *i«o  ^^^^u  iinnciiw 

blood  in  the  irteries  of  the  head,  and  consc-  mamtamed,  at  least  among  authors  and 

quent  diminished  vascuhir  pressure  on  the  ^^^  generality  of  surgeons." 

cerebral  substance,  rather  than  on  the  prin-  .  ^   «^°\  "ow  enabled   to   extend   the 

ciple  that  the  brain  is  not  supplied  with  a  '^^ts  of   my  case,  and,  I   hope,  add 

sufficient  quantity  of  blood.  strength  to  an  argument  whicn,  if  it 

has  hitherto  found  no  favour,  has  met 

no  opponents,  and  which,  if  just,  it 

— —  important  enough  to  claim  attention, 

both  for  its  own  sake  and  for  the  reason 

*  See  Guy'i  Hospital  Reports,  No.  7,  p.  asa 
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eflects  moreorless  lieht  on  the  In  the  last  number  of  the  Guy's 

Sections  of  decUning  Jife.  Hospital  Reports*,  44  successive  cases 

Jc  it  would  be  a  consideration  are  detailed.    There  appear  to  have 

tino^KNtance,  if  it  were  only  been — 

\Bt    the  ordinary   duration    of  7  cases,  more  or  less  recent ; 

before  stran^ilation  is  15  or  16  1      *»    had  existed  for  eome  time*, 

;  especially  if  we  take  into  the  28      „               „         stated  numbers 

the  fact  that  the  age  for  stran-  of  y^a"- 

hernia  is  most  commonly  after  The  mean  duration  of  aU  these  is  1 3  yrs. 

I  or  40th  vear  of  life  cases  had  existed  fur  some  years ;  and 

grand  feet  of  my  c^e  is,  that  ^      ,    "  ,         "          several  or  a  num. 

lalf  of  the  cases  of  hernia  that  ^^  ^^  °^  y**""       , 

with  requiring  immediate  aid  ^^  the  same  cases  there  were— 

proved  to  have  pre-existed  for  Submitted  to  operation  ....     18 

1  of  15  or  25  years,  or  even  40  Successfully  (one,  Kt.  9)     .     .     .      9 

Unsuccessfully   (the  gut  rent  ia 

is  as  undeniable  as  it  is  im-  one,  set.  21) 9 

;  and  it  seems  to  me  as  striking  The  mean  as^  in  the  8  cases  of  shc- 

OBSS  of  surgical  writers  seem  to  cessful  operations  was    .    43    years 

MNight  it  insignificant.     But  it        Unsuccessful 59^ 

I  enmulative  argument  that  I  22  reductions  by  taxis,  &c     4^ 

the  greatest  import.  Three  other  cases  were  in  the  hist  stage, 

mlar    exertion  and  local   con-  "^reduced  and  fatal ;    one  was  a  reduction 

on  are  the  causes  of  hernia :  but  ^^  ^y  conUnucd  inflammation. 

ftl  or  serious  strangulation,  at  In  the  years  prior  to  that  in  which 

ur  times  out  of  five,  is  produced  the  Inst  cases  occurred,  (here  were  ad- 

irears  later,  when  a  totally  dif-  milted  into  Guy's  55  cases  of  urgent 

state  of  parts  and  constitution  hernis  in  two  years,  or  1 12  weeks  :  17 

icome  developed.      The    acute  between  November  nnd  May,  and  5 

ilation  of  young  persons,  and  its  between  June  and  October.     And  by 

train  of  comparatively  healthy  setting  the  dates  of  these  cases  besidie 

ma,  may  find  its  analogy  on  rare  those  of  tlte  cases  lately  published  in 

ns  at  any  period  of  life.     It  is  our  Reports,  I  find  that  of  100  cases 

teriied  by  narrow  stricture  and  twice  as  many  instances  of  strangula- 

reparative  actions,  and  may  be  tion  are  admitted  between  November 

01  all  the  morbid  traits  of  old-  and  April  as  between  May  and  October ; 

ig    hernia   when    strangulated,  and  that  half  of  the  whole  number  are 

S  more  like  what  is  called  in-  admitted  between  December  and  March 

ited  hernia,  but  devoid  of  healthy  inclusive.    The  increased  numbers  of 

and  fraught  with  signs  of  non-  winter  I  refer,  as  disorganizing  pneu- 

ave  inflammations, — diffused  ac-  monia,  to  humoral  circumstances  in- 

inorganized  and  pernicious  efTu-  fiuenced  by  the  season. 

M.    MaWgne's    statistics    may   be 

symptoms,  the  course,  and  the  made  to  throw  some  light  on  these 

ortem  appearances  of  the  latter  views,  but,  for  the  most  part,   only 

re  specinc.  indirectly.    We  find  that  of  an  im- 

w  numerical  facts  will,  I  think,  mense  number  of  recorded  cases  in 

his  view  in  a  somewhat  stronger  Paris,  between  the  end  of  1835  and 

lian  my  former  tables.  that  of  1837— 

osearred  4  times  as  often  in  males  as  females 
I,  often  in  the  first  year  of  lifef 

,,  rarely  after  this,  and  more  and  more  so  till  the  9th  year. 

increase  after  the  9th  year 

still  more  between  13  and  20     (in  males  only — exertion) 
„  20  andi28    Hn  both  sexes— pregnancy. 

^  Males  increased  by  ^, 

Females        „  j) 

„  28  and  29     (and  most  in  females) 

statioDary       from      30  to  35  >=  27 &  per  annum  i       .       i     >.    i  /•      i 
increase  ^      fhim*     35  to  40-52  ,,  (      *  "*^^  ^  ^  ^""^^ 

40  to  50  =  96  ,,  3  males  to  I  f«ccv«\« 


•  »  II  ^v      ».V      "W ^v  f, 


«  Na  1  of  the  yew  Series,  April  1843. 

t  Chieffy  amhilicBl  ami  inKiuntil,  douhMeM;  wA  from  coi\toTU\tkl\otv. 
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Here  we  have  a  mixtore  of  all  kinds  like  ages  in  Great  citieB.  Yet  all  thew 
of  cases — simple  hernia,  with  instances  constitutional  dispositioiis,  as  they  are 
of  transitory  and  severer  strangulation  called,  are  founa  on  inspecting  the 
— but  we  may  perceive  that  the  simple  dead  to  be  connected  with  very  tan- 
cases  decline  in  annual  numbers  aRcr  gible  and  permanent  alterations  of  the 
the  90th  year,  and  that  the  largest  great  viscera.  These  actual  disorgani- 
amount  of  cases  occur  to  the  surgeon  zations  are  not  incompatible  with 
on  all  accounts  (of  strangulation,  &c.)  seeming  health,  but  are  highly  ob- 
between  the  40th  and  50th  years  of  life,  noxious  when  reparation  is  in  progress. 
From  calculations  of  cases  at  Guy's  If  one  organ  is  found  affected  al^r 
Hospital,  after  the  publication  of  my  death,  the  change  is  proportionately 
former  paper,  I  find  the  mean  nges  of  more  considerable :  if  several  are  in- 
26  cases  fatal  on  various  accounts  to  be  volved,  they  are  mostly  less  affected. 
56^  vears,  and  that  of  26  serious  cases  It  is  to  be  remembered,  however — 
which  recovered  to  be  444.  though,  as  afler  all  fatal  operations. 

From  my  printed  table  1  find  that  the  the  changes  are  less  severe  and  ad- 
mean  ages  of  the  47  patients  success-  vanced  than  when  the  visceral  affection 
fully  onerated  on  was  42^,  or  42  years  alone  seems  fatal— yet  they  are  so 
6  weexs ;  and  that  the  mean  age  of  manifest  that  the  wonder  is  that  they 
those  33  who  were  fatally  operated  on,  were  not  alone  destructive,  and  tkmi 
was  45^,  or  45  yeans  6  months.  These  much  sooner :  at  least  this  has  been 
last  sets  were  chiefly  recorded  bv  my  own  reflection  on  many  occasions." 
authors  as  serious  cases;  yet  I  think  Before  the  fatal  period,  hemis  de- 
the  difference  of  age  ^ints  to  the  scend  almost  with  impunity,  but  at 
same  fact  as  an  analysis  of  70  other  length,  as  in  the  great  injuries,  or  rather 
fatal  cases  now  before  me,  in  which  dc-  as  in  cases  of  slight  injury  which  have 
fective  reoaration,  unorganisable  effu-  become  dangerous,  the  reparative  re- 
sions,  and  deteriorated  solid  viscera,  sources  being  unequal  to  the  task, 
seem  to  be  essential  constitutional  con-  all  the  events  till  death  sufficiently  in- 
eomitants  of  old  hernia  becoming  dicatc  the  speciflc  state, 
seriously  strangulated.  It  may  be  in  a  manner  a  test  of  a 

Dr.  Norman  Chevers  has  lately  re-  surg^eon's  principles  for  him  to  ask  him- 
corded  in  the  Guy's  Hospital  Reports  self  this  question.  Is  there  anv  fear 
the  circumstances  of  a  large  number  of  of  diffused  inflammation  from  a  circum- 
unsuccessful  or  fatal  cases  of  accident  scribed  injury  to  the  peritoneum  in  a 
and  operation.  With  disordered  viscera,  healthy  person  ?  My  answer  is,  there 
imperfectsecretionanddepunitiveelimi-  is  no  fear  whatever;  but  I  do  not  say, 
nation  are  palpable  inductions  in  these  if  the  patient  have  been  unduly  ex- 
cases,*  and  too  forcible  and  important  posed  before,  or  during  the  treatment, 
as  arguments  (fhunioral  deterioration  to  or  if  subjected  to  violent  medicines, 
be  omitted  or  even  ranked  low  as  the  that  he  is  a  healthy  pereon,  and  doubt- 
causes  of  mischief,  whether  aflecting  less  there  are  other  similar  considera- 
casesof  accidental  injury,  operation,  or  tions.  M^hat  some  persons  intend 
parturition,  or  such  even  as  those  of  when  they  declare  that  certain  tissues 
catarrh,  pneumonia,  or  htcmorrhage,  or  are  prone  of  themselves  to  spreading 
epischeses.  inflammation,  is  still  a  prob&m.    At 

In  my  former  paper  I  thus  expressed  one  time  the  assertion  is  true  of  all 

myself  on  this  subject :— "  The  prone-  tissues ;  at  another  it  is  not  true  of  any. 

ness  to  erysipelas  or  visceral  inflam-  Of  course  disease  is  more  serious  in 

mationsy  under  most  operations,  marks  certain  tissues,  and  also  less  happily 

them  (hemis),  as  well  as  many  more  repaired, 

who  are  the  subject  of  operations  at  the  The  opinion  for  which  I  contend  ia- 

«  These  principle,  have  been  Ion?  taught  at  ^<^^^f  ^^  ,^^»^  ^P^^^f  ^f  ""i^^' 

Oay*s,  and  the  fmtu  on  whkh  they  are  based  ment,  as  1  have  formerly  indicated.  In 

ran  through  a  series  of  ao  or  40  large  voltiines  of  the   anticipation   of    fatal    peritonitis. 

SSS7r,SS!."S?'Sn.^i^  %^Ji  mild  8pee^,  and  efficient  reSedie,  are' 

these  votumes  are,  perhaps,  the  most  valaable  the  objects  to  be  held  in  view.     Every 

<no  sligtt  praise)  of  all  the  laboars  of  Hodgkin :  kindof  a^CTavation  fromdelav  vin1pn<v 

and  1  may  claim  an  equal  quantity  as  ray  own  *»"^"*  aggravauon  iromaeiay, violence, 

work.    A  tabular  analysis  of  the  whole  for  more  exposure  to  cold,  or  severe  remedies,  la 

than  twenty  yews,  kept  np  since  I  was  a  pnpil,  to  be  regarded  as  highly  danirerous.    I 

renders  the  euminatkm  of  the  whole  avaitoble  !,.,«<»  rr»rmA«>1«r   ooi^i    .<>»,. ,^w  ^.   *i»:„' 

afanost  at  a  glance.    Dr.  C,»s  exposition  is  prin-  *^*^^^  formerlv   Said  as  much  on  this 

cipally  baaed  on  my  own  autopsy-histories.  part  of  my  subject  as  may  be  desirable. 
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ilntil  the  main  principle  18  admitted  to  connection  with  this,  the  Dr.  asserts 

be  a  sound  and  essential  one.     I  shall  that  it  is  not  commonly  the  cnRc,  in 

oonclode,  therefore,  with  some  remarks  strangulated  hernia^  that  the  intestinal 

on  a  recent  theory  of  stranfi:ulation.  tube  is  rendered  impervious  by  the 

Dr.  0'Beime*,of  the  Richmond  Hos-  compression  about  the  neck  of  the  Rac, 
pital  Dublin,  some  time  since  rccom-  and  he  has  concluded  ''  that  no  pro- 
mended  the  use  of  the  rectum  tube  to  petition  in  nature  can  be  clearer  than 
fiicilitate  the  reduction  of  the  '*  iutes-  this :  namely^  that  as  ttrannulation  is 
tinal  hernia,"  by  giving  exit  to  the  produced  by  a  distending  force  acting 
retained  gases ;  a  simple  practice,  from  within  outwards,  and  separating 
which  if  we  were  to  judge  from  the  ex-  the  parietes  of  the  constricted  gut,  and 
perience  recorded,  cannot  fail  to  be  maintaining  them  at  a  greater  or  less 
occasionally  very  useful.  This  dis-  distance  from  each  other,  there  must  he 
tinguished  surgeon's  views,  however,  a  communication."  Now  I  suppose  it 
seem  to  me  almost  to  demand  some  admitted  on  all  sides,  1st,  that  pres- 
comments ;  which  I  have  set  down  just  sure  from  within  the  abdomen  first  pro- 
in  the  current  in  which  they  occurred  trades  about  as  much  bowel  as  the  ring 
to  me.  If  any  should  concur  with  me  will  easily  contain  ;  tidly,  that  whnt- 
in  recommending  a  trial  of  the  practice  ever  may  constitute  the' protrusion,  it 
named,  they  wiU  probfibly  see  no  great  will  generally  happen  that  with  the  in- 
objection  to  the  following  brief  inquiry  crease  of  the  protrusion  there  will  be 
remtiye  to  its  application,  the  cases  a  certain  increase  of  calibre  or  mass  in 
concerned  being  of  so  frequent  oc-  that  part  actually  included  in  the  plane 
currence  and  great  importance,  and  the  of  the  constricting  nng ;  and  3dly,  that 
causes  df  8tranc:ulation  being  still  with  the  very  commencement  of  stran- 
Bubjects  of  useful  and  interesting  re-  gulation  there  begins  also  injection  and 
search.  swelling,  or  even  additional  fleshiness. 

In  Dr.  O'Beime's  account  of  the  of  all  tne  intestinal  tunics  included  in 

caoses  and  treatment  of  strangulation  the  sac.    I  do  not  think  thiit  these  facts 

in  hernia,  he  attributes  the  strangula-  warrant  the  assumption  of  a  persistent 

tion  to  ihe  easy  access  of  flatus  into  **  channel  of  communication"  between 

the  incarceratea  portion  of  bowel,  and  the  bowel  in  the  sac  and  that  in  the 

he  recommends  the  use  of  the  rectum  abdomen,  which  communication   Dr. 

tabe  for  the  relief  of  this  air-distended  0*Beirne  admits  must  be  extremely  nar- 

portion.  row.  I  would  suggest  that  the  ffisfeii(/tfi^ 

It  will,  I  think,  be  in  conformity  force  acting  from  within  outwanls  may 

with    the   opinion    of   most    surgical  at  times  nnd  a  substitute  in  the  in- 

pathologists,  to  regard  the  neck  of  the  creasing  turgesccnce  of  the  strangling 

eac  in  hernia  as  quite  passive  in  the  gut*,  and  it  cannot  but  be  remarked 

production  of  strangulation,  so  that  we  that  a    communication    between    the 

are  all  prepared  to  Took  for  some  other  general  bowels  and  the  stran^lated 

cause  of  this  serious  state.    Whatcom-  portion  which  may  transmit  air,  and 

monlv  produces  stranc;ulation  ?     Dr.  which  accordincto  the  Dr.'s  experience 

O'Beume  says  flatus  does  it ;  but  of  does  admit  of  the  passage  of  air  from 

coone  this  will  not  apply  to  the  simple  the  strangulated  bowel,  with  the  use  of 

omental  hernia ;  nor  will  it,  I  suppose,  the  rectum  tube,  certainly  ouch t  to 

pjTplRJfi  the  process  when  only  a  seg-  allow  of  the  free  escape  of  air  and  fluids 

ment  of  the  intestinal  cylinder  is  in-  by  the  application  of  ordinary  taxes, 

Tolved.  and  still  more  certainly  when  exposed 

It  is  an  ingenious  experiment   to  by  operation.     In  thus  adverting  to 

make  a  perforated  card  represent  the  M'hat  I  deem  erroneous,  1  would  mlow 

aperture  of  hernia,  and  then,  having  that  the  useoftho  rectum  tube  in  hernia, 

pained  a  knuckle  of  intestine  through  -  ^„^            .     _,  , ,,   ,„..  . 

PJ^hew  the  effect  of  rather  forcibly  « '.^i^vrrLlT.?.:.  IJfii^'SlSf  .'«Kt 

inflating  this  portion  of  bowel ;  but  in  of  ncceuity  (UMteniUsl,  and  lie  Keemsto  iufer  with 

_^ — air.    In  anHwer  to  thii  1  wuuld  tmr,  that  the 

*  ArtieleSCk. — la  the  Dahlfn  Journal  of  Me-  f(^ixlinf?  lounfl  of  air,  on  reiluction,  m  often  aU- 

tfcal  sad  Chemical  Sdhence,  for  September  18S8.  sent,  and  that  in  operatiunji  it  it  commonly  evi- 

"^Oadw  primary  canica  of  itranKulation,  and  on  dent  that  the  inflation  is  not  more  remarkable 


of  performiofc  the  Taxia  in  than  the  fluid  secrrtiona  in  the  bowel,  and  lastly, 

ana  «if  iMtwrtnal  Hoiua.    By  James  ( VBeime,  that  the  extreme  thickeninir  of  ita  membranes  u 

MtDk  €■•  ct  the  Sarnons  to  the  Richmond  Sor-  by  far  the  most  notable  inherent  source  of  dUa- 

gM  BwiTllsl.  9k.  DobUD.'*  culty  in  the  reluin. 
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in  the  manner  advised  and  illustrated  well  the  effect  of  the  tube  with  re^prd 

by  examples,  may  be  still  a  valuable  to  the  quantity  of  pw  to  which  it  pvei 

adjunct  to  surger}'.  exit;  for  I  deem  it  important  to  observe 

A  few  remarks  on  the  deductions  to  thai  after  death  by  strangulation  of  the 

be  made   from  the  cases    related   in  small  intestine,  the  whole  colon  is  for 

corroboration  of  the  Dr.'s  views,  will  the  most  part  remarkably  empty ;  as  1 

serve  to  introduce  a  somewhat  different  have  very  often  demonstratedf  on  in- 

explanation  of  the  result.  I  do  nulknow  spection  during  the  last  few  years. 

if  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  hitherto  we  ^^  ^^f^  ^^^^ 

have  no  account  of  the  different  cases  in 

which  the  rectum  tube  is  not  calculated  PHAmrAi  rrmarks 

to  be  successful.     I  suppose,  however,  ^^*'^'  PRACTICAL  remarks 

there  are  some  ;  a^,  i>arlicularly,  very  ow  t"* 

small   hernia,  and  acute  cases  in  the  EMPLOYMENT     OF     ARSENIC    IN 

young.     Again,  it  may  be  (piite  just  to  jhE    TREATMENT    OF    THE 

conclude  that  the  taxis,  successful  with  DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN. 

the  use  of  the   tube,  ini^iit  in  a  few 

cases  have  been  ultimately   effectual  By  John  E.  Erichsbk. 

alone.     Manv  of  the  case  recorded  to 

the  advantage  of  the  tube,   were    for  H^r  the  London  Medical  Gazeiit.J 

hernia  in  veiy  Ji>»ed  patients ;    a  cir-  

cunibtance  involving   general  tyinpa-  Among  the  miiny  remedies  that  have 
nitis  almost    niHTssarily,    considering  been  had  recourse  to  in  Che  treatment 
the  nature  of  the  ease.     Indeed,  the  of  the  diseases  of  the  skin,  there  are 
tympanitis     would    appear    in    some  none  about  the  propriety  of  employing 
nieasun'  essential  to  the  esti'iblishment  which  more    discrepancy   of   opinion 
of  Dr.  0*Heirne*s  main  position.    With  has  been  excited  than  about  arsenic, 
regani    to    the  use    ot    the    tube    in  By  some,  this  metal  has  been  extolled 
young  hernia  patients,  I  am  tempted  as  being,  in  one  or  other  of  the  various 
to  infer  that  the  n>6ult  must  often  dis-  forms  in  which  it  is  administered,  an 
ap\H)int  us,  and  1  have  to  add,  by  way  of  ai^ent   of  the   greatest  value  in   con- 
i  auiion.  that  1  have  known  the  tube  ere-  trolling  the  affections  in  question  ;  and 
seinbling  that  of  the  eoininon  stomaeh-  bv  tliese  it  is  resorted  to,  much  too  in- 
pump^,  IH'nrirate  the  reetum  and  peri-  di>enininately,   in    the    treatment    of 
toneuni,  luul  in  very  careful  lunula  too.  every  obstinate   cutaneous   complaint, 
A  trial  i»f  the  rectum  tube  in  sirangu-  \\  itli'oui  reference  to  the  nature,  causes, 
laletl  hernia  has  the  advantages  of  re-  and   actual  condition    of   the   disrase 
quiring  no  delay,  not  interfering  with  it>eU.  or  to  the  habit  of  body  and  con- 
other  remedies,  and  above  all  it  is  eoin-  stitr.lion  of  the  individual  in  whom  it 
mrati\  ely  safe  ;  for  with  i^n^per  know-  occurs.     By  others,  again,  the  arsenical 
ledci*  and  care  the  thick  \»ull>ous  tube  preparations  are  looked  upon  as  being 
of  Ur.  O'lVirne  cannot,   1   think,  go  frequently  useless  and  dangerous,  or,  at 
>*'i^*"^.  bes!.  as  remedies  of  uncertain  power, 
It  IS  scarcely  necessary  to  contend  ysh'wh  are  only  to  be  had  recourse  to 
for  a  dilVerent  explanation  of  the  use  of  when  every  other  <ivailable  means  of 
this  instrument:  thecaM"in;irratedseem  cheeking  the  dise:ise  for  which  it  may 
10  pn»ve  that  it  has  l»een  Sirxieeable.  be  thoucht  advisable  to  prescribe  them 
as  far.  Mirely.  as  such  a  number  well  ha>  l*.iiU\l.     This  dilference  of  opinion 
can.     Mv  own  expUnation  would  l>e  a  j  j-.ts  :o  ir.e  to  have  arisen  from  the 
brielly  this:  ilut  the  Midden  dimiuu-  l\.  t.  ir.at  si.tlWicni  care  has  not  been 
Xion  of  abdominal  di<teu>io:i  by  c  vacua-  i,  k.  :i  bv  w  ri:ers  on  the  diseases  of  the 
tion   ivr  anuin   ^as   by  moiiih'.  must  >ki:i  to  j  li:.:  or.:,  not  only  the  particu- 
facilitate  the  t.ixis.  and  if  wc  fup|x>ie  bir  i:ist;\<e  in  which  these  remedies  are 
the  evacuation  of  tlaius  to  be  jreat,  a.l:r.i-Nil»!e.   I  ut.  more  especially,  the 
ami  the  retiuclion    attempted    simul-  jv.riier.lir  ^t.ige  of  the  complaint  in 
laneously.  the  bcr.ificial  tendency  is  which  alor.e  iluir  administration  mny 
almv>«i  certain.    Of  ct^urse  there  will  Iv  txpeeird  to  W  jirsiuetive  of  some 
often  Ih*  a  difficulty  iti  determining  iho  s;:l';::i'y  etllei.  as  well  a*  the  kind  of 
precise  sharv  of  in:Wnce  ailnbaCAble  c.'j-stiriiiivM;  and  temperament  bv  which 
to  nrmcxhcs  when  c\^mbinc\i.  snd  there  e*'.\  :l-.ev  can  to  Invne.     For' i I  does 
mu<?  W  ?^^me  ditRc-.-.Vy  in  as^-yrainin*:  ro-  re  i^.-r^-  r,  verv  extended  olaerration 
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of  cutaneoQt  aflfections  to  become  aware  has  been  allowed  to  be  capable  of  curine 

of  the  fiict  that  an  arsenical  prepara^  local  diseases  but  at  tne  expense  of 

tion  may  be  useless,  if  not  highly  in-  more  or  less  permanent  derangement 

jurious,  m  an  early  stage  of  a  disease,  of  the  digestive  and  nervous  functions, 

whereas,  at  a  later  period,  it  m:iy  be  ex-  It  is  to  Adair  and  Girdlestone  that 

ceedingly  beneficial ;    and  that  even  we  owe,  at  about  the  commencement  of 

then  it  cannot  be  administered  with  the  present  century,  the  introduction 

safety  in  some  constitutions,  or  to  indi-  of  the  preparations  of  arsenic  in  the 

Tiduals    of    particular    temperament,  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  skin, 

And  in  this,  I  say  it  with  deference,  and  from  the  extraordinary  effects  that 

lies  the  ^at  defect  of  many  of  the  they  were  shown  to  jk>sscs8  in  removing 

therapeutic     measures    inculcated    in  and  controlling  affections  of  this  kind, 

different  treatises  on  the  diseases  of  the  even  though  of  many  years'  standing, 

skin ;  that  remedies  of  the  utmost  power  they  soon  came  into  general  repute, 

are  abundantly  enumerated,  but  as  no  being  resorted  to,  almost  as  specifics,  in 

directions  are  usually  given  as  to  the  those  cases  ofcutaneous  disease  that  had 

precise  stage  of  the  disorder  in  which  resisted  other  means  of  treatment,  and 

they  shoula  be  administered,  or  notice  even  in  such  as  would  readily  have 

taken  of  the  circumstances  that  indicate  yielded  to  less  active  measures. 

or  contraindicate  their  employment,  the  The  preparations  of  arsenic  that  are 

reader  is  apt  to  imagine  that  the  author  most  commonly  had  recourse  to  in  the 

bases  h^s  mode  of  treatment  rather  upon  treatment  of  cutaneous  complaints  are, 

the  particular  name  that  the  complaint  the  solution  of  the  arsenite  of  potassa 

may  chance  to  bear,  than  u^>on  any  (Fowler's  solution),  the  solution  of  the 

circumstances  connected  with  its  stage  iodide  of  arsenic  and  mercury  (Dono- 

orcause,or  with  the  habit  of  body  of  the  van's  solution),   the  iodide  of  arsenic 

patient ;  and  thus  he  is  led  to  think  and  arscnious  acid  in  the  form  of  pill. 

that  if  he  can  once  make  out  the  diag-  Besides  these,  the  solution  of  the  arse- 

nosis,  and  learn  the  name  of  any  cuta-  niate  of  soda  (Pearson's  solution)  has 

neous  affection  that  may  fall  under  his  been  recommended  by  some,  and  that 

oboervation,  the  proper  treatment   of  of  the  arseniate  of  ammonia  by  others, 

the  disease  follows  as  a  matter  of  course,  chiefly  by  Biett ;  but  as  these  two  last 

without  reference   to    any  modifying  arc  not  much  employed,  and  as  their 

circumstances.    It  is  on  account  of  the  qualities  and  mode  of  action  seem  in  no 

disappointment  that  is  apt  to  be  con-  way  to  differ  from  those  of  the  arsenite 

sequent  upon  such  a  mode  of  procedure  of  potassa,  I  shall  omit  all  considera- 

that  many  remedies,  which  have  been  tion  of  them. 

deservedly  recommended  to  the  pro-  The  opinions  of  authors  vary  some- 

fession  as  of  the  utmost  power,  have  what  as  to  the  dose  in  which  we  should 

had  their  justly  earned  character  depre-  commence  the   administration  of  the 

elated,  either  by  being  administered  solution  of  the  arsenite  of  potassa,  and 

without  sufficient  discrimination  during  as  to  the  extent  to  which  we  ought  to 

improper  stages  of  the  disease,  or  to  carry  it.    Girdlestone  recommends  us 

incuviduals  who  were,from  constitution,  to  begin  with  the  smallest  doses,  and 

ill  able  to  bear  them.     It  is  my  intcn-  never  to  increase  the  quantity  taken 

tion,  then,  in  the  remarks  that  I  am  beyond  five  or  six  drops  three  times 

about  to  make,  to    direct    particular  a  day,  and  only  to  persevere  in  such 

attention  to  the  several  circumstances,  quantities  as  can    be    taken  without 

whether  in  the  constitution  or  habit  of  inconvenience  to  the  patient.     In  chil- 

body  of  the  individual,  or  in  the  nature  dren,  he    says,  the  dose  should  not 

or  stage   of   the   particular   afTection  exceed   two  or  three  drops  once    or 

under  which  he  may  be  labouring,  or  twice  a  day.    The  largest  quantity  he 

io  its  complication  with  other  diseases,  ever  gave  was  twelve  drops  three  times 

that  may  indicate,  or  contra-indicate,  a, day;  but  he  soon  found  that  half  this 

the  employment  of  the  preparations  of  quantity  would  suffice   equally   well. 

arsenic.    For  it  is  from  a  want  of  due  Batcman  and  Thomson  advise  us  to 

consideration  to   these   circumstances  begin  with  doses  of  four  or  five  drops, 

tbat  ihis  most  powerful  and  valuable  which  may  be  slowly  increased  up  to 

class  of  remedies  has  been  frequently  eight,  twice  a  day.    Biett,  who  advo- 

Accused  of  having  received  a  reputation  catcs  the  employment  of  arsenic  more 

beyond  its  deserts,  or  that,  at  best,  it  generally  l\\ai\auv  o\\\^t^t\V^x,^\\^^i\A 
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in  the  manner  advised  and  illustrated  well  the  efl^ct  of  the  tube  with  re^[ard 

by  examples,  may  be  still  a  valuable  to  the  quantity  of  ^  to  which  it  gives 

aajjunct  to  surgery.  exit;  for  I  deem  it  important  to  obiierve 

A  few  remarks  on  the  deductions  to  that  after  death  by  strangulation  of  the 

be  made  from  the  cases   related   in  small  intestine,  the  whole  colon  is  for 

corroboration  of  the  Dr.'s  views,  will  the  most  part  remarkably  empty  ;  as  i 

serve  to  introduce  a  somewhat  different  have  very   often  demonstrated  on  in- 

explanation  of  the  result.  I  do  notknow  spection  during  the  last  few  years, 

if  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  hitherto  we  ^^  Bedford  Square. 

have  no  account  of  the  different  cases  in    . 

which  the  rectum  tube  is  not  calculated  or^^w  »»  az-^^^^at  ov«#Ai>va 

to  be  successful.    I  suppose,  however,  ^**^  PRACTICAL  remarks 

there  are  some  ;  as,  particularly,  very  on  ""•«■ 

small  hernia,  and  acute  cases  in  the  EMPLOYMENT     OF     ARSENIC    IN 

young.     Again,  it  may  be  quite  just  to  rpHE    TREATMENT    OF    THE 

conclude  that  the  taxis,  successful  with  DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN. 

the  use  of  the  tube,  might  m  a  few 

cases  have  been  ultimately  effectual  By  John  E.  Ebichsbk. 

alone.     Many  of  the  case  recorded  to 

the  advantage  of  the  tube,  were    for  CFor  the  London  Medical  GazetU.J 

hernia  in  very  a^ed  patients ;    a  cir-  

cumstance  involvmg  general  tympa-  Among  the  many  remedies  that  have 
nitis  almost  necessarily,  considenng  been  had  recourse  to  in  the  treatment 
the  nature  of  the  case.  Indeed,  the  of  the  diseases  of  the  skin,  there  are 
tympanitis  would  appear  in  some  none  about  the  propriety  of  employing 
measure  essential  to  the  establishment  which  more  discrepancy  of  opinion 
of  Dr.  0*Beirne's  main  position.  With  has  been  excited  than  about  arsenic, 
regard  to  the  use  of  the  tube  in  By  some,  this  metal  has  been  extolled 
young  hernia  patients,  I  am  tempted  as  being,  in  one  or  other  of  the  various 
to  infer  that  the  result  must  often  dis-  forms  in  which  it  is  administered,  an 
appoint  us,  and  I  have  to  add,  by  way  of  agent  of  the  greatest  value  in  con- 
caution,  that  1  have  known  the  tube  (re-  trolling  the  affections  in  question  ;  and 
sembling  that  of  the  common  stomach-  bv  these  it  is  resorted  to,  much  too  in- 
pump),  penetrate  the  rectum  and  peri-  discriminately,  in  the  treatment  of 
toneuro,  and  in  very  careful  hands  too.  every  obstinate  cutaneous  complaint, 

A  trial  of  the  rectum  tube  in  strangu-  without  reference  to  the  nature,  caases, 
lated  hernia  has  the  advantages  of  re-  and  actual  condition  of  the  disease 
quiring  no  delay,  not  interfering  with  itself,  or  to  the  habit  of  body  and  con- 
other  remedies,  and  above  all  it  is  com-  stitution  of  the  individual  in  whom  it 
paratively  safe ;  for  with  proper  know-  occurs.  By  others,  again,  the  arsenical 
ledge  and  care  the  thick  bulbous  tube  preparations  are  looked  upon  as  being 
of  Dr.  0*Beirne  cannot,  I  think,  go  frequently  useless  and  dangerous,  or,  at 
wrong.  best,  as  remedies  of  uncertain  power, 

It  IS  scarcely  necessary  to  contend  which  are  only  to  be  had  recourse  to 

for  a  different  explanation  of  the  use  of  when  every  other  available  means  of 

this  instrument;  the  cases  narrated  seem  checking  tne  disease  for  which  it  may 

to  prove  that  it  has  been  serviceable,  be  thought  advisable  to  prescribe  them 

as  far,  surely,  as  such  a  number  well  has  failed.     This  difference  of  opinion 

can.    Mv  own  explanation  would  be  appears  to  me  to  have  arisen  from  the 

briefly  this :  that  the  sudden  diminu-  fact,  that  sufBcient  care  has  not  been 

tion  of  abdominal  distension  by  evacua-  t<iken  by  writers  on  the  diseases  of  the 

tion  per  anum  (as  by  mouth),  must  skin  to  point  out,  not  only  the  particu- 

fecilitate  the  taxis,  and  if  we  suppose  lar  disease  in  which  these  remedies  are 

the  evacuation  of  flatus  to  be  great,  admissible,   but,  more  especially,  the 

and  the  reduction    attempted   simul-  particuhir  stage  of  the  complaint  in 

taneously,  the  beneflcial  tendency  is  which  alone  tneir  administration  may 

almost  certain.    Of  course  there  will  be  expected  to  be  productive  of  some 

often  be  a  diflUculty  in  determining  the  8alutai7  effect,  as  well  as  the  kind  of 

precise  share  of  influence  jBtthboCable  constitution  and  temperament  by  which 

to  remedies  when  qoitibined,  and  there  only  thejr  can  be  borne.    For  it  does 

must  be  some  difficulty  in  ascertaining  not  require  a  very  extended  observation 
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of  cutaneous  aflfectioiw  to  become  aware  has  been  allowed  to  be  capable  of  curine 

of  the  fact  that  an  arsenical  prepara-  local  diseases  but  at  tne  expense  oT 

tion'  maj  be  useless,  if  not  highly  in-  more  or  less  permanent  derangement 

jurious,  m  an  early  stage  of  a  disease,  of  the  digestive  and  nervous  functions, 
whereas,  at  a  later  period,  it  may  be  ex-        It  is  to  Adair  and  Girdlestonc  that 

ceedingiy  beneficial ;    and  that  even  we  owe,  at  about  the  commencement  of 

then  it  cannot  be  administered  with  the  present  century,  ilie  introduction 

safety  in  some  constitutions,  or  to  indi-  of  the  prepamtions  of  arsenic  in  the 

Ttduais    of    particular    temperament,  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  skin, 

And  in  this,  I  say  it  M^dth  deference,  and  from  the  extraordinary  effects  that 

lies  the  ^at  defect  of  many  of  the  they  were  shown  to  possess  in  rcmovinc^ 

therapeutic     measures    inculcated    in  and  controlling  affections  of  this  kind, 

different  treatises  on  the  diseases  of  the  even  though  of  many  years'  standing, 

skin;  that  remedies  of  the  utmost  power  they  soon  came  into  general  repute, 

are  abundantly  enumerated,  but  as  no  being  resorted  to,  almost  as  specifics,  in 

directions  are  usually  ^ven  as  to  the  those  cases  ofcutaneous  disease  that  had 

precise  8tafl;c  of  the  dusorder  in  which  resisted  other  means  of  treatment,  and 

they  shoula  be  administered,  or  notice  even  in  such  as  would  readily  have 

taken  of  the  circumstances  that  indicate  yielded  to  less  active  measures. 
or  contraindicate  their  employment,  the        The  preparations  of  arsenic  that  are 

reader  is  apt  to  imagine  that  the  author  most  commonly  had  recourse  to  in  the 

bases  hia  mode  of  treatment  rather  ui)on  treatment  of  cutaneous  complaints  are, 

the  particular  name  that  the  complaint  the  solution  of  the  arsenite  of  potassa 

may  chance  to  bear,  than  u^)on  any  (Fowler's  solution),  the  solution  of  the 

circumstances  connected  with  its  stage  iodide  of  arsenic  and  mercury  (Dono- 

orcause,orwiththehabitof  bodyof  the  van's  solution),   the  iodide  of  arsenic 

patient ;  and  thus  he  is  led  to  think  and  arscnious  acid  in  the  form  of  pill. 

that  if  he  can  once  make  out  the  diag-  Besides  these,  the  solution  of  the  arse- 

nosis,  and  learn  the  name  of  any  cuta-  niate  of  soda  (Pearson's  solution)  has 

neous  affection  that  may  fall  under  his  been  recommended  by  some,  and  that 

obaervation,  the  proper  treatment   of  of  the  arseniatc  of  ammonia  by  others, 

the  disease  follows  as  a  matter  of  course,  chiefly  by  Diett ;  but  as  these  two  last 

without  reference   to    any   modifying  are  not  much  employed,  and  as  their 

circumstances.    It  is  on  account  of  the  qualities  and  mode  of  action  seem  in  no 

disappointment  that  is  apt  to  be  con-  way  to  differ  from  those  of  the  arsenite 

Beqtieut  upon  such  a  mode  of  procedure  of  potassa,  I  shall  omit  all  considera- 

that  many  remedies,  which  have  been  tion  of  them. 

deservedly  recommended  to  the  pro-        The  opinions  of  authors  vary  some- 

fession  as  of  the  utmost  power,  have  what  as  to  the  dose  in  which  we  should 

bad  theirjustly  earned  character  dcpre-  commence  the   administration  of  the 

dated,  either  by  being  administered  solution  of  the  arsenite  of  potassa,  and 

without  sui&cient  discrimination  during  as  to  the  extent  to  which  we  ought  to 

improper  stages  of  the  disease,  or  to  carry  it.    Girdlestonc  recommends  us 

inmviauals  who  were,from  constitution,  to  begin  with  the  smallest  doses,  and 

ill  able  to  bear  them.     It  is  my  intcn-  never  to  increase  the  quantity  taken 

tion,  Uien,  in  the  remarks  that  I  am  beyond  five  or  six  drops  three  times 

about  to  make,  to    direct    particular  a  day,  and  only  to  i)ersevere  in  such 

attention  to  the  several  circumstances,  quantities  as  can    be    taken  without 

whether  in  the  constitution  or  habit  of  inconvenience  to  the  patient.     In  chil- 

body  of  the  individual,  or  in  the  nature  drcn,  he    says,  the  dose  should  not 

or  stage   of   the   particular   afTection  exceed  two  or  three  drops  once    or 

under  which  he  may  be  labouring,  or  twice  a  day.    The  largest  quantity  he 

in  its  complication  with  otiier  diseases,  ever  gave  was  twelve  drops  three  times 

that  mav  indicate,  or  contra-indicate,  a.day;  but  he  soon  found  that  hdf  this 

the  employment  of  the  preparations  of  quantity   would  suffice   equally  well. 

arsenic.    For  it  is  from  a  want  of  due  Bateman  and  Thomson  advise  us  to 

consideration  to   these   circumstances  begin  with  doses  of  four  or  five  drops, 

fbat  ibis  most  powerful  and  valuable  which  mny  be  slowly  increased  up  to 

elass  of  remedies  has  been  frequently  eight,  twice  a  day.    Biett,  who  advo- 

aocusel  of  having  received  a  reputation  catcs  the  employment  of  arsenic  more 

beyond  its  deserts,  or  that,  at  best,  it  generaWy  t\\aua.w^  oV\\^\  'viSX^x^^w^^v.'^ 


198  ON  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  ARSENIC  IN  THE 

us  to  commence  with  three  drops  of  the  ministered  it  to  the  extent  of  half  a 

solution  every  morning  hefore  break-  drachm    four   times    a    day   for   two 

£ast,  and  to  augment  this,  every  fifth  or  months,  with  but  two  interruptions; 

sixth  day,  by  two  or  three  drops,  until  and  Sir  Henry  Marsh  carried  it,  in  the 

twelve  or  nfteen  were   taken  daily ;  case  of  a  bov  twelve  years  of  age,  to  the 

more  than  this,  he  says,  should  not  be  extent  of  half  an  ounce  daily,  in  divided 

administered,  and  it  may  be  expedient  doses,  which  only  produced  very  mild 

to  interrupt  the  use  of  the  medicine,  in  insalivation.  Mr.  I)onovan  is  of  opinion 

these  doses,  from  time  to  time.    Raver  that  it  is  prudent  to  begin  with  Dr« 

recommends  doses  of  from  four  to  five  Kirby's  doses ;  but  he  states  that,  after 

drops  daily,  to  be  eradually  increased  a  time,  a  state  of  tolerance  is  induced, 

until  the  patient  takes  fifteen  drops  in  and  then  the  medicine  may  be  gradually 

four  divioed  doses.     Thus,  then,  al-  increased  at  discretion.    It  naa  been 

though  these  authorities  differ  some-  administered  to  patients  of  all  ages: 

what  as  to  the  precise  mode  in  which  thus,  one  of  Sir  H.  Marsh's  patients 

the  solution  of  the  arsenite  of  potassa  was  but  five  years  old,  while  hoth  of 

is  to  be  taken,  they  all  agree  that  we  Dr.  Graves's  had  attained  tlieir  sixtieth 

should  not  carry  it  heyond  fifteen,  or  year,  and  Dr.  Croker's  her  sixty-eiffhth. 

at  most,  eighteen  drops  in  the  course  The  composition  of  the  liquor  of  the 

of  the  dajr.    I  am  in  the  habit  of  be-  hydriodate  of  arsenic  and  mercury  is, 

ginning  with  two  minims  of  the  solu-  according  to  Mr.  Donovan,  as  follows: — 

tion,  equal,  in  quantitjr  to  l-60th  of  a  yf  ^  j^^ 

gram  of  arsenious  acid,  twice  a-day,  ^rsenious  acid,  i  of  a  grain, 

and  to  carry  it  up  to  five,  six,  or  seven  ij„,„.,;j„  „f  „' i.,.„  ?..<•  „  _.»,•„ 

and  a  half  mini  A  equal  to  the  1-1 8th  P"?*'^^  of  mercury,  i  of  a  gram, 

of  a  grain  of   a;8feniou8  acid,  three  Iodine,ashydnod,cacid,abouiiofagr. 
times  a  day;  beyond  which  I  believe        Thus  this  preparation  contains  exactly 

it  is  never  necessary  to  increase  the  a  quarter  as  much  arsenious  acid  as 

dose,  as  I  am  convinced  that  the  ^ood  enters  into  the  constitution  of  Fowler's 

effects  of  this  remedy  are  to  be  obtained  solution,  differing  besides  in  other  very 

raUier  by  small  doses  continued  for  a  obvious  and  important  respects, 
considerable  time  than  by  the  exbi-        The  iodide  of  arsenic,  a  very  useful 

bition  of  lar^r  ones  at  lonper  intervals,  preparation  of  the  metal,  for  the  intro- 

But  the  smallest  even  of  the  quantities  auction  of  which  into  practice  the  pro- 

that  have  been  mentioned  are  (}uite  fession  is  indebted  to  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson, 

inadmissible,  as  will  be  shown  in  a  is  most  conveniently  administered  in  Uie 

subsequent  part  of  this  paper,  in  indi-  form  of  pill.    The  dose  of  this  prepara- 

viduals  of  an  excitable  temperament.  tion  should    not   at   first  exceea  the 

Within  the  last  two  years  another  pre-  twelfth  of  a  grain  twice  a  day;  this 

pamtion  of  arsenic  has  been  introduced  may  gradually  be  increased  until  the 

to  the  notice  of  the  profession,  by  Mr.  patient  takes  the  sixth,  or  even  the 

Donovan,  of  Dublin,  under  the  name  fourth,  of  a  grain  three  times  a  day, 

of  the  "  Liquor  Arsenici  et  Hvdrargyri  although  these  doses  are  very  rarely 

lodidi ;"  for  a  full  account  of  the  chemi-  necessary.    The  iodide  of  arsenic  is 

cal  composition  and  medicinal  effects  most  advantageously  exhibited  in  com- 

of  which  1  may  refer  my  readers  to  biuation  with  the  extract  of  conium, 

the  papers   by  Mr.  Donovan  in  the  which  seems  to  sheathe  its  irritating 

Dublin   Journal  of  Medical  Science,  qualities,  and  prevents  it  from  exciting 

The  dose  of  this  preparation  is  variouslv  too  powerfully  the  mucous  membrane 

stated.     Dr.  Kirby  commences  -with  of  the  stomach.    By  the  addition  of 

doses  of  20  minims,  which  he  states  biniodide  of  mercury  a  compound  pill 

are  large  enough  to  ensure  the  good  may  be  formed,  which  resemules,  in  its 

effects  of  the  remedy.     Mr.  Cusack  effects,  the  liquor  of  the  hydriodate  of 

recommends    from   20  to  40  minims  arsenic   and   mercurv,  and  has  been 

three  times  a  day,  which  may,  in  some  much  and  successfully  employed  by 

cases,  be  pushed  to  a  greater  extent.  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson  in  the  treatment  of 

Dr.  Irvine  has  g^ivcn  as  much  as  half  a  lupus  and  other  diseases  of  the  skin, 

drachm  three  times  a  day,  for  seventv-  and  which  I  have  found  of  particular 

six  days,  with  an  intermission  of  only  service  in  some  syphilitic    eruptions, 

two  or  three  days  on  account  of  head-  more  particularly  of  a  squamous  kind, 

ache  and  sickness.    Dr.  Graves  ad-  Of  its  use  in  these  affections  1  had  an 
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interesting   example  last  autumn,  in  cured  by  less  than  a  drachm  cf  the 

the  uerson  of  a  coimlry  gentlem  m,  the  solution  of  the  anienite  of  potsssa,  or 

brotlier-in-law  of  a  pnysician  in  this  notipiitehalf  a  gniin  of  arsemousacid* 

town,  who  had  laboured  under  syphilitic  in  the  course  of  a  month ;  and  it  is  bv 

|NM)riasi8  of  the  legs,  the  right  one  mure  no  means  very  unconmion  to  mi^t  witn 

jiarticulariy,  for  Getween  five  and  six  cases  of  disease  uf  the  skin  that  will 

years;    and  who,  in    less    than  four  get  well  with  httle  more  than  half  an 

weeks,  got  perfectly  well  under  the  use  ounce  of   Fowler's  solution,    or    two 

of  a  pill  containing  one-twelfth  of  a  grains  of   the  arsenious  acid,  if  the 

grain  of  the  iodide  of  arsenic,  one-sixth  treatment  be  spread  over  a  considerable 

of  a  grain  of  the  biniodide  of  mercury,  space  of  time,  and  more  particularly  if 

idid  two  grains  of  the  extract  of  couium,  the  eftects  of  the  art^enical  be  aided  by 

twice  a  day ;  the  iodide  of  arsenic  being  appropriate  topical   treatment,  as  the 

gmdiially  increased  to  one-sixrh  of  a  iodine  and  citrine  ointments,  the  nitrate 

grain,  and  the  biniodide  of  mercui^  of  silver,  and  poulticing,  which  appear 

omitted,  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  as  it  to  have  been  had  recourse  to  in  several 

began  to  afiect  the  gums.    The  diluted  cases  re^iorted  in  the  Dublin  Journal. 
Iiiniodide  of  mercury  ointment  was  at        As  my  exi)eriencc  in  the  use  of  the 

the  same  time  employed  externally.  liquor  of  the  hydriodate  of  arsenic  and 

The  aneniouB acid,  in  an  uncombined  mercury  is  as  yet  somewhat  limited, 
atate,  Is  bat  very  seldom  employed  in  not  having  been  extended  to  more  than 
this  coantry,  although  with  Biett,  and  six  or  seven  cases,  I  do  not  at  present 
some  other  continental  physicians,  it  is  feel  myself  justified  in  giving  any 
a  favourite  remedy  in  psoriasis  in-  opinion  as  to  the  comparative  merits 
vcterata,  and  other  very  obstinate  cu-  of  this  and  of  the  other  preparations  of 
taneouH  affections.  Its  dose,  in  the  arsenic  in  the  ireatmenl  of  the  diseases 
form  of  the  "Asiatic  pill,"  varies  from  of  tlie  skin,  although  1  may  state  that 
the  sixteenth  up  to  the  fourth  of  a  it  has  appeared  lo  tno  to  be  of  peculiar 
CTain  twice  a  day.  The  conijmratively  vahie  in  the  treat tnent  of  the  syphilitic 
large  quantity  of  cirsenious  acid  tliat  atfeetions,  more  especially  those  of  a 
is  required  in  an  uncombined  state  to  scpianious  character,  in  wliicli  eases  the 
produce  a  beneficial  action  on  the  skin,  nierenry  very  proliably  exercises  a 
ought,]nmyopinion,to  militate  against  greater  in tluence  than  the  arsenic.  1 
its  employment  in  this  form.  The  may  mention  a  ciise  thai  occurred  to 
minimum  dose  of  arsenious  acid  recom-  me  a  few  months  ago,  in  which  it  not 
mended  by  most  writers  on  the  diseases  only  cured  the  cutaneous  complaint 
of  the  skin  is  one-sixteenth  of  a  grain ;  under  which  the  patient  Wiis  labouring, 
now  this  is  equal  to  the  (quantity  con-  but  also  removed  rheumatic  neuralgic 
tained  in  seven  and  a  half  minims,  pains  of  twenty-four  years'  standing; 
almost  the  maximum  dose,  of  the  solu-  an  etlect  which  I  have  not  seen  attri- 
tion of  the  arsenite  of  potassn,  and  buted  to  it,  but  which  ii  is  probiible 
certainly  too  large  a  quantity  of  this  that  it  shares  in  common  with  the  other 
iveparation  for  us  to  be  justifiid  in  preparations  of  arsenic. 
oonmiencing  with.  This  difTerence  in  Lawrence  Keane,  a'tat.  40,  an  old 
eflfect  is  probably  owing  to  the  greater  sailor,  of  a  sallow  complexion,  with 
readiness  with  which  the  arsenious  da  k  hair  and  eyes,  placed  himelf 
acid,  when  presented  in  solution,  nnist  under  my  care  on  the  iZth  J  iiiuary 
be  taken  up  by  anv  surface,  and  carried  last,  for  [)sori:isis  of  the  |M)sterior  part 
into  the  general  circulation.  of  the  neck  and  back,  under  wiiich 

Mr.  Donovan  lays  great  stress  upon  he   had  been   labouring   for   the   last 

the  small  quantity  of^ arsenic,  and  of  four  years.      He   states   that,  having 

the  other  elements,  that,  in  his  prepara-  been    shipwrecked  about   twenty-four 

tion,  sometimes  effect  a  cure ;  but  in  years  agv*  he  wiis  attacked  with  acute 

this  I  do  not  think  it  presents  any  rlieumatism,  since  which  time  he  has 

thing  peculiar,  or  more   remarkable,  never  been  free   from    pains    in  the 

thsm  is  constantly  seen  in  Fowler's  limbs.     I  ordered  him  twenty  minims 

flolntiony  and  the  other  preparations  of  of  the  solution  of  the  hydriodate  of 

anenio.     I   shall    have    occasion,    in  arsenic  and  mercury  three  times  a  day, 

another  part  of  this  paner,  to  relate  the  and  a  lotion  of  the  bichloride  of  mercury 

Sarticulan  of  a  case  01  hereditary  eon-  to  wash  the  affected  parts  with.    On 

oent  lichen,  of  many  years'  standing,  the  2Sth  he  \\<id  lVv(^  C^s^  ol  \\v^  ^Oy^Q^AWw 
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increased  to  thirty  minims,  and  on  the  of  the  pulse  is  particularly  observabTe 
15th  of  February  he  was  perfectly  cured  in  individuals  of  sanguineous  or  san- 
of  the  disease  of  the  skin,  the  rheumatic  guineo-nervous  temperament,  in  whom 
pains,  from  which  he  said  he  had  not  the  heart's  action  is  readiljr  excited 
been  fr«e  for  twenty-fbur  years,  havhig  under  the  influence  of  physical  exertion, 
ceased  entirely  for  some  time  past,  or  of  mental  emotion.  In  some  cases 
Since  this  date  I  have  several  times  before,  but  in  most  after  this  increase 
seen  him,  and  he  continues  perfectly  in  the  rapidity  of  the  heart's  action, 
well  in  every  respect.  evidences  of  some  degree  of  irritation 
That  the  liquor  of  the  hydriodate  of  about  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
arsenic  and  mercury  is  a  most  useful  stomach  will  manifest  '  themselves ; 
preparation,  and  one  that  will  prove  a  there  will  be  more  or  less  thirBt;  the 
yaluabk  addition  to  our  materia  medica,  tongue  wiU  become  coated  towards  the 
there  can  be  no  doubt ;  but  I  think  centre  and  root, with  red  sides  and  tip; 
that  notwithstanding  the  very  high  there  will  be  loss  of  appetite  and  a 
encomiums  that  have  been  bestowed  sense  of  weight  at  the  epi^^trium  ;  the 
upon  it  by  some  of  the  first  professional  patient,  about  the  same  time,  will  corn- 
authorities  in  Great  Britain,  it  yet  plain  of  heaviness  and  pricking  sen- 
remains  to  be  proved  whether  it  is  satioos  about  the  eyelids,,  with  flashes 
superior  to  the  otner  arsenical  prepara-  of  light  before  the  eyes  when  they  arc 
lions  already  in  use,  except,  perhaps,  closed,  and  after  a  time  the  eyelids  will 
in  some  cases  of  the  syphilitic  erup-  become  puffed  and  droop,  giving  the 
lions,  and  of  lupus,  in  which  the  mer-  countenance  a  peculiarly  melancholy 
cury  that  enters  into  its  composition  and  care-worn  appearance;  there  will 
might  be  expected  to  exercise  a  very  also  be  more  or  less  headache  ex- 
decidedly  beneficial  influence  j  some-  perienced,  chiefly  over  the  eye-brows 
what  resembling,  m  this  respect,  the  and  lower  part  of  the  forehead :  thia 
pills  composed  of  the  iodide  of  arsenic  pain  in  the  liead  is,  indeed,  very  firc- 
and  the  biniodide  of  mercury.  The  com-  oucntly,  one  of  the  first  symptoms  in- 
parative  value,  however,  of  Donovan^s  dicative  of  the  medicine  disagreeing 
solution,  and  of  the  other  preparations  with  the  system.  The  patient  will  alao 
of  arsenic,  is  too  important  a  question  very  commonly  complain  of  confused 
to  be  prejudged,  ana  is  one  that  can  and  horrible  dreams  :  this  is  more  par- 
only  be  determined  by  actual  obser-  ticularly  the  case  with  children,  in 
yation ;  and  as  the  remarks  that  I  whom,  as  the  nervous  system  is  very 
have  to  make  in  this  paper  have  re-  excitable,  there  is  a  natural  tendency 
ference  chiefly  to  the  effect  of  arsenicals  to    irritation   and    disturbance  of   it. 

fcnerally  upon  the  diseases  of  the  skin,  Girdlestonc  has  remarked  that  in  some 
shall,  for  the  present,  omit  its  con-  cases  the  skin  assumes  a  unifbrm 
■ideration.  k)bster-red  colour,  that  erysipelas  comes 
The  modus  operandi  of  the  arsenical  on,  or  that  phlyctcnee  and  pustules 
preparations,  as  of  most  other  medi-  make  their  appearance  when  the 
cinal  agents,  is  unknown  to  us.  We  arsenic  disagrees.  I  have  very  fre- 
are  only  acquainted  with  their  secon-  auently  had  occasion  to  observe  that 
dary  effects,  which  manifest  themselves  the  disease  of  the  skin  for  which  the 
most  unequivocally  on  the  digestive,  medicine  may  have  been  administered^ 
nervous,  and  inteenmentary  systems;  more  particularly  if  it  be  a  case  of 
on  all  of  which  they  act  as  excitant  chronic  eczema,  has  evinced  a  decided 
or  stimulating  tonics.  When  arsenic  tendency  to  increased  action;  the  patches 
18  being  given  in  medicinal  doses,  one  becoming  red  and  irritable,  snowing 
of  the  earliest  constitutional  symptoms  that  the  integuments  partake  in  the  ex- 
produced  by  it  is  an  acceleration  of  the  citement  that  is  induced  in  the  system 
neart's  action  :  this,  as  Dr.  Duffin  has  generally  by  the  employment  of  these 
remarked,  and  as  I  have  had  occasion  to  preparations.  If  the  use  of  the  arsenic 
observe,  sometimes  becomes  quickened  be  still  persevered  in,  which,  after  one 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days  after  the  or  more  of  the  symptoms  which  have 
administration  of  the  mineral  has  been  just  been  detailed  have  manifested 
commenced,  by  ten,  twenty,  and  even  themselves,  should  never  under  any 
thirty  beats  in  the  minute,  the  pulse  circumstances  be  the  case,  we  shall 
ftcqmring  at  the  same  time  a  haru  and  find  that  great  irritation  will  supervene 
■omewhat  wiry  feel.   This  acceleration  about  the   mucous  membrane  of  the 
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stomach  and   throat;    there  will  be  down  any  fixed  rule  as  to  quantity  or 

nanaea,  yomitinff,  and  total  loss  of  ap-  time,  as  these  must  necessarily   vary 

petite ;  the  heaaiache  will  increase  m  very  greatly  in  individual  cases,  and 

aererity }  the  urine  will  become  hieh-  our  only  guide  in  these  res[>ects  must 

coloured ;  the  countenance,  which  has  be  the  symptoms  of  local  or  consti- 

bcGome  pale  and  sallow,  will  assume  a  tutional  disturbance  that    they    may 

remarkablv  sorrowful  and  anxious  cast ;  occasion.    From  a  careful  examination 

tremon  of  the  limbs  come  on,  with  an  of  many  cases  of  cutaneous  disease  in 

occasional  feeling  of  faintness,  and  the  which  this  mineral  had  been  employed, 

foundation  of  incurable  and  permanent  I  am  enabled  to  state  that  nothing  is 

disease  may  be  laid  in  the  digestive  gained  by  carrying  it  beyond  a  certain 

oigans  or  nervous   system.    It  must  point,  as  far  as  Uie  affection  of  the 

ncS,  however,   be   expected   that  all  skin  is  concerned,  and  that  by  so  doing, 

these  symptoms    should  show  them-  much  mischief,  perhaiM   of  an   irre- 

selves  in  every  case  in  which  the  remedy  mediable  nature,  may  be  in flicted  on  the 

has  been  pushed  beyond  its  utmost  patient ;  that  it  is  not  a  remedy  that 

limits  as  a  medicine ;  far  from  it :  in  can  with   safety  be  pushed,  to  use  a 

some  instances  the  first  symptom  that  common  phrase,  but  that  all  the  good 

we  notice  indicative  of  the  medicine  that  will  result  from  its  employment 

having  beeon  to  disagree,  and  of  its  em-  can  be  accomplished  by  a  careful  and 

ployment  having  reached  those  bounds  guarded  administration  of  it,  and  by  its 

oeyond  which  it  cannot  with  safety  be  being  intermitted  on  the  first  appear- 

carriedp  is  a  degree  of  thirst,  and  a  feel-  ance  of  any  symptom  of  local  or  general 

ing  of  oppression  about  the  epigastrium ;  irritation.    Any  marked  acceleration  of 

in  others,  pricking  sensations  al)out  the  the  pulse,  or  disturbance  in  the  functions 

eyelids  and  flashes  of  light  before  the  of  the  stomach  and  nervous  system, 

eyes ;  in  others^  aeain,  and  this  very  should  serve  as  a  warning  to  us  to  dis- 

commonly,  headacne  with    disturbed  continue  its  use.  It  must  also  be  borne 

dreams :  and  usually  antecedent    to,  in  mind  that  arsenic  is  a  cumulative 

or,  at  all  events,  coincident  with  any  remedy,  and  that  its  deleterious  effects 

one  of  these  symptoms,  will  be  found  may  suddenly  be  manifested  at  a  time 

an  acceleration  in  the  pulse.    The  oc-  when  we  least  expected  it  to  disaeree. 

enirence  of  any  of   tnese  symptoms  On  this  account  patients  who  are  taking 

should  be  an  instant  warning  to  the  it  should  be  seen  by  their  medical  at 

practitioner  to  diminish  the  dose  of  the  tendant  every  second,  or  at  m(»t  every 

arsenic,  or  to  intermit  the  use  of  the  re-  third  day,  and  should  have  directions 

medy  alto^ther.    If  the  patient  be  of  given  them  to  omit  the  medicine  should 

a  lymphatic  temperament,  or  is  some-  any  of  the  symptoms  that  have  already 

what  advanced  in  years,  of  a  languid  been  mentioned  as    indicative  of  its 

debilitated  habit   of   body,    and    the  disagreeing  with  the  habit,  show  them- 

symptoms    of    excitement,    local     or  selves.   In  illustration  of  the  bad  effects 

general,  be  but  trifling,  it  would  be  that  may  result  from  the  injudicious  use 

sufficient  to  diminish  the  dose  to  one  of  the  preparations  of  arsenic,  I  may 

half  of  that  which  is  being  taken,  and  mention  that  I  have  at  present  under 

to  watch  carefully  the  effects  of  tlie  re-  my  observation  a  young  lady,  of   a 

duction  before  taking  away   the   re-  highly  nervous  temperament, but  other- 

mainder.    If,  however,  the  patient  be  wise  perfectly  healthy,    and  without 

of  a  sanguine  or  sanguineo-nervous  any  hereditary  disiwsition  to  disease, 

temperament,  if  he  have  been  taking  who  whilst  suffering  from  an  attack  of 

the  arsenic  for  a  considerable  length  of  psoriasis  of  the  legs   some  years  ago, 

time,  and  if  the  symptoms  of  local  dis<  was  advised  to  take  Fowler's  solution, 

tnrbance  be  very  unequivocal,  it  will  which  she  did  in  the  hope  of  speedily 

be  more  prudent  to  leave  off  the  use  of  getting  rid  of,  to  a  delicate  female,  a 

the  n«dicine  for  a  few  days,  to  give  disgusting  affection,  to  such  an  extent, 

some  saline  aperient,  and  then,  if  it  without  the  knowledge,  however,  of  the 

be  thought  expedient  to  do  jso,  to  re-  medical  attendants,  that  she  brought  on 

commence  it  in  smaller    doses.      In  extensive  derangement  of  the  stomach, 

practice  it  often  becomes  a  question  of  which  was  followed  by  a  violent  neu- 

eonsiderable  importance  as  to  how  far  ralgic  attack,  together  with,  at  asub- 

the  preparations  of   arsenic  may   be  sequent  period,  a  distressing  train  of 

carried;  for  this  it  is  impossible  to  lay  hysterical  sym^lotM,  >N\CviN\.\>aJ*^  Vfcv 
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minatc.l  in  a  state  of  dementia,  that,  obstruction  about  the  glottis  prevented 

having  now  existed    for  nearly  four  from  entering  freely,  accompanied  with 

years,  may  almost  be  looked  upon  as  a  croupy  noise  on  inspiring.     Some 

incurable.  voice  remained,  having  h  difierent  tone 

Having  thus  briefly  passed  in  review  from  that  of  common  cioup,  and  dit* 

the  symptoms  that  may  be  produced  by  tinct  from  that  which  attendn  the  for- 

the  arsenical  preparations— their  doses  mation  of  false  membrane.    The  pulse 

—and  those  circumstances  that  indicate  was  small  and  quick,  and  extremelv 

that  their  use  has  reached  that  point  feeble,   the  surface  of  the  body  cool, 

lieyond  which  they  cannot,  consistently  and  the  \\\w  pale  and  blue, 

with  the  patient's  safety,  be  carried.  The  agonizing  need  for  breath  5  the 

we  shall  pass  to  an  investigation  of  debility,  and  the  leanness  of  body ;  the 

those  conditions,  whether  of  the  p:i-  advanced  period  of  the  disease,  and  its 

ticnt  himself,  or  of  the  disease  under  8Ui)ervention  on  scarlet  fever ;  the  pro- 

which  he  is  labouring,  that  indicate  or  bable  nature  of  the  existing  lesion,  and 

oontra-indicatc  their  employment.  the  imminent  danger  of  suffocation,  all 

rn»  be  continued.]  rendered  the  employment  of  the  osoal 

remedies  inapplicable,    and  gave,  no 
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SYMPTOMS   LIKE  CROUP  COMING  ^^^^  ^^^„   ^  f^„  1^^  ^  ,j^^^ 

ON  AFTER  SCARLET  FEVER-  produce  hurtful  effects. 

TRACHEOTOMY.  The  history  of  the  case,  the  partica- 

—^  lar  succession  of  the  morbid  events,  the 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  nature  of  the  local  disease,  and  its  con- 

nneniont  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 

SiR»  glottitt,  gave  us  great  re<ison  to  hoi)e/br 

Richard  M'Claren,  5  years  and  10  aid  from  tniclicotomy — certainly,  at 

months  old,  came  under  our  care  as  a  least,  for  the  relief  of  the  agony,  and 

patient  of  the  Ardwick  and  Ancoats  probably  rUo  fur  the  cure,  by  a  suc> 

Dispensary,  15th  February,  1H43,  in  a  cessful  operation.    The  whole  circum- 

state    of   most    biborious   ortliopna'a,  stances   of  the   case  were   singularly 

threatening  suffocation.  favourable  for  the  oporalion,  and  the 

Three   weeks    before  this    he    had  only   reasons  for  apprehension    arose 

been  attacked  with  scarlet  fever  and  from  the  ill-conditioned  body  of  the 

sore  throat;  and  upon  the  subsidence  boy,  and  the  risk  attendant  upon  some 

of  the  swelling  and  soreness  of  the  general  indispohition  of  the  economy, 

throat  he  was  seized  with    dyspnoea  The  croup  was  sudden  in  its  onset, 

and    croupy    breathing,    and    croupy  and  not   preceded   by  catarrh  of  the 

voice,  having  slept  the  night  before  in  lungs ;  and  no  symptoms  or  signs  of 

the   workhouse  urion  boards   covered  pulmonary  disease  were  discoverable, 

with  a  blanket  only.  There  was  no  dulness  on  percussion 

"We  found  him  after  this  long  suffer-  anywhere,  nor  irregularity  of  resonance 

ing  worn  out  with  fatigue,  for  he  had  over    the  chest;    and    these   circum* 

not  slept  for  many  days,  so  painfully  stances,  together  with  the  absence  of 

laborious  were  the  efforts  to  inspire ;  catarrh,  and  of  previous  indications  of 

and  his  body  was  wasted  to  the  last  pneumonia,    as   well    as  the    eeneral 

degree.      His  skin   was  dark,  rou^h,  aH;)ect  of  tlie  patient,  shewed  that  the 

dry,  filthy,  and  encrusted  all  over  with  complications  of  capillary  bronchitis, 

scales  of  icthyosis;  and  the  features  as  and  lobular  as  wi-U  as  lobate  inflam- 

well  as  the  limbs  were  furrowed  and  mation    of   the   lungs,   were  happily 

wrinkled,  both  from  the  effects  of  this  wanting. 

cutaneous  disease,  and  from  his  being  The  sudden  onset  of  the  croup  with 

emaciated  almost  to  skin  and  bone,  much  violence,  together  with  its  long 

Added  to  these,  the  anxious  expres-  continuance  in  spite  of  the  apparent 

sion  of  the  countenance,  and  the  pain-  severity  of  the  attack  ;    the  great  or- 

ful  afipony  of  breathing,  and  the  help-  thopuGea,   with    preponderating  diffl- 

less  debility  of  the  poor  boy,  made  him  culty  in  'the  act  of  ins])iring  compared 

a  distressing^  object  to  behold,  and  gnve  to  that  of  expiration  ;  the  i)ersistence 

him  something  of  an  inhuman  as^K^ct.  of  tlie  croupy  sound  so  late  in  the  dis- 

His   respirations   were   a  continual  ease,  and   the   voice  reniaiuiiig  when 

gasping  to  get  tliat  breath  which  some  suffocation  was  so  imminent,  and  the 
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anpervention  of  the  attack  upon  the  ing  of  the  mucous  membrane,  prolxibly 

sure  throat  of  scarlet  fever»  shewed  that  with  ulccrouH  erosions,  which  had  been 

it  was  not  an  ordinary  case  of  croup,  promoted  to  the  ymtih  alMut  the  {glottis 

The  persistence  of  some  distinctness  of  by  taking  cold  whilst  the  throat  was 

the  voice  is  not  commonly  present  at  yet  sore,  now  remained  alone,  or  only 

this  late  period  of  the^  malady,  if  the  with  some  redness  of  the  fauces.   Thus 

glottis  and  parts  in  its  vicinity  are  the  lesion  of  the  mucous  membrane  was 

clothed  with  false  membrane.  evidently  progressing  fast  towards  re- 

The  precedence  of  the  sore  throat  of  covery  ;  being  serious  only  by  reason 
scarlet  fever,  under  all  those  circum-  of  its  extension  to  the  narrow  opening 
stances,  afforded  a  strong  presumption  into  the  windpipe,  and  requiring  only 
that  the  morbid  lesion  consisted  in  a  time  to  heal.  No  feverish  symptoms 
swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  obtained,  and  the  local  lesion  was  ma- 
the  glottis  and  neighbouring  struc-  nifestly  hmited  to  a  small  space.  No- 
tores,  bnt  complicated  probably  with  thing  seemed  to  foreshow  any  proba- 
Ihe  i^gmy  points  of  eroding  ulcers,  to  bilit^  of  the  occurrence  of  dropsy ;  but 
which  they  are  so  liable  in  that  fever,  the  icthyosis,  perhai)s,  might  have  been 
During  the  last  mild  epidemic  of  scar-  a  presuixmtion  to  the  contrary.  The 
latina  we  have  seen  some  other  cases  viscera  of  the  belly  and  chest,  and  the 
in  which  the  parts  about  the  entrance  functions  of  the  brain,  were  proper  in 
of  the  windpipe  were  more  or  less  af-  every  respect.  Lastly,  the  system  had 
feeted  in  this  manner.  The  inspection  not  been  deranged  by  remedies. 
of  the  corpse  of  one  child  that  died  Without  a  hoi)e  fmm  medicines  even 
with  symptoms  of  croup  supervening  for  the  relief  of  the  agony,  mucli  less 
on  the  fever,  discovered  no  cause  for  for  saving  the  life  of  the  child,  we 
death  besides  the  extension  of  the  were  of  opinion,  ngreeably  with  our 
«  sm'elling  and  ulcerous  erosions  from  colleagues,  that  tracheotomy  was  nce<l- 
the&uces  into  the  windpiix?.  Another,  ful  and  proper  here,  and  ofTereil  the 
under  the  like  circumstances,  had  some  only  means  for  the  cltiUrs  recovery. 
difficulty  of  breathing,  which  became  Acconlingly,  after  having  obtained 
suffocative  whenever  she  cried  or  grew  the  consent  of  the  mother  and  her 
peevish ;  and  those  symptoms  conti-  friends,  in  the  uniivoidahle  absence  of 
niied  upwards  of  a  fortnigtit,  with  com-  our  colleague,  Surgeon  Harrison,  on 
plete  extinction  of  the  voice,  before  she  the  1  (kh  I*  ebruary  Surgeon  Dumvillc 
manifested  signs  of  amendment.  ^x^rformed  this  oi>enition  in  the  most 

The  two  children  spoken  of,  and  the  able  manner,  and  with  a  degree  of  cool- 
boy  M'Claren,  form  three  examples  of  ncss  and  dexterity  that  does  him  great 
different  degrees  of  the  same  morbid  credit. 

istate,  which  are  worthy  of  notice.  Tlie  So  completely  had  the  poor  boy  been 
one  died  from  the  utmost  extension  of  overcome  with  fatigue  and  sleepless- 
the  local  disease,  under  circumstances  ncss  and  suffering,  and  so  sudden  wits 
in  which  tracheotomy  would  not  have  the  relief  obtained  through  the  opera- 
been  proper.  The  other  recovered  tion,  that  shortly  after  the  insertion  of 
without  the  same  extension  of  the  ma-  the  silver  tube  he  fell  fast  iisleep  on  the 
lady»  and  without  absolute,  but  only  operating  table,  even  before  he  was 
after  prospective  danger,  and  without  dressed  or  made  comfortable.  After 
any  need  tor  the  operation.  The  last  the  first  moments  of  suspense,  attend- 
«as  threatened  with  impending  suffo-  ing  the  relaxation  of  the  spasm  of  the 
cation,  when  the  disease  had  pro-  air-tubes,  which  arose  from  forcing  the 
greased  too  far  for  other  treatment,  and  tube  into  the  windpii>e,  he  began  to 
absolutely  required  surgical  aid  to  re-  breathe  with  case  and  freedom ;  and 
store  the  freedom  of  respiration,  and  to  his  ghastlv  features  and  his  lips,  which 
give  a  chance  for  recovery  ;  and  this  Iiad  a  leaden  hue  before  the  operation, 
was  happily  under  circumstances,  ecu-  sissumed  their  natural  colour.  He 
trary  to  the  first  ciuie,  not  only  making  cou^^lied  up  a  little  frothy  mucus, 
tncneotcmiy  prudent,  but  favoun.bie  to  mixed  with  blood,  and  quickly  be^n 
its  success.  to  breathe  with  ease  ;  and  his  respira- 

The  scarlet  fever  had  gone  through  lions,   which  exceeded    sixty   in    the 

its  course,  and  the  sore  tii mat  and  tu-  minute  for  some  hours  after  the  ope- 

asor  of  tlic  tonsils  and  neighbouring  r.ition,    were     only    forty-^v^Vvt   \\^i^V 

glands  Luul  disupi>earc'd.     The  swell-  morning.    Oi\  V\\vi  v!\e\\\tv^^A\\vfcN\\vt^ 
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day  they  were  thirty-four ;  on  the  ciently  easy  to  justify  the  final  attempt 
fourth,  Uiirty-two ;  and  on  the  eleventh,  at  present  to  do  without  the  tube ;  nor 
onl^  twenty-seven ;  whilst  from  that  is  it  quite  free  from  croupv  siliilus. 
period  they  varied  in  frequency,  some-  Let  no  one  think  that  this  is  an  ope- 
times  above,  but  mostly  below,  thirty  ration  of  minor  importance ;  on  the 
in  the  minute.  contrary,  perhaps  no  other  requires 
The  respiratory  murmur,  which  was  nicer  care  for  its  success,  or  confera 
inaudible  before,  was  heard  after  the  greater  responsibility.  The  successful 
operation  throughout  the  lungs  with-  result  we  attribute,  next  to  the  dex- 
out  morbid  accompaniment.  When  terity  of  the  o|)erator,  mainly  to  the 
the  freedom  of  respiration  was  restored,  unceasing  care  and  watchfulness  which 
the  feeble  pulse,  barely  perceptible  we  and  our  colleagues  were  enabled  to 
before,  rallied  again  in  strength,  num-  bestow  upon  the  case,  the  boy  never 
bering  132  strokes  in  the  minute  that  having  been  without  medical  supervi- 
nijght,  but  only  120  next  morning,  sion  an  hour  for  upwards  of  two  weeks, 
which  standard  it  seldom  exceeded  To  our  colleagues,  Dr.  Wilkinson  and 
afterwards  during  convalescence,  but  Sur^on  Duroville,  who  partook  with 
ranged  lower  to  115,  108,  and  some-  us  m  the  responsibility  of  the  case, 
times  as  low  as  102.  and  who  sharea  equally  in  the  watch- 
Early  on  the  fourth  morning^  the  ing  by  night  and  by  day,  we  cannot 
child  passed  a  good  feculent  stool,  and  sufficiently  express  how  much  we  feel 
afterwards  he  mid  two  or  three  evacua-  indebted ;  but  those  who  know  what 
tions  daily  upon  an  average.  the  support  of  a  good  colleague  is. 
The  diet  was  most  rigid  for  the  first  where  so  much  responsibility  rests, 
hvr  days,  namely,  fresh  cold  water  as  can  well  appreciate  our  feeling, 
a  diluent,  with  bits  of  sugar  to  allay  We  avoid  purposely  making  any  ob- 
appetite;  but  so  soon  as  no  danger  was  servations  on  the  surs^ical  bearings  of 
to  be  feared  from  inflammatory  action,  the  subject,  leaving  them  to  Surgeon 
we  gave  him  nothing  but  the  strongest  Dumville,  to  whose  province  they  espe- 
drinks  of  animal  juices  and  milk,  and,  cially  belong,  and  who  will,  we  hope, 
lastly,  solid  meats.  We  abstained  follow  up  our  communication  with 
carefully  from  administering  any  medi-  some  remarks  on  the  practical  matters 
cines.  The  boy  gradually  acquired  relating  to  the  operation,  and  the  ma- 
itrength  and  flesh ;  and  as  the  scales  naeement  of  the  apparatus,  as  well  as 
of  the  epidermis  fell  off*,  the  functions  witli  his  own  ingenious  views  upon 
of  the  skin  were  restored,  and  he  at-  other  interesting  features  of  the  case, 
tained  progressively  his  wonted  vigour  Your  humble  servant, 
of  body ;  so  that  he  plays  about  as  Thomas  Hodgson  Watts,  M.D. 
roughly  as  others  of  his  age,  both  in  Physician  to  the  Ardwick  ftnd 
the  house  and  abroad.  ^«'»^  Dispensary. 

The  operation  has  proved  eminently  **»  ^  Apriua  TsS?****^'' 

successful;   and  the  chief  features  of  '      J 

the  case  seem  to  be,  first,  the  sequence  . 

of  the  croup  upon  the  sore  throat  of  ^^rgeon    Dumvtlfe  t  remarks  in  con- 

•carlct  fever ;  second,  the  absence  of  tinuatwn  oj  the  preceding  case. 

pulmonary   complication  ;    and  third.  In  the  case  of  the  boy  Richard  M*Cla- 

the  limited  extent  of  the  local  maladv.  ren,    tracheotomy   was   performed    in 

The  tube  was  removed  first  on  the  preference  to  laryngotomy  for  the  fol- 

moming  of  the  fourteenth  day,  but  it  lowing  reason — that,  although  we  had 

became  necessary  to  replace  it  again  evidence  in  nroof  that  the  lun^  were 

that  same  evening ;  and  since  then  it  not  implicated  in  the  disease  sufficiently 

has  been  taken  out  and  cleaned  three  to  justify  us  in  resorting  to  an  operation 

times.    When  the  tube  was  out,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  dyspnoea,  yet  we 

the  opening  into  the  windpipe  closed  had  no  proof    that  the  disease  was 

with  a  sponge,   then  tike  boy  spoke  wholly  confined  to  the  rima  glottidis. 

audibly,  but  with  much  hoarseness ;  It  was  therefore  determined  to  make 

and  lixewise,  when  he  stone  the  hole  the  section  as  low  in  the  trachea  as  we 

of  tbe  tube  with  his  finger,  ne  can  pro-  could,  in  the  expectation  of  making 

nounce  some  words  intelligibly,  una  he  the  wound  in  healthy  structure, 

can  sound  a  small  whistle.    Therespi-  An  incision  was   made  about  two 

ration  through  the  glottis  is  not  sum-  inches  in  length    over   the   trachea, 
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avoiding  the  gland  above,  and   not  and  in  every  instance  there  was  much 

carried   so  far   as    to   endanger    the  irritation  set  up  in  the  throat. 

left  subclavian  vein.     The  edges   of  The  method  we  adopted  for  cleaning 

the  stemo-thyroid  muscles  were  care-  the  tube  was,  first,  to    moisten   the 

fuUy  held  apart  by  broad  retractors,  mucus  adhering  to  the  interior  with  a 

Two  large  thvroid  veins  were  brought  small    sponge  attached  to  a  flexible 

into  view ;  and  much  difficultv  was  ex-  silver  wire,  and  then  detaching  the 

perienced  at  this  point  of  the  opera-  coating  by  means  of  a  scoop  bent  to 

tion,  for  these  veins  adhered  so  closely  the  shape  of  the  pipe. 

to  the  trachea  that  it  was   no   easy  One  circumstance  has  particularly 

matter  to  remove  them  out  of  daneer.  arrested  my  attention  in  tne  surgical 

As  the  thymus  gland  was  large,  and  as  treatment  of  tliis  case.    It  is  this  :  that 

the  thyroid  veins  lay  closely  upon  the  every  time  the  tube  has  been  taken  out, 

trachea  below,  I  thought  it  better  to  although  the  boy  could  talk  so  as  to  be 

cut  oat  a  piece  of  one  of  the  tracheal  understood,   yet   the  voice  continued 

cartilages,  sufficient  to  allow  of  the  croupy,  and  the  lad  was  incapable  of 

introduction  of  the  lars^-sized  canula  breathing    through  the    glottis    with 

that  had  been  selected.      I   thought  sufficient  freedom  to  support  life.     In 

thatthere  would  be  less  risk  of  hsmor-  most  cases  of  successful  tracheotomy 

rhage  by  opening  the  trachea  in  this  the  result  has  been  different ;  a  few  days 

way  than   oy  making  a  longitudinal  have  often  been  sufficient  to  allow  of 

incision  simply;  and  besides,  1  hoped  the  subsidence  of  the  laryne^eal  inflam- 

that  a  more  convenient  aperture  might  mation,  so  that  the  canula  couM  be 

be  made  for  the  introduction  of  the  thenceforth  removed.  In  the  case  before 

large  tracheal  pipe-    There  was,  how-  us  the  success  is  not  so  complete  at 

ever,  a  UtUe  difficulty  in  inserting  this  present ;  but  we  arc  sanguine  in  our 

tobe,  owing  to  the  rapid  manner  in  expectation  of  complete  recovery,  inas- 

which  the  larynx  rose  and  fell.    As  much  as  the  lad's  voice  becomes  gradu- 

aoon  as  the  tube  was  fairly  lodged,  ally  more  free  from  croupy  resonance. 

there  was  a  free  discharge  of  bloody  Since  Dr.  Cheyne's  Pathology  of  the 

mucus;  the  blood,  I  have  no  doubt,  Larynx  and  Bronchi  appeared  before 

had  been  drawn  in  through  the  wound,  the  medical  world,  an  opinion  has  been 

Ih.  Watts  has  already  described  the  very  generally  prevalent  that  croup  is 

boy's  appearance  after  the  operation,  under  any  circumstances  an  unfit  case 

and  I  will  sum  up  in  a  few  words,  for  operation.    The  unfitness  consists 

After  the  expulsion  of  the  mucus,  the  in  this,  that  the  lining  of  the  whole 

respiration  was   performed  with    the  bronchial  tube  has   been   found   fre- 

ffreatest  ease,  and  the  contrast  with  qucntly  involved  in  the  inflammation. 

the  late  dvspncea  was  so  strong  that  I  This  is  undoubtedly  correct  in  many, 

thought  tne  lad  had  ceased  to  oreathe,  perhaps  in  the  majority  of  cases,  but 

when  he  was  actually  asleep.  certainly  there  arc  some  instances  in 

I  attribute  the  success  of^  the  opera-  which    the    inflammation    and    false 

tion  mainly  to  the  laree  size  of  the  tube  membrane  are  confined  to  the  larynx* 

that  was  made  use  or,  which,  notwith-  Dr.  Howard  showed  me  a  preparation 

standing   its  ample  calibre,  required  lately  taken  from  one  of  his  infirmary 

most  assiduous  attention  to  keep  it  per-  patients,  a  boy  about  six  years  old,  in 

vious,  and  yet,  after  all,  we  were  com-  which    the    inflammation    and    false 

pelled  four  times  to  remove  it,  before  membrane  had  not  extended  into  the 

we  could  detach  the  thick  coating  of  trachea. 

hardened   mucus    which    tenaciously  I  will  close  these  observations  with 

adhered  to  its  interior.  a  sketch  of  a  case  of  croup  which  oc- 

The  experience  I  have  had  with  this  curred  in  my  practice  last  week. 

cue  convinces  me  not  only  of   the  Thomas  Foden,  oet.  2  years  and  5 

necessity  of  employing  a  large  pipe,  months,  had  been  exposed  for  a  lone 

but  also  of  the  propriety  of  disturbing  time  to  cold  late  m  the  evening  of 

it  as  little  as  possible  when  once  in-  April  9th,  but  went  to  bed  in  perfect 

MTted.      However    carefully    it   was  health.    Next  morning  he  rose  with  a 

taken  out,  and  however  adroitly  it  was  slight    cough    and    hoarseness,    and 

2 placed  in  the  trachea,  still  the  con-  towards  the  evening  he  experienced 

totioB  snffered  invariably  for  a  time,  some    difficulty    in    breathing.      On 
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the  second  day  he  was  much  better,  arrival  he  told  me  that  the  lady  con- 
Also  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  sidered  herself  in  the  eighth  month  of 
he  apx)eued  better ;  and  although  his  utcro-gestation,  that  the  membranes 
hoarseness  continued,  still  he  could  had  broke  on  the  previous  Sunday 
speak,  and  played  about  quite  iree  from  evening,  without  any  pain,  since  which 
fever  and  having  a  good  api)etite,  until  time  she  had  not  been  sensible  of  the 
about  3  o'clock  p.m.  when  nis  dyspnoea  motion  of  the  child,  and  though  the  head 
and  hoarseness  grew  rapidly  worse,  had  descended  into  the  va^na  her  plains 
and  he  died  early  on  the  morning  of  had  been  of  that  distressing  chariicter 
the  fourth  day,  1 3th  April.  I  only  saw  which  in  the  lying-in  chamber  are  pro- 
the  little  patient  once.  nounced  "  wearing,  yet  of  no  avail."    It 

Po9t-mortem. — The  epiglottis  was  may  be  mentioned  tnat  from  the  Ims of 
thick  and  inflamed ;  the  glottis  and  her  husband  a  few  months  previously, 
the  whole  cavity  of  the  larynx  was  and  various  other  afflicting  circun> 
lined  with  recent  false  membrane,  and  stances,  her  spirits  had  suffered  much 
this  false  membrane  extended  bat  a  depression,  and  her  bodily  health  serious 
verv  short  way  down  the  trachea,  impairment.  She  had  refused  suste- 
whilst  a  distinct  line  of  demarcation  nance  ofevery  kind  for  several  days;  her 
distinguished  the  inflamed  from  the  stomach,  indeed,  had  lost  its  retentive 
not  inflamed  structure.  The  trachea  power ;  food  even  of  the  lig[htest  quali- 
and  bronchia  contained  some  mucus;  ty,  or  tried  in  the  most  spannj?  manner, 
but  the  lungs  were  free  from  appear-  being  always  rejected.  Her  frame  was 
ances  of  inflammatory  disease.  The  naturally  delicate,  her  person  short, 
prepanition  has  been  seen  by  many  of  and  the  pelvis  somewhat  below  the 
mv  medical  friends;  audi  am  decidedly  standard  size.  The  face  of  the  child 
of  opinion  that  bronchotom^  might  presented,  with  the  chin  towards  the 
have  been  the  means  of  saving  this  pubes.  When  I  was  called  to  the  pa- 
child's  life.  The  freedom  from  fever  tient  she  had  no  pains,  and  scarcely 
was  strong  presumptive  evidence  that  any  pulse ;  accordmgly  we  deemed  it 
the  lungs  were  free  from  inflammation,  right,  from  the  inert  state  of  the  utenis, 

I  am,  sir,  as  well  as  the  exhaustion  into  which 

Your  obedient  servant,  8he  had  sunk,  to  attempt  immediate 

Arthur  William  Dumville.  delivery.    Of  the  child's  death,  I  may 

23,  Hirher  Ardwick,  add,    we   had    unquestionable    proof, 

AprU  i»,  1S43.  fQY^  besides  the  patient's  own  conviction 

of  the  fact,  as  above  hinted,  the  atten- 
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hence  we  were  free  to  resolve  on  a  mode 

To  the  Editor  qf  tAe  Medical  Gazette.  "^  delivery  with  regard  exclusively  to 
•^  the  patient  herself,  and  Mr.  H.  pro- 
^'*»  posed  to  effect  it  by  applying  the  blunt 
1  TAKE  leave  to  transmit  to  you  the  hook  to  the  chin,  and  his  finger  to  the 
particulars  of  a  case,  which,  though  it  mouth  :  if  that  method  should  fail  it 
occurred  several  years  ago,  you  may  was  determined  to  have  recourse  to  the 
nevertheless  deem  of  sufficient  interest  forceps.  He  succeeded  at  once,  how- 
to  place  on  record  in  your  Medical  ever,  in  extricating  the  head ;  but  after 
Gazette.  Time  cannot  deteriorate  the  deliveringtheshoiuders,  an  obstacle,  ap- 
Talue  of  facts  so  long  as  they  point  to  parently  unyielding  and  unconquerable, 

Practical  usefulness,  and  a  faithful  re-  opposed  any  farther  accompUsnment  of 

Ltion  of  our  own  difficulties,  and  the  our  object.    Mr.  Hopkinson  gradually 

mode  by  which  they  were  overcome,  increased  the  force  with  which  he  tried 

may  serve  at  least  for  some  protection  to  bring  away  the  child,  but  to  no  pur- 

ajgainst  the  embarrassment,  or  difficul-  pose ;  and,  after  a  considerable  time 

ties,  to  which  others  are  exposed.  spent  in  unavailing  efforts,  tempering 

Inthenightofthe  13th  March,  1811,  force  with  prudence,  he  at  length,  to 

Mr.  Hopkinson,  of  Peterborough  (since  our  dismay,  extracted  half  the  child, 

dead),  a  surgeon  of  acknowledged  skill,  leaving  the  inferior  half  of  the  trunk, 

and  an  accoucheur  of  great  experience,  together  with  the  extremities,  in  the 

being  in  attendance  uijon  Mrs. In  womb.    I  applied  my  hand  to  the  ab- 

labour,  called  me  to  his  aid.     On  my  domen,  which  felt  as  much  distended 
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M  if  it  OGfitained  another  child,  besides  difltresfiing  j  bo  urgenf ,  indeed,  m  to  in- 

^e  remaiM  of  the  mutilated  one.    Mr.  diicc  Mr.  H.  to  give  n  drachm  of  Tinc- 

H.  next  introduced  hw  hand  into  the  tura  Opii  every  three  houre  for  some 

uterus  andsecured  two  fcet,  which,  from  continuance. 

the  immense  bulk  of  the  abdomen,  he  This,  sir,  is  u  phiin  unvarnished  state- 

inwpectedto  beloiig  to  snother  child,  men t  of  a  case  which,  I  am  aware,  is 

These  with  some  difficulty  he  brought  not  of  very  frequent  occurrence.  Tumor 

beyond  the  external  wirU. and  included  of  a  child's  nbdomen,  as  will  as  of  the 

them  m  a  ligature  :  butagam  the  same  back,  may  imi>ede  the  pn)ceb8  of  dc- 


V •'!  V     y  ,  «*,         J  ,  ""«",  oi  SUCH  a  lumor,  win  insure  tiie  lilc  ol 

I  separated  one  of  the  legs  of  the  child  tlic  mother,  t  he  cliicf  and  great  ohwct  of 

linom  its  attachments  above.    Our  next  tlie  obstetric  art.      In  fine,  my  desire 

alteniativc  was  aRuin  to  introduce  the  h  to  call  atieiuion  not  so  much  to  that 

hand  high  UD,  which,  when  aUcinpted  which  is  rare  as  that  which  is  useful, 

by  Mr.  Hopkmson,  he  felt  obstructed  imd  with  this  assurance  iHjrmit  me  to 

by  a  tense  subtance  or  tumor,  lodged  subscribe  mvself,  sir, 

at  the  bnnri  of  the  pelvis.     This  he  Your  obedient  servant, 

auoceeded  m  ruptunn^,  and  an  enor-  j,  Wuitskd. 

mous  discharge  of  fluid  was  the  im-  Wisbcach,  April  28,  i84S. 

mediate  result.  The  great  obstacle  being 

at  length  overcome,  instead  of  another  ^.^  -,„„ 

child,  the  remnant  or  mutilated  half  "^  ™^ 

was  instantly  brought  away,  and  the  DIFFERENCE  OF  THE  BILE  AS  IT 

uterns,  except  of  its  placenta,  emptieil.  FLOWS  FROM  THE  LIVER,  AND 

\^^  immediately  followed  the  dc-  THE  CYSTIC  BILE. 

livery,  but  from  this  our  pciticnt  rallied, 


and  the  stomach  fortunately  retaining 
the  wine  and  nourishment  wc  gave,  1 


By  George  Kemp,  M.D.  Cantub. 


rgoice  to  say  she  progressively  and 

permanently  did  well.  To  ike  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

The  tnmor  occupied  the  lower  region  o 

of  the  back,  was  constituted  of  watery  ' 

cjrsts,  and  their  aggregate  bulk  at  the  In  the  course  of  my  researches  on  the 

time  was  compared  to  that  of  a  full-  bile,  it  became  necessary  to  examine 

sised  adult  cranium.     Thus,  what  wc  the  nature  of  the  secretion  as  inimc- 

comidered  in  the  first  instance  un  evil  diately  given  ofl'  from  tlic  liver,  before 

greatly  to  be  deplored,  proved  in  the  its  entrance  into  the  gall-bladder.     It 

issue  an  advantage,  since  with  such  a  was    desirable    to    asoert  .iu,  in   fact, 

tumor  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  de-  whether  any  essential  difTerencc  exists 

liver  the  child  entire ;  or,  unruptured,  between  the  fluid  as  it  flows  from  the 

to  accomplish  delivery  at  all.  liver,  and  the  cystic  bile ;  and  it  was 

I  cannot  conclude  without  noticing  ho^M-'d  that,  by  establishing  the  exact 

the  fiyrmidable  effects  of  pressure  in  relation  which   subsists  between   the 

this  case — pressure  of  the  gravid  uterus  two,  we  might  obtain  a  more  accurate 

OD  the  subjacent  or  neighbouring  vis-  knowledge  of  the  real  nature  of  this 

cem.     I  have  already  instanced  the  important  body. 
dittietiing  sickness  which  the  patient       The  only  written  authority  which 

■iflered :  ccmstipation  proved  another  has  afibrded  me  any  assistance  on  the 

bue  of  equal  obstinacy :    despite  of  subject  is  the  Physiology  of  Professor 

■perieat  medicines  and  clysters  she  Midler,  which  contains  the  following 

Pisicd  the  whole  week  antecedent  to  sentence.  "  The  bile  which  flows  from 

Oer    delivery    without    the    slightest  the  liver  is  of  a  lighter  colour ;  that 

■Ivine  discharge :  the  bladder  had  lost  obtained  from  the  gall-bladder  is  less 

its  power  of  expulsion:  moreover,  the  fluid  and  greener,  on  account  of  the 

puns     she     suffered     from   the    dis-  more  fluid  part  having  been  absorbed, 
irasion 
it  may 
lating 
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Miillcr  is,  that  the  two  fluids  only  difier  of  soda.    Each  of  these  bodies,  there> 

from  each  other  in   the    diminished  fore,  is   principally  composed  of  an 

quantity  of  water,  and  in  (he  presence  electro-negative  body  in  combinjation 

of  mucus  in  the  cystic  bile.    This  is  with  soda ;  until,  however,  the  ultimate 

also    the  opinion  generally  received,  analysis  is  made,  it  cannot  be  decided 

The  following  results  of  actual  experi-  in  what  relation  these  bodies  stand  to 

ment  will  I  hope  be  considered  worthy  the  electro-negative  body  in  the  cystie 

of  perusal,  as  they  differ  so  essentially  bile,  but  I  hope  shortly  to  forward  you 

from  what  we  should  have  presumed  a  their  elementary  composition. 

priorif  and  as  adding  one  more  example  It  would  seem,  then,  from  the  above, 

of  the   necessity  of  extreme  caution  that  the  bile  of  the  ox,  at  least,  under- 

in  this  interesting  department  of  re-  goes  a  remarkable  change  in  the  gall* 

search.  bladder ;  and  it  seems  highly  probable 

The  whole  of  the  liver  of  an  ox,  with  that  what  has  been  usually  denomi- 

its  gall-bladder  attached,  was  obtained  nated  the  mucus  of  the  gall-bladder  is 

immediately  on  its  removal  from  the  an  important  agent  in   effecting  the 

animal ;  the  eall-bladder  was  carefully  change.    An  interesting  point  now  to 

separated,  ana  the  liver  placed  under  a  be  investigated  is,  under  what  condition 

jet  of  water  to  remove  the  secretion  does  the  bile  present  itself  in  animals 

from  the  larger  hepatic  ducts.    The  which  have  no  eall-bladder  P    Indeed, 

organ  was  then  cut  into  small  slices  to  make  the  subject  at  all  complete,  it 

and  placed  in  about  a  qusrt  of  distilled  will  be  necessary  to  commence  a  general 

water  for  some  hours,  the  object  of  research  into  the  nature  of  the  bile 

this  process  being  to  obtain  the  fluid  given  off  from  the  liver  in  animals  of 

contained  in  the  'smaller  branches  of  essentially  different  habits  and  stroc- 

the  ducts.    Having  strained  the  whole  ture. 

through  cloth,  a  fluid  was  obtained  Will  you  permit  me,  in  conclusion, 

strongly  coloured  with  blood,  and  con-  through  the  medium  of  your  pa^,  to 

taining,  of  course,  a  large  quantity  of  solicit  the  attention  of  the  profession  to 

uncoagulated  albumen.    The  fluid  was  one  point,  which  has,  I  believe,  now 

now  TOiled  for  an   hour,   and  again  been  clearly  made  out.     The  cystic 

strained  through  cloth,  and  the  result-  bile,  when  fresh,  and  in  a  perfectly 

ing  liquid  submitted  to  examination,  healthy  state*  is  always  neutral;    at 

No  reaction  was  produced  on  turmeric  least  this  is  the  result  of  manv  more 

paper;  it  was  totally  destitute  of  the  than   a  hundred  cases  which  I  have 

peculiarly  bitter  taste  so  characteristic  examined,  including  the  ox,  the  human 

of  cystic  bile,  though  highly  charged  bile,  the  bile  from  several  species  of 

with  yellow  colounng  matter.      The  monkey*,  the  tiger,  the  wolf*,  the  dog, 

smell  was  nauseous,  not  unlike  a  solu-  the  cat,  the  fox,  an  Indian  bull*,  and 

tion  of  glue,  but  not  in  the  slighest  de-  various  kinds  of  flsh,  so  that  this  pro- 

gree  resembling  that  of  the  bile  as  pertj  may  fairly  be  presumed  to  be  a 

usuallv  found  in  the  gall-bladder.  After  distinctive   mark  of   healthy  bile  in 

carefully  evaporating  the  fluid  to  dry-  graminivorous,  carnivorous,  and  omni- 

ness,  it  was  heated  with  alcohol,  sp.  vorous  animals, 

gr.  340,  by  which  the  yellow  colouring  I  have  only  met  with  three  excep* 

matter,  and  a  substance  (A),  was  dis-  tions  to  this  remark :   the  first  was  m 

solved.      The  residue  (B),  was  very  the  case  of  a  child  which  had  died 

carefully  washed  with  alcohol,  and  a  from  a  severe  burn ;    the  second  was 

rrtion  burned  on  the  platinum  knife,  that  of  an  Indian  bull,  in  which  the 

thought  that  this  residue  was  the  bile  was  so  putrid  that  it  was  unfit  fSor 

mucus  of  the  hepatic  ducts,  and  ex-  particular  examination ;  and  the  third 

pected  to  obtain  an  ash  of  phosphate  of  was  in  an  ox,  the  biliary  ducts  of  whicli 

lime ;  the  result,  however,  was  carbo-  were  completely  choked  up  with  an 

nate  of  soda.     It  will  be  remembered  insect  (Distoma  hepatica), 

that  the  aoueous  solution  of  this  body  It  would  be  but  a  very  trifling  sacri- 

was  neutral ;  it  is  therefore  an  electro-  fice  of  time  in  our  large  hospitals  to 

negative  body  in  combination  with  soda,  examine  the  bile  of  every  person  sub* 

The  alcoholic  solution,  also  neutral,  was  mitted  to  a  postmortem  examination 

now  evaporated  to  dryness,  and  a  por- 

tion  of  the  substance  (A),  burned  on  ♦.r„]?fi,^lf*^»Koli"i'"'*' TS*^A*^  J^'i?^ 

\  A*                     •     T     I.J.  ^      J         V        A  tamed  tnroQffn  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Clark,  Pro- 

platinum;   again  1  Obtained  carbonate  fessorof  Anatomy  in  this  University. 
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with  turmeric  paper*,  and  I  should  a  small  walnut,  very  tense,  and  per- 

esteem  it  a  great  favour  to  receive  any  fectly  black.    Upon  laying  it  open,  it 

addition  to  my  tables  on  this  subject  was  found  to  owe  a  great  part  of  its 

by  post.— I  remain,  sir,  size  to  the  presence  within  it  of  a 

Your  obedient  servant,  lars^  quantity  of  dark-coloured  blood, 

George  Kbmp,  M.D.  Cantab,  of  tne  consistence  of  treacle.  At  its  upper 

Sfi.  Vrter'B  Coltofe,  Cambridge,  part  was  a  small  rounded  mass,  also 

Mmj  1, 1S4S.  Quite  black,  and  irregular  to  the  touch. 

Several  coating^s  of  firm  fibrine  were 

^  *^^* "'  removed  from  its  surface,  and  in  its 

STRANGULATED  FEMORAL  centre  a  verv  small  portion  of  omentum 

HERNIA,  was  exposed,  having  a  dark  colour  but 

possessing     its    natural    consistence. 

in  wmcB  TH>  SAC  WAS  DisTENDiD  WITH  ^           «      j.  j  examination,   finding 

FLUID  BLOOD.  .-t}  t   \^       J  r  -P 

there  was  no  ooziuff  of  blood  from  its 

Bt  J.  ToTKBiB,  Esq.  F.R.S.  surface,  I  divided  the  stricture  at  Pou- 

flmtra  to  the  St.  Georice*i  and  St.  James*!       part's  ligament,  and  returned  the  pro- 

DUpensary.  trnded  i>art  into  the  abdominal  cavity. 

(Fbr  the  Medical  Gazette.)  No unfavourablesymptomssupervpued. 

Thcpatient  wjis  quite  recovered  in  three 


opportunity  of  publishing  the  following    ^^^  ^^  ^j^^  j  ^,f  ^y^^^^  ^^^^i„    ,  j^^ 

(mse,  which  displayed  some  peculian-  omentum,  are  likely  to  afford  some  em- 
ties  worthy  of  notice,  barrassment  to  an  operator  who  meets 
Mrs.  H.,«t.  50,  tall  and  thin,  and  who  ^.^i^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^.^^^  ^^hout 
had  been  losing  flesh  for  six  months,  ^.  ^^,^^^  ^^  ^j^^  probability  of  their 
was  seixed  with  a  pam  m  the  right  existence 
fl;TOin  whilst  exerting  herself  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  of  Fel)rimr>'  28ih. 
The  pain  was  very  acute  for  Rome  time, 
but  it  gradmlly  disappeared.  Towards 
evening  the  usual  symptoms  of  siran- 
ffiilatea  hernia  presented  themselves 
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and  on  retiring  to  bed  a  swellinc^  was        To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette, 
perceived  in  the  riehl  groin,  which  was  sir, 


the  pain  and  nckness  had  conRiderably  ,  geiulomcn  to  make  trial  of  its 

increased,  and  she  suddenly  fainted,  ..^^s  ^u  this  country,  mav  I  request 

when  my  attendance  was   requested.  ^.^^^  ^^    .^          ^^^^^^^  ^l^j  f^u^j^.j^g 

Upon  examination  I  found  a  tumor  in  ^.j^.^ti^,,*'       ^                                         ^ 

the  right  groin,  of  the  size  of  a  small  ^j^^  apocuHum  raunahimim  is  sold  in 

hen's  egg,  produced  bvafcmoral  henna;  London  unflrr  the  name  of  "Indian 

it  was  remarkably  hard  and  mcom-  j          ,,     a  is  a  native  of  Canada  and 

preMible,  and  its  sire  was  not  at  all  Virginia,  and  has  no  resemblance  to 

diminithed  by  the  application  of  the  ^^^^\^^  hemi»,  except  in  possessing  a 

taxis.     An   operation   was    therefore  tough  tibrons  bark,  which  is  applicable 

determined  upon,  which  I  performed  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  purposes  in  the  arts.     In 

the  aame  evening,  with  the  kind  ashis-  ^^^  ^  ^  Pharmacopoeia  it  is  termed 

tance  of  my  colleague,  Mr.  Chapman.  ,.  j^^j^^  Hemp."    The  officinal  part  is 

Nothing  unusual  presented  Itself  in  the  ^,^^,            ^.^^^^y^  .^  j^^erfuUy  emetic 

rtepsofthe  operation  until  the  hernial  ^^^^j  cathartic.    But  the  part  which  I 

exposed ;  it  was  of  the  size  of  ^^^^.^  ^^^^  supplied   as  Indian  hemp 


«  AllvtMtli«thelliilditla  alwaya  deairable    consists  of  the  leaves  and  the  follicles 
WMhthatart-pwerwigdWiUttlwatw.aitte    f^i\^^  ^-i^h  numerous  silky  seeds,     k% 
ta«rtur«ftl,aWl.i.oUiefw-.ptto    ^he  folUcles aic *2 lo ^i  Vxiciv^ W^. ^^ 
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the  silky  seeds  are  abundant,  they  can  short  of  this,  yet  something  very  good, 

hardly  have  escaped  the  notice  of  those  ^m  have  been  attained ;  and  that,  in 

who  may  have  inadvertently  used  this  ^^^^  ^^  g^^  generations,  a  beUef  in  the 

article  under  the  idea  that  it  was  the    ^^.^^  «^,.w««  ^-r«  J  «f ^u    -^• 

hemp  from  India.    The  true  Indian  wonder-working  powers  of  quack  medi- 

hemp,  or  "  gunjat,"    is  our  common  cines  will  rank  with  a  belief  in  witch« 

hemp ;  and  consists  of  the  flowering  craft,  and  be  found  only  in  remote 

branches,  two  or  three  feet  lon^,  nearly  districts  and  among  uninstructed  per- 

destitute   of  leaves,  and  having  the  »^,,    ,      „^„„i  ^f  ^k-    l.I 

flowers  and  fruit  (hemp-seed)  agglu-  ^^^^'    Till  the  amval  of  this  happy 

tinated  together  by  the  resinous  secre-  era,  we  must  put  our  trust  m  reasoning, 

tion.    As  the  most  powerful  antispas-  and  in  diffusing  a  knowledge  of  the 

modic  properties  have  been  aUnbuted  powers  of  medicines  and  of  the  stroctuie 

L?t?aon.'ardl^n^n  and  functions  of  the  human  body ,  for 

consequence  of  the  employment  of  a  medical  dissent  can  no  more  be  quelled 

wrong  article.    I  am  not  aware  that  by  prosecutions  and  prohibitions  than 

any  real  Indian  hemp  is  at  present  in  theological  speculations  can  be  perma- 

this  countiy  except  the  supply  recently  ^^^^^     ^^^^^  ^     thumbscrews  and 

brought  bv  Dr.  (yShaughnessy,  and  .•  ,    *  * 

left^th  Mr.  Squire,  of  Oxford  Street.  Conventicle  Acts. 

We  have  at  present  little  experience  of  The  analogy  may  be  carried  further ; 

the  medicinal  properties   of  English  forthough,  in  every  unenslaved  country, 

hemp.  A  hotter  climate,  a  more  intense  freedom  implies  discussion,  and  diacus- 

light^  and  a  different  soil,  may  give  to  .                ^                       ' 

it  properties  which  are  scarcely  de-  "«"  necessarily  produces  dissent,  still 

veloped  in  this  country,    but  as    the  overmuch  dissent  is  a  reproach  to  the 

resinous  secretion  is  not  wanting  here,  creed  of  the  majority :  and  thus  a  deluge 

it  appears  deserving  of  a  careful  trial.  ^f  quackery  impUes  something  rotten  in 

"^Yo^  obedient  servant,  ^^^  profession  which  it  supersedes.     It 

T.  J.  Farre,  M.D.  shows  that  legitimate  practitioners  err 

Curxon  Street,  May  1, 1843.  in  theory  or  in  practice.    Either  they 

I         — :  cannot  explain  the  principles  on  which 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  ^^^^  ^'»  ^^  ^^^^   cannot  cure  tutd^ 

celeriter,  et  jucundi ;    or,  perchance, 

Friday,  May  5, 1843.  they  take  a  leaf  from  their  adversaries' 

—  book,  and  copy  the  errors  against  which 

"  Licet  omnibas,  licet  etiam  mihi,  dii^itatem  they  declaim. 

ArtitSiediea  taeri;  potestat  modo  veniendi  in  a_  cv-rklanofi/^^  rsf  ♦!»:«  «»k:»<.4^  a.^^ 

pubUcam  ait.  diceudi  periculum  non  recuao."  ^^  explanation  of  this  subject  from 

Cicero,  time  to  time,  for  the  benefit  of  the  laity, 
must  do  good ;  and  we  are,  therefore, 

QUACK  MEDICINES.  pleased  to  find  it  discussed  in  a  tem- 

To  suppose  the  extinction  of  quackery  perate  and  rational  manner  by  Dr.  T.  G. 

is  almost  to  presuppose  the  arrival  of  Wright.    His  essay  was    lately  read 

the  millennium;  for  we  must  either  before    the    Mechanics'    Institute   at 

imagine  disease  to  have  disappeared  Wakefield,  and  has  since  appeared  in 

from  the  world,  or  the  art  of  medicine  the  shape  of  a  pamphlet, 

to  have  obtained  such  miraculous  per-  A  great  part  of  it  consists  in  a  com- 

fection  that  the  most  impatient  patient  mentary  on  some  popular  errors, 

could  never  be  driven  by  despair  to  Thus,  it  is  commonly  fancied  that 

consult  the  quack  instead  of  the  phy-  illness  assumes  a  certain  number  of 

sician.    Yet  it  is  possible  to  imagine  unalterable  forms,  as  well  defined  as 

that,  with  another  century  or  so  of  the  provinces  of  a  nicely-coloured  map ; 

education  and  discussion,  something  here  jaundice  all  yellow,  and  there 
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apoplexy  all  red ;  in  this  comer  Dropsy  this,  the  extremes  of  refinement  and  of 
displaying  his  bloated  belly,  and  in  coarseness  make  a  decided  practical 
that  one  Mania  shaking  her  iron  chain,  difference  between  the  old  and  the  new 
The  smallest  disease  that  takes  rank  in  school,  and  destroy  the  historical  de- 
onr  nosologies  is  supposed  to  be  distinct  fence  of  the  latter ;  just  as  a  man  who 
and  i'Bmntable ;  he  that  runs  may  read  attempts  to  open  a  vein  with  an  oyster- 
them  I  and  to  confound  one  with  another  knife  cannot  feirly  allege  in  his  de- 
would  argue  the  most  culpable  blind-  fence  that  it  is  a  cutting  instrument  as 
ness!  Moreover,  it  is  thought  by  the  much  as  a  lancet. 
ignohUe  vulpus  of  various  ranks,  that  Again,  it  is  a  popular  error  to  attri- 
each  skilful  practitioner  has  a  choice  bute  too  much  to  causes  inherent  in 
•election  of  remedies,  good  for  particular  the  constitution  of  the  patient,  and  too 
diseases,  and  that  doctor  differs  from  little  to  external  agents.  Much  is  said 
doctor  chiefly  in  the  rare  disposition  of  of  the  biliousness  of  his  temperament, 
tins  ideal  medicine-chest.  and  little  of  the  causes  which  have 

Diagnosis,  in  short,  goes  for  nothing  made  and  keep  him  so.    In  other  words, 

in  vulgar  estimation,  and  remedies  for  Hygiene,  the  best  and  safest  portion  of 

every  thing.     Hence  it  is  supposed  medicine,  is  little  regarded  by  the  com- 

that  one  practitioner  can  transmit  or  mon  people,  and  forms  no  part  of  the 

even  sell  his-  skill  to  another ;   and  quack-medicine  system. 

hence,  too,  &mily  recipes  good  for  the  Another  mistake,  and  a  very  frequent 

gout,  dropsy,  or  what  not,  are  handed  one,  is  to  confound  the  symptom  with 

down  from  one  generation  to  another,  the  disease,  and  to  suppose  that  two 

in  sober,  steady,  mistaken  families.  similar  aches  or  uncomfortable  states 

We  cannot  agree,  however,  with  Dr.  must  necessarily  be  relieved   by  the 

Wright,  in  confounding  the  doctrine  same  remedy.    How  can  they,  if  they 

of  the  empirics  of  old  with  medicine  as  arise   from    totally   different   causes  ? 

practised  by  modem  quacks  or  dilet-  Can  the  headaches  of  Congerro,  who  is 

ianii.    The  empirics,  though  rejecting  an  alderman,  and  of  Irus,  who  inhabits 

the  theories  on  wliich  medicine  had  a  Union  Workhouse,  require  the  same 

been  based,  adopted  all  the  refinements  treatment  ?    Assuredly  not.    Yet  we 

of  treatment  which  had  been  sanctioned  must  believe  this,  if  we  believe  the 

by  experience;   while  the  blunderers  advertisements  of  the  infallible  Maltese 

whom  Dr.  Wright  castigates  merely  eli?cir.    Perhaps,   however,    the   most 

prescribe  for  a  score  or  two  of  diseases,  extravagant  of  all  the  opinions  current 

or  rather  of  names.  on  this  subject  is  the  belief  that  many 

We  cannot  allow  my  Lady  Bountiful  or  any  quacks  have  discovered  drugs 

to  suppose  that  she  belongs   to   the  good  for  this  or  that  distemper.    This 

ancient  and  honoured  sect  of  empirics,  is  unquestionably  the  wildest  of  all  the 

though  she  may  be  an  empiric  in  the  fictions  touching  nostrums  with  which 

modem  sense.  the  public  is  bewildered.    Your  cold 

The  old  sect  consisted  of  educated  and  calculating  quack  may  select  some 

men,  to  whom  the  registers  of  medicine  well-known  combination  of  medicines, 

were  open,  and  who  profited  by  the  provide  it  with  a  stamp,  and  puff  it  as 

mistakes,  as  well  as  by  the  discoveries,  a  panacea  for  every  mortal  ill ;  but  as 

of  their  predecessors ;  the  modem  one  for  imagining  such  a  fellow  to  be  among 

is  made  up  of  blunderers,  unwilling,  or  the   honourable   band  of  discoverers, 

naable,  to  be  taught   either   by  the  one  might  as  well  imagine  a  caricaturist 

Hiing  or  the  dead.    Independently  of  rivalling  Michael  Angelo. 
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Many  of  the  remedies  which  are  ad-  three  or  four,  or  even  ten  or  twenty, 
vertised  are  external  applications,  and  might  be  considerably  benefited  by 
it  would  be  a  good  beginning,  in  the  in-  them.  Only  twenty !  we  should  hare 
struction  of  the  laity,  to  teach  them  put  down  a  thousand  as  much  nearer 
what  can  be  done  medicinally  in  the  the  mark.  Could  the  PiL  Rhei  C.  hit 
shape  of  salve  or  unguent.  The  surgeon  the  mark  only  four  times  in  a  thcmsand? 
can  stunnlate,  or  soothe,  or  simply  Nay ,  we  really  think  that  the  chance  of 
protect  an  ulcerated  surface ;  but  the  benefit  to  be  obtained  out  of  any  re- 
healing  herbs  of  the  old  romances  have  spectable  medicine  taken  by  accident, 
vanished  and  left  no  successors.  from  Aconitum  to  Zingiber,  most  be 

A    very    signal    triumph    of    nos*  represented  by  a*  larger  fraction  than 

trums  over  common  sense,  consists,  no  1^7* 

doubt,  in  universal  specifics,  in  which,  But  boundless  fame  is  within   the 

as  Dr.    Wright   says,    "  the    mighty  reach  of  these  same  PiL  Rhei  C,  dis- 

genius  of  quackery  delights  to  revel."  guised,  peradventure,  under  the  name 

Every  Friday,  it  seems,  the  market  of  of  the  Bala  Hissar  pills,  the  recipe  for 

Wakefield  is  visited  by  a  pillmonger  of  which  was  found,  as  the  advertisement 

the  comprehensive    class,    who  cries  might  affirm,  "  in  the  baggage  of  an 

out,    "  In    any   case  whatsoever,    no  AfFghan  chief !" 

matter  what  the  case  may  be,  if  you  "  It  may  be,"  says  Dr.  Wright, "  that 

are  afflicted,  only  take  my  medicine  and  a  not- very-clever  medical  man  has  been 

you  are  sure  to  be  cured  !"  previously  consulted,   or  that  one  of 

Now,  what  is  the  cause  of  all  this  P  greater  repute  has  been  misled  in  the 

What  is  the  reason  that  quackery  is  so  case ;  and  if  so,  there  is  no  end  to  the 

much  more  prevalent  in  medicine  than  glory  of  the  fortunate  pills." 

in  any  other  art?    The  reason  is  a  Hence  it  appears  that  the  quack- 

siniple  one,  and  though  we  have  stated  salver  has  two  advantages  of  which  it 

it  before,  it  will  bear  telling  again,  would  be  difficult  to  deprive  him.   The 

The  reason,  then,  is,  that  nature  is  to  a  one  is,  that  he  is  patronized  by  natare, 

certain  extent  the  support  of  the  chjur-  who  in  the  cure  of  disease  backs  every 

latan  ;  and  while  a  quack  or  imaginary  thing,  and  every  body  ;  the  other  is, 

engineer  could  not  make  even  a  bad  that  medicines  given  blindfold  must 

railway,  the  medical  quack,  or  imagi-  sometimes  do  good,  especially  if  they 

nary  doctor,  will  not  always  prevent  the  are  purgatives.    Nevertheless,  the  final 

disease   from    getting  well.      Nature  though  distant  extinction  of  quackery 

^ures  fevers,  but  makes  no  tunnels,  is  to  be  hoped  for ;  it  forms  a  fragment 

Again,  although  it  is  a  sad  thing  to  of  that   final  triumph  of  reason  and 

be  rednced  by  poverty  or  by  folly  to  virtue  which  is  the  secret  consolation  of 

take  drugs  at  random,  yet  it  is  by  no  every  philanthropist. 
means  the  case  that  random  shots  miss 

every  time.    This  is  especially  true  of  ^R*  LATHAM, 

purgatives.     Hence  we  think  that  Dr.  <^^  '**  Medical  Gazette,) 

Wright  has  overstated  his  case  in  one  ^^^^  ^^^j,  ^^  ^j^jJT.^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

respect.     He  supposes  a  prescription  Dr.  Latham,  senior,  in  his  82d  year.  He 

for  some  common  aperient  pills  to  be  was  the  father  of  the  College  of  Phy- 

taken  from  a  physician's  table;  and  the  sicians.    None  of  his  immediate  con- 

medicine  to  ^  administe^d  indiscri-  J^iCT;  ^  "-   ^J-^^-'t  '.U 

mmately  to  five  thousand  patients  j  past  away.     He  had  himself  long  re- 

and  he  thinks  it  not  improbable  that  tired  from  the  world,  so  that  of  the 
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physicians  now  in  active  practice  few  in  the  bladder.    Under  this  he  sank 

eould  have  known  him.     ict  he  was  and  died.  * 

eminent  in  his  time,  and  en  joyed  a  large        The  fame  of  physicians,  except  of 

share  of  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  few  in  any  age  who  have  pushed 

mankind.  forward  the  boundaries  of  phybiological 

Half  a  century  ago  there  were  three  and  pathological  knowledge,  docs  not 

physicians  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos-  outlive  the  recollection  of  those  who 

pital,  who,  each  in  succession  and  each  kuew  them,  or  have  derived  benefit 

early  in  life,  and  unaided  except  by  from  their  skill  and  care.    Those  who 

their  own  strenuous  industry  and  talent,  knew  Dr.  Latham,  both  his  patients 

ran  a  rapid  career  of  success.    These  and  his  fellow  physicians,  speak  of  him 

were,  Dr.  David  Pitcmm,  Dr.  Austin,  with  great  esteem  and  aliection.    His 

and  Dr.  Latham.    The  fortunes  of  all  ^latients  remember  the  confidence  and 

three  were  ^culiar  and  instructive.  encouragement  which  accompanied  his 

Dr.  Austin,  in  the  midst  of  great  addresi;,    his    sincerity,    his   stmight- 

buftineai  and  the  brightest  prosi)Ccts,  forwardness,  and  his  liberality:   and 

was  cut  off  by  a  fever  at  the  age  of  there  are  physicians,  now  grey-headed, 

forty.  who  8i)eaK  of  the  kindness  and  coun- 

Dr.  Pitcairn,  between  40  and  50,  had  tenance  they  received  from'  him  in  the 

his  prosperity  arrested  b}^  lioimoptysis,  days  of  their  youth. 
and  retired  to  Lisbon  in  search    of       But  the  highest  virtues  of  i^ood  men 

hi-altfa.    He  returned  to  a  less  practice  are  unseen  by  the  world  while  they 

but  an  undiminished  reputation,  and  live ;  and  are  kept  sacred  for  tiie  solace 

died  about  his  60th  year  from  acute  in-  and  contemplation    of   their   families 

flammation  of  the  larynx.  when  they  die.    More,  therefore,  need 

Dr.  Latham,  at  the  aee  of  4(>,  was  not  be  said  of  Dr.  Latham,  except  that 
worn  out  by  the  hard  labour  of  his  he  was  singularly  tem^ierate,  when  tem- 
early  auccest.  He  was  believed  to  be  perance  was  hardly  yet  thought  to  be  a 
con8umptive,and  retired  into  the  coun-  virtue;  he  was  most  pure  in  life  and 
try  (it  was  thought)  to  die.  But  he  conversation,  when  to  nave  been  other- 
recovered,  and  returned  to  town,  and  wise  would  have  provoked  no  censure ; 
resumed  the  exercise  of  his  profession,  and  he  was  not  ashamed  to  be  religious. 
He  felt,  however,  that,  if  ne  was  to  when  religion  had  yet  no  rccommenda- 
kcep  the  health  he  had  regained,  he  tion  or  countenance  from  the  world. 
most  never  again  put  it  to  the  same        _ 

"^rdingly  he   now   removed  far  ^OYAL  MEDICAL  &  CUIRURGICAL 

away  from  the  sphere  of  his  former  SOCIETY. 

business.    He  left  Bedford  Row,  and  April  35,  is  is. 

settled  in  Harley  Street.     And  here.  The  President  in  the  Chair. 

for  twenty  years,  he  enjoyed,  with  a  

more  moderate  practice,  a  larger  share  Ccuet  of  Strangulated  Hernia  reduced  en 
of  health  than  he  had  known  during  maiwe,  with  obneivationa.  By  J.  Lukk, 
the  days  of  his  greater  labour  and  Ei^q*  Surgeon  to  the  London  and  St. 
ffreater  aucceSb.  Luke's  Hospitals ;  and  Lecturer  on  Sur- 

In  the  year  1814,  Dr.  Latham  was        er^ry.     [Communicated   by  Sir  B.    C: 
elected  President  of  the  College.    In       Brodie,  Bart.] 

1816,  he  founded  the  Medical  Benevo-  In  this  paper  the  object  of  the  author  is  to 

lent  Society.     He  contnbuted  several  show  that  the  reduction  of  a  strangulated 

epers    on    practical  subjects   to    the  ke™ia  ««  iwawi,  although  rare,  is  not  so 

edical    Transactions.     In    1809,    he  infrequent  as  U  generally  supposed ;  and  that 

wrote  a  small  volume  entitled,  "  Facts  theoccurrence  should  be  considered  wcom^ 

and  Opinions  concerning  Diabetes."  "^'^^Y"  f*»«  '''f}'''^  ™f  °f  probabilities  of 

In  1829.  having  reached  his  68th  f^rK**?*  P™f  ^^-  ,^^  ^^f  *^V\^  "f^  °^ 

-rir    .u       ?c      11     1  r*   T       i  this  description,   two  of  which   bad   been 

year.  Dr.  Latham  finally  left  London.  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  treatment.    In  these  the 

Fonrtewi  years  of  life  yet  remained  to  j^^^j^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

him.     For  two-thirds  of  this  period  he  through  the  parietes,  into  the  abdominal 

enjoyed  the   comforts  which  are  sliU  cavity,  with  the  contents  strangulated ;  and 

within  the  reach  of  a  vigorous  old  age.  as  no  swelling  was   perceptible,  while  the 

For  the    last  third  was  reserved   the  usual  symptoms  of  strangulation  cQii<iQ5icd^ 

Bhaipest  of  all  bodilv  afflictions,    the  tbe  diagnosis  was  TeudfiTede\\x^Tcv<^lcj^MR»x«. 

bmmtiaa  and  gradual  increase  of  stone  The  author  gives  tVie  d«X«i\A  ol  >^  x^i^ 
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which  occurred  in  his  own  pracdce ;  and  of  moderately  stout  conformatioii  and 
describes  minutely  the  steps  of  the  operation  §^ine  temperament ;  complezioD  natanlly 
which  he  performed  in  each.  In  one  case,  florid,  but  since  his  illness  has  been  much 
owing  to  the  deceptive  nature  of  the  symp-  paler,  and  rather  sallow  ;  parents  both  living 
toms,  and  absence  of  external  tumor,  the  and  both  healthy,  as  well  as  eight  brotiieiB 
operation  was  deferred  too  long,  and  the  and  sisters ;  is  single,  and  of  regular  sober 
patient  died.  On  eiamination,  the  hernial  habits ;  is  a  sailor,  and  has  made  several 
sac  was  found  to  occupy  a  considerable  space  voyages  to  India,  Australia,  fitc.  as  steward, 
just  within  the  abdominal  parieties,  in  the  His  health  was  always  good  tiH  December 
vicinity  of  the  internal  ring ;  the  fundus  lay  1841,  when  he  was  returning  from  the  East 
a  little  below  its  level,  towards  the  cavity  of  Indies ;  at  this  time  he  was  seized  with 
the  pelvis ;  while  the  neck,  still  contracted,  headache,  feverishness,  burning  pains  in 
so  as  obviously  to  have  been  the  original  various  parts,  diarrhoea,  &c.  and  alter  these 
seat  of  stricture,  was  between  three  and  four  symptoms  had  lasted  about  three  days  a 
inches  distant  from  the  situation  of  the  ring,  severe  attack  of  quotidian  ague  came  on ; 
and  lay  in  an  upward  direction  towards  the  the  paroxysms  coming  on  in  the  evening 
umbilicus.  The  whole  sphacelated  contents  with  violent  shivering,  &c.  and  ending  on  the 
were  empty,  collapsed,  and  in  a  pulpy  state,  following  morning  witii  sweating.  Tbe  ague 
In  the  second  case,  the  result  of  the  operation  lasted  for  eight  or  ten  weeks  altogether,  but 
was  successful.  In  describing  its  stages,  the  during  the  last  three  or  four  weeks  the  pa- 
author  mentions  that  before  the  hernial  sac  roxysms  were  irregular  in  their  occurrence, 
could  be  reached  it  was  necessary  to  lay  coming  on  every  third  or  fourth  day,  ind 
open  the  inguinal  canal  bydividing  the  tendon  the  intervals  gradually  lengthened  till  the 
of  the  external  oblique  muscle.  Near  the  paroxysms  ceased  to  recur.  In  February 
external  ring  the  spermatic  cord  was  seen  he  reached  St.  Helena,  and  vras  then  sub- 
lying  bare,  or  only  covered  with  a  little  fat.  jected  to  a  regular  course  of  mercury,  and 
It  was  only  when  the  finger  was  passed  severely  salivated,  and  since  that  time  he 
through  the  internal  ring  (the  firm  borders  has  never  had  a  rqg;ular  fit  of  ague.  During 
of  which  were  distinctly  perceptible),  and  the  whole  attack  he  had  suffered  most  from 
pressed  a  little  more  deeply  within  the  pain  in  the  left  hypochondriac  region ;  it 
abdomen,  that  a  round  tense  tumor  could  was  diminished  after  the  salivation,  but  has 
be  felt,  which  was  found  to  be  the  hernial  never  left  him  entirely ;  the  salivation  was 
sac.  The  internal  ring  was  cut  through,  and  attended  with  great  swelling  of  the  face,  and 
this  allowed  the  sac  to  be  drawn  downwards ;  he  continued  to  spit  a  great  deal  for  two  or 
when  it  was  opened,  the  stricture  divided,  and  three  weeks,  after  which  time  he  gradually 
the  bowel  returned  into  the  abdomen.  The  regained  his  strength  and  resumed  his  work, 
author  concludes  his  paper  by  adding  obser-  In  the  beginning  of  April  he  was  much 
Tadons  on  the  propriety,  in  doubtful  cases  exposed  to  cold  and  wet,  owing  to  rough 
of  strangulated  hernia,  of  performing  an  ex-  weather,  and  he  was  attacked  with  pain  in 
ploring  operation  to  ascertain  the  exact  various  parts  of  his  body,  especially  in  the 
nature  of  the  case.  He  points  out,  at  con-  knees  and  ankles,  attended  with  swelling, 
siderable  length,  the  various  conditions  of  redness,  Sec.  and  at  the  same  time  there 
the  parts  in  the  inguinal  canal,  from  which,  appeared  a  number  of  dark  red  or  purple 
when  taken  along  with  the  history  of  the  spots  on  the  shin-bones,  and  afterwards 
case,  the  surgeon  may  judge  whether  the  small  hard  swellings ;  the  gums  were  swollen 
hernial  sac,  with  the  bowel  strangulated  and  bled  on  the  least  touch ;  the  urine  was 
within  it,  has  been  forced  into  the  abdominal  very  high  coloured,  and  on  three  occasions 
cavity,  and  expresses  his  opinion  tliat  such  it  resembled  blood,  and  his  mouth  now 
an  operation  will  not  involve  the  patient  in  swelled  again.  He  landed  on  the  29th  of 
much  additional  danger.  April,  and  for  a  few  days  seemed  better,  but 


on  the  third  he  walked  about  a  great  deal, 

FELLOWES'  CLINICAL  PRIZE  ^^  °"  **^«  fourth  the  pain  in  the  side  be- 

REPORTS  **"^^  greatly  increased;    the  legs  swelled, 

and  the  rheumatic  pains  iu  the  limbs  re- 

By  Alfreo  J.  Tapsok.  turned,  and  he  was  brought  to  the  hospital 

Univeraity  Collei^e  Hospital,  1842.  to-day  (May  6th)  with  the  following  symp- 

[Continued  from  p.  104.]  toms. 

■  The  surface  of  the  body  generally  is  warm 
Case   X.SplenitU  TV  coming  on  after  ^'^^^'"oist;   face  pale,  rather  sallow,  and  has 
intermiiientfever ;  with  rheumatisfn  and  ^^^"^^^^  «"  anxious  expression ;  the  gums 
tigm  of  incipient phthisit.     The  splenitis  *^  ^PO^gy ,  and  the  teeth ,  he  says,  are  loose  ; 
cured  by  leeches,  blistering,  and  mer-  *°"K"5  *'^c*"-     He  complains  of  a  severe 
cury,  Sf^c,  stabbing  pain  in  the  left  hypochondriac  re- 
„               __  gion,  extending  forward   to  the  umbilicua 
EnvvARD  Morgan,  a-t.  23,  admitted  May  and  backwards  towards  the  spine,  much  in- 
to, 1842,  under  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson.     A  man  creased  by  pressure  a.w«\.  V^-^  Vj'\tv^  «tv  the 
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right  aide ;  ia  the  latter  poiition  there  is 
a  anfging  MniBtkm  in  addition  to  the  sharp 
pain  aborei  it  ii  also  worse  after  taking  food ; 
he  feds  moat  easy  when  lying  on  the  back 
im»iin»il  to  the  Idft  side ;  he  also  has  pains 
in  the  kneea,  ankles,  shins,  &c. ;  the  ankles 
«re  sU^btly  swollen,  and  pit  on  preesnre ; 
hu  had  a  alight  cough  for  the  liuit  two  or 
time  wedn,  with  expectoration  of  mucus ; 
poise  84,  small,  not  resisting ;  bowels  re- 
folar;  urine  rather  pale;  sp.  gr.  1009; 
Kftkm  add,  not  albuminous. 

PikyviM/  Miffnf. — Percussion  rather  dull 
under  tha  right  davicle  and  in  the  right 
■Bpn-aesfralar  fossa,  as  compared  with  the 
Hme  parts  on  the  left  side;  and  in  the 
Mme  ritwitiCTis  the  respiration  is  bronchial, 
and  brondiophony  is  heard.  The  sounds 
aodSmpobe  of  tlM  heart  are  natural,  and 
there  ia  no  morbid  sound.  The  dulness  in 
tlw  Idi  hypocfaondrium,  in  the  region  of  the 
wplem,  i  cooriderably  extended,  reaching 
froBi  about  an  indi  and  a  half  below  the  left 
nippla  almost  down  to  the  left  groin— a  dis- 
tanee  of  eidit  faiches.  It  reaches  forwards 
neariy  to  &  umbilicus,  and  backwards  to 
witibin  about  three  inches  of  the  spine. 

Admofentor  Hinid.   z^.  parti  dolenti 

lateris. 
|L  CaloaeL ;  Antim.  Potassio-Tart. ;  Opii, 

nngulomm,  gr.  t},     M.  ft.  pil.  vj. 

Sumatar  una  8t&  qu&que  hor&. 
{L  Pbtasi,  Mitrat.  gr.  zt.  ;  Mist.  Camph. 

I^isi.  It  haust.  inter  sing.  dos.  pilul. 
Low  diet. 


8th. — The  leedies  alleviated  the  pain  in 
the  side  almost  as  soon  as  they  had  been 
applied ;  it  is  now  much  easier,  and  there  is 
Ins  tenderness  on  pressure. 

9th. — He  now  feels  the  pain  at  times 
only,  and  then  not  severe.  He  can  lie  on 
the  right  side  wiUiout  increasing  pain.  The 
eslent  of  dninrss  in  the  side  in  much  the 
aame,  except  that  it  does  not  seem  to  ex- 
tend qute  so  far  forward.  Looks  and  feels 
won  oomfintable.  The  pains  in  the  limbs 
are  easier,  and  the  oedema  of  the  ankles  is 
afaaoat  gone ;  cough  less ;  pultte  natural ; 
bowels  open ;  urine  increased  in  quantity ; 
BBtual  in  colour;  sp.  gr.  lOlC;  not  olbu- 
■iiMNia. 

10th. — Vo  pain  in  the  side  now ;  has  an 
achiiy  pdn  in  the  epigastrium,  and  bowels 
rtfiier  oonnned. 

R  HanaL  puigans  niger  q.  p.  sumendus. 

nrgat  In  usu  pil.  et  Haust.  Salin. 

Applicetnr  EmpUst.  Cantharid.  parti  do- 
lenti, et  coreturparsTesicata  Unguento 
Hydraigyn. 

12th. — ^Therizeof  the  spleen,  as  ascer- 
tained by  pcicnision,  is  greatly  diminished  ; 
It  only  reaches  now  to  about  three  inchen 
tiieleft  nipple^  and  its  extent  is  di- 


minished in  otlier  directions  also.  No  pains 
in  the  limbs;  feels  rather  weak.  The 
mouth  is  sore,  gums  tender,  some  salivation, 
and  the  mercurial  foetor  is  perceptible. 
Bowels  open.  Urine  rather  scanty ;  sp.  gr. 
1012,  clear,  not  albuminous. 

Sumatur  pilula  nocte  maneque  vice  ter  die. 

14th. — Quite  free  from  pun  ;  the  side  is 
quite  raw  from  the  mercurial  ointment, 
mouth  very  tender,  and  salivation  pretty 
considerable ;  urine  plentiful ;  reaction  acid  ; 
sp.  gr.  1010 ;  clear ;  rendered  cloudy  by 
heat  and  nitric  add ;  and  on  standing  a 
predpitate  of  albumen  falls. 

Sumatur  pilula  omni  nocte  tantum. 

16th. — The  face  is  swelled  considerably, 
espedaily  the  left  side  of  it.  The  tongue  is 
also  swelled,  rendering  articulation  indis- 
tinct. The  discharge  of  saliva  is  abundant, 
and  there  is  a  little  blood  mixed  with  it,  ap- 
parently coming  from  the  gums;  bowels 
open  ;  urine  very  turbid,  and  deposits  a  very 
copious  pinkish  sediment  of  the  lithates ; 
sp.  gr.  1027 ;  reaction  strongly  add,  not 
albuminous. 

Omitt.  piluloe  et  Uug.  Hydrarg.     Dress 

the  side  with  water-dressing. 
Rl  Liq.    Plumb.    Diocet.  f^iss. ;    Aquae, 

f5viij.  ft.  gargarisma  siepe  utend. 

1 7th. — Swelling  less  on  the  left  side  of 
the  face,  and  the  tongue  also  is  less  swelled  ; 
it  has  a  bluckish  crust  on  it,  and  some  of 
this  matter,  which  probably  is  altered  blood, 
is  mixed  with  the  saliva. 

Sumatur  Haust.  Salin.  Sik  qq.  bora. 

It  Liq.   Plumb.  Diacet.   fjj. ;    Sp.  Vini 

Rectif.   r^ij. ;    Aquae,   Qviij.     M.  ft. 

lotio  pro  ore  subinde  utenda. 

19th. — The  swelling  very  much  less,  and 
also  the  salivation  :  tlie  pain  and  tenderness 
are  completely  gone  from  the  left  side,  and 
he  can  bear  firm  percussion  without  pain 
being  felt.  Tlic  dulness  is  much  less  ex- 
tensive, reaching  only  up  to  the  8th  rib,  so 
that  tliere  is  a  clear  space  of  more  than 
three  inches  below  the  nipple.  In  other 
directions  also  the  dulness  is  diminished, 
but  less  so.  Urine  very  turbid,  with  a 
pinkish  sediment,  soluble  in  ammonia  or 
liq.  ])otas:«ic,  or  by  licat.  The  addition  of 
an  equal  volume  of  nitric  ocud  to  some  of  the 
urine  causes  the  formation  of  a  number  of 
crystals  of  nitrate  of  urea  on  cooling. 

23d. — Face  and  tongue  nearly  natural  in 
size,  and  salivation  very  trifling ;  gums  ra- 
ther pale,  and  tongue  looks  spongy,  and  is 
pitted  on  the  margin ;  has  no  pain  any- 
where ;  can  lie  on  eitlicr  side  without  incon- 
venience ;  bowels  regular ;  urine  plentiful 
and  natund. 

Physio.ll  signs  much  the  same  as  on  the 
6th  instant.     TUc  cxvuaNAOu  \%  Vi>aA.  ^3x\ 
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proloiiged  in  the  same  iituitions  u  the  ipleeo,  from  it»  incree^d  liie  and  ^jdi^ 
bronchial  respiration  and  bronchophony,  produced  a  dragging  ienMtion,  aa  tbondi 
The  left  lide  of  the  abdomen  feela  much  there  had  been  a  weight  bangmg  from  tlie 
■ofter,  and  more  flaccid.  The  dulnew  on  left  ride.  The  riae  of  the  spleen  was  asoer- 
percusrion  commences  a  little  more  than  tained  by  percusrion  to  be  very  greatly  en- 
three  inches  below  the  left  nipple,  and  ei-  larged.  the  dulncss  being  at  least  twice  aa 
tends  downwards  about  five  inches,  and  iU  eztensire  as  it  is  in  health, 
transverse  extent  is  about  the  same.  From  these  symptoms  the  exist^ice  of 


H    Potass.    Liquoris.     mxxiv. ;     Inftisi  '^j^'^'Z^^Ar^J^^^  £^ 

Quassiie.  ftiU.   ft.  haustus  bis  indies  ^^  ^^  ^"^ ''^  ^V'L^^^r^'v^ 

^7*   ^nili^  u-«-*  c.i;.*     Miiir  these  signs  may  exist  withont  there  beiE^ 

sumendus.    O^^tt-^^jf 'jalin.    Mdk  i^j^j/       ^  ierefore,  as  morbid  anatomy 

diet,  and  a  mutton  ch^  ^»y-     .      , .  ^  thrown  very  little  light  on  d>M»iaes  of 

26th.-Countenan«  muA  m^^^^  .^«^  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^ 

cheeks  gUDing  a  litUe  red  ti^ ;  is  gaining  P     ^                                 ^^    ^^ 

strength  dai  y  ;  appetite  IP?^  P;*!*^*^:  ^  „thSJ  than  to  sptenitis  ?    Th«i  in  this 

ral;   no  pam  anywhere ,   bowels  regular;  ^    granting  that  the  spleen  hadbecome 

unne  abundant  and  natural.  ^LL  duriSg  the  attack  of  intermittent 

28th^Gomg  on  very  weU;  f^vermg  ™^^„,d  ^^^  ^^e  addition  of  local  peri, 

'ast.     ^^^^'''^^^,''^J;^'l^Z  toniOs  account  for  aU  the  other  symptdma? 

ETTfu^  Tl?      t^"!  mt^t^d^  It  no  cbSt  would  accomit  for  the  ^  in 

left  of  the  umbihcus  there  is  a  little  tender-  ^  ^.^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  p^^  ^^  ^^^ 

"*■  '^*-  ^„  J.        J    u      J   I  on  the  right  side.      The  character  of  tb« 

Pull  diet  and  chop  daily.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  g^^jj  „  -„  j^g^^  j^  inllamma- 

3(Hh. — Is  much  stronger ;  can  walk  pretty  tions  of  serous  membranes,  viz.  sharp  and 

well ;  the  dulness  of  the  spleen  reaches  to  lancinating  ;  and  the  very  foct  of  the  greatly 

the  level  of  the  umbilicus,  and  the  lower  end  increased  size  of  the  spleen  would  tend  to 

of  it  can  be  distinctly  felt  here ;  it  is  very  confirm  the  view,   as  this  would  act  as  a 

slightly  tender  on  its  inner  side,  but  this  is  cause  of  peritonitis  by  stretching  the  perito- 

scaroely  worth  noticing.     The  size  seems  to  neum. 

vary  a  little  at  different  times,  sometimes  It  seems  to  us  most  probable  that  the 
being  rather  larger  than  at  others.  acute  symptoms   depended  on   peritonitis. 
Discharged  cured.  produced  either  by  the  influence  of  fiaigne 
Remarks. — Inflammation  of  the  spleen  is  and  cold,  on  a  part  predisposed  to  inflam- 
by  no  means  a  common  disease,  and,  indeed,  mation  from  the  stretching  and  traction  re- 
its  existence  is  doubted  by  some,  whilst,  on  suiting  from  the  enlargement  of  the  spleen, 
the  other  hand,  some  have  gone  so  far  as  to  or  else  by  the  aggravation  and  extension  of 
describe  two  varieties,    one   affecting  the  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  spleen,  whicb» 
capsule,  the  other  the  proper  substance  of  in  the  latter  case,  must  be  assumed  to  have 
the  spleen.    The  existence  of  inflammation  been  the  cause  of  the  enlargement,  and  of 
of  the  capsule,  independently  of  the  sub-  the  pain  which  had  been  felt  during,  and 
stance  of  the  spleen,  may  fairly  be  ques-  ever  since,  the  attack  of  intermittent  fsver. 
tioned,   conridering  the  multitude  of  pro-  Hitherto  it  has  not  been  shewn  what  is  the 
ceases  which  are  given  off  by  it,  and  distri-  pathological  nature  of  these  enlargements  of 
bnted  throughout  the  interior  of  the  organ,  the  spleen  ;  but  it  is  certain,  from  the  very 
and  most  intimatelv    connected   with   the  rapid  effects  of  some  rem^es,  especially 
proper  substance  of  the  spleen ;  and  even  quinine,  in  reducing  the  size,  that  part  of 
did  it  exist,  there  would  be  no  special  signs  the  increased  size   is  due  to  congestion : 
by  which  we  could  distinguish  it  from  a  local  whether  there  is,  besides  this,  a  chronic  in- 
inflammation  of  the  paitial  peritoneal  in-  flammation  we  cannot  be  certain :  the  influ- 
vestmeot  of  the  spleen ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  ence  of  mercury,  in  the  present  case,  in 
so  closely  united  to  this  membrane,  that  we  diminishing  the  size,  as  it  is  known  to  do  in 
can  scarcely  conceive  that  it  could  occur  chronic  inflammation  of  other  organs,  seems 
without  exciting  peritonitis.      If  the  sub-  to  countenance  the  idea  that  it  (inflamma- 
stance  of  the  spleen  were  not  affected  there  tion)  did  exist ;  but  we  can  come  to  no  oer- 
would  be  no  perceptible  enlargement ;  and  tain  conclusion  on  this  point. 
as  there  was,  in  this  case,  we  may  leave  this  In  addition  to  the  preceding  signs  of  dis- 
point.  ease  of  the  spleen,  there  were  other  symp- 
In  the  case  now  under  our  notice  the  toms  which  would,  by  some  persons,  in 
symptoms  were  a  sharp  lancinating  pain  in  accordance  with  their  riews  of  the  functiona 
the  left  hypochondriac   region,  much    in-  of  the  spleen,  be  referred  to  the  derange- 
creased  by  pressure  externally — by  taking  ment  of  the  functions  consequent  on  its 
food   which   would   cause  the   stomach   to  morbid  condition,  viz.  the  pale  sallow  com- 
press against  the  spleen,  and  also  by  lying  plexion,  the  slightly  yellow  tinge  of  the  con- 
OD  the  right  ride,  in  which  porition  the  junctivK,  the  oedema  of  the  ankles,  and  the 
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sjrmptoms  of  tcanry  md  porpnn  as  noticed  cury  is  rery  useful  in  enlargement  of  the 

io  lie  history ;  all  of  these  cleaiij  shewed  a  B|>leen  with  inflammation,  notwithstanding 

niorbid  state  of  the  blood,  but  it  by  no  that  it  is  said  by  some  to  be  injurious. 
meus  is  to  be  deduced  that  this  depended        The  urine  undorwent  a  considerable  num- 

on  the  condition  of  the  spleen  ;  it  is  at  least  ber  of  changes  in  the  progress  of  the  case  : 

equally  as  pbilosophical  to  regard  the  con-  the  only  changes  we  shall  here  refer  to  are, 

dition  oi  the  spleen  and  that  of  the  blood  as  tlie  great  abundance  of  the  lithates,  and  the 

rasults  of  a  common  cause,  viz.  malaria.  appearance  of  albumen  in  the  urine  for  a 

These  were  the  chief  things  for  which  he  single  day  (May  I4th),  just  at  the  time  the 
came  to  the  hospital ;  but  he  had  besides  salivation  commenced.  We  attribute  this  to 
rfaenmAtic  pains  in  the  limbs^the  remains  the  influence  of  the  mercury,  as  we  have  seen 
of  an  attack  of  rheumatism  a  few  weeks  it  in  several  other  cases  under  precisely 
before  he  was  admitted  ~aiid  he  had  also  similar  circumstances,  vix.  just  at  the  time 
some  symptoms  of  incipient  phthisis,  vis.  the  gums  became  sore,  and  in  each  case 
■light  haeking  cough,  and  mucous  expec-  lasting  only  for  one  day.  What  the  nature 
toffvtion,  together  with  the  physical  signs  of  of  the  action  of  mercury  in  producing  this 
condensation  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  may  be,  we  cannot  tell ;  it  may  be  that  it 
right  lung :  thus,  there  was  dnlness  on  per-  diminishes  tlie  cohesioiui  of  the  solids,  as  it 
ensaioii  under  the  right  clavicle,  and  in  the  is  stated  to  do  by  Dieterich,  and  thus  allows 
ri^t  aupra-acapular  fbssa,  as  compared  with  the  transudation  of  the  serum  of  the  blood 
the  lelt  side,  and  in  both  these  situations  through  the  capillaries  of  the  kidneys,  or  it 
brODchial  respiration,  and  strong  broncho-  may  produce  some  change  in  the  coniposition 
phony.  The  condensation  thus  indicated  of  the  blood  ;  and  perhaps  this  is  the  beue- 
probebly  arose  from  tuberculous  deposition  ;  flcial  modug  operandi  of  mercury  in  inflamma- 
\t  waa  jnst  in  that  condition  in  which  the  tion,  producing  a  state  the  reverse  of  that 
diseeae  may  lie  dormant  for  many  years,  and  produced  by  the  disease,  and  thus  counter- 
it  seems  likely  that  it  may  do  so  in  this  case,  acting  it ;  but  neither  of  these  will  explain 
aa  before  he  left  the  hospital  the  cough  had  why  the  albumen  has  only  been  found  (in 
entirely  ceased,  and  there  was  not  a  single  these  cascb)  for  a  single  day.  The  prog- 
symptom  referiible  to  the  lungs.  nosis,  from  the  age,  previous  good  health. 

Next,  as   regards    the   treatment.     The  &c.  was  favourable  as  to  the  result,  but  so 

■ymptoms  of  local  inflammation   indicated  speedy  a  cure  could  hardly  have  been  anti- 

tLe  ebstnctkm  of  blood,  but  not  to  any  cipated. 

greet  extent,  as  there  was  scarcely  any  gene-         [We  may  notice  that  he  came  back  to  the 

rel  fever:  the  application  of  leieches  to  the  hospital  for  a  few  minutes  on  23rd  June, 

seet  of  the  pein  was  therefore  deemed  suffi-  having  been  in  the  country  ever  since  he 

cient,  and  we  have  seen  that  this  was  fol-  left  the  hospital :  he  had  gained  much  flesh 

lowed  by  almost  instantaneous  relief.     He  and  colour,  and  seemed  quite  well. J 

was    slso   ordered    calomel,  with    opium,  

end  tartar  emetic,  to    be    coutinued    till 

the  system  was    brought    under    the    in-  MEDICAL  REFORM. 

tncnoe  of  the   mercury,    and    nitrate    of  annual  general  mkbtino  of  the  north 

potash  was  added  to    act    as    a    diuretic         o,  England  medical  association. 

to  remove  the  oedema  and  to  improve  the  ._ 

condition  of  the  blood.     Three  days  after 

this  a  blister  was  ^piied  to  the  side,  and  Tub  members  of  this  influential  body  held 

die  blistered  surface  dressed  with  mercurial  their  anniversary  meeting  on  Wednesday  last, 

crintment    until  a  considerable  amount  of  in  the  lecture-room  of  the  Atheiiseum,  Fa^- 

aaiivation  was  produced.  cett-street,    Sunderland, — Dr.    IlEAULAii, 

Under  this  treatment  all  the  symptoms  President  of  the  Association,  in  tlie  chair, 
gate  way,  both  of  the  affection  of  the  spleen  Mr.   C.   T.   Carter,   of  Newcastle,   the 

sad  of  Uie  rheumatism  ;  his  ap]>etite  re-  Secretary  of  the  Association,  read  the  follow- 

tnmed  and  also  his  strength ;  the  sallowness  ing  Report  :— 

disappeared  from  his  countenance  and  eyes,  A  period  of  nearly  three  years  and  a  half 
the  red  colour  began  to  return  to  his  has  now  elapsed  since  the  formation  of  this 
No  other  means  of  any  importance  Society  ;  and  during  that  period,  tive  Re- 
used ;  he  was,  for  a  few  days  before  he  ports  have  been  submitted  to  general  nieet- 
dischargedy  given  a  tonic  mixture  and  iugs.  In  presenting  a  sixth,  the  Council  have 
extim  full  diet,  and  went  out  quite  well  on  the  gruUflcation  to  announce  the  unabated 
the  30th  of  May,  a  little  more  than  three  prosperity  of  the  Association  during  the  past 
weeks  from  the  date  of  his  admission,  during  year.  Notwithstanding  the  great  distance 
widch  time  he  had  lost  all  symptoms  of  dis-  at  which  many  of  its  members  reside  from 
esse  of  the  spleen,  except  perhaps  slight  en-  the  more  immediate  scene  of  its  transactions, 
largemcnt  and  very  alight  tenderness  at  one  the  little  opportunity  they  mu&t  oC  \it,Qjc«si\V| 
poinfc  on  firm  pressure.  enjoy,   from    one   axm\NCT«ars  m^M\w%  ^A 

It  U  i^aur  from  the  above  case  that  mcr-  another,  of  \canung  l\ie  tL^Xvit^  qI  VV%  v^^- 
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.and  the  difficulty  (in  nraie  caws  it  should  nerer  be  forgotten,  that  the  in- 

the  impocaibility)  they  must  experience  in  terests  and  well-bdng  of  each  are  inseparably 

attending  those  meetings,  it  is  satisfactory  connected,  and  that  the  medical  body  can 

to  find  that  they  continue  to  3rield  their  sup-  seek  no  improvement  of  its  own  condition, 

port  to  the  sereral  objects  for  which  it  was  which  would  not  be  productive  of  beneficial 

instituted,  evincing  thereby  a  degree  of  zeal  consequences  to  every  class  and  grade  of  the 

on  behalf  of  their  common  profession  well  community.      Members  of  the  profession 

deserving  of  applause  and  imitation.  should  not  be  disappointed  if  the  progivsa  of 

The  first  and  foremost  of  these  objects  has  improvement  be  slow  and  almost  imper- 
ever  been,  to  assist  in  procuring  such  a  ceptible.  The  ordinary  avocations  of  medi- 
legislative  reorganization  of  the  profession  cal  men  are  of  an  engrossing  character,  and 
aa  shall  be  ndapted  to  the  circumstances  in  are  liable  to  interfere  with  that  frequent  in- 
which  it  is  at  present  placed — not  only  in  teroourse  which  is  requisite  to  the  carrying 
reference  to  its  own  members,  but  to  the  out  of  any  concerted  scheme  or  line  of  action 
interests  of  the  community  at  Iwrge.  In  the  in  affairs  not  immediately  connected  with  the 
pursuit  of  this  object,  the  hopes  of  the  medi-  practice  of  their  art.  Your  Council  have  to 
cal  body  have  been  alternately  flattered  and  regret,  that,  from  this  circumstance,  it  has 
disappointed  ;  and  it  has  been  the  duty  of  been  found  difficult  to  give  to  many  topics 
your  Council  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  of  interest  that  full  and  cardul  oonsideratioD 
the  feilure  of  every  attempt  which  has  been  to  which  they  are  entitled  ;  and  in  resigning 
made,  within  the  last  few  years,  to  legislate  their  functions,  they  would  take  the  liberty 
upon  this  difficult  and  complicated  subject,  of  suggesting  to  their  successors  to  consider. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  not  surpris-  whether,  by  the  appointment  of  Committeea 
ing  that  some  gentlemen,  who  joined  this  on  individual  subjects,  or  by  some  other 
Society  in  the  sanguine  expectation  that  the  means,  this  disadvantage  may  not  in  future 
nnsatisfiictory  state  of  medical  affairs  was  to  be  obviated,  or  at  least  materially  diminished, 
be  rectified  at  once,  should  have  become  dis-  The  inconvenience  of  frequently  bringing 
heartened,  and  that,  despairing  of  success,  together  members  of  this  Association,  scat- 
or  doubtfhl  at  least  of  the  utility  of  their  in-  tered  as  they  are  over  three  extensive  coun- 
dividnal  aid,  they  should  have  deserted  the  ties,  induced  the  Council,  some  time  ago,  to 
ranks  of  the  Association.  But  it  is  satisfac-  recommend,  and  the  Association  to  resolve, 
tory  to  know,  that  if  some  have  withdrawn  that,  except  for  special  and  extraordinary 
themselves,  there  have  been  others  ready  to  purposes,  there  should  be  but  one  general 
supply  their  places,  and  that,  in  spite  of  meeting  in  the  year.  This  arrangement  was 
every  discouragement,  the  Association  has  accompanied  by  a  strong  recommendation  in 
steadily  kept  its  ground.  Some  who  stood  favour  of  sectional  subdivisions  and  meetings, 
aloof  tk  its  formation,  either  from  misappre-  as  a  means  of  fulfilling  more  particularly 
hension  or  mistrust  of  its  design,  have,  now  some  of  the  second  class  of  objects  contem- 
that  time  has  been  allowed  for  their  develop-  plated  by  the  association.  Such  local  unions 
ment,  enrolled  themselves  amongst  its  mem-  might  be  rendered  useful  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
hers — considering  properly,  that  although  which  will  readily  occur  to  every  mind  ;  as 
the  assistance  of  any  one  man  may  avail  but  in  promoting  harmony  and  community  of 
little  in  the  correction  of  evils  and  abuses,  feeling — in  cherishing  a  due  observance  of 
it  should  nevertheless  be  added  to  the  general  professional  honour  and  etiquette,  in  discuss- 
effort.  And  this,  in  fact,  is  all  that  is  re-  ing  and  arranging  matters  of  mutual  in- 
quired :  let  the  number  of  those  who  are  terests,  in  affording  mutual  protection,  and, 
willing  to  aid  the  cause  of  professional  in  towns  where  there  is  no  Society  established 
amendment,  by  never  so  little,  be  converted  for  that  ])urpose,  in  advancing  medical  litera- 
from    hundreds  into   thousands,   and  that  ture  and  science. 

cause  must,  at  no  distant  period,  be  crowned         In  reference  to  medical  legislation,  the  last 

with  abundant  success.     Let  no  one  give  year  has  been   one   of  expectancy  rather 

way  to  despondency  on  account  of  the  delay  than  of  action.     The  profession  has  been 

which  must  take  place  before  the  arrival  of  awaiting  the  introduction  into  Parliament  of 

^is   period.     Impediments  and  hindrances  the  Bill  announced  by  Sir  James  Graham  in 

should  serve  but  to  exercise  patience,  and  the  early  part  of  last  session.     From   the 

excite  to  renewed  exertions.  peculiar  nature  of  his  office,  it  has  been  con- 

Your   Council   deem  it  unnecessary   to  sidered  that  on  no  one  could  the  responsi- 

dilate  on  the  good  results  which  are  likely  to  bility  of  such  a  measure  rest  with  so  much 

ensue  from  Associations  such  as  this.     It  is  propriety  as  on  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of 

impossible  that  such  bodies  should  not  exert  State  for  the  Home  Department,  and  that  in 

a  considerable  moral  influence   both  upon  no  hands  could  the  carrying  of  a  Medical 

the  profession  and  the  public.     Upon  the  Bill  ihroun^h   Parliament  be  so  certain  of 

former  they  are  calculated  to  produce  effects  success.     It  has  been  imagined,  moreover, 

which  cannot  fail  to   secure   the  increased  that  in  undertaking  a  task  of  so  much  com- 

respect  and  consideration  of  the  latter  ;  and  plexity,  and  involving  so  many   interests^ 
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both  public  and  profeMional,  the  Minister  tend  to  promote  something  like  oniformity 
would  feel  it  his  daty  to  aTail  himself  of  all  in  the  education  in  the  general  practitioner, 
thooe  aouroei  of  mformation  which  are  and  would  enforce  a  double  qndification  on 
peculiarly  open  to  the  Home  Office  ;  that  all  who  should  hereafter  receive  a  license  to 
in  deliberating  on  this  momentous  question,  practice  as  members  of  that  branch  of  the 
the  generul  good  would  be  the  paramount  profession.  Such  an  arnmgement  is  not 
consideration.  only  expedient  but  necessary.  There  is  at 
Your  Council  regret,  that  although  two  present  no  greater  evil  in  the  profession 
■eparate  applications  have  been  made  for  the  than  that  arising  from  the  unfair  competi- 
purpoee,  they  are  unable  to  submit  to  this  tion  caused  by  ^e  dissimilarity  of  qualifica- 
meding  any  official  outline  of  the  antici-  tion  which  prevails  among  general  practi- 
p^ted  Bill  of  Sir  James  Graham.  From  tioners,  and  in  consequence  of  which  it  hap- 
what  they  have  been  enabled  to  glean  of  its  pens,  that  while  some  parties,  in  order  to 
ooDtenta,  fhey  are  induced  to  believe  that  its  qualify  themselves  for  general  practice,  incur 
prorisiona  are,  or  were,  not  widely  different  the  labour  and  exjiense  of  completing  the 
from  those  which,  upon  surmise,  they  ven-  separate  curricula  of  study,  and  submitting 
tnred  to  critidie  in  their  last  Report ;  and  themselves  to  the  separate  examinations  re- 
it  ia  needier  to  say,  tliat  if  such  be  the  case,  quired  for  the  diploma  of  the  College  of 
the  Bin,  how  acceptable  soever  it  may  prove  Surgeons  and  the  license  of  the  Society  of 
to  certain  parties  in  the  profession,  cannot  Apothecaries,  there  are  others,  acting  in  a 
fkil,  in  aeveral  most  important  particulars,  similar  capacity,  who  have  subjected  them- 
to  dinppoint  a  great  numerical  majority  of  selves  to  the  ordeal  of  one  only  of  these 
ita  memben.  Your  Council  by  no  means  Boards — an  injustice  which  will  be  instantly 
wish  to  affirm  that  some  parts  of  the  Bill,  as  apparent,  when  it  is  remrmbered,  that  the 
reported,  would  not  be  productive  of  good,  former  body  institutes  no  inquiry  into  the 
nor  oonstitnte  improvements  on  the  present  medical  knowledge  of  candidates  for  its 
syitem.  If  rightly  informed,  it  would  tend  diploma,  while  the  latter  takes  no  cognizance 
to  promote  an  incorporation  of  the  physicians  of  Hurgery  in  tlie  course  of  study  and  exa- 
of  cadi  country,  and  a  uniform  standard  of  minations  which  precede  the  granting  of  its 
qualification  for  medical  degrees.     Upon  the  license. 

justioe  and  propriety  of  such  an  arrangement  It  is  said  that  the  Bill  of  Sir  James  Gra- 
the  opinion  of  this  Association  has  been  re-  ham  would  require  all  future  English  general 
peatedly  eipressed ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  practitioners  to  be  examined  in  some  de- 
know,  tiiat  a  growing  inclination  in  its  fa-  partments  of  medical  science  by  tlie  College 
TOUT  baa  of  late  yean  been  exhibited  by  most  of  Surgeons.  The  hall  of  the  Apothecaries' 
of  the  UniYCrsities  and  Medical  Colleges  of  Company  would  he  no  longer  the  scene  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  As  a  natural  conse-  medical  examinations.  .Some  of  its  members 
queooe  of  uniformity  in  the  conditions  at-  would,  however,  assist  in  the  examinations 
tached  to  the  granting  of  medical  degrees,  at  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  the  license 
the  reatrictions  which  have  hitherto  pre-  of  the  Company  would  be  taken  as  here- 
Tailed  with  regard  to  the  right  of  practising  tofore  by  the  general  practitioner.  This 
in  particular  districts  would  be  removed ;  arrangement  appears  to  your  Council  to  be 
the  power  now  held  by  the  Royal  College  one  of  the  most  objectionable  parts  of  the 
of  PnysicianB  of  London  to  examine  for  its  Bill,  and  would  almost  serve  to  indicate  the 
licenae  the  graduates  of  British  Universities  parties  by  who£>e  advice  its  right  honourable 
would  be  withdrawn,  along  with  most  of  framer  would  seem  to  have  been  actuated  in 
thoae  questionable  parts  of  its  constitution  its  construction.  If  the  general  practitioner 
which  have  entailed  upon  the  College  so  much  is  to  be  no  longer  examined  by  the  Com- 
unpopularity,  and  occasioned  so  many  undig-  pany  of  Apothecaries,  why  should  he  con- 
nifled  conflicts  between  tlie  different  classes  tinue  to  receive  his  license  from  that  Com- 
of  ita  members.  The  executive  bodies  of  pany?  If  his  examination  is  to  be  conducted 
the  CoUegea  of  Physicians,  it  is  also  sup-  jointly  by  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
poaed,  would  be  no  longer  self-elected,  but  Surgeons,  under  such  n>^ulations  as  should 
<^ioien  by  their  respective  commonalties —  be  api)roved  of  by  a  General  Board  or  Coun- 
tlie  latter  being  made  to  comprehend  all  the  cil,  why  should  not  his  license  be  granted 
legally  recognised  physicians  of  each  country,    by  that  board  ? 

The  CoUegea  would  thus  serve  as  Courts  of  It  might  have  been  imagined  that  in 
Record  for  Medical  Degrees,  and  their  legislating  anew  for  the  medical  profession 
regliatera  would  probably  be  the  means  of  an  opportunity  would  have  been  taken  to 
detecting  and  exposing  parties  who  should  rectify  the  error  committed  by  the  Lon- 
oanrp  tlM  title  of  M.  D.,  or  hold  it  merely  don  Colleges  in  the  year  IhIo,  and  to 
in  virtue  of  a  pnrchahcd  continental  atone  for  their  supercilious  disregard  of  tluit 
diploma.  numerous  and  useful  body  of  praditioncrs, 

TlwBUl,  it  has  been  supposed,  would  also     whom  Uu-y,  iw  Uvat  ^e«it,  l^wi^u^^^^^  \v^^^\v^ 
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care  and  keeping  of  a  "  City  Guild  and  regarded  hitherto,  so  now,  aocsording  to  the 

Trading  Ckimpany  of  Apothecaries."*  reputed  Bill,  would  they  be  excluded  nrom  all 

Your  Council  do  not  mean  to  assert  that  control  or  influence  over  the  medical  polity 
the  Apothecaries'  Company  has  not  endea-  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Coincident  with 
▼onred  faithfully  to  discharge  the  fiinctions  the  latter  circumstance,  the  principle  of /iro- 
which,  through  the  supineness  of  the  Col-  teeiion,  clearly  recognized  by  the  Apothe- 
leges,  and  even  in  opposition  to  its  own  caries' Act,  but  which,  from  the  inappropriate 
wishes,  it  has  been  called  ou  to  fulfil.  On  and  defective  character  of  the  details  of  that 
the  contrary,  they  willingly  admit  that  much  measure,  has  been  too  feebly  acted  upon  to 
success  has  attended  its  exertions.  The  suppress  a  small  amount  even  of  the  nnan- 
gradually  increased  amount  of  qualification  thorized  practice  for  which  this  country  is 
now  required  of  the  general  practitioner  is  notorious  amongst  the  civilized  nations  of 
unquestionably  to  bs  attributed  to  the  the  world — this  principle,  it  appears,  would 
Apothecaries'  Company.  Not  unmindful,  be  exchanged  for  a  species  of  negative  re- 
therefore,  of  its  services,  and  with  no  feeling  striction,  or,  in  other  words,  a  ditcouragemeni 
of  disrespect,  the  Coaut:il  are  yet  of  opinion  of  unqualified  pretenders  to  medical  know- 
that  the  control  of  medical  education,  and  the  ledge  and  surgical  skill — a  discouragement 
licensing  of  medical  men,  should  niever  have  which  your  Council  have  reason  to  believe, 
been  entrusted  to  this  Corporation,  and  that,  and  which  an  adequate  acquaintance  with 
under  a  proper  sense  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  actual  state  of  medical  practice  through- 
the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Snrgeons,  out  the  land,  especially  in  rural  districts,  can 
and  a  right  understanding  of  the  case  by  the  hardly  fail  to  demonstrate,  would  oppose  but 
L^^lature,  such  an  office  would  not  a  feeble  barrier  to  the  cruel,  dangerous,  and 
have  devolved  upon  tlie  Society  of  Apothe-  fraudulent  practices  of  ignorance,  cupidity, 
caries.     They  are  persuaded,  that  in  con-  and  imposture. 

sideration  of  his  ac(|uirements,  and  the  po-         Members  of  this  association  are  probably 

sition  at  present  occupied  by  the   general  aware  that    towards  the  close  of  the  last 

practitioner,  both  in  society  and  the  public  session  of    Parliament  Sir  James  Graham 

confidence,  he  should  cease  to  bear  the  stamp  said  it  was  in  contemplation  to  propose  the 

of  an  apothecary ,-    he  should  no  longer  be  immediate  granting  of  new  Charters  to  the 

identified  with   a  functionary    now  all  but  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Lon- 

obflolete :  his  authority  to  practise  the  pro-  don,  and  the  subsequent  introduction  into 

ftHton  of  Medicine  should  no  more  emanate  Parliament  of  a  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  the 

from  a  trading  Company.  medical  profession  in  general.     Your  Coun- 

It  is  affirmed  that  a  new  order,  to  be  en-  cil,  thinking  that  the  granting  of  such 
titled  '*  FellotPi  of  the  Hogal  College  qf  Charters  would  prejudge  the  general  quea- 
Surgeane,**  is  to  be  created,  which  your  tion,  petitioned  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
Council  snppoae  will  consist  chiefly  or  en-  that  they  would  not  sanction  such  a  pro- 
tirely  of  that  class  of  practitioners  who  may  ceeding,  but  withhold  their  support  from 
be  desirous  to  limit  their  prsctioe  more  any  Ciu  rter  until  the  whole  subject  of  me- 
particularly  to  the  surgical  branch  of  the  dical  afluirzi  should  be  brought  before  them, 
healing  art.  The  *' Fe/Zotrt,"  it  is  believed,  The  Council  took  steps  for  insuring  the 
are  intended  to  constitute  the  electoral  body  presentation  of  similar  petitions  from  New- 
of  the  College,  while  the  iMfffM^ert  or  general  csMtle,  Gateshead,  Durham,  Carlisle,  Sun- 
practitioners  will  have  no  voice  in  the  elec-  derland,  North  and  South  Shields,  Berwick, 
tion  of  its  oflicers,  or  in  the  management  of  &c.,  copies  of  petitions  having  been  tran- 
GoUegiate  affairs.  From  the  Councils  of  the  scribed  and  sent  for  signature  to  those 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  places.  Members  of  Parliament  were  urged 
the  three  countries  are  to  be  chosen  the  at  the  same  time  to  support  their  prayer, 
medical  members  of  a  Central  or  General  After  the  lapse  of  a  few  days,  Sir  James 
Medical  Council,  to  which  is  to  be  confided  Graham,  in  reply  to  a  question  put  to  him 
the  superintendence  and  control  of  the  entire  by  Mr.  D.  Barclay,  M.P.  for  Sunderland, 
profession.  As  to  the  propriety  of  a  Gene-  declared  that  he  bad  abandoned  the  idea  of 
ral  Council  there  can  be  no  question,  its  proposing  the  Charters  during  the  session  of 
eflldency,  and  the  respect  in  which  it  shall  1842.  Medical  legislation  having  thus  been 
be  held  by  the  public  and  the  profession,  must  once  more  postponed,  and  your  Council,  in 
of  coarse  depend  in  a  great  measure  on  the  reply  to  a  recent  application,  having  been 
materials  of  which  it  may  be  composed.  If  informed  that  the  Bill  of  the  Home  Secre- 
the  foregoing  surmises  be  correct,  the  tary  was  not  sufficiently  matured  to  admit 
Council  will  be  little  else  than  an  offset  of  of  an  outline  being  submitted  to  their  in- 
tbe  Metropolitan  Colleges  ;  and  as  the  mass  spection,  it  is  sincerely  bo[)ed  that  the  inter- 
of  practitioners  has  been  systematically  dis-  val  may  have  been  em])loyed  in  framing  a 

measure  more  suited  to  the  exigencies  both 

*  J.  H.  Green.  of  the  public  and  the  profession  than  the 
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rtporied  Bill  of  1842  oonld  have  been  capa-  tionere  a  good  and  safficimt  edaration,  both 

bl^  of  mipplying.     The  proper  regulation  of  preliminarj  and  profesftionali  an  equiU  legal 

the  medical  profession  is  a  matter  of  vital  recognition  of  all,  and  the  enrolment  of  all 

importance  to  society  at  large:  its  interest  in  "one  great  corporate  institution."     Sir 

is  not  limited  to  medical  men  alone,  as  is  James  Clark  is  of  opinion  that  there  should 

too  commonly  supposed  ;  and  on  this  ac-  be  but  one  prescribed  course  of  medical  edu- 

coant  it  is  mMt  earnestly  to  be  wished  that  cation  exacted  by  the  State ;  that  it  should 

any  measure  having  reference  thereto  may  comprehend  what  is    necessary   for  every 

be  carefully  and  attentively  considered,  and  medical  practitioner,  and  should  l)e  the  same 

with  a  view,  not  to  favour  the  designs  of  any  throughout  the  empire.      They  who  would 

particnlar  party  or  institution,  but  to  benefit  prognosticate  from  such  an  arrangement  the 

the  whole  community.      It  is  a  question  in-  annihilation  of  prevailing  divisionj*.  distinc- 

▼dving  the  safety  and  comfort,  not  of  the  tions,  and  honorary  titles,  may  de'rive  some 

living  only,  but  of  millions  of  yet  unborn  alleviation  of  their  fears  from  the  following 

subjects  of  the  British  empire  and  its  vast  extract:  —  *' Whatever  department  of  the 

dependendea  i  and  the  statesman  who  shall  profession,"  observes  Sir  James,  **  the  mc- 

be  instrumental  in  placing  this  important  dical  man  may  choose  as  the  field  of  his 

branch  of  national  polity  on  a  pro}>er  basis  practice,  to  practise  that  part  properly  he 

win  have  thereby  earned  for  himself  the  ad-  must  be  acquainted  with  the  whole.     When 

miration  and  gratitude  of  his  country.  possessed  of  such  general  knowledge  of  his 

It  would  be  a  work  of  supererogation  to  profession,  the  practitioner  may,  by  drvot- 

revert,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  the  prin-  ing  his  attention  to  one  department  chiefly, 

ciplei  of  medical  reform  which  have  been  be  fairly  su)) posed  to  cxtrel,  and  generally 

advocated  by  this  Association,   seeing  that  will  excel,  the  man  who  practises  them  all. 

they  have  been  so  frequently  explained  in  Thus  one  man,  by  directing  his  principal 

five  preceding  Reports.     It  is  a  source  of  attention  to  the  investigation  and  treatment 

gratification  to    your   Council,  that  those  of  diseases  affecting  internal  organs  and  the 

principles  should  have  been  steadily  gaining  general   system — another,   by  directing  his 

ground,  and  that  they  should  be  identical,  chief  attention  to  the  diseases  and  injuries  of 

or  nearly  so,  with  the  opinions  promulgated  the  external  organs,  and  the  operations  and 

by  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  directed  mechanical    appliances    required   for    their 

their  attention  to  the  subject.      They  have  cure — may  each  attain,  in  their  respective 

been  supported  by  the  estimable  Professor  departments,  a  degree  of  perfection  which 

of  Medicine  in  the   University  of  Oxford  cannot  be  expected  of  him  whose  attention 

(Dr,  Kidd),  and  by  the  late  venerated  Pro-  is  divided  among  the  whole  range  of  human 

KHOr  of  Anatomy  in   the    U  Diversity  of  infirmities  and  accidents.     Hence  there  will 

Dublin  (Dr.  Macartney.)      Tliey  have  been  always  be  physicians  and  surgeons,  who.  in 

urged,  through  a  long  and  honourable  ca-  addition  to  their  individual  practice,  will  be 

reer,  by  Dr.  Barlow,  of  Bath.     They  have  consulted   by   the    general  practitioner    in 

been  enforced  by  Dr.  Thouison,  late  Pro-  dangerous  and  obscure  diseases.''     Tlie  re- 

lieiaor  of  Ptithology  in   the   University  of  gulations  respecting    honorary  degrees    in 

Edinburgh — ^by  Sir  James  Clark,  Mr.  Car-  medicine,  the  writer  thinks,   may  be  safely 

midbad  of  Dublin,  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  Dr.  left    to    the     Universities     and     Colleges. 

G.  Webster,  Dr.  Forbes,  Dr.  Grant,  Mr.  *'  Much,"  says  he  in  continuation,  "  has 

R.  D.  Grainger,  and  many  others,  among  been  said  of  the  necessity  of  requiring  high 

whom  it  is  but  just  to  mention  the  name  of  literary  and  scientific  attainments  of  ])hy8i- 

one  of  the  Vice-Pre4sidents  nf  this  Associa-  cians,  in  order  to  secure  their  high  standing 

tion,  Mr.  Greenhow.     Without  wishing  to  and  character  with  the  public.     Any  law  for 

make  invidious  distinctions  where  praise  is  this  purpose  is  quite  unnecessary.     Insist 

due  to  all,  your  Council  cannot  refrain  from  upon  the  general  practitioner  being  well  in- 

ezpreiaing  the  great  pleasure  they  have  de-  structcd,   and   you   at  once  insure   a  still 

riVied  firom  a  perusal  of  the  letters  addressed  higher  education  for  the  physician." 

to  Sir  James  Graham  by  Sir  James  Clark.  Your   Council   beg    to    recommend   the 

To  this  eminent  physician  the  thanks  of  the  letters  of  Sir  James  Clark  to  the  notice  of 

profenion  are  justly  due  for  his  able  advo-  all  who  are  interested  in  the  subject  of  medi- 

cacy.     Occupying  a  foremost  rank  in  his  cal  education  or  medical  government.    They 

own    department  of   practice.    Sir    James  trust,  moreover,  that  his  example,  and  that 

Clark  has  boldly  stepped  forward  to  advo-  of  the   other    eminent   individuals  already 

cate  the  improvement  and  amelioration  of  named,  will  stimulate  the  profession  to  exert 

the  whole  professional  body  ;  and  while  he  itself  at  the  present  critical  moment ;  and  as 

nudntains  the  expediency   of   divisicms   of  a  Bill  may  be  possibly  introduced  during  the 

medical  labour  (which  few  indeed,   if  any,  present  session  of  Parliament,  no  time  should 

have  denied),  and   the  persistence   of  the  be  lo»t  in  making  known  its  opinions  and 

diatinetions   and  grades  already  recognized  wishes    to    the    Legislature,    thiou^h    the 

in  the  profcssioD,  he  claims  for  all  practi-  medium  of  petVWou^.    TVkC-^  ^^  ^^\»  \kx< 
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oeiTC  the  activity  wMeh  hu  lately  been  dU-  land  Medical  Association,  in  PabUe  Meet- 
played  by  tha  practitioners  of  Surrey,  Wor.  ing  convened,  at  Sunderland,  this  26tii 
cestersliire,  Liverpool,  and  Chichester,  and  day  of  April,  1843, 
would  heg  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  meet-  Humbly  theweth, — That  your  petitioners 
ingt  being  convened  for  the  purpose  of  pe-  (consisting  of  physicians  and  surgeons  resi- 
tiUoning  both  in  the  counties  and  towns  of  dent  in  the  counties  of  Durham,  Northum- 
the  United  Kingdom.  Your  Council  have  berland,  and  Cumberland,)  have  long  de- 
prepared  a  petition,  which  they  take  the  plored  the  defective  and  anomalous  state  of 
lib«ty  to  submit  to  this  meeting ;  and,  if  the  medical  profession  in  Great  Britain  and 
approved,  they  trust  that  others  of  a  similar  Ireland. 

kind  will  be  forwarded  from  the  several  towns  That  your  petitioners,  having  reason  to 
comprised  within  the  district  of  this  Associa-  believe  that  measures  have  be^  for  some 
tion.  Tlieyhope  the  profession  will  not  rest  time  in  contemplation  for  reorganising  and 
satisfied  with  the  mere  act  of  petitioning,  reforming  the  profession,  bc^  respectfully 
but  that  each  of  its  members  will  feel  that  but  earnestly  to  impress  upon  your  Honour- 
something  more  than  this  devolves  upon  him  able  House  the  great  importance  of  this 
individually.  There  must  be  few  indeed  question  to  the  community  at  large,  and  its 
who  cannot  exert  iome  degree  of  influence,  consequently  strong  claims  to  an  early  ad- 
both  with  members  of  the  Legislature  and  justment. 

the  public ;  and  it  must  never  be  foi^otten  That  your  petitioners,  having  paid  much 
that  the  progress  of  amendment  has  hitherto  attention  to  the  subject,  take  tLe  liberty  of 
had  to  contend  with  no  obstacle  so  great  as  stating  their  persuasion,  that  any  measure  of 
the  apathy  and  indifference  of  a  large  portion  Medi^  Reform,  to  be  permanently  bene- 
of  the  medical  body  itself.  ficial,  must  provide  for  the  union  and  con- 
After  the  length  to  which  the  preceding  solidationofthe  whole  professional  body,  and 
observations  have  been  extended,  your  the  proper  qualification  of  all  persons  who 
Council  are  unwilling  to  detain  this  meeting  shall  hereafter  be  legally  authorized  to  prac- 
with  a  recapitulation  of  the  several  subjects  tise  the  healing  art  within  Her  Miyesty*a 
to  which,  in  addition  to  the  all-absorbing  dominions.  Your  petitioners  are  further  of 
one  of  legislative  reform,  their  attention  has  opinion  that  uniformity  in  the  qualification 
been  dire::ted  during  the  past  twelvemonth,  for  a  license  to  practise  should  be  enforced ; 
Some  of  these  require  no  comment,  whilst  that  honorary  degrees  in  Medicine  and  Sur- 
others  may  be  said  to  remain  tubjudice,  and  gery  should  be  conferred  on  a  uniform  prin- 
mightperhaps,  withadvantage,  afford  scope  for  ciple ;  that  reciprocal  privileges  should  be  en- 
inquiry  by  the  Council  which  will  be  elected  to-  joyed  by  the  medical  practitioners  of  England, 
day.  The  Report  on  Hospital  Appointments,  Scotland,  and  Ireland;  and  that  suitable 
read  at  the  last  anniversary  meeting,  has  oc-  measures  should  be  adopted  for  protecting 
casioned  much  disscussion  at  different  the  public  from  the  dangerous  and  fatal  con- 
periods  during  the  year,  but  nothing  need  be  sequences  of  unauthorized  medical  and  sur- 
said  respecting  it  in  this  place,  as  the  Com-  gical  practice. 

mitteehas  of  late  resumed  its  sittings,  and  is  Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  that  the 
prepared  to  submit  a  second  Report  to  the  present  state  of  the  medical  profession  may 
meeting.  receive  the  early  attention  of  your  Honour- 
Mr.  Carter,  having  concluded  the  Report,  able  House, 
proceeded  to  read  a  statement  of  accounts.  And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound. 
It  was  a  subject  of  congratulation,  he  ob-  will  ever  pray. 

served,  that  the  Association  was  in  a  pros-  Signed  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

perous  financial  condition.     At  their  former  x.  E.  Headlau,  M.D.  President, 

meeting  in  Sunderland,  two  years  ago,  they  Cbarlks  T.  Carter,  Secretary, 

were  «f  16  in  debt.     Last  year,  they  had  a  On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Knott,  of  NewcasUe, 

balance  in  hand  of  £2,  7s.  6id.,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Watson,  of  Sunderland,  it 

increased  in  the  present  year  to  ;^30.  Is.  O^d.  was  resolved,  that  Mr.  David  Barclay  be 

(applause),  in  addition  to  j£'40  due  from  requested  to   present  it  to  the  House  of 

members  in  arrear.  Commons ;  also,  that  a  similar  petition  be 

Dr.  Brown  moved  that  the  report  be  re-  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  that 

ceived,  printed,  and  drcnlated.  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry  be  requested 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  to  take  charge  of  its  presentation. 

Secretary  read  the  following  petition  to  par-  After  some  further  discussion  on  various 

liament :—  points,  for  which  we  cannot  make  room,  the 

fv.   #A^    Unmn^m^his  iks  nm^n^  «/  ihm  ^^"^^^  ^^  ^^^  meeting  were  voted  to  Dr. 

^, '*f  /  2^7*  *  r5,  ^T^  y      ^  Headlam  for  his  conduct  in  the  chair ;  and 

Umitd  Kingdom  qf  Oreai  Britain  and  j^  ^^^  ^^^^j      ^^^  ^^^^,^^  ^j^^j        ^her 

•  IrtUmd,  m  Parltamint  auembled.  ^^  ^j^^  g^^^  »^^^^, 

The  petition  of  the  President,  Vice-Preri-  

dents,  and  Members  of  the  North  of  Eng- 
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NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  stance  in  those  bones  of  the  cranium,  which 
APOPLEXY.  presented  a  considerable  protuberance  in- 
__  '  wards  and  compressed  the  brain,  without 
I  PROPOSB  to  prove  that  there  is  no  fuch  ***"  compression  having  produced  cither 
disease  as  sanguineous  apoplexy,  and  that  «P<>Pj«y  or  jnf  other  disease." 
bleeding  is  always  prejudicial  in  the  treat-  .  ''/ op^n«J,  says  M.  Thiery,  "fifteen 
ment  of  apoplexy.  Here,  I  travel  without  **?""  of  persons  from  sixty  to  ninety  years 
a  guide  ;  no  author  has  yet  professed  this  ^^^^'  The  vessels  of  the  head  were  very 
doctrine  ;  happy  shall  I  be  if,  in  explaining  ^?" '  ^^^  ^^^  ^  *o"°<*  polypous  concre- 
it  according  to  my  view,  and  as  it  has  been  f '^"*  *"  ^®  longitudinal  and  lateral  Hinuses ; 
revealed  to  me  at  the  bedside  of  the  patient,  Si  j  "u^®  ventricles  of  the  brain  were 
I  soooeed  fai  eradicating  a  dangerous  error  ""*"  with  serum  ;  such  are  exactly  the  ap- 
which  has  been  introduced  into  the  healing  P««rance8  I  have  met  with,  in  the  same  pro- 
art,  and  in  enriching  it  with  a  novel  tnith.  Portion,  m  persons  destroyed  by  apoplexy  : 

Let  us  examine  the  dead  bodies  of  patients  "*^'  however,  had  died  without  the  slight- 

who  have  died  of  apoplexy  ;  and  beginning  f '*  appearance  of  apoplexy.     On  the  other 

with  the  brain,  in  which  M.  Portal  believes  *^na»  I  nave  oi)ened  many  bodies  of  persons 

the  cause  of  death  from  apoplexy  is  always  ^°°  ??^  suddenly  from  apoplexy,  either  on 

seated,  Morgagni  assutes  us,  from  his  own  ™  *^1"^  °f  ^o"*^*'  ^'^y  "^^  ^*>«  a**"*'^*  and 

dissections  and   tliose  of  Varoli,  that  the  ^ve  found  only  slight  congestion   of  the 

brain  of  apoplectics  does  not  contain  a  larger  ^CMels,  without  extravasation  of  any  kind." 

quantity  of   excrcmental    parts    tlian   that  ^   Sauvages   says,    that,    "  when  water   is 

of  other  dead  hoodies.  ™^""  *"  ™  sinuses  of  the  brain,  it  is  not 

Moi^agni,  who  does  not  generally  make  J^^^'^^^ore  ^  be  said  that  this  serosity  has 

use  dr repetition,  repeats  this  assertion  several  D««"^™f  ca»»8e  of  the  apoplexy.      I  have 

times  fai  his  writings.     It  is  strange  that  M.  ^  hydrocephalus  to  an  enormous  extent 

P6rtal  should  not  have  seen  it  ;  if  he  have  ''^^^^^  apoplexy  ;    several    authors    have 

nad  it,  it  is  stiU  more  astonishing  that  he  "*"?**  thesarae  observation." 

should  have  thought  himself  authorised  to  ,.\  *7"*^  »'  unnecessary  to  notice  every 

overturn  a   doctrine   universally    received,  """d  of  extravasation  that  may  tokc  place  in 

because  he  has  found  certain  diseased  appear-  ^^^  cranium,  since  the  statement  of  Mor- 

ances  in  the  brain  of  one  apoplectic  patient.  «"^'»  **^®  J^^^^  of  numerous  dissections, 

Moi^agnl  appears  to  have  foreseen  and  embraces  all  the  disorders  which  the  brain 

condemned  beforehand  the  system    of  M.  P^^^ts ;  and  he  asserts  tliat   they  ought 

Pbrtal,  when  he  says  :  "   I  do  rot  agree  never  to  be  considered  as  causes  of  apoplexy, 

with  those  who,  when  they  find  water  in  the  '^°*"^   *"^y   *'*®   ^^^  ^'^*^  indifferently  in 

cranium  of  an  apoplectic,  think  immediately  Patients  who  have  died  from  apoplexy,  and 

that  it  has  caused  the  disease."  ^^  ^^^^  ^"O   have  died  from  any  other 

"  It  is  the  common  error,"  says  Lancisi,  cause. 
"  of  those  who  have  no  exi>crience  :  when      .  ^  «»»11  observe,  however,  that  extravasa- 

they  find  lymph  in  the  cavities  of  the  brain,  *»on  of  blood  would  prove  the  existence  of 

they  are  in  the  habit  of  attributing   the  sangumeous  aiwplexy  less  tlian  extravasa- 

spoplexy  to  it  as  the  cause,  whilst  commonly  t»on  of  serum. 
it  is  only  the  efifect."  "  ^"^  globules  of  the  blood  had  as  much 

With  respect  to  the  water  which  is  found  tenuity,  and  were  as  fluid  as  the  serous  part, 

in  the  cranium  of  apoplectics,   Morgagni  7^^^^  ^^^  *°^  ®^P®  ^^^  ****  *^"^*''  ^^en 

•dds  :  "  You  are  aware  that  authors  assert;  '^  ^«»P««  •     This  is  self-evident.     If,  then, 

thrt  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  always  con-  ™  globules  remain  in  the  vessels,  whilst  the 

tdn  a  Uttle  water,  in  the  natural  state  ;  be-  ^^^  "  extravasated,  they  remain   there 

rides  yon  see  very  clearly  that  the  quantity  o^^T  on  account  of  their  greater  consistence 

of  water  cannot  be  greater  than  in  hydro-  *"**  greater  thickness  ;  now  this  consistence 

cephalns  internus  ;  and  yet  Vesalius  states  *"**  thickness  of  the  blood  are  allied  to  the 

Oat  he  has  found  m  a  chUd  two  years  old,  ^^^  ^^^  »*  ^^^^^  inflammatory.     San- 

■llwted  with  this  disease,  about  nine  pints  g^.ineous  apoplexy,   which  is  supposed  to 

of  water;  he  adds,  that  the  chUd  preserved  ™f    ^fo™  }*»"    pretended    inflammatory 

ill  senses  to  the  last  moment ;  that  it  had,  tl"ckening  of  the  blood,  cannot  therefore 

tt  is  true,  extreme  weakness  in  the  limbs,  present  the  extravasation  of  blood  spoken  of, 

but  that  they  were  not  paralysed.     Besides  wnce  its  density  opposes  it ;  it  is  sufficient 

this,"    continues    Morgagni,    "  you     well  therefore  to  see  blood  extravasated  in  tlie 

know,    from  a  number   of  dissections  de-  bnun,  to  be  certain  that,  if  that  extravasation 

Hribed  by  Bonnet,  in  his  work,  enHtled  Le  »   anything   else   than   the    effect    of   the 

Ometiere  anatomique,   that   tumors    have  dweose,  it  docs  not,  at  all  events,  prove  the 

been  fonnd  in  the  cranium  which  had  not  existence  of  sanguineous  apoplexy. 

been  followed  by  apoplexy.     But  I  have  my-       ^  ^       *.     ^~  ,    .       *  ..         .  ^    . 

stiff  seen,  as  1  have  before  noticed  in  my  xutoiue  Gav'«V.aM[N  oaWYv^  ^»\v\xc  «w\ -^^^x- 

joanmi,  mn  anonnal  inrrcaac  of  honj  sub-  meut  o(  \\>opV\^— \\i\vA\  vv^>V\*\\*i^. 
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ON  THE  SIGNS  OF  DEATH. 

Dr.  Dkscramps,  of  Melun,  has  presented 
to  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine  a  memoir 
on  the  real  8ig:n  of  death.  He  draws  the 
following  conclusions,  intended  to  guide 
public  authorities  in  the  precautions  that 
should  be  taken  against  the  danger  of  inter- 
ring  prematurely  persons  not  really  dead. 

The  author  has  observed  that,  in  warm- 
blooded Tertebrats,  putrefaction  proceeds 
from  the  circumference  towards  the  centre, 
and  contrariwise  in  the  cold-blooded;  and 
he  arrives  at  the  following  conclusions. 

1.  A  greenish  blue  colour,  extending  uni- 
formly over  the  skin  of  the  belly,  is  the  real 
and  certain  sign  of  death. 

2.  The  period  at  which  this  sign  appears 
varies  much;  but  it  takes  place  in  about 
three  days  under  favourable  circumstances 
of  warmth  and  moisture. 

3.  Though  discolouration  of  various  kinds, 
and  from  various  causes,  may  occur  in  other 
parts,  the  characteristic  mark  of  death  is  to 
be  found  only  in  the  belly. 

4.  Apparent  death  can  no  longer  be  con- 
founded with  real  death;  the  belly  never 
being  coloured  green  or  blue  in  any  case  of 
the  former. 

5.  This  colouring  of  the  belly,  which  may 
be  artificially  hastened,  entirely  prevents  the 
danger  of  premature  interment. 

6.  There  is  no  danger  to  public  health 
from  the  keeping  a  body  until  the  appearance 
of  the  characteristic  sign  of  death. — Gazette 
Medieale,  April  1. 

BIRMINGHAM  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Jukes  has  resigned  the  office  of  surgeon 
to  the  Birmingham  Hospital,  which  he  long 
held  with  so  much  credit.  He  has  been 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Crompton,  who  was 
elected  on  Friday,  the  29th  ultimo. 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

At  a  Board  held  at  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  on  Saturday  the  28th  ult.  Sir 
Henry  Halford,  Bart.,  President;  the 
following  gentlemen  were  examined,  and  ob- 
tained their  degrees  in  medicine :  Mr.  W. 
T.  Ballantine,  Surgeon,  Royal  Navy ;  Mr. 
T.  Sale,  Surgeon,  Ifde  of  Man;  Mr.  S. 
Newington,  A.B.  Oxford ;  Mr.  G.  Moor., 
Hastings ;  Mr.  W.  Major,  Hungerford, 
Berks  ;  Mr.  Tomkils,  Yeovil. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

XI8T  OF  OSNTLSMRN  ADMITTISD  MSMBSR8. 

Friday,  April  28,  1843. 

J.  C.  Pritchard.— T.  Prosser.--D.  P.  Evans.— 
D.  C.  Noel.— R.  Tebbitt.-€.  M.  8mith.-J.  M. 
Woollett,  —  T.  Turton.  —  R.  Worsley.  —  W. 
Hitchins.  —  J.  M'Donogh.  —  S.  Bowden.  —  J. 
Wbeatcroft.-T.  Adney.-O.  H.  Hopkins. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL 

LIST  OP  GENTLEMRN  WHO  RAVB  RKCBTVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

Thunday,  April  27,  1843. 

W.  Perkett,  Petersfield,  Hants.— W.  Simpson, 
Wyken  Hall,  Suffolk.— J.  J.  Sparham,  Blakeney, 
Norfolk.— J.  B.  Ash  ford,  Plymouth.— J.  Spencer, 
Suffolk. —J.  Thompson.  Whitehaven.  —  C.  R. 
Francis,  Bengal  Army.— T.  Taylor,  Witney,Oxon. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  nnmber  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  wedc  ending 
Saturday,  AprU  22,  1843. 

Small  Pox 6 

Measles   22 

ScarlMtina  S7 

Hooping  Cough  37 

Croup  ^ io 

Thrush     5 

Diarrhfjea    4 

IJysentery 2 

Cholera    0 

Influenza 1 

Typhus    58 

Erysipelas 2 

Syphilis  l 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  148 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    984 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Ulood-VMsels  ....  38 
Diseases   of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    65 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  he 6 

Childbed |0 

Ovarian  Dropsy o 

Disease  of  Uterus,  Ac o 

Rheumatism 3 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 7 

Ulcer    1 

Fistula   1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 113 

Old  Ajfe  or  Natural  Decay 85 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance      38 

Causes  not  specified  7 

Deaths  f^om  all  Causes 961 
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April  1843. 

,Thkrmombtbb. 

BAaOMBTRft. 

Wednesday  19 

from  34  to  60 

29-94  to  39-81 

Thursday  .  20 

39      66 

2966        3974 

Friday ...  21 

1            37      60 

29*79       39*83 

Saturday  .  22 

1            68      42 

29*79       39*96 

Sunday   .  .  23 

28      55 

29-97        30*00 

Monday  .  .  24 

28      61 

29*95        29-96 

Tuesday    .  25 

27      61 

29-72       39*64 

AprU, 

Wednesday  26 

from  34  to  52 

39*60  to  39*66 

Thursday  .  27 

34      55 

29*74       39*84 

Friday    .  .  28 

35       49 

2975       89*63 

Saturday  .  29 

38      58 

29-63       39^76 

Sunday  .  .  80 

44      65 

29*76       39*91 

May. 

. 

Monday     .    1 

49      67 

2999       30*11 

Tuesday.  .    2 

40      67 

30*10       29-99 

Wind  variable,  N.E.  prevailing,  except  on  the 
85th,  36th,  and  28th  ult.  when  rain  fell,  generally 
clear. 

Rain  Alien,  '46  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Henrt  Aoams^ 

Wilson  6c  Ooilvy,  S7,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  MAY  12,  1843. 


LECTURES 

ON  THB 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OF 
MIDWIFERY, 

J}elheredin  the  Theatre  of  St.  George*  e 
Hoapitalf 

fir  Robert  Lu,  M.D.  F.R.S. 


Lbctubb  XXVI. 

On  protracted  and  difficult  labours  Jrom 
anchjfloeu  qf  the  coccyx  and  tumort 
wUMm  thepekfU. 

Anekjfloiie  vfthe  coccyx. 

This  is  not  a  common  cause  of  protracted 
and  difficalt  labour.  No  distinct  case  of 
tediou  labour  from  this  disease  has  come 
under  my  obflervataon.  Dr.  F.  Ramsbotham 
•tatea  that  be  hai  seen  three  cases  in  which 
the  bone  broke,  or  the  anchylosed  joint  gave 
way,  but  there  ia  no  detailed  account  given 
by  Um  of  the  duration  of  the  labours,  or  of 
the  maimer  in  which  they  terminated.  Dr. 
HHlewood,  of  Darlington,  met  with  a  case 
of  aevcre  and  protracted  labour,  in  which 
the  fbreheikd  of  the  child  rested  on  the  point 
of  the  Mcmm  and  coccyx  for  many  hours, 
Bnd  the  head  was  indented  by  the  sharp 
point  of  the  coccyx,  and  the  skin  abraded. 
Tlie  Urth  wai  ultimately  accomplished  by 
tteforoepa;  ai  lOon,  indeed,  as  the  short 
faraept  ooidd  be  effectually  applied.  Dr. 
ITerinwnod  considered  the  causes  of  the  pro- 
trioled  and  sevef  e  labour  to  be  smallness  of 
tfcepdfla  and  ossification  of  the  os  coccygis, 
Bmeh  hunurated.  When  pregnancy  again 
took  place,  I  was  requested  to  state  my 
Ofiimon  respecting  the  propriety  of  inducing 
pnBatnre  Ubour,  but  before  doing  so,  and 
raoommending  the  operation,  I  thought  it 
aMsaUe  to  consult  Dr.  Merriman,  whose 
operience  on  this  subject  was  communicated 
to  BO  in  the  foUowbig  letter. 

806.— zzzii. 


My  dear  Dr.  Lee, — ^The  case  you  mention 
to  me  is  doubtless  rare,  for  you  have  never 
seen  exactly  such  a  one,  nor  have  I.  I 
recollect  one  patient  in  whom  the  point  of 
the  coccyx  snapped  in  three  subsequent 
labours  and  healed  without  dificulty ;  and  I 
have  known  one  or  two  others  where  the 
parts  snapped  in  the  first  labours  and  no  ill 
consequences  foUowed. 

One  of  my  patients,  whose  case  resembles 
most  that  which  you  refer  to,  had  so  great  a 
turning  up,  I  believe  I  must  call  it,  of  the 
coccyx,  as  to  delay  the  labour  for  probably 
two  hours,  and  I  was  strongly  tempted  to 
use  the  forceps,  but  they  were  not  applied, 
and  both  mother  and  child  did  well.  I 
attended  her  three  or  four  times  afterwards, 
and  there  was  always  some  delay  on  account 
of  this  straitness,  but  not  so  great  as  at  first. 
There  was  a  considerable  bulk  of  anchylosis ; 
the  mischief  was  produced  by  a  fall  down 
stairs  when  about  12  or  14  years  old. 

I  agree  with  you  in  thinking  that  it  would 
be  right,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  to  induce  labour  at  eight  months,  rather 
than  to  leave  the  poor  woman  to  the  chance 
of  again  losing  her  infant,  but  of  course 
your  friend  will  institute  a  careful  inquiry 
first,  as  to  the  present  condition  of  the  parts* 
Believe  me,  dear  sir. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Samuel  Merbimak. 

84,  Brook  Street,  Oct.  9, 1841. 

"  I  find  on  examination,"  observes  Dr. 
Haslewood,  in  his  letter  in  reply,  **  that  the 
last  bone  of  the  os  coccygis  is  not  ossified, 
but  that  there  is  the  same  projection  as 
before,  depending,  I  now  think,  more  on 
malformation  of  the  sacrum  than  merely  on 
the  OS  coccygis.  I  am  no  draughtsman,  but 
the  line  above  is  an  attempt  to  convey  my 
impression  of  the  curve  ;  in  fact,  the  sacrum 
curves  forwards,  so  as  to  form  an  obvious 
obstruction,  and  at  the  end  thereof  the  last 
bone  of  the  os  coccygis  is  moveable.  My 
impression  was  that  the  latter  bone  was  not 
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moveable,  bat  in  this  I  beliere  I  was  mis-  fectly  round,  about   16  inches  in  circnm- 

taken,  as  the  obitade  seems  very  mnch  the  ference,  of  a  ftt  gnsHy  substance,  witfaout 

same  as  before."     Premature  labour  was  any  appearance  of  cironlatum  in  it.    No 

induced,  and  the  child  was  bom  alive  without  artery  entering  it.    No  rein  proeeeding  tnm 

artificial  assistance,  but  has  not  been  reared,  it.     Unconnected  with  the  arteriee  wfakh 

Pregnancy  again  took  place,  and  the  pro-  run  down  from  the  internal  iliacs  to  tnpply 

priety  of  inducing  premature  labour  came  the  contents  of  the  pelvis.     It  seemed  the 

again  to  be  considered.    The  accuracy  of  production  of  the  ligament  alone.     Could 

Dr.  Haslewood's  description  was  fully  veri-  not  an  indsion  have  been  made  at  one  side 

fied  by  the  most  careful  examination  which  I  of  the  perineum  and  anus,"  faiqiiizes   Dr. 

could  make  of  the  pelvis,  but  I  was  induced.  Drew,  **  backwards,  towards  the  os  ooceygis, 

from    the    extraordinary  state    of  mental  and  the  root  of  the  tumor,  proceeding  fimn 

anxiety  and  dread  of  the  operation  enter-  the  sacro-sciatic  ligament,  be  come  ^  and 

tained  by  the  lady,  to  recommend  her  to  be  cut  through  ?    And  as  it  was  so  easy  to 

allowed  to  go  to  the  full  period,  and  the  detach  it  from  the  contents  of  the  pelvis, 

delivery  to  1^  completed  with  the  forceps  as  might  not  it  have  been  witiiont  much  diffi- 

soon  as  it  should  become  evident  that  the  culty  removed  ?     Should  any  artery  in  the 

head  could  not  pass  without  suffering  from  neighbourhood  of  the  perineum  be  cut,  it 

the  pressure  of  the  point  of  the  sacrum  and  covld  easily  be  taken  up ;   and  as  the  tnmor 

coccyx.    The  child  was  bom  by  the  natural  itself  received  no  branch  from  the  internal 

efforts,  and  is  now  alive.  arteries  of  the  pelvis,  the  luemorrfaage,  in 

Tumors  within  the  pelvis  occanoning  diffi-  all  probability,  would  not  be  great." 

cult  parturition  are  not  of   very  frequent  Six    months    after    this    dissection    the 

occurrence,  \A.t  when  large,  hard,  and  im-  following    case   occurred,  which  is  extr»- 

moveable,  they  produce   nearly  the  same  ordinary  alike  for  the  accuracy  of  the  diag- 

consequences  as  ^tortion  and  exostosis  of  nosis  and  the  frunlity  and   success  of  the 

the  pelvis,  and  require,  in  many  respects,  a  formidable  operation  performed.    A  tumor, 

similar  mode   of  treatment.    The  greater  much  larger  than  the  fist,   was    removed 

number  of  these  tumors  are  enlarged  ovaria,  through  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  and  in  three 

which    have    become  fixed    by    adhesions  days  the  patient  '^was  able  to  suckle  her 

to    the    uterus  and    rectum.      Some    are  child,  and  the  wound  perfectly  healed." 

fibrous  tumors  developed  in  the  walls  of  the  Aug.  26,  1803,  I  was  called  on,  says  Dr. 

nterus,  and  others  grow  from  the  ligaments  Drew,  to  Mrs.  M         ,  of  Lismore.     She 

and  bones  of  the  pelvis,  and  are  situated  in  had  been  two  days  in  labour  before  I  saw 

the  loose   cellular  and   adipose    substance  her,  and  was  attended  by  Dr.  Power,  Dr. 

lying  between  the  bones,  and  the  bladder,  the  Hannan,  and  Mr.   Pack,   Surgeon  to  the 

vagina,  and  rectum.     These  latter  form  by  4l8t  Regiment  of  Foot.    Those  gentlemen 

far  the  most  rare  variety  of  pelvic  tumors  were  puzzled  at  the  presentation,  and  so  I 

which  obstruct  the  progress  of  the  child's  should  have  been,  had  I  not  met  vritfa  tiie 

head  during  labour,  and  their  diagnosis  is  preceding  case.     It  was  exactly  the  same. 

extremely  (tifficult  and  obscure.      I  shall  The  tumor  grew  out  of  the  right  side,  and 

relate   the    following    examples    of    these  occupied  the  whole  cavity  of  the  pdvis  so 

tumors  growing  from  the  pelvic  ligaments  completely  as  to  admit  of  passing  onl^  one 

and  bones,  for  the  purpose  of  impressing  finger  between  it  and  the  pubis,  by  which  I 

upon  yon  the  necessity  of  observing  the  could  scarcely  reach  the  head  of  the  child, 

greatest  cantion  in  adoptmg  the  bold  and  She  said  she  had  for  some  months  laboored 

Buccessful  plan  of  treatment  pursued  by  Dr.  under  dysuria,  so  that  the  catheter  had  been 

Drew  and  Dr.  Bums.  employed  by  a  surgeon  who  attended  her, 

_._,.,             ^         ^,  and  who  attributed  that  affection  to  her 

Difficult  hbour  from  fibrouM  tumon  at-  g^te  of  pregnancy,  supposing  it  to   arise 

tacAed  to  th€  iaero-sciatic  ligaments  and  f^om  the  pressure  of  the  gravid  womb  :  that 

oonei  qr  the  pehU.  ^^    y^^^    ^^^^    acquired    the    knack    of 

In  February  1803,  Dr.  Drew  examined  pressing  on  the  tumor  with  her  finger,  which 

thebody  of  Mrs.  Shaw,  Bt.  37,  the  mother  of  enabled  her  to  make  urine  without  assis- 

six  children,  who  had  died  from  a  tumor  tance.     Being  convinced  of  the  nature  of  the 

within  the    pelvis,  which  compressed   the  case,   I   related  that  of  Mrs.   Shaw,   and 

bladder  and  rectum.     It  was  situated  in  the  represented  the  possibility  of  removing  the 

loose  cellular  and  adipose  substance  between  tnmor  with  a  prospect  of  success,  at  least 

the  viscera  and  bones  of  the  pelvis,  and  it  with  more  than  would  attend  the  Caesarean 

grew  by  a  strong  root,  of  a  hard  gristly  section.     Embryulcia  was  out  of  the  qnes- 

nature,  from  the  left  sacro-sdatic  ligament,  tion  ;   it  could  not  be  performed :  there  was 

Having  cut  through  the  root  the  tumor  came  no  room  to  extract  the  child :    and  if  it  had 

away,   like  an  almond  blanched  from    its  been    practicable,   since  the  mother's   life 

•kin,  so  slightly  was  it  attached  to  the  parts  could  be  prolonged  for  a  short  time  only,  it 

that  surrounded  it.     *'  The  tumor  was  per-  involved  in  it  a  crime;   and  to  leave  our 
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patifliit  mideliTerad  was  crad  and  unpro-    yesterday  morning  withont  effect.     Some 
WBiiniMil    They  therefore  willingly  contented    caator  oQwaa  given  in  the  eveningy  which 
to  theoperation  propoaed.    Hafing  laid  my    produced  rather  too  many  eracoationB ;  but 
petle&t  on  a  table  in  the  poatore  of  operating    no  bad  aymptom  took  place.    We  removed 
ftnr  UAatomff  my  awiating  frienda  holding    the  sponge  from  the  ragina,  and  fonnd  the 
each  a  knee,  and  the  midiHfb  the  shoulders,    space  which  the  tumor  had  occupied  com- 
I  made  my  faicision  by  the  right  side  of  tiie  pletely  obliterated.     But  two  of  the  stitches 
pfirineam  mid  anus,  towards  the  os  coocygis,  gave  way,  and  left  the  lips  in  part  separated, 
and  with  tiie  second  stroke  of  the  scalpel  Thespongewasomitted,  and  the  lips  brought 
faronght  the  tuaor  into  view.     I  passed  my  together  again  with  a  strip  of  adhesive  plaster. 
flngcr  before  and  behind  its  root,  which  I  An  anodyne  was  prescribed,  to  check  the 
cadly  divided  with  the  knife,  and  introduced  catharsis,  and  two  scruples  of  bark  to  be 
■7  handf  and  detached  it  firom  the  side  of  taken  three  times  in  the  day.      Here  our 
the  pdvia ;  withdrew  that  hand,  and  intro-  report  ended,  as  no  unfavourable  symptom 
doeed  the  otfaer»  by  wUch  I  separated  it  with  occurred ;  I  visited  her  for  the  last  time  on 
equal  fodUtj  from  the  vagina  and  rectum,  the  29th,  and  found  her  able  to  suckle  her 
§mdf  to  their  gnat  pleaanre  and  surprise,  child ;  boith  eompletely  well ;  the  wound  per- 
linM||it  it  away.    A  gush  of  blood  now  took  feetly  healed,  without  a  vestige  of  any  ill 
nla0e»  and  I  erammed  in  a  sponge,  which  consequence  from  the  operation. 
trnfantly  dmeked  it.    An  artery  near  the        Mrs.    M.    is    a    slender    and    delicate 
|p*ii!f"^  qwnted.    This  I  Isid  my  finger  woman,  aged  about  20,  and  married  twelve 
on«  and  eoinld,  if  neoeasary,  in  any  instant  months ;  had  once  before  marriage  some 
Imu  taken  it  up ;  but  all  hsemorrhage  com-  suppression  of  urine,  but  attended  witb  no 
plalBly  eeaaed.    We  now  turned  our  atten-  pain.    The  tumor  measures  14  inches  in  cir- 
tion  towaiJa  tiie  aupport  of  our  patient :  cumference,    weighs    about    2    pounda    8 
asBUWwi.  her  ail  danger  was  over.    No  faint-  ounces,  and  is  of  the  same  nature  and  con- 
ing Deemed  i  her  pulse  was  sufficiently  dis-  sistence  with  that  found  in  Mrs.  Shaw.    As 
tinet  and  atrang«    We  administered  a  little  the  above  cases  are  very  uncommon — as  the 
wine,  bat  the  bat  of  cordials  was  the  great  operation  was  attended  with  unexpected  and 
pleanra  and  saHAflHnn  she  saw  in  the  signal  success,  and  the  cure  complete — and 
comntenaneea  of  us  alL    A  labour  pain  now  since  many  of  the  profession  are  inclined  to 
oame  on,  aneeeeded  by  another  and  another ;  discredit  such  cases,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
the  head  dsseeniieil  into  the  cavity  of  the  subjoin  the  testimony  of  those  who  were  pre- 
pelvia  I   the  iponge  was  protruded  from  the  sent.  I  have  therefore  obtained  the  signaturea 
wonnd.    We  retained  her  for  an  hour  on  of  Dr.  Power,  Dr.  Hannan,  and  Mr.  Pack. 
tlia  tabie»  eipeeting    she  would  soon   be        In  the  histories  of  these  very  remarkable 
flelivcradv    bat    finding    her    labour    grow  cases  of  tumors  growing  from  the  sacro- 
tadiona  wn  nmoved  her  into  bed.     Here  we  sciatic  ligaments,  and  situated  in  the  cellular 
tmabad  to  the  eflbrta  of  nature  for  six  hours,  and  adipose  substance  between  the  viscera 
Vlndiug  the  duld  was  presenting  with  its  and  the  pelvis,  there  are  no  symptoms  de- 
foea  iowarda  the  oa  pubis,  and  apprehensive  scribed  by  which  tliey  could  be  distinguished 
nf  her  wanting  atrength,  I  applied  the  for-  firom  ovarian  and  uterine  tumors,  the  re- 
dettvend  her  of  a  living  child,  moval  of  which  in  this  manner  no  scientific 
irinoe  eontinned  well.    The  pla-  surgeon  would  recommend.  They  are  related 
down  into*  the  vagina,  and  was  in  far  too  indefinite  a  manner  to  warrant  us 
No  hsemorrhage  took  place,  in  drawing  any  conclusion  from  them,  or 
were  paaaed  through  the  lips  proceeding  to  perform  this  operation  where 
ef  the  wound,  and  a  large  sponge  was  thrust  the  diagnosis  was  not  more  clearly  deter- 
into  the  valvea  to  keep  the  aides  of  the  mined.     The  second  case  was  most  success- 
cavftywUeheontsined  the  tumor  in  contact,  fnl,  marvellously  so  it  is  true,  the  patient 
end  ill  the  otlier  reqniaite  arrangements  and  being  well  in  three  days ;  but  this  is  no  teat 
momS/Kta  were  employed.  We  waited  on  her  of  the  propriety  of  the  operation,  or  proof 
la  the  evening ;  Ibund  her  as  we  could  wish  ;  that  the  case  is    a   safe  guide    to  us  in 
dnv  off  aiNWt  half  a  pound  of  urine  with  practice.     I  cannot  recommend  you  under 
the  ertheftar,  for  the  sponge  prevented  her  similar  circumstances  to  go  and  do  likewise, 
ftuM  »alring  it  heradf ;  left  her  to  repose,  as  some  have  advised,  but  it  is  proper  that 
■id  nest  morning  visited  her  again ;  she  your  attention  should  be  directed  to  the 
slept  wuUy  and  eomplained  of  little  pain  possibility  of  such  a  case  occurring,  and  the 
the  wound.    We  drew  off  her  urine,  necessity  of  examining  in  all  possible  ways, 
liMUfed  tlie  sponge  fh)m  the  vagina,  if  such  a  case  should  present  itself,  so  as  to 
I  washed  out  with  a  syringe,  and  establish  a  diagnosis  by  which  you  might  be 
It  oompletely  fkve  from  any  injury  or  prevented  from  being  misled.     1  have  never 
i  I  TColaeed  the  sponge,  and  dressed  seen  a  tumor  growing  from  the  ligaments  or 
inth  a  pledget  and  T  bandage.  bones  of  the  pelvis.     I  h^'^e  %^\x  xcasl") 
18.^An  enema  was  administered  ovarian  and  uXeime  tumors  t^Yi\%  v^.^  ^^ 
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pelvis,  bat  there  U  no  Bymptom  that  I  am  previous  history  of  the  case,  or  who  did  not 

aware  of  by  which  you  can  distinguish  these  see  the  external  cicatrix,  could  not  have  dia- 

firom  tnmors  situated  between   the  pelvic  covered  that  any  operation  had  been  per- 

bones  and  viscera.  formed.    After  a  lapse  of  more  than  fifteen 

The  only  case  that  I  know  of  similar  to  the  years,  she  still  continues  well,  but  baa  never 

cases  of  Dr.  Drew  is  the  following,  in  which  been  again  pregnant." 
the  tumor  was  exterior  to  the  uterine  organs, 

though  adhering  to  them.  Difficult  labour  from  owtrian  and  uierme 

*  *  In  a  dreadful  case  which  I  met  with  some  tumors. 

yearsago,'*  says  Dr.  Bums,  "theattachments  Baudelooque  relates  a  case  of   ovarian 

were  extensive,  and  the  tumor  so  large  as  to  tumor  in  the  pelvis,  obstructing  delivery,  in 

fill  the  pelvis,  and  permit  ooly  one  finger  to  which  Lauveijat  had  proposed  to  perform 

be  passed  between  it  at  the  right  side  of  the  the  Ciesarean  operation.  Baudeiocqaetnmed 

basin.  It  adhered  from  the  symphysis  pubis  the  child,  after  forcing  up  the  tumor  above 

round  to  the  sacrum,  being  attached  to  the  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  but  he  was  oUigedto 

urethra,  obturator  muscle,  and  rectum  ;  in-  extract  the  head  with  the  fbrceps,  after  the 

timately  adhering  to  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  body  and  extremities  of  the  cfaihi  had  been 

and  even  overlapping  it  a  little  towards  the  delivered.    The  child  was   dead,   and   the 

acetabulum.  It  was  hard,  somewhat  irregular,  woman  died  two  days  after.     The  tnmor 

and  scarcely  moveable.     The  patient,  Mrs.  was  ascertained    on  dissection  to    be    an 

Broadfbot,  was  in  the  ninth  month  of  preg-  ovarian  C3rst  filled  with  long  hair  and  nine 

nancy.  There  was  no  choice  except  between  well-formed  teeth.    The  patient  had  been  in 

the  Cesarean  operation  and  the  extirpation  labour  60  houn.     If  there  was  space  to  ad* 

of  the  tumor.    The  latter  was  agreed  on  ;  mit  the  hand  to  be  passed  into  the  utema  te 

and,  with  the  assistance  of  Messrs.  Cowper  turn  the  child,  there  must  have  been  suf* 

and  Russel,  I  performed  it  on  the  16th  of  fident  space  for  the  employment  of  the  per- 

Mareh,  a  few  houra  after  slight  labour  pains  forator  and  crotchet.    Doeveren  had  raoourse 

had  come  on.     An  incision  was  made  on  the  to  turning  in  a  similar  case,  and  the  mother 

left  side  of  the  orifice  ofthe  vagina,  perineum,  and  child  both  perished.     Dr.  Mackenne 

and  anus,  through  the  skin,  cellular  sub-  turned  the  child  with  great  difficulty  in  a 

stance,  andtransversalisperinei.  The  levator  case  of  llarge  ovarian  cyst,  filling  up  the 

ani  beSi^  freely  exposed,   the  tumor  was  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  and  pressing  die  os 

then  toiled  easily  with  the  finger.      A  uteri  forward  to  the  pubes.    The  head  of 

catheter  was  introduced  into  the  urethra,  the  child  could  not  be  extracted  without  long- 

and  the  tumor  separated  firom  its  attach-  continued  and  violent  efforts,  and  the  woman 

ments  to  that  part.     It  was  next  separated  died  the  following  day.     Dr.  Ford  relates 

from  the  uterus,  vagina,  and  rectum,  partly  two  cases  of  difficult  labour  from  pelvic 

by  the  scalpel,  partly  by  the  finger.     I  could  tumors;  In  the  first,  as  the  tumor  was  large 

then  grasp  it  as  a  child's  head,  but  it  was  and  firm,  and  did  not  yield  or  diminish  by 

quite  fixed  to  the  pelvis.     An  incision  was  the  force  of  the  pains,  the  head  was  per^ 

made  into  it  with  a  knife  as  near  the  pelvis  forated,   but  the  patient  died  three  weeks 

as  possible ;  but  from  the  difficulty  of  acting  after.    When  the  body  was  opened,   the 

safely  with  that  instrument,  the  sdssora,  tumor  was  found  to  be  an  encysted  dropsy  of 

guided  with  the  finger,  were  employed  when  the  ovarium,  in  which  there  vras  a  considerable 

I  came  near  the  back  part ;  and  instead  of  quantity  of  hair.     In  the  latter  case,  which 

going  quite  tiurough,  I  stopped  when  near  the  in  all  its  circumstances  resembled  the  former, 

posterior  surface,  lest  I  idiould  wound  the  a  trocar  was  passed  through  the  posterior 

rectum,  or  a  large  vessel,  and  completed  the  part  of  the  vagina  directly  into  the  tumor, 

operation  with  a  spatula.    The  tumor  was  A  large  quantity  of  water  was  immediately 

then  removed,  and  its  base  or  attachment  to  discharged,  the  tumor  subsided,  and  a  living 

the  bones  dissected  off  as  closely  as  possible,  child  was  bom  without  any  feuther  assistance. 

Little  blood  was  lost.     The  pains  imme-  This  patient  recovered  from  the  lying-in, 

diately  became  strong,  and  before  she  was  but  some  time  after  becoming  bectie,  she 

laid  down  in  bed  they  were  pressing.     In  died  at  the  end  of  about  six  months,  thongh 

fbnr  hours  she  was  detivered  oif  a  still-bom  from  the  symptoms  it  did  not  appear  tbat 

ehild  above  the  average  sixe.     Peritoneal  in-  the  fever  was  occasioned  either  by  the  disease 

flammation,  with  oonsidereble  constitutional  or  the  operation.     This  patient  was  not 

Irritation,  succeeded ;  but  by  the  prompt  and  examined  after  death.      **  Having  related 

active  use  of  the  lanoet,  and  purgatives,  the  these  two  cases,"   observes  Dr.   Denman 

danger  was  soon  over,  uid  the  recovery  went  (1 795),  **  I  have  said  all  which  I  had  to  ad- 

on  well.     In  the  month  of  May  tiie  wound  vance  on  the  subject,  except  that  I  have  met 

was  healed.    On  examining  per  vaginam  the  with  more  than  one  instance  of  a  drcom- 

vagina  wai  fdt  adhering  as  it  ought  to  do  to  scribed  tumor  on  one  side  of  the  pehns 

the  pelvis,  rectnm,&c.  The  side  of  the  pelvis  which  I  at  first  suspected  to  be  a  diseased 

was  imootfa,  and  a  perwVn  ignorant  of  the  ovarium.    But  as  these  tumors  have  always 
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given  way  to  the  pressure  of  the  head  of  the  strippings  of  tripe ;  some  of  these  were  aa 

child,  the  passage  of  which  they  have  only  large  as  a  quarter  of  a  sheet  of  common 

retarded  for  a  ^ort  time,  I  have  concluded  paper.  The  tumor  was  completely  evacuated 

they  were  formed  either  by  some  soft  fatty  by  the  next  pain,  and  in  two  or  three  more 

■nbstanoe  collecting  there,  or  were  cysts  the  child  was  expelled.    The  recovery  was 

containing    lymph    casually    effused,    and  slow  after  this  delivery  ;  a  very  considerable 

forming  to  itself  a  cyst  from  the  cellular  offensive  discharge  ensued  from  the  incision, 

membrane.     But  on  miaking  an  examination  with  pains  in  the  loins,  debility,  and  sympto- 

after  delivery,   the  tumors  were  found  to  matic  fever.     In  two  months  the  symptoms 

have  again  acquired  their  primitive  form  and  disappeared,  but  the  healing  of  the  tumor 

■K."  and  consolidation  of  its  cavity  occasioned  a 

Few  if  any   additional  hcts  of  import-  considerable  stricture,    so  that    the    next 

moe  respecting  tumors  within  the  pelvis  oc-  laboure  were  also  difficult, 

cadoning  difficult   parturition,   were  pub-  In  the  next  case  related   by  Mr.  Park 

lished  (ram  1795  to  1811,  when  Mr.  Park's  there  was  a  considerable  tumor,  like  those 

paper  on  the  subject  appeared  in  the  2d  Vol.  ahready  described,  filling  up  a  considerable 

of  the  Medico-Chinirgical  Transactions,  in  part  of  the  pelvis,  but  of  a  less  firm  texture, 

whieh  he  has  rehited  clearly  and  precisely  and  not  so  globular,  being  of  a  more  irregular 

the  folkming  histories.  oblong  figure.     The  woman  had  been  in 

In  his  first  case  the  patient  had  been  long  labour  two  days ;  her  strength  was  not  much 

in  labour,  but  the  head  could  not  enter  the  exhausted,  and  the  head  pressed  more  into 

pelvis    owing    to  a  firm    globular    tumor  the  pelvis  than  in  either  of  the  former  cases. 

ritnated  between   the  vagina  and   rectum.  It  was  determined   to   leave   the  case    to 

which  left  very  little  space  between  this  and  nature  for  a  time,  and  perforate  the  head  if 

thepnbet.   The  head  of  the  child  was  opened  requisite.     The   child  was  cxi>ellcd  by  the 

and  extracted  with  mnch  difficulty.     After  natural  efforts  on  the  following  day,  but  she 

deliveiy,  the  tumor  totally  disappeared  ;  the  died  three  days  afterwards  with  vomiting  and 

patient  had  more  children  afterwards,  with-  constipation.     The  nature  of  the  tumor  was 

out  any  recurrence  of  the  tumor.    Mr.  Park  not  ascertained.     In  the  4th  case  a  tumor 

tiKNight  that  an  attempt  should  have  been  filled  the  pelvis,  and  kept  the  head  of  the  child 

made  to  diminish  the  bulk  of  the  tumor  above  the  brim  after  the  labour  had  con- 

bcfbre  having  recourse  to  the  crotchet.     In  tinned  long  and  exhaustion  had  taken  place. 

his  aecoiid  case  he  found  the  pelvis  nearly  An  incision  was  made  into  the  tumor,  but 

Ailed  by  a  tnmor  similar  in  situation  and  no  cavity  discovered.     Nothing  but   blood 

texture  to  that  in  the  former  case.     It  was  was  discharged.     The  head  of  the  child  was 

with  some  difficulty  that  the  finger  could  be  opened,  and  the  patient  recovered  without 

|Mnsed  between  the  tnmor  and  the  pubis,  so  much  difficulty.     In  the  last  case  an  ovarian 

M  to  reach  the  oa  internum,  till  it  became  a  cyst  filled  the  pelvis  so  completely  that  the 

good  deal  dilated.    After  a  severe  and  pro-  os  uteri  could  not  be  reached.   In  the  evening, 

truted  struggle,   the  delivery  was  accom-  after  slight  pains  had  continued  all  day,  it 

plished  by  the  natural  efforts,  and  the  child  was  reached  with  some  difficulty  above  the 

was  bom  alive.     After  this  she  had  four  symphysis  pubis,  and  the  head  was  felt  pre- 

niscarriaga  and  premature  births  in  sue-  senting.    The  night  passed  over  with  Uttle 

oeirioa,  iuAi  time  of  twins,  from  the  4th  to  alteration,  and  the  whole  of  the  next  day 

the  end  of   the  7th  month.     The  seven  without  much  more.      Strong  pains  then 

months'  children  were  the  last  of  the  four ;  came  on,  and  continued  the  whole  of  the 

and  tfaeas  were  likewise  bom  without  any  following  night,  which  dilated  the  os  uteri  to 

Ibrdble  measures.  During  these  pregnancies  the  diameter  of  three  inches.     An  opening 

tiie  tnmor  by  its  pressure  on  the  urethra  was  made  into  the  tumor  after  the  labour  had 

frequently  occasioned  retention  of  urine  so  as  continued  some  time  longer,  and  a  bloody 

to  raqnire  the  use  of  the  catheter,  although  serum  drained  off,  so  as  to  render  the  tumor 

by  the  touch  little  ehange  could  be  discovered  quite  flaccid,  and  to  diminish  its  bulk  at 

in  iti  balk.  In  her  next  pregnancy  she  went  least  two-thirds.  As  the  head  descended  into 

to  her  fall  time  of  a  single  child,  and  after  the  pelvis,    it    become    totally    evacuated, 

dm  had  been  long  in  labour,  the  head  pressed  Immediately  after  the  puncture  was  made, 

constantly  on  t^  upper  part  of  the  tumor,  the  head  began  to  dip  into  the  pelvis,  and  to 

witfaoofc being  ^leto  descend  into  the  pelvis,  dilate  the  os  internum  more  fully ;  but  the 

Tbelmicette  cach^  was  conducted  along  the  child  proving  a  large  one,  it  required  eight 

flngcr  to  a  part  of  the  tnmor  which  felt  houre  more  of  strong  labour  to  complete  the 

tiiinoar  titan  the  rest,  and  three  or  four  delivery,  although  the  tumor  could  not  op- 

■rmfnhri  were  made  till  the  parietes  felt  pose  any  further  resistance.    The  long  pres- 

diin,  and  the  inatnunent  was  then  forced  sure  on  the  head  destroyed  the  child,  but  the 

teto  a  large  cavi^  which  was  filled  with  a  patient  recovered. 

jUoodj  aanloaa  fluid  with  a  number  of  flakes  Mr.  Park  has  given  no  opinion  respecting 

flf  mnnlnanoaB  lubstances  resembling  the  the  origin  and  nature  of  these  tumors^  uv<M.t 
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of  wlddi  were  probably  OTarian.  Hie  prac^  elastic,  lobulated  tamor,  between  tbe  Ti^ioa 
tice  adopted  by  him  was  certainly  extremely  and  rectum,  which  waa  ponctmned  widi  a 
jndidons ;  but  it  did  not  differ  from  tbat    trocar  from  the  rectum ;  but  the  matter  it 

which  Dr.  Ford  had  recourse  to  in  his  cases,  contained  was  of  the  consistence  of  honey, 
In  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  these  and  would  not  flow  through  the  trocar, 
tumors,  tiierefore,  there  is  nothing  absolutely    Hie  patient  was  left  twenty-fbor  houra  In 

new  in  Mr.  Park's  paper;  but  its  publication  labour.  After  this,  when  the  tttmor  was 
was  of  use  by  directing  the  attention  of    somewhat  diminished  In  Tcdmne,  hat  the 

practitioners  to  the  subject.  head  of  the  child  was  not  at  all  adranoed. 

In  the  third  Tolume  of  the  Medico-Chi-  the  head  was  perforated,  and  ei^it  boon 

mrgical  Transactions,  Dr.  Merriman  (1812),  after  it  was  extracted.      The   tumor  had 

has  related  a  case  of  difiBcult  parturition  ceased  to  be  felt  before  this.      Eigfateeo 

occasioned  by  an  oTsrian  cyst  in  the  pelvis,  months  after  she  died  hectic    The  eflbcts  of 

which  occurred  in  1804.    After  thirty-six  chronic  inflammation  were  apparent  in  the 

hours  had  passed  in  serere  and  ineffectual  abdomen;  and  the  OTarium,  whidi  was  in 

pain,  the  hoid  was  perforated,  and  extracted  its  natural  situation,  equalled  a  small  leaMm 

with  much  difficulty.     Soon  after  this  child  in  sise,  and  contained  sebaceous  matter,  and 

was  bom   it  was  ascertained  that  there  was  a  tooth  lying  loose  among  it.    The  tamor  In 

another  in  the  uterus,  which,  being  smaller,  the  third  case  was  neithor  so  laige  nor  in* 

waa  expelled  by  the   natural  efforts,  and  compressible  as  in  the  oth^r  Instanoea.    As 

appeared  to  have  been  dead  some  hours,  the  head  of  the  child  waa  forced  down  at 

The  patient  died  in  a  few  days  frt)m  peri-  each  pain,   the  tumor  yielded  or  beeame 

toneal  inflammation,  and  the  right  ovarium,  flattenled  against  the  back   of  the  pelvis, 

about  the  size  of  a  trap-ball,  and  in  a  state  The  hand  was  passed  into  the  vi^ina,  and 

of  high  inflammation,  was  found  lying  be-  the  tumor  pushed  up  above  the  brim ;  and 

tween  the  rectum  and  the  vagina.  The  brim  thus  room  was  procured  for  the  heed  to 

of  the  pelvis  was  narrow.    Dr.  Merriman  pass,  which  in  less  than  an  hour  was  pro- 

also  relates  a  case  which  had  occurred  a  truded  through  the  os  externum.    Tlie  ddld 

short  time  before  in  one  of  the  London  was  alive  and  healthy.    The  right  shonlder 

lying-in  hospitals,  in  which  the  labour  was  presented  in  the  fourth  case,  tjSa  history  of 

protracted  by  an  ovarian  tumor  in  the  pelvis,  which  was  communicated  by  Mr.  Hardwidc, 

consisting,  like  Baudelocque's,  of  fatty  matter,  of  Epsom,  and  the  tumor  was  not  connected 

intermix^  with  hair  and  teeth.    The  head  with  the  ovaria.     It  was  situated  between 

of  the  child  was  perforated,  and  the  woman  the  cervix  uteri  and  the  rectum,  formh^  a 

was  delivered,  but  did  not  long  survive,  cushion  in  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  the 

"  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,"  he  says,  after  superior  portion    rising  an  inch  or  mors 

alluding  to  all  these  cases,  *'  I  am  disposed  above  the  projecting  part  of  that  bone.     Its 

to  believe  that,  where  the  tumor  in   the  shape  was  elliptical,  flattened  at  the  anterior 

vagina  occupies  a  large  space,  it  would  be  a  and  posterior  surfaces  by  the  pressure  it  had 

more  warrantable  practice  to  remove  it  by  sustained ;  its  size  was  that  of  a  laige  orange, 

excision,  if  it  consisted  of  solid  substance,  or  the  head  of  a  foetus  at  six  months.     It 

and  certainly  to  puncture  it  if  it  contained  a  was  contained  in  a  cyst,  apparently  formed 

fluid,  rather  than  to  expose  the  child  to  of  the  peritoneal  reflection  at  its  superior 

certain    death,    and    the  mother  to  great  part,  and  ofthe  cellular  membrane  comieeting 

hazard,  by  the  use  of  the  perforator."     Dr.  the  rectum  and  vagina.    The  ovaria  were  of 

Drew's  cases  are  quoted  to  sanction,  in  some  their  proper  size  and  in  their  natural  sitoa- 

degree,  the  attempt  to  remove  solid  ovarian  tion.    The  anterior  part  of  the  rectum  was 

tumors  by  excision  during  labour ;  although,  inseparably  connected  to  the  tumor.    The 

as  haa  been  already  sti^,  it  was  not  an  whole  mass  was  soft  and  compressible ;  and 

OTarian  tumor  which  Dr.   Drew  removed  although  the  cyst  was  in  most  parts  Terj 

through  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis.  thin,  it  had  not  given  way  by  the  force 

Other  five  cases,  of  a  nature  similar  to  the  employed  in  the  delivery.    The  contents  of 

nreoeding,    have    been    recorded    by    Dr.  the  tumor  were  regularly  disposed  in  layers, 

Merriman  in  the  tenth  volume  of  the  same  the  concave  surfooe  of  one  portion  being 

work.     In  the  first  the  delivery  was  aooom*  exactly  adapted  to  the  convex  surfoce  of  the 

Elished  with  the  greatest  difficulty  after  the  next,  and  the  diameter  of  each  about  the  size 
cad  of  the  child  had  been  opened.  Hie  of  a  sixpence.  Their  colour  resembled  tallow, 
tumor,  which  was  large  and  elastic,  occupied  and  they  appeared  to  consist  of  adipooeroua 
the  back  part  and  left  side  of  the  pelvis,  matter.  The  woman  was  left  long  in  labour 
which  waa  distorted ;  and  it  was  not  opened,  before  the  operation  of  turning  was  performed. 
Dr.  Denman  and  Mr.  Croft  not  being  satis-  The  crotchet  and  blunt  hook  were  employed 
fied  that  it  contamed  a  fluid.  The  patient  before  the  head  could  be  extracted.  Alarming 
ultimately  recovered,  after  remaining  long  in  symptoms  took  place  immediately  after  de- 
extreme  danger.  The  labour  Usted  ninety  livery,  and  she  died  in  less  than  half  an  hour, 
houn.  In  the  second  case  there  was  a  tenae,  before  the  placenta  could  be  extracted.    She 
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wu  44  yean  of  age,  and  had  been  delivered  was  evident  that  some  malformation  or  dis- 

of  six  children.  In  her  first  and  sixth  labours  ease  had  taken  place  in  the  pelvis  between 

the  forceps  were  used ;  but  no  tumor  existed  the  two  preceding  Ijrings-in :  I  was  therefore 

at  the  tune  of  her  former  labour,  at  least  anxious  to  ascertain  whether  the  same  ob- 

I1OII0  that  coidd  be  detected.    The  fifth  case  stacle  to  the    passage    of  the    child   still 

also  terminated  fiitally.    After  labour  had  existed.    An  examination  being  allowed,  I 

continued  a  great  many  hours,  a  small-sized  found  a  large  tumor  of  considerable  solidity, 

curved  trocar  was  passed  up  the  rectum  but  of  what  description  I  am  still  ignorant, 

■nd  pushed  into  the  tumor,  and  about  six  filling  up  nearly  the  whole  cavity  of  the 

omioes  of  a  pale  yellow  fluid  escaped.    The  pelvis,  so  as  scarcely  to    admit  the  free 

aiie  of  the  tumor  was  diminished  so  much  passage  of  two  fingers  to  the  brim.    This 

that  it  was  expected  the  child  would  pass  by  information  placed  me  upon  the  alert,  and 

the  natural  efforts ;  but  on  the  following  day  gave  me  some  idea  of  the  difficulties  I  should 

it  was  found  necessary  to  deliver  by  opening  in  future  have  to  contend  with.     I  extended 

tiie  head/   She  died  in  a  few  days,  with  the  my  inquiries  to  the  nature  of  the  preceding 

niiial  ^mptoms  of  uterine  inflammation,  labour,  the  degree  of  difficulty  attending  it, 

The  right  ovarium  was  found  imbedded  be-  and  the  danger  following  it ;   and  having 

tween  the  vagina  and  the  rectum :  it  was  made  myself  acquainted  with  these  facts  as 

about  tlie  sin  of  a  sheep's  bladder,  and  far  as  I  was  able,  I  proponed  the  induction 

contained  fotty  matter,  a  large  quantity  of  qf  premature  labour,  at  the  mott   likely 

hair,  and  the  rudiments  of  two  or  three  teeth,  meant  ofdiminithing  the  patient*  t  tufferingt. 

Tliat  labour  was  allowed  to  go  on  too  The  proposition  was  readily  acceded  to.     I 

long  in  most  of  these  cases  there  can  be  little  was  now  desirous  of  a  consultation,  as  well 

domit.    In  cases  where  the  tumor  is  large,  for  a  sanction  to  the  proceeding  as  for  deter- 

Dr.  Merriman  infers,  from  the  results,  that  mining  the  most  proper  time  to  put  it  in 

the  perforator  alone  cannot  be  trusted  to,  practice.     Two  celebrated  professional  ac- 

•nd  that  experience  does  not  warrant  the  coucheurs    met    me    in  consultation  with 

practioe  of  turning  and  delivering  by  the  feet.     Mr. ,  who  had  been  present  at  the  pre- 

"  Upon  Aevrliole,"  he  thinks,  "the  evidence  ceding  difficult  labour.     After  all  the  in- 

we  at  piCMnt  possess  is  most  in  favour  of  qnirics  we  severally  could  make,  the  induction 

imening  tbe  tumors ;  for  of  the  nine  women  of  premature  labour  appeared  to  all  to  be 

wno  recovered  more  or  less  perfectly,  five  impossible,  inasmuch  as  the  tumor  so  far 

appear  to  owe  their  safety  to  this  operation ;  prevented  the  introduction  of  the  hand  that 

and  of  die  three  children  bom  alive,  or  sup-  the  finger  could  not  be  carried  sufficiently 

poied  to  be  so,  two  were  preserved  by  the  high  to  reach  the  os  uteri.     In  this  dilemma 

aame  means."  we  had  no  alternative  but  to  let  the  woman 

Koddng  is  said   by   Mr.   Park   or  Dr.  go  her  full  time  and  take  her  chance.     Her 

Merriman,  in  the  fourth  edition  of  his  work  labour  commenced   on    the    fore    part    of 

on  DifBcuIt  Fkrturition  (1826),  respecting  Tuesday,  June  25th,  and  went  on  slowly  till 

the  propriety  of  inducing  premature  labour  evening,  when  the  pains  began  to  quicken. 

where  it  is  known  during  pregnancy  that  a  About  midnight  I  was  called,  and  found  the 

tumor  oeenpies  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  os  uteri  dilated,  the  liquor  amnii  discharged, 

is  find  vnthin  it.     As  earlv  as   1815   it  the  pains  very  active,  the  head  at  the  brim 

«|mears,  however,  from  the  history  of  the  of  the  pelvis,  and  scarcely  sufficient  room  to 

fbuowing  ease,  No.  fiO,  that  this  subject  had  admit  two  fingers  through  the  pelvis.   I  sent 

Imcd  fofiy  coniridered  by  Dr.  Ramsbotham,     to  Mr. ,  who  had  been  requested  to  be 

Senior;  and  tiiat  the  operation  was  sane-  again   present,  but  he  was  not  at  home, 

tioned  bj  ottier  two  professional  accoucheurs,  The  pains  rapidly  increasing  in  power,  I 

end  would  have  been  performed  if  it  had  determined    immediately  upon   perforating 

been  poerible  to  reach  the  os  uteri.  the  head,  with   the    then  intention,   after 

''In  April  1815, 1  was  bespoke  to  attend  evacuating  the  brain,  of  leaving  it  a  few 

a  lady  near  the  Mansion  House ;  and  upon  hours  for  collapse  before  I  extracted  it ;  but 

caDiilg  upon  her,  I  learnt  that  some  years  this  intention  I  did  not  pursue.     After  the 

^p  she  had  passed  a  living  child  without  perforation  was  made,  the  labour  pains  soon 

Alcalty;  that  about  two  years  before  she  becameexpulsive :  I wasnowdesirousof  taking 

had  a  bed  labour,  in  which,  after  its  con-  advantage  of  their  powerful  efibrts  to  assist 

**iiniwr  fo/t  leveral  days,  the  child  was  de-  me  in  the  extraction  of  the  head ;  I  therefore 

strojeS,  and  obliged   to  be  extracted   by  introduced  the  crotchet,  and  getting  a  good 

Alice,  end  that  she  narrowly  escaped  with  purchase,  the  vagina  at  the  same  time  some- 

hu  lib.     Having  now  advanced  beyond  the  what  relaxing,  I  got  down  the  head  by  little 

ttUi  month  of  pregnan<7,  she  suffered  much  and  little,  till  I  at  length  extracted  it  quite 

'    m  in  her  mind  for  the  result  of  her  crushed  together.    The  operation  took  up 

aooouchement,  and  wished  to  place  more  than  four  hours  of  very  great  exertion 

under  my  care.     She  was  tall  in  on  my  part.    The  body  of  the  child  soon 

apparently  well  formed ;  but  it  followed,  and  the  placenta  ^a^  tak.'oxfi^l 
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eidaded.      The   tomor   wai    sfcQl    in   its  afterwards  in  drawing  it   down  with  tibt 

original  ntoaticm,  bnt  the  vagina  felt  flaodd  crotcheL     In  1841,  the  same  peracm  beiiig 

and  loose.    I  was  apprdiensiTe  that  snbse-  in  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy,  Mr. 

qnent  mischief  might  ensue  from  the  pres-  Pickering,  of  Hammersmith,  requested  me 

snre  of  the  head,  and  the  degree  of  violent  to  make  an  internal  examination*  to  deter- 

foroe  I  was  obliged  to  exert  in  the  extraction  mine  the  proprietj  of  inducing  prematore 

of  the  head ;  bat  none  to  my  knowledge  Uboor.    As  the  tomor  had  risen  out  of  the 

followed.     Febrile   symptoms,  which  took  pelvis,  had  not  enlaiged,  and  the  brim  was 

place,  gradually  declined,  and  she  completely  occupied  with  the  lower  part  of  the  ntems, 

recovered.  I  thought  it  best  not  to  inteifere.    She  went 

Dr.  Bamsbotham  has  related  the  history  to  the  full  period,  and  was  safely  deliversd 
of  another  case.  No.  61,  which  occurred  in  of  a  living  child. — In  another  case  of  very 
1818,  in  which  he  proposed  to  induce  pre-  protracted  labour,  where  the  hoUow  of  the 
mature  labour  in  the  eighth  month  of  preg-  sacrum  was  filled  up  with  a  laige  ovarian 
nancy,  but  the  patient  would  not  consent  to  cyst,  I  delivered  by  craniotomy,  and  the 
the  operation.  The  first  volume  of  Guy's  patient  recovered  fiivourably.  —  A  woman. 
Hospital  Reports,  published  in  1836,  con-  st.  30,  in  the  fifth  month  of  her  first  pro- 
teins a  paper  by  Dr.  Ashwell,  entitled,  nancy,  began  to  suffer  from  sidmess. 
Observations  on  the  Propriety  of  inducing  fever,  and  constant  pain  and  distention 
Premature  Labour  in  Pregnancy  complicated  of  the  abdomen.  On  examination,  it  was 
with  Tumor,  in  which  he  strongly  recom-  easUy  perceived  that  the  gravid  utems 
mends,  to  obviatethe  morbid  changes  in  fibrous  was  pressed  to  the  left  side  by  a  bard, 
tumore  resulting  from  pregnancy,  the  same  painful,  lobulated  tumor  on  the  right, 
operation  as  proposed  by  Dr.  Ramsbotham ;  This  continued  rapidly  to  enlarge,  and  to 
but  in  none  of  the  six  cases  related  in  become  more  exquisitely  painftil,  though 
the  communication  was  premature  labour  leeches  were  applied  in  great  numbere  over 
induced.  In  the  second  volume  of  the  same  the  tumor,  and  calomel,  antimony,  opium, 
work  there  is  a  case  recorded  by  Dr.  Ashwell,  and  cathartics,  were  administered  internally, 
of  cancer  of  the  external  parts  with  preg-  The  painful  distension  of  the  abdomen  soon 
nancy,  in  which  the  membranes  were  punc-  became  so  great  that  it  was  necessary  to 
tared ;  but  the  woman  died  soon  after  obtain  relief  by  inducing  premature  labour, 
delivery.  The  sevoith  volume  of  the  same  This  was  easily  done.  For  a  short  time  alter 
work  contains  Observations,  by  Dr.  Lever,  delivery  the  symptoms  were  less  severe,  but 
on  Pelvic  Tumora  obstructing  Parturition,  the  fever,  sickness,  and  painful  distension, 
with  cases ;  but  in  none  of  the  cases,  I  soon  returned,  and  proved  fatal.  A  fibrous 
believe,  was  the  operation  actually  performed ;  tumor,  in  a  state  of  inflammation  and  sup- 
to  that  our  experience  upon  this  point  is  still  puration,  was  found  attached  by  a  large  root 
extremely  limited.  to  the  right  side  of  the  body  of  the  uterus. 

Hie  following  cases   of   pregnancy  and  The  peritoneum  which  covered  it  adhered 

difllcnlt  labour,  from   ovarian  and    uterine  to  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen,  omentum, 

tnmon,  have  come  under  my  observation;  intestines,    and    liver.       Numerous    small 

and  it  will  be  seen  that,  in  one  of  them,  the  fibrous  tumors,  the  blood-vessels  of  which 

induction  of  premature  labour  did  not  pre-  have  been  injected,  were  found  imbedded  in 

vent  fiital  inflammation  and  suppuration  of  other  parts  of  the  parietes  of  the  uterus, 

the  tumor.  These  were  in  a  healthy  state.     I  was  called 

In  the  summer  of  1839,  I  saw  a  patient  to  this  case  by  Mr.  Walker,  of  Marykbone 

some  miles  from  London,  whose  labour  was  Street,  and  it  occurred  in  the  summer  of 

protracted  by  a  tumor  within  the  pelvis,  1840. — On  the  6th  December,  1840,  Dr. 

nfbably  ovarian.     She  had  been  delivered  Brown  requested  me  to  see  a  case  of  pr^- 

ore  repeatedly,  and  all  her  laboure  had  nancy  complicated  with  an  ovarian  tumor, 

been  naturaL     After  she  became  pregnant  This  tumor  had  appeared  five  yeare  before 

on  this  occasion,  she  thought,  from  feeling  conception    took    place,    and    had    slowly 

two  distinct  swellings  in  the  abdomen,  that  enlarged.      The   patient  was  in  the  sixth 

■he  had  twins.    When  I  fint  saw  her,  she  month  of  her  firat  gestation,  and  the  abdo- 

had  been  in  labour  nearly  twenty-four  houn.  men  was  enormously  distended,  and  a  fluc- 

The  head  had  scarody  begun  to  enter  the  tuation  was  perodved  on  percussion.    The 

brim  of  the  pdvie,  the  cavity  of  which  was  difficulty  of  breathing  was  so  urgent  that 

occupied  by  a  tomor  the  sixe  of  a  cricket-  it  was  impossible  for  her  to  remdn  an  instant 

ball,  or  larger.    Whenever  a  pain  came  on,  in  the  horixontal  position.     We  considered 

the  tumor  was  pressed   down  before  the  it  necessary  to  induce  premature  labour,  but 

head.    The  forceps  had  been  applied,  but  the  os  uteri  was  so  high  up,  and  directed  so 

the  head  could  not  be  brought  before  the  much  backwards,  that  great  difficulty  was 

twnor,  though  great  and   long  continued  experienced  in  passing  thie  stiletted  catheter 

effarts  had  been  made  to  drag  it  forward,  into  the  uterus,  to  perforate  the  membranes. 

I  opened  the  head,  and  had  much  difficulty  The  anterior  lip  of  the  os  uteri  could  only  be 
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i«telied  with  the  tip  of  the  flger.  An  iiutni.  CLINICAL  LECTURES, 
ment  with  a  sharp  point  and  a  smaller  cnrre 

than  that  employed  could  not  have  been  in-  Delivered  at  Si,  Thonuu^e  Ilotpiial, 

trodnoed  in  this  caae  to  eracuate  the  liquor  ti.,  c              c            r*       v  d  c 

■mnii.      On  the  7th,  labour  pahis  com-  ^*  Samuel  Sollt,  Ek,.  F.R.S. 

menced.     Venesection  and  opiates  were  em-  Aitistant-Hurirfonj  and  Lecturer  on  Clinical 

ployed  to  promote  the  dilatation  of  the  os  Surgery,  at  &t.niouiai'«Scbool. 

uterL    The  nates  presented,  and  on  the  9th  

a  dead  foetos  was  expelled.    The  relief  from 

the  deUwry  was  great,  though  the  abdomen  °^  injuries  of  the  head. 

oontiniied  Urge,  and  the  fluctuation  distinct  Gentlemen, — One  of  the  accidents  ad- 

Ibr  sereral  weeks.      August    10th,    1841.  mittcd  last  week,  permits  me  to  direct  your 

Theovarian  tumor  has  been  considerably  re-  attention  to  the  subject  of  injuries  of  the 

dneed  in  size  since  the  repeated  application  head.    These  injuries  are  as  important  in  a 

of  leedies  and  the  long-continued  use  of  the  practical  as  they  are  interesting  in  a  physio- 

Hqnor  potasss.  The  general  health  is  nearly  logical  point  of  view. 

In  the  same  condition  as  before  pregnancy.  For  beautifully  as  nature  has  protected  the 

She  has  again  been  pregnant,  g^ne  to  the  brain,  the  case  which  has  been  contrived  for 

ftin  period,  and  been  delivered  without  any  thispuriNMecannot  be  interfered  with,  without 

■rtiilcial  assistance.     Inflammation  of  the  our  fearing  some  disturbance  of  the  organ  it 

tumor  ISoUowed,    but  recovery   has    taken  contains.    Andwefind  inpraeticethatallin- 

place. — ^Twelve  years  ago,  with  Dr.  Merri-  juries  to  the  skull  and  the  membranes  which 

man  and  Dr.  John  Prout,  I  exam  wed  the  cover  it  without  or  line  it  within,  are  liable  to 

body  of  a  woman,  set.  thirty,  who  had  died  be  attended  with  disturbance  of  the  instrument 

from  malignant  disease  of  the  right  ovarium  which  the  mind  employs  in  its  communica- 

a  few  days  after  delivery.    In  the  4th  month  tions  with  the  external  world.     The  limits  of 

ahe  began  to  sufier  from  uucotiiness  in  the  a  clinical  lecture  necessarily  forbid  my  enter- 

hypognstrium,  and  irritability  of  stomach,  ing  much  into  cither  the  anatomy  or  physio- 

llie  countenance  became  sallow,  and  the  logy  of  the  subject ;  nevertheless  I  think  it 

constitntional  powers  greatly  reduced.     Tlic  desirable  briefly  to  remind  you  of  the  varied 

abdomen  not  long  after  b**gan   rapidly  to  stnicturea  which  are  implicated  in  these  in- 

enlargOi  and  before  the  end  of  the  8c\'enth  juries.     And  as  in  the  treatment  of  them 

month  it  had  attained  tlie  size  it  usually  it  is  the  brain  which  we  have  especially  to 

acqoirei  at  the  fiill  period.     An  enormous  consider,  let  us  review  them  each  from  the 

cyst,  which  contained  a  dark-coloured  gela-  surface  of  this  organ  to  the  external  world. 

tinoiiB  fluid,  was  found  on  dissection  adher-  This  surface  of  the  brain,  from  its  gan- 

ing  to  the  right  ovarium,  and  within  this  cyst  glionic  nature,  is  so  vascular,  that  a  speeiml 

were  a  nomber  of  others  of  different  sixes  membrane,  the  pia  mater,  supports  its  vessels, 

and  shades  of  colour,  which,  when  cut  open,  and  forms  its  first  covering.     Next  in  order 

presented  the  true  encephaloid  or  hsmatoid  is  the  arachnoid,  a  serous  membrane,  placed 

fcngOQB  character.  here  to  prevent  that  friction  which  the  con- 

I  have  Tery  little  to  say  respecting  pro-  stant  motion  of  the  brain  renders  the  pre- 

traeled  labour  from  eieatricee  of  the  vagina  sence  of  necessary. 

and  eoneer  qfiheoe  uteri,    A^'hcre  it  arises  To  the  physiologist  the  existence  of  th*i 

lirom  tbt  first  of  these  causes,  the  pressure  membrane  affords  ample  proof,  even  if  other 

of  the  head  of  the  child  is  generally  suffi-  proof  were  wanting,  that  the  brain  durhig 

cient  to  overcome  the  resistance,  if  the  ute-  life  moves  within  the  skull ;  and  to  the  sur- 

rine  contractions  are  strong.     It  is  proper  goon  it  is  interesting,  as  it  impresses  him 

ia  all  cases  to  wait,  and  see  wliat  the  natural  with    the    importance    of  preventing    any 

dibrta  can  do,  before  interfering.     In  one  alteration  in  its  structure,  however  slight, 

case  where,  from  the  great  extent  and  hard-  which  could  interfere  with  this  intention,  or 

DflH  of  die  cicatrix,  it  seemed  impossible  for  cause  the  friction  which  its  healthy  condition 

tbe  dOatation  to  be  effected  without  assist-  prevents. 


if  the  most  striking  effect  was  produced  Tlie  next  is  a  strong  fibrous  elastic  mera- 

bj  a  copious  venesection.     In  another  case  brane,  which  lines  the  bony  case  in  which 

tM  edge  of  the  cicatrix  was  slightly  cut  with  the  brain  is  placed.     It  is  split  into  bands, 

a  iealpd.     In  a  third,  where  complete  ex-  which  are  stretched  in  different  directions 

ka—Howi  iiad  taken  place,   I  extracted  the  like  the  springs  of  a  carriage,  to  prevent 

cfafld  alWe  with  the  forceps ;  but  the  cica-  jolts  and  jan.     The  bony  covering  itself  is 

triz  was  extensively  lacerated.      To  prevent  not  homogeneous,  but  constructed  internally 

vbosen  who  have  cancer  of  the  os  uteri  from  of  a  dense  unyielding  plate,  which  like  the 

^tfiag  undelivered,  if  allowed  to  go  to  the  steel  of  a  helmet  is  to  protect  the  brain  from 

Ml  period  of  pregnancy,  it  would  be  justi-  sharp-pointed  instniments ;  while  the  outer, 

fcUa  to  induce  premature  labour  even  before  though   less  dense  in  material,  is  cijually 

tta  end  d  the  aeventh  month.  well  constructed  for  its  guardian  Qt&o&«  '^^ 


2t4 


MR.  SOLLY  ON  INJURIES  OF  THE  HEAD. 


Yery  oorariogi  of  tbe  iknU  itsdf  are  im- 
portant in  their  phydology  to  the  sargeon. 
The  external  perioateam  which  nouriahef  the 
bone,  and  with  ita  thonaand  reasela  inoscu- 
latea  at  all  points  with  those  of  the  dara 
mater  within ;  the  looae  and  delicate  cellu- 
lar membrane  which  connects  the  perios- 
teum to  the  Arm  tendon  of  the  oodpito- 
firontalia ;  and  thongh  last  in  oar  number, 
not  the  least  in  practical  importance,  the 
akin,  wlddi  in  this  situation  is  periiaps  more 
interesting  to  the  surgeon  in  connection  with 
ita  injuries  and  its  ftmctions,  than  the  skin  in 
any  part  of  the  body. 

On  the  present  occasion  I  shall  not  call 
your  attention  to  the  subject  of  scalp 
wounds;  but  I  shall  take  tbe  first  oppor- 
tunity which  is  afforded  me  by  the  recejftion 
of  a  well-marked  accident  illustrating  this 
important  branch  of  surgery.  To-day  we 
must  confine  our  attention  to  fractures  of 
the  skull,  their  consequences,  and  the  treat- 
ment to  be  employed. 

The  subject  of  the  present  case,  John 
Wingrore,  set.  33,  a  stone  sawyer,  of  healthy 
appearance,  was  admitted  into  St.  Tho- 
mas's Hospital,  at  i  before  8  a.m.  on 
April  13th,  1843,  with  a  compound  fracture 
of  the  skull.  The  wound  was  about  two 
inches  and  a  half  in  length  on  the  right  side 
of  the  head,  near  the  posterior  extremity  of 
tiie  Tertex.  .  The  scalp  was  completely 
divided,  and  the  bone  perfectiy  bare.  The 
parietal  bone  was  firactured  in  a  fissured 
form  ;  a  portion  of  the  outer  table  being  de- 
pressed so  that  the  firactnred  edge  of  the 
skull  was  distinct  aboTc  it.  Whether  the 
inner  table  was  also  fractured  it  was  im- 
possible to  say  positively,  but  my  belief  is 
that  such  was  not  the  case.  [A  sketch  was 
handed  round  the  theatre,  shewing  the  situa- 
tion and  extent  of  the  injury.]  Some  blood 
flowed  from  the  bone,  but  not  much.  A 
aortion  of  the  leather  lining  of  his  cap  had 
l>eea  driven  into  the  wound,  and  was  nipped 
so  closely  by  edges  of  the  bone  that  it  was 
not  easily  removed.  A  small  artery  was 
bleeding  on  the  divided  edge  of  the  scalp.  I 
saw  this  man  at  a  i  before  nine,  about  one 
hour  and  a  quarter  after  it  had  happened.  He 
was  quite  senrible ;  both  pupils  acted  per- 
fectly naturally  to  the  light ;  he  complained 
of  pain  in  his  head,  but  referred  it  principally 
to  the  fbrdbead.  There  was  no  paralysis  of 
any  kind ;  pulse  small,  only  60  in  the  minute. 
The  accident  occurred  at  the  New  Royal 
Bzehange,  and  was  occasioned  by  a  blow 
firom  the  head  of  a  mason's  hammer  which 
flew  off  from  the  handle,  and  fUling  about 
30  feet  struck  him  on  the  head  and  glanced 
off*  He  was  oompletdy  atonned  by  the 
^blow,  and  had  no  recollection  of  being  put 
into  the  cab  Irr  which  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  hospital,  but  he  rcoovered  his  senses 
before  he  arrived  there* 


I  ordered  Cat.  Uni.  to  the  wound. 
Calomel,  grs.  v.  3ti&  hoHL 

i  past  12  P.M. — No  change. 

i  past  10  P.M.— Pulse 80,  but  not  strong ; 
says  his  head  is  much  better,  but  hefeda  very 
tired  and  cannot  deep,  but  this  he  is  not 
surprised  at,  as  he  never  can  sleep  wdl  if  he 
has  not  had  his  usual  day's  work. 

He  has  taken  five  doses  of  the  calomel,  and 
the  bowds  have  been  copiously  relieved ;  as 
he  has  no  untoward  symptoms,  I  have  dia* 
continued  the  ealomel. 

Not  more  than  two  or  three  ounces  of 
blood  have  been  lost  from  the  wound. 

14th. — Going  on  well  in  every  respect ; 
no  bad  symptoms;  almost  free  from  pain 
in  his  head ;  pulse  64 ;  suffers  a  little  from 
cough. 

Line,  pro  tussi. 

15th. — Has  had  a  good  deal  of  pain  in  tiie 
forehead,  which  he  attributes  to  the  idiaking 
of  his  h^  from  his  cough.  His  pulse  86, 
but  not  strong ;  loud  respiration  over  Hie 
whole  chest.  No  pain  in  the  wound  or 
neighbourhood  ;  bowels  not  open  to-day. 

Ordered  —  Calomel,  gr.  v.,  4t^  hor&; 
Hirud.  XXX.  lateri  capitis  dextro.  Hesid 
shaved.  Pil.  Ipecac,  c.  Conio,  gr.  t. 
6ta.  hor&.     Emplast.  Lytt.  pectori. 

16tb. — Much  better ;  his  cough  very 
much  relieved  ;  free  from  pain  in  Ms  head  ; 
bowels  not  open  to-day ;  moutii  tender. 

Ordered— M.  S.  C.  stat.  To  omit  the 
Cal.  till  to-night.  A  poultice  to  the 
blister. 

17th,  9  A.M. — Has  had  a  bad  night ;  head 
very  painful  in  the  frontal  region;  pulse 
small,  80 ;  looks  uncomfortable ;  wound 
healthy,  suppurating. 

Ordered — Hirud.  xxx.  stat. 

12  P.M. — ^Better ;  very  little  cough. 

To  omit  the  Pil.  Ipecac,  c.  Conio,  and  to 
rep.  Hirud.  h.  n. 

18th. — Much  better  as  regards  his  head, 
but  tlie  cough  still  troublesome. 

To  repeat  the  Ipec.  c.  Conio,  the  blister 
on  the  chest  not  having  risen  well ;  to 
paint  the  throat  and  chest  with  tincture 
of  iodine.  Pulv.  tUiei  c.  Cal.  grs.  xv.  h.  n. 

19th. — ^Muoh  better  in  every  respect. 

20th. — Free  from  pain  in  his  head,  and 
the  cough  nearly  gone. 

21  St  and  22d. — I  did  not  see  him. 

23d. — Going  on  well  in  every  respect. 

Let  us  now  direct  our  attention  to  the 
man's  symptoms  on  admission,  and  the 
treatment  adopted.  First,  here  we  had  a 
firactuied  skull  with  depression  of  tiie  bone. 
Now  some  50  or  60  years  ago  the  trephine 
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would  haTe  been  immediatelj  applied  with  proved  by  this  preparation,  where  you  fee 
the  Tiew  of  eterating  the  depreiaed  portion,  considerable  depression  of  the  outer  without 
lliis  operation,  howerer,  in  the  present  day,  any  whatever  of  the  inner  table. 
ia  not  considered  justifiable  in  the  absence  of  We  will  next  consider  our  treatment  of 
nrnptoms  of  compression,  or  direct  irrita-  the  case.  I  ordered  him  a  poultice  to  his 
turn  of  the  brain.  head  of  linseed  meal,  to  be  separated  from  the 
In  the  examinatioD  of  a  case  of  this  kind,  wound  by  a  piece  of  thin  m.    This,I  did 
then,  it  is  extremely  important -for  you  to  in  order  to  encourage  the  liweding,  at  the 
enter  nunotdy  into  all  those  signs  which  same  time  giving  dirntions  to  Mr.  Fizot,  the 
indicate  any  injury  to  the  brain.     First,  the  dresser,   to  carefully  watch  its  effects.     I 
mental  condition-~this  was  perfectly  normal;  ordered  Hydr.   chlorid.  gr.   v.  Z^k  horft. 
he    was  quite   sensible,  and    his    manner  Now,  although  this  man  was  at  present  free 
natnraL     Next,  the  state  of  the  pupils — ^the  from  all  symptoms  of  serious  injury  to  the 
iris  ia  placed  before  that  expandeid  surface  of  brain,  notwithstanding  the  depression  of  the 
the  optie  nerve,  the  retina,  as  an  intelligent  bone,  a  few  hours  might  entirely  change  his 
cnitaUi  to  gnardit  from  injury.  The  vital  con-  condition.       Reaction   had   scarcely  taken 
trivanoes  by  which  it  acts,  and  by  which  its  place  from  the  shock  of  the  injury,   and 
action  ia  directed,  are  so  beautif^ly  perfect  there  was  no  indication  for  the  abstraction 
that  the  extent  of  the  opening  of  the  curtain  is  of  blood  from  the  arm.    Ths  nature  of  the 
indicative  of  the  state  of  the  nervous  ap-  injury  [was,  however,  such  as  we  find  fre- 
pacatna  it  ia  destined  to  protect,  by  prevent-  quently  followed  by  inflammation  of  the 
log  mdi  an  amount  of  light  impinging  upon  membranes  and  substance  of  the  brain,  and 
it  aa  woold  be  liable  to  injure  it.   In  disease  to  avert  this  calamity,  I  ordered  the  calomek 
of  tfie  globe  of  the  eye,  the  dilated  pupil  in-  In  speaking  of  inflammation  of  the  mem- 
dioafees  more  or  less  pressure  on  the  retina  branes  of  the  brain  let  me  impress  upon 
by  aome  cause  in  the  globe  itself,  such  as  a  your  minds  that  these  membranes  are  seldom 
permanently  turgid  choroid,   &c.     But   if  inflamed  without  this   hemispherical  gan- 
with  a  healthy  eye,  but  in  connection  with  a  glion  either  being  positively  inflamed  itself, 
blow  on  the  head,  we  find  a  dilated  pupil,  or  directly  suffering  by  irritation  from  the 
then  we  have  the  sign  of  some  pressure  or  effects  of  the  contiguous  inflammation ;  and 
iignry  to  iSba  nerve  in  its  course  within  the  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater  is  in  reality 
■knlli   or  the  ganglia   in  which  it  termi-  inflammation  of  the  ganglion  itself,  which  I 
mlBB.  do  not  think  the  practitioner  sufficiently  con- 
Hie  dilated  pnpil,  then,  indicates   very  siders.     Now  as  this  ganglion  is  that  portion 
aeriona  fa^oiy  to  the  optic  nerve,   or  the  of  the  brain  which  more  immediately  than 
pMWiiiM  eentiea  with  which  it  is  connected,  any  other  ministers  to  intellect,  inflammation 
thoogh  it  may  happen,  aa  in  the  case  of  very  of  it  causes  derangement  of  the  intellect,  and 
eevere  concussion,  the  injury  is  remediable,  of  all  effects  of  inflammatory  action  on  the 
The  contracted  pnpil,  on  the  contrary,  indi-  human  ftrame,  I  need  not  say,  this  is  most  to 
eatea  an  irritability  of  the  nervous  instru-  be  dreaded.    You  cannot,  therefore,  be  too 
menta,  an  nndne  excitement  df  their  natural  much  on  your  guard  to  prevent  its  intrusion, 
flbnction,  not  an  obliteraton  of  it.     You  and  to  distinguish  it  almost  before  it  is  set 
will  sometimes  see,  in  the  case  of  injury  of  up ;   for  when  once  set  up,  it  is  not  so 
the  brain,  dilatation  of  one  pupil  and  con-  easy  to  arrest  it,  and  when  arrested  it  too 
tmetion  of  tiie  other  ;  where  this  is  the  case  often  leaves  behind  consequences  which  are 
wm  win  find  tiie  most  severe  injury  of  the  felt  for  the  remainder  of  life. 
Drdn  on  the  aide  opposite  the  dilated  pupil.  The  following  case,  the  subject  of  which 
I  have  several  fiscts  to  prove  this  assertion,  was  admitted  about  two  years  ago,  so  well 
vhidi  I  ahall  relate  on  a  future  occasion.  illustrates  the  effect  of  fracture  of  the  skull  in 
The  next  point  to  which  our  attention  waa  lighting  up   inflammation   of   the    hernia- 
directed  in  reference  to  the  prognosis  of  the  pherical  ganglion,  and  the  symptoms  of  that 
eaae,  waa  the  state  of  the  wound,  and  the  inflammation,  contrasted  with   the  natural 
blood  wfaidh  flowed  into  it.     Now  the  blood  condition  of  that  organ  after  the  inflomma- 
wideh  flowed  into  the  depression  might  be  tion  had  been  arrested,  that  I  shall  briefly 
ftnm  a  womded  artery  of  the  dura  mater,  or  detail  it  before  proceeding  further  to  shew 
rfmplj  from  tiie  bone.     If  from  the  dura  you  what  might  have  occurred  in  this  case, 
maler,  the  iijuiy  waa  of  course  very  serious :  if  I  had  not  anticipated  the  threatened  evil 
tUs  I  hoped,  and  believed,  from  its  extent  at  by  precautionary  treatment. 


jppoaition' 

frtetorr,  an  it  goea  far  to  shew  that  the  inner  Betey  Rankin,  et.  18,  works  at  the  Ropc- 

taUe  4  not  frnetured.    That  the  outer  table  walk,  admitted  April  20tli,   1841,    Luke's 

may   be  fh^torfd    without    the    inner   is  ward  for  Dorcas,  under  Mr»  Tcav«t^^^t. 
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Solly  in  attendance.     Her  mother  stated  behaved.     I  found  her  in  the  middle  of  the 

that  she  had  been  thrown  out  of  a  swing  at  day  sitting  np  in  her  bed  knitting. 
Greenwich  fair,  a  week  previous  to  admis-         May  Ist. — As  she  was  not  quite  so  well  to- 

■ion ;  that  she  was  stonned  at  the  time,  and  day,  exhibiting  some  of  her  previous  excited 

had  suffered  from  severe  pain  in  the  head  since;  manner,  and  fearing  a  return  of  the  inflam- 

but  she  was  not  considered  to  be  seriously  mation,  I  ordered,  as  I  did  not  think  her 

injured.     At  the  time  she  presented  herself  constitution  would  bear  any  more  cadoniel, 
the  exhibited  A  unnaturally  excited  appear.         k^^^n^^    :    ♦^^;«.    ws«,^    ,::  .  wi 
•oce  of  the  eye ;  she  complained  of  iiol^Dt        Aconite  gr.  j.  ter  die ;   Hirud.  xy. ;  Kl. 

pain  in  the  head,  but  her  answers  to  ques-  "y^""'  «^-  ^-  ^'  "*  ^• 

tioDS  were  perfectly  rational.  This  last  medicine  was    eontiniied  with 

One  of  my  colleagues  happening  to  see  the  small  doses  of  blue  pill  until  the  29tfa,  when 

ease  immediately  after  she  was  in  bed,  before  she  was  dismissed  quite  well. 
I  came  up  into  the  ward,  and  finding  an  irregu-         Her  manner  now  was  modest  and  un* 

larity  of  the  surfece  of  skull,  cut  down  upon  it:  assuming,   and  she  expressed  herself  ex- 

the  pain  of  the  incision  made  her  very  violent,  ceedingly  grateful  for  every  thing  that  had 

and  disgustingly  abusive  in  her  language,  been  done  for  her  in  the  hospital. 
The  incision  permitted  the  escape  of  some        Rsmarks. — ^Thiscase  affords  an  instance 

coagulated  blood.     The  division  of  the  tem-  of  inflammation  of  the  hemispherical  gan* 

poial  artery  gave  rise  to  a  free  hsemorrhage  glion  caused  by  injury  to  the  skull  and 

of  about  8  ounces.     It  exposed  a  fracture  membranes  of  the  brain.     I  regarded  tiie 

extending  horixontally  through  the  parietal  girl's  excited  manner,  her  disgusting  violent 

bone  to  the  frontal  bone,  and  another  ex-  language,  and  her  quickness  and  cunning,  all 

tending  perpendicularly  from  the  above.  as  true  marks  of  inflammatory  action  in  tfais 

11  P.M.  same  day  .—Still  very  violent  and  portion  of  the  brain.     When  I  first  stated 

abusive  in  her  language  when  spoken  to ;  to  the  pupils  that  I  regarded  her  language  as 

otherwise  quiet  and  dosing ;  tongue  foul ;  the  effect  of  disease,  and  not  habitual  to  her, 

pulse  quick.  I  explained  to  the  sister  of  the  it  was  remarked  that  she  was  not  at  all  insane, 

ward  that  her  violent  language  was  to  be  she  was  quick  enough,  she  knew  what  she  waa 

considered  as  a  symptom  of  disease,  and  that  about  as  well  as  ai  y  t^irl  in  the  ward,  and  that 

every  thing  must  be  effected  by  a  soothing  shemnstbeadownrlghtbadone.  Thecorrect- 

system  and  by  kindness.     This  was  scarcely  ness  of  my  opinion  was  proved  by  the  altered 

understood  at  first,  but  the  plan  was  most  manner  of  the  girl  as  soon  as  the  inflam. 

fully  carried  out,  and  its  value  afterwards  mation  was  entirely  subdued  by  decided  but 

most  thoroughly  appreciated  by  the  sister.  moderate  antiphlogistic  measures.  The  bene- 

Ordered-M.  8.  C.  stat.  Cal.  gr.  iij.  qu&.  J*^,^*^^^'  °^  "^°'**^  ^"1,^  coiwdder  shewn 

tertia  horft  o       j  1  by  the  retrogression  which  occurred  during 

^  *  its  accidental  omission. 

21st. — Bowels  freely  opened ;  last  evacua-         In  the  case  now  in  the  house  the  most 

tion   about    3    o'clock    was    watery ;    her  practical  point  for  out  consideration  is  the 

manner  is  still  excited,  but  she  expresses  recurrence  of  the  pain  in  his  head,  which 

herself  much  relieved,  adding  she  only  wants  you  will  remember  he  complained  of  when 

to  be  quiet.     On  account  of  the  diarrhoea  I  first  admitted,  shewing  that  such  pain,  though 

ordered  the   Cal.  to  be  discontinued,  and  brought  back  again  by  the  cough,  was  but  the 

Hydr.  c.  Creta  gr.  iij.  6ta  qu&que,  instead,  result  of  the  original  injury,  and  not,  as  it  often 

22d. — As    the    bowels    are  now    quiet,  is,  merely  sympathetic  with  a  disturbed  sto- 

ordered  the  calomel  to  be  renewed ;  rather  mach.  You  will  naturally  say  ho  wis  this  likely, 

more  rational.  the  forehead  was  not  the  immediate  seat  of 

23d.— Bowels  relieved,  but  not  purgsd ;  the  injury,  but  the  posterior  portion  of  the 

complains  of  pain  in  her  head,  which  is  un-  skull  ?     This  is  true,  but  it  is  also  true  that 

naturally  hot.     Ordered    12  leeches  to  be  the  brain  as  frequently  suffers  from   the 

applied,  if  the  sister  of  the  ward  could  per-  effect  of  the  contre-coup  as  from  the  direct 

enade  her  to  have  them  on,  but  not  to  use  blow  ;    and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the 

any  violence.  force  with  which  the  anterior  lobes  of  the 

24tli.  —  The    leeches    were    applied    aa  brain  were  driven  against  the  frontal  bone 

directed  without  much  difficulty  ;  her  head  by  the  shock  of  the  blow  was  the  cause  of 

is  relieved,  and  ahe  ia  quiet,  dosing  nearly  the  pain  in  the  forehead. 
the  whole  of  the  day.  .  We  may  have  ample  proof  of  the  fact 

I  will  not  detain  yon  by  going  through  that  the  brain  may  be  actually  shaken  in 

the  daily  reports,  but  refer  to  the  most  in-  the  skull  by  a  blow,  even  though  the  blow 

teretting.  does  not  break  the  skull.     Sometimes,  in- 

29th.— Much  better ;  layi  that  she  has  deed,  the  brain  is  actually  lacerated  by  such 

verr  little  pain  ia  the  head,  and  no  heat,  ooncusaion,  but,  this  I  believe,  only  occurs 

Ordered  a  little    iiih ;    her  conduct    and  in  old  people,  where  the  brain  has  partially 

manner  to-day  waf  quiet,  natural,  and  well-  receded  fix>m  its  case  in  consequence  of 
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■enile  atrophy.     I  am  weU  aware  that  this  mug,  also  of  those  fibres  of  the  great  com- 

vicw  of  the  subject  U  directly  oppowd  to  missure  which  forms  the  anterior  part  of  the 

■everal  very  good  authorities,  but  it  is  not  roof  of  the  left  ventricle.     The  lacerated 

hastily  or  recentiy  formed.     The  foUowing  corpus  striatum  and  thalamus  were  forced 

cases  lUustrate  the  feet.  into  the  right  ▼eutricle  under  the  fornix, 

Laceration  rf  the  brain  from  a  blow,  "^ J^^  ^T  ''^'^^^  *''°I''^  .^"^Ir^^* 

without  fracture  ^O^kulL      '  J  "±  ^  T'll!'    "*  "^""7  "^  '"1±; 

«!•    •-    .    o            1  *°  *"*"  *^**®  ^^^  bram  appears  to  have  been 

Elizabeth  SwanncU,  set.  69,  a  cook,  was  Ulcerated  by  the  contre-coup,  to  which  it 

admitted  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Green  into  was  especially  exposed  from  its  diminished 

Elixabeth's  ward,  St.  Thomas's   Hospital,  .ixe  in  relation  to  its  containing  cavity— the 

on  the.24th  Feb.  1841,  at  half-past  4  p.m.  result  cf  senile  atrophy, 

having  received  a  large  contused  wound,  April  4,    184.3.--Dr.    Bright    makes    a 

whidi  exposed  the  bone  over  the  right  eye-  statement,  in  the  2d  Vol.  of  his  Reports  of 

brow ;  no  fracture  or  further  external  injury  Medical  Cases,  page  663,  confirmatory  of  the 

could  be  detected.  yiew  that  I  have  taken  of  the  brain  not  com- 

Sjn^tom$  on  adminion — Perfectly  in-  pletely  filling  the  skull  in  old  i^ersons.     See 

sensible  and  motionless ;    left  pupil  very  also,  p.  683. 

much  contracted  and  fixed  ;  the  swelling  of  The  next  case  will  impress   upon  your 

the  sorroanding  parts  prevented  the  state  of  minds  the  serious  effects  which  may  be  pro- 

the  right  being  ascertained  ;   breathing  la-  duced  by  contre-coup.  and  the  necessity  and 

boured,  with  a  stertorous  noise  ;   pulse  96,  advantage  of  combating  them  carefully. 
full,  and  not  easily  compressed  ;  extremities 

moderately  warm ;  fiBsces  and  urine  involun-  Injury  to  the  head, 

iarily  pasted;  great  rigidity  of  the  muscles,  'William  Pearson,  set.  about  40,  a  pot-boy 

especially  of  £e  right  arm  and  left  leg ;  at  a  public-house,  was  admitted  into  George's 

frothy  nliva  issuing  from  the  moth.     No  ward  under  my  care,  May  16th,  1842,  with 

spiritnou  odour  could  be  detected  in  the  >  small  lacerated  wound  on  the  left  side  of 

breath.  the  head ;    he  was  intoxicated  at  the  time  of 

WHorff, — Shortly  after  2  o'clock,  while  admission.     The  accident  was  caused  by  his 

gmng  down  stairs,  she  suddenly  fell,  and  was  being  knocked  down  or  run  over  by  a  cart, 

picked  UP  exactly  in  the  same  state  in  which  I  could  not  learn  which. 

■be  was  brought  to  the  hospital ;    was  not  The  case  was  regarded  by  the  dresser  as 

■nbjeet  to  fits ;  nobody  saw  the  accident.  one  of  intoxication,  and  I  did  not  see  him 

TViMliiMfil. — ^A  surgeon  had  bled  her  in  until  the  following  morning. 

the  left  arm  previous  to  admission  ;  soon  1 7th. — He  now  complains  much  of  pain 

after  admission  she  was  cupped  to  ^ix.  from  in  his  head  ;  but,  with  this  exception,  there 

the  nape  of  the  neck,  a  large  blister  was  were  no   symptoms  indicative  of  cerebral 

i|ipliea  to  the  back  part  of  the  head,  which  mischief,   and  the    headache   I   considered 

shaved,  and  hot  water    to   her  feet,  more  characteristic  of  disordered   stomach 


Breathing    aligfatly    relieved    by    cupping ;  than  brain.     There  was  no  drowsiness,  and 

pnlae  ocmtinned  full,  and  92.     At  9  o'clock  his   manner  was  natural ;    he  referred  the 

I  saw  her  with  Mr.  B.  Travers,  apparently  pain  to  his  forehead,  and  not  to  the  seat 

exactly  in  the  same  state,  except  that  her  of  injury  ;  his  pupils  acted  naturally. 

pnbe  wied  in  frequency  from  76  to  92  ;  j  ordered-Pulv.  Jalapa  c.  Col.  5J.  stat. 

it  was  very  full,  but  did  not  indicate  suffi-  M   S  C   6ta  hor   uost 

dent  strength  to  bear  farther  loss  of  blood.  V     * 

Her  breathing  vras  not  quite  so  laboured.  In  the  evening,  finding  that  though  his 

At  11  o'dock  I  gave  her  gr.  iij.  of  calomel,  bowels    had    been    relieved,    the    pain  in 

Feb.  25,  9   a.m. — No  improvement  in  the  head  continued,  I  ordered  him  Calomel, 

lewmtt  of  sensation  or  motion  ;  breathing  a  gr.  v.  4ta.  bora. 

Utoe  impeded  by  mucus ;  much  frothy  saliva  18th. — Symptoms  much  the  same. 

Mng  ^  the  mouth.     She  remained  ex-  Ordered-Opium,  gr.  j.   at  night,  and 

"i^  "^^1^  o?^,i  ^«/ P^"''*''™"^  repeat  the  Cal.  and  J^ap  as  a  pui^. 

fbll,  and  about  90,  till  within  two  or  three  *■                                 r         r    & 

minutea  of  her  death,  which  took  place  at  19th. — Has  had  convulsive  movements  of 

10  miiratea  past  4  p.m.  the  left  side  of  the  face  of  an  epileptic  cha- 

Poii'Mortom   examination, — ^The    brain  racter.      Tongue    drawn  to   the  left  side. 

did  not  leem  to  fill  the  skull  completely.  Constantly  spitting  a  large  quantity  of  frothy 

No  morbid  appearance  on  the  surface  of  the  saliva.     Both  pupils  are  alike,  and  slightly 


Tentorium   smeared    with    blood,  contracted,  but  act  freely  to  the  light.  Pulse 

iiileHdr. — ^Extensive  effusion  of  blood  into  116,   weak.     He  is   quite  conscious,   and 

Ae  left  TeDtride ;  some  into  the  right :  this  answers  all  questions  naturally,  though  he 

eAiiioii  appears  to  have  resulted  from  lace-  has  not  perfect  power  of  «^^eecVv.    \  ^sjgKot 

ntioa  of  the  left  corpus  striatum  and  thala-  examined  the  Viead,  iscLvd,  ^ot  \!ei&  ^t^>axcA^ 
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perceiTed  that  there  iru  some  tenderness  on  SOME  PRACTICAL  REMARKS 

pressure  on  the  right  of  the  head,  opposite  ^^  ^m^ 

the  wound.     Ordered—  _    _ 

uHswoima.    ^ruer«i  EMPLOYBiENT     OP     ARSENIC    IN 

Hirudines  xx.  ^  the  right  «de  of  the  ^jjj.    TREATMENT    OF    THE 

head ;  to  be  foUowed  by  a  blister,  ^,«„ . «««  ^«  .«.«■»  m*^«^* 

^  ..      •  ^       ^ i  «  •♦    A DISEASES  OP  THE  SKIN. 

Opu  Tinctura,  ttlxxx, ;  Spirit.  Ammon. 

Arom.  58S. ;  Mist.  Camphor.  5j.  hac  Bt  John  E.  Ekiohbbm. 

nocte. 
20th.— Says  he  foond  relief   from  the  [Continued  from  p.  90S.] 

leeches,  and  his  head  is  mnch  better,  though  . 

still  yery  bad.     Pulse  soft. 

22d.— No  appearance  of  twitchmg,  but  The    circumstances   that    contramdi- 

tongue  still  drawn  to  the  left  side.    Has  cate  the  employment  of  the  arsenical 

▼omited  some  greenish  bile.    Pulse  soft.  preparations  are   divisible  into  three 

Ordered— Himdines   xxx.  to  the  right  ^^^^^      *i,  *-«w   4    ^i,    * 
dde.    Port  wine  J^.  in  arrow-root.*"  »*>  ^^'S^^^i^^^  ^VSf  tempera. 

ment  and  habit  of  body  of  the  patient. 
23d.— Says  her  head   is   much   better,        2d,  The  complication  of  t&  cuta* 

though  not  quite  free  from  pain.    Has  only  neous  aflfection  with  other  dij^ases. 
had  one  fit  of  convulsive  twitching  since  the        34    jhe  nature,  stage,  and  conditicm 

last  report.    Pulse  still  weak.  ^^  ^he  disease  of  the  skin  itself. 
Ordered — Quinine,  gr.  q.  b.  d. 

24th. — ^Much  better ;  free  from  headache ;        Ist,  As  regards  the  temperament  and 

no  twitching  since  yesterday ;  appetite  re-  habit  of  body  of  the  individual.    It  is 

turning.    Pulse  weak,  80.  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  in 

Quinine  and  a  pint  of  porter  daily,  in  the  administration  of  the  preparation 

addition  to  the  wine.  of  arsenic,  more  so  indeed  than  in  the 

This  man  perfectly  recovered,  and  left  the  employment  <>/^^^n7  other  remedy  with 

hospital  quitTweU  Ln  after  the  last  report.  ^^'"^^  ^  ""^  acquamted  to  look  weU  to 

^      ^  ^  the  constitution  and  temperament  of 

I  have  no   doubt   that   the  convulsive  the  patient  to  whom  we  are  about  to 

twitchings  in  this  case  were  occasioned  by  administer  it.     It  will  (I  think,  inva- 

some  injury  to  the  brain  produced  by  the  riably)  be  found  that  arsenic,  in  any 

contre>coup,  and  the  case  is  instructive  from  form,   is  very  badly  borne  by  indivi- 

ite  showing  how  gradually  serious  symptoms  duals  of  a  plethoric  habit  of  boidy,  or 

will  sometimes  arise  some  days  after  the  re-  of  a  highly  sanguine   or  sanguineo- 

ceipt  of  injury.    Thei«mltofthelo«ddeple-  nervous  temperament ;    so  much  so, 

f;''"'^^.^""**^T/^°"i      t'?*i*^'''^/  indeed,  as  most  commonly  to  be  inad' 

*cit:Sl,?S,e%'^^^^^  --blein  thetreatment if  cutaneous 

his  state  of*^constitution.  is  importailt  to  ^>«?^«  occumnij    m    such  persons, 

attend  to,  from  the  success  which  foUowedito  ^his,  from  the  stimulating  properties 

adoption.  ^'  ^^^  metal,  we  should,  a  prtort,  have 

Aese '  two  cases  wiU,  I  trust,  impress  l>een  led  to  expect.     In  individuals  of 

upon  your  minds  the  importance  of  attend-  a  niddy  complexion,   with  blue  eyes, 

ing  to  possible  effects  of  the  contre-ooup ;  hght  or  fine  hair,  thin  delicate  skins, 

and  our  present  case  shews  how  necessary  it  and  in  whom  the  circulating  and  ner- 

is  to  arrest  as  soon  as  possible,  in  all  cases  vous  systems  are  naturally  very  excita- 

of  injury  to  the  bead,  bronchial  irritation,  ble,    whose  hearts  beat    and    cheeks 

occasioning  cough.    As  a  general  rule,  in  all  flush  under  the  influence  of  even  slight 

recent  cases  of  injury  to  the  brain  you  would  mental  emotion,  it  will  constantly  be 

avoid  the  irritation  of  a  blister,  but  in  the  found  that  the  digestive  organs  become 

present  case  it  was  very  evident  that  the  go  irritated,  and  the  nervous  system  so 

imtataon  of  the  cough,  and  ite  influence  on  excited,  under  the  use  of  the  arsenic, 

Sl^'  TJL"*!!.^1!1?T**"T  ^^»'  that  it  is  impossible  to  employ  it  in 

tion  of  the  blister  was  likely  to  be.     Finally,  „«„  ^,yju   a^^  ««   «««    v«    «^l^^*^j 

i««-  ^^  «•*»  -«-  ^r  ...^^i^   lu  ""^^l  any  sucn  dose  as  can   be   expected 

l^ft^^^dTIS^^ta^':::^  to  produce  a  beneficial  effect  u^  the 

ii4ury.sirthecasebeforei»,iiotwithstaiid.  cutaneous  affection.      The    pulse    m 

hig  ite  present  fiivounble  progress      Ite  these  cases  becomes  rapidly  accelerated, 

termhiation,  whether  favourable  or  'other-  irritation  and  even  subacute  inflamma- 

wise,  I  shall  caU  your  attention  to  at  our  tion  of  the  gastric  mucous  membrane 

next  meeting.  supervenes,   the  patient  complains  of 
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headache,  and  a  sense  of  tension  or  aperient  medicines ;  and  the  diet  was 
weight  in  the  forehead ;   and  as  the  ordered  to  be  as  mild  and  unstimulat- 
skin  partakes  of  the  general  excitement  ing  as  possible.      She  continued  this 
into  which  the  system  is  thrown,  the  plan  of  treatment  until  the  llth  Jan., 
cutaneous  inflammation  may  very  pro-  when,  as  no  very  decided  improvement 
bably  become  aggravated  rather  tnan  had  taken  place,  it  was  determined  to 
benefited  by  the  exhibition  of  the  re-  put  her  upon  a  course  of  Donovan's 
medy.     It  might,   in  some  of  these  solution,    i  may  mention  that,  during 
cases,  be  deemed  advisable  to  prepare  the  whole  of  this  time,  the  aflectea 
the  system  for  the  Eidministration  of  patches  had  been  so  irritable  as    to 
the  arsenicals  by  bleeding  and  purging;  bear  no  application   except  such  as 
but,  in  the  great  majority  of  instances,  were  of  a  most  emollient  nature,  and 
such  a  procedure  would  not  be  advisa-  the  oxide  of  zinc  ointment ;  and  even 
ble,  as  tne  habit  of  bod^r  to  which  1  am  this  seemed  at  times  to  irritate, 
alluding  is  one  of  irritability  rather  On  the  II th of  Januar}r,  accordingly, 
than    of   tone ;    one    which,    though  she  was  ordered  ten  minims  (the  third 
readily  excitable,  will  not  bear  deple-  of  the  usual  dose)  of  the  liauor  of  the 
tion.      The  following  cases    may  be  hydriodate   of  arsenic    ana   mercury 
mentioned  in  illustration  of  the  effects  three  times  a  day.     On  the  I5th  the 
of  arsenic  on  individuals  of  this  tem-  dose  of  the  solution  was  increased  to 
perament:—  fifteen  minims.    On  the  IGth  she  corn- 
Miss  E.B.,  St.  22,  came  under  my  plained  of  headache  and  lassitude,  with 
care  on  the  20th  of  December  last,  for  some  thirst ;  the  old  patches  of  the 
an  edematous  eruption  on  the  neck,  disease  were  much  more  irritable  than 
forehead,  and  scalp,  under  which  she  they  had  previously  been,  and  a  fresh 
had  laboured  for  four  or  five  months,  eruption  of  vesicles  had  taken  place  on 
She  is  of  moderate  conformation,  has  them,  as  well  as  between  the  shoulders, 
blneish  gray  eyes,  light  brown  hair,  and  for    some    way  down  the  back, 
a  very  oright   colour,    and   a  quick  where  the  affection  had  not  before  ap- 
thou^n  very  irritable  and  weak  pulse,  peared.    The  solution  was  immediately 
varying  from  84  to  90,  and  much  ac-  ordered  to  be  discontinued,  some  sa- 
celerated  when  she  is  spoken  to  quickly,  lines  were  given,  and  the  irritation  in 
or  when  under  the  influence  of  any  the  diseased  surfaces  was  quieted  by 
mental  emotion.      Has  no  dyspeptic  means  of  emollient  applications.    The 
svmptoma   of  any  consccjuence,    nor  nitric  acid  plan  of  treatment  was  then 
does  she  suffer  from  any  disease  of  the  resumed,  and  persevered  in  for  some 
heart  or  lungs;  but  yet  she  complains  little  time,  without  permanent  benefit. 
of  feeling  weak  and  delicate,  which  As  this  was  one  of  the  first  cases  in 
she  attributes  to  being  much  confined  which  I  had  employed  Donovan's  so- 
lo the  house,  and  prevented  from  tak-  lution,  I  was  anxious  to  ascertain  whe- 
inff  due  exercise.    There  are  a  number  ther  the  irritation  that  had  supervened 
ofixregular,  yellowish  g^ay,  dry,  lami-  during  its  use  was  attributable  to  the 
nated  emsts  on  various  parts  of  the  arsenic  contained  in    it,  or  to  some 
■cslpp  with  a  scalv  and  furfuraceous  other  cause.    I  therefore  determined  to 
conoition  of  the  forehead,  ears,  and  try  the  effect  of  small  doses  of  Fowler's 
neeky  the  skin  of  these  parts  being  red,  solution.     With  this  view  I  ordered 
itching,  and  hot,  with  occasional  exa-  her,  on  the  31  st  January,  two  minims 
cerbations  of  the  disease,  and  eruptions  of  the  solution  of  the  arscuitc  of  po- 
of the  characteristic  vesicles.     Gene-  tassa,  to  be  taken  twice  a  day.    On  the 
rally,  however,  the  diseased  parts  had  3d  of  February  the  same  symptoms 
a  cby  furfuraceous  aspect,  and  were  occurred    that  manifested  themselves 
not  bedewed  with  moisture.    The  hair  after  the  administration  of  Donovan's 
of  the  head  ^-as  ordered  to  be  cut  off  solution  ;    there  was   some    constitu- 
as  closely  as  possible,  and  emollient  tional  disturbance,  with  a  decided  exa* 
fomentations  and  poultices  to  be  used  cerbation  of  the  disease,  so  as  to  ue- 
until  the  scabs  were  separated,  and  the  cessitate  the  discontinuance  of  the  re- 
irritation  in  the  ears,  neck,  and  fore-  medy.    After  this  a  number  of  different 
head  subdued.     She  was  at  the  same  medicinal  agents  were  employed,  but 
time  pat  upon  the  dilute  nitric  acid,  none  seemed  to  exercise  any  very  pcr- 
wich  occasional  slightly  alterative  and  manent  influence  upon  the  complaint ; 
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and  the   patient   eventually  left  for  and  nervous  system,  even  when  em« 

Brighton,  in  the  hope  that  change  of  ployed  in  so   minute  a  dose  as  the 

air  might  benefit  her.  forty-eighth  or  fiftieth  of  a  grain  twice 

Sophia  Dewberry,  set.  23,  a  servant,  a  day. 

a  very  healthy-looking  girl,  of  small  2a,  There  are  several  diseases  the 

stature,  florid  complexion,  dark  grayish  co-existence  of  which  with  an  affisction 

eyes,  brown  hair,  with  a  quick  excita-  of  the  skin  should  contrarindicate  the 

ble  pulse,  was  placed  under  my  care  employment   of  the    preparations    of 

for  pitjrriasis  of  the  face  and  psoriasis  arsenic.    Amongst  the  most  common 

of  the  lips,  of  between  four  and  five  ofthese  is  one  that  is  very  frequently  met 

years*  standing.    The  pityriasis  occu-  with  in  persons  labouring  under  certain 

pied  both  cheeKS  and  the  forehead,  the  forms  of  chronic  cutaneous  disease,  and 

skin  of  i/vhich  part  was  somewhat  red-  of  the  non-existence  of  which  it  is  al- 

dcned,  and  covered  with  furfuraceous  wavs    necessary  to    satisfy  ourselves 

scales.    The  psoriasis  was  confined  to  bemre  prescribing  arsenic  in  any  form, 

the  lips,  which  were  much  fissured,  as  it  would  infambly  be  much  &ggni^ 

and   covered,   in    p:irts,    with    dark-  vated  by  the  use  of  this  mineral.    The 

coloured  squamee,  the  dark  tinge  arising  complaint  in  question  is  the  irritative 

from   the  oozing  of  blood  from  the  orinflammatoryg^tric dyspepsia;  that 

rhagades  in  the  lips  when  they  were  form  of  indigestion  which  is  charac- 

moved,  as  in  laug^hing  or  eating.    No  terized  by  slow  and  painful  digestion — 

cause  could  be  assigned  for  the  disease  by  a  sensation  of  heat  and  oppression 

of  the  face.     The  general  health  was  at  the  epigastrium,  increased  oy  food, 

^ood,  the  tongue  was  clean,  menstrua-  by  the  pressure  of  the  hand  or  of  the 

tion  regular,  and  there  were  no  dyspep-  clothes — by    thirst,   dryness    of  the 

tic  symptoms  of  any  kind.  mouth  on  waking,  a  sensation  of  heat 

As  she  had  been  submitted  to  a  va-  and  stifihess    about  the   eyes — bv  a 

riety  of  treatment  previous  to  my  see-  sharp  pulse,  rather  high-coloured  unne, 

ing  her,  without  deriving  any  benefit,  unsound  unrefreshing  sleep,   irritabi- 

and  as  she  was  anxious,  for  obvious  lity  of  temper,  more  or  less  lassitude, 

reasons,  to  get  rid  of  the  complaint  and  a  costive  state  of  the  bowels ;  in 

under  which  she  laboured,  I  deter-  short,  by  that  train  of  symptoms  that 

mined  to  try  the  effect  of  the  solution  have    been    so  well    and    accurately 

of  the  arsenite  of  potassa.    She  was  described    by    Dr.  Todd,    under    the 

accordingly  ordered    two    minims   of  name  of  inflammatory  gastric  dyspep- 

Fowler's  solution  twice  a  day,  together  sia.     It  is  more  particularly  necessary 

with  white  precipitate  ointment  as  a  to  be  on  our  guard  against  the  admini- 

local  application.    On  the  third  day  of  stration  of  tne  arsenical  preparations 

taking  tne  arsenical,  she  began  to  com-  to  patients  suffering  from  this  form  of 

plain  of  pain  in  the  head,  chiefly  its  indigestion,  as  the  state  of  the  stomach 

fore  part,  of  thirst,  languor,  and  loss  here  described  is  very  often  accompa- 

of  appetite.     On  the  following  day  I  nied  by  a  papular  and  scaly  condition 

ordered  her,  as  soon  as  I  saw  her,  to  of  the  skin,  something  between  lichen 

discontinue  ^he  use  of  the  mineral,  and  and  psoriasis,  which  might  be  thought 

to  take  some  saline  medicine.    She  was  to  indicate  these  remedies  in  a  ^cufiar 

then  put  upon  a  course  of  liquor  po-  manner,  but  which  would  certainly,  in 

tassa  and  tincture  of  cantharides,  under  such  a  state  of  the  system,  not  be  bene- 

the  use  of  which  remedies  she  soon  got  fited  by  their  employment,  whilst  the 

well.  irritation  of  the  gastric  mucous  mem- 

These  cases  illustrate  strikingly  how  brane  would  infalliblv  be  much  in- 
ill  able  individuals  of  an  excitable  or  creased.  It  is,  indeed,  impossible  for 
sanguineo-nervous  temperament  are  to  a  patient  labouring  under  inflamma- 
bear  even  the  most  minute  doses  of  tory  gastric  dyspepsia  to  bear  even  the 
arseniq.  Both  the  patients  whose  cases  most  moderate  doses  of  the  arsenical 
have  just  been  detailed  were  marked  preparations,  as  these  remedies  have, 
examples  of  the  sanguineo-nervous  in  healthy  individuals,  a  direct  ten- 
temperamient.  In  both  the  digestive  dency  to  produce  that  very  disease, 
organs  were  in  a  healthy  condition,  the  frequency  of  the  occurrence  of 
and  in  both  the  arsenic  acted  as  too  which,  and  the  readiness  with  which  it 
powerful  a  stimulant  on  the  stomach  may  be  excited  in  persons  of  a  san- 
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guine  or  sanguineo-nervoua  tempera-  the  integuments  jmrtakes  of  an  active 

ment,  explains  to  a  certain  dcereci  no  character,  arsenic,  heing  a  powerfully 

doubt,  wny  arsenic  is  so  liadly  home  stimuhiling  tonic,  is  necessarilv  contra- 

by  individuals  of  such  a  habit  of  body,  indicated ;  and  it  is  not  until  the  dis- 

Besides  irritative  gastric  dyspepsia,  ease  has  assumed  a  piissivc  or  atonic 

any  other  local  inflammatory  condition  condition    that  this   mineral  can    be 

of  the  system,  or  the  sujicrvention  of  tolerated;  for  if  it  be  administered  in 

phthisis,  will  contra<indicatc  the  em-  the  active  acute  stage  of  an  aflcction 

ployipent  of  so  ix>werfully  stimulating  of  the  skin,  more  particularly  of  one 

a  tonic  as  arsenic.  that  is  connected  with,  or  dc'])endcnt 

^  3d,  One  of  the  most  important  con-  upon,  a  phlogistic  condition    of    the 

riderations   to  be  attended  to  in  the  svstcm  generally,  it  cannot  fail,  from 

employment  of  arsenic  is  tlie  kind  of  the  excitant  properties  that  it  has  been 

diseases  to  which  it  mav  be  adminis-  shown   to  possess,  in  increasing  the 

tered  with  an  exi)ectation  of  success ;  inflammatory   condition  that    already 

and  when  this  has  been  ascertained,  exists.     It  is  from  the  want  of  due  at- 

the  particular  stage  of  the  alTcction  at  tention  to  this  (Kiint  that  so  much  dif- 

which  it  should  1m:  given;  for,  as  will  ference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  real 

immediately  be  shewn,  it  may  be  use-  value  of  the  prei^irations  of  arsenic, 

less,  or  even  injurious,  at  one  period  not  only  in  cutaneous  alFections  gene- 

of  a  complaint,  but  of  the  utmost  ser-  rally,  but  also  in  the  treatment  of  indi- 

vice  at  another.  vidual  diseases  ol  the  skin.    A  medical 

In  order  to  avoid  repetition  I  shall  man  finds,  amongst  a  numl>er  of  reme- 
here  omit  the  consideration  of  the  mr-  dies,  Mrs(*nie  strongly  recommended  in 
ticular  diseases  in  which  the  employ-  a  pjirticular  disease,  as  lepra  or  eczema, 
znent  of  arsenic  is  contra-indicated  (the  for  example;  but  as  there  is  no  men- 
list  being  a  long  one),  for  as  I  shall  tion  made  as  to  the  ])eriod  of  the  afTec- 
have  occasion,  in  a  subsequent  part  of  tion  in  which  it  should  be  employed, 
this  pa{}er,  to  mention  those  in  which  he  very  ]>robably  administers  it  whilst 
its  administration  may  be  usefu1|  the  the  complaint  is  still  in  an  active  in- 
others  will  be  learnt  by  exclusion.  ilammatory  condition :  the  consequence 

With  regard  to  the  stage  of  a  cuta-  of  this  is,  that  the  disease  being  stimu- 

neous  disease  in  which  arsenic  is  ad-  lated  unduly,  becomes  aggravated  in 

missible,  it  m^y  be  stated,  in  general  its  symptoms,  and  the  confidence  of 

terms,  that  it  only  is  so  when  these  the  practitioner  in  a  very  valuable  re- 

afiections  have  assumed  somewhat  of  a  medy  is  shaken  ;  whereas,  had  it  been 

chronic  inactive  character,  after   the  employed  a  few  weeks  later,  the  hap- 

irritadTC    or    inflammatoir    condition  pi  est  results  might  have  attended  its 

that  characterizes  the  earlier  stages  of  administration.     But  the  question  na- 

most  of  them  has  been  removed.    Dis-  turally  arises,    how  is   the  jK'riod  at 

eases  of  the  skin,  with  but  very  few  which  arsenic  is  admissible  to  be  ascer- 

ezceptions,  are  of  an  essentially  in-  tained?     It  cannot  certainly  be  a  mat- 

flammatory  nature.    We  find  the  ordi-  ter  of  time,  for  in  one  case  the  same 

nary  symptoms  of  inflammation,  as  it  disease  may  be  in  a  more  active  inflam- 

B&cts  other  tissues,  present  in  them,  matory  condition  at  the  end  of  months, 

more  particularly  during  their  earlier  or  even  years,  than  it  will  in  another 

stages;  the  '*  tumor  et  rubor  cum  ca-  at  the  expiration  of  but  a  few  days  or 

lore  et  dolore'*  occur  to  a  greater  or  less  weeks.     1  n  answer  to  this  1  may  state, 

degree  in  almost  all  of  them  ;  and  the  that  I  think  it  will  usually  be  found, 

products  of  inflammation  also,  whether  with  suflkiently  few  exceptions  indeed 

consisting  in  the  effusion  of  serum,  pus,  to  make  it  a  general  rule,  that  the  ad- 

or  lymph,  or  in  modifications  of  the  ministration  of  arsenic  is  contra-indi- 

natunu  structure  and  functions  of  the  cated  in  all  those  cases  of  cutaneous 

skin,  are  observable   in  most.     This  disease  in  which  topical  stimulants  of 

&ct  is  of  especial  value  in  regard  to  the  a  mild  nature,  such  as  the  ointment  of 

treatment  of  these  diseases ;  which,  in-  the  white  precipitate,  or  of  the  nitrate 

deed,  consists  of  nothing  more   than  of  mercury  diluted  with  equal  paris  of 

the  treatment  of  inflammation  in  its  tlie  spermaceti  ointment,  or  a  solution 

active  or  its  passive  forms.    As  long  as  of  the  sulphurct  of  jxitassium  in  the 

the  inflammatory  action  going  on  in  proportion  of  about  a  drachm  to  the 

806.^xxxii.  ^ 
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pint,  increase  permanently  the  severity  der.    On  the  other  hand,  they  are  in 

of  the  affection.      I  do  not  mean  to  most  cases  borne  well  by  inaiTidiials 

imply  by  this  that  the  reverse  holds  of  a  somewhat  phlegmatic,  debilitated, 

good,  viz.  that  a  disease  in  which  ex-  or  lax  habit  of  body,  more  particularly 

temal  stimulants  are  employed   with  if  they  are  past  the  middle  age,  with  a 

success   should  necessarily  benefit  by  pale  cachectic    complexion,    languid 

the  administration  of  arsenicals  ;  far  weak  circulation,  ana  a  general  want  of 

from  it ;  but  I  cannot  recal  to  mind  a  tone  about  the  system,  actine  upon 

single  case  that  has  improved  under  the  such  patients  as  powerful  and  useful 

use  of  this  mineral  that  did  not  bear  tonics.     In  persons  of  this  halnt  of 

the  employment  of  gently  stimulating  body  the  diseases  of  the  skin  appear 

ointments  or  lotions,  provided  always  rather  to  be  dependent  upon  a  degree 

that  the  disease  did  not  occur  in  a  per-  of  debility  or  want  of  power  in  the 

son  of  a  very  highly  excitable  or  irrita-  cutaneous    capillaries ;    and  it   is  in 

ble  temperament,  or  in  one  labouring  these  patients  that  the  preparations  of 

under  irritation  of  the  gastric  mucous  arsenic  are  of  great  service,  in  exciting, 

membrane,   or   other  such  decidedly  in  a  peculiar  manner,  a  more  healthy 

contra-indicating  affection.  action  in  this  class  of  vessels,  thereby 

In  confirmation  of  this  I  may  adduce  modifying  or  removing  those  morbid 
as  an  example  that  very  common  dis-  changes  that  are  the  results  of  an  ab>- 
ease  eczema,  which,  when  in  its  acute  normal  condition  in  their  secernent 
sta^,  in  which  it  could  bear  no  other  and  nutrient  functions, 
topical  applications  than  the  most  The  diseases  of  the  skin  that  are 
soothing  poultices  and  fomentations,  likely  to  be  benefited  by  the  employ* 
would  infallibly  be  matly  increased  in  ment  of  the  arsenical  preparations 
severity  by  the  employment  of  arsenic  belong  to  very  different  orders  in  all 
even  in  its  most  mmute  doses,  will,  at  classifications  of  these  affections ;  but 
a  more  advanced  period,  when  it  has  however  widely  they  may  be  separated 
fallen  into  a  passive  condition,  improve  by  artificial  arrangement,  they  ail  aeree 
under  the  use  of  the  mineral,  at  the  in  this  one  important  respect,  that  tiiey 
same  lime  that  it  receives  the  most  de-  are  characterized  by  the  presence*  of 
cided  benefit  from  the  application  of  scales  or  scurf;  that  even  when  they 
topical  excitants,  such  as  the  white  do  not  belong  to  the  order  Squamm, 
precipitate  or  nitrate  of  mercurv  oint-  they  are  usually  but  little  benefitted 
ments,  and  sulphureous  batns  or  until  they  arrive  at  that  stage  in  which 
Washes.  And  this  is  nothing  more  than  they  assume  a  furfuraceous  or  scaly 
we  should  h  priori  expect ;  for  if,  as  I  condition,  in  which  state  the  boundary 
think  there  can  be  no  doubt,  arsenic  line  between  them  and  the  real  sqna* 
acts  as  an  excitant  to  the  integumen-  mous  diseases  is,  in  very  many  cases, 
tary  system,  amoncjst  the  other  tissues  but  very  faintly  marked.  Thus,  in  the 
ana  organs,  stimulating  in  a  peculiar  earlier  stages  of  eczema,  for  example, 
way  the  cutaneouscapillaries,  we  cannot  arsenic  is,  in  any  form,  decidedly  use- 
suppose  this  stimulus  to  be  beneficial  less,  if  not  positively  injurious;  but 
from  within,  unless  it  also  is  so  from  when  once  this  disease  has  fallen  into 
without.  that  condition  in  which  there  is  no 

The  circumstances,  then,  under  which  longer  any  distinct  evolution  of  vesi- 

the  employment  of  arsenic   in  cuta-  cles,  but,  in  their  place,  a  serous  fluid, 

neous  diseases  is  contra-indicated  hav-  which    exudes    at   times,    and    dries 

ing  been  pointed  out,  we  shall  easily  rapidly  into  thin  furfuraceous  scales 

amve  at  a  knowledge  of  those  cases  in  or  laminae,  the  sul^acent  skin  being 

which  its  administration  is  likely  to  be  red,  fflazed,  dry,  and  more  or  less  fis- 

attended  by  beneficial  results.    It  has  sured  and  cracked,  the  use  of  these 

already  been  shown,  that  the  use  of  remedies  will  often  be  productive  of  the 

the  preparations  of  this  metal  is  ex-  most  decidedly  beneficial  results, 
ceedingly  hazardous  in  individuals  of  [to  be  continned.l 

a  sanguine  or  san^ineo-nervous  tem-  ] 

perament  and  excitable  habit  of  body, 

or  in  those  who  BuflBnr  from,  or  are  pe-  

culiarly  disposed  to,  irritative  gastric 
dyspepsia,  or  any  inflammatory  disor- 
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CASM  OW  thii  time  involuntarily ;   at  half-past 

SCARLATINA.    ANGINOSA.  leveii  in  the  evening,  finding  his  symp- 

ii^r»A.«..v,i»«  ic«,  ^°°"  wone,  the  breathing  more  op- 

By  CRAKLit  ViifBS.  Esq.  pressed,  pulse  at  the  wrist  impercep- 

Svrfcon  to  the  Bttdinir  Di»peii«n-.  tible,  the  carotids  still  acting  violently, 

I  ordered  cupping^  on  the  crown  of  the 

7b  ike  Editor  qf  ih$  Medical  OaittU.  ^^^J:^^^  cupping  glass  was  applied 

immediately  over  the  lambdoiual  suture: 

SiRf  at  first  he  took  no  notice  of  the  opera- 

Should  you  consider   the  following  tion,  but  after  6  ounces  of  blood  had 

case  of  sufficient  interest,  its  earlv  m-  been  extracted,  he  raised  his  hand  and 

sertion  in  your  valuable  periodical  will  endeavoured    to     pull   off  the   glass, 

much  oblige  me.— I  am,  sir,  struggled  to  get  awav  from  his  father 

Your  obedient  servant,  who  was  supporting  him,  and  evinced 

Charles  Vines.  disj^leasure  at  the  operation.  On  being 

6^Gbstle9trceLHewiiii|rf  again  placed  in  bed  consciousness  was 

Miqr  1,1849.  much    more   complete;    he  appeared 

Febniary-iCth,  1843,atll  A.M.  Iwas  to    understand   the  questions    asked, 

reqaetted  to  visit  Ed^in  Howel,  let.  12  although  he  made  no  attempt  to  answer 

ycara,  of  tolerably  good  constitution,  Jhcni;  the  pupils  were  more  sensible  to 

and  whose  appearances  were  as  follows:  "g"t ;  V^^^  at  the  wnst  more  dwtinct, 

he  wu  lying  in  bed  on  his  left  side,  and  the  symptoms  altogether  consider- 

and  perfectly  insensible;  complexion  ably  relieved;  the  fiurface  of  the  body 

pale  >  features  distorted ;  lips  extremely  ^as,  however,  cold  and  clammy.     An 

Uvid ;  the  head  hot ;    eyelids  closed ;  enema  consisting  of  I  ounce  Sji.  Tere- 

pupilB  insensible  to  light ;   the  jaws  l>inth.  and  2  drms.  Tinct.  Assattrtid.  in 

closed,  inaide  of  mouth  lined  with  a  a  pint  of  gnid,  was  then  adminiKtcrcd : 

▼itcid  mucous;  breathing  hurried  and  this  he  strongly  objected  to, endeavour- 

Mtertoioos,  carotids  throbbed  violently ;  i^g  to  force  the  instrument  from  him : 

cxtiemitiei  rather  cold,  hands  clenched,  about  half  the  injection  was  retained. 

scafcely  any  pulsation  at  the  wrist;  He  wjis  now  able  after  considerable 

skin  moist  and  clammy ;    on  calling  c'sertion  to  swallow  a  little  linuid,  and 

loudly  into  his  ear  he  took  no  notice,  fen   grains  of  calomel,  mixed  with  a 

His  mother  stated  that  he  had  been  ^fle  sugar,  were  placed  in  his  mouth: 

rather  feverish  for  the  Ust  two  days,  this,  with  the  aid  of  some  tea,  passed 

and  that  yesterday  he  had  a  rigor ;  tliat  ^"to  the  stomach.    A  liniment  com- 

•he    gave    him    an    opening    powder  I>om?«  of  croton  oil,  ammonia  and  soap 

which  operated  freely  this  morning:  "niment,  was  then  rubbed  freely  over 

the  motions  were  green,  offensive,  and  the  outside  of  the  throat. 

watery :  he  had  passed  a  restless  night.  At  half-past  9  p.m.  the  countenance 

On  taking  tL  little  tea  eariv  this  morn-  was  more  calm  and  natural.     The  lips 


an ,, 

daA  and  thick,  and 'flowed  slowly;  tremities  warm,  and  he  expressed  bv 

mnttaid  poultices  were  applied  to  the  ^'^"^  that    he  was   better,  but    still 

calves  oftibe  legs  and  soles  of  the  feet,  swallowed    with    great    ditficulty.      I 

of  these  he  took  no  notice;  his  head  wdered  a  tea-spoonful  of  gruel  to  be 

was  then  shaved  and  ten  leeches  ap-  P^accKl  in  his  mouth  occasionally,  and 

plied  to  the  temples  and   forehead  ;  a  fourth  part  of  the  following  every 

these  bled  freely,  stUl  the  symptoms  two  or  three  hours. 

continued.  My  patient  was  then  placed  R  Liq.  Ant.  J'ot.  Tart.  3j. ;   Liq.  Am- 

in  a  warm  batn,  where  he  remained  mon-  Ac.  5«8. ;   Sp.  ;^th.  Nit.  3j. ; 

about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  cold  water  M*  Meuth.  Sat.  ad.  5"j-  M.  ft.  Mist. 

being  applied  to  his  head ;  during  this  27th,  9  a.m.— My  patient  had  passed 

time    his    arm   commenced    bleeding  a  restless  night ;   nad  been  delirious ; 

afresh,  and  he  lost  a  few  ounces  more  of  bowels  had  not  acted;    head  a  little 

Uood ;   when  in  the  bath  slight  re-  hotter  than  natural ;  surface  of  body 

action  took  place,  but  on  being  put  to  generally  warm;  pulse  extremely  ouick 

hed  he  relapsed  into  his  former  con-  and  small ;   complained  mue\\  c^v  Vca 

dition.    His  motions  pHssed  away  at  throat,  and  had  a  greaX,  ^iv^«l^  ol  v^vcv% 
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any  thinff  into  his  mouth ;  the  tonsils,  vous  stimulus,  nor  a  due  share  of  arte- 

tongue,  hning  membrane  of  mouth  and  rial  or  oxygenissed  blood,  was  depressed 

fauces,  very  red  and  swollen.  in  its  action ;  thus  vitality  weakened 

.  -,        ^       .,       .  .           J  1.   *-i    *u^  would  soon  have  ceased  altogether.  Su- 

To  contanuc  the  mixture,  and  to  take  the  ^^^^ed  to  this  condition  must  have 

foUowiBg  powders.  ^^  ^j^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  excitement,  evi- 

9,  Ant.  Potassio.'^rt.  gr.  i ;  Hydrar«.  j^^^^^  ^   ^^e  throbbing  of  the  carotids, 

Chlond  gr.ij.;  PalY.Trag.Co.gr.  iij.;  ^„^   ^^^^^   according    to    Dr.    Kellie, 

M.  ft.  Pulvis,  4ta.  q.  h.  ^j^^  overcharged  cerebral  arteries,  com- 

9  P.M. — Reaction  more  fully  esta-  pressing    their    corresponding    veins, 

blished,  but  deglutition  still  very  diffi-  would  tend  to  impede  still  further  the 

cult ;  bowels  had  been  open  twice.  circulation  within    the   cranium,  and 

was  in  a  state  of  congestion,  each  vital 

28th.— Had  slept  a  little  during  the  organ  participating  m  this  depressed 

night ;   blister  had  drawn  well ;    the  condition  of  the  grand  nervous  centre, 

throat  slightly  relieved ;  gums  affected  To  what    cause,   then,   are    we    to 

by  the  calomel ;    countenance   calm  ;  attribute  this  comatose  or  asphyxiated 

no  pain  except  from  the  throat ;  pub e  condition  P    To  an  inflammatory  con- 

a  little  fuller.  dition  of  the  throat,  viz.  effusion  into 

Ordered  a  chloride  of  soda  soluHon  for  the  cellular  membrane  of  the   throat 

•     the  mouth.    To  discontinue  the  calomel,  and  fauces  causing  obstruction  to  the 

_,      ,,^     ^,         ^.     ^i_jix  entrance  of  air  into  the  lungs  (apnoea) : 

^u^\  l8t.-My  patient  had  slept  ^^  to  arterial  excitement  impeding  the 

much  better ;  derfutition  more  easy,  and  vascular  circulation  within  the  bwdn  ? 

consequently  able  to  take  more  nounsh-  j  ^  inclined  to  suppose  by  a  combina- 

ment;   pulse  fuller,  but  soft;   bowels  ^^^^    ^f   ^he  two  causes.     From  the 

cpnnned.  history  of  the  case,  the  rigor  which 

To  continue  the  mixture,  with  the  ad-  preceded  the  difficulty  of  swallowing, 

dition  of  2  drs.  of  sulphate  of  magnesia,  and  the  throbbing  of  tne  carotids,  there 

In  the  evening  a  roseolar  appearance  can  be  no  doubt  as  to   the    arterisd 

shewed  itself  on  the  hands  and  arms,  excitement;  and  we  have  equal  evidence 

also  slightly  on  the  face.  that  there  was  obstruction  of  the  throat. 

2d,  9  A.M.<— Had  slept  several  hours  Those  who  contend  for  the  action  of  a 
during  the  night;  able  to  speak  dis-  speciflc  poison  in  cases  of  fever  mi^ht 
tinctly ;  expressed  himself  much  better ;  say  that  the  symptoms  were  attributable 
throat  almost  free  from  pain ;  roseolar  to  this  agent  exerting  a  depressing  in- 
appearance  of  skin  more  distinct ;  pulse  fluence  on  the  brain  and  nervous  system 
tolerably  full  and  soft;  bowels  were  generally;  but  I  think  that  the  treat- 
well  open  during  the  day.  meiit    of   the   case  disproves  such  a 

3d. — Had  slept   nearly  all    night ;  notion.    Now  blood-letting,  in  the  first 

roseolar  blush  01  skin  had  disappeared;  instance,  proved  to  be  the  only  efficient 

could  swallow  almost  as  well  as  usual,  remedv ;  but  a  quantity  of  blood  taken 

From  this  period  my  patient  gradually  from  the  arm  and  temples  produced  no 

progressed  towards  recovery,  and  in  the  effect.    The  warm  bath  effected  only 

course  of  a  fortnight  was  quite  restored  slight  reaction,  followed  by  more  de- 

to  health.  cidcd  collapse ;  but  on  the  abstraction 

Observations. — The  history  of  this  of  a  few  ounces  of  blood  from  the 

ease,  in  connection  with  others  lately  vertex  of  the  head,  the  brain  was  in- 

occurrine  in  my  practice,  has  suggested  stantly  relieved.    The  blood  was  ex- 

the  few  following  observations.    In  the  tracted  opposite  the  upper  angle  of  the 

first  place,  what  was  the  condition  of  occipital  hone,  just  at  the  junction  of 

the  patient  here  described  ?     I  would  the   sagittal  and    lambdoidal   sutures. 

answer,  a  state  of  coBia  or  asphyxia.  The  longitudinal  sinus  traversing  the 

that  kind  of  coma  induced    uy  un-  upper  surface    of   the    brain  in  this 

healthy^  non-arterialized  blood  circu-  situation  communicates  freelv  with  the 

lating  in  the  brain.    The  brain  had  cranial  bones,  and  the  quick  removal 

become  narcotized,  unfitted  to  perform  of  blood  in  this  situation  tended  to 

its  peculiar  function.    And  the  heart,  relieve  the  vessels  immediately  in  the 

not  receiving  its  usual  supply  of  ner-  neighbourhood.     A  stimulating  injec- 
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tion  then  served  to  rouse  the  central  with  a  view  of  exciting  an  useless  die- 

organs,  and,  by  a  reflex  action  on  the  cussion,  but  for  the  purpose  of  shewing 

nervous    system,  materially  aided    to  that  he  has  not  succeeded  in  proving 

rally   the  sinking  powers.     Reaction  the  "  futility  of  the  objection"  brought 

havmg  been  once  established,  no  further  forward  by  the  reviewer. 
Btimulants  were  requisite ;  in  fact  they        The  opinion  that  urea  and  uric  acid 

were  contraindicated  by  an  inflamma-  are  formcHl  from  the  destructive  assimila- 

tonr  tendency  in  the  system.  tion  of  effete  animal  tissues,  advanced 

It  is  evident,  from  the  case  in  question,  by  Dr.  Prout,  and  brought  forward  by 
that  the  pulse  afforded  no  criterion  as  Liebig  in  his  late  work,  is  now  con- 
to  the  necessity  for  the  abstraction  of  ventionallv  admitted.  In  fact,  there 
blood.  When  the  patient  was  first  can  scarcely  be  a  reasonable  doubt  on 
seen  his  pulse  was  scarcely  perceptible,  the  correctness  of  this  view.  Liebig 
To  have  given  stimulants,  with  the  idea  has  ^ne  further  than  this,  and  has 
of  waiting  till  signs  of  reaction  mani-  laid  it  down  as  an  axiom,  that  urea 
fested  themselves,  would  have  been  and  uric  acid  are  produced  by  oxygena- 
dangerous  in  the  highest  degree,  since  tion  of  tissues,  tlie  latter  being  pro- 
the  proximate  source  of  the  depressed  duced  when  too  little  oxy^n  is  present 
circulation  existed  in  the  brain:  the  to  allow  the  former  to  be  generated, 
removal  of  blood,  then,  in  order  to  and  hence  that  in  reptiles  slowly 
relieve  the  oppressed  state  of  the  respiring,  and  consequently  but  little 
cerebral  organ,  afforded  the  patient  the  exposed  to  the  influence  of  oxygen, 
only  chance  of  recovery.              *  an  abundance  of  uric  acid  is  excreted 

Other  severe  cases  of  head  affection  in  the  urine,  which  is  replaced  by  urea, 

having,  as  I  before    observed,  lately  as  we  ascend  the  scale  of  animal  life, 

ocenrred  to  me,  I  hope  shortly  to  intro-  until,  in  the  warm-blooded  camivora?, 

duce  them  to  your  notice.  deposits  of  uric  acid  are  unknown.    I 

endeavoured  to  shew,  in  one  of  my 

REMARKS  lectures,  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of 

this  sweeping   gcncnilization,  by  the 

ON  80MS  ^jg^gg  Qf  |„p(]g^  the  semi-solid  urine  of 

CRITICISMS   ON  A  LATE  REVIEW  many  of  which  consists  of  a  larj^  pro- 

IN  THE  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  portion  of  uric  acid.     This  objection, 

MEDICAL  REVIEW.  ^o  far  from  being  met  by  Mr.  Ancell, 

IS,  in  fact,  avoided  in  defending  Lic- 

Bt  Dk.  Golding  Bird.  big's  statement,  that  the  ulterior  con- 

—..^  version  of   animal  matter   into    urea 

"Fol^  nnn  des  meistera  worten  ™*y  take  place  alike  at  the  surface  of 

Wm  er  ujrt,  gilt  alier  orten.  the  metamorphosed  tissue,  and  in  the 

SS« K«r(?SSS?^trkUrtlS"'  f?"*«ng  organ,-a  prpi>osition  of  very 

MfLuet  beide  ffleich  behandein,  httle  consequence,  as  It  neither  admits 

WoUt  ibr  nicht  im  IrrUium  wandeln."  of  proof   or   refutation.     The  winged 

In  a  late  number  of  the  Lancet,  a  letter  inhabitants  of   the   South    American 

has  been  published  by  Mr.  Ancell,  in  rocks  have  covered  these  islets  with  a 

which  he  has  endeavoured  to  invalidate  thick  layer  of  guano  (urate  and  oxalate 

the  correctness  of  the  observations  made  of   ammonia  essentially),  in  spite  of 

by  the  author  of  an  able  review  of  Dr.  their  possessing  the   very  conditions 

B.  Jones's  work  on  Calculus  and  Gout,  which  Lie'uig  assumes  ought  to  i)re- 

in  the  last  number  of  the  British  and  vent     the    formation    of    uric  acid  ; 

Foreign  Medical  Review.     As  the  ar-  for  they  possess  higher  temperature, 

gunents  to  which  Mr.  Ancell  particu-  more  active  respiration,  and  a  greater 

larly  takes  exception  are  the  same  as  proportionate  mimlwr    of   blood  cor- 

thoae  which  1  brought  forward  in  my  p"«cles»,  than  any  other  class  of  ani- 

lectures  at  Guy's  Hospital,  and  which  maJs;  tlvv  breathe  the  oxygen  of  the 

were  published  in  this  journal,  I  feel  air  with  the  aqueous  vajwur  exhaling 

myseli  called  upon  to  take  some  public  from  the  ocean  surrounding  their  mari- 

notice  of   the  strictures    made   upon  time  resting-places ;  they,  for  any  thing 

them.     In  doing  this,  I  shall  content  -«  c^^,  in  Uebir't  oWwordi. '•  Die  Temi*ratur 

myself  with   alluding  Stnctly   to    that  des  Blutes  iit  im  Allicemenen  1>ei  den  Vu^clcv 

iKKrtion  of  Professor  Liebig's  views  to  !l",'**^''»f>,V**  den  •ndemv  Tji\«>k\^*wxv^\^^ 
wnicb  Mr.  Ancell  has  alluded;    not  *  Ux!«d>«o»t*^*>3w,^A.%.'»*i. 
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that  is  known  to  the  contrary,  drink  and  in  the  latter^  where  the  intenae  in- 

water  enough  for  all  the  conditions  flammatorj  fever  present  shows  this 

required  by  the  theory,  or  rather  hy-  process,  according  to  Liebig's  intcipre- 

pothesis,  of  Liebig;  and  yet  these  sea  tation  of  the  phenomena  of  inflamma^ 

oirds,  in  common  with  many  of  their  tion*,  to  be  carried  on  in  excess.     In 

inland  allies,  pertinaciously  oppose  the  the  latter,  therefore,  uric  acid  should 

dogma  of  the  professor  of  Giessen,  by  nearly  disappear  from  the  urine,  and  in 

dropping  from  their  cloacs  urate  of  the  former  be  in  excess ;  whilst  the  very 

ammonia.  reverse  of  this  reallv  occurs.    But  even 

Mr.    Anceirs    criticisms    are   most  if  these  cases  did  reallj  bear  out  Liebig's 

Sointedlv  levelled  at  certain  deductions  view,  how  can  a  diminution  of  red  par- 

rawn  from  a  table  which  has  been  tides  in  both  cases  explain  suchdifierent 

quoted  by  the  reviewer  on  my  authority,  effects  ? 

and  which  was  first  published  in  my  We  have  an  excellent  iUastration  of 

lectures  as  giving  a  view  of  some  of  the  effects  of  extending  a  theoiy  to 

M*  Becquerel's   clinical  observations,  its  utmost  limits,  in  the  remarks  dii 

This  table,  with  the  exception  of  a  the  urine  of  phthisis,  which   is  de- 

sli^ht  numeric  error,  which  has  been  clared  to  be  a   disease  of  excessiye 

pointed  out,  is  perfectly  correct,  and  oxygenation,    and    therefore   one   in 

the  numbers  it  contains  were  carefully  which  uric  acid  deposits  can  scarcely 

calculated  by  myself.     The  intention  exist.    This  is  stated  directly  bj  Dr. 

with  which  1  exhibited  this  table  to  my  Jones  (p.  11),  and  distinctly  imphed  by 

pupils  was  to  demonstrate  to  them  that  Professor  Liebig  (p.  137)«  in  opposition 

the  ratio  between  inflammatory  action,  to  this,  I  brought  forward  facts  which 

or  excessive  oxyg^enation,  and  the  dis-  appeared  to  me  sufficient  to  shew  that 

appearance  of  uric  acid  laid  down  by  this  dogma,  founded  on  reasoning  in  the 

Liebig  as  a  law,  was  not  in  accordance  laboratory,  was  opposed  to  actual  ex- 

with  recorded  experience.    In  the  cases  perience  so  far  as  it  had  extended, 

of  well-marked  chlorosis,  where  every  Mr.  Ancell  again  endeavours  to  explain 

^mptom,  and  even  the  very  state  of  this    discrepancy    between    fact   and 

the  blood,  proves  that  oxygenation,  in  theory  by  means  of   the    blood-cor- 

the  view  assumed  by  Liebig,  must  be  puscules,  which,  being  diminished  in 

most  imperfect,  and  therefore  where  we  phthisis,  oii^ht  to  produce  an  excess  of 

ought  to  have  excess  of  uric  acid,  we  uric  acid.   Liebig,  nowever,  states  that 

have  nothing  of  the  kind :  yet  no  one  there  ought  to  be  nothing  of  the  kind ; 

can  deny  that  metamorphosis  of  tisssue  and  thus  the  Professor  and  Mr.  Ancell 

goes  on    in    this    case.     Mr.  Ancell  are  opposed.     In  justice  to  the  latter 

ingeniously  attempts    to  explain   the  gentleman,    however,    we   must   not 

difficulty  by  alluding  to  the  fact  that  forget  that  he  appears  to  be  by  no 

blood-corpusculcsaredecidcdly  deficient  means  satisfied  with  the  piece  of  special 

in  this  affection ;  and  yet,  a  page  further  pleading  regarding  the  blood-discs  in 

on,  this  gentleman  uses  the  very  same  this  disease,  as  explaining  the  exist- 

argument  to  explain  the  presence  of  ence  of  what  Liebig  denies,  and  in 

uric  deposits  in  inflammatory  diseases,  another  part  of  his  criticisms  he  in- 

Thus  the  diminution  of  red  particles  quires  wnether  uric  acid  may  not  be 

(carriers  of  oxygen  of  Liebig)  is  used  in  excess  late  in  the  disease  only, 

at  once  to  explain  the  partial  absence  In  commenting  on  another  portion 

of  uric  acid  in  aneemia,  and  its  excess  of  the  review,  Mr.  Ancell  declares  that 

in  phlegmasia.     1  think  it  is  not  too  the   statement   there  made,  that  100 

much  to  denounce  such  ancipital  argu-  grains  of  azotised  solids  are  daily  ex- 

ments  as  utterly  worthless,  and  desti-  creted  by  the  skin,  is  advanced  "  most 

tute  of  any  thing  like  a  true  scientific  fallaciously."    I  am  ignorant  on  what 

character.    Let  us,  however,  for  a  mo-  grounds  this  bold  charge  is  hazarded  j 

ment,  take  two  cases,  one  of  excessive  certainly  on  no  facts  at  present  before 

pulmonary  emphysema,  and  the  other  the  profession.     In  my  lecture  I  gave 

of  acute  hepatitis ;  Injing  two  of  those  the  results  of  the  well-known  experi- 

quoted  in  the  table.    In  the  former,      

where  the  lung  has  undergone  a  change  «  u  ,„  coii«€quence  of  the  acceleration  of  the 

almost  approaching  to  that  of  the  turtle,  circulation  in  the  itate  of  fever,  a  ercater  amount 

and  where  the  cold  surface,  the  leaden  ^^  ■''^!if*."^  IP**  con^equeutfy  of  oxygen,  is 

i:«w>    «ii  «♦♦««*  :.»*«/ii.r««»  ^L^.^^^T'  conveyed  to  the  diseased  parts  as  well  as  to  all 

lip,  all  attest  imperfect  oxygenation;  other parts."~LiEBio, p. ise. 
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menta  of  Seguin  and  Anselmino,  and  assumption,  which  few  will  feel  in- 

shewed  that  m  24  hours  the  skin  ck-  clincd  to  grant,  on  an  old  and  familiar 

haled  \~^  theory  of  intru-combustion.   It  has  not, 

0.^„;^  »..«4^.      \tVT*±T  ^•:mo  indeed,  even  been  proved    that  iron 

sEnSt^          8??>  ^  «^^«**  '^  blood-coniusculcs  as  an  oxide 

Volatile  matted  1565061      ll  f  tl- '  ^^^''%  ^fc  "nany  reasons  for 

TVMM^«i  •uai.i^      ^,^l^M^,          „  doubting  it ;  if  it  does  not  exist  m  a 

|KuiQ  metallic    state,    it    in    all  probability 

'     ^  forms  a  binary  com[K)und,  analogous 

These  107'47  grains  of  organic  matter  to  an  haloid  combination.    If  we  refer 

are  aa  rich  in  nitro^n  as  many  other  to  Liebig's  mode   of  examining  the 

eflete  pvoducts  of  vital  chemistry,  and  blood,  every  one  acqusiinted  wiUi  the 

closely  resemble  the  extrait  He  viande  structure  of  the  cori)uscule,  especially 

of  Berielius.    I  have  in  more  than  one  since  Dr.  Rces'  observations,  must  be 

instance  detected  distinct  evidence  of  struck  with  its  utter  unfitness  to  give 

the  presence  of  urea  in  it.    Is  it,  then,  any  thing  like  even  a  distant  approach 

just  to  denounce  the  statement  that  to  the  truth.    He  directs  driea  ulood, 

asotiscMl  matter  is  exhaled  from  the  or  red  particles  which  have  been  sepa< 

skin,  as '' most  fiillacious  ?"  rated  bv  subsidence  (cingctrocknetes 

Throoghout  the  whole  of  his  criti-  Blut,  oder  Albumin -Blut-roth),  to  be 

cisms,  the  varying  quantity  of  blood-  mixed  with  strong  sulphuric  acid*;  a 

corpusculeSyOr  carriers  of  oxygen,  in  the  paste  is  thus  formed,  wnicli  deliquesces 

Uood,  constitutes  Mr.  Ancell's  great  in  the  air.    It  is  unnecessary  to  pursue 

rA«M/  de  iaimiile.  The  ver>'  grounds  of  the  process  further,  as  this  first  step  is 

hisdefenceofLiebig's  hypothesis  on  this  sufHcient  to  prevent  our  learning  in 

point  are  debateable;  even  Andral'sand  what  state  the  iron  really  exists  in  the 

Lecanu's  analyses,  to  which  he  refers,  afe  blood-corpuscule,  or  indeed  any  thing 

Bot  satisfactory.  Their  mode  of  dctermin-  else  about  it,  as  tlie  disorganizing  in- 

ing  the  preparation  of  blood-discs  is  by  fluence  of  the  corrosive  acid  employed 

no  means  irce  from  error;  in  fact,  we  must  be  sufHcicnt  to  utterly  cnange 

know  of  no  means  at  present  of  doing  the  nature  of  the  very  body  we  are  en« 

so  with  anv  amount  of  accuracy  ;  and  deavouring  to  investigate.     It  is  like 

were  Mr.  Ancell  more  practically  ac-  attempting  to  study  the  anatomy  of 

qoainted  with  the  difficulties  surround-  an  animal  by  crushing  it  in  a  mortar 

ing  quantitative  analyses  of  blood,  he  before    we    commence   its  dissection, 

would  learn  to  be  very  cautious  before  he  One  of  the  most  excellent  chemists  of 

founded  arguments  of  this  importance  the  day,  and  one  who  has  worked' well 

upon  them.  The  elegant  and  luminous  and  successfully  in  the  path  of  organic 

researches  of  Dr.  Rees  on  the  anato-  chemistry  under  the  auspices  of  Dumas, 

mical  and  physical  proi)ertics  of  the  Professor  Kane,  of  Dublin,  differs  alto- 

bloodrcorpnsculc    have  thrown  much  gether  from  the  assumption  of  Liebig ; 

lu^t  on  this  difficult  problem  in  zoo-  he  has  declared  that,  "  with  the  know- 

cbemistry  (Guy's  Reports,  April  1843).  ledge  we  now  possess  of  hematosinc  in 

To  turn,  however,  more  particularly  its  pure  form,  we  must  consider  the 
to  Liebig's  doctrine,  that  blood-cor-  iron  to  be  an  integral  ptirt  of  its  organic 
puscules  are  carriers  of  oxygen  :  on  constitution,  ;is  sulphur  is  in  albumen, 
what  proof  does  this  rest  P  A I  It  he  few  or  arsenic  in  alkarsin  ;  and  the  opinion 
facts  he  has  advanced  in  supi)ort  of  this  of  its  being  oxidized,  and  combined 
hypothesis  admit  of  other  explanations,  with  the  two  organic  elements  as  a 
He  has,  indeed,  declared  tne  iron  to  kind  of  salt,  can  no  longer  be  sup- 
exist  in  venous  blood  as  protoxide,  and  portedf.' 

in   arterial    as    sesquioxide:    where.  With  every  honest  desire  to  do  j us- 

again,  I  Eoay  venture  to  inquire,  is  the  tice   to  the  high  and  acknowle4ed 

proof  of  this  statement  ?    We  look  m  talent  of  Professor  Liebig,  1  feel  that 

vain  for  one,  but  find  indeed  tlie  follow-  it  must  be  regretted  that  he  has  left  the 

ing  sentence:   "Let  us  now  assume  path  of  pure  chemistry,  in  which  he 

that  the  iron  in  venous  blood  is  in  the  was  really  a  blazing  luminary,  to  ven- 

state  of  protoxide,"  p.  273.     Liebig    i 5 -1 

then  goes  on  to  develop  his  hyiwthcsis  *  S*"il"'^?'^^  u*^!*  r  '^l   '^'*"^°*  ""^  "'^' 

Of  respiration,  by  grafting  tins,  a  pure  t  Klcmeuta  of  Chcmwtry,  i84i,  v-  «^w. 
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tore  in  ihe  field  of  pathology  iinsup-  summer  imbibers  of  ginger-beer,  sprues 
ported  by  experience.  In  nis  whole  beer,  or  soda-water  r  It  is  well  known 
work  not  a  single  case  is  alluded  to,  they  do  not,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
nor  reference  made  to  cHnical  expe-  thejr  cannot  produce  intoxication,  which 
rience  in  support  of  a  single  view.  He  the  ill-fermented  wine  will  readily  do. 
seems  to  look  upon  the  animal  orga-  Again,  in  idluding  to  the  gases  ez- 
nism  as  a  mere  machine,  in  which  the  haled  from  the  lungs,  Professor  Liebig 
ordinary  physical  laws  obtain  as  com-  has  stated  that  ^*  the  presence  of  mem- 
pletely  as  when  acting  on  dead  and  branes  offers  not  the  slightest  obstacle 
inert  matter ;  and  this  has  led  to  his  to  their  passing  directly  into  the  cavity 
making  often  loosely  expressed  state-  of  the  cnest/' — p.  11/.  A  statement 
ments  which  astonish  us.  I  would,  in  more  opposed  to  fact  can  scarcely  be 
illustration,  refer  to  but  two  instances  conceived.  We  know  that  the  pleura 
in  which  he  has  applied  the  phenome-  and  fibrous  capsule  (P)  of  the  lungoom- 
non  of  exosmosis  to  the  body,  in  a  pletely  prevent  the  escape  of  air  into 
manner  which,  had  any  one  but  the  the  chest.  If  this  were  not  the  case<*— 
professor  of  Giessen  uttered  them,  had  if  nature  in  her  wisdom  had  not 
brought  down  on  the  devoted  head  of  been  a  better  physiologist  than  the 
the  writer  all  the  gull  of  the  critic;  professor— life  would  be  in  daily  danoer 
and  yet,  in  all  the  so-called  reviews  of  from  pncumo-thorax.  Where  are  the 
Liebig's  work,  they  have  scarcely  been  cases  recorded  in  which  air  has  e»- 
alluded  to.  He  states  that  death  often  caped  from  the  lung  into  the  ehest 
occurs  by  drinking  "  creaming''  wines,  during  life,  without  breach  of  sur- 
containing  loosely  combined  carbonic  face  P  I  might  point  out  other  in- 
acid,  and  thus  explains  the  cause  of  stances  in  which  Liebig  has  allowed 
death.  **The  caroonic  acid  which  is  his  brilliant  imagination  to  outrun 
disengaged  penetrates  through  the  pa-  A>ber  experience.  I  have  quoted  these 
rietes  of  the  stomach !  through  the  to  show  that  the  dogmata  he  has  laid 
diaphragm !  f  and  through  all  the  inter-  down  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  infal- 
vening  membmnes  of  the  lungs,  out  of  lible,  nor  that  all  who  venture  to  diJQfer 
which  it  displaces  the  atmospheric  from  him  arc  to  be  charged  with 
air!!!  The  patient  dies  with  all  the  bringing  forward  "ftitile,**"  unfounded,** 
symptoms  of  asphyxia  caused  by  an  or  **  most  fallacious"  statements,  espe- 
irrespirable  gas ;  and  the  sureHt  proof  cially  at  a  time  when  Dumas  and 
of  the  presence  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  Boussingault,  in  France,  have  severely 
lungs  is  the  fact  that  the  inhalation  of  shaken  some  even  of  his  more  strictly 
ammonia  is  recognised  as  the  best  anti-  chemical  inductions ;  and  when  a  ta- 
dote  against  this  kind  of  poisoning." —  lented  chemist  of  our  own  country, 
p.  116.  Thealwurdityof  tnefirstpartof  Dr.  Kemp,  of  Cambridge,  has  shown 
this  exnlanation  is  sufficiently  appa-  that  the  composition  of  bile,  and  the 
rent :  where  is  the  proof  that  the  car-  formula  he  has  assumed  as  the  base  of 
bonic  acid  can  thus  penetrate  all  the  his  reasoning  on  the  products  of  the 
livingtissues  alluded  top  The  action  of  chemistry  of  life,  are  absolutely  erro- 
ammonia  affords  none.  A  less  brilliant  neous.  It  is  not  impossible  that  Liebig, 
interpreter  of  symptoms  than  Liebig  high  as  his  name  must  ever  rank  in 
would  be  content  with  a  different  ex-  chemistry,  mav  one  day  regret  that  he 
planation.  A  German  toper  imbibes  did  not  apply  his  pathology  to  the  test 
nis  ill-fermented  fedenoeitse  weiuf  and  of  experience,  'ere  he  gave  it  to  the 
succumbs  from  the  influence  of  his  po-  world. 

tation  on  the  nervous  system  j  in  other         _Hei«e  Mtgister,  bei^e  Doctor  g«r, 
words,  IS  very  dnmk.      The  ammonia  Und  ziebe  schon  an  die  zehen  Jahr ; 

held   to   his  nostrils  exerts    its   well-  gerauf,  herab  und  quer  und  krumm, 

ir*.^»».  ^uf^^t.  •_  •   J.  -^     X'  J     •  Meine  scliuler  an  dear  naae  herum, 

known  effect  in  intoxication,  and  mves  Und  sebe,  daw  wir  nichta  wiMien  kennen ! 

some  relief  to  symptoms  which,  from  Daa  will  mir  tcbier  das  hen  verbrennen. 

their  cerebral  character,  might  by  pos-  Faust. 

sibility,  by  an  unpractised  eye,  be  mis-        In  conclusion,  if  Mr.  Ancell  will 

taken  for  asphyxia.    If  Liebig's  expla-  applv  the  industry  and  talent  which 

nation  were  correct,  ought  not  these  so  cnaracterize  him  by  helping  those 

cases  of  what  he  has  called  atphyxia  who  are,  and  have  been  long  working 

to  occur  in  this  country  among  our  at  the  bedside,  he  will  (if  he  will  excuse 


MEDICAL  LBOISLATION. 


249 


the  pemark)  tonier  a  greater  boon  on 

the  profession  to  which  we  belong, 

than  by  acting  as  a  commentator  or 

interpreter    of   dogmata  which  now 

want  not  a  logical  but  an  experimental 

criticism. 

life  IfrdddtOB  Bqatre, 
Hay  S,  1S«3. 


ON 
NEW  PERCUSSING   INSTRUMENTS 

VOa  IVVB8TIGATING  DISEASES  OF 
TUB  CHEST. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Friday,  May  12, 1843. 


'*  Licet  omnibiit,  licet  etiwa  mibi,  digaitsten 
Artit  MedUM  tueri ;'  poteetas  modo  veniendi  in 
publicum  tit,  dicendi  periciilaai  non  racnio." 

CiCSBO. 


2^  Us  BdUor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

Sia, 

You  were  kind  enough  to  insert  in  the 
last  volume  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
page  379,  an  account,  with  an  engrav- 
ing, of  a  new  percussing  instrument, 
termed  an  echometer,  which  I  invented 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  uniform 
sounds.  I  beg  now  to  introduce  to 
your  notice  a  modification  of  that  one, 
involving  the  same  principle.  The 
present  instrument,  which  was  made 
Dy  Messrs.  Philp  and  Whicker,  of  St. 
James's  Street,  at  my  request,  is  much 
more  eonvenient  than  the  other,  in 
consequence  of  being  greatly  reduced 
in  size,  and  elicits  louder  sounds. 


The  plessimeter,  surrounded  by  a 
ring,  acts  on  a  swivel.  The  instrument 
should  be  pressed  upon  the  cliest  by 
the  fore  finger  and  tnumb  of  the  left 
hand,  while  the  percussor,  raised  by 
the  foie  finger  and  thumb  of  the  right 
hand,  ib  propelled  by  a  circular  spring. 
The  elevation  of  the  percussor  is  regu- 
lated by  a  screw  at  the  top  of  the  regu- 
lator, which  passes  over  tne  spring. 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
C.  J.  B.  Aldis,  M.D. 
Lecturer  on  Medicine  at  the  Charlotte 
Street  SchooL 

la,  Old  Burlington  Street, 
May  6,  IMS. 


LEGISLATION  IN  MEDICINE. 

In  a  late  number  we  alluded  to  the 
fact  that  professional  men  are  divided 
into  two  great  natural  oriers;  those, 
namely,  who  can  afford  to  wait  for 
practice,  and  those  who  cannot.  We 
showed,  also,  that  the  time  and  means 
at  the  disposal  of  a  student  influenced 
his  professional  acquirements  and  his 
social  position. 

We  should  be  heartily  glad  if  every 
man  who  practises  medicine  or  sur- 
gery in  the  British  dominions  belonged 
to  the  first  division  ;  but  we  fear  it  is 
scarcely  possible  that  it  should  be  so. 

Those  who  have  seen  what  the  most 
facetious  of  churchmen  has  said  of 
the  attempt  to  establish  a  body  of 
clergy,  who,  for  £150  a  year,  should 
be  patterns  of  good  taste  and  gentle- 
manly bearing,  as  well  as  of  all  the 
cardinal  virtues,  will  have  no  difficulty 
in  applying  the  satire,  mutatis  mutandis, 
to  the  members  of  our  own  less  dig- 
nified calling. 

For  many  reasons,  some  obvious, 
others  not  so  evident,  ours  is  of 
all  the  professions  by  far  the  least  fol- 
lowed by  men  of  independent  fortune. 
We  have,  as  a  class,  no  defined  social 
position,  such  as  is  occupied  by  the 
naval  and  military  officer,  the  clergy- 
man, and  the  lawyer.  We  fill  hardly 
any  public  offices,  and  there  are  no 
provisions  for  our  studious  youth,  like 
those  which  the  church  has  for  her 
"  poor  scholars,"  or  the  honorary  com- 
missions in  the  two  warUke  services. 

This  undefined  social  position  among 
a    nation    only   less    sensitive    than 
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their  Ameriean  kinsmen, — the  various  prosecutor.    Many  think  the  gOTeni- 

and  ahnost  imperceptible  gradations  ment  should  undertake  the  punishment 

which   separate   the  titled  physician  and  the  putting  down   of   quackery, 

from  the  obscure  shopkeeper,— the  dis-  We  are  not  of  this  opinion ;  but  think 

[X)sition  to  cultivate  professional  good  that  the  government  having  obtained 

fellowship,  struggling  with  the  broad  the  proper  information  as  to  the  qualifi- 

fects  of  social  and  educational  ine-  cations  required  for  a  license  to  prac- 

quality,  contribute,  no  doubt,  to  produce  tise  medicine,  and  having  made  it  penal 

that  ghi€  and  want  of  ease  so  often  to  practise  without  a  license,  must  leave 

apparent  amongst  our  brethren.    But  all  cases  of  contumacy   against   the 

to  the  same  conditions  is  no  doubt  licensing  body  to  be  punished  under  the 

owing  much  of  the  circumspect  beha-  general    law    against    such    oflfences, 

viour  and  quiet  conduct  which  charac-  all  malapraxis  amongst  those  who  are 

terize  us  in  general,  and   to  which,  licensed  being  punishable  according  to 

when  at  any  time  the  exceptions  are  nu-  the  damage  done  in  the  particular  case 

merous,  they  are  to  be  attributed  to  to  person  or  property, 
peculiar  circumstances  —  such  as  the        This,  then,  or  something  of  this  kind, 

recent  superabundance  of  young,  ill-  Sir  James  Graham  seems  disposed  to 

educated,  and  undisciplined  members,  do.    But  we  do  not  live  in  a  country. 

In  speculating  on  the  expected  bill  nor  under  a  form  of  government,  where 

for  medical  reform,  it  will  occur  to  some,  a  principle  can  be  planned  and  laid 

and  may  prevent   disappointment  to  down  to  have  laws  framed  upon  it  and 

remind  others,  that  the  duties,  as  well  fitted  to  it :    our  materials  for  legis- 

as  the  interests  of  the  government,  are  lation  are  not  so  ductile.    The  ancient 

totally  different  from  those  of  the  pro-  structure  of  our  constitution  is  not,  like 

fession.  an  Athenian  temple,  formed  of  blocks 

The  minister  is  bound,  it  would  ap-  squared  and  carved  beforehand,  but 
pear — for  we  leave  out  the  doctrine  rather  like  the  Cyclopean  walls  of 
of  total  non-interference,  the  laissez  heroic  and  half- fabulous  ages.  The 
faire  system  in  its  maturity — to  insist  huge  fragments  are  carefully  adjusted, 
on  a  minimum  of  qualification  for  those  indeed  massive  and  permanent,  but 
who  are  liable  to  be  consulted  on  the  most  irregular ;  each  adopted  only  be- 
bodily  ailments  of  their  fellow  subjects,  cause  found  fitting,  those  having  been 
without  the  possession  of  which  no  rejected  which  were  intractable.  In 
person  shall  be  allowed  to  undertake  later  times,  certainly,  we  find  fragments 
the  cure  of  disease.  He  is  bound  to  of  ail  sizes,  shapes,  and  qualities,  ruins 
make  inquiry  of  those  best  informed  on  of  things  new  and  old,  thrown  together 
the  subject  as  to  how  much  it  is  abso-  into  a  soft  and  yielding  cement.  Of 
lutely  requisite  to  demand  for  this  pur-  this  cheap  and  tractable  material,  this 
pose ;  and  to  appoint  a  competent  body  opu$  incertum^  modern  utilitarianism 
to  examine  candidates  and  grant  li-  finds  it  convenient  to  make  most  of  its 
censes.  Having  done  this,  his  duty  to  improvements, 
the  public  is  performed.  The  duty  of  the  profession,  on  the 

As  a  matter  of  detail  it  may  be  ex-  other  hand,  seems  to  be  to  raise  its  own 

pedient  to  consider  whether  the  burthen  dignity  and  its  value  in  the  eyes  of  the 

and  the  privilege  of  enforcing  the  law  state;  to  shew  that  it  duly  performs  the 

against  ofienders  should  be  committed  work  entrustdl  to  its  care,  and  deserves 

to  the  licensing  body  or  to  the  public  the  privileges  or  ihe  distinctions,  the 
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honoun  or  the  profito,  which  are  con-     „    -••  8«n  the  ironder  mw, 

■aerea  to  oe  its  dite.  ror  tnis  purpoee  «    ^,                     »  ^   ,      -,.  m       « .    - 

it  has  to  e»ct  from  itB  memben  much  ^^'  '^^  "^^"^  '^^  ^^,!^"?  ^,^"^°"^i?!^ 

Ugfaer  quslifieations  than  those  fixed  "^  ,^"^  "^"^^^^  *^*«  disabUity.    The 

by  the  state  as  a  minimmn;  it  has  to  ^^^  ^'^^•/'^  «"*P^^^  ^"  *  '^^^Z^" 

eieate  hononis  and  rewards  within  its  if"^""^  ^^^'  ,°^  contaminaUon  from 

own  jurisdiction,  or  to  recommend  the  ^^f^°^  •  ^  l°"«  "  ^^  apothecary 

most  deserring  of  iu  member,  to  ex-  continues  a  dealer  in  drugs,  so  long  is 

temal  oatroni^  *^  ^  different  category  from  those 

l»uuuage.  ^j^^  abstain  from  such  a  source   of 

Now  that  the  bitterness  of  encroach-  -^    mu                  -.i^i.. 

^      J       .  ^         ,      •           ^  profit.   The  surgeon  with  his  api>aratus 

ment  and  resistance  has  m  great  mea-  '^^                 , .  ?,      ,.        ,    /^      ,. 

-  .,  ,            .,    ^      ^      _.    .  of  various   kinds,   his    plasters,   his 

anre  sabsided— now  that  each  party  is  ,      ,         , .      v  \    .      \^       ,  .1 , 

^.   ^         ,           'I.  bandages,  his  splints,  is  not  a  whit  less 

oonacions  that  much  reqmres  changei  7^ .    ,  .    ■^          *  v   j  ^  m    .    . 

,  ^-   ^        ,         . ,    ,  A.            r^  ^  mechamcal  m  many  of  his  details,  but 

and  that  much  must  be  left— now  that  ,     u           *  •    j  x^  n    ^            \i. 

1.      «-^i.A*          jiiA*  he  has  contrived  totally  to  escape  the 

each,  sobered  by  tune  and  reflection,  ,      ,  .      u«  u  i.-       •  ui        •   i-     j 

,^,^^.  slough  in  which  his  neighbour  is  fixed. 

ADdtaMopnSeUwtoxxrti^^'  The  teeth  and  the  eyes  of  English- 
we  may  see,  by  experience  of  the  past,  °>en  are  not  that  we  know  of  under 
how  much  may  be  kft  to  be  worked  ^he  especial  protection  of  government. 
oat  by  the  moral  energies  of  our  pro-  ^^  is  well  known  that  dentists  and  ocu- 
fession,  and  how  little  need  be  done  in  ^^^^^  ^*^«  flourished  here  for  centuries, 
aid  of  this  by  legislative  interference.  ^'*'^'  '*"'^  Agamemnona  fortes,  prac- 
The  Worshipful  Society  of  Apothe-  rising  without  either  let  or  license,  on 
caries  wcic  simply  entrusted  with  the  ^  ^^^  chose  to  submit  to  them.  There 
privilege  of  granting  licenses  to  prac-  °^y  ^  ^^°^  obsolete  act  for  punish- 
tiae  pharmacy  to  those  who  were  not  ^°fif  ^^  operators  of  this  class ;  but  at 
already  in  practice,  and  they  have  ^^  ^^«°^  there  is  no  coUege  or  society 
giaduaUy  raised  their  standard  of  quali-  disposed  to  undertake  the  prosecution. 
fication,  which,  before  1815,  was  at  Dentistry,  then,  hke  druggistry, 
least  as  low  as  that  of  the  counter-  ^^  S^^^  ^P  ^  its  present  flourishing 
practice  of  the  druggi8t,'till  it  embraces  *"d  useful  state  outside  the  pale  of  all 
nearly  every  known  department  of  the  the  corporations,  and  in  spite  of  their 
■dence  of  medicme,  and  by  far  the  ^^'S.  The  art  once  cultivated  has 
gieater  number  of  its  licentiates  are  voluntarily  sought  tiie  aid  of  science,  sci- 
also  members  of  tiie  College  of  Sur-  ^"^^^^  practice  and  preliminary  studies 
geons.  There  can  be  no  greater  proof  *^^«  ^^^^  ^^  professors  to  fortune  and 
of  the  disjointed  state  of  matters  than  eminence,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  be- 
that  the  fact  of  membership  with  this  ^^^^  ^'^^'  ^^  "^  very  distant  period,  den- 
highly  educated  body  dUqualifies  for  ^^^  ^*^<>  "^  ^^^  surgeons  will  be  rare 
thelicense  of  the  Collegeof  Physicians,  anddespisedcxceptionstoageneralrule. 
and  for  a  seat  at  tiie  Council  of  the  But  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  if 
College  of  Surgeons.  Wherein,  how-  ^^V  <^v<^"  ^^  °"';  °J^^  ^"^^f  «^*  ^^°^«^ 
ever,  consists  tiie  disqualification  ?  not  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  derive  a 
in  tiie  supposition  that  the  member  is  P'^^^  ^^^"^  ^"^"^  well-known  shop 
unable  to  hold  tiie  amount  of  knowledge  ^^^^^  ^t.  Martin's  Lane,  the  College  of 
required  of  him  as  a  physician,  or  a  Surgeons  would  consider  them  quite 
councilman,  in  addition  to  what  he  creditable  members  of  their  body. 
has  been  obliged  to  know  as  an  aiwOie-  ^uch  in  tiie  same  way  does  uniting  the 
cary-not,  in  fact,  that  ^^^^  ^^  »  druggist  with  the  practice  of 
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medicine  degrade  the  general  practi-  of  nntimelj  dMth^  it  will  be  foond  in  tlit 

tioner,  and  we  cannot  but  think  that  JoUo^  coBridemtioM,  to  whu^  the  Regie 

•  .                .    ,              .  trar  General  has  adverted  mhifl  last  Repoct: 

any  arrangement  amongst  the  members  _m  i  jj^pc  that  the  members  of  the  mediori 

ofaprofession  which  draws  a  distinction  profession,  who  have  hitherto  gjkwea  thdr 

between  those  who  trust  exclusively  to  «d,  will  cordially  assist  in  carrying  out  thli 

an  art  or  a   science    and  those  who  ^^^^^  registration  of  the  causes  of  deatk, 

an  art  or  a  science,  ana  tnose  wno  as  they  alone  are  able  to  give  a  correct  itrtc- 

derive  part  of  their  gains  from  trade,  ment  of  the  nature  of  the  &tal  ditemes  s  and 

do  good  service    in    raising    and  up-  to  them,  more  than  to  the  members  ci  any 

holding  the  standard  of  professional  ^^r^o^'rh^rn^l^^iriL^^r 

character.  rials  for  advancing  the  science  of  vital  ita- 

tutics." 

Copies  of  the  '*  Statistical  Nosolocy,  with 

NOTICE  RELATIVE  TO  RETURNS  notes  and  observations  fbr  the  nsc^  tbow 

OF  **  CAUSES  OF  DEATH."  who  return  the  causes  of  death/'  amj  be 

^^_^  procured  by  any  medical  practitioner  vpoa 

application  (verbal  or  written)  at  the  General 

7b  the  Editor  ^f  the  Medical  Gazette.  R^^ister  Office. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ib» 

j;^  Your  obedient  servmt, 

^'"»  William  Fakb. 

I  SHALL  fed  much  obliged  if  you  will  in-      — 

form  the  readers  of  the  Mbdical  Gazette  CAUSES  OF 

that  the  Registrar  General  has  recently  given 

the  foUowing  direction  to  the  registrars  of  DEATH  AFTER  OPERATIONS  IN 

^^J^T^   *u    •  r        *:        •       .          u  THE  LONDON  HOSPITALS. 
*'  When  the  mformation  given  to  you  by 

the  medical  attendants  upon  deceased  per-  — — 

sons,  respecting  the  '  cause  of  death,'  con-  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

tains  also  a  statement  of  the  duration  of  the  c .. 

fatal  dieeaseSf  or  is  accompanied  by  the  ' 

memorandum   (p,  mortem)  denoting  that  In  an  essay  published  in  your  journal  of  to^ 

the  nature  of  the  causes  of  death  had  been  day,  by  Mr.  T.  Wflkinson  Khig,  a  renuvk 

ascertained  or  verified  by  a  post-mortem  appears  relative  to  some  of  my  observstioBS 

examination,  you  will  not  fail  to  enter  these  upon  **  the  causes  of  death  after  operations 

statements  in  the  column  of  the  register,  and  injuries  in  London  hospitals/'  recorded 

headed  '  Cause  of  Death'."  in  the  last  number  of  the  Guy's  Hospital 

It  is  desirable  on  many  accounts  that  the  Reports,  which  I  cannot  permit  to  pass  va- 

hiws  respecting    the  duration    of   diseases  noticed. 

dionld  be  ascertained,  and  this  wiU  afford  At  page  194  of  the  Gazette,  Mr.  King 

the  medical  profession  an  opportunity  of  observes,   after    alluding  to   my   remarks, 

entering   on   permanent  record  a  sufficient  *'  These  principles  have  been  long  taught  aft 

number   of   observations    for   determining  Guy*s,  and  the  facts  on  which  they  are  baaed 

those  laws,  as  wdl  as  the  laws  of  mortality,  run  through  a  series  of  thirty  or  fortv  large 

With  regard  to  the  registration  of  the  volumes  of  museum  manuscripts,  which  are 

"causes  of  death,"  it  has  been  found  the  not  merely  records  of  common  facts."     And 

most  convenient  and  satisfactory  course  for  again,  **  A  tabular  analysis  of  the  whole,  fiir 

the  medical  attendant  to  leave  a  written  cer-  more  than  twenty  years,  kept  up  since  I  was 

tificate  with  the  friends  of  the  deceased  per-  a  pupil,  renders  the  whole  available  almost 

son,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  r^is-  at  a  gkmce.     Dr.  C.'s  exposition  is  princt- 

trar.  pally  based  upon  my  own  autopsy-histories." 

Tlie  registrar  is  directed  to  ask  the  infor-  Now,  sir,  I  must  beg  to  observe,  that  Mr. 

mant  whether  any  written  statement  of  the  King  is  totally  in  error  in  advancing  the  un- 

cause  of  death  has  been  left  by  the  medical  founded    assumption    that    the    principles 

attendant,  but  the  relatives,  from  the  natural  which  I  have  adduced  are  based  either  upon 

distraction  of  grief,  or  ignorant  of  its  sci-  his  or  upon  any  other  person's  autopsy- 

cntific  importance,  are  vpt  to  foiget  the  histories.     I  have  stated  in  my  paper  in  the 

medical  certificate,  unlc»s  the  medical  atten-  Reports,  and  I  now  repeat  the  affirmation, 

dant  take  the  trouble  to  state  that  it  will  be  that  the  deductions  which   I    have   there 

required,  and  place  it  in  their  hands.  drawn  are  wholly  based  upon  my  ovm  ob- 

If  the  medical  profiession  needed  any  sti-  servations    and  inquiries,    pursued  in  the 

mulus  to  induce  them  to  contribute  to  the  wards   and  dead-house  of  Guy's  Hospital 

promotion  of  medical  science,  or  to  the  dis-  during  the  last  eight  years ;  every  principle 

covery  and  consequent  removal  of  ^e  causes  which  I  have  announced  in  that  paper  as  my 
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Qurn   b  founded  npon  eun  wUch  I  have  tem  regfliten  bj  Mr.  King,  I  miut  itote 

MjrMlf  Men  end  careftdlj  investigated.     I  that  I  did  not  find  it  verj  aTailable  in  the 

firat  gire  a  fUU  exposition  of  the  principles  above  examination  of  those  records ;  I  cer- 

wMcfa  form   the  ground- work  of  mv  last  tainly  referred  to  it  as  an  index,  which  it 

c«ay»  in  «  paper  (entitled,  **  Remarks  on  simply  is,  in  looking  over  some  of  Dr. 

^fkhmmi^  Inflammations  of  Serons   Mem-  Hodgkiu's  inspections ;  bat  I  preferred,  in 

hnam,")  read  before  the  Pnplls'  Physical  every  instance,  to  trust  to  my  own  perusal 

Society  of  Guy's  Hospital,   in    December  of  the  cases. 

1837<-^  period  at  which,   I  apprehend,  a  I  therefore  beg   to  repeat  that  I  am  not 

^erylaigeproportionof  Mr.  King's  autopsy*  in  the  slightest  degree  indebted  to  the  re- 

liisfeorieB  had  not  been  recorded  in  the  mu-  ports  or  observations  of  Mr.  King  for  the 

•ena  books.     In  that  paper,  as  well  aa  in  basis  of  any  one  of  the  results  whi(£  I  have 

the  eiMLy  lately  published  in  the   Reports  advanced  in  my  essay  published  in  the  April 

(note  to  page  91),  I  quoted  an  observation  number  of  the  Guy's  Hospital  Reports ;  but 

■Bade  by  Dr.  Hodgkin  about  fourteen  years  I  freely  acknowledge,  as  I  have  already  done 

■inee,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  observed  in    that  essay,    the  valuable  eo^flrmaiiim 

mottling  of  the  kidneys  in  patients  who  had  which  my  views  have  received  in  the  plain 

■ank  after  operations  and  injuries.     I  bad  details  of   cadaveric    inspections,    by  Dr. 

vemaiked  the  same  fact  before  meeting  with  Hodgkin,   Mr.    King,   and   Mr.   Roderick, 

Dr.  Hodgkin's  observation ;  but  I  of  course  contained  in  the  museum  registers  of  Guy's 

thoogfat  it  right  to  append  this  important  Hospital. — 1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

antksipatory  remark  to  each  of  my  essays.  Your  obeditmt  servant, 

I  have  also  expressly  quoted,  in  my  memoir  Norman  Chevbrs,  M.D. 

in  the  Reports  (page  97),  the  observation  Frith  Street,  Soho  Square, 

put  forth  by  Mr.  Key,  in  bis  lectures,  *'  that  May  5, 1M3. 

he  has  scarcely  ever  seen  a  fatal  case  of 

lithotomy  in  wluch  there  was  not  discovered  DIABETES, 

organic  disease  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  „„„^„  ,^  ,.^».^.,. ....,«« 

J                            .  .,        ..1      ,.,             ,»       T  ERROR  IN  THANSLATION. 

and  more  especially  of  the  kidneys.        I  was  

firrt  "»«4e  .ware  of  thU  «>me  days  after  I  j.^  ,^^  ^^.^^^  ^  ^^^  j^^^.^ 

had  received  the  proof  sheets  of  my  paper  ^ 

from  the  printer.     Beyond  this  I  am  per-  ^'R; 

foctly  willing  to  repeat,  however  unneoes-  In  the  number  of  your  valuable  journal  for 

Murily,  tn  aidmission  wbidi  I  have  already  the  21st  of  April  ult.,  I  observe  that  Dr. 

made,  of  my  obligation  to  the  post-mortem  Percy,  in  his  interesting  case  of  diabetes, 

rmistera  for  the  €<mfirmalion  ■  of  the  views  has   called   my  attention   to  the  following 

wUch  I  had  previously  committed  to  writ-  error  in  my  translation  of  Dr.  Bell's  Essay 

ing,  and  had  advanced  upon  several  occa-  on  Diabetes,  at  page  49 : — **  By  injecting 

•ions  in  tiie  discussions  of  the  societies  at-  into  the  vessels  a  solution  of  cane  sugar,  we 

tacfaed  to  Guy's  Hospital,  long  before  I  had  do  not  find  that  the  sugar  passes  into  the 

peeoarse  to  those  registers,  whidi  I  looked  blood  or  urine,  but  by  iSts  pulmonary  trans- 

«poD  merely  as  the  most  ample  collection  of  piration.    We  know  that  cane  sugar,  taken 

cases  to  whidi  I  could  refer  in  finally  test-  into    the   stomach,    in  whatever  quantity, 

ing  the  oorreetness  of  my  opinions  before  never  passes  by  the  urine."     By  referring 

•■bmitting  them  to  the  profession.     In  my  to  Krimer's  experiments,  detailed  in  Horn's 

emy  in  the  Reports,  I  have  therefore  ex-  Archiv  fttr  Medizinish  Erfahrung,  1818,  the 

pronly  stated  (pp.  88,  89),  that  **  for  the  above  will  be  found  to  be  an  exact  transla- 

pmrpoie    of    eonfirming    the    observations  tion  of  the  original  paragraph,  at  page  536, 


I  had  made  at  Guy's  Hospital  for  b.  ii.  of  that  work.     However,  the  author's 

■ereral  years  past,  I  carefolly  examined  the  meaning  will,   I  think,  be  rendered  more 

aeoonntsof  all  the  cases  where  death  occurred  intelligible  by  being  thus  stated: — '*  If  a 

Imn  the  secondary   efiects  of  operations,  solution  of  cane  sugar  be  injected  into  the 

&e.,  which  have  b^n  entered  in  the  post-  veins,  a  very  short  time  suffices  for  its  com- 

mortem  registers  of  the  museum  during  the  plete  disappearance  from  the  blood ;  it  does 

kat  fifteen    years."      I  have  then    given  not  pass  into  the  urine,  but  is  eliminated  by 

tnUea,  in  which  the  results  of  that  examine-  the  pulmonary  transpiration." 

lion  are  stated.     I  conceived  it  folly  suffi-  If  you  will  allow  me  to  make  this  corree- 

cicBt  to  mention,   that  these  confirmatory  tion  through  the  medium  of  your  columns, 

tables  were  drawn  from  the  abo?e  source,  you  will  greatly  oblige  me,  and  I  am,  sir, 

witlKmt  dwelling  upon  the  fact  (often  pre-  Your  obedient  servant, 

▼ionsly  annoimoed  in  print,  and  probably  Alfred  Markwick. 

known  to  most  professional  readers),  that  North  Brixton,  May  5, 1S4S. 

thmt  registers  have  been  principally  kept  by  

Dr.  Hodgkin  and  Mr.  King.     With  respect 
to  the  *'  tabular  analysis"  of  the  post-mor- 
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VIREY'S  OBJECTIONS  TO  LIEBIG'S 


THEORY  JiISttl!!?lrfii  tbi 


Aim  ov  vooD.  M.  lllrej  thereftirD  ooDoladM,  tfant  die 

▼ital  force,  or  cfmtnd  nerroas  energy,  hie 

-"•  more  to  do  with  the  prodoctioii  of  animel 

iCTwa  mefaitrfM  that  the  chief  nee  of  the  heatthin  the  conaumptionof  wrbonit  the 

food  is  to  mpply  carbon  and  hydrogen,  l«ngi,  "nd  this  for  three  ■pecial  reaeoni^-» 

which,  nnitinr  with  the  oxygen  absorbed  lit,    Because  a  fecundated  egg  ""^   • 

from  the  air,  gire  rise  to  the  generation  of  freering  temperature  longer  Uun  one  wUcb 

animal  heat.      He  consequently  holds  that  1»«  not  been  fecnndated.    2d,  Tnat  a  hy- 

then  is  a  certain  fixed  reUtion  between  the  bemating  insect,  reptile,  or  amnul,  or  eren 

amount  of  food  consumed,  and  the  quantity  trees  during  winter,  by  the  sole  >nflueooe  oC 

of  carbon  and  hydrogen  thrown  off  at  the  «  vital  power,  resist  a  f«cauig  t«nper^ipe, 

lun<^.    M.  Virey  opposes  this  theory,  as  whereas  the  same  animals,  if  dead,  would  be 

contrary  to  common  observation,  as,  eren  instantly  froaen.    3d,  That  many  mammaha 

though  it  be  allowed  to  be  appUcable  to  and  birds  keep  themselves  warm  even  in  the 

mammalia,  birds,  and  reptUes,  it  is  by  no  T^nogt  rigorous  winters  under  the  Pote,  not 

means  to  those  animals  which  respire  by  in  consequence  of  a  greater  amount  of  oxy. 

means  of  branchi*.     Thus  all  animaU  with  gen  consumed,  nor  by  a  greater  amount  oC 

branchite  consume  but  little  oxygen,  com-  muscular  activity,  but  in  consequence  of  a 

paratively  speaking,  and  yet  many  of  them  more  abundant,   highly  azotixoi,   or  am- 

devour  very  great  quantities  of  food.    Even  niali*ed  nourishment.  —  Joum.  de  Pk&rm,, 

the  largest  and  most  voracious  of  the  rqp-  and  American  Journal, 

tiles,  as  the  alligators,  crocodUes,  &c.  which 

devour  enormous  quantities  of  food,  under  a 

burning  climate,   too,   respire  feebly  with  JULES  GUERIN  ON  STRABISMUS. 

their  vesicular  lungs,  and  consume  but  little  ^__^ 

oxygen. 

Fishes,  whose  blood  is  but  imperfectly  M.  Julbb  Gubrin  has  published  a  second 

oxygenated  by  the  branchial  apparatus,  are  Memoir  on  Strabismus,  devoted  to  a  rational 

perhaps  among  the  most  voracious  of  ani-  and  experimental  inquiry  into  the  iUstinctioa 

mals,  and  yet,  according  to  Liebig's  theory,  between  the  optical  and    the    mechanical 

they  ought  to  eat  little,  because  they  con-  formsoftbedisorder;  a  former  memoir,  pub- 

sume  little  oxygen.  lished  in  the  same  journal  the  3d  April, 

The  same  holds  true  of  the   MoUusca.  1841,  having  treated  principally  of  the  me- 

Tbe  cuttle-fish,  buceinum,  ttromImM,  murex^  cbanical  or  primitively  muscular  form. 

&c.  grow  to  a  large  size,  but  their  respira-  Optical  strabismus,  the  principal  subject 

tion  is  very  imperfect,  and  yet  th^  are  great  of  the  present  paper,  the  author  defines  as  a 

fiesh-eaters.    The  Crustacea,  again,  as  the  consecutive  of  secondarily  muscular  deviation 

crabs,  lobsters,  &c.  grow  rapidly,  because  of  the  eye,  consequent  on  a  disjunction  of 

they  are  great  eaters,   but  their  branchial  the  axis  of  vision  and  the  axis  of  the  eye. 

apparatus  is  not  fitted  to  consume  much  This  disjunction  may  be  produced  in  three 

oxygen.  ways :  1st,  from  an  obstacle  to  the  passage 

In  all  these  animals  assimilation  takes  of  visual  axis  along  the  course  of  the  ocular 

place  very  rapidly,   notwithstanding   their  axis ;  2dly,  by  a  change  of  relation  in  the 

feeble  respiratory  powers ;  and  they  are,  be-  refracting  media  without  alteration  of  their 

aides,  by  no  means  deficient  in  activity  or  transparency,  or  3dly,  by  an  insensibility  of 

muscular  powers,  though  their  flesh  be  but  the  retina  at  the  proper  point  for  the  recep- 

feebly  azotiied  or    animalized,    and    their  tion  of  luminous  rays.     The  first  is  charac- 

blood  is  always  cold.  terised  by  the  squint  existing  only  while  the 

If  it  be  one  of  the  characters  of  vitality,  patient  is  looking  at  an  object.     In  these 

that  the  more  perfect  this  principle  is,  the  cases  the  two  visual  axes,  though  no  longer 

greater  is  the  number  of  germs,  or  eggs,  or  concurring  with  the  ociUar  axes,  converge 

foetuses  produced,  then,   quite  contrary  to  towards  one  point. 

Liebig*s  theory,  the  number  of  germs  pro-  A  squint,  then,  existing  onlv  during  active 

duced  is  in  thie  inverse  ratio  of  the  perfec-  or  intentional  vision,  cannot  depend  on  per- 

tion  of  the  respiratory  frmctions.     Fishes  manent  muscular    contraction.      A  young 

and  mollusca  deposit  their  spawn  or  eggs  by  person,  aged  19,  who  had  a  moveable  clot 

millions;  but  the  mammalia,  and  even  the  of  blood  in  the  posterior  chamber,  was  ob- 

birds,  whose  respiratory  fonctions  are  the  served  to  squint  from  the  attempt  to  place  a 

most  perfect,  are  in  tids  respect  infinitely  transparent  portion  of  the  medium  opposite 

behind  these.      On  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  the  object  looked  at,  and  thereby  to  avoid 

seen  that  the  number  of  germs  or  eggs  is  the  iooonvenience  produced  by  the  presence 


HEMIPLEGIA  FROM  TYING  THE  COMMON  CAROTID  ARTERY.        855 

of  tho  dot  in  different  parts  of  the  chamber,  taken  phuse,  as  there  had  nerer  been  any  In- 

As  soon  as  ihe  ceased  to  look  at  an  object,  flammation,  discharge  from  the  parts,  or  sny 

she  ceased  to  sqaint.                          .T..:^  drcumstanoe  to  attract  particular  attention. 

A  disturbance  in  the  relation  of  the  re-  On  ezamination»  I  foond  perliBCt  adhesion 

fncting  media  the  author  thinks  is  the  only  of  the  labia,  and  closare  of  the  vagina — the 

wny  of  aooonnting  for  some  cases  of  strabis-  orifice  of  the  urethra  alone  remdning  open. 

mus  whidi  are  produced  suddenly  after   a  The  appearances  were  those  of  a  congenital 

blow,  or  a  jarring  fall  on  the  seat  or  on  the  deformity,  the  parts  being  healthy,  and  the 

feet.    The  first  effect  of   displacement  is  position  of  the  os  estemom  being  marked  by 

double  vision ;  and  the  squint,  at  first  tern-  a  superficial  sulcus.    Hie  child  was  teething, 

porary,  lasting  only  during  attentive  vision,  and  as  I  saw  no  good  reason  for  immediate 

is  grsdnally  made  permanent  by  the  repeated  interference  I  advised  that  nothing  should 

endeavour    to    escape   from  tlus  fatiguing  be  done  until  this  period  was  gone  through. 

symptom.  The  parents  with  uie  child  went  to  Scotland 

Tlie  third  form,  vis.  from  partial  paralysis  to  spend  the  summer,  and  when  they  re- 

of  the  retina,  is  more  difficult  of  actual  turned  in  the  winter,  I  found,  on  examina- 

demcmstration,  though  its  presence  may  be  tion,  that  th6  vagina   had  opened  spon- 

infemd  by  induction  rigorous  enough  for  /aiieotMl|f— the  parts  were  perfiectiy  natural, 

practical   purposes.      Amaurotic    patients,  and  have  remained  so  ever  since. 

when  endeavouring  to  distinguish  a  light,  Cask  II.— In   July  last,    Dr.  M'Nally 

are  seen  to  turn  the  eye  in  different  directions  called  on  me,  and  asked  me  to  see  with  him 

where  they  know  the  light  docs  not  exist;  a  child,  about  the  same  age,  and  under  dr- 

they  present  the  various  surfaces,  as  it  were,  cumstances  so  similar  in  every  respect,  that 

feeUng  for  it.    Those  in  whom  the  paralysis  I  deem  any  details  unimportant.     I  related 

is  but  partial  contract  a  habit  of  subjecting  the  above  facts  to  him,  and  we  agreed  to 

to  the  influence  of  the  rays  the  part  that  is  leave  the  case  to  nature  for  a  few  months. 

most  sensible.  We  have  recently  examined  this  patient 

The  author  believes  that  in  no  case  of  again,  and  find  that  a  spontaneous  opening 

secondary  optical  strabismus  will  the  texture  has  taken  place  as  in  the  other  case. 

of  a  muscle  be  found  fibrous,  and  that  in  no  Rbmarksi — These  cases  are  not  of  fre- 

case  of  primary  mechanical  muscular  stra-  quent  occurence,  are  not  to  be  found  in  our 

bismus  will  such  a  fibrous  state  of  the  muscle  common  works  on  surgery  and  diseases  of  chil- 

be  wanting.    Where  myotomy  has  been  per-  dren,  and  may  embarrass  the  inexperienced 

formed  in  cases  of  optical  secondary  stra-  practitioner.     There  can  be  no  objection  to 

bismus,  he  bdieves  that  one  of  three  things  the  dday  of  an  operation,  and  it  is  always 

must  have  happened — either  the  case  has  not  prudent  to  avoid  cutting  if  possible.— ^mert- 

been  watched  long  enough  to  ascertain  the  can  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 

result,  or  a  positive  failure  has  followed,  or     

the  primary  cause,  whatever  it  may  have       ,»«,,•«,„«,»    ,^^,, 

been;  hasriny  h^  removed  by  the  opera.  HEMIPLEGIA  FROM  TYING  THE 

tion.    The  anUior  adds  a  summary  of  tiie  COMMON  CAROTID  ARTERY, 

distinctive  characters  of  the  two  kinds  too  ____ 
eondse  to  he  materially  abridged,  but  too 

long  for  our  pages.  The  paper,  which  is  A  man  was  wounded,  on  the  night  of  the 
to  be  continued  in  the  next  number  of  the  llth  April,  behind  the  right  branch  of  the 
journal,  is  wdl  worthy  of  perusal. — Gazette  lower  jaw.  A  large  arterial  jet  of  blood  in- 
MfdiemU.  stantly  flowed,  which  was  in  vain  attempted 
-_ to  be   staunched  by  means  of  compresses. 

CASESorCLOSURKOFTHEVAGINA  ?„^  ^Tpl^rirurto^LTe^tf  ^iStS 

IN  INFANTS  AFTER  BIRTH.  arrested  tiie   hemorrhage    for  three  days. 

By  J.  C.  NoTT,  M.  D.  After  this  it  returned  with  double  intensity, 

^_^  and  even  the  tourniquet  failed  to  arrest  it 

completely.     On  the  23d  of  April,  Professor 

Ca»  I.-^In  the  early  part  of  1837,   I  Sedillot  was  called  to  see  him,  and  resolved 

was  requested  to  see  the  uifant  daughter  of  to  cut  down  on  the  common  trunk  of  the 

Mrs.  P.,  of  Mobile,  aged  12  months.     The  carotid  artery,  and  throw  a  ligature  around 

mother  and  nurse  both  affirmed  that  the  child  it,  as  an  aneurismal  tumor  had  formed  at 

was  healthy  and  free  from  any  defornuty  at  the  site  of  the  wound,  and  the  parts  over 

birth,  and  for  at  least  three  or  four  months  which  the  tourniquet  had  been  applied  were 

afterwards.     They  further  stated  that  they  in  a  gangrenous  state.    A  ligature  was  with 

had  acddentally  discovered,  a  few  days  before  difficulty  thrown  around  the  vessel,  the  dif- 

consulting  roe,  that  the  vagina  was  closed,  fuse  phlegmonous  inflammation  having  con- 

bot  were  unable  to  say  ut  what  time  this  had  fused  the  as])pct  of  the  parts.     This  ligature 
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arreatod  the  hemorrhage,  and  the  pulsation 
of  the  tnmor  disappeared.  When  the 
operation  wae  performed  the  patient  was  in 
a  state  of  extreme  proatration,  so  that  the 
other  eonseqaences  of  the  ligatare,  other  than 
what  is  stated,  were  not  then  observed.  But 
when  Tisited  three  hours  afterwards,  it  was 
found  that  complete  hemiplegia  of  the  left 
side  of  the  body  and  the  right  side  of  the 
lace  had  taken  place,  and  the  intelligence  of 
the  patient  was  so  far  destroyed  that  he 
scarcely  comprehended  questions  addressed 
to  him.     He  died  on  the  2d  of  May. 

The  ressels  were  faijected  previous  to 
opening  the  body,  and  when  the  skull-cap 
was  removed  and  the  brain  examined,  to 
ascertain,  if  possible,  the  cause  of  the  hemi- 
plegia, it  was  found  that  the  arteries  dis- 
tributed to  the  right  middle  and  anterior 
lobes  of  the  brain  were  much  less  injected 
khan  those  of  the  left  side.  These  same  lobes 
were  also  appreciably  softer  in  consistence 
than  those  on  the  left  side,  but  had  apparently 
undergone  nO  other  change.  No  serous 
fluid  was  found  in  the  ventricles,  none  on 
the  surface  of  the  brain.  The  hemiplegic 
symptoms,  then,  had  apparently  resulted 
from  that  side  of  the  brain  having  been  de- 
prived of  its  due  proportion  of  arterial  blood. 
As  the  chief  interest  of  this  case  depends  on 
the  hemiplegic  symptom  and  the  probable 
cause,  it  is  unnecessary  to  detail  the  other 
morbid  appearances. — OnztiU  Midiealt  d§ 
Paria  /  and  Bdin,  Med,  amd  Surg,  Joum, 

BIRMINGHAM  SCHOOL  OP 

MEDICINE. 

Wb  are  requested  to  announce,  that  the  ar- 
rangementa  for  providing  collegiately  for  the 
board*  lodging,  and  tutdary  care  of  the 
students  of  the  Birmingham  School  of  Me- 
dicine and  Surgery,  under  the  care  of  a 
Warden,  are  completed. 

BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

Mr.  Barlowe's  Approved  Experiments 
concerning  the  Nature  and  Property  of  the 
Loadstone,  &c.  New  edition.  By  William 
Sturgeon,  Lecturer  to  the  Manchester  Insti- 
tute of  Natural  and  Experimental  Science, 
&o.  &c. 

Criminal  Jurisprudence,  considered  hi 
rcSatkm  to  Cerebral  Organization.  By  M. 
B.  Sampson.     2d  edit.,  with  additions. 

ROYAL  gOLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

L1«T  or  OBMTLEM BN  ADMIITKD  KBM BBBS. 

Friday,  May  5,  1843. 

A.  G.  .C»"*?B":**--^"«»— 8.  E.  R.  Jones.— 
F.  Sopwith— W.  L.  EchHn.~]t  N.  Rubidfe.— 
J.  Blaxiand.— W.  W.  WiMey.— W.  B.  Kellock.— 
a  HalL— T.  B.  CuwhenL 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OP  OBNTLEMBN  WHO  HA.TB  RJECBIVBD 
CERTIFICATBS. 

ThurMdajf,  May  4,  1843. 

C  P.    Fitzirerald,    FxlKar  House,  Sidmooth* 
Devon.— W.  Wiblin.Southampton.— F.  J.  Robin- 


Essex.— W.  Dickson,  Elvington,  York.— F.  R. 
Stradling,  Bridn^ewater. 

A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  fh>m  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  April  29,  1843. 

Small  Pox 10 

Measles   23 

Scarlatina  is 

Houplnj^  Coo^h  50 

Croup  6 

Thrush     

Diarrhoea    

Dysentery  

Cholera    

Influenza 

Typhus    

Erysipelas 

Syphilis  

Ilydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  143 
Diseases  of  the  Lung^  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    ass 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....     M 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    M 

Piseases  of  the  Kidneys,  fcc is 

Childbed 

Ovarian  Dropsy  

Disease  of  Uterus,  ftc 

Rheumatism 

Diseases  of  Joints,  Ace 

Ulcer    

Fistula   

Diseases  of  Skin,  ftc 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 87 

Old  Af^eor  Natural  Decay S 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance       s§ 

Causes  not  specified  is 


Deaths  from  all  Causes 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  I^itudebl^ZVZVN, 
Longitude  iP  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwiek. 


April  IM9, 

Wednesday  8 

Thursday  .  4 

Friday ...  5 

Saturday  .  6 

Sunday  .  .  7 

Monday  .  .  8 

Tuesday    .  9 


TuKBMOMrrBE.|  Bauomitrb. 
fh>m  39  to  68      !  39-85  to  99*80 


45 
45 
49 
80 
31 
40 


66 
59 
*44 
51 
49 
53 


a9-75 

99*64 
29-36 
89-61 
99-55 
99*55 


99*69 
99*65 
99*55 
99-66 

99*68 
99*80 


Wind,  8.W.  and  S.  on  the  4th  and  5th:  other- 
wise N.  and  N.E. 

Since  the  8d  generally  cloudy,  with  fraqoent 
and  heavy  rain. 

*  This  temperature  occurred  at  noon  on  tlis 
6th  i  the  extreioe  of  the  precedinr  nig^t  or  mon^ 
ing  was  48^. 

Charles  Hknry  Adams. 
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FRIDAY,  MAY  19,  1843. 


LBCT U  RES  degree  of  reputation  in  this  art.    This  phy- 

ON  THE  tician,  seeing  the  woman  in  the  condition  I 

•PMWmtY    Avn    PRArTTPP    OP  haye  described,  expressed  his  astonishment 

THEORY    AND    PRACTll.1!.    UtT  ^^^  I,  whom  he  pronounced  and  affirmed 

MIDWIFERY,  to   be  the  most  dexterous  accoucheur  in 

Delwertdm  the  Theatre  qfSt.  George's  Jl^*' ^^^^^^^  t^T  J"^^'  "^  T^'Tf 

Homital  '^^  ^  would  certainly  do  so  m  less  than 

^      '  the  half  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  whatever 

By  Robkrt  Leb,  M.D.  F.R.S.  difficulty    he    might    encounter.     He    ac- 
cordingly went  to  work,  and  laboured  up- 

"~"~  wards  of  three  hours  without  stopping  to 

Lbcturb  XXVII.  take  his  breath,  and  then  being  thoroughly 

Omth^imentifmanduMeqftheforeepMin  exhausted,    and    »«;»"«  jJ^,^,P^'73»^ 

On  the  19(li  August,  1670,   I   saw,  says  not  be  effected,   as  I  had  declared.     The 

Manrieem,  a  Httle  woman,  let.  38,  who  had  woman  died  undielivered  24  hours  after,  and 

been  ei|^t  dap  in  labour  with  her  first  I  found,  on  opening  the  body,  which  I  did 

child,  tlw  Uqaor  amnii  having  escaped  on  the  by  performing  the  Csesarcan  operation  after 

first,  with  yery  slight  dilatation  of  the  uterus,  death,  that  the  whole  uterus  was  torn  and 

Having  rema&ied  in  this  state  to  the  fourth  pierced  in  several  places  by  the  instruments 

day,  I  was  called  to  deliver  my  opinion  upon  which  this  physician  had  employed  blindly, 

the  caw  to  the  midwife,  whom  I  advised  to  without  the  direction  of  the  hand,  which, 

have  the  patient  bled,  and  in  the  event  of  the  being  one-half  larger  than  my  hand,  could 

bleedfaig  fiuling  to  produce  any  good  effect,  not  be  introduced.     Nevertheless,  this  phy- 

to  give  two  drachms  of  inftision  of  senna  sician  had  come  to  Paris  six  months  before 

to  CKcite  uterine  contractions,  which  was  done  in  the  hope  of  making  his  fortune,  having 

the  following  day ;  when  the  uterus  dilated  raised  a  report  that  he  had  a  secret  peculiarly 

as  nmefa  as  was  possible.     Nevertheless,  the  applicable  to  labours  of  this  kind,  boasting 

bend  could  not  pass,  in  consequence  of  the  that  he  could  with  it  complete  the  most 

gfwt  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  and  I  was  hopeless  and  desperate  cases.     He  had  even 

again  odled  three  days  after,  but  finding,  offered  to  communicate  his  pretended  secret 

from  tiie  narrowness  of  the  passage,  that  it  to  M ,  the  first  physician  of  the  king,  for 

inpotsible  to  guide  the  crotchet  to  the  10,000  crowns.     But  the  result  of  this  un- 

~  with  safety,  I  declared  to  all  the  assis-  fortunate  labour  disgusted  him  so  much  witb 

that  the  ^livery  could  not  be  effected,  France,  that  he  returned  to  England  in  a  few 

of  iHiich  they  being  fully  persuaded,  urged  days,  seeing  clearly  that  there  were  men  ia 

BM  to  draw  the  child  from  the  belly  by  the  Paris  far  more  skilful  in  the  art  of  midwifery 

Catarean  operation,  which   I  would    not  than  he.    But  before  setting  off  for  London 

undertake,  knowing  well  that  it  is  always  he  paid  me  a  visit  to  compliment  me  on  my 

very  certainly  mortal  to  the  mother.    But  book,  which  I  had    published  two  years 

aftw  I  had  left  this  woman  without  being  before,  to  infbnn  me  that  he  had  never 

able  to  afford  her  relief,  there  arrived  unex-  previously  seen  so  difficult  an  operation  aa 

peefesdly  an  English  physician,  named  Cham-  the  delivery  o^  this  woman,  and  to  praise 

tMrieOf  who  was  then  at  Paris,  and  who,  from  me  because  I  had  refused  to  undertake  it  aa 

fhther  to  son,  practised  midwifery  in  London,  inconsiderately  as  he  had  done.     I  received 
whcfu  he  has  since  acquired  the  highest    his  congratulations  as  I  ou^ht^  ^cn&%\i&xsLX» 

807. — XXXII.  ^ 
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understand  that  he  waa  thoroughly  deceived  the  twenty-seventh  chapter  of  thk  aeeond 
in  believing  that  it  was  as  easy  to  deliver  book.  I  will  now  take  leave  to  offer  an 
women  in  Paris  as  he  had  found  it  in  Lon-  apology  for  not  publishing  the  aecret  I 
don,  to  which  he  returned  the  following  day,  mention  we  have  to  extract  children  witiiovt 
carrying  with  him  a  copy  of  my  book,  a  hooks  where  other  artbts  use  them,  viz. 
translation  of  which  into  English  he  pub-  there  being  my  father  and  two  brothers 
lished  in  1672.  Since  this  translation  ap-  living  that  practice  this  art,  I  cannot  esteem 
peared,  he  has  acquired  so  high  a  reputation  it  my  own  to  dispose  of  nOr  publish  it  with- 
in the  art  of  midwifery  in  London,  **  qu'il  out  injury  to  them ;  and  think  I  have  not 
y  a  gagn^  plus  de  trente  mUle  livres  de  been  unservicable  to  my  own  coontry, 
rente,  qu'il  possede  pr^sentement,  k  ce  que  although  I  do  but  inform  them  that  the 
m'ont  dit  depuis  pen  de  personnes  de  sa  fore-mentioned  three  persons  of  our  family 
connoissance."  and  myself  can  serve  them,  in  these  eztre- 

Dr.  Hugh  Chamberlen,  in  his  preface  to  mities,  with  greater  safety  than  others." 
the  translation  which  he  published  of  Mau-        The  secret  which  the  Chamberlens  poa- 

riceau's  work  in  1672,  and  which  is  entitled  sessed  was  the  midwifery  forceps,  which  tiiey 

**  The  Diseases  of  Women  with  Child  and  in  had  invented  and  perfected — it  has  under- 

Cbild-bed,  as  also  the  best  means  of  Helping  gone  no  essential  improvement  since ;  and  the 

them  in  Natural  and   Unnatural  Labours,  glory  of  the  discovery  both  of  the  forceps 

with  fit  Remedies  for  the  several  Indispo-  and  vectis,  notwithstanding  the  sordid  avarice 

sitions  of  New-bom  Babes,"  &c.  gives  the  with  which  they  were  so  deeply  tainted,  and 

following  account  of  his  important  secret,  the  utter  disregard  to  the  claims  of  humanity 

and  explanation  of  the  reason  why  it  was  not  which  they  manifested  by  their  mysterious 

divulged,  as  he  obviously  felt  ought  to  have  conduct  in  concealing  their  instruments  after 

been  done.     *'  In  the  1 7th  chapter  of  the  the  acquisition  of  the  wealth  which  they  so 

second  book,  my  author  justifies  the  fasten-  eagerly  coveted,  must  in  justice  be  awarded 

ing  hooks  in  the  head  of  a  child  that  comes  to  them  in  all  future  ages.    A  variety  of 

right,  and  yet,  because  of  some  difficulty  or  forceps  had  been  invented  long  before  the 

<Usproportion,  cannot  pass ;  which  I  confess  time  of  the  Chamberlens,  but  they  were  un- 

has  been,  and  is  yet,  the  practice  of  the  most  questionably  the  first  who  discovered  the 

expert  artists  in   midwifery,   not   only  in  true  principle  upon  which  the  instrument 

England  but  throughout  Europe,  and  has  can    be    employed    with    advantage  —  the 

much  caused  the  report,  that  where  a  man  separate  introduction  and  subsequent  locking 

comes,  one  or  both  must  necessarily  die  ;  of  the  blades.     But  except  this  short  notice, 

and  is  the  reason  of  forbearing  to  send  till  contained  in  the  preface  to  the  translatioii  of 

the  child  is  dead,  or  the  mother  dying.     But  Mauriceau's  work,  from  which  nothing  can 

I  can  neither  approve  of  that  practice  nor  be  learned  respecting  the  construction  of  the 

those  delays,  because  my  father,  brothers,  and  forceps,  the  method  of  applying  it,  and  the 

myself  (though  none  else  in  Europe  as  I  know)  cases  of  labour  in  which  it  could  be  naed 

have  by  God's  blessing,  and  our  industry,  at-  with  advantage,  no  further  account  waa  ever 

tained  to,  and  long  practised,  a  way  to  deliver  given  by  them  of  their  secret ;   and  the 

women  in  this  case,  without  any  prejudice  to  Chamberlens,  father  and  sons,  and  grand* 

them   or  their  infants,   though  all   others  sons,  Hugh,  Peter,  and  Paul,  had  all  died, 

(bemg  obliged,  for  want  of  such  an  expedient,  and  the  whole  family,  I  believe,  had  become 

to  use  the  common  way)  do,  and  must  en-  extinct   (about  a  centary  and  a  half  had 

danger,  if  not  destroy,  one  or  both  with  passed  away)  before    it   was  known  with 

hooks.     By  this  manual  operation  a  Uibour  absolute  certabty  what  instrument  it  waa 

may  be  despatched  (on  the  least  difficulty)  they  had  invented.    The  extraordinary  man- 

with  fewer  pains,  and  sooner,  to  the  great  ner  in  which  this  became  known  in  1818 

advantage,   and  without    danger,   both    of  has  been  described  by  Mr.  Carwardine,  m  a 

woman  and  child.    If,  therefore,  the  use  of  short  paper  published  in  the  ninth  volume 

hooka  by  physicians  and  chirurgeons  be  con-  of    the    Medico-Chirurgical    Transactiona, 

dianned   (without    thereto    necessitated  by  which  I  shall  read  to  you. 
some  monstrous  birth),  we  can  much  less        *'  In  depositing  the  obstetric  instrumento 

approve  of  a  midwife's  usmg  them,  as  some  of  the  Chiunberlens,"  says  Mr.  Carwardine, 

here  in  England  boast  they  do ;  which  rash  **  among  the  archives  of  the  Medioo-Chirur- 

priesumption,  in'France,  would  call  them  in  gical  Scxsiety,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  fecCa 

question  for  their  lives.    In  the  fifteenth  and  observations  which  may  serve  to  aa- 

diapter  of  ihb  book  my  author  proposes  thenticate    their    genuineness     and    their 

the  conveying  sharp  instruments  into  the  origimdity.       The    estate    of    Woodham, 

womb,  to  extract  the  head,  wUdi  ia  a  dan-  Mortimer   HaU,  near  Maldon   in    Easez, 

gerons  operation,  and  may  be  much  better  was  pwdiased  by  Dr.  Peter  Chamberlen 

done  by  our  fore-mentioped  art,  as  also  the  some  time  previoua  to  1683,  and  continued 

inconvenience  and  haiard  of  a  child  dying  in  his  family  till  about  1715,  when  it  was 

tiiereby  prevented,  which  he  sappoaea  in  aold  by  Hope  Chamberlea  to  Mr.  William 
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Alennder,  wine-mcrcliaiit,  whQ  b^aeathed 
ittodieWiiie-Coopen'Cknmpanj.  The  prin- 
cipal cntrmce  to  the  man^on  ip  through  a 
pordi,  the  maaonry  of  which,  beiiig:  carried 
up  with  the  buildings  senrea  as  ch>8eb  to  its 
reapeeCiTe  atones.  Two  or  three  years  ago, 
a  lady  with  whom  I  am  intimately  acquainted, 
and  from  whom  I  had  the  particulars,  dis- 
eoTered  in  the  floor  of  the  upper  closet  a 
hinge,  and  tracing  the  line  she  saw  another, 
whidi  led  to  the  obvious  conclusion  of  a 
door;  this  door  she  soon  found  means  to 
open.  There  was  a  considerable  space  be- 
tween the  floor  and  the  ceiling  below,  and 
this  space  contained  divers  empty  boxen,  &c. 
Among  those  was  a  curious  chest  or  cabinet, 
in  which  was  deposited  a  collection  of  old 
ooina,  trinkets,  gloves,  fans,  spectacles,  &e. 
with  many  letters  from  Dr.  Chamberlen  to 
diflerent  members  of  his  family,  and  also 
these  obstetric  instruments.  Being  on  terms 
of  intimacy  with  the  fiamity  resident  at 
Woodham,  Mortimer  Hall,  these  instruments 
have  been  presented  to  me,  and  I  have  now 
the  satisfaction  of  depositing  them  with  your 
society  for  the  gratification  of  public  curiosity, 
and  to  secure  to  Chamberlen  the  meed  of 
poathamoua  fiune  due  to  him  for  his  mott 
oaefiil  discovery.  Wi^  respect  to  these 
instrasnentBi  I  would  briefly  observe  that 
they  appear  to  me  to  contain  within  them^ 
sehet  the  most  direct  and  conclusive  evidence 
of  originality  of  invention;  and  that  even 
the  progress  of  this  invention  may  be  dis- 
tinctly traced  in  its  different  stages  as  it 
panwd  through  the  mind  of  the  inventor. 
Fhvt  we  have  a  simple  vectiA,  with  an  open 
fenestrum  (supposed  to  be  of  much  more 
reeent  invention) ;  then  we  have  the  idea  of 
mmiiim§  two  of  these  instruments  by  a  joint, 
which  makes  eadi  blade  serve  as  a  fiilcrum 
to  the  oAgTp  inalBad  of  making  a  fulcrum  of 
the  miit  parts  of  the  mother,  mad  which  also 
naltas  a  power  of  drawing  the  head  forward. 
Tniis  idea  is  at  first  accomplished  by  a  pivot, 
whieh»  being  riveted,  makes  the  instrument 
totally  inoapable  of  application.  Then  he 
^oes  to  work  again,  and  having  made  a  hitch 
in  each  vectis  for  the  joint,  be  fixes  a  pivot 
IB  one  only,  which,  projecting,  is  to  be 
leoeived  into  a  corresponding  hole  in  the 
other  Made  after  they  have  hem  applied  se- 
parately. It  may  be  observed,  that  although 
then  k  a  worm  to  the  projecting  part  of 
the  pivot,  yet  there  is  no  corresponding 
fimiale  screw  in  the  hole  which  is  to  receive  it. 
Every  practical  accoucheur  will  know  that 
it  is  not  easy,  or  alvrays  possible,  to  lock  the 
joint  of  the  forceps  with  such  accuracy  as  to 
bring  this  pivot  and  hole  into  apposite  con- 
tnet.  This  Chamberlen  soon  discovered, 
and  next  produced  a  more  light  and  manage- 
able inatrument,  which  inst^ul  of  uniting  by 
a  pivot,  he  passes  a  tape  through  the  two 
hoki  and  wind«  it  round  the  joint,  which 


method  combhics  sufficient  accnracy  of  con- 
tact, security,  end  mobility.  I>Vom  the 
roughness  of  the  workmanship,  I  am  led  to 
conclude  that  Chamberien  was  his  own 
artificer :  a  practice,  I  am  told,  not  uncommon 
in  those  days,  when  mystery  and  empiricism 
were  not  regarded  aa  oontemptiblD  even 
among  the  enlightened  profiessors  of  science. " 

When  secretary  to  the  Medical  and  Chi-: 
rurgical  Society  ten  years  ago,  I  obtained 
permission  from  the  council  to  have  models 
made  of  all  these  instruments  described  by 
Mr.  Carwardine,  the  originals  of  which  are 
still  iMreserved.  These  m<Mlels  are  now  before 
you  upon  the  table,  and  if  you  examine 
them  you  will  come  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion aa  he  did,  that  they  contain  within 
themselves  the  most  direct  and  satisfactory 
evidence  of  originality  of  invention,  and  that 
even  the  progress  of  the  invention  may  be 
distinctly  traced  in  its  different  stagea  from 
the  vectis  to  the  forceps  as  it  passed  through 
the  mind  of  the  inventor. 

The  two  figures  which  follow  represent  a 
front  and  side  view  of  one  of  the  levers  or 
vectes  found  among  the  Chamberlen  instru- 
ments. The  other  vectis  in  the  collection 
has  the  extremity  of  the  handle  blunt. 


If 


Chamberlen's  lever— the  front  and  sldfe  views. 
The  only  difTercnce  1>etween  this  snd  the  other 
specimen  found  consisU  in  the  one  being  blunt 
at  the  extremitv  of  the  carved  handle^  while 
this  terminates  in  a  sharp  point. 

If  yon  compare  the  two  first  figures  which 
follow,  and  which  represent  the  most  perfect 
Chamberlen  forceps,  with  the  other  two 
figures,  which  represent  the  straight  forceps 
of  Denman,  now  in  common  use,  you  will 
perceive  that  they  are  essentially  the  same 
instruments.  •  The  wooden  handles  and  lock 
of  Dennian's  forceps  were  invented  by 
Smellie,  and  this  is  the  only  difference 
which  codits,  and  it  is  not  an  important  0De« 
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between  the  Chmmberlen  fbroept,  and  the 
short  straight  foroeps  of  Smellie  and  Deii« 
num.  The  length  and  form  of  the  blades, 
and  the  openings  in  tbxm  called  fenestra, 
ve  as  nesoly  as  poasible  the  same,  and  nn- 
doiibtedlj  had  the  same  origin.  It  is  eridenl 
from  the  Ibnn  and  conrtmction  of  these  for* 
oeps,  and  those  of  Chapman  and  Oiflfard,  that 
an  imperfect  InMiwkdge  of  the  instrament 
employed  by  the  Chamberlens  had  been  ob- 
tained before  1733  by  some  means  at  pre- 
sent wholly  unknown.  I  wish  some  eTidence 
oonld  be  fomished  to  prore  that  this  infor- 
mation was  communicated  by  the  authors 
of  the  discovery.. 


The  accompanying  cot  is  taken  firom  a  drawing 
of  the  roost  perfect  of  Chunberlen**  inatni- 
ments.  No.  1  is  the  forceps  locked :  a,  the 
blades :  h,  the  handles ;  e,  the  hole  in  the  Joint, 
through  which  is  passed  the  string  to  connect 
the  blades. 

No.  9,  the  front  view  of  a  tingle  blade :  a,  the 
lienestra ;  6,  the  groove  in  the  shank,  forming 
the  lock,  by  which  the  two  blades,  perfectly 
similar  m  form,  are  adapted  to  each  other ;  e, 
the  handle. 

The  following  are  the  dimensions:  extreme 
length,  lU  inches ;  length  of  blade,  7i  inches ; 
of  handle,  4^ ;  greatest  width  between  the 
blades,  S  inches  and  S-8ths ;  width  between  the 
blades  at  the  points,  S-4ths  of  an  inch ;  greatest 
breadth  of  the  blade,  H  inch. 

It  has  been  stated  in  several  of  the  histo- 
rical accounts  which  have  been  published  of 
the  foroeps,  that  about  16yean  after  theoc- 
ourrenoe  of  On  case  at  Paris  related  by 
Mauriceau,  Dr.  Hugh  Chamberlen  was  com- 
pdled  to  take  reftige  in  HoDnnd  in  con- 
sequence of  espousfaig  the  cause  of  James  II, 
While  in  Holland  he  sold  the  lever  to  Roon- 
hnysen  as  the  secret  which  he  possessed,  but 
there  is  no  evidence  to  prove,  as  Alphonse  Le 
Roy  asaerts,  that  he  parted  with  the  forceps. 
The  veetifl  was  allennurda  sold  to  two 
Dutch  acooucheursy  Bekehnan  and.Ruysch, 
who  afterwards,  aeoording  to  Osiander, 
made  a  disgrMsefol  trade  with  It.    It  would 


I,  Denman'B  forceps  closed. 
S,  a  single  blade. 

appear  from  his  history  of  their  proceeding* 
that  they  not  only  frequently  employed  it 
for  the  sake  of  obtaining  the  sum  whidi  was 
usually  paid  to  them  for  their  assistance, 
but  that  they  sold  to  others,  over  and  over 
again,  the  same  secret  at  an  enormous  price. 
Sometimes  too  they  bargained  for  the  hislf  of 
what  might  be  gained  by  the  use  of  the  in- 
strument, and  in  the  end  it  appears  that  they 
gave  to  every  individual  a  new  instrument  as 
the  true  one,  with  the  view,  if  any  one  should 
be  inclined  to  betray  the  secret,  the  public 
might  always  remain  in  doubt  which  was  the 
genuine  instrument.  None  of  the  Dutch 
accoucheurs  were  so  patriotic,  or  possessed' 
so  much  humanity,  as  to  disclose  the  secret  of 
the  Chamberlens.  The  immense  gains, 
however,  which  the  possessors  of  tite  secret 
made,  rendered  men  of  sdenoe  most  anxious 
to  find  out  their  secret.  With  this  view 
PsUyn  of  Ghent  made  several  journeys  to 
Amsterdam  and  London  for  the  purpose  of 
finding  out  some  clue  to  the  discovery  of  the 
Chamberlens.  After  he  had  collected  an 
mudi  information  at  both  these  places  as  he 
was  able,  he  had  an  instrument  made  which 
consisted  of  two  steel  blades  like  spoons, 
whidi  were  to  be  placed  over  the  head  of  Uio 
diild  situated  in  the  pelvis,  by  which  with 
the  assistsnce  of  two  iron  handles  it  might  be 
drawn  out.  Palfyn  went  to  Paris  in  1723, 
fifty-one  years  after  the  translation  of  Mau- 
riceau was  published,  and  shewed  this  instru- 
ment to  the  members  of  tlie  Royal  Academy 
of  Sdenoes  as  his  own  discovery.  If  jrou 
look  at  this  representation  of  Palfyn's  in- 
strument in  Millder's  plates,  you  will  see 
that  he  had  not  obtained  accurate  informa- 
tion respecting  either  the  lever  or  foroeps  of 
the  Chamberlens.  It  consists  of  two  blades 
without  a  lock,  and  altogether  very  unlike  tho 
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ChimbeileQ  foroqpi,  and  obvionslj  useless  their  lives,  as  I  can  assert  from  my  own 

inpeactioe.     Palfyn's  iBstmmcnt  underwent  knowledge  and  long  successful  practioo^" 

several  changes  before  it  acquired  that  form  He  then  proceeds  to  describe  the  way  in 

whidi  it  poaaesBcd  when  it  received  the  name  which  it  is  to  be  used.     **  This  instrument, 

of  Dose's  forceps,  an  account  of  which  was  though  not  pointed,  must  yet  be  used  with 

first  published  by  Butter  in  the  Edinburgh  caution.     You  are  first  to  pass  one  part 

Medical  Essays  and  Observations  in  1 733.  thereof  above,  gently  introducing  it,   and 

"  The  foroepe,"  says  Butter,  **  for  taking  guarding  and  directing  the  bow  as  far  as  you 

hold  of  a  child's  head  when  it  is  fallen  so  can  with  all  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  the 

iar  down  among  the  bones  of  the  pelvis  that  instrument  lying  in  the  hollow  of  the  hand, 

it  cannot  be  pushed   back  again  into  the  being  careful  that  no  fold  or  part  of  the 

ufeeros,  to  be  extracted  by  thefeet,  and  when  vagina  get  between  the  instrument  and  the 

it  seems  to  make  no  advances  to  the  birth  hrad  of  the  child,  which  would  at  once  hinder 

hj  the    throes  of   the  mother,  is   scarce  any  hold  of  the  head  (and  consequently  foil 

known  in  this  country,  though  Mr.  Chap-  you  in  the  attempt),  and  braise  the  part  that 

man  tells  us  it  was  long  made  use  of  by  Dr.  intervenes.     But  a  little  care  wUl  easUy 

Chamberlen,  who  kept  the  form  of  it  a  prevent  this.     One  part  thus  passed  over  the 

aecrety  as  Mr.    Chapman    idso    does.      I  head,  and  under  the  os  pubis,  the  other  is  to 

bdieve,  therefore,  that  a  sight  of  such  an  be  passed  near  the  os  sacram,  and  thus  a 

instrument,  which  I  had  firom  M.   Dus^,  laceration  will  be  avoided.     When  those  are 

who  practises  midwifery  at  Paris,  and  who  passed,  they  are  then  to  be  brought  close 

believes  it  to  be  his  own  invention,  would  together,  and  if  you  please  the  screw  may  be 

not  be  unaooeptaUe  to  you,  and  the  publi-  put  through  and  fastened  with  the  button, 

cation  of  a  picture  of  it  may  be  of  use  to  though  there  is  no  occasion  for  the  loss  of  so 

•ome  of  your  readers."   This  figure  [exhibit-  much  time,  for  without  doing  this  the  hand 

ing  it]  represents  this  instrument  of  Dus^,  will  prove  sufficient  to  keep  them  together ; 

bat  you  see  it  is  very  widely  difTereut  from  and  thus  you  may  extract  the  h»Kd,   by 

the  Chamberlen  forceps.     The  handle  and  drawing  gently  down.     It  is  much  better,  as 

lock  bear  some  resemblance  to  it,  but  the  I  have  just  observed,  that  the  two  parts  of 

blades  of  Dose's  forceps  arc   merely  two  the  forceps  should  not  be  joined  or  fixed  by 

deeply  concave   steel  plates,   like  e])oon8,  a  screw,  the  hand  being  sufficient,  and  that 

witnont  fenestne.    This  was,  I  believe  how-  for  these  reasons.     First,  because  when  they 

ever,  the  nearest  approach  to  perfection  in  are  screwed  together,  though  they  should 

Ae  construction  of  the  forceps  which  was  not  happen  to  be  exactly  opposite  to  each 

made  on  the  Continent  before  the  reprcsen-  other,  yet  they  will  turn  so  as  to  take  fast 

Cation  of  the  English  midwifery  .forceiis  was  hold  of  the  infant's  head,  and  readily  extract 

given  by  GiArd  and  Chapman  in  1 7.34  and  it.  Secondly,  in  case  one  of  the  parts  should 

1735.      The  first    edititm    of   Chapman's  slip,  it  is  then  easily  returned  to  its  proper 

IVeatiae  on  the  Improvement  of  Midwifery,  post,   without    being  taken  wholly  away ; 

which  contained  a  description,  but  no  re|)re-  whereas,  when  they  are  screwed  together, 

•entation  of  the  forceps,  appeared  in   1733,  and  then  slip  off  on  one  side  (which  I  have 

^or  earlier;   and  in  1734,  Giffard's  Cases  in  often  experienced,  in  spite  of  the  greatest 

Midwifery  were  published,  with  this  figure  care  I  could  use),  the  instrument  is  to  be 

fexhibiting    it]    of  what   is   usually  called  repassed  and  screwed  as  at  first.    They  have 

Gilfiud's  extractor,  which,  you  see,  is  the  oftentimes  slipped,  and  when  I  expected  the 

same  instrument  as  that  delineated  by  Chap-  head  of  the  child  I  have  been  deceived,  and 

man  in  the  second  edition  of  his  Treatise,  found  the  handle  part  come  close,  the  in- 

poblished  in   1735.     Giffard  does  not  lay  strument  only  in  my  hands,  and  the  work  all 

daim  to  the  invention  of  the  forceps,  nor  is  to  do  over  again.     I  have  always  found  the 

there  any  account  of  the  manner  in  which  instrument  far  less  apt  to  alip  since  I  omitted 

he  came  to  the  knowledge  of  it ;  there  is  no  fastening  the  parts  together ;  and  with  more 

intimation  by  him  that  the  instrument  was  ease  to  Uie  patient  as  well  as  myself,  and  in 

hept  secret,  and  he  speaks  of   it  as  well  much  less  time  than  before,  have  found  the 

known.     Chapman  says,  "  the  secret  men-  head  of  the  child  fairly  fixed  in  the  instru- 

tioned  by  Dr.  Chamberlen,  by  which  his  ment,  that  is,  between  the  two  parts  or  bows: 

Ikther,  two  brothers,  and  himself,  saved  such  so  that,  in  a  few  seconds  of  a  minute,  I  have 

ddldren  as  presented  with  the  head,  but  had  the  child's  head  with  the  instrument, 

eonld  not  be  bom  by  natural  pains,  was,  as  after  which  little  or  no  difficulty  remains. 

b  generally  believed,  if  not  past  all  dispute.  Thus  I  have  delivered  several  women  since 

tile  use  of  the  forceps,  now  well  known  to  my  coming  to  town,  some  of  whom  you  will 

^  the  principd  men  of  the  profession,  both  find  mentioned  in  the  cases  at  the  end  of 

in  town  and  country."     "As  to  forceps,"  this  treatise;  and  Mr.  Gifford,  in  Case  xiv. 

he  adds,  *'  which  I  think  no  person  has  yet  and  elsewhere,  frequently  complains  that  his 

any  more  than  barely  mentioned,  it  is  a  noble  extractor  slipt,  which  I  am  fuU^  \ftt«Q»i&s^ 

instrument,  to  which  many  now  living  owe  it  would  not  basve  toiA  VL  \^  ^«xXa\!A&\)R«^ 
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Ml  n^iaioed,  h  I  now  me  tliem.     I  do  la-  Cbambntou  poiiwied  die  fbre^e  in  tBe 

ganaoiuly  coaten  that  1  came  bj  thii  lunt  moM  periM  fonn,  thtj  had  iiot.faaaoDie.n- 

Ukd  improvement  by  mere  Kctdnit,  u,  I  qiuintcd  with  the  oiei  to  wbbdi  tt  wm  q>- 

bdieve,  ia  fraqoenlljr  the  can  in  diacOTCrki  plicable.    Bat  Chapmin  hid  diaoonrad  tU 

of  the  giealot  importance.    For  many  yean  in  diatoctioB  Um  bmd  did  aot  dcamnd  nf- 

my  fonepa  happened  to  be  nude  of  hi  Mit  a  Gdently  low  to  be  taken  hold  of  by  th> 

metal  ai  to  bend  or  gi*e  way,  orniflerfanie  forceps,  and  Oat  the  only  metiiod  of  <Uiiwy 

altentiao  ia  tlirir  corra.    They  were  made  with  nfety  to  the  mother  waa  by  Inwinlin 

ai  tUoal  wia  the  acrew  tied  to  one  part  or  the  Tolome  of  the  cfaild'a  head." 
ride  of  them.    Tkeae  I  naed  far  aoma  year* ;        "  Tttoogfa  I  bare  in  tamn  plaoea  of  tbia 

bit  they  often  h^pening  to  allp  off  odswayi  Treatiae,"  beobnres.  >'coi]damaad  Ihenn 

(aa  be&ra  mentioned),  my  opinion  of  the  of  the  lioalc,  and  thewn  that  a  ebild  far  ad- 

Inatramant  waa  ao  mnoh  leaaened.  that  for  lauced   with   ita  bead   ia  to  ba   extncted 

many  yaaii  after  I  need  il  bat  >etdoa,  and  with  the  forcept  or  fillet,  yet  t  wooM  not 

even  not  once  in  tlie  ipaoe  of  too  yeaia,  be  tboogfat  to  adrance  that  it  ooght  never  to 

4nring  which  time,  when  tlie  child  could  not  be  employed  i  becaoK  there  are  aoma  ds- 

be  tnrnad,  I  employed  the  fillet  only.     Ttii*  tbmied  aubjecti,  aa  the  two  laat  meotiDaed, 

1  fre^  oowmnnkated  to  a  very  ingenioua  in  whom  tbe  bonea  of  tike  pdria  harc  •• 

pnfititianer,  now  Hving  in  tlie  coontiy,  who  bad  a  itntctore,  and  the  qiaae  betwaau  Ibe 

will,  I  doiM  not,  remember  it  upon  reading  protuberance  frequently  nMnlionad,  aod  (ha 

Ah.    At  length  I  eanaed  another  pair  to  be  oa  pnbia,  la  lo  Tery  aaudl,  aa  to  nmds  it 

made  me,  of  batter  metal,  and  some  other  altsgetber  impoBdhta  tcr  the  head  at  a  Ml- 

improTementa,  the  acrew   part  being  eon-  grawn  child  to  be  oatonlly  Imnight  Bwl^. 

trtred  to  take  ont,  and  not  fixed  u  in  the  In  then  tabjedi  the  head  cannot  Ul  Into 

fbrmer.     llii  acrew  I  happened  to  lo«e  in  the  Tagina  low  enough  to  be  taken  bold  af 

the  clotfaea  at  the  ddiirery  of  a  woman  who,  by  the  ibrcepa  or  fillet,  nor  can  it  be  tnmad 

with    her    diild,    la    now    liring,  and    in  withoot  the  greateat  £fficaltj  i    and  eiMi 

health,    in  town ;    and    bdng   aaot  for  to  when  it   ia    turned,   it  will  art^alj  atU 

another  preaently  after,  and  being,  indeed,  at  the  head.      In  thia  caae  it  annot  be 

fcroed   to  make  tlie   tiial,   found  lliat  Hie  drawn  away  hot  by  the  hook,  which  wU 

kwtinment  did  ita  office  mach  better  without  break  into  ita  texture,  alter  the  f^m  of  tt, 
the  Borew,  or  tbe  t 
All  I  can  say  in  praiae  of  tl 

it  jnatly  demanda.  TluM  onl; 
ueol  it  to  their  own  advsnta^,  and  the  m-  devTiptioq  of  the  midwifbi7  feroapa,  but  for 
cnrity  of  tfadr  oOnirlng,  can  be  truly  aenalble  tbe  dlacotery  of  the  principle  wfaidi  ongfat 
of  ita  real  worth."  inirariably  to  gnide  ns  in  ita  employmnt. 

Chapman  waa  aware  that  the  fbreepa  The  foUowing  fignrca  repreaent  tbe  facoepa 
eould  not  ha  employed  with  adTantage  till  of  Chapman  and  Gi&id. 
the  greater  part  of  Uie  head  of  the  ctdM  had 
jawed  throi^  the  brim  Into  the  oarity  of 
ttap«Mi.  ne  tanpacauMt  benaed,  be 
my,  " If  tba  head  doeenot  UaTary  low,  nor 
iathdrBBatobeotherwiaaattanpted."  H« 
had  elaariy  aaeertahud  thu  It  cooM  not  he 
aaad  with  MdWy  if  the  head  remained  aborc 
Ibe  Mm  of  the  peliie,  and  the  nierea  waa 
trnpoitetly dikted,  "I woaUofaUthinga," 
ha  mfi», "  adriae  the  operator  to  be  partica- 
lyly  eaolioiit  in  hia  inqairy  whether  the 
hifioit  fa  the  womb  ha  dead  or  not,  if  be 
'  dnoiea  to  anpbiy  the  hook,  or  the  diild 
doaa  uMUe  kiw  enough  for  the  nae  of  the 
foroepa,  and  tb  paita  are  ao  atreightened 
that  ha  cannot  caaUy  torn  it ;  for  there  hare 
beeo  many  deplor^ile  int''T^"^  of  infanta 
Oat  have  faeen  drawn  ont  thia  way  aa  dead, 
whilat  they  bare  beos  reaUy  Uifaig."  He 
•dndla,  howenr,  when  H  ia  paat  all  diipnla 
that  thaddld  ia  really  dead,  that  ttin  the 
delirwT  may  widi  propriety  h«  afceted  with 
the  erotdiet.  FMon  Uw  hiatoty  af  the 
aaae  of  dktortioa  of  tbe  pelria  rdated  by 
MmhoMth  it  is  eHdrnt  that  thoagh  tha 
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SOME  PRACTICAL  RKMARK8  with  delicate  complexion,  and  dark  liair 

ON  TUB  <^d  eyes,  who  lately  came  under  my 

THE    TREATMENT    OF    THE  face,  part  of  the  chest,  the  palms  of  the 

DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN.  hands,  and  soles  of   the   feet.     The 

By  John  E.  Erichseic .  ^^^^^  of  the  rest  of  the  surface  was 

r^     ,  .^  -_       ^    ,  Studded  with  an  immense  multitude  of 

[Conduded  ftt>m  p.  243.]  papuliE,    somewhat    resembling,    but 

more  clo8el^  set  than,  those  whicn  occur 

Among    the   exanthemata    there   ap-  in  the  cutis  anserina:  these  papulae, 

pears  to  be  but  one  affection  that  can  which  were  particularly  distinct  about 

ever  require  the  exhibition  of  arsenic;  the  outer  sides  of  the  thighs,  arms,  and 

this  is  miiearia  tnberota,  a  rare  dis-  back,  were  covered  with  exceedin^y 


;,  and  one  that  I  have  never  had  minute,  flimsy,  whitish  scabs,  giving 
an  opportunity  of  observing.  Caze-  the  skin  a  i>owdcry  appearance.  The 
nave,  nowever,  relates  a  case  as  oc-  head  was  very  scurfy,  and  the  hair 
cunring  under  Biett,  in  which  it  became  crisp  and  dry.  At  times  there  was 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  Fowler's  considerable  irritation  in  the  skin, 
■olation.  which  became  reddened  and  cracked, 
The  only  papular  disease  that  ever  more  particularly  about  the  bends  of 
necessitates  tne  administi'ation  of  arse-  the  arms  and  knees.  The  mother 
nic  is  Ucken  in  its  most  chronic  and  states  that  the  child  has  been  affected 
rebelUouB  forms.  In  very  obstinate  from  birth,  and  that  the  disease  is 
cases  of  this  affection,  especially  in  hereditary  on  the  father's  side.  As 
those  Tarieties  of  lichen  drcumxeriptus  various  remedial  measures  had  been 
that  are  confined  to  the  face  or  to  the  resorted  to,  but  without  success,  and  as 
maigin  of  the  anus,  and  the  genital  the  child's  health  appeared  to  have 
organs,  in  which  the  skin  becomes  red,  suffered  from  the  effects  of  the  disease, 
excoriated,  chapped,  and  furfuraceous ;  I  determined  to  have  recourse  to  the 
or  in  the  chronic  confluent  form  of  the  solution  of  the  arsenite  of  potassa. 
emption,  when  the  whole  of  the  body  She  was  accordingly  ordered  to  take. 
is  covered  by  papulee,  capped  with  thin  one  minim  of  the  solution  twice  a  day, 
flimsy  scales,  having  a  close  resem-  to  have  the  whole  of  the  affected  parts 
lilanoe  to  pityriasis,  the  irritation  and  well  anointed  every  night  with  a  mix- 
consequent  insomnia  being  most  dis-  ture  of  sweet  oil  and  spermaceti  oint- 
tresfing,  it  may  become  necessary  to  ment,  and  to  take  a  bran  bath  in  the 
exhibit  one  or  other  of  the  prepara-  morning.  After  having  continued  the 
tions  of  this  mineral.  Biett  was  in  the  treatment  very  little  more  than  a  month, 
habit  of  ordering  the  ''  Asiatic  Pills,"  during  which  time  she  was  only  obliged 
one  a  day  for  a  month  or  more.  Rayer  to  discontinue  the  arsenic,  the  dose  of 
recommends  either  Pearson's  or  Fow-  which  had  not  been  increased,  oiice^ 
ler's  solations,  due  attention  bein^  paid  and  that  for  a  space  of  four  days,  the 
tothosecircumstancesthat  have  already  skin  had  recovered  its  natural  smooth- 
been  spoken  of  as  contra-indicating  ness,  which  has  ever  since  been  pre- 
their  employment.  I  would  give  the  served  by  the  use  of  the  unction  and 
preference  to  Fowler's  solution,  as  it  is  warm  bath. 

a  milder  preparation  than  the  arsenious        The  only  disease  amongst  the  ve- 

acid.     It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  siculae  that  can  ever  necessitate  tlie 

however,  that  these  remedies  are  only  employment  of  arsenic  is  chronic  ec- 

admissible  in  those  cases  of  lichen  in  zema.    This  is  more  particularly  the 

which  ail  other  means  of  cure  have  case  when  this  affection,  as  has  already 

failed,  and  in  which  the  patients  are  been   stated,   has    assumed   a    furfu- 

wom  out  by  the  irritation  and  restless-  raccous  or  scaly  condition,  closclpr  re- 

ness  that  are  the  usual  consequences  of  sembling  some  forms  of  psoriasis,  or 

this  disease  in  its  more  severe  and  in-  pityriasis,  and  indeed  in  some  instances, 

tractable  forms.     In  proof  of  the  value  as  Biett  has  shown,  actually  passing 

of  Fowler's  solution  in  very  obstinate  into  these  diseases ;  the  scales  oecom- 

and  chronic  forms  of  Uchen^   I  may  ing  dry,  laminated,  and  of  a  whitish, 

mention  the  case    of  a    girl   named  greyish,  or  Ne\\o^\^-\gc^^  c^^\n\  ^^ 

Mary  Ann  Dockett,  nine  years  of  age,  sub^acenl  «uii  Vmasx^^  t^  >^^«^^<^ 
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cracked,  and  inflamed ;   the  vesicular  the  end  of  December,  when  the  disenK 

element,  however,  reappearing  in  the  was  entirely  cured.    The  external  tp- 

progress   towards    a   cure.     However  plications  that  were  had  recoufse  to 

obstinate  this  form  of  the  disease  may  were,  in  the  first  instance,  the  ointmeat 

usually  be,  it  becomes  particularly  in-  of  the  white  precipitate,  which  was,  ai 

tractaole  when  affecting  certain  regions  the  disease  l>ecame  more  passive  in  its 

of  the  bodv,  as  the  scrotum,  labia,  and  characters,  changed  for  that  of  the 

inside  of  the  thighs,  and  will,  when  of  biniodide  of  mercury,  diluted  with  four 

old  standing  in  these  situations,  seldom  parts  of  spermaceti  ointment, 

yield  to  any  remedy  but  arsenic.    The  Useful  as  the  solution  of  the  anenite 

following  is  a  case  in  point : —  of  potassa  unquestionably  is  in  cases 

Mr.  W.B.cet.  49,  of  relaxed  debilitated  similar  to    the  preceding  one,    it  is 

habit  of  body,  applied  to  me,  in  October  equally    Ecrviceable    in    dry    chronic 

last,  for  a  disease  of  the  scrotum,  thiglis,  eczema  affecting  other  parts  of  the  body, 

and  breast,  under  which  he  had  &en  as  the  following  instance  will  illua- 

-  labouring  between  four  and  five  years,  trate. 

He  ascribed  his  complaint  to  his  having  Eliza  Penny,  set.  16,  of  alymphatico- 
drank  some  porter  when  over-heated,  bilious  temperament,  came  under  my 
soon  after  which  act  of  imprudence  he  care  on  the  17th  November,  1842,  for  a 
experienced  considerable  irritation  disease  of  both  arms  under  which  she 
about  the  scrotum  and  thighs,  on  which  had  laboured  from  the  very  earliest  in- 
parts  a  vesicular  eruption  made  its  fancy  (from  the  age  of  three  months), 
appearance:  this  was  followed  by  a  The  affection  in  question  was  clearly 
scaly  condition  of  the  parts,  and  the  eczcmatous.  The  diseased  integument 
affection,  after  a  time,  spread  to  other  appeared  thicker  and  rougher  than 
parts  of  the  body,  as  the  arms  and  natural,  was  covered  with  flimsy  ex- 
chest.  He  has  been  subjected  to  a  foliations  of  the  epidermis,  was  exceed- 
variety  of  treatment,  and  has  been  sali-  ingly  irritable,  itching  and  tingling  to 
vated  twice,  but  without  deriving  any  an  intense  degree  when  the  patient  got 
benefit.  When  he  applied  to  me,  the  warm,  and  was  much  fissured  about  ttie 
scrotum  and  inner  aspect  of  the  thighs  bends  of  the  elbows  and  wrists.  There 
were  covered  by  a  number  of  thin,  was  every  now  and  then  an  exacerba- 
flimsy,  yellowish-grey  scabs,  from  under  tion  of  the  disease  with  a  distinct  erup- 
and  between  which  an  occasional  ex-  tion  of  vesicles.  The  patient  com- 
udation  of  a  serous  fluid  took  place  ;  plained  much  of  languor  and  lassitude, 
the  subjacent  skin  was  red,  inflamed,  was  pale,  or  rather  sallow  in  com- 
and  fissured,  and  there  were  several  plexion,  and  menstruated  somewhat 
patches  of  a  similar  character  upon  the  irregularly.  She  was  ordered  dhe 
chest,  occupying  a  space  of  about  the  diluted  mineral  acids  internally,  with 
size  of  the  hand,  as  well  as  one  on  the  the  oxide  of  zinc  ointment  to  the 
right  arm.  The  itching  and  tingling  affected  parts,  and  the  pil.  aloes  cum 
in  the  affected  parts  were  severe ;  myrrhd,  to  regulate  the  bowels  and 
80  much  so  that  it  was  with  diffi-  menstrual  functions.  Under  this  plan 
culty  that  he  could  keep  his  hands  of  treatment  the  general  health  im- 
from  tearing  them.  When  I  first  proved  somewhat,  and  the  irritability 
saw  him  his  mouth  was  sore  from  of  the  affected  skin  was  subdued.  She 
the  effects  of  some  mercurial  that  wasthen,  on  the  2d  January,  ordered  to 
had  been  ordered  by  the  physician  who  begin  the  solution  of  the  arsenite  of 
last  attended  him,  and  by  whom  he  potassa  in  two -minim  doses  ;  these 
was  sent  to  me.  He  was,  therefore,  were  gradually  increased  to  five,  and 
in  the  first  instance,  merely  directed  to  subsequently  to  seven  and  a  half 
take  some  aperient  medicines,  and  to  minims,  three  times  a  day:  this  she 
make  use  of  soothing  applications  to  continued  for  a  space  of  two  months 
the  affected  parts.  On  the  4th  Novem-  and  a  half,  until  the  middle  of  March, 
her  he  was  put  upon  a  course  of  without  being  obliged  to  intermit  its 
Fowler's  solution,  be^ning  with  two  use  for  a  single  day,  at  the  expiration 
and  a  half  minims  twice  a  da^,  and  in-  of  which  period  the  arms  had  assumed 
creasinjyf  the  quantity  np  to  six  minims  a  healthy  appearance,  the  skin  being 
three  times  a  day  :  this  was  continued,  smooth,  sort,  and  supple,  perfectly 
with  two  intermissions  on  account  of  free  from  scales,  ana  without  any 
constitutioDdl  disturbance,  up  to  nearly  harshness ;    it   was,  ho^Nc^^et^  ^rnxk^ 
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probably  to  the  very  ]on£[  time  it  had  valuable  remedy  in  other  affections  of 

oeen  diseased,  of  a  yellowish  or  tawny  the  skin.     But,   notwithstanding   its 

colour,  darker  than  that  of  the  rest  of  the  utility  in  this  class  of  diseases  (the 

body.    The  only  external  applications  squamous),  it  is  not  admissible  in  ever^ 

used  were,  in  the  earlier  stages,  the  stage  of  their  progress,  nor  indeed  is  it 

ointment  of  the  oxide  of  zinc,  with  oc-  required  in  the  ^eat  majority  of  these 

casional  fomentations  during  the  exa-  cases ;  far  from  it :  it  is  only  in  venr  ck- 

cerbations  of  the  disease ;  these  were  tensive  and  obstinately  rebellious  forms 

followed  by  the  ointment  of  the  white  of  these  complaints, or  when  the  patient 

precipitate,    and   snbseouently    by    a  is  sufferinc^  some  ver^  positive  incon- 

Mion  of  the  sulphuret  or  potassium,  in  venience  uom  the  disease,   that    we 

the  proportions  of  a  dram  of  the  salt  to  should  be  justified  in  administering  it, 

a  pint  of  water.    The  local  disease  was  and  then  only  in  the  absence  of  those 

not  only  cured,  but  the  general  health  circumstances  that  have  already  been 

very  decidedly  improved  by  the  ad-  pointed  out  as  contra-indicating   the 

ministration  of  the  arsenic ;  the  patient  adminbtration  of  arsenic  in  other  affec- 

havinff  gained  flesh  and  strength,  ac-  tions. 

quireaa  good  colour,  and  declared  her-        With  regard  to  the  stage  of  lepra 

self  to  be  in  better  health  than  she  had  and  psoriasis  in  which  the  preparations 

ever  enjoyed.  of  this  metal  may  be  administered,  it 

It  is  but  seldom  that  we  meet  with  should  be  laid  down  as  a  rule  that  they 

cases  of  the  pustular  diseases  that  re-  should  notbe  given  until  the  diseasehad 

Snire  the    administration  of  arsenic,  assumed  a  decidedly  chronic,  inactive 
fiett  and  Rayer,  however,  both  state  character.    So  long,  indeed,  as  there  is 
that  they  have  occasionally  found  it  any  inflammatory  redness,  heat,  or  ir- 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  this  re-  ritation  about  the  patches,  they  should 
med^  in  some  very   chronic   and  re-  never,  under  any  circumstances,  be  em- 
bellious  forms    of   impetigo.      Gibert  ployed,  as  the  stimulus  of  the  arsenic 
relates  two  cases  of  impetigo  of  the  face  would  almost  infallibly  augment  the 
which  had  existed  from  infancy,  and  severity  of  the  disease ;  bcsiaes,  during 
which  Biett  cured  by  means  of  Pear-  the  earlier  periods  of  the  complaint, 
aon's  solution,  after  many  other  plans  we  should  probably  be  able  to  efiect  a 
of  treatment  had  been  employed  with-  cure  by  other  and  less  heroic  measures. 
out  success.    These  cases  are  iieverthe-  It  is  only,  then,  in  very  long  standing 
less  very  rare,  but  when  they  do  occur  cases  of   an    extensive  and   indolent 
it  will  be  requisite  to  attend  to  those  squamous  disease,  in  which  all  other 
different     circumstances     that     have  means  of  treatment  that  are  likely  to 
already  been  mentioned  as  indicating,  benefit  have  been  employed   witliout 
or  contrarindicating,  the  exhibition  of  success,  that  these  remedies  should  be 
this  metal.  given.  And  even  then,  as  Rayer  justly 
Useful,  however,  as  arsenic  may  be  remarks,  as  these  diseases  fre(|uently 
in  many  diseases  of  the  skin,  it  is  in  exert  no  evident  ill  effects  on  the  con- 
the  treatment  of  the  squamous  affec-  stitution,  the  inconvenience  they  oc- 
tions,     more    particularly     of    long-  casion  being  but  very  trifling,  it  will 
standing  cases    of  lepra    and  of   in-  be    advisable    to    confine    the    treat- 
veterate    psoriasis^  that  it  is    in  con-  ment  to  a  i)alliative  one,  unless   the 
testibly  of  the  greatest  service.    For  patient    positively    insist     on     some 
it  is  by  no  means  rare  to  meet  with  active  measures  being  adopted,  when 
cases    of   these  diseases,    which    ob-  we  should  not  hesitate  to  have  recourse 
stinately  resisting,  perhaps  for  years,  totheemploymentof  thearsenicals,  due 
mildermethodsoftreatment,willnithe  attention  being  paid  to  the  tempera- 
course  of   a  few  weeks  yield  to  the  ment  of  the  individual,  and  to  the  state 
judicious  employment  of  the  prcpara-  of  his  digestive  organs. 
tions  of  this  metal,  the  utility  of  which        In  the  majority  of  cases  of  \e\fm  or 
in  this  class  of  affections  is  so  fully  es-  psoriasis,    Fowler's   solution    will,     I 
tablished  by  most  dermatologists  that  think,  be  found  the  most  useful  pre- 
it  b  almost  needless  to  insist  upon  it.  paration  of  arsenic  that  we  can  em- 
It  was,  indeed,  the  success  that  at-  ploy.     The  liquor  of  the  hydriodatc 
tended  the  employment  of  arsenic  in  of  arsenic  and  mercury  has  bcea  ncx^j 
the  squamous  aiseases  that  first  led  to  succetsfuWY     «:ii^ra\AXfiA.    vo^  ^"^sftRi^    ^^^ 
iCfial^ucOoii  into  practice  as  a  most  this    die&ci\\A.\sm,   ^a    \2»»    ^'w^    ^^'^ 
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iodide  of  arsenic,  either  almie,  or,  if  the  Sarah  Partons,  letat.  20,  of  Ijrmpha- 

disease  be  of  a  mrphUitic  nature,  in  tico-sangaine  temperament,  beins  stout, 

combinatioDwiththe  biniodide  of  mer-  rather  pale,  with  gray  eyes  ana  light 

cury  and  esctract  of  coninm.    Instances  brown  hair,  came  under  my  care  on  the 

illMtnrtivc  of  the  value  of  these  pre-  12th  January,  for  psoriasis  of  the  legs, 

Munitions   have   been   adduced   in   a  arms,  knees,  and  elbows,  of  thirteen 

imner  part  of  this  paper.  The  "  Asiatic  years'  standing.  Her  father  and  brother 

pills^  were  strongly  recommended,  and,  (who  is  now  under  my  care)  labour 

aocovtoff   to  Cazenave  and  Schedel,  under  the  same  disease.    There  area 

employed  by  Biett  with  advantage,  in  number  of  patches  of  psoriasis,  vaiying 

cases  of  psoriasis  inveterata :  they  are,  from  the  size  of  a  sixpence  to  that  of  a 

however,  open  to  the  objection  of  being  crown  piece,  about  both  leas  and  arms, 

less  manageable  than  the  other  pre-  and  a  few  on  the  back.     Immediately 

parations  of  arsenic.  below  the  left  knee  there  is  one  as  large 

When  these  remedies  are  about  to  as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  and  the  points 

exercise  a  beneficial  influence  in  cases  of  both  elbows,  but  more  particularly 

of  lepra  and  psoriasis,  it  will  be  observed  the  left  one,  are  covered  by  thick  scaly 

that  an  increased  action  appears  to  take  incrustations,  extending  some  way  down 

place  in  the  diseased  cutis,  which  be-  the  posterior  aspect  of  the  fore-arm. 

comes  red,  inflamed,  and  irritable;  the  The  diseased  ]^tches  were  in  a  very 

scaly  patches  then  appear  to  heal  up,  indolent  condition,  there  being  no  in- 

either  from  the  centre  or  the  circum-  flamed  areola  about  them,  and  being 

ference,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  unattended  by  anv  tingling  or  itching. 

affection,    whether    it    be    lepra    or  The  general  health  was  good,  and  there 

psoriasis,  and  eventually  fall  off,  leaving  were  no  dyspeptic  symptoms  of  any 

the  subjacent  skin  red,  smooth,  shining,  kind.    As  the  disease  was  of  such  long 

and  covered  by  thin  epidermic  exfolia-  standing   it  had  been  subjected  to  a 

tions,  which  may  usually  be  readily  great  variety  of  treatment,  and  she  had 

cleared  off  by  stimulating  topical  appli-  been  a  patient  at  two  of  the  metropolitan 

cations,  such  as  the  ointments  of  tar,  or  hospitals,  at  one  for  a  period  of  eight 

of  thenitrateorthebiniodide  of  mercury;  months,  without  receiving  any  benefit. 

after  which  nothing  but  a  red  stain  I  therefore,  as  she  was  very  anxious 

will  be  left  in  the  site  of  the  squamous  for  a  cure,  determined  to  try  at  once 

Xmtch.   And  this  will  soon  disappear  if  the  effect  of  arsenic,  and  accordingly 

the  remedies  be  persevered  in,  which  ordered  her  two  and  a  half  minims  of 

they  should  always  be,  until  this  blotch  the  solution  of  the  arsenite  of  potassa 

is  entirely  and    effectually  removed ;  twice  a  day ;  the  biniodide  of  mercury 

for,  until  this  be    accomplished,  the  ointment  diluted  with  three  parts  of 

disease  will  be  very  liable  to  return:  ung.  cetacei,  to    be    rubbed  into  the 

indeed,   it    is   from   a   want  of    due  diseased  patches  night  and  morning. 

attention  to  this  very  important  circum-  The   quantity  of  the  solution  of  the 

stance,  that  the  arsenical  preparations  arsenite  of  potassa  was  gradually  in- 

have  been  so  often  accused  of  effecting  creased  until  the  27th,  when  she  was 

merely  temporary  cures.    We  must  not  taking  seven  and  a  half  minims  three 

be  content  with  removing  the  scales  times  a  day.     By  this  time  the  diseased 

merely,    which    are    secondary    phe-  patches  on  the  arms,  and  some  of  those 

nomena,  but  we  must  get  rid  of^  the  on  the  legs,  had  been  cleared  of  their 

primary  lesion,   that  ])eculiar  inflam-  scales ;  tne  affected  skin  was,  however, 

matory  or  couKested  stite  of  the  blood-  redder  than  natural,  and  rapidly  covered 

'''                initis,  which,  by  giving  itself  with  scales  of  epidermis  if  the 

«td  and  morbid  secre-  use  of  the  ointment  was  interrupted. 

"lis,  is  the  proximate  On  the  28th  some  constitutional  de- 

^•eases.  rangement,  as  headache,  lassitude,  pain 

"^casesof squamous  in  the  eyes,  and  thirst,  came  on:  the 

vn  seen  the  pre-  solution  was  accordingly  discontinued. 

i   employed  with  On  the  4th  Febniary  it  was  resumed  in 

ily  mention  one,  doses  of  five  minims  three  times  a  day, 

far  the  veiy  short  which  quantity  was  continued  without 

ftditary  affection  any  di8turl)ance,  cither  local  or  con- 

ading  yielded  to  8tituUona\,unuV\.V\e  VOiUMweh^when, 

Alder's  solution,  as  the  distasc  u^v^ttx^A  Vo  \»  ct^^It^^) 
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cured,  with  the  e&ception  of  a  red  stain  prorided  due  discrimination  be  shown 
as  it  were,  of  the  skin  in  the  site  of  the  m  selecting  the  cases  to  which  it  is  to 
affected  piUches,  the  dose  of  the  solution  be  given.  And  it  is  by  regarding  the 
was  diminished  to  three  minims,  which  preparations  of  Uiis  metal  in  the  light 
qiMtity  was  continued,  in  order  to  of  Mfteijies  to  be  resorted  to  indis- 
prevent  a  relapse,  until  the  end  of  the  criminately  in  the  treatment  of  every 
month.  The  ointment  of  the  biniodide  obstinate  and  rebellious  afiection  of  the 
of  mercmry  had  heen  penevered  in  akin,  without  attention  to  the  nature, 
during  the  whole  of  this  time,  xta  atage,  and  oomplicatioBS  Of  the  disease, 
strength  having  been  increased  to  equal  or  to  the  habit  of  body  and  tempera- 
parts  of  the  ointment  of  the  Pharma-  ment  of  the  individual  in  whom  it 
eopoeia  and  of  spermaceti  cerate.  occurs,  that  much  mischief  has  resulted 
It  may,  then,  be  concluded,  from  from,  and  opprobrium  been  cast  upon  a 
what  has  been  stated  in  the  preceding  very  valuable  remedy. 

pages,  that  the  administration  of  such 

powerfully  stimulating  tonics  as  the         miscellaneous  contributions 

Epamtions  of  arsenic  should  be  aniided  .  to 

the  same  rules  that  govern  the  ex-  PATHOLOGY  AND  THERAPEUTICS, 
ition  of  this  class  of  remedies  gene-         ^    ,  ^  c  ^  rk 

rally.    We  should  avoid  usin^  them,         ^^  J^"*"       i"''!^''  ' 

not  only  in  certain  kinds  of  diseases,  London. 

but  in  any  affection  so  long  as  there  is 

any  inflammatory  action  of  an  active  Riekeis. — PaiAology  and  treoHmeni  qf  the 
nature  going  on  about  it ;  in  persons  of  Section, — OmnMetum  with  enlargement 
a  plethoric  habit  of  body,  or  of  a  san-  ^  <*«  '»«•  «^  indigettion.—Ite  affinity 
guine  or  sanguineo-nervous  tempera-  '«  eerq/ula.—Sef^la.'-ItM  pathology 
ment;  and  mSre  parUcularly  in  those        «^  treatment.^ Goiirodgnta.- Some- 

in  whom  there  exwts  any^rritation  ^^Zu^T^diiJ^h^!^  1  c™JZ 
about  the  gastric  mucous  membrane,  or  ^*'^*'  hgdroeephalui.^AcmB^AL 
lis  other^flaLmatory  disease  5  and        -^""»  nn^tomaitc  ^tUfiret  eiage. 

only  administer  them  when   the  cu-  Case  I.  May  27,  1839.— Wm.  Kates,  aged 

taneous    affection  occurs   in  an  indi-  3  years  and  2  months :  wai  bom  healthy  and 

vidual    of  a   relaxed,   debilitated,  or  "tout,  and  continued  to  be  so  uitil  he  was 

lymphatic  habit  of  body,  when  it  has  **««  months  old.  when  his  teeth  began  to 

fallen  into  an  indolent,  passive  state;  »PP«^»  and  he  had  an  attack  of  mflamma- 

and,  more  particularly,  ^f    it    be   a  S?^,?f  ^J""*"*    ^J^Jl!:,?'' "^."^^ 

squamous  diJ^,  or  if  It  have  assumed  ^^'  *>".«!  ^  ^J^^!!^!^^  IThv^iSS^ 

a'.furfuracepus  ipect,  and  can.^bear.  S.'"  Jd'a^^ST  lS^^^ 


im- 


without  being  permanentiy  irritated,  .^  and  he  has  been  always  sickly  and 

the  application  of  a  mild  topical  sUmu-  "^^^  ^^    HU  present  condition  is  as 

lant.     If  the  administration  of  arsenic    foUows : skin  ansmatons  and  pale ;  flesh 

be  regulated  with  a  due  regard  to  these  scanty  and  soft ;  legs  and  thighs  bowed  and 

circumstances,  the  doses  being  slowly  emaidated,   and  body  altogether    approxi- 

and  gradualljr  increased,  there  is   no  mating  to  a  state  of  marasmus ;  can  make 

reason  whv  its  exhibition  should  be  no  effort  at  standing  or  walking,  and  creeps 

attended  ¥ath  worse  consequences  than  but  feebly ;  spine  curved  laterally ;  left  side 

that  of  antimony,  mercury,  strychnia,  of  thorax  enlarged  and  projecting  laterally 

or  of  any   other  very  active  remedy  and  posteriorly;  darides  distorted;   head 

which  we  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  has  always  appeared  larger  than  ordinary, 

prescribing  without  any  fear  as  to  the  ^d  at  present  there  is  a  soft  fluctuating 

^ts  that  it  may  produce  upon  the  S"*''il'^/°fW  «!!2oSr^^h^^^^ 

..,.«.<»«      rru^...   ««-   K*  «#v    ^.lAof  ;nn  Hu  mother  states  that  previous  to  the  ap- 

system.     There  can  be  no   ^"estion,  ^^                      ^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^ 

however,  that   very    injurious    effects  S^lwefe  very  open ;  that  he  had  a  &U  a 

have    resulted    from    the    injudicious  few  day.  agofoiTa  beorf^                    ^ 

administration  of  the  preparations  of  \^^^  on  whidi  die  ^ 

arsenic  in  too  large  doses :  but  the  con-  pj^^  ^00  his  fm 

sequences  of  the  abuse  of  any  medicine  \^  uunor  sppMM 

are  not  fair  arguments  against  its  careful  tppetile,  waS  * 

and  ^^rded  administration ;  and  I  feel  fui,  hot  • 

ccfnvjDced  that  arsenic  may  be  exhibited  ragatet" 

with  as  much   safety  as  any  other  eimiri 

powerAil  tonic  in  the  Phannaoopoia,  ra&KJ 
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9^  Hydrarg.  o.  CretA,  gr.  iij. ;    Palv.        9th.— The  leeches  bled  well ;  the  powderi 

RhKJ,  gr,  iv. ;  Cinnam.  gr.  j.  ft.  pnlyis.  have  been  taken  regulariy,  and  the  bowels 

Mitte  yj.     Somat  j.  alterna  nocte.  haye  been  moyed  thrioe  a  day.    The  mother 

p,  Sp.  Rotmar.   5s8. ;   Aq.  Font.  ^vss.  atatea  that  the  child  is  beooming  cheerftil  and 

M.  ft.  Lot.  tomore  constanter  applioet.  better  tempered,  and  more  disposed  to  chat. 

Mth  —Tumor    considerably    decreased  •  Head  still  hot,  and  frequent  perspiration 

no  per^bk  duuig.  othenrii.  '  *»"  it  ««1  *««»  the  faw  Aningjtoqp; 

•^  o  cerebral  mnrmur  yery  audible  eyen  oyer  the 

Continuentur  lotio  et  pnlyeres,  et  himdo  occipital  bone;    frequent  leering,  but  no 

tempore  iterum  apphcetur.  strabbmus ;  abdomen  hot,  but  arms  and  legs 

June  1st. — ^Tumor  of  head  almost  disap-  rather  below  the  natural  temperature ;  appe- 

peered,  and  some  other  little  improyement.  tite  rather  inordinate,  and  sleeps  pretty  wdl ; 

Continue  the  lotion  and  the  powders,  and  excretion  of  urine  less  frequent ;  pulse  frc- 

let  the  child  haye  a  warm  salt  water  quent  and  resisting. 

bath  eyery  other  night  at  bed-time,  and  Continue  the  same  treatment. 

let  him  be  well  rubbed  with  a  dry  cloth,         i6th.— Has  administered  the  treatment  as 

both  on  ttie  body  and  hmbs,  for  ten  prescribed  faithfully.     The  condition  of  the 

minutes  after  commg  out  of  the  bath.  g^Ud  in  aU  respects  is  mudi  improyed  aince 

5th. — ^The  tumor  on  the  head  has  entirely  last  visit.     He  has  put  on  flesh,  and  hb 

disappeared,  and  the  parietal  bone  on  which  limbs  are  becoming  plump  and  firm.    There 

it  was  situated,  which  was  fully  a  line  de-  is  not  now  any  frowning  or  leering,  and  the 

pressed  below  the  others,  has  become  ele-  eyes  are  acquiring  an  expression  of  softneaa 

vated  to  its  proper  position.     Head  much  and  animation.     He  has  lost  much  of  hia 

hotter  than  natural ;   eyes  dry  and  glassy-  fretfulness,  and  is  now  daily  becoming  DKire 

looking;   pupils  rather  dilated;    is  fretful  mild  and  more  easily  amused.    The  bead  is 

whto  awake,  and  frowns  frequently  in  sleep,  still  hotter  than  natural,  and  the  cerebral 

but  does  not  start  or  grind  the  teeth  ;  tongue  murmur  is  audible,  but  less  kitense.    Reud 

deficient  in  moisture,  but  not  furred ;   pulse  secretion  less,  and  appetite  not  so  yoraeioQa. 

rapid,  and  rather  unresisting ;  alvine  excre-  Bowels  stated  to  be  more  regular,  and  their 

tions  light-coloured ;  is  very  thirsty ;  hands  excretions   of  a    more   healthy   diaracter. 

hot.    (hi  applying  the  ear  to  the  anterior  fon-  Respiration  and  action  of  heart  not  dis- 

tanelle,  or  to  the  parietal  bones,  a  murmur  turbed. 

accompanying   the   cerebral  circulation    is        Being  struck  to-day  by  the  nmlitir^fwiffif^ 

very  audible*.  and  still  very  protubenmt  state  of  the  abdo- 

Continue  the  powders,  one  every  night,  men,  after  the  use  for  some  considenble 

and  the  cold  lotion  to  the  head,  and  the  time    of    aperient  medicines,   the  thought 

warm  bath  without  the  salt ;   let  the  occurred  to  us  to  examine  it  by  percussion 

child's  diet  be  chiefly  beef-tea,  arrow-  «nd  pressure,  when  we  found  the  liver  enor- 

root,  and  milk  and  water.  mously  enlarged,  the  right  lobe  almost  in 

July  1st.— Littie  or  no  alteration  in  any  f??^^'  with  the  crest  of  the  iUum,  and  the 

Rspe<^  smce  hurt  report.     Head  still  much  L^'J  overlappmg  the  stomach,  and  euUy  Mt 

hotter  than  natural ;  anterior  fontanelle  agi-  ^^^J^^  two   and  three  mches  below  the 

tated,  and  cerebral  murmur  very  loud  over  cnsiform  cartdage.    The  ends  of  the  tower 

the  entire  of  the  head,  with  the  exception  of  "os,  both  on  the  nght  and  left  aide,  were 

the  OS  frontis ;   eyes  stiU  dry  and  gkssy-  considerably  everted.     Contmue  the  same 

looking ;  no  strabismus,  but  frequent  frown-  P^  ?^  treatment,  and  let  us  see  the  child 

ing.     HU  mother  sUtes  that  the  child  fre-  »8^  »*»  ^«  <»urie  of  a  week. 

quently  compUiins  of  pain  over  the  left  ear.        Sentember  23d.— Had  not  seen  Uie  child 

Otherwise  as  before.  "^"^  S?*^  ""^.^^  ^  two  months.    Little,  if 

-^,.,.       111.      J       ji_^  "*y»  discermble  change  m  its  condition  since 

Let  the  h^  be  closely  shay«i,  and  kept  Uu»t  report ;  but  on  the  whole,  perhaps,  then 

constontlywet  with  the  cold  lotion,  and  y,  ^ome  improvement.      The  wuitenanee 

let  bro  small  leeches  be  immediately  jooks  better,  and  the  child  appears  to  have 

appUed  to  seat  of  pain  over  Wtewr.  gained  some  more  flesh;   liver  somewhat 

R  Hjfdrarg.  c.  Crete,  Pulv.  JaUpse,  aa.  reduced  m  sixe,  but  stiU  much  larger  than 

gr.  ly. ;  P^y.  Ipecacnanhw,  gr.  j. ;  ft.  natural,  and  very  easily  felt  by  pressure  of 

L.jil«.^    !!• '    5?™*   ^•^t.T*^  ^^  ^^^  o"^  ^  ^^t  "d«  of  the  abdomen  \ 

maneqne.    Continue  the  same  diet.  the  child  is  not  yet  able  to  mamtain  the 

5th. — No  obyious  change  since  last  report,  erect  position,  but  it    creeps  with  much 

Continue  the  cold  lotUm,  powders,  and  more  activity ;  all  other  symptoms  as  before. 

tfet,  and  anrtr  two  leechea  agam  to  the        p,  Hydnirg.  c.  CretA,  gr.  ij. ;  Hydrarg. 

left  parietal  iHine  over  the  ear.  ^  Chforid.'^gr.  ss. ;  pil?.  Rhii.  gr.  iijf  i 

*/J^..lf^r/a«f,aiKf Mr. Jolmson(afMed..Chir.  ^J'  CinnamomV,  ^t    V    ^^\^^^*>*> 

XefiewK  auBculUted  the  head  of  this  patient,  ^^^^  ^^U-  •^"^'^^  V  »\\»^^?^-         ^ 

MBdaMidtbeybnrd  the  mHnnur distlnctfir.  ^  Potasise  BisulpVi.  Bn-  \  ^oA.tfc  l^\c»xS. 
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3j. ;  Aqiue  MenA.  FSp.  5!x.     Soke  rerj  weak  and  bent  inwardi  at  the  knee; 

tereiulo,  et  adde  Tinct.  Rhsi,  Tinct.  IWer  conaiderably  enlarged ;  it  can  be  felt 

Seniuet  aa.  3ias. ;  Synip  Anrantii,  3lj.  in  the  right  hypochondriam,  between  two 

Ft.    miitara   cajna    capiat    oochlsaria  and  three  inches  below  the  ribs,  bat  it  is 

paira  tria  onmi  mane.    To  haire  solid  not  pereeptibie  in  the  epigastrium ;  renal 

animal  food  at  least  once  a  day*  and  aecretion  stated  to  be  natural  in  quantity 

also  a  little  beef-tea,  with  diluents  of  and  appearanee ;  pulse  and  respiration  un- 

arrow-root  or  sago  occasionally ;  to  he  disturbed ;  no  thirst,  but  appetite  voracious, 

warmly  clothed,  and  to  be  as  mudi  in  The  head  appears   rather    large,  and  the 

the  open  air  as  possible.  anterior  fontandle  is  still    open,  and  on 

applying  the  ear  to  it  or  to  either  of  the 

October  8th.— Has   used  the  powders,  parietal  bones  a  faint  cerebral  murmur  is 

nizture,  and  diet,  and  treatment  otherwise,  audible 

m  aU  particuhus  reguhwrly  since  last  visit.  «   «' ar.«r    r    Cr^     ^    «?  •    Mr 

;x^  hS-a^^::  isTot'SfViTS  ?^;L^^'  -^^  ^'  ^^'  i- 

was;  that  his  dispoeirion  is  quite  changed,  as  «  ,^1^  «                .      « 

he  has  lost  all  his  peevishness ;  no  frowning  9»  ^^^^  Scnwe,  5vj. ;  Potassa:  Bicarb, 

or  leering,  and  countenance  becoming  full  5». ;  Manwe  Opt.  siss. ;  Tinct.  Cin- 

and   animated  ;    has    gained    considerable  namomi  c.  ^j.  ;  Aqu«  Carui,  3J.     M. 

strength  both  of  body  and  Umbs,  and  can  *»'    mistura    cujus   capiat    cochlearia 

make  some  effort  at  standing ;  abdomen  less  P*™*  ^^  ^^^  "»■»«•     Lc*  'he  child's 

proCnberant,  and  liver  further  diminished  in  diet  be  moderate  in  quantity,  but  let 

slae,  but  stiU  projecU  between  two  and  three  ^^  *»▼«  ^^  ^^^^  food  in  <"'  q'^- 

inehes  below  the  ribs  on  the  right  side;  the  ^ty  once  a  day  at  least,  and  let  her  be 

ribs  both  on  the  right  and  left  side  are  much  much  in  the  open  air. 


less  everted,  and  the  shape  of  the  thorax  is        22d.— Has  used  the  treatment  prescribed 

altogether  more  normal ;  the  cerebral  mur-  regularly.    Two  excretions  have  taken  place 

mur  is  still  audible  at  all  points  of  the  f^m  the  bowels  daily  of  a  more  healthy 

craninm,   but  the    forehead,   and  the  left  character.    The  condition  of  the  child  is 

hemisphere  of  the  cranium,  on  the  parietal  something  improved ;  it  is  less  fretful,  and 

bone  of  which  the  tumor  was  situated,  appears  i,  more  animated,  and  ite  appetite  is  not  so 

rather  larger  than  the  right.     Continue  the  voracious  ;  little  if  any  perceptible  alteration 

same  treatment  in  medicine,  diet,  and  exer-  Jq  the  size  of  the  liver ;  the  cheeks  are  still 

ctse.  pale,  but  the  colour  appears  returning  to 

This  patient  now  ceased  to  be  under  our  the  Irides ;    cerebral    murmur   and    other 
care,  and  we  entirely  lost  sight  of  the  case ;  symptomatic  phenomena  as  before.     The 
but  we  have  every  reason  to  suppose  the  game  treatment  in  all  respects  to  be  con- 
little  fellow  continued   to  recover,  or  he  tinned, 
would  have  visited  us  again.  October  8th.— Has  used  the  remedies  pre- 

C ASK II.  Sept.ll,  1 839.— Elix. Williams,  scribed  reguUrly  since  hist  report;  child's 
aged  two  years  and  a  half,  of  fair  hair  and  general  condition  and  health  altogether  much 
fidr  complexion,  eyes  light  blue,  skin  and  improved ;  she  is  becoming  lively  and  good- 
subcutaneous  tissue  fine  and  soft,  and  the  tempered,  and  sleeps  well ;  countenance  less 
economy  generally  discovering  a  tendency  to  exsanguineous  and  drooping ;  irides  deepen- 
the  strumous  diathesis,  was  a  very  healthy  i^g  in  colour ;  appetite  not  voracious,  but 
child  until  after  vaccination,  which  operation  moderate ;  alrine  excretions  more  regular 
was  performed  upon  her  when  she  was  about  ^nd  of  a  more  healthy  character ;  flesh  be- 
six  months  old,  at  which  time,  or  imme-  coming  firm,  and  the  cutaneous  circulation 
diat^  after,  she  commenced  to  cut  her  generally  more  active  ;  cerebral  murmur 
teeth,  and  a  papular  eruption  made  ite  ap-  audible  now  only  at  the  anterior  fontanelle, 
pearanoe  all  over  the  body;  and  at  the  same  and  here  but  fidntly;  abdomen  much  re- 
tioM,  also,  the  child's  bowels  and  general  auced  in  sixe,  and  softer;  liver  lessened  con- 
haaMi  were  much  disordered,  the  alvine  giderably,  but  still  projecte  below  the  margin 
exeietioiis  being  firequent,  and  showing  some  of  tiie  chest. 

appearances  of  blocnl.    The  child  hu  been        <,.-...  ,  ,  j. 

in  \md  health,  better  or  worse,  ever  since.        Contmue  the  mixture,  powders,  and  diet. 
Present  condition  as  foUows.    Much  fret-  "  prescnbed,  and  let  the  chUd  have  a 

fUnessandirritabiUty ;  sleep  Ught  and  easUy  ''^•rm  bath  twice  a  week, 

distarbed ;  countenance  pale  and  dejected ;        We  saw  this  patient  once  again  after  some 

irides  deeolourised ;  surraoe  generally  pale  little  time,  when  her  health  was  all  but  com- 

and  chill ;  no  emaciation,  but  flesh  soft  snd  pletely  restored.    The  countenanfiA  ^»^  ^k.- 

flabby  ;  no  morbid  curvature  of  the  spine  or  quired  coVcmr  vqiQl  «ik\xoAi6»^<i  vd^^  ^^^^^^ 

ofAe  boon  of  the  chest,  bat  the  right  leg  is  become  plnxikv  ixk^%i^'««  \  ^^da^^b^  vai«s«^^^ 
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and  the  alTine  and  wintry  excretiDiis  w««  we  preicribed  a  powder  of  bepaiio  altantive 

healthy;    cirenlatioB    and  rcapiratioB    the  propertiei,which wai taken  every>i|igfak, and 

same  (  the  lirer  was  ftnther  redooed  hi  stiea  oocaaionaUy  every  oUier  night,  a|  hed»llvi^ 

bat  still  to  be  felt  under  the  right  hypocfaon-  with  a  doaie  of  a  mildly  aperient  wi8*«iff 

drium,  but  not  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach ;  once  or  twioa  daring  the  day ;  pratty  UM, 

the  cerebral  murmur  had    ceased    to    be  diet  with  solid  anfmal  find  fas  Mr  mmlStw 

audible  on  auscultation  of  the  cranium  at  at  least  once  a  day ;  warm  cIqIIuI^ihm 

any  point.  exercise  in  the  open  air  at  all  ttmea  mturn  IN 

Cabb  III.  Aug.  17, 1838.— Wm.  Rogers,  weather  will  permit  of  it.    This  cdiild  in  a 

aet.    19   months,  of  light  hair,  light  com-  short  time  became  quite  stout  and  wdL 
plexion,   and   blue  eyes ;  was  strong  and        -n  mi.         « 

healthy  tiU  he  was  eight  mouths  old,  when  he  ,  REMARKS.-These  four  cases    now 

had  an  attack  of  iUness  of  six  weeks'  duration,  aescnbed  present  us  with  ezamplefl  of 

which  his  medical  attendant  pronounced  to  profound    chronic  digestive    derange- 

be  inflammation  of  the  lungs.    This  attack  ment  and  disease  in  children^  similar, 

consisted  chiefly  in  feverishness  with  cough  we  conceive,  in  their  origins,  causes, 

and  much  disorder  of  the  bowehi.     The  and  natures,  but  in  different  periods  of 

mother  states  that  the  alvine  excretions  to-  progress,  and  different  states  of  deve- 

wards  the  latter  part  of  the  chUd's  illness,  Jopment.     The  first  case,  that  of  the 

were  unhealthy  and  offensive,  and  contained  hoy  Kates,  which  will  form  the  subject 

substances  like  pieces  of  flesh.     He  appeared  chiefly  of  the  following  observations, 

to  have  recovered  from  this  attack  pretty  ig    manifestly  a    case    of   tabes    and 

well,  but  about  a  month  afterwards   the  rickets ;  the  cause  of  the  tabes  beine. 

head  was  fir^t  observed  to  be  enlarged    and  j^  tjjjg  instance,  not  in  the  glands  6f 

It  has   gradually  mcreascd  m   size    since.  *i,-  „,o«orifAi^  K.,f :«  «  »i»»^.!i * 

Present  condition  as  foUows :  general  health      ^^pTfTr^Io^^^    "     glandular  struc- 

not  much  disturbed,  but  fa  J  and  surfiice  J""^  ^^^^  g^^^^^  magnitude  and  im- 

generally  ansematous  and  pale  ;  no  emacia-  Portance,   namely,   the  hver.      To  an 

tion,  but  flesh  soft ;  sleep  unquiet ;  boweU  fxammation  1^  accurate  with  respect 

generally  rekxed,  but  their  excretions  and  ^J  the  state  of  the  abdommal  viscen^ 

also  the  excretion  of  urine  stated  to  be  ^^an  that  which  was  given  to  this  case, 

natural  in  character ;  U  stUl  at  the  breast,  by  pressure  and  percussion,  when,  as 

but  will  eat  any  solid  food  that  is  presented  we  have  seen,  it  had  been  some  time 

to  him;  appetite  rather  inordinate;   pulse  under  treatment,  the  diagnosis  could 

126,  and  regular ;  head  large,  circumference  scarcelv  have  pronounced  the  afl^tion 

22  inches  uid  a  half  from  each  meatus  an-  other  than  tallies  mesenterica.    All  the 

ditorius,  over  the  vertex  14  inches  and  a  symptoms  which  are  usually  considered 

quarter ;  no  dilaUtion  of  the  pupiU,  but  as  peculiar  to,  and  enunciative  of.  that 

considerable  strabismus,  and  the  eyes  remam  scrofulous  malady  were  present.    There 

^tlrirfJn^e^C -^^^^^^^^  Tb!t^   large  irotub^ant  abdomen. 

sTaTwh^^  <*^^  movements  a«  w^th  the  general  and  severe  emaciadan 

per^tible  to  the  touch,  and  the  cerebral  P  ^^^^'^^t  ?    the  voracious  appetue; 

murmur  very  audible  on  appUcation  of  the  ^S  derangement  of  digesUon,  and  dia- 

ear.    Has  not  had  small-pox,  measles,  or  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  functions  of  the  intestmal 

any  other  of  the  eruptive  fevers ;  was  sue-  canal;  the  irregular  hectic  feverishness, 

oessfuUy  vaccinated.  and  the  diminished  temperature  of  the 

CassIV.  C)ct.l6, 1836.— Mrs. A.'sinfimt,  extremities,  with  other  minor  sj^mp- 

set.  14  months,  a  pretty  strong  and  large  toms.     The  white  alvine  excretions, 

boy  for  his  age,  has  been  duU  and  listless  for  which  we  find  mentioned  by  almost  all 

the  Isst  tiiree  or  four  days,  and  has  rested  authors  upon  mesenteric  tabes,  as  a 

badly  the  Ust  two  nights :  at  present  he  is  pathognomonic  sign  of  that  afl^tion, 

unusuaUv  inanimate;  the  skin  is  harsh  and  were  not  present     We  entertain  some 

increased  in  temperature ;  the  boweU  are  doubts,  however,  on  the  perfect  exemp- 

irr^jular  and  their  cawetions  fluidjmd  of  a  ^^^  f^^  ^rr^r  of  this  ^agnostic  doc- 

bght  cky-colour,  without  the  sbghest  tinge  trine,and  could  give,  we  think, suflficient 

u  nSini^(^i;^"tH'!i^^^^  reasonsforsodofng.    At  present  we  will 

this  part  a  cerebral  mutZ^  b  heard  very  earthy  excretions,  not  unlike  the  asli^ 

distinctly ;  it  is  also  audible,  but  less  clearly,  J^  wood  wetted,  passed  from  the  bowels, 

over  the  parietal  bones;  abdomen  protu-  f^'^  months,  by  adults  labouring  under 

berant  and  somewhat  relating,  but  no  en-  jaundice  and  organic   disease  of  the 

laigement  of  the  Uver  can  be  detected;  flesh  uver.     The  fact,  however,  which  de« 

n&WBoit}  pulse  frequent.  For  this  patient  serves  our  fint  considerajdou^^xid^hiAb. 
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nulktn  the  ease  now  under  comment  touchasif  the  yifcem  contained  matter 

more  particularly  interesting  in  a  pa-  hardened  to  a  sdrrhus ;  whereas,  that 

tliolog[ical  and  practical  point  of  view,  which  comes  in  other  years  yieldb  to 

is  the  mmense  enlargement  of  the  liver  the  touch,  as  if  the  hypochondria  were 

that  was  present  in  this  infantile  pa-  only  distended  by  wind.     Hence  it  is 

tient     No  one,  we  believe,  howe\-er  worth  notice,  that  the  true  rickets  rarely 

recent  and  imperfect  his  knowledge  happen  except  in  those  years  where- 

may  happen  to  be  of  any  disease  he  may  in  autumnal  intermittents  prevail." — 

be  callcMlupon  to  treat,  but  forms  some  Swan' 9  irantL  0/ Sydenham,  pp.  64,  65. 
notion  to  himself ofits  cause  and  original        Baron  Van  S wieten,  too,  in  nis  admi- 

idea,  and  prescribes  his  remedies  ac-  rable  Commentaries  upon  Boerhaave's 

dordingly.    The  more  correct,  too,  are  Aphorisms,  has  not  omitted  to  notice 

his  thov^ts  on  the  etioloncal  points  the  increased  bulk  of  the  liver  that  ac- 

of  the  case,  the  more  likety,  it  is  cer-  companies  the  condition  of  rickets;  but 

tain,  are  his  remedial  measures  of  being  the  particular  part  which  it  acts  in 

beneficial  and  successful.  the  pathology  of  the  disease  he  does 

The  (}uestion,  then,  of  most  import  not  oistinctly  point  out ;  he  only  assigns 

and  utihty  involved  in  the  patholocy  of  to  it  the  place  of  a  "  concurrent  cause," 

this  case,  and  one,  undoubtedly,  wnich  as  he  terms  it,  of  the  protuberant  ab- 

it  is  difficult  to  determine,  is,  what  place,  domen.    ''  I  have  often,  (observes  Van 

in  an  analysis  of  its  constituent  phe-  Swietcn),  had  children  brought  to  me  to 

nomena,  should  be  assigned  to  the  he-  be  cured,  supposed  by  their  mothers  to 

patic  enlargement ;  whether  should  it  have  been  troubled  with  ereat  liver, 

be  viewed  as  cause,  or  as  conseanence,  when  they  manifestly  had  the  rickets." 

or  as  a  concomitant  morbid  conaition?  We  shall  hereafter  see  that  in  this  dis- 

Sydenham,  we    find,    has    mentioned  order  the  liver  is  found  of  a  vast  size, 

the   enlarged  state  of  the  abdominal  though  no  other  disorder  can  be  dis- 

viscera     (without    having     particula-  cemed    in    this    viscus    after    death, 

rised    the    liver)    which    is    present  Glisson,    upon   examining    the    dead 

in    children     affected    with     rickets,  bodies  of  nckety  children,  thus  testi- 

and  he  appears  to  have  considered  both  ties :  "  the  liver,  in  all  I  have  dissected, 

the  affection  of  rickets  and  the  visceral  is  greater  than  it  should  be ;  but  othir* 

disease  as  consequences  of  intermittent  wise  is  not  of  a  bad  colour,  nor  greatly 

l^evcr — a  sort  of  metastatic  and  critical  indurated,  or  in  other  respects  contami- 

deposition  of  the  febrile  matter.  <'Chil-  nated  by  any  other  remarkable  vice." 

dren    sometimes  become  hectic    after  He  excepts  some  dead  bodies  in  which 

both  continued  and  intermittent  autum-  other  diseases  had  been  complicated 

nal  fevers.    The  abdomen  in  this  case  with  the  rickets  before  death,  as  he 

swells  and  grows  hard,  a  cough  also  remembered   to  have   observed  in  a 

and  other  consumptive  symptoms  fre-  dropsical  and  extremely  tabid  patient, 

quently    arise,   which   manifestlv  re-  From  hence  the  reason  appears  why 

semble  the  rickets."    "  It  is  worth  ob-  the  rickets  has,  in  some  places,  been 

serving,  that  when  children  have  been  distinguished  by  the  name  of  great  liver  ; 

long  smected  with  autumnal  intermit-  he  found  no  fault  in  the  magnitude, 

tents,  there  are  no  hopes  of  vanquishing  colour,  or  substance  of  the  spleen  ;  yet 

the  disease  till  the  abdomen  (especially  he  denies  not  that  it  migiit  happen 

that  part  of  it  near  the  spleen)  swells  otherwise  from  a  complication  of  rickets 

and  grows  hard;  the  (Ustemper  abating  with  other  diseases." — Van  SwietenU 

in  tne  same  degree  as  this  symptom  Commenfarief,  vol.  17,  pp.  339and367. 
manifests  Itself.    Nor  can  we,  perhaps,        Our   experience,   we   acknowledge, 

more  certainly  foretel  that  die  inter-  does  not  enable  us  to   say  to  what 

mittent  will  go  off  in  a  short  time,  than  extent  enlargement  of  the  liver,  and 

by  carefully  attending  to  the  swelling  more  or  less  prolonged  defect  or  vitia- 

of  the  abdomen  in  children,  and  to  that  tion  of  the  biliary  secretion  in  children, 

of  the  legs,  which  sometimes  happens,  derangine    and    impairing    the   pro- 

in  grown  persons."    "  The  swelling  of  cesses  of  infantile  digestion  and  nas* 

the  abdomen  which  happens  in  cnil-  matosis,  may  be  connected  with  tha 

dren  after  intermittents,  m  those  years  proximate  cause  and  early  phenomena 

wherein  tiie  constitution  of  the  air  has  of  rickets;  but  we  could  not  avoid  ob- 

a  tendency  to  produce  autumnal  inter-  serving^  dxom^  V!tA  VKAiuENoxX.  ^\  ^Qo^ 

MmUenta  epidemicaifyt  appears  to  the  two  mi  CSMA  ol  V)ci^  vc^i\^^  ^^  ^^(^ 
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paper,  in  which  great  enlargement  of  tion  wc  have  occasionally  paid,  as 
the  liver  was  present,  that  the  return  to  a  opportunity  offered,  to  the^  indisposi- 
more  healthy  size  of  that  viscus,  and  tions  and  disorders  of  children,  we  will 
improvement  of  the  general  condition  take  upon  us  to  observe  that  there  is  a 
of  each  individual,  and  marked  amend-  pretty  comprehensive  class  of  chronic 
ment  of  the  rickety  symptoms,  were  digestive  affections,  which  these  tender 
perfectly  simultaneous.  The  great  young  creatures  too  freouently  atifier 
Boerhaave,  it  is  true,  has  made  the  from,  the  pathology  of*wnich  is  still  a 
proximate  cause  of  rickets  to  consist  in  subject  but  imperfectly  understood,  and 
''a sluggish,  cold,  and  vapid  cacochymy,  the  treatment,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
together  with  a  loose  structure  or  the  uncertain  and  unsatisfactory.  ^  In  this 
solid  parts,"  which  obviously  ^ves  to  class  we  place  the  different  lesions  and 
the  affection  a  humoral  origin,  and  perversions  of  assimilation  and  nutri* 
places  its  entprimum  in  the  blood ;  and  tion  as  exhibited  in  the  respective 
in  this  respect  Boerhaave  is,  no  doubt,  manifestations  of  scrofula  of  the  vas- 
in  a  great  measure  correct ;  but  the  cular,  muscular,  and  osseous  structures, 
blood,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  is  We  coincide  in  opinion,  it  is  necessanr 
dependent  for  its  existence  and  its  to  observe,  with  some  authors  of 
continuous  healthy  condition  upon  the  creditable  authority,  who  consider  the 
combined  and  harmonious  operation  of  malady  of  rickets,  as  regards  the  soft- 
a  number  of  organs,  the  second  in  office  ncss  of  the  muscles  and  bones,  as 
and  importance  of  which  is  the  liver,  nothing  else  than  a  scrofulous  affection 
The  first  changes  wrought  upon  the  of  those  parts.  We  also  attribute  to  a 
food  by  the  vital  battery  (if  we  may  be  taint  of  tne  same  distemper  the  dn>p- 
allowed  such  a  term)  of  die^stion  and  sical  diseases  of  chronic  hydrocephalus 
sanguification  in  the  abdomen,  the  and  spina  bifida,  as  we  are  fully  con- 
chylopoietic  viscera  more  usually  de-  vincea  these  morbid  conditions  always 
nominated,  are  effected,  it  is  almost  originate  in  this  peculiar  diathesis  of 
unnecessary  to  observe,  by  the  offices  debility.  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  whose 
of  the  stomach;  the  second  by  that  of  name  wc  always  quote  with  pleasure, 
the  liver.  Is  it  unreasonable  to  sup-  has  recommended  the  best  measures, 
pose,  then,  that  if  this  latter  organ  dietetical  in  particular,  for  the  treat- 
should  become  diseased  or  defective  in  ment  of  scrofula  with  which  we  are 
function,  and  continue  so  for  any  conversant.  They  are,  we  conceive,  so 
lengthened  time  during  infancy,  the  correct  and  accordant  with  sound 
penod  of  most  tender  growth  and  con-  therapeutics,  that  we  will  venture  to 
formation  of  the  individual,  it  must  predict  no  future  experience,  founded 
effect  in  some  very  obvious  manner  the  on  right  observation,  will  ever  find 
process  of  assimilation  and  healthy  them  much  in  error.  It  is  the  fibrine 
organic  formation  throughout  the  en-  and  red  globules  of  the  blood  that  give 
tire  system?  Look  at  a  child  the  toit  the  power  and  means  of  sufficiently 
subject  of  slight  taint,  or  what  you  nourishing  our  organs,  and  of  developing 
might  consider  as  the  state  of  com-  and  supporting  good  health  and  roDust 
mencing  rickets.  Criticise  its  entire  strengtn  througnout  the  system.  Sir 
condition.  Does  it  not  bear  a  strong  Astley  having  rightly  noted  that  the 
resemblance,  in  many  points,  to  that  blood  of  scrofulous  individuals  was 
of  an  adult  whom  one  would  suspect  to  serous  and  attenuated,  and  deficient  in 
be  labouring  under  some  chronic  con-  those  important  constituents, prescribed 
cealed  affection  of  the  liver  ?  So  has  the  means  most  likely  to  obviate  such 
it,  in^fact,  not  unfrequently  struck  our  a  state,  and  better  its  condftion.  To 
observation.  At  all  events  we  are  a  child  labouring  under  scrofulous 
firmly  of  opinion  that  the  practitioner  debility  or  disease,  he  enjoined  the  use 
who  will  view  the  infantile  affection  of  animal  food  three  times  a  day, 
now  under  consideration  as  one  simply  namely,  at  breakfast,  lunch,  and  dinner, 
of  hepatic  disease,  with  more  or  less  and  the  last  of  these  meals  was  to  be 
aggravated  derangement  of  all  the  taken  at  3  o'clock  p.m.  ;  warm  clothinr, 
digestive  functions,  and  so  apply  his  with  frequent  exercise  in  the  open  av, 
remedies  judiciously  in  accordance,  will  when  wet,  damp,  or  very  cold  weather 
be  he  who  is  most  likely  to  benefit,  and  did  not  forbid ;  the  urging  of  the  ftine-' 
Jn  all  respects  improve,  the  condition  lions  ot  lYve  \\Ntt  «>xvd  dv^tive  canal 
ofjji's  patient     From  some  little  atten-  once  sl  vj eek  Vyj  vYvt  ^j^\\v\to«)Cvwk ^ ^ 
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d  Hltentivs  powder  of  calo-  He  hod  made  Irial  of  llie  extract  of  atre- 

Bwl  iBd  rhubarb.    Tfaii  ie,  we  truly  inoniiiin  and  extract  of  belladonna,  of 

believe,    the  bett    plan   of   treatment  theoxideofLismulh,  the  oxideof  iron, 

that  could  be  devised  for  counternc tine  and  ofthesulplialeofquinine,  and  some 

iadildboad,  or,  indeed,  at  any  period  other  remedial  ageiil^of  less  note,  wilh- 

.of  Ufe,  icrofiilooB  dialheaia,  or  tendency  out  bavins  experienced  any  permanent 

to  ineh*  Mate  in  the  economy,  and  for  benefit    When  he  consulted  us,  bis 

nvcntiiig  tiw  development  of  acrofu-  countenance  was  pale,  lean,  and  ani- 

laaa  ilbaetM   and   ulceration  locally,  ions ;  he  wae  thin  and  somewhat  irri- 

UsHf  a  aargieal  inrition,  sore,  and  table  and  nervous ;    his  system  gene- 

OCMriee^wiUMMfathNapeulicB  prevent  mlly   had    the    anpearance    of   being 

ftoB  iigiuing  the  otherwise  maxing  insufficiently  supplied  with  blood ;  the 

kutf Mmanyafeinalencck*.    There  pulse  was  rattier  Avquent   and   eon- 

u  aa  error,  in  our  opinion,  abroad,  of  tracted  (contracted,  we  mean,  as  to  the 

BO  little  nil  operation,  in   some   in-  circumference  of  its  vessel) ;  his  appe- 

itiiwn,  as  regnras  the  use  of  animal  tite  was  pretty  good;  the  bowels  were 

ibod.    With  a  great  many  individuals,  stated  to  be  regular,  and  his  sleep  un- 

BOtwittartanditw  what  the  advocates  of  disturbed.     In  the  course  of  our  in- 

ngelahla  and  laiinaceous  aliment  may  quiry  into  the  symptoms  of  this  case, 

■T  to  the  contrary,  this  article  of  diet  we  put  the  question  to  our  palient— 


fCatjonably  taken  too  sparingly,  When  do  you  generally  observe  the 
uM  ia  not  properly  timed.  The  pain  of  stomach  to  cease  f  "  Soon  after 
nee  oif  animiU  food  in  the  stomach     dinner,  towards  the  after  iiart  of  the 


at  tacarij  period  of  the  day,  acts,  with  day,"  he  replied.    How  often  have  you 

many  peiaons  of  peculiar  tempenLment  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  animal  K>od 

and  eonatilution,  not  only  as  an  effi-  in  the  day,  we  inquired  ?    "  Once," 

dent  maedf  in  soothing  and  allaying  he  replied, "  at  dinner."    What  do  you 

genonl  mitriiilitv,  and  vascular  over-  breakfast  upon  ?  was  our  next  inler- 

•edoB dependent  tneteon, but  italsoper-  rogatory.    " Bread-and-butter,  with  tea 

Ibfnstbepsrt  ofananodyneandagent  or  coffee,  and  sometimes  an  egg,"  was 

of  eorein  Tarions  dyspeptic  neuralgias  the  answer  we  received.    We  then  pre- 

and  inilalioiw.    Does  not  the  following  scribed  a  mutton-chop,  with  an  egg,  or 

bet,  wfaieh,  with    some   others   very  good  large  slice  of  nam  and  an  egg, 

aimilBr,  latu^  came  under  our  notice,  withhis  usual  tcaandbread-and-butler, 

eoRoboiBte    to    a    considerable    de-  for  breakfast ;  and  the  second  morning 

gree  thcK  observations  ?     A  young  after  taking  the  mutton-chop  as  pre- 

Bl  llllilteH    who    had    suflered   much  scribed,  the  young  gentleman,  to  his  no 

nan gtotrodynia,  accompanied  with  a  littledcUght,andtnc^trodynia, which 

feeHBg  a/ catdiac  distress  and  sense  of  had  been  the  baneof  his  comfort  for  years. 

waMag  at  the  |ut  of   the   stomach,  paried  compan}-,  and  have  never  since 

which  geoeially  came  on  between  10  renewed  accrual ntance.     When  we  lost 

and  II  M.M.  (•ometiraea  it  was   ex-  saw  this  patient,  more  than  two  years 

Dcriraeed  iminediately  on  getting  up,  from  tlie  time  we  had  prescribed  fur 

between  7  and  8)  and  continued  more  him,  he  still  continued  to  take  n  little 

n'  IcM  •ereie  until  between  2  and  3  animal  food  for  breakfast,  and  he  re- 

PJL,  hia  nloal  time  of  dining.     For  the  mained  free  from  the  pain.     What  was 

MR  of  tfcdi  gastrodynia,  \iy  tlic  advice  the  nature  of  this  gastrodynia,  then  ? 

sf  several  eminent  physicians,  be  had  Was  it  the  instinct  or  sensation  of  hun- 

bal  reeonise  to  a  variety  of  medicines.  §er,  idiosyncratic  and  morbid  in  this 

^ instance,  being  in  the  human  subject, 

■  Vhttrtrr  dkuuik  U  uiiy  be  in  the  {wrrr  but  similar  to  that  which  is  naturally 

'^^tphwicUnoTTOriteoHiiiiiTOt'i.'h*;'';!!  experienced   by    some    of   the    lower 

DsnitBMlrbeMiiihilp*nDroHoritieniD9i  curnivorous  animus,  the  beasts  of  prey. 


■  bCHtlfU  iTOinui  Khrn 


and  wliich  urges  them  so  ferociously  in 
imnnuiwiim  quest  of  flesh,  which  no  other  sort  of 
iUf,  iboiii  uw    food  has  the  property  to  allay*.     We 

wDtntlUKM,  llw  ■oftnai,         _      _^_ . ^__ 

„, »■  mtell,  tbe  vuiMy  of  Ihe 

■4K»,«kklii*uite(finthc«Bille«>uKcllie  •'■|n'lhECDDnpoflhiitrHtJ*«iiv)tui1lhavefre- 
■■(iBke  dicdlftil  man  tUough  which  the  quenlocculon  (o  mDu-k,  tlultbciUwiiMdaiue 
■Mir  n'  •Wa 'giddily,  oiAout  knowinc  orMimxanintliehniuftDbodyiitbephyilakiicinl 
•ta>  in<a.  ATsMMwrlKi  WTiML"— PjUho-  Or  itrotfity  Fontlitign  Of  tht  nm^  oixm in OAlvt 
/Aw/  «/«/  jinimiiJj.— ^nrfrn/'i  PaMalogJrnt  Amia»»l>,vA.\. 
ingrfli,"   Traiulaliun  bf  Dn.Tottmnili^<a. 
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conid  adduce  other  instancefi,  if  neces-  we  publiBhed  a  short  paper  in  the 
siiry,  equally  illustrative  of  the  good  Medical  Gazette,  m  which  we  pointed 
efiects  of  a  little  solid  animal  food  out  the  existence,  and  described  the 
being  presented  to  the  stomach  at  the  characters,  of  a  murmur  or  sound  ac- 
rooming  repast,  or  at  a  less  early  hour  companying  the  cerebral  ciroQlation  in 
of  the  day,  in  raising  the  system  from  a  certain  conditions  of  cerebral  disease 
state  of  ill  health  and  debility,  and  con-  in  children.  We  took  occasion  then 
ferring  upon  it  the  inestimable  bless-  to  state  that  we  thought  sach  auscoltie 
ings  of  good  health  and  strength.  It  phenomenon,  when  present  in  the  head, 
is  only,  we  will  here  remark,  the  un«  mighteitherbereceivedas&premonitory 
healthy  and  infirm  that  ought  properly  symptom  of  chronic  hydroeephalus,  or 
to  be  accounted  poor.  as  a  diagnostic  sign  of  toe  actual 
The  health  of  the  honest  peasant,  or  existence  of  the  disease  in  its  most  in- 
labourcr  of  any  description,  is  his  cipient  state.  This  murmnr  wiis  pre- 
wealth,  and  the  happiest  wealth  or  sent,  as  we  have  seen,  in  variiNis  fai- 
capital,  too,  in  all  respects,  which  he  can  tensily,  in  all  the  four  cases  whkli 
possess.  With  none  other  certainly  does  form  the  subiect  of  this  paper,  and  we 
tie  embark  so  cheerfully  in  the  business  still  rest  in  the  opinion  we  took  up  oa 
of  existence,  and  enjoy  with  such  fulness  first  observing  it,  that  it  is  idwayt  COD- 
thc  fruits  of  his  exertions,  or,  when  comitant  with,  and  produced  by,  •  mor- 
thcy  chance  to  come,  the  bounties  of  bid  action  of  the  vessels  of  the  bmin, 
fortune.  With  none  other  can  he  con-  which  precedes  and  accompanies  moie 
tribute  to  the  continuance  of  the  con-  or  less  dropsical  effusion  in  that  organ, 
stitution  and  vigour  of  society,  in  the  As  the  phenomenon  is  undoubtedly  one 
renewal  of  the  youth  and  bloom  of  of  some  little  interest  *and  diagnostic 
population,  by  raising  up  around  him  novelty  in  the  cerebral  patholocT  of 
oflspring  and  issue  ruddy  with  life  and  children,  we  would  wilungiy  direct 
the  light  of  youthful  health— the /iiiw^H  the  attention  of  other  observers  to  it, 
purpureum  Juventa  —  such  objects  as  in  hopes  that  it  may  be  found  of  some 
his  heart  always  owns  and  exults  in,  utility  in  indicating  the  best  mode  of 
and  his  bosom  fondly  cherishes;  and  treatment  in  the  earliest  staffe  of 
through  which  thus,  by  the  divinity  of  chronic  hydrocephalus.  Fine  though 
parental  affection,  transmutes,  it  might  it  be  "  that  nothing  lives  'twixt  it  and 
ue  said,  by  a  beautiful  alchymy  in  the  silence,''  we  take  some  little  credit  to 
moral  economy  of  humble  life,  the  la-  ourselves  for  having  been  the  firat  in 
bourer's  daily  industry  and  toil  into  a  this  country  to  observe  and  describe 
daily  hymn  of  silent  happiness  and  con-  this  sound,  and  auscultic  sign  of  dis- 
tent, not  less  acceptable  and  grateful  to  ease,  in  the  encephala  of  children* 
the  Creator  than  are  the  most  loud  and  Shortly  after  the  puulication  of  our  de^ 
lengthened  orisons  of  the  more  in-  scription  of  the  phenomenon  in  the 
dolent  and  inactive,  yet  dutiful  and  holy  Medical  Gazette,  one  of  the  medical 
saint.  But  to  return  for  a  little  to  the  reviews*  disputed  our  claim  to  ori- 
more  immediate  subject  of  our  paper.  ginality  in  its  observance,  by  the  state- 
In  looking  over  the  observations  of  ment  that  we  had  been  preceded  in  Uie 
the  great  surgeon,  Cooper,  upon  the  matter  by  an  American  physician.  We 
malady  of  ricKcts,  we  find  ttiat  he  do  not  doubt  the  truth  of^this  statement 
places  the  proximate  cause  of  that  dis-  of  the  Review,  but  we  have  not  yet 
ease  in  the  mesenteric  glands,  and  thus  seen,  let  us  mention,  a  description  of 
identifies  in  a  ^at  degree  tabes  the  phenomenon  by  other  pen  than  our 
metenterica  with  rickets,  although  the  own.  We  might  extend  our  observa- 
afiectionsareunquestionably,  we  think,  tions  here  much  further,  but  this 
distinct  both  in  their  origins  and  paper  has  already,  we  perceive,  grown 
symptoms  generally.  In  none  of  the  to  some  considerable  length, 
cases  we  have  described  in  this  i)aper  4*  sackvUie  Street, 
could  we  detect  any  enlargement  of  the  May  10th,  is43. 
glands  of  the  mesentery,  or  any  tender- 


ness on  pressure  of  the  abdomen  over       *  The  BritUh  and  Foreign  Medical  Qnarteity, 

these  vessels.  Tabes  mesetUeriea  in  the    ^^  ***"*' 

infant  is  more  allied  perhaps  to  the  

affection  of  atrophy  in  the  adult,  than 
to  rickets. 

Some  time  in  the  utitumn  of  1837, 
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OONTlBr UATIOK  taking  a  course  of  about  half  an  inch 

OP  TUB  through  the  coats  of  the  bowel,  which 

CASE    OF    ILEUS  7^^  much  thickened  b;r  deposits  of 

'  lymph.    Near  this  opening  on  the  se- 

BffconM  in  Me  Mbd.  Gac.  Jbr  April  28.  rous  surface  was  a  conical  deposit  of 

^^^^  the  base  of  which  on  the  mucous  sur- 

_  _      ,         ^    .        .  face  there  was  a  cicatrix. 

Mat  l8t.~Dunng  the  past  month  he    — .« 

loose^  and  yellow;  but  the  extreme  TRACHEA, 

emaciation  had  continued.  — 

4th.— It  is  sUted  that  for  the  last  To  the  BdUorqftke  Medical  Gaiette. 

two  or  three  days  he  has  eaten  but  gn^ 

Httle,  that  he  felt  a  pain  yesterday  on  ' 

the  right  side.    He  now  complains  of  Should  the  fdHowiag  case  be  deemed 

griping   pains   below  the   umbilicus,  sufficiently  interesting  to  your  nume- 

wnere  the  abdomen  is  swollen  and  fous  readers,  you  wul  obli^  me  by 

tympanitic.    Pressure  on  the  riglit  side  inserting  it  in  your  raluable  journal, 

between  the  ribs  and  crest  of  the  ilium  I  am,  sir, 

giFes  pain.   The  pulse  small  and  weak ;  Your  obedient  servant, 

eztremitiea  cold;  perspiration  on  the  J.  H.  Stallard, 

Usee;  tongue,  far  back,  rather  coated.  New  street,  Wceater,                 M.R.C.S.L. 

Sick  once.  ^^^  ^  ****• 

a^   •  t-A  v         o                    -*       J  Martha  Butler,  a»t.  40,  married,  was 

^H^il"  5STi^^°7  ■oon rrtumed.  admitted  into  the  Receiving  wiid  of 

H  HaasL  Rhd  et  Mag.  Carb.  stat.  gum.  ^y^^  Leicester  Workhouse,  on  Tuesday, 

10  P.M.— No   evacuation  from   the  April  25,  1843.     She  was  in  a  most 

bowels ;  griping  pain  in  the  abdomen  destitute  and  dirty  state,  and  was  la- 

eontinnes.  bouring  under  symptoms  of  bronchitis. 

Ad».  Enema  Sap. ;  n^umed.  ""Jl!^.^°    K  ^  P^^".^!il^w"!;*'' 

9L  Ol.  Ridni,  5«/3tiia.hor.  sum.  exammation;  but    she  stated  that  for 

^                  *'  a  long  time  past  she  had  been  asthma* 

5th.— No  evacuation  from  the  l)owels;  tical,  and  had  had  a  very  bad  cough, 

nausea  i  pain  over  the  whole  abdomen,  but  that  this  cough  had  been  much  ag- 

wbich    he  dreads  to  have    touched  j  gravated  by  privations  and  exposure, 

laborious  thoracic  breathing.    No  wish  She  was  ordered  to  take  the  following 

to  live.^  draught  every  four  hours  :— 

He  died  at  6  P.K.  p,   Syr.  Papav.  Albi,  Tr.  SdllB,  aa.  3si. ; 

Po8t-4mortem  appearances.  Liq*  Ammon.  Aoet.  5iij.;  Miit.  Am- 

Tke  eantanUofthe  ftort^/i.-Upwards  moniad,  S-    M.  ft  hauat. 

of  two  quarts  of  a  brown  fluid,  with  April  28th. — During  the   last  few 

eaator-oit  were  found  in  the  cavity  of  days  she  has  been  much  better ;  her 

the  abdomen.     The  convolutions  of  cough  is  not  so  violent,  nor  her  dysp* 

the  small  intestines,  just  below  the  um-  noea  so  urgent. 

biHcns,  were  much  twisted. and  matted  29th.— She  went  to  bed  as  usual  last 

together,  so  as  sufficiently  to  account  night,  but  awoke  about  eleven  o'clock, 

for  the  strangulation  of  the  bowels.  On  and  had  a  violent  paroxvsm  of  cough- 

the  mucous  surfoce  the  canal  in  two  ing,  which  continued  for  upwards  of 

places  was  so  contracted  and  blocked  an  hour.    She  then  got  out  of  bed,  and 

Dp  l^  adhesions  as  scarcely  to  admit  the  whilst  sitting  by  the  side  of  the  bed 

passage  of  a  probe.    A  portion  of  the  died  before  any  assistance  could  be 

jejunum  was  greatly  distended,  with  a  obtained. 

diameter  of  at  least  tliree  inches,  and  Sectio  cadaverii  «36  hours  after  death. 

lav  in  front  of  the  ascending  colon,  —  The    lungs   were    emphysematous. 

wnich  was  closely  contracted.    In  this  The  smaller  oronchi  were  healthy,  but 

distended  portion,  between  the  ribs  and  the  right  and  left  divisions  were  highly 

eicst  of  the  ilium,  there  was  an  opening  congested.    In  Uve  tny^ViSA.  ^«&  VsvoA 

--  -  MoScieDt  to  aimit  a  probe,  and  aIoosebod7ot«^'^\^^\^^c^AX}st^<^^S^)Rs*QX 
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the  size  of  an  almond,  and  having  a  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 
pedicle  ahout  three-quarters  of  an  inch 

long.    The  trachea  at  its  lower  part  Friday,  May  18, 1843. 
was  much  congested,  and  about  an  ^_^ 
inch  and  a  half  below  the  cricoid  car- 
tilage, on   the  left  side,  the   mucous  •«  Licet  omnflmi,  licet  etUm  mihl,  dijcnHitM 

membrane  was  considerably  thickened  ^J^,  ^*-«ff  i?"'*i,^T^  r^/!!!!!!?*«*" 

and  inflamed.     About  half  an  inch  be-  P-bUcum  .it,  dicendi  periculum  non  re«jj«.«^ 

low  the  cricoid  cartilage,  at  the  anterior '  

part,  were  the  remains  of  the  pedicle  of 

the  polypus ;  and  above  this  point  the  LUNATIC  ASYLUMS. 

i^^'I^^^S  riaS^nd  Nodep^mentofthepn^ticeofphyric 

contracted.     The  liver  on  the  whole  <»ni  boast  so  great  a  progress  within 

larger  than  usual ;  it  consisted  of  twelve  the  last  few  years  as  the  treatment  of 

or  fourteen  lobes,  varying  in  size  from  insanity ;  and  it  is  with  a  particular 

a  nut  to  a  large  orange;  the  larger  ^^^        therefore,  that  we  ever  and 

ones,  three  in  number,  corresponding  f'^«"*«=»  "»c»«j*«*»;i  «'«»»'  ^^  t»^.  €»u« 

with  the  right  and  left  lobes  and  the  anon  comment  on  the  reports  of  our 

lobulus  quadratus :  in  structure  it  ap-  great  lunatic  asylums,  as  they  issue 

peared   healthy.      The  kidneys   and  from  the  press.    It  is  true  that,  as  &r 

t^rtnJnnt  IfZ  ^"^^     '^^^^  ""^^  "  rcgards  the  medical  part  of  the  treat- 

was  carcinomatous.  ®  ,     .                  *         .          . 

ment,  the  improvement  consists  rather 

Remarks.— When  the  patient  was  in  the  abolition  of  the  false  than  in 

admitted,  I  saw  no  reason  why  a  fe-  ^y^^  establishment  of  the  true.     The 

Tourable    prognosis  should  be  vnth-  ,,.,,.            ,         .^.         -  , 

held,  knowing  how  much  the  comforts,  stated  bleedings  and  vomitings  of  the 

cleanliness,  and  dietetics  of  the  work-  last  generation  have  disappeared,  like 

house,    usually  accomnlish   in   these  the  scourgings  and  the  hellebore  of 

^u^^'A  ^?^  surprised,  therefore,  at  ^^^Ltr  times,  and  have  left  no  fixed 

the  sudden  tenmnation  in  death,  and  ..      ^              j  ^i.          mi.       i_ 

was  anxious  to  obtain  further  infonna-  Practice  to  succeed  them.    The  phy- 

tion  as  to  iu  cause.    Polypoid  tumors  sician  prescribes  for  the  symptoms  as 

in  the  trachea,  so  far  as  1  have  read  they  arise ,  he  gives  carthartics  to  the 

and  seen,  are  exceedingly  rare.     M.  constipated,  and  morphia  to  the  rest- 

Andral  states,  that  hypertrophy  of  the  ,       »    .  .l       .        ^                        .^ 

mucous  membrane  miy  be  confined  to  ^^»'  ^"'  ^^^""^  ^«  ^^  longer  any  specific 

a  circumscribed  spot,  and  produce  there  ^or  madness.    Neither  the  Anticyra  of 

a  tumor  projecting  more  or  less  above  the  ancients,  nor  "  the  dark  house  and 

the  level  ofthe  surrounding  membrane;  ^hip"  of  Shakspe  are's  age,  will  cure 

but,  he  continues,  they    have    been  ^u    j-               u  f     /i  •           vi  ^     *. 

oftener  met  with  in  the  larynx  than  in  ^^^  ^"^^^ '  "^^^^  '^''^  "* ""  P^^*'^^"  ^^^ 

any  other  partof  the  air-passage.  (Trans-  to  be  solved.    But  it  is  some  satisfac- 

lated  Pattiology,  p.  4/2.)     I  was  at  tion,  at  any  rate,  to  find,  in  Thomas 

first  inclined  to  doubt  its  origin  from  Carlyle's  language,  that  old  false  for- 

the  tracheal  mucous  membrane,  but  the  i             .         i«^  ;«*^  ^««*«„^#:-.« 

remains  of  the  pedicle,  and  th^  thick-  '""^^  ""'%  ^^^'"P^f  *°*°  des^ction; 

ening  of  that  part  of  the  membrane  the  ground  which  they  occupied,  though 

against  which  the  tumor  would  rest,  now  bare  and  desolate,  may  yet  serve 

left  no  doubt  on  this  point,  and  the  as  a  foundation  for  truth. 

3^*^bv  Ai^'^lw''  ^^^P""^  P"^-  In  the  mechanical  and  moral  trcat- 

babiy    by  the  violent  coughing,  was  ^             ,       ,           ^   .  j      •« 

the  cause  of  the  sudden  death.  ™*"^  ^^^  "as  been  effected.     For, 

besides  the  abolition  of  chains  and 
strait-waistcoats,  which  may  be  con- 

__^  sidered  as  merely  negative  improve- 
ments, abstaining  from  bad  rather  thaa 
introducing  of  good, — farm-work  and 
manual    Invde*,   \j%oVs,  rnvMA^,  wA. 
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various  games,  fonn  part  of  the  system    sion,  he  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to 
in  well-regulated  madhouses.  remain  at  large,  but  ought  instantly  to 

Perhaps   some    fortunate   reasoner    ^P^«d  under  treatment  and  control." 
may   succeed   in   curing   the    erring       This  is  a  sweeping  clause  indeed! 
mind  by  a  direct  method,  correcting    "  If  we  shut  up  every  woman  who 
the  hallucinations  of  one  sense  by  the    changes  her  mind  every  minute,"  says 
eTidence  of  the  rest;  till  this  happy    I^r*  Smith,  in  the  novel  of ' Discipline,' 
era  arrives,  the  physician  must  content    "  who  is  to  make  our  shirts  and  pud- 
hifflself  with  an  indirect  one.     The    dings  ?*'    And  if  we  desire  to  shut  up 
mind  of  the  lunatic  must  be  withdrawn    ^^  who  are  included  in  Dr.  Hutcheson's 
from  its  favourite  contemplations  by    comprehensive  schedule,  who  will  build 
the  allurement  of  other  and  safer  ob-    asylums  enough  ?    Not   the   men  of 
jects.     An   asylum   may    be   advan-    Glasgow,  assuredly;  for  they  are  too 
tageonsly  turned  into  a  school,  where    tardy  in  subscribing  for  a  single  one. 
the  inmates  are  withheld  from  the  airy    Whole  classes   of  religionists,   if  we 
nothings  of  their  imagination ;  and  as    mistake  not,  imagine  themselves  fa* 
they  advance  in  arithmetic,  geometry,    voured    with   revelations,  and  would 
or  languages,    they   will    forget   the    demand   towns   metamorphosed   into 
sprites  who  tormented  them  in  their    asylums  for  their  reception.    Authors 
Jgnorance.    In  the  last  annual  report    against   whom   Paternoster- Row  con- 
of  the  Glasgow  Asylum  (from  which    spires,  and  householders  constantly  ill 
we  gave  an  extract  a  few  weeks  ago)    treated  by  their  ungrateful  servants, 
it  appears  that  printing  has  been  lately    might  swell  the  crowd,  and  embarrass 
added  to  the  previous  employments  of    ^^c  mad-doctors  with  a  superfluity  of 
the  patiente.    The  first  product  of  this    employment. 

press  was  a  periodical,  which  went  on  The  fact  is,  that  Dr.  Hutcheson  has 
vigorously  for  ten  weeks,  when  it  got  into  this  scrape  from  an  unwilling- 
dropped,  from  the  discharge  of  some  of  "css  to  concede  that  monomaniacs  are 
its  contributors.  Since  then  the  press  amenable  to  the  criminal  law.  If  we 
faasbeen  busied  with  other  matters;  and  once  allow  that  the  distemperature  of 
Dr.  Hutcheson,  the  reporter,  antici-  Macnaughten's  mind,  for  example,  ren- 
pates  that  it  will  not  lack  occupation  dered  him  an  irresponsible  being,  and 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  made  a  cell  in  Bethlem  his  extreme 

The  boldest  proposition  which  he  punishment,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
makes,  and  in  which  it  is  difficult,  or  shut  up  these  possible  criminals  by  the 
rather  impossible,  to  agree  with  him,  is,  thousand.  But  if  we  admit  this  dan- 
that  every  one  labouring  under  hallu-  gcrous  plea  in  those  cases  alone  where 
cinations  must  be  locked  up,  whether  the  maniac  is  so  mad  that  he  cannot 
mischievous  or  not.  8^c  the  link  between  nmrder  and  the 

"  When  an  individual  imagines  him-  ^^^^*'  ^^^^^  q^'c'  lunatics  will  remain 
self  to  be  a  supernatural  being,  to  be  at  large,  and  society  will  be  satisfied  to 
favoured  with  divine  revelations,  to  be    trust  to  the  law  for  security.    Mono- 

^"^^^m^  ^"^  T^J^!?  grievances  to    maniacs,  in  short,  will  yield  to  social 

liaTe  sufiered  or  to  be  threatened  with     ,.    .  ,.       v    i    j V    xt 

ii«nry,  to  be  conspired  against,  or  to  be    disciplme,  backed  by  Newgate  and  the 

poisoned,  he  is  dangerous  to  the  lieges;    gallows,  just  as  they  submit  to  asylum 

and,  however  calm  he  may  seem,  how-    discipline,  backed    by    the    belt,  the 

!!SJS?\^®  °'*'^  *PPT  .^  ^5  "^  ^^^^''    glo^-es,  or  a  dark  cell.    But  still  some 
■otgects,  however  careful  and  prudent,    ^-  „     r  j  'n  u    i  aq    xt 

however  acute  he  may  be  in  business;    P^'^'^"  ^^  ^*^"«^  ^'"  ^  ^^^^*     ^^ 

atakiWulin  the  exercise  of  his  profcs-    doubt  o£  \l.   '^^\VYv«t  Xa.'v  wot  ^s.\»Na\sx 
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authorises  us  to  guard  against  every  Europe.    It  certainly  is  not  the  wi^  to 

possibility  of  danger ;  it  is  urgent  and  make  kings  abUmetif  which,  according 

immediate  danger  alone  which  would  to  Mr.  Carlyle,  they  are  etymologically, 

justify  us  in  imprisoning  a  myriad  of  and  should  be  really.    Of  these  xe- 

eccentric    fellow-sul^ects.     But    the  peated  intermarriages  Dr.  Hutcheson 

juries  must  do  their  duty.    It  was  said  goes  so  far  as  to  say,  that  "imbecility, 

by  Burke  that  trial  by  jury  was  the  or  idiocy,  is  the  ordinary  result ;   but 

soul  of  our  consti^tion,  and  that  the  positive  madness  is  not  an  unfreqnent 

object  of  all  law  and  government  was  occurrence." 

to  bring  twelve  honest  men  into  a  jury-       He  thinks  that  physical  and  moral 
box— on  the  supposition,  however,  we  education  might  be  so  managed  as  to 
would  add,  that  the  twelve  honest  men  be  a  powerful  preventive  of  insanity ; 
aim   at    the    real,   and    despise    the  and  no  doubt  he  is  in  the  right.    But 
fentas^ic.  Not  a  week  has  elapsed  since  when  he  adds  that  this  requires  no 
a  jury  acquitted  the  mischievous  lad  sacrifice  of  the  passions  and  prejudices 
who  snapped  a  pistol  at  the  clergyman  of  mankind,  we  believe  that  few  will 
officiating  in  St.  Paul's.    The  alleged  agree  with  him.    We  rather  side  with 
motive  of  the  culprit  was  his  indigna-  what  he  says  further  on,  that  the  tqsk 
tion  at  hearing  a  usurper  prayed  for  which  he  proposes  is  difficult  in  the 
instead  of  James  Stuart ;  so  that  he  extreme,  but  that  the  issue  will  reward 
would  seem  not  to  have  been  in  pos-  the   labour.     Among  the  minor  and 
session  of  his  senses,  and  according  to  more  obvious  duties  of  him  who  en- 
different  theories,  might  have  been  a  deavours  to  give  a  sound  mind  to  the 
fit  tenant  for  Newgate   or  Bethlem.  children  of  parents  who  are  nearly  or 
The  former  would  have  been  the  better  quite  insane,  will  be  a  judicious  absti- 
altemadve  for  society ;  but  even  the  nence  from  over-instruction.    For  the 
latter  would  have  been  far  preferable  first  seven  years  of  life,  at  least,  the 
to  the  total  impunity  which  the  pri-  hours  of  study  should  be  few  and  far 
soncr  enjoyed  by  a  simple  verdict  of  between  ;  and  we  would  add,  that  when 
acquittal.  the  years  for  real  study  have  come  on. 
The  influence  of  hereditary  predis-  the  exact  sciences  should  form  a  con- 
position  in  producing  madness  is  evi-  siderable  portion  of  the  child's  edaca- 
dently  considerable ;  and  is  proved  not  tion.     In  the  records  of  an  asylum 
only  by  common  observation,  but  by  the  where  poets  and  artists  abounded,  Pinel 
records  of  lunatic  asylums.    But  what  could  not  find  a  single  geometer, 
is  the  influence  of  marriages  between        Intemperance    and   want   are    fire- 
relations,  without  hereditary  predispo-  quent    causes   of   insanity ;    and    at 
gition  ?  The  general  belief  is,  that  they  Glasgow  they  are  unfortunately  both 
are  likely  to  produce  imbecility  in  the  on  the  increase.  Want  produces  despair, 
children ;  but  whether  this  belief  rests  and  despair  seeks  a  temporary  consola- 
on  a  sufficient  number  of  facts  we  tion  in  drinking.    Religious  terrors  are 
know  not    It  is,  at  any  rate,  probable  another  common  source  of  madness ; 
that  repeated  intermarriages  between  and    the    intrusionist   question,    half 
blood  relations,  or  breeding  in  and  in,  shared  between  religion  and  politics, 
as  the  graziers  call  it,  will  cause  a  has  of  late  produced  a  good  many  cases 
speedy  degeneracy  of  mind  and  body ;  at  Glasgow. 

and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  political       In  some  cases  the  state  of  the  pa 

considerations  make  this  practice  so  tients  admitted  had  been  made  worse 

general  among  the  sovereign  houses  of  by  bleeding,  which  U  «Ull  \K)pularly 
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•uppoted  to  be  a   prime  remedy   in  making  thia  communication  was  to  bring 

manwi  and  a  yet  more  frequent  error  ?"1^',^,"'.°^  of  the  Society  the  resulu 

•    ^1.       «  «  ^  1         •■.  .      -ji  he  had  obtained,  as  m  his  jadgment  impor- 

u  the  abitae  of  drasUcs,  low  diet,  and  tant  to  be  made  genendlj  known  with  a 

tartar  emetic.  view  to  farther  and  more  extended  trials  by 

Thia  report,  which  is  bencTolent  in  other  practitioners,  more  csiiecially  at  this 

...  «  >    -I.  «  •^  moment,  when  there  was  some  prospect  of 

lU  tone,  and  jndicious  m  many  of  its  ,  „^  ^j^^^  ^f  ^^^  Lo^^„  PhamacipcMa, 

anggestions,  has  conlinned  us  in  the  upon  which  he  understood  a  Committee  of 

opinion  which  we  offered  some  years  the  Royal  CoUege  was  actually  engaged. 

>  .u  A  .v  1      «.  :   u  I :  ^°^  author  then  gave  details  of  eighteen 

Since,  that  the  more  opulent  mhabi-  ^^^  ^^^  ^  much  larger  number,  in  which 

tanta  of  Glasgow  are  so  sluggish   in  he  had  given  trial  to  the  new  remedy  with 

their  subscriptions,  that  to  relieve  the  satUfactory  results. 

^:^^,„  ^f  :t„  ^^^,  «    ««*«  «K„..i J   I «        These  trials  included  coses  of  acuU;  and 

misery  or  its  poor  a  rate  slioula  be  ^i.^  .     ..^ .    .  .  ^^ ^#  u  *i 

'  '^  cbrouic  disease,  m,  ])ersons  of  botli  sexes, 

levied  on  the  town.     Tlic  asylum  now  and  iMsrsons  of  very  various  ages.     The 

bailding  cannot,  it  seems,  be  completed  number  of  cases  detailed,  although  neces- 

at  present  to  contain  (WO  pnlienU,  but  fT'  ">  •"^t""*'"''  the  cWm«  adyanccd  by 
^                                          *              til*"®  "'ithor  m  favour  of  the  new  narcotic, 

must  be  opened  when  ready  to  hold  ^as  yet  such  as  to  preclude  any  analysis  of 

350;  though  the  sum  required  for  the  them  in  this  place. 

laiger  number  would  have  been  by  no  ,,  ^\  ^."  ^  sufficient  to  say  generally,  that 

rru      A-      i,  •  *"®  indications  for  its  use  in  these  cases  ap- 

means  enormous.     Ihe  directors,  m-  jiear  to  have  been  more  especiaUy  to  relieve 

deed,  boast  of  their  economy,  and  con-  neuralgic  pain ;    to  relieve    irritation  and 

tiast  their  expenditure  with   that   in-  "pasmaof  chronic  bronchitis,  of  rheumatism, 

.   .      .    .^,.        ■        ^*  1  &c. ;  and  to  subdue  sleeplessness  or  dis- 

cnrred  in  building  lunatic  asylums  in  ^^y,^  ^^  ^^^  whatever  cause,  if  not 

Ireland,  where  the  cost  has  been  greater,  arising  from  inflammation  in  the  head.    The 

though  the  wages  of  labour  arc  less.  author  found  the  remedy  highly  useful  in 

checking  cough  in  phthisis,  and  cramp  and 

~  irritation  in  the  limbs,  &c.  in  rheumatism, 

KOYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL  without  any  interference  with  the  digcsUve 

S  n  n  F  T  Y  processes,  or  intestinal  action  or  secretions, 

*  yet  with  an  anodyne  and  hypnotic  effect  not 

May  9,  IS^  [g^g  uniform  than  that  of  opium.     He  gave 

Tm  PaasiDaNT  in  the  Chair.  a  trial  also  in  several  cases  of  low  fever, 

characterized  by  spots,  tremors,  and  deli- 

Qtosftw/fawsw  the  Medicinal  Proper  ties  qf  rfous  restlessness,  and  with  very  good  ef- 

MdlgmNemp,    By  John  Clbndinning,  fccts;  it  repressed  delirium  and  conciliated 

M.D.  F.R.S.  repose,   and  thus  secured  that  tranquillity 

Tbb  Bntbor  commenced  his  paper  with  ge-  and  refreshment  the  pro])cr  effects  of  sleep. 

Bcnl  observations  on   the  importance    of  He  reported  also  some  instances  of  success- 

narootics,  but  especially  of  opium,  in  the  ful  use  of  hemp  extract,  as  a  pure  anodyne 

tnatment  of  disease.     After  having  referred  to  secure  sleep,  by  suppressing  pain,  arising 

to  nnmeroiis  examples  of  the  successful  use  in  one  case  from  a  cut,  in  another  from  a 

of  opium  in  acute  and  chronic  disease,  he  violent  purgative,  and  in  a  third  from  rheu- 

adTerted  to  the  inconvenience  occasionally  matic  irritation  of  the  meninges. 
attending  the  employment  of  opiates,  espe-        The  author  concluded   Ids  paper  by  a 

dally  to  the  derangement  of  the  stomach  rettumi  of  the  objects  of  his  trials,  and  the 

and  bowds  and  kidneys,  and  the  vertiginous  results  and  conclusions  be  bad  attained. 
and  other  painful  conditions  of  the  nervous        He  stated  that  bis  experience  bad  satisfied 

system  they  so  frequently    pro<luce.      He  him  that  the  hemp  extract  was  possessed  of 

then  stated  that,  in  his  experience,   those  medicinal    properties  sufficiently  energetic 

inoonYenient  effects  had  occurred  so  frc-  and  urifurm  to  entitle  it  to  admission  into 

qnently,  and  been  found  in  many  copies  so  our   national   Pknmiaeopoeia  amongst  our 

ffificalt  to  obviate,   without  the  abandon-  most  useful  narcotics ;  and  that  as  a  substi- 

nent  of  the  use  of  a  class  of  remedies  of  the  tute  for  opium,  especially  in  cases  for  which 

utmost  importance  in  a  large  number  and  that  drug  was  unsuitcd,  owing  to  idiosyn- 

▼ariety  of  diseases,  that  he  had  been  recently  crasy ,  or  to  the  presence  of  active  indigestion, 

Induced  to  make  trial  of  the  extract  of  hemp,  or  the  nervous  temperament,  he  had  found 

TBOommended  by   Dr.   O'Shaughnessy,   of  reason  to  place  much    confidence  in  the 

Csleatts,  as  a  substitute  for  opium  in  nu-  extract,  and  to  Te|3a^\\.«&«.  x«Bv<t^^  ^:is^^- 

instances.     The  author's  object  in  iug  in  valYie  \)ba\.  ol  «xi^  ot^kKX'OAX^Rb^^^K 
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combination  of  narcotics,  with  which  he  was  was  treated  in  the  same  way,  md  the  tett 

acquainted.  showed  that  grape  sugar  was  present  m  H 

also.      The    urine   passed    between  thiee 

...  hours  before  the  bleeding,  and  nine  boais 

On  the  Bemoval  of  Blmdne99  dependtng  after,  was  fire  pints,  specific  gntrity, -1031,5, 

uptm  Pahyofthe  frit.    By  Alexander  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  j,y  ^^  .^^  SJethod  the 

Ure,    Esq.       [Communicated    by    the  j^^j^  ^„^  became  blue,  and  then  a  Tory 

President.]  large  precipitate  formed,  wbidi  was  at  fint 

The  author  described  the  case  of  a  female  bright  yeUow,  and  after  some  hows  became 

patient,  who  had  come  under  his  care  at  the  dark  green. 

Western  Eye  Dispensary,  in  oonseouence  of        Uric  acid  alone  does  not  form  the  elear 

having  been  suddenly  attacked  with  bUndnesa  blue  solution,  although,  when  bo&Ied  with  the 

in  cmeeye.    The  pupil  was  dUated  and  im-  potash  and  sulphate  of  copper,  U  will  pro- 

moTcable,  and  she  was  whdly  unable  to  dis-  duce  the  same  cc^oured  predpitate  as  the 

tingoish  li^  from  darkness.    Judging  the  grape  sugar  docs, 
to  be  one  of  idiopathic  palsy  of  the  iris, 


the  anthor  proceeded  at  once  to  employ  the  BIOGRAPHICAL    NOTICE    OF   THE 
method  of  cauterizing  the  circumference  of  LATE  T.  FAWDINGTON,  ESQ. 

ration  of  sight.     H  e  pointed  attention  to  the 

importance  of  discriminating  accurately  be-  Died,  on  the  21  st  ultimo,  at  Manchester, 

tween  palsy  of  the  iris  and  amaurosis ;  since  Thomas  Fawdington,  Esq.  in  the  48th  year 

the  treatment  which  is  so  efficacious  in  the  one  of  his  age.     ' 

would  be  no  less  improper  than  useless  in        The  loss  of  this  eicellent  surgeon  and 

the  other.  ^™^y  upright  man  will  long  be  felt  by  those 

■  who  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  his  society  and 

_     ,     «         ...„.-.    T>-  r  i        i>  friendship.     Possessed  of  an  untiring  aesl 

On  the  Sufar  in  the  Blood  tn  Dtabetee.    By  ^ ^  ^y^^  advancement  of  his  profession,  whose 

•Dr.  Bence  Jones.  resources  on  several  occasions  he  contributed 

The  very  delicate  test  for  grape  sugar  very  materially  to  extend,  he  was  no  leas  ^ 

which  was  communicated  to  the  Academy  of  tinguished  amongst  his  brother  practitioner! 

Sciences  in  Berlin,  in  1841,  by  Professor  for  the  unflinching  honour  and  integrity 

Mitscherlich,   as    the  discovery    of    Herr  which    ever    characterized   his  intercourse 

■Trommer,  was  applied  by  him  without  sue-  with  them  and  the  public  at  large.     He  had 

cess  to  the  examination  of  diabetic  blood,  been  engaged  in  active  practice  for  a  period 

He  found,  however,  that  if  taioo  of  grape  of  about  twenty  years,  the  greater  portion 

sugar  was  mixed  with  blood,  the  test  would  of  which  was  most  laboriously  devoted  to 

indicate  its  presence.     An  opportunity  oc-  the  cultivation  of  morbid  anatomy,  regard- 

curred  to  the  author  of  this  paper  of  re-  less  alike  of  the  sacrifice  of  mudi  personal 

peating  the  experiment  on  the  blood  of  a  comfort,  and  large  pecuniary  expenditure 

diabetic   patient  of    Dr.   Naime's,  in   St.  involved  therein.      A  lasting  monument  of 

George's   Hospital.     The  disease    was  of  these  labours  has  resulted  in  the  formation 

about  a  year's  standing,  and  the  patient  was  of  a  very  extensive  museum  ,^rich  in  almost 

in  other  respects  in  tolerable  health.     On  every  variety  of  diseased  structure,  but  pe* 

the  24th  of  January,  1843,  he  was  bled  to  culiarly  valuable  with  reference  to  the  several 

twelve  ounces,  three  hours  after  a  dinner  of  morbid   changes  of  which  the  bones  and 

bread   and   meat.    The  following  morning  mucous  membranes  are  the  seat.    A  Cata- 

the  blood  was  well  separated ;   the  serum  logue  of  all  the  specimens  has  been  publish* 

milky  ;  the  clot  slightly  bufied  and  cupped  :  ed,  containing,  in  relation  to  very  many  of 

sjMrcific  gravity, '1029,7.   The  serum  became  them,  a  brief  but  luminous  sketch  of  the 

clear  when  treated  with  aether,  and  the  test  principal  symptoms  observed    during   the 

f(>r  gra|ie  sugar  gave  a  negative  result,  as  progressof  the  several  diseases,  of  which  the 

the  precipitate  which  firat  formed  did  not  former  are  the  products.    The  osseous  pre- 

redissolve,  and  only  became  much  darker  parations  are  most    beautifully  displayed, 

when  heated,  partly  in  consequence  of  the  comprehending  a  very  perfect  series,  fix>m 

deep  purple  colour  which  is  formed  by  the  those  which  exhibit  the  anatomical  structure 

action  of  caustic  potash   and  sulphate  of  and  nutritive  process  of  healthy  bone  (all 

copper  on  fibrin  or  albumen.  very  minutely  injected)  to  the  appearances 

The  albumen  was  therefore  removed  by  obser\'ed  after  fracture,    and    the    means 

evaporating  the  serum  to  dryness  in  a  water  employed  by  nature  for  its  reparation.    But 

bath.    The  residue  was  finely  powdered,  it  is  to  the  pathological  specimens  that  the 

treated  with  water,  filtered,  and  tested  for  merit  of  cicellence  pre-eminently  belongs, 

grape  sugar.  The  charactfristic  ohangeithen  lu  these  \a  cotnpnsaa  i^tcvo&\.  crcvrj  ^«r«^:\ 

took  pUcc,     The  clot  of  the  Mine  blood  of  morV\d  change  oC  ^>Ac\v  \\v*   «»»r«^ 
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■traetarabinHeptiUe;  and  tlw  extremely  in  which  the  method  of  treatment  by  the 
bcnntiftii  and  itriking  manner  in  which  they  aetoa  wai  vindicated,  and  ■ereral  casea,  with 
M  aerenlly  preaerrady  affbrda  a  ready  clue  drawings,  adduced  to  prove  the  eiRcacy  of 
to  their  ehicidation.  Amoogat  theae  I  may  the  plain  proposed, — a  mode  of  care,  which, 
brieiy  alhude  to  a  preparation  of  mala-  though  not  originating  with  my  deceased 
f—tniwi  of  the  pelvia,  tba  aingularity  of  friend,  was  at  least  more  clearly  and  deft- 
vhich  eODsiBia  in  ita  having  occnrred  at  an  nitely  brought  to  bear  u\Hm  the  treatment 
advanced  period  of  life,  vis.  aeventy-three,  of  this  affection,  than  had  been  accompUahed 
the  vroman  from  whom  it  was  removed  hav-  by  previous  surgeons. 
log  previoaaly  given  birth  to  a  numerona  Mr.  P.  was  fortunate  enough  to  enjoy  a 
fmily  withoot  any  difficulty  or  delay  in  the  oonaiderable  share  of  public  patronage, — an 
piocBaa  Amidat  much  that  wonld  amply  advantage,  which,  although  so  hr  indicative 
aaerit «  more  detailed  notice,  but  for  its  too  of  the  estimation  in  which  his  professional 
gnat  cneroadmient  upon  your  apace,  it  services  vrere  held,  was  mainly  prized  for 
wonld  be  irrong  to  omit  all  allusion  to  the  the  opportunity  thereby  afforded  him  of 
cstsnaive  and  truly  interesting  aeries  of  extending  the  resources  of  his  art,  and 
wvpnrationa  iUnstrative  of  the  healthy  and  maintaining  that  high  sense  of  honour  of 
Snaaad  conditions  of  the  mucous  mem-  which  his  whole  medical  career  waa  one 
bnmea.  The  nature  of  the  changes  which  bright  exemplification.  Few  practitioners, 
tUa  atmcture  undeigoea  in  disease  was  ever  probably,  have  descended  to  the  grave  more 
a  favoorite  aubject  of  investigation  with  the  sincerely  lamented  both  by  his  former  pa- 
late Mr.  Eawdington ;  and  I  have  little  hesi-  tients  and  his  medical  brethren,  many  of 
tation  in  affirming,  that,  under  this  head,  whom  accompanied  his  remains  to  their 
there  does  not  exist  any  collection  more  final  resting-place.  By  his  former  pupils 
Tainafale,  either  in  point  of  intrinsic  excel-  he  waa  univemally  esteemed ;  and  the  pre- 
IcneOf  or  in  the  completeness  by  which  every  mature  loss  to  them  of  his  valuable  counsel 
link  in  the  chain  of  morbid  products,  as  and  friendship  will  long  cause  his  memory 
applicable  to  the  above  structure,  is  charac-  to  be  '*  neither  unwept,  nor  unhonoured." 
teriaed.  To  moat  of  the  specimens  is  ap-  T.  M. 
pcnded  a  anoeinct  history  of  the  symptoms  _  .  .  .  .  .  _ 
cibaerred  dnrii^  life ;  and  what  considerably 

^ii«»Mi—  their  value  ia  the  circumstance  of  MEDICAL  REFORM, 

coionred  drawinga  having  been  made  with  _ 

Hm  ntmoat  flddity  from  thia  parts  in  a  recent 

atate,  by  which  the  otherwise  evanescent        To  the  Editor  qfthe  Afedieal  Gazette, 
cbaractera  of  lUaeasa  are  made  to  stand  out  in  g^^^ 

prmunent  rauaf • 

About  aeven  yaara  ago  Mr.  F.  was  elected  Having  thus  far  developed  those  Wews  of 

to  the  important  office  of  surgeon  to  the  Medical    Reform    which,    in  my    humble 

Boyal    laiimiary,   an    appointment    most  opinion,  seem  most  likely  to   benefit  the 

congenial  to  his  wishes,  and  associated  with  profession,  and  through  it  the  community 

many  of  the  happiest  reminiscences  of  his  at  large,  I  must  beg  your  indulgence  to  one 

medical  career.    For  a  considerable  period  more  (and  my  last)  letter  on  some  subjects 

prior  to  tliia  appointment,  he  had  filled  the  bearing  upon  this  important  question. 
chair  of  anatomical  lecturer  at    the    late        First,  then,  I  would  beg  to  draw  atten- 

Bdwoi  of  Anatomy  and  Medicine  in  Mars-  tion  to  some  anomalies  existing  under  the 

den  Street.     In  this  capacity  he  was  very  present  system,  which,  I  conceive,  would  be, 

aaeeeaaftil  in  diffusing  considerable  interest  if  not  entirely  removed,  at  least  greatly 

over  a  anbject  too  frequently  regarded  as  diminished  under  the  system  which  I  have 

destitate  of  this  quality  ;  and  by  Uiosc  stu-  so  fully  endeavoured  to  advocate. 
denta  whose  privilege  it  was  to  hear  him.        The  College  of  Physicians  ought  to  be 

Ua  valuable  prelections  will  not  readily  be  considered   the   fountain-head  of  medical, 

iKgotten.     As  a  writer,  Mr.  F.  was  very  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  surgical,  know- 

favoaraUy  known  to  the  professional  public,  ledge;  and,  yet,  is  it  not  strange  that  the 

Hia  "  Caae  of  Melanosis,''  illustrated  by  diploma  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  should 

many  very  accurate  and  beautiful  drawings,  long  have  been  considered  the  only  requisite 

pobUahed  at  a  period  when  the  pathology  of  for  anny,navy,and  manyother  public  medical 

that  aingular  disease  was  but  imperfectly  appointments  ?     Although,  in  the  army  and 

mdentood,  gained  him  no  inconsiderable  navy,  especially  during  periods  of  war,  the 

oddbrity ;  and  1  am  not  aware  that,  up  to  number  of  important  and  serious  sui^cal 

tUa  time,  any  thing  very  material  has  been  cases  bears  a  much  larger  proportion   to 

added  towards  the  more  complete  elucida-  the  whole  amount  of  cases  than  occurs  in 

tion  of  the  phenomena  of  that  morbid  con-  civil  practice,  ^^^  Xa^vck^  «^  ^«rv(^  Vc^a 

Utioa,    Mr,  F.  waa  likewise  the  author  of  a  consideTaUon,  '\t.  x«\>\  \»  lowi^  ^^^  ^  ^^^ 

nluMble paper  on  Subcutaneous  Nscvus,  prepouderance,  e^owQ^  w\sv|  ^sAvff*^  ^»»^^ 
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fidli  wader  the  tCrict  proTince  of  the  phy.  to  its  BMnihcn  the  righte  and  priTikgef  at 
■dan.  Perb^M  tome  one  will  ley,  **  Yee,  their  reipectiTe  oiders. 
but  then  we  lutve  Army  and  NaTy  Boarde,  Something  haa  already  beeneaid  npon  the 
and  the  Eaat  India  Company  baa  a  Boards  te  apotheeaiy  ayatem,  hot  I  cannot  eloae  the 
eiamine  candidatea  for  these  appointPienta»  subject  of  medical  reform  witboat  eg>in 
aa  to  their  salification/'  Snrely  this  is  no  adTerting  to  thia  aabjeet.  Hie  great  olqect 
gieal  oomphment  to  our  proiesttony  that  the  of  the  medical  profusion  is  to  eonfer  the 
penon  considered  qualified  by  our  CoUegea  greatest  amount  of  good  npon  the  public;, 
ahoold  have  again  to  submit  to  a  test  of  hia  the  duty  of  the  government  (which  is  the 
oompetency  bj  en  Army  or  Nery,  or  East  representatiTe  of  the  public),  on  the  other 
India  Company  Board.  The  Bishop  of  hand,  ahoold  be  to  fiMter,  eneottrage,  end 
London  emmfaiet  a  eendidate  lor  deaoon'a  protect  ua  as  a  learned  profession.  I  aaa 
ordeni ;  when  he  takes  priest's  orders,  he  well  aware  that  in  attadring  the  pressnt 
may  hsqppen  to  fidl  undor  the  examination  system  on  which  the  general  practitioner 
of  the  Bshop  of  Worcester :  having  been  proceeda  I  may  meet  with  many  who  are 
duly  passed  and  ordained  by  these  bishops,  opposed  to  my  views,  npon  high  principles, 
it  would  appear  to  indicate  some  distrust  and  with  still  more  who  defend  Uie  system 
in  them,  if,  when  this  gentleman  succeeds  to  from  less  honourable  motivea ;  perfaapa,  as 
a  curacy  or  living  in  the  diocese  of  tkae  thinking  it  holda  oat  the  greateatprobidulity 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  he  should  be  of  profit.  I  cannot,  however,  with  pro- 
compelled  by  a  further  examination  to  show  priety,  withhold  my  views,  even  at  the  risk 
his  competency  for  such  a  post.  Now,  of  opposition  and  personal  ofienoe,  and  I 
under  the  plan  of  medical  reform  above  must  again  declare  that  my  sole  object  is  to 
contemplated,  the  candidate  for  army  or  give  my  opinion  on  a  plan  of  reform  which 
navy  appointments  would  have  acquired  such  shall  render  our  profession  more  useful,  mose 
dipknnas  from  the  two  Colleges  as  should  honourable,  and  more  respected*  Let  m 
be  thou^t  requisite,  and  if  this  were  not  see  how  the  present  apoUiecary  aystem 
■nffident,  an  especial  examination  might  be  acts, 
instituted  for  such  purposes.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  whether  uuire 

This,  then,  is  one  of  those  anomalies  that  physic  is  poured  down  the  throats  of  pfitiqrty 

arise  out  of  the  present  confused  state  of  our  than  ought  to  be ;  but  it  is  self-evident  ttat 

profession.  the  present  system  ofiers  a  premium  for 

Some  time  since  a  doctor  was  elected  such  practice ;  and  knowing  human  natare 
phyridan  to  a  London  hospital  who  was  to  be  as  it  is,  surely  it  were  wiser  to  avoid 
chieiy  known  to  the  public  as  a  skilful  temptation  than  to  court  it.  Many  general 
mechanist  and  operator  in  certain  deformi-  practitioners  are  no  doubt  above  this  prae- 
tiea.  Let  it  it  not  be  supposed  that  I  for  tice ;  but,  then,  what  is  the  result  ?  Ti»«tyH 
one  moment  doubt  the  fitness  of  this  gen*  of  being  better  paid  for  their  honounhle 
tleman  for  the  office ;  my  observations  are  disinterestedness,  they  are  not  so  well  paid  ; 
not  made  upon  the  person,  but  the  system,  and,  what  is  still  worse,  ranked  in  the  aame 
A  very  large  proportion  of  provincial  physi-  class  with  their  less  scrupulous  brethren, 
dans  possess  no  kind  of  English  or  Scotch  Look,  again,  at  the  effect  of  this  system 
diplomas,  some  scarcely  even  nominal  titles  on  the  sdentific  study  of  medicine.  How 
to  the  office  and  dignity  of  a  physician,  is  disease  to  be  studied  by  the  person  en- 
In  London,  vast  numbers  of  pure  surgeons,  gaged  in  making  up  medidnes  ?  How  is 
as  they  are  called,  possess  no  other  diploma  that  man's  judgment  to  be  considered  dear 
than  that  of  the  London  CoUegeof  Smgeons,  and  unbiassed,  who,  in  coming  to  the  bed- 
and  yet  thdr  only  chance  of  livelihood  is  in  side  of  his  patient,  is  occupied  in  *^hinking 
the  practice  of  medicine.  Numbers  of  apo-  how  much  medicine  he  can  send  i  Indiaed, 
thecsuries  in  the  oountry  write  Mr.  — — ~,  1  believe  some  persons  are  so  sanguine  on 
8argeon,  over theirdoor8,whohavenever been  this  point  aa  almost  to  attribute  ttw  union 
iaaide  the  College  of  Surgeons.  The  genuine  of  a  fractored  limb  to  an  effinrvesdng  saline 
iqMthecary  exists,  one  may  almost  say,  in  the  draught  every  three  hours,  two  pills  at 
ahadowof  a  name, — **  Stat  nominis  umbra."  night,  with  a  draught  in  the  morning,  and 
A  tew  repreaentatives  only  of  this  order  an  evaporating  lotion  to  the  limb. 
remain  in  London ;  and  what  is  still  more  Suppose  a  consultation  between  a  physi- 
curioua,  several  persons  in  London,  whose  cian  and  a  general  practitioner.  By  a  con- 
sole qualification  ia  that  of  apothecary,  are  soltation  I  have  always  fdt  it  to  be  under- 
physidans  in  reality,  if  not  in  name,  writing  stood  that  two  persons  should  consult  toge- 
prescriptions,  and  altboogh  unwilling  to  aou  ther  for  the  good  of  thdr  patient ;  and,  yet, 
thdr  hands  with  a  pill  or  aditure,  not  avene  often  have  I  seen  an  ignorant  bombaatie 
to  toQching  the  gnhiea.  physician  meet  a  reapectable,  well-informed 

It  would  be  nseleis  to  addoee  any  further  general  practitioner,  only  to  swagger  and 
ewMmpla  oi  the  present  cooloaed  state  of  .  dlotate  to  him  aa  if  bn  wet«  n  d\s.veQain^ 

tbeprofemum,  and  iig  ineBckoef  to  aaQMre  dieauit»  and  bad  no  i£bax«  m  ^^  cax^  vA 
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nKpauMSSty  of  the  ewe.    On  tin  other  suppUei  the  place  of  alteratiTe  medidnei, 

hnd,  the   gcaenl  prtcdtioner  may  ha^e  tonica,  and  carelU  watdihig.    Bat,  anp- 

•OBM  pique  egianrt  the  phyakiant  and  send  posing  the  profesaion  la  a  body  ao  immaea- 

hi  n^tUDg  hot  what  waa  agreed  upon  in  late  aa  to  be  far  above  theae  errors,  there 

conaultaHou*   It  b  to  be  hoped  anch  things  do  yet  remaina  one  fiult  in  the  present  syatem, 

not  oiloi  oeear»  but  tii^  may,  and  do,  eren  under  its  present  modified  and  im- 

happcB  oceaaionaUy.    Under  the  aystem  I  proTcd  form,  which  ia  nnaroidabie  ao  long 

hm  adToented  they  oooid  not.  aa  the  general  practitioner  combinea  die 

Bat  a  ftin  mora  aeriooa  evil  arises  out  of  sale  of  drugs  with  his  profeaaionai  character. 

the   naaeat    epotiieeary  system,    both  aa  Many  parish  surgeons  have  no  aasistanta; 

■yiua  the  pnblic  and  profeaaion.     I  allude  consequently,  many  persons  must  be  kept 

la  the  contract  ayatem.     Let  ua  examine  tlie  waiting  much  longer  for  their  medidnea 

aha  by  wUdi  tiie  general  practitioner  con-  than  they  ought  to  be.    Take,  for  instance, 

naetB  to  aapply  the  poor  of  unions  and  a  case  of  inflammation,  in  which  it  is  proper 

with  medical  and  surgical  advice,  that  the  abstraction  of  blood  from  the  arm 


and  mediclnea,  and  aee  how  it  operates,  should  be  immediately  followed  by  an  opiate 

both  tor  the    public  and  the  profession,  and  the  application  of  leeches — the  delay  of 

IMven  by  competition  to  undertake  this  a  few  hours  may  render  their  use  not  only 

at  tibe  lowest  posrible  salary,  the  me-  less    efficacious,    but    absolntely    hurtful. 


aaaumes  this  arduous  and  im-  It  will  be  said,   '*  but  the  poor  have  the 

Bortant  doty,  not  from  any  hope  of  gain,  power  of  complaining  of  any  neglect  or 

aal  Berely  wHh  the  object  of  acquiring  pri-  mal-practice."    To  a  certain  extent  they 

vale  praetioe,    or,    if  he  has  this  already,  have;  but  when  it  is  considered  that  even  tiie 

af  keeping  other  competitors  out  of  the  richer  and  better  educated  classes  of  society 

Idd.      So  ikr   the  system   must  lead  to  frequently  praise  or  blame  their  medical 

jwipeUial  profeaaionai  bickerings  and  jea-  attendants  upon   very  unjust  grounds,  the 

iBBaf  .     He  is  necessarily  obliged  to  econo-  criticism  of  the  poor  upon  any  other  point 

his  labour,  both  in  visita  and  in  the  than  the  feelings,  mannera,  and  assiduity  of 

of  dinensing  his  medicines.     How  their  professional    attendant,     cannot    be 

tUa  aflfeet  h&  ?    The  clergyman  or  said  to  stand  for  much.    Beaidea,  they  are 

•qprire  of  the  pariah,  or  principal  former,  aa  confiding,  perhapa  more  ao,  than  othera, 

aeei  that  he  oondncts  a  severe  case  of  fever  and  they  argue,  that  whatever  their  doctor 

orfaiflammalioB,  orabad  fracture,  toa  sue-  does  is  right.     But  let  the  medical  man 

in  the  case  of  a  pauper,  with  undertake  only  the  professional  attendance 

half  tfie  medicine  and  attendance  that  is  of  the  poor,  and  let  a  chemist  and  draggiat 

beatuwed  upon  hia  own  fomily  in  far  less  contract  for  supplying  them  with  the  medi- 

formidiaUe  Ilia.    What  is  the  result  ?     He  cines  regularly  prescribed  by  such  medical 

teda  It  Mb  cheaper  and  pleasanter  to  pay  attendant,  and  then  see  how  much  better 

a  ifae  or  tvo  to  a  consulting  practitioner,  or  the  interests  of  the  poor  would  be  attended 

even  iiei  to  a  neighbouring  bone-setter,  or  to !      Here   would  be  no  self-interest  to 

to   acBctedy'a  alterative  or  cough  pills;  tempt  him  from  the  paths  of  benevolence 

ar  be  goes  to  a  neighbouring  chemist  and  and  duty  ;  his  feelings  and  natural  desire  to 

-ariu  tor  an  aperient  pill  or  draught,  or  a  obtain  reputation  would  alike   induce  him 

adfaie  mixture,  or  **  something  to  comfort  to  see  that  the  orders  he  gave  should  be  both 

and  Bouidi  hb  inside."    But  how  does  it  promptly  and  properly  obeyed. 

■flbct  the  poor  themaelvea  ?    This  is  a  for  The  subject  of  remuneration  for  profea- 

BMm    aerloas    and    interesting    question !  sional  services  is  one  on  which  much  cannot 

Why,  the  medical  man  giving  medicines  and  be  said  in  a  letter  chiefly  directed  to  the 

attendaaee  for  a  salary  that  would  barely  preliminary  considerations  of  medical  reform. 

pay  for  the  former  item  alone,  must  neces-  Perhaps  it  would  be  well  under  this  sys- 

flmly  too  often  uae  medicines  defective  both  tem  that  the  fees  of  the  general  practitioner 

fa  quantity  and  quality.     Let  us  hope  that  should  be  regulated  by  law,  and  constitute 

a  Ugh  sense  of  honour  and  raomlity  may  a  legal  debt,   because    they  are  most  fre* 

lead  many,  nay,  most  parish  doctors  to  be  quently  called  upon  to  attend  a  class  of 

shove  sncn  conaidertions ;  yet,  the  fact  is  persons  who  would  not  consider  themselves 

evident,  that  human  nature  is  human  nature,  bound  by  a  debt  of  honour ;  but  I  should  be 

and  thm  is  no  check  upon  such  conduct,  sorry  to  see  the  fees  of  the  pure  physician 

Certain  it  is,  that  the  more  expensive  re-  and  surgeon  made  a  legal  debt,  because  this 

■edKei  cannot  be  often,  if  at  all,  employed  ;  might  in  some  degree  diminish  the  high 

and,  from  my  own  experience,  I  have  reason  position    which    they,    together    with  the 

to  bdlBTe  that  the  course  of  medical  treat-  members  of  the  bar,  at  present  maintain. 

io  neoenary  after  the  subsidence  of  It  would  be  inexpedient,  even  in  this  slight 

diaeeie,  ii  too  often  much  neglected,  sketch  of  medical  reform  which  I  have  ven* 

fliat  the  order  for  wine  and  mutton,  tared  to  attempt,  entirely  to  omit  the  subject 

"  BO  donbt  mostlj  neoesMriif,  entirely  of  quackery.    Peihap«uov«xtQil\b&%>iiV^t 
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is  more  difficult  to  deal  with  fatisfactorily    that  many  a  quack  momiteiiank  baa,  aided, 
than  this ;   yet  I  woald  venture  here  also  to    by  this  system   of  advertudng,  realised  a. 
cite  the  maxim  before  inculcated,  that  the    larger  fortune  than  a  Watt  by  the  inventioik. 
great  object  of  the  medical  profession  is  to    of  the  steam  engine,  or  a  Jenner  by  4he  dii* 
bestow  all  the  good  it  possibly  can  upon    co?ery  of  Taocination. 
the  public,  and  that,  in  its  turn,  it  has  a  just    .    A  useful  combination,  or  saparior  modeo^ 
and  ftur  claim  to  the  respect,  sympathy,  and    preparing  many  remedies,  baa  ofton  been  dns 
protection  of  that  public.    In  the  course  of    to  exertions  of  some  individual  practitioner* 
these  letters,  it  has  bieen  more  than  once    and  such  remedies  have,  in  after  times,  been 
hinted  that  the  plan  of  medical  reform  therein    used  by  the  profession  under  the  names  oC 
laid  down  would  materially  lessen  the  neces-    their  original  discoTcrers ;   as,  for  instanoev 
sity  (if  it  may  be  so  termed)  for  quackery,    Doyer's  Powder,  James's  Powder,  &c.  &c. 
and  in  so  doing  it  would  probably  in  some    It  might  be  well,  in  case  of  any  one  making 
measure  diminish  its  frequency.     It  is  hardly    a  really  useful  discovery  of  this  kind,  that 
to  be  expected  that  any  arrangements  in  our    the  matter  should  be  laid  before  a  medical 
profession,  in  a  firee  country  like  England,    board  constituted  for  that  purpose,  and  that 
be  they  ever  so  stringent  or  ever  so  liberal,    the  discoverer  should  receive  from  govem- 
should  be  able  entirely  to  put  down  or  dis-    ment  a  reward  commensurate  with  the  valns 
arm  the  quack  of  every  denomination.  of  his  discovery,  which  should  then  be  made 

First  with  regard  to  what  is  termed  the  known  for  the  benefit  of  the  profearios 
<*  counter  practice"  of  the  chemist  and  drug-  generally,  and  through  it  of  the  public 
gist :  this,  if  not  put  down  by  the  strong  arm  Should  this,  or  any  other  plan  of  medical 
ofthe  law,  may  at  least  be  legally  discouraged,  reform,  be  carried  out,  so  as  to  reader  our 
and  kept  within  some  limitations.  The  pro-  at  present  distracted  and  divided  profession 
fession,  too,  being  rendered  more  united  and  more  uniform  and  harmonious,  I  have  often 
harmonious,  would  possess  great  power  in  thought  that  agrand  scheme  might  be  ad<^ted 
thia  respect,  by  withholding  their  prescrip-  of  forming  a  quiet  and  united  club  for  the 
tions  from  persons  who  were  found  to  be  in-  benefit  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  medical 
fringing  upon  their  privileges.  With  regard  men.  In  a  profession  like  ours,  in  which 
to  more  impudent  and  open  quacks,  perhaps  expenses  are  certain,  and  remuneration  most 
a  nq^ative  course  would  be  better  than  a  uncertain,  in  which  there  is  no  stock  in 
positive  prohibition,  the  impossibility  of  trade  beyond  an  expensive  education  which 
which  being  carried  in  every  case  into  effect  dies  with  its  possessor,  no  salaries,  and  but 
would  in  time  render  it  nugatory.  The  quack  few,  very  few,  posts  of  honour  and  of  wealtli, 
might  be  prohibited,  under  pain  of  punish-  such  a  scheme,  if  practicable,  vfould  be  most 
ment,  from  putting  his  name  on  his  door  or  desirable.  My  theory  may  be  Utopian,  but 
house  as  doctor ;  from  advertising,  &c. ;  and  if  it  be,  at  least  let  me  beg  your  attention  to 
he  might  be  rendered  amenable  to  the  law  for  my  dream.  We  have  at  present  a  most 
a  two-fold  action  for  damages,  both  to  the  useful  and  most  beneficent  institution  for  the 
public  whom  he  may  have  injured,  and  to  benefit  of  widows  and  orphans  of  medioal 
the  profession  whose  rights  and  privileges  he  men,  but  their  charity  extends  only  to  thoae 
had  invaded.  who  are  left  entirely,  or  almost  entirely, 

But  the  most  fearfol  ravages  made  by  the  unprovided  for,  and  that  too  merely  to 
quack,  both  Upon  the  health  and  pockets  of  London  and  its  immediate  ridnity.  Now  a 
the  people,  is  through  the  medium  of  ad-  young  man,  commencing  life  as  a  married 
vertisements.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  this  man,  can  ill  afford  to  subscribe  to  such  a 
source  of  puffing  and  notoriety,  being  one  of  society,  because  he  says  **  I  am  possessed  of 
considerable  profit  to  the  government,  would  a  few  thousand  pounds,  or  I  have  insured 
not  be  so  resdily  put  down  ;  but  let  me  once  my  life  for  a  few  thousand  pounds ;  should  I 
more  remind  them  of  the  claims  of  a  highly  die,  this  provision  for  my  family,  however 
usefol  and  honourable  profession  upon  Uieir  slight  and  inadequate,  will  preclude  them 
fostering  protection ;  let  me  remind  them  of  from  the  benefits  of  this  society,  and  at  pre- 
their  duty  through  that  profession  of  guardbig  sent  I  cannot  afford  to  subscribe  for  others' 
the  Ixidily  health,  as  well  as  the  morals  of  wants ;  I  would  willingly  do  so,  but  I  must 
the  people,  and  let  me  tell  them  unflinching^  wait  till  I  am  richer. "  He  goes  on  plodding 
that  that  government  cannot  be  altogether  honestly  and  honourably  in  his  profession  ; 
sound  whKh  hesitates  not  to  derive  some  he  has  reared  up  several  children  ;  he  is  just 
portion  of  its  revenue  from  sanctioning  the  about  to  obtain  the  summit  of  his  ambition ; 
publication  of  the  most  gross  and  dec^tious  has  means  sufficient  to  bring  out  his  children 
falsehoods.  It  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  world,  and  to  lay  by  a  trifle  for  his  own 
whenever  a  measure  of  medical  rrform  is  declining  years ;  when,  perhaps  a  sacrifice 
adopted,  tome  measures^  may  be  taken  for  to  the  noble  and  honourable  exercise  of  his 
diminishing,  if  not  annihihiting,  this  at  pre*  calling,  he  is  carried  off,  to  leave  a  widow 
sent  monstrous  and  iniquitous  system.  It  barely  prorided  with  decent  comforts  of  life, 
would  not  be  too  much,  periapt,  to  avoF,    and  without  the  mea&a  to  caxrj  <m  VlhaXcd.n. 
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dtion  "of  hit  fiunily  wluch  hb  professional  leisure  to  its  possessor  only  requires  of  him 

nertioiki  lisd  finaMfd  him  to  commenct.  increased  energy  and  exertion  to  enable  him 

Hie  pkuDi  I  would  propose  is,  that  every  to  leave  no  empty  encumbrance  of  honour 

peraon  on  enteriiig  the  profession  should  be  to  his  heir. 

eompdled  to  pay  a  fee  to  a  society  to  be  Look  at  the  present  improved  state  of 

•died,  let  w  say,   "The  Society   for  the  mescal  and  surgical  knowledge  and  practice ! 

Widomm  sod  Orphsna  of  Medical  Men,  and  Look  at  the  mass  of  poor  to  whom  our 

also  for   Decayed    Medical    Men."      The  services  arc  daily  given  !     Look  at  our  army 

fee  dionld  be  compulsory,  and  let  and  navy  medi(^  officers,  and  say  whether, 

afterwards  use  his  own  discretion  as  a  body,  we  are  not  deserving  of  better 

a  BQbacriber  or  not,  according  as  things  ?     It  is  truly  pitiful  to  see  that  one 

he  likn*  or  aft  any  period  of  life,  to  enter  the  little  action  may  place  a  soldier  or  sailor  in 

aocMtj.      The  annual  payments  could  be  the  path  of  wealth  and  honour ;  whilst  very 

ii|;vlatBd  according  to  age,  health,  &c.  as  in  many  years  spent  by  the  medical  officer  in 

Am  Ofdinary  asnnmoe  offices.    The  benefits  the  arduous  and  honourable  prosecution  of 

of  tin  society  only  to  be  extended  to  sub-  his  career,  exposed  not  only  to  the  dangers 

acribcnt  at  least  their  widows  and  orphans,  of  war,  but  of  fever,  dyiientery,  and  plague, 

■id  to  dieniaehres  when  in  old  age  or  infirm  will  barely  earn  him  a  paltry  pension. 

fcmilth       This  benefit  to  be  properly  ap-  I  must  apologize  for  having  trespassed  at 

portioned,  and  not  to  be  given  at  all  to  so  great  a  length  upon  your  columns,  and 

pfifwit  whoae  other  means  exceed  a  certain  I  remain,  sir, 

iofussfi      In  the  present  philanthropic  age,  Your  obedient  servant, 

■o  doubt  such  an  institution  would,  ere  Philomethes. 

Siva  Uberal  donations,  legacies,  &c.  ^Pril  ^f  1843. 
of  our   wealthier   professional 


U  and  no  doubt  also  from  many  not  REFORM  ASSOCIATION. 

oTthefeenlty.  

IbBfe,nowv  sir,  brought  to  a  close  my  __  ^^    __.^        _^^    ,^  ^.    ,^ 

hnmble  views  on  the  subject  of  medical  ^  '**  ^^''®''  «/  '*'  Medical  Gazette. 

I  would  willingly  linger  one  mo-  Sir, 

longer  to  tell  the  public  that  we  deserve  Allow  me   to  call  your  attention  to  the 

•ympothy  and  support.     From  an  early  proceedings  of  the  North  of  England  Reform 

908  wa  are  devoted  to  those  studies,  which  Association,  at  the  Ute  meeting  of  this  bo<ly 

would  Tqpnhe  many  a  sensitive  mind  ;  and  if  at  Sunderland,  as  you  will  find  them  reported 

«•  on  bnoyed  up  with  the  expectation  of  in   the   Northern  Advertiser  or  Gateshead 

Ann  of  WMlth  and  honour,  yet  are  Observer  of  last  wi'ek. 

pportad  by  &r  higher  and  more  noble  You  will  find,   that   while   the  highly- 

:  wohnve  the  disgust  of  the  dissecting,  respectable  president  of  the  association,  in 

noB  to  nwl  those  psges  in  the  history  of  his  opening  address,  insists  upon  the  neces- 

netnn  Chat  an  to  benefit  mankind ;  we  lean  gity  of  grades  and  divisions  of  labour  in  the 

Ofior  the  aiek,  pestilential  bed  of  the  pauper  profession,  and  the  propriety  of  supporting 

to  nop  no  other  rewsrd  than  the  conscious  such  grades  and  divisions  by  legislation,  the 

MtisfeeCion  of  doing  him  service,  and  of  ac-  report  of  the  council  expresses  a  somewhat 

^■li^  that  knowledge  of  disease  which  is  unqualified    approbation  of    the  views   of 

tonnderns  useful  to  our  fellow-men.     If  in  Sir  James  Clurk,  who  would  legislate  only 

•Act  life  we  nap  some  reward  of  our  labours  for  one  uniform  grade,  and  leave  the  others 

weasty  feiriy  say,  *'  Thou  shalt  not  muzzle  to  chance,  or  rather  to  the  caprices,  selfish- 

ttM  mouth  of  the  ox  that  treadcth  out  the  ness,  and  carelessness  of  the  various  Unver- 

eora ;"  and  this  reward  (at  the  expense  of  sities,    British    and    foreign,    which    now 

how  Bach  mental  aa  well  as  physical  exertion  undertake  to  give  or  sell  degrees. 

is  k  not  acquired  ?     As  individuals  we  have  It  is  true  that  the  report,  and  a  petition 

no  coBpkint  to  make,  it  is  the  fortune  of  also   presented  by  the  council,  assert  the 

■any  <rf  ns  to  be  rewarded,  respected,  and  propriety  of  miiformity  in  the  qualifications 

•rteaaed !     It  is  for  the  medical  profession  on  which  the  various  hotiorary  degrees  are 

B  a  body  that  I  would  claim  the  public  to   be  granted  ;    but  certainly  the  council 

syBpatby.     Aa  a  body  we  may  be  said  to  does  not  take  that  care  to  express  its  opinion, 

be  almost    entirely  unrepresented.       Our  free  from  ambiguity,  which  is  displayed  by 

gcofnl  want  of  wmlth,  our  laborious  pro-  the  president. 

fanooal  oocopations  (and  these,  too,  coming  The  same   general  proposition  which   is 

kit  in  life),  preclude  us  as  individuab  from  stated  by  the  general  practitioner  when  he 

aecUng  to  represent  our  profession  in  the  wishes  to  be  distinguished  from  the  quack, 

HooB  of  Commons.     From  the  House  of  includes  the  utility,  nay,  tlie  necessity,  of 

Leida  we  Ibto  been  excluded.   An  occasional  grades  and  distinctions  in  the  profession; 

bBooetcy  nuiy  died  honour  upon  our  pro-  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  man  who  contents 

Cbwoo,  bat  ao  fer  from  giving  eaj»e  and  himsc'l'  with  asserting  tUc  vT^^^txci^  uC  \e%\«- 
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UUing  for  one  grade  only,  !■  no  tme  medicil  reeent  correspondents  have  been  eiizuNis  to 

reformer.  do  away  with  depledon  in  apoplexy,  arguing 

The  only  argoment  offered  by  thoie  who  against  ita  nae  from  the  instanoea  of  its 

contend  against  grades,  which  is  worthy  of  abuse ;  and  perliaps  inflnenced  by  tbe  tfaeo- 

the  least  consideration,  is,  that  the  Tarioos  ries  of  Dr.  Abercrombie  and  othm :  indeed 

subiiects  of  medical  science  are  closely  OQn-  the  authority  of  sndi  a  man  aa  Dr.  Aber- 

nected, — ^that  it  is  difficult  to  point  out  tha  crombie,  if  in  error,  cannot  be  qnattended 

bounds  which  separate  medicine  from  sur-  by  injurious  effects. 

gerr,  and  so  forth.    We  admit  the  utility  of  These  remarks  are,  howerer,  ao  obTknia, 

medical  knowledge  to  the  surgeon,  and  of  that  I  should  not  haTc  troubled  yoa  with 

surgical  knowledge  to  the  physician  ;   we  them  had  it  not  appeared  to  me  tbaftneitlier 

likewise  conceive  that  it  is  impotsible  to  Dr.  Burrows,  nor  (aa  frff  aa  my  knowledge 

point  out  the  distinctions  or  eiact  di?isiona  goes)    other  observers,    have  taken  auffi- 

between  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms,  eiently  into  account  the  probabiUty  ^biat  an 

and  that  a  general  knowledge  of  both  is  eUutie  serous  vapour,  existing  between  the 

highly  advantageous  to  the  man  who  devotes  layers  of  the  arachnoid,  and  perhapa  in  other 

himself  to  the  study  of  either  ;   but  we  are  parts,  performs  an  important  offiee  in  eqna- 

oonvinced    that    De    Jussieu    or    Robert  hxing  the  pressure  on  tbe  sofid  oooteota  of 

Brown,  or  Cuvier  or  Owen,  is  a  proof  of  the  the  encephak>n.      It  doea  not  seinn  to  me 

utility  of  division  of  labour  in  a  science  not  that  any  resiliency  of  the  medullary  maaa, 

more  vast  than  medicine,  and  where   the  nor  the  varying  quantity  of  extra-vascolar 

path  of  the  student  Is  more  discernible  than  serum,  will  satisftictdrily  account  for  all  the 

in  our  science.  phenomena,  without  supposing  the  preaenee 

It  apjiears  to  me  that  the  branch  system  of  an  elastic  aeriform  fluid :  the  exisfeenoe  of 

of  medical   legislation   has  been  too  little  a  vapour  or  halitus  arising  from  the  aevona 

considered.    The  grades  of  druggist,  general  membranes  (spoken  of  generally  by  modfom 

practitioner,  doctor  of  medicine,  and  doctor  anatomists)  seems  equally  necessary,  and  ita 

of  surgery,  would  realize  the  most  appro-  existence  at  least  equally  probable,  in  the 

priate  scheme  that  can  be  conceived.     After  head. 

the  degree  of  general  practitioner  had  been  i  hope  that  Dr.  Burrows  will  not  deem 

obtained,  I  would  allow  an  additional  amount  this  suggestion  unworthy  of  his  notice,  and 

of  time  of  study,  passed  in  hospitals  and  at  that  he  and  others  who  have  more  leiaure 

universities,  or  a  certain  time  spent  in  pri  and  ability  than  myself,  will  pursue  the  in* 

vate  practice,  to  qualify  for  examination  for  Testigation,  so  that  our  knowledge  on  Ihia 

the  higher  degrees.  highly  interesting  and  important  svSbject  may 

Such  is  the  general  outline  of  the  scheme  he  perfected. — I  am,  sir, 

of  medical  reform  conceived  by  a  young  Your  obedient  8ervant« 

physician  ;    and  after  all,  sir,  I  think  you  John  M.  Camplin. 

will  grant  that  we  young  members  of  the  p,„,^„^  g^^,^^ 

profession  are  more  concerned  m  tne  matter  May  9, 1843. 

than  the  old  practitioners. — 1  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Mortimer  Glover,  MEDICO-LEGAL   EVIDENCE    IN    A 

,.-       ^i^«  T^.               ^'^'  ^"*''  CASE  OF  SUSPECTED  POISONING. 
Newcaitie-on-i.yne, 

May  1, 1843.  


PATHOLOGY  OP  THE  BRAIN.  ^  '**  ^^"^  ^^^  ^^'^^  ^•''•- 
Sir, 

To  the  BdUor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  jj,  au^ion  to  Mr.  Holland's  letter  and  re. 

Sir,  marks  upon  the  medico -legal  evidence  in  a 

The  profession  are  highly  indebted  to  Dr.  case  of  suspected  poisoning,  I  beg  to  state 

Burrow,  for  the  light  he  has  thrown  on  the  that  there  are.»everal  important  errors  «d 

pathotegy  of  the  wntento  of  the  cranium,  in  omissions,  which  quite  alter  the  view  of  the 

his  rSnt  lectures  before  the  CoUege  of  case,  but  which  I  decline  rcmarkmg  upon. 

Pliysicians;  for  although  most  practitioner.  «•  it  w  Mr.   Dysons  mtention  to  sddreaa 

will,  like  myself,  find  that  their  practice  has  you  at  his  earliwt  convenience.     Mr.  Dyson 

beei  in  accirdance  not  only  with  the  facU  was  present  at  the  exammation  solely  at  my 

he  has  brought  forward,  but  with  his  deduc-  request,  as  I  knew  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of 

tions  from  them,  yet  it  is  no  mall  satia-  making  frequent  inspections  for  the  Coroner, 

faction  to  have  the  results  of  individual  ex-  There  was  no  expectation  of  lus  evidence 

5^  thSI  ^«  with  the  theory  of  Wng  required  untilthe  result  of  Mr.  Dayiea' 

STmr^  ob«!rvMit  pathologists.     Dr.  Bur.  chemical  examination' was  hmted  at  previous 

Mt  tbe  preaeat  time,   wbea  fomc  of  your  when  it  wia  thou^l  advVasW^ViW.^  \«^ 
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fiplidoii  in  eonjwMtioii  with  my  own.    As  montrj  abeeenei  and  emphyfema,  nenin* 

noon  M  it  was  intimated  to  Mr.  Dyson  that  gitiH,  inflamed  veins. 

Ma  preaenoe  woaU  be  required,  he  made  The  records  tliemselTes  follow  tlw  more 

nodes  of  tfie  nrineipal  points,  wliich  notes  eommon    plan  :    describing,    successiTely, 

were  piodneei  at  tie  inqoeat,  but  not  read,  dianges  in  the  bead,  chest,  and  abdomen, 

■n  the  jniy  darirad  hia  to  pre  Us  opinion  Ac     For  my  own  part  I  hare  generally 

in  n  Amt  worda  as  possible,  and  not  to  enter  aretded  all  negative  statements. — I  am,  sir, 

•■*»  pntkalaiB. — ^i  aaa,  dr,  Your  obedient  senrsnt. 

Tout  obedknt  serraot,  T.  Wilkixbon  Kino. 

John  Gmoson  Habmson,  an,  Bedford  Sqnare,  May  17, 1843. 


Surgeon. 


May i^ML*""''  CIRRHOSIS  OF  THE  LUNG. 


Dr.  Stokes  exhibited  to  the  Pathological 

CAUSES  OF  Society  of  Dublin  a  specimen  of  that  disease 

DEATB  AFTER  OPERATIONS  IN  of  the  lung,  first  described  by  Dr.  Corrigan, 

THE  LONDON  HOSPITALS.  nnder  the  tiUe  of  cirrhosis  rf  the  lung.     Its 

general  characters  are,  a  tendency  to  con- 

~~~'  solidation  or  contraction  of  the  pulmonic 

7b  /As  Bdiior  qf  ike  Medical  Gazette.  tissue,  with  dilatation  of  the  bronchial  tubes. 

8ii^  Dr.  Stokes'  patient  had  been  labouring  for 

months  under  cough,   with  dyspnoea  and 

Aa   Dr.  Cheren  seems  to  deny  that  his  hectic  fever,  snd  die«l  two  days  after  her 

"  exposition  la   principally  based    on  my  admission  into  the  hospital,     fee  physical 

Aitopay-histories,''  I  beg  leave  to  alter  the  gigns  were  dulness  of  sound  on  percussion 

ezpreasion.     Dr.  C.  says,  "  I  carefully  ex-  over  the  upper  part  of  both  lungs,  but  no 

nmined  the  aoconnta  of  all  the  cases  where  decided  or  unequivocal  signs  of    cavities, 

death  occurred  from  the  secondary  effects  of  xhe  appearance  of  the  lungs  on  dissection 

operations  and  mechanical  injuries  of  every  ^as  very  characteristic  ;  the  left,  which  was 

description  which  have  been  entered  in  the  the  more  diseased,  was  greatly  diminished  in 

poat-mortem  r^gistere  of  the  Museum  (of  gixc,  and  very  irregular  on  its  surface,  so 

Guy's  Hospital)  during  the  hut  fifteeen  years  that    when  the   hand    was  passed  over  it 

(from  May,  1827)."    This  date  is  in  a  note,  numerous  small  bodies  could  be  felt,  convey- 

which,  not  observing,  I  concluded  that  four-  inpr  to  the  fingers  the  impression  of  tubercles 

teen  3rean  of  work,  instesd  of  thirteen,  out  existing  on  the  surface  of  the  organ  ;  this 

of  fifteen,  bdonged  to  me  and  those  who  have  was  produced  by  the  presence  of  air  vesicles. 

done  dnty  for  me.    The  data  which  he  has  On  making  a  longitudinal  section  of  the 

deduced  Ikon  hence  seem  to  be  the  only  trachea  and  primary  divisions  of  the  bronchi, 

^"^  ^fa™*^'  and  as  I  have  been  em-  the    right  bronchus,  immediately  after   it 

ployed  perfmning  the  inspections,  demon-  branched  off* from  the  trachea,  became  greatly 

atrating  At  appeannces,  and  recording  the  dilated,  so  as  to  exceed  the  ktter  in  diame- 

faistoriea,  from  October  1829  till  now,  with  ter,  while  the  kft  bronchus  was  evidently 

jome  imtermissions  as  well  as  with  some  contracted  and  reduced  below  its  ordinary 

little  peraeveranoe,  I  hope  my  hasty  little  calibre,  but  dilated  again  a  little  further 

note  may  be  pardoned.     Perhaps  I  may  be  down. 

aOowedtoaayDr.  C.'s  exposition  is,  m  some         At  a  subsequent  meeting,  Dr.   Greene 

meamrtt  baaed  on  my  autopsy-histories.  exhibited  another  specimen  of  pulmonary 

Hie  tabular  analysis  of  some  2000  cases  cirrhosis,     with    dilated    bronchial    tubes, 

may  not  be  altogether  unworthy  of  notice,  closely  resembling  phthisical  cavities,  taken 

ifonly  for  example's  sake.    The  plan  adopted  from  a  woman  who  had  long  suffered  from 

ia  to  aet  down :  first,  the  disease  or  the  injury  intractable  cough,  and  who  was  affected  with 
treated;  secondly,  the  organs affiected,  in  the  a  train  of  symptoms  closely  resembling 
order  in  which  their  affections  seem  to  have  phthisis.  The  physical  signs  were,  caver- 
been  important  ;  and  thirdly,  casual  ap-  nous  respiration  and  distinct  pectoriloquy  in 
pearanoes.     For  examples :  the  right  infra-clavicular  space  ;  the  latter 

May  1835:  Wm.  H ,  iet.35,  fnohired    sign  was  also  found  at  the  inferior  angle  of 

leg,  gangrene,  hsmorrhage,  small  kidney,  the  scapula,  and  in  the  right  axilla  :  distinct 
brrin,  stomach  ulcer.  gargouillement,  with  bronchial  respiration, 

Mary  S :  Femoral  hernia,  bloody  peri-    could  be  heard  in  various  parts  of  the  chest. 

tonitis  simnlsting  luemorrhage  (after  ope-  The  left  lung  presented  the  signs  of 
ntion),  pericarditis,  dissolved  oesophagus.        bronchitis.     The  lung,  on  examination  after 

Nathaniel  C :  ham  aneurism,  ligatured,    death,  was  found  to  be  diminished  in  sixe 

gaimne,  diseased  kidney.  and  indurated  ;  the  cavities  formed  h^  Ibc 

'wB.  T ,  mt.  21 :  amputation,  pul-     dilatation  ol  VYa  Vi]^an  ^«^  t\  cnvBitaxd^ 
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sbe,  and  did  not  .eonUin  purulent  matter  ; 
they  were  largest  near  the  surfoce  of  the 
lungr,  and  towarda  its  upper  part.  Their 
cartilaginous  structure  could  be  distinctly 
traced.  There  was  not  any  sign  of  tubercu- 
lar deposition  in  either  lung.  The  pleura 
was  greatly  thickened,  and  the  diaphragm 
was  adherent  to  the  liver. 

Laenuec  attributed  this  complaint  to  con- 
stant cough  and  accumulation  of  mucus  in 
the  bronchial  tubes.  His  opinion  is,  how- 
ever, liable  to  objection,  and  his  account  of 
the  causes  to  which  the  dilatation  is  owing 
is  not  sufficient  to  explain  all  the  phenomena. 
According  to  Dr.  Corrigan,  me  primary 
seat  of  the  disease  is  in  the  web  of  cellular 
tissue  which  constitutes  the  matrix  of  the 
lung,  which  has  a  tendency  to  contract,  so  as 
to  produce,  when  the  disease  is  advanced,  a 
very  considerable  obliteration  of  the  air-cells. 
He  thinks  the  diminution  of  the  lung  the 
first  step  in  the  disease,  of  which  the  dilata- 
tion of  the  bronchi  is  a  consequence. — Dublin 
Medical  JommaL 

NARCOTIC  EXTRACTS. 

Mb.  Battlet  has  commenced  the  prepara- 
tion of  narcotic  extracts  and  liquors  at  the 
Laboratory,  Moorfieidd,  and  will  be  happy 
to  exhibit  and  explain  his  processes  to  any 
gentleman  who  may  be  disposed  to  witness 
them  prior  to  their  publication.  Mr.  fiattley 
attends  at  the  Laboratory  daily  from  3  to  5. 

BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

Practical  Remarks  on  Gout,  Rheumatic 
Fever,  and  Chronic  Rheumatism  of  the 
Joints  ;  being  the  substance  of  the  Croonian 
Lectures  for  the  present  year,  delivered  at 
the  CoUege  of  Physicians,  by  Robert  Bentley 
Todd,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  &c.  &c. 

The  Baths  of  Germany,*  considered  with 
reference  to  their  Remedial  Efficacy  in 
Chronic  Diseases ;  with  an  Appendix  on  the 
Cold  Water  Cure.  By  Edwin  Lee,  Esq. 
Second  edition,  considerably  improved. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  or  GBNTLBMBN  ADMITTKD  MEMBBR8. 

Wednefday,  May  10,  1843. 

R.  B.  Yeats.— G.  GwilUm.  — C.  L.  Prince.— 
H.  K.  Brewer.— J.  Pickop.— J.  P.  P.  Chambers. 
— T.  W.  BJawfl.-^.  Sykes.— T.  R.  Wheeler.— 
B.  Amatiinig. 

Friimy,  May  12,  1843. 

D.  Perians.~F.  Tinker.— F.  Taylor.— R.  A. 
BanUer.— T.  Seccombe.- H.  Willats.- R.  H. 
BqsscIL— A.  Oottreux. 

Monday^  May  15. 

B.  Pincbard.— F.  R.  Rose.-T.  S  Fletcher.-- 
J.  W.  Savage.— W.  Hobbs.— F.  HeCley.— C.  H. 
Brooking.— J.  Eddison.- S.Fenwick.— J.  Smart 
— R.  H.  Boodle.— W.  HaswelU-s-W.  Clayton. 
—  H.  W.  Watling.-J.  Barro^.—J.  St.  J.  G. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  6BNTLBMBN  WBOHAVB  RBCBIVBD 
CBRTIFICATBS. 

Thursday^  May  11,  1843. 

A.  Bbsworth.  —  W.  Smith,  Weyhill,  Andover. 
Hants.— W.  Haldenby,  Reedness,  Yorkshire. — 
A.  N.  Jones,  Bristol.— L.  C.  Heslop,  Haverford — 
west.  — J.  P.  Redruth,  Cornwall.  —  W.  Hart. 
North  Shields,  Nortbamberland.  -J.  W.  ¥rain— 
Wright.— J.  A.  Camithers. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTAUTY  FOR  THE7 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending^ 
Saturday,  May  6,  1843. 

Small  Pox 9 

Measles   33 

Scarlatina  24 

Hooping  Cough  39 

Croup  9 

Thrash     6 

Diarrhoea    1 

Dysentery  s 

Cholera    0 

Inflaenza i 

Typhus    CO 

Erysipelas 7 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  oi  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  IM 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    358 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  SI 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Oixans  of  Digestion    67 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 3 

Childbed 13 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 0 

Rheumatism 4 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 8 

Ulcer    0  . 

Fistula   3 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 80 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 63 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe* 

ranee   30 

Causes  not  specified  8 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 879 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  SP  37'  32"iV. 
Longitude  0^  3'  51"  W,of  Greenwich. 


AprU  1843. 

TUBBMOMBTRR. 

BABOMBTRa. 

Wednesday  10 

Arom  43  to  57 

3904  to  80*08 

Thursday  .  11 

34      60 

3013        30*14 

Friday ...  13 

34      63 

30*09       39-96 

Saturday  .  13 

49      63 

29*86       39*87 

Sunday  .  .  14 

89      63      1 

3978       99*56 

Monday  .  .  13 

48      60      1 

39*49       Stat. 

Tuesday    .  16  i 

46      63 

39*40        39*44 

Wind.  N.E.on  the  lOth  and  nth;  S.  on  the 
13th ;  8.W.  on  the  13th ;  S.  by  E.  on  the  14th: 
S.W.  on  the  15th;  E.  by  S.,  B.  by  N.,  N.E.,  and 
S.W.  on  the  16th. 

Except  the  13th,e^enerally  cloudy,  with  frequent 
rain. 

Charles  Hbnrt  Adams. 
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LUMLEIAN  LECTURES  l"^^  tf^l' ,t^  ""^   in.u«Scieot 

supply  of  blood  to  the  brain. 

DBLiTxmsD  AT  THS  Lastly,  1  adverted  to  the  peculiar  nervous 

tOLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS,  K^Tk^II^S!?^'  ""^  ""!?^''  "*^  "" 

'  plained  their  developmeat  on  the  same  pnn- 

Maeob  1843,  dple  of  deficient  vascular  pressure  on  the 

Bt  Gmms  Bomaowg,  M.D.  ^.^  '*^}^'  ".*"  ***»  »"  ^  •'"P'" 

^    .  .         «    «     ^  ,         '     .  condition  of  anKmia  of  these  parts. 
Fbysiciui  to  St.  D«tholoaiew'8  Hospital.  j  ^^j  proposed  to  have  contin^d  thU  argu- 

""^  ment  in  its  application  to  other  cerebral  affec- 

LacTumi  III.  tions,  particularly  to  the  different  forms  of 

n.  m0mmiit>mm  «#•  ih»  Atvif .  mul  mnimtil  Aor/I  "poplcxy ;  but  1  am  Unavoidably  compelled  to 
Qmmir^Homt  nf  tk€  h;am  ^fP*nal  eord        ^^  ^hesc  remarks  to  a  future  oppor- 

dependtmg  o»  meui§  duease  of  the  heart,  tunitv 

In  my  teocmd  kctore  I  concluded  an  oc-        The  subject  of  this  lecture  will  not,  how- 

eonnC  of  the  modiflcations  which  the  circu-  ever  be  foreign  to  the  principle  I  have  been 

latUm  in  tlw  bnin  is  capable  of  undergoing  advocating,  viz.  the  influence  of  the  central 

in  health  and  diaeaae ;   and  particularly  of  organ  of  the  circulation  on  the  functions  of 

the  variatioBi  fai  the  quantity  of  blood  within  the  brain. 

the  craniom,  mider  the  influence  of  abstrac-        Upon  the  present  occasion  I  shall  invite 

tkm  of  blood,  of  posture,  and  of  obstruction  your  attention  to  a  class  of  cases  which  are 

to  the  fotun  of  blood  from  the  brain.     I  often  misunderstood,  and  where  all  the  symp- 

then  prooBeJed  to  shew  that  pressure  was  an  toms  indicate  a  severe  affection  of  the  uer- 

faapottmC  principle  both  in  sustaining  and  vous  centres  ;  but  which,  in  reality,  depend 

destroying  the  functions  of  the  brain .     From  on  disturbance  of  the  circulation  produced  by 

pfajsiolagLDal  and  pathological  considerations,  active  disease  in  the  heart  and  its  membranes. 
I  mpported  the  opinion,  that  a  compressing        The  diagnosis  of  diseases  of  the  heart  has 

Ibree  is  oontiniially  exerted  upon  the  sub-  occupied  so  much  attention  during  the  last 

■tanoe  of  the  brain,  and  that  this  pressure  is  twenty  years,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 

pradioed  by  vaaealar  distension.     I   then  anticipate  any  important  additions  to  our 

id  the  effects  of  variations  of  this  knowledge  of  this   part  of  the  history  of 

on  die  healthy  brain,  suggesting  the  cardiac  affections.     But  it  appears  to  me 

that  the  effects  of  increased  vas-  that  the  full  extent  of  the  influence  of  dis- 

are  often  obviated  by  a  trans-  eases  of  the  heart  upon  other  organs,  and 

of  tlie  extra-vascular  serum  to  the  especially  upon  the  brain,   has  not    been 

■pfaMl  canal.    This  led  me  to  support  the  thoroughly  CHtimated  by  authors  on  diseases 

opUbn  of  Sir  Everard   Home,   that   the  of  these  organs,  and  certainly  not  by  the 

wmnm  in  the  cerebral  ventricles  was  the  mass  of  the  profession. 
■eans  of  diffusing  equable  pressure  through-        The  influence  of  hypertrophy  and  valvular 

out  the  mass  of  &e  brain.  diseases  of  the  heart  upon  the  brain,  has, 

I  then  applied  this  principle  of  vascular  indeed,  been  treated  of  by  numerous  writers 

pnasore  to  explain  the  phenomena  of  those  in  the  present  day,  and  by  none  more  suc- 

aftttiuus  of  the  brain  which  are  of  an  inter-  cessfuUy,  in  my  opinion,  than  by  our  late 

■Itting  character,  such  as  epilepsy,  although  talented  and  lamented  fcUow,  Dr.  Hope.     It 

te  cerebral  lesion  is  permanent.     I   also  is  not,  however,  upon  these  chronic  leaioua 

itfeeaiptBd  to  explain  the  phenomena,  of  syn-  of  the  Yieatt,  ivVa^^  >QA>&a^^  ^Qi(\  vm^ 

MM  depending   nther  upon   deficient  oppoTtun\l\e%  \o  ^t  ^Ys^wivBaoL  VaVsnsiXo^ 
60Si — XXXI  r.  >i 
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diagnosis,  and  adopt  suitable  treatment,  that  Maclcod*,   Dr.  F.  Hawkiusf,   and   a   few 

I  now  wish  to  offer  a  few  observations  :   it  others  in  this  country.    But  the  most  in- 

is  particularly  in  reference  to  pecaliarities  teresting  and  valuable  infonnation  upon  this 

attending  acute  disease  of  the  heart  that  I  subject  has  been  given  to  the  proferalon  by 

venture  to  claim  your  attention.  Dr.    Richard    Bright,   in    his    account    of 

Different  systeipatic  writers  on  diseases  of  **  Cases  of  Spasmodic  Disease  accompanjring 

the  heart  have  incidentally  mentioned  that  Affections  of  the  Pericardium/'  (Vol.  22, 

inflammatory  affections  of  that  organ  arc  Med.  Chir.  Trans.) 

occasionally  accompanied  with  such  severe        The  late  Dr.  Hope,  in  his  elaborate  Trea- 
symptoms  of  nervous  irritation,  that   the  tise  on  tlie  Heart,  remarks,  that  those  caaes 
primary  affection  of  the  heart  is  either  over-  of  disease  of  that  organ  which  simulate  an 
looked  altogether,  or  is  so  masked  by  the  affection  of  the  brain  are  very  rare ;  and  it  is 
nervous  disorder  that  it  is  not  detected  until  remarkable  that  with  his  unremitting  atten> 
irreparable  mischief  is  done  to  a  vital  organ,  tion  to  diseases  of  the  heart,  he  never  met 
A  few  cases  of  the  same  kind  are  to  be  found  with  a  single  instance  m  his  own  experience, 
recorded  in  periodicals,  and  in  the  Transac-  It  has  so  happened  that  four  or  five  such 
tions  of  medical  societies,  during  the  past  anomalous  and   deceptive  cases  have  come 
twenty   years.     But  a  connected    view  oS  under  ray  observation  ;  and  I  have  reason  to 
these  remarkable  and  frightful  cases  has  not,  believe  Uiat  they  are  of  more  frequent  oc- 
as far  as  I  know,  been  hitherto  presented  to  currence  than  b  commonly  supposed, 
the  medical  public.     Without  arrogating  to        Authors  on   diseases  of  the  brain   and 
myself  any  merit  for  originality  in  the  view-  spinal  cord,  have  indeed,  and  especial)y  of 
of  them  which  I  am  about  to  offer,  I  think  late  years,  pointed  out  the  numerous  extra* 
a  synopsis  of  them  will  be  a  suitable  illus-  neous  sources  of  irritation  capable  of  indoc- 
tration  of  the  great  pathological  principle  I  ing   symptoms   of  disordered  functions   of 
have  been  upholding  in  these  lectures,  viz.  those  nervous  centres.  Such  symptoms  have 
the  influence  of  modifications  of  the  circnla-  often  been  mistaken  for  the  effects  of  morbid 
tion  on  the  functions  of  the   brain.     Tlic  changes  going  forward  in  those  centres ;  but 
earliest  recorded  cose  of  this  kind  is  that  as  far  as  I  liavc  been  able  to  ascertain,  these 
detailed    by.  Mr.    Stanley^.      Dr.    Aber-  authors  have  scarcely  ever  alluded  to  acute 
crombie,  in  1821,  communicated  a  nearly  diseases  of  the  heart,  as  the  sources  of  irrita- 
similar    case    to     the    Medico- Chirurgical  tion  to  the  nervous  centres. 
Society  of  Edinburgh,  in  a  paper  entitled.         In  Dr.  M.  HalPs  recent  volume,  '*  On 
''Contributions  to  the   Pathology  of   the  Diseasesof  the  Nervous  System,"  he  devotes 
Heart."     It  is  singular  that  this  valuable  a  chapter  to  the   consideration   of   those 
essay   from    so   distinguished    a    physician  affections    which    he    terras    *'  of    remote 
should  have  escaped  the  notice  of  (I  believe)  origin."     The  effects  on  the  nervous  system 
ull  subsequent  writers  on   diseases  of  the  frora  intestinal  irritation,  from  loss  of  blood » 
heart.     Dr.   Latham  was  the  next  in  the  chlorosis,  gout,  shock,  and  affections  of  the 
order  of  precedence  to  call  attention  to  this  kidney,  are  there  carefuUy  pointed  out ;  but 
deceptive  form  of   cardiac    inflammation ;  he  only  incidentally  alludes  to  those    re- 
and   he  informs  usf,  "  that  when  he  first  markable  disorders  of  the  nervous  centres 
related  the  particulars  of  bis  case  to  several  excited  by  active  inflammation  of  the  heart 
medical  fi'iends,  they  looked  incredulous,  or  and  pericardium. 

rather  contemptuous,  of  the  man  who  would  Having  given  this  concise  summary  of  the 
mistake  an  inflammation  of  the  pericardium  scattered  information  we  possess  on  this 
and  heart  for  an  inflammation  of  the  brain."  intesesting  point  in  the  history  of  diseases  of 
Nevertheless,  I  shall  present  to  you  a  short  the  heart,  I  shall  now  direct  your  attention 
account  of  many  analogous  cases,  occurring  to  a  series  of  cases  of  inflammation  of  the 
in  the  practice  of  men  of  eminence  both  in  tissues  of  that  organ,  where  the  dis- 
Paris  and  in  London.  How  many  others  have  ease  was  altogether  mistaken  for  offecUons  of 
occurred  in  the  practice  of  physicians  who  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  or,  where  the  pro- 
have  been  less  candid  in  recording  their  mis-  mineut  symptoms  were  referable  to  those 
takes,  and  how  great  a  number  must  have  nervous  centres.  I  shall  show  that  there  is 
liappened  iu  the  practice  of  those  who  were  scarcely  an  affection  of  the  cerebrO'Spinal 
unable,  or  who  took  no  pains,  to  distinguish  system  wliich  may  not  be  simulated  by  in* 
these  deceptive  cases,  it  is  impossible  to  say.  flammatory  diseases  of  the  heart  and  its 
Andralt  and  Bouillaud^  have  recorded  cases  membranes, 
of  this  kind,  as  well  as  Dr.  CoplandH,  Dr.         I  shall  begin  with  citing  (1)  some  cases 

— ■ which  were  marked  with  all  the  usual  symp- 

«  Transactions  of  the  Medteo^Chirargical  So-  toms  of  inflammation  of  the  brain  and  its 

*^*?^rt?^"**^"«  \^^l7^  '®'^'*v    u        .  membranes ;  (2)  cases  simulating  mania  and 

t  Pathological  Lectures  on  the  Heart,  Lond.  '*^^^^^^^*  \^J  »'~^»  buu***^^,    b     ««»  «u» 

Mkd.  OazTvoI.  ill.  dementia;  (3)  cases  charactensed  by  apo- 

/  CUn,  Med. "" ' 

T  Traits  sar  lea  MMlndies  da  Coeur,  *  On  Hbeumitifim. 

Dictionary.  t  Gulstonisn  LecVareft  on  w«?Mft»Xv^Tsv. 
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plectic  and  nileptio  symptomi ;  (4)  cases  have  presented  to  our  consideration  an  in- 

with  wdl-BQanea  symptoms  of  tetanus  and  stance  of  inflammation  attacking  the  heart, 

trismus,  and,  (5)  othos,  still  more  nume-  so  violent  as  to  pass  immediately  into  sup- 

rdas.  acoompained  hy  symptoms  of  a^ra-  puration,  and  at  the  same  time  so  destructive 

vated  chorea  and  hysteria.  as  to  prove  fatal  in  four  days  from  its  com- 

These  Tarlous  cases  are  coDected  from  mencement;  and  yet  of  the  symptoms  whidi 

dUTocBt  aooroes,  and  in  adapting  them  to  arose,  there  was  not  one  which  appeared 

the  dfajeet  I  have  in  view  I  have  necessarily  directly  referable  to  the  affected  organ  ;  on 

been  dhl%ed  to  curtail  the  histories  as  they  the  contrary,  from  their  general  tendency, 

stand  in  the  original  authors.  the  attention  was  diverted  from  the  central 

1       ^    •             •    f          , .  organ  of  the  circulation,  the  actual  seat  of 

"  .    — ^ilefiw   ''^^'T    rhewmaittmf  disease,  to  the  centre  of  the  nervous  system, 

eompHeaied  wiik   earaittM  and  periear-  where   there  existed  no    organic  derange- 

HiiMf  prttenthkff  the  ordHuny  »jfmptom»  mcnt. 
qf  on  utflammaiofy  aff'eetion  qf  the  brain . 

In  April,  1816,  one  of  the  boys  at  Christ's  Cask   U,—Idinpaikie  perieardiiU  giving 
Homital  was  attacked  with  febrile  symptoms,  rhe  to  chorea,  and  sjfmptoms  of  an  m- 
•nd  pidn  In  one  thigh  and  knee.    The  pain  flammatory  qfeciiou  qftke  brain. 
In  the  limb  quickly  subsided,  when  he  be-  A  young  lady,  st.  16,  cnme  under  Dr. 
eame  restless,  sleepless,  and  delirious.  Mlien  A)>cn;rombie's  care  on  the  8th  of  January 
aaked  if  be  suffered  pain,  he  pointed  to  his  1812,  complaining  of  acute  pain  at  the  pit 
forrhead      On  the  third  day  of  his  illness  he  of  the  stomarh,  with  very  short  breathing  : 
faaadakindof  convulsive  fit,  which  soon  went  pulse  generally  130,   extreme  restlessness, 
offi     He  passed  another  restless  night  with  almostnosleep,  with  a  good  deal  of  delirium. 
deUrium,  and  gradually  sank  into  fatal  coma  In  the  third  week,  after  antiphlogistic  treat- 
on  the  fourth  day,  never  having  com])Iained  ment,  the  pain  abated,  and  she  could  take  a 
of  any  pabi  in  the  chest  throughout  his  illness,  full  breath.     Afterwards  she  fell  into  a  state 
It  having  been  considered,  from  the  general  resembling  chorea,  with  convulsive  agitations 
diaracter  of  the  symptoms,  that  there  was  of  the  limbs,  constant  motion  of  the  head, 
milammation  going  forward  in  the  brain,  all  wild  rolling  of  the  eyes  and  delirium,  vhich 
the  remedies  were  directed  to  that  organ  ;  80on  increased  to  tuck  a  degree,  that  for 
and  upon  examination  of  the  body  the  head  several  days  the  waa  with  difficulty  kept  in 
was  first  faispected.     But  after  an  attentive  bed.     She  no  longer  complained  of  pain ; 
examination  of  the  brain  nothing  further  the  breathing  was  natural;  the  pulse  120, 
ooold  be  icmaiked  than  that  the  vessels  were  and  small.   After  this  she  gradually  recovered 
generally  tnigid;    not  more  so,  however,  her  usual  health,  but  on  the  20th  April, 
than  Ufreqnentiy  seen  when  death  has  taken  upon  exposure  to  cold  and  fatigue,  she  was 
place  nnder  drcomstances  that  led  to  no  seized  as  before,  but  the  pain  was  more 
mupkaoD.  of  affection  of  the  brain.     Upon  towards  the  left  side.     It  was  accompanied 
openlnig  the  pericardium  it  was  found  to  with    dyspnoea,   anxiety,   and   restlessness, 
contain  between  four  and  five  ounces  of  turbid  She  died  on  April   2Gth,  with    increased 
■erons  fleid,  with  flakes  of  coagulable  lymph  dyspnoea,  great  anxiety,  vomiting,  and  rapid 
flftitiiFg  in  it*    The  entire  free  surface  of  the  sinking  of  the  vital  powers.  Upon  dissection, 
pericardium,  both  of  the  loose  and  reflected  a  thick  layer  of  soft  coagulable  lymph  was 
portions,  was  covered  with  a  thin  layer  of  found  interposed  between  the  surfaces  of  the 
moph,  exhibiting  a  reticulated  appearance,  pericardium,  which  were  adherent  through- 
Upon  cutting  through  the  parietes  of  the  out.     There  was  a  deposition  of  the  same 
Mart,  the  muscular  fibres  presented  an  ex-  kind  upon  the  exterior  of  the  pericardium, 
ceedingly  dark  colour.    The  fibres  were  also  in  some  places  nearly  half  an  inch  in  thick- 
tery  softt  and  loose  in  their  texture,  easily  ness.    Tlie  surface  of  the  heart  was  dork- 
sepaimbte,    and    with    fiunlity    compressed  coloured  and  very  vascular.    The  lungs  were 
between  the  fingers.    Upon  looking  close'y  in  some  places  indurated.    The  other  viscera 
to  tlie  cut  surfaces,  numerous  small  collet  -  were  healthy. 

tioDS  of   dark-coloured  pus    were    visible  After  detailing  eix  other  cases  of  pericar- 

anong  the  muMular  fibres.  ditis  terminating  fatally  in  the  acute  stage, 

Tbe  internal  lining,  valves,   and   every  Dr.  Abercrombie  observes*,  **  a  remarkable 

otiier  part  of  the  organ,  exhibited  nothing  circumstance  in  the  history  of  this  dangerous 

worthy  of  remark,  except  a  state  of  general  afTcrtion  is,  that  it  may  be  going  on  rapidly, 

taigesoence  of  the  capillary  vessels,  and  that  yet  insidiously,  while  our  attention  is  occu- 

aU  the  cavities  of  the  heart  were  loaded  with  pied  by  symptoms  which  have  no  relation 

eoignlated  blood.  to  it." 

Upon  this  interesting  case,  Mr.  Stanley . 

Bakes  tiie  following  remarks.*    "  We  here  .  >    ,,    ^ 

«  roulr\\)uWoiv%  \o  \Yvfe  "^V\^^\a?a  ^Sl^^S^"^ 

•  Oa  CuditiM.    TranBBetiQM  of  Aledico-Chi  TrauMWIiona  ot  VL«V.  Oat.  %at.  ^  ^Wi«SM«^, 

''rgical Society,  Vol  yil.  Vol.  i.  \W\ . 
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Cases  III.  ani>  IV. ^Pericarditis,  without  cul^  »»  opening  thcmouth,  and  the  mind 

iMv  signa  (/  rheumatism,  giving  rise  to  *>^8»^  ^  wander.    The  dehrtum  gradually 

tympioms  t^f  inflammation  qf  the  hram.  increased  untU  it  was  absolntelj  necesnnr 

v>     .   .,        ,  J  J*  ^1.  ^  to  pat  htm  under  personal  restraint.    He 

Dr.  Latham  has  recorded*  the , cue  of  •  aief  at  theendof  tli«weeks.    Inthb 


yoniig  woman. -Jich  ••  strongly  i^r^  iy„ph  ^  fo„,^  effused  in  abondnce  on 

TViJZS^°H^J'?„'fMr!ijrfe  tL  interior  of  the  pericardimn.  and,  to  . 

iT  ^^i""^  'r'^^l "J?2!,'!?7w  »%l»t  Mtent.  on  the  exterior  of  that  mem. 

whom i|U the lymptomiledto the beU^^  ^^^     The  Talve.  of  the  left  iMe  of  the 

tte  brain  was  mflamed     The  whrie  force  of  ^^  ^^  ,^j,^  ^^^  „g,tationt    The 

the  treatment  waa  ther^re  directed  to^  ^^        ^^  healthy*: 

organ.    The  woman  died ;  and  upon  dissec-  r          ^            ^ 

tioD  the  brain  and  its  coverings  were  found  Cases  VI.  and  VII.— mgwiimtfe  jwrsMr- 

in  a  perfectly  healthy  and  natural  state,  and  ditis  detected  during  tffe,  aetmnpanied 

the  pericardium,  towards  which  there  was  with  symptoms  qf  inflammation  of  the 

no  symptom  during  life  to  induce  the  slightest  brain,  and  terminating  in  reeonery, 

suspicion  of  disease,  exhibited  unequivocal  InDr.Macleod'sessay  "OnRheamatism, 

marks  of  acute  inflammation.  &c."  published  in  1842,  there  are  two  cases 

Another  woman,  «t.  40,  was  admitted,  m  ^f  rheumatic  pericarditis  recorded,  in  which 

1839,   mto    St.   Bartholomew's    Hospital,  gymptoms  of   mflammation    of   the  brain 

suffenng  under  slight  delirium,  fever,  and  gnpervened,  and  which  were  both  suowJssfuUy 

other  symptoms  of  an  inflammatory  afiection  treated.     The  first,  a  young  woman,  Kt.  27, 

of  the  brain.     She  was  treated  for  this  sup-  ^^  admitted  m  the  third  week  of  rheumatic 

posed  aflectioB  of  the  bnun,  and  did  not  fg^er  into  St.  George's  Hospital.     On  the 

present  a  single  symptom  referable  to  the  following   day   some    incoherence  was  re- 

heart.     She  «nk  m  about  four  days  after  marked,  and  the  physical  signs  of  pericarditia 

admission.     No  disease  was  found  in  the  detected.  On  the  third  day  constant  delirium 

bram  or  elsewhere,  excepting  the  free  sur-  supervened,  with  restlessness  and  jactitation, 

faces  of  the  pencardium  bcmg  coated  with  ^  that  it  was  necessary  to  put  on  a  straight 

tiiick  honeycomb  lymph,  wluch  had  evidently  waistcoat.     At  the  expiration  of  a  week  the 

been  efifused  withm  a  few  days  previous  to  delirium  began  to  subside ;  and,  on  examina- 

herdeath.  tion  of  the  heart,  the  friction  sound  had  dis- 

Therc  appears  to  have  been  one  peculiarity  appeared,  but  the  sounds  and  impulse  of  the 

common  to  three  out  of  the  four  cases  I  have  heart  were  feeble,  distant,  and  mtcrmittcnt. 

just  recited,  which  was,  that,  throughout  she  gradually  improved  during  the  ensuing 

their  progress,  there  was  no  symptom  present  ten  days,  when  she  was  twice  affected  with  a 

which  directed  attention  to  the  organ  affected,  convulsive  fit  of  an  epileptic  character.  Prom 

In  the  case  recorded  by  Dr.  Abercrombie,  this  time  she  progressively  improved, 

the  patient  had  complained  of  pain  in  the  The  treatment  of  this  successful  case  con- 

epigastrium,  and  of  dyspnoea,  before  the  gjgted  of  bleeding,  once  generally,  and  once 

acoMSion  of  the  symptoms  of  affection  of  loyally,  calomel  and  opium,  with  purgatives, 

the  bram  and  spmal  cord ;  and  these  symp-  ^^d  blisters  to  the  chest 

toms  caused  his  treatment  to  be  addressed  The  second  case  rented  by  Dr.  Macleod 

nttr  to  Uie  oijpn  affected.     Nevertheless,  occurred  in  a  man  of  intemperatt  habits, 

tt^case,  as  well  as  the  other  tiiree,  proved  j^.  39,  who  was  admitted,  September  1837, 

'****•  into  St.  George's  Hospital,  labouring  under 

Case  IV.  «—  Rheumatic   pericarditis,  at-  ^<^^  rheumatism  of  three  weeks'  duration. 

tended  with  chorea  and  symptoms  of  in-  He  was  bled,  purged,  and  took  calomd  and 

flammation  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  opium.     On  the  fourth  day  after  his  admis- 

In  April  1836,  Dr.  Richard  Bright  was  '^''''^^  !?f  observed  to  be  incoherent,  wij 

summoned  to  attend  a  yomig  man,  set  17,  much  wddnew  of  expression.     His  mouth 

who,  twelve    days    prerioualy,    h;d   bee,^  was  alreadyjOP^ 

attacked  with  rheum^ism.     On   tiie  sixth  Sf "l^^    O^^S^  f  if™"     /^  T  Ti^ "" 

t^'l.tT'.^r^'ofV^T.^:  'hSTncr^^^so'^r-^ft^est 

jsrt;  Ta?  ^t^^i  S^p^mf oj  rr^'^ierii;?.^''  * ''-  ^^7^^ 

severe  chorea,  tiie  s^Sna  being  more  violent  !KL     .J^    ^^'^^^^  ^""^  detected, 

than  almost  ever\e«^in  tiiat  disorder.  ^"^  ^^  ^\^  following  days  the  same 

Although  no  pacticolar  SYmptom  pointed  T^V^^  persisted,  and  were  treated  with 

out  disease  of  Uie  heart,  stiU  it  was  rather  "^P****^  ^°'"  ®^  ^e  *c«*a^«  of  morphia, 

suspected.  In  a  few  days  tiie  spasms  asramed  ^^^  ^^"^  the  deUrium  declined,  and 

the^aracteroftiiemostvk>li£toonvulsi^  tiie  friction  sound  disappeared.     He  gra- 

his  speech  became  indistinct,  tiiere  was  difll!  JS^  I*^^'  ""^  !?'7  ^""^  ^  *^^ 

"^ of  the  heart  became  natural. 

*  Mmdical  Oazmttb,  Yd  tiL  «.MedkoJChlrurgica^TciinMicX\mA,N^^  x»i. 
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1  tUnk  ire  can  hardly  attiilmte  the  sue-  week,  the  nibbing  tonnd  still  being  audible ; 

m  wUch  attended  the  treatment  of  these  she  became  pui^ged  and  exhausted  by  the 

two  last-mentioned  cases,  as  compared  with  mercnry,    without  affection  of  the  gums. 

the  want  of  saeoesa  In  the  five  preceding  Milder  mercnrials,  with  opiates,  leeches,  and 

JastsMoea,  to  any  other  circumstance  than  the  a  blister  to  the  chest,  were  now  emploved, 

mAf  tietoction  of  pericarditis  by  its  physical  and  she  was  removed  to  a  separate  ward  on 

■gns.    In  these  two  encouraging  cases  there  aoconnt  of  her  noise  disturbing  the  other 

dees  not  appear  to  have  been  any  symptom  patients.     Her  condition  remained,  however, 

nferaUe  to  the  heart  prior  to  the  occurrence  nearly  the  same,  being  delirious  throughout 

of  the  deBrium,  and  the  phyrical  signs  of  the  montii  of  October.    In  the  banning 

pericarditis  were  not  detected  until  after  of  November  she   became  more  tranquil, 

the  snperTe&tkm  of  the  peculiar  cerebral  and  even  took  some  part  in  the  nurse's 

qpiujpCouii.  duties  in  the  ward.     She  never  spoke,  unless 

la  the  Ciro  following  cases  of  rheumatic  to  answer  questions,  and  then  very  briefly. 

periearditia  we  shall  ramark  a  still  further,  SSie  was  dischaiged  on  November  19,  neariy 

■■ore  ■erioui,  and  permanent  injury  done  to  in  this  condition,  having  had   no  return 

the  brain.     In  both,  indeed,  life  was  pre*  of  rheumatism,  nor  at  this  time  could  any 

■nredy  the  one  however  terminating  in  de-  unnatural  sound  of  the  heart  be  heard. 
■wnlia,  the  eeooad  in  insanity.  On  Oct.  25,  1838,  a  girl,  set.  16,  was  ad« 

mitted  into  the  same  ward,  suffering  under 

Cabbs  VIII.  AKD  IX.— IZAeuma/ie  pen-  rheumatUm,  which  was  not  very  severe.     On 

cmftfiff,  aeeompimied  with  chorea,  and  November  2d  she  appeared  very  restless,  and 

«N4i^^  Ml  dememita  m  one  Ciue,  and  m  i^^  constantly  moving  about  her  arms,  but 

iMieMi/y  in  the  oiher.  ^Qt  £n  that  jerking  manner  commonly  ob- 

A  hooaemaid,  et.  Z4,  was  admitted  into  served  in  chorea ;  her  manner,  too,  ap{>earcd 

8fc.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Aug.  23, 1838,  strange,   and  when  addressed  she  did  not 

under  the  care  of  one  of  my  colleagues,  answer  the  questions  which  were  put  to  her, 

eiJfaiiig  from  riieumatism,  affecting  almost  but  spoke  of  something  else,  and  then  after 

every  joint  of  the  body,  and  causing  the  some  hesitation.     The  movements  of  the 

moat  acute  suffiering,  together  with  much  arms  and  legs  became  in  a  day  or  two  more 

ftim'.    On  the  following  day  the  respiration  violent ;  she  was  continually  delirious,  and  it 

was  obseiTed  to  be  hurried,  and  accompanied  was  necessary  to  employ  personal  restraint. 

witii  pain  about  tiie  prsecordia.     Ausculta-  Her  rheumatism  diisappeared,  and  I  was  in- 

tioa  aft  thia  tiote  discovered  no  unnatural  formed,  for  I  did  not  see  her  until  a  later 

■omid  about  the  heart.     She  was  bled  from  period,  that  there  was  no  unnatural  sound  of 

tlie  arm ;  cupping-glasses  were  api)lied  be-  the  heart. 

neath  the  ■nmwte ;   calomel  and  antimony        She  continued  in  this  state  until  Nov.  8, 

administered  utemally,  and  thcncolcliicum.  when  the  chorea  gradually  subsided,  but  the 

At  the  eipiration  of  a  week  her  pains  still  strangeness  of  manner  remained  up  to  the 

oontinaod,  and  aa  the  colchicum  had  dis-  time  of  her  discharge,  December  3,  1838. 

turbed  the  atomaeh  and  bowels,  it  was  de-  She  however  answercdquestions  more  readily, 

tcnnined  to  Ueat  the  case  with  opiates,  but  was  harassed  by  delusions,  insisting  that 

During  the  ensuing  week  her  pains  declined,  she  was  in  Newgate,  whither  she  had  been 

not  uniformly,  but  rather  remitting ;   her  sent  for  her  wickedness. 
nigbta,  however,  were  sleepless.     On  the  8th         It  was  remarkable  that  this  and  the  former 

of  September  I  was  requested  to  see  her.     I  patient,  although  they  never  addressed  any 

faand  her  sitting  up  in  bed,  moaning  and  one,  nor  spoke  to  each  other,  were  always  to 

wringing  her  hands,  with  a  vacant  expression  be  found  together,  in  whatever  part  of  the 

of  eountenance.     She  did  not  appear  con-  ward  they  might  happen  to  be,  where  they 

■eioiis  of  what  was  passing  around  her,  or  sat  and  looked  at  each  other,  regardless  of 

■earody  ao ;  she  did  not  answer  questions,  anything  else. 

or  on^  in  monosyllables,  and  when  much        Although  the  physical  signs  of  pericarditis 

W)ged  e  she  occarionally  put  her  hand  to  her  were  not  detected  in  the  last  described  case, 

IwmI  fdien  -questioned   about   pain  there.  I  think  that  when  its  history  is  compared 

Dering  the  previous  night  she  had  been  with  other  similar  affections  of  the  nervous 

wakeAily  delirious,  and  constantly  getting  out  system,  coming  on  in  the  course  of  rheuma- 

ef  bed.    I  immed^tely  suspected  the  nature  tism,  there  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  the  ex- 

of  the  ca«e,  and  by  a  carefol  auscultation  was  istence  of  an  insidious  pericarditis  in  thia 

■bio  to  detect  a  to  and  Jro  friction-sound  patient  also. 

Ofcr  the  whole  prsecordial  region.     She  was  ^^    j  ^   j^x 

Mb  depleted  twice  locaUy,  calomel  and  CAnX.-^-PeHcardtttt, attended withtymp- 
opinm  were  adnunistered  freely,  mercurial  *f»^  ©/  apoptery,  and  ffenerat  paralyne. 
iaencClon  commenced,  and  a  blister  applied        ^^  Rostan*  telatea  Ibft  o^ait  ^'l  ^^^tsoebl 

99erUie  cardiac  region.  In  spite  of  these  reme- 

dfas4Aedd!iriumcontjnoed  during  the  ensuing        *  itecVicTcYiea«ux^aKCA\&«iismKXi\.^'^^>^ 
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wbo  was  admitted  under  his  care,  suflferiiig  Cask  Xll.-^Undeteeied  perieardiija,  cc- 

from  general  uneasiness.     On  the  second  companied  with  gymptomt  qf  mflamma- 

day  she  was  suddenly  seized  witli  a  complete  Hon  of  the  spinal  cord. 

loss  of  consciousness  ;   her  eyes  were  fixed,  Andnil  details*  the  following  case  of  acute 

the  eyelids  open ;  the  cheeks  flushed ;   the  periourditis  terminating  fatally,  where  the 

pulae  at  the  wrist,  and  impulse  of  the  heart,  symptoms  were  those  of  inflammation  of  the 

scaroely  perceptible ;   tlie  limbs  motionless,  gpiaal  cord,  delirium  and  tetanic  spasm  being 

except  when  pinched.     She  remained  in  this  especially  prominent, 

state  four  days,  and  died.  A  woman,  set.  26,  who  had  recently  mis- 

The  pericardium  was  found  covered  with  earned,  was  brought  into  La  Charite  Hospital 

fidse  membranes,  and  bloody  serum  effused  ^th  so  much  delirium,  that  no  account  of 

into  its  sac.      There  was   no  appreciable  her  complaint  could  be  obtained  fipom  herself, 

lesion  in  the  other  organs.  Her  delirium  was  characterised  by  a  re- 

^       ^,       ^       ,                 .     .   41^^^^,^  markably  obstinate  tadtumity;  her  lips  were 

^^'i^^T^^'^^i'^^'^.^^T?^   i?/  r^I^  observed  to  be  drawn  apart  by  conVulaive 

qf  undetected  pertcarditts,  not  rheu^  twitches.    On  the  foUowing  day  her  head 

vM^c,  ^jjg  frequently  drawn  backwards,  and  het 

A  young  man,  «et.  21,    was    admitted  i^y  thrown  up  in  jerks.    She  appeared  to 

(March  1834)  underthe  careof  M.  BouiUaud,  understand  questions,  and  answered,  but  was 

labouring  under  general  dropsy.     Twelve  incoherent.     On  the  fourth  day  after  her 

days  after  his  admission  he   was  attacked  g^miMion  the  delirium  disappeared.      The 

with  sudden  loss  of  consciousness ;  his  eye-  muscles  of  the  face  were  constantly  oon- 

balls  were  turned  upwards ;   his  breathing  ^^^^  and  her  upper  limbs  every  now  and 

became  stertorous;    his  lips  covered  with  ^j^^^^  became  as  rigid  as  in  cases  of  tetanus, 

frothy  saliva ;   his  limbs,  instead  of  being  q^  ^j^g  gf^j^  j^y  the  delirium  returned ;  her 

thrown  about  m  convulsive  movements,  were  j.  j^y^^  ^^^^  palsied ;  she  fell  into  •  state  of 

completely  paralysed.      On  the  following  coma,  and  died  that  evening. 

day  he  had  two  or  three  similar  apoplectic  q^  inspection  of  the  body,  the  membranes 

seizures,  which  however  did  not  last  many  ^^  gubstance  of  the  bram  and  spinal  cord 

mmutes.     He  was  also  observed  to  be  oc-  ^^^^  ^^^^  without  the  slightest  morbid 

casionally  slightly  delirious.    On  the  .fifth  change;    the  surfaces  of  the  pericardium 

day  after  the  appearance  of  these  cerebral  ^^^  covered  with  soft  lymph,  and  several 

symptoms  the  tumultuous    action  of  the  ounces  of  turbid  serum  were  contained  in 

heart  induced  M.  Bouillaud  to  examine  the  ^^  ^^^    There  was  no  disease  of  any  other 

condition  of  that  organ  more  carefully  than  ^^^^^ 

he  had  previously  done,  when  he  distinctly  |^^  Andral,  in  recording  this  curious  case, 

ascertained  the  presence  of  the  physical  signs  reconfmends  it  to  the  serious  attention  of 

of  pericarditis.     On  the  following  day  the  y^^  readers.     It  appears  to  him  to  show, 

patient  died  •      •  -..-i. 1- -- 

Diss 
lymph 

endocarditis  in  the  left  ventricle,  also  recent  ^^^^  nervous  symptoms,  such asare usually 

adhesions  with  some  serous  effusion  into  the  ^.j^^  consequence  of  disease  in  the  nervous 

right  pleura,  with  extensive  consoUdation  and  centres  themselves.      Although  M.  Andral 

softening  of  the  right  lung.    The  brain  pre-  describes  delirium  as  one  of  the  symptoms 

sented  no  morbid  appearances.     M.  Bouil-  present  in  the  foregoing  case,  yet  there  is 

hiud  remarks*  on  this  case,  that  without  the  ^^^  evidence  of  delirium  in  the  report,  beyond 

assistance  of  auscultation  and  percussion  it  ^j^^  obstinate  taciturnity,  which  may  have 

would  have  been  impossible  to  have  detected  ^^^^  ^^.^^  the  inability  to  command  the 

the  pericarditis  m  this  man.     He  never  com-  ^ygans  of  articulation. 
pUdned  of  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart, 

and  there  was  no  suspicion  of  rheumatic  in-  Case  XIII. — Tetanus  in  its  most  aggra- 

flammation  in  any  part  of  the  body.     M.  vated  fornix  occurring  in  a  case  qfunde^ 

BouiUaud  flattered  himself  that  thb  pericar-  teeted  rheumatic  pericarditis,  which  was 
ditis  had  come  on  in  the  night  previous  to        treated  as  inflammation  qf  the  spinal 

his  detecting  its  presence,  and  that  it  had  cordf» 

been  brought  on  by  exposure  to  cold  when  ^  ^^j^t  Ud,  »t.  16,  was  admitted  under 
the  man,  in  a  stote  of  delirium,  went  to  the  ^^  ^^^  ^{  ^  Bouillaud,  in  March,  1834. 
water-closet.  It  app<»n  much  more  proba-  ^  fortnight  previous  to  his  admission  he  had 
ble  that  the  pericardial »«  well  as  the  pncu-  y^  gwelling  of  hu  hands  and  arms,  which 
monic  inflammation  had  already  made  con-  prevented  him  from  working.  Shortly  af- 
sidereble  progress  at  the  time  of  the  first  {g^wards  he  was  seixed  with  convulsive  con- 
apoplectic  seixure.  — — 

■ •  Clin.  M^  1 1  p.  S4. 

*  TYnJt^  des  Maladies  da  Ccbut,  torn  f .  p.  819.  t  BouUlauA,  op.  c\\.  torn.  \.  ip.  ^soi. 
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tracticms  of  his  ffngen,  which  were  regarded  tractions  of  the  muscles  of  the  extremities. 

and  treated  as  epUrpsr.  On  examiuing  the  chest  he  was  fi)und  to 

At  the  time  of  his  admission  his  eyes  have    an    extraordinary  ciin'aturc   of   the 

were  fixed  and  haggard,  and  the  pupils  di-  epinr,  and  to  l>c  chickcii-brrustid.     He  was 

lated.     He  iiad  the  capcct  of  a  man  who  unaljle  to  infl;ite  the  lungs  coui))U't('ly.    Tlic 

apprehended  some  great  danger ;  his  intcl-  action  of  the  heart  was  tuinultudus  and  ir. 

Icct  was  dear,  but  he  replied  to  questions  rcguUr,  orcajiionally  intermittin]^.     On  Uip 

with  a  trembling  voice,  hCs  articulation  be-  two  succeeding  days  he  appeared  to  improve 

ing  intermpted  by  cries  and  sobs,  called  under  the  treatment  adopte«l,  the  caw?  l)oine 

forth  by  Kvere  cramps  in  his  limbs,  and  a  regarded  as  one  of  clironie  disease  of  the 

fcding  of  suffocation.     The  fingers,  linnds,  lungs,  with  enlargement  of  l\w  heart.    On 

Ibre-arms,   toes,   and  feet,    were  violently  tlic  third  day  the  oppression  about  the  chest 

oontneted.     The  muscles  of  the  lower  jaw,  increased  ;  iiut  the  cliief  .^utrcrini;  arose  from 

of  the  abdomen  and  limbs,  were  as  hanl  as  cramps  in  his  extremities,   nnil  oecnsiunnl 

ctone  during  the  sjiasms.     The  mouth  was  spasmodic  rigidity  of  the  whole  l>ody,  which 

opened  with  difficulty.      The  whole  body,  w<is  sometimes  bent  boctkwurds,   and  siip- 

bat  particnlarly  the  ftice  and  chest,  streamed  ported  by  the  occiput  and  hei^ls,  in  complete 

witib  perspiration,  which  became  more  abun-  opistliotonos.      lie  died    suddenly  in   the 

dmt  with  the  return  of  the  cramps.  course  of  the  following  night,  the  s]tasms 

Daring  the  four  sooceeding  days  he  suf-  having  been  so  severe  that  he  could  hardly 

faed  frmn  repeated  attacks  of  si>asmodlc  be  kept  in  his  bed. 

CoatractioDS  of  the  limbs,  with  more  urgent         On  dissection,  the  brain  was  found  quite 

•jmptmna  of   trismus.      Any  attempt  to  healthy.     No  truce  of  disease  was  found  in 

•waUow  aggravated  his  sufferings.     During  the  spmal  cord,  except  one  old  adhesion  of 

tlie  oontinnaiice  of  these  sym])toms  of  teta-  the  membranes,  and  some  ossiHc  scales  on 

nai  the  drculation  was  fre<iuent,  Uie  skin  the  surface  of  tiie  araelmoi J.      The  pericar- 

liot  or  perspiring,  the  bowels  constipateil,  dium  was  large,  and  contained  a  considera- 

aad  aome  dyioria  was  present.    The  disease  ble  quantity  of  turbid  scruiii,  with  a  depusi- 

waa  regarded  as  inflammation  of  the  6])inul  tion  of  lymph,  adlierihg  in  several  places  to 

oord,  and  treated  by  venesection,  and  re-  tlic  surface  of  tlie  lu-^rt.     The  heart  itsell 

pcatod  loeal  abstractions  of  blood  along  the  was  large;  the  valves  were  sound. 
aplne.     Opium  was  administered  iutenially,         The  eases  of  tetanus  whicli  I  liavc  now 

and  a  wann  bath  every  day.  related,  eomin;^  on  in  the  course  of  i>cricar- 

Tlw  patient  died  on  the  tenth  day  after  ditis,  sjiould  not  remain  mere  pathological 
the  first  appearance  of  the  spasms  in  tlie  curiosities :  they  should  suggest  some  use- 
fingers,  ful  practical  rulcii  in  the  treatment  of  that 

Diasectiim  detected  a  general  increased  terrible  ner\-ous  afTection.     Tlie  pathology 

▼aacularity  of  the  pericardium,   with  two  of  tetanus  is  confessedly  obscure :  numerous 

oanoes  of  pore  creamy  greenish  pus  in  that  coses  of  that  diseuiie  have  terminated  fatally 

aerooa   me,    and  old   adhesions  in   either  in  the  hands  of  the  most  able  practitioners, 

plenra.    The  brain  and  spinal  cord,   with  when  no  morbid  appearances  could  be  found 

their  membranes,  were  generally  congested,  in  the  spinal  cord  and  memliranes.     AVe  are 

Tlie  spinal  cord  was  rather  firm,  except  at  obligfd  to  confess  our  ignorance  of  the  na- 

the  superior  enlargement  of  the  cord,  where  ture  of  the  m()rl)id  action  in  such  cases,  and 

there  was  a  circumscribed  spot  of  softening,  affirm  that  the  spinal  cord  has  suflfered  from 

In  Hub  case  pericarditis  was  never  sus-  irritiition. 

pected,    and  its  physical  signs  were  not        Dr.   Marshall  Hall  has  ajiplied   ecrtiin 

Minght  after.     They  probably  would  have  epithets  to  nervous  afTuctions,  according  as 

been  more  obscure  than  usual,  on  account  the  source  of  irritation  is  situated  in  the 

of  the  absence  of  fibrinous  exudations,  and  brain  and  sjiinal  cord,  or  elsewhere.     Wlieu 

the  small  quantity  of  purulent  effusion  into  the  source  of  irritation  is  within  the  nervous 

the  pericardium.     It  is  also  worthy  of  re-  centres,  he  terms  the  atrection  centric ;  and 

man,  that  although  this  case  was  treated  by  when  it  is  situated  elsewhere  eccentric.    Tliu 

M.  Bonillaud  with  active  depletion,  and  by  cases  I  have  cited  upon  the  present  occasion 

hnge  doses  of  opium,  nevertheless  there  was  are  examples  of  eccentric  tetanus,  the  source 

no  alleviation  of  the  symptoms.  of  irritation  being  in  the  nerves  of  the  heart 

£%  -     "irixr      rr   i^t^^t^A  iAi^^4i.:^  «^;  and  diaphragm.     Considering  how  obscure 

Case  XIV.--Lnrf€/ec/ed  .rfio/^/^^  .     the  pathology,    and  hot  difficult   the 

^dttu.  attended  with  symptom,  of  m-  J^  ^^  ^^^       .^  ^^j^^^^^  ^^^ 

ftammatwn  qf  the  ipmal  cord.  henceforth,  in  cases  of  trismus  and  tetanus, 

Dr.  Macintosh*  descnbes  the  case  of  a  ^j,ich  are  not  traumatic  in  thdr  origin,  to 

middle-aged  man,  who  suffered  from  asthma,  gcrutinizc    the  sounds  and   action   of   the 

flleephiss  nights,  cough,  and  expectoration,  j^^^  ^y  auscultation,  and  to  seek  for  the 

and  at  the  game  time  from  spasmodic  con-  ^^^^  ^^  vencaiAWXa.     \\.  \^  xw  xwtNsssv^'^-i 

*  J'^mctl'ce  onniyiiic,  vol  it.    4  th  cililion.  refleclvoi\,\)>\t,  \\\J»i,  ^V^A  \visK.,VJoa.V.\ss5sx- 
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bers  have  perished  from  these  supposed  dis-        It  has  been  supposed  by  some  patkolo* 

eases  of  the  spinal  cord,  when  in  truth  the  gists  that  these  cases  are  only  met  with  in 

morbid  action  has  been  in  the  heart,  al-  connexion  with  rheumatism,  and  particularly 

though  that  has  not  been  detected.  where  pericarditis  is  engrafted  on  rhonma- 

The  connection  of  chorea  with  inflamma-  tism  of  the  joints ;  but  of  the  sixteen  oases 

tion  of  the  pericardium  has  already  been  I   have   narrated,    no   rheumatic  affection 

illustrated  in  the  narratives  I  have  just  de-  could  be  discovered  in  six  of  them.     In  two 

tailed ;  and  I  therefore  feel  disposed  to  add  or  three  the  pericarditis  might  be  regarded 

but  few  observations  on  this  part  of  the  as  idiopathic ;  in  the  others,  it  came  on  in 

subject.      It  is,  however,  very  fully  dis-  the  course  of  chronic  diseases  of  various 

cussed  by  Dr.  R.  Bright,  in  his  essay  *'  on  kinds. 

spasmodic  diseases  accompanying  affections  It  has  also  been  affirmed  by  some  writers, 
of  the  pericardium*."  No  less  than  five  that  when  peculiar  nervous  symptoms  do 
cases  of  this  complication  are  there  recorded  appear  in  the  course  of  rheumatism  or  pen- 
by  Dr.  Bright,  who  makes  the  following  carditis,  that  such  nervous  symptoms  arise 
remarks  on  their  pathology:  —  **  The  in-  from  a  metastasis  of  the  morbid  action  to 
stances  of  the  combination  and  alternation  the  membranes  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord, 
of  rheumatism  and  chorea  are  very  numerous;  Without  denying  the  occasional  occurrence 
and  though  I  doubt  not  in  some  cases  (as  of  such  a  phenomenon,  I  can  only  state, 
supposed  by  Dr.  Copland  and  others),  the  that  in  not  one  of  the  twelve  fatal  cases  I 
coverings  of  the  cerebro- spinal  mass  may  have  enumerated  could  a  trace  of  disease  be 
be,  and  are  implicated,  yet  I  believe  that  the  discovered  in  the  brain  or  its  membranes, 
much  more  frequent  cause  of  chorea,  in  con-  In  only  two  of  the  twelve  did  the  spinal  cord 
junction  with  rheumatism,  is  the  inflamma-  and  its  membranes  present  any  thing  re- 
tion  of  the  pericardium.  The  irritation  markablc.  In  the  case  of  tetanus  cited 
probably  is  communicated  thence  to  the  from  the  work  of  M.  Bouillaud,  the  cord 
spine,  just  as  the  irritation  of  other  parts,  and  its  membranes  were  vascular,  and  there 
as  of  the  bowels,  the  gums,  or  the  uterus,  is  was  also  one  small  point  in  the  cord  softened, 
communicated,  and  produces  the  same  dis-  In  the  case  of  tetanus  quoted  from  Dr. 
eases."  Macintosh,  an  old  adhesion  was  discovered 

The  series  of  cases  which  I  have  brought  in  the  membranes  of  the  cord,  and  some 

before  you,  I  think,  fully  support  the  cor-  small  ossific  scales  on  the  spinal  arachnoid, 

rectness  of  these  opinions.  I  have  already  alluded  to  the  opinions  of 

There  only  remains   one  other  nervous  Dr.    Bright  on  the  pathology  of  some  of 

affection,  to  which  I  alluded  at  the  com-  these  spasmodic  affections,  and  the  mode  in 

mencement  of  the  lecture,  as  occasionally  which  he  supposes  the  nervous  centres  to 

produced  by  active  disease  of  the  heart  and  become  affected.     I  fully  coincide  with  the 

pericardium :     it    is    hysteria.       In     Dr.  general  principle  of  his  explanation. 


Bright's  valuable  paper  b  recorded  a  re-  Dr.    Bright   reports,   that  in  the 

markable  case   of  chronic   disease   of    the  examined  by  him,  the  inflammation  was  not 

pericardium  which  was  accompanied  with  confined  to  the  interior  of  the  pericardium, 

hysteria.  but  existed  also  on  that  part  of  the  external 

From  this  collection  of  cases,  which  I  surface  of  the  pericardium,  as  well  as  pleura, 

have  analysed  and  detailed  on  the  present  where  the  phrenic  nerve,  in  its  course  or 

occasion,  we  learn  that  all  those  groups  of  distribution,   is  to  be  found.     Dr.  Bright 

sjrmptoms  which  indicate  the    most    for-  therefore  suggests  the  explanation,    **  that 

midable  diseases  of  the  brain  and  spinal  the  phrenic  nerve  is  the  more  immediate 

cord  may  arise  from  the  irritation  of  the  means  of  communicating  the  irritation  to  the 

nerves  of  the  heart,  without  any  structural  spinal  cord." 

change  in  the  nervous  centres  themselves.  In    the    case    I    have    cited  from    Dr. 

It  would  thus   ap}>ear,   to  employ  the  Abercrombie's  Essay,  there  was  found  not 

words  of  Andral,  "  qu'en  raison  des  suscep-  only  a  large  quantity  of  lymph  within  the 

tibilit^  individuelles,  il  n'est  point  d'organe  pericardium,   but  also  a  layer  of  lymph, 

dont  la  lesion  ne  puisse    determiner    lea  half  an  inch  in  thickness,  on  the  exterior  of 

symptomes   nerveux    les    plus    varies,   de  the  pericardium.    This  additional  (act  gives 

mani^re  A  produire  lympathiquement   les  support    to    the    explanation    offered    by 

differena  etats  morbides  dont  on  place  le  Dr.    Bright;    which  also   derives    further 

fiege  dans  les  centres  nerveux  et  ienrs  di-  confirmation   from    some    observations   of 

pendancesf."  M.  Bouillaud  on  these  remarkable  cases. 

I  may  now,  in  oondnsion,  venture  to  M.  Bouillaud,  in  reviewing  the  general 

offer  some  remarks  on  the  pathology  and  symptoms  of  pericarditis,  adverts  to  the 

treatment  of  these  cases,  as  a  distinct  class  extraordinary  disturbance  of   the  nervous 

pf  nervous  affections. system  in  some  cases  of  this  disease,  and 

pjl^  proceeds  to  analyse  the  peculiarities  which 

MM' t  i.  p.  40.  bave  diilinyi\ii!he4\l^tm*    \\«ivn!^ViDA.\.  t»M^ 
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■jmptoais  have  occurred  wben  peri-  of  the  heart  in  all  obscure  and  intractable 

euditia  haa  been  complicated  with  pleurisy,  affections  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord. 
mmd  wptwiaWy  with  cztensiTe  diaphragmatic        Lastly,  I  shall  briefly  allude  to  the  subject 

plaviay.     Tbia  opimon   he    supports    by  of  the  treatment  of  these  nervous  affectiona 

icfaia iiciii  to  aome  of  hia  own  cases,  as  well  appearing  in  the  course  of  pericarditis. 
Ml  to  one  recorded  by  Conriaart,  where  the        In  all  the  cases  which  I  have  adverted  to* 

paHant,  daring  life,  waa  attacked  with  spasms  where  the  plan  of  treatment  is  recorded, 

of  the  Boadaa  of  the  fitoe,  and  delirium,  abstraction  of  blood  was  resorted  to.     In 

Aller  death,  beaidaa  the  pericarditis,  there  aome  the  quantity  taken  was  considerable. 
wm  diMOvend  extensive  inflammation  of  the        In  most  of  the  cases,  in  coi^  unction  with 

planra  covering  the  diaphragm.    The  cele-  the  abstraction  of  blood,  other  remedies, 

mied  vepoblfean,  Mirabeau,  also  died  of  usually  termed  antiphlogistic,  were  employed. 

I  panoarditia  complicated  with  pleurisy.  In  a  few,  in  addition  to  abstraction  of  blood, 

of  hia  complaint  was  acoom-  opium  appears  to  have  been  freely  given ; 

with  the  moat  distressing  nervous  while  in  some  of  those  where  the  periourditia 

canaed  him  frequently  to  was  detected  during  life,  in  addition  to  the 

to  hia  philosophic  friend  and  phy-  abstraction  of  blood  generally  and  locally, 

(Cabanb)  to  put  an  end  to  his  agony  calomel  and  opium  were  administered  freely ; 

byjarge  doaea  of  opium.  and  mercurial  inunction  was  likewise  em- 

[ptanatkm  of  M.  Bonillaud  of  the  ployed  in  a  few :  and  of  these  various  modes 

of  these  caaes  of  pericarditis  with  of  treatment,  the  last  was  the  only  successfid 

laymptoma  of  nervous  excitement,  plan. 
doaely  coincides  with  that  given  by  Dr.        Of  the  fourteen  cases  I  have  detailed,  four 


R.  Bil^it.     Bnt  the  details  of  both  fatal    only  escaped  with  their  lives ;  and  of  these, 
fimnmble  cases  of  pericarditis  com-    three  were  treated  on  the  calomel  and  opium 


with    pleurisy,    recorded    in    the  plan,  combined  with  the  abstraction  of  blood. 

wotk  of   M.   Bonillaud,    shew   that  such  Of  the  remaining  eleven,  treated  on  the 

not    necessarily   attended    with  various    methods    I    have    spediied,    ten 

owitement.    I  have  known  several  perished. 


oi  riienmatic   pericarditis   com- 
with  pleurisy,  where  no  peculiar 

aymptoma  were  present ;  on  the  CLINICAL  LECTURES 

otkBr  hand,  I  have  seen  a  few  cases  of  peri-  ^^  ^^^ 

where   no  pleurisy    existed,   and 
wen  diaracterised  by  these  strange    THEORY  &  MEDICAL  TREATMENT 
■  plienomena.  OF  INSANITY. 


On  thia  partoftbepatho!ogy  of  the  heart  ^  ,.        <    ^  oj   r   l  *    rr      -*  i 

Ik^  dThopb  mVde  the  foUowing  re-  l>el,vered  at  St.  Luke  ,  Ho»p,tal. 

BBihi :  **  lliere  ia  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that  May  1st,  3il,  and  5th. 

$S!Z' tbt^t  t^^X'^neJZ^,  B'^  Al«xani,«»  Joun  Sutherland. 

it  ia  ^H^u^f^nrwL  obvious,  that  this  complication  _ 
miAt  aggravate  the  symptoms  of  pericar- 

"     •     them  to  their  utmost  intensity;  Lbcturk  I. 


but  It  does  not  follow  that  all  cases  of  un-    introduction.    Different    theories    qf  the 
••    --■   pericarditis  should  be  exempt        nature  and  seat  of  intanity.     Reasons  for 


from  mOk  severe  symptoms :  nor  are  they.  considering  the  seat  qf  the  disease  to  be 

Dr.  Hope  adda,  that  the  sardomc  expression,  ,„  ^^^  ^^^,„      Qf  ^itorders  of  the  mentat 

'  pecnliar  contortions  of   the    features,  faculties.     Of  fatuity  —  incoherence  — 

"•- the  worst  dasa  of  cases  of  pencar-  delusion.       Qf   disorders    qf   emotion. 


dilk,  are  occasioned  by  the  sympathy  sub-  Hallucination  —  illusion—  examples  qf 

"  g  between  the  respiratory  nerves  of  the  ^^^^      Alterations  of  the  sensitive  nerves. 

and  those  of  the  heart.     An  impression  Alterations  of  the  motor  nerves.  General 

■  to  the  spinal  cord  through  the  paralysis.    JFbville's  theory. 


nerxtBf  and  reflected  to  the 

^  tihroa^  the  portio  dura.  Gentlkmkn,  —  Before  we  go  round  the 

It  woald,  thenfbre,  from  a  more  extended  wards  of  the  hospiUl,  and  before  I  show  you 

Rfleir  of  theae  cases,  seem  probable,  that,  particular  cases   illustrative    of   particular 

sSHbaaA  the  apinal  irritation  may  in  some  medical  treatment,  I  propose  to  give  you  a 

onabe  ezdtedtiiroagh  the  phrenic  nerves,  brief  sketch  of  the  nature  of  insanity,  con- 

ttK  f— ***  amount  and  kind  of  irritation  may  sidered  not  as  a  metaphysical  subtilty,  but 

be  eqnslly  conveyed  through  the  pneumo-  as  a  disease  of  the  body. 

gmtric  Bcrvea.    The  practical  value  of  this  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  Uie 

advsmse  in  pathology  will  consist  in  calling  task  I  have  nndcrUkcn,  and  of  my  inability 

attntlOB  to  th0  physical  signs  of  the  state  to  perform  it :  the  end  I  have  in  view  wiU, 
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however,  be  sufficiently  answered  if  I  shall  in  the  kidneys,  heart,  liver,  and  atems,  do 

have  added  any  thing    to  your    previous  certainly  sometimes  precede,  and  are  not 

knowledge  which  may  hereafter  be  of  prac-  always  the  consequences  of,  insanity.    When 

tical  use  to  you  in  your  profession.  we  find  (as  I  often  have)  the  kidneys  marbkd 

Insanity  is  a  term  which  comprehends  and  granulated  in  our  post-mortem  examina* 

under  it  so  many  conditions  of  soul  and  body  tions,  are  we  to  conclude  that  the  diaefne  of 

that  it  is  quite  impossible  strictly  to  define  the  brain  produced  the  Bright's  kidney,  or 

what  species  and  difference  should  constitute  rather  that  the  diseased  kidney  produced 

it  'as  a  genus :   on  the  one  hand  we  find  those  alterations  in  the  blood  which  cSTedbed 

alterations  of  intellect,   affection,  passion,  the  first  functional  disturbance  in  the  braia  I 

and  instinct ;  on  the  other  those  of  sensation  If  time  allowed  me,  I  could  bring  before 

and  motion.  you  many  examples  of  nephritis,  eoteriti*. 

Inasmuch  as  it  is  the  brain  which  presides  hy])ertrophy  of  the  heart,  disorders  of  the 

over  the  functions  of  the  mind,  sensation,  uterus  and  other  viscera,  which  ciisted  |>rior 

and  voluntary  motion,  I  shall  consider  first  to,  and  which  were  apparently  the  physical 

how  far  it  is  probable  that  the  disease  may  cause  of,  the  subsequent  disturbance  in  the 

have  its  seat  in  that  organ ;  secondly,  the  brain.  M.  Gcorgct  discards  (art.  Folie :  Diet. 

alterations  in  the  nerves,  the  morbid  condi-  de  Med.),  I  think,  rather  too  sommarilj  the 

tion  of.  which  ministers  to  the  brain  false  morbid  appearances  found  in  some  of  the 

perceptions;    thirdly,  the  changes  in  the  visceraininsanity, when  he  says, ''the  heart 

circulating  fluid  which    either  precede  or  is  rarely  diseased,  and  the  kidneys  are  almost 

follow  the  attack  ;  this  will  lead  me,  Ustly,  always  healthy."    Although  I  should  agree 

to  s))eak  of  alterations  of  function  in  other  with  M.  Georget,  and  others,  in  believing 

organs  which  are  complicated  with  insanity,  that  madness  is  a  disease  of  the  brain,  I 

either  as  causes  or  effects,  inasmuch  as  faults  cannot  concur  with  them  in  thinking  thai 

of  secretion  and  excretion  have  an  important  the  fotu  et  origo  malt  is  always  to  be  traoed 

bearing  upon  our  subject,  more  especially  as  to  that  organ, 
regards  medical  treatment.  We  have  next  to  consider  the  theory  of 

The  writers  on  the  pathology  of  insanity  Jacobi,  that  insanity  is  a  symptom  of  disease; 
may  be  divided  into  those  who  treat  of  it  as  not  a  disease  in  itself,  but  secondary,  de- 
an idiopathic,  and  those  who  consider  it  a  pending  upon  disorders  in  other  viscera, 
symptomatic  affection.  Different  physicians  There  are  others  of  high  authority  who  share 
have  often  looked  upon  the  disease  in  dif-  this  opinion  with  Jacobi ;  the  great  Pinel, 
ferent  points  of  view.  The  question — where  for  instance,  considered  the  stomach  and 
is  the  seat  of  the  disease,  is  a  very  different  intestines  to  be  the  seat  of  the  disorder,  from 
one  from  another  with  which  it  is  apt  to  be  which  point  he  thought  the  evil  radiated  to 
confounded — whence  did  it  originate.  M.  the  brain.  The  opinion  that  melancholy  had 
Esquirol,  for  instance,  lays  much  stress  its  fountain-head  in  the  colon  is  as  old  as 
upon  the  disease  taking  its  origin  in  the  Hipi^crates ;  and  Esquirol  attributes  some 


different  ganglia,   and   not  always   in  the  importance  to  the  displacement  of  its 

brain ;  but  he  does  not  say  that  it  has  its  verse  arch  in   cases    of   tliis   description, 

resting-place    in    these    ganglia.      So    M.  Dufour  places  the  seat  of  the  disease  in  the 

Guislain,  although  he  considers  the  brain  to  ganglia ;  M.  Prost  in  the  mucous  membrane 

be  always  affected  in  insanity,  does  not  say  of  the  intestines.  These  opinions  are  in  some 

that  it  is  always  primarily  so  affected.  Again,  measure  in  accordance  with  those  of  Bichat, 

M.  Foville,  who  is  generally  placed  among  who  endeavours  to  prove,  from  the  frequent 

the  advocates  for  insanity  being  an  idiopathic  morbid  appearances  found  in  the  viscera  of 

disease,  does  not  deny  that  it  is  both  sympa-  the  thorax  and  abdomen  in  cases  of  insanity, 

thetic    and    symptomatic.     Setting    aside,  and  from  other  facts,  that  the  brain  is  not 

then,  the  opinions  of  those  who  take  the  exclusively  concerned  in  all  psychical  phe- 

middle,  and,  as  I  think,  the  safer  course,  nomena,  but  that  the  emotions  may  have 

there  remains  for  us  to  consider  two  opposite  their  origin  in  other  viscera.    These  theories 

theories  as  to  the  seat  of  insanity  :  the  one,  are  extremely  plausible ;  and  it  is  very  diffi- 

that  it  is  always  a  primary  affection  of  the  cult  to  answer  them,  because  of  the  ob- 

brain,    and    that    the    other    viscera    are  scurity  of  the  relation  which  exists  between 

secondarily  disordered ;  the  other,  that  it  is  the  viscera  and  the  mind.    Professor  Miiller 

always  a  primary  disease  of  one  or  other  has  taught  us  not  to  confuse  the  mental 

of  the  viscera,  and  that  the  delirinm  is  operations  with  the  mental  principle,  and 

merely  a  symptom.  here  seems  to  lie  the  origin  of  the  fidlacj : 

M«  Georget  may  be  considered  as  one  of  the  mental   principle    exists    every  wbm 

the  most  active  representatives  of  the  first  throughout  the  body ;  the  mental  operations 

theory,  viz.  that  madness  is  a  primary  affec-  are  confined  to  the  brain.     He  says*,  ''  in 

tion  of  the  brain.    This  theory  appcara  to  short  it  is  evident  that  the  effecU  of  the 

me  to  he  in  direct  oontnuliction  to  facts,         • 

inasmuch  at  functional  and  organic  changes  *  Ua\^»»TTa»%\»xuwk,>^\i,N*i\.\, 
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npon  tiie  dificmit  argum  lubject  to  some  hold  that  the  medullii  ut)Ion;;ata,  Dr. 

the  faflnaiee  of  the  brain  fai  no  way  confirm  M.  Hall  and  otlicnt  tliat  the  ^jiiiial  m-hU'ih 

the  hypothena  of  the  paaalona,  or  certain  of  the  ncrvcK,  w  th:;  main  clianncl  thruugli 

Mental  frcnltkip  having  their  aeat  in  any  whidi  instinct  and  emotion  flrjw. 

oChCT  organ  tluui  the  brain."     If  wc  carry  If  the  brain,  the  urgan  of  the  mind,  h\: 

ear  invertigation  farther,  and  appeal  to  coin-  diceaied,  it  is  a  highly  probable,  though  not 

penlive  anatomy  and  phyaioloii^,  aa  well  aa  a  nccesBary  cnnKfjuenee,  that  tlu>.  mind  itsflt' 

to  Morfaid  anatomy^  it  becomea  a  matter  of  ahonld  become  ofrcctcd.     In  in:)a:iity  uf  in- 

fal^  prababiUty  that  the  cortical  atructure  tellect,  oa  distinguished  from  that  of  cmotidn, 

of  the  brain  u  chiefly  the  inatmment  of  all  the  faculties  of  the  ntind  an>  lialle  to  be 

■enlal  operationa.   I  think  that  no  one  who  disturbed  in  different  cases — boinc    moro, 

haa  had  ranch  eiperieace  in  the  post-mortem  some    less;    those,  however,  \iiiieh  mosi 

aaaunationa  of  the  insane,  can  fail  to  have  commonly  suffer  arc  attention  and  a»soci:i- 

itmck  with  the  variations  from  healthy  tion,  which  comprise  memory  and  imagina- 

rUch  the  grey  substance,  generally  tion;  for  memory  cannot  c.\i»t  wlih()ut  the 

J,  preaenta.     How  dilTerent  are  the  former,   and  tlie  pleasures  of  imagination 

>Tt**'*"»«  of  the  brain  in  recent  mania,  appear  chdeiiy  to  take  their  rise  iu  the  latter 

wUdi  era  every  where  injected,  and  highly  (see  Diss.  Encyc.  Brit.  i.  3Gti).     In  idinL'y 

devdopedf  and  appear  almost  too  large  to  be  tliere  is  of  course  little  or  no  attcniion  ;  iu 

eontained  within  the  cranium ,  from  the  pale  dementia  it  is  weakened,  or  almost  obliterated ; 

ahmnken  ecmvolutions  of  dementia !  in  mania  it  is  dibtracted  by  a  tluiusand  idea.-, 

"^nlrwnr  Owen  haa  pointed  out  the  im«  furnished  by  sensible  objects  from  without, 

of  obaerving  the  different  direction,  ond  by  the  mind  from  within ;  in  monomania 

ihe  dllfaencff  of  packing,  so  to  qieak,  of  tlic  it  is  ri vetted  to  one  predominant  idea,  while 

COBvolntionB  in  different  species  of  animals  :  association,  so  busily  at  work  for  evil  in  the 

e.  f.  in  herbivorooa  animala  the  median  mind  of  the  maniac  and  monomaniac,  grafts 

fiamea  which  divide  the  folds  of  tlte  hemi-  its  false  perceptions  upon  tho.se  ideas  nsost 

nhcraa  converge  from  the  drcumference  to  habitual  to  him  prior  to  his  disease. 

tne  eentie ;  in  &ecamivora  they  are  parallel,  These  disorders  in  the  facnltira  of  the 

wlule  in  the  human  subject  they  diverge,  mind  are  usually  exjiresiied  by  the  words 

When  we  eompate  the  human  brain  with  the  fatuity,  incoherence,  and  delusion.     Fatuity 

btaina  of  anunabt  we  find,  at  a  certain  expresses   a    state    of   intellect    som(;wliat 

period  of  foetal  eziatence,  the  total  absence  analogous  to  the  decay  of  the  mind  in  old 

of  eonvolttlions,  like  the  smooth  surface  of  age,  which  is  thus  very  beautifully  ilescriU^ 

the  heaodaphem  of  tlie  rodentia.     On  the  by  Locke :  *'  Ideas  often  die  before  us,  and 

other  handp  hi  the  full-developed  brain  of  our  minds  represent  to  us  those  tombs  to  which 

man,  we  have  additions,  not  only  anteriorly  we  are  approaching,  where,  though  the  braiMt 

but  poaterloilyv  to  those  folds  which  have  and  marble  remain,  yet  tlie  inscriptions  are 

thdr  inaVwaei  in  the  brains  of  inferior  effaced  by  time,  and  the  imaginary  moulders 

Ja.     It  wi 


would  therefore  seem  (even  away.'' 

tfaoagh  wa  had  not  the  brains  of  idiots  to  Incoherence    is    unconnected    discourse. 

BtraigtheB  tlie  lupposition)  that  the  convo-  The  incoherence  of  mania,  however,  diflVrs 

Itttiona'afe  mainly  concerned  in  the  opera-  from  that  of  dementia  :  the  former  is  owin;^ 

tiona  of  tlie  higher  faculties  of  the  mind;  to  a  quick  succession  of  ideas  passing  througli 

and  that  if,  from  their  deficiency  in  man,  themindtoorapidly  forall  to  find  uttirance; 

the  aonl  haa  not  the  power  of  communicating  the  latter  arises  from  a  defect  of  memory  ; 

with  eitemal  nature,  the  reason  lies  not  in  words,    sometimes    whole    sentence!*,    arc 

dw  aonl'a  deficiency ;  for  it  remains,  not-  omitted ;  at  other  times  one  wt)rd  is  sub.sii- 

witiiatan^ng  hereditary  maUconformations,  tuted  for  another,  and  the  whole  conversation 

or  tlie  decay  of  disease,  as  perfect  as  when  becomes  disjointed  and  unintelligible. 

it  first  came  from  the  hands  of  the  Creator.  Delusion  is  a  permanent  idea  in  the  mind 

Reeent  physiological  investigations  would  which  is  contrary  to  sound  sense  and  general 

lead  na  to  conjecture  that  the  emotions  and  opinion.    That  the  idea  be  contrary  to  sound 

Ht*^i*«  have  a  centre  of  action  distinct  sense  is  not  sufficicnit  to  constitute  delusion  ; 

ftom  the  higher  intellectual  faculties ;  that,  for  an  uneducated   man  may   infer  many 

hi   fhct,  all  psycliical  phenomena  arc  not  things  which  arc  contrary  to  sound  sense,  as 

TqmAnM>A  to  tbc  ccrcbrum,  as  was  formerly  that  the  sun  revolves  n>und  the  earth ;  but 

anppooed,  but  that  the  medulla  oblongata  is  his  opinions  arc  not  contrary  to  the  general 

the  chief  instrument  by  which  emotion  is  belief  of  those  in  the  same  rank  of  life  with 

manifeated;  so  that  if  a  physiologist  were  himself,    and    therefore    arc    not,    strictly 

called  npon  to  draw  a  diagram  of  the  prin-  speaking,  delusions.     Nor,  on  the  other 

dpal  aeat  of  action  of  mind  and  emotion,  he  luind,  is  an  idea  wliich  is  contrary  to  general 

woald  repieaent  it,  not  by  tlie  centre  of  a  opinion  necessarily  u  delusive  one;   for  u 


drekv  bat  by  the  foci  of  an  elJij>Ki*.     Some    pliiloaovViCT  Wtov^i  VN:^^^  ia^v\m>KV\OewV^ 
doubt,  however,  atiUexiatB  upon  this  subject  t     wUo  aCLvancv^s  \.\i»otVK,<&,  "^Vv^x  "acwaA 
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Bions,  deduced   from  trae  premises  which  fallentia,  in  iram  dejcctus  animonun  est« 

contradict  general  opinion,  stands  a  very  Nolla  itaque  res  ui^t  magia  attonita,  ct  in 

good  chance  of  being  considered  out  of  his  vires  snas  prone,  et,  sive  successlt,  superba, 

mind — instances  of  which  must  be  familiar  to  sive  fmstrata  insana." 
every  one.      Snch  opinions,  then,  cannot        Some  men  quote  lightly  the  opinion  of 

properly  be  brought  under   the    head    of  Loclce. '*lliere  is  scarce  anyone  that  does  not 

delusions.  observe  something  that  seems  odd  to  him, 

If  aberration  of  intellect  is  an  important  and  is  in  itself  really  extravagant,  in  the 

feature  in  cases  of  insanity,  equally  so  is  a  opinions,  reasonings,  and  actions  of  other 

diseased  state  of  the  sentiments,  the  affec-  men,"  which,  he  says,  proceeds  not  wholly 

Uons,  and  the  passions :  a  change  in  these  from  self-love,  nor  from  education,  but  from 

is  generally  the  first  sign  of  the  coming  dis-  a  sort  of  madness.    (I  cannot  refrain  from 

order ;  and  when  unsettled,  these  are  com-  quoting  the  rest  of  the  passage,  although  it 

monly  the  last  to  be  restored  to  a  state  of  is  somewhat  long).    **  I  shall  be  pardoned 

health.     Cases  of  insanity  exist  in  which  for  calling  it  by  so  harah  a  name  as  madness, 

emotion  alone  appeara  to  be  involved,  leaving  when   it  is  considered  that  opposition  to 

the  intellect  untouched:  this  is  the  moral  reason   deserves  that  name,  and  is   really 

insanity  of  Dr.  Prichard.     So  common  is  it  madness ;  and  there  is  scarce  a  man  so  free 

for  that  part  of  our  nature  to  be  changed  in  from  it,  but  that  if  he  should  always,  on  all 

madness,  the  operation  of  which  we  recog-  occasions,  argue  or  do  as  in  some  cases  he 

nize  by  the  words  emotion,  sensibility,  desire,  constantly  does,  would  not  be  thought  fitter 

avenion,  and  the  like,  that  some  men,  mis-  for  Bedlam  than  civil  conversation.     I  do 

taking  effects  for  causes,  have  asserted  that  not  here  mean  when  he  is  under  the  power 

the  essence  of  insanity  consists  in  a  wrong  of  an  unruly  passion,  but  in  the  steady  calm 

action  of  the  soul,  and  consider  all  madmen  course  of  his  life.   That  which  will  yet  more 

to  be  sinnere.    To  this  theory  Professor  apologize  for  this  harsh  name  and  ungrateful 

Miillcr  answers,  that  **  since  the  action  of  imputation  on  the  greater  part  of  mankind 

any  part  always  induces  a  change  in  the  is,  that  inquiring  a  little  by  the  bye  into  the 

organic    structure   which    composes    it,   it  nature  of  madness,  I  found  it  spring  from 

necessarily  follows  that  immoderate  exertion  the  very  same  root,  and  to  depend  on  the 

of  the  mind,  a  continued  direction  of  it  to  very  same  cause,  we  are  here  speaking  of. 

one  object  consequent  on  external  circum-  This  consideration  of  the  thing  itself,  at  a 

stances  or  great  mental    excitement,  must  time  when  I  thought  not  the  least  on  the 

react  on  the  organization  of  the  instrument  subject  which  I  am  now  treating  of,  sug- 

of  the  mental  o))erations ;  the  wrong  direc-  gested  it  to  me.     And  if  this  weakness,  to 

tion  of  the  thoughts  is  not  a  mental  disease,  which  all  men  are  so  liable,  if  this  be  a  taint 

but  is  merely  one  of  its  numerous  exciting  which  so  universally  infects  mankind,  the 

causes"  (Bale's  Trans.  I.  820).    This  answer  greatest  care  should  be  taken  to  lay  it  open 

of  Muller  is  not  quite  satisfactory,  for  it  under  its  due  name,  thereby  to  excite  the 

does  not  go  far  enough ;  because  it  is  not  greater  care  in  its  prevention  and  cure.'' 

sufficient  that  there  should  be  a  change  in  (Ch.  33).     How  glad  would  a  criminal  be 

the  organic  structure  of  a  part,  for  this  is  of  such  an  advocate  as  Locke !  It  is  easy  to 

produ^  even  by  the  healthy  action  of  every  see  how  he  fell  into  this  train  of  thought : 

on^n ;  there  must  be  such  a  change  as  to  he  bad   previously  framed    his    celebrated 

amount  to  disease  before  we  can  recognize  it  definition,  that  madness  consists  in  correct 

as  constituting  insanity.     One  of  the  most  reasoning  from  wrong  principles,  without 

difficult  questions  which  we  have  to  decide  considering  that  some  madmen  reason  very 

is,   where  docs  passion  end  and  insanity  accurately,  and  othere  are  incapable  of  rea- 

begin  ?   There  are  many  instances  of  passion  soning  at  all ;  and  thus,  when  he  compared 

wUch  are  unjustly  attributed  to  insanity ;  the  obstinacy  with  which  most  men  adhere 

and  yet  who  is  there  who  has  yet  been  able  to  their  opinions,  with   his  definition,   he 

to  limit  their  shadowy  confines  ?    They  ap-  found  that  either  his   definition  must  be 

proach  each  other  so  nearly  that  the  descrip-  false,  or  that  all  men  must  be  in  some  raea- 

tion  of  the  one  will  often  pass  for  that  of  sure  mad ;  and  in  this  dilemma  he  chose  to 

the  other.     Tdce,  ibr  example,  Seneca's  conclude  that  the  latter  was  correct.    Locke 

picture  of  anger,  whidi  would  apply  equally  appean  to  me  to  have  been  misled  by  a 

well  to  a  paroxysm  of  fturor.    **  Cietera  vitia  piartial    study  of   the  disease  :    he  seems 

impellunt  animos ;  Ira  prscipitat.    C«terii  mostly  to  have  had  experience  of  the  rea- 

etiamsi  resistere  contra  affectus  suoa  non  sonings    of   monomaniacs,    to    which    hia 

licet,  at  certe  affectibus  ipsia  licet  stare;  definition,   and    hia    above   remarks  upon 

bsec  non  secus  quam  fuhnina  procellKque,  et  madness,  correctly  apply,   for  the  mono- 

si  qua  alia  irrevocabilia  sunt,  quia  non  eunt,  maniac  is  capable  of  reasoning  accurately 

sed  cadunt,  vim  suam  magia  ac  magia  tendit.  from    fklse    premises,    and   clings    to    his 

AUa  vitia  a  ratione,  bmc  a  aauitite  debisdt ;  imagined  suffermgs  and  en\o'smc?D\&  m^>St!t!& 

^^  secemnu  Jenes  babent,  et  incrementa  greater  tenadly,  tke  mote  ^:ui\.  ^qtii  «a. 
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dsKVoar  ,to  eonrinoe  hin  thtt  he  Is  labour-  to  Colonel  Gardner,  bat  to  Lord  Herbert  of 

ing  nnder  ddusioD.    Aware  of  the  difficulty  Cherbury  :   *' prophetic  warnings/*  aa  the 

of  drawing  nice  diatmctiona  between  paaaion  author  of   Distinguiahed    Northerns  aays, 

■id  eeoentaicity  on  the  one  hand,  and  insanity  **  have  occurred  to  young  and  old  ;  saints 

on  the  other,  oar  kw  has  marked  out  a  and  sinners;  to  fientley  the  orthodox,  to 

broad  line  whieh  mail  be  passed  before  a  Oliver  Cromwell  the  fanatic,  to  Littleton 

man  ean  be  raoognised  as  inaane.     In  order  the  rake,  to  Nelson  the  hero,  and  to  Alex- 

to  deprive  a  man  of  his  civil  rights,  it  is  not  ander  Stephens  the  buffoon/'     Examples 

enongh  Oat  he  should  be  proved  insane ;  he  analogous  to  these  in  kind,  but  differing  in 

most  be  proved  to  be  so  &r  insane  as  not  to  degree,  are  often  met  with  in  cases  of  aber- 

be  aUa  to  manage  himself  and  his  affairs  ;  in  ration  of  intellect ;  the  nerves  of  hearing  and 

order  to  shew  that  he  is  irresponsible  for  his  of  sight  are  most  commonly  the  seat  of  in. 

criminal- acta.  It  must  be  made  evident  that  jury ;  commands  issuing  from  supernatural 

he  was  so  Ikr  Insane  as  not  to  be  capable  of  voices,  warnings  from  deceased  friends,  per- 

fisdngnlshing  between  right  and  wrong  at  secutions    from  ideal  enemies,   visions  of 

the  time  he  committed  the  crime.    The  law  angds  or  of  devils,  frequently  embarrass  the 

skflUoIly  avoids  the  ^fficulty  of  measuring  bewildered  imagination :  the  nerves  of  touch 

the  capacity  of  men's  minds ;  it  very  wisely  are  certainly  less  commonly  found  disordered 

does  not  attempt  to  determine  where  passion  than  the  resL     In  some  cases  I  have  seen 

ends,  and  insanity  begins :  to  define  ac-  hallucination  of  one  sense,  and  illusion  of 

coratelj  the  lioandiuy  between  one  and  the  another,  existing  at  the  same  time.    As  this 

other  Is  Oe  labour  of  him  who  would  sepa-  is  a  matter  of  some  importance,  I  shall  give 

rate  with  distinct  lines  the  mingling  colours  you  examples  first  of  hallucinations,  and 


of  the  ninbow,  or  of  Arachne's  web.  afterwards  of  illusions. 

la  quo  diversi  niteant  qmun  miUe  colores,  ^  ^^7  ^^o™  ^  occasionally  visit  has  been 

naasitas  ipse  tamen  apectantia  Inmiua  fallit.  blind  for  some  years,  and  yet  scarcely  a  day 

Uaqiwades  quod  tougit  idem  est  I  tamen  ultima  passes  without  her  fancying  that  she  sees 

distant.-OTio.  Hrr.  vl.  05.  ^^^^    ^^^  ^f   ^^^^^    ^^^^    figures,    or 

Interefting  as  this  part  of  our  inqury  is,  soldiers. 
it  wonld  lie  foreign  to  my  purpose  to  pursue        J.  L.,  set.  45,  was  a  patient  of  mine  in 

it  on  the  present  occasion;  I  must  refer  May  1840  :  he  imagined  that  he  was  beset  by 

tliose  who  wish  to  follow  out  the  investiga-  devils,  who  ])oured  all  kinds  of  blasphemies 

tion,  to  the  works  of  Dt.  Prichanl  and  Dr.  and  abuse  through  pipes  in  the  ceiling  of 

ConoUy,  and  to  Shelford,  and  Collinson,  on  his  room  into  his  ear :  at  the  time  he  was 

the  law  of  Innatles.  speaking  to  me  he  fancied  an  evil  spirit  was 

I  mnat  now  draw  your  attention  to  those  crawling  over  his  shoulder  and  blowing  into 

false  perceptions  which  are  furnished  to  the  his  left  ear,  while  in  his  right  ear  he  heard 

diarasrd  mmd,  dther  by  the  nerves  of  special  the  consoling  admonitions  of  his  guardian 

aenae,  or  of  nerves  of  sense  generally :  these  angel,  which  counteracted  the  ill  effects  of 

occur  in  two  ways ;  either  the  function  of  the  other.     I  ordered  him  some  medicine, 

the  nerves    theinselves    is  disturbed,    and  and    recommended    him   to   go    into    the 

ofmveya  to  the  mind  false  impressions  of  ex-  country ;  when  he  returned  he  told  me  that 

temal  objects^  or  the  imagination  conjures  instead  of  having  heard  the  abuse,  swearing, 

np  the  morbid  perception,  and  acts  upon  the  and  blasphemies,  he  had  been  exposed  to 

judgment  through  this  or  that  nerve  ;  it  is,  while  in  London,   the  voices  assumed  the 

fisr  instance,  eitlier  the  eye,  or  the  mind's  eye,  mild  accents  of  the   country  people  with 

which  la  disordered  :  these  errors  of  percep-  whom  he  lived. 

tion  are  called  hallucinations  or  illusions;         Examples  of  hallucinations  of  smell  are  not 

vnirda  which  have  often  been  misapplied,  very  uncommon,  especially  in  the  case  of 

HaHncination   is   a  creation  from   within,  those  who  imagine  they  are  suffering  the 

fflaahm  la  a  mistake  from  without :    the  tortures  of  the  condemned  ;  these  delusions 

niiace  la  an  example  of  an  illusion  which  also  often  accompany    alterations  of    the 

the  Oirity  traveller  of  the  desert  is  taught  to  nerve  of  taste.  False  perceptions  of  taste,  un- 

conect.     Supposed  visions  are  examples  of  connected  with  a  foul  tongue,  derangement 

hallncinations ;  both  the  one  and  the  other  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  are  rare.    A 

aie  compatible  with  perfect  sanity :  before  patient  whom  I  attended  in  February  1839, 

thej  can  be  adduced  as  proofs  of  insanity,  imagined  she  had  murdered  a  child ;  she  re- 

the  condition  of  the  understanding  and  of  fused  her  food  because  she  thought  it  was 

tha  character  must  be  taken  into  considera-  the  flesh  of  the  victim  she  had  slain,  and 

tioB  I  e.  fm  our  Saxon  ancestors  believed  that  would  not  drink  because  every  thing  she 

tktn  were  pursued  by  the  founs,  forest-fiends,  swallowed  tasted  she  said  like  human  blood. 

and  iriiite  women,  which  haunted  the  abodes  The  tongue  was  not  loaded ;  the  bowels  were 

of  fhdr  fothera  in  the  wilds  of  Germany :  we  not  costive :  the  false  ^ccei^tiaisi  thexc^mA. 

eaD  lUs  sa/ief«ti(Jon,  not  insanity.     Visions  mxist  be  acGOUikX«i  loit  «v^Qdrbc\s<s  iiQLY^««a% 

of  imt^giimtkm  ako  have  appeared  not  only  witU  M.  ^w^iUXoY 0«Jl  >X ^«fc  ««^«^M^^** 
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imagination,    or  by  concluding,  with   M.        Man^  5th. — She  was  nmch  the  atnie. 
Foville,  that  it  was  due  to  disease  at  the       r^    •*«_*_    u      4.     t  r   i  ^        .      « 
origin  of  the  nerve  in  the  brain,  not  to  ita       ^'"'ttatnr  Hanstns  Infosi  Quasaue,  Ac. 
termination  in  the  tongne.  P-  Decocti  Aloes,  comp.  f^vi. ;  Tinctoni 

Hallucinations  of  the  nerves  of  touch  are,  Aloes  comp.  fy. ;  Tinctursr  Uyoiej- 

as  I  have  stated,  the  most  rarely  met  with  :  »ro»t  ^S"-  i  Aqu«  Chmamomi  t^jtm, 

under  this  head  the  following  instances  may  owaA  mane.     Repetahir  fialnemn. 

be  placed.  ,     .  .    ^  18th.— She  was  very  melancholy  and  de. 

A  young  officer  whom  I  visited  a  ywr  spending,    and    thought    she    was    to   be 

ago  imagined  that  by  touchmg  people  he  burnt  or  hung ;  pulse  88,  stronger ;  tongue 

had  the  power  of  magnetising  and  attractmg  ^.j^j^  .  1,0^^1,  ^pen  .  catamenia  stUl  abcent 
them.    Another  patient  whom  I  visited  last 
week  imagined  that  her  head  had  been  cut  Hirudines  vi.  regioiii  pvbictt. 

off,  and  that  it  was  rolling  about  the  room        19th. Better. 

likca  ball.  Thestory  of  the  turned  head,  so  well 

told  by  the  able  author  of  the  **  Diary  of  a  Omittatur  Haustus. 

Physician,"  is  not  mere  fiction ;  I  have  met        p  Eitracti  Colocynth.  comp.  gr.  x.  pro 
witb  cases  very  similar  to  it.     One  man  re  natd.     Repetatur  Balneum, 

thought  that  his  head  was  set  on  the  wrong         a-iouit  u«  ji«« 

way  (as  the  poor  person  who  was  saved  from  ^  ^P™  8th.— Very  much  improved.     She 

the  guUlotine).     A  patient  now  in  the  hos-  ^^  T"^*«J*  ^^  ^«"?"  *?  her  fnwida.  and 

pital  fancies  that  all  her  bones  are  turned  ^»  *»«"^  *'''o^«'^-     She  bore  the  intervMW 

round.  ^^^' 

I  shaU  now  bring  before  you,  as  briefly  as  ^^"^'  '^  ^^  Balnti. 

I   can,  examples  of  illusions  or  mistakes,        14th. — ^The  catamenia  appeared  on  the 

derived  externally  from  morbid  impressions  previous  evening  for  the  first  time  since  her 

of  the  nerves.  illness,  immediately  after  she  came  out  of  the 

I  visited  Miss  E.  Y.  on  the  15th  of  bath. 
January,  1842  :  she  was  a;t.  26,  of  a  nervous  20th. — She  returned  home  cured, 
temperament ;  pulse  80,  rather  weak  ;  I  met  with  a  curious  illusion  of  smell  in  an 
tongue  clean  ;  skin  cool ;  head  hot ;  bowels  old  sportsman,  for  whom  I  prescribed  the 
costive ;  urine  free ;  catamenia  absent  six  compound  galbanum  pill,  as  he  was  labour- 
months  ;  thorax  not  dull  on  percussion ;  jng  under  insanity  with  hypochondriasis :  be 
sounds  and  impulse  of  heart  natural;  no  thought  from  the  smell  of  the  assafoetida  that 
undue  action  of  the  carotids ;  abdomen  not  I  had  metamorphosed  him  into  a  fox,  and 
distended  with  flatus.  She  bad  suffered  that  he  was  to  be  turned  out  next  morning^ 
under  melancholia  six  months.   The  cause  of  before  the  hounds. 

her  illness  was  fright.  Countenance  anxious ;  It  is  remarkable  to  listen  to  the  misoon- 
pupiU  and  conjunctiv*  natural ;  complexion  structions  a  patient  places  on  the  plahiest 
clear.  From  the  cessation  of  the  catamenia  and  most  harmless  expressions,  and  tome- 
she  imagined  herself  pregnant.  She  thought  times  the  most  familiar  sounds.  An  Iridi- 
also  that  she  had  committed  several  murders,  woman  who  was  in  the  hospital  some  littto 
and  that  the  robins  proclaimed  her  guUt  by  time  ago  stopped  the  clock  because  she  thought 
their  red  breasts,  and  all  the  birds  in  the  garden  it  was  calling  her  names, 
wore  black  beaks.  The  glass  of  her  windows  Monsieur  U.  a  patient  of  mine  in  1840, 
she  thought  was  blood-red ;  the  flakes  of  became  insane  after  reading  the  trial  of 
snow  she  said  were  crosses  and  crowns  of  Madame  LafTarge  :  he  fancied  that  every  one 
thorns;  the  carte  which  passed  the  honse  about  him  intended  to  poison  him,  and  was 
contained  the  dead  bodies  of  her  murdered  constantly  searching  the  house,  and  break- 
victims  ;  and  she  lived  in  continued  dread  of  jng  open  drawers,  in  expectation  of  findhig 
being  cast  into  a  den  of  wild  beasts  for  her  arsenic  :  he  even  imagined  that  the  washer- 
cimes.  woman  had  inserted  ])oi8on  into  his  linen, 

$k  Infbsi  Quassitt,  f^iss. ;  Tlnctune  Ferri  and  he  took   his  shirt  to  a  chemist  to  be 

Sesquichloridi,  V\  xx.  bis  die.  analysed ;  the  day  that  I  visited  him  he  had 

Hydrarygri  Chloridi,gr.  ii. ;  Extract  Co-  [;««  ^reading  the  account  of  the  arrival  of 

locynth.  Comp.  gr.  viij.  alt.  noctibns.  Napoleon's    remains    at    Cherbourg.      He 

i]>..v.....«.  T*u      ei/  1.  J  v        •      -^  : imagined  at  one  time  that  the  spirit  of  Bona- 

„„^!^[r5.l  Cif^K^    "^  ""S";^^  parte  Jud  been  infused  into  hi.  body,  at 

up  to  tius  clay,  when  she  was  allowed  to  see  ^    ..      ^<   ^  ..  1,  «  .        % 

JL  of  l.er  niUtion.,  which  brongbt  bacltthe  "?»*"  ^J*^  '"  all-powerfiJ   and  wm 

delusions  shout  to  work  changes  in  the  whole  worid. 

1. ,       « .   1    ^  ^  *        .  Napoleon's  figure  continually  haunted  him  ; 

Balneum  calidum  bis  in  hebdomadi.  hg  saw  it  in  the  sun  by  day,  and  in  the 

9>   Infusi  Sennse  comp.   Decocti  Aloes  moon  by  night.   One  of  his  fancies  was,  that 

comp,  aa,  Qri,  omm  mane.  Qmittantiir  Rngland  was  to  \>e  VocmedL  Sxv\.o  ^  W^ 

pUuUt0  Britiah  Mutcnxn ,  and  \)bft  VDStu)^3^^w^\a  ^^^Vacxdi 
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bema  as  cnricMiticg.     Ho  threatened  to  kfll  domcn  remnant  on  percnssion,  ivhen  she  wm 

ih  wife  bccmie  ho  was  afraid  she  would  be  in  n  rccumlient  postarc  :  it  was  much  dis- 

hanged  into  aomething  ridicolous.  tended  with  ilatus,  hard,  and  somewhat  pain- 

TUs  patient  very  soon  recovered.    The  ful  on  pressure:  in  fact  she  was  suflfering 

raabnent  consisted  chiefly  in  the  use  of  from  dysentery,  nut  from  ovarian  dropsy, 

okMciui  with  the  sesquicaibonate  of  soda,  and  when  I  examined  the  evacuations  I  found 

rhidi  waa  prescribed,  as  well  for  its  sedative  scybala  and  hardened  foeces,  which  she  had 

nflnenoe,  as  to  correct  the  dyspeptic  symp-  mistaken  for  leeches  and  a  litter  of  puppies.^ 

oma  bordering  on  gout  which  were  present :  I  took  the  precaution  to  measure  the  si2e  of 

le  took  also  the  following  purgative.  the  swollen  abdomen,  and  as  the  disease 

R  Inf.  GentUii.  comp.  f5vi.r  Infui  yielded  to  the  rcmcdic.  commmily  employed 

8cni«  comp.  f^. ;    Sp.  Ammoni*  » «»^  "^  dysentery,  and  the  .weUmR  wu 

Aromrt.  Tlict.  H>oJcyail,    aa.  f^i. ;  ^r'f^^l^*^^Fi^}i,VZ^f^T^ 

M..^^.  «..i..h.f:.  •,»:  "^    *  she  at  first  bojran  to  doubt  the  reality  of  her 

MasnesiO!  Sulphati.,  5«j.  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^  afterwards  completely 

That  which  makes  a  strong  impression  on  mastered  them. 
Jib  mind  sometimes  serves  as  the  nucleus  of        I  shall  make  no  apology  for  giving  you  so 

lie  fotore  delusion.     A  gentleman  who  was  many    eiamples    of    altered    perceptions, 

nbaeqnently  placed  under  my  care,  and  who  because  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  import- 

lad  aoflered  from  a  coup  dewMl  but  a  short  ance  in  practice  :  if  you  set  them  down  as 

mam  prerioosly,    on  the  first  evening  of  the  mere  effects  of  imagination,  and  do  not 

bSa  arrival  at  Constantinople,  as  he  walked  stop  to  inquire  whence  they  arise,  and  what 

on  the  terrace  of  a  house  opposite  the  Se-  is  the  prol)nb1e  cause  of  tlieir  existence,  you 

ragliOf  mistook  the  rays  of  the  moon,  which  will  undoubtedly  treat  the  disease  very  badly ; 

p^ed  upon  tuc  watera  of  the  Bosphonis,  for  and  your  attention  may  at  last  be  called  to 

I  direct  intimation  from  heaven  that  he  waa  the  symptom  when  medicine  is  of  no  avail, 

the  Savionr  of  the  world.  Patients  either  with  or  without  the  sensation 

I  need  not  multiply  these  cases  ;  you  will  of  pain  about  the  pnecordia  imagine   that 

BasQy  be  able  to  supply  for  yourselves  ex-  they  are  possessed  with  devils,  or  have  live 

unplsa  of  the  same  kind.     I  pass  on  to  false  animals  in  their  stomach  :  I  recommend  you 

Bodoiis  famished  to  the  mind  by  sensibility  never  to  overlook  such  sym])toms.     Some 

Senenlly.  madmen  eat  their   food  voraciously,    and 

A  young  lady  to  whom  I  prescribed  the  without  even  attempting  to   masticate  it. 

potaasio-tartnte  of  antimony  to  relieve  the  A  patient  in  St.  Luke's,  who  was  in  the 

ruror  which  accompanied  her  disease,  had  habit  of  doing  this,  had  had  a  severe  fall  on 

lome  remarkable  dielusiona  brought  on  by  the  back  nf  his  neck :  his  friends  said  he 

the  efltect  of  the  medicine.     She  foncied  she  never  knew  when  he  had  had  enough  to  eat : 

was  on  board-ihip ;  she  sang  sea  songs,  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  eighth  pair  of 

rolled  her  hodj  about  as  if  she  were  walkuig  nerves  might  have  been  injured  by  the  fall. 

the  deck  in  a  heavy  gale  ;  sometimes  she  There  are  those  who  eat  their  own  flesh,  and 

wonkl  imagine  that  she  was  wrecked,  and  other  matter  which  I  need  not  mention  here  : 

^hen  the  sofe  cushions  were  on  the  floor,  this  is  always  a  very  bad  symptom.    Ihere 

woald  snatch  them  up,  thinking  she  was  are  others  who  refuse  food,  and  it  has  been 

nffaig  her  feUow.passengers  from  drowning,  too  often  the  habit  to  order  them  to  be  fed 

Hie  remedy,  though  it  certainly  caused  with  the  stomach-pump,  without  taking  into 

then  delusions,  and  made  her  friends  anxious  consideration  the  state  of  the  bodily  symp- 

kat  the  disease  might  tliereby  be  increased,  toms.     I  am  confident  that  the  majority  of 

jet  by  being  steadily  persevered  in  subdued  patients  who  refuse  to  eat  do   so  because 

die  bodily  symptoms,   and  was,   humanly  there  is  irritation  of  the  stomach  and  primss 

speaking,  the  means  of  her  restoration  to  vise  :  if  you  order  an  emetic  or  a  purgative 

iMsUh.  you  will  generally  find  this  symptom  disap. 

Mrs.  J.  was  a  patient  of  mine  in  1841  :  ]>ear.     £s(iuirol  never  saw  any  dangerous 

when  ct.  18  she  had  an  attack  of  erysipelas  consequences  ensue  in  mania  from  obstinate 

of  the  head  with  delirium.  The  catamenia  ap-  refusal  of  food :  in  monomania,  however,  the 

peered  when  she  was  12  years  old.     She  case  is  otherwise :  patients  who  have  tried 

anflered  much  during  the  early  part  of  her  every  other  means  in  vain  to  destroy  them- 

li&  from  menorrhagia  and  dysmcnorrhoea.  selves,  will  sometimes  endeavour  to  starve 

She  had  had  two  attacks  of  pucq)eral  mania ;  themselves  to  death,  and  all  our  art  is  called 

When  I  saw  her  she  complained  of  **  bearing  into  requisition  to  avoid  such  a  catastrophe. 
down,"  with  pain  and  discharge  of  matter        The  capability  of  the  insane  to  bear  the 

tan  the  uterus :  this  gave  rise  to  the  illusion  extremities  of  heat  and  cold,  and  go  without 

Aat  she  was  in  the  habit  of  committing  un-  sleep,  has,  I  think,  been  oventated.     It  is 

Bitual   crimes ;    and    she    imagined    she  very  true  that  some  yatients  cs.^^me.  l^eci^« 

faioqgiit  forth  mousten.      She  had   been  aclvca  to  t\ke  ta.-^«  ol  V^a  vaxk,  «sA  ^  ^s£ys»K. 

•        ■  fyr  ovarian  dropsy.    I  found  thi»  ab-  neicA  m  XYvc  co\^ciX  "^^sJsXmw  ,^^Vss&^'«ss&^'» 
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and  this  is  certainly  due  in  some  instances  to  The  fore-amii  half  flexed,  was  stmck  con* 

the  explanation  given  by  Dr.  Watson,  viz  :  stantly  against  the  body,  while   the  hand 

"  that  in  abstraction  of  mind  impressions  remained  pendant.     She  was   seised  some 

wliich  are  onheeded  are  unfelt  and  inopera-  time  afterwards  with  cerebral  hsemorriiage, 

tive  :"  but  this  in  insanity  is  not  only  the  when  the  left  arm,  formerly  conTnlaed,  now 

result  of  a  mental  operation ;  it  is  due  also  to  became  paralytic.     I  have  a  case  under  my 

the  benumbing  effect  of  the  disease  upon  care  at  the  present  time  analogous  to  it. 

sensibility  generally.  Hie  patient  is  a  gentleman  who,  about  two 

These  patients  are  exactly  in  an  opposite  years  ago,  received  a  violent  blow  on  the  sUe 

condition  to  those  labouring  under  maniacal  of  his  head  while  hunting,  and  beeaihe  instne 

furor,  when  the  least  stimulus  of  light  upon  soon  after.    When  the  paroxysm  cornea  oa, 

the  optic  nerve,  the  smallest  sound,  or  the  he  rubs  the  left  hand  violently  against  the 

faintest  smell,  produce  or    prolong    their  right,  or  upon  the  left  leg,  and  ahudden, 

paroxysm  ;  but  if  you  think  that  it  is  of  no  while  the  paroxysm  lasts,  as  if  strock  with 

practical  importance  to  protect  your  patients  an  electric  shock.    These  attacks  have  come 

against  the  severities  of  frost,  or  the  rays  on  more  frequently  lately ;  in  the  beginning 

of  the  summer's  sun,  you  will  presently  of  last  year  they  succeeded  each  other  onee 

find  them  suffering,  on  the  one  hsnd,  from  a  month  ;  they  now  show  tbemadvet  abost 

mortification  of  the  feet,  and  on  the  other,  once  in  every  ten  days, 
from  repeated  exacerbations  of  furor,  which        Whenever  the  motor  nerves  are  iDTolrBd 

too  probably  will  end  in  dementia :  and  if  in  insanity  it  is  always  a  bad  sign.     M. 

you  do  not  take  proper  precaution  that  your  E^quirol  has,  indeed,  said  that  the  oompli- 

patient  be  soothed  by  refreshing  sleep,  the  cation  of  insanity  with  lesions  of  motion 

exbaiistion  subsequent  to  his  long  watchful-  resists  all  means  of  cure,  and  he  holda  out 

ness  will .  be  i^.great  hindrance  to  his  re-  no  hope  of  long  life  to  the  patient.    This 

covery.        *.  .  ■       ■   r?  .  talented  physician  has  also  said  that  epQqpay 

AUeratiofuqf  motion, — ^The  motive  power  complicated  with  mental  alienation  is  never 

of  the  nerves  is  either  increased  or  diminished  cured.    With  all  deference  to  these  opinions, 

in  intensity.     It  is  increased  sometimes  in  a  still  I  must  say  that  I  have  found  that  it 

surprising  degree  during  the  paroxysm  of  makes  an  essential  difference  if  the  lesion  of 

fiiror,  and  in  that  rare  disease  catalepsy ;  motion  has  preceded,  not  followed,  insanity. 

cases  of  which  seldom  occur  without  disorder  I  have  seen  insane  patients  completely  re- 

of  intellect.    To  this  head  should  be  referred  cover  who  have  been  epileptic,  provided  tiie 

the  inclination  and  power  which  some  pa-  fits  came  on  first,  the  madness  afterwards, 

tients    possess  of   taking    an    immoderate  I  attended  a  gentleman  in  1840,  irho  liad 

quantity  of  exercise  without  fatigue  :  it  must  suffered  from   paraplegia,   which  came  on 

be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  this  is  by  some  time  prior  to  the  attack  of  insanity  : 

no  means  common,  and  that  the  physical  this  case  was  condemned  as  hopeless  beeaose 

power  of  the  insane  should  never  be  over-  of  the  lesion  of  motion,  and  because  he  Itad 

strained.     I  have  seen  some  rare  cases  where  many  of  the  wild  fancies,  and  high  idess, 

the  patient  would  turn  neither  to  the  right  which  often  accompany  general  paralysis ; 

hand  nor  to  the  left,  but  was  impelled  by  an  yet  this  gentleman  perfectly  recovered  ftom 

irresistible  impulse  to  run  straight  on  till  he  his  insanity.     This  and  other  parallel  cases 

could  go  no  farther,  prevented  either  by  have  led  me  to  think  this  an  important  dis* 

exhaustion,   or    some    obstacle  which  ob-  tinction  to  draw. 

structed  his  course.     One  of  these  cases  was        Ptosis  of  the  eyelid,  and  strabismus,  are 

a  young  lady,  now  under  my  care,  whose  bad  symptoms,  more  especially  if  either  is 

insanity  was  manifested,  in  the  first  instance,  permanent.      Asynchronous  action  of    the 

by  her  getting  out  of  bed  in  her  night-dress,  pupil,  dilatation  of  one  iris,  and  contraction 

and  going  in  a  direct  line  over  hedges,  or  of  the  other,  are  also  bad  signs  ;   but  if  the 

any  thing  which  came  in  her  way,  till  she  sphincters  be  involved  the  patient  is  not 

was  at  length  with  difficulty  extricated  from  likely  to  recover,   and  if  the  muscles  of 

a  pond.     A  female  patient,  when  first  ad-  deglutition  participate  in  the  mischief,  the 

mitted  into  St.  Luke's,  would  get  off  her  case  is  hopeless.     We  see  from  this  the 

chair,  and  walk  round  two  or  three  times  in  importance  of  attending  to  the  functions  of 

a  circle,  the  left  side  being  always  turned  the  afferent  and  efferent  nerves  in  making 

towards  the  centre.    These  cases  are  in-  our  prognosis. 

teresting,  when  vre  reflect  that  similar  results        Subsequent  experience  has  verified  the 

followed  the  removal  of  the  corpora  striata,  opinion  of  Esquirol  of  the  incurability  of 

and  lesion  to  the  medulla  oblongata,  in  M.  general  paralysis ;  as  a  proof  of  the  justness   ' 

Majendie's  experiments.     M.   Foville  has  of  this  opinion,  patients  affected  with  it  are 

given  an  account  of  an  interesting  case  of  a  not  admissible  into  either  Bethlem  or  St. 

woman  attacked  with  intermittent  insanity,  Luke's,  which  are  hospitals  for  the  admission 

wAo,  daring"  the  paFoxjmt,  was   affected  of  those  patients  otv\>}  >iiVio   ttx«   ^«anfid 

wJtA  a  remarkable  action  of  the  left  arm.  curable.    \o\iwVW,ipeTViav%/vckQ.Tv«  <»ifc  \sl 
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ft  tiuNinndt  find  m  exception  to  thii  rule,        Hie  delasioni  which  accompany  general 

mad.  jan.  wfll  meet  with,  here  and  there,  a  paralysis  are  very  frequently  those  of  very 

patient  wIm>  may  reoover,  and  remain  well  great  magnificence.    These  patients  will  tell 

Ibr  a  ahMt  time,  and  then  rdapse.     I  by  no  yon  that  they  have  millions  of  money  ;  that 

ttmaa  tUnk  that  medicine  is  of  no  avail  in  they  intend  to  pay  oflT  the  national  debt ; 

aiei ;   I  bdieve  that  some  of   the  indeed  every  thing  they  toach  apiiears  turned 

iptomt  may  be  materially  relieved  by  it.  to  gold.    They  ahso  oiften  fancy  themselves 

jon  mattflr  thb  mbjeet  of  general  para-  happier  and  stronger  than  they  ever  were 

Ijriit  JOQ  win  gain  great  credit  ibr  acnteness  before.    It  is  accurately  stated  that  these 

oir  dBagmaii.    The  ear  once  accustomed  to  fancies  are  not  always  found  ;    indeed,   I 

tlia  apeedi  of  timie  suffering  under  this  form  visited  a  gentleman  last  September  who  had 

of  mailnem  Is  rarely  deceived.    The  first  all  the  bodily  symptoms  of  this  disorder,  but 

■wtencie  the  patient  utters  wHI  enable  you  who  laboured  under  no  delusion  whatever, 

to  dflleet  tiie  diseaie.    The  seme  of  hearing  and  his  natural  affections  were  not  perverted. 

b  a  Tafaiable  addition  to  our  diagnosis  in  Hiese  unhappy  patients  enjoy  but  a  short 

dlMaaeB  of  the  Inngs  and  heart ;  it  is  no  less  period  of   their  elysiuin  of  happiness ;    a 

■0  In  general  paralyiis :  there  is  a  thickness,  change  soon  takes  place,  the  faculties  of  the 

ft  haaitation  in  ipeaking,  which  sometimes  mind  fail,  the  imagination  has  no  longer 

■moonta  to  itammerinf ;  it  is  somewhat  like  strength  to  furnish  matter  for  delusion,  and  a 

what  la  termed  **  dippmg  the  King's  Eng-  hopeless  fatuity  succeeds. 
Bihy"  in    dnmkenness.      Patients  have  a        inasmuch  as  half  the  insane  labour  under 

diflenlty  in  pronouncing  the  letter  R;  if  you  general  paralysis,  it  is  a  subject  which  has 

nake  dmn  ny  the  word  February  they  will  naturally  occupied  much  of  the  attention  of 

genenDy  iUL    I  have  observed  frequently  recent  writers  on  the  subject  of  insanity, 
ft  tramor  of  tbe  upper  lip  when  no  tremor  of        M.  Esquirol,  who,  in  1805,  first  directed 

the  nnadea  ezirted  in  other  parts  of  the  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  this  sub- 

bodj.     The  general  tremor,  however,  of  ject,  says  that  it  is  often  a  symptom  of 

every  mniele  la  rtry  marked  when  it  is  chronic  inflammation  of  the  meninges.     M. 

weaeut.    ^'TVemor  occnpat  artus"  was  the  Calmeil,  in  his  work  on  the  Paralysis  of  the 

*«— ^iji  cxpreaaion  of  a  patient  of  mine  first  Insane,  considers  that  it  is  an  affection  due 

aalned  wMi  general  paralysis,  and  whose  case  to  disease  of  the  cortical  substance.     M. 

vaa  wriitaTTfH  Ibr  ddirium  tremens :  the  pe-  Foville  believes  it  to  depend  upon  alteration 

evUar  atammering  and  hesitation  of  speech  of  the  fibrous  structure.     I  find  his  theory 

waa  ao  maiked  that  I  did  not  doubt  for  a  generally  quoted  as  shewing  that  there  are 

nomant  that  he  was  paralytic,  and  pro-  adhesions  of  the  fibres  to  each  other ;  whereas 

nffmwT^  him  Incurable,  although  he  was  able  he  says  that  these  adliesions  are  between 

to  repeat  long  passages  from  Virgil.     My  the  planes,  which  are  easily  separated  in  a 

piogneda,  I  recollect,  was  considered  a  rash  healthy  brain,  but  cannot  be  in  many  of 

one  et  dw  time,  but  the  patient  died  within  those  of  the  insane ;  every  effort  you  make  to 

a  month,  having  passed  through  all  the  stages  do  so  only  tears  them.     It  is  between  the 

oi  dm  complunt  in  its  worst  fonn.     M.  plane  of  the  corpus  callosum  and  that  of  tlie 

ForiDe  aaya  widi  truth  that  it  is  not  the  hemisphere  that  this  morbid  adhesion  shews 

power  ao  much  as  the  precision  of  tlie  volun-  itself  most  frequently.     In  the  brains  of 

tary  motions  which  is  lost.     If  a  patient,  for  those  affected  with  general  paralysis  which 

i*nftinpft|  attempts  to  write,  he  will  scarcely  he  had  examined  during  the  three  preceding 

be  eUe  to  houl  his  pen  ;    or  if  he  walks,  years,  he  hod  observed  twice  only  the  absence 

ttere  la  an  irregular  gait,  he  will  frequently  of  these  adhesions  between  the  planes,  and 

lean  over  to  the  left  side,  and  drag  one  of  his  in  these  two  exceptions  the  cerebral  nerves, 

laga.      One  very  characteristic  distinction  the  pons  and  medulla  oblongata,  were  ex- 

IwtwuH  thia  disease  and  common  paralysis  cessively  hard.     Speaking  of  the  adhesion 

is,  that  yon  cannot  produce  reflex  action,  of  the  fibres,  he  says,  "It  is  very  difficult, 

lieeaaae'the  paralysis  is  incomplete.    The  not  to  say  impossible,  to  separate  them  ;  it 

narvee  of  aensation  are  deadened,  and  very  appears,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  conjee- 

■JtijgMlilj  conduct  their  oscilUtions  to  the  tiire,  that  each  cerebral  fibre  has  contracted 

teain.     M.   Foville  was  the  first  to  take  a  morbid  adherence  to  its  neighbouring  fibre 

mtlee  of  two  distinct  periods  in  this  species  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  their  separa- 

of  penlyais.     In  the  first,  the  movements,  tion  impossible.''    This  conjecture,  so  seduc- 

allfaongh  uncertain,  have  still  some  degree  tive  to  the  physiologist,  one  cannot  forbear 

of  vigour,  rather,  he  says,  a  kind  of  rigidity,  wishing  to  be  true.    I  believe,  however,  that 

irhln  gives  place  to  a  relaxation  which  goes  it  will  not  be  found  to  be  correct,  or  cer- 
on  ineresmng  more  and  more.     The  last    tainly  not  to  hold  good  in  all  cases,  for  I 

it^  of  tlie  complaint  is  accompanied  by  have  seen,  under  the  microscope,  the  primi- 

altfi^Wiiig  sores  on  the  sacrum,  incontinence  tive  fibres  separating  from  each  other^  and 
of  wine  and  ftscee,  death  by  coma,  conrul-    curling  tbeioerihcft  -u.^^^^^  ^^  T»»«^-v^^ai, 
Mtoag,  or  epihpsj,  oC  a  walcVi  \  \»\ikti,VELlaKX,t^Nfc  **  ^Mswafca*^ 

80S,—xxxii.  "^ 
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in  general  paralysis  as  in  health.     If  the  speech,  and  although  the  present  state  of 
adhesion  of  the  fibres  were  the  cause  of  the  science  does  not  allow  us  to  point  out  tn; 
paralysis,  no  hope  would  remain  of  alleviat-  special  part  of  the  brain  which  directs  it, 
ing  the  symptoms,  much  less  of  curing  the  yet  from  cases  of  apoplexy  where  ^lois  of 
patient,  whereas  I   have  seen  some  cases  speech   is  the  only  symptom  present,  we 
much  benefitted  by  treatment,  and  there  are  should  be  led  to  expect  that  there  are  fibres 
one  or  two  cases  on  record  where  a  perma.  expressly  appropriated  to  its  function.  Ftom 
nent  cure  has  been  made.     Whatever  be  the  the  above  facts  it  appears  that  embarrass* 
cause  of  general  paralysis,  it  must  be  such  ment  of  speech  may  arise  from  local  disease 
as  to  operate  on  the  whole  body,  not  on  any  affecting  the  medulla  oblongata,  and  from 
particular  part.     The  alteration  in  speech  is  lesion  of  the  substance  of  the  brain, 
most  generally  the  first  symptom,  and  this         Morbid  alterations  of  the  same  parts  are 
would  lead  us  to  inquire  particularly  into  found  in  general  paralysb,  but  they  differ 
the  appearances  which  the  medulla  oblongata  from  the  appearances  found  after  death  in 
presents.     A  very  frequent  cause   of    the  paralysis  from  apoplexy,  in  that  there  is  no 
complaint  is  venereal  excess ;  and  this  would  disintegration  of  the  fibres.     We  often  find, 
also  direct  our  attention  to  the  posterior  for  instance,  the  medulla  oblongata  much 
region  of  the  same  part.     I  recollect  a  case  injected  ;    effusion  of  fluid  in  the  subarach- 
which  was  at  first  mistaken  for  one  of  general  noid  cellular  tissue  and  in  the  ventricles ; 
paralysis  because  the  speech  was  Inarticulate,  the  pia  mater  thickened  ;    the  substance  of 
■and  the  movements  of  the  tongue  were  im-  the  brain  infiltrated,  sometimes  soft,  some- 
paired.     It  was,  however,  found  on  inquiry,  times  tough  and  elastic,  with  the  fibres  well 
that  this  patient   had,  a  day  or  two  pre-  marked,  as  if  the  brain  had  been  for  some 
viously,  attempted  to  hong  himself:  he  was  time  steeped  in  alcohol.     I  do  not  think  that 
cut  down,  and  with  difficulty  saved :  doubt-  it   has  been  satisfactorily  proved  that   the 
^ess  the  medulla  oblongata  was  injured  in  disease  always  commences  in  the  brain  and 
this  case,  and  the  nerve  of  the  tongue  para-  spreads  itself  to  the  spinal  marrow  ;  I  be* 
lysed.     My  colleague,   Mr.   Luke,   had    a  lieve  that  it  sometimes  commences  in  the 
patient   under  his  core  who  was   admitted  medulla  oblongata  and  radiates  to  the  hemi- 
into  the  London  Hospital  on  the  25th  of  spheres.     A  patient  of  my  coUecgue,  Dr. 
Dec.  1838 ;  he  had  lost  his  speech,  and  never  Philp,  was  admitted  into  the  hospital  Oct. 
recovered  it  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  28th,    1842.     He  received  a  blow  on   the 
which  happened  on  Nov.  9th,  1839.     The  nape  of  the  neck  at  the  last  Bath  election, 
brain  was  examined,  and  was  found  healthy,  and   became  insane  soon  afterwards.     His 
but  at  the  origin  of  the  ninth  nerve  was  habits  were  completely  changed ;  he  became 
found  a  cyst,  which  pressed  upon  it  just  a  drunkard,  having  previously  been  a  person 
before  it  emerged  from  the  anterior  condyloid  of  temperate  habits.     Soon  afterwards  his 
foramen  :  these  are  examples  of  local  injury  speech  became  thick  and  hesitating,  and  he 
without  general  paralysis,  and  they  must  be  was  unconscious  of  the  calls  of  nature.     At 
carefully  distinguished  from  it.     But  other  1  o'clock,  p.m.  Dec.   20th,  he  was  seized 
examples  might  be  adduced  where  the  brain  with    apoplexy,   followed    by   convulsions, 
is  first  affected,  and  the  medulla  secondarily,  which  occurred  every  ten  minutes,  and  died 
For  instance,  the  effects  produced  by  alcohol  at  9  p.m. 

and  cold,  which,  although  evanescent,  are  no         In  bpeaking  of  the  post-mortem  appear* 

less  instructive  as  pointing  to  the  part  where  ances  I  shall  confine  myself  to  those  of  the 

the  disease  may  take   its   rise.     Professor  fibrous   structure   and   medulla    oblongata. 

BouiUaud  has  published  some  cases  which  The  medullary  structure  was  firm,  its  fibres 

have  led  him  to  conclude  that  the  faculty  of  well  seen.     Its  cut  surface  presented  many 

speech  is  under  the  guidance  of  the  anterior  bleeding  points.     The  posterior  lobes  of  the 

lohea  of   each    hemisphere.       M.    Androl  hemispheres  of  the  cerebrum  were  greatly 

says,  "  What  our  researches  on  this  subject  injected ;    an  effusion  ot   blood  had  taken 

have  led  us  to  conclude  is  as  follows :  out  of  place  into  the  arachnoid  from  each  posterior 

37  cases  observed  by  ourselves,  or  by  others,  lobe ;  the  blood  was  fluid,  and  rested  on  the 

relative  to  haemorrhages,  or  other  lesions,  tentorium ;    it  had  probably  been  exhaled 

in  which  the  morbid  change  resided  in  one  through  the  membrane,  and  would  have  been 

of  the  anterior  lobes,  or  in  both,  speech  was  converted  into  a  false  membrane  had   the 

abolished  21  times,  and  retained  16  times.  patient  lived.     No  ruptured  vessel  was  dis- 

On  the  other  band,  we  have  collected  14  covered.     The  ventricles  of  the  brain  were 

cases  where  the  speech  was  abolished  without  very  large,  each  containing  an  ounce  of  fluid, 

any  alteration  in  the  anterior  lobes.     Of  The  medulla  oblongata  was  much  injected, 

these  14  cases,  7  were  connected  with  dis-  and  was  small,  having  a  pinched  appearance, 

eases  of  the  middle  lobes,  and  7  with  diseases  caused  by  the  sliding  forwards  of  the  atlas 

of  the   posterior   lobes.''     (Andral,  Clin.)  upon  the  dentate.     As  this  was  exactly  the 

AJthough,  therefore,  we  cannot  conclude  that  place  where  the  man  received  the  blow,  it 

the  Moterior  lobea  preside  over  the  faculty  of  was  prob&Uy  the  cSecX  oi  \X  \  «iv^  '\^  \&  x^j^it 
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Bight  have  been  cMued,  in  the  fint  inatanoe,  ^,^  ^^^  ^ 

br  the   irritation    of   the    pnetuno-sasUic 

Zn,:  bowarer,  b«  thUta.  it  may,  the  dU-  NATURE  OF  IRRITATION. 

Me  appMn   to   b.Te  originated    in  ';aie  ^^  ^  Wilkinson  King. 

mednUa  m  ccmflequence  of  the  blow.    Again , 

I  think  that  it  ia  highly  probable  that  the  fpor  the  London  Medical  Gasetie.J 

■ednUa  oblongata  may  be  fint  attacked  in  

of  general  paralyais  earned  by  venereal 


Upon  opening  the  apinal  canal  of  a  DeAnition  j  ruhhimj;  morbid^  flea-bite^ 

paralytic    patient  who   died  of  necondary  local  achne  ;  tevretory^  catarrh  ;  nu. 

ayphUia,  I  fonnd  the  veina  ao  loaded  as  com-  trient ;  abiorhent;  ner'ronx, pain,  scald, 

^kUlj  to  prevent  my  aeeing  the  cord.    The  extravasation  ;    si/mpatketic    pains  ; 

cflect  of  thia  oongeaUon  is,  wc  know,  prca-  worms;  states  of  the  tongne.jiares.skin. 


and  ito  reauU  ia  effiision,  which  will  ^,,j  ^„„,  .    t^t,thinff,  epulis;  cough  ; 

SL^  tfT™-       ""**'™""'^*  ^  ^^^  epigastric  blow ;  shock  ;  cerebral  irri- 

fibm  in  tbu  region.                r      ^   •     *u  tation ;  vomit ;  excito-motory ;  spinal. 

The   inoriiid  appearancea  found  in  the  husteric  renal  S'c 

hnhi  are,  however,  more  frequent  than  those  "^          *           '  -   ' 

in  the  medulla,  in  caaea  of  thia  description,  Considering  thecxprcifhionsofwritcn, 

and  are  audi  aa  to  justify  us  in  appealing  and  the  imi)ort  of  many  facts,  irritation 

to  other  canaea  than  the  adheaion  of  the  may,  we  think,  be  safely  and  advan- 

flbrea,  for  the  production  of  the  diseara.  tageously  defined  tluis  :— A   cause  of 

Speaking  of  general  paralysis,  M.  Andral  functional  disturbance,  or  a  disturbed 

wya  that  "  he  doubts  not  that  sanguineous  process,  in  the  animal  economy.     So 

eoDgcitiona  contribute,  offcener  than  is  sup.  J-^r,  we   shall  probably  find   satisfac- 

poMd,  to  produce  those  lesions  of  motion  ^        grounds,  or  at  least  here  seems  a 

and  aoiMtion,  congestions    the    traces  of  clear   starling    point.      We   shall    not 

wUeh  dinpP»  aometimca  at  the  moment  ^^  ^^  conform  to  the  current  attempts 

of  death,  but  whose  eiistence  is  here  so  ^           i   •     •    •<  ^'        i    ^      .1              1  •'•> 

mudTS;  more  probable,   as    the    entire  *^  ^'^^/^"^  irritation,  but  rather  endea- 

nervona  eentn»  ia  lL  seat  erf  greater  excita-  ^""^  /°.  P"^«"^  ^^  ™«»"^  ^\?^^.  ^'''\  1^«? 

tkm,  and  of  a  more  considerable  afflux  of  uncertaineour.ethan8oraedi8tingmshed 

tlie  Ihiida."  (CKn.  Med.)  writers  have  done. 

Nor  do  I  thmk  that  the  effusion  into  the  ^»r  A.  Cooper  expressed  his  views 

▼entridea,  found  often  in  so  great  a  quan-  thus:—**  Numerous  examples  of  sym- 

titj,  ia  to  be  disregarded  as  a  cause  of  the  pathetic  actions  may  be  adduced  ;  the 

movementa  of  these  patients,  since  communication  which  exists  between 


it  makaa  its  way  by  the  calamus  Hcri])tonu8  the   uterus    and    breast  is  a   striking 

to  the  qrinal  canal;  and  any  increase  to  the  instance  of  it.''     To  us,  the  secretion 

fluid  thm  preaent is,  according  to  Majendie,  of    milk   on   the    contraction    of    the 
withevU 


evil  results.  uterus  seems  very  little  more  than  a 

Laatly,  the  infiltration  of  the  medullary  physical,   or    rather    humoral,    eonse- 

ftmctnre  is  due  probably  to  atrophy  of  the  qucnce  ;  and  all  the  other  correlations 

fltoM.  inat  aa  we  see  atrophy  of  the  cortical  ^f  the  generative  organs,  in  either  sex 

itactnre  followed  by  effusion.    The  fibres  ^^^^  j^  animals,  may  at  least  partake  of 

hare,  indeed,  retamed  their  power  of  con-  ^,,,,^^,^1  agencies. 

veymg  the  notices  from  the  sensonum,  but  <,.     *    /r_, ,     ,      *        •.                  1^ 

SirLeiUbility  is  more  or  less  exhausted,  .^'"^  ^  LooiKTUCxt  recites  examples 

their Tigonr gone.  of    natural  excito-motory   sgrnp^-.thies. 


Upon  th?whote,  I  believe  that  there  are  ^"t. "  ^^f  coniinues,  *' s>;mpathetic 
mnyiateiictaral  lesions,  and  not  one  only,  »?^»«"  »«/^lso  the  result  of  injury  and 
vhidi  oiat  aa  cauaea  of  general  paralysis ;  disease,  becoming  the  cause  of  restora- 
jneh  Iflriona  either  directly  affecting  the  tion.  on  the  one  hand,  or  of  destruction 
aednlU  oblongata,  or  mdirectly  affecting  it  on  the  other ;  and  this  state  of  the  body 
throngh  the  brain.  \  Qb\\  irritation.    Irritation,  gentlemen, 

may  be  defined  to  be  an  altered  action 
excited  in  the  system  by  an  unnatural 
impreasijm :  e,g.  the  passage  of  an  uri- 
nary calculus  through  the  ureter  occa- 
sions retraction  of  the  testicle  and  pain  in 
the  thigh.'*  It  may  happen  that  the 
obstructed  and  distended  ureter  acts 
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directly  on  the  track  of  the  motor  and  very  little  more  than  so  many  distinct 

sensitive  nerves  which  are  here  con-  grades  of  capillary  irritation  or  dis- 

eemed.    Pain  in  Uie  loins  from  disease  tnrhed  process,  whieh  depend  first,  on 

of  the  testis  seems  rather  like  some  the  kind  and  (fegree  of  mischief  in- 

bowel-pains  referred  to  the  wrong  part  flicted ;  and  seconmy,  on  the  state  of  the 

throufi^n  inexperience ;  as  the  toes  seem  materials  of  repair,  of  which  the  blood 

pained  after  amputation,  and  there  are  is  the  chief. 

various  deep  sensations  that  we  never       Observing  a  flea-bite,  the  puncture  of 

learn  to  localise  accurately.  a  needle,  or  particularly  the  gentle 

Testitis  from  gonorrhoea  is  of  doubt-  wound  for  vaccination,  a  blush  of  red- 

ful  explanation.    Continuous   inflam-  ness  is  found  to  surround  the  injured 

mation,  or  mechanical  obstruction,  are  point  to  a  considerable  extent;  making 

but  common  consequences.    (See  Sir  its  appearance  soon,  and  gradually  and 

A.  Cooper's  Lectures,  page  10.)  shortly  subsiding.    This  we  regard  as 

We  snail  find  that  there  is  a  great  more  resembling  a  sympathetic  action 

variety  of  irritations—^simpie,  complex,  than  many  i nstances  commonly  adduced 

or  general ;  and  these  all  may  be  modi-  as  such.    The  sting  of  an  insect  pro- 

fiea  by  the  constitution  or  condition  of  duces  more  disorder,  and  the  poison  of 

the  individual  subjected  to  any  par-  the  viper  still  more.    We  do  not  know 

ticnlar  cause  of  disturbance.  that  the  more  or  less  extensive  horripi- 

^  Our  method  of  reviewing  these  va-  lation  on  the  application  of  cold  to  the 

rieties  will  be  to  brine  them  forward  hand  is  not  attended  with  some  such 

in  the  order  in  which  they  seem  to  sympathetic  capillary  contraction.     It 

illustrate  each  other,  rather  than  that  is    most    experienced   by  the   feebly 

of  a  rigorous  classification,  which  our  nourished,  the  delicate  and  sensitive, 
present  knowledge  will  ill  admit  of,  and        We  have  thought  that  the  sudden 

which  the  study  does  not  reauire  :  our  call  to  micturition  in  such  a  case  may 

plan,  however,  may  finally  lacilitate  a  be  owinfi^  to  the  inward  determination 

more  complete  and  satisfactory  arrange-  of  blood  causing  abdominal  tension, 

ment ;  for  we  shall  still  endeavour  to  liocal  cold  also  acts  on  the  blood  and 

establish  the  basis  of  a  natural  arrange-  its  functions  universally,  and  we  would 

ment  of  the  phenomena  of  irritation.  not  here  exclude  the  idea  of  nervous 

When    the    back    of   the    hand  is  influence, 
moderatelv  pressed  or  rubbed,  or  ex-        Some  regard   irritation    as    always 

posed  to  neat  or  cold,  or  affected  by  morbid ;  and  this  view  of  the  subject,  or 

rubefacients,  the  result  is  an  increase  rather  mode  of  defining  the  term,  is 

of  capillary  injection  with  reparative  natural  enough  for  those  exclusively 

nutrition ;  and  such  an  experiment  is  engaged  in  the  treatment  of  diseases ; 

the  basis  of  one  definition  of  local  si m-  but  their  position  is  a  false  one  unless 

iple  irritation ;  by  which  we  may  infer  a  physiological  process  of  simple  irrita- 

nere  an  unexplained  deterioration  of  tion  and  reparation  be  admitted  as  a 

tissue,  which  is  necessarily  transitory  basis  princiiSe. 

in  a  sound  body ;  for  the  consequent        Simple  irritation,  as  by  great  heat, 

increased  afllux  of  blood  speedily  re-  may  be  widely  diffused,  but  it  is  not 

stores  the  health  and  strength  of  the  universal,  nor  even  general ;  indeed,  the 

capillaries,  and  they  resume  their  due  idea  of  general  or  constitutional  irrita- 

proportions.    The  consequences  of  irri-  tion  is  extremely  complicated,  and  we 

tation  are  widely  different  under  cir-  do  not  propose  to  ourselves  to  do  much 

cumstances  of  disordered  health,  as  we  more  than  explore  tlie  subject,  and  to 

shall  hereafter  find.    The  above  facts  show  how  far  racts  support  the  opinions 

refer  tocapillary  irritation  in  particular ;  we  hold ;  how  far  we  conceive  the  irri- 

and  we  may  suppose  the  case  to  be  tation  to  be  falsely  interpreted,  and 

devoidof  pain,  or  one  where  no  nerves  how  we  may   anticipate  a  safer  and 

are  discoverable,  as  in  the  cerebrum,  more  hopeful  train  of  study. 
Accordinfi"  to  the  preceding  view,  the        Local  irritation  may  be  set  up  in  any 

nmple  adhesion  of  an  incised  wound,  part  of  the  living  body.  The  capillaries, 

the  suppuration  of  the  same,  the  cica-  the  nerves,  the  blood  iUelf,  andin  short 

trizing  of  an   ulcer,    sloughing,    the  every  vital  organ  or  tissue,    it  is  true 

ulcerative  detachment  of  a  slough,  and  this  may  be  a  novel  mode  of  unfolding 

the  exuberance  of  granulations,  are  the  matter,  but  we  trust  that  a  little 
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patient  attention  will  iiutify  the  course  which  they  are  destined  to  eliminate. 
we  take.  It  is  to  oe  regretted  that  Diuretic  medicines  or  urinary  salts  may 
our  progress  is  surrounded  by  error  as  irritate  the  kidney ;  the  matters  are 
wellasoifficuUv.  excreted,  and  the  organ  returns  to  its 

We  may  find  a  good  illustration  of  original  state  of  quiescence ;  but 
local  irritation  in  the  circumstances  of  habitual  potations  of  gin,  or  the  sup- 
an  inflamed  eutaneous  follicle.  In-  pression  of  other  excretions,  as  that 
apissated  secretion  obstructs  the  orifice,  of  the  skin,  causes  such  a  degree  of 
or  the  decline  of  secretion  allows  the  renal  irritation,  that  the  organ,  after  be- 
opening  to  contract,  and  the  sudden  coming  hypertrophic,  becomes  actually 
increase   of    secretion    from   general    diseased. 

causes  produces  or  constitutes  tnc  irri-       We  may  assume  that  similar  pro- 

tation.      A  little  effort  re-opcns    the    cesses  of  irritation  occasionally  affect 

orifice,  or  a  pustule  is  formed.  all  the  secretory  apparatuses  of  the 

We  shall  perceive  many  varieties  in    body.    Thus  cold  and  catarrh  (of  any 

the  course  and  conseauences  of  this    mucous  surface  whatsoever)  are  in  a 

<»ie  simple  irritation  (obstruction),  all    manner  justly  s^'nonymous.    Probably 

of  which  ma^  assist  to  explain  the  state    the  direct  application  of  keen  air  is  a 

of  the  constitution  in  particular  cases,    cause  of  irritative  deterioration  of  the 

Very  slowly  increasing  distension  gives    conjunctiva  or  larynx. 

rise  to  a  large  sebaceous  cyst,  but  when        In  the  general  effects  of  cold  to  the 

inflammation  is  suddenly  set  up  around,    surface  of  the  body,  we  see  a  double 

we  cannot  avoid  the  conclusion  that  the    cause  of  what  is  called  reaction,  namely, 

action  is   determined  by  the  general    the  weakness  of  the  superficial  capil- 

state  of  the  system,  both  as  to  its  origin,    lanes,  whose  circulation  lias  been  im- 

kind,  and  course.  pcded,  and  the  stimulus   of   matters 

Ten  or  twenty  pustules  of  acline  may    accumulated  in  the  system  by  the  sup- 

conunence  at  once  in  consequence  of  ex-    pressed  secretion.    And  this  is  not  all ; 

haustion,  excess,  or  exposure,  and  with    for  it  is  one  manifest  effect  of  external 

a  purgative,  or  a  warm  day,  they  niuy    cold  to  retard  all  functions  (chemical, 

all,  or  nearly  all,  subside  in  twenty-    vege table,  or  anininl),  and  subsequently, 

fonr  hours.  Sometimes  the  suppurative    warmth  both  facilitates  and  stimulates 

action  is  rapid  and  confined,  and  the    renction. 

repair  as  speedy,  or,  in  a  similar  case,  Chronic  catarrhs  (variable  or  recur- 
we  may  conceive  that  an  acute  nrocess  rent)  involve  hypertrophy  of  the  se- 
increases  the  contents  of  the  cells  and  crcting  glands,  just  as  the  skin  becomes 
their  fluidity,  and  they  arc  ejected  thickened  by  attritions;  and  in  this 
without  suppuration.  With  the  renewal  way  deafness,  asthmii,  and  prostatic 
of  the  excretory  aperture  the  inflam-  stricture,  may  have  the  same  cause 
malion  disappears.  This  seems  happier,  and  the  same  course,  and  may  demand 
but  scarcely  so  natural  as  the  mere  re-  the  same  method  of  treatment,  as  con- 
Bolutive  cnange  wc  have  before  ad-  stituting  forms  of  local  secernent 
Terted  too.    Occasionally  the  inflam-    irritation. 

nation  is  much  more  chronic,  often  Nutritive  irritation, — Non-secreting 
variable,  and  finally  either  suppurative  organs  become  the  seat  of  irritation  in 
or  resolutive.  It  may  be  limited  or  dif-  a  different  way.  The  muscle  of  the 
fused,  attended  with  different  degrees  of  arm,  the  heart,  or  the  bladder,  thickens 
haidness  and  tumefaction  ;  sometimes  by  increased  exertion,  unless  its  nutri- 
withsloughingor  excessive  suppuration,  tioii  fails;  the  hand  by  toil;  the  lung 
opeeially  in  Uie  so-called  strumous,  or  brain,  by  free  use,  probably  endures 
Toe  tendency  to  heal,  to  ulcerate,  or  form  an  irritation  which  may  become  exces- 
nnhealthycrusts,  are  so  many  additional  sive,  and  which,  with  deteriorated  nu- 
and  distinct  indications  of  the  i)articular  trition,  involves  absolute  disease. 
diathesis.  We  have  seen  that  hypemutrition  of 

Let  us  now  regard  the  capillaries  a  gland  may  attend  or  result  from  se* 
under  other  circumstances  of  irritation  cement  irritation ;  yet  there  is  still 
or  disturbance.  another  distinct  mode  or  kind  of  nutri- 

i9ccrefory  in-itation, — All  the  secre-    tive   irritation.     The  growth  of  tlie 
tory  glands  of  the  body  may  be  sup-    parts  of  the  body  seems  to  be  attended 
po&eato  act  with  c'entleness  or  force    witii  a  sIbXa  ol  t»^ew«»&t  <^t  ^V:«a^. 
mccording  as  the  blood  abounds  little    of  gTelliNBac\]^BX\V^t^^•'^^^\^^^^'^ 
or  much  with    the   peculiar   matters    ccplVbV\il7  Vo  ^V>ax\i^»R^  ^\^^  '^nx\^ 
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changes;    and  it  is   likewise  accom-  distinct  from,  nutritive  irritation.    A 

panied  with  a  superabundance  in  the  tumor  may  cause  absorption  on  a  spot 

olood  of   the    various   nutritive  ma-  of  bone,  and  ossification  around  it 

terials.      In   another  place  we   have  The    relation    between    absorption 

dilated  on  the  particulars  of  different  from  capillary  compression  and  that 

kinds    of    ossific    irritation ; — excited  from  general  depletion  does  not  seem 

nutrition,  and  bone  deposited  on  bone,  to  be  very  uncertain, 

according  to  the  prevalence  of  bone  In  what  has  been  advanced,  we  may 

in  the  blood;   ana  various  irritations  see  ample  grounds  to  distinjpiish  be- 

attended  with  absorption  of  bone,  as  tween  several  modifications  ofone  local 

by  pressure;    or  defective  deposition  irritation — as  a  puncture.    First,  that 

oi  bone  from  the  paucity  of  the  earth  connected  with  simple,  or  excessive,  or 

in  the  system.     See  the  article  Fracture,  deficient  reparation.     Secondly,  that 

in  the  Cyclopcedia  of  Surgery.)  which  belongs  to  more  morbid  repara- 

I  fit  be  tnje  that  part  8  are  deteriorated  tive  acts,  according  as  the  body  may 

in  proportion  to  the  degree  in  which  have  been  previously,  or  may  l>ecome 

they  are  used  or  exerted,  and  repaired  subsequently  deranged ;  and,  thirdly, 

in  the  same  ratio,  that  is,  so  long  as  that  which  appertains  specifically  to 

the  blood  is  freely  formed,  we   may  the  injury  inflicted  as  in  cases  of  great 

make  some  further  inferences  relating  laceration  or  specific  poisons, 

to  the  uses  of  exercise,  by  which  blood  The  doctrines  of  nervous  irritatwnt 

is  consumed  or  altered,  and  materials  hitherto  have  been  rendered  unneces* 

for  excretion — the  stimuli  of  the  excre-  sarily  obscure,  by  mingling  with  them 

tories — are  also  made  abundant.    Even  a  variety  of  false  or  doubtful  illustra- 

the  fluids  which  aid  digestion  seem  to  be  tions.    The  most  common  and  positive 

more  amply  produced  under  these  cir-  case  of  nervous  irritation  is  pain  in,  or  re- 

cumstances ;  and  it  seems  that  cquali-  ferred  directly  to,  a  disordered  part, 

zation  and  freedom  of  all  the  functions  And  what  are  the  effects  of  this  on  the 

(with  good  nutrition)  may  thus  lead  to  constitution  ?     How  do  ordinary  mea- 

the  exaltation  of  all ;— assimilation,  cir-  surcs  of  pain  affect  the  healthy  body  P 

culation,  perfective  or  maturative  assi-  We  had  almost  said  not  at  all !     But, 

milation,  nutrition,  and  secretion.  (See  on  the  other  hand,  a  crushed  finger  to 

First  General  Laws  or  Fundamental  a  feeble  person  in  cold  weather  may 

Doctrines  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  by  be  followed  by  severe  rigor,  faintinc', 

T.  W.  King.    London,  1840.)  and  vomiting,*  and  the  injury  to  a  limb, 

Nutritive  irritation  does  not  depend  without  loss  of  blood,  may  perhaps  be  fbl- 

alone  on  excitement  of  the  organ  which  lowed  by  a  fatal  collapse.  We  are  willing 

grows  or  becomes  hypertrophic.     We  that  such  should  stand  recorded  as  one 

must  conclude  that,  in  many  cases,  the  of  nervous  (sentient)  irritation  alone, 

mere  abundance  of  nutritive  matter  in  but  in  every  such  case  the  strength  of 

the   blood  is  the  cause    of   nutritive  the  body,    the  sudden   effect  on  the 

deposition;  that  is,  of  a  kind  of  nutritive  respiration,  heart,  capillary,  and  mus- 

irritation.  cular  systems,  must  be  traced  out  j  and 

As  we  know  that,  in  the  absence  of  when,  after  the  collapse,  reaction  comes 
sufficient  nutrition,  local  irritation  can-  to  be  studied,  even  the  length  of  time 
not  cause  hypertrophy,  so  we  may  that  the  patient  has  been  exposed  mo- 
understand  how,  nutrition  abounding,  tionless  to  the  cold,  and  eveiy  colla<> 
secernent  irritation  may  be  attended  teral  circumstance,  must  be  taxen  into 
with  even  creat  glandular  hypertrophy  the  account.  The  effect  of  an  exten- 
of  one  kind  or  another.  sive  scald  may  be  compared  to  thepre- 

The  combination  of  local  irritation  ceding    case,    and    also  that   of   the 

and  atrophy  takes  its  explanation  from  diffusion  of  feces  in  the  peritoneum, 

or  after  these  cases.  The  last  two  cases  we  deem  analogoua 

Irritation    inducing    absorption.  —  to  each  other,  except  that  in  the  first 

While  a  certain  degree  of  local  pres-  the  chief  morbid  agent  is  soon  removed, 

sure  or  friction  leads  to  increased  nu-  while  in  the  latter  it  is  more  persistent. 

Irition,  a  greater  amount  of  pressure  In  both  of  these  cases,  however,  it  is 

causes  absorption,  as  if  by  compressing  essential  to  distinguish   between  the 

the  capillaries  and  arresting  nutrition,  local  capillary    irritation   tending  to 

And  this  process,  whatever  its  nature  repair,  and  t\\ctveT^ovx*\TfvV8A\wvNi>cC^^ 

>wiif  be,  and  whatever  name  we  give  is,  as  it  wexe,  otve  s\t&ij>  o^  ^T\Q\)tv«  \.t^- 

^,  will  often  he  mixed  up  with,  though    cess,  name\v ,  iVvvvt  \>^  >n\\\Ocv  v\v«^  Xx^^^^ 
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Irenerally  may  become  affected.  Itiscvi-  may  be  infected,  but  myriads  of  the 

dent,  alflOt  that  other  influences  tend  robust  of  kU  classes  throughout  the 

to  oomplicate  the  process.    The  expo-  world  are  not  less  ro,  and  without  any 

lore  oithe  scalded  surface,  a  process  of  svmpiithctic  disturbance.    Among  the 

depletion,  and  perhaps  the  absorption  cliildrcn  of  Jamaica,  vegetable  focd, 

of  pr^udicial  matters,  require  to  be  \atsc    bellies,  multitudes    of    worms, 

carefully  appreciated.  and  good  health,  did  not  appear  to  us 

Plain  18  said  to  be  ffvmpathetic,  when,  in   the  slighest  degree  incompatible; 

instead  of  being  referred  to  the  dis-  and    the    same    seems   to    hold    on 

eased  organ,  it  seems  to  be  seated  else-  the  continent  of  Europe.    Our  friend. 

Where.  Uisease  in  the  course  of  a  sentient  Dr.  Arbuckle,  a  very   competent  ob- 

nenre  seems  to  give  pain  where  the  radi-  server,    assures   us    that  one  or   two 

clesof  the  nerve  a  re  spread  out;  and  this  hundred   lumbrici,  of    there    or  four 

may  be  the  explanation  of  many  of  the  inches  in  length,  are  sometimes  voided 

examples  of  sympathy,  which  are  much  at  once,  in  Maranham,  South  America. 

more  talked  of  than  understood.     Pain  He  found  tonics  benefit  the  health  of 

in  the  knee,  from  disease  about  the  those  who  were  put  under  his  care 

bip;    the  glans  penis,  from    bladder  under  such    circumstances,    but  that 

doMMe  I  the  inside  of  the  thigh,  from  worms  were  too  univcrsially  present  for 

prostatic  inflammation;  and  others  may  him  to  attribute  any  materuil  or  snc- 

eome  to  be  thus  accounted  for.     We  cific  mischief  to  them.     He  regarded 

have    just    dissected    an  example   of  their  increase  as  a  consequence  of  de- 

iciatica   dependent  on  medullary  tu-  elining  health  and  vigour.     He  knows 

mors  along  the  right  side  of  the  loins  ofno  pathognomonic  signs  of  worms  be- 

and  sacrum.     We  have  known  pains  side  tne  actual  observation  of  them. 

in  the  arm  from  phthisical  abscess  in  It  happened,  though  very  rarely,  that 

the  apex  of  the   pleura.     (See   some  they   were   evacuated  by   an  abscess. 

account  of  pains  m  anginal  attacks,  The  people  were  not   well  8U])plicd. 

&c.  in  papers  on  aneina  pectoris,  by  Rice,  vegetables,  and  salt  tish,  or  salt 

T.  Wilkinson  King,  Med.  Ciaz.  1841,  meat,  are  their  usual  food. 

tad  of  those  of  toothache,  in  the  same        It  ought,  we  think,  to  ap})ear  a  very 

jonmal,  January  1842.)  diflicult  ({uestion  with  certain  patholo- 

Pains  down  the  back  of  the  leg,  with  gists  and  doctor^,  that  the  irritation  of 

diBordera  of  the  rectum,  and  along  the  worms  may  do  so  much  harm,  and  harm 

Inner  part  of  the  thigh  with  uterine  dis-  only  ;  while  that  of  medicine,  which  is 

eases,  seemto  depend  on  local  affections  so  much  more  evident,  should  be  i)ro- 

bf  the  trunks  of  nerves;   cramp  also,  ductive  of  so  much  exclusive  benefit. 

There  ia  evident  reason  to  distinguish  the        The  recherche  of  M.  Louis  on  Tenia 

various  forms  of  pain  in  the  head,  side,  presents  a  very   good  account  of  the 

back,  stomach,  and  belly,  but  it  is  not  symptoms  of  declining  health,  which 

.easy  to  do  so  satisfactorily.     We  know  i:lone  arc  the   cau<e  «if  bringing  the 

almoatnothingof  sensibility  within  the  worm  patient  to  the  physician.     Be- 

S'eura  co8tali.s,  or  in  the  substance  of  yon.l  this,  his  cases,  we  suppose,  only 

e  brain,  liver,  spleen,   and  kidney,  constitute  one  more  instance  of  niisap- 

There  appears  to  be  something  of  de-  plied  statihtics—of  une(|ual  facts,  with 

finite  distension  in  the  side  pains  when  leel^lc  and  erroneous  views, 
.we  run  after  eating,  and  perlmps   in        Stntex  (jfthe  loutjue. — We  cannot  but 

the  pains  of  stitch,  cramp,  and  colic,  regard  the  theoretical  deductions  com- 

On  the  whole,  however,  the  more  we  monly  made  from   the  appearance  of 

know   of   pains,  the    less    we    know  the  tongue,  with  reference  to  the  rest 

of  their  dangerous  sympathetic  eflects.  of  the  system,  as  particularly  fallacious. 

Pain  over  the  shoulder  has  not    yet  A  natural  tongue,  doubtless,  indicates 

been  shown  to  depend  on  the  liver  or  healthv secretion;  a  furred  tongue sim- 

the  stomach.     Such  a  case  as   bowel  ply  inculcates  undue  secretion,  and  may 

irritation    tickling   the  nose   has    no  very  naturally  accompany  theincrcasing 

foundation,  but  such  as  we  shall  pre-  nutrition  of  the  whole  body.     If  it  be- 

aently  explain.     A  partial  sign,  and  a  longs  to  any  kind  of  irritation  (besides 

repilar  sympathy,  are  very  difprrcnt  excessive  Kcccrnent),  it  is  to  that  of  local 

things.    The  constitutional   irritation  and  general  hypcr-uutritioiv.  X\NR.<i.Vs««. 
of  worms  in  thv  ^/owcls  is  at  prcKcnt    auA  ^5^^"^^^  Vv>\v^\\ft^  «k^^  ^-^^^^^^oKnr^- 
men  hypothesis.     The  delicate  frumc    \\\ii  o^  \jo^t\\trsX»L>:vaYi,^^^>^'^>^^^^ 
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no  disturbance  of  the  bowels  exists  in-  part  by  the  vigour  of  the  indiyiduaL 
dicates  only  disturbed  and  declining  A  catarrh  of  the  outlet,  to  which  the 
secretion,  with  failing  nutrition.    The  feeble  are  liable,  enables  the  creatures 
whole  mouth  shares  the  like  alteration ;  to    be    much  more  troublesome.      A 
tenderness  and  ulceration  follow.    Per-  wasting  and  sensitive  body  is  so  much 
haps  the  larynx  is  similarly  affected,  the  more  disturbed  by  them.     Such  a 
and  of  course  its  sensitiveness  betrays  case  of  nervous  irritation  does,  I  be- 
a  dif^rentkind  of  irritability.   Variable  lieve,  cause  grinding  of  the  teeth,  by  a 
catarrh   may    be    superaaded.      The  reflex  function,  just  as  it  may  produce 
bowels  may  be  affected  together  with,  restlessness,  starting,  or  a  cry  in  sleep, 
or  instead  of,  the  air  tube :  but  the  Simple  cutaneous  irritation  belongs  to 
glazed  tongue  may  be  attended  with  increased  sensibility,  to  wasting,  to  the 
seemingly  good  digestion,  as  in  a  case  habit  of  scratchinfi^,  and  to  the  want  of 
of  psoas  abscess,  or  open  (compound)  sound  rest  and  fuU  occupation, 
fracture.  More  complicated  forms  of  irritation 
These  remarks  may   tend  to   show  of  the  skin  may,  at  least  in  part,  admit 
that,  while  general  deductions  may  be  of  explanation,  by  reference  to  nomo- 
admissible  with  care,  the  true  meaning  ral  changes  in  the  blood,  as  those  of  the 
of  the  states  of  the  tongue  is  limited,  spring  of  the  year,  or  occurring  at  cer- 
and  that  they  have  no  specific  sympa-  tain  periods  after  exposure, 
thetic   connexion  with  those  of    the  Theirritntionof  teething  must  be in^ 
stomach  or  intestines,  and  their  only  vestigated  in  the  same  cautious  manner 
just  import  (in  reasoning),  depends  on  we  have  prescribed  for  other  cases, 
a  precise  local  estimation  which  subse-  Toothache  is  not  generally  supposed  to 
quently  assists  to  explain  the  general  excite  any  sympathies.    Disorder  of  the 
state    of  the  body.      A  dry    tongue  dens  sapiential  often  seems  to  induce  a 
almost    explains    itself.       A    simply  kind  of  earache.    Active  inflammation, 
furred  tongue,  then,  implies  a  degree  from  a  cold,  affecting  the  root  of  a  tooth, 
of   secernent  irritation,   just    as   the  subsides  or  gives  rise  to  abscess,  which 
increasing  plumpness  of  the  individual  will  increase  till  its  contents  escape,  and 
signifies    a    nutritive    irritation.      It  then  it  subsides.  This  may  recur  repeat- 
is  the  decline   of   the  secretory  and  edly ;  or  a  sequestrum  and  cloaca  form, 
nutritive  actions  that  belongs  to  a  red  with  a  mass  of  exuberant  granulation 
polished  tougue,  and  if  there  be  any  at  the  external  opening,  which  maas, 
peculiar  irritation  in  the  case  locally,  like  that  at  the  orifice  of  any  granu- 
it  is  one  of  sense — imperfect  nutrition  lating  sinus,  varies  with  the  states  of 
and  tenderness,  approaching  to  ulcera-  the  body.     With  moisture  and  attri- 
tion.    We  shall  hereafter  see  that  the  tion  the  tumor  may  attain  a  larger  size 
general   or    constitutional  indications  in  the  mouth  than  elsewhere,  though 
correspond  to  that  which  we  deduce  never  much  larger  than  a  marble.    A 
locally.  similar  tumor  forms  externally,  in  con- 
Itching  of  the  nares  belongs  to  a  nection  with  sahvary  fistula;  and,  of 
similar  state  of  body  to  that  which  the  course,  with  necrosis  of  the  jaw,  a  fis- 
morbidly  clean  tongue  evinces;  that  is,  tula  in  the  cheek  with  such  a  fungus 
a  condition  of  deficient  nutrition  and  would  most  probably  be  cured  by  ex^. 
secretion,  with  augmented  or  disturbed  tracting  a  tooth,  so  as  to  form  a  free 
sensibility.    Here  varying  dryness,  and  opening  for  matter  internally, 
irritability  through  a  sensitive   nerve  It  is  said  that  a  superficial  ulcer  of 
are  mere  local  efifects  which  indicate  the  lip  or  face  may  be  kept  up  by  a 
the  diathesis;  and  just  so  far  only  as  diseased  tooth  irritating  a  nerve;  and 
they  partake  of  the  circumstances  of  herpes  of  the  face  by  teething.    This 
the  entire  body,  they  present  an  exam-  requires  very  strong  proof.    The  tooth 
pie  of  sympathy ;  just  as  the  banks  of  may  be  removed,  and  the  ulcer  heal; 
a  river  dry  and  crack  when  its  source-  but  the  one  is  not  yet  proved  to  be  th© 
fountains  are  low  :    the  mud  sympa-  cause  of  the  other.     Solitary  and  rare 
thises  with  the  want  of  clouds  and  facts  do  well  enough  to  support  tan 
rain.                .                         ^  imagination,  but  realities  ought  to  have 

The  same  kind  of  explanation  seems  some  more  ostensible  corroboration. 

a  sufficient  account  or  certain  affcc-  A  state  of  the  teeth,  or  ratlier  of  their 

tions  of  the  skin,  anus,  &c.    The  local  connections,    usually  called  \TT\tA]ble^ 

irritation  of  anal  wortna  in  regulated  in  that  is,  moT\)\CL\^  «eiv^\X\N^,  ^xv\  x^*^^ 
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to  inflame  and  ache,  is  indicative  of  deal  of  analysis.  Perhaps,  in  strict- 
iailing  nntritiony  and  that  is  premoni-  ness,  we  ought  to  consider  separately 
tory  of  toothache,  as  of  varions  general  all  excito-motory  phenomena,  whether 
diaotdecB  which  takingcold  may  quickly  of  health  or  disease;  but  these  and 
induce.  The  inflammation  will  re-  such  cases  as  the  indirect  dependence 
qnire  its  specific  treatment ;  but  the  of  the  heart  upon  the  brain,  cannot  yet 
cure  dependa  on  augmenting  the  free  be  easily  isolated  in  the  study  of  medi- 
nutrition,  and  obviating  the  causes  of  cine.  Fear  p&ralvses  the  voluntary 
inflammation  both  locally  and  gene-  muscles,  and  the  blood  sinks  in  all  the 
raUv.  veins,  and  fails  in  the  cheek  and  head. 
Congh  depends  on  laryngeal  sensi-  A  returning  and  increased  current  in 
tiveness,  and  it  majr  be  caused  by  ex-  the  heart  flushes  the  face,  and  even 
cesiive  secretion,  with  or  without  de-  induces  palpitation.  These  are  com- 
dining  nutrition  of  the  mucous  surface,  plicated  results  of  cerebral  disturbance 
or  increasing  sensibility  of  the  part,  or  irritation,  but  they  admit  of  expla- 
CoQgh  from  sympathy  with  the  lungs  nation  in  diflercnt  deg^rees  without 
or  stomach  must  remain  to  be  first  much  difficulty,  and  with  great  ad- 
proved  to  exist,  and  then  we  may  en-  vantage. 

deavour  to   explain   it.     **  Stomach-        Vomiting  from  injury  of  the  head, 

congh"  implies,  as  we  suppose,  a  fair  or  from  obtuse  pain  or  fainting,  is  an 

digestion    tcmporarilv   aggravating    a  instance  of  irritatiun  which  may  be 

bronchial  catarrh.    When  the  body  be-  called    cerebral.      The     motions    of 

K'ns  to  waste,  where  should  we  so  soon  swinging  in  the  air,  rotating  the  body 

ok  for  hsmorrhagc  (after  the  gums)  quickly,  or  rocking  at  sea,  seem  analo- 

as  to  the  larynx,  which  is  so  delicate  gous  instances.     Feur,   collapse,  dis- 

and  vascular,  devoid  of  cuticle,  and  in-  gust,  and  poisons,  as  antimony,  whe- 

cessantly  exposed  and  in  motion  ?  tner  put  into  the  stomach  or  into  the 

The  most  distinct  examples  of  reflex  veins,  all  seem  to  act  in   a  manner 

function  (excito-motory  or  other)  con-  through  the  brain,  in  addition  to  ex- 

ititute  an  established  class  of  nervous  cito-mutor    agency.      Females     seem 

irritations.  It  is  necessary',  however,  to  more  subject  to  sea-sickness  than  males, 

remember,    that    some    supposed  in-  the  young  and   tLged  more  than   the 

itsnces  may  be  altogether  erroneous  middle-aged,  and  invalids  more  than 

Mramptions  on  the  part  of  those  who  the  robust.     Cats,  dogs,  fowls,  pigs, 

are  too  exclusively  wedded  to  a  single  horses,  and  cattle,  sulfer,  the  vounj^ 

principle.  more  than  the  old.    We  deem  tne  sS- 

A  mow  on  the  epigaster,  causinc^  fection  to  consist  in  a  primary  afTec- 
coUapse  or  death,  is  a  much-vaunted  tion  of  the  brain.  Gidcliness  is  often 
instance  of  nervous  irritation,  but  whe-  experienced  early.  Of  course  the  only 
ther  jnstly  or  not  we  cannot  decide,  remedy  for  the  disorder  must  be  either 
Ve  nave  elseriv'here*  suggested  a  dif-  to  remove  the  cause  or  inure  the 
lerent  explanation.  We  are  not  sure,  sufferer  to  its  effects.  Perfect  rest,  re- 
however,  that  the  case  is  so  well  esta-  dining,  with  the  head  on  its  side,  or 
Uished  as  to  deserve  even  a  place  the  face  upwards,  decidedly  assists  to 
among  unexplained  and  rare  pneno-  prevent  the  distress,  and  even  to  re- 
mena.  It  is  much  more  certain  that  move  the  feeling  when  it  has  corn- 
men  fall  dead  without  any  blow ;  as  in  menced.  A  certain  degree  of  rcple- 
esses  where  the  openings  of  the  coro-  tion,  and  even  a  stimulating  diet,  help 
naiy  arteries  become  contracted  after  to  maintain  the  powers  of  resistance, 
inflammation.  Our  friend,  Dr.  Joseph  and  obviate  the  tendency  to  debility 
Ridge,  iKffiScsses  some  histories  of  this  which  militates  against  recovery, 
kino,  with  one  related  by  us.  Those  The  last  attacks  on  a  voyage  may 
violent  shocks  which  involve  the  cere-  be  expected  before  breakfast,  and  if  the 
bra],  respiratory,  and  circulatory  func-  Bufferer  have  to  wait  unusually  for  his 
tions  indiscriminately  and  almost  uni-  dinner,  he  may  find  by  expeneiice,  as 
vers&Uy,  are  not,  we  think,  to  be  we  have  done,  that  it  may  be  difficult 
explained  by  a  single  word,  unless  by  to  hurry  from  the  table  to  his  bed  in 
sneh  a  general  term  as  disorganization,  order  to  keep  down  the  much-required 

Cerebral  irritations,    if   attentively  meal ;  yet  after  an  hour  or  two^  with 

eoaaJdavd,  seem  still  to  require  a  good  advancing  (V\^tt.V\ow  ^tA  N^atxi^c^t  t^- 

•  ia  the  urtMe  on  Aoffina,  «lrMMfy  cited.  pleUon,  l\e  Tfta.^  'V^V^  ^^so>iX  HlSJ^  VO^* 
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pimity.  The  wine-drinker  has  not  to  various  indefinite  sympathies  between 
wait  so  long  for  the  assimilation  of  his  the  kidneys  and  brain  or  spinal  marroir, 
less  enduring  support.  but  we  should  first  seek  for  a  Mi  ex- 

We  venture  to  class  all  pains  under  planation  of  all  inflaxamiitions  depeo- 
the  term  cerebral  irritation,  and  also  dent  on  diseased  kidnevs;  2dly,  for 
all  excessive  sensual  and  mental  im-  an  account  of  the  effects  oi  nervous  para- 
pressions.  lysis  on  all  secretions;  and,  finally,  the 

The  known  cxcito-motory  actsof  the  residual  facts  may  perhaps  be  set  down 
body  may  not  on  any  account  be  em-  to  the  credit  of  tne  doctrine  of  nervoas 
ployed  to  elucidate  pain,  or  any  dis-    sympathies. 

turbance  which  is  not  muscular,  or  The  occult  part  of  pathology,  like 
dependent  on  muscle.  They  have  astrology  of  old,  has  had  too  great  at- 
nothing  to  do  with  mere  sensation,  and  tractions  for  some,  while  simple  facts 
we  ought  to  consider  the  philosophy  and  inductions  require  more  patience 
which  ascribes  general  convulsions  to  than  it  is  often  agreeable  to  bestow  on 
dental  or  intestinal  irritation  as  at  least  them.  Paralysis  of  the  abdominal 
very  unsatisfactory  —  vague  and  un-  muscles  may  surely  have  some  influence 
discriminating,  if  not  totally  erroneous,  on  the  secretory  viscera ;  and  defective 
since  the  only  known  cause  of  general  digestion,  secretion,  and  sanfuineous 
convulsions  is  determinately  in  the  ner-  depuration,  are  but  a  part  of  the  intri* 
vous  substance.  catc  problem  in  such  a  case. 

Spinal  irritations  may  be  well  deserv-  Constitutional  irritation  or  general 
ingof  investigation;  but  we  should  blush  disturbance,  in  connexion  with  local  or 
to  rank  ourselves  with  some  writers  on  specific  injury,  although  an  extremely 
this  hypothetical  ground.  With  organic  difficult  subject,  may  yet  admit  of  some 
lesions  of  the  medulla  and  its  sheaths  analysis  and  elucidation  upon  the  fore- 
we  find  here  uniform  signs,  and  there  going  principles, 
none,  and  so  occasionally  of  the  brain,       36,  Bedford  Square. 

but  how  different  are  the  imaginary  ef- — 

fects  of  what  some  call  spinal  irritation!      EMPHYSEMA  OF  THE  INTERNAL 

Hysteric  irritation,  and  correspond-  ORGANS 

ing  states  in  the  other  sex,  are  not  ' 

simply  nervous  derangements;  nutrient    'ouxd  in  a  child  after  having  lived 
waste,  and  humoral  deterioration  and  ten  years  with  general 

various  visceral  disturbances,  are  pro  emphysema. 

minent  features  of  the  case,  when  the  By  Duncan  R.  M'Nab,  Esq. 

investigator  is  not  engaged  by  prejudice.  Eppinjf. 

Dr.  Bright,  in  the  22(i  volume  of  the  .„     jl    r     j     i^  J-    * /n,      ..    » 

Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  has  <^^^'*  ^^'  ^'*^^'*  ^"^'^«'  Gazetie.J 

described  some  fatal  c^ses  of  spasmodic  

disorder  connected  with  pericarditis,  A  boy,  a?t.  10  years,  labourer's  child, 
and  seems  to  think,  witli  just  caution  His  mother  states  that,  at  the  age  of 
however,  that  inflammatory  or  irritative  four  or  live  months,  he  had  a  severe 
action  involving  the  phrenic  nerve  may  illness,  with  great  difficulty  of  breath- 
have  been  the  cause  of  the  spasm.  We  ing ;  that  a  blister  was  then  applied  to 
have  noticed  such  a  cnse,  m  point  of  the  chest;  that  from  that  time  he  has 
fact,  but  are  far  from  admitting  the  ex-  always  been  in  a  weak  state  of  health, 
planation.  and    his    breatiiing    short;    that    he 

One  prone  to  pericarditis  is  liable,  became  very  puffy  or  full,  so  that,  whea 
though  not  equally  it  may  be,  to  in-  she  pressed  her  finger  on  his  face,  a  pit 
flammation  (\n  the  same  form)  of  any  would  remain  about  two  minutes ;  that 
serous  membrane,  and  when  we  find  a  at  the  age  of  7  years  he  was  brought 
more  compound  nerve,  as  the  par  home  from  school  in  a  fainting  fit,  which 
vagum,  divided  by  the  pressure  of  an  lasted  about  five  minutes;  that  from 
aneurism  (as  every  now  and  then  hap-  that  time  he  used  at  intervals,  first  of 
pens)  without  any  spasm,  we  may  not  four  or  five,  latterly  of  one  or  two, 
conclude,  without  good  grounds,  that  months  to  have  fainting  fits,  about  ten 
slighter  or  even  uncertain  affections  of  in  the  course  of  two  days ;  that  after 
a  motor  nerve  can  give  rise  to  fatal  the  fits  he  used  to  lose  the  puffiness 
chorea  or  catalepsy.  (which  she  to  took  \m  \yt  ^\i\,  Wi  vjVxvid 

Much  has  been  written  concerning    a  ncigUbout  U)\0LVveivia&mvi^-i\^to\»v3^^ 
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ftfid  ta become  qaite  thin,  bat  the  ful*  ilio-ccecal    valve;     two   inches  below 

1IC80  used  gradually  to  come  on  again,  which,  and  about  twelve  inches  above, 

Feb.  23. — On  aceoimtof  theincreas-  the  mucous  membrane  was  of  a  dark 

ing  frequency  of  the  fits  she  brought  red  colour,  with  numerous  white  pa- 

him  to  me,  jost  after  the  fits  had  left  pillary  eminences,  and  deep  ulcerations 

him.     I  did  not  then  learn  the  above  around  the  larger  glands.    A  lumbricus 

particnlan.     He   took  H^d.   c.    Cr.  teres  lay  above  the  valves. 

gr.  ij.  ter  die,  aboat  a  fortnight,  during  Epping^,  Aiay  lo,  isis. 

which  time  he  did  not,  as  usnal,  become '_ 

pnfiy,  bat  rather  thinner :  tlie  mother 

tho4ht  him  better,  and  did  not  bring  ouservations  on 

him  any  longer.      She  states  that  after  SEMINAL  AND  OTHERDISCHARGES 

the    treatment    was   discontinued   he  FROM  THE  URETHRA. 

gTadoAlly  became  again  very  full,  till 

he  was  seized  with   the  illness   with  By  Benjamin  Phillips,  F.R.S. 

which  he  died.  Sary^PontoSt.MaryU^lwnelufirni&ry^andljectiirtT 

Nansea,  pain  in  the  head,  pain  in  the  °°  ^'''^''Vh^iot'Sl^S^'  "'^^''** 

bowels,  and  constipation,  were  at  first  „      ^    ,,  . 

the  chief  symptoms.    He  died  in  al)out  <'^«'"  '^^  Medtcal  Gazette.) 

ten  days  in  a  tvphoid  state,  with  deli-  

riam,coma,and  bloody  evacuations.  Jt  is  now  many  weeks  since   I  for- 

:  Poii^mortem  examination,  30  hours  jj'^^?^^  ^?    ^^^  two  communications 

A     figath  having  reference  to  the  subject  of  m- 

^                '  voluntary  discharges  of  spermatic  lluid. 

.    April  22.  —  Spleen  dark  coloured,  And   as   those  communications    have 

large,  crackling  under  pressure,  and,  considerably  enlarged  my  experience, 

on  being  cut  into,  giving  out  air-bub-  and  that  in  comparatively  a  very  short 

hies.  time,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  brin^  the 

Stotmaek, — At  the  fundus  two  patches  cases  more  vividly  to  my  mind  than  I 

of  sir-bubbles,  of  the  size  of  common  could  do  on  a  former  oc(*;tsion,  1  have 

shot,  apparently  between  the  mucous  concluded  that  the  results  of  my  ex- 

nnd  serous  coats :    the  muscles  at  the  perience  on  the  subject  during  the  last 

fundus  red,  and  very  distinct.  three  months  might  go  far  to  shew  the 

GaWbladder^-^lts  coats  very  emphy-  value  of  the  remedy  to  which,  on  those 

sematous;  the  contained  bile  very  dark  occasions,  1  endeavoured  to  direct  at- 

colonied.  tent  ion. 

Liver, — Pale;    extending  below  the  The  number  of  cases  which  have 

ribs  and  over  into  the  leu  hypochon-  come  under  my  notice  since  that  time 

drinm ;    on  the  right  lobe  were  seen  amounts  to  33 ;  of  these,  2.3  have  been 

patches  of  minute  air-bubbles,  at  first  medical  men— some  in  practice,  others 

looked  upon  as  a  solid  deposit ;  and  on  in  statu  pupillaris.     In  24  instances  it 

cutting  into  the  substance  of  the  right  was  admitted  that  masturbation  had 

lobe  the  same  were  seen  throughout ;  been  practised ;  in  some  cases  so  fre- 

hy  pressure  they  might  be  squeezed  out,  quently  as  twice  or  three  times  a  day, 

and  thus  quite   removed,  or  diiFcrcnt  but  in  all  those  cases  it  wjls  stated  that 

^tches  might  be  united.  the   habit   had  been   abandoned.     In 

Kidneys. — The  same  may  be  said  of  two  cases  it  was  said  that  masturl)ation 

the  cortical  substance  as  of  the  right  had  never  been  practised :  supposing 

lobe  of  the  liver  j  there  were  also  larger  that  to  be  true,  then  the  only  way  to 

air-bubbles  on  the  surface.  account  for  the  discharge  was  to  as- 

PericardiUm.'—A  few  large  air-bub-  sume  that  irritation  was  set  up  by  a 

bles  upon  its  outer  surface.  natural  phymosis.    We  frequently  see, 

Liiii^f.— Both  pale  and  emphysema-  even   in   young  children,  that  when 
tous  throughout ;   the  left  with  inter-    there  is  inability  to  uncover  the  clans, 

lobular  emphysema,   and  on  its  pos-  the  secretion  around  the  corona  glandis 

tenor  surface  extensive  adhesions  to  docs  become  acrid  and    troublesome. 

the  walls  of  the  chest.  Whether  in  adults  a  similar  irritation 

will   of  itself    induce    spermatic   dis- 
•    The  mesenteric  glands  generally  were    charces,  is  to  me  verv  dcwihtCvA  \  \.^'«xv 
much  enlarged ;  suppuration  had  taken    readUy  UTvd<ixs\»iv(\.  \Scw\X.  \V  xosc^vsAvnr.'^ 
ji&ce  around  two  of  them,  near  the    maSitUTVmtiOTV.    \xv  \>ko  ^>iSA»  vws,  vS&si^- 
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aon  was  said  to  be  the  result  of  sexual  complete  remission  of  the  dischaiges 
excesses.  Id  two  cases  the  only  appa-  for  many.  days.  In  more  than  one  of 
rent  cause  was  stricture.  In  one  case  those  cases  1  suspect  the  mischief  has 
the  cause  seemed  to  be  a  frequent  in-  been  kept  up  by  some  imprudent  but 
dulgence  in  reading  lascivious  books,  concealed  hanit.  In  one  case,  I  found 
In  one  instance  the  genital  excitement  the  patient  lay  in  bed  till  mid-day,  or 
resulted  from  study,  or  from  the  perusal  even  later,  and  that  the  discliaige 
of  works  of  imagination.  generally  came  on  once  or  twice  be- 

Such  have  been  the  probable'  causes  tween  9  and  12  o'clock.  I  have  no 
of  the  complaint  Its  urgency  was  doubt  it  was  caused  by  conjuring  ap 
very  variable ;  in  some  cases  the  dis-  mischievous  images.  1  requested  him 
charge  did  not  happen  more  than  once  to  get  up  at  9  o'clock,  and  the  evU 
in  a  week  or  ten  days  ;  in  others  daily ;  was,  for  tne  time,  at  once  stayed, 
in  others  twice  or  even  three  times  a  With  respect  to  the  plan  of  treatment 
day.  The  effects  on  the  constitution  I  employed,  it  depended  on  the  circum- 
wcre  not  less  variable.  In  one  case,  stances  of  the  case.  In  seven  cases  no 
where  the  discharge  happened  com-  acute  pain  was  felt  any  where  during 
monly  three  times  a  day,  and  where  it  the  i)a86aee  of  the  bougie ;  in  one  it 
had  continued  more  or  less  for  twelve  occasioned  a  feeling  as  if  a  seminal 
years,  the  patient  being  at  present  24,  emission  was  about  to  occur.  In  those 
the  buoyancy  of  his  frame  was  very  seven  cases  I  was  content  to  try  tho 
little  disturbed;  he  could  walk  ei^ht  or  effect  of  the  bougie  smeared  with  mer- 
ten  miles  without  fatigue ;  whilst  in  curial  ointment,  or  merely  oiled,  and 
other  cases,  where  it  happened  once  or  introduced  twice  a  week ;  but  although 
twice  a  week,  the  physical  and  moral  there  was,  in  several  cases,  a  con- 
impression  has  been  most  profound,  sidcrable  improvement,  complete  relief 
Much  of  this,  no  doubt,  results  from  was  obtained  in  onlv  two  instances* 
the  hold  the  complaint  obtains  upon  In  nineteen  instances  I  used  the  caustic, 
the  apprehension  of  the  patient.  Of  these    cases   ten  were  completely 

In  two  cases  the  complaint  coexisted  relieved  by  a  single  application  ;  in 
with  epilepsy ;  what  direct  relation  the  three  the  amelioration  was  decided^ 
diseases  bore  to  each  other  was  not  though  the  complaint  was  not  cured; 
very  evident.  In  two  cases  there  in  six  there  was  no  relief.  In  the  nine 
was  very  considerdble  digestive  dis-  cases  in  which  the  first  application 
turbance ;  flatulence  and  irregularity  of  was  insufficient,  the  remedv  was  asain 
the  bowels  were  much  complained  of.  used— in  three  cases  witn  complete 
In  most  of  them  there  was  constipation;  success,  in  six  without  any  evident 
and  unless  that  was  carefully  attended  amelioration ;  so  that  it  succeeded  in 
to  the  genital  distress  was  increased,  two-thirds  of  the  cases  in  which  it  waft 
In  five  cases  palpitation  of  the  heart  applied,  a  result  which,  if  confirmed  by 
was  complained  of;  in  four,  "swim-  succeeding  experience,  would  stamp  it 
ming"  sensations  in  the  head,  failing  as  a  remedy  or  great  value,  though  less 
memory,  inability  to  apply  to  any  certain  than  my  previous  impressions 
thing.  I  cannot  help  thinKincr  that,  had  led  me  to  think, 
in  some  cases,  the  sulcged  failure  of  On  no  single  occasion  have  I  known 
menory  is  owing  to  the  intense  pre-  a  patient  to  complain  of  the  pain  at- 
occupation  of  the  mind  with  the  com-  tendant  upon  the  application  of  the 
plaint,  and  to  the  little  impression  caustic  beinc;  severe;  in  many  in- 
which  any  other  subject  makes  on  it.  stances  it  did  not  seem  to  be  greater 
Such  have  been  the  grand  features  in  than  that  of  the  inconvenience  of  in- 
the  cases  to  which  I  have  referred.  troducing  a  bouffie.      In  one  sinele 

With  respect  to  treatment,  the  fol-  instance  only  did  I  experience  any  alter 
lowing  are  the  results.  Seven  are  at  trouble.  A  patient  had  caustic  applied, 
present  under  my  care ;  five  I  think  without  complaining  of  suffering ;  in 
are  doing  weU,  two  are  not  so  satis-  four  days  afterward  he  came  to  me 
factory.  Of  the  twenty-six  cases  which  with  retention  of  urine.  On  the 
are  on  mv  hands,  eignteen  have  been  previous  day  he  had  walked  far,  and 
more  or  less  completely  relieved ;  in  ate  a  good  dinner,  and  it  was  after  that 
eight  instances  no  sensible  permanent    he  found  a  difiiculty  in  passing  urine. 

£-<x}d  was  derived  either  from  caustic    In  many  cases  a  Utile  bu>od,  \xsm;^\\.^  a. 

or  other  remedies,   though  there  was    drop  or  two,  V\v»  ew:a:e^3L  ou  Oaa  ii«iX 
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OMukm  of  making  water  after  the  ap- 
piieMion;  bat  tometimea  it  has  oc- 
cnvd  two  or  three  timei*  In  no  case 
hut  I  known  the  discharge  which 
Aonld  lblk»w  the  nae  of  the  caustic 
atmd  beyond  a  week,  and  osually  it 
ii  veiy  trilKng.  I  believe  the  remedy 
k  mneh  more  eflSectnal  when  it  induces 
1  pRttf  eopioas  discharse. 

MyRimmazythen  is  this :  the  caustic 

WM  mplied  in  19  cakes:  in  13  it  suc- 

eecdea,  in  6  it  failed ;  but  in  no  case 

WM  there  any  aggravation  of  the  s>*mp- 

toms  I  In  no  ease  was  an^  complaint 

wade  of  the  amount  of  pain  attendant 

npon  the  application ;  in  only  one  case 

wasanr  after  inconvenience  complained 

ot      In  several  cases  some  drops  of 

Uood  escaped  with  the  nrinc ;  in  some 

enea  there  was  scarcely  any  ajjpear- 

•nee  of  discharge  after  it ;  in  no  case 

did  the  discharge  extend  beyond  the 

seventh  day* 

It  will  be  observed,  then,  that  though 
the  amonnt  of  good  derived  from  tne 
nse  of  caustic  is  considerable,  it  is  Ly 
no  means  a  specific ;  but  there  is  one 
dass  of  cases  m  which  the  effect  is  re- 
maikahle  i  those  in  which  very  excited 
aeoaibility  exists  beyond  the  curvature, 
the  disease  seeming  to  depend  upon  the 
irritability  seated  m  the  vicinity  of  the 
opening  of  the  cpaculatory  ducts.  In 
aome  cases  this  is  so  remarkable  that 
the  paasase  of  a  bougie  over  the  part 
may  aetiiiuly  induce  emission.  There 
arc^  however,  many  cases  in  which  no 
sneh  pain  is  discoverable,  and  in  those 
cases  1  have  not  so  much  confidence  in 
the  efllcacy  of  the  caustic.  In  those 
•  the  exciting  cause  of  the  emission 
often  habit.  Masturbation  or 
having  been  long  continued, 
the  secretory  action  of  the  testicle  is 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  frequency 
of  the  calls  maae  upon  it ;  the  vesicles 
are  always  full,  the  ducts  are  lax,  and 
the  fluid  easily  pressed  forward.  These 
caaes  improve  under  constant  changing, 
occupation  for  the  mind,  and  general 
tonic  treatment.  In  one  instance  I 
have  observed  great  good  to  result  from 
the  nae  of  the  tincture  of  cantharides 
eariied  to  the  extent  of  determining 
heat  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  but  in 
other  cases  I  have  known  it  fail. 

I  might  allude  to  other  plans  of 
treatment,  but  as  the  present  pa|)er  is 
merely  a  complement  to  the  other,  it 
might  seem  out  of  place. 


CLOSURE  OF  THE  VAGINA. 


To  the  Editor  qfiko  Medical  Gazette. 
Sir, 

Although  I  do  not  always  approve  of 
hasty  comments  on  cases  reported  in 
our  journals,  I  have  been  prompted  to 
offer  a  few  brief  sentences  on  the  cases 
of  "  Closure  of  the  Vagina"  quoted  from 
an  American  journal  in  your  number 
for  the  12th  inst. 

Congenital  adhesion  of  the  labia  in 
infants  is  not  unfrcqucnt :  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary  for  Children  I  have  had,  oc- 
casionally, more  than  one  cose  pre- 
sented to  me  on  the  same  monnng, 
which  I  have  not  hesitated  instantly  to 
relieve. 

Concrenital  adhesion  is  merely  bv  a 
thmjiim,  the  division  of  which  requires 
no  cutting,  A  common  probe  pressed 
on  the  fissure  from  behind  instantly 
relieves  the  labia,  without  any  expres- 
sion of  pain  by  the  child. 

The  epithelium  is  somewhat  thinner 
in  the  line  of  the  adhesion,  as  it  usually 
is,  indeed,  when  not  exposed  to  the 
atmosphere.  Spermaceti  ointment  on 
lint  removes  all  irritation,  if  there  be 
any,  in  two  days. 

The  cases  of  Dr.  Nott,  it  is  stated, 
were  adhesive  nihsequent  to  birth.  This 
is,  I  believe,  always  as  easily  relieved 
without  cutting,  the  adhesion  not  being 
the  effect  of  plastic  lymph,  but  a 
glutinous  oozine  probably  from  the 
follicles  at  the  edge  of  the  labia. 

I  should  not  have  troubled  you  with 
these  remarks  were  it  not  for  the  irri- 
tating effect  often  resulting  from  the 
retention  of  a  few  drops  of  urine,  or  of 
mucus,  behind  the  adhesion,  and  the 
perfect  simplicity  and  painlessness  of 
what  can  scarcely  be  termed  an  opera- 
tion.— I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  C.  Dknoy. 

May  19, 1843. 


REDUCTION  OF  HERNIA. 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

Sia, 

I  SEND  you  the  following  case  for  in- 
sertion in  your  journal.    The  patient 
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was  a  most  unfavourable  subject  for  an  water  to  run  off  by  the  tube.      I  then 
operation,  and  was  relieved  by  a  plan  reapplied  the  syringe,  and  continued 
of  treatment  which,  I  understand,  has  exhausting  the  air,  when,  after  a  few 
been  verv  successfully  adopted  in  Ire-  minutes,  I  had  the  gratification  to  find 
land,  and  which,  I  hoi)e,  in  manv  cases  the  hernia  gradually  subsiding ;   and 
may  prevent  the  necessity  of  having  by  keeping  up  gentle  pressure  tne  con- 
recourse  to  a  painful  and  dmgerous  tents  were  returned  into  the  abdomen. 
op«tition.->I  remain,  sir.  My  patient   immediately  pronounced 
Your  obedient  servant,  herself  relieved ;  her  countenance  be- 
Charles  Collambell.  came  cheerful,  and  the  sickness  abated. 
CanterbttTT  Place,  Lambeth,  She  was  ordered  a  brisk  aperient  of 
April  19, 1843.  sulphate  of  magnesia  and  peppennint 

Mrs.  Russell,  cet.  51,  very  corpulent,  2;«^«!:»  and  a  dose  of  calomel  andopium. 

ruptured    herself   on    the    right    side  The  bowels  acted  freely  on  the  follow- 

twenty-four  years  since,  in  lifting  a  *"&  morning,  and  she  is  now  as  well  as 

heavy  weight,  and  (until  within  a  fort-    "^^'-   

night)   has  not  worn  a  truss  for  the 

last  seven  years,  but,  in  conseouence  of  ON  THE 

its  being  impropc  rly  apulied,  has  con-  MECHANISM  OF  ABSORPTION. 

stantly  had  it    on  with  the   rupture  

down  ;  she  has  not  experienced  much  ""^ 

inconvenience,  and   has  always  been  To  the  Editor  of  (he  Medical  Gazeife. 

able  to  reduce   it  in   the  recumbent  gjj^ 

posture  until  this  afternoon  at  three  ' 

o'clock.     I  was  requested  to  see  her  at  I   shall   feel  much  obliged  by  your 

half- past  eleven  p.m.,  April  12,  and  giving  insertion  to  the  accompanying 

founa  her  extremely  exhausted ;  coun-  communication  in  an  early  number  of 

tenance  very  anxious  and  shrunk ;  con-  your  journal. — I  am,  sir, 

stant     vomiting  j    pulse     small     and  Your  obedient  servant, 

thready  ;  hands  and  feet  cold;  breath-  George  Robinson,  M.R.C.S. 

ing  hurried  ;  abdomen  very  tender,  but  Fellow  ofthe  Royal  Medical  and  Ctdmr^oa 

not  tympanitic.      On  examination    I  Society, 

found  a  protrusion  of  intestine  through  35,  Hunter  street,  Brunswick  Square, 

the  femoral  ring,  larger  than  I  could  ***y  "*»»'  ^^' 

cover  with  my  two  hands,  very  tender,  In  a  memoir  which  was  read  before  the 

and  excessively  tvmpanitic  (giving  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society 

sensation  of  a  bladder  distended  with  in  February  last,  I  attempted  to  prove 

air),  and  no  impulse  on  coughing.     I  by    a  series  of    experiments    that    a 

endeavoured  by  very  gentle  manipula-  partial  or  complete  obstruction  to  the 

tion,  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  to  reduce  passage    of    the    blood    through    the 

it,  without  success ;  and  as  she  was  in  smaller  vessels  of  the  body  will  cause 

a  very  small  room,  and  without  the  the  escape  of  its  albuminous  portion 

possibility  of  having  a  warm-bath,  I  through   their  coats.     In  the  present 

advised  her  removal  to  the  hospital,  communication  I  wish  to  direct  atten- 

This  she  positively  refused,  as  she  was  tion  to  the  influence  which  the  opposite 

resolved  not  to  submit  to  an  operation,  condition  of  the  circulation  exercises  in 

Under    these    circumstances  I   deter-  [)romoting  the  absorption  of  any  fluids 

mined  to  adopt  the  plan  of  treatment  that  may  oe  placed  in  contact  with  the 

recommended  and    successfully  prac-  external  surface  of  the  vessels,  or  only 

tised  by  Dr.  O'Beirne.      I  introduced  separated  from  them  by  one  or  more 

the  elastic  tube  of  the  stomach-pump  membranes. 

into  the  rectum,  and  passed  it  on  to  the  If  we  examine  the  facts  brought  for- 

distance  of  twelve  inches.     I  then  at-  ward  to  illustrate  the  process  of  ab- 

tached  the  syringe,  and  slowly  injected  sorption,  we  shall  find  that  the  follow- 

two  quarts  of  warm  water.     When  half  ing  is  perhaps  the  only  general  con- 

this  quantity  had  been  thrown  up  a  elusion  that  can  be  safely  drawn  from' 

gurgbng  was  distinctly  heard  in  the  them,  viz.  :— 

tumor,  and  it  ^^dually  became  less  That  no  substance  can  exert  any  in- 
tense. Having  injected  all  the  water,  fluence  on  the  whole  system,  unless  ^e 
I  removed  the  syringe,  and  allowed  the  circulation  of  the  blood  through  the 
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.▼essels  of  the  part  to  which  it  may  be        According  to    this    hypothesis    the 

applied  is  penorroed  with   a  certain  chief  part  of  the  process  of  absorption 

■    BJIf*  ^^  activity.     ^  is  made  to  rchiue   in   some    peculiar 

.  That  the  circulation  of  the  blood  power  possessed  by  the  membranous 

must  precede  and  accompany  the  act  walls  of  the  vessels ;  the  circulating 

of  absorpCioD,  is,  among  many  other  fluiditself  being quiteasecondnry  agent, 

izutanceSy  proved  by  the  following  ex-  though,  as  above  mentioned,  its  motion 

periments  :^  is  necessary  for  the  action  of  any  poison 

1.  Magendie  divided  all  the  parts  of  on  the  system  at  large. 

the  thigh  of  an  animal  but  the  femoral        To  prove  the  truth  of  his  opinion, 

vessela,  and  then  inserted  poison  under  Magendie   i)erfurmed  an  experiment. 

the  integuments  of  the  hmb.     While  He  passed  a  stream  of  water  through  a 

the  vein  was  compressed  no  symptoms  portion   of  carotid  artery  and  jugular 

appeared,  but  they  were  immediately  vein,  having  previously  ajiplied  strycli- 

produced  when  the  return  of  the  blood  nine  to  the  exterior  of  the  vessels.'   In 

was  unimpeded.  a  few  minutes  the  water  discharged  had 

2.  Emmerttied  the  abdominal  aorta,  acquired  the  bitter  taste  of  the  |)oihon. 
and  introduced  poison  into  a  wound  in  Now  this  experiment,  considered  by 
the  foot,  but  at  the  end  of  seventy  hours  itself,  throws  but  little  light  on  the 
no  effects  had  appeared.  On  liberating  mechanism  of  absorption  ;  it  merely 
the  Tesscl  then,  the  poison,  prussic  cicid,  proves  tluit  while  a  stream  traverses  a 
acted  within  half  an  hour.  1  have  re-  membranous  tube,  any  soluble  matters 
pteated  this  experiment  with  precisely  placed  on  the  exterior  of  that  tube  will 
similar  results.  The  aorta  being  com-  be  absorbed.  But  as  to  the  relative  in- 
pressed,  a  few  drops  of  a  strong  solution  fluence  of  the  stream  and  the  mcm- 
of  hydrosulphate  of  ammonia  were  in-  brane  in  accnmpli.shing  that  end,  we 
troduced  beneath  the  integuments  of  are  left  wholly  in  the  dark.  lie  referred 
the  thigh.  At  the  end  of  seven  mniutes  the  whole  of  the  transmitting  power  to 
no  symptoms  had  api)eared,  but  on  then  the  membrane ;  but  the  sanieexperiment 
releasing  the  vessel  from  the  compres-  will,  1  think,  prove  just  as  much  the 
sion,  the  operation  of  the  poison  was  intluenee  of  the  stream  in  increasing 
immediately  evinced,  and  the  animal  that  power. 

was  dead  in  less  than  a  minute.  It  has  long  been  known  that  a  fluid 

A  number  of  similar  facts  might  be  while  traversing  any  porous  vessel  will 

adduced  in  support  of  this  assertion,  draw  in  a  considerable  quantity  of  air, 

but  it  will  be  sumcicnt  to  refer  to  those  which   is  liberated  when  the  fluid  is 

contained  in  all  modern  works  on  phy-  again  at  rest. 
aioioey:  as  MuUer's,  p.  254,  &c.  I  now  quote  an  experiment  fron  Sir 

This  principle  being  established  we  J.  Leslie's  Elements  of  Natural  Philo- 

maj  in  the  next  place  proceed  to  in-  soj)hy,  Vol.  i.  p.  3()4. 
qoire  how  the  action  of  the  circulation        "  If  a  cylinder  1  inch  in  diameter, 

in  &vouring  or  rather  producing  ab-  and  3  inches  long,  be  fltted  into  an 

sorption  is  to  be  explained.  oriflce  at  the  bottom  of  a  cistern,  and 

According  to  tlie  laws  regulating  the  on  its  upper  side,  at  the  distance  of 

transmission  of  stagnant  fluids  through  half  an  inch  from  its  origin,  a  narrow 

the  membranes,  cxosmosis  and  endos-  arched  glass  tube  be  inserted,  having  its 

mosis  should  be  continually  occurring  long  end  carried  down  to  a  basin  of  water 

through  the  coats  of  the  vessels  of  the  3  feet  below  the  insertion  of  the  other 

lining  body;    and  there  undoubtedly  end,  wlien  a  stream  traverses  the  cylinder 

analogous  processes  do  take  place.  But  with  a  velocity  of  nine  feet  per  second 

it  appears  to  me  highly  important  that  it  will  raise  the  water  up  the  glass  tube 

we  should  ascertain  how  far  these  laws  to  the  height  of  two  feet,  and  if  the 

are  modified  when  one  or  both  fluids  tube  be  shortened  within  that  limit,  the 

are  in  a  state  of  motion.  basin  will,  in  a  short  time,  be  emptied 

However,  Magendie,  and  all  succeed-  of  the  stagnant  fluid.      I  have  now 

ing  physiologists  who  adopt  his  opinion,  several  times  repeated  this  experiment, 

suppose,  that  the  external  fluid,  per-  and,  with  a  rapid  stream,  the  results 

•Bleating  the  membrane,  makes  its  wav  were  always  in  accordance  with  the 

to  the  internal  surface  of  the  blooc[-  above    statement.      Having    filled    a 

▼easel,  and  is  then  swept  on  by  the  wine-glass   with    coloured   fluid,  and 

current  of  the  blood.  having  connected  its  contents  (by  means 
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of  a  bent  tube  twelve  inches  long)  with  are  known  to  occnr  in  the  bodies  of  ani- 
the  interior  of  a  pipe  half  an  inch  in  male,  I  am,  I  think,  justified,  even  in  the 
diameter,  I  founa  that  the  glass  was  present  incipient  sta^  of  the  inquiry, 
drained  of  the  stagnant  fluid  in  less  in  making  the  following  statement : — 
than  two  minutes  after  the  stream  was  That  as  it  has  been  shown  that  the 
turned  through  the  pipe.  I  may  refer  effusion  of  albuminous  matters  through 
to  the  same  page  lor  a  proof  of  the  the  coats  of  the  vessels  of  the  living 
statement  that  this  imbibing  power  of  body  is  produced,  and  modified  in 
the  stream  is  proportioned  to  its  velo-  its  nature,  by  the  degree  of  the  corn- 
city.  I  will,  however,  mention  one  pression  of  the  blood  contained  within 
other  proof.  While  a  cistern  is  full,  them — this  action  being  independent 
the  rate  of  discharge  and  consequent  of,  and  even  in  opposition  to,  the 
velocity  of  the  stream  through  the  ordinary  laws  of  exosmosis,  deduced 
orifice  at  its  bottom  will  of  course  be  from   experiments  on  tiagnant  fluids 

freatest.  Now  if  the  apparatus  above  — so  I  believe  the  chief  part  of  the 
escribed  be  fitted  into  a  pipe  con-  process  of  absorption  in  animals  to 
nected  with  this  orifice,  it  ^ill  be  found  arise  from,  and  depend  on,  a  force  ex- 
that  the  stagnant  fluid  will  rapidly  rise  isting  within  the  blood-vessels ;  that 
to  a  certain  neighc  in  the  glass  tube ;  force  being  generated  by,  and  propor- 
but  as  the  depth  of  the  column  of  water  tioned  to  the  velocity  of,  the  moving 
in  the  cistern  diminishes,  the  fluid  in  mass  by  which,  in  a  healthy  state,  they 
the  tube  will  oscillate,  and  fall  till  the  are  incessantlv  traversed, 
stream  becomes  so  tardy  as  not  to  exert  That  something  like  a  suction  power 
any  marked  influence  on  the  stagnant  acts  in  promoting  or  causing  absorption 
fluid.  Having  now  proved  the  exist-  is  undoubtedly  a  very  old  opinion,  and 
ence  of  this  power,  and  also  that  it  is  the  truth  of  this  remark  is  evident  in 
proportioned  to  the  velocity  of  the  the  literal  signification  of  the  word 
stream,  the  first  step  towards  the  itself.  But  so  far  as  my  present  know- 
application  of  the  principle  to  the  ex-  ledge  extends,  all  previous  writers  have 
planation  of  the  process  of  absorption  referred  that  power  either  to  the  en- 
m  the  living  body  is  to  shew  that  the  largement  of  the  chest  in  inspiration, 
same  force,  whatever  it  may  be,  w^l  or  to  the  dilatation  of  the  ventricles, 
act  through  one  or  more  membranes.  Now  while  readily  admitting  the 
Accormngly,  the  short  end  of  the  influence  of  these  actions  in  facilitating 
glass  tube  being  covered  with  mem-  the  return  of  venous  blood,  and  thereby 
brane,  and  its  long  end  immersed  in  a  indirectly  favouring  absorption,  I  can- 
coloured  fluid,  I  found  that  within  five  not  think  that  they  exercise  any  imme- 
mintites  after  the  stream  had  com-  diate  effect  in  promoting  the  entrance 
raenced  to  flow,  the  whole  of  the  air  of  extraneous  matters  through  the 
present  in  the  tube  (which  was  twelve  coats  of  the  smaller  vessels.  But  if,  on 
inches  lone,  and  its  bore  ^ih  of  an  inch  the  other  hand,  we  suppose  this  suction 
wide)  had  been  absorbed,  and  its  place  power,  whatever  its  precise  nature  may 
supplied  by  the  coloured  fluid.  A  con-  be,  to  be  caused  by  and  reside  in  the 
tinned  slow  ascent  of  the  latter  was  streiun  of  blood,  to  be  greatest  where- 
still  proceeding  when  I  was  compelled  ever  the  current  is  most  rapid,  to  be 
to  stop  the  experiment.  I  repeated  it  increased  in  its  activity  by  whatever 
again,  covering  the  short  end  of  the  accelerates  the  velocity,  and  diminished 
tuf)e  with  two  membranes  instead  of  by  whatever  induces  a  retardation  of 
one,  but  using  a  tube  several  inches  the  circulation  through  any  part,  then 
shorter  than  in  the  last  case,  and  found  we  shall  have  a  principle  of  action  at 
that  there  was  a  verv  slow  but  steady  once  simple  and  efficacious,  in  perfect 
and  constant  flow  of  the  fluid  towards  accordance  with  the  established  laws  of 
the  stream ;  the  fluid  which  thus  hydraulics,  and  by  the  operation  of 
traversed  the  tube  beine  opposed  in  its  which  many  morbid  and  healthy  phe- 
flow  by  gravity,  and  being  itself  of  nomena  of*^  the  human  body  can  be 
greater  specific  ^vity  than  that  of  the  satisfactorily  explained  and  readily 
water   constitutinjf  the  stream.      By  understood. 

^  ^  1          •^^'"^**»  *"^  ^^^  *  '"  *^^  present  stage  of  the  inquiry  I 

careful  consideration  of  the  chain  of  shall  not  make  many  applications  of 

indirect  evidence  furnished  by  a  num-  this  nrinciple,  but  content  mvself  with 

berofmorbidandhealthy  actions  that  briefly  alluding  to  some  facts  which 
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to  combonte  the  doetrinc  herein  physiology  to  explain  how  the  foetus  is 

■onglit  to  be  crtabiiahed.  nourished  by  the  matcraal  blood  with- 

Mogendie   uio?ed   that  a  state  of  out  any  direct  vascular  communication 

plethora  retaroed,  and  one  of  depletion  existing.    On  examining  the  maternal 

pnMDOted,  absorption.    These  two  con-  vessels,  it  is  evident  from  their  increased 

oiCioiM  of  the  system  are  evidently  diameter,  great  length,  and  tortuous  ar- 

attended  by  two  opposite  degrees  of  rangcment,  thai  the  circulation  through 

accivity  of  toe  cireufation.  them  must  be  much  retarded;  w^hile, 

For  when  ^e  mass  of  blood  is  much  on  the  other  hand,  the  shorter  circuit 
ansmented,  the  obstacles  which  natu-  of  the  fwtal  blood,  and  the  rapid  con- 
laUyoppoaedieikee  passage  of  the  blood  traction  of  the  fwtal  heart,  render  it 
thrmipi  ita  vessels  are  materially  in-  highly  probable,  if  they  do  not  establish 
creaiea,  at  the  same  time  that  the  action  the  certainty  of  the  fact,  that  the  ve- 
oftlieheait  18  slower  and  more  laboured  locity  of  the  foetal  blood  during  its 
than  usual:  consequently  the  proportion  passage  through  the  placental  vessels 
then  existing  between  the  moving  is  much  greater  than  that  of  the  ma- 
power  and  the  mass  to  be  moved  is  tcrnal  circulation. 
UB&vourable  to  a  rapid  circulation :  Since,  therefore,  it  has  been  shewn 
and  we  may  thus  explain  the  blower  that  the  absorbing  power  of  a  stream 
SKtioii  of  poisons  after  he  had  injected  is  proportioned  to  its  velocity,  it  should 
A  Qoantity  of  water  into  the  veins.  follow  that,  when  two  currents  of  blood, 

whereas,  after  bleeding  or  any  other  moving  with  different  degrees  of  ve- 

lai;ge  depletion,  the  whole  of  the  arteries  locity,  are  in  juxta-position  with  each 

Gontiact  as  the  quantity  of  blood  in  other,  being  sepsirated   only  by  two 

the  system  diminishes,  so  as  to  form  a  thin  membranes,  the  more  rapid  stream 

series  of  narrower  tubes ;  and  the  heart  will  not  only  draw  in  any  iluid  that 

belnffrelievedof  apart  of  its  load,  after  the  other  may  have  already  effused, 

the  first  shock  is  over,  increases  the  but   may  even    directly  increase  the 

rapii£ty  of  its  contractions  so  much,  quantity  or  rate  of  that  effusion. 
that  a  more    rapid    circulation  must        Wherever  the  course  of  the  vessels 

necessarily  result.  is  tortuous,  or  their  coats  relaxed,  a 

There  are  two  parts  of  the  animal  retardation  of,  and  consequent  impcdi- 

economy  where  the  process  of  absorp-  ment  to,  the  circulation  of  the  blood 

tion  is  actively  carried  on,  and  where  results  —  eflusion  lakes  place,  and  ab- 

aome  beautiful  modifications  of   this  sorption  occurs  very  slowly,  and  vice 

principle  are  exemplified.    I  have  said  versA.    We  can  thus  understand  whv 

that  compreision  of  the  blood  within  the  surface  of  old  ulcers  should  absorb 

its  vessels  ftvours  effusion :  it  should  more  ra])idly  than  that  of  more  recent 

follow,  therefore,  that  the  compression  ones ;  why  a  ligature  tied  round  the 

of  an  external  fluid  against  their  coats,  limb,  or  the  ajiplication  of  a  cupping 

while  Aev  are  traversed  by  a  rapid  glass,  impedes  the  action  of  poisons  in- 

atream,   snould   promote    absorption ;  troduecd  into  wounds  of  the  extremity. 
and  such  doubtless  is  the  case.  In  short,  t'nroughout  the  whole  bodv, 

The  influence  of  pressure  in  causing  tlie  two  antagonihtic  processes  of  ab- 

die  absorption  of  cuused  fluids  is  weU  sorption  and  effusion  are  constantly  in 

known,  and  its  application  is  seen  in  operation,  the  prepondemnce  of   the 

daily    practice.      In    the    intestines,  one  or  the  other  in  anyj)articnlar  jmrt 

through  which  the  body  obtains  all  being  regulated  by  the  facrilities  or  im- 

ifs  nourishment,  some    provision   for  pediments  which  the  blood  meets  with 

increasing  tlie  absorbing  power  of  the  m    ils    passage   through   the  smaller 

vessels  was  required,  and,  accordingly,  vessels  of  that  part ;  ^and  I  believe  that 

is  thexe  found.  Their  i)eristciltic  action  absorption  takes  place  chiefly  in  that 

keeps  up  a  steady  continued  pressure  part  of  the  circulating  system,  from  the 

of   the    chyme    against    the    vessels,  circumstance  of  the  coats  of  the  vessels 

thereby  regulating,  to  a  certain  extent,  being  tliere  thinnest,  and  the  rapidity 

the  quantity  of  fluid  effused  from  the  of   the    current    greatest.    As  before 

latter,  at  the    same    time  that  their  stated,  I  consider  these  two  processes 

aalibre  is  diminished,  and  the  velocity  to  be,  in'their  nature  and  causes,  essen- 

of  the  blood  traversing  them  couse-  tially  diflerent  from  those  usually  un- 

quently  increased.  derstood  by  the  terms  endosmosis  and 

//  Aas  been  an  interesting  j)roblem  in  exosmot^is,  vitid  Vvi  W,  Vtx  la.  ^bk«^\s!«3^ 

SOS.—XXXIL  ^ 


322  CASE  OP  FATAL  WOUND  OF  THE  CHEST. 

sure,  independent  of  the  laws  regu-  excited;   face  flushed;  skin  hot»  and 

lating    the   transmission    of  stagnant  bedewed  with  a  copious  pen^iration ; 

and  uncomptested  fluids  through  mem-  tongue  covered  at  the  root  and  centre 

branes.  with  a  layer  of  white  pasty  fur,  and  ha» 

Note. — Of  course  these  remarks  are  wife  says  he  has  had  diarrhoea  for  the 

only  intended  to  apply  to  the  general  last  eight  days ;  breathing  huiried  and 

processes;   for  there   is   undoubtedly  anxious.     A  ^stressing  sickness  had 

something  more  than  a  mere  physical  continued  since  the  time  of  the  aoct-» 

law  in  operation    in  all  those  parts  dent  to  occasion  the  vomiting  of  a  te- 

where  secretion  is  going  on;  and  a  nacions    frothy    mucus    tinned    widi 

certain  selective  influence  is  probably  blood ;  and  his  strength  had  been  ao 

also  exercised  in  regulating  the  admis-  much  reduced  in  consequence,  that  he 

sion  of  external  matters  within  the  begged  to  be  let  alone,  and  lay  in  a 

circulation.  state  of  apparent  s3rncope  during  tho 

__.  intervals  of  the  retching    No  spitting 

of  blood,  or  escape  of  air  or  blood  firooi 

CASE  OF  ^g  wound.    Lies  easiest  on  his  back. 

FATAL  WOUND    OF   THE    CHEST,  and  does  not  complain  of  any  local 

ACCOMPAItllCD  WITH  paiU. 

DiAaaaaA  and  oistrbssino  vomiting.  ,   On  examining  the  pitchfOTk,  wbieh 

lay  still  on  the  spot  where  the  accident 

occurred,    a  bloody  mark,   extending 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  from   the    point    up  two  and  a  bau 

g]i^  inches  of  one  of  its  toes,  was  distinctly 

,            '*!.•  1    Ai-     #  II                _^i.  discovered,  and  the  opinion  of  the  chest 

If  you  think  the  following  worthy  a  being  penetrated  duly  confirmed, 

place  m  the  Medical  Gazette,  you  °  '^                     ^ 

will  much  oblige  the  writer  by  its  in-  ^i"-  Sanguis  ad  Jxviij.     To  be  foUowad 

sertion.  ^P  ^^h  the  succeeding  mixture ; — 

D.  M'PheRSON,  9>  Tart.  Antim.  gr.  ij. ;  Tlnct.  Opii,  jM. ; 

Surgeon.  Aquae  font.  ^tiij.     M.  fiat  naati  ciqat 

capiat,    cochlear,   mag.    3ti4    qadqae 

John  Mailland,  oet.  32,  of  robust  con-  hora. 

stitution  and  temperate    habits,    had  \i7^.,„j„  r^«,«„*«^      •♦!.  u  4.       a 

been  standing  with  a  pitchfork  in  his  ^TH    Z^^*^?  "^'^^  i^°J  ^^^ 

hand,  on  the  top  of  a  c^art  laden  to  the  f  ^  ^'^'^f  ^^^  *f  ^"^  ^^^'^^V  5" 

height  of  sixteen  feet  with  bundles  of  f  .^ng.Patient  on  the  afternoon  of  the 

straw.    The  horse  in  yoke,  being  of  a  ^""^^^"g  ^^X;  }  ^0""^  him  almost  ar- 

resUess  nature,  took  fnght  at  some  ob-  "^"  ^  wior^..,  lying  upon  his  back,  and 

ject,  and  making  a  sudden  spring  for-  ^^'^^  '"^V,"^  ineffectual  efforte  to  vomit 

wards  threw  the  ^n  and  the  fork  pi-e-  T:*'  condition  of  things  which,  bj  the 

cipitately  over  the  hinder  end  of  the  ^"^nds  account  had  been  unremitting 

cart    The  pitehfork  had  fallen  first  to  S}"""^-  ^'j?  ^""""^  ^^  my  former  visit, 

the  ground,  and,  while  resUng  on  its  Respiration  sonorous  and  abdominal  i 

harmless  end,  received  the  man  from  a  countenance    collapsed    and   mortally 

height  of  three  feet  upon  its  prongs,  P^*^'  coldness  of  the  extremities  and 

one  of  which  entered  the  left  breSst  ^^^*  prostration  of  strength ;  sensibi- 

about  two  and  a  half  inches  below  the  ^'^^  ^°  '^''""^'  perceptibly  impaired, 

mamma,  and  inflicted  a  severe  punc-  Ordered  warm  applications  to  the  feet 

tuied  wound.    An  old  woman  had  ad-  ?"**  **f  *»  ^"^^  administered  at  frequent 

ministered  to  him  a  glass  of  gin  im-  intervals  a  htUe  brandy  dUuted  with 

mediately  after  the  accident,  and  he  *"• 

was  earned  to  bed  without  having  sua-  Went  to  visit  another  patient,  and 

tained  any  considerable  loss  of  blood,  on  returning  a  couple  of  hours  after* 

On  seeing  the  patient  three  hours  after,  wards  found  him  still  sinking.     The 

an  oval  wound  of  the  sixe  of  a  shilling,  eyes  looked  glassy ;  black  sordes  had 

and  resembling  very  much  the  conse-  encrusted  his  mouth  and  lips ;  and  in 

(laence  of  a  pistol-shot,  was  discovered  h.ilf  an  hour  afterwards,  while  in  the 

in  the  situaUon  just  described  j  but  no  act  of  changing  his  position  in  bed,  he 

aymptoms  were  then  elicited  which  expired. 

dmia  lead  to  the  amnehendon  of  the  Autops^.-^The  end  of  a  gum  elastic 

ebe^i  beiag  entenX    Pulse  full  and  catheter  passed  teai^X^^o'vmvltv^c^xkTv^ 
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«r die  woiuid  to  a  depth  eormpondin|r  mr.  BRUNBL'S  CASE. 

vitn  tlw  blooay  eocnutaUon  ajMm  the  

vhehlbik.     On  openhiff  the  chest,  I  _.  ^.    „  ..^      ^  .    .,  ,     . 

find  die  {nstranent  had  entered  be-  ^  '*•  ^'^^''  "^  '**  ^«'"^  ^«*«*- 

Iween  the  sixth  and  aeventh  ribs,  and,  Sib, 

fmniagaB  oblique  conrae,  had  sererely  The   public  sympathy  and  curiosity 

keeimted  tbe  lung,  together  with  tKe  respectincr  Mr.  Brunei  were  but  very 

ioffietliig  a  flcnOe  pnnetiire  upon  tlie  imperfectly  gratified  by  gleanings  from 

tsor  of  the  diaphragm.    A  considers-  the  columns  of  newspapers.    Medical 

UemuBtity  (5oi.)  of  effused  air  and  men  require  information  of  a  different 

UoM  tfikted  in  the  pletiritic  cavity,  kind ;  and  now  that  that  gentleman  is 

A  hUh  degiee  of  inflammation  snr-  happily  released  from    his  awkward 

nmMlhe  ivounda  in  the  pleura  and  predicament,  they  have  a  riffht  to  ex- 

In^   but    no   morbid   appearances  pect  it  from  a  better  source,    inasmuch 

fcUoved  iqpon  the  rasure  of  the  dia-  as  their  efforts  to  raise  medicine  from 

jllagit.  a  conjectural  art  to  the  rank  of  an 

ntann.— 'The  absence  of  certain  exact  science  have,  in  a  great  measure, 

fsftogoomonie   symptoms,    and   the  been  crowned  with  success,  they  may 

—uiiiooa   appearance  of  the   ex-  well  be  excused  from  reposing  implicit 

lemu  voond,  would  have  led  strongly  confidence  in  the  meagre,  unsatisfiic- 

la  tiia    eonclnsion   that   the    pleura  tory,  and  unauthenticated  letter  upon 

kid   MC     been    injured  ;     but    the  the  subject   viliich    appeared    in  the 

ringfe  erfdenoe  derived  from  an  exa-  Timti  newspaper,  and  which  may  pos- 

■liiMfthwi  of  the  instmment  by  which  sibly  have  emanated  from  a  non-pro- 

tte  wwud  was  inflieted  poved  the  Sessional  person  and  incompetent  nar- 

-         of  this,  and  set  the  question  rator.     Assuming,  however,  that  the 

ffilyatfest.    This  would  seem  anonymous  statement  in  the  Timet  \% 

in  mnt  to  add  to  the  list  of  in-  substantially  correet  as  far  as  it  goes, 

jviea  to  the  chesty  the  nature  and  ex-  it  is  quite  clear  that  Mr.  BrunerH  case 

tnHof  whJbll  are  not  to  be  determined  presented  some  features  of  very  great 

\ff  tiw  infbrawtion  derived  from  the  interest;    and  it  is  highly  desinible 

aetaic  of  cnating   symptoms.     The  that  they  should  be  fully  considered 

pieMncc^  to  be  sore,  of  certain  nathog-  and  reported  upon  by  one  of  the  emi- 

nomoiiie   ayiiKitoiiiB    aflfbrds   aeeisive  nent  surgeons  who  assisted  him.     I 

evidence  of  ffttema]  mischief   being  shall  refer  to  one  of  the  symptoms  only 

done }  bat  their  abaenee  do  not  by  any  to  illustrate  my  object  in  thus  tres- 

nmu  mmttm  the  harmlessness  of  the  passing  upon  your  columns. 

injniy.     Here  was   a  case  in  which  We  are  told  that  after  the  operation 

there  waa  bo  expectoration  of  frothy  of  tracheotomy  the  forceps  could  not 

blood,  no  eiespe  of  air  during  expecto-  be  employed  from  the  extreme  irrita- 

radoBy  no  emphyaema,  &c.,  and  yet  tion  of  the  trachea.    This  is,  I  believe, 

both  Che  pkura,  the  diaphragm,  and  almost  a  singular  instance  of  the  kind. 

Ae  iaBOL  were  extensively  and  fatally  Magendie  opened  the  trachea  of  a  dog, 

wonndra.    The  point  most  worthy  of  and,  ufxin  passing  whalebone  up  into 

attention  in  this  ease  was  the  inces-  the  glottis,  much  coughing  and  irrita- 

naC  vomitinff.    Upon  what  connection  tion  were  produced ;  but,  upon  i)as6ing 

bftweeu  die  ugeative  organs  and  the  it  downwards  through  the  trachea,  no 

pvta  wonndedf  should  the  stomach  be  inconvenience  ensued.     A  woman  had 

ettted  to  auch  violent  action  as  to  a  triangular  portion  of  a  sheep's  verte- 

eeotiBiie  i!a  throes  for  a  period  of  24  bra  impacted  in  the  right  bronchus, 

hoom  in  apite  of  medicine ;  to  form  the  below  the  chivicle.    Mr.  Liston  opened 

WmC  oggrwrated  eymptom  of  the  ma-  the  trachea,  and  with  some  difficulty 

lady,  Utt  thereby  lead  to  the  fatal  extracted    the  bone    by  the  forceps. 

eewequeucea  wUeh  enened^  Not  being  then  aware  of  Magendie's 

^l^y,^^»l^  ^     jy  j^^  experiment,  I  was  particularly  struck 

**"^^       ^^    '  with  the  very  slight  inconvenience  felt 

by  this  patient,  and  subsequently  by 

—  others,  on  the  insertion  of  the  for<i<i^^* 

At  a  meelm^  ot  ^\\^\^si^^.^-^^i^w^x^^a- 
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since,  the  subject  of  tracheotomy  was  tion  of  pathologists  than  the  one  under 
introduced  bv  Mr.  Travcrs ;  and  m  the  consideration;  and  few  indeed,  it  may 
discussion  which  followed,  the  compa-  be  added,  have  advanced  more  progres- 
rative  non-susceptibility  of  the  trachea  sively  towards  precision,  or  yielded 
was  fully  insisted  upon  by  Sir  B.  more  definite  results. 
Brodie,  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  Mr.  Liston,  The  labourers  in  this  extensive  field 
and  others.  An  illustrative  case  given  have  been  by  no  means  confined  to  a 
by  Mr.  Liston  on  that  occasion  is  single  country.  England,  France,  Ger- 
worth  repeating.  A  man  had  some  many,  America,  ana  Italy,  have  aJike 
chronic  disease  about  the  larynx,  honourably  produced  inquirers,  who, 
which  obstructed  respiration.  The  by  their  zealous  and  successful  investi- 
trachea  was  opened,  and  the  long  tube,  gations,  have  assuredly  brought  the 
which  he  wore  in  the  opening  con-  diagnosis  of  phthisis,  in  its  earlier 
stantlv,  produced  no  uneasiness.  This  stages,  to  a  degree  of  certainty  pre- 
man  habitually  relieved  himself  from  vionsly  unknown, 
occasional  attacks  of  dyspnoea,  by  The  mortality  caused  by  pulmonary 
passing  a  long  feather  from  the  tail  of  consumption  is  estimated  as  producing 
a  turkey  down  into  the  depths  of  his  at  least  one-fifth  of  the  entire  deaths 
chest,  and  bringing  up  from  thence  in  this  country;  which  fact  alone 
long  strings  of  tough  mucus,  which  he  proves,  with  melancholy,  truth,  the 
did  without  causing  the  slightest  irri-  almost  hopeless  amount  of  benefit  that 
tation  or  cough.  we  can  expect  to  derive  from  medicine, 
.  Although  phthisical  symptoms  gene-  save  as  a  palliative  in  the  very  advanced 
rally  supervene  if  a  foreign  substance  stages  of  the  malady, 
be  lon^  retained  in  the  trachea,  the  That  nature  does  occasionally,  though 
bronchi,  or  air-cells,  there  seems  to  be  rarely,  bring  the  disease  to  a  happy 
less  danger  from  the  irritation  caused  tcrmmation  I  am  fully  convinced ;  and 
by  its  immediate  presence  there  than  as  the  views  of  M.  Rokitansky,  of 
from  the  obstruction  caused  thereby  to  Vienna,  on  this  subject,  are  the  most 
the  pulmonary  circulation.  recent,  I  make  no  apology  for  intio- 
Whether  the  excessive  irritability  ducine  a  somewhat  lene^thened  quota- 
was  merely  a  higher  order  of  natural  tion  from  the  notice  of  his  work  on 
susceptibility,  or  was  morbid  sensibi-  Morbid  Anatomv,  in  the  January  num- 
hty, .  or  was  connected  with  inflamma-  ber  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical 
tory  action,  or  with  any  other  cause,  is  Review  for  the  present  year, 
one  of  the  points  which  remain  to  be  This  author  has  shewn  that  the  phc- 
cleared  up  in  Mr.  Brunei's  case,  upon  nomena  of  phthisis  may  proceed  to- 
which,  I  trust,  we  shall  shortly  be  pro-  wards  a  curative  termination  by  six 
vided  with  an  efiicient  memoir  from  different  modes :— "  Ist.  By  a  callous 
the  pen  of  one  of  his  distinguished  degeneration  of  the  tissue  around  the 
surgeons. — I  am,  sir,  cavity,  or  the  formation  of  a  membrane 
Your  obedient  servant,  within  it,  like  a  serous  or  a  mucous 
Reginald  Burridge,  M.D.  membrane ;  the  former  being  usually 
Physician  to  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  found  when  the  disease  is  tranquil ;  the 

Tannton,  Hay  30. 1848.  ""'■P**^*  latter  when  there  is  much  irritation. 
2aly.  The  cavity  may  completely  cica- 
trize, its  walls  gradually  falling  in  and 
^^  ^"^  uniting,  with  obliteration  of  the  bron- 
NATURE,  DIAGNOSIS,  AND  TREAT-  chi  and    sinking  in  of  the  surface  of 
MENT  OP  INCIPIENT  ^^^  l""g»  ^^^  perhaps  of  the  wall  of 
PHTHISIS.  ^^f  chest  also.    3dly   The  cavitv  may, 
.     _    ^  after  partially  shnnking,  be  filled  by 

BY  Christopher  M.  Durrant,  M.D.  chalky  matter,  from  the  metamorphosis 

Phytidwi  to  the  Eait  SoiToik  and  of  some  reAainiug  tubercle.    4tlUy,  In 

Iiwwich  HoapiUl.  the  plj^^g  ^f  tjjg  ^^y  .^y  t^g^  j^^y  ^ 

{For  the  London  Medical  Gazette,)  produced  a  large  callous  mass  of  tissue, 

like  that  of  cicatrices.     5thly.  The  tu- 

a          .,     ,          ^  ,    ,.  bercle  may  not  proceed  to  the  forma- 

SiNCB  the  immortal  discovery  of  aus-  tion  of  the  cavity,  but  being  arrested 

cultatwa  by  Laennec,  perhaps  no  dis-  in  its  earVict  piogn»s,  m^^  dSfiw^&K  in 

case  has  more  fully  occupied  the  atten-  size,  and  mivy  \jc  cYvv\tv^<i^  Vexxo  ^  ^xscj 
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or  dirty  white  mass  of  chalky  matter,  nulations,  whether  dcpositeil  singly  or 

and  at  last  into  a  hard  concretion,  in  clusters,  appear  first,  according  to 

And  lastly,  at  a  still  earlier  stage,  the  this  pathologist,  in  the  form  of  miliary 

tubercle  being  arrested  in  its  progress,  grains,  "  or,  in  an  intense  degree  of  the 

may  retrograae  and  become  ohtolete^  tuberculous  diathesis,  it  may  be  depo- 
shnvellinff  into  an  opaque,  blueish-  •  sited  at  once  as  the  yellow  tubercle.'* 
my,  cartilaginous  knot,  which  is  in-        In  tubercular  infiltration,  the  deposit 

disposed   to    any    further   metamor-  appears  completely  diffused  througnout 

phoms."  the  cellular  and  interstitial  i)ortion  of 

Snch  are  the  conclusions  to  which  the  lungs,  presenting  the  appearance  as 

M.  Rokitansky  has  arrived;    to  the  if  the  matter  had  been  poured  into  the 

cunectness  of  some  of  which  my  own  lung  in  a  liquid  form,  and  had  subse- 

observations  lead  me  to  concur,  more  quently  become  solidified. 
especially  in  reference  to  the  occasional        This  tuberculous  infiltration  is  con- 

cicatrization  of  cavities,  and  the  shri-  sidered  by  M.  Rokitansky  as  "  hcpati- 

Telled  condition  of  the  tubercular  dc-  zsition  by  a  tuberculous  product."     He 

posit.  maintains  that  the  ordinary-  de|H>sit  of 

Smtnre  of  tubercle  — This  paper  be-  a  pneumonia,    when  occurring  in    a 

iDg  professedly  practical,  my  obscrva-  strumous  habit,  instead  of  being  ab- 

tions  tm  the  pathology  of   incipient  sorbed  or  becoming  purulent,  is  era- 

eonsamntion  must  necessarily  be  very  dually  metamor|)hose(l  into  the  yellow 

brief.    Without  entering  upon  the  mu  I-  tuberculous  matter;  and  farther,  that 

tiform  theories    that    have  been   ad-  t  he  change  from  the  fibrinous  to  the 

▼HHced,  I  may  state  that    I   believe  tuberculous  secretion  can  be  distinctly 

phthisis  to  be  caused  by  the  deposition  demonstrated. 

of  an  anorganizable  matter  from  the        This  tuberculous  infiltration,  in  which 
blood,  presenting  the  form  of  miliary  are  not  un frequently  detected  isolated 
granulations,    yellow  caseous   opaque  portions  of  caseous  matter,  sometimes 
matter,  or,  thirdly,  as  tuberculous  infil-  obtains  in  a  more  fluid  form;  this  con- 
tration ;  which  fatter  deposit,  save  in  stitutcs    the    infiltration    tuberculenxe 
the  cases  of  acute  phthisis,  less  fre-  gMatiniforme  of  Laennec,  and  not  a 
qnently  obtains  in  tne  early  stages  of  deposit  sui  generis,  as  has  been  sup- 
tne  disease.     This  secretion  forminjj  pose<l  by  some  authors. 
tubercle  is  closely  connected  with  the        It  is  now,  1  believe,  an  undisputed 
strumous  diathesis,   either  hereditary  fact,  and  one  which  we  shall  hereafter 
or  acquired,  and,  according  tr»  M.  An-  find  to  be  of  great  practical  importance 
dnl,  appears  especially  influenced  by  in  the  diagnosis,  that  when  tubercu- 
irritation,  inflammation,  or  congestion  Ions  deposit  in  the  lungs  takes  place 
of  the  blood-vessels  of  the    part    in  gradually,  in  almost  all  cases,  the  supe- 
vhich  it  is  earliest  deposited.  rior  lobes  will  be  found  first  aflected; 
The  ordinary  and  primary  scat  of  and  of  these  the  upper  and  posterior 
tubercle,  as  shewn  by  Dr.  Carswell,  is  parts  are    most    prone.      Upon  what 
principally  on  the  free  surface  of  mu-  circumstance  this  increased  liability  to 
coos    membranes;    and   at  the  com-  tuberculous  dei>osit  in  the  upper  lobes 
mencement  of  the  disease  the  lesser  denends,  I  confess  that  I  cannot  decide ; 
bronchi,  the  air-cells,  and  the  intersti-  neither  has  it,  I  believe,  hitherto  been 
tial  cellular  tissue,  appear  peculiarly  satisfactorily  explained.     I   do,  how- 
obnoxious  to  its  presence.     Of  the  on-  ever,  conceive,  tiiat  the  rash  exposure 
gin  of  the  miliary  tubercle,  or  granula-  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  chest  in  both 
tions  of  Bayle,  many  dilferent  opinions  sexes,  must,  by  exerting  a  local  influ- 
are  entertained.    That  of  Laennec,  who  ence  on  the  circulation  in  the  corre- 
▼iewed  them  as  similar  in  nature  to  the  sponding  nart  of  the  lungs,  materially 
yellow  crude  tubercle,  but  existing  in  increase  the  power  of  the  already  ex- 
an  incipient  or  nascent  state,  may  per-  istinjj  cause,  whatever  that  may  be. 
haps  be  considered  on  the  whole  ;is  the  Anotiier  curious  and  valuable  fact,  al- 
most satisfactory.    M.  Rokitansky  ap-  though  of   less  practical   importance 
pears  to  maintain  a  somewhat  similar  than  the  precctling,  is  this,  viz.  that  in 

J 'nion,  and  l)elieves  the  peculiar  form  the  earliest  period  of  tuberculous  de- 
deposit  \o  depend  inyon  the  degree  posit  the  left  \ux\^  as  w\cwc^  oViwcs^Vosis. 
of  the  tuberculous  dintnefiiH  which  ex-  to  the  disease  IV\*a\\  vVvc  rv^^..     K>^>^^ 
htif  at  the  time.     The  tuhercwhxx  gni-    silTecliou,  V\owt\cx,\wcx^ivi^^^\V^*^\ift. 
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found  to  advance  with  nearly  equal  stethoacopie  examination  majr  be  easily 

rapidity  on  both  sides.  removed  by  adopting  in  our  invesliga* 

/>M^n9ftf.— In  investigating  the  ear*  tion  a  more   re^lar  and  metbodicBl 

liest  signs  by  which  tuberculous  nbthi-  method;  and,  with  tlus  view,  I  may 

sis  may  be  detected,  1  maj  remarK  that  prefsu^  mv  observations  on  physical 

it  is  my  intention  to  limit  my  inquiry  diagnosis  by  a  few  remarks  on  the 

to  the  physical  phenomena  of  the  aflfec-  practical  application  of  the  instrument* 

tion.     The  general  symptoms  are  so  In  performing  auscultation  several 

ably  and  fully  4*8oribed  l>y  Sir  James  rules  are  to  be  attended  to,  affecting 

Cliu-k,  in  his  valuaUe  treatise  on  Con-  both    the   observer  and   th«  patient* 

sumption,  that  to  his  work,  especially  In  a  first e3(;:imination,  especially  is  the 

his  remarks  on  tuberculous  cachexy,  female  sex,  a  nervous  alarm  is  very 

and  to  Dr.  Todd^s  learned  essay  on  commonly  excited,  rendering  the  re- 

strumous  dyspepsia,  in  the  Cyclopedia  spiratory  movements  irregular,  abrupt, 

of  Practical  Medicine,  I  beg  unhesi-  and  wholly  inefficient  for  the  purpose 

tatingly  to  refer,  as  embracing  all  that  of  a  correct  diagnosis.    This  state  we 

can  l^  said  on  the  general  symptoms  of  must  endeavour  quietly  to  overcome ; 

the  disease.    Notwithstanmng  the  de-  we  must  guide,  but  not  alarm  our  pa- 

termined  opposition  and  ridicule  which  tient^  using  as  little  parade  as  possible, 

the  stethoscope  lone  encountered  in  its  ^  Avoid'*  says  M.  Foumet,   '*  a  stem 

earlier  career,  its  vsuue  as  a  diagnostic  air,  an  abrupt  address,  and  solemnity ; 

agent  is  now,  I  believe,  too  fully  ad-  these  throw  the  patient  into  a  stale  of 

mitted  to  require  any  comment.  nervousucss.    There  is  a  calm,  simple, 

I  must,  however,  strenuously  urge  benevolent  mode  of  accosting  a  patient, 
the  necessity  and  incalculable  impor-  a  certain  gentleness  and  earnestness  of 
tanee  of  investigating  the  earliest  and  manner,,  that  at  once  wins  his  confi- 
most  incipient  threatenings  of  the  dis-  dence,  and  renders  him  composed,  so 
ease  ;  for,  as  Sir  James  Clark  ^raphi*  that  he  answers  correctly,  does  what  he 
cally  observes,  '*  I  do  not  hesitate  to  is  desired  well ;  and  then  his  featmre?, 
express  ny  conviction,  that  by  adopting  influenced  onlv  by  the  morbid  state,  ex- 
a  rigid  examfnalion  on  being  first  con-  press  accurately  all  he  feels/' 
suited,  the  greater  number  of  cases  of  We  must  enaeavour  to  give  our  entire 
tuberculous  phthisis  would  be  disco-  attention  to  one  sound  at  a  time,  avoid- 
eovered  at  a  much   earlier  period  of  ing  with  equal  care  any  liability  to 
their  course,— often,  I  am  persuaded,  distraction  by  surrounding  noises.  This 
many  months,  nay,  occasionally  years,  faculty  of  concentration  can,  as  I  have 
before  they  now  are,  from  the  careless  personally  proved,  be  greatly  strength- 
manner  in  which  this  class  of  patients  ened  by  habit,  and  then,  like  many 
18  too  commonly  examined.    In   the  other  qualifications,  it  becomes  more 
present  superficial  mode  of  inquiry,  it  and  more  amenable  to  the  will. 
IS  too  often  far  advanced,  when  the  In  examining  the  lungs  in  incipient 
patient  is  said  to  be  merely  threatened  phthisis  the  sitting  posture   is  to  be 
with  it,  and  tracheal  or  bronchial  irri-  preferred  ;  the  chest  should  be  mode- 
tationare  the  terms  emploved  to  ac-  rately  rounded,  and  if  possible  unco, 
count   for  symptoms  which  a  closer  vered;  this,  in  the  infraclavicular  re- 
investigation would  trace  to  a  deeper  gions,  can  generally  l>e  effected  without 
source.    We  must  not  be  satisfied  with  outraging  Ine  feelings  of  the  most  deli* 
a  few  rough  and  slovenlv  thumps  on  cate.    The  arms  should  be  allowed  to 
the  upper  part  of  the  chest,  or  even  hang    unconstrainedly    at   the   sides, 
whh  tne  use  of  the  ear  or  stethoscope  After  glancing  at  the  general  contour 
forafew  moments,  applied  as  if  we  were  of  the   thorax,  and  ascertaining  the 
afhud,  rather  than  desirous  of  ascer-  facility  with  which  the  ribs  rise  and 
taining  the  real  condition  of  the  lunes.  fall,  we  should  direct  the  patient  to 
Such  superfteial  examination,  if  it  oe-  breathe  naturally,  so  as  in   the  first 
serves  the  name,  is  worse  than  useless :  place  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
with  the  semblance  of  doing  something,  normal  state  of  the  respiration, 
it  really  effects  nothing,  unless  it  be  to  The  examination  should  be  always 
deceive  the  patient  and    his  friends,  conducted  slowly,  not  trusting  too  much 
and  brin^  this  method  of  diagnosis  into  to  medical  tact ;  at  the  same  time  it  is 
unmeritea  disrepute,**  incumbent  on  wu  lo  W  eifLVt^tfteVj  «icr.- 
Much  of  the  apjtarent  difficulty  in  ful  not   to    aWovJ   a.i\N  Y\^«iXiwvN^^ 
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Jadsineiit  which  we  may  have  formed  to  nation.  The  causes  on  which  the  above 
uwna&ee  in  hi  the  inrestigation  of  the  phenomena  depend,  are,  I  imagine,  to 
tete  of  the  half.  The  stetho-  be  attributed  to  whatever  obstructs  the 
should  he  applied  firmly,  but  admission  of  air  into  the  minute  bron- 
Ly«  and  in  dote  proximity  to  the  chial  tub^.  This  may  arise  from 
efieat;  all nnneoeitanr rustling  of  the  thickening  of  the  tubes  themselves; 
dolhes  niiat  be  •ednlously  avoided,  compression  by  tubeiculous  deposit; 
The  patient  should  then  be  directed  partial  atrophy  of  the  pulmonary  tissue 
slowly  to  cake  aome  deep  inspirations,  m>m  inactivity,  often  increased  by  ad- 
then  a  rinjfU  cough,  and  repeated:  hesions;  to  which  should  be  added, 
tfaH  latter  act  will  freouently  enable  wasting  of  the  thoracic  muscles, 
m  to  dlaeover  the  did  of  incifnent  With  the  above  phenomena  may  be 
piilhiMt,  when  other  means  have  failed,  included  the  occasional  occurrence  of 
both  aides  of  the  chest  must  be  exa-  diminished  vocal  vibration,  as  per- 
rained  in  a  precisdy  similar  manner  :  ceived  on  applying  the  expanded  hands, 
this  ought  never  to  be  omitted,  how-  upon  the  upper  parts  of  the  chest. 
ever  dnrljr  and  indisputably  the  dis-  Tnis  becomes  more  apparent  in  those 
case  may  be  indicated.  In  ausculta-  cases  in  which  the  tuberculous  matter  is 
ting  a  caest  where  we  have  reason  to  deposited  with  the  greatest  rapidity, 
ftnr  deposit,  the  infra-clavicular,  the  and  confined  en  masse  to  the  a\iex  of 
neromiai,  the  supra-scapular,  and  the     the  lung. 

azilluy  rc^ons,  will  obtain  our  espe-        Auscultation.  —  I  have  selected  the 

cini  attention.     Still,  however,  in  a    examination  ofthe  signs  deducible  from 

doobtftil    case,    we  must  never    rest    auscultation,  prior  to  those  from  per- 

satisfied  until  the  condition  of  the  en-    cussion,  inasmuch  as  I  feel  persuaded, 

tire  ehest  has  been  patiently  and  care-    that,  to  a  practised  ear,  the   minute 

InUy  investigated.    The  physical  exa-    changes  which  take  place  in  the  respi- 

mination  of  the  earliest  local  signs  of    ratory  murmur  in  the  earliest  stages  of 

phdiisis  may  be  referred  to  three  heads,     incipient  phthisis  are  more  appreciable, 

/— inspeetiMi,  auscultation,  and  percus-    and  more  decisive  of  the  disease,  when 

don.    To  each  of  these  1  shall  briefly    investigated  by  the  auscultatory  phe- 

diieet  attention.  nomena,  than  when  too  implicit  reli- 

/Mtpteftoa.  —  On  baring  the  chest,    ance  is  placed  on  the  minute  shades  of 

and  pladng  the  patient  in  a  direct    dulness  as  elicited  by  the  most  careful 

light,  at  thesame  time  taking  care  that  he    percussion.      For    practical  purposes 

use  no  nmscnlar  exertion,  we  are  not    the  physical    changes    affecting   the 

nnftvqnently  enabled  to  detect  a  marked    normal  respiratory  murmur,  may  be 

diflerenoe  in  the  form  and  rotundity  of    advantageously  divided  into  those  per- 

the  npper  part  of  the  chest.    This  in    taining  to  the  sounds  of  inspiration, 

aome  cases  is  very  slight,  or  even  un-    and  those  proper  to  expiration. 

observable,  while  in  otners  it  amounts        I  may  in  this  place  again  rei)eat  the 

■to  iadispatable  softening  or  flattening    importance  of  examining  and  concen- 

of  the  infn-clavicular  region.    To  this    trating  the  attention  on  each  sound 

is  sometimes  added  an  insufficient  ele-    separately ;  at  the  same  time  carefully 

vation  of  the  three  or  four  superior    comparins;  the  results  with  the   phe- 

ribs  on  one  side  of  the  chest.    The  dif-    nomena  observable  on  the  correspond- 

feienee,  if  not  very  appreciable,  may    ing  side,  and  in  other  parts  of  the 

oeeasiondly  be  rcndereu  more   so  by    chest. 

the  application  of  the  expanded  handis  The  murmur  audible  during  the  act 
simnltaneously  beneath  both  clavicles,  of  inspiration  may  be  simply  decreased 
when  we  often  perceive,  on  directing  in  duration  and  intensity;  for  instance, 
a  foil  inspiration,  that  the  ribs  on  one  if  fixed  at  10,  the  nominal  healthy 
side  rise  with  elasticity,  as  in  health,  standard  of  M.  Foumet,  it  may  fall  to 
while  on  the  opposite  side  they  remain  4,  or  even  to  2 ;  and  in  cases  of  rapid 
^eomparativdy  motionless.  deposit  may  become  inaudible.  Thesame 

Tnese  ngna,  of  minor  import  when  murmur  frequently  undergoes  great  al- 
isdated,  yet  when  combined  with  the  teration  in  character,  conveying  to  the 
evidences  obtained  by  auscultation  and  ear  the  impression  of  hoarseness,  rouf^h- 
percnsrion,  tend  to  throw  considerable  ness,  or  aryness;  the  "rude  inspira- 
^gti  aa  a  doubtful  case,  and  as  such  lion,**  of  %Qme  MiVYioiti^.  Tna  \^^rs&l^ 
MbifaJd  never  be  omitted  in  the  exami-     principaW^  u^xi  comYWMftssix  ^V  '^^ 
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minute  bronchial  tubes  by  tuberculous  Under  this  head  are  included  the 
deposit,  thereby  causing  an  undue  rarious  rhonchi  audible  in  the  different 
vibration  in  the  passa^  of  the  air  to  stages  of  the  malady :  for  our  present 
the  terminal  cells  ;  it  arises  partly,  also,  purpose  it  will  suffice  to  notice  those 
from  a  thickened  state  of  the  tubes  only  which  obtain  at  the  yery  oom- 
themselves.  mencement  of  the  aifection. 

The  occasional  abrupt  or  jerking  These  sounds  may  be  divided  into 
rhythm  of  the  respiratory  murmurs  the  dry  and  moist :  the  former  being 
depends  in  part  upon  the  same  cause,  almost  exclusiyely  confined  to  the  in* 
and  partly,  also,  according  to  Barth  cipient  stage  idone  of  pulmonary 
and  Roger,  upon  the  impediment  to  the    phthisis. 

free  expansion  of  the  lung,  in  conse-  Of  the  dry  sounds  are  the  sensations 
quence  of  inter-current  pleuritic  adhe-  of  crackling,  crumpling,  &c.  communi- 
sions.  This  want  of  continuity  in  the  cated  to  the  ear  dunnff  inspiration ; 
act  of  respiration  I  have  hitherto  only  these,  when  yery  marked,  not  un- 
met with  below  the  clavicles.  Dr.  frecjuently  appear  to  blend  the  sounds 
Walslie,  in  his  valuable  little  work  of  mspiration  and  those  of  expiration 
on  Physical  Diagnosis,  just  published,  in  one  continuous  soft  rustle.  I  have 
states  that  he  has  detected  this  pheno-  succeeded  in  very  closely  imitating  this 
menon,  at  the  lower  parts  of  lungs,  sound  by  loosely  enclosing  a  small 
whose  summits  and  upper  parts  pre-  piece  of  tissue  paper  in  a  large  silk 
sented  the  signs  of  cavities.  Jerking  pocket-handkerchief;  this,  when  gently 
respiration  is  commonly  confined  to  the  grasped  and  held  near  the  car,  at  the 
miu-mur  of  inspiration ;  I  have,  how-  same  time  using  alternate  compression 
ever,  in  a  few  instances,  found  it  of  and  relaxation,  yields  an  indistinct 
a  double  and  treble  character,  accom-  crumpling  sound,  very  similar  to  the 
panying  the  expiratory  sound ;  the  in-  one  in  question.  The  mechanism  of 
spiratory  murmur,  with  the  exception  the  production  of  this  sound  is  some- 
of  being  harsh  and  dry,  remaining  un-  what  obscure ;  as,  however,  it  has  been 
affected.  Abrupt  respiration,  espe.  heard  only  in  the  first  sta^e  of  tubercles, 
cially  when  accompanied  by  dulnesson  its  import  as  a  diagnostic  auxiliary  b 
percussion,  and  flattening  or  insuffi.  very  valuable.  M.  Foumct  states  that 
cient  expansion  of  the  intra-clavicular  he  was  enabled  to  detect  the  dry 
region,  becomes  a  valuable  sign  of  crumpling  sound  in  the  wards  of  La 
incipient  tubercle.  Chantd,  in  the  proportion  of  about  one 

The  murmur  of  expiration  is  liable    case  to  eight   of    incipient  phthisis, 
to    marked  alteration  in  the   earlier    My  own  experience  hitherto  is  in  favour 
stages  of  phthisis  pulmonalis,  and  when    of  a  smaller  ratio  than  the  above, 
present  is  likewise  a  valuable  indica-        Another  sound,  which  I  have  heard 
tivesign  of  the  existence  of  the  disease,    more  frequently,  and  which  appears  to 
This  murmur,  which,  in  the  healthy    be  a  mere  modification  of  the  crumpling, 
lung,  is  nearly  audible,  (although  not    is  an  occasional  plaintive  whining  note, 
completely  so,  as  stated  by  some),  is    audible  during  inspiration  only,  and 
now  greatly  increased  both  in  duration    principally  at  the  termination  of  that 
and  intensity.    Placing  with  M.  Four-    act.    This  latter  sound  occurs  only  at 
net  the  ideal  standard  of  natural  re-    intervals,  and  in  general   requires  a 
spiration  at  2,  it  may  become  prolonged    forced  inspiration  for  its  development, 
to  20,  which  this  author  fixes  as  the        The  only  other  abnormal  phenomenon 
maximum ;  at  the  same  time,  it  passes    whose  pathological  signification,  when 
through    the    different  gradations  of   confined  to  the  apices   of  the  lungs 
quality  and  intensity,  to  the  extent  in    is  strongly  indicative  of  commencing 
some  instances  of  entirely  masking  the    phthisis,  is  the  pulmonary  cracklinc^, 
preceding  murmur  of  inspiration.  or  moist  sounds  above  alluded  to.    This 


whi< 
liable, 

other    phenomena,  which,    especially  sesses  the  character  of  dryness,  differing 

when  coexisting  with  those  above  de-  but  little  from  the  cnimpling  sound 

tailed,  prove  of  invaluable  import  in  already  described ;  as  the  disease  ad- 

the  early  dingnoBis  of  this  insidious  vances,  Ihe  dry  ct«utV\\tv^  ^nksV\aA.Vl^ 

dhcajfc.  becomes  mo\Rt,^Tv(\.  \^\\\cw  \tv^vi»j:\^^ 
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of  taberenloiu  softening.   M.  Foumet,  sound,  and  thereby  lead  to  error ;— the 

who  oonslderB  the  dry  crackling  as  dis*  chest,  if  possible,  should  be  uncovered, 

tinet  ftom  the  sound  of  crumpling,  or,  if  covered,  the  same  thickness  of 

•tatet  that  he  recognised  it  in  eight  out  linen  should  be  maintained,  carefully 

of  ten  cases  of  uieipient  tubercular  avoiding  folds.     Mediate  percussion  is 

afifcction.  preferable  to  immediate ;  while  a  light 

Sneh  are  the  various  rhonchi  oc-  smart  tap,  frequently  repeated,  yielch  a 

eaikaally  audible  during  the  earlv  stage  much  more  delicate  and  accurate  result 

of  palmonary  consumption ;  and  great  than  a  heavy  stroke.    1  have  invariably 

M  i&nqaestionably  is  their  diagnostic  found  the  index  finger  of  the  left  hand 

import,  when  present,  still  we  must  the  best  plcximeter,  and  a  clearer  sound 

careftally  avoid   inferring  f\rom    their  obtained  by  striking  its  palmar  than 

■baenee  (other  indications  obtaining)  its  dorsal  aspect ;— the  depression  im- 

the  non-existence  of  the  disease.    The  mediately  below  the  clavicles  yields  a 

only  remaining  physical  signs  revealed  more  accurate  result  than  by  tapping 

by  aQsenltation  arc  an  increased  rcso.  the  bone  itself; — in  doubtful  cases  aU 

nance  of  the  voice  and  cough,  amount-  the  regions  of  the  class  should  undergo 

rag  even  to  modified  bronchophony ;  a  careful  examination,  as  well  by  per- 

together  with  an  unusual  distinctness  cussion  as  by  auscultation ;   the  great 

ofthe  sounds  of  the  heart,  below  the  practical  rule,  however,  to  l)e  followed, 

daviele ;    that   viscus  and    the  ^at  is  to  immedintttly  compare  the  resulting 

fcssels  beinff  at  the  same  time  m  a  sound  with  that  elicited  from  a /9rft>tire/y 

healthy  condition.    These  phenomena  corresponding  situation  on  the  opposite 

depencl  upon  a  condensation  of  the  side,  striking,  with  the  same  firmness, 

upper  part  of  the  lung,  either  by  clus-  2im\  perpendicular  I  if  upon  the  finger. 
ten  of^  tubercles,  by  tubercular  infil-        Tne  minute  shmles  of  difference  in 

tmlion,  by  hepatisation,  or  bv  the  three  sound  mav  sometimes  l>e  rendered  more 

itatea  combined,  the  two  last  being  apparent  b^  tapping  the  chest  during 

baldly  distinguishable.  forced  inspiration  and  forced  expiration, 

PercuMsioH, — As  already  stated,  the  as,  by  these  means,  tuberculous  deposit 

results  afforded  by  this  mode  of  investi-  may,'  in  some  cases,  l>c  discovered,  even 

gation  are  not  so  earl^  applicable  to  the  if  overlapped  by  a  portion  of  healthy 

oiagnoiu   of   the    signs  of   incipient  or  emphysematous  lung. 
^httiisis  as  the  alterations  in  the  cha-        In  conducting  the  physical  examina- 

racterofthe respiratory  murmur;  these  tion  of  incipient  phthisis,  the  stetho- 

latter  fireqnently  presenting,  in    con*  scopist,  however  conversant  with  auscul- 

jonetion  with  general  symptoms,  prior  tatory   phenomena,   must   never   lose 

to  the  existence  ofany  marked  difference  sight  of  the  all-important  principle  of 

in  the  comparative  resonance  of  the  comparison.    For  example,  feebleness 

ehert.      When    percussion,    however,  of  respiration  we  have  seen  to  be  a  si^ 

vieldi  a  dull  sound,  it  may  then,  per-  of   commencing   tuberculous    deposit. 

hapi|  cmterU  paribHS^  be  esteemed  a  True:  but  it  is  a  sign  also  of  pulmonary 

mora  Enable  indication  of  the  disease  emphysema,  bronchitis,  and  pleurisy 

than  any  of  the  foregoing  signs,  demon-  witli  effusion ;  l)esides  which,  it  is  caused 

stratingas  it  does  the  positive  deposition  by  pleurodynia,  stricture  of  the  larynx, 

(tf  tuberculous  matter.  partial  obstruction   of  the  bronchial 

The  amount  of  dulness,  as  elicited  by  tul)es,  or  compression  of  these  tubes  by 

eiieful  percussion,  varies  CTcntly;   in  enlargedglanas,tumor8,&c.;  and,  lastly, 

some  eases  a  merely  increased  resistance  the  entire  lunss  may  sometimes  exhibit 

to  thefinger  is  alone  appreciable,  while,  a  naturally  ipeble    murmur,  without 

in  others,  the  souna  resembles  that  concomitant  disease.    How,  then,  are 

obtained  on  percussing  the  thigh.  we  to  test  the  value  of  this  sign  as  an 

In  eonducting  the  examination,  a  few  indication  of  incipient  phthisis  ?    By 

fleneral  rules  may  be  advantageously  careful  comparison,  not  only  with  the 

Some  in  mind.  corresponding  sounds  of  the  opposite 

The  position  of  the  patient,  as  (luring  side,  but  wim  those  in  the  dmerent 

auscultation,  must  be  unconstrained,  the  regions  of  the  same  side;  by  investi- 

arms  being  placed  exactly  in  the  same  gating  the  other  physical  signs  which 

position;  as  the  bulgingout  of  the  chest ,  may  obtain,  ^Nirticularly  the  cnanges  in 

cr  irregular  contraction  of  the  i)ectoral  inspiraliou 'dwOi  CY.vvro^^Ol\^  V^  \wt^>a!K- 

muscie  might  materially  nioclify  the  sion  •,    anvV  tt\v«  X^'j  t^ito>\^ecsxv^  '^waX. 
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phthisis  almost  invariably  commences  they  have   been  first   thankfully    re- 
in, and  is  at  first  confined  to.  the  apices  cognised  as  public  blessings,  and  then 
of  the  lungs ;  and  of  th«e,  in  geneiwl,  ^    ^^  ,  j.    p^pcrty.    The 
the  one  18  affected  in  a  greater  degree,  ,            v      ,.    .       .   ,   V^ .    . 
oradvancesmorerapidly,thantheother.  danger  of  spoliation,  indeed,  is  in  pio- 

The  same  principle  of  comparison  portion  to  the  degree  of  previous  vene- 
holds  good  in  the  differential  signifi-  ration;  and  the  latter  may  with  con- 
cation  of  many  of  the  other  signs  of  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^1,^  th^  ^^^ 
incipient  phthisis,  and,  as  such,  claims  .      .....  i..      n    -  ^       i-t. 

throughout  the  examination  the  fullest  ^  ^^  ^^  »^««^^     Societies,  like    m- 

importance,  as  being  the  only  mode  of  dividuals,  when  they  heap  up  riches, 

avoiding  error,  and  also  of  arriving  at  cannot  tell  who  shall  gather  them« 
a  correct  diagnosis.  Two  classes  of  persons  concur,  from 

^^  continued.] ^  ^^  different  moUves,  in  hastening  this 

^  ~     ~"~  process.  The  one  consists  of  men  whose 

MICDICAIj   GAZE'IM'E.  active benevolenceandquickintelligence 

Friday,  May  26, 1843.  point  out  to  them  the  vast  good  of  which 

such  [K>werful  institutions  seem  capable, 

'•Ucet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  di|rniutem  if  placed  under  the  most  efficient  pO(»- 

4r«fi/erfto*tueri;pou»tMniodovemendi  in  gible  management,    A  warm  tempera- 

publicum  Bit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuao."  ^  .  *^ 

CicBfto.  ment,  a  conscientious  industry,  and  a 

benevolence  which  has  become  expan- 

GRATUITOUS  PRACTICE.  ^^^  ^nd  habitual,  leads  such  men  to 

Pebhaps  in  no  country  in  the  world  is  conceive  gigantic  plans  of  improvement, 

medical  assistance  given  to  so  large  an  &nd  fearlessly  to  undertake  them*   The 

extent  without  fee  or  reward  as  in  Eng-  indifference  of  placemen  offends  the 

land ;  and  this  is  not  the  act  of  go-  best  feelings  of  their  nature,  and  they 

vemment,  or  a  matter  of  state  policy,  labour  assiduously  to  remove,  as  the 

but  due  to  the  spontaneous  exertions  of  peculiar  defects  of  their  favourite  instir 

individuals.  The  instinctive  attempt  to  tution,  those  evils  which  are  common 

supply   the  dcficiences   of  individual  to  the  species.    But  the  lever  once  ap- 

powcrs  by  combination  has  of  course  plied,  however  tenderly  and  judiciously, 

led  us  in  this,  as  in  most  other  things,  to  any  part  of  a  social  edifice,  is  liable 

to  form  societies  for  effecting  the  pur-  to  he  handled  by  the  unskilful  and  the 

poses  of  charity  in  a  systematic,  efficient,  violent;    and  the  force  intended  for 

and  economical  manner;  but  these  as.  raising  and  rectifying  a  part,  is  apt  to 

sociations  are  voluntary,  not  compulsory;  he  increased  to  the  rending,  if  not  the 

private,  not  public.    Their  magnitude  overthrow,  of  the  whole, 
and   the    wealth    which    they    have        The  other  class  who  conduce  no  less 

gradually  accumulated,  has  often  given  to  the  result   above   mentioned,   are 

to  them  a  public  character,  and  their  those  who  are  opposed  to  all  change, 

utility  has  often  given  them  acknow-  who,  seeing  a  great  deal  of  good  effected, 

ledged  claims  to  public  assistance ;  but  are  unwilling  to  admit  the  propriety  of 

more  often  a  for  different  effect  has  en.  attempting  to  do  more.    To  them  all 

sued,  and  the  state  which  had  no  share  novelty  is  dangerous,  all  projecU  are 

in  their  foundation,  has  been  urged  to  chimerical.    An  unmeaning  resistance 

regulate   their   government,  and    ad-  to  all  remonstrance  however  temperate, 

minister,     if  not    appropriate,   their  and  all  change  however  judicious,  is 

finances.    Their  wealth  having  become  apt  to  tempt  disinterested  reformers  to 

grcBt,  and  their  utility  extensive,  the  alliances  with  those  of  the  baser  sort ; 

distribution  of  their  henefiU  profuse,  idmiUir   fdlics   aiu    Te^>ivc^  \\x  «kiVI- 
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dcfenee,  good  nuftives  an  gtmdually  to  do  the    work  of  charily  actively 

■cfged  IB  the  desire  for  victory,  and  and  voluntarily  in  their  own  neigh- 

genenl  oonlbnoo  reaalts.  hourhood )  not  only  to  pay  a  poor-rate 

We  pat  oat  of  the  question  those  low  on  compulsion,  but  to  assess  themselves 

motivnwhich  by  the  vulgar  will  always  for  the  good  of  their  neighbours;  not 

be  ■rninlj  attributed  to  the  two  parties,  only  to  provide  the  workhouse  and  the 

bcUering  most  firmly  that  a  malicious  Union   doctor    for    the  sick    pauper^ 

JaaiiL  to  oveithrow  what  is  good,  and  a  lest  he  "  prove  his  right  of  settlement 

■dlUh  intention  topreserve  what  is  bad,  by  fulling  sick  of  infectious  fever," 

do  not  aetnate  the  principals  on  either  but  to  maintain  hospitals  fur  the  sick 

aids.    The  perversion  of  noble  motives  poor.    Happily  this  duty  is  very  gene- 

and  generous  aims  have  prompted  most  rally  recognised,  though   the  fiercest 

of  the  aeton  in  political  dramas,  whe-  disputes  are  waged  as  to  the  manner  of 

ther  tiBgedicfl  or  farces.    Satan,  him-  doing  it.    It  is  the  duty  of  the  state  to 

■elf  a  fallen  angel,  tempts  frequently  provide  for  the  pauper,  and  of  indi- 

Ihww^h  the  noblest  qualities.  viduals  to  strive  that  there  be  no  pau- 

But  the  ethical  view  of  the  subject  pers.  This  seems  a  somewhat  large 
BMOt  in  oor  pages  give  way  to  the  exaction,  and  it  is ;  yet  only  those  who 
pmctiea].  The  solemn  introduction  to  strive  to  comply  with  it  are  fulfilling 
the  busineat  of  Boards  and  Committees,  their  social  duties.  Like  all  efforts, 
whieh  the  piety  of  the  founders  litis  ap-  however,  made  from  worthy  and  un- 
pointed in  moat  of  our  hospitals,  is  selfish  motives,  it  has  a  rich  reward — a 
faobitnally  neglected  by  many,  and  apt  reward  reaped,  it  may  be,  by  those  who 
to  be  ibigotten  by  all ;  but  for  truth  of  never  recognise  the  connection  as 
deecription  and  force  of  satire,  Crabbers  cause  and  effect  between  it  and  the 
elever  description  of  the  board-room  duty,  but  which  may  be  seen  in  some 
and   its  kmtiiuS$  is  worth  occasional  degree  by  those  who  look  for  it  with 


the  eye  of  wisdom. 

It  is  aadeniably  the  duty  of  a  govern-  The  metroiiolitan  hospitals,  and  most 

lo  provide  for  the  medical  relief  others  which  have  been  founded  and 

of  the  iBdigent,  as  well  as  for  their  sus-  supported  by  private  benevolence,  are 

and   shelter  ;    and   we    may  served  by  a  medical  blufT  whose  services 

admit  that  it  is  the  duty  of  are  gratuitous,  and  the  appointments 

geveniraent  to  purchase  that  relief  on  are  sought  by  men  of  the  highest  pro* 

the  cheapest  terms  that  are  consistent  mise,  and  frequently  retained  after  the 

with  goodness  of  quality.    There  is  no  most  brilliant  success.    The  appoint- 

BMHe  reason  for  paying  too  high  a  price  nient  to  a  hospital  implies  the  putting 

Ibr  thia,  than  for  food,  clothing,  or  lodg-  forward  a  claim  to  a  high   place  in 

lag.    There  can  be  no  **  fancy  fees*'  in  public  estimation,  and  a  willingnciiK  to 

laeh  cases.  wait  and  to  work  until  that  claim  shall 

The  duty,  on  the  other  hand,  of  be  recognised.    The  duty  is  done  in 

indiTiduals  is,  we  conceive,  not  only  to  complete  publicity,  under  the  eye  of 

contribute  that  compulsory  tax  which  governors,    pupils,    and   fellow-prac- 

18  exacted  under  pains  and  penalties,  to  titioners,   and   is    submitted    to    the 

pnmde  for  the  indigent   a   resource  severest  scrutiny  of  which  it  is  capable. 

gainst  absolute  starvation — tlu.t  mere  This  publicity,  which,  to  a  Frenchman, 

antiseptic  which  is  essential  to  prevent  would  be  an  attraction,  is  to  nearly  all 

the  whole  body  poViiic  l>eing  ])oisoned  Englishmen  a  mortification  of  the  flesh. 

tyiit  awn  parlial  corrupLionSf  but  also  How  (eN«  ol  out  ctt>xxv\x^\!wyci  ^c»».  \B5ifc& 
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a  decent  speech  in  public,  how  few  even  their  popularity  of  their  being  appre* 

a  decent  bow ;  and  when  we  find  a  man  ciated.    The  evils  which  ever  attend  a 

who  can  do  either  particularly  well,  we  state  of  highly  wrought  refinement  are 

arc  apt  to  suspect  that  he  enjoys  the  by  these  men  viewed  en  nuiut ;  and 

distinction  at  the  expense  of  some  more  their  palliatives  (for,  alas  \  there  are 

sterling  qualities,  or  more  solid  acquire-  but  few  cures  which  the  victims  will 

ments.    This  is  not  mere  envy;  it  is  accept),  are  studied  attentively,  and 

national    instinct,   often   wrong,    no  applied  with  all  the  benefits  of  extensive 

doubt,  but  right  in  the  main.  experience.    The  rich  are  taught  that 

In  calling  appointments  to  public  their  luxuries  are  the  medicines  of  the 
hospitals  gratuitous,  we  have  not  for-  poor,  and  that  wisely  it  has  been  said, 
gotten  the  fees  from  pupils ;  but  these  ''  It  is  not  for  kings  to  drink 
are  obtained  under  a  still  severer  test :  wine,  nor  for  princes  strong  drink." 
the  dislike  of  his  colleagues,  who  ''  Give  strong  drink  to  him  that  is 
suffer  from  his  unpopularity,  must  be  a  ready  to  perish,  and  wine  unto  those  that 
severe  visitation  for  an  incapable  man.  be  of  heavy  hearts."  That  physician 
It  may  be  remarked,  that  all  these  ill  performs  his  mission  who  neglects  to 
guarantees  for  efficiency,  whatever  they  be  the  exponent  to  the  rich  of  the 
may  be  worth,  are  most  secured  by  the  wants  of  the  poor ;  his  habitual  con- 
elections  being  much  influenced  by  the  templation  of  men  of  all  ranks  in  a 
medical  governors  of  an  hospital.  No  state  of  helplessness  and  selfishness 
doubt  the  medical  interest,  like  any  should  not  increase  his  power  without 
other,  may  take  a  selfish  turn,  and  enlarging  his  charity,  and  deepening 
require  wholesome  correction  from  his  responsibility, 
without;  but,  on  the  whole,  the  high  Much  has  been  said  of  the  dispro- 
character  of  medical  men  as  a  body  will  portion  between  the  opportunities  which 
be  best  supported  by  the  suffrages  of  hospital  appointments  afford  for  infor- 
thcir  professional  brethren;  this  will  mation,  and  the  results  which  have 
put  them  above  degrading  appeals  to  been  thence  secured  to  science.  Much 
the  public,  where  the  public  can  only  of  this  is  no  doubt  true,  and  is  in 
be  right  by  accident.  course  of  improvement ;  but  surely  no 

Now  it  must  be  evident  that  a  very  reflecting  or  even  observing  man  can 

differentclassofpractitioners  is  raised  up  consider  what  has  already  been  ob- 

and  supported  by  hospitals,  where  adult  tained  from  hospital  physicians  and 

education  is  actively  going  on,  from  that  surgeons  as  small  compared  with  that 

fostered  by  union  workhouses.    This  is  from  other  sources.     The  system  of 

wholly  irrespective  of  personal  respect-  registration,  indeed,  now  so  obviously 

ability,  and  of  relative  eflUciency,  which  expedient,  has  been  neglected  by  all 

may    be    possessed    by    individuals  parties;  but  it  may  fairly  be  asked, 

amongst  each ;  the  offices  in  our  pro-  whether  the  naval  and  military  ser- 

fession  which  are  meanest  to  the  com-  vices,  with  their  advantages  of  centra- 

mon  eye  are  ennobled  by  rectitude  of  lization  and  discipline,  have  produced 

purpose  and  of  character.    From  hos-  more  men  of  eminence,  or  more  works 

pitals  gratuitously  attended  the  easy  of  utility,  than  the  civil  hospital  ap- 

and  affluent  classes  are  supplied  with  pointments. 

men  who  bring  to  ample  opportunities        With  the  most  sincere  desire  to  see 

of  observation  a  long  continued  course  the  general  practitioner  well  educated, 

vfstady^    Their  ambition  is  a  proof  of  well  esteemed,  and  well  paid,  we  are 

eamestneas!  their  success  of  capacity ;  convinced  lY\at  iVvc  \va>A\.  qI  ^^jjctvyiv^e. 
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Old  fione,  during  a  long  period  for  the  house  cisteni  and   the  hotel, 

ofgntnitous  pmeticey  produces  some  though   the  one  exposes  him  to  the 

Hhutsges  which  would  be  forfeited  gentle  extortions  of  a  polite  waiter, 

«a  B  different  system.     It  is  always  and  the  other  to    arrest  for  arrears 

ptinlol  to  see  the  payment  for  medical  of  water  rates.    While  tlicre  are  poor 

•ttnwlinfe  made  the  subject  of  bar-  in  the  land^  however,  the  philanthro- 

IBBsadeontract, still mofeof litigation;  pist  and  man  of  science  need  not  lack 

Uk  htter  shocks  us  less  on  account  of  welcome   opportunities   of  practising 

the  lea  to  which  our  brother  has  been  gratuitously ;  nor,  it  may  be  remarked, 

opOMd,  than  from  regret   that  his  need  the  legislator  be  alarmed  lest  able 

'ifd^  should  have  been  compromised  men  be  not  found  willing  to  undertake 

if  the  occurrence.    There  must  have  the  drudgery  of  attending  the  poor. 

hen  a  grievous  interruption  of  the . — 

hoBonrablc  relation  which   ought  to  COMPOUND  DISLOCATION  OF  THE 
nfanst  between  a  patient  and  his  me-        first  upon  tue  SECOND  PilA- 
&id   adviser,   before    matters   could  la^X  of  the  THUMB— 

htm  reaehedsofar ;  and  perhaps  litiga-        „,«„«^,^„  ,^»«»-,». «    .«».»«.»^ 

^  *  »■  o  aEDUCTION  IMPOSSIBLE — RESECTION 

tm  IB  never  advisable  except  in  the  o,  the  head  of  the  first 

of  firaudulent  executors.     It  is  phalanx — cure. 


nmch,  certainly,  to  have  established  By  G.  W.  Norris,  M.D. 

by  legal  process  the  right  of  reraune-  Surgeon  to  the  Penniylvania  Hospital. 

latkm  for  medical  attendance,  without  j^,,^^  Larkin.  a  sl^ drayman,  etat.  28, 

proving  the   delivery  of  medicines  to  while  engaged  in  unhitching  his  horse,  liad 

the    required    amount;     it    will    for-  the  end  of  hU  left  thumb  acddently  en- 

m    Jr        1.  1*^          r                  X      1  tangled  in  a  link  of  the  drawing  chain,  wlien 

wud  Uie    abobhon  of  payracnte   by  t^e  torn  .tarting  suddenly,   dragged  him 

medicine,  ao  much  to  be  desired ;  but  lome  distance,  and  prodaccd  the  accident 

we  ahonld  beware  how  we  bring  into  j'>»t  mentioned.     He  was  brought  to  the 

the  maiket  the  higher  and  moresubUe  to»pitaH«te  in  the  CTening  of  February  17th, 

HHi  uiwmii*  »aa«,  umg^a^.    »  ^  couplc  of  hours  aftcr  ita  occurrence,  when 

implements  of  our  art,  such  as  know-  strong  and  weU-directed  efforts  were  unsuc- 

ledge,  skill,  and  moral  character.    The  ccaafully  made  to  reduce  it,  the  clove  hitch 

-nngof  the  baggage  is  somettnxes  ^r '^T^U.^.^l^d'^r'^r;:  ^^l! 

considered  as  glorious  as   a  victory  ;  lowing  morning  I  found  the  head  of  the  first 

bnt  this  can  only  be  when  an  engage-  phalanx    protruding  considerably    inwards 

nent  has  been  unavoidable.     When  througha  wound  which  embraced  more  than 

_      -              .        ,       I    i.     !_•    *        i_.  one-half  of  the  Circumference  of  the  finger; 

the  doctor  gives  battle  for  his  fees,  his  another  effort  at  reduction  was  now  at- 

victoiy  seldom  secures  a  triumph.  tempted  by  bending  the  luxated  phalanx  and 

•    No   doubt  gratuitous  practice   will  endeavouring  to  push   its  projecUng  head 

,           .....          ,                  m^  over  that  of  the  adjommg  bone,  but  fainng 

leeede  as  civihiation  advances.    There  -^  thU,  I  determined  to  remove  the  protru- 

■re  evils  and  there  arc  virtues  appcr-  ding  extremity  of  the  bone,  which  was  at 

tuning  to  barbarism ;  mendicancy  aud  o«»fe  done  with  the  metacarpal  saw.  to  the 

r^      \  ®-.               _    ,  .    ,  .    ,       m/  extent  of  three  or  four  Imes,  after  which  the 

lUMpitahty  are  of  this  kind.      The  ca-  ^^^s  were  easily  replaced.     The  edges  of 

favanserai  and   the  fountain    on   the  the  wound  were  then  drawn  together  with 

way  side  bring  rest  and  refreshment  etrips  of  narrow  adhesive  plaster,  and  the  part 

^    *:,     ^        ,,             -       II   i.    .u  1 1  covered  with  dry  lint,  the  hand  and  fore-arm 

to  the  traveller,  and  call  forth  bless-  y,^^  g^^^ed  upon  a  splint.     After  the 

ings  on  the  pious  founder ;  but  how-  third  day,  the  drosings  were  daily  made,  the 

(Bver  picturesque  and  welcome  in  the  P*^  being  only  covered  with  simple  oint- 

•    -^        T3    A     au                   1  ji  ment.   No  unpleasant  symptoms  followed. 

primitive  East,   they   are   gladly  ex-  y^^y^  23d!-Wound  entirely  closed ;  on 

changed  by  the  returning  Engliithman  the  26th  he  was  dischanis^,  and  on  the  l3tU 
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of  April  he  dlled  at  the  hospital,  at  which  North  London  Hospital,  which  was  followed 

time  he  had  good  use  of  the  thamh  with  by  scYere  inflammation,  terminatiiig  in  death, 

tome  motion  at  the  point  of  injury.  a  week  after  the  accident. — American  Jour- 

:  Tlie  difficulty  of  reduction  in  cases  of  sim*  nal. 

pk  luzatiooa  of  the  phalangeal  articulations, 

even  when  the  patient  is  seen  soon  after  the 

accident  has  occurred,  is  well  known ;  and  ON  THE  PREPARATION  OP 

the  same  difficulty  exists  in  reducing  and  MURIATIC  ACID. 

retaining  in  place  compound  li^nries  of  this  _     „ 

olasB.     So  hard  U  the  reduction  to  effect,  ^^  Hbumann. 

that  it  is  asserted   upon   the  authority  of  

Bromfleld,  that  the  extending  force  has  been  Thb  preparation  of  pure  muriatic  add  is  one 
increased  to  such  a  degree  as  to  tear  off  the  of  the  easiest  operations,  provided  that  we 
second  joint  in  efforts  to  reduce  the  first,  follow  Gregory,*  and  employ  one  atom  by 
In  compound  luxations  of  the  thumb,  when  weight  of  chloride  of  sodiam,  and  two  oif 
found  irreducible  upon  the  application  of  a  golphuric  acid.  The  latter  must  be  diluted 
moderate  d^ree  of  force,  I  beliere  tiie  best  with  water  enough  to  bring  down  the  specific 
practice  to  be  that  which  was  porsned  in  grarity  to  1.6,  for  which  purpose  firom  nine 
Larkin's  case,  via.,  to  saw  off  the  end  of  the  to  twelve  ounces  of  water  will  be  required  to 
projecting  bone.  If  the  wound  be  large,  2§lbs.  of  fuming  Nordhausen  add.  This 
and  this  be  not  done,  observation  shows  that,  proportion  was  recommended  by  Dr.  Witt- 
even  when  the  part  can  be  reduced,  the  dis-  gteinf  as  the  best  for  effpcting  the  entire  de- 
located  end  will  in  the  majority  of  cases  be-  compoution  of  the  chloride  of  sodium, 
come  displaced,  as  the  inflammation  neces-  Moreover,  the  salt  must  be  perfectly  f^ 
sarily  following  it  prevents  the  appUcation  from  iron,  and  the  sulphuric  add  from 
of  a  suffideut  degree  of  force  by  bandages  arsenic. 

and  splinU,  to  retain  it  m  its  natural  posi-  a  common  glass  alembic  serves  as  the 

tion.     One  case  of  this  kind  1  have  myself  vessel  for  the  development  of  the  muriatic 

witnessed,  and  another  instance  which  oo-  acid  ^s ;  and  a  glass  tube,  twice  bent  at  right 

curred  in  Guy's  Hospital  has  recently  been  angles,  conducts  it  into  a  receiver  containing 

published,  in  which,  although  the  phalanx  p„re  water,  which  must  constanUy  be  kept 

was  easUy  reduced  immediately  after  the  ac-  as  cold  as  possible.     By  a  proper  manage, 

ddent,  so  much  inflammation  and  constitu-  ment  of  the  fire,  the  development  and  ab- 

tional  disturbance  occurred,  as  to  make  it  sorption   of  the  muriatic  add  gas  go  on 

necessary  to  remove  the  spIinU  and  other  easily  and  uninterruptedly. 

dressings  which  had  been  applied,  and  re-  The  muriatic  add  thus  obtained  varies  in 

sort  to  catapUsms ;  the  patient  bdng  ulti-  specific  grarity  according  to  the  quantity  of 

m^y  cured,  after  entire  loss  of  the  first,  ^^ter  employed.     It  is  perfectly  colouriess, 

and  exfohation  of  the  extremity  of  the  se-  ^nd  is  free  from  sulphuric  acid,  fh>m  sul- 

oond  f^ialanx.     Resection  of  the  phahmgeal  phurous    add,   from    chlorine,    iron,    and 

extremity  u  the  practice  recommended  by  arsenic. 

Sir  A.  Cooper,  in  compound  distocations  of  ^H  ^Iphuric  acid  employed  in  pharmacy 

of  these  parta,  when  difficulty  is  experienced  „„gt  necessarily  be  tested  for  arsenic,  as 

m  tbeur  reduction,  and  has  often  been  done  ^^  is  English  sulphuric  add  now  in  the 

with  good  nocess.     Oooch  states  that  he  market  which  abounds  in  this  pernicious  con- 

sawed  off  the  head  of  the  second  bone  of  the  tamination.      I  lately  examined  an  acid  of 

thnmb,  and  that  anew  jointafterwardsformed.  t^is  kind  from  a  manufactory  on  the  RWne, 

In  two  histanoea,  where  the  head  of  the  which,  when  tested  with  sulphuretted  hydro- 

metacarpal  bone  of  the  thumb  was  dislocated  g^  g^s,  afforded  07  of  a  grain  of  sulphu- 

towards  the  palm,  accompanied  with  wound,  netted  arsenic  in  an  ounce,  equal  to  0.42622 

and  redaction  was  difficult,  the  protruding  of  a  grain  of  arsenic.     If  an  add  of  tWs  kmd 

PWU  were  sooceasfiiUy  sawn  off  by  Mr.  u  employed,  the  whole  quantitv  of  arsenic  is 

Bvana.     Bobe.  Wardrop,  and  Ronx.  have  all  fo^^d  i„  the  muriatic  add,  not  a  trace  of  it 

been  suocwsfhl  in  Kke  eases.    The  bad  effects  bd^g  discoverable  in  the  bisulphate  of  soda 

raralting  from  tiMMe  iiqnries  where  the  hea^  which  remains. 

of  the  bone  is  replaced,  and  which  seem  to  This  is  the  source  of  the  arsenic  so  fte- 

be  at  least  in  part  owing  to  the  force  neoes-  ^^^g^^ij  found  in  the  muriaUc  acid  of  com- 

sanally  made  nse  of ,  and  the  state  of  tenaion  ^erce,  which  renders  it  totally   unfit  for 

•flwrwards  kept  np  m  the  tnrronndhig  soft  pharmaceutical  use.    The  method  of  detect- 

pwU,  by  lU  retnnw  has  been  often  noticed,  i^  .^^^^  ^^  muriatic  add  U  weU  known. 

An  instance  came  »«der  my  care,  hi  which  ^^AnrnaU  qf  Chymitiry. 

high  inflammation  and  tetanus  ensned  upon     -  -    J__-_i__I 

Ae  it^wy  where  this  practice  was  punned ;  *  Sm  Iiebta*s  Annals  of  Pharmacy  and  Chy. 

««/  afr.  &  Cooper  redmxd  .  ouet  th.  »V'*8i«Vp«t.B«4^*v. 
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EMPYEMA  TERMINATING  FAVOUR-  wanU  kq»t  comfortable  by  evacuating  the 

ABLY  BY  SPONTANEOUS  OPENING.  P«nileot  matter  night  and  moming  to  the 

extent  of  a  pmt,  which  was  facilitatea  hj 

^"^^  turning  him  to  the  left  ride,  and  requesting 

Tb«  nbiiect  of  this  case  was  a  man  of  a  a  full  inspiration  and  a  cough  to  be  made, 

■tout,  robust  appearance,  who  presented  the  when  a  soft  pledget  with  a  quantity  of  tow 

usual  symptoms  of  acute  inflammatory  fever,  and  a  bandage  was  applied, 
aeoompanied  with  cough,  dyspnoea,  and  a        The  cough  and  dyspncr a  were  now  greatly 

fixed  pain  near   to   the  Inferior  border  of  relieved  ;  a  generous   diet,    with    porter, 

the  left  Bcnpula,  extending  across  the  poste-  together  with  the  acid  and  quinine,  were 

rior  surfiice  of  the  chest.  prescribed,  under  which  he  gradually  re- 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1838,  while  engaged  gained  so  much  strength  as  allowed  him  to 

ia  rsisfaig  a  heavy  piece  of  timber,  *'  he  felt  go  out  of  the  doors  by  March  1839 ;  and 

■omc^nS  fP^®  ^  crack"   in  the  foregoing  henceforward  he  continued  still  so  weakly  as 

position,  which,  however,  did  not  prevent  only  to  be  able  to  walk  a  very  short  distence, 

him  continuing  his  employment  during  the  while  the  purulent  matter  was  continued  to 

0otire.  day  ;  but  on  the  following  day,  while  be  evacuated  night  and  moming,  in  nearly 

rowing  a  boat,  he  became  chilly  and  squeam-  the  same  quantities  as  at  first,  by  removing 

iah,  and  was  forced  to  bed,  when  the  above  the  bandages,  &c.  until  three  weeks  ago, 

Ijmptoms  made  their  appearance.  when  blood  appeared  instead  of  purulent 

Mr.  S.  saw  him  on  the  5th  of  October,  matter,  and  the  wound  thereafter  closed, 

sod  took  blood  to  syncope,  and  prescribed  leaving  a  flattened,  thimble-like  cavity,  into 

«n  antimonial  saline  mixture,  some  powders  which  the  point  of  the  finger  could  be  in- 

eontmning  calomel  and  antimonial  powder,  troduced  ;  and  he  has  since  progressed  in 

md  applied  a  sinapism  to  the  painful  part.  strength. 

On  the  following  day,  there  being  no  im-         Upon     examination,      the     movemente 

provement,  the  blood-letting  was  repeated,  of  both    sides  of   the   chest    are  equable 

a  large  blister  was  applied,  and  the  medicine  and  the  respiratory  murmur  natural,  as  also 

eootinned.     The  sputo,  which  now  became  the  sound  elicited  by  peorcussion. 
more  copious,  from  its  rusty  character,  and        The  successful  result  of  this  case  may, 

tbe  ordinary  stethoscopic  indications,  enabled  perhaps,  be  regarded  as  a  support  to  the 

ne  to  consider  the  inflammatory  action  to  practice    generally    adopted,    of  gradually 

have  extended  to  the  substence  of  the  lung,  evacuating  such  collections,   as  it  is  very 

The  usual  antiphlogistic  measures  were  con-  probable  that  only  as  much  purulent  matter 

tfaiued  ;  blisters  lepeated  from  time  to  time ;  flowed  in  the  first  instances  as  reduced  it  tothe 

md  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  the  acute  level  of  tlie  aperture. — Edinbwryh  Mtdicai 

febrile  symptoms  subsided  ;  but  there  stUI  and  Surffical  Journal, 

lemained  the  fixed  pain  near  the  scapula,  fre-  

5^^!!'^^'?'P'°'"*'^'^™^l?'*'i''■**'^  LECTURES  ON  ANIMAL  CHEMISTRY, 
loabihty  to  he  upon  the  nght  side,   any 

attempt  at  which  greatly   aggravated   the         ^     ,    „ ,.         /T!    „  ,.    .  ^ 
mgh  and  dyspnoea.     Very   Uttle   benefit        ^  '^«  ^'^''^  <2/^'*«  Medtcal  Gazette, 
wis  derived  from  the  treatment  adopted;  Sir, 

ooUiqnative  perspirations  were  superadded,  to  Having  lately  heard  from  some  members 

ameliorate  which,  mineral  acid  and  quinine  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company  that  a  course 

were  had  recourse  to.  of  lectures  are  being  delivered  by  Profiessor 

Towards  the  end  of  December  debility  Brande  on  Animal  Chemistry,  it  appears  to 

and  emaciation  had  advanced  progressively,  me,   that  if  the  lectures  delivered  to  the 

and  a  fulness  was  observed  over  the  left  side  members  only  were  extended  to  the  licen- 

ot  the  diest,  although  no  difference  in  its  tiates,  I  am  sure  they  would  gladly  avail 

capacity    was   found    upon    measurement ;  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  attending ;  and 

percussion  on  the  part  elicited  a  dull  sound ;  as  the  lectures  delivered  at  the  College  of 

and  the  respiratory  murmur  was  very  faint.  Physicians  are  open  to  the  licentiates  of  its 

although  audible  over  the  subclavian  region  ;  body,  and  the  same  at  the  College  of  Sur- 

and  a  few  days  after,  a  soft  tumor  appeared  geons,  I  do  hope  that  the  Society  of  Apo- 

on  the  fifth  intercostel  space,  an  inch  below,  thecaries  will  confer  the  same  boon  on  ite 

and  to  the  outside  of  the  left  nipple.  licentiates.     Trusting  that  this  appeal  may 

The  next  day  Mr.  S.  found  that  the  sur-  not  have  been  made  in  vain,  and  as  an  ad- 

fisoe  of  the  tumor  had  ulcerated,  and  the  vocate  for  whatever  is  calculated  to  advance 

patient  lay  bathed  in  purulent  matter,  the  profesrional  knowledge,  I  am  sure  you  will 

bed  and  clotl]^  being  fully  saturated  with  it.  reciprocate  that  wish. — I  remain,  sir, 
Tlie  purulent  matter  continued  to  flow  daily  Your  obedient  servant, 

from  the  aperture,  and  some  came  after-  Kn  Q\.'o\A^wn.h:ti.« 

wmnb  by  tbe  moutb,    Tbe  patient  was  after*        London,  Ma)  )%,  \M&. 
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SOCIETY  FOR  RELIEF  OF 

WIDOWS   AND   ORPHANS   OF 

MEDICAL  MSN  IN  LONDON 

AND  ITS  VICINITY. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  Society, 
which  was  postponed  in  consequence  of  the 
lamented  deadi  of  the  Doke  of  Sosaez,  the 
Patron,  is  now  appointed  to  take  place  on 
Saturday,  the  3d  of  June.  H.  R.  U.  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge  has  signified  to  the 
Stewards  his  intention  to  pnaide  on  the 
occasion. 

MR.  TYRRELL. 

Ws  regret  very  much  to  record  the  sudden 
death  of  Mr.  Tyrrell,  of  St.  Thomas's  Hos- 
pital,  which  took  place  on  the  23d  inst.  in 
consequence,  it  is  said,  of  disease  of  the 
heart. 

BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of 
the  Testis,  and  of  the  Spermatic  Cord  and 
Scrotum;  with  Illustrations.  By  T.  B. 
Curling,  Lecturer  on  Surgery,  &c. 

Austria :  its  Literary,  Scientific,  and  Me- 
dical Institutions,  &c.  &c.  By  W.  R.  Wilde, 
M.R.I.A.  See. 

The  Plea  of  Humanity  and  Common 
Sense  against  Surgical  Operations  for  the 
Cure  of  1  mpediments  of  Speech.  By  James 
Wright,  Esq. 

The  £Uiucational  and  Subsidiary  Provi- 
sions of  the  Birmingham  Royal  School  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  set  forth  in  a  Letter 
to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson  Wameford,  LL.D. 
The  whole  being  intended  to  shew  the  im- 
portance and  practicability  of  applying  the 
means  actually  possessed  to  some  arrange- 
ment for  providing  Collegiately  for  the 
Board,  Lodging,  and  Tutelary  Care  of  its 
Pupils  during  their  Residence  at  Birming- 
ham for  the  Purposes  of  Study.  By  the 
Rev.  Vaughan  Thomas,  B.D.  Vicar  of 
Stondeigfa,  Warwickshire. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  OKNTLBMSN  WHO  HAVK  BBCBXVED 
CBRT1FICATE8. 

Thmrtday,  May  18,  1843. 

J.  T.  Pearce,Camelfonl,  Cornwall.— C  Bnnd, 
Lonr  Sutton,  Somerset.— t^  D.  Adams,  Nettle- 
■tead,  Kent.— H.  M.  Hobnan,  HnrsTpierpoint, 
Sussex  —H.  S.  Wbarton,  Brecon,  South  Wales. 
—  C.  Hooper,  Kennington.  -J.  p.  McDonald, 
Bristol.— P.  fierrington.  London. -W.  Folwell, 
London.— H.  Stokes,  Gibraltar. -W.  H.  Neale, 
London.— B.  Russell,  Btoxwich,  Staffordshire.- 
H.  BelL  Hopton,  Great  Yannonth.—K.  Buckley, 
Rochdale  lMDe.^T,  B.  XIriokwater,  Asbfora, 
Derbysbire.-B,  J.  U  Whitmon,  Bristol. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

LIST  or  OBNTLBMBN  ADMITTKD  MBIiBBBS. 

Wt^^etday,  May  17, 1843. 
T.  Ltoyd.-T.  WilUs.— J.  J.  Fox— S.  S.  Alford. 
—J.  H.  Browne.— R.  Leach.  — W.  Smith.  — P. 
Berry.— B.  Labrow.— G.  T.  Heath.- B.  R.  Mudd. 

Friday^  May  19. 
C.  Girdlestone.— F.  R.  Manson.— W.  J.  Price. 
— W.  M'Cheane.— W.  M.  Pinder.— J.  Carter.— 
H.  Dixon.- W.  R.  James.-J.  S.  H.  Williama.— 
W.Davy. 

A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  numher  of   deaths  from  all 

causes  registered  in    the    week    ending 

Saturday,  May  6,  1843. 

Small  POX 13 

Measles  28 

Scarlatina  10 

Hooping  Cough  54 

Croup 10 

Thrush    s 

Diarrhoea s 

Dysentery  o 

Cholera    o 

Influenza o 

Affue 1 

Typhus    58 

Erysipelas 6 

Syphilis  o 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  uf  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  139 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    373 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  35 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

On^ns  of  Digestion    64 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 1 

Childbed 8 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 3 

Rheumatism 6 

Diseases  of  Joints,  ftc 4 

Carbuncle ] 

Ulcer    0 

i^stula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 104 

Old  Af(e  or  Natural  Decay 49 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lutempe- 

rance 14 

Causes  not  specified  3 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 883 
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April  1843. 

Wednesday  17 
Thursday  .  18 
Friday ...  19 
Saturday  .  90 
Sunday  .  .  31 
Monday  .  .  33 
Tuesday    .  33 


THSaMOMRTEB. 

fh>m  46  to  53 


41 
44 

4« 
48 
40 
41 


55 
56 
60 
59 
56 
61 


BAaOMBTRU. 


39*44 
39-76 
39-85 
39*80 
29-63 
39*63 
39*64 


to 


39*64 
39*85 
39*86 
39-71 
39-60 
39*64 
39*65 


Wind  variable,  N.E.  and  S.K.  prcvailins:. 

Generally  cloudy,  with  frequent  rain :  thunder 
on  the  evening  of  the  23d. 

Rain  fUlen,  1  inch,  and  '31  of  an  inch. 
Charles  Hknry  Adams. 

Notice. — We  shall  be  glad  to  have  the 
paper  on  '*  Molecular  Motion.'' 

Wilson  &  Oqilxy,  51,  SV\uT\et  ^xv«e\.,VAtk^u. 
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FRIDAY,  JUNE  2,  1843. 

L  B  CT  U  R  B  S  Naegele,  Siebold,  and  others.    But  in  truth 

OH  THR  ^  attach  comparatiYdy  little  importance  to 

the  shape  and  dimensions  of  the  forceps  you 

THBOBT  AND   PRACTICE    OF  me,  and  think  it  nearly  a  matter  of  indif- 

MIDWIFERY,  ference  whether  it    has  a    pivot  lock  or 

«k..        .....M^       -«^-r*         »  Smellie's  lock,  and  whether  the  handles  con- 

Mmrtdimth€Tkea^qf8t.  G^get  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  „^^  provided  the  case 

HotpUaif  ^j  justi^  the  use  of  the  forceps  where  it 

Br  UoBUT  L..,  M.D.  P.R.8.  ^  ^  "Jf?™  iS'^f^.^S" !?'°'':?''  P"?" 

ciples  which  ought  invanahly  to  g^de  you  in 

*^^  its  employment.  The  ohsenrations  which  have 
L^CTURB  XXVIII.  heen  made  upon  the  forceps  during  the  last 
^ji  j>  110  years,  have  proved  that  it  is  not  adapted 
Ob  tk€  ^fpHetUUm  ^tke/oreepi.  tocasesof  difficult  labour,  in  which  the  os  uteri, 
TWb  uAMUrj  foraepi  was  invented  and  vagina,  and  other  soft  parts,  are  in  a  rigid, 
pwfccted  br  m  Chamberlens  abouit  the  swollen,  inflamed,  and  undilatable  state; 
aUdle  of  tiio  17th  oentury,  but  it  was  first  where  the  umbilical  cord  is  unusually  short, 
bod  by  Chopmaa  in  1733.  **  Almost  or  is  twisted  once  or  several  times  around  the 
OMHHiklo  for  celebrity,"  observes  Mr.  neck  and  trunk  of  the  child,  where  the  child 
r,  "  iHO  thooght  it  necessary  to  mo-  is  hydrocephalic,  or  the  head  greatly  exceeds 
dUy  tlw  Inohummit ;  Dr.  Churchill  has  given  the  natural  size,  and  where  the  pelvis  is  ob- 
igni  of  moio  than  fifty  varieties."  In  structed  by  tumors,  or  much  distorted  by 
tte  iMt  kalf  of  the  18th  century,  or  a  few  rickets  or  malaoosteon.  It  is  now  admitted 
jtan  ohSot,  the  forceps  had  been  altered  by  all  practitioners  in  this  country  that  the 
Djr  MtiMidv  Ckogoire,  Rathlaw,  Smellie,  forceps  ought  not  to  be  employed  where  a 
Ijefiok,  Blng,  Barton,  De  l^nd,  Pugh,  great  disproportion  exists  between  the  head 
WaDIi  JolniKm,  Fried,  Leake,  Petit,  Van  of  the  child  and  pelvis  from  any  cause. 
00  hmacp  Cootonly,  Pean,  Sleurs,  Orme,  It  is  chiefly  in  cases  of  protracted  and  diffi. 
LoiPdar,  Toong,  Aitken,  Mayer,  Starke,  cult  labour,  from  feeble,  irregular,  or  partial 
BiitiiHilii  Oibom,  Denman,  Hamilton,  uterine  action,  from  passions  of  the  mind, 
Hdghton,  J.  Clarke,  and  Thynne.  [Miil.  original  or  accidental  debility  in  the  mo- 
te'f  phtei  were  here  exhibited,  in  which  ther,  and  other  constitutional  causes  which 
of  tfaeie  instruments  have  been  repre-  impair  the  energy  of  the  brain,  and  nervous 
.]  Dr.  WilHam  Hunter  appears  to  system  of  the  uterus,  that  the  forceps  is 
n  olnUMt  the  only  distinguished  ae-  xued  with  advantage,  and  where,  if  any  dia- 
ry who  lived  during  that  period,  who  proportion  exists  between  the  foetus  and 
Dd  It  onncccssary  to  modify  the  pelvis,  it  is  only  in  a  slight  degree.  The 
of  iSbd  fbreeps.  The  instrument  has  forceps  is  not  applied  beesuse  there  is  a 
one  many  dianges  during  the  present  great  deficiency  of  space  in  the  pelvis,  a 
jf  trat  that  form  which  I  prefer  greatly  great  want  of  due  proportion  between  the 
•dl  ottieri  is  the  Chamberlen  forceps,  head  and  pelvis,  but  because  there  is  a  want 
wHkthelock  and  wooden  handlesofSmelli^  of  power  in  the  otena  to  propel  the 
Ib  foetp  Denman't  short  forceps  covered  child  through  it,  the  want  of  which 
r ;  beeaose  it  is  easily  applied,  power  we  endeavour  to  supply  with  the 
hold  of  the  head,  and  it  may  be  forceps.  This  is  the  only  legitimate  ground 
with  km  risk  to  the  mother,  than  on  which  we  can  proceed  hi  the  application 
iff  Dn.  HopkioB,  David  Davit,  of  the  fo»Qii^,Ni\Ql\iftt  Vt  \m  ci2KtHu!6knoi, 
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coiiTiilsion,  hemorrhage,  or  whatever  the  oeps,    and    the  greatest  care  ia  required, 

circamatance  may  be  which  renders  imme-  though  the  poaterior  lip  haa  gone  up  be- 

diate  deliTery  neoeaaary  to  preaenre  the  life  yond  the  readi  of  the  finger,  if  the  anterior 

of  the  mother  and  child.     It  ia  not  for  onr  lip  and  cervix  can  be  felt  b^ween  the  head  and 

our  own  convenience,  to  apare  ouraelvea  the  symphyais  pubia.     I  have  never  met  with  n 

anxiety  and  fifitigue  of  a  protracted  atten-  case  in  whidi  the  Ibroepa  waa  aatiafactorily 

dance  upon  any  case  of  labour,  to  acquire  applied  before  the  oa  uteri  waa  fully  dihrtod, 

skill  and  dexterity  in  the  use  of  the  forceps,  and  the  head  had  deacended  ao  low  that  an 

that  the  instrument  is  to  be  applied,  nor  ear  could  be  felt.     '*  Before  the  completioa 

because  it  is  in  our  power  to  do  so,  but  in  of  the  first  stage  of  a  labour,"  aaya  Dr. 

consequence  of  certain  local  and  conatitu-  Denman,  "  that  ia,  before  the  oa  uteri  be 

tional  aymptoma  appearing  in  the  parent,  completely    dilated    and    the    membranes 

or  because  the  child  is  in  danger  from  the  broken,  the  use  of  the  forceps  can  never 

long-continued  pressure,  that  we  have  re-  come  into  contemplation ;  becauae  the  dif- 

course  to  artificial  delivery.    The  gradual  ficultiea  before  occurring  may  depend  upon 

cessation  of  labour  pains,  and  the  descent  of  causes  which  do  not  require  their  use,  or  if 

the  head  being  arrested,  are  unquestionably  required,  they  could  not  be  applied  with 

the  beat  indicationa  we  can  have  for  the  pro-  aafety  or  propriety  before  those  changes 

priety  of  the  interference  of  art.     If  the  were  made.''     In  almost  every  caae,  "  says 

uterine  contractions  cease,  and  the  head.  Dr.  Buma,  "  where  the  forceps  are  bene- 

Bwollen  and  compreaaed,  becomea  arrested  ficial,  the  head  haa  ao  for  entered  the  p^via 

■  or   impacted  in   the  pdvia,  and  tiiere    is  aa  to  have  the  ear  corresponding  to  the  inner 

exhaustion,  fever,  and  diatariNince  of  the  surface  of  the  pubes,  and  the  cranial  bones 

brain,  and  we  believe  that  the  head  of  the  touching  the  perineum."     *'  No  case,"  «b- 

child  will  not  be  expelled  by  the  natural  serves  Dr.  Merriman,  '*  is  to  be  esteemed 

efforts,  it  is  our  duty  to  endeavour  without  eligible  for  the  application  of  the  forceps 

delay  to  extract  it  with  the  forceps.    To  until  the  ear  of  ^  child  can  be  distinctly 

apply  the  instrument,  when  it  is  known  felt." 

with  abaolute  certainty  that  the  child  ia  dead,  Smellie  invented  a  pair  of  long  forceps, 
would  betray,  to  use  the  mildest  expression,  which  he  sometimes  used  when  he  found  the 
the  highest  degree  of  human  insensibility  head  of  the  child  so  much  forward  over  the 
and  folly.  os  pubis,  by  the  unusual  projection  of  the 
In  a  great  proportion  of  cases  they  are  sacrum  and  lower  lumbar  mertebra,  that  he 
first  labours  in  which  the  forceps  is  required ;  could  not  push  the  handles  of  the  short  for- 
wfaich  proves  that  the  difficulty  frequently  ceps  far  enough  back  to  include  within  the 
dependa  on  the  soft  parts.  It  is  not  from  blades  the  buUcy  part  of  the  head  which  lay 
the  duration  of  the  process,  so  much  as  from  over  the  pubes.  To  remedy  this  inconve- 
the  condition  of  the  patient,  that  you  are  to  nience  he  contrived  a  long  pair,  curved  on 
judge  of  the  necessity  for  interference.  In  one  side  and  convex  on  the  other ;  but 
some  women,  whose  nervous  energy  is  feeble,  these,  he  says,  ought  never  to  be  used  ex- 
exhaustion,  delirium,  or  some  other  unfo-  cept  when  the  head  is  smaU  ;  for  when  the 
voumble  symptom,  occurs  before  the  labour  head  is  large,  and  the  greater  part  of  it 
has  continued  24  hours ;  in  others  there  is  remains  above  the  brim,  the  parta  of  the 
no  unfavourable  ajrmptom  witnessed,  though  woman  may  be  inflamed  and  contused  by 
it  is  greatly  protracted  beyond  this  peric^.  the  exertion  of  too  much  force.  Where  the 
In  general  it  ia  a  very  good  practical  rule,  vertex  preaents,  but  only  an  inconsiderable 
and  well  calculated  to  prevent  the  rash  and  part  of  the  head,  resembling  the  small  end 
unwarrantable  use  of  the  forceps,  *'  that  the  of  a  sugar-loaf,  is  forced  down  into  the 
head  of  a  child  shall  have  rested  six  hours  pelris,  after  a  protracted  labour,  we  may 
as  low  as  the  perineum,  that  is,  in  a  aitua-  infer  that  the  head  is  either  too  large,  or  the 
tion  which  would  allow  of  their  application  pelvis  too  narrow.  In  these  cases,  in- 
before  the  forceps  are  applied,  though  the  ■  deed,  a  long  pair  of  forceps  may  take  such 
pains  should  have  ceased  during  that  time."  firm  hold,  that  with  great  force  and  the 
But  there  are  exceptions  to  &a  rule,  and  strong  purchase  the  head  will  be  delivered ; 
cases  ooeur  of  rapid  exhaustion,  or  some  acd-  but  wadi  riolenoe  is  commonly  fatal  to  the 
dent  takes  place  suddenly,  in  which  it  would  woman,  by  causing  such  an  inflammation, 
be  wrong  to  comply  with  it.  The  mem-  snd  perhaps  laceration,  of  the  parts*  «s  ia 
branes  must  be  ruptured,  and  the  os  uteri  attended  with  mortification.  In  order  to 
ftUly  dilated,  before  the  forceps  can  be  safely  disable  young  practitioners  from  running 
•ppUed.  The  hesd  may  not  have  wholly  such  risks,  and  to  free  myself  from  the 
escaped  from  the  uterus,  but  the  greater  .  temptation  of  using  too  much  force,  I  have 
part  must  have  done  so,  to  render  it  pos-  alwaft  ut€d  and  recommended  the  forceps 
sible  to  use  the  forceps  without  great  risk,  so  short  in  the  handles  that  they  cannot  be 
1/  the  wboh  drcunUireaee  of  the  os  uteri  used  with  such  violenoe  aa  will  endanger  the 
em  be  Mt,  jou  muBt  not  think  of  the  for-  womvA'a  Vtfe,  ihoui^  >2hie  yoxOoaaA  ^  iQMm 
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tlw 


Id  olnct  tte  hotd  wim  oa6« 
or  bro-tlihds  of  It  m  oq[Hd  to,  or  put, 

port  of  tlio  pdTli. 

•ofUlf  nmoof  tiie  dinger  of 

md  iMwntioii  of  llie  Qtenu 

faicnnod  hj  ttut  ap- 

of  ttw  loBf  fontiM,  whoB  tbe  bnd 

ddd  nmdiMd  abofo  tlio  brim  of  tlie 

ttoft  he  did  not  ventore  to  exhibit 

to  the  pinrili  of  his  daM, 

tte  inad  ttet  it  would  be  mlaqpplied ; 
incan  M§  mlmmj/w  und  md  reoom- 
d  no  lAort  foreepi*  Lerret  likewise 
prfr  of  long  ftyraepe,  oonTex  on 
■kd  conotfo  on  toe  other,  which 
been  efiteniivdy  employed  on  the  con- 
o^pedbd^  in  mnoe  and  Gennanj,  for 
wfom  of  dmring  the  head  of  tlie 
fato  the  Ci¥itj  of  tlie  pdvie  when  the 
it  contneted.  The  eommon  French 
nHvepay  repreacnted  in  these 
win  give  yon  some  idea  of  the  in- 
reeommended  by  Lerret,  thoagh 
the  ■anle^— 

2. 


11 


1.  The  instrnment  closed. 
%  A  partial  front  view  of  one  blaile.  to  shew 
-the  coTfe  and  peg  by  frhich  it  is  locked. 

Ton  win  meet  with  two  very  great  diffi- 
cdtM  in  attempting  to  apply  tlic  long  for- 
C8M.  The  first  is,  tliat  the  head  of  the 
child  alwiya  li«i  transrersely,  or  diagonally, 
aft  the  brim  of  the  pdvis ;  so  that  if  the 
Uadea  of  the  instroment  are  passed  up  along 
ki  aidea,  which  all  admit  they  most  be,  one 
blade  wSn  be  applied  over  the  occipat,  and 
tte  other  over  the  forehead ;  and  yon  can 
tefO  no  hold  of  the  head  in  this  way  upon 
vUcli  3fon  can  depend.  If  you  make  the 
It  upon  a  dead  child,  as  I  shall 
do  before  you,  you  will  at  once  be  sa- 
that  the  hold  whk:h  the  forceps  has 
^tbe  bmd  ia  bo  iiuecnn  that  it  would  be 


impossible  to  overcome  any  considerable 
resutance  with  the  blades  thus  applied  to 
the  ibrebead  and  occiput ;  over  the  sides  of 
the  head  they  give  you  a  firm  hold.  And 
in  actual  practice,  in  all  the  cases  where  I 
have  seen  an  attempt  made  to  deliver  with 
the  blades  of  the  long  forceps  applied  over 
tiie  fbrehead  and  occiput,  the  instrument  has 
soon  lost  its  hold,  and  has  slipped  off  the 
head,  where  any  considerable  extracting 
fbree  has  been  applied.  But  if  the  instru- 
ment should  not  slip,  the  compression  of  the 
oodput  and  fbreheaid  would  increase  the 
length  of  the  diort  diameter  of  the  head, 
which  corresponds  with  the  contracted  con- 
jugate diameter  of  the  brim,  and  the  result 
would  be  an  increase  of  the  disproportion 
between  the  head  and  pelvis ;  the  size  of 
the  head  would  be  increased  in  the  wrong 
direction — in  foct,  where  it  is  required  to 
be  lessened.  If  you  look  at  this  plate  of 
Maygrier  [exhibiting  it],  you  will  be  con- 
vinc«l  of  the  truth  of  this. 

But  besides,  before  the  greater  part  of  the 
head  has  passed  through  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis,  the  oe  uteri  is  never  sufficiently  dilated 
to  allow  of  the  long  forceps  being  applied 
without  the  greatest  danger.  '*  The  delivery 
of  a  female  with  the  forceps,  when  the  os 
uteri  is  fhlly  dilated,"  observes  Dr.  Collins, 
'*  the  soft  parts  relaxed,  the  head  resting  on 
the  |)erineum,  or  nearly  so,  and  the  pelvis  of 
sufficient  sixe  to  permit  the  attendant  to 
reach  the  ear  with  the  finger,  is  so  simple, 
that  any  individual  with  moderate  experience 
may  readily  effect  it.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  asserting,  that  to  use  it  irnder  other  dr- 
cumstanoes  is  not  only  an  abuse  of  the 
instrument,  but  most  hasardous  to  the 
patient.  It  is  from  being  thoroughly  con- 
vinced of  these  facts,  by  long  and  extensive 
observation,  that  I  consider  the  forceps  quite 
inapplicable  when  the  head  becomes  fixed  in 
the  pelvis,  and  that  the  ear  cannot  be  reached 
by  the  finger,  except  by  violence,  in  conse- 
quence of  disproportion  existing  between  the 
head  and  pelvis,  either  owing  to  the  former 
being  unusually  large,  or  the  latter  under 
size ;  in  most  instances  measuring  little  more 
than  three  inches  from  pubcs  to  sacrum,  and 
in  others  less  than  this.  When  we  consider 
that  the  blades  of  the  smallest  sixed  forceps 
used  in  Britain,  even  when  completely  closed, 
measure  from  3ith  inches  to  3},  it  is  clear 
that  were  the  bones  of  the  pelvis  denuded  of 
their  soft  parts  there  would  not  be  space  to 
admit  of  their  application.  The  French 
forceps  measure,  when  dosed,  from  blade 
to  blade,  on  the  upper  side  2}  inches,  and 
are  about  ith  wider  on  the  oppodte  side, 
meeting  at  the  point  of  the  blades  to  within 
|th  of  an  inch.  Were  we  even  to  overlook 
altogether  the  safety  of  the  mother,  where 
the  chad's  head  measures  131,  14^,  or  13 
indies  In  drcumCueiQsai  ^  i»  wm^wuwL* 
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as  it  must  be  when  the  instrament  is  dosed,  ness  of   the  abdomen,  fever,  incoherence* 

there  can  scarcely  be  a  hope  of  life.     Of  restlessness,  and  ezhanstion,  debying  long 

course,  where  the  pelvis  is  roomy,  this  com-  to  deliver  is  invariably  followed  by  the  mo6t 

pression  of  the  head,  so  as  to  dose  the  injurious  consequences.     But  if  the  os  uteri 

forceps,  is  unnecessary,  and  in  such  cases  the  is  not  fully  dilated,  and  the  greater  part  of 

child  is  uninjured.     How  is  it  possible,  with  the  head  has  not  passed  through  the  brim, 

the  forceps,  to  drag  a  child  through  a  pelvis  the  forceps  cannot  be  employed  with  ad- 

where  there  is  not  space,  except  by  force,  to  vantage. 

introduce  (as  is  commonly  said)  a  straw,  or  Most  of  the  authors  who  have  recom- 

where  the  smallest  flexible  catheter  cannot,  mended  the  long  forceps  to  be  employed 

in  some  instances,  be  passed  into  the  blad-  have  been  fully  aware  of  the  danger  of  the 

der  ?     The  results  I  have  witnessed  from  instrument,  and  the  necessity  for  extreme 

such  practice  were    most    distressing:   in  caution  in  its  use.    "  Sometimes  it  is, useful," 

some,  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or  urethra,  says  Dr.  Hamflton, "  to  employ  a  lengthened 

either  lacerated,  or  the  injury  by  pressure  pair  of  forceps :   but  as  in  operating  with 

from  the  forceps  so  great  as  to  produce  that  instrument  the  parts  of  the  woman  in 

sloughing  and  consequent,  incontinence  of  contact  with  its  blades  must  inevitably  be 

urine ;   hi  others,  the  recto-vaginal  septum  pressed  upon  in  a  degree  proportionate  to 

destroyed ;    dther    of  which    renders   the  the  length  of  the  instrument,  the  extent  of 

sufferer  miserable  for  life ;  and  in  two  case?,  its  motion,  or.  In  other  words,  to  the  force  of 

where  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  imper-  the  operator  working  with  it,  it  is  a  very 

fectly  dilated,  so  much  injury  inflicted  on  hazardous  expedient  in  the  hands  of  the  inex- 

this  part  as  to  terminate  in  death.     Such  perienced.''    When  Dr.   Hamilton  was  in 

melancholy  consequences  strongly  show  the  London,  twdveor  thirteen  years  ago,  theuseof 

necessity  of  having  recourse  to  the  forceps  the  long  forceps  wasoneof  the  subjectsofcon- 

with  great  caution,  so  as  to  avoid  the  abuse  versation  which  I  had  with  him,  and  I  was 

of  an  instrument  which,  when  judidously  astonished  when  he  informed  me  that  he  had 

applied,    is    occasionally    most    beneficial,  entirdy  for  some  time  laid  aside  the  short 

Almost  all  the  unfevourable  results  may  be  forceps.     On  further  inquiry,  however,   it 

prevented   by  using    the  instrument  only  appeared  that  in  no  case  did  he  ever  use  the 

when  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  patient,  long  forceps  until  an  ear  could  be  fdt ;  thus 

at  the  same  time  attending  to  the  drcum-  admitting  that  he  never  employed  the  long 

stances  alresdy  stated,  whidi  are  dwdt  upon  forceps  where  it  was  not  poesible  to  deliver 

by  many  of  our  best  writers  on  this  subject  with  the  short  forceps,  and  to  derive  all  the 

when  treating  of  tiie  nature  of  the  case  in  advantage  that  could  be  obtained  from  such 

which  it  is  d^^le."    The  accuracy  of  these  means  with  much  less  risk.    If  I  recollect 

remarks  is  fully  confirmed  by  all  the  forceps  right.  Dr.  Hamilton  stated  on  that  occasion 

cases  which  have  come  under  my  observation,  that  he  had  used  the  forceps,  leng  and  short, 

and  which  exceed  60  in  number.    Four  of  only  about  forty  times  in  the  whole  course 

the  mothers  whose  cases  (55)  are  related  in  of  his  life.     In  respect  to  the  fhsquency  with 

the  First  Report  of  my  Clinical  Midwifery,  which  he  employed  the  forceps,  his  practice 

died  from  the  rash  and  inconsiderate  use  of  probably  coindded  with  tiiat  of  Dr.  Joseph 

the  forceps ;  seven  had  the  perineum  more  Clarke,  who  says,  in  his  valuable  Report  of 

or  less  injured ;  one  the  recto-vaginal  septum  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  "  Cases  of 

torn ;  five  were  left  with  dcatrices  of  the  convulsion    excepted,  I    have    rardy  had 

vagina  after  sloughing ;   and  one  with  an  reason  to  be  weU  pleased  with  the  effects  of 

incurable  vesico-vaginal  fistula.    In  none  did  extracting  instruments,  and  not  unfirequently 

any  benefit  result  from  the  instrument  before  have  I  luid  mudi  reason  to  deprecate  their 

ihe  greater  part  of  the  head  of  the  child  had  e?il  consequences.    Whenever  labour  is  pro- 

pasMd  through  the  brim  of  the  pdvis,  and  tracted  to  a  dangerous  length,  by  unusual 

the  orifice  of  the  utems  was  frilly  dilated,  resistance,  there  is  nothing  but  mischief  to  be 

In  one  case  only  was  the  forceps  advan-  expected  from  thdr  application,  but  when  the 

tageous,  when  the  blades  were  applied  and  expelling  powers  are  impdred  by  debilitating 

lodLed  with  great  difficulty,  and  great  force  diseases,  the  interpodtion  of  an  artifidd  ex- 

lequired  to  extract  the  braid  of  the  diild.  tractingpower  is  more  rationd  and  justifiable. 

Only  seventeen  of  the  children  were  bom  Let  it  be  remembered  tiiat  in  the  hospital 

dive  and  lived.    In  protracted  labours,  when  sudi  means  were  employed  in  one  of  728 

the  bead  has  made  no  sendble  advance  for  cases,  and  in  private  practice  it  is  so  long 

hoars,  I  repeat  once  more,  and  becomes  since  1  have  hid  occadon  to  use,  or  even  to 

isompressed,  the  scdp  puffy  and  swollen,  tiie  think  of  nsing  them,  that  I  am  persuaded  a 

vagina  dry,  hot,  and  tender,  tiie  dischsiges  fdr  opportunity  of  applying  forceps  with 

jOffendve,  and  when  the  bladder  cannot  be  good  effect  will  not  occur  to  a  rationd 

emptied  without  the  catheter,  it  is  dangeroni  practitioner  in  one  of  1000  cases." 

to  trust  logger  to  the  natard  efforts.    If,  Where  the  child  is  dead,  where  a  great 

MloBigr  with  these  spnptoms,  then  if  tender-  disproportion  exists  between  its  head  and  the 
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mlfit  tnm  my  enter  end  the  oe  uteri  U 
UDMrfbedj  dOifted  tad  the  parte  swollen 
attd  iVd«  end  en  eer  cennotbe  htt,  and  dr- 

IffBjg  neoone  mnifcbe  bed  to  die  perforatOTf 
■id  not  to  fShB  jjareepa.  Ton  wm  nerer,  I 
Ib|I09  fldak  of  nvplyini^  tiia  foroepi  in  a 
or  dendeelnie  manner*    If  yon  were 


ei  to  ettempt  to  do  this,  yon 
~  without  the  attempt  bdng 
and  yonr  rsdmess  and  imprn- 
eipoeed.  But  yon  mig^t  introduce 
fta  wfltfa  or  lofer  over  the  hei^  without  the 
■itlaet  or  mine  being  aware  of  the  fret;  and 
ttii  ii'  €BB  of  tiie  many  strong  objections 
whU  I  httvetD  tiie  instrament,  of  which  the 
Mimim  flguei  are  representations. 


It  hai  a  joint  to  render  it  more  portable, 
vm  practitioners   carry  it  in  their 
to  every  case  of  labour  thej  attend, 
ihs  nse  of  it  without  apprising  the 
{ertwifc    Bnefa  conduct,  I  look  upon,  with 
Or.  rrtlHii, "  as  m^jostifiable  in  the  extreme, 
BM  ha|ipy  to  think  it  is  the  practice  of 
oaly  who    have  little  character  to 


fi 


■^Ja  an  eaaes  of  protracted  and  difficult 
mtmr  in  wUcfa  yon  consider  it  requisite  to 

»tfae  Ibreeps,  or  to  perform  the  opera- 
enodoCDmy,  or  any  other  operation  in 
■Mrifay,  yon  will  promote'yonr  own  peace  of 
■ia^BiiilyniHiaiinnalinlunts,and  the  welfare 
*f  jomt  patients,  by  previously  consulting 
Moikv  asperienoed  practitioner,  whenever 
It  is  pmetioaUe  to  do  so.  When  exhausted 
'  '|*e  end  watching,  we  are  not  in  a 
I  to  Ibcm  a  sound  opinion  respecting 
■ity  for  the  interference  of  art,  and 
it  ii  agreeable  in  all  cases  of  difficulty  and 
to  have  the  responsibility  divided  by 


a  consultation,  and  mistakes  in  practice  pre- 
vented by  every  means  in  our  power.  After 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  have  been 
deliberately  considered  in  consultation,  and 
tlie  necessity  for  the  employment  of  the 
forceps  satisifactorily  proved  to  exist,  it  is 
right,  before  proceeding  to  apply  the  blades, 
to  state  to  the  husband  and  relations,  and 
even  to  the  patient  herself,  if  she  is  in  a  con- 
dition to  comprehend,  the  reasons  why  yon 
have  resolved  to  trust  no  longer  to  the  efforts 
of  nature,  and  even  to  explain  to  her  what 
you  are  going  to  do.  All  women  know  well 
the  danger  they  incur  when  delivered  with 
instruments,  and  dread  being  cut  or  torn  by 
them.  This  fear  is  often  removed,  and  the 
entire  consent  of  the  patient  obtained,  by 
abewing  to  her  one  or  both  of  the  blades  un- 
locked of  the  short  forceps,  covered  with 
soft  leather,  which  makes  it  not  only  in  ap- 
pearance but  in  reality  a  safer  instrument 
than  when  the  steel  blaides  are  bare. 

Having  obtained  the  patient's  consent  to 
tiic  application  of  the  forceps,  and  a  promise 
to  endure  the  pain  with  as  much  steadiness 
and  resolution  as  possible,  let  her  lie  on  the 
left  side,  with  the  nates  close  to  the  edge  of 
the  bed,  and  the  knees  bent  and  drawn  up 
towards  the  abdomen.  Let  the  nurse  sup- 
port the  right  thigh,  and  keep  the  knees 
separate,  and  let  the  patient  take  hold  of  the 
lumds  of  a  steady  person  before  her,  who  can 
control  her  feelings  on  the  occasion.  Ascer- 
tain by  passing  the  catheter  that  the  bladder 
is  empty  before  you  proceed  further.  Then 
take  a  blade  of  the  forceps  by  the  handle  in 
your  left  hand,  and  pass  all  your  fingera  of 
yonr  right  hand  in  a  conical  form  covered 
with  lard  slowly  into  the  orifice  of  the  vagina, 
and  if  it  is  a  first  child,  and  the  parts  are  con- 
tracted, gently  dUate  them,  and  press  back 
the  perineum.  When  this  has  been  suffi- 
ciently effected,  pass  the  four  fingera  of  the 
right  hand  forward  into  the  vagina  deeply, 
as  far  indeed  as  the  root  of  the  thumb, 
between  the  head  of  the  child  and  front  of 
the  pelvis.  Dr.  Denman  says,  **  the  fore- 
finger of  the  right  hand  should  be  passed 
between  the  ossa  pubis  and  the  head  of  the 
child  to  the  ear."  I  would  recommend  you 
to  pass  all  the  fingera  completely  over  the 
side  of  the  head,  so  as  to  feel  the  ear,  and  to 
determine  positively  to  which  side  of  the 
pelvis  the  occiput  is  directed.  If  you  in- 
troduce only  one  finger,  or  all  the  fingera,  in 
the  manner  represented  in  these  plates  of 
M.  Moreau  and  Dr.  D.  Davis  [exhibiting 
them],  you  cannot  possibly  know  what  the 
actual  position  of  the  head  is  before  you  in- 
troduce the  blades,  and  may  turn  the  head 
in  the  wrong  direction.  I  believe  it  is 
possible  in  every  case,  and  I  consider  it 
necessary,  to  ascertain  exactly  the  position  of 
the  head  before  passing  the  firet  bVadft  ^AXia 
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tareept.  If  tbi  bead  ii  to  finals  impacted 
that  jou  eumot  put  the  finnn  not  only  to 
the  car  Mid  ride  ot  thi  head,  beUnd  the  bont 
of  the  polvU,  but  complelelj  annind  Um 
lAxAeheti,  yon  will  do  nothing  bat  miachief 
with  the  ftreept.  Fu>,  thcs,  the  fonr  fingen 
of  tlia  li^  liand  oomplrtaly  over  theiide  of 
the  bead  and  ear  beliind  the  lymphyiii  pnUi, 
lor  in  a  tait  proportkn  of  caaea  an  ear  Ii 
Mt  ki  tU*  dtnatlon.  and  not  at  dtker  Bde  of 
tits  p«l*l*,  and  wbm  70a  Iiate  detanuned 
the  pouUon  of  the  bead,  the  point  of  the 
Mad*  in  the  left  hand  it  to  be  ahmly  and 
eaallonalj,  without  any  foroe,  lUd  up  betireea 
the  luad  and  your  fingcra,  till  the  blade  la 
doaely^iplied  over  the  fide  of  the  bead,  and 
tk  look  ii  about  an  iodi  and  ahalf  from  the 
fcrepartof  OeotifioeoftbeTvina.  When 
jon  iKgin  to  pua  the  blade,  *an  aee  in  Iha 
jjiantam  tliat  iti  liaodle  la  directed  liadc- 
wtrd  to  the  perineom,  but  aa  ita  point  alidaa 
along  the  conTOi  aurbce  of  tlie  bead,  the 
handle  ia  gradually  brought  forward  toward* 
tile  pnl)ea.  Yoo  019  dliw  ba(«  the  ilrat 
blade  hddfiimljin  Ita  *itnati(m  by  an  a>- 
aktuit,  oryon  m^  keepit  Inltaplace  irtth  the 
ling  and  little  Bwer  of  your  left  band,  whUa 
yon  are  Migtged  in  paawv  the  aecoad  blade 
orec  the  opponta  m»  of  the  head,  whicb  U 
naaally  attended  with  greater  diffioolty  than 
tb  drat  I  prefbr  entnittin|  the  firat  blade 
to  another  penon,  whila  I  am  tngaged  in 
Miing  np  the  fonr  fingen  of  my  left 
band  aa  far  aa  poirible  otct  the  tide  of  the 
bead  in  the  hollow  of  the  mcnmi,  and  oon- 
dacting  the  Kcond  blade  with  my  right  hand 
over  it.  Whm  thia  baa  been  dooeiu  a  aatia- 
bctory  mamieT,  the  Uadea  lock  with  the 
gceateat  eaae  fliCT  oome  together  «dma>t 
Hmntaiwimilji  But  where  the  bladea 
bava  not  been  piopeily  wplied  to  the 
oppoaits  and  rorreqKmding  ridea  of  the  bead, 
but  ODB  ii  toward  the  fordieal  and  another 
to  ttie  side  of  the  occipnt,  the  extremitiea  of 
the  luuidtea  are  in  different  directiom,  and 
the  biadea  cannot  be  made  to  lock  withont 
drawing  tliehandlca  forcibly  together.  Where 
thia  bappeot,  the  beet  plan  ia  to  withdraw 
one  or  both  tdadea,  and  to  reintrodoce  them 
in  BQcb  a  manner  that  they  ahail  cover  euetly 
the  oppodte  aidea  of  tlie  head. 

When  the  bladea  are  thai  appl^,  take 
care  that  no  part  of  the  mother  ia  included 
hi  the  lock,  before  yoo  begin  to  extract. 
When  a  pain  comca  on  grup  the  bandlea  of 
the  lofltruinent  in  your  right  hand,  place 
your  lund  orer  or  aboTe  the  handle*,  and 
bring  tliem  alowly  forward  toward*  the 
annphyrit  pubia,  and  alter  beeping  them 
there  for  an  inataut  more  them  backward 
alowly  and  ateadily  toward^  the  perineum, 
eiertuig  upon  tlw  Iteed  a  aliglit  degree  of 
extracting  fbrce.  Thia  action  muat  be  re- 
peateA,  and  at  the  waM  time  jou  ihonld  eu- 


deanmr  to  turn  the  (bee  rodnd  into  the  hollow 
oftheiacrum.  WlwnthelabourpeingoeaDfr, 
take  the  preaeore  of  tlie  bladea  of  the  fbrcept 
htm  the  bead,  and  merely  keep  the  handlea 
together  to  prerent  the  Inttnunent  ttota 
alipping,  and  renew  the  traction  with  tbo 
lame  caution,  but  with  a  little  oiore  fbroe. 
Until  the  head  i*  bningbt  to  tow  ai  to  preai 
upon  the  perineum  and  diatend  it,  the  ex. 
tractiog  force  ahould  be  directed  badcward, 
but  wbcD  the  bead  hai  adTanced,  and  the 
perinoum  become*  very  promlnant,  the  action 
ahould  be  directed  more  Gwward  toward  the 
pube*.  In  Bome  caaca,  by  the  exertion  of 
Tery  little  extracting  Ibroe,  and  In  a  Terj 
tbort  time,  iometimei  eren  during  a  aingle 
pain,  flie  head  la  bniu^  down  ao  ai  to  dia- 
tend the  perineum,  the  ear*  are  placed  totbe 
ridea  of  the  pelTia,  and  the  bee  ia  hi  the 
hollow  of  the  aacrum,  and  fbrOer  advanced 
than  ia  repreeented  in  the  following  figure. 


elapaei,  andmochlbroeii  required  hefbret^ 
bead  can  be  brought  into  thia  dtuattoa,  and 
oocaiiiMialiywedanotBiieGeedinbria^ngHio 
low  after  exerting  all  the  force  we  dare 
employ.  Wlien  thetead  bcgfau  to  adnnca 
through  the  o*  ntamum,  and  the  peirineam 
ii  greatly  ffiiteaded,  you  muat  cbange  the 
direction  in  whkli  you  extract.  Now  place 
your  hand  under  or  below  tlie  handlci  oif  the 
foreepa,  and  gently  draw  the  bead  during  the 
paini  forward  to  the  symphyiia  pnbii  away 
from  tbe  periueom,  and  moTe  it  gentty  from 
aide  to  >de.  It  ii  neceuary  to  obaerfe  the 
condition  of  tlie  perineum  while  thrbead  ia 
paaiing,  and  to  regulate  every  mOTement 
with  the  forcepa,  by  aeeing  what  degree  of 
preunre  it  ia  able  to  bear,  and  to  lopport  it 
with  the  left  hand  moat  carefully  when  it  ia 


▲PPUCATION  OF  THE  FORCEPS.  343 

:  iadtite  natiire,  by  aUowing  the  head  of  the  perineam,  or  even  press  it  a  little 

to  pnm  i^gainit  it  for  a  considenble  time,  backwards.     In  order  to  fix  the  two  blades 

wittioiit  flurtfaig  any  oomiderable  extract-  thus    introdaced,   that  which   was    placed 

■^  foree.    The  utmost  drcomspectioii  is  re-  towards  the  pubei  must  be  slowly  withdrawn 

fdrad  In  this  part  of  the  opersAion,  and  in  and  carried  so  far  backwards  that  it  can  be 

soae  CMCiy  where  yon  see  the  perineum  locked  with  the  second  blade  retained  in  its 

hiyimlng  to  tear  in  spite  of  all  your  care,  first  position  ;  and  care  must  be  taken  that 

Che  best  plan  is  to  remove  the  blades  of  the  nothing  be  entangled  in  the  lock  by  passing 

Ibnepa,  and  leave  the  expulsion  of  the  head  the  finger  round  it.    When  the  forceps  are 

to  the  natani  eflbrts.  locked,  it  will  be  found  convenient  to  tic  the 

I  diaU  read  to  you  Dr.  Denman's  account  handles  together  with  sufficient  firmness  to 

of  the  application  and  action  of  the  forceps,  prevent  them  from  sliding  or  changing  their 

which  la  remarkably  full,  plain,  and  easy  to  position  when  they  are  not  held  in  the  hand, 

be  nndentood,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  but  not  in  such  a  manner  as  to  incre&se  the 

any  oMi«iona  or  defieiaicieB  in  the  previous  compression  upon  the  head  of  the  child. 

dprrinrtniit  and  to  make  you  more  familar  Should  tiie  blades  of  the  forceps  be  intro- 

wkh  me  aidiject.  duced  so  as  not  to  be  opposite  each  other, 

"Tbeftrstpartof  the  operation  condsts  in  they  could  not  be  locked;   orif,  whenap- 

MBsing  the  fore-finger  of  the  right  hand  plied,  the  handles  should  come  close  together, 

behind  the  oasa  pubis  and  the  head  of  tlie  or  be  at  a  great  distance  from  each  other, 

child  to  the  ear;   then,  taking  the  part  of  they  would  probably  slip,  or  there  would  be 

the  foroepa  to  be  first  introduced  by  the  a  failure  of  some  kind  in  the  operation,  as 

handle  in  the  left  hand,  the  point  of  the  tlie  bulk  of  the  head  would  not  be  included. 

Wade  if  to  be  slowly  oondnctcd  between  the  or  they  would  be  fixed  on  some  improper 

head  of  the  diild  and  the  finger  till  the  part  of  the  head,  though  allowance  is  to  be 

iastnment  touches  the  ear :  there  can  be  no  made  for  the  difference  in  the  size  of  the 

diBrnlty  or  haxard  in  carrying  the  instru-  heads  of  cliildren.     But  if  a  case  be  proper 

vent  thus  fiur,  because  it  wiU  be  guided,  and  fur  the  forceps,  if  they  be  well  applied,  and 

in  MMoe  measure  shielded,  by  the  finger.   But  we  were  to  act  sluwly  with  them,  there  would 

the  farther  introduction  most  be  made  with  not  be  much  risk  of  failure  or  disappoint- 

a  slow  aeni-TOtatory  motion,  keeping  the  mcut.    The  difficulty  of  applying  the  forceps 

point  of  the  Uade  not  rigidly,  yet  closely,  to  is  most  frequently  occasioned  by  attempting 

the  beail  of  the  child,  by  raising  the  haudle  to  apply  them  too  soon,  or  by  passing  them 

toward  the  pubes.     In  this  manner  the  blade  in  a  wrong  direction,  or  by  entangling  the 

must  be  carried  gently  along  the  head  till  soft  parts  of  the  mother  between  the  instru- 

the  lock  readiBa  the  external  parts  near  the  ment  and  the  head  of  the  child,  against  all 

anterior  angle  of  the  pudendum.    The  point  which  accidents  wc  are  to  be  on  our  guard. 
of  the  blade,  while  introducing,  sometimes         **  When  the  forceps  are  first  locked,  they 

bitehes  upon  the  ear  of  the  child,  and  it  then  are  placed  backwards,  with  the  lock  close  to, 

reqpdrea  a  little  elevation.    But  when  it  has  or  just  within,  the  internal  surface  of  the 

passed  the  ear,  and  is  beyond  the  guidance  perineimi ;  and  they  con  have  no  support 

of  the  finger,  should  there  be  any  check  to  backwards,   except  the  little  which  is  af- 

the  tntrodncdon  either  of  this  or  the  other  forded  by  the  soft  parts.     The  first  action 

blade,  It  should  be  withdrawn  a  little,  to  give  with  them   should  therefore  be  made   by 

na  an  opportunity  of  discovering  the  cause  bringing  the  handles,  grasped  firmly  in  one 

of  the  obstacle,  which  we  must  never  strive  or  both  hands,  to  prevent  the  instrument 

to  Ofwoome  by  violence,  though  we  must  from  playing  upon  the  head  of  the  child, 

proseed  with  firmness.    When  the  first  blade  slowly  towards  tlie  pubes  till  they  come  to  a 

■  properly  introduced,  it  must  be  held  fidl  rest.  Having  waited  a  short  interval 
ateadily  in  its  place  by  pressing  the  handle  with  them  in  that  situation,  the  handles 
towweoM  the  pubes,  and  it  will  be  a  guide  in  must  be  carried  back  in  the  same  slow  but 
the  introduction  and  application  of  the  steady  manner  to  the  perineum,  exerting,  as 
aaeond  blade.  Let  the  second  blade  be  they  are  carried  in  the  different  situations, 
iolrodnoed  in  this  manner.  Keep  the  blade  a  certain  degree  of  extracting  force ;  and 
fint  introduced  m  its  place  with  the  two  after  waiting  another  interval,  they  are 
baier  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  and  carry  the  again  to  be  carried  towards  the  pubes,  ac- 
fne-fioger  of  the  same  hand  between  the  cording  to  the  direction  of  the  handles, 
f— ^rr""  and  head  of  the  child  ,as  high  as  Throughout  the  operation,  ewecially  the 
yon  can  reach.  Then  take  the  second  blade  first  port,  the  action  of  that  blade  of  the 
of  the  forceps  by  the  handle  in  the  right  forceps  originally  applied  towards  the  pubes 
band,  and,  conveying  the  point  between  the  must  be  stronger  and  more  extensive  than 
finger  placed  witiiin  the  perineum  and  the  the  action  with  the  other  blade,  this  having 
haiul  of  the  child,  conduct  the  instrument,  no  fulcrum  to  support  it,  and  chiefly  an- 
with  the  precautions  before  mentioned,  so  swcring  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  action 
for  that  the  lock  ah^  touch  the  interior  part    of  the  other  blade.      If   there  were  an^ 
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or  ihould  thejr  come  on  in  the  oovne  of  U,  ^*«wmva«  <ibva  vnno, 

tiie  foroept  ihould  only  be  acted  with  dnr.  IkUmnd^Jii.  nmmu^9  HmfUti. 

ing  the  oontiniiaiioe  of  the  peini ;  the  inteB-  n.  a             a           m      «  «»  a 

tion  being  not  only  to  nvplf  the  went  or  *^  »AinmL  Boiat,  Ei|.  F.KA 

faenfficicncy  of  the  pehw,  bnt  to  Mkm  AnManitegMB,  and 

them,  and  imitate  alao  the  mcnDer  in  wUdi  fcr|«i,alBLTh 

they  retam.    By  a  few  lepetitioM  of  fSUk  — — 

alternate  action  and  raat  beAM  dewribedy  «_  «»•»••••  /» 

weihaUaoonbeaendbleofttedeMsenter  mtimmaMW 

the  head;  and  it  win  be  proper  to  enmfaM  OsMTuaiXKr-tlM  ■■bJMt  to  wIMi 

▼eryfineqnently,  to  know  aapragfeaa  made,  attention  wae  dfaeeted  en  the  ItHt 

that  we  may  not  vae  mole  Ibrae  than  need*  v«  aiet,  ahall  be  naoeed  en  the  mmmk* 

fill,  nor  go  on  with  more  haete  than  may  be  Ton  wfll,  I  hafe  no  donbC»  tmmmkm  wtj 

expedient  or  nfe.     In  etery  eaee  we  ought  than  warning  yon 

to  proceed  alowly  and  ciraamapeetly,  not  petiort  who  haa  n 

forgetting  that  a  amalldigree  of  force,  eoa-  the  head  aa  ont  of  daofsrv  ommI^ 


tinned  for  a  long  time,  wiU  in  general  be  he  ahowa  no  aymptiwi  of  hjnnr  to 

eqniTalent  to  a  greater  force  haatUy  eierted«  bndn  dvipg  tiie  flrat  few  dayi.    fW ' 

and  with  infoiitely  leaa  detriaMnt  to  the  of  Mch  a  wandng  haa,  I  an  mnj  to 

mother  or  diild.     Bnt  after  aome  time,  been  too  tmthftAr  miimiid  ha  Ih 

ahonld  we  not  percel?e  the  head  to  deacend,  qnenoeof  theeaae  I  tiMndeteiid.    I 

the  force  hithorto  need  mnat  be  gradnaDy  wellaaytiiat.  In  theaecaaea,  w 

increaaed,  till  it  be  aaflciant  to  Oferoome  what  an  honr  nu^  bring  forth. 

the  obatacka  to  the  delireiy  of  the  patient,  we  laat  oMt  notfahig  oonU 

"  "        "  heed  of  tl 


It  waa  before  obaenred,  aa  the  heed  of  the    fovonrable  than  the 

diild  deaoended,  that  the  fooe  woold  be  ao-    hare  now  to  detail 

oordingly  tnmed  towarda  the.  hidlow  of  the    from  extenaive  eerdiral  Wo«.    I 

aacmm,  without  any  aim  or  amiafaiice  on    read  to  yon  my  notea  of  the  ««•  to  Ha  Imw' 

oar  part.     Of  ooaiae  the  poattion  i^  the    ndnation,  end  we  ean  ten  Anaa  Iha  pnn* 

handlea  of  the  ibroepa,  and  the  direction  In    tieal  and  phyaiologleal  potato  cf  fatonil 

which  we  ooght  to  actwitti  them,  durald    ralaed  by  ito  relation.  After  my  teBfi  gate 

alter ;  for  they  becoming  drat  more  dl^o>    84th,  yon  will  reuMmbar  we   §tm 

nal  or  oUiqne  with  reject  to  the  pelfie,    apuaientlj  going  on  well,  bnt  •§  >>i 

and  then  more  and   more  lateral,  oferr    pem  In  the  head,  I  ordeind ' 

change  in  their  poaition  will  remnre  a  m*    and  PIL  Bydrar.  gr«  ▼•  ble  ~ 

forently  directed  action,  beoanae  tne  handlaa       25th. — No  wone. 

ahonld  ever  be  anti^onlate  to  ea^  other.        26th. — ^I  raeeived  a 

In  proportion  abo  to  the  deaeant  of  te    dreaaer  Aying  that  the 

head  the  handlea  of  the  foicepe  ahonld  np-    bad  night,  and  waa  In  a  good 
proachneerertothepnbea;  aotet,  Inthe    hie  head,  for  whleh  ha  had  i.^_ 
D^ginning  of  the  operation,  thoqgh  we  acted    leechee.    I  aaw  him  at  1  r  Ji. 
In  the  direction  of  the  eadty  of  the  paivl^    haa  bean  reHefod  by  Aa  ~ 
tewarda  tlie  condnaion  we  ahonld  act  In    oowplaina  of  pain  at  the  < 
that  of  the  vagina.    When  we  fed  tiMt  we    the  right  orbit,  whleh  nrin  .. 
have  the  command  of  the  head,  by  iu  being    to  riae  npwarda  from  toe.  JaVt 
cleared  of  tiie  pelria,  and  the  external  parte    Ofver  the  head.    He  atatea  Ihi 
begin  to  be  diatended,  we  ought  to  act  yet    from  pain  In  the  neighhoHhoad  ef 
more  bIowIt,  eapedally  in  the  eaee  of  a  firat    wonnd ;  Ua  month  la  tender  tnm  A* : 
child,  or  there  wonid  be  great  danger  of  a    cary.    Aa  the  pain  haa  ao  ■ 
laoerttioa  of  the  aoft  paitii  and  Siia  cen    ra%k  character,  end  poaaih^( 
only  be  prevented  by  actineprery  deliberate    thia  aafivation,  I  ordered  the 
in  the  direction  of  the  VMUia — by  giviagthe    omitted,  end  the  fooe  to  be  f 
parts  time  to  diatend— ly  duly  eoppoitfav    which  an  ointment  contatoi^gi 
the  perineum,  which  is  the  pttt  dddly  hi    mbbed  Into  the  aide  of  the  foe 
danger,  with  the  palm  of  the  hand    bf    when  I  aaw  hba  ^gain,  ha  haid 
aootbing  and  moderating  the  hnny  end  e^    bv  the  foatientalion,  bnt  had 
forte  of  the  patient— and,  in  aome  caeca,  by    ofiBtaaent,  aa  there  waa  aotaqr 

abaolately  resisting  for  a  certain  thne  the    hoaoitaL    I  ordered  Inataadof  _  ^ 

paaaan  of  the  head  through  the  external    of  toe  aitract  of  beDadooMi  and  Ml,  la  %• 
parta.^'  nmdf  faito  an  ointment  and  nkbai '-^ '^ 


Pdr.  Jalap  00.  ai.  hia.  aaeto.  M.  &  C 
27to,  12  a.m.— PkdM  80,  aoft,! 
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weak  ;  eomplainB  of  hU  fordiead  and  the  pulie  Tery  ▼ariable,  sometimea  thready,  and 

aide  oi  the  head,  but  no  pain  in  the  neigh-  sometimes  a  little  fuller ;  cough  occasionally 

bomhood  of  the  wound.     His  countenance  occurred,  always  causing  Tiol^t  pain  in  the 

was  anzioiu  and  distressed ;  the  right  pupil  head. 

was  dilated ;  the  left  natund.    I  thought  at  28th,  9  a.m. — He  has  now  paralysis  of 

first  that  this  might  possibly  arise  from  the  the  whole  of  the  left  side  of  the  head,  body, 

application  of  the  bdladonna,  but  he  com-  and  left  extremity. 

plained  of  haiing  lost  the  feeling  in  his  left  He  knows  me :   complains  of  pain  in  his 
hand,  and  that  he  could  not  ky  hold  of  head,  and  wishes  to  sit  up  in  bed :  we  raised 
things  ao  rea^y  with  it.    I  need  hardly  say  him,  and  then  he  complained  of  being  faint.  I 
I  r^gMnded  this  circumstance  with  the  greatest  gave  him  a  Tery  little  weak  brandy  and 
eonoem,'  as  I  feared  the  worst  from  it.     He'  water,  and  ordered  some  sal  rolatile  occa- 
had  another  very  serious  symptom,  tic.  that  sionally.    His  pulse  is  weak :  100. 
on  Wng  do#n  he  complained  of  his  head  28th,  10  p.m. — Has  had  nine  fits  at  in- 
throbbing  violently.  tervals  during  the  day,  the  last  about  half 
I  ordaed  the  twenty  leeches  to  be  re-  an  hour  before  I  came  down ;  he  is  quite 
perted,  and  fire  gndns  of  blue  pill  twice  a  sensible  between  the   attacks  ;    the  sister 
day ;  tiie  head  to  oe  raised  in  bed.    Imme-  thinks  that  be  has  lost  some  power  in  the 
di^ely  I    quitted  the  ward  I   called  the  right  arm.   As  he  was  now  dozing  I  would 
attention  of  the  pupils  who  were  with  me  not  disturb  him ;  pulse  80,  small,  but  not 
to  the  aerioiis  chancter  of  his  symptoms,  very  feeble;  skin  hot.     In  one  of  the  fits 
and  gave  an  unfkTonrable  prognosis.  the  convulsions  were  very  slight,  and  con- 
At  8  P.M.  I  reoeiTed  a  message  from  the  fined  to  the  left  side  of  the  body,  and  he 
dreaaer,  infbnning  me  that  he  had  had  a  fit,  seemed  scarcely  to  lose  his  consciousness. 
SRBdiriben  I  arrived  I  ftmnd  him  just  recovering  I  learned  from  the  sister  that  she  had  ob- 
ftom  a  third  fit.    The  fits  were  not  preceded  served  twitching  of  the  muscles  on  the  Idft 
hj  any  acream,  bnt  in  every  other  respect  side  during  the  afternoon  of  yeaterday. 
tbey  were  all  of  k  true  epileptic  character.  On  Saturday  he  continued  sensible,  and 
Aj  soon  as  he  began  to  recover  his  senses  he  did  not  appear  to  lose  his  consciousness 
he  went  off  again,  and  just  previous  to  this  even  during  the  fits,  for  as  soon  as  the  con- 
he  heeame  very  violent,  and  was  with  diffi-  vulsions  ceued  he  would  take  up  his  hand. 
cnlty  letained  in  bed.     I  inquired  of  his  kerchief  and  wipe  his  mouth.    He  had  fits 
wilh  whether  lie  had  ever  been  subject  to  every  half  hour,  which  began  at  9  in  the 
cpOepay:  sheaaldno,  but  that  she  had  heard  morning  and  continued  till  4  in  the  after- 
fmn  fan  motlier  that  when  a  child  he  had  noon,  when  twelve  leeches  were  applied  to 
bem  flohject  to  fits.    Coupling  the  inva-  his  head,  and  he  had  no  more  till  1 1  o'clock 
akm  of  these  fits  wiUi  the  incipient  paralysis  at  night,  when  he  had  a  very  slight  one,  but 
ofaaerved  in  the  morning,  I  considered  it  not  at  12  he  had  a  very  severe  one,  which  con- 
impoaslble  tliat  there  was  some  irritation  tinned  one  hour ;  he  was  perfectly  conscious, 
from  tiie  internal  surface  of  the  fractured  and  breathing  natural ;  scarcely  ever  com- 
bone.    1  therefore  determined  to  trephine,  plained  of  his  head,  and  then  referred  the 
TUs  wai  accomplished  by  making  first  a  pain  to  the  right  brow, 
credat  incision  of  the  integuments,  and  then,  Sunday,  30th. — He  had  no  decided  fits, 
by  the  application  of  the  trephine  on  the  only  twitching  of  the  muscles  ;   remained 
lower  edge  of  the  fissure  in  the  parietal  bone,  sensible  till  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
After  the  removal  of  the  portion  cut  by  the  when  a  great  change  took  place ;  he  turned 
tiepldne»  I  removed  with  the  dressing  for-  very  pide,  and  had  more  twitching  of  the 
cepa  a  small  portion  of  bone  with  a  sharp  muscles,  and  at  twenty  minutes  after  four 
ed^  abont  the  size  of  a  thumb-nail,  from  had  a  fit,  which  lasted  an  hour  and  a  half. 
under  die  superior  edge  of  the  fissure  in  the  After  this  he  totaUy  lost  the  use  of  his 
internal  muhoe^  wluch  evidently  pressed  on  inferior  extremities ;  all  consciousness  left 
tiiednra  mater.   About  eight  ounces  of  blood  him,  and  he  did  not  have  another  fit,  but 
were  loet  at  the  'operation,  but  very  little  merely  twitching  of  the  muscles,  and  died  at 
afterwards.     I  performed  it  just  after  the  twenty  minutes  after  3,  on  the  1  at  of  May, 
eommenoeraent  of  the  fovath  fit,  as  I  found  moaning  a  great  deal  and  making  a  great 
lie  waa  too  excited  after  he  recovered  from  noise,  but  for  one  hour  before  he  died  he 
one  to  permit  any  operation  willingly.     He  never  spoke. 

hsd  one  fit  shortly  after  it  was  completed,  Pott-moriem,  May  Ist,  1  p.m. — Head, 

but  no  more  during  the  night.    The  dresser,  After  the  cranium  was  sawn  through,  about 

Mr.  Tixot,  sat  up  with  him,  and  he  tells  me  half  an  ounce  of  yellow  pus  escaped,  while 

that  the  patient  complained  of  a  good  deal  endeavouring  to  detach  it  from   the  dura 

of  pun  in  his  head,  referring  it  principally  mater.    When  this  was  done  we  found  the 

to  the  forehead  and  eyebrow,  but  sometimes  internal  table  of  the  skull  fractured  more 

to  the  back  part,  near  the  wound ;  he  dozed  extensively  than  the  outer  table,  split  inward 

St  latervab,  and  then  awoke  with  pain;  from  the  upper  edge  of  the  fracture.    A 
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portion  of  this  table  whidi  was  thus  split  I  could  have  hesitated  to  use  the  trephine.     It 

had  removed  with  the  dressiiig  forceps  after  is,  then,  a  question  for  onr  consideration  why 

using    the  trephine.     The  portion  which  this  condition  was  not  detected,  and  how  far 

rem^ed   could   not   have  been  removed  it  would  be  desirable  to  adopt  a  different 

without  some  force,  as  they  were  only  par-  course  when  a  similar  case  oomes  before  us. 
tially  separated  from  the  surrounding  c>one.         As  a  post-mortem  examination  does  not 

At  the  time  of  the  operation  I  did  not  demonstratetheamonntof  lesion  of  the  brain 

detect  this  further  depression,  from  a  fear  of  at  the  time  of  his  admission,  for  much  that 

separating  the  dura  mater  more  than  was  we  now  observe  is  the  result  of  subsequent 

absolutely  necessary.    But  the  appearance  inflammation  and  gangrene,  let  us  endeavour, 

of  this  bone  certainly  teaches  us  that  we  are  reasoning  from  other  cases  and  the  physiology 

warranted  in  such  cases  (even  in.  the  absence  of  the  stSiject,  to  establish  this  point, 
of  depression  of  the  outer  table,  and  the        At  the  time  of  his  admission  it  is  very 

removal  of  the  portions  which  are  found  at  dear  that  the  internal  table  of  the  skull  was 

the  edge  of  the  opening  made  by  the  tre«  more  extensively  fractured  than  the  outer, 

phine),  in  searching  carefully  for  any  fur-  and  that  the  fractured  portions  were  partially 

ther  portions  that  may  have  been  separated,  depressed.    Notwithstanding  the  entire  ab- 

Opposite  this  fracture  there  was  a  small  sence  of  all  symptoms  of  compression,  these 
opening  in  the  dura  mater  of  the  size  and  symptoms,  as  almost  universally  agreed  to  by 
shape  of  the  extremity  of  the  nail  of  the  little  surgeons,  consist  of  an  entire  loss  of  con- 
finger,  through  which  some  softened  brownish-  sdousness;  thementalfacultiesare  smothered, 
coloured  brain  was  exuding.  On  turning  and  they  cannot  be  roused.  Many  of  the 
back  the  dura  mater,  we  found  on  the  same  functions  of  vegetative  life  are  also  interfered 
side  the  whole  surface  of  the  arachnoidea  with,  the  breathing  is  laboriousand  stertorous, 
investiens  covered  with  healthy  yellow  pus.  not  unfrequently  the  sphincters  are  relaxed, 
The  arachnoidea  reflexa  linkig  the  dura  and  the  excretions  areevacuated  involuntarily, 
mater  was  coated  with  a  thick  layer  of  pus.  There  ^re  sometimes  other  symptoms,  but 
so  tenacious  that  it  almost  amounted  to  a  these  are  the  most  common, 
false  membrane.  You  will  naturally  say,  if  such  are  the 

The  brain,  corresponding  to  the  seat  of  symptoms  of  compression,  why  were  they 

fracture,  was  much  discoloured.   The  centre  entirely  absent  in  this  case,  where  we  see  that 

of  this  discolouration  was  of  a  dark,  dirty  the  inner  table  was  depressed  and  driven  in 

brownish  hue,  of  a  semi-liquid  consistency,  upon  the  brain  ?  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 

gradually  becoming  firmer,  and  shaded  off  the  acknowledged  symptoms  of  compression 

to  a  dingy  pinkish  colour  towards  the  cir-  depend  upon  the  extent  of  the  hemispherical 

cumference,  which  was  spotted  with  deep  ganglion  which  is  pressed  upon  suddenly,  and 

bloody  points :  an  horizontal  section  of  the  that  ifonlya  very smallportionof  this  ganglion 

brain  about  half  an  inch  from  the  surface  is  pressed  upon,  then  its  functions  are  not 

showed  this  veir  distinctly.    The  disorga-  naturally  impaired,  in  this  case,  and  many 

nization  eztendea  downwards  into  the  lateral  others  that  might  be  quoted  :  nevertheless, 

ventricle  at  the  commencement  of  the  de-  you  must  not  consider  it  more  than  an  hypo- 

scending  and  posterior  comua,  involving  a  thesis  of  my  own,  and  not  as  an  established 

portion  of  the  transverse  commissure,  but  principle.  Nevertheless,  I  conceive  this  is  the 

not  either  the  thalamus  or  corpus  striatum,  only  tjiily  physiological  explanatioA  of  this 

The  surface  of  the  brain,  where  the  arach-  apparent  anomaly. 

noidea  had  been  covered  with  pus,  was  The  splintered  portion  of  the  skull  lace- 
slightly  softened  In  many  places,  but  most  rated  the  dura  mater  to  a  very  small 
so  over  the  inferior  edge  of  the  anterior  extent,  and  to  about  the  same  extent, 
lobes  of  the  right  hemisphere.  but  no  more,  was  the  hemispherical  ganglion 

The  hemispherical  ganglion  was  scarcely,  originally  injured.    The  meduIUury  or  fibrous 

if  at  all,  altered  in  its  condition ;  its  colour  substance  beneath  was  so  shaken  that  blood 

was  healthy,  neither  paler  nor  deeper  than  was  effused  in  small  points,  as  may  sometimes 

usual ;  the  edge,  in  some  situations,  was  con-  be  observed  in  cases  of  simple  concussion 

verted  into  a  grevish-greenish  tint,  which  without  fracture.    You  will  be  surprised,  on 

Dr.  Hodgkin  attributed  to  a  post-mortem  relbrring  to  treatises  on  injuries  of  the  head, 

action  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  to  find  so  many  cases  recorded  in  which  very 

The  pia  mater  and  arachnoid  on  the  left  serious  injuries  to  the  brain  have  been  un- 

hemisphere   were   both    perfectly  healthy,  attended  by  serious  symptoms  of  disturbed 

and  also  on  the  surface  of  both  hemispheres,  intellect,  but,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  from 

where  they  are  in  contact  with  the  folx  major,  the    loose    mode    in    which    post-mortem 

If  the  nature  of  the  fracture  in  this  case,  appearances  are  almost  invariably  detailed, 
and  the  injury  inflicted  on  the  brain  and  its  they  are  all  cases  in  which  the  injury  is  eon- 
membranes,  as  demonstrated  by  this  post-  fined  to  the  base  of  the  brain,  or  the  hemi- 
mortem  examination,  could  have  been  ascer-  spherical  ganglion    has  been    but    slightly 
tainedat  the  tiiae  of  i^  udinuaQn,  no  one  injured  in  the  first  instance.    It  is  a  pity  that 
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who  htn  wiittn  oa  this  mliject    correnceof  the  injury,  and  though  he  was  not 
Aoold  htm  B^gteoted  to  state  the  exact    bled  from  the  arm,  for  he  never  had  a  poise 
of  tke  sw^Swt  fagured,  for  this  fact  is    exhibiting  sufficient  vascular  action  to  justify 


ttguStf  tmnoitant  in  its  phyaiologicsl  as  it  is  it,  148  leeches  were  applied  to  the  head. 

in  Ito  pstKoiorifsl  beanng  i   the  ignorance  Hie  cough  was  much  subdued  by  the 

of  it  HfingiBaMed  some  wisll-mesning  but  ipecacuanha  and  conium  pill,  a  blister,  and 

fcoUsh  peoplB  to  quote  snch  uses  hi  prmif  of  the  tincture  of  iodine  to  the  chest. 

tbflir  tliBorT  tiiat  the  bnin  is  not  the  organ  Bat  still  the  mischief  went  on,  and  thus  I 

of  Ike  miBd— not  distinguishing  between  the  beliere  tlie  fibrous    medulla   boieath    the 

ginglhw  idiidi  is  oomMoted  trith  the  mind,  hemispherical  ganglion  bemne  softened,  as 

and  those  mbiA  are  not.    The  following  case,  indicated  on  the  eleventh  day,  by  slight  loss 

qnoted  by   Mr,  Guthrie  from  Dupuytren,  of  sensation  in  the  left  hand.     If  the  medulla 

ulBitanteB  my  view  of  this  subject.  had  been  materially  altered  in  its  texture,  at 

A  jong  van  had  reoeiTed  a  wound  in  the  the  time  of  his  admission,  by  the  blow,  Uiere 

bead  fkom  a  knUb,  which  healed  in  the  usual  must  have  been  paralysis  at  that  time,  and 

way.  hnili^  only  a  little  pain  which  occurred  the  fkct  of  its  not  appearing  till  the  eleventh 

oeesrionaUy  nmnd  the  daitrix.    Some  years  day  shews  how  slbwly  the  softening  and  dis- 

alter  he  waSibrooght  to  the  Hdtel  Dieu  in  a  organisation  must  hare   proceeded.     The 

of  stopefttttion,  with  which  he  had  been  softening  incrensed,  and  then  an  epileptic  fit 


anddenly  edied.     An  incision  haying  been  takes  place,  quickly  succeeded  by  another^ 

■■do  tnrofogh  the  cicatrix^  the  point  of  a  and  another,  and  another,  until,  by  means  of 

Ufb  was  seen  stlrking  in  the  bone,  the  re-  openings  made  with  the  trephine,  a  splinter  of 

■oval  of  wUch  gave  no  relief.    The  trephine  bone  was  removed. 

wm  then  appUed  without  any  result.    The  The  principal  cause  of  irritation  is  re- 

lyab  conthming  on  the  opposite  side  to  moved,  and  one  more  fit  occurs  immediately, 

on  wUeli  the  wound  had  been  received,  and  then  they  cease  for  about  twelve  hours, 

tiioogfat  right  to  open  the  dura  mater,  when  they  again  recur,    and    though  oc- 

len  to  plunge  the  knife  into  the  brain,  casionally  stopped  for  a  short  period  by  local 

when  a  laige  qnvntity  of  pus  escaped.    The  blood-letting,  they  return  at  intervals,  until 

panivaie  oeased  that  night ;  he  recovered  his  the  patient  becomes  quite  insensible,  rcmain- 

■peeA,  beeame  sensible,  and  entirely,  though  ing  so  for  twelve  hours  previous  to  his 

gradually,  recovered.  death.    This  loss  of  consciousness  I  attri- 

In  tktt  case  we  may  conclude,  from  the  bute  to  the  pus  we  found  efiuscd  on  the 

■oeounty  that  the  ganglion  was  only  injured  surface  of  the  brain,  for  until  the  pus  was 

to  tiie  extent  of  the  breadth  and  thickness  of  effused  there  was  nothing  to  interfere  with 

the  knlfey  and  no  disturbance  of  the  mind  the  hemispherical  ganglion,  and  therefore 

fcHonod  nntfl   an  abscess  formed,  which,  nothing  to  affect  the  intellect ;  and  neither  tho 

fveniiig  on  the  ganglion  from  within,  indi-  quantity  or  quality  of  the  pus  was  such  as 

Cited  Ite  piesenoe  by  the  stupefaction  and  might  not  have  b^  effused  in  the  course  of 

panlyrii  ttat  followed.  twelve  or  fifteen  houra  at  the  longest.     I 

Tbe  OfMOBtion  of  the  matter  relieved  the  think  the  inflammatory  action  which  caused 

the  senses  returned,  and  the  para-  it  was  occasioned  by  the  epileptic  fits,  and 

not  the  cause  of  them.    The  cause  of  the  fits 

tide  explanation  of  the  fact  that  I  believe  is  to  be  found  in  the  softening  and 

you  do  meet  with  cases  of  depression  of  the  gangrene  of  the  fibrous  or  conducting  sub- 

tnUe  of   the  skull   without    the   ordinary  stance  of  the  brain. 

witpM  of  oompreMion  of  the  brain,  be  true  in  Taking  this  view  of  the  progress  of  the 
ite  phyddogy  or  not,  the  fact  itself  is  a  case,  we  cannot  avoid  the  conclusion  that  if 
BMMl  important  one  for  you  to  remember,  for  this  patient  had  been  trephined  when  he  was 
ite  pieeaeal  bearings.  I  shall  again  advert  first  admitted  he  would  have  had  a  bet- 
to  tt  wlien  I  criticise  my  treatment  of  the  cose,  ter  chance  of  recovery  than  by  postponing 
On  nlierring  back  to  its  progress,  you  will  it ;  and  though  it  is  impossible  to  say 
nbcr  that  on  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  days  whether  the  brain  was  or  wos  not  so  much 
tiie  accident,  he  was  almost  free  from  injured  at  first  as  to  have  been  irremediable, 
symptoms  :  so  well  indeed  hod  the  I  candidly  confess  that  I  do  not  believe 
CMOgone  on, « that  my  friend  Mr.  Travers,  it  was  ;  for  if  such  hod  been  the  case  there 
wte>  had  watdied  it  with  some  interest,  con-  must  have  been  some  symptoms  of  such  a 
gratahted  me  on  the  favourable  result  of  the  lesion,  and  it  is  astonishing  from  what  serious 
antidpetory  treatment  which  I  liad  adopted,  lesion,  both  primary  and  secondary,  the  brain 
It  may  be  iairiy  considered  that  these  onti-  will  recover.  No,  gentlemen,  I  believe  that 
phlogistic  measures  which  were  practised  so  most  all  the  disorganization  which  tho 
early  steyed  for  the  time  the  invasion  of  in-  post-mortem  examination  exhibited  in  the 
flemmaiory  action,  though  they  did  notentirely  right  hcinisj)here  of  the  brain  was  the  result 
■met  it.  His  system  was  brought  under  the  of  inflammatory  action,  excited  by  the  irri- 
inllaenoe  of  mercury  within  24  hour«  of  the  oc-  tstion  of  tiic  fractured  skull,  and  portiy  ke;»t 
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np  and  aggraTated  by  the  concussions  oc-  Suipcal  Lectures,  we  need  not  be  surprised 
casioned  by  the  >cough.  The  number  of  that  subsequent  teachers  of  surgery  should 
cases  on  record  in  which  patients  have  re-  have  felt  the  necessity  of  warning  their 
coTered  whose  brains  have  been  seriously  pupils  of  the  too  free  use  of  the  trephine, 
wounded,  when  the  cause  of  irritation  hais  '*  As  we  cannot  tell  for  certain  at  the  time," 
been  removed,  should  encourage  you  to  make  says  Mr.  Hunter,  "whether  the  symptoms 
the  attempt  as  early  as  possible  to  reUere  arise  from  concussion,  compression,  or  from 
your  patient,  if  you  can  discover  that  any  extravasation  of  blood,  it  may  be  more  ad- 
cause  of  irritation  exbts.  The  difficulty  in  visable  to  trepan,  at  the  operation  can  do  no 
the  present  case  was  to  ascertain  the  fact  of  harm," 
depression  of  the  internal  table.  Mr.  Lawrence  relates  an  interesting  case 

lliere  is  no  point  in  suigical  practice  re-  in  a  clinical  lecture,  published  in  the  Mkoi- 

garding  which  there  is  and  has  been  so  much  cal  Gazbttk,  vol.  xxi.  p.  345,  of  a  boy 

difference  of  opinion  as  the  use    of   the  who  recovered  without  operation,  in  whom 

trephine.    Mr.  Abemethy's  Tkvatise  on  lA-  the  skull  was  fractured  and  depressed,  the 

juries  of  the  Head  was  called  forth  in  oonse-  brain  wounded,  and  portions  of  it  extrava- 

quence  of  the  difference  of  opinion  regarding  sated  through  a  laceration  of  the  scalp.     *  *  In 

the  line  of  practice  that  ought  to  be  followed  this  case  Mr.  Lawrence  says,  as  the  bone 

in  particular  cases.     He  relates  seven  cases  was    here  evidently  and  considerably  de- 

of  fracture,  with  depression,  which  occurred  pressed,  and  as  it  was  also  probably  driven 

within  onetwelvemonthatSt.  Bartholomew's,  m  upon  the  brain,  it  would,  I  believe,  have 

that  recovered  withoutanyoperation,'*  show-  accorded  with  the  principles  of  treatment 

ing  that  a  slight  dqpree  of  pressure  does  not  generally  admitted,  to  have  performed  an 

derange  the  Amotions  of  the  brain,  for  a  operation  for  the  purpose  of  elevating  and 

limited  period  at  any  rate,  after  its  ^>plica-  removing  depressed  and  detached  portions 

tion."  After  relating  other  cases,  he  goes  on  of  the  bone.' 

to  say — ^"Such  cases  ought  to  deter  sur-  "  The  considerations  which  determined  me 
geons  from  elevating  the  bone  in  every  in-  to  do  this  were,  the  fiaivourable  state  of  the 
stfudce  of  slight  depression,  since  by  the  patient  generally,  and  in  particular  the  ab- 
operation  they  must  inflict  a  further  injury  sence  of  all  symptoms  indicating  compres- 
upon  their  patients,  the  consequence  of  which  sion  of  the  brain;  the  specimens  in  patho- 
it  is  impossible  to  estimate.  From  all,  logical  collections,  of  very  extensive  inju- 
therefbre,  that  I  have  learned  finom  books,  ries  of  the  skull  repaired  by  a  natural  pro- 
as well  as  from  the  observations  I  have  made  cess ;  the  smallness  of  the  external  wound, 
in  practioe  and  from  reasomng  upon  the  which  brought  this  case  nearly  into  the  state 
subject,  I  am  disposed  to  join  in  opinion  of  simple  fracture ;  the  extensive  indsion  of 
with  those  surgeons  who  are  against  tre-  the  integuments,  and  exposure  of  the  bone, 
phining  in  slight  depressions  of  the  skull,  or  dura  mater,  and  brain,  which  an  operation 
small  extravawtions  of  the  dura  mater."  would  have  involved ;   and  the  almost  in- 

Benjamin  Bell,  whose  System  of  Surgery  variable  fatal  termination  of  such  proceed- 

was  published  in  1801,  says,  **  Hitherto  it  ings  within  my  own  experience  in  hospital 

has  oeen  a  general  rule  to  consider  the  ^>-  practice." 

plication  of  the  trepan  as  necessary  in  every  Dr.  Hennen,  in  his  admirable  work  on 
fissure,  whether  any  symptoms  of  a  com-  Military  Surgery,  relates  many  cases  to  show 
pressed  brain  have  occurred  or  not,  but  that  the  trephine  should  not  be  used,  even 
due  attention  to  the  real  nature  of  the  fissure,  when  the  bone  is  evidently  depressed,  in 
and  to  the  effects  most  likely  to  result  from  the  absence  of  symptoms.  He  says,  p.  288, 
perforating  the  skull,  will  show,  that  although  *'  We  have  here  sufficient  proof  that  there 
fissures  may  be  frequently,  combined  with  is  no  absolute  necessity  for  trqianning 
such  symptoms  as  require  the  trepan,  yet  merely  for  depressed  bones  from  gunshot, 
that  they  are  not  always,  or  necessarily  so ;  although  few  would  be  so  hardy  as  not  to 
and  unless  when  sudi  symptoms  actually  remove  all  fragments  that  came  easily  and 
exist,  that  this  operation,  instead  of  afford-  readily  away."  You  will  do  well  to  read 
ing  relief,  must  frequently  do  harm ;  for  it  is  all  the  cases  which  he  relates,  and  in  the 
by  no  means  calculated  for,  or  in  any  respect  hope  that  most  of  you  will  dp  so  I  will  only 
adequate  to,  the  prevention  of  these  symp-  quote  one  short  history  in  connection  with 
toms,  and  I  hate  already  endeavoured  to  ue  case  before  us.  "  A  soldier  was  shot 
show  that  laying  tiie  brain  bare  is  never  to  In  the  head  in  the  Canadian  campaign.  A 
be  considered  as  harmless,  and  therefore  that  fracture  was  the  consequence,  with  a  de- 
it  should  never  be  advised  but  where  it  is  pression  of  not  less  than  an  inch  and  a  half; 
probable  that  some  advantage  mav  be  derived  out  as  no  untoward  symptom  occurred  no 
from  it."  In  the  present  day  these  obser-  operation  was  had  recourse  to.  This  man 
vations  of  Mr.  Bell  seem  almost  superfluous,  recovered,  and  went  to  the  rear,  where,  at 
bat  when  we  find  such  precepts  as  the  fol-  a  distance  of  several  weeks  afterwards,  he 
lowing  inculcated  by  John  Hunter  in  hit  got  an  attack  of  ^T«ni\i&  tiom  ^xcAselve 
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UoUBg^  Hid  dU.    At  tte  rilgtww^i  of  exuninition   the    inner  table   wai   found 

tfc<hrfHatfceliriinwnrtniiipiyiaq>ected^  broken,    leparated  from  the  diploe,    and 

Iim|bIi7  wm  ■■da  div  dndi,  and  on  driven  into  the  brain,  which  was  at  that  part 

I  it  WM  fB«nd  lo%ed  In  the  coipns  Mft,  jellow,  and  in  a  itate  of  rappnration." 

"  After  rriatiDg  tereral  other  instmctiTe  caaes 

Ifr. GatMe.  Iii Ui  Intel eaUug  andTaloaUe  -bearing  on  this  point,  he  says, '  *  the  principle 

mk  OK  Iqvkiof  the  Head, lately  pnbUshed,  being  bid  down  that  it  is  right  and  proper  to 

aaikM  naae  cseeUent  lemarlu  on  the  best  examine  all  soch  woands  with  a  blant  flat 

■ode  of  proeeedfng  in  tiieae  obscnre  cases,  probe,  in  order   to    ascertain  if   possible 

"1beiBBertaUo,(8ayaMr.  Guthrie)  is  some-  whether  the   inner    table  is  depmsed  or 

times  bfokaa  in  «  peenllar  manner,  to  wluch  broken,  the  qaestion  necessarily  arises,  what 

1  bdlete  ■tientioa  hat  only  been  drawn  by  is  to  be  done  when  such  depression  and 

■yidf  ia  my  lectnrea,  since  trepanning  hsia  breaking  down  of  the  inner  table  is  ascer- 

eaand  to  be  tlie  rule  in  all  cases  of  fracture,  tained  to  have  taken  place  ?  There  can  be  no 

h  flien  cnei  the  aknll  is  nt  rather  than  hesitation  in  answering  that  in  all  such  cases 

bnhBB  by  a  i^Munp  eutting  instrument  such  the  trephine  should  be  applied,  although  no 

M  an  aae*  awocd,    fte.,  just  in  Cut  as  a  piece  symptoms  should  exist,  with  the  Tiew  of  an- 

ef  wood  mUit  be,  wUle  the  inner  table,  like  ticipating  them." 

a  pfaee  of  pam  or  brittle  steel,  is  broken  and  '*  Tlieold  doctrine,  it  maybe  said,  in  regard 
■WMlMcd  faiwaids.      "lliese  caaes,  says  to  fractures  generally,  is  revived  in  these 
Mr.  Guthrie,  sboold  be  examined  carefully,  cases,  but  on  a  principle  with  which  our  pre  - 
ThelspBtiiaf  the  wound  on  the  top,  or  side,  decessors  were  not  sufficiently  acquainted, 
or  anj  part  of  the  bead  which  is  curved  and  A  patient  very  often  survives  a  mere  de- 
Mt  fcft.  will  readily  show  to  what  depth  the  pression  of  the  skull ;  he  may,  and  occasion- 
avoid  or  axe  bas  penetrated.    A  blunt  or  ally  does,  survive  a  greater  depression  of  the 
iaft.  ended  probe  should  in  such  cases  be  inner  than  the  outer  table ;  but  I  do  not 
eanlUly  passed  into  the  wound,  and  being  believe  that  he  ever  does  survive  and  remain 
fsadj  praand  against  one  of  the  cut  edges  in  tolerable  health,  after  a  depression  with 
of  the  bone,  Its  tliifknfss  may  be  measured,  fracture  of  the  inner  table,  when  portions  of 
snd  tiie  prfariwe  or  absence  of  the  inner  it  have  been  driven  into  the  dura  mater.     If 
tsUe  may  thns  be  sscertained.     If  it  should  cases  could  be  advanced  of  complete  recovery 
be  aepanled  from  the  diploe,  the  continued  after  such  injuries,  I  should  not  consider 
bat  earsAd  insertion  of  the  probe  will  detect  them  as  superseding  the  practice  recom- 
it  dseper  In  ttie  wound ;  a  further  careful  mended,  unless  they  were  so  numerous  as  to 
larosn^atlnn  will  show  the  extent  in  length  establish  the  fact  that  wounds  of  the  dura 
flf  this  aeparatkm,  altiiou^  not  in  width,  mater  and  brain  are  not  extremely  dangerous. 
Birf^JH,  ball  probability,  satisfy  the  surgeon  I  have  refierred  purposely  to  many  cases  in 
that  Ihsae  portions  of  bone  which  have  thus  which  a  cure  was  effected  after  a  lapse  of 
bans  broken  and  driven  in  are  sticking  in  time  by  the  bone  being  removed ;  but  they 
er  bffitatiag  the  brain.     In  many  such  cases  rather  support  than  invalidate  the  principle 
than  bes  not  been  more  than  a  momentary  I  have  incmlcated.    There  are  great  objec- 
^■yiMiiig  fdt  by  the  patient ;  he  says  he  is  tions,  I  admit,  to  the  trephine  being  applied 
free  ftoai  symptoms,  that  he  is  not  much  in  ordinary  cases  of  fhu^ture,  which  are  not 
and  Is  sstisfied  he  shall  be  well  in  a  few  attended  by  symptoms  of  further  mischief ; 
"  but  the  nature  of  the  cases  which  I  have 
'*  An  ofBcer  was  struck  on  the  head  in  particularly  referred  to  having  been  ascer- 
HsHfax,  Mora  Scotia,  by  a  drunken  woman  tained,  I  maintain  that  the  practice  should  be 
vllh  •  tOBuhawk  or  small  Indian  hatchet,  prompt  and  decisive  in  every  instance  in 
wbldi  made  a  perpendicular  cut  into  his  which  the  surgeon  is  satisfied  that  there  is 
left  parlatsl  bone  and  knocked  him  down,  not  merely  a  slight  depression  or  separation 
Aa  be  soon  recovered  flnom  the  blow,  and  of  the  inner  table,  bat  that  several  points  of 
auliwed  nothing  but  the  ordinary  symptoms  it  are  driven  into  the  dura  mater." 
of  •  eommon  wound  of  the  head  with  frac-  I  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to 
I,  it  was  oonndered  to  be  a  favourable  dwell  very  fully  on  the  justifiableness  of  the 
and  was  treated  nmply,  although  with  use  of  the  trephine  in  such  fractures  of  the 
ieot  precaution.  '  He  aat  up  and  shaved  skull  where  there  is  an  absence  of  cerebral 
biasaelf  until  the  fourteenth  day,  when  he  symptoms,  lest  I  should  have  practically 
observed  that  the  corner  of  his  mouth  on  misled  you  by  attaddng  too  much  import* 
tte  opposite  side  to  that  on  wUch  he  had  ance  to  this  circumstance  in  my  former 
been  wounded  was  fixed,  and    the  other  lecture.    Nevertheless,  I  cannot  recommend 
drawn  aside,  snd  that  he  had  not  the  free  the  use  of  the  trephine  in  any  case,  unless 
of  tiie  right  arm,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  you  have  very  dedded  evidence  of  a  wounded 
.    He  was  bled  largely,  but  the  symp-  dura  mater  from  splintered  portions  of  the 
,.,.»  increased  until  he  lost  the  use  of  the  inner  table.   '*  If  there  be  any  doubt,"  says 
i%fat  side,  became  comatote,  and  died.    On  the  some  authority,  '*  on  the  mind  of  the 
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surgeon  whether  there  are,  or  are  not,  any  depressed  bone  driven  under  the  edge  of  the 

portions  depressed  and  irritating  the  brain  upper  portion  of  the  parietal  bone,  and  as  it 

or  its  membranes,  he  should  wait ;  and  in  this  was  evident  that  it  could  not  be  removed 

it  is  that  the  real  difference  between  modem  witiiout  a  larger  opening  in  the  skull,  I  de- 

gurgery  and  that  of  the  olden  time  eidsts,  termined,  with  the  advice  of  Mr.  Green,  to 

with  respect  to  adults.  trephine  the  craidum,  and  rdmove  it.    The 

The  nature  of  the  fracture  in  this  case  operation  was  performed  without  difficulty, 

rendered  it  almost  impossible  to  ascertain  and  with  scarcely  any  expression  of  pain  on 

the  fact  of  fracture  of  the  inner  table  by  the  part  of  the  patient, 

means  of  the  probe,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Three  pieces  were  removed,  two  about  the 

Guthrie.  site  of  a  square  inch,  one  the  sixe  of  a  fin- 

You  will  perceive,  gentlemen,  from  these  ger-nail,  besides  the  portion  removed  by  the 

few  quotations,  that  there  is  still  considerable  trephine.    A  smaller,  but  very  sharp,  por- 

difference  of  opinion  as  to  any  general  rule  tion  was  driven  through  the  dura  mater  and 

for  the  use  of  the  trephine  in  fracture  of  the  wounded  the  brain.    The  immediate  effect 

skull.    It  musty  indeed,  be  admitted  that  of  the  removal  of  the  bone  was  very  strik- 

no  general  rule  can  be  laid  down,  but  that  ing.    The  patient  at  once  complained  of 

every  surgeon  must  be  guided  by  the  pecu-  pain,  and  articulated  quite  distinctly,  which 

liar  circumstances  of  each  particular  case,  he  could  not  do  before  the  operation.    The 

bearing  in  mind  that  there  are  cases  of  uyury  sensibility  of  the  skin  of  the  thigh  was  also 

of  the  brain  in  which  the  trephine  may  be  restored,  as  he  felt    my  fingers  when    I 

required,  though  all  the  symptoms  of  eom^  touched  hun,  though  not  so  distinctly  as  in 

pregrion  are  absent.     Such  cases,  it  is  true,  the  perfect  state.    The  arterial  blood  flowed 

are  rare,  and  their  diagnosis  difficult,  but  it  very  freely,  but  the  bleeding  did  not  last 

is  only  by  the  remembrance  of  their  ooca-  long  after  the  removal  of  the  bone, 

ri^  existence  that  you  will  ever  detect  ^^^^  ^  ^^   ^^^^    ^   ^   ^^ 

And,  on  the  other  hand,  scarcely  any  V^^  ^^^  ••»  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^  **"* 

extent  of  wound  of  the  skull,  the  brain,  and  wound. 

its  membranes,  accompanied  with  unequivo-  H  p.m.— Much  the  same  as  when  I  left 

cal  depression  of  bone,  should  discourage  bim ;  luui  been  doxing. 

you  from  the  operation,  if  the  functions  of  14th,  1  p.m. — Not  quite  so  sensible  as 

vegetative  life  are  not  so  seriously  interfered  yesterday ;   skin  hot ;   very  thirsty ;  pulse 

with  as  to  make  a  fiital  result  inevitable;  120;  has  taken  six  doses  of  calomel ;  mouth 

for  the  records  of  surgery  teem  with  cases  slightly  affected ;  mercurial  foetor ;  bowels 

showing  from  what  serious  injury  of  the  open  once  pretty  fineely. 

The  foU<nniig  c«,  which  «ome  of  you  Uteri  irirtro  et. 

may  remember,  will  come  under  this  head,  «.         ..        «^a. 

and  also  illustrate  the  usual  symptoms  of  ^  p.m.— Has  been  dosing  aU  the  after- 

compnsssion,  and  the  first  effect  of  such  an  »<><»  5  compWns  of  his  head  frfiea  roosed ; 

operation  cannot  speak  distinctly,  but  his  answers  are 

James 'white.  Kt.  49,  was  admitted  faito  rational;  skin,  vcnr  hot ;   pulse  140,  sharp 

St.  Thomas's  Hospital  at  half-past  9,  a.m.  ■""  ""^  ?  ^^T  thirsty, 

of  the  13th  of  July,  1842,    When  I  visited  Ordered— V.S.  ad  Jxvj.  Enema  Communis, 

him  at  12,  I  found  him  with  an  incised  ir»«wi.-«j  i.;».iuiir  i^  .»•«,«..  f«  ».« :« 

fissured  fracture  of  the. k^l  on  t^^^  ^i5th.-Much  the  samTTstai  sensible,  and 

extendm^from  the  occipital  bone  across  the  j^j^  ^f  paimi  in  his  head  ;    mouth 

parietal  bone  and  coronal  suture  mto  the  !™£jT!IL  unJar 

frontal  bone.    The  bram  was  oosing  out  at  ■**"**/  ■*'  imamr. 

the  posterior  portion  of  the  fissure,  and  it  Hirud.  xxx.  eapiti. 

was  reported  that  he  had  lost  a  large  quantity  igth. — Scarcely  any  difference  in  his  con- 

of  blood.  Hie  wound  was  inflicted  withalarge  dition;   says  his  head  is  not  so  painful  ; 

biU-hookashelaTasl6flp(byamanwhoin.  ^ound  gaping;    no  fungus  cerebri.    Mr. 

tended  robbhighlm.;  When  admitted  he  was  Green  advised  my  not  pushing  the  mercury 

quite  sensible,  and  answered  all  questions  ra-  ftirther,  and  to  apply  a  poultice  instead  of 

ti<mally,  but  when  I  saw  him  about  two  hoUH  the  lint,  considering  it  of  great  Importance 

•ubsequenUy  it  was  difllcult  to  rouse  him,  ^  estabUsh  suppuration, 

and  his  answers  were  not  dear.    The  mus-  ^  .      ,     ^                                      .    , 

des  of  his  free  were  paralysed  both   as  Ordered — Cataplasms  Panis.  To  omit  the 

regards  sensation  and  motion,  for  he  was  mercury. 

9oi/9  oaconsdous  of  my  toocbiog him,  even  19th,  10  a.m. — ^Much  the  same:  pulse 

ttrhea  Ipiacbed  him  sbarplf.     On  examint-  120 ;  skin  very  hot ;  complains  of  pain  in 

tfoa  of  the  wound  I  fdmid  a  portion  of  tliehead. 
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Oitoed  Hlrad.  zn.  >ng  the  doim  mater  when  It  ho  been  exporod 

M  r.M..— SinUivi    qnite  ntioml,  but  ^  ^  ^P>uiie,  in  Ihoie  caaei  in  which  there 

Wfj  low,  on  wuvdj  ■nnrar ;    pulse  too  ""ynpto™  of  pus  beneath  its  surface. 

qiiriek  to  eout ;  gave  Urn  two  ounces  of  ^^ ,  "J'  mater,  when  exposed  by  the 

hid  wy  little  effbet  npon  his  f""?^"!  <>'*  portion  of  the  slLnll,wiU  be  seen 

..idared  it  to  be  icnewed  in  the  r'  ™  Z?^  ^»"  ''»**^  **>«  pulsations  of  the 

».  ifhe  Bred.  °'*>°*  if  it  is  not  separated  from  the  dura 

SOth.— 9  A.M.— SeBrible,  but  more  de-  "^  ^  anything  else  than  the  other  in- 

*  thm  last  night ;   has  taken  some  ^^*"**^  membranes.     It  is  true  that  in  a 

»dM  daring  the  nigfat:  sankgradn-  ^T>"  "^te,  and  with  a  small  opening, 

■njp  and  died  aboat  11  o'dock.  ™  motion  is  very  slight.    The  absence  of 

this  motion   is  stated  by  Mr.   Gnthric  an 

PM.«wrtaR.— Waehire  extending  from  ^"•«n«»tic  of  fluid  beneath.     "  I  have  seen/' 

IheeentreortlieftontBlboneaerosstheleft  pa.  "f^"  ^'^'f  »"^l»or,  *•  on  the  removal  of  a  i^r- 

rieCal  Imne  into  the  lambdoidal  suture,  whidi  f*°"  ®'  °®"®»  ^®  ^^^  ">«**»•  rapidly  rise  up 

wee  aepentod  dighUy,  so  as  to  admit  blood  j^^o  "le  opening,  so  as  to  attain  nearly  the 

OMS^gli  to  neke  Ki  come  for  about  an  inch  in  1^®'  °' ^^*^  surface  of  the  skull,  totally  devoid 

ertnt.  llMdnim  mater  was  divided  for  about  »»oweyer  of  that  pulsatory  motion  which 

"     •  lagSbm.    The  aarfkoe  of  the  brain  oppo-  ^^^^}y  marks  its  healthy  state ;    and  an 

fliewoaiidwBaaoftened,  red,  and  pulpy,  openmg  into  it  under  these  circumstances 

dieiaganlislloB  extended  downwards  for  **"•  ""owed  a  quantity  of  purulent  matter 

■fc  aa  inch  and  a  half  in  its  deepest  part.  ^  escape,  proving  that  the  unnatural  eleva- 

SamnAng  tiiia  softened  portion  for  about  ****"  ^^  ^^  **»»™  ™n<«r  ^^  caused  by  the 

kalf  an  Im£,  the  brain  was  dotted  with  red  I'^sUiency  of  the  brain,  wjien  the  opposing 

poiata.  and  a  little  beyond  it  was  in  spoU  P««™ro  of  the  cranium  was  removed.     I 

BadMsr  jeDoir.    The  nirfece  of  the  brain  on  consider  this  tense  elevation,  and  the  absence 

the  kft  side  WB8  coated  by  a  very  thin  yellow  pf  pulsation,  to  be  positive  signs  of  there 

tawBlah  layer  of  ill-formed  pus.    The  right  °^^  *  ******  beneath  recjuiring  an  incision 

rfde  nonnal;   the   corpora  striata,  thalami  r^  ^^  ^^^  ™**cr  for  its  evacmition.     It 

netronim  opticonnn,  and  the  rest  of  the  "  '  P°'°*  scarcely,  if  at  all,  noticed  in  Eng- 

bniii.  healtfar.  ^^  Burigery,  although    much    insisted  on 

TUi  eaee  is  Interesthig  in  many  pointo  of  "*  France.     It  was  not  in  the  slightest  de- 

viMr.  (H'ce  understood  till  the  commencement  of 

Vbaty  the  intellect  remaining  so  perfect,  ^®  ^^r  i^  ^^c  Peninsula,  and  was  one  of 

BoMthiitaiidfaig  the  extent  of  the  brain  that  ^^^^^  points  which  particularly  attracted  my 

vaa  iiqared.    This  circumstance  confirms  attention." 

lii^  tiwory  ititfed  elsewhere,  that  incised  In-AVingrove's  case  no  such  phenomena 

voanda  of  the  hemispherical  ganglion  do  ^^^  exhibited  at  the  time  of  the  operation, 

matt  in  die  ihet  Instance,  affect  the  intellect  "or  did  I  perceive  it  when  I  examined  the 

«D  madi  as  a  compressing  force ;  because  ^ound  at  my  daily  visits,  which  would  rather 

the  aitBBt  of  tnrftce  which  is  injured  is  less  confirm  the  opinion  that  the  pus  was  not 

in  the  fanner  than  the  latter  ii^ury  in  the  cflfuscd  witil  about  twelve  or  fifteen  hours 

flnt  instance ;  though  as  soon  as  blood  is  before  death. 

CKtnvanted,  and  softening  of  the  ganglion  ^^  I  ^ad  observed  this  sign  of  the  presence 

faDowa,  then  the  senses  are  oppreued  and  of  matter  under  the  dura  mntcr,  I  confess 

■aOiaeqaently  obliterated.  that  I  should  have  punctured  it,  though  I 

Seeondly,  that  the  removal  of  the  bone  cannot  believe,  from  the  post-mortem  ex- 

flhoold  hate  almost  perfiectly  restored  the  amination,  that  the  operation  would  have 

ftmetioaa  of  the  nerves  of  sensation,  which  altered  the  result,   as  nothhig  could  have 

ted  been  obliterated  by  its  pressure,  while  chonged  the  gangrenous  condition  of  the 

It  had  no  effect  upon  the  motor  tract.  brain.      There    are    many     other    pohits 

TUnlly,  the  proof  it  nffoids  that  both  of  interest  connected  with  injuries  of  the 

Motion  and  sensation  may  be  interfered  with,  "l^oll,  and  the  use  of  the  trephine,  which  do 

vittoat  the  corpora   striata    and   thalami  not  bear  upon  the  present  case,  but  which  I 

nwiwnm  optlcomm  being  hijured.     In  a  "ball  take  the  first  opportunity  of  bringing 

{Mfdioal  pdnt  of  view,  I  had  some  doubt  before  your  notice. 

aa  to  whether  I  had  pushed  the  depletion  ^  cannot  conclude  these  remarks  without 

too  fhr,  as  the  man  seemed  exhausted ;  but  expressing  the  hope  that  the  study  of  this 

fSbm  membranes  exhibited  quite  sufficient  in.  case  will  impress  you  with  the  importance 

diettion  of  inflammatory  action  to  justify  the  of  making  a  very  careful  diagnosis  and  prog, 

treatment  most  fully,  and  shewed  how  high  "osis  in  all  injuries  of  the  skull ;  and  that 

it  would  have  run  if  it  had  not  been  checked,  while  you  value  the  trephine  and  elevator  as 

To  retam  to  Wingrove's  case :  the  next  most  useful  instrumenu  for  the  relief  of  a 

point  which  the  conidemtion  of  it  compressed  and  irritated  brain,  that  you  will 

r,/wAefAer/oaareyus(i'fiedinopen-  never  be  tomvleA^Jl  ^^  \iW«^«X.  ^  \«t- 
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fonnbg(whit,  if  sacoessfol,  is  certainly  t  instances,  are  merely  those  of  monotony 

brilliant   operation,    but  blameftilly   mis-  and  an  excited  ima^nation.  With  the 

cbierous  if  the  condition  of  the  parts  should  cool  effirontery  peculiar  to  such  people, 

not  absolutely  require  it,)  without  having  they  have  pretended  to  restore  sight  to 

first  a  wcU-grounded  conyiction  that  their  ^hg  i,ii|,d,  hearing  to  the  deaf  and 

use  can  alone  save  the  Kfeofyour  patient;  gpeech  to  the  dumb.    The  bedridden 

remembering  that  in  aU  such  injunes  the  ^^ ^  paralytic  have  been  said  to  walk 

great  Amger  to  be  apprehended  is  faiflamma-  ^^  ^j^^.^  pleasure,  and  women  to  have 

?w  °1.^  ^Tl!^U^  ,T^J^Z^\r^  had  no  longer  J)ccasion  to  fear  the 

that  nothing  is  so  likely  to  produce  it  as  _«•_„  ^^i-t-?,. 

their  exposure  to  their  air,  and  the  forcible  P**^?  ®'  laoour.                 ^^    , .           , 

femoval^?^naturdp^tectors.  ^  It  18  unnecessary,  in  a  medical  journal, 

'^         to  prove  the  futility  of  such  extravagant 

pretensions.    If  animal  nu^etisnihaa 

any  cl^m  on  our  notice,  it  is  not  on 

oi*  account  of  any  remedial  power  it  pot- 

THE  INJURIOUS  EFFECTS  OF  sesses,  but  from  the  miscnievons  con* 

MESMERISM.  sequences  it  produces  by  exciting  dan- 

^            ^  gerous  diseases  of  the  nervouB  fystem. 

By  GBoaGB  Southam,  i^  advocates  regard  it  asa peculiar 

^'"^^^  *{^22«^«'tu«1.£22***^°  "'^  agent  existing  within  the  Hving  body 

Dispenser,  M«»cherter.  ^^^^  ^^^  diilction  of  the  wiU,  which 

CFbr  the  MeditnU  Gazette.)  n,ay  be  transmitted  from  one  person  to 

another,  producing  effects  in  the  re- 

Ipr  November  1841,  Monsieur  La  Fon-  cipient  which  are  not  possessed  by  the  in* 

taine  visited  Manchester  to  exhibit  the  dividual  communicating  theimpression. 

phenomena  of  animal  mafnesism ;  and  Doubtless  such  an  agent  is  necessary 

naving  succeeded  in  producing  its  in-  to  explain  those  anomalous  symptoms 

fluence  on  a  few  individuals  of  known  presented  by  the  G'Keys,  and  numerous 

respectability,  it  soon  acquired  great  other  individuals,  whose  cases  have  ope- 

popularity.    It  became  the  subject  of  rated  so  wonderfully  on  the  credulity 

conversation  and  experiment  among  of  its  partisans;  but  to  those  whose 

almost  all  classes  of  society,  and  seversd  minds  are  accustomed  to  more  cautious 

persons  were  found  more  or  less  sus*  reflection  and  observation.*  tiie  proofs 

ceptible  to  its  effects.  Somnolency  and  adduced  in  support  of  %tuai  a  doctrine 

catalepsy   were    produced    in   some;  sre  too  ambiguous  and  contradictory 

others  were  seized  with  various  anoma-  to  enable  them  to  admit  the  existehoe 

lous  symptoms  bearing  tiie  strongest  of  such  an  agent.  Besides,  we  ase  suffi- 

i^finity  to  those  of  hysteria ;  and,  in  a  ciently  familiar  with  the  laws  of  the 

few  instances,  convulsions  of  a  tetanic  nervous  system  to  explain  many  of  the 

or   epileptic   character  were  excited,  phenomena  produced  by  mesmerism. 

Such  surprising  effects  soon  made  con-  provided  we  separate  we  ml  effects 

verts  amongst  the  lovers  of  the  won-  which  it  occasions  fix>m  those  merely 

derful  and  marvellous,  but  the  pro-  the  result  of  imposition  and  ooUosion. 

fession  generally  received  them  with  The  following  case  appears  to  iUus* 

caution.    Accoroin^ly,  with  a  few  ex-  trate  its  nature,  and  is  a  good  example 

ceptions,  the  practice  of  the  art  con-  of  the  dangerous  conseauences  arising 

tinned  in  tiie  nands  of  the  charlatan,  from  its  application.    A  young  man, 

who,  always  ready  to  take  advantage  a^d  18,  was  mesmerised   by  one  of 

of  the  credulity  of  his  fellow  creatures,  his  companions  in  December  I84I,  in  the 

seeks  every  means  which  folly  and  im-  following  manner.    They  pressed  their 

C'ltion  can  invent  to  seek  temporary  thumbs  together,  and  lookea  steadfasUy 

e  and  wealth.  Besides  the  thumbing  at  each  other  in  the  &ce,  the  operator  at 

andstaring,as  practised  by  La  Fontaine,  the  same  time  gently  moving  his  fingers 

other  methods  are  stated  to  be  capable  over  the  palms  of  the  patient's  hand* 

ofproducingits  phenomena;  and,  either  In  about  twenty  minutes  from  the 

from  ignorance  of  the  known  physio-  commencement  of  the  experiment,  his 

logical  truths,  or  more  probably  from  a  fingers,  which  had  previously  been  half 

desire  to  delude,  new  theories,  so  fr-amed  bent,  gradually  extended  themselves; 

as  to  excite  the  curiosity  of  the  igno-  the  arms  became  similarly  affected ; 

rant,  have  been  continually  vaunted  afterwards,  the  muscles  at  the  back  of 

Ajth  to  explain  effects  which,  in  many  the  neck,  and  those  bver  the  whole 
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body.    A  fcding  »f  ieoldnMi  cwae  owr  siom  and  their  attendant  symptoms, 

biHU  wni  A  smne  nf  tightness  aeross  his  which  continued  longer,  and  were  more 

hiii,«s  if  it  had  been  bound  firmly  violent,  than  on  the  previous  occasion* 

Wlit    »    bandage.     After  remaining  On  recorering,  he  mentioned  some  coo- 

werinalasB  and  stiff  a  few  minutes,  he  versation  that  passed  between  Mr.  J. 

vsM  Kindwidi  slight  oonvuldve  move-  and  myself,  proving  that  consciousness 

liHrta  in  the  Iboei  shortlv  the  whole  remained ;  but,  as  on  the  former  oeea- 

bady  waa  violently  agitatc4  ^nd  he  fell  sion,  pinching  and  pricking  gave  him 

feem  the  ebair  on  wmch  he  had  been  no  min.    Some  weeks  afterwards   I 

ritdng.    These  convulsiona  continued  found  that  his  system  had  become  so 

dhont  Id  odnntes.  and  in  three  quarters  susceptible  from  repeated  impressions 

ef  asi  hoar  feom  Uie  eommencement  he  that  tie  could  excite  a  paroxysm  in  a 

hmk  Mfffeolly  Roovered.    He  had  al-  few  minutes  by  a  mere  effort  of  the  will. 

Ipvca  the  experiment  to  be  repeated  With  respect  to  his  previous  history,  it 

asfuial  tinea  oefore  1  saw  the  efSects.  may  be  stated  that  he  is  of  an  excitable 

A  week  after  the  first  experi-  ana   nervous   temperament,  but   has 

I  mesmeriaed  him  in  the  man-  always  enjoved  good  health.    There 

bribed*  And  in  less  than  five  appears  to  be  an  hereditary  tendency 

the  whole  of  his  body  was  in  to  nervous  affections  in  his  mmily ;  for 

m  alafee  of  tetanie  rigidity.    This  was  similar  symptoms  have  been  produced 

'~^*~  followed  by  contractions  of  the  bv  mesmensm  in  his  sister,  who  is 

on  the  nght  side  of  the  fece,  about  14  years  of  age.    His  maternal 

b  of  the  whole  body.     The  grandfather  is  paralytic,  his  mother  had 

of  the  head  and  neck  became  an  attack  of  the  same  disease  in  her 

dirtcnded  with  blood,  and  the  coun-  d6th  year,  and  two  of  her  uncles  died 

•—■■»"  bloated.    The  eye  was  turned  fix>m  apoplexv.      The   case   presents 

■PPids,  or  ndled  about  in  the  socket,  several  remarkable  circumstances,    it 

tte  pupil  aometimes  dilated,  and  in-  at  once  points  out  the  dangerous  con- 

matmB  to  light;  at  other  times  it  was  seq^uences  of  mesmerism,  and  satisfac- 

eoMlncled  to  a  pin-point.    The  action  tonly  shews  the  means  through  which 

of  the  heart  was  much  increased,  and  it  exerts  its  influence.    The  symptoms 

the  pnkationa  of  the  carotid  distinctly  certainly  differ  from  those  generally 

asB.    He  fedChed  at  the  mouth,  and  produced,  and  it  maybe  stated  that  they 

Hi  foee  at  times  was  violently  distorted,  are  not  the  result  of  mesmerism.    But 

In  about  ten  minutes  the  convulsions  the  same  objection  would  apply  to  those 

bign  to  labside,  and  he  fell  into  a  met  with  in  the  O'Keys,  and  m  Mons. 

deep  aleep^  fimn  which  he  awoke  in  a  La  Fontaine's  two  travelling  patients. 

oaartier  of  an  hour,  suffering  no  other  Further,  those  on  whom  it  produces 

meoBvenienee  than  a  slight  but  tran-  an]^  influence   are   generally  charac- 

that  hcadifhr,  and  feeli ne  of  lassitude,  terised  by  a  similar  condition  of  the  ner- 

Dntng  the  liaroxysm  the  power  of  vous8y8tem,andtheactionsof  the  body 

hStkg  was  destroyed,  but  conscious-  in  sucn  persons  being  more  under  the 

neii  icnained.    He  states  that  at  the  control  of  the  imagination  than  the  will, 

onaet  he  has  sufficient  control  over  the  they  are  very  susceptible  to  external 

■yiaptuins  to  cut  short  the  paroxysm ;  impressions,  whose  efiects  are  in  i>ropor- 

Mrt  i^en  the  convulsions  have  set  in,  tion  to  the  individual's  susceptibility, 

all  power  is  lost,  and  he  feels  as  if  he  Precisely  as  the  same  feeling  which 

baa  the  will  to  rouse  himself,  but  has  excites  pleasure   in   one   produces  a 

sot  die  power  to  do  so— a  sensation  degree  or  ecstacy  in  another,  and  may 

rimilar  to  that  experienced  on  awaking  be  so  exalted  in  a  third  as  to  occasion 

anddenly  from  a  profound  sleep.    Six  death,   so  likewise    mesmerism   may 

vedca  afterwards  1  witnessed  a  second  cause   any  of  the  various  forms   of 

attaok  in  company  with  Mr.  Jordan,  nervous  affections,  from   hysteria  to 

Here  St  waa  produced  by  looking  at  an  catalepsy  and  epilepsy.    The  first  ap- 

iaage*  et  the  same  time  keeping  the  i>lication  may  require  to  be  long  con- 

■dnl  abstracted  from  all  other  subjects,  tinned  before  any  effects  follow;  but 

Ib  leM  than  five  minutes  the  patient  when  once  excited  they  may  be  repro- 

til  backwaids  in  my  arms,  and  before  duced  from  the  same  impression  more 

I  eoold  place  him  on  the  floor  his  body  slightly  applied ;  a^id  thus  by  frequent 

waa   in  a  complete  state  of  tetanic  repetition  the  system  may  be  rendered 

fJjgH/U^.    To  tma  suceei^ed  connil-  bo  suscepUble  from  ^  vx^xvcA^aiR^ 
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habit  as  to  act  without  any  perceptible  the  catalepsy  and  cataleptic  ec&tacy 

in  fluence  of  the  wilL  sometimes  produced  by  mesmerism ;  and 

Hence  we  may  easily  conceive  how  their  comparative  frequency  amongst 

mesmerism  exhibits  its  numerous  phe-*  its  phenomena  mav  be  regarded  as  a 

nomena,  when  we  consider  that  it  com-  strong  proof  that  the  mina  is  chiefly 

bines  several  means,  all  of  which  are  cono^ned  in  their  production,  for  when 

powerful    excitants   of    ihe   nervous  these  diseases  have  occurred  naturally 

system.    Externally  the  sense  of  touch  they  have  generally  been  induced  by 

and  the  sensibility  of  external  parts  are  inordinate  excitement  of  the  affections 

acted  upon,  hj  pressing  the  thumbs  and  passions,  especially  from  contem- 

and  gently  moving  the  finjs^rs  over  the  plating  some  religious  topics,  in  in- 

palmof  the  hand  ^  and  vision  is  power*  dividuals    with    a   highly    excitable 

mlly    stimulated    by    the   continual  nervous  system.  The  EstaticaofCaldaro, 

staring.  and  the  Adolorata  of  Capriana,  were 

Internally  it  operates  through  the  probably  instances  of  the  real  form  of 

mind  by  mental  emotion  and  the  in-  these  duseases ;    by  repeated  attacks 

lAuence  of  attention,  which  enables  us  their   systems  have  become   so   sus- 

to  transfer  the  sensorial  power  from  one  ceptible    that   they    can   produce    a 

part  of  the  body  to  anotner,  giving  rise  paroxysm  voluntarily.    The  history  of 

to  tori>idit^  in  the  one,  and  an  exalted  these  remarkable  deceivers  proves  that 

condition  in  the  other.    The  mesmeric  their  diseases  were  excited  by  religious 

power,  therefore,  is  but  a  combination  fanaticism.  In  addition  to  the  cataleptic 

of  exciting  causes  of  disease,  which  are  ecstacy  they  are  said  to  possess  murks 

merely  the  "  sparks  that  set  fire  to  the  of  the  stismata  and  crown  of  thorns 

tmin,''  their  power  of  doing  mischief  of  Christ  The  latter  Lord  Shrewsbury 

de^endine  on  the  decree  of  suscep-  describes  as  being  regularly  and  dis- 

tibility  of  the  constitution.  tinctly  marked  across  the  forehead  b^ 

In  the  case  described,  besides  an  ex-  a  number  of  small  punctures,  as  if 
citable  temperament,  there  was  an  the^  had  been  pricked  with  a  large  pin, 
hereditary  tendencv  to  disease;  two  which  was  venr  probably  Uie  case: 
conditions  extremely  favourable  for  the  from  the  wounds  ne  states  that  blood 
production  of  a  highly  susceptible  con-  flows  on  certain  occasions,  senerally 
stitution.  On  stimulating  tne  organs  on  Saint  days.  Such  effects  being  Quite 
of  vision  and  touch,  with  the  co-opera-  inexplicable  by  any  of  the  known  laws 
lion  of  mental  emotion,  symptoms  of  nature,  are  attributed  by  their 
were  excited  closely  allied  to  those  of  believers  to  the  direct  interference  of 
epilepsy ;  and  from  frequent  repetitions  God ;  conseqiientlv  the  girls  have  been 
the  system  became  so  extremely  sus-  named  the  Holy  Virgins  of  the  Tvrol. 
ceptible  that  a  paroxysm  might  be  pro-  Reli^on  is  frequent^  used  as  a  cloak 
duced  by  stimulating  either  of  the  for  deception,  and  phenomena  have 
senses;  and  ultimatelv  the  susceptibility  been  referred  to  Divine  Agency  by  in- 
had  reached  such  a  high  degree,  that,  dividuals  who  are  as  ignorant  of  the 
through  the  stimulus  of  the  will  alone,  true  principles  of  religion  as  they  are 
he  could  excite  a  paroxvsm  in  a  few  of  the  laws  of  nature, 
minutes.    A  vimilar  explanation  may  [To  be  continoed.] 

be  given  of  the  real  effects  produced  in    — — - 

the  O'Keys.  One  of  these  girls  was  sub-  ^^  ^^^ 

iect  to  epilepsy,  the  other  to  hysteria, 

for  the  cure  of  which  they  were  ad-  NATURE,  DIAGNOSIS,  AND  TREAT- 

mitted    into   the    University  College  MENT  OF  INCIPIENT 

Hospital.      Dr.  EUiotson  states  that  PHTHISIS. 

one  was  said  to  have  fits  at  such  distant  ««,  p„„,.^.„.«  lu  t\«-»a^  wn 

intervals  that  he  could  not  tell  whether  ®^  ^"*LT  f  t  „'  ^u  it^'. 

she  had  any  thing  the  matter  with  her.  '*'^'*Tpiwi?h%iSpi^**"' 

(See  his  Elements  of  Physiology.)    By 

the  aid  of  mesmerism  he  reproduced  ^"^  '*'  -^-^^  ^'^^^^  Gazette  J 

the  disease,  which  has  continued  from  

timetotime,  with  theaddiUonofa  variety  (Concluded  from  jmge  sso.) 

of  phenomena    which    can  only   be  Recapitulation,  —  Having  now  ex- 

classed  with  the  mysteries  of  witch-  amined  in  detail  the.  various  physical 

.crufL  sign^  which  obuVu  \ti  v\ve  |».\\k«t«Ui|^es 

In  the  same  way  we  may  account  for  of  p\\i\uH\a  p\\\nvoikjj\\*,  \v  mwj  \»  ^\- 
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m^bUbemL^  Mkr  to  cwtfldcritig  the  the  Academy  of   Scieneea  &t 

ttllihliSuit,-  ortritr  to  teeirpitatote  these  This  author's  investigBtioni  lead  him 

^Ittolttena^  in  me  order  In  whidi  they  to  believe  that  reeoreiy  is  possible  at 

vtoAf  «bUMi— Wo  hkwe^  then—  any  period  of  pulmonary  eonsumption ; 

f .  'atentiDlte  in  the  form  of  the  two  but  tnat  nature,  independently  or  reme- 

'^'  of  Hie  dtn^  amounting,  in  some  dies,  works  the  entire  cure.    That  such 

wme^  to  eotaplete  finking  in  of  the  will  be  the  case  in  the  occasional  termi- 

itoih  nand'inikn  elaarienlnr  spaeeB,  nations  of  the  advanced  stages  I  am 

X  &MideienC  expanalon  in  the  op-  ready  to  admit ;  but  that  in  the  com- 

|Ar  njMa  of  the  eorrespondlng  sides  of  meneement  of  the  deposit,  very  much 

me  chciL    '  towards  a  cure,  or  at  least  a  suspension 

9L  Hfceieoaed  vocal  and  tussive  fre-  of  the  disease,  may  often  be  effected  by 

fftn^M  lieit  lielow  the  davidet.  treatment,  I  am  fullv  prepared  to  nfllrm ; 

^  Gbmpantive  diminution  of  the  and,  as  such,  sbull  now  consider  the 

dMHon  and  intensity  of  the  inspiratory  remedies  which  have,  from  time   to 

ianoBUTm  time,  proved  decidedly  beneficial,  dwell- 

~  9l  Angenentation  of  the  intensity  and  ing  especially  on  those  which  my  own 

datfcm  of  tlM  expiratory  sound.  experience  has  found  of  most  value. 

'  6L  Alforarions  in  tlie  eharacter  and  Blaod-ietting. — Among  the   various 

fiilllj  of  bodi  munnura,  becoming  remedial  measures  had  recourse  to  in 

■OuAjMlihy  dry,  &e.                         •  the   treatment   of   incipient   phthisis 

f7  Ae vnnoasiiionchi ;  thecrackling  pulmonalis,  perha})8 none  hascanvassed 

or  ctnmpling  sound,  dry  at  first,  be-  the  opinions  of  the  profession  more 

owning  after  waids  moist ;  the  plaintive,  than  bleeding.     Among  its  advocates 

wKnlng,  or  eooing  note ;   and  other  are  included  many  authors  of  the  last 

miwlouai  abnormal  sounds,  all  indi-  as  well  as  the  present  centur}%  some  of 

ciitivo  of  the  commencement  of  the  whom,  acting  under  the  impression  of 

^toeaao.  various  preconceived  thconcs,  carried 

&  lucteascd  resonance,  both  of  voice  the  practice  to  a  very  great  extent. 

and  eooriiflieeoming  more  or  less  bron-  Like  many  other  remedies,  however, 

diaphonlc.  which  have   been    proposed    in    this 

'  ^IJndae  transmission  of  the  sounds  afTcction,  the  abuse,  rather  than  the 

of  the  heart  tlirough  the  tuberculated  adoption  of  depiction,  has,  from  the 

put'Of  die  lung.  e.irUcst  ]>eriod,  given  rise  to  the  most 

IOl  Comparative  dulness  on  percus-  conflicting  opinions. 

■on,  with  alterations  in  the  quality  of  Viewing  phthisis  not  as  inOamma- 

tiie  sonnd  elicited.  tory  in  itself,  but  as  ]>eculiarly  liable 

It  will  seldcm  occur,  indeed  it  is  toexcite  th:it  condition  in  the  surround- 

•eaioely  possible,  for  all  the  above  signs  ing  tissues,  I  am  disclosed  to  limit  the 

16  tadn  at  the  same  time  in  any  one  use  of  general  blood-letting  (and  then 

case ofincipient  consumption, although  only  in  small  quantity  and  seldom  re- 

wr  ane  not  unfre<juently  enabled  to  de-  pea'ted),  to  such  cjL«»e8  as  clearly  indicate 

feet  Ibeir  successive  api)eanince  as  the  signs  ofplcthora,  pulmonary  congestion 

disease  advances.    The  greater  number  inll-immation,  or  nirmorrhiffe. 

that  ean  be  combined  in  any  particular  Laenncc,   speaking  of  bleeding  in 

casCt  the  more  marked  their  character,  phthibis,  bays,  "  it  ought  never  to  be 

and  especially  if«conjoined  uith  general  employed,  except  to  remove  inflamma- 

itoms,  the  more  accurate  will  our  tion,  or  active  determination  of  blood, 

losion  be,  and  the  more  decidedly  with  which  the  disease  may  be  compli- 


qriapl 
eoncli 


may  we  pronounce  on  the  positive  ex-  cated ;  beyond  this,  its  operation  can 

istence  of  the  disease.  only  tend  to  n  useless  loss  of  strength." 

TVMliRtfMl.— Recent  pathological  in-  In  a  note  by  Dr.  Forbes  (to  whom  the 

?cstigations  tend  to  prove  that  phthisis  profession  is  much  indebted  for  firKC 

is  not  so  invariabl^^  mtal  as  is  generally  pointing  out  the  importance  of  investi- 

simposed;  "that  it  is  not,  like  cancer,  gating  the    earliest    changes   in    the 

a  oiseasc  of  itself  incurable,  but  that  respiration  in  phthisis,  with  a  view  to 

its  extreme  danger  chiefly  dejK'nds  on  treatment),  we  read  :    "  I  have  seen 

Uie  ordinary  seat,  extension,  and  re-  blood-letting  much  employed,  and  have 

lapses  of  the  malady."     Such  are  the  myself  used  it  much  in  this  disease. 

eoncloaions  arrived  at  by  M.  Boudet,  1  nave  seen  g^reat  benefit  derived  from 

^id  reeentfy  commanicatcd  by  him  to  it,  but  chiefly  in  relieving  the  inflamma- 
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tory  complications  of  phthisifl.    With  the  use  of  a  liniment  of  turpentine  and 

our  present  knowledge  of  its  pathology,  acetic  acid.    If,  however,  much  febrile 

it  can  hardly  be  expected  to  benefit  the  excitement  attend  the  disease,  it  will  be 

tuberculous    affection,    and    my   ex-  advisable,  in  all  cases,  to  postpone  the 

perience  leads  me  to  condemn  its  use  in  application  of  blisters   until  after  its 

every  case  of  pure  phthisis.''  removal  by  appropriate,  general,   or 

Having,  however,  subdued  pulmonary  local  depletory  measures  ;    otherwise 

congestion,  &c.  bjr  small  general  blooa-  they  not  unfrequently  increase  the  evil 

lettings,  the  adoption  of  local  depletion,  they  are  intended  to  remove, 

by  leeches  or  cupping,  ought  then  to  Small  blisters,  about  an  inch  and  a 

be  substituted,  especially  in  those  cases  half  in  width,  placed  below  the  entire 

in  which  co-existing  bronchitis,  h»-  length  of  the  clavicles,  operate  very 

moptysis,  or  pneumonic  consolidation,  fiivourably.  Should,  however,  dyspncea 

resulting  from  tuberculous  deposit,  still  prove  urgent,  a  laive  blister  over  the 

riemain.    At  this  period  I  strongly  ad-  sternum  seldom  fails  in  afibrdhig  marked 

vise  the  application  of  six  or  eight  relief.    With  a  view  to  excite  and  keep 

leeches  below  one  or  both  clavicles,  or  up  a  mocterate  degree  of  counter-irri- 

the  withdrawal  of  four  or  five  ounces  tation,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  render 

of  blood  from  between  the  scapcds,  by  the  skin  less  easily  affected  by  atmo- 

cupping.    The  former  method  is  pre-  spheric  changes  and  external  imprea- 

ferable,  and  should  be  repeated  accord-  sions,  I  have  hitherto  found  no  applica- 

ing  to  the  exigency  of  the  case,  once  a  tion  so  useful  and  so  manageable  as  a  lini- 

week  or  fortnight.    This  practice,  by  mentof  turpentme  and  acetic  acid,  first 

unloading  the  apices  of  the  lungs,  I  proposed  by  Dr.  Stokes,  and  since  advo- 

have  found  to  aflford  marked  and  perma-  cated  by  Dr.  Hughes.  The  latter  author 

nent  rehef  in  the  majority  of  cases,  adopts  a  formula,  which,  for  extempo- 

more  especially  by  removing  the  sen-  raneous  prescription,  amply  fulfils  the 

sation  of  tightness,  pain,  and  general  intention :    viz.  one  ounce  of  strong 

mieasiness,  often  so  distressingly  felt  at  acetic  acid  and  two  ounces  of  the  oil  of 

the  upper  part  of  the  chest.     ^  turpentine,  sfmply  shaken   together. 

It  18   in  those   cases  of  incipient  I  have,  however,  in  a  few  cases  of 

phthisis  accompanied  by  hsmoptysis,  delicate  skins,  found  it  necessary  to  re- 

or  complicated  with  bronchitis,  that  duce  the  proportion  of  the  acid, 

small,  general,  or  repeated  local  de-  The  onginal  formula  employed  by 

Sletions,  so  frequently  prove  of  such  Dr.  Stokes  is  the  following  :— 

edded  benefit ;  in  the  purely  chronic  «  ^,  , ,«    ,.   ^  ^,..     ^  .«  .    ., 

form    even  topical   bleeding   is    less  9>0\^J^}^i^^'p^hiJ^cidiAMt.^.; 

called  for,  save  to  remove  Iccidental  Vitem  on.  j. ;  Aq.  Rwar.  5^ ;  Old 

compHcatiW  Limon.  5,.    M.  flat  Lmimeatiim. 

Counter-irritation. — Many  have  been  After  applying  this  remedy  freely  to 

the  forms  proposed,  and  mat  has  been  the  chest  night  and  morning  for  a  few 

the  testimony  m  favour  of  the  adoption  days,  patients  have  often   expressed 

of  this  important  remedy ;  important  themselves  in  almost  enthusiastic  terms 

both  as  a  palliative  and  also  as  a  fire-  of  the  relief  afforded.     The  various 

quent  preventive  against  the  fiirther  lotions  containine  vinegar,  alcohol,  am- 

extension  of  the  tuberculous  deposit  monia,  mustard,  &c.,  from  time  to  time 

The  use  of  counter-irritation  in  the  recommended,  are  all  much  inferior  to 

treatment  of  phthisis  appears  to  claim  the  above.    Tartar  em^c,  either  in  the 

considerable  antiquity.     Both  Celsus  form  of  ointment  or  solution,  proves  a 

and  Galen,  whose  attention  however  useful,  thoufi^h,  in  chronic  cases,  by  no 

was  only  directed  to  the  advanced  stages  means   so  decidedljr   effectual   a  re- 

of  the  malady,  recommended  the  See  medy  as  the  turpentme  and  acetic  acid 

application  of  revulsive  plasters,  and  liniment.    Croton  oil  has  been  held  in 

even  the  actual  cautery,  to  the  cherts  of  considerable  repute,  and  certainly  fiilfila 

their  patients  in  tbis  auease.  the  intention,  especially  as  an  appUca- 

^  From  a  tolerably  extended  observa-  tion  to  the  larynx  and  trachea, 

tion  and  experience  of  the  comparative  Issues,  setons,  moxa,  and  even  the 

amount  of  benefit  derived  ftom  the  use  actual  cautery,  have  severally  found 

of  different  counter-irritants,  I  am  dis-  their  advocates ;  of  the  latter,  from 

po&ed  to  piMce  the  ^preaiealt  reliance  on  their  painful  application,  and  the  great 

ioe  timelf  appUcatum  of  blisters,  and  irritation  which  ihey  inevitably  pro- 
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Awe.  no  farther  mention  is  necessary,  minished,  or  altogether  cheeked.    The 

The  insertion  of  setons  or  issues  is  to  a  complexion  clears,  and  the  appetite,  if 

certain  extent  open  to  similar  objee-  previously  defective,  I  have  generally 

tions;  nevertheless,  an  issue  introduced  found  to  improve;  at  the  same  time 

altematelv  in  each  arm,  and  allowed  to  the  secretions  flowing  more  freely,  and 

liealtWill  be  apmdent  course,  especially  the  bowels  acting;  with  greater  regu- 

at  the  age  of  nuberty,  in  all    cases  larity.    The  physical  signs  of  the  dis- 

whenever  from  nereditaiy  or  acquired  ease  also  frequently  undergo  a  cor- 

prediBposition  an  attack  of  phthisis  is  responding    and   equally    favourable 

i^pienended.  change ;    the   expiratory   sound    be- 

JSlBMftcj.— Sinee  the  publication  of  coming  less  loud  and  of  shorter  duia- 

Sir  James  Clark's  valuable  woriL  on  tion ;  the  rhonchi  cease ;  and  nothing 

Consomption,  the  practice  of  treating  frequently  remains  but  a  slight  roueh- 

iae^ient  |4itfaisis   by  frequently  re-  ness,  audible  only  on  a  deep  inspira- 

pcnted  cmetica  has  lately  been  revived,  tion.    The  emetic  which  I  have  found 

with  a  praapect,  if  persevered  in,  of  to  answer  best,  causing  vomiting  to 

beneficial  results.    The  testimony  of  occur  twice  or  thrice,  has  been  twelve 

the  nnmeioiis  authors  of  the  last  cen-  to  fifteen  CTains  of  powdered  ipeca- 

tnry  in  fiivour  of  this  measure,  valuable  cuanha,  taken  in  warm  water  an  hour 

as  IS  their  authority,  must  not  be  re-  before  breakfast,  and  repeated  daily,  or 

cetved  without  due  limitation.     The  less  fre<^uentiy,accordingto  the  peculiar 

uncertain  knowledge  that  then  existed  exigencies  of  the  case.  A  wine-glassful 

in  detecting  incipient  phthisis,  and  the  of  cold  camomile  infusion,  taken  imme- 

imperfcGt  manner  in  which  the  pa-  diately  the  vomitine has  ceased,  imparts 

tholo^  of  mucous  membrane  and  its  tone  to  the  stomacn,  and  prevents  the 

■eeietiona  was  at  that  time  understood,  distressing  nausea   which    sometimes 

renders  it  exceedingly  probable  that  succeeds  its  operation. 
the  m^ority  of  cases  reported  as  re-        The  modus  operandi  of  this  remedy 

lieved,  or  even  cured,  were  not  phthisis,  is,  I  imagine,  two-fold— partly  local,  by 

but  chronic  bronchitis.  One  fact,  how-  dislodging  the  recently  deposited  tuber- 

9SWtTf  is  nnqnestionably  proved,  viz.  that  culous  matter,  and  at  the  same  time 

emetics  maybe  administered  for  months,  preventing   its    increase,    and   partly 

not  only  without  injury,  but  iidth  posi-  general,    liy  giving  a  shock  to   the 

tive  advantage;  the  appetite  improving,  whole  system,  thereby  improving  the 

the  complexion  becoming  clear,  and  the  secretions,  and  restoring  the  due  biuance 

patient  jgaining  both  flesh  and  strength  in  the  circulation. 
onder  their  continued  use.  In  the  selection  of  proper  cases  for 

.  I  have  now  had  an  opportunity  of  the  exhibition  of  emetics,  some  care 

watching  and  treating  very  many  well-  and  circumspection  are  necessary.     If 

■mrkcd  cases  of  incipient  phthisis,  and  the  tuberculous  matter  be  deposited  to 

tibe  large  amount  of  benent  which,  in  a  considerable  extent,  very  little  ad- 

tibe  great  majority  of  instances,  I  have  vantage  can  be  expected  from  the  use 

nen  derived  from  a  persevering  use  of  of  emetics ;  indeed,  the  propriety  of 

^mff*iwi,  makes  me  the  more  anxious  to  adopting  them  at  this  penod  becomes 

add  the  feeble  weight  of  my  own  testi-  very  questionable.  The  incipient  staee 

nony  and  experience  to  that  of  others,  alone  is  the  period  in  which  we  clearly 

in  frvonr  of  the  adoption  of  this  re-  derive  benefit  from  this  practice ;  and, 

■ledy,  both  as  a  palliative  and  curative  as  a  general  rule,  the  more  chronic  the 

ncaanxe,  in  the  treatment  of  the  com-  character  of  the   malady,    the  more 

neneement  of  this  too  frequent  dis-  decidedly  and  sanguinely  may  we  em- 

case.  ploy  the  remedy. 

The  visible  efl^ts  of  the   emetic        In  those  instances  in  which  bron- 

treatment  are,  in  general,  the  great  chitis  or  hemoptysis  co-exist, '  these 

alleviation,  and  frequently  the  entire  should  first  be  removed  by  appropriate 

removal,  of  the  cough  and  dyspnoea,  treatment,  and  then  the  emetic  plan 

together  with  the  pain  and  oppressive  may  be  safely  adopted. 
aneasiness  in  the  chest,  so  frequently       The  existence  of  gastric  irritation,  as 

eomplained  of  in  this  affection.    The  evinced  by  a  dry,  red,  shining  tongue, 

*     igca  in  the  expectoration  under  the  with  prominent  papillie,  thirst,  a  con* 

of  emetics  are  very  various;  in  gestedand  swouen «laXj& oi  \^^ iasoififtA^ 

it  is  increased,   in   others   di-  and  upper  paTto!l\it^\»xtiY*',is\^w 
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without  epigaatnc  tenderness,  strongly  sustained  the  reputation  in  the  treatment 

eontra-inoicates  the  use  of  emetics.  of  phthisis  which  its  advocates  at  first 

The  only  objection  of  which  I  am  raisedin  its  favour  :neyertheles8,incom- 

aware,  tiiat  has  been  advanced  against  Innation  with  morphia  or  conium,  it 

this  practice,  is  the  opposition  with  is   sometimes   exceedingly  useful   in 

which  the  remedy  woula  oe  met  by  the  quieting  the  paroxysmal  cough,  which 

patients  themselves.    HiUierto,  I  oon-  often,  even  at  the  commencement  of 

less,  I  have  found  very  little  difficulty  the  disease,   proves  so  harassing  and 

in  ensuring  its  re^lar  adoption,  and  wearing  to  the  sufferer.    Hyoscyamus, 

am  dispos^  to  attribute  the  non-com-  in  the  form  of  tincture,  is  a  valuable 

pliance  of  the  patient  more  to  the  addition  to  the  mixture  of  iodide  of 

want  of  decision  and  firmness  on  the  potassium  and  soda,  above  alluded  to. 
part  of  the  physician  in  enforcing  the        Digitalis  may  be  advantageousljr  pre* 

measure,    than    to   the    disaereeable  scribed  in  those  cases  of  phthisis  co* 

nature  of  the  remedy  prescribed.    One  existinff  with  cardiac  affection,  and  me- 

^at  recommendation  of  this  practice  dally  if  the  habit  be  phlegmatic.    The 

IS,  that  it  need  not,  and  indeed  ought  effects,  however,  of  this  remedv  must 

not,  to  interfere  with  any  other  treat*  be  carefully  watched,  since  bv  derang* 

roent,  which,  according  to  the  existing  hig  the  gastric  and  alvine  functions, 

symptoms,  may  be   considered   most  and  permanently  reducing  the  force  of 

suitable  to  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  the  circulation,  the  constitution  will  be 

case.  thereby  iniured,  and  the  disposition  to 

Jodine, — From  the  palpable  effects  deposit  tuberculous  matter  in  conse- 

which  this  substance  exerts  in  the  re-  quence   increased.    Perhaps,   on   the 

moval  of  enlarf^ed  glands,  and  scro-  whole,  the  salts  of  morphia,  commenc- 

fulons  deposits  in  various  parts  of  the  ing  with  very  small   doses,  may  be 

body,  which  latter,  in  their  intimate  esteemed  the  most  useful.    In  the  in^- 

nature,  do  not  apparently  differ  from  flammatory  complications  of  the  com- 

tlie  tuberculous,  and  from  the   very  plaint,  the  tartrate   of  antimony,  in 

favourable  testimony  of  several  authors,  combination  with  a  sedative,  will  ope* 

founded  on  extensive  trials  of  the  re-  rate  beneficially }  but,  from  its  liabihty 

medy,  the  use  of  iodine  and  its  prepara-  to  disorder  the  stomach  and  bowels,  its 

tions,  in  the  t  reatmontof  incipient pnthi«  use  should  be  discontinued  immediately 

sis,  unquestionably  lays  claim  to  the  the  inflammatory  symptoms  have  been 

fairest  considerations.    The  operation  subdued. 

of  this  medicine  is  very  slow,  but  acting,  Mercury, — ^The  exhibitioii  of  mer* 
as  it  does,  on  the  hepatic,  renal,  and  cury  in  phthisis,  save  as  an  alterative, 
uterine  functions,  the  general  health  of  or  in  combination  as  a  mild  aperient, 
the  majority  of  patients  rnrehr  fails  to  has  been  considered  by  the  greater 
improve  under  its  use  I  and  if'^the  mor-  number  of  authors  as  decidedly  in- 
bid  deposit  in  the  lungs  be  limited,  the  jurious.  More  recently,  however,  the 
probability  in  many  cases,  of  its  ab-  attention  of  the  profession  has  been 
sorption,  is  by  no  means  chimerical.  ably  directed  to  the  subject  by  Sir 

The  iodide  of  potassium,  in  doses  of  Henry  Marsh,  Dr.  Graves,  and  Dr. 
two  or  three  grains  three  times  a  day,  William  Stokes,  of  Dublin ;  and  stili 
with  a  few  grains  of  the  sesauicarbo-  more  lately,  in  an  interesting  paper  on 
nate  of  soda  in  any  liKht  intusion,  is  the  treatment  of  incipient  phthids  by 
jUie  form  in  which  I  have  found  the  mercury,  by  Dr.  Munk,  published  ia 
i«medy  to  agree  best.  In  leucophle^-  the  Medical  Gazetts  for  Oct.  1S40. 
matic  habits,  and  where  a  more  tonic  From  the  high  talent  and  undoubted 
e^ct  is  required,  the  iodide  of  iron  may  testimony  of  the  authors  above  men- 
be  advantageously  substituted.  tioned,  and  from  the  numerous  well- 

SednHte$,^T)\e  employment  of  se-  marked  cases  which  they  have  detailed, 

datives,  however  valuable  as  a  pallia^  little   question  can  exist  but  that  in 

tive  measure  in  the  more    advanced  some  cases  of  incipient  consumption 

stages  of  the  malady,  I  have  seldom  the  production  of  ptyalism  is  attended 

found  to  be  of  much  service  in  the  very  with  the  happiest  result ;   in  reference 

commencement  of  the  disease,  save  in  to  the  adoption  of  this  treatment,  how- 


diminishing  the  irritation  of  the  cocigh,    ever,  the  'precaution    of   Dr.    Steves 
and  occasiontiUy  in  procuring  rest.  1  he    should  never  be  lost  sight  of :  viz.  **  that 
Aj^dnfejmaicaeia  doesBotappeariohMt    the  nsmedy  \s  a  Iwo-odigie^  v^^^ii^  Kcidc 
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nit  h9  lightly  at-    altering  the  condition  of  the  fluida  and 

■olida  of  tlic  body,  upon  the  depraved 
diataae  beat  adapted    itate  of  which  the  secretion  of  tuber- 
tha  BMHiiiial  twatmtnt  ia  that  in    eoloua  matter  undoubtedly  in  a  threat 
vlilA  the  ayniptoma  ficaant  more  or    measure  depends)  may  be  most  atlvuno 


atf am inflimmatwrr aharacter.    In    taseously  liad  recourse  to:  of  these, 

m,  bgr  the  jodirions  oae  of    iooine,  the  preiwrations  of  iron  and 

ttlminitatiaiiof  thapalmonary    sine,  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  and  the 


and   parenchyma  mineral  acids,  are  to  be  pruferred.  The 

ba  lOMVfadv  the  deposition  of  tu-  sulphates  of  iron  and  quinine,  with  an 

WiaiilnnamttCT  probably  arreated;  and  excess  of  acid,  I  have  re|)eatedly  found, 

f  hf  tha  anapcnalon  of  local  aotion,  in  conjunction  with  the  exhibition  of 

la  gained  fnr  the  adoption  of  other  emetics,  to  act  most  favourably  in  thin 

^ island  the improFement  of  the  disease;  indeed,  the  salts  of  iron,  by 

bealth.  improvinff  the  condition  of  the  blood, 

la  Hf  own  practice  I  hare  tried  the  have,  ana  still  most  deservedly  enjoy, 

MtRBiul  treafinent  of  incipient  phthi-  a  high  reputation  in  the  treatment  of 

da  ba  a  very  limited  number  of  cases  i  the  early  stages  of  pulmonary  con- 

vfaere  I  bsve  done  sol  howerer,  the  sumption. 

Bsaidahaa  been  more  or  less  favourable.  Among  the  U'st  tonics  in  incipient 

iiaAalafsaaw— Of  the  utility  of  inhala-  phthiMs  maybe  incluiled— early  hourti, 

latian  aa  n  remedy  in  the  early  stage  of  both  in  refL'n.'nce  to  rising  and  going  tu 

i— iinnfillnn,  I   nave  at  nresent  had  bed ;  at  tliu  same  time,  carefully  avuid- 

vaij  little  experience.    like  the  ma-  ing  excitement  of  any  kind  that  may 

Jantj  of  enratiye  measures,  it  has  its  at  all  interfere  with  a  quiet  and  unbro- 

■dvoeatea  and  its  opponents  ;  and  on  ken  slumber ;  a  diet  at  onee  nutntious, 

weighing  the  testimony  of  each,  it  is  unstiniulating,  and  easy  of  digestion. 

dtremely  probable  that  by  judicious  ThusJorbn'akfaHt,  I  would  recommend 

minaiFrmrnt.  where  there  exists  but  a  lightly -lK)i led  egg,  with  dry  buttered 

Httle&poeition  to inflanunatory  action,  toast,  or  bread  a  day  old,  and  tea  or 

it  will  prove  a  useful  adjunct  to  the  cocoa,  with  a  largi'  proportitm  of  milk ; 

^ttcfl^entieaof  jpnlmonary  disorders.  coffee,  with  an  cciual  (luantity  of  milk, 

Sir  Charlea  ocodamore  strongly  re-  may  be  taken  if  it  agree,  but  in  general 

commenda  a  mixture  of  iodine  with  I  have  found  it  too  Ktiniulatini;.    For 


niulating. 

iom^inlialedlrom  a  glass  apparatus  dinner    (which    Khould    be   an   early 

with  laLTBe  tubes,  by  wliich  treatment,  hour,  viz.  1   or  2),   meat,  princi|>ally 

fWihinril  with  general  measures,  he  mutton,  beef,  and  game:   veal,  ix>rk, 

that  he  has  effected   several  and  salted  meats,  are  objectionable  : 

Dr.  Corrican  prefers  impreg-  fried  fish  and  salmon  must  Ite  rejected 

the  air  of  the  patient's  room  from  the  dietary  of  the  phthisical  {ui. 

vrittllodfine.    Perhaps  tlie  most  inge-  tient ;  boiled  sole,  whiting,  and  had- 

■iauaand  economical  method  of  intro*  dock,    however,    are    nutritious    and 

dneing  this  substance  into  the  system  digestible,  and  may  therefore  be  al- 

by  innalation,  ia  that  proposed  by  Dr.  lowed;  a  moderate  proi>ortion  of  wclU 

Liigli,  of  Jersey,  who  direcU  the  pa-  dressed  vegetables  may  be  taken  with 

lient  to  apply  a  snflkient  quantity  of  Uie  meat,  with  a  small  r^uantity  of  mild 

iodine  (^nlment  on  the  ribs,  under  both  home-brewed  beer;  this  is  far  prefcmblc 

■zfllWy  and  then,  bv  covering  the  head  to  porter  or  wine,  which  are  too  stimu- 

with   the   bed-clotnes,  to   nihale  the  latm^.    The  tea  and  Rupper  should  be 

iodine  that  is  volatUized  by  the  heat  of  combined,  and  consist  princi^mlly  of 

liie  patient's  body.    This  {practice  may  milk,  or  thin  arrow-root,  with  toast  or 

be aovantageonsly adopted  in  hospitals,  bread  and  butter;  the  last  meal  ought 

and  aa  the  ointment  peaces  counter*  to  be  taken  at  least  one  hour  be&ro 

irritation,  I  would  suggest  its  simul-  bed-time.    In  addition  to  the  above,  I 

laneona  application  below  the  clavicles,  would  strongly  recommend  a  tumbler 

TWatcf^-^After  the  removal  of  local,  of  asses*  milk  to  be  taken  twice  a  day, 

aapecially  eastric  irritation,  and  the  vis.  on  rising  in   the   morning,  and 

mote  prominent  symptoms  caused  by  again  inunediately  before  retinng  to 

the  presenoe  of  tubereles,  the  free  ex«  rest. 

hibition  of  tonic  remedies  (with  a  view        Anotlier  admirable  tonic  is  a  resi- 

i9  impmve   the  general   health,    by  dcnce  where  the  air  is  mild  and  dry,  to 
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the  invigorating  infltienoe  of  which  the  have  proved,  both  in  my  own  practice 
patient  should  expose  himself  as  much  as  well  as  in  that  of  others,  of  unoues- 
as  possible,  carefully  avddinff  easterly  tionable  benefit  in  the  treatment  or  the 
ana  northerly  winds.  He  should  live  early  stage  of  pulmonary  phthisis,  it 
much  in  the  open  air,  taking  gentle  now  only  remains  for  me,  in  a  few 
exercise,  the  best  of  which  by  mr,  when  words,  to  notice  the  especial  treatment 
attainable,  is  that  derived  firom  horse  of  those  forms  in  which  the  disease 
exercise.  Sailing  on  the  sea,*  when  commonly  obtains  at  its  commence- 
moderately  agitated,  if  it  do  not  excite  ment,  more  particularly  in  reference  to 
too  great  nausea,  is  another  valuable  its  complication  with  inflammation  and 
remedy  in  the  early  stage  of  the  com-  haemorrhage. 

plaint;  and,  at  this  period,  seldom  fails  When  bronchitis  or  pneumonia  co- 
in Wording  marked  relief;  cruising  exist  with  tuberculous  deposit,  the 
round  the  coast,  at  repeated  short  proper  remedies  will  be  depletion, 
intervals,  by  avoiding  the  inevitable  saline  aperients,  antimony,  low  diet, 
eiittfit  conse<][uent  on  a  protracted  sea  and  the  cautious  exhibition  of  mercury 
expedition,  is  preferable.  Travelling  to  the  extent  of  ilightly  afiecting  the 
(provided  the  circumstances  of  the  svstem.  Having,  by  one  or  more  of 
patient  admit  of  the  comforts  of  home,  tnese  measures,  subdued  the  inflamma- 
combined  with  the  strictest  regard  to  tory  condition,  the  period  then  arrives 
the  improvement  of  the  general  health),  for  emetics,  counter-irritation,  and  mild 
by  varying  the  air  and  scene,  and  at  tonics ;  at  the  same  time,  by  way  of 
the  same  time  tranquillizing  the  mind,  precaution,  frequently  repeating  the 
proves,  in  msjoy  cases,  a  valuable  aux-  topical  bleeding  by  leeches  below  the 
iliarv  to  the  tonic  treatment.  clavicles. 

The  shower-bath,  if  possible,  should  When  haemoptysis  is  a  prominent 
never  be  neglected  by  those  in  whom  symptom  in  the  early  stage  of  phthisis, 
there  exists  the  shghtest  predisposition  small  and  repeated  general  blood- 
to  the  tuberculous  habit,  it  is  astonish-  lettings  are  advisable ;  saline  aperients ; 
ing  the  amount  of  benefit  derived  nauseatine  doses  of  antimony  or 
from  this  remedy  as  a  tonic;  it  enables  ipecacuanha;  the  mineral  acids,  with 
the  invalid  to  bear  with  impunity  the  opium ;  the  acetate  of  lead,  with  opium 
vicissitudes  of  climate,  braces  the  sys-  and  acetic  acid ;  or  creosote,  with  opium ; 
tem,  gives  tone  to  the  digestive  organs,  or  lastly,  in  the  event  of  all  these  reme- 
and,  b;^  diminishing  the  susceptibility  dies  failing  to  arrest  the  bleeding,  we 
to  the  impressions  of  cold,  prevents,  in  may  try  what  is  now  believed  to  1^  the 
many  cases,  the  first  assumption  of  the  active  ingredient  of  Ruspini's  styptic, 
disease.  It  should  be  taken  every  viz.  gallic  aci^  in  doses  of  half  a  grain, 
morning  throuehout  the  year  on  rising,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 
and  its  use  followed  by  brisk  friction  Having,  by  the  above  practice,  suc- 
with  the  coarsest  towels.  If,  in  delicate  ceeded  in  stoppinff  the  bleeding,  we 
individuals,  the  shock  of  the  bath  can-  may  then,  witn  amrantage,  commence 
not  be  borne,  or  reaction  does  not  im-  the  exhibition  of  emetics ;  the  applica- 
mediately  follow,  rapid  sponging  of  the  tion  of  blisters  to  the  chest ;  the  use  of 
entire  surface  of  the  body,  succeeded  by  tonics,  especially  iron  and  the  mineral 
friction,  must  be  substituted.  ^  In  com-  acids ;  with  the  other  general  measures 
mencing  either  practice,  it  will  be  ad-  already  fullv  detail^ 
visable  to  use  the  water  slightly  warm ;  ^  If  the  msease  be  uncomplicated 
the  temperature,  however,  must  be  either  by  hsmoptysis  or  inflanunataon, 
daily  reduced,  until  it  becomes  cold,  at  which  in  the  majority  of  instances  is 
which  point  it  must  be  steadily  kept  the  case,  we  should  at  once  commence 
and  persevered  in.  Flannel  ougnt  the  practice  of  emetics,  counter-irrita- 
always  to  be  worn  next  the  skin ;  and,  tion,  and  iodine,  with  strict  attention 
during  the  winter  months,  I  would  to  the  rules  for  diet  and  regimen  above 
strongly    advise    a    chamois    leather  prescribed. 

waistcoat  being  worn  over  thin  flannel  To  ensure  the  beneficial  eflects  of 
during  the  day,  by  all  thosfr who,  from  the  foregoing  treatment,  it  must  be 
whatever  cause,  are  more  or  less  prone  commenced  e«r/y,  boldly^  and  con- 
to  the  disease.  timud  perseverinpfy  ;  and  although,  in 
Having  brought  /o  a  condnsion  the  so  fatal  an  aflfiection  as  phthisis  pul- 
copsideratioD.  oi  those  rcmeditB  which  monalis,  and  ome  l\xe  Xendeuc^  ol  ^m^cVi 
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to  a  progreinve  and  Iktal  termination  of  affording  him  relief.    An  operation 

is  lo  ^reat,  many  cases  will  inevitabW  accordingly  was  consented  to,  and  in 

oocmr  in  which  apparently  little  benefit  a  few  honrs  afterwards  was  carried  into 

IB  derived  from  any  mode  of  treatment ;  execution.     The  consequences  were, 

yet,  on  the  other  hand,  I  do  conscien-  that  the  bowel  was  reduced,  and  the 

tioosly  aflhm,  that  by  the  timely  and  urgency  of  the  symptoms  abated;  but 

judicious  exhibition  of  remedies,  the  in  lieu  of  the  duineer  of  the  former 

disease,  if  not  cured,  may  often  be  in-  tumor,  there  succeeaed  the  loatlisome- 

definitely  suspended ;  and  the  lives  of  ness  and  inconveniences  of  an  artificial 

hundreds,  in  whom  it  now  too  fre*  anus.     Up  to  the  present  time  the 

quently  runs  unchecked  to  its  close,  patient  had  been  discharging  his  fsces 

may  be  long  preserved  in  a  state  of  partly  by  the  rectum,  but  m  ^atcr 

happiness  and  comfort.  quantity   from   the   opening   m    the 

groin;  and  had  thereby,  by  the  acri- 

CASE  OF  ARTIFICIAL  ANUS,  monjr  of  the  discharge,  incurred  ex- 
tensive excoriation  round  about  and  in 

•cccBssFULLY  xmsATED  BY  INCISION  OF  ^^  ncighbourhood  of  the  latter  situa- 

ITS  DIVIDED  KDGB8.  ^j^„        |j^g  ^^^^^  OCCUpicd  the  middle 

third  of  the  sulcus  which  divides  the 

Titke  Bdiiornf  the  Medical  Gaiette,  thigh    from    the    abdomen,  was   two 

gii^  inches  long,  irregular  in  its  edges,  but 

V     au    'i?  11  u     ij  1      *!.      I.*  capable  of  complete  closure   oy  the 

^'Jl?^  fol\owmg  should  be  thought  ^eS-bent  position  of  the  thigh  upon 

worthy  of  the  pages  of  the  Medical  ^y^^  ^^^      "^tlcut  felt  exhauiTted,  Snd 

®.^P^J!'  *"  w"^^'  \"«^^^'^?  ^'^^  °^"^^  complained  of  great  pain  and  teider- 

obUge  the  writer.— I  am,  sir,  ^^'^  .^  ^y^^  y^^  an^sacrum,  occa- 

Your  obedient  servant,  gj^^^  y^  ^y^^  continued  pressure  of  the 

P.  Malcolm,  M.C.  ,nattrass  on  which  he  lay  on  these 

Boston,  May  90tb,  I84S.  p„jg     Qn  dilating  the  edges  of  the 

John  Barclay,  set  47,  farm  labourer,  wound,  which  were  much   inverted, 

for  the  last  two  years  has  been  troubled  and     covered     with     spongy-lookintr 

with  periodical  prolapses  of  a  reducible  skin,  a  quantitjr  of  wind  and  liquid 

inguinal  hernia,  attaining  sometimes  fBeccs  made  their  escape,  and  obscured 

the  sixe  of  a  hen's  egg,  and  occupying  the  internal   orifice    for  a  time,  but 

an  elevated  position  m  the  left  ^in.  which,  by  sponging  and  drying,  was 

Previons  to  the  last  two  months  it  has  afterwards  determined  to  be  of  the  sise 

occasioned  him  but  inconsiderable  pain,  of  a  shilling.  As  the  patient  was  much 

and  very  little  inconvenience,  save  that  reduced  in  strength,  and  on  the  point 

of  assuming  the  horizontal  position  and  of  being  threatened  with  bed  sores; 

reducing  the  tumor  with  his  own  hand,  and,  moreover,  as  there  were  no  marks 

Never  wore  a  truss,  and  says  the  rup-  of  incarnation  in  the  bottom  of  the 

tnre  has  frequently  continued  down  for  wound,  and  no  external  evidence  of  a 

spaces   of  thirtv-six   and  forty-eight  disposition  to  heal,  it  was  proposed  to 

hours  without  the  occurrence  of  any  the  patient,  as  a  means  of  increasing 

unpleasant   symptoms.     About   eight  his  present  comfort  and  adding  greater 

weeks  ago,  however,  after  a  hard  dav's  certainty  to  his  recovery,  to  submit 

work,  an  unusual  pain  began  to  be  felt  himself  to  the  chances  of  a  second 

in  the  seat  of  the  tumor,  which  had  operation.    The  proposal  was  readily 

now  become  exquisitely  painful  to  the  acceded  to;  and  on  the  following  day, 

touch  and  defied  all  nis  attempts  at  with  an  instrument  prepared  for  the 

icdnetion.    The  pain  increased  rapidly  purpose,  I  proceeded  to  incise  the  edges 

with  thecontinuance  of  the  rupture,  and  of  the  wound,  and  afterwards  to  keep 

in  aeven  hours  afterwards  all  the  symp-  them  in  close  contact,  with  the  object 

toniB  of  strangulation  had  supervened,  in  view  of  producing  adhesion  of  their 

A  surgeon  had  been  immediately  called  surfaces,  and  effecting  a  favourable  ter- 

in,  who,  failing  in  all  his  attempts  to  mination  to  the  disease.    The  instru- 

efieet  reduction,  and  perceiving  the  ments   I   employed  for   the   purpose 

alanning  advance  made  by  the  symp-  were  a  piece  of^iron  wire  bent  into  & 

toms,  intimated   to   the   patient   the  parallelogram  ot  l\\<^\eiv\^^sv^^^V^ 

danger  of  his  condition,  and  held  out  of  the  woaud,  an^  a  cowimoTv  *e"MX|^. 

MO  cpenthn  as  the  only  available  means  By  inKerling  ihe  toiniW  \yct\ftivOMi\vka5v3 
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into  the  wound,  and  pressing  first  on  centre  of  the  tnmor.    I  easily  extracted 

one  side  and  next  upon  the  other,  so  about  two-thirds  of  an  ordinary-sized 

as  to  make  the  respective  walls  of  the  sewing-needle,  which  had  its  surface 

wound  to  protrude  tnrough  the  opening,  completely  oxidized,    and  the  edges, 

the  necessary  slice  to  be  remored  was  where  it  had  been  broken,  rounded 

thus  conveniently  brought  within  reach  and  perfectly  smooth.     No  pain,  red- 

of  the  scalpel,  and  the  operation  was  ness  of  the  surface,  or  even  the  most 

done  without  pain  or  loss  of  blood,  trifling  bleedinc^,  followed  its  removal. 

The  results  fully  realized  my  expecta^  A  small  quantity  of  thin  colourless 

tions:  union  took  place  by  the  first  serum  only  escaped.   The  tumor  almost 

intention;  and  the  man,  grateful  for  immediately  disappeared.    The  patient 

his  recovery,  was  able  to  resume  his  could  not  remember  having  swallowed 

usual  occupations  in  thirteen  days.  such  a  body ;  but  there  can  be  little 

doubt  of  it,  as  I  know  her  to  be  above 

EXTRACTION  OP  A  NEEDLE  FROM  deceit,  and  the  foct  of  the  point  being 

THE  LEG  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  escape  disproves  any  other 

'  notion. 

BUPPOSBD  TO  HAv»  BBBN  pftBviousLT  I    infer  that  this  needle  was  sur- 

swALLowKD.  roundcd  by  cysts :  the  crackling  and 

—  subsequent  temporary  disappearance  of 

To  the  Editor  qf  th»  Medical  Gazette.  '^e  tumor  upon  pressure  would  justify 

^  such  a  conclusion. 

Sib,  This  case  may  be  of  service  to  any 

Many  cases  are  on  record,  and  some  in  who  are  consulted  by  persons  rendered 

the  early  numbers  of  your  journal,  of  anxious  on  account  of  having  swal- 

xieedles  which,  after  being  swallowed,  lowed  a  similar  body.~I  am,  sir, 

have  subsequently  escaped  from  the  Your  obedient  servant, 

surface  of  the  body.     Such  results  are  C 

usually  described    as    attended    with  London,  May  ii,  1S4S. 

more  or  less  unfavourable  symptoms,     '■ = = — -  i 

i^°ir?rV2^f aiinSSjrtm^l;    medical  gazette. 

be  worthy  of  remark,  in  which  a  needle  Friday^  June  2, 1843. 

passed  from  the  leg  of  a  female,  with-  __ 

out  giving  rise  to  any  thing  but  the 

most  trifling  degree  of  irritation.  ''  Licet  omnibuf,  licet  eUam  milii,  di|n>iut«u 

A  VOUng  woman,   m.  -«,  consuitea  puWicam  sit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuw." 
me  about  eight  weeks  back  respecting  Cicbio. 

a  small  swelling  about  the  size  of  a  

walnut,  situated  on  the  outer  side  of 

the  calf  of  the  leg.     It  was  hard  and  THE  REVENUE  IN  JEOPARDY  FROM 
very  moveable,  £d  not  implicate  the  SPURIOUS  CHEMISTRY, 

adjacent  skin,  and  gave  no  pain  unless  *  n     --i,    -.^     «  *    .   ■ 

roughly  handled.    When  pressed  with  ^\  ^^  ^®"  ^^^  ^V  Boerhaave  that  chc- 

some  force  it  gave  a  distinct  sensation  mistry,  though  an  excellent  handmaid 

of   crackling,    and   altogether  disap*  to  medicine,  was  a  bad  mistress ;  and 

peared,  at  the  same  time  causing  the  ^gmay  add  that  all  the  ordinary  affairs 

patient  to  complain  of  a  *•  pricking  ^r  rr      j    •*     ..l     i       .       t_ 

pain,*'  which  lasted  until  the  tumw  ^^  f^^  *^^^  ^»^h  advantage  her  oc 

re  formed,  which  took  place  in  a  few  casional   interference,     though    they 

hours.      This    was   repeated   several  would  be  damaged  by  her  constant 

times.    The  hiconvenienee  caused  by  direction, 
the  swelling  was  so  slight,  that  no       c^.,«-«i    •  «*      ^  i.         i  *  t 
active  rem&es  were  csSed  for.     A       ^^^^'^^   mstances  have  lately    oc- 

lirfit  bandaee  and  cold  lotions  afforded  curred  where  the  revenue  has  been  pro- 

au  the  relief  required.  tected  by  skilful  analysis  from  frauds 

At  the  expiration  of  eight  weeks  the  which  might  have  appeared  at  first  too 

point  of  a  needle  pivjecting  a  line  or    detect.    Dr.  Ure,  whose  analytic  dex- 
ffvo  through  the  bkin,  directly  in  the    letity  has  coiifcned  \Ya^  Xicofe^iV.  \x\!^t\ 
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tlw  coimtTy,  has  giTen  the  history  of  and  of  Mr.  WaMie,  practical  chemibt  L^ 
hit  aaceesa  in  a  pamphlet,  of  which  we  the  Liverpool  Apothecaries'  Company, 
have  placed  the  title  at  the  head  of  this  were  laid  before  Dr.  Ure.  Mr.  Graham's 
article.  certificatei  which  appears  to  be  the  one 

It  appears  that  in  September  1842,  a  already  quoted,  affirms  that  a  small 
eargo  of  eighteen  casks  was  entered  at  the  quantity  of  spirit  in  naphtha  is  ezcecd- 
Cnstom-honse  of  Liverpool  by  Messrs.  ingly  difficult  of  detection,  owing  to  the 
TennantSy  Clow,  and  Co.,  under  the  impossibility  of  separating  them  when 
litk  of  ntipktkaf  at  a  valuation  in  the  once  mixed.  He  is  unable,  therefore, 
whole  of  £50.  It  was  suspected  that  to  say  whether  the  naphtha  contains  a 
the  eaigo  was  not  really  naphtha,  and  small  quantity  of  alcohol  or  not ;  but 
after  the  matter  had  been  referred  to  he  affirms  that  the  alcohol  coulJ  not  be 
the  Board  of  Customs  in  London,  a  separated,  nor  used  in  making  English 
■amplebottle  was  forwarded  for  analysis  gin  by  distillation  from  potash,  or  any 
to  Dr.  Ure.  In  his  report  he  stated  other  process  whatever. 
that  the  liquor  was  not  naphtha,  but  David  Waldie,  again,  certifies  that 
pyroligneous  acid  mixed  with  alcohol ;  the  naphtha  gave  no  evidence  of  the 
or  rather,  as  it  should  seem,  spirits  presence  of  alcoholic  spirit ;  but  that  it 
masked  by  a  slight  admixture  of  pyro-  was  merely  pyroxylic  spirit,  or  wood- 
ligneous  acid.  One  hundred  parts  of  naphtha,withle88impurities  than  usual, 
the  fluid  in  the  bottle  contained  ninety-  on  which  account  its  flavour  was 
one  of  proof  spirits.  "  The  $pril$  thuM  more  agreeable  than  ordinary  :  nor 
dutilied  may  he  rendered  quite  palate^  could  it,  in  his  opinion,  be  made  a 
«Mt  by  rectification  with  potath,  to  as  drinkable  liquid  by  any  chemical  pro- 
to  heJU/or  nuihiHg  English  ginJ*  cess. 

In  consequence  of  this  report,  the        Dr.  Ure,  having  reserved  the  greater 
Commissioners  ordered  the  goods  to  be    portion  of  the  original  sample .  bottle, 
detained  for  having  been  entered  under    performed  a  series  of  fresh  cxpcrimeuls 
A  fidse  denomination.    The  importing    with  it,  and  furnished  the  Surveyor- 
mcxchants  now  procured  a  contrary    General's  office  with  the  result  on  the 
eertificate  from  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  at    7th  of  January. 
Liferpool,  as  well  as  one  from  Professor        He  allows  that  alcohol  and  naphtha, 
Graham,  of  the  London    University    being  equally  volatile,  cannot  be  com- 
College.    The  Professor  stated  that  the    pletely  separated  by  distillation,  or  by 
liqoor  was  not  convertible  into  gin  by    any  direct  method :  yet  the  thing  can 
potash  or  by  any  other  process ;  that  it    be  done  indirectly.    In  the  present  in- 
WB8  not  alcohol ;  that  the  small  pro-    stance,  however,  it  was  easy  to  ascertain 
portion  of  alcohol,  if  any,  which  it  con-    the  presence  of  a  large  pro|K>rtion  of  alco- 
tained,  was  not  separable  from  it ;  and    hoi,  without  effecting  tliis  separation. 
that  it  contained  no  pyroligneous  acid.    The  method  was  as  follows : — When  al- 
A  memorial  embodying  these  points    cohol,  fifty  or  sixty  per  cent,  above  proof, 
having  been  presented  to  the  Board  of    ismixed  with  its  own  weight  of  sulphuric 
TVade,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the    acid,  and  distilled,  it  affords  sulphuric 
Board  of  Customs  for  re-consideration,    ether  i  but  when  wood-spirit,  or  wood- 
Mr.  Ross,  the  surveyor-general,  was    naphtha,  is  treated  in  the  same  way,  it 
aceordingly  instructed  to  invite   Dr.    affords,  not  a  liquid,  but  an  aeriform 
Ure  to  a  consultation  in  his  office.  This    product.    Moreover,  in  the  former  case, 
took  place  on  the  5th  of  January,  when    if  the  distillation  is  conUnued  t»o  Vara^^ 
the  certiScRtes  of  Profesaor  Graham,    the   rc^dunm  vcl  \\i^  t€\»xV.  \y^»s^^^ 
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black,  thick,  and  froths  ap  with  such  pied  for  three  weeks  in  experiments 
impetuosity  as  to  be  projected  out  of  with  this  liquid,  which  fiilly  confirmed 
the  vessel,  though  fifty  times  as  large  the  former  ones,  and  showed  that  the 
as  the  liquid  required  before  its  intu-  **  naphtha"  was  merely  alcohol  dis- 
mescence ;  in  the  latter,  the  mixture  guised  with  a  little  pyroligneous  acid, 
neither  thickens  nor  froths  up.  Now,  In  the  first  place,  Dr.  Ure  and  his 
%fter  rectifying  the  imaginary  naphtha  friend  took  half  a  gallon  of  the  liquid 
by  repeated  distillations,  Dr.  Ure  treated  from  five  of  the  bottles  indiscriminately, 
it  with  sulphuric  acid,  when  it  yielded  and  having  distilled  by  the  heat  of  a 
a  fine,  fragrant,  liquid  sulphuric  ether,  water-bath,  obtained  a  spirit  of  sp.  gr. 
and  almost  as  much  as  the  same  quan-  0*901,  while  an  acidulous  residuum,  as 
tity  of  alcohol  would  have  done.  A  before,  was  left  in  the  still.  A  part  of  the 
very  little  ligneous  or  methylic  ethereal  alcohol  thus  obtained  was  then  rectified^ 
gas  also  appeared.  In  due  time  the  and  afterwards  afforded  a  fine  ether  of 
residuum  became  black,  frothed  up,  specific  gravity  0*752.  A  gallon  of  the 
and  was  |MX>jected  out  of  the  vessel  with  Liverpool  naphtha  was  then  distilled 
great  violence.  ''  Thus  by  the  product  with  a  rectifying  apparatus  of  Dr. 
of  fine  liquid  ether,  and  the  intumes-  Ure's  own  invention ;  and  a  portion  of 
cence  in  die  retort,  two  infallible  proofe  the  alcohol  obtained  from  it  was  made 
of  abundance  of  alcohol  in  the  said  into  twenty  ounces  of  ether,  of  sp.  gr. 
naphtha  are  obtained— proofs  which  0*742.  This  is  lighter,  and  therefore 
will  be  recognised  in  every  chemical  finer,  than  the  standard  ether  of  the 
court  in  Christendom."  Dr.  Ure  found,  Pharmacopceia. 
too,  that  four  fluid  ounces  of  the  pyro-  Dr.  Ure  finds  that  when  ten  parts  of 
ligneous  acid  residuum  saturated  as  wood-naphtha  are  mixed  with  ninety 
much  carbonate  of  potash  as  two  fluid  of  alcohol,  and  the  mixture  is  treated 
ounces  of  ordinary  vinegar.  with  sulphuric  acid,  it  does  not  affi>rd 

He  naturally  thought  that  the  matter  ether,  but  a  pungent  and  offensive  fluid, 
was  now  settled ;  but  on  the  18th  of  thus  showing  that  the  Liverpool  mix- 
February  he  was  again  summoned  to  ture  contained  little  or  no  real  naphtha^ 
the  Custom-House  to  consider  two  cer-  but  owed  its  peculiar  taste  and  flavour 
tificates  signed  by  Mr.  Brande,  both  to  the  pyroligneous  oil  of  the  wood- 
denying  the  presence  of  alcohol  in  the    vinegar. 

Apposed  naphtha.    Some  little  doubt,       Dr.    Ure   and    Mr.    Scanlan   were 
however,  overshades  the  denial,  and    equally  successful   in   making  sweet 
Mr.  Brande  suggests  the  propriety  of   spirit  of  nitre,  and  gin,  with  the  recti- 
submitting  the  question  to  some  third    fled  Liverpool  liquor, 
chemical  aathoiity*  They  afterwards  ascertained  that  the 

Dr.  Ure  now  requested  to  have  a  pretended  naphtha  consisted  of  seventy 
sample  from  each  of  the  casks  at  Liver-  parts  of  alcohol,  14-3  above  proof,  and 
pool,  and  he  according  received  18  thirty  of  pyroligneous  add. 
bottles  fbll  of  the  naphtha,  with  the  They  then  tried  a  variety  of  experi- 
corks  sealed  with  the  Custom-Hoose  ments  with  genoine  naphtha  from  the 
arms.  The  liquor  was  like  the  former  mannfectory  of  Messrs.  Hill,  of  Dept- 
■ample.  It  had  a  soar  empjnreumatic  ford,  and  pxyved,  if  more  proof  were 
smell,  an  addnknis  taste,  reddened  needed,  how  different  was  the  reality 
litmus,  eflbrvesced  with  carbonate  of  from  the  Liverpool  fiction.  Among 
scda,  and  had  a  specific  gravity  of  0*942.  other  differences,  Hill's  naphtha  of  sp. 
A*.  Ure  aad  Mr.  Scanlan  were  occu-    gr.  0*870  boils  at  144^  Fah.,  while 
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■Hcghol  of  diQ  nine  .qwcifie  gravity  dupposes,  was  intended  as  a  puzzle  for 

boila  at  180**.  onr  professors  of  chemistry ;  for  it  con* 

ttfiflge  thHecbemieal  proofs  to  shew  sisted  of  sixty  parts  of  real  wood-spirit 

tlukt  the  caaks  at  LiTerpool  did  not  and  forty  of  alcohol.  The  eight  samples 

coiitwn  iia|Jitli8y  Dr.  Ure  gives  a  com-  seized  hy  the  Excise  were  nothing  but 

moieU  onei  which  is  worth  mention-  alcohol  impregnated  **  with  the  dead 

log.    The  caaks  were  imported  from  coal  oil  of  the  coal-tar  distillers." 

New  York.    Now  naphUia  is  made  It  would  be  unjust  to  conclude  with- 

onljftDm  pyroligneons  add ;  and  where  oat  mentioning  that  Mr.  Brande  made 

diere  mn  no  great  calico-printing  esta-  the   amende  honorable  in  the  hand- 

UidBnenti  (as  there  are  none  in  the  somest  manner,  and  allowed  that  he 

Umted  States)  little  or  none  of  this  had  committed  an  error,  in  the  tone 

b  prepvcd.    But  the  casks  in  that  befits  a  gentleman. 

contained  about  2000  gallons  We  have  assumed  that  Dr.  Ure  is  in 

of  "naphtha,*'  equivalent   to   about  the  right;   but  should  arguments  or 

dOOyOOOof  pyroligneous  acid,  '*  a  quan-  &cts  appear  to  show  that  he  is  in  the 

l^j  certainly  fitr  greater  than  has  been  wrong,  we  shall  not  let  them  drop  with- 

■■de  there  since  the  days  of  Elizabeth.'  out  notice.    The  only  fault  we  have  to 

Tile  simple  fact  is,  that  coarse  ardent  find  with  him  at  present  is  thathe  treats 

spirit  is  excessively  cheap  in  the  United  his  opponents  with  a  leetle  too  much 

Stately  and  pyroligneous  acid  can  easily  asperity.    It  is  obyious,  however,  that 

he  pioeuTCd  to  give  it  a  flavour.  his  discovery  is  of  high  importincc  : 

It  appears,  moreover,  that  this  same  were  the  nation  served  by  many  men  as 

intiodnetion    of    alcohol,    under    its  zealous  and  as  skilful  as  Dr.  Ure,  the 

naine  of  naphtha,  has  be-  income  tax  would  have  been  unne- 

vciy  frequent  of  late ;  sometimes  cessary. 

it  eiMBCS  from  abroad,  and  at  other  times 


ttk  of  nktive  growth.  EXAMINATION  OP  THE  BODY  OE 

A  nmple  of  some  "  naphtha"  im-  THE  LATE  MR.  TYRRELL. 

ported  fkttn   Havre   in   the  "James  56  hgdrs  after  death. 

Wat^  waa  analysed  by  Dr.  Ure,  and  

ftnnd  to  contain  at  least  95  per  cent.  ^,          mi.     i          i     ,       -.i^ 

0jf  .ImiIiaI  «r  e«    «*  /vaio    «*  -k^.,^  CAmI.— The  pleura  closely  adherent 

of  dcohol  of  sp.  gr.  0-842,  or  about  throughout  the  whole  of  the  right  side 

oa.7  ofw  proof !  of  the  chest,  by  old  adhesive  bands.  On 

Ten  more  samples  of  sham  naphtha  the  left  by  a  &w  only. 

woe  sent  to  Dr.  Ure  for  analysis,  by  The  right  lung  hepatised,  or  con- 

the  fmcMi  authorities,  iiithin  one  fort-  f^ll^,^;,!^^^^^                       *^  ''*'^l? 

•J.*     fn_              g         1.    rf-i  extent ;  there  being  only  a  very  small 

Bi^it.^   Two  came  from  the  Customs,  portion  that  was  crepitant  on  pressure. 

and  eight  from  the  Excise.    The  first  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  lower  por- 

of  the  former  was  an  approach  to  the  ^^?^^  ^*\«  trachea  and  right  bronchus 

,«»d„.t,fl;«,d,a,D,.Un.ple,sanfly  f -^'-j^  tSjgt^^d  wK^ 

but  crepitating  tolerably  on  pressure. 

ihBftiltaffriBipnbiaii;  as  he  don  not  give  the  tended,  and  containing  from  an  ounce 

Htattaa,  we  emmctate  tbe  difllciilty,  for  tbe  and  a  half  to  two  ounces  of  dark  fluid 

T:^SSfS^SS?SSSS^SS^^"^l'^  W«^    On  the  porterior  aspect  of  the 

ihs  BUM  epecMc  flji^ty,  or  othcrwiBe,  and  rignt  auncie  the  mvestmg  pericardium, 

^dgnftr  no cbukge of  deniity  by admUture ;  to  a  considerable  extent,  had  a  rough, 

S5!5SlS5n'"of2^^  depressed,  and  by  the^aid  of  a  lens! 

tCprablemiisoKedwttlKmttheaidof heat,  an  ulcerated  appearance;   while  the 
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onpodtcflnrfticeoftheloowpericardiam,  eminence,  of  cyits  formed  m  Immediate 

to  the  same  extent,  had  a  granular  or  proximity  to  the  twUii  or  epididymis ;  and 

t  Qberculated  appearance,  vei7  similar  to  pomted  out  wme  of  the  prmcipd  cbaracteni 

thrtuberculoSs  accretions  which  we  fcywMchai^stedhydroc^ 

iiic  luuci !,««/««.   OA-  *          .^^^i^^^oMw* .  from  coUectioQfl  in    the   tuiica  yaginalii. 

find  occasionaUy  on  the  peritoneum ;  '^  p,,eiiliari^  of  Uie  former  is,  t£it  the 

there  were  two  or  three  adfieavc  bands  ^SSSKtb^ 

oonnecUng  these  two  sur&ces.  exhibiu  no  traces  of  albumen ;  and  another 

The  heart  itself  was  twice  the  natural  |,^  nj^t  in  the  operationa  for  radical  cure  ita 

size ;  the  muscular  fibre  pale,   flaccid  ^^|^  are  not  so  prone  to  take  on  inflamma- 

and  fiabby,  and  collapsing ;  the  cavities  ^^  BCtkon  as  those  in  common  hydrocele, 

of  both  ventricles  much  dilated,  bnt  One  object  of  the  author's  communication 

without  hypertrophy  of  the  wails )  the  ^g^raa  to  give  a  rational  explanation  of  thia 

left  ventricle  more  especially  dilated  i  drcumstanoe. 

in  the  right  ventricle  were  two  or  three  About  nine  or  ten  montiis  since  he  was 

delicate  filaments  of  lymph  of  consider-  consulted  by  a  gentleman  beyond  the  middle 

able  strength,  stretcning  between  the  period  of  life,  on  account  of  tumor  of  the 

came«  column®  and  chords  tendine®,  scrotum.    There  was  plainly  fluid  on  both 

and  across  the  cavity,  the  evident  re-  rid«s.    The  largest  cyat  was  punctured,  and 

suit  of  former  endocarditis.    All  the  g»7"^^^,  ^  ■^"^,.^«*!J.  2i,^'°\*''^u'*^ 

valves  of  the  heart  and  aorta  were  per-  ^^  ^^'^*  "^Sf  ^5,  ^^^.'''S  '^L! 
f^fXxT  n«tnMl  l**tle  soap  diffbaed  through  it.    The  other 

rrZ-.  i;l-?  !.««  -mUwrnfl   v«^  mnnh    Side  was  puncturcd  a  few  months  afterwapds. 
The  liver  *^.en>«'gcd,  veiy  much  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^ 

induratec^  especiallv  at  the  snpenor  ^.^^^^.rgcd.    A  short  time  since  the  patient 

Ijortion  of  the  nght  lobe,  and  granular  „t^rn4.  to  have  the  first  cyst  again  emp- 

tliroughout.  rr  o  Tj  TLT  n  *^-    The  fluid  had  the  same  appearance  as 

'  H.  S.  ROOTS,  M.D.  before ;  it  contained  scarcely  a  trace  of  albu- 

C.  AsTON  Ket.  men.    On  the  second  day  after  it  had  been 

Signed,      .     Gboroe  Bbaman.  drawn  off  a  small  quantity  was  examined 

James  Dixon.  with  the  microscope,  whoi  it  was  found 

,  William  Trew.  quite  full  of  spermatozoa.    It  contained  also 

-kT  rnu   ii   'jui      T    *i,^ :..««      some  of  the  primitive  cells  in  which  the 

NoTE.-Thcfluidbloodinthepencar.  ^^^^  ^^  developed,    and    mucous 

dium  was  most  probably  exuded  from  J^bulcs.  Had  the  llmT^been  examined 
the  depressed  and  apparently  ulcerated  ^^^^^  probably  the  animslcnlfs  might  have 
surface  of  the  pericardium  before  stated,    y^^  f^^^  j^  motion. 

■ The  preceding  observation  was  lately  con- 

ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL  ftnned  by  the  examination  of  the  fluid  with- 

SOCIETY.  drawn  from  a  small  cyst  in  the  scrotum  of 

--     ^       ,  a  man  set.  53,  who  had  applied  to  be  treated 

«      «_    ""y"'^**^      ^  for  bad  stricture.     It  was  nearly  transpa- 

Thb  Pbesidsntim  the  Chair.  ^ent,  and  colourless  ;  and  was  found  to  con- 

.  ^     ^,         ..  „        .   ,  ,w   ,        .  tain  numerous  spermatozos,  some  of  which 

A  fewObMervatiOM  on  EtKyiied  Hydrocele,  continued  to  move  actively  for  a  considers. 

By  RoBwiT  L18TON.  F.R.S.  Surgeon  to  ^,1^  ^^^  ,^^  ^e  Ayij  ^^  ^een  drawn  from 

the  North  London  Hospital.  ^^  ^.^^^ 

Thb  author  commenced  by  referring  to  the  The  author  referred  next  to  sevend  pre- 

exoellent  manner  in  which  the  subject  had  parations  of  cysts  connected  with  the  body 

been  treated  of  by  former  writers,  both  an-  of  the  testis  and  epididymb,  which  he  had 

dent  and  modem,  and  stating,  as  an  apology  attentively  examined,  with  the  view  of  ascer- 

for  introducing  it,    that  he  had  rrcentiy  taining  if  possible  the  nature  of  the  connec- 

made  an  observation  which  Induced  him  to  tion  between  these  collections  of  fluid  and 

believe  that  some  collections  in  the  scrotum  the  glandular  structure  of  the  testis.     He 

are  more  intimately  connected  with  the  tea*  concluded  with  proposing  the  three  follow - 

tide,  or  ita  seminiferous  tubes,   than  has  Ing  questions  for  investigation  :^ 

been  generally  supposed.     When  swelling  1st,  Does  the   limpid  fluid  drawn  from 

of  this  kind  have  attained  a  large  siae,  it  is  cysts  of  the  scrotum,   or  inguinal  region, 

difficult,   if  not  Impossible,  to  distinguish  uniformly,  or  often,  contain  apermatozoa? 

between  the  encvsted  and  the  common  hy-  2d,    What  connection  subsists  between 

drocele ;  so  that  It  Is  only  when  we  have  the  the  seminiferous  tubes  and  these  cysts  ? 

opportunity  of  examining  them  at  an  early  3d,  Whether  dilaUtion  of  parts  of  the 

Mttjfe  of  their  formation,  that  we  can  asoer-  epididymis  or  vas  deferens,  from  obstruction 

tM/n  their  nstan  corrvctfy.     He  sdvertrd  to  or  otherwise,  may  not  in  soulc  instances 

the  description  girea  by  sereral  authors  of  g\ve  rise  lo  lhc«  coWcc^oia^ 


ununoN  or  csrvical  vertebra.  s6» 

tt  1%  Ig  MtpHiihHil  Art  thaw  cwMt  aw  oIlMrcBdproieetafrointlieaidoftlieionnd; 

A   1^  macou  .JMrnhnae,  we  uother  ■cnpimctare  needle  is  impleuted  in 

n-cuyKilBdoBoftliedificiilty  the  membrane  of  the  trmpenuni.    ThiabeuiK 

»  ndbdone  nei  foUowlDg  i^iee-  done,  one  of  the  oonductiBf  wim  of  a  gal- 

HA  wtnm  epiL  vsnie  betteryt  of  which  the  trough  if  filled 

^mE^imhwkickpf^^  ^HSLZ^^^   mnritUc  acid,  ii  pM««l 

\J_ fTf* -'tjni*_r____  tfafoogh  the  eye  of  one  of  the  needles,  and 

IMS.    Bt  C   W  Bbu  *^  of  the  other  oondncting  wire  is  made 

^  to  H.  B/M-'i  Mtalon  it  J?  IS^LS^ /^^^/^f"*-^  I  *^^ 

,mmw  of  Pfff^.  !■  a  letter  to  Wi  "  ™"  begfaning,  aght  pain  of  the  battrry, 

/"^Dr.  OTj!  Bbll.   IVefeUinr  **"  I  got  to  ten,  to  twelve  pairs ;  finally  I 

ii  Oaiardl                           ▼w»B  ^^^  1^^  ^  1^2^!^  ^  eighteen,  and  at  present 

^           ,      ^   ,                    ^  I  have  patients  who  have  nndei^one  several  sit- 

aeariy  rimwttaneoosly  with  an  ino-  ^^j^  p^^^  ^^  ^^0^1^  ^f  ^hidj  contains  Ibrty 

^/??S?^!!1![T""*t'LPJ!??"'  metallic  pairs.    At  the  moment  that  the  two 

17  "  "i"?™  P^?!i*  T"**  1^     .??*  ?^  pol«»  ■"  P«t  in  contact,   there  is  a  very 

jg^  liawBile  at  .R^(»^,  and  earned  ^  p^i^f^i  .i^i^  |„  ^hm  ear  and  in  the  head,  with 

"        T*™.f™??y-    "•  diteasc  which  convulsive  motions  ;  but  this  shock  and  thU 

^Nor  witoeaaed  was  attended  with  a  ^^  ^^  immediately.     In  a  single  patient 

B^ed  action  of  the  h»rt  and  ar-  ^j^^  impression  was  feU  during  eight  days, 

-^'Tal,bntnettherpreceded  by  chill,  ^^^  j^  ^^r  extended  beyond  a  slight  pidn, 

J  by  pary  ration.  Many  of  the  ^^^^^  g,^,^^^  of  itself.     It  must  be  added, 

wrt  with  fits,  which  In  some  ^j^^^  ^^^  patients  who  were  submitted   to 

ffcaeiirtiled  epilepsy,  and  in  othen  electricity  m  this  manner,  were,  during  some 

Bha  apoplexy,  with  paljiy  of  one  or  moments,  as  if  stunned,  and  preserved  some 

«r  ™«^|^«!jj»  some  cases  the  jj^^  ^^^  ^^  eiperiment  a  bewildered  look. 

anftied  only  from   numbness  and  j^  ,j^ji„g  ^^  osually  confined  to  a  single 

of  flie  brads  and  feet,  and  they  had  ^^^y^  ^^^^^  ^^  patienU  were  irritable ;  I 

loworleaaiwlpitationorthe  heart  at  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  i„ 

itfme,  sometimes  amounting  to  pain.  ^e  whose  sensibUity  was  obtuse,  and 

«W  attain  of  apaim  and  Ion  of  power  m  the  ^^o  have  been  abtiady  submitted  to  electro- 

^      "^.^"^  penodically  in    some  puncture.     In  general  I  allow  eight  days  to 

I,  but  passed  off  as  single  attacks  in  between  each  trial.     The  author  then 

Tfce  author  was  induced  at  first  to  „,^t„  f^^^  coses  of  well  marked  deafness. 

CBploy  n^P^Cf^  measures ;  but  these  ^^  j„  ^^^^^  t,,^  ^„  ^„  complete ;  in  the 

ke  aoon  ^doned,  md  had  recourse  to  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^   i„  ^y^^  gj^^j  ,^f^ 

^pOabm.    Ms  last  medicine  he  did  not  find  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  j^  ^^  third  after  two  sit- 

J".  t  "™blnatlon  of  iron  and  ^^^^  ^^^^    composed    of    three  galvanic 

wfaieh  he  gave  on  first  accession  .hoc^B.  _  L'Bxamimateur    Medicale ;  and 


«r  Iha  diaeaia,  and  commonly  with  speedy    j^^^,„  journal. 
BMeaaa.     Nnmerous  cases  are  related  to 
OaaMta  the  disease  and  its  treatment. 


LUXATION  OF  CERVICAL 


OS  BtECTRO-PUNCTURE  IN  THE  VERTEBRiE. 

IBBATMENT  OF  DEAFNESS,  p^^^    Horner  presented  to  the  class  an 

PinifDixo  ON  A  PARALYSIS  OF  TUB  example  of  recent  occurrence  of  this  rare 

ACOUSTIC  NERVE.  and  commonly  fatal  accident.     A  boy,  Tho- 

_     ^    -  mas  Brierly,  aged  ten  years,  in  clambering 

BY  M.  JOBERT.  j^j^^t  ^  unfinished  house,  towards  the  kt- 

I^B  panlyds  of  the  acoustic  nerve  may  be  ter  part  of  November,  missed  his  footmg  on 

■ndiKed  by  exposure  to  a  current  of  air,  the  second  fioor  and  fell  through  the  stairway 

tottorreatashockofthehead,  to  wavesof  to  the  ccUar,  head  foremost,  a  distance  of 

«MDd  too  Yiolent,  to  affections  of  the  teeth  twenty  feet.     He  was  stunned  by  the  fall, 

or  of  the  gums.     Electro.puncture  bos  been  and  was  found,  as  sUted  by  the  friends,  with 

•Iraady  employed  in  these  cases,  but  it  had  his  head  bent  under  his  body.     He  was  oon- 

Mlen  itato  disrepute.     The  author  believes  vcyed  senseless  and  motionless  to  his  home. 

that  he  vaes  It  in  a  manner  more  direct  and  He  gradually  r^ned  his  perceptions,  but 

nOR  ntioaal ;    here  is  his  proceeding  : —  in  an  incoherent  and  perplexed  manner  :  his 

Staid'a  sound,  he  says,  is  introduced  through  head  was  much  bruiaed  by  the  Ail,  his  neck 

tha  nasal  fossa  into  the  eustachian  tube,  and  was  stiff  and  distorted,  forming  a  large  scr- 

f  B  tlda  aoond  a  long  thin  acupuncture  needle  pentine  bulge  on  the  left  side,  and  a  deep 

la  inserted,  so  asto  fix  Itself  in  apoint  of  the  concavity  to  the  ri|^t :  hisfooe  was  inclined 

of  the  eastacbiui  tube,  while  the  downwards  to  tfac  ri%Ut  ^de.    Cucumdufi- 
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tion  of  thd  head  was  arrested  and  the  netk. 
motionless.  The  practitioiier,  Dr.  Henry, 
who  attended  him  in  tiiis  stage  of  the  injory, 
applied  leeches  to  the  part,  emollients  and 
frictions  in  succession. 

In  two  days  after  the  accident  his  common 
and  accurate  perceptions  returned,  but  he 
was  affected  for  some  time  with  tingling  and 
numbness  in  the  left  upper  extremity. 

At  the  period  of  his  exhibition  to  the  dasi 
the  deformity  of  the  neck  is  still  obrioos, 
but  much  reduced ;  the  rotatory  motions  of 
the  neck  can  now  be  executed  to  some  ex- 
tent, but  are  mudi  more  to  the  right  than 
to  the  left  side.  On  tracing  the  line  of  the 
transverse  processes  of  the  Tertebra,  the 
upper  ones  starting  from  the  fourth  are 
about  half  an  inch  forward  of  the  lower,  in- 
dicating clearly  the  adTance  of  the  vertebra 
on  that  side,  and  consequently  proving  that 
the  left  lower  oblique  process  m  the  fourth 
vertebra  had  been  luxated  in  advance  of  the 
upper  oblique  of  the  fifth,  and  was  there 
fixed. 

We  may  presume  from  this  state  of  the 
accident,  that  the  intervertebral  substance 
there  had  been  partially  or  wholly  ruptured, 
and  that  the  two  vertebrK  were  hdd  together 
by  the  other  ligamentous  attadiments  and  by 
the  muscles.  An  attempt  at  the  replacing 
of  such  a  luxation  is  viewed  with  great 
apprehension  by  suigeons.  Desault,  in  a 
case  analogous,  absolutely  declined  making 
the  effort,  for  fear  of  its  fatal  issue ;  and  it 
is  rdated  by  M.  Petit  Radel,  (Boyer, 
Malad.  Chir.  vol.  4,  p.  118,)  that  a  young 
patient  at  La  Charity  expired  in  the  hands 
of  the  surgeons,  upon  such  an  attempt  a  few 
days  after  the  acoiident.  This  result  is  very 
intelligible  when  we  reflect  that  to  disengage 
an  obhque  process  thus  placed,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  begin  by  increasing  the  inflection  for- 
wards, or  in  other  words,  by  augmenting  the 
displacement,  which  must  in  aU  probability 
tear  up  more  of  the  natural  fastenings  of  the 
bones,  and  thus  subject  the  spinal  marrow 
to  compression  or  even  laceration.  Under 
these  drcumstances  Brierly  was  dismissed 
with  some  general  directions  for  his  treat- 
ment, and  the  expectation  that  his  yonth 
would  insure  a  still  further  erection  of  that 
part  of  the  spine.  At  the  period  of  his 
exhibition,  say  about  six  weeks  after  the 
accident,  his  general  health  was  good,  he 
eigoyed  the  use  of  all  his  fkeulties,  and  was 
going  to  school.— iliiMrieeii  MtHaU  JEjt- 
amimtr,  Jsn.  21, 1843. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OV  OBNTLSMBM  ▲DMITTXO  MBlfBBBS. 

W.  C.  fiSBall.— D.  Granthsm.— E.  Wright.— 
W.  IF.  MLenOmw.S.  IfiisOB.— W.  O.  Carter.— 
A.T:  TbooiMOD.-'P.  P.  M'Dtmogk,-r.  Ketty.- 
GT.MMie. 


WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS  OP 
MEDICAL  MEN. 

Wb  beg  leave  again  to  drew  attention  to  the 
dinner  of  this  Society,  advertised  to  take 
place  to-morrow,  and  especially  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  Stewards,  that  those  who  intend 
to  be  present  will  give  notice  of  their  intention. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of   deaths  from   all 

causes  registered  in    the    week'  ending 

Saturday,  May  20,  1843. 

Small  Fox 5 

Measles  SS 

Scarhitlna  31 

Hooping  Cough  56 

Croup  7 

Thmsh    4 

Diarrhoea    4 

Dysentery  1 

Cnolera    l 

Infloenxa 9 

Agne 0 

Erysipelas s 

Syphilis  i 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  147 
Diseases  of  the  Longs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    I7i 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels 17 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    70 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  frc 5 

CaiUdbed 10 

Ovarian  Dropsy  1 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 0 

Rheomatism 1 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 1 

Carbuncle 0 

Olcer    0 

Ffstnhi   I 

Diseases  of  Skin,  te 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 80 

OklAffe  or  Natural  Decay 64 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance    IS 

Canses  not  specified  4 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 871 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51°  37'  32"^ 
Lonffitude  0°  3' 61"  W.  qf  Oreemwiek. 

JpHllMS.       THBaMOMBTBB.     BaSOMXTICB. 


Wednesday  M 
Thursday  .  35 
Friday ...  98 
Saturday  .  87 
Sunday  .  •  38 
Monday  .  .  39 
Tuesday    .  80 


from  50  to  83 

45  63 

43  60 

44  61 
43  63 
41  53 
S3  60 


39*48  to  30*54 

39*55  39-66 

39-66  99*53 

39-59  99*49 

39*48  99-78 

39-88  39-96 

80*00  99*96 


Wind  variable.  8.  and  S.W.  prevailing. 
Except  the  35th  and  80th,  generally  cloudy« 
with  ft-Muent  rain. 
Rian  fallen,  1  inch,  and  *335  of  an  inch. 

Charlbs  Hbnrt  Adams. 

'  • ^ 

NoncB.— The  note  of  Dr.  C.  appears  to 
us  wholly  unnecessary,  on  wUdi  account  we 
have  omitted  it. 

WiuoM  It  Oaii.vv,  VI ,  ^Vuuei  ^Kx«K\>\iVDAisu. 
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FRIDAY,  JUNE  9,  1843. 


LECTURES  hnmorrhaill^,  or  exhaustion,  the  operation 

M  attended  with  little  difficulty  and  danger ; 

much  lew  tlian  the  application  of  the  for- 

THEORY    AND   PRACTICE    OF  cepg.     The  position  of  the  patient  ought  to 

MIDWIFERY,  he  the  same — the  left  side,  near  the  edge  of 

^» ^-.-  ,^  n^h^nf^t  r^i^rnp^M  ^**®  hed- whether  you  are  going  to  use  die 

D^wtredm  tkeTketUre  qfSi.  Georyt  t  forceps,  perforate  the  head,  induce  prema- 

Hoipitai,  tm^  labour,   deliver  by  turning  the  child, 

Br  RoBimr  Lie,  M.D.  F.R.S.  or  remove  a  retained  placenta.    The  diffi. 

culty  of  all  these  operations  will  be  greatly 

—  increased  if  you  allow  patients  to  lie  upon 

»  XXIX  *^®  back,  as  they  do  during  labour  on  the 

'  Continent,  or  on  the  left  side  at  a  distance 

te  Ite  optrution  t^fcnrntotomy,  the  indnc-  f^^  the  edge  of  the  bed.     No  practitioner, 

Jiam^fremMimre  labour,  mid  the  Cata-  ^hateTcr  the  extent  of  his  experience  may 

rem  Meflbii.  be,  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  open  the  head 

WBBmw  the  child  is  dead,   wliere  a  great  of  a  child,  without  the  most  urgent  neces- 

dkprapoitum  exists  between  its  head  and  sity,  unless  he  is  absolutely  certain  that  the 

the  pelvis  from  any  cause,  and  the  os  uteri  child  is  dead,  before  consulting  another  ac- 

.ii  imiieifeetly  dilated,  and  the  parts  swollen  coucheur.    Where  the  bladder  is  distended 

ind  (igM,  and  an  ear  cannot  be  felt,  and  with  urine,  and  the  urethra  is  much  pressed 

Cwieei  oocnr  demanding  immediate  upon  by  the  head  of  the  child,  you  will  in- 

Ff  reconrse  must  be  had  to  the  per-  troduce  the  catheter  more  easily  and  safely 

r,  ad  not  to  the  forceps.     It  is  in  after  the  head  has  been  lessened  than  be- 

kboar  from  distortion  of  the  pelvis  fore  perforation. 
that  wt  ire  most  frequently  compelled  to        If  the  head  is  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis, 

open  aad  extract  the  head  ;  and  where  this  or  the  greater  part  of  it  has  passed  through 

eiiita  in  a  high  degree,  and  the  brim  is  so  the  brim,  and  it  is  not  impacted,  and  the  os 

eoatiactcd  that  the  head  cannot  enter  it,  the  uteri  is  fully  dilated,   no  difficulty  can  be 

opentioii  of  craniotomy  often  requires  the  experienced  in  ]>erforating  and  extracting  the 

cnpbvment  of  strong  extracting  force  for  head.     With  the  fore-finger  of  the  right 

Kflvni  hours ;  and  fotal  contusion  and  la-  hand  carefully  examine  the  situation  of  the 

ovation  of  Uie  uterus,  vagina,  bladder,  and  head ;  and  if  you  can  feel  a  suture  or  fon- 

ivetam,  oan  only  be  prevented  by  the  great-  tanelle,  let  the  point  of  the  perforator  pass 

ait  eantion  and  dexterity,   and   a  perfect  into  it ;  but  if  the  head  is  much  swollen, 

knowledge  of  the  structure  of  all  the  parts,  and  you  cannot  distinguish  either  of  these, 

It  nnftirtunately  happens  that,  in  some  cases,  resolve  to  open  the  head  in  the  most  de- 

bcfere  ilie  operation  is  f>erformed,  the  soft  pending  part ;  and  if  the  instrument  is  of 

parta  have  already  been  injured  by  the  long-  sufficient  strength,  it  will  pass  without  much 

eontinned  pressure  tliey  have  sustained, —  difficulty,  even  through  the  centre  of  either 

the  aame  thing  happens  here  which  takes  of  the  parietal  bones.      Having  with  the 

plaoo  in  strangulated  hernia,  where  the  ope-  fore-finger  of  the  right  hand  determined  the 

ntloa    has    been  deUyed  too   long, — and  point  where  the  perforator  is  to  enter,  slide 

doogUng  follows.      In  cases  of  slight  dis-  up  the  fore  and  middle  fingers  of  the  left 

praportion  between  the  head  and  pelvis,  or  hand,  before  withdrawing  the  fore-finger  of 

nJbarv  there  Im  none,  but  delivery  becomes  the  right,  to  this  point  \  atkd  \ii  1^  ^vr«^ 

maetmary  in  cooBequence  of  convulsions,  form(^  between  XViwc  iiW|^T\  «!l  VJwb  Xt!^. 
SICL-—XXXJI,  ^^ 
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hand,  dowl;  tnd  carefnllir  iatrodnce  the 
perforator,  preTionilj  winned  ;  and  when 
It  hu  reidKd  the  head,  preu  it  firmlv  for- 
ward, darinf  *  lalnar  join,  through  the  in 

tegmneDti  and  bona,  u  far  u  the  rests  iiill  tiooera.  When  the  perforator  cu  oeen  ui- 
pennit  it  to  go,  hf  a  boring  or  aemi-rota-  trodnced,  in  the  manner  represented  in  the 
Ur7  motion.  Where  ■  gnat  effbrion  it  following  fignre,  withdraw  the  fingen  of  tha 
formed  snder  the  acalp,  if  the  itutniment  ia    left  hand,  while  with  th«  right  ;on  keep  the 


>t  driven  forward  with  anffielent  force,  yon 
ill  open  the  tnmor  of  the  Bc«lp  without 
opening  the  akntl,  ai  I  have  seen  happen 
"       "         "    "  a!  of  prarti- 


it  from  rfcedinf .     If  jon  remore  Hiring  bj  firm  prewdre  preiwfted  thii  ae- 

tbe  preuore  with  the  right  hand  from  the  cident,  talw  hold  of  one  of  the  rinfi  of  the 

iModJet  »l  thb  time,  the  pdnt  wHl  eacape  handle*   of  tbe  perforator  with  joiir  left 

Jitnti  tbebead,  and  the  Autt,  if  perforated  hand,  and  the  other  with  the  right,  and 

af  aU,  will  not  be  wo  to  »  mffldenl  extent  to  dm  the  handita  wUd^  una&ieii  uA  tk,\!hia 

"able  you  aJterwardf  to  oh  the  crotchet.  Mine  time  pnat  ti»  ^An&\a  1m«u4i,  V^A 
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Ac  pointf  Biyiiot  didc  back  from  the  head. 

BBmnrmade  a  large  lacerated  bpening  in 

tte  iBt^giiBMiiti  and  Ixmes,  dote  the  handles, 

and  wiUi  the  fbre*finger  of  the  left  hand 

■■oertBin  that  the  pointi  are  atill  within  the 

bead  aa  fiur  ai  the  reatiy  and  then  torn  the 

^^^imMmm.  nmiid  about  a  qnarter  of  a  circle, 

and  open  them  ilowly,  with  the  same  pre- 

cantiona,  and  to  a  similar  extent.     Having 

made  a  lam  cmcial  incision,  pass  the  per- 

CDTBtor  wiain  the  skull,  and  turn  it  freely 

anmad  in  cfery  direction  until  the  brain  is 

complete^  disorganised,  and  a  considerable 

poitkm  of  it  has  escaped.     It  is  right  to  do 

fhii  efleetnaUy,  and  to  allow  an  intervul  of  a 

qntttr  of  an  hour  or  longer  to  elapse,  that 

Bora  of  die  brain  may  escape,  and  the  bones 

mllapae,  before  attempting  to  extract  the 

bead  with  the  crotchet.     All  syringrs  and 

iastnuncnts  for  scooping  ont  the  brain  are 

ipute  mmecessary.      Then,  in  your  right 

handt  take   the    handle  of    the  common 

cralefaet,  which  should  neither  be  very  sharp 

nor  Terr  blunt  in  the  point,  and  with  th^ 

Core  and  middle  fingers  of  the  left  hand  in- 

trodoce  it  through  the  opening  in  the  head, 

and  atin  more  completely  destroy  the  tex- 

tue  of  the  brain,  and  draw  out  as  much  of 

it  aa  yoQ  can  through  the  opening.    Then 

iz  die  point  of  the  crotchet  on  the  inside  of 

the  head  behind — I  mean  on  the  part  which 

oorresponda  with  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum, 

at  aa  great  a  distance  as  possible  from  the 

opening  in  it  made  with  the  perforator,  and 

peas  up  the  fore  and  middle  fingers  of  your 

kit  hnid  between  the  posterior  wall  of  the 

Tagina  and  the  head,  till  their  extremities 

are  czaetly  opposite  to  the  part  where  the 

point  of  the  instrument  is  fixed  within. 

When  a  pain  comes  on  press  the  point  of 

the  erotdiet  against  the  bone,  laying  firm 

hold  of  its  himdle  with  your  right  hand, 

wlule  you  press   firmly  the  points  of  the 

flngera  of  the  left  hand  on  the  outside  of  the 

heul,  and  at  the  same  time  turn  the  ring 

and  little  fingers  of  this  hand  around  the 

handle,  or  rather  shank,   of  the  crotchet, 

cloae  to  the  orifice  of  the  vagina.     In  this 

manner  you  form   a  double  crotchet,   far 

more  safe  and  powerful  than  that  which  was 

invented  by  Smellie  [exhibiting  it],  which 

haa  fidlen  into  complete  disuse,  because  it 

toie  the  bones  and  integuments  to  pieces, 

but  did  not  extract  the  head.     With  tlie 

crotchet  fixed  on  the  inside  of  the  bones  of 

the  head  behind  on  the  part  lying  in  the 

hollow  of  the  sacrum,  and   the  fore  and 

middle  fingers  of  the  left  hand  on  the  out- 

aide,  and  with  the  other  two  grasping  the 

ahank  of  the  crotchet,  you  can  exert  a  great 

defree  of  extracting  force,  and  you  will  often 

aoOBeed  in  completing  the  delivery  in  a  short 

period  if  the  perineum  is  not  rigid.    The 

mad  abonJd  aJwajs  he  dnwa  backward  till 


the  perineum  is  put  upon  the  stretch,  and  to 
prevent  the  bones  from  being  torn,  and  the 
hold  with  the  crotchet  lost,  the  traction 
should  be  made  slowly  and  steadily,  and 
during  the  pains,  and  time  given  for  the 
parts  to  dilate.  But  if  there  is  any  con- 
siderable obstruction  to  the  head,  however 
carefully  the  extracting  force  may  be  applied, 
the  point  of  the  crotchet  will  tear  away  the 
bone  upon  which  it  is  fixed,  and  it  muRt  be 
placed  upon  another  part  of  the  bones  of  the 
head ;  or  yon  mny  lay  aside  the  crotchet 
altogether,  and  employ  the  eraniotoiny  for- 
ceps, which  undoubtedly  does  in  some  cases 
possess  advantages  over  the  crotchet.  If 
you  know  how  to  form  the  double  crotchet 
which  I  have  described,  and  which  is  one  of 
the  most  safe  and  powerful  weapons  in  mid- 
wifery, and  most  frequently  sufficient  to 
complete  the  delivery  without  any  other 
means,  the  mother  is  expo.<(ed  to  no  danger 
from  laceration  of  the  bones  of  the  head  and 
slipping  of  the  crotchet,  for  the  ])oint  of  the 
instrument  is  constantly  covered  with  the 
extremities  of  the  fingers,  and  the  two  hands 
never  act  but  in  concert.  But  where  the 
bones  are  readily  torn,  and  you  are  compelled 
repeatedly  to  seek  a  fresh  hold,  and  ])erhaps 
meet  with  some  difficulty  in  fixing  the  in- 
strument again,  I  would  recommend  you  to 
lay  aside  the  crotchet,  and  try  the  craniotomy 
forceps,  which  is  represcnteii  in  the  following 
figure,  the  blades  of  vihich  resemble  some- 
what the  jaws  of  a  crocodile,  and  which  I 
have  employed  satisfactorily  in  many  cases 
of  difficult  labour  from  distortion  of  the 
pelvis  and  other  causes.  The  lock  is  the 
same  as  the  lock  of  the  common  forceps,  and 
the  blades  are  likewise  introduced  separately 
and  then  brought  together  and  fixed.     One 
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band,    (Imrlr  mil  carefiillr    Introdace    the  not  diifen  fbmrd  with  mffielentrorce,  yon 

perforator,  prerioiulf  warmed  ;  and  when  will  open  the  tumor  of  the  icalp  without 

It  hai  raadwd  the  beiid,   preu  it  firmly  for.  opciiiaK  the  aknll,  ai  I  luTe  itea  happoi 

ward,  dnrlog  a  labour  pain,  throngh  the  in-  more  than  once,  to  the  annoyanoe  of  practi* 

tefomenta  wad  bonea,  u  far  aa  the  resta  will  lionera.     When  the  perforator  hu  heen  in- 

permit  it  to  go,  hj  ■  boring  or  »nu.iiita-  trodaced,  in  the  mioner  repnsented  in  the 

lory  motion.     Where  a  great  eBaiion  ia  following  Agure,  withdraw  the  fingtra  of  the 

fbraied  niider  the  acalp,  if  the  inatrtunent  ia  left  band,  while  with  the  right  joo  keep  the 


3f  one  of  the  linga  of  the 


Awo  tAo  bad,  tad  tfie  »l      .       . 
"  »!/,  wilt  not  be  »o  to  »  nfficient  extent  to     draw  the  liandlea  wUel<i  aitm&m .  a^  *&  Vtaib 
^oab/e  joo  aJVnrard*  to  nae  the  crotchet,     aame  ttme  pttia  the  W[i&\n  for«w4,  ■&* 
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■ttdt  iMck  ttom  the  head. 
lAip  lacerated  Dpcning  in 
ita  and  bonei,  dote  the  handleB, 
Una  fbre«finger  of  the  left  hand 
that  the  pointi  are  itill  within  the 
head  aa  fnr  as  the  resta,  and  then  turn  the 
nnmd  abont  a  qnarter  of  a  circle» 
tbnn  slowly,  with  the  same  pre- 
taiftwwj,  snd  to  a  aimilar  extent.  Having 
■idealarKa  croaal  inciaion,  pass  the  per- 
forafcor  vi&n  the  aknll,  and  turn  it  fredy 
arasnd  ia  every  dirociion  until  the  brain  la 
eaBplctdy  diaorganiied,  and  a  considerable 
fOitioB  of  it  haa  eacaped.  It  is  right  to  do 
tta  dbetiudly,  and  to  allow  an  interval  of  a 
fantfti  of  an  hour  or  longer  to  elapse,  that 
■OR  of  fbe  brain  may  escape,  and  the  bones 
eoDapae*  before  attempting  to  extract  the 
head  with  the  crotchet.  All  syringes  and 
hatruncBta  for  aoooping  out  the  brain  are 
qpte  anneoeaiary.  Then,  in  your  right 
handy  take  the  handle  of  the  common 
erakdiet,  which  ahonld  neither  be  yery  sharp 
Dor  very  blnnt  in  the  point,  and  with  the 
iBre  and  middle  fingers  of  the  left  hand  in- 
tradooe  it  through  the  opening  in  the  head, 
and  still  more  completely  destroy  the  tex- 
ture of  the  braint  and  draw  out  as  mucli  of 
it  aa  yoa  can  through  the  opening.  Then 
iz  the  point  of  the  crotchet  on  the  inside  of 
the  head  behind — 1  mean  on  the  part  which 
eorreaponda  with  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum, 
at  aa  great  a  distance  as  possible  from  the 
opening  In  it  made  with  the  perforator,  and 
pasa  up  the  fore  and  middle  fingers  of  your 
left  hsnd  between  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
vagina  and  the  head,  till  tlicir  extremities 
are  exactly  opposite  to  the  part  where  the 
point  of  the  instrument  is  fixed  within. 
When  a  pain  comes  on  press  the  point  of 
the  erotdiet  against  the  bone,  laying  firm 
hold  of  its  handle  with  your  right  hand, 
wlule  yon  press  firmly  the  points  of  the 
fingen  of  the  left  hand  on  the  outside  of  the 
head,  and  at  the  same  time  turn  the  ring 
and  little  fingers  of  this  hand  around  the 
handle,  or  rather  shank,  of  the  crotchet, 
close  to  the  orifice  of  the  vagina.  In  this 
manner  you  form  a  double  crotchet,  far 
more  safe  and  powerful  than  that  which  was 
invented  by  Smellie  [exhibiting  it],  which 
haa  fallen  into  complete  disuse,  because  it 
tore  the  bones  and  integuments  to  pieces, 
but  did  not  extract  the  head.  With  the 
erotchet  fixed  on  the  inside  of  the  bones  of 
the  hnd  behind  on  the  part  lying  in  the 
hoUow  of  the  sacrum,  and  tlie  fore  and 
middle  fingers  of  the  left  hand  on  the  out- 
aide,  and  with  the  other  two  grasping  the 
ahank  of  the  crotchet,  you  can  exert  a  great 
defree  of  extracting  force,  and  you  will  often 
aseceed  in  completing  the  delivery  in  a  short 
period  if  the  perineum  is  not  rigid.  The 
hcsd  ahonld  always  be  drawn  backward  till 


the  perineum  is  put  upon  the  stretch,  and  to 
prevent  the  bones  from  being  torn,  and  the 
hold  with  the  crotchet  lost,  the  traction 
should  be  made  slowly  and  steadily,  and 
during  the  pains,  and  time  given  for  tlui 
parts  to  dilate.  Hut  if  there  is  any  con- 
siderable obstruction  to  the  head,  however 
carefully  the  extracting  force  may  1m:  applied, 
the  point  of  the  crotchet  will  tear  away  the 
bone  upon  whicli  it  is  fixed,  and  it  must  be 
placed  upon  another  ]inrt  of  the  bones  of  the 
bead ;  or  you  mny  lay  aside  the  crotchet 
altogether,  and  employ  the  craniotomy  for- 
ceps, which  undoubtedly  does  in  some  cases 
]M>8fle8s  advantages  over  the  crotchi-t.  If 
you  know  how  to  form  the  double  crotchet 
which  I  have  described,  and  which  is  one  of 
the  most  SHfe  and  jiowerful  weapons  in  mid- 
wifery, and  most  frequently  sufficient  to 
complete  the  delivery  without  any  other 
means,  the  mother  is  exposird  to  no  danger 
from  laceration  of  the  bones  of  the  head  and 
slipping  of  the  crotchet,  fiir  the  point  of  the 
instrument  is  constantly  covered  with  the 
extremities  of  the  fingers,  and  the  two  hands 
never  act  but  in  concert.  But  where  the 
bones  are  readily  torn,  and  you  are  compelled 
repeatedly  to  seek  a  fresli  hold,  and  perhaps 
meet  with  some  difficulty  in  fixing  the  in- 
strument again,  I  would  recommend  you  to 
lay  aside  the  crotchet,  and  try  the  craniotomy 
forceps,  which  is  re])rcsentcil  in  the  following 
figure,  the  blades  of  i^hich  resemble  some- 
what the  jaws  of  a  crocodile,  and  which  I 
have  cmjiloyed  satisfactorily  in  many  cases 
of  difficult  labour  from  distortion  of  the 
pelvis  and  other  causes.  The  lock  is  the 
same  as  the  lock  of  the  comm(m  forceps,  and 
the  blades  are  likewise  introduced  separately 
and  then  brought  together  and  fixed.     One 
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blade  is  introduced  witliin  the  head,  and  the 
other  on  the  outside,  with  the  same  caution 
as  the  second  blade  of  the  common  mid- 
wifery forceps.  The  ra-jged  edges  of  the 
bones  shonld  be  covered  with  the  integu- 
ments before  you  begin  to  extract,  and  in 
operating  with  the  crotchet  it  is  of  great 
importance  frequently  to  pass  the  finger 
aronnd  the  opening  in  the  head,  to  ascertain 
if  there  is  not  some  sharp  and  uncovered 
portion  of  bone  pressing  against  the  vagina. 
"WTien  the  craniotomy  forceps  is  applied  so 
as  to  include  a  large  portion  of  the  integu- 
ments and  bones  of  the  head,  the  hold  you 
obtain  with  it  is  very  secure,  and  you  may 
not  only  exert  a  much  greater  degree  of  force 
than  you  could  employ  with  the  crotchet, 
but  you  can  accommodate  the  head  much 
better  to  the  axis  of  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis, 
and  protect  the  perineum,  which  is  exposed 
to  great  danger  from  laceration  in  all  cases 
of  craniotomy.  When  the  head  is  drawn 
entirely  forward  out  of  the  vagina  with  the 
crotchet,  the  perineum  must,  as  you  require 
both  hands  to  wield  the  instrument,  be  sup- 
ported by  an  assistant,  who  cannot  know  the 
degree  of  force  which  you  are  exerting  at 
any  time.  If  the  craniotomy  forceps  be 
employed,  you  can  support  the  perineum 
with  your  left  hand,  while  you  are  operating 
with  the  right  and  drawing  the  head  forward 
toward  the  pubes.  With  the  forceps  the 
perineum  is  certainly  exposed  to  less  risk 
than  with  the  crotchet,  but  I  admit  that  it 
may  be  seriously  injured  with  the  forceps  if 
it  be  a  first  child,  and  the  bones  of  the  head, 
compressed  into  a  shape  like  a  wedge,  are 
drawn  hastily  forward. 

In  cases  of  great  distortion,  where  the  head 
cannot  enter  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  to  any 
extent,  and  the  os  uteri  is  imperfectly  dilated, 
there  is  no  instrument  after  perforation  so 
efficient — none  to  be  compared  with  the 
crotchet.  I  have  tried  all  varieties  of  cra- 
niotomy forceps  in  such  cases,  and  can 
assure  you  that  they  are  totally  inapplicable 
unless  the  os  uteri  is  widely  dilated  and  the 
head  has  made  considerable  progress  through 
the  brim  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  M. 
Baudelocque  has  invented  a  huge  instrument, 
weighing  four  pounds,  for  crushing  the  head 
in  these  cases,  called  o6phalotribe  [exhibiting 
a  figure  of  it],  but  it  cannot  be  applied  to 
the  head  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and 
if  the  08  uteri  is  undilated.  In  M.  Baude- 
locque's  cases  the  effects  of  injurious  pres- 
sure were  striking,  and  they  would  probably 
have  been  much  slighter  had  the  perforator 
and  crotchet  been  employed.  Great  care 
must  be  taken  in  perforating  the  head  in 
cases  of  extreme  distortion,  tluit  the  os  uteri 
is  not  wounded  with  the  sharp  edges  of  the 
ItiMtrument  To  obviate  this,  if  the  outlet 
M  not  so  much  contracted  as  to  prevent  the 


hand  from   being  introduced,  the  fore  and 
middle  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  or  all  the 
fingers,  should  be  passed  up  within  the  os 
uteri  to  the  most  depending  part  of  the  head, 
and  the  opening  made  in  the  same  manner 
as  already  described,   while  the   orifice   is 
protected  by  the   fingers   expanded.     The 
undilated  state  of  the  uterus  adds  greatly  to 
the  difficulty.    In  extracting  the  head  with  the 
crotchet,  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that 
the  bones  of  the  cranium  are  all  torn  to  pieces, 
and  removed,  before  the  base  of  the  skull  has 
entered  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.     It  is  impos- 
sible, under  such  circumstances,  to  fix  the 
point  of  the  crotchet  in  the  foramen  magnum, 
as  some  recommend  ;  and  the  best  mode  of 
proceeding  is  to  pass  the  fingersof  the  left  hand 
over  the  head  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  slide 
up  the  crotchet  between  the  fingers  and  the 
outside  of  the  head,  and  fix  its  point  in  one  of 
the  orbits,  about  the  angles  of  the  lower  jaw, 
or  wherever  a  secure  hold  can  be  obtained.  In 
this  manner,  as  recommended  by  Smellie,  I 
have  sometimes  succeeded  in  extracting  the 
head  in  a  short  time,  where  I  had  begun  to 
despair  of  ever  doing  so  by  fixing  the  crotchet 
on  the  inner  surface  of  the  base  of  the  cra- 
*nium,  or  by  any  other  means.      Indeed,  in 
cases  of  this  description  you  must  be  pre- 
pared to  encounter  very  great  difficulties ; 
but  when  you  look  at  this  distorted  pelvis 
from    malacosteon,    which    measures    only 
] }  inches  from  the  last  lumbar  vertebra  to 
the  symphysis  pubis,  and   know  that  two 
children,   at   the   full  period,   were  drawn 
through  it  without  destroying  the  mother, 
you  may  conclude  that  few  cases  of  distortion 
can  possibly  occur  where  you  will  not  ulti- 
mately succeed  in  effecting  the  delivery  with 
the  crotchet.     What  the  degree  of  distortion 
is  which  renders  the  operation  of  craniotomy 
impossible  I  am  unable  to  state ;  what  is 
impossible  to  one  may  not  be  so  to  another 
practitioner    possessed   of   greater    power, 
dexterity,  and  patience. 

In  this  table  (see  pp.  375-8)  the  results  are 
contained  of  127  cases  of  difficult  labour  in 
which  it  was  necessary  to  deliver  by  opening 
the  head.  After  carefully  examining  all  the 
details  of  these  cases,  I  feel  satisfied  that  in 
none  was  the  interference  premature,  and  that 
in  several  had  the  delivery  been  sooner  effected 
the  fatal  consequences  which  ensued  would 
have  been  prevented.  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  one  of  these  cases  in  which  the  operation 
was  resorted  to  without  a  consultation,  and 
the  necessity  and  propriety  of  the  measure 
fully  admitted. 

On  the  Induction  of  Premature  Labour. 

The  history  of  this  operation,  which  is  the 
greatest  improvement  in  midwifery  since  the 
invention  of  the  forceps,  was  first  given  by 
Dr.  Denman  aboxil  \1^b.  "  We  ba^re  before 
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■lladed/' he  aaji,  '*to  this  operation  ob  a 
■Bctfaod  of  preserring  the  lives  of  childreu, 
without  adding  to  the  danger  of  women ;  if 
in  any  caae  the  pelvis  were  so  much  distorted, 
or  10  small,  as  absolutely  to  prevent  the  pas- 
Mge  of  the  head  of  a  fall-grown  child,  and 
yet  not  10  far  reduced  in  its  dimensiions  as  to 
pnrent  the  head  of  a  child  of  a  inauh  lec^s 
•lie  from  passing  through  it.  Melancholy 
are  the  reflections,  where  a  woman  has  a 
▼cry  much  distorted  pelvis  (and  such  women 
have  osnally  wonderful  aptitude  to  con- 
ceive) that  there  should  be  little,  if  any, 
cbanoe  of  preserving  the  lives  of  their 
duldren  ;  and  yet,  in  the  course  of  practice, 
I  hsve  in  several  instances  been  called  to  the 
nine  woman  in  five  or  six  successive  labours, 
merely  to  give  a  sanction  to  on  operation  by 
which  the  children  were  to  be  destroyed. 
It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  profession  that  every 
method  by  which  the  lives  of  ))areiits  und 
children  might  be  preserved  has  been  de- 
vised and  tried :  and  though  fre(iuent  oc- 
casions for  using  some  of  these  methods 
cannot  possibly  occur  in  any  one  p(T!:ou*s 
pnctioe,  it  is  right  that  all  should  be  ac- 
quainted with  what  has  been  proposed 
and  done  in  every  case,  with  or  without 


*'  The  first  account  of  the  method  of  bring- 
ing on  premature  labour  was  given  to  me  by 
Dr.  C.  Kelly.  lie  informed  me,  that  about 
the  year  1756  there  was  a  consultation  of 
the  moat  eminent  men  in  London  at  that 
time,  to  consider  of  the  moral  rectitude  of,  and 
advantages  which  might  be  expected  from, 
the  practice,  which  met  with  their  general 
a|»probation.  Tlie  first  case  in  which  it  was 
deemed  necessary  and  proper  fell  under  the 
care  of  the  late  Dr.  Maraulay,  and  it  ter- 
mhiated  successfully.  (The  patient  was  the 
wife  of  a  linen-draper  in  the  Strand.)  Dr. 
Kelly  informed  me  that  he  himself  had 
pradued  it,  and,  among  other  instances, 
mentioned  that  the  operation  had  been  pcr- 
ibrmed  three  times  up<m  the  same  woman, 
and  twice  the  children  had  been  bom  living. 
The  thing  has  often  been  the  subject  of  con- 
versation, and  prnposed  by  writers,  but 
■ome  have  doubted  the  morality  of  the  prac- 
tice ;  and  the  circum»tiinces  vihich  may 
render  the  operation  needful  and  proper  have 
not  been  stated  with  any  degree  uf  pre- 
cinon. 

The  morality,  perfect  safety,  and  the 
ntility  of  the  operation,  have  been  fully  es- 
tablished, not  only  in  cases  of  distorted 
pelvis,  but  in  some  of  the  dangerous  diseases 
of  pregnancy,  by  the  experience  of  all  the 
most  eminent  practitioners  in  Great  Britain 
during  the  last  87  years,  and  1  do  not 
know  that  it  has  often,  if  ever,  been  em- 
ployed for  criminal  purposes  in  this  country. 
In  cases    of   slighter   distortion    recourse 


should  not  be  had  to  this  operation  until  it 
has  been  proved  by  one  or  more  labours  that 
a  child  at  the  full  period  would  not  pass 
without  lessening  the  head.  Labour  should 
not  be  brought  on  until  the  7^  month  of 
gestation,  or  a  little  later,  where  it  is  known 
that  the  ])elvid  is  very  little  cou- 
traeted.  in  cases  of  very  great 
distortion  of  the  pelvis,  the  in- 
duction of  premature  labour  at 
an  early  period,  even  of  the  first 
pregnancy,  (as  ban  already  been 
stated,  before  the  sixth  month,)  is 
likewise  kitown  to  be  a  safe  opera- 
tion, and  to  render  craniotomy 
and  the  Cesarean  section  wholly 
unnecessary.  The  only  effectual 
method  of  bringing  on  premature 
labour  is  to  pun<*ture  the  foetal 
niembmnes  and  discharge  the  liquor 
amnii.  1  have  repeatedly  detached 
the  membranes  with  a  catheter  from 
the  lower  part  of  the  uterus,  but 
latiour  has  not  followed.  I  have 
strong  objections  to  the  exhibition 
of  ergjjt  for  the  purpose  of  inducing 
premature  labour,  without  talking 
the  uncertainty  of  its  effects  into 
account.  I  have  successfullv  em- 
])luyedthis  probe-pointed  catheter 
(represented  in  the  figure  above),  with  a 
stilelte  in  many  c;tses  to  puncture  the 
membranes,  when  I  could  not  do  so  witii 
instruments  less  curved  and  having  ^harp 
points. 

AVlien  you  are  about  to  induce  premature 
labour,  pjiss  up  the  fore-finger  of  the  right 
hand  to  the  os  uteri,  and  when  you  have 
ascertained  its  ])recise  situation  slide  up 
along  this  finger  the  fore  and  middle  fingers 
of  the  left  hand  to  the  j>osterior  lip ;  the 
points  of  the  fingers  should  if  ])ossible  toucrh 
the  posterior  lip  ;  then  withdraw  the  fore- 
fin^r  of  the  other  hand,  and  take  the  handle 
of  the  instrument  with  it,  and  pass  up  the 
point  in  the  groove  formed  between  the 
fingers  of  the  left  hand  to  the  os  uteri,  and 
gently  jiress  it  forward  along  the  cervix  into 
the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  about  1^  or  2 
inches,  when  the  membranes  will  generally 
be  fell  offering  a  slight  degree  of  rehistaucc. 
Tlie  Htilette  sliould  then  be  pressed  forward 
with  the  thumb,  and  a  second  puncture  made 
through  the  membranes  before  withdrawing 
the  instrument,  llie  blunt  point  of  this 
catheter  enables  us  to  pass  it  into  the  uterus 
with  safety,  where  the  os  uteri  is  so  high  up 
that  the  ficger  cannot  even  reach  the  anterior 
lin.  When  the  liquor  amnii  has  escaped, 
labour  follows,  and  if  the  presentation  is 
natural  no  peculiar  treatment  is  required. 

I  have  been  informed  that  some  ac- 
coucheurs on  the  continent  induce  premature 
labour  by  forcing  a  piece  of  sponge  into  t.K^ 
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08  uteri,  which  I  consider  very  objectionable,  dressing  the  wound  three  sutures  and  circular 

Uterine  contractions  might  be  excited,  it  was  plasters  should  be  used, 

stated  to  me  last  year  by  a  German  phy-  Mr.  Knowles  has  related  a  successful  case 

sician,  without  forcing  the  sponge  into  the  of  Csesarean  section  in  the  fourth  volume  of 

08  uteri — by   simply  pressing  it  into  the  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Associa- 

upper  part  of  the  vagina.     I  have  lately  had  tion.     The  woman  was  36  years  of  age,  and 

an  opportunity  of  putting  this  plan  to  the  had  been  delivered  of  several  living  children, 

test,  and  it  completely  faUed.  During  a  pregnancy  in  1829  she  had  pains 

in  the  hips  and  loins,  with  loss  of  power  in 

On  the  Casarean  section,  the  lower  extremities.     She  miscarried  after 

Having  already  defined,  as  clearly  as  T  pos-  this  several  times.     In  her  ninth  pregnancy 

sibly  can,  the  cases  of  difficult  labour  in  Mr.  Knowles  was  called  to  see  her  on  the 

which  it  is  justifiable  to  employ  this  method  15th  May,  1835,  labour  having  commenced 

of  delivery,  I  have  nothing  further  to  say  about  4  p.m.  of  the  14th.      The  sacrum, 

on  the  subject.       I  have  never  seen  the  with  the  lower  lumbar  vertebra,  projected, 

operation  performed    on   the  living  body,  and  at  the  same  time  descended  far  into  the 

On  the  dead  body  it  is  not  a  difficult  matter,  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  occupied  a  large 

for  the  gravid  uterus  is  at  once  brought  into  portion  of  it,  and  resembled  the  child's  head, 

view  by  a  long  incision  through  the  ab-  The  ossa  pubis  were  bent  inwards  so  much 

dominol  parietes  in  the   direction   of  the  that  they  approached  very  near  to  the  dis- 

linea  alba.      But  the  child  soon  dies  after  torted  vertebne.     The  presentation  could 

respiration  has  ceased  in  the  mother.  not  be  ascertained.     The  space  left  by  the 

WhenDr.  Hull,  of  Manchester,  performed  deformity  did  not  exceed  two  inches  in 
this  operation  on  a  woman  with  distorted  length  by  less  than  one  in  breadth.  The 
pelvis,  he  made  a  transverse  incision  nearly  head  could  not  be  felt,  and  therefore  could 
six  inches  in  length,  and  higher  than  the  not  be  opened.  The  Ceesarean  operation 
umbilicus,  in  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  was  performed  by  Mr.  Knowles  30  hours 
to  which  part  the  fundus  uteri  was  inclined,  after  the  commencement  of  the  labour ; 
.  through  the  integuments,  muscles,  and  peri-  the  external  incision,  about  ten  inches  in 
toneum.  He  then  made  an  incision  of  the  length,  was  made  through  the  linea  alba 
same  length  and  in  the  same  direction  through  immediately  on  the  left  side  of  the  nm- 
the  parietes  of  the  uterus,  and  with  great  bilious.  A  portion  of  intestine  imme- 
ease  and  expedition  extracted  a  child  which  diately  protruded.  The  incision  into  the 
had  been  dead  for  some  days.  The  placenta  uterus  was  commenced  near  its  fundus  by 
was  extracted  at  the  wound  without  any  passing  the  scalpel  carefully  through  its 
difficulty.  The  intestines  now  began  to  parietes,  which  were  about  an  inch  in  thick - 
protrude  at  the  wound,  and  it  was  not  with-  ness,  so  as  to  allow  the  admission  of  two 
out  a  great  deal  of  attention  and  trouble  that  fingers  :  using  the  fingers  as  a  director,  the 
they  were  reduced  and  retained  in  the  cavity  opening  was  rapidly  enlarged,  by  which  the 
of  the  abdomen,  whilst  he  stitched  the  ex-  placenta  was  exposed  and  a  brisk  haemor- 
temal  incision  by  means  of  the  uninterrupted  rhage  produced.  Passing  my  hand  by  the 
suture,  carefully  avoiding  the  peritoneum,  side  of  the  placenta,  says  Mr.  Knowles, 
The  quantity  of  blood  lost  during  the  opera-  I  ruptured  the  membranes,  and  without 
tion  did  not  exceed  3  or  4  ounces,  and  no  difficulty  took  out  the  child,  which  was 
artery  was  divided  that  required  a  ligature,  living.  The  placenta  was  then  detached, 
or  any  application  made  to  it  for  the  pur-  some  coagula  were  removed,  ihe  uterus  con- 
pose  of  restraining  haemorrhage.  The  patient  tracted,  end  the  haemorrhage,  which  probably 
died.  did  not  exceed  Jxvi.,  was  arrested.     The 

Graefe  performed  the  operation  at  least  external  integuments  were  brought  together 

once  successfully.     The  time  of  operation,  by  stitches,  which  were  inserted  at  somewhat 

he  says,  should  if  possible  be  that  of  natural  more  than  an  inch  apart.     Adhesive  straps 

labour  ;  the  place  of  the  incision  the  linea  were  applied  in  the  intervals,  and  the  whole 

alba :  but  if  the  uterus  does  not  lie  in  the  was   secured  by   a  compress  and  bandage, 

middle  of  theabdomen,  and  cannot  be  brought  Tympanites  and  several  alarming  symptoms 

there,  the  incision  must  be  carried  in  a  Une  followed  the  operation.     The  wound  did  not 

over  the  foetus.     To  prevent  protr^ision  of  heal  by  the  first  intention,  so  that  the  serous 

the  intestines  they  must  be  carefully  re-  and  purulent  fluids  readily  escaped.     Had 

moved  from  the  face  of  the  uterus,  and  fixed  the  condition  of  this  woman  been  known 

with  three  warm  sponges,  each  a  foot  long  during  pregnancy,  which  probably  was  not 

and  six  inches  wiJe,  so  as  to  leave  a  free  space  the  case,  as  it  is  not   alluded    to    in  the 

8  inches  long  and  four  broad  for  an  incision  history,  the  necessity  for  the  operation  would 

of  9  French  inches  in  length  through  the  ab-  have  been  obviated  altogether  by  puncturing 

domen,  and  of  4^  through  the  uterus.     In  the  ovum  in  the  early  months. 
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CLINICAL  LECTURES  structure ^  those  of  the  fibrous  structure, 

spinal  marrow,  nerves ;  morbid  appear' 
OH  THE  ances  found  in  the  viscera  of  the  thorax 

THEORY  &  MEDICAL  TREATMENT        «'•<'  abdomen, 

OF  INSANITY  '^  "^^  ^^^  lecture,  gentlemen,  I  endeavoured 

'  to  lay  before  you  examples  of  insanity  with 

DtHvered  at  8t,  Luke*s  Hospital,  lesions  of  innervation ;   it  is  my  intention  in 

--.      1.4,  «  1       J  e  u  °*y  present  lecture  to  speak  of  the  disorders 

May  1st,  3a,  and  5th.  ^^^  ^.^l^  i^  ^^^  circulating  fluid.     When  a 

Bt  Alexander  John  Sutherland.  "^rvc  has  become  exhausted,  two  things  are 

necessary  to  restore  it  to  a  healthy  state  : 

-~~"  rest  from  its  particular  function,  and  contact 

Lecture  II  ^^^^  ^^  arterial  blood.     The  state  of  the 

circulation,  then,  the  quantity  and  quality 

AUermtUmt  in  the  blood ,  pulse ;   diagnosis  of  the  blood,  are  very  material  points  for 

keimeen  pkrenitis  and  insanity ;  signs  of  our  consideration.     Some  practical  writers 

oeif/e  inflammation  seldom  met  with  in  have  said  that  the  pulse  is  not  affected  in 

iMsmdty :     congestion,    whether   active.  Insanity  ;  this  does  not  accord  with  my  cx- 

pastive,  or  mechanical,  generally  accom-  perience,  as  the  following  table  will  show,  in 

pomes  the  disease ;  hyperemia;  antvmia;  which  the  number  of  pulsations  per  minute 

miierations  in  the  quality  of  the  blood;  are  given,  the  state  of  the  pulse  on  adoiis- 

Jf.   Couerbe*s    theory,    refuted   by  M.  sicm  into  the  hospital  and  upon  the  discharge 

Frhmy ;  post-mortem  examinations ;  al-  of  the  patient,  the  form  of  the  disease,  and 

terations  found  in  the  scalp,  bone,  dura  tlie  result  of  the  treatment. 

maier,  in  the  cavity  and  cellular  tissue  of  The  cases  are  placed  in  the  order  in  which 

the  arachnoid,  in  the  pia  mater ;   acute  they  come  in  my  note-book,  and  are  not 

and  chronic  alterations  qf  the  cortical  selected. 

MEN. 
Pulse  on  admission.  When  discharged. 

Initialt  Form  of  disease.  Pulse.  Result.         IHilsc. 

1.  P.  .  Melancholia  ...     80 uncured     .     64 

2.  F.  .  Mania      ....  100 cured     .     96 

3.  M.  .  Melancholia.     .     .     64 cured     .   120 

4.  M.  .  Mania      .     .     .     .100,  very  weak       .     .    paralytic     .     84  weak 

5.  B.  .  Melancholia,  Inter-  ^^^ on  trial     .     88 

mittent      .     .     . 

6.  P.  .  Melancholia  .     .     .120,  weak    ....  cured  .  100,  stronger 

7.  F.  .  Mania      ....     60 on  trial  .     6i 

8.  G.  .  Mania      ....     68 cured  .  100 

9.  W.  .  Mania,  Intermitting  120 uncured     .     88 

10.  H.  .  ManU      ....  120 uncured     .     80 

11.  8.  .  Catalepsy      ...  100 cured     .     84 

ia    q<      -hM    '  inn^ull»   intermittent,  ,  88,   not  full,  intcr- 

12.  T.  .  Mama      ....  100      J  ,         .  '         cured  L-**^  *. 

and  regular .     .  mittcnt 

13.  E.  .  Melancholia  .     .     .  100 cured     .     60 

14.  H.  •  Melancholia .     .     .100,  weak     ....     uncured     .     84 

15.  S.  .  Melancholia.     .     .   100 cured  .  100 

16.  G.  .  Mania      .     .     .     .100,  weak     ....  cured  .  100,  stronger 

17.  O.  .  Acute  Dementia     .  100,  weak     ....  cured  .     88,  of  good  strength 

18.  H.  .  General  Paralysis    .100 paralytic  .  108 

19.  B.  .  General  Paralysis    .96 paralytic  .     88 

20.  W.  .  Melancholia       .     .  120,  weak     ....  cured  .  100,  stronger 

21.  P.  .  Mania      ....  104 cured  .  80,  intermitting 

22.  S.  .  Mania      ....  100,  weak     ....  cured  .  88,  of  good  strength 

23.  8.  .  Melancholia  ...     64 cured  .  80,  strong 

24.  O.  .  Acute  Dementia      .     92,  full cured  .  100 

25.  H.  .  Mania       ....  112 cured  .  104 

WOMEN. 

1.  W.  .  Mania      ....     80,  strong  ....     uncured     .  120,  weak 

2.  O.  .  MeUncholia  .     .     .  100,  full uncured    .     96,  full 

3.  R.  .  Mania      ....  110,  weak     ....         cured     .  100,  weak 

4.  E.  .  Melancholia.     .     .  120 uncured     .     H^^^^sSl 

^.  C.  .  Melancholia  .     .     .  120     ......         CQS«^     .    %^ 
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Pulse  on  admissioii. 
InitialB     Form  of  disease. 

6.  G.  .  Melancholia  .  .  . 

7.  P.  .  Mania      .     .  .  . 

8.  W.  .  Melancholia  .  .  . 

9.  B.  .  Mania      .     .  .  . 

10.  H.  .  Melancholia  .  .  . 

11.  W.  .  Melancholia  .  .  . 

12.  M.  .  Melancholia  .  .  . 

13.  P.  .  Acute  Dementia 

14.  S.  .  Mania      .     .  .  . 

15.  M.  .  Mania      .     .  .  . 

16.  R.  .  Mania      .     .  .  . 

17.  M.  .  Mania      .     .  .  . 

18.  C.  .  Melancholia  .  .  . 

19.  P.  .  Mania      .     .  .  . 

20.  S.  .  Melancholia  .  .  . 

21.  H.  .  Melancholia  .  .  . 

22.  F.  .  Melancholia  .  .  . 

23.  L.  .  Mania      .     .  .  . 

24.  H.  .  Monomania  .  .  . 

25.  S.  .  Melancholia  *  ,  . 


Pulse. 

80    .     .     . 
100,  weak     . 
120     ..     . 
100,  weak 
120,  weak     . 

64,  weak  . 
120,  very  weak 
180  ..  . 
100  ..  . 
100,  very  weak 
100,  weak  . 
100,  weak     . 

90,  very  weak 

84     .     .     . 

80,  very  weak 
120,  weak     . 
100     ..     . 

84     .     .     . 

96     .     .     . 
108,  very  weak 


When  discharjtied. 

Result. 

Pulse. 

cured 

.  100 

cured 

.  100,  strong 

cured 

.  112 

cured 

.  100,  weak 

cured 

.  100,  weak 

cured 

.     88 

cured 

.  100,  of  good  strength 

uncured 

.  114 

uncured 

.     76 

cured 

.     52,  of  good  strength 

cured 

.  100,  weak 

uncured 

.     84 

cured 

.     80,  much  stronger 

cured 

.     80 

cured 

.128,  weak 

cured 

.     88,  weak 

cured 

.  140 

cured 

.     84 

cured 

.     96 

cured 

.  112,  very  weak 

The  most  superficial  glance  at  the  above    insanity  the  pulse  is  accelerated ;  it  was,  in 
figures  will  serve  to  show,  that  in  cases  of    fact, — 

On  admission.  On  discharge. 


In    5  cases 

In  6  cases 
In  4  cases 
In  34  cases 
In    1  case 


from 

40  to 

50 

from 

60  to 

70 

from 

70  to 

80 

from 

80  to 

90 

from 

90  to  100 

from  100  to  120 

above  120 

in'  1  case. 
in  2  cases, 
in  1  case, 
in  21  cases, 
in  3  casRs. 
in  20  cases, 
in    2  cases. 


The  pulse  was  slower  than  on  admission  M.  Foville's  table  very  nearly  corresponds 

when  the  patient  left  the  hospital  in  31  cases,  with  the  above.     In  62  cases,  indiscriml- 

quicker  in  12  cases,  equal  in  7  cases.  nately  selected  from   men  and  women. 

In    5  cases  the  pulse  was,  in  the  minute,  from    60  to    70. 

In  18     "             "             *'  •*          from    70  to    80. 

In  23     **             "             "  **          from    80  to    90. 

In    6     **             "             '*  "          from    90  to  100. 

In  10     "             •*             »'  "          from  100  to  120. 


Disease  of  the  heart  is  not  uncommon  in 
cases  of  insanity,  but  I  have  not  met  with  it 
10  fk«qnently  as  M.  Foville ;  he  says  that  at 
least  five-sixths  of  the  patients  at  his  hospi- 
tal  had  diseased  heart.  Hypertrophy  is 
more  frequently  found  than  disease  of  the 
valves ;  and  this  is  what  we  should  be  led  to 
expect,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
oMtacles  to  the  circulation  which  the  heart 
has  to  surmount  in  mental  diseases.  In 
recent  cases  throbbing  of  the  carotid  and 
temporal  arteries  is  frequently  observed,  and 
this  should  draw  our  attention  to  the 
quantity  of  blood  circulating  in  the  body,  for 
undue  pulsation  of  these  arteries  b  not  found 
only  in  hypersemia,  but  it  is  observed  when 
animals  are  bled  to  death.  In  considering 
the  state  of  the  blood  and  of  the  blood- 
Teasels  in  insanity,  we  have  been  too  apt,  I 
think,  to  attribute  everything  to  inflamma- 
ium,  wJthaoteongideriDg  bow  man  J  differttit 
sUteg  of  the  capiUary  rnacla  that  term  iu- 


plies.  We  have  also  overlooked  almost 
entirely  that  the  same  functional  disturbances 
are  produced  not  only  in  the  brain,  but  in 
other  organs,  by  a  minus  quantity  as  well  as 
by  a  plus  quantity.  That  a  state  of  aniemia 
can  be  produced  in  the  vessels  of  the  brain 
by  depiction  has  been  proved  by  Dr. 
G.  Burrows,  in  the  Lumleian  Lectures  de- 
livered this  year  at  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians.  It  very  seldom  happens  that  we 
find  in  insanity  acute  inflammation  —  what 
would  serve  to  distinguish  the  disease  from 
phrenitis,  if  symptoms  of  acute  inflamma- 
tion were  present :  if  there  were  fever,  great 
intolerance  of  light  and  of  sound,  contracted 
pupil,  and  hard  pulse.  The  ancients,  and 
mdeed  the  modems,  have,  in  their  defini- 
tions of  insanity,  always  referred  to  the 
absence  of  fever.  It  is  nevertheless  some- 
thnes  present,  and  this  will  guide  you  in 
your  diagnosis.  The  fever  precedes  the 
delirium  in  p\ureni<^,\i\ilfsJQLON««\XVxviisuv\^« 
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In  delirium  the  mind  is  occupied  solely  with  is  by  making  the  patient  stoop,  and  then 

the  pasty  in  madness  with  the  past  and  judging  wheUier  the  symptoms  are  aggra- 

present  also.     In  phrenitis  the  blood  pre-  vated  or  not  by  the  gravitation  of  the  fluid  : 

■ents  the  huffy  coat,  in  mania  it  does  so  very  this  means  of  diagnosis  I  frequently  And 

seldom.    In  the  early  part  of  the  present  occasion  to  employ  in  insanity,  and  it  serves 

century  it  was  the  fashion  to  bleed  insane  as  a  useful  guide  in   the  employment  of 

patients  every  spring  and  fall ,  as  it  was  called ,  remedies. 

a  custom  by  the  way  long  practised  in  the       I  attended  a  young  gentleman  in  1840,  who, 

veterinary  art.     Crowther,  on  one  of  these  shortly  before  his  iHness,  had  received  seve- 

oocasions,  bled  150  patients  at  a  time :  the  ral  severe  blows  upon  his  ffice  when  boxing, 

blood  in  every  case,  without  exception,  was  and  had  lost  much  blood  from  the  nose  in 

firee  from  inflamed  appearance.  consequence :  there  were  also  other  causes 

Dr.  Ha^lam  also  says,  that  in  more  than  which  produced  a  drain  upon  the  constitn- 

200  patients,  male  and  female,  who  were  tion,   and  great    prostration    of    strength. 

bled,  in  six  only  was  the  blood  sizy.  When  the  first  excitement  of  the  mania  had 

In  post-mortem  examinations  of  the  insane  passed  off*,  and  the  symptoms  had  somewhat 

we  meet  with  the  results  of  congestion  and  abated,  upon  one  occasion  when  I  visited  him 

chronic  inflammation,  but  seldom  or  ever  I  found  the  pulse  reduced  from  100,  as  it  was 

those  of  acute  inflammation.     Tliis  is  a  sub-  in  the  first  instance  to  G4  :  he  was  lying  on  a 

ject  highly  deserving  of  your  attention  in  a  sofa,  and  talked  to  me  for  about  ten  minutes 

practical  point  of  view  ;  for  if  you  are  called  rationally  :  he  got  up  to  get  a  book  which 

io  to  tee  a  patient  in  a  paroxysm  of  mania,  was  lying  on  the  table,  and  the  mere  change 

and  have  read  that  the  disease  owes  its  origin  from  the  horizontal  position  brought  back 

to  inflammation,  you  would  be  doini^  very  the  deluHions :  he  became  confused  and  giddy, 

wrong  if  you  were  to  bleed  him  freely.      I  and  said  that  he  was  Robert  the  Bruce.     I 

believe  that  every  variety  of  congestion  exists  have  seen  two  cases  of  insanity,  in  one  of 

in  insanity,  whether  active,  passive,  or  me-  which  the  disease  followed  a  copious  blood- 

dianicaL     The  blood  is  either  in  excess,  or  letting  ;  in  the  other  it  came  on  after  fre- 

deficient  in   quantity,   and   the  circulating  quently  repeated  small  bleedings  and  violent 

flnid  acts  sometimes  as  a  poison  to  the  brain,  purging.     Sir  B.  Brodie,  in  a  clinical  lec- 

Tht  reason  why  we  find  variations,  I  had  ture    delivered   at   St.    George's   Hospital, 

almost  said  contradictions,  in  the  mode  of  Feb.    19,    18'i9,   mentioned   the  case  of  a 

treating  the  same  case  of  insanity,  is,  because  gentleman  whom  he  attended  who  had  been 

one  dilnks  only  of  inflammation,  and  bleeds,  thrown  from  a  high  phaeton,  and  injured  his 

another  considers  the  symptoms  due  to  irri-  head  ;     symptoms    soon    occurred    which 

tation,  and  employs  opiates  or  stimulants,  rendered  venesection  necessary ;   at  the  end 

Tlie  same  differences  long  prevailed  with  of  a  week,  however,  he  became  maniacal:  his 

regard  to  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  ravings  were  like  those  of  deliri  im  traumati- 

eye,  which  bear  a  striking  analogy  to  those  cum.     One  of  the  medical  men  with  whom 

of  tlie  brain :  we  have  now  pretty  sure  signs  he  acted  recommended  the  blood-letting  to 

to  guide  ni  in  applying  soothing  lotions  to  be  repeated  ;  to  this  Sir  Benjamin  reluctantly 

the  eye,  or  stimulating  coUyria.     In  the  consented.     Th^  blood  drawn  had  scarcely 

treatment  of  a  hidden  organ  like  the  brain  any    colouring   matter  :    it  hardly  stained 

we  can  nerer  hope  to  be  guided  as  infallibly ;  the  linen  on  which  it  dropped.    The  mania 

still,  I  tmst  that  at  some  future  day  we  shall  became  infinitely  worse,  and  wine  was  then 

know  more  fhlly  how  much  to  attribute  to  ordered   to  be  administered,   upon  which 

nndne  snaoeptibility,  how  much  to  passive  plan  of  treatment  he  gradually  became  quite 

tmyicence»  or  how  much  to  active  con-  well. 
gestion.  I  need  hardly  call  your  attention  to  the 

Few,  I  think,  will  be  inclined  to  deny  that  importance   of  this  case   as    shewing    the 

there  ia  active  congestion  of  the  capillary  necessity   of  drawing    a  correct  diagnosis 

▼ends  in  some  cases  of  insanity,  particularly  between  the  delirium  from  an  injury  to  the 

in  those  of  recent  mania,   attended  with  head,  and  maniacal  furor,  and  the  opposite 

paroxysms  of  fiiror.    The  fuU  pulse,  the  manner  in  which  mania,  with  anaemia  and 

throbbing    of  the   carotids   and   temporal  delirium,  arc  treated.     I  do  not,  of  course, 

arteries,  the  ferretty  eye,  the  burning  fore-  mean  that  tonics  and  stimulants  are  to  be 

liead,  and  the  cold  extremities,  are  all  proofs  given  in  every  case  of  insanity  with  poverty 

of  local  plethora.     But  the  opposite  state,  of    blood,   for  in   this  very  state  of   the 

anaemia,  has  not  been  sufficiently  considered;  circulating  fluid  local  plethora  is  frequent, 

indeed,  many,  from  a  close  resemblance  of  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  subdue  it  before 

•ome  of  the  symptoms,  would  be  inclined  to  recourse  is  had  to  tonics  and  stimuhmts ;    I 

deny  iti  existence,  yet  we  know  that  vertigo  have  seen  much  harm  done  by  a  too  speedy 

ia  produced  by  the  latter  as  well  as  by  ^  application  of  theae  remsduA.     l^raA!cn&^TL 

former;  mnd  Bometimeg  the  only  way  we  of  strength,  w\l\i  fkO^CTV]  oi  \iWA^  \^  "hvc^ 

Atfe  of  distinguishing  the  one  from  the  other  commonly  preaeiit  'wYien  lYwt  %r^Va  tX»%%  ^ 
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mania  haa  subsided.     Patients  are  then  in  a  severe  cold  have  a  thickness  of  speech,  and 

yery  similar  condition  to  those  in  the  con-  stagger  as  if  they  were  dmnk.      M.  Larrey 

Talescing  stage  of  fever,  and  the  same  reme-  informs  us  that  many  of  the  soldiers  who 

die^  are  found  beneficial  in  both.     Passive  died  in  their  retreat  from   Moscow   were 

congestions,  when  the  blood  appears  to  stag-  seized  with  dizziness  and  vertigo,  to  which 

nate  in  the  capillaries,  not  unfrequently  oc-  a  state  of  somnolence  and  profound  coma 

curs  in  cases  of  insanity.  succeeded. 

Patients  in  this  condition  are  generally  The  insane  are  liable  to  sudden  attacks  of 

weak  and  sluggish  in  their  movements ;  lit-  congestion,  which  frequently  end  in  apo- 

tle  animal  heat  is  evolved ;  the  skin  loses  plezy.      These  attacks,   however,  are  not 

much  of  its  sensibility ;    the   pulse  is  so  invariably  followed  by  disturbance  either  of 

weak  as  scarcely  to  be  felt.     Mechanical  sensation  or  motion.      A  woman  who  was 

congestion  frequently  accompanies  this  form  admitted  into  the  hospital  on  the  14th  May, 

of  congestion ;  the  extremities  become  livid,  1841,  and  who  was  labouring  under  pner- 

and  effusion  takes  place  into  the  cellular  peral  mania,  was  on  the  16th  of  August  fol- 

membrane.     If  you  press  upon  the  capil-  lowing  seized  with  one  of  these  attacks  of 

laries,  and  empty  them  of  their  contents,  congestion,  accompanied  with  nausea  and. 

they  are  sluggishly  refilled.    We  find  also  vomiting.      She  complained  previously  of 

in  post-mortem  examinations  proofs  of  me-  pain  in  the  right  side  of  her  head,  and  she 

chanical  congestion.    The  sinuses  are  found  told  me  that  she  was  conscious  during  the 

loaded  with  blood,  and  the  large  veins  flow-  whole  of  the  time  that  the  fit  lasted,  and 

ing  into  them  are  often  very  turgid.     This  that  she  felt  numbness  of  the  left  side.    Hie 

species  of  congestion  is  also  wdl  marked  symptoms  very  soon  abated,  and  she  went 

during  life ;  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  it  out  cured  on  the  30th  August  of  the  same 

should  occur,  considering  the  impediments  year.     A  man,  set.  57,  feU  down  in  a  fit, 

in  this  disease  which  prevent  the  free  return  Oct.  22,  1841 :  he  remained  insensible  only 

of  blood  to  the  heart.     You  will  sometimes  for  five  minutes.     This  case  also  did  well, 

observe  venous    blood  circulating  in    the  It    is,    nevertheless,    always   an    alarming 

small  arteries.    The  lips  of  the  patient  are  symptom,    and    one  never  to    be  treated 

often  blue ;  and  if  you  make  him  bend  down-  lightly. 

wards,  and  thus  increase  the  impetus  with  Congestion  of  the  liver,  not  nncommom  in 

which  the  blood  is  sent  to  the  head,  the  lips  cases  of  insanity,  b  another  cause  of  nedia- 

inmiediately  resume  their  natural  colour.     I  nical  obstruction  to  the  circnlation ;    the 

have  a  gentleman  under  my  care  at  the  pre-  vena  portse  becomes  loaded,    and  dropsy 

sent  time  who  labours  under  mechanical  ob-  sometimes  follows :  it  is,  however,  rare,  as 

struction  to  the  circulation,  which  is  shewn  we  shall  see  afterwards,  to  meet  with  oi^ganic 

only  in  the  winter.     There  are  other  varia-  disease  of  this  organ, 

tions  in  the  symptoms  during  hot  and  cold  There  is  no  symptom  so  common  in  the 

weather.     In  the  summer  he  is  very  lively,  early  period  of  insanity  as  sleeplessnesB. 

takes  a  great  deal  of  exercise,  talks  inoes-  Dr.  Bright  attributes  the  frequent  attacks 

santly  and  incoherently ;  his  pulse  is  gene-  which  epileptics  have  in  the  n^ht  to  slight 

rally  between  80  and  84,  of  good  strength ;  congestion,  which  he  says  always  aooompa- 

the  skin  is  of  a  proper  temperature,  and  its  nies  sleep.      This  is  the  reason  that  the 

colour  natural ;  his  appetite  is  good,  and  he  insane  so  often  do  not  enjoy  this  temporary 

gets  up  of  his  own  accord  and  dresses  him-  release  from  care.      Unless  there  be  some 

self.     In  the  winter  all  is  changed ;  he  fre-  bodily  disease,  as  fever,  present,  a  patient 

quently  has  attacks  of  catalepsy ;  he  is  tor-  should  never  be  allowed  to  remain  in  bed 

pid ;  if  he  walks  it  is  in  a  circle ;  he  never  during  the  day,  as  the  recumbcfltit  pontlon 

speaks ;  his  pulse  was  100  and  very  weak,  will  of  course  favour  the  congestion, 

the  thermometer  being  26^  Fah. ;  his  hands  There  remains  for  us  to  consider  the  qna- 

become  livid ;  his  appetite  fails ;  he  is  un-  lity  of  the  blood  in  cases  of  mental  aliena- 

conscious  of  the  c^s  of  nature,  and  the  tion :  so  intimate  is  the  connection  between 

attendant  has  great  difficulty  in  inducing  the  capillaries  and  the  ultimate  filaments  of 

him  to  get  out  of  bed.  the  nerves,  both  at  the  periphery  and  at  the 

Cold  weather  is  always  prejudicial  in  head  centre,  that  what  affects  the  one  is  Ukelj 

affections.    The  statistical  tables  of  London,  ere  long  to  affect  the  other.     Not  only  do 

Paris,  Holland,  and  Turin,  shew  that  cere-  we  perceive  this  in  the  blush  of  shame  and 

bral  congestions  are  most  frequent  in  winter ;  the  paleness  of  anger,  and  in  the  effect 

and  this  corresponds  with  Dr.  Heberden's  which  the  passions  have  upon  the  action  of 

opinion.     We  shall  not  therefore  be  sur-  the  heart,  but  we  see  also  that  injury  to  the 

prised  at  finding  that  a  severe  winter  in-  nerves  produces  stagnation  in  the  capillary 

creases   the  symptoms  of   those  suffering  tubes,  thereby  of  course  greatlyinterfering 

under  general  paralysis.     It  is  an  interest-  with  nutrition  and  secretion.     The  division 

ing  fact  connected  with  this  circumstance,  of  tbepar  va^m,  ^e\e&nittom\3bJb«x.\^. 

^at  those  who  have  been  long  exposed  to  menta  of  Dt.  BJe\d/\a  ioXL<owtdL V)  dSflicuV 
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noe  of  the  latter,  arieing  from   paraljils  experiments  has  been  rigoronsly  tested  by 
of  the  nenres  of  the  stomach,  and  not,  as  M.  Fr^my,  in  a  very  interesting  paper  pnb- 
stated  by  Dr.  W.  Philip,  from  want  of  se-  lished    in    the  3d    series    of   the  Annales 
cretion  of  the  gastric  juice,  snch  secretion  de    Chimie    et    de  Physique.       "All    my 
being  in  nowise  impeded.     It  is  not  material  efforts,''  says  he,  '*  have  been  employed  in 
whedier  the  alteration  in  the  quality  of  the  studying  the  fatty  matter  which  can  be  ob- 
blood  is  the  cause  or  consequence  of  the  tained  by  digesting  the  brain  in  alcohol  or 
disease.    The  alteration  of  the  blood  is  the  ether.     It  was  after  evaporation  with  ether 
cause  of  the  disease  when  it  is  deprived  of  that  M.  Couerbe  discovered  cholesterine,  the 
the  qualities  necessary  for  suppljring  proper  white    substsmce    containing    phosphorus, 
nourishment  to  the  brain,  and  also  when,  which  he    calls  c^r^brote,    and  moreover 
(twing  to  the  skin,  the  uterus,  the  liver,  or  three  fatty  substances  which  he  considers 
tiie  kidney,    not  performing  their  proper  neutral,  and  which  he  calls  c^phalote,  stea- 
f^niettons,  it  is  not  properly  elaborated.    On  rooonote,  and  ^li^enoephole ;  (see  Annales  de 
the  otlier  hand  the  alteration  is  the  conse-  Chimie,  tom.lvi.  p.  164.)   The  results  which 
qoenoe  of  the  disease ;  for  though  nutrition  I  have  obtained  differ  in  every  point  from 
and  secretion  are  not  dependent  upon  the  those  just  quoted,  for  I  have  not  seen  in  the 
nerves,  yet  they  are  materially  influenced  by  substances  of  M.  Couerbe  anything  but  an 
them  ;  and  in  this  and  other  disorders  of  acid  fiitty  agglomeration  in  combination  with 
the    nervous    system  the  circulating  fluid  a  saponaceous  compound.     Setting  aside  the 
muit  undoubtedly  suffer.  fatty  substances  which  are  found  common  to 
Familiar  instances  of  the  influence  of  poi-  other  animal  matter,  we  find  that  the  brain 
aoned  blood  upon  the  brain  are  to  be  found  is  characterized  by  Uie  presence  of  choleste- 
in  the  effects  of  alcohol  and  opium.  •  No  less  rine,  and  by  two  peculiar  fatty  adds.     This 
striking  are  the  consequences  which  follow  composition  is  much  more  simple  than  M. 
when  the  elements  of  the  blood  are  not  re-  Couerbe  has  been  inclined  to  admit.    M. 
paired  by  proper  nutrition.     '*  In  the  pro-  Fr^my  goes  on  to  state  that,  in  fresh  brains, 
gress  of  starvation,"  says  Liebig,  '*  it  is  not  the  oleophosphoric  add  is  found,  but  that 
only  the  ht  which  disappears,  but  also,  by  it  soon  becomes  decomposed,  and  in  a  brain 
degrees,  all  such  solids  as  are  capable  of  which  has  not  been  examined  for  some  days 
b^ng  dissolved.    In  the  wasted  bodies  of  you  find  phosphoric  add  in  a  free'  state,  and 
those  who    have    suffered   starvation,  the  oleine."      M.  Vauquelin  found  the  same 
museles  are  shrunk,  and  unnaturally  soft,  alteration  in  ramollissement  of  the  brain,  which 
and  have  lost  their  contractility ;  all  those  he  considers  to  be  exactly  analogous  to  what 
parts  of  the  body  which  were  capable  of  takes  place  in  putrefaction.     It  is  interest- 
entering  into  the  state  of  motion  have  served  ing    in    connection    with    this  subject  to 
to  protect  the  remainder  of  the  frame  from  know  that  M.  Chevreul  has  found  in  the 
the  destmetive  influence  of  the  atmosphere,  blood  the  fatty  matter  of  the  brain,  and  M. 
Towards  the  end,  the  particles  of  the  brain  Boudet  cholesterine.     M.  Vauquelin  has, 
hefpn  to  undergo  the  process  of  oxidation,  also,  in  some  cases,  found  the  peculiar  fatty 
and  delirium,  mania,  and  death,  close  the  matter  of  the  brain  in  the  liver,  which  is 
scene ;  that  is  to  say,  all  resistance  to  the  certainly  a  discovery  of  much  importance  : 
oxidising  power  of  the  atmospheric  oxygen  it  may,  perhaps,  throw  some  light  upon  the 
oesaes,  vbA  tiie  chemical  process  of  erema-  subject  of  sympathy  between  the  brain  and 
causis,  or  decay,  commences,  in  which  every  the  liver.     We  must  rest  contented  for  the 
part  of  the  body,  the  bones  excepted,  enters  present  with  the  theory  of  sympathy  to  ex- 
ittto  eombination  with  oxygen.''     Chemical  plain  the  mutual  action  and  reaction  of  the 
analysis  haa  not  aided  us  at  present  in  de-  central  organs  of  the  nervous  system  with 
tecting  any  characteristic  pecidiarity  in  the  each  other,  and  with  the  nerves  themsdves. 
brains  of  the  insane.    The  brain  of  man  is    Esquirol  lays  much  stress  upon  this  subject, 
chiefly,  composed  of  albumen,  a  large  pro-     and  draws  our  attention  to  the  connection 
portion  of  water,  and  a  peculiar  fatty  matter,    existing  between  the  ganglia  of  organic  life 
The  latter  presents  us  with  results  of  most    and  the  brain,  as  leading  us  to  trace  the 
interest ;  it  was  in  this  that  phosphorus  was    source  of  the  disease  to  the  gan^^a.    The 
detected  by  M.  Vauqudin.     M.  Couerbe,     central  parte  of  the  nervous  system  do,  as 
following  up  these  experiments,  thought  he    we  know,  S3nnpathize  with  the  functional 
could  appreciate  distinct  variations  in  the     and  organic  disturbance  of  all  organs  of  the 
quantity  of  phosphorus  in  the  brains  of  the    body.     The  opinion,  therefore,  that  insanity 
sane  and  insane.     In  the  former  he  asserts    is  sometimes  a  S3naEipathetic  disease,  is  not 
that  it  is  present  to  the  amount  of  from  2  to    so  very  improbable  as  some  have  supposed  ; 
2|  per  cent.;    in   the  brains   of   violent    but,  whether  sympathetic  or  idiopathic,  it  be- 
maniacs  to  that  of  3,  4,  and  4^  per  cent. ;    comes  a  matter  of  %reall  vm\iQ>T\»XiC^ Kxw^t^- 
while  in  those  of  idiots  he  says  that  it  is    Uce  to  coniidet  the  ^^s«sae&  ^>Cki  ^\^Oci 
de^aeat  in  quantitj,  being  not  more  than    iniainty  may  'be  cotn^'^caXA^^  vsv^  ^a  "^^^^^ 
Mm  1  to  li  per  cent.    The  value  of  these    the  symptomB  Ti<St  onVj  ^Vv^i  Xs^^  ^^=* 
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origin  from  the  disease  of  the  brain,  but  and  for  chlorine,  I  triturated  a  grain 

those  also  which  are  due  to  the  disease  ex-  of  corrosive    sublimate    with    several 

isting  at  the  same  time  in  any  other  organ,  grains  of  pure  metallic  silver  in  pow- 

as  the  mental  disease  will  undoubtedly  be  3er.  as  it  is  procured  by  precipitation 

much  aggravated  if  attention  is  not  paid  to  with   copper   from  a  solution   of  the 

the  latter.    As  there  is  no  disease  in  the  nitrate,  and  in  a  dry  state  j  and  I  was 

body  with  which  insanity  may  not  become  g^^jj  encouraged  by  the  blackened  ap- 

involved.  so  there  is  no  medicine  in  the  pearance  of  the  mixture  to  believe  that 

Pharmacopoeia  which    you  may   not  have  decomposition  of  the   bichloride  had 

at  some  time  or  other  to  prMcnbe  m  treat.  ^^^^  ^  ,  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^  j^^^ 

ing  mentel  affections       The   search  ^er  and  that  this  decompositfon  was  com  - 

Z^l^LXZltT^^^^'^tL  Pl^te  became  evident  when,  upon  plac- 
tore,  appear  to  me  to  be  as  vam  as  me  r  .,  ,  •  ^u^  v  lu  -.^  -.  ^  n 
labours  of  the  alchymist  to  discover  the  phi-  jng  the  powder  m  the  bulb  of  a  small 
losopher's  stone.  Although  there  is  no  dis-  tube  (such  as  is  used  m  reducing 
ease  with  which  insanity  may  not  be  compli-  arsenic),  I  obtained  a  distinct  nng  of 
cated,  yet  there  are  some  more  commonly  metallic  mercurial  globules  m  the  neck 
met  with,  in  conjunction  with  it,  than  others;  of  the  tube.  Since  that  time,  in  ob- 
e.  ff.  scrofula,  phthisis,  inflammation  of  the  taining  metallic  mercury  from  corro- 
Inngs,  disease  of  the  heart,  congestion  of  the  sive  sublimate,  I  have  always  used 
liver,  diseased  kidneys,  inflammation  of  the  silver,  which  1  have  not  known  to  fail 
mucous  lining  membrane  of  the  intestines,  in  producing  its  reduction,  and  have 
diarrhoea,  erysipelas,  epilepsy,  apoplexy,  found  much  more  convenient  and  ma- 
Sometimes  an  attack  of  diarrhoea,  of  phthi-  nageable  than  the  potassa  fusa,  corn- 
sis,  or  of  fever,  wiU  put  a  stop  to  the  attack  ^^y^ly  employed ;  this  last  not  being 
of  insanity ;  wmetiinw  the  attack  will  be  ^.^^^^  pulverised,  and  attracting  mois- 
merely  suspended.  The  approach  of  the  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  inconvenient  extent  very 
catamenia  IS  always  a  critical  penod  with  ^^^j^^^^  ^j^j^  objection,  howevef, 
our  female  patients;  the  disease  IS  thenoften  g^arcely  applies  to  the  us^  of  the  bil 
aggravated,  and  paroxysms  of  furor  occur ;  "^^  *-  •'^  *^*1  j  o**  ***  i."v 
^  return  of  the  monthly  period  sometimes  carbonate  of  soda  or  Dotass. 
gives  an  intermitting  chaiicter  to  the  dis-  I  ^aye  subsequently  endeavoured  to 
order,  and  the  hopes  of  the  friends  and  of  ascertain  whether  metallic  silver  pos- 
.  the  physician  are  alternately  raised  and  de-  sessed  the  same  power,  and  to  what 
pressed.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  extent,  over  corrosive  sublimate  in  so- 
msanity  manifesting  itself  in  one  member  of  lution ;  and  in  successive  trials  I  have 
a  family,  while  nervous  disorders  akin  to  it  been  able  to  obtain  distinct,  nay  abun- 
develope  themseWesin  the  rest.  Tliis  takes  dant,  metallic  globules  from  the  amal- 
place,  also,  occasionally,  with  respect  to  other  gam  formed  by  boiling  metallic  silver 
diseases,  which  are  not  of  a  nervous  type,  m  a  solution  containing  one  grain  of 
e.  ^.  scrofula  and  phthisis.  A  patient  under  corrosive  sublimate  in  four  ounces  of 
my  care,  who  died  of  general  paralysis,  was  distilled  water,  and  even  in  a  solution 

^f*  h^**^  ^"^  ^"^  *'*'"^^'*  ''*'°  ^'^  """^  ^'"^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  strength,  t .  e,  of  one  grain 

orpbtbisis.  ^Q  eight  ounces.     My  time  does  not 

(To  be  continued.]  allow  me  to  make  numerous  compara- 

tive  experiments,  but  I  am  disposed  to 

ON  A  NEW  TEST  FOR  CORROSIVE  Relieve  that  silver  acts  slowly,  or  not 

QTTRr  TiurATi?  at  all,  on  solutions  of  corrosive  subli- 

feUiSLiMAlJi.  j^g^g  ^j  ^^^  ordinary  temperature. 

I  next  tried  this  method  of  ezperi- 

T9  tk€  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  menting  on    orgauic    mixtures;    and 

g  having  added  one  grain  of  corrosive 

*  sublimate  to  four  ounces  of  tea,  made 

Allow  me,  through  the  columns  of  with  sugar  and  milk,  I  boiled  the  liquor 

your  journal,  to  call  the  attention  of  with   the  powdered  silver,  and  after 

those  interested  in  the  science  of  toxi-  allowing  time  for  subsidence,  the  fluid 

cology  to  a  method  of  detecting  corro-  was  poured  off.     Liquor  potass®  was 

8ive  sublimate,  which  1  am  not  aware  boiled  for  some  time  upon  the  metal,  to 

to  have  been  previously  brought  before  dissolve   organic   matter,    and   liquor 

the  public.  ammonis  afterwards  added  to  the  sedi- 

Jt  18  now  upwards  of  two  years  since,  ment,  in  order  to  dissolve  the  chloride 

rettecting  on  the  strong  affinity  of  me-  of  sUvcr.    This  was  also  poured  off;  and 

iMJiie  silver  both  for  metallic  mercury  the  ae^mcnt  YiaN\Tvg\«ftii  n^baV^  wA 
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thonmgfaly  dried,  was  placed  in  a  tube  the  exiBtenee  in  that  affection  of  a  de- 
al beforei  and  metaluc  mercury  oh-  cided  deficiency  of  blood-corpusclefl. 
tained  in  abundance.  This  is  an  error.    On  turning  to  my 

Two  other  experiments  have  also  paper  in  the  Lancet  of  April  15th,  it 

given  very  satisfactory  results,  in  one  of  wiu  be  found  that  I  refer  tne  feet  to  a 

which  one  grain  of  corrosive  sublimate,  diminished    nutrition  and  change  of 

dissolved  in  a  little  distilled  water,  was  matter  in  the  tissues,  and  a  more  perfect 

nixed  with  a  gelatinous  fluid,  made  by  oxygenation  of  the  effete  particles  than 

difibsing  x|.  by  weight  of  the  patent  would  happen  if  the  usual  quantity  of 

fldatine  of  the  shops  in  4  oz.  of  New  matter  haa  been  chan^d  in  the  vital 

Biver  water.    In  the  other,  one  grain  process.    At  the  same  time,  I  admitted 

of  the  same  substance  in  powder  was  that  the  reasoning  is  hypothetical,  and 

added  to  5  oz.  of  a  saneumeous  fluid,  that  the  case  furnishes  an  apparent 

which  had  been  obtained  five  days  pre-  exception  to  Liebig's  views.    Dr.  Bird 

vioosly,  by  tapping,  from  the  head  of  a  employs  his  own  misrepresentation  of 

h^drocephalous  infant    The  only  mo-  my  statement  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 

dification  in  these  cases  was,  that  the  dering  one  part  of  the  subject  incon- 

mizture  was  acidulated  with  hydrochio-  sistent  with  another  part. 
lie  acid  before  adding  the  silver ;  this        Dr.  Bird  leads  his  readers  to  the 

poeeeding  having  been  suggested  by  inference  that  I  "  denounced"  the  state- 

M.  Reinscn's  plan  of  testing  for  arsenic,  ment,  that  107  grains  of  or^nic  matter 

It  is  necessary  to  moisten  the  silver  by  are  daily  excreted  by  the  skin,  as  most 

agitating  it  with  a  little  distilled  water  fallacious.     This,  again,  is  an  error. 

in  a  tnb«,  before  adding  to  the  suspect-  I  admitted  the  fact,  being  fully  aware 

ed  mixture ;  but,  in  the  cases  detailed,  of  the  source  from  which  it  was  derived. 

the  metallic  sediment  has  been  very  The  writer  of  the  review  in  Question 

easily  obtained,  subsiding  rapidly,  and  resorted  to  it  for  the  purpose  or  show- 

the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory,  ing  that  the  function  of  the  skin  is  of 

No  actual  case  of  poisoning  has  oc-  great  importiince  in  the  removal   of 
corred  to  me  since  I  have  tried  this  azotised  compounds  from  the  body,  and 
method,  and  my  professional  engage-  I  stated  my  belief  that  the  fact  was 
ments  leave  me  little  time  for  pursuing  thus  employed  most  fallaciously.   Until 
the  investigation  of  its  powers ;  but  I  it  be  proved  that  urea  is  a  general,  and 
sabmit  it  your  readers  not  without  a  not  merely  an  occasional   constituent 
hope  that  in  other  and  more  skilful  of  the  cutaneous  secretions,  or,  as  re- 
hands  it  may  be  productive  of  impor-  spects  the  particular  animal  substance 
tant  results.  which  the  skin  is  said  to  secrete,  until 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  a  description  is  given,  more  accurate 
Your  obedient  servant,  than  a  vag^e  resemblance  to  an  unde- 
Aloxrnon  Frampton,  M.D.  fined   compound  and,    in  particular, 

AHlstaiitninician  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Toxl-  until  the  amount  of  azotc  which  that 

«.  V-.  JUSTJH  '^  substance  contains  is  determined,  I  am 

Jtor  wTwS.  IJl^ely  to  remain  of  the  same  opinion. 

! Allowing  for  the  nitrogen  contained  in 

ON  THE  PRODUCTION  OF  UREA  LtiroflthCSchTufeel  Te 

AND  URIC  ACID.  conclusion    that   the   elimination    of 

•L   .    « .         7~,  azotised  compounds  by  the  skin  is  an 

lb  ik€  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  important  part  of  its  function. 

8ia,  For  the  purpose  of  invalidating  Lie- 

Iif  Dr.  Golding  Bird's  "remarks"  pub-  big's  theory  of  the  uric  acid  of  the 

liihed  in  yourloumal  of  May  12th,  I  unne  being  one  step  in  that  series  of 

have  been  misinterpreted  on  the  subject  metamorphoses  by  which  the  azotised 

of  Liebie's    doctrmes.      I   shall  feel  compounds  cast  off  by  the  living  struc- 

obliged  by  your  insertion  of  this  note  tures  become  more  and  more  highly 

of  explanation.  oxidised,  until  they  finally  disperse  in 

Dr.  Bird  appears  to  understand  that,  the  atmosphere  in  the  forms  of  carbonic 

in  my  observations  upon  a  recent  re-  acid  gas  and  ammonia,  Dr.  Golding 

▼lew,  I  attempt  to  explain  the  fact  of  a  Bird  asserts  that  he  haa  qAn«xv<^^^  ^ 

diminishedproportion  of nricacid  having  fact.    Birds,  've  ate  \tiloTTiifc^>  ncsv\  -^ 

occurred  in  certain  cases  of  chlorosis  by  large    ouantity   ot   \«\<i    tvcJA,  NiVwyc^. 
SIO.^xxxn.  ^  ^ 
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ought  tiot  to  be  the  case.    The  Doctor       ON    PSEUDO-ERUCTATION, 
complains  that  I  have  omitted  to  notice 

this  objection  of  his  to  the  Professor'f  Bt  O.  C.  Child,  M.D. 

theory.  PhytiGwn  to  the  Wettmintter  General 

I  do  not  think  we  hare  as  yet  suf-  Dispenwry. 

ficient  data  to  enable  us  with  accuracy  (^^  '**  London  Medical  Gaxette.) 

to  apply  the  principles  of  Liebiff's  phy-  .    .        „  ,  "T"!  ., 

siolo^  to  all  class^  of  animal?.    Tfis  It  is  well  known  that  there  is  no  more 

is  the  case  with  some  graminiyorous  Sequent  attendant  upon  hysteria  than 

animals,  and  still  less  dS  we  know  of  J^^^^^^^V   l\u  X  T'-^  ai^ounted 

the  carnivorous  birds,  on  which  the  ob-  ^°'  ^^  ^\  ^^^^*  ^^J'\  hvstencal  affections 

jection  is  founded.     Among  the  few  are  uguaUyassociatad  with  more  or  less 

&cts   published  regarding  the  meta-  ^^  mdigestion  and  irregulantjr  m  the 

morphisesoccurrini  in  the  hitter,  there  c^^at^on  of  the  bowels.    In  many 

is  one  which  Ber^lius  states  on  the  f*««?'  however,  the  production  of  air  m 

authority  of  Comdet    "  The  urine  of  "^L^^^^fu  1^^  ^*  ^  enormous  imd  so 

carnivorous  birds  contains  urea,  but  it  ^^^fl  that  dyspepsia  of  the  ordinary 

is  wanting  in  the  urine  of  those  birds  ^°^  ^"-  ^"     A^^^i  inadequate  to 

which  Uve  on  vegetable  food,  notwith-  ^^^}^  f?^'H^''^  '^  ^?«  ^^S^'J^V^^y 

standing  this  consists  of  acid  urate  of  beenattnbuted  to  a  specialeffectof  tlie 

ammon^"    This  fact  is  derived  from  lysteria  upon  the  secreUng  vessels  of 

a  foreign  source  j  perhaps,  therefore,  Dr.  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane. 

Biid  regards  it  as  one  ^ich  should  be  ,,  ^o  sipi  of  hysteria  is  better  known 

deemed  valueless.   The  above  objection  ^  ^^   excessive   flatulence.    The 

as  well  as  others  advanced  by  Dr.  Bird,  a^omen  sometiraw  becomes  tympa- 

is  founded  on  a  partial  application  of  f"^«  even  during  the  short  penod  of 

Liebig's  theories  to  stat^  of  Ufe  in  the  patient's  examination :   the  cructa- 

which  some  only  of  the  data  are  as  yet  f*^°  is  loud  well-marked,  and  distrew- 

known  ^^^'    Anti-natnlent  medicines  are  indi- 

With  regard  to  the  state  of  the  iron  in  ^^d'  ^^^  produce  the  best  effects, 
the  blood,  1  believe  Dr.  Kane  has  not  as       ^"'  '^^^^  ^^ .  nystencal  disorders, 

yet  given  us  any  facts.  If  Dr  Bird  will  common  enough  m  practice,  where  the 

draw  a  different  conclusion  from  the  ex-  ^atiilence  is  only  a/iparen*,  and  belongs 

periments  of  Gmelin  and  Liebig  than  Jp  ^^^  ^^^^  of  miraoses.    This  fact  is,  I 

they  themselves-if  he  will  also  come  {l*^^  ^"^  doubt,  familiar  to  those  who 

to  a  different  conclosion  as  to  whether  ^^J^  ,»f«°.  "{"^^  ^  ^^  ^sease ;  but  I 

Dumas  is  to  be  considered  more  trust-  J"^^''  ^^^^  ?* «  perhaps  not  so  generally 

worthy  than  Mulder.Liebig,and  Scherer,  ^"?^"  ^  ^\  ^"g*^^  ^  ^^  h^^^  I  have 

in  analysing  fibrin-and  Dr.  Kemp  is  had  patients  under  my  chaige  whose 

equal   In    analysis,   and  as    good  an  "|<^«'    troublesome    svmptom  was,   as 

authorityonthebile^Benelius-Ihope  J^^y  imagined,  flatulence,  for  whi^ch 

we  shall  be  allowed  the  exercise  of  our  ^^^l  ^^  J^^ji  persevennglv  treated 

judgment   in  receiving  those  conclu-  ^J^^  stimulajits  and  cannmatives,  but 

^qSb,  ^^  course  without  the  least  benefit 

Dr!  Bird,  finaUy,  misinterprets  me  ,. '  "^^^t^r^  ^^L*  *Pf^*®^  of  mimosis 

with  regard  to  personality  towards  him-  ?*splayed  better  than  in  a  patienA  who 

selfor  others  in  my  observations.    My  w  at  present  under  my  ewe.     This 

object  is  only  to  forward  the  truth,  and  woman,  about  the  middle  penod  of  life, 


entering  further  than  is  necessary  with    ?^  of  medical  advice  for  headache, 

him  into  these  deeply  interesting  topics.    J^digestion,  palpitation,  and  pains  in 

I  ain  sir  "^®  abdomen ;    for  the  last  of  these 

Your  obedient  servant,  f?'^^^"*^    ^^^    has  been  frequently 

Hen rt  Ancell  ^     cupped,  and,  I  fear,  too  actively 

a,MortWkC»«ma.o,fo«i8q«r.,  ^^    At  present  she  comElains  of 

Miy  MKb,  1843.  fluttering  at  the  heart,  £Eiintness,  with 

occasional  sharp  imins,  and  anooialous 

sensations  in  various  parts  of  tlie  body. 

One  of  the  symptoms  from  which,  she 
says,  her  gteaVcsV  %v\ffcT\Tv%  \<tQt<i^^  \& 
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^viiid."    Aoeordioff  to   her  account  by  thia  means  the  eompressed  air  is 

she  sometimes  belches  up  enormous  forcibly  made  to  circulate  about  the 

quantities  of  it  for  hours  together,  different    parts    of  the   mouth   and 

The  abdomen  is  swollen,  and  resonant  pharynx.    During  these  efforts  air  ia 

on  percussion.  often  pressed  into  the  gullet,  whence  it 

In  the  course  of  treatment  I  have  either  returns  into  the  moutn  aeaini  or 

had  several  opportunities  of  observing  is  swallowed  into  the  stomach.     Of 

these  **  attacks  of  wind,"  and  what  I  this  &ct  I  am  very  sure,  Uiat  in  many 

am  now  about  to  remark  is  gathered  cases  of  hysterical  flatulence  there  is 

firom  this  and  from  similar  cases.  more  air  swallowed  into  the  stomach 

When  the  fiice  of  a  person  affected  than  expelled  from  it 

vith  this  pseudo-flatulence  is  watched  If  any  one  will  try  to  imitate  the  act 

fteadily  for  a  minute  or  two,  a  charac-  above  described,  he  will,  I  think,  be 

toistie  expression  may  be  observed,  able  to  produce  sounds  more  or  less  re- 

aKhougfa  it  is  difficult  to  describe  it;  I  sembling  eructation.  I  know  some  who 

dwU  only  sajr  that  it  is  quite  different  can  mimic  it  perfectly,  but  on  causing 

from  that  of  a  person  who  is  actually  them  to  open  their  mouth  the  air  is  no 

bringing  up  wind.    The  face  is  kept  longer  enclosed  in  a  shut  cavity,  and 

averted  fiom  the  practitioner,  and  the  the  power  to  produce  the  pseudo-eruc- 

qnantity  of  air  which  passes  out  seems  tation  is  lost.    In  making  the  trial  one 

itoy  little  when  compared  with  the  will  ^nerally  be  conscious  of  swallow- 

effiirts  made  for  its  expulsion.    It  will  infi^  aur  involuntarily. 

be  zemaiked  that  the  mouth  is  kept  In  a  patient  who  fancied  that  her 

■hnt,  so  that  the  air  passes  from  tne  complaint  was  a  "  windy  dropsy,"  it 

nose  only,  and  sometimes  the  mouth  is  was  found  that  pressing  or  rubbing  the 

hdd  fhrmly  by  the  hand,  or  even  the  arms  or  legs  inmiediately  brought  on  a 

nostrils  are  putially  closed  by  it.    This  paroxysm  of  this  pseudo-flatulence.    I 

aet  has  of  course  a  tendency  to  inmede  could  not  help  remarking  how  similar 

rather  than  to  favour  the  exit  of  the  this  case  was  to  those  mentioned  by 

air:  but  the  reason  for  it  will  imme-  Morgaffni  (Dc  Sed.  ct  Causis  Morb. 

diately  appear.  Epist.  43) :  the  first  reflects  credit  on  the 

As  in  the  paroxysms  of  hysterical  practical  tact  of  Santorini  :— 

conj^  or  convulsions,  so  also  in  this  *'  I  was  at  Venice  when  a  woman 

complaint,  there  is  much  irreg^ular  and  sent  for  surgeons  and  physicians,  and 

tomnltuous  action  about  the  upper  part  among  them  Santorini,  in  order  to  as- 

of  the  throat,  the  muscles  of  the  tongue,  certain  the  nature  of  the  tumor,  which 

pharynx,  and  the  levators  and  depressors  was  prominent  in  one  of  her  ctoIus,  as 

of  ue  laiynx,  being  chiefly  involved,  shefearedlestitshouldbeabuoonpcele; 

A  loud  rumbling  or  forcible  movement  for  this  reason,  that  it  appeared  sud- 

of  air  may  be  perceived  in  the  same  denlv,  as  she  was  straining  to  discharge 

situation,  but  there  is  seldom  any  dis-  the  nardened  excrements  from  the  in- 

tinct  flatnlent  '*  rapport."    Under  the  testines.    All  signs  of  a  hernia  were 

heart,  and  over  the  abdomen  generally,  absent,  except  that  immediately  upon 

there  is  no  movement  of  flatus  to  be  applying  their  hands  to  that  part,  the 

detected;  occasionally  there  is  a  short  woman  discharged  vrind  by  eructation. 

2 nick  oonteiustion  of  the  diaphragm,  as  Santorini,  observing  the  physicians  to  be 

I  hiccup.  in  doubt  merely  on  this  account,  smiled, 

The  fit  can  be  instantly  stopped  by  and  said  to  them,  '  Whatever  part  of 

simply  causing  the  patient  to  keep  her  my  body  you  touch,  you  will  have 

mouth  open.    This  is  the  diagnostic  eructations  come  on.'    They  instantly 

mark     between     true     and     pseudo-  made  the  experiments,  and  found  it  to 

flatulence.    It  is  obvious  that  keeping  be  as  he  had  said.    When  Santorini 

the  mouth  open  cannot  impede   the  related  these  things  to  me,  and  to  some 

passage  of  air  from  the  stomach,  but  it  more  friends,  others  wondered  at  it  as 

deprives  the  patient  of  the  power  to  an  unheard  of  circumstance;   but   I 

emit    those   sounds    which    simulate  (Morgagni)  said  it    is  extraordinary 

eructation.     To  produce  these  sounds  indeed,  yet  not  unheard  of.    In  Bar- 

tbe   moudi  must   be  shut   and    the  tholin  vou  will  really  find  the  observa- 

posterior   nares  closed.    The  various  tion  of  a  man  '  wno   from  a  slight 

muscles  of  deglutition  are  then  thrown  friction  of  any  part  oC  the  bod^^  voxr 

into  strong  and  irregular  action,  and  mediately  feVL  VnXo  ^  «TLQTmss<^  ^s^ 
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eructation,  that  he  did  not  cease  to  their  style.    Towards  the  close  of  a 

eroctate  before  the  friction  ceased* ."  controversy,  when  zeal  has  cooled,  when 

Theabovesentence,  marked  within-  ^   j      informed,  but  not  less  earnest, 

yerted  commas,  applied  exactly  to  the  ,              _           ^     xv      x 

woman  with  "windy  dropsy,"  to  whom  ^^^e  made  room  for  the  stronger  or 

I  have  alluded.    I  have  no  doubt  they  more     skilful    disputants,     those    in 

wereall  examples  of  pseudo-eructation,  whose  hands  the  contest  is  left  shew 

On  reading  the  quotation  just  made,  I  ^^^  ^^^^^  -^  ^j^^.^  weapons  and  more 

am  inclined  to  suspect  that  Santonm  .   ,         ^  •     xi.  •       i    .*       i. 

knew  the  trick,  and  was  quizzing  his  judgment  m  their  selecUon,  knowing 

brother  practitioners :  but  it  does  not  how  much  depends  on  their  length, 

appear  that  Morgagni  was  aware  that  theit  weight,  their  balance.  "  See  that 

it  was  simply  a  deception,  othorwise  Ws  ^    ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^t  ^o  heavy  ,*♦ 

raS^'^i'SS"'"*''''^'""^"  "  o-of  *»»«  ^^  of  Glower's  com- 
mands  on  the  eve  of  Bosworth  Field. 

"  Last  night  it  more  fatigued  my  arm 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  tiian  foes,"  is  the  Corsair's  complaint 

Friday,  June  9, 1843.  ^^  ^^s  scimitar. 

Homer  makes  a  burly  hero  do  much 

'*  Licet  omnibiM,  lic«t  etiam  mihi,di(niitfttem  execution  with  a  huge  stone ;  but  this 

Jrtu  Mediae  tiieri;  poteatas  modo  venlendl  in  j-gat  poet,— or  to  avoid  controversy  this 

publicum  lit,  dicendi  pericttlum  non  recuw."  !:,,,...-,,,,               x        i. 

CicBBo.  '  able  editor"  of  all  the  hero-poetry  of 

his    day, •the   blind  Ionian    ballad- 

80CIETT  FOR  RELIEF  OF  singer, — would  never  have  put  such  a 

WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS   OF  weapon  into  the  hands  of  Achilles  or  of 

MEDICAL  MEN.  ^^^^'^      ^o^g'    ^^kward,    and   la- 

bonous  names,  then,  are  apt  to  be 
We  publish  this  day  a  notice  of  the  faithful  exponents  of  real  facts,  while 
annual  dinner  of  the  "  Society  for  shorter  and  more  concise  ones  are  often 
Relief  of  Widows  and  Orphans  of  mere  theories  and  professions  of  things 
Medical  Men  in  London  and  its  which  ought  to  be,  but  are  not. 
Vicini^."  This  inconvenientiy  long  The  title,  however,  of  tiiis  society  has 
name  it  seems  has  been  borne  by  the  at  least  this  virtue,  that  it  does  not  mis- 
institution  ever  since  the  year  1788,  lead  the  reader,  but  faithfully  sete  forth 
and  is  somewhat  remarkable  in  these  its  purpose,  and  an  inspection  of  the 
days  of  rapid  movement,  and  of  success-  annual  statement  of  its  affidrs  will  con- 
ftil  search  after  ease  and  material  com-  yince  those  who  take  the  trouble  to  in- 
fort  It  reads  ahnost  as  laboriously  as  quire  that  it  is  doing,  with  no  small 
the  tiUes  of  some  old  books,  where  success,  what  it  professess. 
the  author  appears  hardly  to  have  This  society  seems  to  have  been 
been  restrained  from  putting  the  whole  originally  a  club  formed  by  certain 
table  of  contents  into  his  titie-page.  London  practitioners  of  eminence  for  the 

This  peculiarity,  by  the  way,  though  purpose  of  making  a  fund  the  proceeds 

generally  abandoned  is  still  found  in  of  which  should  be  divided  amongst 

some  controversial  tracts,  and  seems  to  the  widows  and  children  of  members, 

be  a  natural  result  of  people  earnestly  or  rather  amongst  such  of  them  as 

putting  forth  what  they  have  to  say,  and  should  be  left  in  a  state  of  indigence. 

being  more  anxious  for  the  success  of  From  the  high  professional  standing 

their  cause  than  for  the  elegance  of  of  the  first  founders,  it  is  evident  that 

^"^ their  intentions  were  principally  bene- 

j^^;'^^^^^'^^^''nS»tnibjl>r,A\^xMndtr,  ^^^^^^^   ^^^  ^^    ^^.^   contributions 
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were  4eitioed  for  the  funilies  of  their  too,  to  believe  that  those  who  in  early 
lew  opnlent  neighboun,  rather  than  life  haye,  by  joining  a  society  like  this, 
fiyr  their  own ;  but  the  enconragement  insured  their  families  against  absolute 
held  out  soon  induced  many  to  sub-  privation,  will  be  on  that  account  less 
■eribe  from  motives  of  prudence,  and  likely,  with  the  increase  of  their  abi* 
the  gradual  increase  in  the  proportion  of  lity,  to  make  further  provision  by  ordi- 
tfaofe  whose  iSunilies  became  claimants  nary  modes  of  insurance. 
fbr  idief  proved  the  expediency  of  It  is  also  contended  that  this  society 
eontribating  to  the  fund,  and  brought  is  deficient  in  not  having  a  purely 
into  liill  relief  its  value  as  a  provision  benevolent  fund,  the  benefits  of  which 
againat  the  contingencies  of  early  might  be  extended  beyond  the  families^ 
death  and  inadequate  savings.  of  its  own  members.    Such  an  addi- 

The  anion  of  provident  and  benevo-    tion  would  be  very  desirable,  but  as 
lent  objects  which  this  society  accom-    many  of  the  subscriptions  are  obtained 
pliaheSy  while  it  is  calculated  to  attract    from  members  who  ought  not  in  com- 
twoveiy  different  classes  of  subscribers,    mon  prudence  to  indulge   largely  in 
mnst  nevertheless  tend  also  to  deter    the  luxury  of  alms-giving,  it  is  perh^^ 
many  of  each  class;  and  the  very  small    more  desirable  that  a  separate  institu- 
nmnher  of  members,  which  has  never    tion  should  be  formed  which  should 
ezoeeded  350,  is  a  sufficient  proof  that    accomplish  this  object,  and  the  contri- 
many  of  each  class  fear  that  their  own    butions  to  which  should  be  left  more 
personal  objects  may  not  be  the  most    to  the  discretion  of  the  benevolent  ac- 
effectually  attained  by  its  means.  Unlike    cording  to  their  respective  means, 
an  insurance  office,  the  investment  in       Another  very  forcible  objection  to 
thk  fimd   can   never    be   profitable,    this  society  is,  that  those  who  do  re- 
exeq^t  in  case  of  a  degree   of  des-    quire  its    assistance    are    obliged  to 
dtation  which  few  are  willing  to  be-    solicit   that   assistance,  as    a  favour, 
liere  will  be  the  probable  lot  of  their    which  they  should  have  a  claim  to 
own  bmilies,  and  many  defer  the  secur-    as  a  right:   many  men  dislike  their 
ing  an  income  for  their  surviving  de-    families  being  exposed  to  this  humilia- 
dbndents    until    they'  can  afford    to    tion :  but  if  the  original  object  of  the 
provide    one    which    shall    do    more    society,  and  the  mutual  good  will  which 
than  place  them  above  the  reach  of   suggested  and  sustains   it,    be   duly 
want     By  some,  indeed,  who  have    kept  in  view,  and  if  proper  kindness 
contributed  largely  to  the  support  of   and  delicacy  be  preserved  in  the  man- 
this  institution  as  the  best  hitherto    ner  of  affording  relief,  this  objection 
fimnedyStrongobjectionsareentertained    will  lose  all  its  force. 
to  the  principle  on  which  it  acts.  They       When  trades  and  crafts  first  emerg- 
eoosider   it  as  a  temptation  to   ne-    ing  from  mere  feudal  vassalage  pro- 
gleet  adequate  and   liberal  provision    tected  themselves  by    corporate  alii- 
lor    a   &mily,    and    to    be    content    anccs,  the  admission  of  each  member 
with  a  state  but  one  remove  above    into  a  trading  company  was  subjected 
pauperism,  which  may  be  dangerous    to  certain  restrictions.    These  kept  the 
to  industry  and  burdensome  to  society,    numbers  of  those  who  were  admitted 
But  it  is  urged  on  the  other  hand  that    within  convenient  bounds,  and  gave  to 
life    insurance   even   to    a  moderate    each,  when  once  admitted,  a  sort  of 
amount  is  very  expensive,  even  if  com-    family  interest  in  the  whole  body  of 
menced  early  in  life,  and  if  long  deferred    wliich  he  became  a  member ;  the  trades 
oiienhecomes  impossible.  It  is  difficult,    of  each  town  e^y^nV^  VltviCAx  x^v^^- 
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tive  powers    of  excluding   from  the  our  art  to  public  estimation  are  trenched 

local  exercise  of  their  calling  all  who  upon  by  quackery ;  the  most  obvious 

had  not  contributed  by  servitude  or  com-  truths  and  established  axioms  denied  by 

pensatory  payments,  or  both;  in  return  those  who  have  neither  sufficient  in- 

for    which  the    member  obtained    a  formation  for  argument  nor  docility  for 

claim  for  protection  in  his  calling,  and  belief;  and  the  advantages  of  our  recent 

for  support  in  old  age  and  destitution,  discoveries  are  neutralized  by  undue 

But  as  monopolies  and  exclusive  privi-  contempt  of  former  theories :  the  honest 

leges  became  obnoxious,  and  were  gra-  refusal  to  assert  for  itself  that  infidli- 

dually   diminished  or  abolished,  the  bility   which  is  impudently   claimed 

protection  which   they    afforded  was  by  quackery,  all  concur  to  diminish  the 

withdrawn  at  the  same  time,  and  their  aggregate  of  our  gains,  while  the  num- 

place  has  been  gradually  supplied  by  hers  who  are  to  share  these  gains  are 

voluntary  associations  for  the  relief  of  far  beyond  what  can  be  supported — all 

the  decayed  and  the  destitute,  for  the  these  things  concur  to  render  the  pre- 

widow  and  the  orphan ;  so  that,  at  the  servation  of  individual  and   general 

present  time,  there  is  hardly  a  trade  independence  more  than  ever  difficult, 

or  a  profession  which  has  not  a  fund  Yet  on  this  independence  must  we  rely 

raised  for  these  purposes.    But  it  is  for  the  power  of  sustaining  our  present 

obviously  much  easier  to  keep  up  by  difficulties,  and  of  amending  our  future 

stringent  regulations  the  levy  of  cus-  condition. 

toms  or  dues  on  entering  a  profession,       The  constitution  of  this  society  ap- 

than  to  awaken  and  keep  in  action  pears  to  be  purely  democratic;  the  mem- 

that  prudence  and  forethought  in  indi-  hers  elect  by  ballot  their  own  officers, 

viduals  which  are  required  to  supply  and  surrender  the  entire  management 

their  place,  when  those  customs  are  of  afiairs  into  their  hands,  the  acts  of 

disused,    and   perhaps  the  efforts  of  the  Court  of  Directors  being  finally 

clear-sighted  and  earnest  philanthro-  subject  to  the  veto  of  the  Oenend 

pists    cannot   be    more    beneficially  Court.    The  ordinary  Courts  of  Direc- 

exerted    than   in   pressing  home  on  tors  are  held  four  times  a  year :  per- 

the  indolent  and  the   indifierent  the  haps,  considering  the  amount  of  busi- 

urgent  necessity  that  exists  for  indi-  ness  to  be  done,  and  how  desirable 

vidual    forethought    and    self-denial,  it  is  to  keep  up  a  spirit  of  activity 

Compassion  and  alms-giving  will  never  in  promoting  the  accession   of  new 

cease  to  be  estimable,  but  the  more  members,  this   is   too   seldom.    The 

^extensively  the  need  for  them  can  be  General  Courts  are  held  half  yearly, 
diminished,  by  a  sound  and  healthy       The  Medical  Benevolent  Society  was 

self-dependence,  the  better  for  a  na*  established  in  the  year  1816,  and  is 

tion   and   for   society.     The   parlia-  intended  for  assisting  such  of  its  mem<- 

mentary  evidence  elicited  by  the  con-  bers  as  may,  by  illness,  or  other  causes, 

templated  Poor-law  for  Ireland  shows  be  incapable  of  supporting  themselves, 

how    grievous     are    the    effects   of  It  has  a  wider   range  of  operation, 

shameless  mendicancy   and   reckless  but,  though  established  27  years  ago, 

almsgiving,  though  the  one  be  called  contains  but  150  members,  yet  it  has 

contentment,  and    the  other  charity,  afforded  much  very  effectual  and  season- 

Perhaps  at  no  time  did  members  of  able  relief,  and  has  received  the  grati- 

the  medical  profession  stand  more  in  tude  and  Uie  pecuniary  support  of  some 

need  of  mutual  support  and  coopera-  who  had  accepted  its  assistance.     The 

Hon  than  at  the  present    The  claims  of  constitution  and  govermnent  are  almost 
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exactly  timilar  to  those  of  the  "  Widows  unwilling  either  to  reject  or  to  encourage 

and  (hphans' "  Society,  to  which  most  on  insufficient  grounds :  he  may  have 

of  its  members  are  also  contributors.  given  without  hope  of  conferring  real 

PaUie  dinners,  and  public  advertise-  benefit,  or  refused  without  feeling  justi- 

ments^  are  no  doubt  highly  useful  for  fied  in  withholding.    Joining  a  society 

promoting  harmony  and  good  feeling  guch  as  we  have  described,  he  may,  by 

amongst  the  members  of  a  society,  and  big  recommendation  and  his  example, 

can  hardly  be  dispensed  with  in  this  encourage  sound  prudence,  and  confer 

country,  but  the  speeches  which  follow  clTectual  relief. 
BM  not  calculated  to  promote  a  delibe-  — 

late  consideration  of  its  claims  to  sup-  THE  DINNER, 

port^    nor    do    public    advertisements  Tub  annual  dinner  of  the  society  above 

weal  with  .ufficient  diatinctneB,  to  ^^tU^^^rXo'^^^rJt. 

individuals.    Surely  a  statement  of  the  and  was  attended  by  about  70  of  the  mem- 

nature,  objects,  and  efficiency  of  these  ^^^  and  their  frienda.    H.  R.  H.  the  Duke 

two  most  laudable  institutions  should  be    ?!  ^^J^^dge  presided.    Non  nobU  Domine 

having  been  sung,  and  the  usual  loyal  and 
addressed  to  every  member  of  the  profes-  ,wtriotic  toasts  given,  his  Royal  Highness 
■ion,  and  the  deliberate  opinion  of  Ccich    called  attention  to  the  objinrts  of  the  society, 

should  be  taken  as  to  the  propriety  of  rJ"""!?  "^T  ^"^  i'™/*'^''  ".*"""*^  ^""u  "^"^^  u°^ 

mi  *"*^  families    of    deceased    members,    who 

giving  them  his  support.     The  corpo-  might  have  failed  in  struggling  ngauist  tlie 

rate   bodies   especially  Bhould  be   ap-  difficulties  of  their  profet^sion,  or  been  worn 

pealed  to,  that  each  member  of  the  pro-    «"V*"  1^  ^^^''^'^y*  "^^  ^ied  without  having 
*      .  .  1     ,  1  1  .  3     realixetl  a  sutiicient  mamtenancc  lor  their 

fession  might  liave  the  subject  pressed    surviving  relatives.      His  Royal  Highness 

Upon  his  attention  immediately  on  ad-    felt  assured  that  such  an  institution  was  tx- 

mission.    These  bodies  might  take  a  <!«2^"\s!y  '^^^^JT*  ^''°™  *!»«  ^^^r  great 

mt    M_.    .    J,  .       -^ci'iA  difficulties  With  which  medical  men  had  to 

usefol  hint  from   the    Medical   Asso-  struggle,  and  the  casualties  to  which  they 

dation,  which  has  established  a  fund  were  liable ;  and  he  was  most  hap))y  to  find 

for  the  relief  of  destitution,  the  benefits    *»^^  '"»**^^  this  society  had  done  to  relieve 

^  .    .  /•      1  ^    •.  1  those  who  had  been  obliged  to  make  claims 

not  being  confined  to  its  own  members.    ^„  j^^  ^-^^j^.     Hi^  Royal  Highness  read  part 

We  cordially  agree  with  the  wish  ex-    of  the  annual  statement  laid  upon  the  table, 

pressed  by  Dr.  Wilson, "  that  the  Coun-    f^m  which  it  appeared  that  the  society  had 

eiU  of  this  Society"  (for  the  Relief  of  I^'j'^^tHuit'/il^tArjrror'u.ttr 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  Medical  Men,  pose  nearly  irlSOO,  in  half-yearly  payments ; 

&c.)  "  instead  of  being  held  at  a  coffee-  and  that  ir385  had  been  added  to  the  capi- 

house  in  Holbom,  should  transact  their  ^4i"^oo:  ^^^  "''''  '^o^'^ted  to  nearly 

business  in  the  hall  of  a  Royal  College  j  His  Royal  Highness  expressed  a  hope  that 

and  that  its  limits  should  be  extended  the  society  would  not  only  continue  to  afford 

till  they  included  every  member  of  the  ^  8*«e  amount  of  relief,  but  to  increase 

:         .                TT   •     1    T"       1  It  when  necessary,  and  that  many  would  prove 

profession    m    the    United    Kingdom,  by  their  contributions  that  evening  that  they 

or  even  in  the  British   possessions."  felt,  as  he  himself  did,  warmly  interested  in 

The  Army  and  Navy  have  each  a  fund    '^  ^T^^}^;    ^u-  ^^"^i^'f^^  "''*^' 
^  qnently  added,  on  his  own  health  being  pro- 

for  medical  officers ;   it  is,  we  believe,  poacd,  that  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to 

obligatory  on  all  to  subscribe  to  it,  and  express  thus  publicly  his  b^  wishes  towards 

ite  operations  are  very  much  of  the  the  society ;  and  that  as  it  had  been  inti- 

'^    .        .  *  mated  that  he  ooald  serve  its  interests  by 

nature  of  an  insurance.  becoming  the  Patron,  he  had  much  pleasure 

Perhaps  not  one  of  our  readers  has  in  accepting  that  office,  and  hoped  that  he 

escaped  an  appeal  for  relief  from  a  »bould  at  all  times  be  found  able  and  wUU 

,f    ,  u'    *      -I      •  1  *  Ing  to  promote  the  society's  welfare.     This 

medical  man,  or  his  family,  m  complete  ^^^^^  announcement  wai  of  course  received 

destitution  :   such  a])peals  he  has  been    with  hearty  cheering. 
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Mr.  Bacot,  the  acting  treasurer,  announced  about  six  months  since,  when  she  got  into  a 
that  the  investment  of  the  capital  with  the  very  violent  passion  with  another  woman. 
Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  without  any  aeiinite  cause,  and  since  then 
National  Debt  had  already  produced  a  con-  she  has  always  felt  distracted,  never  having 
siderable  increase  in  the  half-yearly  income,  a  moment's  peace  of  mind,  and  constantly 
and  stated  the  present  condition  of  the  so-  so  much  discomposed,  that  she  has  been  able 
eiety  to  be  certainly  flourishing ;  but  that  it  to  do  nothing,  neither  to  read  nor  think, 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  according  to  nor  follow  her  employm^t ;  is  worse  some- 
calculations  made  long  ago,  and  which  had  times  than  at  others,  but  net  at  any  particular 
hitherto  proved  correct,  the  number  of  tinkes,  nor  worse  in  one  posture  than  another, 
claimants,  though  actually  smaller  this  year  but  generally  a  little  better  towards  evening, 
than  the  last,  would  increate  for  the  next  It  is  not  easy  to  describe  correctly  tbB 
twenty  years.  1*0  meet  this  demand,  there-  state  of  her  mind :  she  does  not  brood  over 
fore,  and  to  secure  permanent  efficiency  and  any  particular  point  or  event,  but  feels  a 
stability,  would  require  the  most  careful  great  desire  to  die,  so  great  indeed  that  she 
management  on  the  part  of  the  directors,  says  she  would  destroy  herself  if  she  had  the 
and  die  utmost  exertions  of  friends  and  means  in  her  power ;  her  feelings  are  so 
supporters.  The  recent  investment  with  the  horrible  that  she  says  she  cannot  live ;  she 
Commissioners  was  owing,  he  said,  to  the  seems  to  be  persuaded  that  she  is  des- 
suggestions  of  three  members,  viz.  Dr.  Mann  tined  to  eternal  misery,  do  what  she  may ; 
Burrows,  Mr.  Dover,  and  Mr.  Madure.  she  says  it  is  only  running  against  providence 
The  usual  toasts  were  given  in  succession,  to  think  differently  :  as  a  proof  of  her  lost 
and  duly  responded  to ;  and  we  are  happy  condition,  she  declares  that  she  now  hates 
to  add  that  308/.  lbs,  were  collected  on  the  her  elder  child,  whereas  she  used  to  love  him 
occasion.  very  much. 

This  state  of  mind  came  on  quite  suddenly, 

FELLOWES'  CLINICAL  PRIZE  without  any  other  apparent  cause  than  thai 

REPORTS  already  mentioned ;   she  was  on  good  terms 

with  her  husband ,  never  had  any  fits,  &c. :  she 

By  Alfred  J.  Tapson.  thinks  her  recent  confinement  had  verv  little 

University  College  Hospital,  1843.  effect  on  her  mind  in  any  way,  uid  thus 

[Continued  ftom  p.  217.]  disappointed  her,  as  she  had  hoped  to  have 

got  well  then. 

Ca9«  XL^Melaneholia  coming  on  during  ^^^f  "^"STl!!!?^?  *^1  "!!**  "^^"^a 

...     . ^.    ^x            J  nent  symptom  had  been  sleeplessness,  and 

rangement  qf  the  general  health  I  eon-  .(^„^^^,g~,„  HPM»ehepM>me  "deeninB 
ndercMg  relieved  tg  aperiente,  morpkia.  J^dL'/^'aid  ^e^rsin«  "X  h^^TtS 
^■^  '*^'***  obliged  to  take  opium,  in  order  to  obtain  any 
Anne  Hunter,  set.  31,  admitted  July  6,  sleep,  though  before  the  present  attack  she 
1842,  under  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson.  A  woman  used  to  sleep  very  well.  She  has  been  in 
of  rather  slender  conformation ;  melancholic  the  habit  of  taking  enough  hard  opium  to 
temperament ;  dark  complexion ;  naturally  make  a  good-sized  pill  every  night,  and 
rather  florid,  but  now  sallow;  black  hair,  sometimes  another  during  the  day,  but  never 
&c.  Is  married,  and  had  four  children,  two  more. .  The  effect  of  each  dose  she  has  always 
of  which  only  are  living,  and  the  younger  found  to  be  to  cause  her  skin  to  tingle  and 
is  only  five  weeks  old.  Her  fiither  died  some  perspire,  and  to  render  her  more  composed 
years  since  :  about  two  years  before  his  and  tranquU ;  her  mouth  and  throat  are  dry 
death  he  was  deranged  for  four  months,  in  the  morning,  and  indigestion  and  con- 
owing  to  disappointment  in  business  and  stipation  have  been  produced,  rendering 
loss  of  property ;  he  however  recovered  aperients  necessary.  Her  appetite  does  not 
from  this  perfectly,  and  died  sane,  but  was  appear  to  have  been  impaired,  but  it  was 
hemiplegic.  No  other  member  of  her  father's  never  very  good.  Also,  since  she  has  taken 
family  was  ever  deranged.  Her  mother  is  the  opium,  her  complexion  and  skin  in 
living,  and  well ;  she  has  two  cousins  on  her  general  has  become  very  yellow,  and  this 
mother's  ride  now  in  lunatic  asylums.  was  never  the  case  before,  except  when  she 
She  has  been  a  map-colourer  ever  since  had  a  bilious  attack,  to  which  she  was  rather 
she  was  quite  a  child,  and  has  had  conse-  subject,  and  this  temporary  derangement  of 
quently  much  confinement,  and  sometimes  the  secreting  function  of  the  liver  was  always 
works  as  many  as  eighteen  hours  in  the  increased  by  the  opium.  She  has  also  got 
twenty-four.  Her  health  has  always  been  thinner  and  weaker.  Latterly  the  opium 
good,  and  habits  regular.  She  used  to  be  seems  to  have  lost  its  specific  quieting  effect, 
very  nervous  about  ten  years  ago,  but  this  and  her  only  hope  of  obtaining  rest  being 
she  got  the  better  of,  thus  annihilated,  she  was  reduced  to  despair. 
The  present  attack ,  she  states,  came  on  July  dth. — The  vutfaoe  qI  \.\iq  \kAi  %«>ft* 
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nOy  is  warn  and  oomfiirtable,  ezoqpt  the  23d. — Does  not  Mem  to  have  made  much 

fcatf  which,  ahe  aaja,  are  alwaya  cold,  eren  progreai  during  the  laat  few  dayg,  but  on  the 

aftsr  taUiig  the  ophim ;  the  complexion  haa  whole  she  is  very  much  better  than  die  waa. 

•  VHT  dii^  aaOow  tinge ;  the  eyea  are  sur-  26th — She  was  allowed  to  leave  the  hoa- 

lavndad  by  a  very  dark  circle ;  the  expres-  pital  yesterday  for  an  hour,  but  did  not 

don  of  the  coontenanoe  is  very  much  de-  return  till  this  afternoon,  and  says  she  feela 

pRHBd,  and  ahe  fireqoently  sighs  deeply ;  much  worse  for  not  having  slept  Lut  night. 

the  taagatd  la  coated  with  a  thick  white  fur ;  28th.  —  Improved    again   considerably ; 

ftm  ippetitB  moderate ;  thirst  normal ;  pulse  slept  well ;  spirits  improved ;  appetite  much 

74t  ngolarymodentely  full  and  soft.  During  better  than  it  has  been  for  a  long  time. 

the  MD  ni^ita  she  haa  been  in  the  hospital  Coiit.  Pilul.     Omitt.  Haust. 

Ae  haa  d^  much  better,  though  she  haa  {t,QuinseDisulph.gr.j. ;  Infusi  Gentians, 

taknao  opfaun;  bowds  costive;  evacua-  fix, ;  Sp.  -fither.  Nitrid,  fjjss. ;  Addi 

tloM  not  particiilarly  pale;  urine  free.    The  Nitrid  diluti,  ttlvuj.    M.  f.  haustus  ter 

hearf  a  ■oanda  are  natural,  and  the  breath  die  sumendus. 
tffmM^i  Quite  healthy. 

Hd»t  H.,»t.  Purg.  Statim.  ,^?f^  l.t.-Dtacl«rg«l  rt  her  own  «. 

9th. — ^Hiebowehi  have  been  freely  opened.  «                   j    .,            j.      , ,  ^ 

B  ««      V     A_^4s         I'      w      «    ,  Remarks. — In  the  preceding  history  we 

>  Monjhise  Acrtatis,  gr.  ij. ;  Mic«  Panis,  have  a  description  of  the  state  of  mind  in  a 

gr.  x^.     M.  f.  pil.  viij.     Sumatur  una  weU-marked  case  of  melancholia ;   or  if  it 

qnlnque  qufique  hori.  ^e„  desirable  to  give  it  another  name,  it 

^Tlnct.     Gout,     l^omp      f3j. ;     Infiisi  niight  almost  be  termed  "  auiddal   mono- 

Gcitian«,f3x3.     M.  f.  haustus.    Inter  mania,"  her  leading  desire  bdng  to  die,  either 

aing.  dos.  pUul.  sumendus.  ^y  her  own  hand,  or  by  some  other  means. 

nth.— -Slept  very  well  last  night,  except  ^^  reasoning  faculties  of  her  mind  did 

bcfaig  much  alarmed  by  a  dream  ;  did  not  ^^^  appear  to  be  much,  if  at  all,  per>'erted, 

ied  ao  oppreaaed  when  she  awoke  this  mom-  except  when  she  thought  of  her  detstination, 

ing  aa  ane  commonly  does,  and  now  feels  ^  "^^  believed,   to  eternal  misery.      She 

■nch  leas  irritable,  and  is  in  better  spirits,  iseemcd  to  fancy  that  she  was  possessed  of 

nd  looka  considerably  more  cheerful ;  pulse  ^^^  ^^^^  spirit,  over  which  no  bdng,  either 

84,  tolenbly  full  and  firm  ;  pupils  natural,  human  or  divine,  could  exercise  any  autho- 

12thd— Talka  with  more  freedom  about  "^y-     Even  on  this  point,  however,  she  was 

bctaelf,  and  now,  though  still  very  indiflferent  »We  in  a  limited  degree  to  reason  correctiy  ; 

abovt  IMng,  yet  she  seems  to  have  no  desire  ^^^  '^^^^  stating  that  her  only  wish  was  to 

to  daatroy  bersdf.     Dr.  Thomson  rccom-  <^i«»  »"<^  *^*t  had  she  the  means  of  death  fai 

maided  her  aome  active  employment.  ^^r  power  she  would  use  them  instantly, 

14tii. — Improving  steadily;  sleeps  soundly  8^»e  added,   **  It's  a  dreadful  thing  to  hurry 

■a  throogh  the  night,  without  dreaming,  i"^o  etcnial  misery,  which  I  know  I  must 

abo  aleepa  in  the  day-time  after  Uking  the  ^^  i^  ^  destroy  myself.'* 

infliyi»i« ;  expression  of  countenance  much  Tlius  it  was  evident  that  her  mind  waa 

more  animated  ;  eyes  brighter ;  pupils  natu-  n™^ch  perverted  on  this  subject.    No  motive 

nd ;  no  headache ;  says  she  will  live  now  if  ^rgcd  seemed  to  have  suffident  influence  to 

ahe  can ;   appetite  increased,  though  it  has  ""o^^e  l»er  to  voluntary  and  cheerful  exertion  : 

never  been  very  bad ;    bowels  keep  regular  ^^  S^^^^  ^^s  the  mental  dejection,  that  all 

wi^iont  the  aid  of  medicine.  l^opc  seemed  to  be  extinguished,  and  a  setUed 

16th.— Has  unpleasant  feelings  at  times,  despondency  held  undisputed  possession  of 

hot  not  very  frequently  ;    the  tongue  has  a  ^«'"  ™»nd ;  so  that  whilst  to  outward  appear- 

milky  villous  appearance  on  the  surface,  but  *"ce  the  mind  seemed  to  be  in  a  state  of 

there  la  a  purplish  tinge  beneath  thb,  and  tranquillity,    "  it  was,"   as   Dr.    Prichard 

aome  of  the  papillae  are  enlarged.  remarks,  "  a  deceitful  calm,  concealing  pro- 

A^H.».t  Quin.pi.ulpb.gr.j.-.etAciai  ^"^t'JiT'tre'oTJr^dUy  .ymptcn  .oco-n. 

bolplk.  un.  n^vuj.  panying  this  state  of  mind  was  sleeiilessness ; 

SOlh. — Continues  to  improve;  complexion  and  this  may  reasonably  be  attributed  to  the 

beomning  dearer,  and  is  less  dark  round  the  state  of  the  mind :  indeed,  all  her  organs 

cyea ;  the  feet  are  never  cold  now  as  they  seemed  to  be  perfectly  healthy.    This  free- 

naed  to  be,  indeed  they  generally  fed  quite  dom  from  bodily  disease  forms  one  of  the 

warm ;  she  feels  that  she  is  gaining  strength,  means  of  diagnosis  from  hypochondriasis,  in 

and  la  active  and  cheerful ;    the  head  feels  which  disease  there  are  almost  always  dys- 

dear,  and  she  can  command  her  thoughts  peptic    symptoms,    on    which  the  patient 

aaffidently  to  read  a  little  at  a  time.    The  continually  dwells,  and  which  he  delights  to 

morphia  produces  just  the  same  effects  as  it  magnify.     It  was  also  distinguished  from 

did  at  first,  she  sleeps  as  long  after  each  dose,  this  by   the  suiddal  disposition  that  was 

sad  the  gkia  tingles  a  good  deal  after  it.  evinced ;  for  m  Yi^^^Vwoii<^ra»&%  'VkS2X^\iSo^- 
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standing  that  thej  fancy  they  shall  soon  die,  effects.  As  a  natural  consequence  of  this 
they  take  extremely  good  care  not  to  injure  habit,  her  digestion  became  deranged,  her 
■themselves.  Again,  in  this  latter  disease  bowels  were  coetiye  and  aperient  medicines 
there  is  a  disposition  to  dwell  with  tedious  necessary,  and  her  complexion  became 
minuteness  on  all  their  sufferings,  real  and  sallow.  The  last  is  a  well-known  conse- 
imaginary ;  whereas  here  there  was  a  marked  quence  of  a  habit  of  taking  opium ;  and 
disinclination  to  talk  at  all :  all  the  patient's  here  there  seemed  to  be  a  particular  reason 
desires  might  be  summed  up  in  that  one  why  it  should  do  so,  for  it  appears  that  she 
word — rest.  We  shall  say  nothing  more  had  been  subject  to  bilious  attacks,  at  which 
respecting  the  diagnosis,  as  it  was  so  well  times  her  skin  used  to  becomer  yellow,  and 
marked,  and  there  is  no  other  disease  be-  opium  would  be  sure  to  increase  it  by 
sides  hypochondriasis  with  which  there  is  diminisliing  the  secretion  of  bile, 
any  chance  of  confounding  mdandiolia ;  At  the  time  of  her  admissi(Hi,  the  prin- 
and  by  attending  to  the  preceding  points  dpal  indications  of  treatment  were — Ist,  to 
there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  that  respect,  quiet  the  nervous  system,  and  to  procure 
The  patient,  when  brought  into  the  hospital,  sleep ;  2d,  to  attend  to  the  secretions  gene- 
was  said  to  be  labouring  under  puerperal  rally,  especially  of  the  bowels  and  liver ;  and 
mania ;  but  besides  wanting  the  characters  3d,  to  give  tone  to  the  system  in  general,  so 
of  that,  it  had  existed  long  before  delivery,  that  it  might  not  be  necessary  to  continue 
and  that  process,  we  have  already  stated,  had  indefinitely  the  use  of  the  means  for  fulfill- 
no  marked  Influence  on  the  mind  either  one  ing  the  first  indication.  The  treatment 
way  or  the  other.  was  commenced  with  a  pui^tive  draught. 

Several  causes  probably  co-operated  in  to  open  the  bowels  freely;  and  this  was 
producing  it.  As  predisposing  causes  we  ordered  to  be  repeated  afterwards  as  often  as 
may  mention,  Ist,  that  her  father  was  de-  it  might  be  necessary.  To  fulfil  the  first 
ranged,  though  not  till  many  years  after  the  indication  she  was  ordered  a  quarter  of  a 
patient's  birth ;  and  in  his  case  the  madness  grain  of  morphia  every  five  hours ;  and  to 
appears  to  have  been  produced  by  disap-  fulfil  the  third,  a  draught  containing  gen- 
pomtment  in  business ;  also  the  patient  had    tian,  &c. 

two  cousins  on  her  mother's  side  in  lunatic  The  effects  of  this  treatment  were  soon 
asylums  at  the  time  of  her  admission  :  apparent.  We  find  that  in  two  days  she 
therefore  we  may  fkirly  assume  that  there  slept  well,  but  was  alarmed  by  dreams,  and 
was  an  hereditary  predisposition  to  some  very  soon  slept  soundly  without  dreaming ; 
form  of  mental  derangement.  2d.  Her  and  her  desire  for  dying  left  her,  and  that 
temperament  was  decidedly  melancholic;  and  natural  desire  for  the  prolongation  of  life 
this  is  stated  by  Dr.  Prichard  to  be  a  very  returned.  Her  appetite  increased,  and  with 
powerful  predisposing  cause  to  melancholic  it  her  strength  and  spirits;  and  her  com - 
madness.  3d.  Her  employment  was  seden-  plexion  became  clearer.  Her  improvement 
tary  in  the  extreme,  and  had  often  been  very  was  gradual  and  steady,  except  at  the  time 
severe :  this  would,  of  course,  tend  to  when  she  remained  out  of  the  hospital  for  a 
weaken  the  body,  and  thus  to  unnerve  the  night :  she  soon  recovered  this,  and  was  not 
mind.     4th.  Her  age  was  that  at  which  this    long  after  discharged  at  her  own  request. 

species  of  mania  usually  shews  itself.  '    — - — 

The  only  exciting  cause  appears  to  have  MEDICAL  REFORM, 

been  of  a  moral  nature ;  at  least  she  attri-  

buted  the  attack  to  her  getting  into  a  very 

violent  passion  about  six  months  before  her        ^  '^  Editor  qfthe  Mescal  GdxeiU. 

admission  :   from  that  time  she  has  never  31  ^ 

felt  as  she  did  before.     At  the  same  time,    m„_      v •  ^    #       j»    1      a.       v    • 

she  taaedj  *eem.  to  hdiere  that  this  could    SlVf  ^*?,°f  ""t^f^  '!?™  ^T^  ll' 

h.Te  been  a  efficient  caoM,  for  she  laid  that    ?^7^  ,^^1"*^  '?J?  ^ ,«~'  ^I^^ 

had  die  done  anything  Tery  bad  ihe  shonld    l^^  ^J^^^^  ''?*'"*'  }*  ,'^*L^ 

not  have  thought  so  muAibout  it ;  bat  she    J""*".*'?™^  *»  parhament.  Ireqne*  . 

knows  no  ot^  caoae.    The  attadl  was  not    T^l^.^^''"ii'jr^.l?!'J!.^'^!T^ 

pn=c«Wbypaln«.y^.nor«Uof  «jy    rV„^?hr^ta'Sr,,rt'i 

rrfanTtS?^  wiaend«ToSrtobea.brief.spSSle. 

In  nitidng  tllrto;atm«nt,  we  shaU  fifst  „,r'^'^'f  °'!k^'^'  ^^  *^i'^'°n 

oonrider  that  wUch  h«l  been  naed  prefioos  "f  ^,^'^^J  *"'  ^".'fiw  1°°'  '  '^ 

to  her  admission  into  the  hoqrital.    It  ia  u»?S!!^Jl,    k*»TJS'^'^'*?"°?T!? 

stated  that  she  had  been  In  the  habit  of  t    ,.^f'  »>»»«*  the  same  time  IshaU 

*.ir:_.  .-  .^<_w>  -in  «.«-    ..J  ^_.»h.>.  conclude  that  even  if  the  general  practitioner 

taking  an  opium  pin  once,  and  aometimea  ,,  ^,  ^g  ,„  f^^    ,  bachSor  of  medicine*. 

tmoe  M  day,  abnoit  ever  since  the  com-  J..      ";..        ."wu  "^tt.  .™j^^5^» 

"•^ceaumto/tbe  BtUek ;  it  used  to  oompoie  ^  po«t»on  with  the  pubUc,  jmd  the  pubbc 

Aer  wind,    bat   was   beginning  to  lose  its        «  Vide  Sir  ]«mesC\axkQii^«^c«\TUtwcia. 
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tat  tbe  genenl  pnetMoner  will  re-        I  luTe  condaded,  I  think  JosUy,  that  tiie 

BMMh  in  the  nme  itate  m  at  premit  {  demand  for  the  practitioner  practising  phar- 

!■•  than  will  nlwaya  be,  lit  tbeoonfult-  macy,  or  rather  aending  hia  own  medidnea, 

iag  pitUaomr  or  phyaidan ;  2d,  the  general  wiU  continue  of  neoeasity,  allowing  that  all 

MMjIifio—r,  or  the  pnctitioiier  who  aenda  scientific  knowledge  is  now  obtained  at  the 

Ui  oini  ■edidiiB  and  girea  a  lengfatened  hospiUl  and  medical  schools.     I  maintain 

cwdfc,  nd  then  will  be  also  the  preacribing  that  there  ia  much  essential  though  not 

iliWBJgr,  who  nUa  at  a  ofaeaper  rate  behind  sdentific  knowledge  which  cannot  be  taught 

Ika  eooBter.    Hie  pobHe  moat  haTe  the  there,  nor  in  anj  other  place  than  in  the 

hull  J  ■flisidint  j  that  attendant  must  supply  aurgery  of  the  general  practitioner;    the 

al  asedlehwiand  gire  a  lengthened  credit  i  species   of  knowledge  to  which   I  allude 

in  other  worda  he  must  be  in  one   re*  is  not  easily  described,  but  consists  in  an  in- 

ia    eiaotly    the    same  podtion    aa  finity  of  small  matters  relating  to  the  proper 

adamnn.    TUa  haa   beat  the  caae  management  of  the  surgery,  the  method  of 

Sbbo  fmmeinorial,  and  aa  long  as  the  book-keeping  generdly  adopted,  the  proper 

pohBo  demand  eiiats  there  will  dwaya  exist  economy  of  timoi  including  all  the  more 

'  mimbar  of  medicd  men  to  supply  oommerdd  part,  down  to  the  proper  rcoeiv- 

nd.      It  ia  on  the  preliminary  ing  and  attending  messages  at  the  door.  But 

of  die  medicd  practitioner,  be  he  this  is  not  dl ;  a  student  can  obtdn  but  a 

criled  what  he  may    in  the  forthcoming  yerylimited  knowledge  of  the  materia  medica, 

BBiHMv  that  I  wiah  to  make  a  remark,  the  cost  of  drugs,  the  best  mode  of  buying 

nieediMBtkm  haa  heretofore  commenced  by  them,  preserving  them,  and  thdr  state  of 

a  term  of  apprenticeship,  and  I  think  I  am  purity,  by  merely  attending  lectures  on  the 

JMttlied  in  declaring  that  there  exists  a  subject,  and  examining  the  specimens  in  ro- 

dasidBd  fseUng  throughout  the  profesdon  tation.     It  is  by  having  them  constantly 

^ni^■^  the  system ;  but  I  wish  to  invite  a  before  him,  wcigliingthem,  dividing  and  sub- 

cdmeondderation  of  this  old-established  in-  dividing  them,  that  a  more  thorough  and 

ilHrtion  before  it  is  too  late,  before  reform  intimate  knowledge  can  be  obtdned  of  them. 

than  have  swept  it  away  as  useless  and  un-  I  will  allow  that  physicians  obtdn  a  know- 

ameemtrfm    I  admit  that  its  utility  has  much  ledge  of  materia  medica  without  this  dis- 

dladadshad,  and  that  in  too  many  instances  pensing,  but  the  generd  practitioner  has 

it  hM  beoi  made  a  vehicle  for  oppresdon,  something  more  to  attend  to. 
and  lb  dtttiea  oonverted  into  drudgery.     It        He  has  to  purchase  them,  and  is  himself 

wee  fartitnted  when  the  medicine  of  the  dways  responsible  for  the  quality ;  he  ought 

apothaavywaa  an  art  and  mystery,  and  con-  therefore  to  know  more  than  merdy  thdr 

awled  in  poo  empiricism ;  it  took  its  origin  medicd  properties. 

before  lecUues  were  generdly  delivered  in  I  would  here  state,  however,  that  though  I 
Loodon ;  and  therefore  a  period  of  eight  think  that  the  totd  abolition  of  apprentice- 
jmn  in  the  apothecariea'  shop  was  wdl  ship  would  be  inexpedient,  I  would  dlow 
tpatt  and  waa  the  only  means  of  obtdning  that  the  period  of  it  might  be  shortened  to 
imidfeel  knowledge.  The  student's  channel  three  years ;  and  it  must  be  dlowedthat  the 
for  the  prosecution  of  medicine  in  the  above  duties,  to  be  obtdned  in  the  surgery 
eiwnlry  is  not  only  diverted,  but  his  duties  only,  and  which  require  but  very  little  mcntd 
hafOy  from  the  more  perfect  division  of  labour  exertion,  might  be  taught  in  much  less  time 
tiiraagliout  the  profesdon,  been  confined  to  than  three  years,  and  that  three  yean'  ex* 
one  monotonous  duty,  that  of  dispensing,  elusive  attention  to  them  would  be  great 
This  ofllce,  too,  in  many  instances  has  pre-  waste  of  time ;  yet  they  require  a  lengthened 
ciladed  tlie  possibility  of  reading,  which  is  practice  rather  than  any  close  application. 
now  enential,  and  these  idle  habits  have  But  there  is  another  reason  for  the  con- 
been  engendered  at  a  most  important  period  tinuanoe  of  medicd  apprenticeship,  and  that 
of  life.  Tluae  are  some  of  the  evils,  it  must  is,  the  youth,  at  the  age  at  which  he  entera 
be  dflowed,  which  have  too  often  acted  pre-  on  his  medicd  studies,  requires  to  be  pro- 
jnd&daUy,  not  only  to  the  student  him-  perly  overlooked,  whidi  he  could  ^  not  be  at 
eelfy  bat  have  done  much  to  disgrace  the  any  hoapitd  or  collegiate  establishment  in 
whole  system  of  apprenticeship.  The  evil  London,  or  in  the  provinces ;  for  even  in 
appeara  to  be,  that  while  every  other  part  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  where  the  whole 
the  profbssion  has  advanced,  this  useful  in-  town  is  under  the  authority  of  the  Univer- 
atitntion  haa  remained  all  but  stationary ;  or,  dties,  there  is  difficulty  in  exercidng  proper 
If  it  haa  dtered  at  all,  it  has  become  more  control  over  the  studoit.  How  could  this, 
moBOtonons  and  tedioua.  then,  be  done  in  the  heart  of  London,  or  in 

I  would  first  show  in  what  I  consider  its  any  other  large  dty  ? 

aBefulnepchieflytooonsist,andthereforethat        I  conodvci  therefore,  that  there    is    a 

It  ahoold  be  preserved,  in  at  least  a  modified  neccsdty  that  the  youth  entering  the  pro- 

torm,  iuan/hitunsmeoiMrcairtxtingmctlicol  fusdon  should  be  placud  under  the  eye  and 

edmatthn.  surveillance  o!  vi  m«^kai  v^aG,\:\\A»v«x  \  \w  M 


■    »im>:tlor  tlir  follow iiitf    "*•'•:    •■.n!y 
.ws  loi-  the  proper  instrm-tioncS  ...tMii- 
..  .  :uititt's;  ami  U  >i\  approntii-r'i .;.  luM 
Uivcil  ;ir  the  Mir.u-  t'.nse,  ihey  could  W 
.-.U'tl ;  rh'Hijjh  to  one  or  two  pupils  :!:■:%' 
..Ui   be  im]>otMble.     In    the   tir>t  place, 
....!>  every  drug,  and  tviiy  prej»aration  in 
i^  lion  Jon  Phannaci>pa-ia.  bliouKl  be  kept 
i    'lie   jiurjcery,   anil,    as  far    as    possible. 
nuMiUl  be  prescril>ed  occasit)nally.     A  proper 
■  ibor:iti»ry  for  the  prep.u-ation  of  the  chemi- 
,  .ilr«.  and  for  the  pursuit  of   praetieal   ehc- 
.1     'ui>try,  bhould  be  established,  and  it  should 
.  •>     be  furnished  with  all  necessary  pliilosophical 
.  ii.-.     apparatus    for    elementary    instruction    in 
.vl.il      chemistry   and   general    physics.     An    her- 
barium, illustrating  at  least  all  the  natural 
% .  ..•»     and  artificial  orders  of  plants  ;  the  skeleton, 
...  .iM     anil  a  good  c«)lhction  of  i-epanite  boxes  for 
•.      iiy      the  study  «)f  osteology  ;  a  library,  eonsistnig 

V-     of  anatt>niical  botanical  plates,  and  most   of 

s    u-      the  elementary  works  on  medicine.     1  con- 
.ini-     ^idlT  that  with  six  or  eight  pupils,  and  the 
op\      u>ual  rate  of  rcnnnuTation  given  to  clcrg)-- 
laich     men  who  take  pupils,  that  is,  at  least  ^100 
i...i»kd     to  X120  per  animm,  all  the  above  advau- 
.  .    ,\  ue-     tages  could  be  given — a  sum,  by  the  way, 
«.»  .;>HS     wiiich   is  frecjuently  denied  to  the  medical 
•*  lo.o   he     man,  but  which  is  freely  given  to  the  lawyer, 
s\.;'i  a     clertiyman,   architect,  engineer,   or  farmer. 
.iv.ih»ie     The  lU-preciaticn,  h«»wever,  is  as  much,  it  is 
.  I  •  I'ikUig     feared,  to  be  attributed    to   the   profession, 
,        i-.ul  1      Ijo'ause  thev  have  (H)nsented  to  take  less, 
.  V   the     than  to  the  public.     The  outlay  would  be  at 
..u    Mu-      iirfi   considerable,  but  it  would  never  have 
..    J»»    his      in  be  repeated,  and  tbe  jdeasure  and  grutifi- 
\fiild   I      cation    of    having    efficient    apparatus   and 
•  oi  every     ample  opportunities  for  scientific   pursuits, 
.   I.I  take     and  in«lucements  for  keejung  pace  with  every 
I  u-i;ular     discovery    and    improvement    of    the    day, 
*>\   which     vviiieh  is  often  next   to  impossible  with  the 
.     .    a  i;iven     routine  of  a  private  practitioner,  would  fully 
.    II   .III van-     cimipensate  many  for  the  first  expense. 

I  huigle         As  I  have  toofar  trc«ipassedonyour.*'pacc, 

\p|iren-      1  will  re^erve  what  I  IkuI  to  say  on  the  man- 

..  Ill  I  .ter'i;     ner  in  which   this  ]>lan  could  be  developed, 

.    .1    law     and  at  present  hub.scribe  myself 
'  \    ih  »l  is.                             Your  obedient  servant, 
....  should                                         W.  H.  O.  Sankey. 
I.I.I.  US  the          Marirate,  May  2i),  lSt,3. 
.    I  lie  u-ual  -    _  _ . 

'  •"•i"i*-       ANKURISM  CLUED  BY  PRESSURE. 

il    ••    IS  pio- 

•    i« « I  piion 

I.I  -u^  In  to  ^ '"''  *'/  Pojiilfcnl  Ainurism  cured  by  Com- 

prcxsiun  of  the  Femoral  Artery.    By  Ed- 

••.iiiiiiiiilV  WMU)    llrrroN,  M.D.  Surgeon   to   the 

.   i.i.  Iiiiii;",  Richmond  llo-pital. 

......    Ill    ni'l  Mi<nAi:i.    DiNcvN,  ict.  .lO,  a  labourer  of 

tii.l  II    Ihe  laiiierhe.dtiiy  appearance,  but  of  intemperate 

.    I  •!  iiiiiliiiil  li.ibit>.-,    was   admitted    into   the    Richmond 

I... I      itiiie  Hospital  on  the  .Hd  of  October,  1812.      He 

,.ii.l,  .1    pio  -itati  d,  tiial  ten  days  previously,  while  suffer- 

..  li   ..iliii    hi  m^;  Vvon\   eiamvvu   V\\c  v\\^\\\.  Vn^,  to   which 

.      .,1    I..   I  hi  lie  \i.u\  \ueu  M\>>^vo\.  <vn- V\\c  V.v>vNWxA\do\ 
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llgnait,  aad  the  prcsriixv  miinsuaed  for 
Bore  dwD  four  bcmn. 

14tli. — ^Tb«  tumor  fieels  raiher  monr  «olM : 
tbe  pnrriiif  thrill,  brforv  felt  on  the  nr- 
cnCruiee  of  the  blood  into  the  itae.  i»  no 
logger  Mnsible ;  the  pulntion  as  before. 

ISdi. — No  change  in  the  tumor. 

19th. — ^The  circumference  of  the  limb  at 
the  leat  oi  tbe  tumor  h  a  quartcT  of  an  ineh 
ioDv  tiuui  Mt  the  but  metumivnu'ut. 


i^^  ""i^—  :^"(.  Sf  •?»  ;ii»  d^^  riBs-*>»i»:^v. 
a:  L>  ."*ri  "^i.nrsa: 

•^i«iif<:.      Z\k  ?»m.v   •-»  >iS.-«i>.-   i'  /  «iiw  ^ 
x f  X  ^  a. k s  — N.  ncc    ;>.»    ,>jwc    ^w'v :•. w? 

«%NiV.  aj^'jVar  l>iai  thw  )hU«  iM  )i\v««ii«f^t  Kj|« 
Sfim  t«x>h*>;i^  aNoY«V«MHs\  ^^  iht'p\M^^^uM^. 

tvi;VC  *>*^  e\»vwn^  a*  U\  iv«\,K^  m  ^^\x^\^. 
in»«nvM<AMo   to   th,'    )«aui'w1        llx,-   Ux^i.t 

J>M*lMo  JM>**»W»V  >Rh^iU  lUA^    Iv     «Mt)<r)i»1   lO 

elo*e  tW  \x*»«vl  1iUt^^U  K»  ««»l,  m\A  ykWw 
\\\\^  OAnnol  W  %w\ii\\\i^\,  \\  \k\\\  y\ys\y  ,\\  ^.^ 
to  I'aitiMl)  ivm|Mv««  ibi«  hmo^.  •^^  a*  lo 
Iriwn  tbo  m))Mil!ii>  of  \\w  k'\w\\U\\j\\\  In 
oa«'»  i^Ucit*  \\w  an««tuUH^  nUu, 

(bU  t\Ta\i\\<«^\\  t(\\^V\\  ^  «\s^iA 


396  ANEURISM  CURED  BY  PRESSURE. 

We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  add  Mr.  twelve  hotirs ;  to-day  a  compress  was  laid 

Caaack's  case.  orer  the  tumor,  and  the  bandage  put  on  as 

before. 

Gate  of  Popliteal  Aneuritm  cured  bp  Pw-  Tinct.  Digitalis  gtts,  x.  ter  in  die. 

sure.    By  Mr.  Cusack.  22d.-No  change  in   the  tumor.     Mr. 

John  Ltnch,  set.  55,  a  tanner,  of  short  Hutton  came  to-day  and  applied  his  instru- 

stout  build,  adimtted  into  Stevens'  Hospital,  ment ;  the  pad  being  screwed  down  on  the 

No.  4  Ward,  January  17,  1843,  under  Mr.  femoral  artery  at  as  high  a  point  as  possible, 

Cusack.     Last  autumn  he  had  a  bad  fever,  and  with  a  force  sufficient  to  stop  com- 

from  which  he  recovered  slowly ;  about  five  pletely  the  pulsations  in  the  tumor  ;  a  com- 

weeks  since  he  began  to  experience  burning  press  was  tiien  laid  over  the  aneurism,  and 

pains  running  from  the  knee  down  to  the  secured  by  a  flannel  bandage,  beginning  at 

ankle,  particularly  along  the  outer  and  an-  the  toes  :  he  soon  began  to  feel  uneasy,  but 

terior  part  of  the  leg ;  these  continued  until  when  it  had  been  on  for  one  hour  and  a  half, 

seven  days  before  admission,  when,  as  he  his  face  became  pale,  his  pulse  weak  and 

was  walking  in  the  street,  he  suddenly  felt  a  slow,  and  he  complained  of  faintness,  with  a 

very  acute  pain  in  the  bam,  running  to  the  feeling  of  weight  in  the  situation  of  the  pad, 

anUe,  and  compelling  him  to  sit  down  ;  he  running  up  to  his  heart,  and  the  sensation 

put  his  hand  to  the  part,  and,  for  the  first  of  a  rush  of  blood  to  the  head,  accompanied 

time,  felt  a  lump  there  the  size  of  his  fist ;  by  profuse  perspiration  on  the  forehead  and 

he  got  home  with  some  difficulty,  but  the  vertex ;  the  instrument  was  now  loosened, 

pain  gradually  decreased,  and  next  day  he  and  be  soon  rallied  :  when  quite  recovered, 

went  about  his  business  as  usual ;  during  the  the  pad  was  again  screwed  down,  but  he 

following  days  the  lump  became  much  smaller,  could  not  bear  it  for  more  than  half  an  hour 

so  that,  on  admission,  it  was  not  more  than  at  a  time, 

half  its  original  Me.  Cont.  tinct.  Digitalis  gtts.  x.  t.  d. 

He  has  been  in  the  habit  of  carrymg  heavy        „..,       tj^  u.^ ♦!.«  •*-.*! 

borden.  op  a  ladder;   ha.  h«lio4h  «nd  ?**— "*iT^  *?"  ""»"'»«»*«!  '»»« 

pdpitation  of  the  heart  rincethe  fever;  oaed  ^'''''T'J^   .??"   oo«ensrt.««wing  .t 

Sfctl^'^^^'^r^BrrSr-^'^  lTpC.r.t"of''4e"rJ2rto'zffit!;: 

'^cir^tJtiWe^Ta'^m:rT7he  L'tEtuL*^«J^„'''y  T^'if'"  "^' 

lower  angle  of  the  left  ham  in  the  counw  of  ^. ""»  ^^.^^  «  ^'^"^'^^  "^  ""^ 

d>e  popUteal  arterj,  about  the  size  of  a  hen'.  ""."8  ™nn«g  "P  from  the  ntaation  of  the 

«mr -it  ia  elaatic  aid  nulMteg  svnchrononsW  P"''  "''^  *•"  pnlMtions  m  the  tumor  arc 

^ ,  It  u  elaatic,  and  pnuatra  syncnronousiy  (^      j    ^  j  he  often  give,  an  erroneous 

with,  but  more  powerfully  tiian,  the  heart  j  •  •         »    j     »i.     ■    r          >. 

the  puhMLtions  al-e  as  evident  lat^raUy  as  on  ?P"»\*''^ »  to-day  the  instrument  was  put  on 

the  superficial  surface ;  moderate  pressure  on  ^"^^y*  so  as  only  to  lessen  the  force  of  the 

the  femoral  artery  stops  tliem,  and  empties  P^***"ons. 

the  tumor,    so    that    it    can    scarcely    be  Cont.  tinct.  Digitalis  gtts.  x.  t.  d. 

felt;  the  skin  is  not  discoloured,  nor  is  the  27th. — He   has  been  very  patient  and 

tumor  tender  on  pressure,  except  at  a  point  quiet,  but  no  effect  has  been  produced  on 

on  each  side  the  sixe  of  tlie  top  of  the  finger ;  the  aneurism.     Mr.   Button's  instrument 

It  Is  smooth  and  even  on  the  surface,  and  a  was  left  off,  and  a  bandage  applied.    Tem- 

distinct  bruit  can  be  heard  when  the  ear  is  perature  of  both  legs  the  same  throughout, 

applied  to  it ;  ^le  anterior  and  posterior  tibial  Cont.  tinct.  Digitalis  gtts.  x.  t.  d. 

arteries  cannot  be  felt  in  either  feet ;  what  »*     u     l      «                i 

vessels  can  be  felt  appear  to  be  large,  and  to  ^»"^'*  4th.— Same  as  at  hist  report, 

have  thin  coats ;  no  morbid  sound  can  be  Tinct.  Digitalis  gtts.  xv.  ter  die. 

detected  in  the  heart,  but  its  impulse  is  weak,  16th.  — Sir  P.  Crampton's  faistrument, 

and  the  pulsations  very  intermittent  and  modified  by  Mr.  Daly,  was  put  on,  so  as 

irregular ;  the  pulse  at  present  is  70,  small  merely  to  lessen  the  impulse  in  the  aneurism  ; 

and  irreguhir,  but  it  varies  from  60  to  90,  no   compress  or  bandage  was  put  on  the 

without  any  apparent  cause ;  the  left  lung  is  tumor.      Pulse  63,  very  intermittent:    it 

emphysematous  ;  the  superficial  veins  of  his  gooa  rose  to  90 

^^J^™""*.'"^'  **'y'L?i.1rh''  Cont.  tinct.  DigitaU.,  gtts.  xv.  ter  die. 

red  appearance ;  temperature  of  both  hmbs  ^        *  ^ 

the  same.  18th. — He  bears  this  instrument  much 

22d. — A  roller  was  applied  lightly  from  better  than  the  other ;  has  none  of  that  un- 

the  toes  up  to  the  groin.  pleasant  rush  to  the  head  ;  complains  chiefly 

Habeat  tinct.  Digitalis  gtts.  v.  ter  in  die.  o^  soreness  produced  by  the  pressure  of  the 

Feb.  4th.-Noappa.ntdiffe„nce;  if.the  ^^ .^  \^^,X  fiSof  "^ 

bandage  13  not  very  carefuUy  Applied,  it  gives  ** 

tim  severe  pain  in  the  instep  after  ten  or  OmWVe  tmcl.  D\^t«iv&. 
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28d.— Hw  tmnor  to  decidedly  harder  and  tions  of  thia  kind,  veterinary  aurgeona  do  not 

naaller,  tiw  im|mlae  being  greatly  leaaened ;  make  nae  of  the  mcana  so  peculiar  acoeasible 

at  timea  than  to  only  a  thrill  in  the  aneu-  to  them,  vis.  inverting  the  btodder  through 

riam ;  aometimea  thm  to  no  motion  what-  the  rectum.     Mr.  Percivall  has  very  kindly 

ever  in  the.  tamor,  even  when  the  preuure  noticed  my  mode  of  opt^ration  in  the  third 

to  renovcd,  bat  it  returns  on  the  slightest  volume  of  hto  Lectures  and  the  second  of 

■oremant  of  the  body ;  he  observes  that  the  his  Pathology. 

two  apoCa  before  mentioned  have  lost  all        I  first  extracted  a  stone  from  the  bladder 

tcnderMsa    on    pressure.      Complaint    of  in  thto  wav  in  the  year  1820,  and  the  case 

eongh.    Putoe  67»  very  irregular.  was  published  by  Mr.  White  in  1824.    No 

Bitot,  expect,  c.  tinct.  opii  camph.  operation  could  be  more  simple  or  less  ex- 

tSd,-Pntoation  has  totally  ceased;  the  P*^  ^^iT^!!!;^  consequences.     There 

^^'^^^JT^tTJ^Z]  f^.  .U  that  is  r^uired  to  a  s^^^^ 

which  it  caTbe  easUy  rolled  with  th^  probe-pomted  bistoury,  for  the  artenes  are 

-,  itthendivideaintohrobranches:the  easily  avoided  withoutany  gj^^^^ 

iar  veaada  do  not  appear  to  be  en-  ,  J"  proof  of  my  assertion  I  may  state  that 

^-^  » *^  I  have  more  than  once  mtroduced  a  stone 

■^tha  19th  he  had  some  oedema  of  the  ^"*^  ^^  ^^"^'^  "»^  extracted  it  in  the 

lav.  fer  which  a  bandage  was  put  on  the  ^^V^I'*^  t  •  *.    j      j    v 

SSbsfbrthetosttwonightsheha^hadamost        ^^.'^^  *^?  ^ears  ago  I  mtroduced,  by 

fatotorable  itching  hi  the  thigh,  but  there  to  ^^T  of  expenment,  imegg  into  the  bladdtT 

ao  f«dnaaa  or  mi^  of  any  kind.  ^^  *  f  "^'  i^d  extracted  it  again,  whilst  die 

25th.-Imrtniment  wa^  removed  to-day.  T"  ^?  *  "^^""f^  P^'''°"t\w  ^\?*".  T 

be  femoral  arterv  can  be  distinctly  traced  ^?°?,"*  ?  P"^**«  ".?"'»^''»  ^  ^^^^^  'K^^' 


artery  can  be  dwtinctly  traced  T"^,    T  *^V:        '"»"""»  *      t  **;i:    > 

M  fer  aa  the  opening  in  the  tendom?  of  the  I'f'^f  ^,  ^»^«  witn«»«L       I,   therefore, 

tiioepa  and  vastuTint.  introduced  the  egg  into  th«  bladder  again, 

HMxiw  Miu  V  wvuB  "*»"  und  left  it  there  until  the  following  morning, 

Mist,  expect,  c.  Aq.  lauro  cerasi.  ^^en  I  found  that  the  bladder  was  full  to 

April  Ist. — ^The  tumor  to  decreasing  ;  the  bursting,  as  the  mare  was  afraid  to  stale. 
enlarged  artery  above  mentioned  to  much        At  my  request,  three  medical  gentlemen 

■nailer  than  at  last  report ;  the  relative  tem-  of  thto  bland  kindly  accompanied  me  the 

pentiire  of  the  limbs,   as  ascertained  by  next  morning  to  witoess  the  o[>eration ;  but 

tharmometer,  has  not  varied.  being  puzzled  by  the  fulness  of  the  bladder, 

7th^— Tumor  continues  to  decrease  ;  the  and  having  no  catheter  at  hand,  I  introduced, 

entire  artery  can  be  traced  until  it  enters  as  a  substitute,  the  nose  of  a  bellows,  which 

the  anearism,  but  in  the  lower  third  of  the  answered  the  purpose  pretty  well,  although 

thigh  and  in  the  ham  the  puloalion  is  so  the  torge  quantity  of  water  in  the  bladder 

weak  that  it  can  only  be  felt  on  a  careful  retarded  the  operation.     Notwithstanding 

examination.  this,  however,  the  operation  was  ])erformed 

Cont.  Mtot.  expect.  within  a  minute,  and  without  breaking  the 

April  14th.— Tumor  can  now  be  grasped  egg,  although  the  shell  had  been  considerably 

with  facility ;  the  enlarged  artery  has  become  softened  by  the  action  of  the  acid  of  the 

very  small,  while  the  popliteal  of  the  affected  ^t^ne.      In  order  to  put  the  whole  matter 

limb  now  pulsates  as  strongly  as  that  of  the  beyond  a  doubt  to  the  sjMJctators,  I  again 

aoimd  one ;  a  number  of  hard  cords  can  be  introduced  the  egg.     The  mare  was  then 

felt  paasing  over  the  tumor.    The  palpita-  killed,  the  bladder  taken  out,  and  shewn  to 

tiona  of  the  heart  still  continue.     Pulse  68,  them  with  the  egg  in  it. 
intermittent.— DmA.  Joum,  qfMett.  Science.        There  is  some  degree  of  tact  required  in 

the  operation,  the  want  of  which  has  probably, 

ON  THE  on  many  occasions,  prevented  its  adoption. 

REMOVAL  OF  CALCULI  FROM  THE  W^,^»  ^^,t  "™-  "i^r"*  ^''^I^nTff  tlr^'^. 

uT  A  rkrM7ii  nw  tu-d  urM>cE>  rectum,  the  animal  forces  against  it,  m  order 

BLADDER  OF  THE  HORSE.  jq  g^pel  it ;  the  arm  must  remain  quiet,  until 

By  Mb.  MoGPonn,  V.  S.  these  struggles  have  ceased,  when  the  opera- 

—  tor  may  proceed  without  difficulty.     If  the 

Mt  attention  has  been  arrested  by  an  article  finger  should  not  be  sufficiently  long  to  reach 

in  your  number  for  January  on  lithotomy ;  the  neck  of  the  bladder  from  the  opening, 

a  few  observations  on  which,  as  they  are  the  the  totter  may  be  pushed  towards  the  finger 

result  of  my  own  experience,  will  not,  I  am  from  the  rectum. — Veterinarian, 

anre,   give  offence  to  that  justly  respected 

operator,  Mr.  Field.     I  cannot  forbear  from  

again  expressing  my  surprise  that,  in  opera- 
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HEMIPLEGIA  FROM  TYING  THE 
COMMON  CAROTID  ARTERY. 

M.  SxDtLLOT  applied  a  ligature  to  the  com- 
mon carotid  to  arrest  hsmorrhage,  in  a  man 
who  was  wounded  behind  the  right  branch 
of  the  lower  jaw.  Complete  hemiplegia  of 
the  left  side  of  the  body,  and  of  the  right 
side  of  the  face,  followed,  and  the  patient 
lost  his  intelligence  so  far  that  he  could 
scarcely  comprehend  questions  put  to  him. 
He  died  nine  days  after  the  appplication  of 
the  ligature,  and  the  post-mortem  examina- 
tion showed  that  the  hemiplegic  symptoms 
*'  had  resulted  from  the  right  side  of  the  brain 
haying  been  deprived  of  its  due  proportion 
of  arterial  blood. — Gazette  MMcale;  and 
American  Journal  qf  the  Medical  Sciences, 

BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Medico- Legal  Reflections  on  the  Trial  of 
Daniel  M'Naughten  for  the  Murder  of  Mr. 
Dmmmond ;  with  Remarks  on  the  different 
foroSs  of  Insanity,  and  the  irresponsibility  of 
of  the  Insane.  By  James  Gkorge  Davey, 
M.D.  &c.  &c.  &c.    With  an  Appendix. 

Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  pecu- 
liar to  Women,  illustrated  by  Cases  derived 
from  Hospital  and  Private  Practice.  By 
Samuel  AshweU,  M.D.  &c.  &c.  Part  2 — 
Organic  Diseases. 

The  Transactions  of  the  Provincial  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Association,  Vol.  XI. 

Mental  Hygiene,  or  an  Examination  of  the 
Intellect  and  Passions,  designed  to  illustrate 
their  Influence  on  Health  and  the  Duration 
of  Life.  By  William  Sweetser,  M.D.,  late 
Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Physic,  and  Fellow  of  the  American  Academy 
of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

Clinical  Remarks  on  Certsdn  Diseases  of 
the  Eye,  and  on  Miscellaneous  Subjects, 
Medical  and  Surgical,  including  Grout,  Rheu- 
matism, Fistula,  Cancer,  Hernia,  Indigestion, 
&c.  &c.     By  John  Charles  Hall,  M.D.  &c. 

Essays  on  Partial  Derangement  of  the 
Mind  in  supposed  connexion  with  Religion. 
By  the  late  John  Cheyne,  M.D.  F.R.S.E. 
M.R.I.A.  Physician  General  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Forces  in  Ireland,  5cc.  &c. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  OSNTUEMBN  ADMITTKD  MEMBERS. 
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E.  B.  Clayton.— J.  A.  W.  Thomson.— W. 
Oomperta.— T.  B.  Stone.— C.  H.  F.-Kouth.— 
J.  T.  Pearce.— J.  Cross.— J.  W.  Wainwrigtat.— 
R.  Field.— M.  F.  Bttsh.>T.  Berryman.-F.  H. 
Hewitt.— J.  C.  Foulkes. 

Monday,  June  5,  1843. 

O.  Lister.— J.  H.  Blount.— J.  Dnigan.— A.  B. 
Sempie.  — T.  Dawson.— W.  Smith.— W.  W.  Clarke. 
— wrc  Nortbey. 
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LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WBO  HAVE  BBCEtYED 
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Thursday,  May  25,  1843. 

Josiah  Blomfleld,  London.  —  William  John 
Pieaton,  Great  Yarmouth.  —  Sidney  Radge 
Robinson.— John  Moore  Woollett,  Monmouth.— 
John  James  Bunch.  Wolverhampton.— Thomas 
Midlabar  Clewley,  Ashby-de-la-Zouch.— George 
Frederick  Giles.— John  Howells  Thomhill,  Dar- 
laston.— John  Gray  Henry,  London. 

Thursday,  June  1,  1843. 

C.  Withington,  Pendleton.— S.  T.  Frost,  Bra- 
distooe,  Norwich. — A.  Markwick.— C.  Meeres, 
Herts.— A.  C.  Ayres,  Ramsgate.- £.  H.  Ambler, 
Churchstoke,  Montgomenrshire.— T.  M.  Gunn, 
Chard,  Somersetshire.— R.  Cammack,  Berrini?- 
ton,  Boston.— R.  B.  Penny.— C.  W.  Blashfield, 
Aber^ravenny.- J.  H.  Coveny,  Stilton.— P.  Chaw- 
ner,  fiurton-on-Trent. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  May  27,  1843. 

Small  Pox 10 

Measles ...- 34 

Scarlatina  27 

Hooping  Cough 85 

Croup  & 

Thrush     9 

Diarrhrea    3 

Dysentery  1 

Cholera    9 

Influenza 0 

Ague. 0 

Typhus    59 

Erysipelas 4 

Syphilis  1 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  129 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    9S4( 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-Tcssels  ....  93 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    88 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  fic 7 

Childbed 9 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 3 

-Rheumatism 0 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 8 

Carbuncle 0 

Ulcer   0 

FistuU   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 88 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 85 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lutempe- 

ranee ". ..  17 

Causes  not  specifled  8 

Deaths  Arom  all  Causes 859 


NOTICE. 

We  regret  that  we  cannot  give  insertion 
to  the  paper  of  Mr.  T. 

WiLsoif  8c  OoiLVY,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  JUNE  16,  1843. 


Lectures  the  left  superior  extremity  had  presented 

Qji  ,,||g  at  tlie  beginning  of  the  labour;  the  situa- 

«tc««i^n<«r    B,  ^T»v   ««T«  *  ^r.,*^«i    -rx«  ^^  ^^  thc  child  wss  the  same,  and  it  was 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OP  alive  in  all  the  thre«  labours  at  the  com- 

MIDWIFERY,  mencement ;  yet  she  had  been  exposed  to n6 

JMwetedin  ike  Tkeairt  ofS4.  George's  ""^"^^  or  accident  of  any  kind  during  preg- 

HotvUmi  nancy.     Another  patient  had  eight  preter- 

^      '  natural  labours  in  succession.  The  arm  pfe- 

By  RoBXBT  LsB,  M.D.  F.R.S.  sentcd  in  the  first  four  or  Btc,  and  the  natc« 

and  inferior  extremities  in  all  the  others.    A 

•"— "  woman  was  delivered  twice  at  the  British 

Lbctubb  XXX.  Lying-in  Hospital  in  three  years,   and  in 

#w  4^  ,*m»Mmmm  •^.m^in^m  ^mA  4^^4.,»^*  «#•  ^^  labours  the  right  shouldcT   and   arm 

Oi  ««  (««Mjj2^/^j^«^  fr^/««,/ (if  presented.    In  a  woman  with  distorted  pelvis 

preternaiurallaboure.  ^^    ^^^^^  extremities  presented  in  the 

Ik  preteniataral  labours,  which  form  the  first  and  third  labours,  and  an  arm  in  the 

third  diss  of  Smellie  and  Denman,  thc  head  fourth.     Another,  who  has  been  delivered 

of  the  diild  does  not  present  as  in  natural  five  times,  had  presentations  of  the  nates  and 

labours,  but  the  nates  and  inferior  extrerai-  inferior  extremities  in  four  labours,  the  first 

tlei,  or  one  of  the  shoulders  and  arms.  Cases  only  being  natural.     It  is  highly  probable 

of  prolapsus  of  the  umbilical  cord,  and  twins,  that  some  cases  of  preternatural  presentation 

may  be  indnded  in  the  same  class.     It  is  may  arise  from  twisting  of  thc  umbilical  cord 

yntf  difficolt,  or  impossible,  to  explain  why  around  the  neck,  trunk,  or  extremities  of 

the  bead  of  the  child  does  not  invariably  the  foetus.     Of  the  sixty  cases  of  arm  pre- 

preient  in  labour,  or  assign  a  cause  for  the  sentation  related  in  these  Clinical  Reports, 

■ame  women  having  preternatural  presenta-  there  was  prolapsus  of  the  funis  in  fifteen. 

tloiia  in  several  successive  labours,  the  head  The  death  of  the  foetus  in  utero  is,  I  believe, 

of  the  diild  being  rarely  if  ever  in  them  the  a  more    common    cause   of   preternatural 

prewnting  part.    Violence  inflicted  on  the  labours  than  twisting  of  the  cord  around 

mother  during  pregnancy  will  not  explain  the  child.     Of  thirty  cases  of  arm  presenta- 

their  oomrrence  once  or  oftener  in  the  same  tion  related  by  Dr.  Denman,  in  which  spon- 

faidividuala,  for  they  take  place  where  there  taneous  evolirtion  took  place,  or  the  children 

hat  been  no  shock  sustained  during  gestation,  were  expelled  double,  only  one  was  bom 

and  they  are  seldom  met  with  after  the  most  alive,  and  the  greater  number  were  prema« 

■evere  accidents  experienced  during  preg-  ture,  and  probably  dead  before  the  labour 

nancy.    That  they  are  not  the  result  of  acci-  commenced.     *'  One  hundred  and  twenty- 

dwt  18  proved  by  the  fact  that  in  some  women  seven  cases  of  presentation  of  the  feet  oc« 

the  same  shoulder  and  superior  extremity  curredintheDublin  Lying-in  Hospital  during 

haa  presented  in  different  labours,  and  the  the  mastership  of  Dr.  Collins,  not  including 

cfafliven  have  certainly  been  placed  trans-  those  met  with  in  twins.     Sixty-two  of  the 

Tersely  in  the  uterus  before  the  commence-  127  children  were  stiU-bom ;  forty  of  which 

menft  of  labour.  were  putrid.  Thirty-six  of  the  127  were  pre- 

Qn  July  31st,  1836,  I  attended  a  lady  mature,  viz.  four  at  the  fifth  month;  seven 

fan  labour,  in  whom  the  left  superior  ex-  at  the  eighth  month;  twenty-eight  of  the 

trenity  of  the  child  present^,  and  the  ope*  premature  children  were  putrid ;  fopr  were 

ration  of  turning  was  required :  I  was  in-  dead,  but  not  putrid,  and  four  were  bom 

formed  that  in  both  her  prtfkma  laboara  Uving.'' 

eii.^xxxii.  *iTi 
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Mauriceau  states  that  when  the  foetus  the  membranes  burst  as  soon  as  the  dilata- 
is  dead  the  labour  is  almost  always  pro-  tion  of  the  os  uteri  commences,  and  the  first 
tracted  and  difficult,  and  the  reason  he  thing  we  touch  on  making  an  examination 
assigns  for  this  is  probably  correct :  **  k caiue  is  an  eitiemity  in  the  yagina,  or  perhaps  pro- 
que  son  corps  n*ayant  plua  de  ioutien,  et  triuHng  through  the  extOTnal  parts.  Thespon- 
^tant  derenu  tout  mollasse,  ses  parties  s'af-  taneous  and  premature  rupture  of  the  mem- 
foissent  tout  en  un  tas  les  uncs  sur  les  autres :  branes,  or  something  peculiar  in  their  shape 
ce  qui  fait  qu'il  vient  aussi  pour  Tordinaire  —the  presenting  part  lying  so  high  up  witlun 
en  mauvaise  situation,  ou  quoiqu'il  sepr^senta  theos  uteri,  afteritis  considerably  dilated,  that 
par  la  tcte  en  figure  naturelle :  les  douleurs  it  cannot  be  felt  by  an  ordinary  ezamination 
de  la  femme  sont  si  foible  and  si  lentes  en  — the  presenting  part,  if  felt,  being  more 
cette  occasion,  qa'elles  ne  le  peuvent  pas  moveable,  less  smooth,  and  globular,  and 
fiure  expulsion."  But  there  are  other  and  reasting,  than  the  head,  are  the  chief  drcnm- 
more  obscure  causes  of  preternatural  pre-  stances  which  should  induce  you  to  suspect 
sentations  than  the  death  of  the  foetus  and  that  the  presentation  is  preternatural,  and 
twisting  of  the  cord  around  the  trunk  and  make  you,  by  all  means  in  your  power,  pre- 
extremities,  of  which  we  at  present  know  serve  the  membranes  entire,  and  prevent  the 
as  little  as  Dr.  Denman  did  when  he  wrote  escape  of  the  liquor  amnii  until  the  uterus 
the  following  passage  in  1 795.  "  It  seems  is  so  much  dilated,  or  is  so  dilatable,  that  the 
doubtful,  therefore,  whether  we  ought  not  operation  of  turning,  if  necessary,  may  be 
to  exclude  accidents  as  the  common  causes  performed.  As  soon  as  we  are  certain  that 
of  these  presentations,  and  search  for  the  the  head  does  not  present,  it  is  right  to  state 
real  cause  from  some  more  intricate  circum-  the  fact  to  the  nurse,  if  not  to  the  relatives 
stance ;  such  as  the  manner  after  which  the    of  the  patient. 

ovum  ipay  pass  out  of  the  ovarium  into  the        Before  the  membranes  are  ruptured,  it  is 

uterus ;  some  peculiarity  in  the  form  of  the    difficult  in  some  cases  to  determine  positively 

cavity  of  the  uterus  or  abdomen;    in  the    whether  the  head  presents,  or  the  nates; 

quantity  of  the  waters  of  the  ovum  at  some    and  it  is  not  unusual  for  those  who  have 

certain  time  of  pregnancy  ;  or,  perhaps,  in    been  some  years  in  practice,  and  who  are 

the  insertion  of  the  funis  into  the  abdomen    not  afraid  of  committing  mistakes,  to  make 

of  the  child,  which  is  not  in  all  cases  con-    a  hasty  examination,  and  to  believe  and  state 

fined  to  one  precise  part,  but  admits  of  con-     that  it  is  a  natural  labour,  but  aftervrards 

siderable  variety."  discover,  to  their  mortification,  that  the  nates 

Women  often  suspect  during  the  latter    present.     If  you  touch  one  of  the  nates 

months  of  pregnancy  that  the  child  is  not    through  the  membranes,  you  will  feel  that 

in  the  natural  position,  and  that  when  labour    it    is  round,    like    the   head,    but    much 

comes  on  it  wUl  be  a  cross  birth,  when  their    softer,   and   that   there   b   no  suture  nor 

fears  are   unfounded.     But  they  are  not  margin  of  the  parietid  bones  to  be  felt, 

always  mistaken,  for  some  who  have  before  however  carefully  you  endeavour  to  nuke 

had  natural  labours  have  been  firmly  per-     out  the  presentation.     After  the  most  care- 

suaded,  from  something  unusual  in  the  form  ful   investigation,  if  yon  remain  in  doubt 

of  the  abdomen*  that  the  child  was  unfa-  about  the  nature  of  the  case,  whether  the 

vourably  situated,  and  their  suspidons  have  head  presents  or  the  nates — ^if  you  are  cer- 

been  confirmed  by  the  result  of  the  labour,  tain  that  it  is  not  the  shoulder—there  is  no 

In  the  greater  number,  however,  it  is  only  ground  for  anxiety;  the  only  circumstances 

after  the  labour  has  commenced  and  made  requiring  attention  are,  that  the  membranes 

some  progress  that  we  ascertain  that  some  should  not  be  ruptured  artificially,  and  that 

other  part  than  the  head  presents.     In  pre-  you  should  not  state  to  the  nurse  and  patient 

tematural  presentationa,  particnlariy  when  that  all  in  going  on  favourably  before  you  are 

the  extremities  present,  the  membranes  are  positively  certain  of  the  hct.    After  the 

either  ruptured  at  the  commencement  of  membranes  give  way,  you  wiU  readily  ascer- 

labour  or  soon  after,  or  they  have  a  peculiar  tain  that  the  nates  present    by  the  deft 

conical  pointed  shape,    not  th9    ordinary  between  the  buttocks,  the  anus  and  external 

globular  form,  and  protrude  fkr  into  the  parts  of  generation,  and  the  escape  of  the 

yagina.    Sometimes,  before  the  os  uteri  is  meconium.    The  shoulder  is  much   more 

much  dilated,  the  membranes*  filled  with  pointed  than  one  of  the  nates,  and  if  you 

liquor  amnii,  pass  into  the  upper  part  of  the  can  pass  the  finger  carefully  around  all  the 

vagina,  and  form  a  considerable  sac  with  a  parts  within  your  reach,  where  a  shoulder 

narrow  neck.    The  presenting  part  either  presents  you  will  not  fail  to  distinguish  it 

cannot  be  felt,  or  it  is  lighter,  and  when  by  feeling  the  ribs  and  the  scapula.    The 

touched  gives  less  resistance,  than  the  head  parietes  of  the  thorax  communicate  a  pecu- 

uanally  does,  and  is  less  smooth,  hard,  and  liar  sensation  which  you  cannot  fail  to  reoog- 

rttolar.     A  hand,  or  a   foot,  or  the  um-  nise.     The  hand  is  much  flatter  and  broader 

bJSeM)  cord,  may  sometimes  be  dbtinctly  felt  than  the  foot,  the  fingers  are  much  longer 

/^ANi^tAe/iieio^ranesi,  but  more  frequently  than  the  toes,  and  they  differ  from  one 
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moOta  in  Ifngth  mncb  more  than  tlie  toea 
da,  uid  aril  dkiTc  Mpamted  ^m  each  oilier ; 
th*a  eitrfidiliM  an  uDeven.  The  middle 
Gagn  i«  (lie  longest  and  tbe  Ihnmb  the 
thoflert  parti  and  it  ia  ■(  h  distance  from  the 
iofm.  Tbi*  bot  ia  thicker  nmd  hea«i(^r 
ttR  tha  bead,  the  great  toe  ii  the  most 
piBBitmwt  put,  and  neiir  to  the  other  toes ; 
ifar  (ooi  an  iborter  than  the  tingers,  their 
«iiU  farm  nearly  aa  e<rea  line,  descending 
(rom  Ihe  gnat  ttw.  But  the  heel  projects 
in  a  remarkable  manner,  and  it  is  bj  feeling 
the  heel  that  you  will  never  M  to  dUtiDgaiih 
the  foot  from  the  hand  in  the  nienu:  yOD 
may  forget  all  these  distinctions  between  the 
fiogert  and  toes  during  the  operation  of  Inm- 
ing.  bat  if  yon  will  take  the  trouble  once  to 
one  attentively  the  heel  of  a  Dcw-bom 
,  JIM  wUI  neier  bring  down  an  arm 


TrtBtmtnl  iff  prtitratationt  t^  Iht  Itaitt  md 
inftrior  exiremitiet. 
It  the  nates  present  to  the  eentre  of  tha 
brim  of  the  pelns,  the  abdomen  of  the  child 
may  correspond  with  the  spine  Or  abdomen 
of  the  mother  ;  it  may  be  directed  backward 
or  forward,  or  the  back  of  the  child  may  be 
directed  to  either  side  of  the  mother.  Some 
of  thfse  positiolM  are  more  favoarable  than 
others  i  that  which  is  most  so  is  reprcimted 
in  the  folloiring  fl^n  (titia  SmeUie's  plates, 
in  which  the  rore-parta  of  the  chilil  are  to 
Ok  posterior  purt  of  the  uterus;  and  the 
funis,  with  1  knot  npon  it,  snrrounds  the 
neck,  Eirm.  and  body.  "  1  have  sometimes 
felt,"  he  ^y>,  "  ia  these  cases,  when  labour 


n,  the  other  resting  above  the 


turned  to  the  sidei  and  wide  part  of  the 
brim  of  the  peliia,  with  the  prirale  parts  to 
■he  sacrum,  as  in  this  table  ;  though  some. 
time*  to  the  »acram,»s\T\ft«Wte«m^\AA«. 

As  soon  Hsthc  \ivtec\\aftiBi\Ms  W>\W,Vy«« 
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part  of  the  bwdn,  the  hlpi  igdn  retnm  to 
thdr  former  podlion,  viz.  one  hip  tamed 
oat  below  the  oa  pubis,  and  the  other  at  the 
buk  parti  of  the  Of  eitemam. 

In  thii  cue  the  child,  if  Dot  very  l«rge,  or 
the  pelvii  nuTDw,  maj  be  often  dchvered 
ative  by  the  labonr-piina ;  bnt  if  detuned 
long  at  the  inhrior  part  of  the  pelvii,  the 
long  preMDre  of  the  funis  maf  obftract  the 
cirrolation.  In  moat  cig«,  idili  SmeQie, 
where  the  breech  present!,  the  effect  of  the 
lobonr  paiDi  onght  to  be  wuted  for  till  at 
leut  they  have  full;  dilated  the  oa  intemam 
and  vagina,  if  the  sBEne  have  not  been 
■tretcbcd  before  with  the  waters  and  mem- 
bnnei.  In  the  meantime,  whilat  the  breech 
advanea,  the  oi  eiteroum  majr  be  dJated 
geotlv  daring  every  pain,  to  allow  room  for 
introdoeiog  a  finger  or  two  of  each  hand  to 
the  oatHde  of  each  groin  of  the  fcetus,  in 
order  to  auist  the  delivery  when  the  nitea 
•re  advanced  to  the  lower  part  of  thevsgiiia. 


But  If  tho  foetni  la  lai^r  than  usual,  or  the 
pelvis  narrow,  and,  after  a  long  time  and 
many  repeated  pains,  the  bicech  is  not  forced 
down  into  the  pelvia,  the  patient's  strength 
at  the  same  time  (ailing,  the  operator  most. 
In  a  grsdnal  manner,  open  the  parts,  aad, 
having  introdaeed  a  finger  into  the  vagina, 
raise  or  push  ap  the  breech  of  the  fixtva, 
and  bring  down  the  legs  and  thighs.  If  the 
ntema  is  so  straalj  contracted  that  the  l^a 
cannot  be  got  down,  the  largest  end  of  the 
blont  hook  is  to  be  introduced,  and  can- 
tiously  drawn  down  with  it.  As  soon  a*  the 
breech  or  legs  are  brought  down,  the  body 
and  head  are  to  be  delivered,  as  ducribed  in 
the  next  table,  only  there  is  no  necessity 
here  to  alter  the  position  of  the  child's  body. 
This  figure,  also  from  SmclLie's  plates, 
shows,  as  he  states,  in  the  same  view  as  the 
former  figure,  the  breech  of  the  ftetua  pre- 


h  this  diffen 
the  fore  parte  of  the  child  are  t 


thefe 


•art  of  the  utenis.     In  this  case,  when  the  and  the  fore  parti  of  the  child  tamed  to  the 

tmech,  eoiaing  down  doable  a«  it  presents,  bock  part  of  the  woman.    If  a  pain  should 

^  brmi/fit  dtmn  to  t^bams,  ttolw  nmrt  Inthe  meurtnaefiyree&oviatiieWi  of  the 

1.        .      .   .    ^  cloffc  vroipped  roaaathem,  iVU,  tt  oaifhx  Vi  >>e  "piAwi  «^  a^itevd 
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J,  H  ift  tam  euler  when  the  belly  Is  and  then  search  for  the  feet.    "  Were  this 
Ib  the  peMs  than   when  the  breast  and  rough  and  barbarooa   recommendation  of 
Ai^M—  m  engaged;  and  as  sometimes  Burton  generally  followed,"  observes  Dr. 
IJM  fcee  md  Jawhend  are  rather  towards  one  Mcrriman,   ''the  most  lamentable  conse- 
of  tka  grafaMf  a  quarter  tarn  more  brings  quences,  both  to  mother  and  child,  could 
Am  paiti  to  the  aUe  of  the  pelvis  and  a  not  fail  of  being  often  experienced.    Smellie 
ittb  Wkwards,  after  which  the  body  is  to  was  too  fond  of  this  pusldng  up  ;  indeed  it 
to  hvMglift  dowB.     If  the  child  is  not  large  was  the  doctrine  of  the  day  ;  and  Dr.  Ilun- 
BOt  be  brought  down,  and  ter,  in  the  early  part  of  his  practice,  used  to 
may  be  delivered  by  pressing  back  follow  the  same  plan  in  breech  presenta- 
and  body  of  the  child  to  the  tions ;  but,  from  a  conviction  of  its  impro- 
I,  and  whilst  the  chin  and  face  are  priety,  he  afterwards  discontinued  it."   *'  At 
vagina,  to  bring  the  occiput  out  this  time  I  lost  the  child  in  almost  all  the  breech 
tiba  pnbcst  aooording  to  Davcn-  cases,"  says  Dr.  Hnnter,  **  but  since  1  have 
Or  the  operator  may  intro-  left  these  cases  to  nature,  I  always  succeed." 
or  two  into  the  mouth,  or  on  Portal,  who  first  described  the  best  method  of 
rida  of  the  noae,  and,  supporting  the  treating  face  presentations,    was  probably 
the  fame  arm,  fix  two  fingers  of  the  also  the  fintt  who  discovered  that  cases  of 
nd  over  the  ahoulders,  on  each  side  nates  presentation  might  often  be  left  to  tho^ 
off  Hw  child's  neck;  and  in  this  manner  natural  efforts,  and  that  they  did  not  re- 
nin tho  body  over  the  pubes,  and  bring  the  quire  the  operation  of  turning  upon  the 
feoi  and  iarihead  out  with  a  semicircular  head,  or  that  attempts  should  be  made  to 
torn  npwards  firom  the  under  part  of  the  os  bring  down  the  feet.     "  In  such  a  case  as 
oalemiim.      All  this  may  be  easily  done  this,"  he  says,  "  you  must  not  be  impatient, 
when  the  woman  Ilea  on  her  side ;  but  if  the  for  though  the  labour  proceeds  very  slowly, 
dnld  is  large  and  the  pelvis  narrow,  it  is  yet  it  is  not    much  more  difficult  than  a 
totter  to  torn  the  patient  on  her  back,  and  natural  birth ;  whence  it  is  that  our  midwives 
after  tto  legs  and  body  are  extracted  as  far  say,  by  way  of  proverb,  that  where  the  but- 
as  tto  afaooUers,  the  arms  are  to  be  cau-  tocks  can  pass,  the    head  will  follow  of 
tkraalj  brought  down,  and  the  head  delivered,  course.    The  position  of  the  child  in  this 
If  tfaa  woman  has  sdrong  pains,  and  when,  case  is  doubl^,  with  his  thighs  upon  the 
bj  tiie  felt  pulsation  of  Uie  vessels  of  the  belly,  and  the  passage  being  once  open  for 
fcnb  nmfailiGalia,  or  the  struggling  motion  the  buttocks  by  the  reiterated  pains,  the 
of  tha  fotoa,  it  Is  certain  that  the  child  is  head  follows  without  much  trouble." 
atOI  aHvo,  wait  with  patience  for  the  assist-         Having  ascertained  that  the  nates  present, 
anee  of  tlie  labour ;  but,  if  that  and  the  hand  whatever  the  position  of  the  foetus  may  be, 
an  ininfllcient,  and  the  pulsation  of  the  whether  the   abdomen   look   backward  or 
flub  tarns  weaker,  and  if  the  cldld  cannot  forward,  we  cannot  alter  it  with  safety,  and 
to  bfoni^  double,    the  breech  must  be  no  change  can  be  required  to  be  made  till 
pndwd  np ;  and  if  the  resistance  of  the  ute-  the  nates  and  lower  extremities  are  expelled, 
m  ii  to  gnat  as  to  prevent  the  extraction  The  os  uteri  dilates  slowly  in  most  coses  of 
of  tto  Ifljgiy  tto  patient  ought  to  be  turned  nates  presentation,  but  we  cannot  employ 
on  tor  kaen  ai|d  elbows.    When  the  legs  any  means  with  advantage  to  accelerate  the 
an  thna  bronght  down,  the  woman,  if  need-  delivery,  and  in  most  cases,  if  we  do  not 
lUf  is  to  to  again  turned  to  her  back,  to  interfere,  bat  wait  patiently,  they  are  gradu- 
aDow  non  freedom  to  deliver  the  body  and  ally  pressed  lower  and  lower  into  the  pelvis, 
as  befbre  deacrltod.    If  the  head,  after  and  at  last  escape  from  the  vagina  without 
trials,  cannot  to  delivered  without  any  assistance.     If  the  os  uteri  and  vagina 
tto  child,   from  overstraining  are  imperfectly  dilated,   and  the  nates  are 
tto  node,  tto  long  curved  forceps  ought  to  drawn  down  or  pass  rapidly  through  the  pelvis, 
to  appUed.     If  thne  fail,  and  the  patient  is  the  child  is  often  lost.    The  membranes 
not  in  danger,  some  time  may  be  allowed  should  not  be  ruptured,  and  the  expulsion 
Ibr  tto  affect  of  tto  latour  pains ;  which  of  tto  nates  stould  be  left  entirely  to  tto 
Btowin  proving  insufficient,   tto  crotchet  natural  efibrts,  unless  the  labour  is  pro- 
■aj  to  nsed,  when  it  is  certain  ttot  the  tracted  and  exhaustion  takes  place.     Except 
ddld  is  dead,  or  ttot  there  is  no  possibility  supporting  tto  perineum,  nothing  is  required 
of  saving  it."  in  a  great  proportion  of  these  cases  before 
The  treatment  adopted  in  cases  of  nates  the  nates  and  lower  extremities  tove  been 
prenntation  by  Dr.  Burton,  a  contempo-  expelled,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  ascer- 
nry  of  SmeUie,  was  still  more  artificial  and  tain  precisely  the  relative  position  of  the 
objectionable ;  for  as  soon  as  he  discovered  child  to  tto  pelvis,  to  rectify  this  if  it  is 
ttot  Ito  nates  presented,  he  was  accustomed  unfiivourable,    and    artificially  extract  the 
to  tfanut  np  against  the  buttocks  with  all  sui)crior  extremities  and  head,  to  prevent 
Ida  stravwf  "><}  to  endeavour  to  turn  the  the  fatal  compTeMtvow  o(  \.>qa  >ai(r\y^^  c»t^. 
"  wiOt  it9  bcUy  towards  the  os  uteri,  If  we  find,  ail«t  t!b&  tx.v^a^:&<vci  qV  ^Odatil^^k^ 
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and  lower   extremities,  that  the  toes  are  thod  of  obviating  this  is  to  press  back  the 

directed  forward,  or  that  the  child  is  in  the  edge  of  the  perineum,  that  the  air  may  gain 

position  represented  in  the  second  figure,  admission  into  the  mouth  of  the  child,  and 

with  its  abdomen  applied  to  the  anterior  the  respiration  go  on,  when  the  circulation 

part  of  the  uterus,  and  that  its  back  lies  in  the  cord  has  been  arrested,  until  the  peri- 

^ong  the  spine  of  the  mother,  we  should  neum  is  sufficiently  dilated  to  slide  back 

wrap  the  nates  and  sides  in  a  soft  napkin,  over  the  fece,  and  allow  the  head  to  pass, 

and  turn  the  child  very  gently  round  during  I  have  seen  from  twenty  minutes  to  half  an 

m  pain,  observing  to  wluch  side  the  feet  are  hour  elapse  in  some  cases  after  the  cord  had 

indined  to  turn,  till  its-  abdomen  is  to  the  ceased  to  pulsate,    before    the    perineum 

spine  of  the  motiier,  and  the  toes  are  di-  would  allow  the  head  to  escape,  during  which 

rected  backward  to  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  time  the  respiration  was  regularly  performed, 

ortothesideof.thepelvis.  In  many  cases,  the  This  is  not  a  new  practice:  it  has  been  alluded 

nates  turn  round  inthepassage  spontaneously,  to  by  some  of  the  older  acooucbeurs,  and  some 

so  that  it  is  not  required  artifidsily  to  alter  the  others ;  and  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 

position.     It  is  necessary  always  to  recollect  it  were  fully  pointed  out  some  years  ago  by 

that  it  is  possible  to  turn  the  body  of  the  Dr.  Bigelow,  in  a  paper  pnbUshed  in  the 

child  round  without  turning  the  frioe  round  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 

into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  and  that  the  *'  On  the  Means  of  affording  Respiration  to 

chin  may  be  over  the  symphysis  pubis  when  Children  in  Reversed  PresentationB.''    The 

the  front  of  the  'chest  and  abdomen  are  object   of  Dr.  Bigelow  in  this  paper  is  to 

turned  backward.    After  the  lower  extremi-  show  that  in  many  cases  the  life  of  the  child 

ties  and  body  of  the  child  have  been  ezpdled,  may  be  saved  by  forming  a  communication 

and  placed  in  the  most  favourable  position  between  the  mouth  and  atmosphere  previous 

for  the  extraction  of  the  superior  extremities  to  the  delivery  of  the  head.    If  the  head  be 

and  head,  it  is  necessary  to  proceed  without  low  down,  the  fingers*  alone  can  give  the 

loss  of   time  to  draw  these  through  the  necessary  assistance ;  but  if  it.  is  hi^  in  the 

pelvis,  that  the  child  may  not  be  destroyed  pelvis,  and  is  reached  with  difficidty,  the 

by  compression  of  the  umbilical  cord.    As  assistance  of  a  tube  may  be  necessary.    He 

pressure  upon  the  cord  for  a  very  short  reeommends  a  flat  tube,  which  is  to  b« 

time  will  in  some  cases  kill  the  child,  it  is  guarded,  and  kept  within  the  fingers  ci  the 

proper  to  watch  closely  the  pulsations  of  its  inserted  hand. 

arteries.    Draw  the  body  of  the  child  for-        Where  the  pelvis  of  the  mother  is  small 

ward  as  far  as  the  arm-pits,  and  place  it  in  or  distorted,  and  the  child  large  and  unfe- 

this  manner  [exhibiting  it  upon  the  phantom]  vourably  situated,  the  efforts  of  nature  may 

over  the  palm  of  your  right  hand  and  fore-  be  insufficient  to  expel   the  child,   either 

arm,  and  gently  draw  the  body  towards  the  ftUve  or  dead.     The  nates  may  become  so 

left  thigh  of  the  mother ;  then  pass  the  fore  firmly  impacted  in  tiie  pelvis,  tliat  they  can- 

and  middle  fingers  of  your  left  hand  along  the  not  advance  without  artificial  assistanoe.    A 

back  part  of  the  left  arm  of  the  child  to  the  finger  should  be  passed  up  to  one  of  the 

elbow-joint,  and  press  down  the  arm  vrith  groins,  and  when  a  pain  comes  on  a  conai- 

your  fingers  along  the  thorax  of  the  child ,  and  derable  extracting  force  may  be  exerted  with 

'    extract  it.    Then  transfier  the  body  of  the  it,  without  injuring  the  child ;  or  a  soft 

child  and  left  arm  to  your  left  hiemd  and  handkerchief  may  be  passed  between  the 

fore-arm  for  support,  and  with  the  fore  and  thigh  and  abdomen,  and  the  natea  drawn 

middle  fingers  of  your  right  hand  disengage  down  ;  but  this  cannot  be  done  unless  they 

and  bring  down,  in  the  same  way,  the  right  have  descended  low  into  the  cavity  of  the 

arm  of  the  child ;  then  pass  the  fore  and  pelvis.    Where  these  means  foil,  and  it  is 

middle  fingers  of  your  left  hand  into  the  impossible  to  extract  the  child  alive,  the 

mouth  of  the  child,  or  rather  over  the  lower  blunt  hook  or  crotchet  roust  be  employed, 

and  upper  jaw,  and  at  the  same  time  place  In  cases  of  nates  presentatidb,  where  the 

the  fore  and  middle  fingers  of  your  right  pelvis  is  distorted,  after  the  extraction  of 

hand  over  the  back  part  of  the  neck  and  the  trunk  and  extremities,  it  is  necessary  to 

ocdput,  and  with  the  fingers  of  the  two  perforate  the  back  part  of  the  head,  and 

hands  thus  applied  extract  the  head,  in  the  complete  the  delivery  with  the  crotchet.    In 

lineof  the  axis  of  the  pelvis.    The  perineum  presentations  of  the  feet  and  knees,   the 

is  very  rigid  in  some  cases  of  nates  presen-  treatment  does  not  essentially  differ  from 

tation,  where  it  is  tiie  first  child,  and  it  will  that  required  in  presentations  of  the  nates, 
be  torn  if  the  head  is  extracted  hastily,  and 
not  drawn  forward  to  the  symphysis  pubis. 
When  yon  feel  the  pulsations  of  the  cord 

beginning  to  cease,  you  may  be  tempted  to  

empioj  greater  extracting  force  than  the 
aeck  of  tb6  duld  and  perineom  can  bear, 

«k/  both  BOMjr  be  destroy^.    The  only  mc« 
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CLINICAL  LECTURES  most  frequently  obsenred  in  insanity.     I 

hare  seen  a  patient  the  shape  of  whose  head 

^^  *"*  corresponded  exactly  with  the  description  of 

THEORY  &  MEDICAL  TREATMENT  **»'  «'  Thersites,  ^^os  ^p  ict^HiAijr.     The 

OF  INSANITY  bones  of  the  cranium  differ  very  much  in 

'  appearance  in  different  madmen.     Some- 

DeUwred  at  Si.  Luke*9  Ilotpiial,  ^"^^  ^^  «re  so  thin  as  to  be  translucent, 

m«      1^  ti       J  »  u  *'    ^^^^^    times    they    are    pretematurally 

May  1st,  3d,  and  5th.  thickened ;  the  thickness  is  also  sometimes 

Bt  Alexakdir  John  Sotherland.  jpeq'^-  I«»  "f^'u*"^  ^'S!*^^^!'*^!?^^ 

disappeared,  and  the  bone  is  hard  and  bnttle ; 

in  others  it  is  more  than  usually  developed, 

Lbctitrb  II.-concladcd.  »°^  the  cxtemd  tabic  i.  com,.«r.tiveI,  M(t 

and  yieldmg.     Rough  deposits  of  bone  and 

.  spicnlse  are  found  in  various  parts  of  the 

M\tti-mortem  txttmmattons.  inner  surfece.    The  ebumated  cranium  which 

I  BAVB  now  to  draw  yonr  attention  to  the  is  sometimes  found  was  supposed  by  Gall  to 

morbid  utpeanncei  found  after  death  in  the  have  been  accompanied  by  a  disposition  to 

bniii  and  viaoera  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  commit  suicide :  tliU  has  been  proved  not  to 

It   miiat  not  be  expected  that  the  exact  be  correct. 

natnn  and  seat  of  the  alterations  in  the  Alterations  qf  the  membranes, — As  in  all 
eneephalon  can  be  pointed  out  as  manifesting  cases  of  chronic  inflammation,  so  in  insanity, 
die  uaease ;  I  have  never  found  any  thing  the  dura  mater  adheres  firmly  to  the  inner 
in  tiie  brain  of  the  madman  which  could  be  table  ;  so  firm  has  been  the  adhesion  some- 
arid  to  be  characteristic  of  his  disorder ;  times  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  remove 
alftoagh  there  are  very  few  cases  which  have  the  divided  membrane  with  the  skull-cap. 
not  preaentedTsome  morbid  appearance  either  In  one  case  only  I  have  observed  extravaaa- 
cf  the  brain  or  its  membranes.  I  think  that  tion  of 'blood  between  the  bone  and  the  dura 
medical  men  generally  expect  too  much  when  mater.  The  i^atient  died  of  epilepsy.  The 
tliey  are  called  upon  to  examine  the  encc-  first  fit  came  on  Dec.  Cth,  1838,  from  which 
phdkm  in  a  case  of  insanity.  The  brain  is  day  to  the  10th  she  had  about  fifty  (they 
alioed  to  the  centrum  ovale,  and  the  examina-  came  on  in  such  rapid  succession  that  it  was 
tion  ends  in  disappointment.  It  was  not  difficult  to  remember  the  exact  number)  ; 
thm  that  Foville  examined  the  brain ;  every  coma  followed,  which  terminated  in  death 
ndnnte  alteration  in  the  cortical  and  me-  on  the  13th.  The  dura  mater  was  found 
dnllary  structure  was  carefully  noted  by  much  injected;  separating  this  membrane 
him,  and  a  healthy  brun  was  compared  with  from  the  inner  tabic  was  an  extravasation  of 
tbe  madman's  brain  as  often  as  circumstances  blood  the  size  of  a  half-crown  ;  correspond- 
wonld  permit.  ing  with  this  was  an  extravasation  of  blood 

In  laying  the  results  of  my  post-mortem  beneath  the  scalp.     In  injuries  to  the  head 

enminations  before  you,  I  shall  commence  I  need  not  say  that  such  appearances  are 

with  the  scalp,   and   describe  the  morbid  often  found,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the 

uipearances  according  to  the  order  in  which  patient  must  have  had  a  severe  fall  during 

(he  Btmcture  presents  itself.    The  integu-  one  of  the  fits.    There  was,  however,  in  this 

mentof  the  cranium  is  sometimes  remarkably  case,  an  api)earance  more  rarely  met  vnth, 

tldn,  and  loosely  attached  to  the  parts  be-  there  was  no  falx  cerebri ;   the  hemispheres 

nrith,   and   I    have  occasionally  observed  were  joined  together  by  cellular  membrane, 

beneath  the  scalp  a   round  circumscribed  which  adhered  to  either  side  of  the  longi- 

swelling  containing  fluid.  tudinal  fissure.     The  vessels  and  sinuses  of 

The  shape  of  the  cranium  does  not  appear  the  dura  mater  are  sometimes  gorged  with 
to  have  any  connection  either  with  the  pro-  blood.  The  arteria  meningca  media  is  fire- 
dnction  or  species  of  the  disease.  Many  of  quently  injected  to  its  most  minute  ramifica- 
ovr  uncured  patients  have  very  well-formed  tions.  The  membrane  itself  is  sometimes 
headi ;  some,  on  the  contrary,  with  badly-  also  much  thicker  than  natural ;  small  de- 
formed heads  have  got  well.  Georget  says,  posits  of  bone  are  also  occasionally  found, 
one. encounters,  among  madmen,  the  same  particularly  on  the  falx.  Dr.  M.  Hall  has 
formation  of  the  head  as  among  those  of  directed  our  attention  to  the  influence  of 
■ound  mind.  Foville  asserts  that  this  is  not  irritation  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain  in 
strictly  correct;  there  were  more  than  50  inducing  spasmodic  affections  (Med.  Chir. 
malformations  of  the  cranium  in  the  300  Trans,  xxiv.  122).  He  removed  the  era- 
patients  then  in  the  hospital.  I  conclude  nium  of  a  dog;  every  kind  of  irritation, 
that  this  remark  applies  to  the  madmen  only,  puncture,  laceration,  &c.  of  the  cerebrum 
and  not  to  the  idiots  under  his  care.  The  and  cerebellum  was  entiicl^  Vno^en^^^^  \ 
'  needing-  of  tbe  forehead  is  tbe  moat  striking  when  the  bTa\n  ^as  cuX.  k«vs  >  ^^^'^'^'^  ^^^ 
Miteniion  of  the  boac,  and  tbereforCf  perhaps  f  medulla  ob\oiv|^a.ta,  lo  \i\*  t«a^fv»\«V^w»L^ 


408  DR.  SUTHERL^KiyS  CLINICAL  LECTURES  ON  THE 

that  laceration  or  pinching  of  the  dura  mater  believe,  satiffactorily  made  oat  that  the  fhbe 
induced  peculiar  spasmodic  movements  of  membrane  is  in  the  shut  sac  of  the  arachnoid, 
the  eye-ball,  the  eye-lids,  the  head,  &c.  The  blood  which  forms  this  false  membrane 
These  effects  are  probably  induced  through  Is  not  eflfused  from  a  ruptured  vessel,  but 
biBttohes  of  the  trifiuaal  nerve,  which,  as  in  exhaled  by  little  and  little  through  the  aracfa- 
,tbe  recurrent  of  Arnold,  is  well  known  to  noid ;  it  expands  itself  gradually  in  its  cavity 
impart  branches  to  the  dura  mater,  and  till  it  exactly  represents  a  true  serous  mem- 
which  may  do  so  to  other  membfanes  within  brane.  If  its  adhering  portion  be  peeled  off, 
the  cranium.  Tliis  experiment  of  Dr.  M.  the  aradmoid  will  be  found  beneath ;  some- 
Hall's  is  extremely  interesting,  but  I  think  what  rough  and  tarnished,  however,  from  its 
we  should  not  too  .hastOy  conclude  from  it  contact  with  the  pseudo-membrane.  Afler 
that  irritation  of  the  membranes,  as  by  de-  the  effusion  of  blood  has  taken  place  the 
positioii  of  bone  on  the  dura  mater,  or  serum  is  gradually  absorbed,  and  the  clot  of 
mflammatioa  of  tlie  aradmoid,  will  always  blood  left.  If  death  occun  soon  after  the 
produce  spasm ;  for  we  must  remember  that  effusion,  liquid  blood  is  found ;  if  at  a  more 
the  dog's  brain  was  removed,  and  the  spinal  advanced  period,  a  fibrous  sheath  is  seen 
marrow,  having  lost  its  controlling  influence,  enveloping  the  blood ;  at  a  still  later  period, 
was  in  a  state  most  ftivourable  to  the  prodnc*  black  dots,  which  D«x)me  paler  and  paler 
tion  of  reflex  phenomena.  till  they  lose  at  last  their  coloaiing  matter 

The  glandule  paochioni  are   not  more  (see  Boudet). 

numerous  in  insanity  than  in  other  diseases.  Mr.  A.  had  an  epileptic  fit  about  two 

I  cannot  think,  witii  M.  Andral  and  others,  months  previous  to  his  coming  under  my 

that  these  are  the  result  of  disease  because  care  in  Sept.  1839,  at  which  time  he  laboured 

tiiey  are  so  universally  found ;  but  if  they  under  dementia.    In  December  of  that  year 

are  not  they  must  have  some  use.    Can  it  he  had  a  second  fit,  after  whidi  there  was 

be  that,  imbedded  deeply  in  the  inner  table  thickness  and  hesitation  in  his  speech,  with 

as  we    sometimes  find   them,  they  afford  impaired  motion  of  the  limbs,  particularly 

additional  support  to  the  brain,  and  prevent  of  the  left  leg. 

more  effectually  the  interference  of  the  hemi-  The  fits  became  more  and  more  severe, 

2iheres  with  each  other  when  we  lie  on  one  and  terminated  in  deatii  on  May  23d  at 

de  ?    Thev  may  be  so  far  Uie  effect  of  dis-  10  a.m. 
ease  (or  rather,  I  should  say,  of  a  provision 

of  nature  to  counteract  its  effects),  if  it  bo  Pott-mortem  examination.  May  25,  3  p.m. 
necessary  that  they  should  be  multiplied  to  lliere  was  much  emaciation  of  the  body, 
ensure  a  firmer  a&esion  of  the  dura  mater  The  skull-cap  being  removed  presented  great 
to  the  bone,  when  the  weight  of  one  hemi*  inequality  in  its  thickness.  The  parietal 
sphere,  from  the  presence,  for  instance,  of  a  bones  were  thin  and  translucent,  and  had  no 
tumor,  is  likely  to  interfere  witii  the  fnnc-  diploe.  The  occipital  and  frontal  bones 
tions  of  the  other.  I  considered  this  suppo-  were  natural.  The  dure  mater  adhered  very 
sition  to  be  probable  from  observing  in  a  firmly  to  the  bone,  and  was  much  ii^ected 
patient  who  died  of  organic  disease  of  the  with  blood.  The  arachnoid  membrane  was 
brain  a  greater  number  of  these  so-called  much  thicker  and  tougher  than  natural,  and 
glands  than  I  had  previously  observed.  here  and  there  over  its  surface  opaque  milky 
The  arachnoid  membrane  is  very  com*  spots  were  observed.  In  its  ovular  tissue, 
monly  found  opaque  and  thickened  :  I  have  on  the  upper  surfooe  of  both  hemispheres, 
seen  this  in  a  patient  whose  insanity  was  but  more  on  the  right  than  left  side,  there 
only  of  five  weeks'  duration ;  it  depends,  was  a  great  quantity  of  serum  effused,  which 
however,  more  upon  the  intensity  than  the  raised  it  about  a  line  above  the  pia  mater, 
duration  of  the  disease.  The  opadty  is  In  the  cavity  of  the  arachnoid  was  a  frilse 
sometimes  general,  sometimes  partial.  It  is  membrane,  exactly  resembling  it  in  appear- 
more  frequentiy  met  with  on  the  surface  of  ance,  between  the  layera  of  which  was  an 
the  hemispheres  than  at  the  base  of  the  effusion  of  dark  red  blood,  spreading  on 
brain :  and  this  accords  with  the  lesions  either  side  in  paralld  lines  from  the  crysta 
found  in  acute  inflammation  of  the  meninges,  galli  to  the  squamous  portion  of  the  tem- 
M.  Foville  oonsiden  the  opadty  and  thick-  poral  bones.  The  layera  were  thick  and 
ening  of  the  aradmoid,  uid  its  adhesions  tough,  but  not  so  shhiing  as  the  arachnoid, 
with  the  pia  mater,  not  to  be  the  simple  Hie  upper  layer  was  so  closely  connected 
effects  of  inflammation,  but  of  a  depooit  of  with  the  arachnoid  that  at  their  point  of 
albuminous  layers.  junction  the  one  could  not  be  distinguished 
I  have,  in  some  few  cases,  met  with  fUse  from  the  other.  This  pseudo-membrane 
membranes  in  the  cavity  of  the  arachnoid,  extended  from  each  side  of  the  felx  to  the 
Some  have  bdieved  these  membranes  to  be  tempero-ocdpital  sutures,  and  from  before 
depamted  between  the  dura  mater  and  the  iMckwards  over  the  whole  of  the  superior 
Mrmcbnaid,    AL  Boudet  (M6m.  tar  VHtmor^  lorfece  of  the  hemispheres.    The  parallfl 
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■MB  arfeericf,  but  under  fhe  microicope  fhe  that  all  hia  frienda  were  dead,  that  the  whote 
blood-^dbiilea  oould  be  diatinctlj  leen,  not  population  of  London  had  been  iwept  off  by 
eimihmd  withhi  venehh  but  ranning  in  the  diaeaae  ;  that  our  ihips  were  rotten,  oar 
ftildi  of  the  falae  membrane.  The  pia  mater  banka  had  stopped,  oar  tradehad  failed :  he 
■epaiated  wj  readily  from  the  brain.  The  latterly  sank  into  a  state  of  complete  fatuity, 
eoofofaitiont  were  atrophied  ;  externally  In  the  early  part  of  1839  lymptomi  of 
flfly  were  paler  than  natural ;  when  sliced,  amaurosia  shewed  themaelTes ;  in  September 
then  waa  very  little  depth  of  cortical  struc-  he  became  totally  blind.  He  nerer  had  any 
tore-  Hie  eut  suiftoe  of  the  brain  presented  illusion  of  hearing,  nor  was  he  at  any  time 
nomenMU  bleeding  puncts.  The  substance  deaf.  There  were  deposits  of  the  triple  pboa- 
maaoft  and  very  wet;  when  taken  up  in  phatesin  the  urine,  but  it  was  not  albumhious. 
tte  Iwnd  it  fdt  like  a  spongeful  of  wat«r.  He  was  subject  to  attacks  of  vertigo,  when  he 
Hie  ventiieles  of  the  brain  were  larger  than  would  fancy  tbathe  wasbeingrun  away  with 
natoraL  Five  ounces  of  sero-sangmneous  in  a  cart ;  he  would  call  out  to  those  about 
fluid  were  collected,  which  had  filtered  from  him  to  stop  the  horse,  and  would  lay  hold  of 
tte  brain  and  ventricle.  The  cerebellum  a  chair  to  prevent  him,  as  he  said,  from 
waa  natnraL     On  nising  the  spinoos  pro-    being  jolted  out. 

eeaea  of  tiie  veitebrte  the  vessels  of  the  Phygieal  ajfmptotiu  preceding  deatk.^-" 
dm  mater  were  enormously  turgid.  The  Epileptic  fits,  followed  by  fever ;  twitching  of 
spinal  cord  itself  was  both  externally  and  the  muscles  more  on  right  side  than  left ;  no 
fattemally  highly  injected,  and  uniformly  so  paralysis  of  arms  or  legs ;  difllculty  of 
from  the  occiput  to  the  lumbar  vertebrc.  swallowing  two  days  before  death.  No  reflex 
In  another  patient  who  was  admitted  into  action  when  the  finger  was  drawn  across  the 
tiie  ho^ital,  November  3d,  1838,  and  who  eyelids. 
died  of  apoplexy.  May  18th,  1839,  there  was 

not  only  found  a  similar  membrane  to  the  Pott-mortem  examination,  February  23d, 
one  above  deacribed,  hot  a  layer  of  lymph  I3i  hours  qfter  death. 

of  a  red  colour,  and  resembling  a  honey-  The  body  was  not  emaciated ;  there  was 
oomb,  waa  spread  over  the  whole  surface  of  injection  of  the  capillaries  in  the  depending 
the  pericardiam,  which  was  filled  with  bloody  parts ;  the  scalp  was  natural ;  the  cranium 
■erum.  very  Uiick. 

I  have  only  two  other  cases  of  pseudo-  The  dan  mater  adhered  firmly  to  the 
membrsnes  in  my  note-book  ;  they  are  very  inner  table,  and  was  removed  with  the  skuU- 
ifaniiar  to  the  one  1  have  already  detailed,  cap.  It  was  much  injected.  The  veins  were 
ne  one  died  of  epilepsy,  the  other  of  apo-    loaded  with  blood. 

^ny.  The  arachnoid  membrane  on  the  upper 

The  arachnoid  is  sometimes  perfectly  dry,  surface  was  universally  thickened  and  opaque, 
ifSBuiiMwa  are  not  lubricated  by  thesmallKt  and  studded  all  over  with  white  spots  the 
mumtity  of  serum.  In  general,  however,  size  of  a  millet-seed ;  in  the  situation  of  the 
nere  is  much  effusion  of  clear  transparent  anterior  lobes  of  the  cerebrum  it  was  so 
tinhl  into  its  cellular  tissue ;  it  is  not  often  thick  that  I  could  with  difficulty  cut  it  with 
tint  this  fluid  is  coloured.  This  appearance  the  scalpel ;  it  was  as  firm  and  elastic  as 
vast  not  be  taken  as  an  uncquivociEd  proof  fibro-cartilage  ;  at  the  anterior  and  centre 
off  inflammation  of  the  arachnoid ;  for  it  may  part  of  ead^  lobe,  there  was  on  this  mem- 
bo  caused  by  congestion  of  the  veins,  or  be  brane  a  deposit  of  bone  with  sharp  spicule, 
the  result  of  poverty  of  blood.  Dr.  Kellie,  the  diameter  of  which  was  half  an  inch  on 
of  Leith,  in  his  experiments  upon  animals  the  left,  on  inch  on  the  right  side,  the  spiculfe 
bled  to  death,  found  effusion  of  serum  in  the  on  the  latter  being  more  prominent.  The 
hndns  of  all.  colour  of  the  araclmoid  in  this  part  was  of  a 

I  think  that  this  effusion  is  often  the  con-  dirty  yellow  for  the  space  of  three  inches ; 
Kouence  of  atrophy  of  the  convolutions ;  for  it  was  universally  adherent  to  the  pia  mater 
I  have  observed  in  some  cases  where  the  on  the  anterior  lobes ;  there  was  much 
Otrophy  has  been  very  limited  in  extent  that  effusion  into  the  subarachnoid  cellular  tissue, 
perum  is  collected  here  under  the  araclmoid,  which  being  collected  with  the  sero-san- 
whidi  has  shewn  no  signs  of  inflammation :  guineous  fluid  from  the  base  of  the  cranium, 
upon  one  or  two  occasions  this  effusion  of  amounted  to  half  a  pint  by  measure.  The 
fluid  has  been  so  circumscribed  by  the  mem-  pia  mater  was  much  injected.  The  convo- 
brane  that  I  at  first  mistook  it  for  a  trans-  lutions  externally  were  pinched  and  atro- 
parent  cyst.  phied,  the  sulci  between  them  were  wide,  and 

The  most  extensive  disease  of  the  arach-  the  vacant  space  left  by  the  absorption  of 
noid  membrane  which  I  have  met  with  in  in-  the  cortical  structure  was  filled  with  the 
■anity  was  in  the  case  of  a  gentleman  who  thickened  pia  mater  and  aerum.  The  colour 
died  of  epilepsy  on  February  22d,  1838.  The  of  the  convolutions  was  pale  externally ;  their 
dmntion  of  his  Wness  wsm  five  yean  and  a  cut  aurface  Aiewed  icaxci^^  asc)  .^aSofi^&'^osA 
Mf,    The  evkkBces  of  bis  insanity  were,    betweea  tbe  ow^k^  isA^^  ^^araoi^  i»s>u> 
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tare.  They  were  paler  at  their  circamference  took  on  the  Taricoee  appearance,  became 
than  their  base,  and  in  some  parts  not  more  granular  when  the  smallest  pressure  was 
than  a  line  in  breadth :  when  a  sponge  was  made,  and  had  iao  elasticity  whatever, 
placed  on  the  sarfaoe  of  the  brain  it  was  so  In  parts  of  the  anterior  lobe  (under  a  one- 
soft  that  a  portion  of  the  conrolutions  came  eighth  eye-piece),  were  seen  small  round 
off  with  it :  the  wMte  bands  which  separate  pellucid  bodies  corresponding  exactly  with 
the  cortical  structure  into  three  parts  were  the  tubercles  on  the  arachnoid :  nearly  the 
no  where  seen.  Dark  purple  points  were  whole  pulpy  mass  was  composed  of  these 
seen  on  the  cut  surface  of  the  fibrous  struc-  bodies,  mixed  here  and  there  with  debris  of 
ture,  and  not  the  bright  red  points  so  com-  arteries,  and  granular  structure  without  any 
monly  found.  The  substance  of  the  brain  trace  of  fibrous  structure.  These  small 
was  every  where  softened,  and  when  taken  tubercles  were  composed  of  many  other 
from  the  skull  did  not  in  the  least  degree  tubercles,  and  appeared  like  a  bunch  of 
preserve  its  elasticity.    The  whole  of  the  an-  grapes. 

terior  lobe  of  the  cerebrum  of  the  right  side,        Adhesions  of  the  pia  mater  are  found  with 

except  the  convolutions  of  the  lower  sur-  the  arachnoid  on  the  one  side,  and  with  the 

fooe,  was  converted  into  a  pulpy  mass  of  ra-  convolutions  on  the  other.    It  is  sometimes 

mollissement,  the  softening  being  greatest  much  thickened,  and  in  recent  cases  generally 

beneath  the  points  of  bone  of  the  arachnoid,  injected.     If  we  wanted  other  proc&  of  the 

The  lateral  ventricles  were  twice  thrir  natural  variation  of  the  quantity  of  blood,  and  of  the 

sise,  and  gaped  open  widiout  elasticity :  on  state  of  the  capillary  vesseb,  in  insanity,  we 

the  arachnoid  membrane  lining  all  the  ven-  should  find  ^em  here.    I  have  seen  the 

trides  were  deposited  innumerable    small  colour  of  the  plexus  choroides  in  some  cases 

pellucid  shining  tubercles,  varying  in  size  from  a  bright  red,  in  others  of  a  dirty  white,  or 

a  pin's  head  to  a  pin's  point ;  these  were  quite  blanched.     Sometimes  artmal,  some- 

tldckly  studded  over  the  optic  thalami  and  times  venous  congestion  is  found :  I  have 

corpora  striata,  and  were  traced  down  the  seen  this  plexus  loaded  with  varicose  veins, 
iter  a  tertio  ad  quartum  ventriculum,  where        I  have  now  to  mention  the  alterations  in 

they  also  exbted  in  great  number,  particu-  the  cortical  structure.    In  acute  mania  the 

lariy  in  the  situation  of  the  calamus  scrip-  convolutions  have  a  tendency  to  hypertrophy, 

torius.    The  anterior  romua  of  the  ven-  in  chronic  mania  to  atrophy.   In  acute  cases 

trides  were  as  large  as  the  ventrides  them-  their  external  surface  is  round,  and  tiieir 

sdves.    The  posterior  oomua  were  also  en-  colour  intensely  red.     In  chronic  cases  it  is 

larged.    The  left  hippocampus  major  of  the  flattened  and  pale.    As  there  is  so  much 

posterior  comua  was  converted  into  a  cyst  difference  between  the  appearance  of  the  one 

containing  a  limpid  fluid  with  no  lining  and  the  other,  it  will  be  more  convenient  if  I 

membrane.    The  optic  nerves  were  one-  first  describe  the  morbid  alterations  ibund  in 

third  their  natural  size,  flattendi,  yellowish,  the  acute  stage  of  the  disease,  and  afterwards 

without  any  pearly  lustre  :   all    the  other  those  found  in  the  chronic, 
nerves  of  the  cerebrum  were  softened.    The        In  acute  cases  the  pia  mater  Is  sddom 

thalami  were  extremely  soft ;    the  corpora  found  adhering  to  the  surfiux  of  the  hemis- 

quadragemina  were  natural ;  the  cerebeUum  pheres ;  the  convolutions  are  well  devdoped ; 

was  very  soft ;  the  pons  varolii  and  upper  when  cut  there  is  as  well  defined  a  separa- 

part  of  the  spinal  cord  were  much  injected,  tion  between  the  ctneritious    and  fibrous 

The  basilar  and  internal  carotids,  to  their  structure  as  in  a  healthy  brain ;  the  white 

remotest  ramifications,  were  studded  with  bands  may  be  traced  in  every  part  running 

atheromatous  deposits ;  some  of  the  smaller  parallel  to  the  external  and  internal  surfoce ; 

arteries  were  quite  plugged  up  by  them.  but  the  cortical  structure  is  much  injected, 

Thorax  healthy ;  hiSui  flabby  and  con-  and  what  is  called  the  marbled  appearance 

tained  a  firm  ydlow  coagulum ;  there  were  by  French  writers  is  very  generaUy  seen, 

atheromatous  deposits  on  the  inner  lining  Foville  has  fi^uently  observed  small  red 

membrane  of  the  aorta.  points  in  the  marbled  lines,  which  appear  to 

Abdomen,    stomach,    pancreas,    spleen,  him  very  small  effusions  of  blood,  afterwards 

healthy;  liver  congested.    There  was  a  gall-  converted,  bethinks,  into  cysts  filled  with 

stone  in  the  gall-bhulder  the  size  of  a  marble,  serosity. 

The  vdns  of  tiie  intestines  were  congested ;        The  chronic  alterations  of  the  cortical 

their  mucous  lining  membrane  was  b»lthy.  structure  are  more  marked  than  those  of  the 

The  kidneys  were  of  a  leaden  colour  and  acute.    The  pia  mater  frequently  adheres  to 

marbled.  its  surface;  and  a  layer  of  softened  grey 

The  pcUudd  tubercles  of  the  aradmoid,  matter  is  sometimes  separated  in  the  attelnpt 

seen  under  the  microscope,  appeared  like  to  peel  it  off.    The  diminution  of  bulk  takes 

transparent    eggs    surrounded    by    small  place  both  on  the  surfSMX  and  in  the  centre 

gnmulea.     They  were  very  hard,  and  with  of  the  convolutions ;  so  that  wide  sulci  are 

dUSculty  broken  op.  left  between  the  fo\da,  and.  «l  'verj  X-Vfisi  \k^« 

^^tubaleBt^deBhrvaaairttcturtcMj  is  spread  over  t\&e  t\>To^  ^\xvx&\mx«\  v>da 
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white  bands  haye  either  diaappeued,  or  the  January  1833,  died  January  7th,  1843,  of 

cokHir  of  the  ganglion  globules  is  so  fiided  phthisis. 

that  they  cannot  he  distingwishfMl.    The  ez-  Hie  duration  of  her  insanity  had  been  16 

temal  layer  of  the  cortical  structure  is  some-  years. 

times  firm,  while  the  internal  layer  is  soft.  Evidenee§  qf  kernuulnen, — Incoherent; 

It  then  assumes  the  appearance  seen  in  Dr.  imbecile. 

Brigfat's  Work,  Plate  1,  fig.   6.   Medical  Phyiieal  symptonu  prior  to  deaih,-^ 

Reports,  Vol.  ii.  Dulness  of  percussion  Ofer  the  whole  of  the 

Softening  of  the  substance  of  the  couto-  right  side  of  the  thorax ;  no  respiratory  mur- 

lutions  is  either  partial  or  general ;  it  is  mur  heard  here.    There  was  scarcely  any 

sometimes  confined  to  one  or  two  folds ;  expectoration.    Anasarca  of  the  left  lig, 
sometimes  to  one,  at  other  times  to  both 

hemispheres.  Port-moriem  examinaiiont  January  7th, 

The  two  following  cases  of  acute  and  8  '•>'• 

chronic  insanity  may  senre  to  exemplify  what  The  frontal  bone  receded  very  slightly 

I  hsTe  said  of  the  difference  of  i^ppearance  of  from  before  backwards.  The  body  emaciated 

the  brains  of  each  after  death.  and  bloodless.    After  the  skull-cap  had  been 

A  woman,  set.  39,  who  had  suffered  under  removed,  the  diploe  were  found  to  have  dis* 
mania  with  violent  paroxysms  of  furor,  was  appeared,  except  in  a  small  portion  of  the 
brought  to  the  hospital,  October  28th,  1842,  firontal  and  occipital  bones.  There  was  a 
in  a  dying  state.  She  died  October  29th,  at  small  depression  in  the  centre  of  the  inner 
6(  A.M.  of  exhaustion.  The  duration  of  the  table  of  &e  occipital  bone,  which  was  trans- 
insanity  was  10  days.  Her  occupation  was  lucent ;  there  was  another  in  the  frontal 
a  dress-maker.    The  cause  of  her  illness  was  bone. 

disqipointment  in  her  affections.  The  dura  mater,  externally,  was  mudi 

^     ^      «*vxi-  injected    with    red    blood.      The    arteria 

Pott-mortem  examtnatton,   October  29th,  meningea  media  was  lar^ ;  the  membrane 

13  hours  qfler  death.  adhered  firmly  to  the  bone.    The  arachnoid 

Tlie  body  was  bloodless  and  emaciated,  was  dotted  all  over  with  minute  opaque  spots; 

ne  skull-cap  thin  :  in  the  centre  on  the  right  into  its  cellular  tissue  yeUowisU  transparent 

nde  was  an  indentation  which  nearly  pierced  serum  was    effused  throughout   its  whole 

through  the  parietal  bone;  it  oorrespondied  with  extent. 

a  swdling  the  size  of  a  small  marble,  where  The  pia  mater  was  rather  more  injected 
the  arachnoid  had  collected  some  effused  than  usual';  it  separated  from  the  convolu- 
nmm.    Hie  vessels  of  the  dura  mater  were  tions  without  tearing  them.      Under   the 
tmgid ;  the  arachnoid  membrane  was  every  hollow  of  the  occipital  bone,  above  described, 
whore  transparent ;  fluid  was  effused  into  its  the  convolutions  were  flattened  and  atrophied 
edlular  tissue.    The  pia  mater  separated  for  three  lines  in  extent  on  either  side  of  the 
with  some  difficulty  from  the  convolutions,  longitudinal  sinus ;  the  arachnoid  had  here 
but  did  not  tear  them  :  its  veins  were  much  formed  a  circumscribed  cyst.    The  cortical 
injected.    The  cortical  structure  was  both  structure  externally  was  pale.  Its  outer  layer 
externally  and  internally  of  its  natural  colour  was  soft,  and  separated  readily  from  the  ex- 
and  consistenoe;  the  white  median  bands  temal  white  buid,  under  which  the  sub- 
were  well  seen.      Hie   convolutions  were  stance  was  firm  and  of  a  reddish  hue  in  the 
sharply  cut,  and  in  high  relief.   The  arteries  frontal  region.     Serum  was  infiltrated  into 
were  distended  with  blood.     The  cut  sub-  the  substance  of  the  brain,  and  about  three 
stance  of  the  brain  presented  a  deep  blush  ounces  of  fluid  were  left  in  the  basis  of  the 
of  red  throughout  the  cerebrum,  cerebellum,  brain.      There    were    numerous    bleeding 
pons  and  medulla  oblongata,  but  more  es-  punctse  on  the  cut  surface  of  the  cerebrum 
pecially  in  the  region  of  8ie  posterior  lobes^  and  cerebellum  ;  the  pons  and  medulla  were 
where  there  was  also  more  serum  effused,  also  injected.    Their  substance  was  firm. 
The  lateral  ventricles  were  rather  large,  and  The  ventricles  were  rather  larger  thannatural; 
contained  more  fluid  than  natural.  "Die  sub-  the  hippocampi  not  altered.    The  basilar 
stance  of  the  brain  was  firm.    An  ounce  and  artery  was  joined  by  two  internal  carotids ; 
a  half  of  sero-sanguineous  fluid  was  left  in  the  one  pair  of  which  was  much  constricted  and 
base  of  the  cranium.  of  the  size  of  a  pin,  and  small  atheromatous 
Thorax, — Some  firm  adhesions  of   the  deposits  were  upon  it.    There  were  small 
pkune  on  the  left  side  ;  lungs,  heart,  liver,  dots  of  extravasated  blood  of  a  dark  red 
gall-bladder,  spleen,  pancreas,  and  stomach,  colour,  the  size  of  a  pin's  point,  in  the  right 
healthy.  L^  kidney  healthy  ;  right  slightly  lobe  of  the  cerebellum, 
marbled ;  both  of  the  natural  size.    Mucous  Thorax, — Slight  adhesions  of  the  pleurae 
membrane  of  the  ileum  very  slightly  injected,  on  the  left  side — the  lung  healthy  \  "awVierH^ 
No  nlceration  present.  adhesions  of  the  pVeura  oii^Jbft  tm^X.«A»— Viafc 
A  woman,  set,  51,  who  bad  been  a  boarder  lung  was  with  d\t&cu\V.^\aSusok  VQL\.\\N.^a&^^»'^- 
or  UBcared  patieat  in  St.  Luke's,    since  ded  aU  o^er  mtb  «u\iaTi  \9a3Q«tcNs»\  ^^'^'^^ 
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adark Tomict  near  ite  apex  and  poaterior  part.  Taberdes  are  not  often  met  with  in  the  8ab« 

Heart  healthy,  small,  a  firm  dark  coagolum  stance  of  the  brain ;  their  slow  growth  rarely 

in  the  left  Tentricle ;  stomach,  spleen,  pan-  interferes  with  the  fimctions  of  motion  or 

creas,  healthy ;  liver  pale,  of  a  dirty  white  sensation ;  if,  towards  the  dose  of  the  dis- 

ookmr,  and  of  a  fatty  consistence;  kidneys  ease,  there  is  aberration  of  intellect,  it  per- 

sniall,  and  very  slightly  marbled ;  their  cap-  takes  more  of  the  natnre  of  delirium  than 

soles  were  with  difficulty  separated.     Intes-  insanity. 

tines — there  was  a  small  portion  of  the  ilium        The  yentricles  are  frequently  distended 

constricted  to  the  sise  of  the  little  finger,  witii  fluid ;  their  walls  are  also  found  gaping 

extending  about  a  foot ;  the  mucous  li^ng  and  inelastic*     I  have  sometimes  seen  Teai- 

membrane  was  here  injected.  des  on  the  choroid  plexus,  and  once  I  found 

AlieraiioHi  qf  the  flbrotu  ttrueiure. —  sabulous  matter  deposited  in  it  when  it  waa 

Upon  slicing  the  substance    of   the  brain  absent  in  the  pineal  gland.  This  gland  I  hare 

numerous  bleeding  punctse  from  the  gaping  seen  conrerted  into  a  transparent  cyst,  a 

mouths  of  the  yessds  are  frequently  seen,  morbid  appearance  which  would  haye  been 

giring  it  the  appearance  of  being  sprinkled  highly  prized  by  a  disciple  of  Descartes, 
with  sand  —  the  atpeet  sabU  of   French        The  pons  varolii  is  occasionally  found 

writers.    This  varies  in  intensity  from  the  injected.     Upon  one  occasion  I  found  one 

lew  specks  seen  in  healthy  brains  to  patches  half  highly  vascular,  the  other  half  natural ; 

of   extravasated  blood,  a  deep   blush,  or  upon  another  occasion  I  found  a  ksion  in  an 

marbling  and  mottling  over  the  whole  sur-  interesting  case,  whidi  1  will  detail  to  you. 

Ihce  [firight's  plate].    We  have  a  salutary  A  young  woman  was  admitted  into  the  ho*- 

warning  from  Dr.  Seymour  not  to  lay  too  pital  March  19th,  1841.     She  was  a  nurse, 

much  stress  upon  this  appearance.     "  There  and  was  seized  with  mania  on  March  14th. 

Isy  peibaps,"  he  says,  "no  appearance  to  The  cause  of  her  illness  was  stated  to  be 

whidi  more  importance  has  been  attached  anxiety  in  having  to  leave  the  children  of 

than  to  congestion  of  the  vessels  of  the  whom  she  had  the  care,  as  she  was  about  to 

head ;  the  mechanical  physician  having  his  be  married.    The  evidences  of  her  insanity 

scruples  satisfied  by  a  very  slight  injection  were  incoherence,  exdtement ;  she  fancied 

of  the  vessels  of  the  brain,  while  the  morbid  she  was  nursing  a  child,  would  sing,  and 

anatomist  must  have  observed  almost  every  rock  herself  backwards  and  forwards,  &c. 
variety  of  intensity  of  this  appearance  often        Physical  iymptomg.  —  Very  weak  and 

nnatt^ided  by  corresponding  symptoms  of  emaciated ;  when  she  attempted  to  walk  she 

exdtement,  or  disturbance   of  the  brain,  staggered  from  side  to  side  as  if  she  waa 

during  life."    As  a  proof  that  these  remarks  drunk.  *  March  27th  she  was  attacked  with 

of  Dr.  Seymour's  are  just,  I  may  state  that  fever ;  violent  convulsions  soon  after  showed 

I  have  met  with  some  brains  in  madmen  themsdves,  which   succeeded  one  another 

marked  by  the  entire  absence  of  bleeding  very  rapidly.     She  died  April  2d,  1841. 
points. 

In  speaking  of  the  hardness  or  softness  of  Po9i-moriem  examination,  AprU  2,  half-paat 
the  brain  of  lunatics  I  shall  not  refer  to  ^  ^*^- 
cases  of  a  questionable  nature,  as  every  one  Body  emaciated.  Dura  mater  more  in- 
most have  seen  much  variety  of  density  in  jected  than  natural.  Arachnoid  and  pia 
this  organ,  depending  upon  the  time  of  mater  healthy,  except  that  the  vessels  of  the 
making  the  examination  after  death,  and  the  latter  were  turgid.  Convolutions  and  corti- 
season  of  the  year.  There  are  some  brains  cal  structure  natural.  Substance  of  the 
of  lunatics  which  are  remarkably  tough  and  brain  firm.  On  slidng  it  to  the  centrom 
elastic;  when  they  are  taken  from  the  cranium  ovale,  a  remarkable  difference  between  tbo 
they  preserve  their  shape  perfectly,  and  anterior  and  posterior  half  presented  itself, 
when  you  attempt  to  cut  Uiem  you  will  |be  former  being  of  a  natural  colour,  the 
think  your  scalpel  is  blunt,  however  sharp  it  latter  of  a  deep  red  ;  the  division  between 
may  really  be :  these  brains  appear  like  hard  the  white  and  red  colour  was  so  defined  that 
albumen.  On  the  other  hand,  the  brain  of  a  line  drawn  from  ear  to  ear  separated  the 
the  lunatic  is  found  remarkably  soft ;  and  one  from  the  other.  Fluid  blood  was  effosed 
when  taken  in  the  hand  feds  like  a  wet  over  the  surface  also  of  both  posterior  lobes ; 
sponge.  RamoUissement  is  not  very  uncom-  there  was  more  than  an  ounce  of  blood  left 
monly  met  with.  I  have  found  the  greatest  in  the  basis  cranii.  On  cutting  into  the 
degree  of  softening  correspond  with  a  spicula  pons  varolii  an  apoplectic  cyst  was  seen,  the 
of  bone  dther  adhering  to  the  cranium,  blood  contained  in  it  being  changed  and 
dura  mater,  or  arachnoid.  I  have,  however,  mixed  witii  the  broken-down  substance  of 
likewise  found  it  accompanied  with  atheroma-  the  pons.  Thorax.-^The  lungs  did  not 
tons  deposits  on  the  arteries ;  and,  on  the  collapse  on  opening  the  chest ;  they  felt 
other  hand,  I  have  found  a  spicula  of  bone  solid,  but  a  piece  placed  in  water  floated. 
P^^^j^  on  the  conroltttioDB  without  any  The  brondil  were  gpr^  mtVifra^^  mucus, 

in  thejMUtproMednpoa.  and  wcrt   deeply  Vniected.     Heart  i-^l?» 
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fliiriciiIo-TentricaUir  osthim  on  tlie  left  tide 
•mm  wo  tmail  that  it  hardly  admitted  the 
point  of  the  little  finger  to  paai  throogh,  as 
tho  mitral  ^alve  waa  nearly  obliterated,  not 
by  diaeaae,  for  it  was  perfectly  smooth,  but 
by  a  maUbnnation.  The  parietes  of  the 
IdFt  Tentride  were  thinner  than  natnral ; 
tboae  of  the  anride  thickened  and  dilated. 
The  Qtems  of  a  dusky  brown- colour,  from 
engorgements  of  the  vessels.  Spleen,  Hycr, 
kidneys,  oraries,  intestines,  healtiiy. 

It  now  only  remains  for  us  to  consider  the 
morbid  appearances  of  the  nenres.      The 
upon  this  part  of  our  subject  is  not 


■o  satisikctory  as  one  could  wish ;  we  cannot, 
howerer,  be  surprised  at  this,  considering 
how  difficult  it  is  to  detect  disease  of  the 
Bcnrea  even  in  those  cases  where  there  has 
been  great  ftmctional  disturbance  existing  in 
them  during  life.  Disease  may  spread  along 
a  aei^itiTe  nerve,  gradually  affecting  it  till 
the  spinal  marrow  becomes  involved ;  and  it 
b  probable  that  the  same  may  take  place 
with  regard  to  the  brain. 

In  January  1839,  I  attended  a  gentleman 
who  laboured  under  general  paralysis  occa- 
sioned by  taking  large  quantities  of  morphia 
to  rdieve  the  pain  of  tic  douloureux,  for 
whidi  the  supra-orbital  nerve  of  the  right 
dde  had  been  divided  previously.  He  died 
on  the  22d  Feb.  1840.  At  the  post-mortem 
eiamination  I  found  three  sharp  spiculsB  of 
bone  on  the  ridge  of  the  petrous  portion  of 
the  temporal  bone  under  the  fifth  and  seventh 
nerves.  In  tracing  the  auditory  nerve  to  its 
origin  in  the  fourth  ventricle,  the  iter  a  tertio 
ad  qnartnm  ventriculum  was  found  infiamed, 
and  the  floor  of  the  fourth  ventricle  pre- 
sented a  deep  blush  of  red,  and  was  some- 
what floftened,  the  transverse  white  bands 
being  faivolved.  In  this  case  hearing  was 
perfect.  "In  the  museum  at  Berlin," 
aooordlngtoMiiUer,  "  there  is  the  brain  of  a 
young  female  who,  in  consequence  of  a  fall 
vpon  the  neck  and  occiput,  was  gradually 
attacked  by  paralysis  of  the  whole  body ;  and 
here,  upon  the  floor  of  the  fourth  venhicle, 
and  npon  these  transverse  white  fibres,  an 
effbrion  of  lymph  had  taken  place,  although 
the  sense  of  bluing  had  not  suffered.  We 
must,  then,  agree  with  him  that  these  bands 
have  by  no  means  the  important  influence 
on  the  sense  of  hearing  which  is  often  attri- 
buted to  them."— Baly*s  Trans.  828. 

Disease  at  the  origin  of  the  nerves, 
although  the  most  careful  anatomist  may  fiedl 
to  detect  it,  is  doubtless  frequently  the  source 
to  which  the  subsequent  delusion  may  be 
traced. 

A  patient  under  the  care  of  my  father  in 
1813,  imagined  that  snakes  were  crawling 
about  his  arms,  and  frequently  asked  for  a 
knife  to  cut  thein  out.  At  the  post-mortem 
rumination,  on  opening  the  spinal  canal, 
Momethiag  haviag    the  appearance    whidi 


effiised  blood  assumes  after  it  has  been  de- 
posited a  considerable  time,  was  discovered 
lying  between  the  processes  of  the  vertebrtt 
and  the  membrane;  this  substance  was 
neariy  two  inches  and  a  half  in  length,  half 
an  inch  in  breadth,  and  one-sixth  of  an  inch 
in  thickness ;  it  extended  from  the  3d  to  the 
6th  cervical  vertdbra,  and  adhered  firmly  to 
the  bone. 

In  a  patient  who  died  of  epilepsy  oom- 
bined  with  general  paralysis,  and  who  fended 
that  wild  beasts  were  tearing  the  flesh  off  his 
back,  I  found  the  membranes  of  the  spinal 
marrow  injected,  and  the  minute  vessds  of 
the  oord  much  inflamed  in  the  cervical  region : 
its  cut  Burfeoe,  from  the  situation  of  the 
1st  to  that  of  the  7th  vertebra,  presented 
a  deep  blush  of  red. 

It  will  be  needless  that  I  should  take  up 
your  time  in  detailing  minutely  the  morbid 
appearances  which  I  have  found  in  the  viscera 
of  the  thorax  and  the  abdomen.  I  shall 
merely  state  them  in  a  general  manner. 

In  50  cases,  which  I  select  ftom  my 
case-book,  where  the  thorax  and  abdomen 
were  examined  the  lungs,  were  diseased 
in  31. 

Adhesion  of  the  pleurae  ...    in  25 

Effusion  into        „         ....  11 

Pneumonia 13 

Bronchitis 5 

Tubercles  and  Vomicae  ....  8 

Emphysema 3 

Gangrene   ........  2 

The  heart  was  diseased  in  .     .     .25 

Hypertrophy 12 

Diseased  valves 10 

Hypertrophy  with  dilatation    .     •  2 

Atrophy  with  dilatation ....  3 

Fluid  in  pericardium 4 

Flabby 6 

Alterations  in  the  liver  were  ob- 
served in 12 

Congested  in  .     •  ^  •    •    .    .     .  3 
Gall-bladder   contracted    without 

bile 2 

Gall-stones 5 

False  membrane  on  surfeoe ...  1 

Fatty  degeneration 1 

Granular 1 

Disease  of  the  kidneys   ....  19 

Disease  of  the  uterus  and  ovaries  .  7 

I  must  say,  in  justice  to  M.  Find's 
theory,  that  in  the  minority  of  the  cases  the 
intestines  were  only  partially  examined,  as  I 
often  had  to  work  single-handed,  and  had 
not  completed  my  labmirs  when  the  firiends 
came  for  the  coipse. 

Tint  intestines  were  found  diseased  in  12 
Mucous  lining  membrane  injected  in  .    6 

Ulceration  in 1 

Stricture  In      ....,«».    ^ 
Arch  of  \be  coVni  daif^afi«^V&  «    «    «   *L 
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make  on  tiie  caumioatioii  of  tha  bnm  of  following  fiusts,  and  to  show  that  care- 

iiuanity,  I  haye  to  draw  your  attentioii — lit,  ful  and  cantions  examinatioa  into  all 

To  the  many  different  morbid  appearances  the  circumBtances  is  essential  to  ffoard 

which  accompany  the  disease ;  2dly*  To  the  aeainst  over  hasty  and  unfounded  eon* 

many  similar  i^pearances  which  gi^e  rise  to  elusions.                                       « 

its  different  species,  and  are  found  where  ^  bottle  of  urine,  containing  about 

insanity  does  not  exist  j  the  best  proof  of  j^^f  ^  pint,  was  presented  to  me,  with 

which  is,  tiiat  I  haye  been  able  to  lUustrate  ^  request  to  examine  it,  and  report  the 

many  of  ^e  ^-mortem  alterations  by  the  ^^^      j  ^^^  informed  "  that,  on  ex- 

P^'*^?J•^!?*'^■^?\^lJ!^^^l  amination    previously,  it    was    found 

Now  although  we  "^y  ^f  ^  *«  the  ^^  y^^^^   ^fj^^£     ^  ^'   ^   effervesced 

substance  as  givmg  us  the  most  oonclusiye  *xi,i  „jjj,.     '  ^„^  „  'j^,/   on^^  .,«•„«, 

eridenceofyiriationsfromhealthystructure,  on  the  addition  of  an  acid.'      Theunne 

yetweareiarfrombcingable  tosayinwhat  when  presented  to  me  had  been  stand- 

the  first  departure  from  such  healthy  struc-  mg  at  rest  for  some  days,  was  clear 

hue  consists.    Do  we  caU  it  congestion  ?  and  transparent,  of  the  natural  colour, 

This  is  the  mere  effect  of  something  which  devoid  of  smell,  unctuous  to  the  toUch, 

has  caused  previous  irritation:   we  know  deepened  the  natural  blue  of  litmus 

well  how  different  in  their  nature  the  causes  paper,  but  strongly  afiected  turmeric, 

are  which  produce  congestion — whether  pas-  turning  it  to  a  reddish  brown.    To  the 

aion,  over-ezertion  of  intellect,  diseases  of  bottom  of  the  vessel  had  subsided  a 

the  heart  and  lungs,  stomach  and  intestines,  layer    of   a    whitish-looking   powder, 

narcotic  poisons,  &c.      It  would  appear,  somewhat  coloured  apparently  by  the 

then,  tiiat  beyond  what  morbid  anatomy  colouring  matter  of  the  urine.    This 

ti»chesus,tiiereissomechanpinU^^^^  powder,  on   subsequent    examination, 

whiuBh,  influenced  by  mdividualsusceptibihty,  '       ^^  ^^  ^ye  the  triple  phosphate,  with 

IS  tiie  pniMry  cause  of  tiie  various  pheno-  ^  ^^^^^  proportion  of  the  earthy  car- 

mena  which  we  recognise  m  madness.     In  v^^«*^«*^  n^„«  :*j:„«^i     a     -au   i»  t.* 

this,    as    in    every  ISier    disease,  morbid  ^"*^f  •    T^^s,  it  dissolved  with  slight 

anatomy  alone  cai^ot  guide  us  in  estoblish-  effervescence  in   diluted   hvdrochlonc 

ingjustricwsofpatiiology.    It  is  tiie  better,  acid,  and  fused  into  a  globule  before 

perhaps,  tiiat  such  is  tiie  case,  as  it  makes  the  blowpipe.    The  specific  gravity  of 

us  attend  more  particularly  to  the  symptoms  the  unnc  was   found   to   be  between 

during  life,  the  relief  of  which  is  of  far  1*033  and  1-034.    Such  were  the  more 

greater  importance  than  a  correct  knowledge  immediate  phenomena  in  this  case, 

of  the  primary  source  of  the  disease.  This  being  considered  a  case  of  highly 

alkaline  unne,  and  presenting  a  £edr 

'      ' opportunity   of    testing    the    efficacy 

OBSERVATIONS  oi,  hcnzoic  acid  in  restoring  alkaline 

o,,  urine  to  its  natural  acidulous  condition, 

CERTAIN  SOUECES  OF  FALLACY  ?SiB"'^a  '^« 'gi^en  Vl"  iS^anl 

IN  THERAPEUTICS :  repeated  three  times,  the  patient  taking 

THEIR  CAU8B8,  coNsxauxNCKS,  AND  TH»  thirty  grsins  in  all  between  Uiis  and  the 

MBANs  OF  pasTKNTiNG  THKM.  subsecjueut  visit.    The  urine  examined 

on  this  occasion  was  found  to  possess 

By  Bobxbt  Vbnablbs,  M.B.  &c.  Ac.  its    natural    acidulous    reaction  upon 

(«>.  /^  Zo^  Me^ica^  G^iU.)  !LT^,Ki£^h'.^l t^To  S 

—  ment,  and  presented  the  ordinary  sen- 

There  are  fallacies  in  anatomy ;  falla-  «ble  properties.                 ,     ,     , 

cies  in  physiology  and  pathology:  and,  -  The  inferences  about  to  be  drawn 

what  is  of  stUl  greatermomcnt,  falla-  ™™  ^he  phenomena  and  facts  above 

cies  in  medicine.     Hence  it  is  that  ^^l%ZT.r     -v. 

virtues  are  frequently  ascribed  to  par-  .,  *' J*?]  *"®  """.^'  ^^^?  ps«^  ^^ 

ticubr  remedies,  which  subsequent  ex-  *"«  ?laaa<^i',  was  in  a  highly  alkaline 

pcrience   or  more  ample  and  careful  ^o^^JJ^";  ,,        ,             ,, ._, 

observations  refuse  to  confirm.     This  -\  ^"*?  three^doses,  or  thirty  grains, 

is  much  to  be  lamented ;  because,  from  ?/  henzoic  acj?""l"  conformity  with 

a  first  disappointment,  really  valuable  the  views  of  Mr.  Ure,  that  this  acid 

remedies  are  often   consigned   to  un-  •  I  have  since  ascertained  that  such  wouM  be 

merited  neglect     Id  iiiustration  it  will  *•*•  rewiXt,  of  those  re-acttons,  mhicU  most  hava 

onlyperhap,  be  necessBTy  to  irtate  the  TSS^AV^'iTKr^^l'SS:?*- 
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undergoca  decomposition  in  imusii^  of  ammonia^  precipitated  a  single  par- 

and  appears  in  the  urine  as  hippurie  tide  of  earthy  matter. 
otmI— %ad  sufficed  to  restore  to  this        The  anomalous  characters  and  irrc- 

stronffly   alkaline   urine    its    normal  concileablephenomena  presented  hy  the 

aridiuons   reaction.     Several   of   the  urine  in  this  case  inclined  me  to  sus- 

phenomena,  however,  above  described,  pect  one  or  other  of  the  fixed  alkalies 

appeared  to  me  wholly  irreconcileable  m  a  carbonated  state  as  their  source, 

with  any  of  the  observed  and  known  and  I  determined,  in  the  first  instance, 

morbid  states  of  urine,  and  even  in  to  examine  for  potass,  as  admitting  of 

themselves  quite  incompatible.     The  more  positive  identification.    For  this 

urine  is  very  seldom  alkaline  when  purpose,  a  portion  of  the  urine  was 

first  voided.    Even  in  the  phosphatic  oiluted  with  rather  more  than  an  equal 

diathesis  it  is  either  neutral  for  the  volume  of  water  in  a  test- tube,  and  to 

mostpart,  or  even  acidulous*,  becoming  it  a  concentrated  solution  of  tartaric 

alkaline — ^in  a  time  greater  or  less,  in  acid  was  added  in  considerable  excess ; 

firoportion  to  the  severity  of  the  diathe-  violent  effervescence  took  place,  and  a 

sis— after  being   passed  f-    The  only  large  quantity  of  the  crystals  of  bitar- 

marked  exception  is  when  the  mucous  trate  of  potass  speedily  subsided,  and 

lining  of  the  bladder,  in  a  diseased  which,    when    completely    deposited, 

state,  throws  off  a  large  quantitv  of  exceeded  in  bulk  the  volume  of  urine 

vitiated  mucus,  the  fixed  alkali  of  which  employed  by  about  one-half.    A  volume 

reacting  on  the  urea  converts  this  prin-  of  the  urine  undiluted,  treated  in  the 

ciple  into  carbonate  of  ammonia  in  the  same  manner,  instantly  became  a  solid 

bladder,  and  the  urine  then  has  an  mass  of  crystals  of  cream  of  tartar.    On 

alkalinereaction  even  when  first  passed,  adding  to  a  portion  of  the  same  urine 

In  snch  cases,  too,  the  urine,  if  not  ac-  a  solution  of  chloride  of  calcium,  a 

tuallyputrescentwhen  voided,  speedily  lar^e  quantity  of  chalk,  or  carbonate 

putrefies,  and  exhales  a  strong  ammo-  of  lime,  separated  and  speedily  sub- 

niacal  odour.    Such  were  the  facts  in  sided.    Thus  the  presence  of  potass, 

the  case  detailed  by  Mr.  Ure.  and  of  carbonic  acid,  in  large  propor- 

Bot  the   case   under   consideration  tion,  were  unequivocally  proved, 
presented  no  such    phenomena,  and,        The  facts  above  stated  leave  no  doubt 

although  strongly  alkaline,  yet,  after  but  that  the  anomalies  furnished  by 

havinff  stood  for  four  or  five  days,  pre-  this  case  arose  entirelv  from  the  ar- 

sented  no  turbidness,  no  alkaline  odour,  tificial  impregnation  of  the  urine  with 

nor  any  mucous  subsidence.    The  spe-  carbonate  of  potass,  and  that  this  im- 

cific  gravity,  too,   1*033,  greatly  ex-  pregnation  had  been  effected  after  the 

ceeded  anv  compatible  with  the  sensi-  urine  had  been  voided  from  the  bladder. 

ble  conditions  or  properties  presented,  The   presence  of  carbonate  of  potass 

and  could   only,  pathologically  con-  does  not  form  the  principal  feature  in 

sidered,  result  ft-om  either  the  presence  the  anomaly,  as  it  is  well  known  that 

of  sugar,  or  an  excess  of  urea.    The  the  citrate,  tartrate,  acetate,  &c.,  are 

presence  of  sugar  was  negatived  bv  the  converted  in  trantitii,  and  appear  as 

sensible    properties — the    laree    aepo-  carbonate  of  potass  in  the  urine,  and 

sition   of   the    triple    phosphate,    the  may  be  delected  and  identified  by  the 

strongly  alkaUne  state,  and  the  capa-  appropriate  methods.    But  no  bladder, 

biH^  of  effervescence.     Neither  the  however  hardy  or  callous,  could  tolerate, 

nitnc  nor  the  oxalic  acid,  after  four  even  for  the  shortest  period,  urine  so 

hours,  separated  any  urea,  and  consc-  highly  loaded  with  carbonate  of  potass ; 

quently  tnis  principle  X  could  not  have  nor  could  it  endure  even  the  injection  of 

been  the  cause  of  the  high  specific  water  so  strongly  alkaline.    The  urine 

gravity.      The    usual    reagents,    also,  in  this  case  was  capable  of  dissolving, 

shewed  that  the  urine  was  completely  or  at  least  of  disorganising,  the  cuticle, 

freed    from  its    earthy  principles,  as  as  was  manifested  by  the  unctuosity  of 

neither  caustic  potsiss,  nor  even  oxalate  feel  which  it  communicated.    I  found 

that  it  takes  nearly  half  an  ounce  of 

~       '       ~       \     ~,  carbonate  of  potass  to  raise  the  ordinary 

•  The  term  mWuIom  it  to  be  understood  u  ^np^jfic  aravitv  of  half  a  nint  of  urine 

rHferrinfr  to  the  reiction  on  litmus  i*per.  specinc  ffraviiy  oi  nan  a  pini  oi  unnc 

t  See  Guide  to  the  Urinary  Cabinet,  &c.  to  that  of  the  specimen  in  question. 
iSulwMuentobBeTvaiion  slewed  this^^^^  ^  question  here  naturally  v^cscuUs 

to  be,  if  not  sctoally  deficient,  at  least  in  no  ,         *        *i.    •  •..    «     i.v.\«  \-.>.^«.«Non 

Seta*.  htow  was  l\vc  iTK^xxaV^  m\xv\^  vM.\axv^^ 
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eflfected  ?  was  the  adulteration  inten-  its  value  in  pathology,  or  the  benefits 

tional,  with  a  view  to  imposition ;  or  which  it  is  likely  to  confer  upon  prac- 

was  it  the  result  of  accident  rather  than  tical  medicine ;  hence  it  must  be  evident 

design?    Although  I  think  we  may  thatarigidexaminationof  the  premises 

generally  attribute  such  contaminations  is  as  essential  to  correctness  as  that  of 

to  design,  yet  I  have  been  informed  the  conclusion.    The  conclusion  may 

that  in  this  instance  there  was  no  as-  be  legitimate,  but  still,  if  the  premises 

signable  motive ;  on  the  contrary,  that  be  unfounded  or  erroneous,  evidently 

many  circumstances  concur  to  lead  to  a  the  conclusion  must  be  false, 
diametricallv  opposite  conclusion.   But       There  is  no  department  of  medicine 

although    these    circumstances    may  more  subject  to  fallacies  of  this  sort 

acquit  Uie  individual  of  any  attempt  at  than  that  of  urinary  diseases.    This, 

intentionaldeception,  still  they  will  not  perhaps,  is  owing  to  various  causes: 

alter  the  absolute  facts.    The  alkaline  tirst^  to  the  little  attention  given  by 

impregnation  might   have   been  the  earlier   observers   to   the   subject    in 

result  of  accident  from  hot  carefully  question;    secondlv,    the    ease    with 

examining  the  vessel  into  which  the  which  superficial  observers  may  be  im* 

urine  had   been  just  passed,  or  into  posed  upon,  either  through  accident  or 

which  it  was  subsequently  transferred*,  design.    But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 

Be  this  as  it  may,  still  the  history  pre-  greater  assiduity,  and  the  greater  de- 

sents  matter  by  no  means  uninteresting  gree  of  importance  attached  to  this 

in  several  points  of  view :  first,  it  shews  particular  subject  bv  more  modem  in- 

how  careful  and  diligent  we  should  quirers,  will  greatly  limit  both  such 

be  in  the  examination  and  analysis  of  rallacies  and  their  ordinary  causes, 
morbid  phenomena,  especially  if  in-        Since  the  above,  two  cases  of  alka- 

tended  as  the  basis  of  either  patho-  line  urine  have  presented  to  me,  in 

logical  or  therapeutical  inductions.    It  which  the  urine  was  alkaline,  or  at 

proves  the  necessitv  of  great  caution  least  neutral,  even  when  passed  from 

and  circumspection  before  we  admit  the  the  bladder;  and  the  general  details, 

natural  existence  of  such  phenomena,  perhaps,  may  form  a  useful  contrast  to 

more  especially  if  of  an  anomalous  or  the  al>ove.    They  both  occurred  with- 

incompatible  nature ;  and  that  we  do  in  a  few  days  of  each  other. 

not  reason  upon  nor  draw  conclusions         April  29th,  I  visited  Mr.  G ^ 

from  equivocal  facts.    Secondly,  how  who  came  to  London  from  the  country 

much  more  rigidly  and   strictly   we  in  consequence  of  the   state  of  his 

should  analyse  the  various  phenomena,  health.    He  complained  of  pain  in  his 

and  examine  their  compatibility,  when  loins,  and  pain  m  the  urethra,  espe- 

we  intend  them  as  the  foundations  for  daily   near   the    orifice,    on    passing 

special  therapeutical  axioms.  water.     Had  frequent   desire  to  pass 

To  apply  these  principles  in  the  pre-  water,  and  was  obliged  to  get  up  fre- 

sent  instance,  it  is  evident  that  a  bund  quently  in  the  course  of  the  night  to 

confidence  in  the  obvious  phenomena,  pass  it.     The  urine  on  being  voided 

and  an  over  anxiety  too  hastily   to  was  muddy,  alkaline,  or  perhaps  ra- 

corroborate  new  theories  or  moaem  ther  neutral,  not  rendering  turmeric 

discoveries,  might  have  led  to  serious  brown,  although  litmus  reddened  by  a 

errors,  not  only  as  regards  pathology,  very  weak  acid  was  after  a  minute  or 

but  also  therapeutics.  The  tnree  doses  two  turned  blue  again  ;    the  specific 

or  thirty  grains  of  benzoic  acid  might  gravity,  1*022,  never  getting  lower  than 

have  been  supposed  capable  of  render-  1*020  during  the  four  weeks  that  I 

Itkf  even  the  most  strongly  alkaline  have  been  attending,  at  least  twice  in 

unne  acidulous,  as  the  urine  passed  on  every  week.    Heated,  the  urine  coagu- 

the  first  visit  after  taking  benzoic  acid,  latea;  and  this  took  place  by  nitri<J 

but  in  the  presence  of  the  practitioner,  acid.    On  being  allowed  to  remain  at 

was  found,  so  far  from  possessing  any  rest  it  did  not  become  clear,  but  depo- 

alkalineproperty,tobenaturallyandun-  sited  a  quantity  of  purulent-looking 

equivocally  acidulous.  A  therapeutical  matter,  intermixed  with  blood,  the  red 

fiict.  especially  if  new  and  previously  particles  distinctly  shewing  themselves, 

unobserved,  commands  attention,  and  There  was  no  excess  of  urea;  on  the 

interests  in  a  degree  proportionate  to  contrary,  this  principle  might  be  con- 

«72i*i9>»diiie»wMbroaflitto,notpMiedin  «dered,  if  anytW,  Seficient.  A  strong 

^^pn9eaceof,tbemedlaUpnctitiooer,        ■  &cici  caused  slight  enervescence,  but 


CERTAIN  SOURCES  OF  FALLACY  IN  THERAPEUTICS.  417 

nothing  like  what  occurred  in  the  for-  tended  to  shew  that  the  tartaric  acid 

mer  case.    It  seemed  to  depend  upon  had  precipitated  the  earthy  tartrates, 

Cbe  presence  of  carbonate  or  ammonia,  principally  tartrate  of  lime,  and  that  the 

The  earthy  bases  were  not  in  excess.  proportion  of  the  earthy  bases  was  by  no 

May  2a,  I  was  requested  to  visit  means  great.     The  alkaline  bases  in 

Capt.  E~,   whose  symptoms  wore  these  instances,  if  we  except  ammonia, 

very  similar  to    those    above   stated,  seem  to  have  been  deficient.    The  am- 

The  urine,  passed  frequently  in  my  monia,  too,  will  perhaps  account  for  the 

presence,  was  turbid  on  being  passed ;  deficiency  of  urea,  as  it  was  probably 

it  was  occasionally  alkaline,  not  sen-  derived  from  the  conversion  of  this 

sibly  so  to  turmeric,  but  when  tested  principle  into  carbonate  of  ammonia. 

by  litmus  reddened  by  u  very  weak  It  is  evident,  however,  that  there  is  a 

acid    largely    diluted  ;     occasionally  marked  difference  in  both  the  sensible 

neutral ;     on  remaining   at   rest    for  and  chemical   properties  of  the  two 

a  time — 24  or  30  hours  —  deposited  specimens  of  urine  in  contrast  with. 

a  muco-purulent  deposit,  often  inter-  each  other. 

mixed  with  blood.     Specific   gravity        In  these  two  cases  I  endeavoared  to 

varying  from  1'019  to  1*022,  but  never  render  the  urine  acidulous,  by  means, 

becoming  clear.     No  urea  in  excess,  first,  of  hydrochloric  acid,  and,  failing, 

but    if   anything    deficient.      Earthy  I  conjoined  the  phosphoric.     After,  as 

bases   not  superabundant.     Exercise,  I  conceived,  a  sufficient  trial,  and  the 

such  as  walking  rather  fast,  or  an  un-  unne  still  remaining  neutral,  I  gave  the 

usual  distance,  causes  the  voiding  of  benzoic  acid  in  doses  of  fifteen  grains 

A  considerable  quantity  of  blood,  which  three  times  a  day.      In  the  case  of 

falls  to  the  bottom  as  a  clot,  while  a  Capt.  E.  the  urine  was  rendered  acidu- 

portion  of  the  red  particles  remain  uni-  lous  on  the  third  day,  and  continued 

formly  diffused  through  the  urine ;  and  so  although  left  exposed  for  several 

a  specimen  passed  on  the  lOth  instant,  days;  and  the  benzoic  gradually  was 

ana  left  at  rest  ever  since,  now  the  reduced  in  dose,  and  he  now  feels  to- 

28th,  exhibits  precisely  the  same  ap-  lerably  well. 

pearance,  viz,  a  portion  of  the  red  par-        In  the  case  of  Mr.  G.,  the  same  ef- 

ticles  still  uniformly  diffused.  feet  did  not  occur  for  two  or  three  days 

I  examined  the  effects  of  a  saturated  longer,  when  I  found  the  urine  imme- 

solution  of  tartaric  acid  in  excess  in  diately  on  being  voided  acidulous,  but 

these  cases.      An    effervescence  took  becoming  neutral  in  a  time  varying 

place ;  the  urine,  though  clear,  became  from  20  to  30  hours.      However,  the 

jcloudy,    and    gradually    deposited    a  last  time  I  examined  this  gentleman's 

muddy-looking  precipitate,  but  which  urine   I  found  it  much  improved,  al- 

evidently  had  not  the  crystalline  ap-  though  still  frequently  intermixed  with 

pearance  of  bi tartrate  of  potass,  nei-  blood  in  very  small  proportions,  but 

ther  did  it  form  or  separate  as  this  salt  the    intermixture    or    mucus    much 

invariably  does  when    suddenly  and  greater  than  natural,    although  now 

artificially  precipitated.     The  precipi-  greatly    reduced   from    what    it   had 

tate  collected,  washed,  dried,  and  heat-  been. 

ed  over  the  spirit-lamp,  became  black,        From  the  circumstances  just  now 

and  deposited  charcoal  evidently  from  detailed,  I  think  we  have  every  reason 

the  decomposition  of  the  tartaric  acid,  to  infer  that  benzoic    acid    exerts  a 

The  ash,  tested  by  an  acid,  feebly  ef-  greater  acidulating  agency  upon  neu- 

fervesced;  on  being  urged  by  a  stronger  tral  or  alkaline  urine,  than  the  acids 

heat — the  blow-pipe   m    a    platinum  upon  which  we  have  hitherto  relied 

spoon^it  diminished  in  bulk,  and  ulti-  for  this   purpose.     Thus  the  hydro- 

mately  became  white.    This  white  ash,  chloric,  and  the  phosphoric,  though 

applied  to  moistened  turmeric  paper,  tried  sufficiently,  had  not  the  desired 

turned  it  of  a  reddish  brown.    Another  effect;  but  in   a  comparatively  short 

portion,  dissolved  in  acetic  acid,  but  space  of  time  after  the  benzoic  acid 

feebly  diluted  \^nth  water,  without  ef*  had  been  administered,  the  urine  in 

fervescence,  and  the  solution  yielded  a  both  these  cases  became  acidulous ; 

precipitate  when  treated  witH  oxalate  and  exhibited  this  one  of  its  natural 

of  ammonia ;  nor  was  this  precipitate  characters  the  last  time  \.  VvaA  ^xv  ^^- 

diMolved  by  even  concentrated  acetic  portunity  ot  \tivc&\.\c;BL\\iv^  >\v^  \si».\.\sx^ 

acid,  however  considernble  the  quan-  and  whicYi  \«aaot\  uve  *2SA.  Vw&VkcvX..    \^* 

tity.     In  a  word,  all  the   evidence  is  true  that  na  Yv\^rocVv\ow  wv^V^^" 
Sll.^xxxii.  ^^ 


418  DR.  HUGHES'  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  THB 

phoric  acids  had  bean  givefi  in  the  experienced,  to  learn,  and  who,  there 

nrst  instance,  and  continued  at  the  fore,  will  not  hear;— those  who  are  in« 

same  time  with  the  benaoic,  it  may  be  capable  of  distinguishing  minute  differ- 

a  Qiatter  of  Question,  and  indeed  one  ences  of  sound  and  tone,  and  really 

difficult  to  determine,    whether  any,  cannot  hear ; — those  who  never  tried  to 

and  how  much,  of  the  acidulation  can  learn,  and,  consequently,  do  not  expect 

be  justly  attributed  to  each  a^nt.  to  hear; — and  those  who,  partly  from 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  evident  that  want  of  education,  and  partly  from  de- 

the  first  case  has  no  value  whatever  in  ficiency  of  tact,  combined  with  some 

a^  therap^eutical  point  of  view,  but  is  obtuseness  of  auditory  perception,  hear 

highly    instructive    as   shewing   how  imperfectly. 

easily  we  might  be  betrayed  into  er-  *'  Ah !    Dr.  Hughes,"   said   an  old 

TOTS,  and  of  serious  character.     The  and    really    experienced   practitioner 

two  latter  are  of  importance,  and  tend  to    me,   while    examining  the    chest 

mnch  to  corroborate,  or  rather  to  con-  of  a  medical  gentleman  m  a  distant 

firm,  the  therapeutical  principles  laid  part  of  Sussex,  "I  am  sorry  I  have 

down  by  Mr.  lire       No  doubt  they  not  learned  to  use  this  new  (means  of 

will    excite    to  farther  investigation,  examination ;  I  ought  to  have  done  so 

while  the  first  will  serve  as  a  beacon  before,  but  I  cannot  do  so  now."     I 

ia  guard  us  against  incautious  indue-  gave  a  very  decided  opinion  that  our 

tion,  and  satisfy  us  of  the  true  mode  patient  was  suffering  from  acute  tuber- 

of  giving  a  real  value  to  our  researches,  culous  disease  of  the  apex  of  the  right 

wl^ther  intended  as  philosophical  in-  lung,  and  prognosticated  a  not  very 

▼estigations,  or  therapeutical  facts  and  distant  fatal  termination  to  his  com- 

dbservations.  plaint.    This  opinion  was  received  with 

Sj  St.  Vincent  Place,  Citjr  Rotd,  ^ind  deference,  though  opposed  to  one 

May  29,1841.  previously    entertained.      My   senior 

friend  subsequently  told  me  in  private 


ILLUSTRATIONS  ^**»  *»  o^r  patient  had  already  been 

in  confinement,  he  feared  disease  of  the 

brain  more  than  of  the  lungs.    In  about 

ALLEGED  FALLACIES  OF  two  months  he  died  from  rapid  con- 

AUSCULTATION,  &c.  sumption. 

n    u    ik/r    u             «  **  ^  really  cannot  hear  it,"  said  a 

By  H.  M.  Hughes,  M.D.  gentleman  whose  attention  was  directed 

(^br  the  London  Medical  Oazeiie.J  ^  &  particularly  well-marked  pleuritic 

_.._  rubbing,  which  was  clearly  audible  by 

_                      1.         -       .-  *  number  of  pupils  who  immediately 

There  are,  perhaps,  few,  if  any,  mem-  afterwards  examined  the  patient    This 

bers  of  the  medical   profession  who  genUeman,  however,  acknowledged  that 

would,  at  the  present  day,  think  it  pro-  his  ear  is  far  from  being  delicate  m  refe- 

per  to  assert  that  the  practice  of  aus-  rence  to  other,  and  especially  as  to  muii- 

cnltation  and  percussion  had  not  ma-  cal,  sounds. 

terialljr  contributed  to  accuracy  of  diag-  «« As  to  your  pericardial  sounds,"  said 

nosis  in  thoracic,  and  m  some  forms  of  another,  "  I  don't  behevea  word  about 

abdominal,  disease.    Facts  almost  in-  them."     "Have  you  ever  heard  the 

numerable  would  be  adduced  to  con-  rubbing  noise  which  is  supposed  to  have 

Ihte  such  an  opinion.    But  there  are  its  seat  in  that  membrane  P"    «« No,  I 

not  a  few  who,  while  they  concede  to  never  tried."    A  case  was  pointed  out 

thestethoscopeand^ssimeteralimited  to  him  in  which  the  sound  was  es- 

praise,  appear  disposed  to  magnify  their  pecially  harsh  and   superficial.     He 

occasional  feilures,  and  relate,  with  a  acknowledged  it  was  strange,  and  dif- 

measureof  exull[ation,thecomparatively  ferent  from  any  thing  he  had  heard  be- 

rare  mistakes  of  those  who  take  a  hiffher  fore.  This  patient  recovered,  and,  when 

estimate  of  their  importance.     Such  adhesion  had  taken  place  and  the  sound 

persons  are  wnerally,  either  not  in  the  had  disappeared,  was  again  examined 

habit  of  employmgauscultation  in  their  by  the  same  individu^    Another  pa- 

wvesffgations,  or,  from  physical  defects  tient,  however,  in  the  wards  nearly  at 

or  want  of  pracUce,  are  incapable  of  the  same  time,  with  exactly  the  same 

fully  anpreciaung  Its  advantage.  They  physical  signs,  died,  and  was  exammed 

may,  I  think,  be  divided  into  those  who  after  death.    The  pericardium,  covered 

are  too  old,  or  consider  themselves  too  with  rough  solid  deposit,  was  shown  to 
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am,  and  he  was  convinced,  not  only  of  toms,  as  many  cases  might  be  adduced 

t  reality  of  the  soand,  but  also  of  the  in  which  a  correct  diagnosis  has  been 

correctness  of  the  usual  explanation  of  founded    upon    the   former  indepen- 

its  origin.   He  believed  in  trie  existence  dently  of  the  latter,  yet  is  it  incumoent 

of  a  pericardial  rubbing;  no  longer  upon  the   i>ractical   auscultator  dili- 

diought  it  itrtinge,  gently  to  weigh  every  feature,  and  each 

A  feUow  pupil,  now  dead,  having  attendant  circumstance,  of  the  com- 

tery  ^  considerable   talent,    but   com-  plaint  under  investigation,  and  in  all 

{mntively  little  experience  as  an  aus-  cases  to  exercise  his  judgment  as  well 

coltator,  and  not  possessing  the  ad-  as  his  hands  and  his  ears.    The  ste- 

vantaee  of  a  fine  ear,  was  accustomed,  thoscope  and    plessimeter  should   in 

pablicly,  to  dispute  the  reality  of  the  most  cases  be  regarded  as  very  impor- 

sonnd  last  referred  to,  which  had  then  tant  adjuvants  to  the  other  means  of 

been    only   recently  discovered,   but  arriving  at  a  correct  conclusion  as  to 

Which  has  since  proved  such  an  in-  the  nature  of  a  malady,  rather  than  as 

Talnable  aid  to  the  diagnosis  of  peri-  instruments  for  their  exclusion.     Mis- 

carditis.     But  the  principal  or  only  takes  have  perhaps  sometimes  arisen 

reason  he  was  accustomed  to  assign  for  from  neglect  of  these  considerations : 

his  incredulity  was  that  he  could  not  the  physical  indications  have  been  too 

distinguish  it  from  the  bellows  murmur  implicitly  trusted,  and  the  history  and 

or  other  sounds  arising  from  diseases  of  general    symptoms    have    been    too 

the  valves.    I  am  not  aware  whether  lightly  esteemed.    Fallacies  also  some- 

his  opinions  upon  this  subject  were  in  times  arise  from  a  disregard  of  the  fact, 

any  respeet  changed  or  modified  before  which  should  ever  be  Iwme  in  mind, 

his  death.  and  which  has  been  recently  forcibly 

The  preceding  are  genuine,  and  may,  stated  by  a  lecturer  on  clinical  medi- 

perhaps,  be  regarded  as  fair  examples  cine,  that  physical  signs,  with  very  few 

of  persons  who,  though  not  actual  ob-  exceptions  indeed,  are  indicative  not 

jectora  to,  or  detractors  from,  the  merits  of  particular  diseases,  but  of  physical 

of  "  physical  diagnosis,"  believe  that  conditions.    Thus  metallic  tinkling  in- 

ita  importance  has  been  too  highly  ex-  dicates  the  presence  of  an  admixture 

tolled,  snd  its  advantages  exaggerated,  of  gas  and  fluid  in  a  circumscribed 

Thatopinions  founded  upon  the  prac-  space,  and  may  exist  in  pneumo-lho- 

tice  of  auscultation  and  percussion,  as  rax,  a  large  vomica,  or  a  distended 

upon  every  other  mode  of  investigation,  stomach. 

are  liable  to  error,  is  of  course  readily  Fallacies  are  also  not  unfrequently 

conceded;    that    mistakes  sometimes  attributed  to  auscultation,   in  conse- 

oecmr  to  flie  most  experienced  is  un-  qpence  of  changes  taking  place  in  the 

deniable;  but  they  are  freauently,  per-  aiseased   organ    subsequently  to   the 

haps  generally,  attributable  either  to  examination,  and  to  the  expressed  opi- 

want  of  experience  or  the  too  hasty  "ion  of  the  physician.     After  death 

eondasions  of  the  auscultator.  fluid  is  found  m  the  pleura,  or  consoli- 

Toemploy  these  auh  to  diagnosis  with  dalion  of  the  lung,  or  a  cavity  is  disco- 
advantage,  they  should  be  used  con-  ▼ered,  the  presence  of  which  had  not 
stantly  and  for  a  long  period :  a  pro-  been  ascertained,  for  the  simple  reason 
tracted  education  is  required :  in  them,  that  it  did  not  exist  at  the  time  of  ex- 
as  in  other  arts,  practice  is  necessary  amination.  Rapid  changes  occurring 
for  perfection,  and  repeated  examina-  *  short  time  before  death  are  far  from 
tions  are  oficn  indispensable  to  correct-  uncommon,  and  unfounded  charges  of 
nesB.    Yet  the  mistakes  of  the  inex-  the  fallacies  of  auscultation  in  conse- 

grienced  are  sometimes  referred  to  as  qnence  are,  I  am  convinced,  not  unfre- 

e   fallacies  of   the   art  itself,    and  quent. 

opinions,  unwillingly    given   after   a  .  '  ^^^^^  ^^ow  relate  some  cases  occor- 

nngle  explanation,  are  advanced  as  "Pg  under  my  own  notice,  in  which, 

proofs  of  its  imperfections.  ^i"*  ^^  consideration  of  the  history. 

Though  it  may  not  be  correct  to  saiy  general  symptoms,  and  physical  signs 

that  in  all  cases,  and  under  all  circum-  conjoined,  fallacies,  apparent  or  real, 

stances,  the  auscultatory  or  other  phy-  might  have  existed,  without  aflTecting 

aical  signs  should  be  regarded  as  the  ^^  ^^^  remotest  degree  the  credit  of  the 

mere  handmaids  of  the  genetal  symp>  auscultator. 
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Case  L-^Ditease  of  the  lung ;  history.  Physical  signs  — The  entire  left  side 
symptoms,  and  some  of  the  physical  of  the  chest,  both  before  and  behind, 
signs,  those  of  empyema  and  pneumo"  afforded  very  eood,    perhaps  greater 
thorax,  than  the  natural,  resonance  on  percus- 
E.  G.,  aged  32,  a  small  woman  of  B[on ;  and  throughout  iU  whole  extent 
light  complexion,    married,    and  the  t^e  respiratory  murmur,  a  litUe  in- 
mother  of  several  children,  was  ad-  creased  m  intensity,  but  quite  free  from 
mitted  into  Guy's  Hospital,  Oct.   5,  rat^^es  or  other  morbid  sounds,  was 
1842.     Two  years  before  she  had  been  distinctly  audible.    The  right  side  was 
a  patient  of  the  Surrey  Dispensary,  considerably  altered  in  form,  was  flat- 
under  my  care,  suffering  from  what  was  tened  below  the  clavicle,  and  raised 
believed  to  be  empyema,  or  at  least  very  imperfectly    dunng   inspiration, 
chronic  pleuritic   effusion.     She  had  The  resonance  upon  percussion  ante- 
some  weeks  before  I  saw  her  been  at-  "oriy  was  generally  less  than  natural, 
lacked  with  pain  of  the  side,  which  J>ut  in  no  part  could  extreme  dulness 
was  then  enlarged  and  bulging,  quite  }>e  discovered,    while  in  the  inferior 
dull  on  percussion,  and  infenoriy  af-  lateral  region  there  occasionally,  but 
forded  no  traces  of  natural  respiration.  o"ly  occasionally,  existed  tympanitic 
She  continued  under  my  care  for  about  resonance.     Posterioriy  this  side  was 
a  fortnight   only,  dunng  which  she  Bcarcely  dull,  but  not  so  resonant  as  the 
certainly  improved  considerably  by  the  left.     Throughout  the  whole  of  the 
use  of  blisters,  slight  mercurials,  and  "PPer  part  of  the  right  side,  both  be- 
tonics.     She  then  went  into  the  coun-  ^ore  and  behind,  was  distinctly  heard 
try  for  two  weeks,  and  continued  to  a  loud  and  shrill  gurgling,  possessing 
improve  for  two  months  subsequently.  ?t  some  parts,  particularly  below  the 
She  became  pregnant,  and  during  her'  inferior  angle  of  the  scapula,  a  tolera- 
pregnancy,   which  terminated  in  the  hly  pure  metallic  character;  while  in 
birth  of  a  living  and  healthy  child,  she  ^^^  lower  parts  was  heard  a  loud,  shnll, 
suddenly  expectorated  a  large  quantity  *°d  loose  mucous  rattle.    The  voice 
of  fcDtid  yellow  matter.    Expectoration  also  was   loud,    shrill,    and    ringing, 
of  the  same  kind  of  matter  had  conti-  throughout  the  whole  of  this  side,  but 
nued,  and  had  caused  gradually  in-  especially  at  the  upper  part.    The  pa- 
creasing  debility  up  to  the  date  of  her  * Jent  was  too  feeble  to  attempt  succus- 
admission  into  the  hospital.    She  was  sion.     The  sounds  of  the  heart  were 
then  considerably  emaciated;  her  face  natural,  and  were  audible  in  the  prae- 
was  pale,  her  features  contracted,  and  cordial  region,  but  were  most  distinct 
the    expression   of   her    countenance  between  the  cartilages  of  the  second 
somewhat  anxious.    She  lay  upon  the  and  third  ribs  of  the  right  side,  where 
back,  with  considerable  inclination  to  alone  the  impulse  could  be  felt,  and 
the    right  side ;    her   cough  was   not  where  the  apex  of.  the  organ  appeared 
frequent  except  upon  motion,  but  was  constantly  to  strike  the  thoracic  pa- 
constantly  induced  by  turning  towards  nctes.     She  was  ordered  ten  grains  of 
the  left  side,  and  was  accompanied  by  compound  chalk  powder,  with  opium, 
an     abundant    expectoration,    which  in  a  draught  containing  ammonia  and 
streamed  from  her  mouth  almost  with-  gentian,  every  six  hours.    A  mutton- 
out  effort,  and  which  consisted  of  a  ehop,  two  eggs,  and  six  ounces  of  wine 
sero-purulent  fluid,  yellowish,  homo-  daily,    and    subsequently    an    opiate 
geneous,  frothless,   foetid,  and  of  the  enema  at  night,  as  the  diarrhoea  was 
consistence  and  tenacity  of  thin  gruel,  not  effectually  checked  by  the  medicine 
She  had  no  pain,  and  appeared  in  to-  previously  prescribed.    She  obviously 
lerable  spirits,    and  of   a  quiet  con-  improved  under  this,  treatment,    and 
tented   disposition.      She  had    never  appeared  to  gain  flesh;    but  as  she 
suffered  from  heemoptysis,  but  was  oc-  continued  to  sleep  badly  at  night,  half 
casionally  troubled  with  diarrhoea,  and  a  grain  of  opium,  with  ten  grains  of 
was  liable  to  hectic  flushes,  especially  compound  chalk  powder,  was  ordered 
of  the  left  cheek,  and  in  the  afternoon,  to  be  given  at  bedtime,  in  addition  to 
She  perspired  considerably  at  night;  her  other  medicines. 
and  though  she  continually  felt  drowsy  ^  November  6th  Mr.  Stocker  was 
(perhApB  from  medicine  administered),  called  to  her  on  account  of  a  severe 
w  sJept  but  little.  pain  of  the  left  side,  and  ordered  a 
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mutard  |>oultice  to  be  applied,  and  a  rounded  or  oval  form.  One,  however' 
pill  containing  antimony,  opium,  and  appeared  to  differ  from  all  the  rest :  it 
agrainof  calomel,  to  be  given  directly,  was  situated  about  the  centre  of  the 
and  to  be  rei>eated  every  four  hours  if  organ,  rather  posteriorly ;  it  was  of  the 
the  pain  continued.  The  next  day  the  superficial  extent  of  the  palm  of  the 
pain  was  relieved ;  and  as  she  had  no  hand,  very  shallow,  and  so  close  to  the 
fever,  and  no  increase  of  cough,  but  surface  as  to  be  covered  only  by  the 
was  still  troubled  with  diarrhcca,  and  thickened  pleura,  or  at  most  by  an  ex- 
too  low  for  physical  examination,  slie  ceedingly  thin  layer  of  the  tissue  of 
was  ordered  ammonia  and  decoction  of  the  lung,  if  indeed  any  could  he  proved 
bark,  with  twelve  grains  of  confection  io  exist.  Its  internal  surface  was 
of  opium,  every  six  hours,  and  half  a  smooth  and  polished,  crossed  by  thick 
grain  of  opium  if  the  pain  returned,  bunds,  and  was  continuous  with  the 
She  now  became  more  depressed ;  she  lining  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  several 
had  no  cough  ;  her  skin  was  generally  of  which  communicated  with  it  by 
moist;  and  she  died  rather  suddenly  large  openings.  The  whole  of  these 
during  the  night  of  November  1 0th.  cavities  were  quite  empty,  excepting 
Inspection  eleven  hours  after  death,  those  in  the  upper  lobe,  which  ap- 
— The  head  was  not  opened.  Thorax :  peared  not  yet  to  have  op^"^^^  ^^^^  I"® 
On  raising  the  sternum  the  heart  was  bronchi.  Abdomen :  Tlie  liver  was 
found  to  occupy  nearly  its  natural  si-  pale,  and  the  right  acute  edge  elon- 
tuation.  The  left  pleura  was  sliglitly  gated,  coarse,  and  tumid.  The  kid- 
adherent  inferiorly  by  tender  false  neys  were  firm,  and  slightly  granular; 
membrane,  evidently  the  result  of  re-  the  ovaries  hard,  wasted,  and  rugous ; 
cent  pleuiitis.  The  left  lung  was  large,  and  the  other  organs  examined  na- 
and  about  its  inferior  hair  was  of  a  tural. 

palish  red  colour,  fleshy  and  cedema-  Upon  a  review  of  all  the  circum- 
tous,  from  recent  pneumonia.  The  stances  connected  with  this  rare  and 
upper  half  was  tolerably  healthy,  and,  very  interesting  case,  it  will  be  observed 
as  well  as  the  inferior,  was  free  from  that  almost  every  thing  tended  to  sup- 
tubercular  deposit.  On  the  right  side  port  th^  notion  that  the  disease  was 
the  lung  was  so  firmly  adherent  to  the  empyema  with  pneumothorax.  The 
costal  pleura,  except  over  a  small  history  and  general  symptoms  in  par- 
space  inferiorly,  where  there  existed  ticularappeared  alone  sumcient  to  mark 
only  a  few  old  bridles,  as  not  to  be  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  complaint. 
detached  without  tearing  away  that  The  pain  of  the  side,  the  bulging  and 
membrane.  The  right  lung  was  much  immobility  of  the  part  affected,  the 
contracted ;  the  upper  third  was  of  a  subsequent  sudden  and  copious  expcc- 
dark  iron-grey  colour,  dense,  and  with-  toration  of  matter,  and  the  excretion  of 
out  air,  except  in  that  contained  in  the  same  for  many  months,  seemed 
some  enlarged  bronchial  tubes.  One  especially  to  attest  the  probability  of 
or  two  small  cavities  existed  therein,  that  disorder.  The  physical  signs, 
filled  with  dirty  yellow  pus,  around  though  imperfect  in  some  respects, 
which  the  lung  was  soft,  friable,  and  might  be  supposed  not  unnaturally  to 
uneven.  The  inferior  two-  thirds  of  the  confirm,  or  certainly  not  to  oppose,  the 
lung  contained  a  number  of  cavities  of  diagnosis  derived  from  the  general 
different  sizes,  in  the  midst  of  a  dirty  symptoms.  The  mis-shapen  and  con- 
gray-coloured  consolidated  pulmonary  tracted  parietes,  the  partial  dislocation 
tissue,  quite  devoid  of  air.  Among  of  the  heart,  the  loud  and  ringing 
these  cavities,  as  they  appeared  upon  voice,  the  shrill  metallic  gurgling, 
an  incision  being  made  into  the  organ,  the  occasional  tympanitic  resonance, 
were  some  evidently  produced  by  the  were  in  its  favour.  It  is  true  that 
section  of  greatly  dilated  bronchial  the  extended,  marked,  and  continued 
tubes ;  others,  varying  in  size  from  a  tympanitic  resonance  upon  percussion, 
pea  to  a  pullet's  eg^,  communicated  often  supposed  to  be  an  invariable  and 
freely  and  by  large  opening  with  the  almost  a  necessary  sign  of  pneumo- 
bronchial  tubes,  but  were  lined  with  a  thorax,  did  notexist.  But  independently 
soft,  loose,  flocculcnt,  but  not  decidedly  of  those  related  by  others,  I  nave  mv- 
membranous  substance,  which  alone  self  seen,  and  have  notes  of^  ql  ^eU.- 
separated  them  from  the  pulmonary  markedcaseoti^Tve\\mc5^wtA,\\vH(>c\^ 
tissue.     These   were  generally    of  a  at  no  period  N>;Yiv\eV\v^Y^NAR^^''^^'sc«^^ 
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under  mv  obscrvatiop  was  there  even  fixapiy  after  death,  thou|^  the  ezpee- 
£e  natur^  a^moimt  of  resonance  upon  toration  during  life  had  been  profuse, 
percussion.  It  is  also  true  that  the  The  heart,  which  had  been  distinctly 
pheppmena  produced  by  succussion  and  constantly  felt  pulsating  between 
were  not  ascertained  to  exist  These,  the  second  and  thurd  ribs  upon  the 
however,  might  have  been  present,  right  of  the  sternum,  drawn  over  by 
though  a  feeung  of  humanity  towards  the  contraction  of  the  diseased  side, 
the  suffering  and  debilitated  patient  assisted  probably  by  the  increased  ac- 
Would  not  permit  her  attendants  to  tion  and  development  of  the  left  lung, 
make  an  attempt  to  produce  them,  was  found  after  death,  and  when  that 
Upon  examination  after  death,  no  em-  lung  had  collapsed  by  the  admission  of 
pyema,  no  pneumothorax,  was  dis-  air  upon  the  thorax,  in  its  normal 
covered ;  and  though  the  physical  signs  position, 
were  admirably  and   beautifully  ex-  [To  be  oonthraed.] 

pldned  by  the  physical  conditions  that    

were  found  to  exist,  and  though  the        p  .  ^p.   ^p   MFNiNaiTis 
history  and  general  symptoms  might        CASE   OF   MENINGITIS. 

properly  cause  under  ordinary  circum-  By  Charlbs  Yimbs,  Esci. 

stances  those  physical  signs  to  be  attri-  Surgeon  to  the  RoMUnir  DifpeBMor* 

bufed  to  empyema  and  pneumothorax,  ^  j^^^  ^^^^  GaietUJ 

Set  might  the  case  be  adduced  as  an         f'^^'^  lAmmm  juemm*  wu^t^.j 
lustration  of  the  fallacies  of  ausculta-  

tion.  In  respect  to  the  true  morbid  Thx  following  case,  in  which  depletion 
anatomy  of  the  disease,  as  well  as  to  its  to  an  unusuu  extent  was  necessary, 
pathologv,  different  opinions  existed,  affords  also  a  few  other  points  of  in- 
Some  iMilieved  that  all  the  cavities,  of  terest. 

whatever  shape  and  fBse,  were  in  truth       Elizabeth  Joseph,  at.  19,  a  servant, 

mlated  bronchial  tubes,   and   others  of  plethoric  habit  and  nervous  tempera- 


exclusivcdy  correct — that  both  con-  and  shortly  afterwards  With  headache 
ditions  clearly  existed)  that  in  ilact  the  and  fever.  She  was  visited  for  the  first 
case  had  been  one  of  pleuro-peripneu-  time  at  Sin  the  evening,  and  presented 
mony,and  that  it  was  a  genuine  exam-  the  following  symptoms.  She  was  in 
pie  of  chronic  pneumonia  with  soften-  j^ed  lying  on  tier  back,  and  complained 
ing  and  dilated  bronchial  tubes,  with-  of  severe  lancinating  pains  in  the  fore- 
out  a  trace  of  tubercle ;  and  that  it  is  head  and  back  part  of  the  head  j  the 
even  highly  probable  that  the  large  su-  face  and  neck  flushed  i  slight  protrusion 
perficial  cavity,  with  scarcely  any  cover-  and  wildness  of  eyes ;  pupils  culated  and 
mg  but  the  pleura,  and  perhaps  with  insensible  to  Ught)  head  very  hot; 
that  of  the  costal  pleura  alone,  had  carotids  and  temporal  arteries  throbbed 
been  an  empyema  which  had  commu-  violently  ;  tongue  rather  coated,  but 
nicated  with  the  bronchial  tubes,  the  moist;  skin  hot  and  dry;  respiration 
air  from  which  had  not  extended  into  hurried,  unusual  quickness  of  hearing 
the  general  cavity  o(  tfee  pleura,  incon-  and  speech ;  nausea ;  pulse  130,  sharp, 
sequence  of  the  old  an4  firm  adhesion  contracted,  and  intermittent ;  bowels 
of  that  membrane.  It  is,  however,  ^ad  been  open  during  the  day, 
suflkient  for  my  present  purpose  to  rrta/meM/.— Bleeding  from  the  arm 
show  that  the  physical  state  was  exactly  in  the  upright  posture.  After  the  re- 
indicated  by  the  physical  signs,  that  moval  of  36  ounces  of  blood  frdntness 
there  existed  a  large  cavity  contain-  was  induced,  and  the  symptoms  were 
inff  air,  freely  communicating  with  much  relieved.  The  head  to  be  shaved 
ft  large  brpnehi^l  tnbe  immediately  and  an  evaporating  lotion  to  be  con- 
under  the  costal  pleura,  and  that  this  tinually  applied.  To  take  the  following 
was  clearly  indicated  by  auscultation,  powder  directly  : — 
Two  other  circuipstapces  are  worthy  of  „  »  ,  m.i  . ^  ^  n  i  t  i 
notice  befpre  dosiiig  the  remarks  npoa  ^  ^y^'  ^^^  .S'-  ^^^  ?  ^"^^^  ''•^• 
Jhia mtcrestipgcase!  All  the  cavWes  «^-  *^-  ^'  ^'  P*^^- 
m  the  lung  that  opened  into  tybes,  and  After  the  powder  had  operated,  the 
|Q1  tb^  tuo^s  tben^lves,  were  found  pills  and  mixture  as  follows : — 
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R  Hydr.  Cblorid. ;  Po]v.  Antim.  ma.  gr.  restless;  vomiting seveml  times;  sus- 

lii.i  Cofif.  q.  8.  ft  pU  vj.    Cap.  onam  pect  improper  food  was  taken  ycster- 

4U  quaque  hori.  day  ;  pupils  dilated  imd  sluggish ;  pulse 

R  liq.  Ant.  Potas.  Tart.  5v). ;  Magii.  100  and  thready ;  spasmodic  twitcnings 

Snlph.  3y. ;  Aq.  Men*  sat.  ad  Jvj.  ofthe  arms;  pain  at  the  back  part  uf  the 

M.  ft.  mist.  Cap.  coch.  ij.  mag.  2d&  head;  pain  in  bowels  with  tenesmus. 

H.  ^            » P^       ©•  P  •  »Po  difoontinue  the  calomel  and  antimony. 

Hie  diet  to  constat  of  grad,  tea  and  toast,  Took  12  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm; 

and  water.  directed  a  mustard  poultice  to  be  applied 

8th,  9  A.M.— Had  passed  a  sleepless  ^  the  bowels,  and  ordered  the  following 

night,  had  been  restless  and  incoherent ;  mixture : — 

all  the  symptoms  as  yesterday ;  bowels  {^  Potas.  Bicarb.  9lj. ;  Pulv.  Tragac.  Co. 

had  been  open ;  no  sickness  produced  3j. ;  Sp.  Ether  Nitr.  aa.  3j. ;  Aq.  Men. 

by  the  antimonial  mixture;  blood  taken  sat.  $▼).    M.  ft.  miat.  Cap.  oodi.  q. 

yesterday  highly  buffed  and  cupped.  mag.  4tA.  q.  h. 

So  long  as  the faintness  induced  by  the  iith..-Ha8  had  no  sleep;   bowels 

bk^dingcontmued.the  symptoms  were  ^^^^^  ^^^^ng  the  nigtt;   pupils 

rehevecT;  but  on  reaction  taking  place,  J^  ^^^^^^    pulse  90  and  soft ;    cito- 

they  again  recurred.  ^^^^  „^/  ^^  appearance,  being  a 

Ordered  another  full  bleeding,  and  30  fortnight  before  trie    proper    period; 

ounces  were  taken.    To  continue  the  pain  in  head  andbowels  relieved ;  symp- 

medidnes.  toms  altogether  better. 

9p.M.^The  bleeding  relieved  the  .12th.-5lept  five  hours  during  the 

head,  as  before,  about  four  hours,  when  P'ght;  general  condition  of  the  patient 

the  pain  returned ;  and  this  evening  all  *™K5iy*°%,     ^       n    ^i.     i        i 

the  ^ptoms  were  aggravated,    ^he  .  ^^^'-J^^P^ /'''}h  t^^  ^wels  con- 

pulse  ha^  become  rapd  and  thready;  fined.^  Ordered    the    foUowmg  mix- 

pain  in  the  head  excessive ;  the  blood  ^^^ ' 

taken  in  the  morning  was  cupped,  and  ^  Magnet.  Carbon.  5j. ;  Magnet.  Sulpb. 
exhibited  the  buffy   coat.      The  vein  3iij. ;  Sp.  Ether.  Nitr.  5i. ;  Aq.  Men. 
of  the  arm  was  again  opened,  and  16  sat.  ad.  Jyj.  M.  ft.  mist.  Cap.  coch.  ij. 
ounces  of  blood  removed,  which  re-  mag.  4ta.  q.  h. 
lieved  the  head  slightly.      Cupping  14th.— Passed  a  good  night;  lK>wels 
at  the   back    of  the  neck   was  then  had  been  open  twice ;  going  on  well, 
resorted    to,     and    16    ounces    were  i5th. — Going  on  favourably. 
taken.    This  last  abstraction  of  blood  17th. — Passed  a  sleepless  night;  corn- 
had  a  most  decided  effect  over  all  the  plained  of  pain  in  the  head  and  right 
symptoms.     The  pupils  immediately  side ;  head  not ;  pupils  again  dilated ; 
acted  fteely ;  the  pulse  became  soft  and  pulse  100,  and  thready ;  appeared  strange 
fell  to 90;  the  pain  in  the  head  was  and  incoherent  in  manner;    counte- 
qnite  relieved.  nance    vacant ;    answered   slowly    to 

To  eontinue  the  calomel  and  antimonial  questions;  skin  hot  and  dry;  boweb 

mixture,  and  a  blister  to  be  applied  to  confined. 

the  crown  of  the  head.  Bled  to  16  ounces.  To  repeat  the  cakwiel 

9th,  9  A.M.-Had  slept  well  at  in-  S*^"''^^^:^^^^!^*^*^*^^*]^!!^ 

tervals  during  the  night;    had  been  f'd  "'^th  ^^          *"  evaporaUng 

quite  free  from  pain ;  complained  of  *°°™'  ^  "^®  '**^' 

lightness  and  giddiness  of  the  head ;  ISth.—has  had  no  sleep ;  symptoms 

pulse  100,  fuller,  but  rather  sharp ;  re-  nearly  the  same  as  yesterday. 

spiration  less  hurried;  pupils  natural ;  ordered  a  blister  to  be  applied  to  the 

Dowels  open ;  tongue  clean  j  skin  moist ;  ^^^^  g^^n  ^f  ^^  i^^^^ 

expressed  herself  mucli  better.  ,  ^ ,      _       ^     .   _ 

19th.— Passed  a  better  night ;  symp- 

To  pontipue  the  medicines.  ^^^g  generally  relieved.     From  this 

9  P.M. — The  former  symptoms  had  period  a  gradual  restoration  to  health 

again  returned,  viz.  the  quick  thready  took  place,  and  in  two  months  the 

pulse,  with  pain  in  the  head.    Took  12  patient    was  enabled  to  resume    her 

ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm.  formersituation.  In  the  course  of  herre- 

10th»  -  Has  had  no  sleep ;  been  very  covery,  occasional  blisters  were  affiled 
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to  the  tem];>Ic8  and  behind  the  ears,  and  history,  that  two  or  three  relapses  oc- 
a  due  caution  observed  with  regard  to  curreo,  attributable,  1  believe,  to  im- 
diet  and  the  regulation  of  the  bowels.  proper  diet ;  so  complete  is  the  sym- 
Observations.  —  A  peculiarity  of  pathy  between  the  head  and  stomach, 
some  importance  in  the  symptoms  of  Thenslose  contiguity  of  the  brain  to  its 
this  patient  was,  the  occurrence  of  investing  membrane  renders  it  pro- 
dilated  pupil  and  insensibility  to  light  bable  that  those  cases  are  rare  in  which 
at  so  early  a  stage  of  the  disease.  It  inflammation  exists  in  one  tissue  with- 
cannot  be  supposed  that  thb  amaurotic  out  the  adjacent  one  being,  to  a  certain 
condition  of  the  eye  was  produced  by  extent,  implicated.  The  hitherto  im- 
effusion,  or  other  more  general  symp-  perfect  state  of  our  knowledge  in  this 
toms  of  coma  would  have  been  present ;  branch  of  pathology  ought  to  stimulate 
but  we  must,  1  think,  infer  that  it  arose  us  to  increased  exertion  and  most  atten- 
from  a  plethoric  or  congested  condition  tive  observation,  in  every  case  that  may 
of  the  vessels  immediately  supplying  occur  to  us.  The  experienced  Dr. 
the  ophthalmic  apparatus  exerting  an  Abercrombie,  to  whom  we  are  so  much 
undue  pressure  on  the  retina  and  optic  indebted  for  our  present  knowledge  of 
nerve ;  the  origin  of  this  cause  being  these  diseases,  confesses  that  we  are 
arterial  excitement,  just  as  in  the  first  often  at  a  loss  to  distinguish  the  true 
stage  of  cerebral  inflammation,  we  may  origin  of  the  symptoms, 
have  in  one  case  extreme  acuteness  of      

the  auditory  nerve,  in  another  extreme  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS. 

dulness,  admitting,  I  believe,  of  expla-  

nation  on  similar  principles. 

Anodier  symptom  worthy  of  notice,  "  ^'^nYe  i  at4en^?'iUEr.«Tr^  " 

was    the  peculiarly    rapid    pulse,    as  __^ 

though   receding   from    beneath    the  .    , «         ,        ^        ^. 

finger.    The  abstraction  of  blood  from  Practical  Remarks  on  Goni,  RhemnaUc 

the  nape  of  the  neck  appeared  to  afford  ^jf  ^'^/S  «"^  Chronic  Rheumatism  of 

much  more  decided  relief  than  general  J/  ^'^  Joints,  fire     By  R.  B.  Todd, 

blood-letting,  and  would  have  been  re-  "^   .;,  f^^'      London,  1843.      12mo. 

peated  but  for  the  strong  objection  of  PP*  -^'"^ 

the  patient ;  and  here  I  refer  with  great  Tnis  sensible  and  judicious  work  is  the 

pleasure    to    the     excellent     lectures  substance  of  the  Croonian  Lectures  dc- 

lately  delivered  by  Dr.  Burrows  before  livered  this  year  at  the  College  of  Phy- 

the  College  of  Physicians,  in  which  sicians.    Dr.  Todd's  object  is  to  show 

he  has  demonstrated  that   the  brain  that  rheumatic  fever  and  gout  are  dis- 

does  actually  contain  more  blood  at  eases  of  the  blood ;  his  book,  however, 

one  period  than  at  another,  and  con-  is  by  no  means  limited  to  the  proof  of 

sequently  that  local  depletion,  when  this  proposition,  but  is  full  of  practical 

properly  applied,  must  have  the  effect  hints. 

of  diminishing  vascular  plethora,  and,  We  are  much  pleased  with  the  author 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  vascular  forinsistingon  trie  importance  of  study- 
pressure  within  the  cranium.  In  ac-  ing  the  natural  history  of  disease; 
cordance  with  these  views,  I  would  without  which  we  cannot  assign  their 
suggest  that  in  severe  cases  of  cerebral  due  shares  to  nature  and  to  medicine 
congestion,  or  inflammation,  where  it  in  its  cure. 

is  desirable  to  produce  a  most  decided  Some  of  the  points  in  the  following 

and  speedy  effect  on  the  vascular  con-  extract  are  far  from  universally  known, 

dition  of  the  brain,  and  where  a  gene-  *'  The  sebaceous  glands  are  not  so 

ral  blood-letting  has  failed   to  effect  numerous  [as  the  sudoriferous  ones] ; 

this  important  object,  that  the  abstrac-  they  are  most  abundant  in  the  vicinity 

tion  of  blood  by  cupping  on  the  vertex  of  hairs.    Their  form  is  that  of  small 

of  the  head,  or  nape  of  the  neck,  is  a  vesicular  bags,  which  open  by  minute 

•  preferable  plan  to  the  application  of  orifices  into  a  hair  follicle,  or  quite 

leeches,  or  the  opening  or  tne  temporal  close  to  one.    When  sebaceous  matter 

artery,  the  cupping-glass  beine  applied  is    suffered    to   accumulate    in    these 

in  all  cases  wnere  practicable  to  the  glands,  a  peculiar  disease  of  the  skin 
crown  of  the  head,  at  the  junction  of .  is  induced,  called  acne,  which  ofter 

the  lambdoidal  and  sagittal  sutures,  shows  itself  on  the  face,  nose,  or  fore- 

Ic  will  be  remarked  in  the  preceding  head»  and  very  fre<yientlY  on.  the  backi 
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In  a  simple  form  the  accumulations  are  Vienna ;  and  the  general  and  medical 
denoted  by  numerous   black   points,  statistics  of  the  Austrian  empire. 
jffoduced-b^  particles  of  dust   being  The  general  hospital  contains  2,214 
entangled   m   the  sebaceous   matter,  beds,  and  receives  from  18,000  to  20,000 
which  chokes  the  orifices  of  the  glands,  patients  annually. 
The  skin  around  them  will  often  in-  The  lying-in  nospital  forms  part  of 
flame,  and  angry  pustules  result.  the  general  one,  and  themortality  in  it 
Nothing  favours  the  excretion  of  tliis  is  quite  frightful.    Of  4453  women  ad- 
sebaceous  matter  so  much  as  cleanli-  mitted  in  18^,  no  less  than  179  died — 
ness  and  friction.      If  any  additional  ou^ht  we  not  to  say  were  put  to  death  ? 
aigoments  were  wanting  to  enforce  the  This  is  a  mortality  of  1  in  25 ;  in  this 
propriety  of  adopting  means  for  these  country  1  in  80  or  100  is  the  common 
purposes,  it  is  derived  from  the  curious,  proportion  ;  but  even  this  is  so  much 
ana  in  some  measure  humiliating,  fact  greater  than  occurs  in  dispensary  prac- 
lately  discovered  by  Dr  Simon  of  Ber-  tice,  that  it  is  questionable  how  far 
lin,  that  these  glands  arc  the  habitat  lyinf^-in  hospitals  can  be  considered 
of  a  parasitic  insect,  which  has  been  chanties.    Tne  great  size  of  the  one  at 
called  the  entozoon  foUiculorum,    This  Vienna,  and  the  fact  of  its  forming  part 
creature  is  of  considerable  size,  and  may  of  the  colossal  general  hospital,  must 
exist  alone,  or  in  clusters  of  several,  in  tell  strongly  against  the  recovery  of 
asingle  gland.    In  the  perfectly  healthy  the  patients.    Women  in  child-bea  re- 
state they  are  few  in  number ;    but  quire  pure  air  above  all  things  ;  and  as 
when  sebaceous  matter,  their  proper  puerperal  fever  is,   unfortunately,  an 
food,  is  suffered  to  accumulate,  they  infectious  disease,  the  only  wholesome 
abound.    Through  the  kindness  of  my  hospital  for  their  care  would  be  a  series 
frieiid,  Mr.  Erasmus  Wilson,  who  has  of  cottages,  as  was  suggested  some  years 
lately  read  a  paper  to  the  Royal  Society  ago  by  Dr.  Ferguson. 
on  their  structure  and  habits,  I  have  The  tables  exhibiting  the  result  of 
been  enabled  to  see  the  insect  alive  25,90G  deliveries,  which  Mr.  Wilde  gives 
and  had  a  favourable  opportunity  of  at  p.  223,  et  seq.,  he  supposes  to  be  the 
watching  its  movements,  as  well  as  most  extensive  **  in  British  print ;"  but 
carefully  observing  its  form  and  struc-  we  think  he  will  find  more  comprehen- 
ture.    Cleanliness  and  friction  remove  sive  ones  at  the  end  of  Dr.  Merriman's 
sebaceous  matter,  and,  therefore,  op-  Treatise  on  Difficult  Parturition, 
pose  the  accumulation  of  those  insects;  Mr.  Wilde's  work  will  be  consulted 
and  the  local  application  of  a  solution  not  only  by  the  student  who  intends  to 
of  corrosive  sublimate  is  often  very  proceed  to  Vienna,  but  by  the  accom- 
beneficial  in  removing  the  points  of  plished   practitioner   who    desires    to 
mene  which  result  from  the  retention  of  improve   the  institutions  of  his  own 
the  sebaoBous  secretion.'' — p.  84-5.  country  by  culling  the  best  regulations 

of  foreign  states. 

Autirimi    its  Literary,  Scientific,  and  — i — 

Medical   Institutions,      With  Notes  The    British    Quarterly    Journal   of 

upon  the  present  State  of  Science,  and  Dental  Surgery,     Edited  by  J.  Ro- 

mGmide  to  the  Hospitals  and  Sanatory  bin  son,    Esq.      No.    1.      London, 

Establishments  of  Vienna.   By  W.  R.  March  1843.     8vo.  pp.  64.     With  a 

Wilde,     M.R.I.A.     &c.       Dublin,  Lithograph  and  Woodcuts. 

London,  and  Edinburgh,  1843.   8vo.  ^^^^^  ^j^^  ^^^.^^^^  .^  ^^^-^  ^^^^^  ^^ 

pp.  «£^.  jjjj^y  niention — A  review  of  dental  sur- 

Ahono  the  subjects  treated  of  by  Mr.  gery ;  Successful  treatment  of  irregu- 

Wilde,  are  the  present  state  of  science  larity  of  the  central  and  lateral  ind- 

in  Vienna ;  the  ^reat  General  Hospital ;  sores  in  an  adult,  by  the  editor ;  Report 

public  clinical  mstruction ;  the  youns  to  the  Academic  des  Sciences,  Paris,  on 

school  of  Vienna ;  auscultation,   ana  a  memoir  by  A.  Nasmyth,  £sc|. ;  Arti- 

pathological  anatomy ;   syphilis ;   the  ficial  Teeth ;    On  the  necessity  of  a 

lunatic    asylum  ;    midwifery  and  the  faculty  of  surgeon-dentists,  by  J.  L. 
lyinff-in  hospital;  the  foundling  hos-    Levison,  Esq.;    Scale  of  charts  in 

Jital;  the  veterinary  institution,  and    America;  Osseous  union  of  deciduous 
osephinum  Academy ;  homoeopathy,    teeth ;  A  case  of  com]j}Uc&le4  d.Q\9S;^\^ 
poor  Jaws,  and  minor  hospitals   of   congenital  \iatt-\\^>  ^\\}cl^xl^Ti&^'<s^^ 
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fonDBAon  fmi  projection  of  an  intair-  have  heea  fiivoured  with  some  of  the 

maxillary  bone,  by  John  Martin,  Esq.;  details  of  the  new  plan,  an4  lose  no 

The  process  ^T  4<^y?i<>P^«°J„^^  ^|f/  time  in  laying  them  before  our  readers, 

epithehum ;  Association  of  dental  sur-  _,.     ,    -^    * ,        ,                  ^^^*a. 

geons  J   Mania  from  decayed  teeth  ;  Six  houses  have  been  appropriated 

Sec.  by  the  Governors  of  St.  Bartholomew's 

Mr.  Robinson's  bold  ajttempt  (the  Hospital,  for  the  purpose  of  carryuig 

first  of  the  kind,  we  believe,  m  this  ^^^  ^he  Collegiate  system.     They  are 

country)    deserves    every   encourage-  ...      *  j  •  >i  i     o*     *     -^i.-    .v. 

ment ;  and,  by  securing  Uie  services  of  »^  s^^^t^d  in  Duke  Street,  within  the 

numerous  and  skilful  eolUtboratews,  hospital  walls,  and  will  be  finished  for 

he  will  be  certain  to  attain  success.  the  accommodation  of  twenty-four  stu- 


-  dents,  each  of  whom  will  have  his  se- 
parate sitting  and  bed-room.    The  sets 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  of  rooms  wiU  be  furnished  alike,  b«t 

-,  . .       w       ,^  ,0^0  the  rent,  of  course,  will  vaiy  in  propor- 

Fnday,  June  16, 1843.  ^.      ^     li.    j.  ^          -        ;,      ^    *^, 

'  tion  to  the  distance  from  the  ground. 

■  Its  precise  amount  is  not  yet  settled, 

" Licet  omnibM,  licet  etifm  inflii,di|fnitateiii  t^  .    -^        jii    t^      .          .j^         sttiyAt^nUi 

^r«#  if«lM»  tueri ;  poteitM  modo  venlendi  in  ^^^    "     ^*"    '^    ^^    ^^    Stuaents 

publicum  sit,  dicendi  periculom  non  recuio."  usually  pay.    Now,  it  has  been  stated 

CicKBo.  ^^^^  jj^g  average  cost  of  a  lodging  to  a 

medical  pupil  in    a  metropolitan  or 

THE  COLLEGIATE  SYSTEM.  great  provincial  town,  is  about  fpufteen 

All  who    have    read    the  Pickwick  shillings  a  week.    Assuming  this  to  be 

papers— that  is  to  say,  every  one —  pretty  near  the  mark,  we  should  coi|- 

must  h^ive  been  struck  with  the  say-  jecture  that  the  rents  for  apartpieuts  in 

ings  and  doings   of  certain  medical  Puke  Street  would  vary  fron^  ten  (o 

students  immortalized  in  the  pages  of  twenty  shillings  a  week.    Moderate  as 

the  great  novelist.     Unrivalled  as  he  these  rents  are,  they  will  no  doubt, 

is  in  his  delineations  of  the  more  un-  afibrd  a  fair  return  for  the  outlay :  so 

favourable  phases  of  London  life,  he  that  the  Governors  would  be  justified  in 

■  has  surpassed  himself  in  the  painful  thus  employing  the  i»x)perty  of  the 

fidelity   of    these    medical    sketches,  hospital,  even  were  we  to  look  upon 

After  making  a  slight  allowance  for  the  design  merely  in  the  narrow  light 

the  colouring   with  which  the  artist  of    a   commercial   speculation ;    but 

enriches  the  sombre  tints  of  dull  rea-  when  we  consider,  on  the  one  hand, 

lity,  what  is  left  is  enough  to  surprise  the  noble  object  which  is  to  be  fulfilled, 

the  indifferent  reader,  and  to  urge  the  and,  on  the  other,  scan  the  overflowing 

•  philanthropist  to    the    mitigation  of  coffers  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 

the   evils   so  picturesquely  described,  it  would  almost  be  a  crime  to  neglect 

Meantime,  while  the  benevolent  sa-  such  an  opportunity  of  benefiting  the 

tirist  attacks  the  present  system — the  common  weal. 

system  of  neglect— like  a  light-armed  Moreover,     a   dining-hall,   with   a 

hofseman,  the  heavy  cannon  of  grave  kitchen  and  other  offices,  will  be  built 

lemonstiance  and  entreaty  have  been  in   a  middle  space  between  the  six 

Lrongfat  against  it  by  other  writers,  houses,  thus  affording  a  comfortable 

U  is  satisfoctory  to  thinly  tbat  the  com-  japot  for  dining  to  resident  as  well  as 

bined  eff<Mts  of  these  allien  h%ve  pro-  son-resident  students }  while  it  is  ob- 

duced  some  effect,  and  that  the  coUe-  vioup  that  for  the  same  money  it  will 

giate  ^tem  will  probably  be  com-  be  easy  to  give  a  far  better  rept^t  than 

ioeaced  la  LoadoB  this  yeryyear.    We  at  the  chop-bouses  commonly  resorted 
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to.    The  bill  of  fiic€  will  probably  con-  will  be  pardeularly  invited,  but  not 

tain,  bcdd«t  the  established   dishes,  compelled  to  attend  it« 
iome  extra  lazuries,  like  the  commons       No  anangement  has  yet  been  made 

and  slangs  of  a  Cambridge  dinner,  for  the  inunediate  superintendence  of 

We  do  not  know  whether  it  is  intended  the  College,  nor  is  the  amount  of  dis- 

that  each  student  shall  dine  separately,  cipline  to  be  exercised  yet  determined 

after  the  fashion  of  a  chop-house,  or  upon.    The  general  opinion  is,  that 

together  in  the  style  of  a  tahU^'hdte;  there  must  be  a  resident  tutor,  one  who 

the  latter,  if  feasible,  should  be  pre-  by  his  standing  and  knowledge  should 

-fisnedi   for   the   gloomy  practice   of  exercise  authority,  even  when  silent. 

soUtary  repasts  is  one  of  the  most  un-  Some  have  suggested  that  a  senior  stup 

comfortable  points  about  English  man-  dent  would  be  fit  for  this  offices  but 

ners.    The  expenses  of  lodging  and  such  a  man  would  soon  become  either 

attendance  have  been  carefully  com-  a  spy  or  an  accomplice  in  the  frays 

pnted  from  the  known  expenditure  of  which  he  should  have  checked ;  and  if 

many  students  li^g,  as  they  ordina-  he  did  not  join  with  his  juniors,  they 

lily  do,  in  lodgings ;  and  both  the  rent  would  certainly    hate   and   probably 

and   cost   of  dinner   being   brought  annoy  him. 

within  those  limits,  it  is  pretty  clear       Whatever  he  is,  the  Warden  (as  he 

that  the  sum  total  of  the  comfortable  will  be  called)  must  have  educational 

will  be  less  than  that  of  the  uncom-  authority.  From  the  very  first  he  must 

ijortable  mode.  guide  the  studies  of  the  resident  pupils. 

Much  care  will  be  taken  to  prevent  and  examine  them  in  the  progress  they 

the   frauds   so   common   in  lodging-  have  made.    He  will  naturally  succeed 

houses, — frauds  which,  petty  though  to  the  lectureships  in  the  school,  or  it 

they  be,  are  provoking  in  themselves,  may,  probably,  be  deemed  necessary 

and  inconvenient  to  the  purse  of  the  that  he  should  already  hold  one  as  a 

young  beginner.    The  rooms  will  be  qualification  for  the  office  of  Warden, 
attended  by  laundresses  or  their  ana-       These  matters  are  still  open  for  dis- 

logoeti  persons  of  unimpeachable  ho-  cussion,  and,  indeed,  are  being   dis- 

nestyi   (and,   of  course,  anti-Hebes) ;  cussed  at  this  very  time.    Had  we  a 

and  by  them  breakfast,  tea,  and  small  vote  in  the  divan,  we  should  certainly 

mcali,  will  be  served  to  each  man  in  his  hold  up  hand  against  the  appointment 

own  room.    As  much  as  is  possible,  of  a  senior  student  as  Warden ;  for  this 

the  items  of  food,  drink,  coals,  candles,  officer  should  unquestionably  be  a  man 

fte.  will  be  supplied  by  persons  em-  who  has  held  a  diploma  for  several 

powered  by  the  managers  of  the  Col-  years,  and  who  is  visibly  older  than 

lege ;  and  their  accounts,  so  far  as  con-  the   oldest  pupil   committed   to    his 

eems   the   prices   charged,    will     be  charge. 
watched  by  the  same  authorities.  The  more  difficult  question  remains, 

But  it  is  time  to  quit  these  household  how  tight  should  the  reins  of  disci- 
details,  and  turn  to  the  weightier  mat-  pline  be  drawn,  to  observe  the  happy 
ten  of  discipline  and  superintendence,  mean  between  the  irritatingly  severe 
where  more  difference  of  opinion  must  and  the  uselessly  feeble.  We  may  ima- 
arise.  gine  some  objector  startled  at  the  very 

Divine   service  will   be   performed  name  of  discipline,  and  exclaiming — 

every  morning  at  eight  in  the  Hospital  **  What !  are  our  sons  never  to  see  real 

Church,  which  is  within  twenty  paces  life?    Is  mamma's  apron-string  to  h^ 
oftheCoUegezoomBf  and  the  students   indefimleVv  ptoXcmtg^  voX.^  v^  >^^^ 
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chain  of  constant  discipline  ?   Instead  be  no  course  of  demonstrations,  bat  a 

of  fine-spirited  men,  are  we  to  turn  out  course  of  lectures  on  descriptive  and 

-         .          J  v.^/                      c  surgical  anatomy ;  and  one  on  general 

the  pnm   and  bitter  progeny  of  re-  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  anatomy  and  physiology. 

straint,  like  so  many  victims  of  a  dis-  Mr.  Skey  has  been  appointed  lecturer 

senting  academy?"    By  no  means,  Sir  on  the  former,  and  Mr.  James  Paget  on 

Critic ;  nothing  of  the  kind  is  contem-  the  latter  subject.  ,  , .  ^  ^ 
,  .  ,  °  Dr.  Bright  has  resigned  his  office  at 
P^^^^  5  Guy's  Hospital,  and  Dr.  Golding  Bird 
Est  inter  Tanaim  quiddam,  socenimque  Vitelli ;  has  in  consequence  become  assistant- 
There  are  many  resting-places  between  physician.  .  ,  ^ 
♦I*-,  c  -«,^«  ^r  fK^  ««««i;of  ««^  *\>^  Mr.  Guthrie  has  retired  from  the 
the  Sawyer  of  the  novelist,  and  the  ^^.^^i^,^,^   ^^d  the  death  of  Mr. 

unfavourable  specimens  of  the  favoured  Tyrrell     occasioned    a     vacancy    at 

Caucasean  race  whom  you  hint  at  in  St.    Thomas's  Hospital,    which    was 

your  queries.  We  should  anticipate  that  fi^ed  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Macmurdo 

the  discipline    at    St.  Bartholomew's    on^e  14th. 

would  incline  to  the  side  of  the  agreea-  MEDICAL   REFORM 

ble ;  and  though  the  rigid  might  call  it  

lax,  the  lenient  would  not  term  it  se-  ^^  '^«  ^^^^^^  «/  ^^^  Medical  Gazette. 

vere.    Even  if,  in  the  course  of  years.  Sir, 

it  should  be  raised  to  the  pitch  of  our  I  conceive,  as  stated  in  my  last  letter,  that 

two  antique  Universities,  this  could  not  ^*  ".o«»y  by  sij  or  eight  apprentices  being 

\                           '            .    1       J  received  into  the  surgery  of  a  general  prac- 

be    called    unreasonably    strait-laced,  titioner,   that  proper  advantages  could  be 

nor  one  calculated  to  form  harsh  puri-  afforded  to  them,  or  proper  time  devoted  to 

tans,  instead  of  philanthropic  citizens  '^^^ir  «^*\*^f  ^«fj*  superintendancc.    I  pro. 

f  fK           M\  ^*^    ^°  detail  the  plan  by  which  I  consider 

01  the  woricl.  ^jj^i^  instruction  could  be  conducted. 

All    these    arrangements     will    be  If  the  practitioner's  private  practice  be 

brought  into  full  play,  it  is  hoped,  by  extensive,    an  assistant   should    be    kept, 

X   /\  A  I              J    r^i_                  1^        .  though  I   do  not  thmk    it  any  advantage 

next  October,   and    there  can   be   no  that  the  practice  should  exceed  lOOOror 

doubt  that  all  which  is  possible  to  make  1500  cases  yearly,  if  the  surgery  is  carried 

the  system  work  well,  will  be  done.  ^^  methodically ;  and  perhaps  it  might  be 

A  chief  mover  for  this  pxcpll*»nf  nnr  *°  ^°"^  measure  considered  the  perquisite 

A  cniei  mover  loi  tnis  excellent  pur-  ^^  ^he  junior  practitioner  to  receive  pupils  ; 

pose  among  the  hospital  authorities  is  and  it  must  be  confessed  in  many  instances 

the  treasurer,  a  man  of  strong  common  ^^  would  be  the  most  competent  histnictor 

sense,  and  thoroughly  devoted  to  the  ^  c^' *'jnf  "".K'^r""^"*'!,.        -i 

,        .    ,        -       ,    °,  "^               .      ,  aupposmg,  therefore,   eight  pupils  were 

hospital  and  school  j  a  man,  in  short,  taken,    they  might    be  divided    into  two 

of  genuine  English  energy.  classes  ;  one  class  taking  the  duties  of  the 

M  len  .^*„».  »»»»».«.   -:       'A                .  surgery,  the  other  confined  exclusively  to  the 

••  ftil  actum  reputans,  si  quid  superesset  agen-  „«^,  j„        t„    ♦u^                                 ..u     c 

dum-"         ^       ^          I-          -ft  study.      In   the   surgery,    again,   the  four 

'  might  alternate  morning  and  afternoon  in 

He    is  cordially    seconded   by    the  their  duties  of  dispensing  and  bookkeeping. 

chaplain,  and  by  all  the   influential  Again,  the  dispensing  admits  of  subdivision 

BOvemors*    so   that  we   mav  consider  "^^o .  "^"^pojja^^eous  prescriptions,   or  the 

governors,   so  mai  we  may  consiacr  p^ting  up  of  medicines  for  the  patients, 

the  approaching  good  to  be  not  merely  and  the  preparations  and  prescriptions  kept 

in  pone,  but  almost  in  eae,  always  ready,   as  the  preparations  of  all 

tinctures,  masses  of  pills,  &c.     The  book- 

^ww  .  ^,^«^  .^,  —  keeping  might  be  also  divided  into  thepost- 

CHANGES  IN  THE  HOSPITALS  ing  of  the  ledger  and  day-book,  and  into 

AND  SCHOOLS.  the  proper  keeping  of  the  drug-book,  regis- 

%r_    c—      .       1.     •            •        1  1  •     1  ters,  &c.  &.C.,  and  several  other  small  ao- 

Mr.  Stanlet  having  resigned  his  lee-  ^ouits,  the  deuil  of  which  wqpld  occupy 

tureshiD  on  anatomy  and  pbysioloey,  too  much  space  here.    Thespar^mcof  Ai 

It  has  been  determined   to  adopt  the  gtadcnts  in  the  surgery  could  be  occupied  in 

same  division  of  lectures  as  at  Kin^s  studies  of  several  subjects,  that  v^ould  not 

and  University  Colleges.     There  will  suffer  by  an  occaa\o\ia\  *m\ftitMv>asm,  ^ 
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tnnslatioiis  of  Latin,  Geiman,  French,  or  and  a  good  general  idea  of  the  situation  of 
Greek ;  the  practice  of  drawing,  and  read-  ail  the  mnscles. 
inga  in  the  materia  medica,  aa  in  Dra.  Phynology — the  mdiments. 
Pereira'a  or  Thomaon'a  works  ;  and  their  Medicine — the  theory,  especiaUj  as  treat- 
reading,  as  well  as  all  prescriptions  and  en-  ed  in  the  Conspectus  of  Gregory.  As  to 
tries,  should  be  overlooked  by  the  assistant  the  practice,  though  generally  considered  so 
or  master.  This  division  or  class  of  stu-  essential  a  part  of  apprenticeship  by  non- 
dents,  on  the  following  week  should  change  professional  persons,  most  medical  men  will 
places  with  the  other  class,  and  take  their  agree,  that  until  further  advance  is  made 
place  in  the  study.  in  physiology  and  the  theory  of  medicines, 

Hie  subjects  to  be  prosecuted  in  the  study  it  would  not  be  of  much  service.  If,  how- 
are  such  as  require  the  whole  and  uninter-  ever,  any  one  should  consider  it  advisable,  a 
mpted  attention,  as  anatomy  and  the  first  dispensary  can  be  supported  for  a  very 
principles  of  medicine ;  and  this  s|>ecies  of  small  annual  cost ;  and  many  charitable 
application  could  be  diversiiied  by  a  regular  persons  would  be  induced  to  lend  such  esta- 
time  in  the  laboratory  in  practising  chemical  blishment  their  help,  when  started  for  legi- 
manipulation,  taking,  perhaps,  the  25th  sec-  timate  purposes. 

tion  of  Faraday  for  their  direction ;  and  in         Toxicology — ^the  chemical  portion  prac- 

the  preparations  of  all  the  chemical  formulae  tically. 

in  the  London  Pharmacopoeia  ;  while  their         Natural  philosophy — the  outlines, 
hours  of  relaxation,   which  should  not  be        I  nee-.l  not  add  how  essential  it  would  be 

stinted,  might  be  taxed,  if  in  the  country,  that  the  master's  treatment  and  conduct  to- 

in  the    cultivation    of   the   many   medical  wards  his  pupil  should  be  strictly  in  accor- 

plants,  and  in  the  collection  of  herbs.  dance  with  the  rules  of  gentlemanly  bearing. 

The  students  should  be  called  upon  at  an  Such  things  having  been  heard  of,  it  is  id- 

eariy  hour  every  morning,  and  also  every  most  painAil  to  acknowledge  it,  as  a  diflfer- 

erening,  to  attend  a  lecture  on  a  subject  ence  made  to  the  apprentice  at  the  table, 

eonnected  with  their  studies,  especially  on  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  detrimental, 
nataral  philosophy  and  chemistry,  by  which         The  advantages'  of  a  sound  scientific  in- 

the  practitioner's  time  would  not  be  too  struction  of  the  apprentice  would  act  bene- 

mndi  interfered  with  ;  and  early  rising,  and  ficially,  both  mentally  and  morally, 
occapation  in  the  evenwg,  would  be  useful  in         Mentally — because  it  would  begin  early 

a  moral  view.      I  consider  that  instruction  to  instil    industrious  and  studious  habits, 

bf  lectures  is  also  essential,   because  stu-  and  because  the  pupil  would  go  to  town,  not 

dents  unused  to  this  method  at  first  cannot  only  with  a  sound  elementary  knowledge, 

learn  much  by  it ;  and  therefore  the  first  lee-  but  with  a  method  of  study ;  and,  to  use  the 

tnrea  in  town  are  often  wasted  and  lost  to  exact  words  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company, 

the  pupiL     The  master  would  often  have  the    "  neglect  of   regular  and  systematic 

opportunities  of  encouraging  the  proper  em-  study  will  usually  be  found  to  terminate  in 

ployment  of  the  hours  of  relaxation,  by  fos-  failure  and  disappointment ;"  and  it  would 

tering  any  desire  they  might  evince  for  any  also,  of  course,  greatly  facilitate  the  labour 

of  the  collateral  sciences,  as  in  the  collection  while  at  the  hospital,  and  therefore  give  the 

of  various  objects  of  natural  history,  geo-  greater  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  better 

logy,   and  mineralogy,   &c.,    and  also   by  insight  into  more  important  matters :  and, 

allowing  time  and  procuring  masters  for  morally,   because  it  would  be  no  difficult 

other  branches,  as  in  drawing,  modelling,  matter  to  show  that  the  dissipation  of  medi- 

casthig,  &o.  cal  students  on  their  arrival  in  London,  de- 

I  would  undertake  that  by  this  method,  pends  upon  the  idle  habits  engendered  during 

the  outline  of  which  is  here  sketched,  and  servitude,  and  from  the  sudden  escape  from 

the  details  of  which  would  be  filled  out  best  a  most  rigid  confinement  to  absolute  and 

by  each  person  for  himself,  that  any  pupil  ungovemed  liberty  :    besides,  the  previous    ■ 

in  three  years  might  be  sent  to  the  hospital,  instruction  would  give  them  an  immediate 

having  a  sound  elementary  knowledge  on  interest  in  all  the  lectures  they  are  now 

tiie  following  subjects : —  called  upon  to  attend,  and  from  the  first  it 

Slemeniary  and  practical  chemistry,  would  place  the  profession  of  their  own 

Botany — and  in  this  subject  considerable  choice  in  the  most  pleasing  and  fascinating 

progieas  might  be  made  by  the  aid  of  bota-  light,   and    it  would    therefore  strengthen 

nical  excursions.  their  predilection  for  it,  and  increase  their 

Pharmacy — by  the  actual  preparation  of  ardour  in  its  study. 
an  the  chemicals,  and  also  by  preparing  all        But  another  point  remains,  and  in  the 

the  extracts,  &c.  contained  in  the  Pharma-  natural  order  of  things  should  have  been 

copoeia.  first  discussed,  which  is— how  is  the  practi- 

Anatomy.  —  The    students    could    ob-  tioner  at  the  present  day  to  obtain  tliA  six. 

tain,  by  the  aid  of  platea  and  the  skeleton,  pnpila. 
M  tbonwgb  knowledge  of  human  osteology,        It  \%  beyond  sl  do^Xi  ^IScaSl  ^^  ts^t^wx  ^ 
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foaag  persons  enterinif  the  profession  has  axithorities,  witii  whose  regulations  it  is  per* 

tery  considerably  diminished  daring  the  last  ibetly  compatible  ;  or,  las^,  to  any  general 

ftrw  years ;  and  I  am  sore  that  in  my  Own  practitioner  who  may  think  well  -of  h,  who 

neighbourhood  there  is  scarcely  one  pupil  to  mi^t  adopt  it  without  any  alteration  what- 

A  down  practitioners.    The  current  seems  to  erer  eren  in  the  present  currictlla  taidng 

hove  turned,  and  is  now  directed  to  tiie  pro-  place. — I  am,  sir, 

fcssions  chiefly  of  engmeers,  barristers,  soli-  Your  obedient  servant, 

eitors,  all  whidi  reqvdre  either  no  examina-  W.  H.  O.  Sankbt. 

tkm,  or  a  very  slight  one.    There  is  little  Margate,  J  une  %  1848. 

doubt  but   the    difficulties  imposed   have 

acted  materially,  at  least  on  the  young  men 

fliemseWes ;  I  imagine,  therefore,  by  some-  DEATH  FROM  A  L\RGE   DOSE  OF 

i^at  dignifymg  the  apprentices  from  the  SULPHATE  OF  QUININE. 

mere  dispenser  of  medicines,  to  the  priTate  

pttpiL  would  hare  some  effect  in  increasing  .              ^ .                .           «.t     , .    ^  . 

5ie  supply.    Netertheless,  I  do  not  doubt  ^,  ^^  26  years  of  age,  No.  11   Sauit 

there  would  be  some  difficulty  at  first  in  Madelme  8  ward,  was  affected  with  acuta 

forming  such  an   establishment,  especially  "ticular  rheumatism ;  he  bad  been  shorUy 

with  parents  who  naturally  view  innoTation  before  treated  m  the  H6tel  Dten  for  amall- 

with  suspicion.  P^'*  '^"^  havmg  probably  left  the  hospital 

I  consider,'  however,  that  tiie  Apothe-  ^o  soon  was  exposed  to  cold,  and  contracted 

canes'  Company  especially,  by  whose  law  ^^^  rheumatism,  m  consequence  of  which 

it  is  that  apprentices  exist,  have  a  right  to  ^  '''*■  admitted  under  the  care  of  M.  Re- 

demand  a  matriculation.     Every  member  of  c«mieT  on  the  27th  of  November ;  he  then 

the  profession  will  cordially  jofai  in  acknow-  laboured  under  general  fever  without  any 

ledgment  of  the  services  which  they  have  compUcation ;  the  heart,  lungs,  aod  head 

rendered  the  profession  by  their  attention  to  ^e«  no*  implicated;   there  was  derange- 

the  studies  of  the  Ucentiates ;  but  the  Com-  »«>'  ^^  mteUigence ;   no  headache;  both 

psny  have  hitherto  confined  then- bye-Uws  to  wrtsts  were  very  painful  and  swollen,  but 

that  period  of  those  studies  that  commenced  the  skin  was  not  rod ;  the  knees  were  also 

after  the  student's  arrival  at  the  hospital;  and  painful,  but  m  a  leas  degree ;  no  pata  in  the 

happy  as  havebeen  the  results  already,  there  Wps.    The  diagnosis  was  thus  stated.    Aemi^ 

cannot  be  the  least  doubt  an  equaUy  bene-  rheumatiim  qf  ike  Joint*,  withfgwtr  ef  •»- 

fidal    effect    would  be   produced,    if   the  *«»»  inietuiiyt  as  to  the  prognosis  it  was 

same  superintendence  was  extended  to  that  stated   that  they   would    probably   be  of 

period  of  apprenticeship  prior  to  the  stu-  tolerably  long  duration ;  that  complioations 

dent's  attendance  at  the  hospital.     They  were  to  be  expected,  such  as  inflsBimatioil 

might  test  thestudent's  progress  by  a  matri-  of  tiie  serous  membranes  of  the^teraz, 

Ijolative  examination  of  a  very  elementary  through  nothing  of  the  kind  yet  exited, 

duuracter,  and  allow  the  present  curriculum  M.   Recamier  having  just  witnessed  an 

Of  studies  to  date  fh>m  such  matriculation,  admirable  cure  affected  in  an  analogous  ease. 

Indeed,  when  the  student  is  compelled  to  by  the  administration  of  sulphate  oc  qumine, 

pass  at  least  two  years  and  a  half  in  the  to  a  lady,  in  private  practice,  reaolved  to 

profession  before   he    arrives  in   town,  it  employ  the  same  treatment  in  this  ease.     He 

u  only  common  justice  to  ascertain   that  prescribed  the  first  day  three  grammes  (S6i 

proper  advantages  and  instruction  have  been  grains)  in  twelve  papers,  one  to  be  tak^ 

afforded  him,  and  it  would  be  by  no  means  every  hour.     No  bad  effiect  resulted, 

an  ill -spent  bounty,    if   some  substantial  The  next  day  the  pains  were  diminished 

reward  could  be  given  to  the  pupil  acquit-  in  the  lower  extremities,  but  were  more 

ting  himself  in  the  best  manner  at  such  severe  in  the  wrists.     On  a  careful  examina- 

examination.  tion  of  the  heart,  no  bruit  de  soufflet  could 

There  will  be  few  to  deny  that  education  be  detected,  but  its  pulsations  were  not 

to  the  extent  that  I  have  described  would  quite  so  distinctly  clear  as  natural. 

be  highly  desfa«ble.     I  trust  I  have  also  The  second  day  five  grammes  (77  grs.)  of 

shown  strong  reasons  why  that  education  sulphate  of  quinine  were  prescribed  ;  to  be 

diould  be  combined  with  the  sort  of  know-  taken  in  the  same  manner  as  the  first  day. 

le%e  to  be  obtained  only  in  the  surgery  of  The  patient  had  only  taken  3|  grammes 

the  general  practitioner ;  and  that  fnm  the  when  he  was  suddenly  attacked  with  extreme 

pupil's  age,  and  from  otiier  grounds,  the  agitation,  followed  by  fVirious  delirium,  and 

continuance  of   medical  apprenticeship  is  death  occurred  in  a  few  hoan. 

expedient.      I   have  also   endeavoured   to  On  dissection  the  signs  of  a  genelral  and 

pomt  out  how  an  improved  oducatioD  could  most  intense  meningitis  were  discovered ; 

be  eflb:ted|  and  I  leave  th«  method  to  the  considerable   sanguineous   effusion  of  the 

ooasidentha  of  aaj  whom  it  mav  roocem,  meninges ;  penetrated  vascularity  of  the  sur- 

^^^ictber  to  tibe  kghktnre  or  to  Vx  present  fMe  of  the  brain,  of  wY^<fti  wui%  ^ute. 
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more  tnteottly  liiltemed,  presented  a  com-  the  tanior»  which  wu  foand  to  niTolye  a 

menoement  of  softening;   the  quantity  of  great  portion  of  the  external  iliac  arterf; 

temm  in  the  Tentricles  was  natural.  we  continued  raising  the  peritoneum  till  we 

While  the  foregoing  case  was  in  progress,  came  to  a  part  of  the  artery  which  appeared 

a  similar  hut  less  d^astrons  one  occurred  to  be  healthy ;  this  was  about  one-half  an 

rnider  the  care  of  M.  Husson,  in  the  person  inch  above  the  bifurcation  of  the  common 

of  a  patient  affSected  with  symptoms  of  rheu-  iliac.     The  artery  was  separated  from  the 

malism,  closely  resembling  the  above  men-  vein  by  the  finger  nail,  and  a  silk  ligature 

tioned.     Six  grammes  of  sulphate  of  quinine  was  passed  underneath  firom  within  outwards, 

were  administered ;    after  the  ingestion  of  by  means  of  the  admirable  anenrismal  needle 

the  last  dose,  the  patient  fell  into  a  state  of  of  Professor  Gibson.     Notwithstanding  the 

prostration,   rapidly    followed  by  extreme  precautions  that  we  had  taken  to  have  the 

•gitatioa  and  delirium,  to  which  soon  sue-  bowels  well  evacuated,  and  the  length  of  our 

eeeded  exoessiTe  debility  and  complete  im-  first  incision,  it  was  some  time  before  we 

mobility.    The  pains,  however,  had  disap-  were  able  to  get  a  view  of  the  curve  of  the 

peered.— (rox.  diet  Hopitaux,  Dec.  8,  1842.  needle  still  held  under  the  artery,  on  account 

^^_^ ^^^  of  the  projection  of  the  tumor  and  the  pro- 
trusion of  the  abdominal  contents.   Finally, 

LIGATURE  OF  THE  COMMON  by  means  of  broad,  curved  steel  spatulas, 

ILIAC  ARTERY.  '^^^  drawing  forward  the  srtery  by  means  of 

the  aneurismal  needle  that  was  underneath, 

we  managed  to  get  a  view  of  the  common 

Da.  Pback,   one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Uiac  artery,  and  the  Uiac  vein  underneath,  on 

Pennsylvania  Hospital,  has  recently  tied  the  the  side  of  the  sacro-vertebral  promontory, 

eommoB    iliac  artery    with  success.     The  with  the  ureter  crossing  the  artery,   and 

operation  is  stated  by  the  author  to  have  attached  to  the  raised  peritoneum.     The 

been   '*a  modification   of   that  of  Sir  A.  ligature  was  without  the  slightest  difficulty 

Cooper,  but  retaining  the  great  advantage  passed  out  of  the  wound  by  the  watch-spring 

-t-Oat  of  the  greater  ftuiility  of  separating  of  the  needle,  and  was  tied  by  the  tips  of  the 

aalidy  the  peritoneum."     He  thus  describes  fingers  with  a  simple  double  knot;  both 

his  operation  :^  ends  of  the  ligature  were  allowed  to  remain 

Thepatient  having  had  his  groin  shaved,  and  hanging  together  from  the  wound.     Im- 

phued  upon  a  table  of  a  convenient  height,  mediately  the  pulsation  of  the  tumor  ceased, 

on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  August,  and  its  volume  sensibly  dimhiished.    The 

before  the  medical  class,  assisted  by  my  edges  of  the  wound  wera  brought  together 

oolleagaes,  Drs.  Rsndolph  and  Norris,  snd  by  three  interrupted  sutures  and  adhesive 

tke  experience  of  Dr.  J.  Rhea  Barton,  I  plaster,  and  dressed  with  Unt  spread  with 

Mtweeded  to  make  an  incision  seven  inches  cerate,  and  retained  by  two  adhesives  strips. 

fa  leogth  through  the  integuments,  com-  The  patient  was  removed  to  his  bed,  plsced 

mfiiring  at  a  point,  on  a  level  with  the  on  his  back,  his  leg  slightly  raised  by  a  pU- 

wabiliras,    two   inches  within   snd   three  low  under  the  knee,  his  shoulders  raised, 

bu3bm  above  the  anterior  superior  spfaious  his  body  flexed  and  inclined  towards  Oie 

process  of  tb»  ilium,  and  approaching  to  afiected  side.     The  needle  was  plsced  under 

within  an  inch  of  Poupart's  ligament,  and  the  artery  in  seventeen  minutes,  but  Airty 

tamimtAtg  one  hslf  an  inch   above   the  minutes    more    were  required   before   the 

OEtenod  ring;  this  divided  the  arteria  ad  patient  was  removed  to  his  bed.    Theliga- 

cntem,  wfakh  was  twisted  by  the  artery  for-  tare  came  away  on  the  35th  dnj.—Amerietm 

oepa;  no  ligature  was  required;  next  the  JoumaL 


•aperficial  fiiMcia  was  divided,  then  the  ten- 

doD  of  the  extermd  oblique  was  exposed,  WENZEL  THE  OCULIST, 

nieked,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  director  was  ^y  ^^^mjm^*j  *w*^  x^xyv*^*«x. 

eat  the  whole  length  of  the  first  incision  as  

hr  inwards  as  the  spermatic  cord.    Tliere  This  tradition  is  current  in  Vienna : — A 

was  oonnderable  difficulty  in  raising  up  the  lady  attached  to  the  court  of  the  empress, 

iMrar  edge  of  the  tendon  of  the  internal  becoming  blind,  was  pronounced  amaurotic 

ojbliqiie   and    transversalis,    owing  to    the  by  the  medical  man  called  in ;  her  malady 

fhirfrning  and  induration  of  the  surround-  continuing  to  increase,  the  Baron  Wensel 

lag  tissues  from  the  pressure  of  the  tumor :  was  sent  for,  end  he  at  once  declared  it  to 

tills  was  finally  accomplished  by  means  of  be  cataract,  and  operated  on  it  with  success, 

tiie  handle  of  tlie  knife,  and  a  careful  divi-  So  amazed  was  Maria  Tlieresa  at  this  dis- 

i|oa  of  the  layers  as  they  presented  them-  play  of  Austrisn  sorgery,  thst  she  forthwith 

adves,  until  we  arrived  at  the  peritoneum,  established  a  special  lertureship  of  ophthal- 

haiving  cot  some  of  the  fleshy  fibres  of  the  mology,  and  Berth  was  the  tlnit  ^SmXti^H^. 

tnatvenalis;  the  peritonenm  was  then  care-  this  c\iaiT  in  \11^\  andi  Vn  \11^  \db 

JkUf  and  with  some  dittcnky  detached  from  app<Anted  ocu\uA  \o  ^oms^V  W.    ^^ 
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mott  expert  extractor,  and  there  are  still 
aereral  who  have  witnesied  his  operations— 
the  inTention  and  use  of  Beer's  knife  (that 
now  so  generally  adopted)   is  in  a   great 
measure  due  to  him,  for  although  his  was 
longer  in  the  blade,  and  somewhat  broader  to- 
wards the  handle,  yet  it  was  upon  an  enlarged 
scale   the    same.      The    objections    urged 
.  against  it,  of  pricking  the  nose  from  the 
great  length  of  its  point,  and  not  cutting 
itself  out  (as  it  is  termed)  with  facility,  is 
now  obriated  in  that  introduced  by  his  pupil, 
Beer.     His  mode  of  operating  was  remark- 
able ;  he  did  not  require  an  assistant,  (and 
was,  perhaps,  the  first  oculist  who  did  not), 
but  placing  the  patient  standing  in  the  cor- 
ner of  the  room  near  a  window,  he  opened 
the  lids,  and  fixing  the  eye  with  one  hand, 
he  passed  his  knife  through  the  cornea  with 
the  other,  as  is  now  so  dexterously  performed 
by  Mr.  Alexander ;  but,  different  from  that 
very  distinguished  oculist,  he  stood  before 
his  patient.     It  is  needless  to  add  that  he 
was  ambidexter.     He  died  in   1818  ;    his 
portrait  bespeaks  him  a  man  of  noble  and 
prepossessing  appearance,  and  his  ad  cap- 
tandum,  but  engaging  manner  and  address, 
added  to  his  acknowl^ged  talents,  procured 
him  many  admirers. — Wilde* 9  Auatria, 

CASB  OF 
RHEUMATICO-CATARRHAL  FEVER 

WITH  METASTASIS  TO  THE  TOES. 

By  Dr.  Leopold  Beer,  of  Briinn. 

The  patient  was  tall,  and  eighteen  years  of 
age ;  the  prominent  symptoms  of  his  pro- 
tracted fever  were  weakness,  attenuation, 
sleeplessness,  snd  increasing  pain  in  the 
legs.  In  the  fourth  week  of  his  illness,  these 
pains  extended  to  the  soles  of  the  feet,  which 
were  sensitive  to  the  touch  ;  their  skin,  too, 
was  somewhat  reddened,  hot,  and  as  it  were, 
detached.  In-  the  5th  week  of  his  illness, 
the  nails,  all  of  which  projected  far  beyond 
Uie  toes,  degenerated,  and  were  unbearably 
painful,  when  pressed  towards  their  roots, 
sensations  which  extended  as  far  as  the 
knees.  Gradually,  and  with  considerable 
difiSculty,  the  horn-like  points  of  the  nails 
were  pulled  off;  and  first  of  all  dry,  and 
afterwards  fluid  pus  was  found  under  each 
one.  A  few  days  after  this  operation  the 
pains  disappeared,  and  the  patient  recovered 
perfectly. — Otterr.  med,  Woehen$ehr.  and 
Sekmidi*^  Jahrb. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

LIST  or  OBNTLBIfBN  ADMITTED  MEMBERS. 

Friday,  Jwm  9,  1843. 

B.  FUnipa.— J.  Lyddon.— P.  O.  Brieo.— J.  8.  S. 
^gr.—U.  GimJett.^r.  6.  Jackson.— J.  W. 
wn^wB.'-C.  RogenoD.^O,  E,  Aidrcd.— O.  R. 
JOUoit. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HAVB  RKCUTBO 
CERTIFICATES. 

Thursday,  June  8,  1843. 

R.  W.  Watkins,  Towcester,  Northampton- 
shire.—William  Fisher,  Kendal,  Westmoreland. 
— L.  Roberts,  Bxeter,  Devon.— R.  P.  Roberts, 
Denbig^h.— F.  J.  Genet,  London.— S.  Wilson, 
Gateshead  on  Tyne.— J.  Pestell,  Bedford.— J.  W. 
Tripe,  London.— B.  Bjrd,  Rusnerline.^J.  East- 
wood, Meltbam,  Yorkshire. 

Omitted  May  11— James  Phillips,  Redmth, 
Cornwall. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of   deaths  from   all 

causes  registered  in    the    week    ending 

Saturday,  June  3,  1843. 

Small  Pox A 

Measles   33 

Scarlatina  29 

Hoopmf  Ck>ugh  39 

Croup  ', >. 9 

Thrush    4 

Diarrhcnt    s 

Dysentery  % 

Cholera    i 

Influenza o 

Airue I 

Typhus    7S 

Rrysipelas 6 

Svphilis  1 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  an^  Senses . .  1S4 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    MS 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-yessels  ....  35 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Orf^ns  of  Digestion    <SS 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 2 

Childbed li 

Ovarian  Dropsy  O 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c O 

Rheumatism S 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 9 

Carbuncle 0 

Ulcer    0 

Fistula   I 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c I 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 77 

Old  ARreor  NaturalDecay 54 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lutempe* 

ranee    3S 

Causes  not  si)cci fled  10 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 875 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 
Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51°  37'  32'W. 
Longitude  iP  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich. 
Jiiiitf1R43.     Thermometer.   Baromrtkb. 

Wednesday  7 
Thursday  .  8 
Friday ...  9 
Saturday  .  10 
Sunday  .  .  11 
Monday  .  .  12 
Toesday    .  13 


Thermometer. 

fh>m  43  to  57 

48  63 
50      61 

49  64 

48      64      I 

47    67   : 

47      65 


29-84  to  90-70 

29*41 

39-57 

29-00 

39-97 

39-95 

39-80 


99^ 
90-86' 


30*92 

99^75 


Wind  8.  and  &W.  till  the  10th ;  since  N.W.  • 
and  North. 
Generally  cloudy,  with  frequent  rain. 
Rain  fsllen,  785  of  an  inch. 

CHARLE8  H«WRY  AdAMS.        * 


THE 


LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 


BEING   A 

WEEKLY  JOiJJJiMAL 

OF 


iMrtff  ine  anli  tfte  Collateral  §^t(tmta. 


FRIDAY,  JUNE  23,  1843. 


LECTURES  ^^^  mother  had  not  completed  her  seventh 

month  of  utero  gestation  ;  and  in  these  the 

OJ*  THB  children  passed  doable  through  the  pelvis. 

THEORY   AND    PRACTICE    OP  ?;•    '^.?!;^''  "^y*.'^   his   MS.   Lectures, 
■\yrTn\vrTT?r'Tjv  '     '  '^^  ^     much  m  authors  where 

MIDW  IFERY,  ^jjg  jiavel  is  said  to ^ present,  or,  on  the  con- 

Deliveredin  the  Theatre  of  St.  George**  trary,  where,  on  introducing  the  finger,  you 

Hohyitalf  f<^l  ()^e  middle  of  the  spine.    I  do  not  be- 
lieve there  is  the  possibility  of  such  a  thing 

By  Robert  Lee,  M.D.  F.R.S.  in  nature :  the  shape  of  Uie  uterus,  pelvis, 

&c.  all  deny  it."     Dr.  Denman  says,  "  I  do 

not  mention  the  marks  by  which  the  back, 

Lecture  XXXI.  bellv,  or  sides  might  be  distinguished,  be- 

On  Pretttnalnral  J^bonr,.    Prestation*  '=»"'«  *''?"'  ''"''T''  "'^^''I'^^Z  ™\* 

All  the  Tarieties  of  preternatural  labours  advance  foremost  into  the  pelvis,  in  the  com- 
have  usually  been  divided  into  two  orders ;  mencement  at  least  of  a  labour.'' 
the  first  comprehending  presentations  of  the  Presentations qf  the  shoulder  and  superior 
nates  and  inferior  extremities,  and  the  se-  extremities, — In  these  difficult  and  dange- 
cond  those  in  which  the  shoulder  and  supe-  rous  cases  of  pretemataral  labour,  usually 
rior  extremities  i)resent.  Case:*  in  which  the  called  cross  births,  the  foetus  lies  trans- 
back,  abdomen,  or  sides  of  the  fuetus  pre-  versely  in  the  uterus,  the  nates  and  lower 
Bent,  are  lo  rare,  that  some  practitioners  extremities  being  directed  to  one  iliiim,  and 
believe  it  to  be  almost  impossible  for  them  the  head  to  the  other,  and  the  abdomen 
ever  to  happen  at  the  foil  period.  backward  to  the  spine  of  the  mother,  or 
In  20,517  caaes,  delivered  in  the  Mater-  downward  to  the  os  uteri.  The  thirty-first 
nity  of  Paris,  Madame  Boivin  states,  that  no  table  of  Smellie  represents,  in  a  front  view 
instance  of  such  presentation  occurred  at  of  the  ]>elvis,  the  foetus  compressed  by  the 
the  full  term  of  gestation.  The  representa-  contraction  of  the  uterus  into  a  round  form, 
tions  which  have  been  given  by  her  in  the  the  fore  parts  of  the  former  being  towanls 
117th  and  118th  Plutus  of  her  Memorial  de  the  inferior  part  of  the  latter,  and  one  foot 
TAii  del  Accouchmcns,  of  presentations  of  and  hand  fallen  down  into  the  vagina.  (Ex- 
the  abdomen  and  back,  were  therefore  not  hibiting  it.) 

made  from  nature ;  and  I  can  hardly  believe        The  thirty-second  table  represents,  in  the 

that  a  foetus  ever  lay  within  the  uterus  with  same  view  with  the  former,  the  foetus  in  the 

Iris  heels  and  occiput  in  contact,  as  you  sec  contrary  position  :  the  breech  and  fore  parts 

deUneated  in  the  last  of  these  figures.  Smel-  being  towards  the  fundus  uteri,  the  left  arm 

lie's  33d  table,  which  exhibits  the  foetus  com-  in  the  vagina,  and  forearm  without  the  or 

pressed  into  a  round  form,  the  belly  or  externum,  the  shoulder  being  likewise  forced 

umbilical  r^ion  presenting  at  the  os  inter-  into  the  os  uteri.     (See  next  page.) 
niun,  and  the  funis   hanging  out  of   the        The  thirty-fourth  table  shows,  in  a  lateral 

vagina,  is  probably  also  to  a  great  degree  an  view  of  the  pelvis,  one  of  the  most  diflicult 

iflMginary  representation.    In  the  extensive  preternatural  cases,  the  left  shoulder,  breast, 

practice   of  Dr.  Merriman  and  his  uncle,  and  neck  of  the  foetus  presenting,  the  head 

Amounting  together  to  nearly  20,000  labours,  reflected  over  the  pubes  to  thfi  n%Vit  %VvcyQ\&Kc 

BO  instance  odcorrcd  of  either  of  these  pre-  and  bacV,  and  tYi«  foe^  vu'Wa^T^i^id^  ^t«X^^ 

meatmHoas,  except  in  one  or  two  cases  where  up  to  t\ifi  funiculi)  V>^e  ^Xcro*  ca«v\.\*KX*^  ^ 
812,— XXX  n.                                 '  ^^ 
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Uletl  liefbre  the  dicd: 


t,  long  ihwth 


e  fivoarable  cuei  of  ihoolder 
cnCntion,  the  uwrua  i«  widely  di. 
n  arc  ruptured  and 
int  iiijuar  amnii  auchargeJ  ;  and  no  dilH- 
cultf  ii  experimcfld  iti  paHaing  the  hand  Into 
the  utenu,  liyinf  hold  uf  the  feet,  and  ex- 
tracting; the  child  bf  the  ogieration  of 
turning.  If  tbe  nterui  U  not  contracting 
■trongljr  and  at  ihart  intemli,  little  reais- 
tance  i*  offered  to  the  introduction  of  the 
baiul,  and  the  deliver;  may  he  apeedily 
aeeompliahed  with  lafetf  both  to  the  mother 
■nd  liild.  Bat  if  the  membranei  have 
bnrit,  the  liquor  amnii  eicaped,  and  the 
nlenu  baa  been  contracting  firmly  upon  the 


a  hefore  the 


perati 


turning  ii  attempted,  the  child  i>  often 
de*tn>;ed  by  the  preuare,  and  the  coata  of 
eipoied  tn  great  danger  from 


hMod  ud  bringiag  down  the  feet.  The 
■hoaUcf  and  thorax  become  lo  strongly 
iaapacted  Id  tbe  pelria,  thai  great  force  ii 
It^nired  to  Introduce  the    band    into  the 


to  grasp  the  feet,  an 
neceisary  before  the  position  of  the  duld 
can  be  changed. 

In  other  aact  of  ehoalder  and  arm  pre> 
■entation,    (he   membninei  burtt   and   the 

of  labour,  and  the  os  nteri  ia  rigid  and  nndi- 
lated,  BO  that  tlie  hand  cannot  be  jnwril 
into  the  uterua  sftei  the  labour  hai  con- 
tinued many  honra.  The  diffienn;^  and 
danger  of  theM  cases  are  greatly  incnaaeii 
when  then  terus  is  contracting  with  TioloDeB, 
and  the  peliia  ia  distorted,  or  a  diipiopor- 
tion  exiita  between  the  child  and  pdvia  fron 
any  other  cauae.  He  greater  nomber  of  wooun , 
if  abandoned  to  the  efforts  of  oatuai  nndv 
these  circumstoncea—the  utenu  hiring  no 
power  Co  alter  the  position  of  Uie  fnetsi, 
would  ultimately  dia  undeliTvred  from  8K- 
hanation  or  ruptore  of  the  ntsnu  and  te* 
gina.  Where  the  pelvia  ia  lup,  tha  totu 
premature  and  dead,  and  the  utoiae  aollOM 
atrong,  the  child,  it  is  tnie.  hta  ■iiniill—i. 
where  no  aititicial  asaiatance  is  aSbrdid,  bsiB 
eipelled  double,  or  what  has  boea  saOad  b; 
Dr.  Dtnman  apontaneoos  oroUtleB  g(  Ih* 
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child  hai  t«km  place.     The  arm  bera  de-  ao-dfU   dc    I'ordin^rc  :    puuqae    ionrent 

■OBuU,   ud    the  ahonlder    and   thorn  are  apre*  lei  frnca  eortia  avec  Ic*  caisMa  re. 

(breed  lower  md  lower  into  the  pelTii,  and  pli^  nir  le  Tentre,  la  tfCe  a  encore  peine 

gradoaUf   adTance  by  the   puni    till   they  i  tranchle  ce  detroit :  quoad  ['enfant  plie 

escape  thnmgb  the  ontlet,  ud  the  head  and  en  deni  k  lea  feaaea  an  paaaage,  il  hot  le 

other  parta  *oon  fellow.    TU«  eipnlaion  of  toom^  aloraleTenlreea  deuoaa.tnettantlea 

the  foetm  donble  w«a  obaerted  by  Puioa,  doigti  de  cb&qae  main  dam  aes  sion,  ee  qui 

and    the    proper    treatmcDt    reoammended  i'n^te  foK  ala^ent,  eC  le  degajement  de 

where  it  wu  aboot  to  take  place.     He  aaya,  aea   I^eds   ne  donne   pai  pliii  de  peine." 

"  Si  Tenhnt  pli£  en  deni  *e  pridpitv  daaa  Dr.  Denman  obsened  a  coniider^le  nam- 

I'orince  et  qn'il  a'engage  aoaiHtt  lei  eani  her  oT  oaiea  of  sbontder  and  arm  piewnla- 

p«rc£e«,  lea  doulenrs  continoant  it  porter  tion  ill  which  tb«  child  wu  expelled  doable, 

en  baa,  il  Tant  mieai  laiaier  Teiur  I'Mkhnt  and  he  gne  the  following  lecoont  of  the 

dana  oe«e  dtuation,  qne  de  hire  Tioleaee  k  procaia.     "  Ai  to  tiia  aunner  in  which  thii 

la  matrice  poar  iller  Aettber  lei  pieil*,  orolatioti  tikei  l^iee,  I  pranme  that  after 

I'enfiqt  ne  pjrit  pai  poar  i^nir  de  cett«  Ae  k^-cootlnaad  action  of  the  nterai  the 

fison :  U  D'oovre  pu  wan  pini  nne  ftmnu  bod;r  of  the  child  ia  bToa(,(A  n^  «ad»  >. 


the  mini  Hme.  in  ferm  nf  a  long  slieatb 
roand  Ihe  bod  j  of  the  fatns.  (Ser  DbJl  page.) 
In  M>Di«  fsvouriilile  cuee  of  abaulder  and 
•rin  pmenUtion.  the  uterus  u  widsl;  di- 
lated before  the  mcmbriuiis  ore  ruptured  and 
the  liquor  amnij  diBcbarged  :  and  no  dilB- 

Icolljr  ia  experienaed  tii  iiaaaiag  the  hand  iuto 
the  Dtenu,  hjiag  hold  of  the  fevl.  and  tx- 
IroctiDg  the  child  by  the  operation  of 
taming.  If  the  utertu  ia  not  contracting 
(trongi;  and  at  short  JDlervali,  little  reiia- 
tance  U  offered  to  the  iulrodoction  of  the 
hind,  and  the  dehverjr  may  be  gpeedilif 
WDompliihcd  nith  lafai;  both  to  the  mother 
and  ohiJd.  Bat  if  the  membranca  have 
bwal,  the  liqaor  amnii  eicaped,  and  the 
■l(«riu  baa  been  contiscting  firmlj  upon  the 
child  many  hours  before  the  operation  of 
turning  li  attninpted,  the  child  ii  often 
dEitioyed  by  Iht  prruun,  and  the  coala  of 
tli«  ntenu  upottd  to  ^roat  danger  from 
eoBtiuion  and  lacenllon  i&  iMuaing  np  the 
band  md  bringiuf  dnnn  Uie  feel.  The 
ihoaldM'  and  Ihorsi  becnme  no  ilrangly 
1^ 
: 


•    the    hand    tnlo  the 


utcriu  to  graep  the  feet,  and  in««h  eiwrtioi 
nejienary  heTnre  the  ]iQsiliDn  of  the  cfatU 
can  be  change  J. 

In  other  casea  of  ahoulder  and  arm  prs* 
senlation,  the  membranes  buret  and  thO 
liquor  amnli  esiuipes  at  the  n 
of  labour,  and  the  os  uteri  ii  rigid  and  undl- 
lated,  ao  that  the  hnnd  cannnl  be  paa 
into  the  uterus  after  the  labour  hns  c 
tinned  many  houra.  The  difGcutty  and 
danger  of  these  cases  are  greatly  ii  * 

when  theu  terua  is  contracting  with  vioienoe, 
and  the  pelvii  is  distorted,  or  a  dispropor- 
tion eiiat*  between  the  chilil  and  peUii  from 
anjothercauae.The  greate  rnamberorvomen, 
if  abandoned  to  the  eObrta  of  nature  under    , 

power  (o  alter  the  position  of  the  farun . 
iTould  olCimaLely  die  undelivered  from  el-  4 
bauation  or  rupture  of  the  uterus  and  va-  | 
gina.  Where  the  pelvis  is  iargo.  the  ftetua 
prcmalare  and  dead,  and  the  uterine  aelioil 
Btrong,  the  child,  it  it  true,  bai  sometimes, 
where  nn  arUtinal  aawsCance  it  afforded,  been 
expelled  donble  or  what  haa  been  called  bjr 
Dr.  DtTAian  ^^b^tAo^t  v^QWCum  <A  ^Jua  J 
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A\U  bM  taken  pUc«.  The  arm  hen  de- 
modi,  and  the  ihoalder  and  thorn  are 
Ibmd  lower  and  lower  into  the  pelTii,  and 
gndnally  adTance  by  the  paina  till  thej 
Mcape  through  the  outlet,  and  the  head  and 
other  parti  loon  follow.  lUi  eipnlnon  of 
the  fcatm  doable  wai  obnrred  bf  Puioi, 
and  the  proper  treatment  reoommeiMled 
where  it  wii  aboot  to  take  plaoe.  He  nji, 
"  Si  TenfaQt  pli£  en  denz  le  prMpite  daai 
I'oriAce  et  qn'il  I'engage  aoMtttt  )ei  cam 
perc^,  Im  doolenra  contiDnaot  i»  porter 
en  bai,  II  nnt  mieni  bluer  Tenir  I'enhnt 
duu  cette  ritiutioa,  qne  d«  hire  irioleDoa  i 
la  mitrice  poor  alter  diercher  lea  picdi, 
l'enhi)t  Dfl  pjrit  pai  pow  T^nir  de  oetts 
Aftm :  a  B'onm  pM  wm  plu  ime  fctnoM 


an-d£li    de    rordinalre  :    puiaque    loUTent 
apre*  lei  fruea  sortiei  uree  In  cniiiei  re. 

Sli^  mr  le  ventre,  la  tfU  a  encore  peine 
franchie  ce  detroit :  qumd  I'enruit  plie 
en  deux  A  lei  re»ea  lu  pamge,  il  Tant  la 
toom^  alonle  Tentreea  deatooi,  mettaat  lei 
daigti  de  diique  main  din*  m  unei,  ee  ^nl 
s'eitoite  Ibrt  aii^ment,  et  le  degajement  de 
■ei  piedi  ne  donne  pM  phn  de  pane." 
Dr.  Dcnman  ohnnred  >  oooBderabte  nnn- 
ber  of  euei  of  ibonlder  and  inn  pmenta- 
tion  in  which  the  child  wai  expelled  dooble, 
and  be  giie  the  foUowii^  account  of  the 
proecii.  "  Ai  to  the  manner  in  which  thii 
Molulion  takei  {ilace,  I 'ftwnxiA  ^aL  iftua 
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compafCted  state  a^  to  recrrrre  the  fall  £orce  os  eitemiun .   bat  pvulj  vitLjo:    it :    the 

of  rrety  retunia^  aetxn.     Tbe  bc«2T,  in  lower  part  of  the  Mme  cde  of  t::i»  tnxr  k 

hj  do3^j!ed  ftate,   bein^  too  larze  to  p^u  pmMS  on  the  pcriaeQin.  «i:h  the  breech 

thro^h  the  pelris,  aad  tike  atcnu.  pressing  ether  in  the  hotJov  of  the  sarrczr:.  cr  i:  the 

opon  iu  irSerx,r  extrtmitiei,  whieh  ire  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  nmdr  to  descend  into  :t : 

cnlf  parts  capable  oi  besn^  mijYevi,  they  are  and  by  a  fev  farther  oteriae  ecbrrs.    th<* 

Coroed  fr^uiIiT  I<yv€T,  Cfll  the  body  tnrnT*ig  mnainder  of  the  tmnk  with  thr  low^-r  ex- 

a»  it  w«:re  apon  its  own  axi«.  the  breech  cf  tremicies  is  expelled.     And  to  be  still  2cor? 

the  difld  ii  expelled,  as  in  aa  cri^^nal  pie-  mxnnteiy  explanatory  in  thi«  alcinuCtf  ?tas7 

•eatatioB  of  that  part.'^  oi  the  process.    I   have  to  state  thic   the 

Sinee  tYjt  pabb:ation  of  Dr.   Doc^Ua's  breech  is  not  expeUed  exsctlr  adeways.  x« 

tmaj  m  Wilt  entitled.  An  Eiplanatioa  of  the  npper  part  c(  the  tmnk  had  previoosly 

the  real  Prima  of  the  •"  Spoctaneocs  Eto-  been  ;  for  daricz  the  presence  of  that  paia 

latk»  of  the  Foetcs."  it  Ima  been  ahc^^t  by  which  the  erolotiiin  is  cocplet^d,  th^re 

nKTenallj  admitted  that,  in  these  euea,  the  is  a  twist  made,  abovt  the  centre  of  the 

arm  and  shoolder  do  cot  recede ;  that  tLe  corre,  at  the  hunbar  Tertebrar.  when  h^-^zh 

child  fbxi  not  tern  vpon  its  axis ;  and  that  bottocks,  instead  of  the  side  of  one  of  thes:'. 

d^  natea  are  not  expelled  as  in  an  original  are  thrown  against  the  perineum,  distesd- 

preaentation    of    that     part.       Tbe    arm,  in^  it  very  mnch  :  and  inimediatelj  after  the 

liMmlder,  ar.d  thorax,  are  £nt  expelled,  axMl  breech,    with  the  lower  extiemities,  is5vie> 

the  natea  and  head  afterwards.     As  the  term  forth ;  the  npper  and  back  p«rt  of  it  ap- 

fpontaneooa  erolation  b  still  in   common  pearing  6rst,  as  if  the  back  of  the  chikhh^ 

and  ii  calculated  to  convey  an  erro-  originally  formed  the  convex,  and  its  firortt 


neooa  idea  of  what  doa  actually  tike  place    the  concave  iFiJe  of  the  curve." 

these  cases  of  preternatural   U>our,  I         There   is    now   a   premamre  acephalous 


shall  read  to  jou  what  Dr.  Douglas^  who  fcetos  upon  the  table  beAj>re  you,  the  left 

irst  gave  a  correct  explanation  of  the  fiKt,  arm  and  shoulder  of  wh:i.4i   presented    in 

states  on  the  subject :  — **  So  &r  as  the  fore-  labour  a  few  days  ago.  and  tbe  body  passed 

goii^  detafl  mj  obsenrations  coincide  with  through  tbe  privis  double,  in  the  manner 

tfaoae  of  Dr.    Denman  and  others;  bat  I  here  described;    or   spontaneous  evoluti.-tn 

emnot  comprehend  bow  successive  repeti-  took  place.     I  have  repeatedly  witnessed  the 

tions  of  the  same  propelling  power  which  same  occurrence  where  tbe  fcetns  was  pr^- 

forced  the  duld  into  this  situation,  should  mature,  and  flaccid  from  patre£iction  ;  and 

subsequently,    at  any  period,    produce    a  on  the  14th  Angu<t,  1H31,  I  saw  a  child  at 

counter  effect,  causing  the  shoulder  to  re-  the  full  period  expelled  in  this  manner,  in  a 

treat  into  tbe  uterus.     The  het,  however,  is,  woman  who  obstinately  refused  to  allow  the 

that  the  shoulder  and  thorax,  thus  low  and  operation  of  turning  to  be  performed.     Tbe 

impacted,  instead  of  receding  into  the  ute-  right  shoulder  and  arm  presented  in  that 

rus,  are  at  each  successive  pain  forced  still  case ;  and  after  the  labour  had  continued 

lower,  until  the  ribs  of  that  side  correspond-  three  days  and  nights,  the  child  was  at  last 

ii^  with  the  protruded  arm  press  on  the  forced  through  tbe  pelvis  doubled  up,  in  a 

perineum,  and  cause  it  to  assume  the  same  putrid  state,  the  luad  being  flattened,  and 

form  as  it  would  by  the  pressure  of  the  fore-  the  viscera  of  tbe  abdomen  pressed  through 

bead  in  a  natural  labour.      At  this  period  the  parietey.     It  is  only  in  a  few  rare  cases, 

not  only  the  entire  of  the  arm,  but  tbe  however,  that  tbe  delivery  is  completed  in 

shoulder,  can  be  perceived  externally,  with  this   manner — where  an  unusual   combina- 

the  claricle,    lying  under  the  arch  of  the  tion  of  circumstances  exists ;  and  it  would 

pubis.     By  farther  uterine  contractions  the  be  improper  to  calculate  upon  the  occur- 

ribs  are  forced  more  forward,  appearing  at  rence  of  spontaneous  evolution,  or  allow  the 

the  OS  externum  as  die  vertex  would  in  a  possibility  of  its  taking  place,  to  influence 

Bttural  labour ;  the  clavicle  having  been,  by  the  treatment  we  adopt  in  cases  of  arm  pre- 

degrees,  forced  round  on  the  anterior  part  sentation.      It  does    not    occur    in  cases 

of  the  pubis,  with  the  acromion  looking  where  the  operation  of  turning  is  performed 

towards  the  mona  veneris.     But  in  order  to  with  difficulty,  and  it  is  not  a  resource  to 

render  as  dear  as  possible  the  suocearive  which,  in  practice,  we  ought  ever  to  trust 

Boremcnts  in  this  astonishing  effort  of  na-  it  ought  never  to  be  considered  as  a  substi. 

tnne,  I  will  endeavour  to  describe*  still  more  tute  for  turning.      It  is  now  a  general  rule, 

precisely  the  situstion  of  the  fcetos  imme-  established  in  all  countries  where  midwifery 

diately  prior  to  its  expulsion.    The  entire  of  is  understood,  that  in  cases  of  preternatural 

ft  somewhat  resemblei  the  larger  segment  of  labour,  where  the  shoulder  and  superior  ex- 

a  circle ;  the  head  rests  on  the  pu&  inter-  tremities-of  tbe  child  present,  the  operation 

.nally ;  the  clavicle  presses  against  the  pubis  of  taming  ought  to  be  performed.     But  the 

ezteraaliy,   widi  the    acromion   stretching  hand  must  not  be  forced  into  tbe  uterus  if 

towards  the  mons  reneris ;   the  arm  and  the  orifice  is  rigid  and  undilatable ;  it  should 

sAtmUler  tm  eatirdy  protnded,  with  one  be  dilated  nearly  to  llie  «xe  kA  bak  «!^nswu 

''^  ^  tbe  tbonx  not  otdy  appeMiJDg  at  the  piece  or  mofe,  or  t]be  uM^r^n  oin^x  \a  \m 
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very  tliin,  soft,  ^d  yielding,   if  it  is  ex-  withdrawing  the  fingers  altoget&er  at  the 
paiuled  to  a  smaller  extent  than  this  when  time  from  the  os  nteri.     Having  succeeded 
turning  is  attempted.     If  the  os  uteri  will  hi  dilating  the  part  without*ruptnring  the 
nut  admit  the  extremities  of  the  fingers  and  membranes,  slide  the  hand  up  between  the 
thumb  in  a  conical  form  to  be  introduced  membranes  and   the  anterior  part  of  tlie 
without  much  force;  if  it  is  thick,   hard,  uterus  into  the  cavity,  and  grasp  the  feet 
and  unyielding,  some  delay  is  necessary  that  when  the  membranes  give  way.     Most  fre- 
the  parts  may  relax,  d«ith  being  dmost  quently  the  membranes  burst  as  the  band  is 
always  the   consequence  of    thrusting  the  entering  the   utems,  before  it  reaches  the 
hand  with  violence  through  the  orifice  of  the  feet,  and  the  liquor  amnit  rushes  out  and  is 
uterus  in  a   rigid  and  undilatable  condition,  lost,  if  it  is  not  prevented  by  pressing  the 
whether  the  membranes  be  ruptured  or  not.  hand  forward  firmly  into  the  orifice.    Never 
But  as  soon  as  it  will  admit  of  the  safe  in-  be  contented  with  one  foot  when  it  is  pos- 
troduotion  of  the  hand,   where  you  have  sible  to  grasp  both ;  and  this  can  always  be 
ascertained  that  an  arm  presents,  no  time  done  when  the  liquor  amnii  has  not  escaped, 
should  be  lost  in  completing  the  delivery,  and  the  uterus   is  not  closely  contracted 
otherwise  the  membranes  may  give  way,  the  around  the  body  of  the  child.     Seise  both 
liquor  amnii  be  evacuated,   and  a  case  of  feet  and  legs,  and  when  there  is  no  pain, 
little  difficulty  and  danger  be  suddenly  con-  draw  them  down  into  the  vagina ;  and  as  the 
verted  into  one   equally  hazardous  to  the  nates  descend  through  the  os  uteri,  the  shoulder 
mother  and  child.      In  all  cases  of  labour,  and  arm  will  gradually  recede  or  be   re- 
where  the  first  stage  is  far  advanced  without  tracted,   and  will  offer  no  obstacle  to  the 
the  nature  of  the  presentation  being  posi-  remaining    part    of   the  ojseration,    which 
tively  determined,  or  a  superior  extremity  is  should  be  completed  as  if  the  nates  and 
felt  through  the  membranes,   the  patient  inferior  extremities  had  orginally  presented, 
should  be  kept  in  the  horizontal  position,  and  which  has  already  been  very  fully  de- 
that  they  may  not  be  ruptured ;  and  you  scribed.     In  actual  practice,  except  in  twin 
should  remain  in  constant  attendance  upon  cases,  the  membranes  have  been  ruptured 
the  patient,  and  be  prepared  to  interfere  the  and  the  liquor  amnii  is  gone,  in  a  great  pro- 
instant  the  necessity  arises.  portion  of  cases — in  about  ten  to  one — ^long 
Wlien  the  operation  of  turning  is  required  before  we  are  called  upon  to   deliver  by 
before  the  membranes  are  ruptured,   and  turning,  and  the  operation  is  then  a  much 
when  the  orifice  of  the  uterus   is   widely  more  serious  affair.     Sometimes  when  the 
dilated,  and  there  are  long  intervals  between  os  uteri  is  half  dilated,  there  is  an  interval 
the   pains,   it    is  accompanied    with  little  of  freedom  from  pain  for  several  hours  after 
difficulty  and  danger.     Having  explained  to  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  and  partial 
the  patient  and  her  relatives  the  nature  of  escape  of  the  liquor  amnii.     Here  it  is  ad- 
the  case,  let  her  lie  on  the  left  side  near  the  visable  to  turn  without  delay ;  and  the  hand 
edge  of  the  bed,  with  the  knees  drawn  up  to  can  be  passed  up  into  the  uterus  and  the  feet 
thi  abdomen.     Sit  down  by  the  side  of  the  brought  down  with  little  more  difficulty  than 
bed  and  quietly  take  off  your  coat ;  lay  bare  if  the  membranes  had  not  been  ruptured, 
your  right  arm  by  turning  up  the  shirt  above        The  shoulder  and  arm  may  present,  and 
the  elbow,  and  cover  the  back  of  the  hand  the  operation  of  turning  be  required  where 
and  the  whole  fore-arm  with  cold  cream,  the  membranes  have  burst  at  the  commence- 
lard,  or  a  solution  of  soap.     Introduce  one  ment  of  the  labour,  the  liquor  amnii  has 
finger  after  another  into  the  vagina,  and  escaped,  and  the  os  uteri  is  rigid,  and  is  not 
slowly  and    effectually    dilate    its    orifice,  dilated  in  a  sufficient  degree  to  allow  the 
Tlie  hand  in  a  conical  form,  and  in  a  state  of  hand   to   pass.     You  can  learn   from  ex- 
half  supination,  must  then  be  pressed  steadily  perience  alone,  when  there  is  a  probability  in 
forward  with  a  semi-rotatory  motion  against  such  cases  of  artificially  dilating  the  os  uteri 
the  perineum  and  sides  of  the  passage,  till  it  without  tlic  employment  of  too  much  force  ; 
clean  the  orifice  of  the  vagina.    This  should  it  is  best  to  wait  patiently,  in  such  astate  of  tfle 
always  be  done  very  slowly  and  gently,  as  it  os  uteri,  till  relaxation  takes  place,  before  at- 
is  accompanied  with  great  pain.     Let  the  tejnpting  to  overcome  the  resistance,  and  to 
hand  remain  some  time  in  the  orifice  of  the  obviate  the  danger  of  spontaneous  laceration 
vagina,   that  it  may  be  fully  dilated,  and  of  the  uterus  by  venesection  and  opiates, 
offer  no  resistance  in  the  subsequent  steps        A  much  more  difficult  case  of  turning 
of  the  operation  of   turning.     When  the  than  any  of  those  already  described,  is  that  in 
hand    has   dilated   the  vagina  sufficiently,  which    the    liquor    amnii  has    long    been 
in  the  absence  of  pain  gently  insinuate  the  evacuated,  the  uterus  has  contracted  strongly 
l>oints  of  the  fingera  and  thumb  into  the  os  around  the  body  of  the  child,  and  the  arm, 
uteri  in  a  conical  form  ;  and  if  it  is  not  suf-  shoulder,  and  a  part  of  the  thorax^  h.v<«.  Va.- 
ficiently  open  to  allow  the  hand  to  pass,  you  come  fvTnA^  \ar^«A\»^  \^  V>ca  ^€ciNSk«   ^^ 
must  proved  aext  to  use  artificial  dilatation    attempt  Vn  wouAl  «.  cwk  AMcs»i^  ^'H^tXjfc  """^ 
hen  also,  verjr  gently  and  slowly,   always    to  foTfXiYmcV  ^Sofc  ^wacoJCvBSt  '««»\'^^^ 
stoppingas  soon  as  a  paincomes  on,  butnot    uteruS|b\itt>afc\wwAi3boi^^>s»«>^^^^ 
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dncted  to  the  feet  iloDg  Uie  um  of  llie  diild. 


B  ibo^tr 


ilie  poeitioD  of  tfae  thild  nnil  the  jiiile  of  the 
nleruB  to  which  the  f«t  sre  directed  the 
hsndonght.  bowever,  iniiimbly  tobepuied 
up  betwcrn  the  front  of  the  pcliis  and  Ihe 
presenting  pEirt  of  the  child,  however  the 
trunk  and  eitremitiei  ma;  be  «iliuted  ;  and 
u  both  hsnJs  are  fteiuently  required  in 
these  esses  to  tarn,  it  ii  of  no  importance 
wbetherjroaemplorlherightorleflfifit.  Re- 
lieve the  two  most  important  rules  which  you 
ought  to  remember  iu  the  IrcBtment  of  thew 
ciues  are,  first,  to  pass  up  the  hand  between 
tbe  anterior  end  thaUow  pari  of  th«  pelTto, 
•nd  the  presenting  ptft  of  the  child; 
■nd  BCcamliv,  whrn  one  band  ii  rmderad 
powtrless  by  the  pressure  from  tbe  contrw. 
tiooi  of  the  aterni,  to  williilraw  this  hnnd 
and  replace  it  bj  tba  other  by  the  ob. 
nrruice  of  then  ntlei  there  are  fen-  eaiea, 
I  betieie,  of  arm  presentation,  in  which  the 
operation  of  tnming  may  not  be  safdj  ac- 
complishei].  It  is  in  rigid  and  irriuble  state* 
of  the  ulenu  that  we  oncoonler  the  greatest 
Tcaiitancc  to  the  iatrodoction  of  the  hand 
and  where  thcdw  eiist  in  a  high  degree,  tb- 
coarse  ahontd  be  had  to  ■  eopioas  venesec- 
iion  and  a  large  opiate,  before  the  operation 
w  again  attempted.  Where  these  means  have 
been  vigorously  employed,  it  will  rarely  be 
necenoTT  lo  remove  the  arm  of  the  child  at 
the  ihoulder  joint,  perfonite  tbe  thorai,  ud 
dnw  it  through  the  pelvia  with  tbe  crotchet 
doubled  up  aa  in  apontaneous  evolution. 

Siitf-tiii  coses  of  ahoulder  and  arm  pre- 
sentation have  come  under  my  observation 
ahiee  1823.  In  a  great  proportion  of  these 
the  opention  of  ttuning  wai  undertaken  in 
the  must  uafavonrablc  circumatauces,  both 
fof  the  mother*  and  their  children,  after  the 
liquor  amnii  hod  entirely  escaped,  and  the 
nterui  bad  not  only  beta  contracting  for 
many  hours  around  the  chilJ,  bnl  repeated 
nnmccessful  efforts  bad  been  made  to  da- 
liver.  Seven  Momen  died  from  rupture  of  the 
,ateToa,  and  three  from  inflammation  of  the 
ntenit.  Laceration  and  inflamraation  of  the 
ntenw  are  thcreforo  tbe  conseijucncca  of 
tornfaig  chiclly1ol>e  dreaded.    Poorof  iheaa 

Ddwr  ■eeoai±eBn,  and  tbrM  in  patienia 
nnder  my  own  cue,  md  where  no  gnat  <lif> 
Ictdty  was  experienced,  or  brce  employed 
in  tninlng.  The  moat  perplexing  caaee 
wen  thoM  in  niaA  then  trai  dialortion  of 
tbe  pclvi?,  with  arm  presentation  ;  and  tbe 
moat  (asy  find  atiecussful,  thoae  twin  ease*  in 
wblcfa  the  superior  extremity  of  tbe  second 
diilil  preBCnlcd,  and  the  operation  of  torr*. 
iag  was  iirnmptly  performed.  Edmund 
Jobnaon,  Es<(.  hoa  had  the  kindness  to  make 
the  fb Homing  tabular  view  of  (he  historiea  of 
OiM  cMM,  ditv  of  wUdi  h«Tc  been  roeordcd 
MB  aj  CSiaietl  Miiwderj. 
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ON  THE  THEORY  AND  MEDICAL  TREATMENT  OF  INSANITY.     443     . 

CLINICAL  LECTURES  inflare  taccea.    My  reaton  for  now  ipeak- 

iDg  onlj  of  the  former,  ii,  becaiue  it  ii  a 

^^  ^"*  lalyject  which  has  from  yarious  canies  been 

THEORY  ft  MEDICAL  TREATMENT  ™<*  neglected. 

nv  f  VQ  4  Mf  TV  ^^  ^  treatment  of  insanity  we  mnat  con* 

ur  iiNSAXMiix,  BtanUy  revert  to  firat  prindple^-to  thoee 

Delivered  ai  St.  Luke's  Hoepitai,  general  Uwa  which  are  our  guide  hi  the 

treatment    of  other    diaeaics:    ezpenence 

May  Itt,  3d,  and  5th.  alone  teaches  us  how  these  laws  are  to  be 

-,     .  TO  modified  in  each  particular  case,  according 

Bt  Auxakdbb  John  Sothbriand.  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  „  '^^  ^  ^  di««e,  tti 

*~~~"  difference  of  age  and  of  individual  tempcra- 

LscTiniB  III.  ment.     You  must  of  course  bring  with  you 

Tke  meikMl  treatmenL^The  faculty  qf  •.  Imowledge  of  disease  l^t  at  the  bed- 

attenHtm  •  ffWfd  tut  of  the  amount  of  «^«  ?^™  "f*  V^}  before  you  wiU  be 

mmmiiy.'^CmUUm  neceeeary  in  eethnj.  ?"«  ^  detect  it  when  it  becomes  masked  by 

m0  the  value  ^M  medicine  in  the  treat,  "-^i^y-      W  you  c«inot  trest  symptoms 

iZuqfmiidmeee.^qfpurffatitee.^Hel.  ^^"^  ?„"°«  P*^«?f  ^l**!!^  Jem,  muA 

lebare.'^Qpiniane  ^  Alex.   Trallianue  ^"''»"  you  be  able  to  treat  them  m  the 

AMI    Oribaeiu».--The   preparations    qf  «^  ^^  ?  "*^S'  ^^"^  either  wnnot  or 

meremry.^Ttraxaeum^croton  oil,  8fc.  wiU  not  describe  them  to  you.     We  cannot 

^BmHiees  poiaaio.tartrate  qf  anti.  take  too  much  trouble  m  end^vounng  to 

^^^  '^  separate  the  real  from  the  imagined  pains  ef 

^^'^*  the  lunatic.     Active  disease  may  all  at  once 

Ik  speaking  of  the  medical  treatment  of  in-  shew  itself;  and  if  the  pain  which  it  causes 

uudtj,  gentlemen,  I  feel  that  I  stand  the  be,  without  investigation,  set  down  as  the 

dumoe  eitiiert  on  the  one  hand,  of  dealing  effect  of  imagination,  the  patient  is  soon  in 

too  mudi  in  generalities ;  or,  on  the  other  a  condition  in  which  no  medicine  is  of  any 

hand*  of  wearying  you  with  details.    To  avail.      Our  old  patients  sometimes  sink 

avoid  this    diiemnia  as  for  as  possible  I  without  any  apparent  cause :  they  have  no 

sihaU  in  tiie  present  lecture  give  you  only  a  cough,  no  expectoration,  no  fever,  no  pain 

brief  out&ie  of  tiie  treatment  of  the  disease,  in  the  chest ;  they  often  cannot  tell  whether 

leaving  tiie  remainder  to  be  filled  up  by  the  they  have  night-perspiration.    When  they 

cases  whicii  I  shall  hereafter  bring  under  are   examined    by  percussion,   dulness    is 

your  notioe.    I  have  one  warning,  however,  found  over  almost  every  part  of  the  thorax. 

to  give  yon  before  you  draw  any  conclusion  It  is  seldom  possible  in  these  cases  to  hear 

as  to  the  effect  of  medicine  in  particular  pectoriloquy,  as  the  patient  is  too  weak,  or 

cases ;  vli.  that  the  patients  here  are  of  too  much  lost,  to  speak ;  but  the  respiration 

course  under  mond  as  well  as  medical  treat-  is  almost  inaudible,  and  they  cannot  expand 

ment — I  mean  the  separation  from  friends ;  the  thorax.     I  need  scarcely  say  that,  at  the 

the  regular  boors  and  SMrdse  to  which  they  post-mortem  examination  of  such  patients, 

are  si^iect  in  tike  hospital ;  the  withdrawal  we  find  the  lungs  filled  with  tubercles  and 

from  tboae  heart-ren£ng  scenes  of  privation  vomicae.    The  numerous  questions  asked  of 

and  misery  which  havo  harssMd  too  many  the  friends  of  patients  who  apply  for  ad- 

before  their  admission.  mission  at  the  Hospital  of  Siegburg,  prove 

The  utility  of  estabUshii^  some  recq>tacle  how  much  trouble  is  taken  in  each  case; 

for  the  insane  was  long  ago  felt    We  find  and  not  without  reason.    The  previous  dis- 

fliat  so  early  as  the  sixth  century  a  lunatic  eases,  the  habits,  even  the  occupation  of  the 

asylum  (ttie  first   whidi   was   built)  was  patient,  may  tend  to  throw  some  light  upon 

erected  at  Jerusalem,  for  the  poor  monks  the  method  of  treatment.    Esquirol  has  well 

whose  distempered  fenaticism  had  deprived  said,   **  From    the    gestures,    movements, 

of  reason :  hare,  too  probably,  the  severities  looks,  expression,  discourse,  from  shades  of 

of  "  the  Laura,"  and  the  stem  authority  of  difference  inappreciable  to  any  one  else,  the 

the  abbot,  followed  them ;  and  the  chains  physician  often  derives  the  first  hint  of  the 

under  wfaidi  they  sank,  and  the  collars,  treatment  which  is  suitable  to  each  case 

bracdets,  ganntlets,  and  greaves  of  massive  consigned  to  his  care."     Our  chief  endea- 

iron,  wU£  confined  their  emaciated  limbs,  vour  must  be,  in  the  first  instance,  to  asoer- 

migfat  possibly  have  been  converted  from  a  tain  as  far  as  we  can  the  cause  of  the  dis- 

means  of  penanee  into  one  of  restraint.  ease,  whether  it  be  moral  or  physical ;  we 

In  .confining  my  present  observations  to  have  then  to  consider  what  consequences  to 

the  medical  trsitment  of  faisanity,  I  wish  the  general  health  have  ensued.    As  in  the 

neither  to  overrate  its  effiseti,  nor  to  under-  treatment  of  epilepsy  we  try  to  discover 

vahie  the  moral  treatment,  ••  the  one  and  whether  the  disease  depends  on  irritation  of 

the  other  must  go  hand  in  hmd  in  order  to  the  stomach,  bowels,  uterus,  &c.,  so,  in  in- 
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sanity,  we  must  see  whether,  prior  to  the  into  dementia,  attention  becomes  more  and 

attack,  there  has  not  been  suppression  of  more  weakened,   till   it  is  destroyed   by  a 

the  catamenia,  of  the  discharge  of  an  oM  state  of    complete    unconsciousness.      Dr. 

ulcer,  or  whether  an  eruption  has  not  sad-  Holland,  in  his  Medical  Notes  and  Reflec- 

denly  disappcarcd-^whether  the  patient  has  tions,  p.  239,  Ist  edition,  says,  *'  No  prin- 

at  any  time  been  attacked  with  ferer,  delL>  ciplc  of  practice  in   mental  disorders  can 

riaoi  tremens,  gout,  and  the  like.  probably  be  successful,  which  does  not  re- 

I  advise  a  systematic  arrangement  in  each  cognise  their  relation  to  the  phenomena  of 

case.     Observe  the  state  of  the  pulse  and  mind  in  its  healthy  state ;''  and   he  states 

the  skin ;  feel  the  head ;  see  whether  it  is  that   some  of  the  m'ore  remarkable  cases 

hot  all  over,  or  in  one  pdrt  only ;  whether  which    he    has    known,    **  where   physical 

tbe  extremities  are  cold  ;  whether  the  tongue  causes  of  the  infirmity  did  not  exist,  have 

is  loaded  and  dry ;  whether  the  bowels  are  been  effected  really,  if  not  professedly,  by  a 

open,  the  urine  firee,   and,  if  the  patient  be  discreet  application  of  this  method. '*      It 

a  female,  whether  the  catamenia  are  regular,  must  be  confessed  that  wo  sometimes  meet 

Neit  observe  the  breathing,  and  the  action  with  cases  where  there  are  no  physical  symp- 

of  the  heart ;  pass  your  hand  over  the  right  toms  to  guide  us  in  the  employment  of  re- 

hypochondrium,  and  feel  whether  the  liver  medics,  and  we  are  obliged  either  to  trust 

is  enlarged,  or  whether  the  abdomen  is  dis-  solely  to  the  moral  treatment,  or  to  have 

tended  with  flatus;  and  whether  there  be  recourse  to  empiricism.      If  such  be  based 

tenderness  about  tl]«  preecordia.     Examine  upon  rational  principles,  I  see  no  reason  for 

also  the  beating  of  the  carotids  and  tempo-  not  adopting  it ;  nor  do  I  understand  how 

ral  arteries.     When  the  patient  has  his  head  wc  are  to  advance  our  art  of  prescribing  in 

back,   and  his  neckcloth  unfastened,   you  these  cases,   unless,  when  all  else  fails  us, 

may  perhaps  see  a  scar  on  the  throat,  wluch  we  call  in  this  to  our  aid.      Our  two  rules 

will  let  you  into  a  secret.     The  expression  in  applying  remedies  are,  first,  to  do  good  ; 

of  countenance,-  the  complexion,  the  colour  secondly,  not  to  do  harm.    The  scales  may 

of  the  conjuncthree,  and  the  action  of  the  hang  even  between  doing  nothing  and  trying 

iris,  must  all  be  carefully  noted.     When  you  a  new  remedy :  indolence  always  throws  her 

are  observing  the  eye,  ask  the  patient  whe-  weight  in  on  the  side  of  the  former.     Some 

tiier  be  sees  moats  floating  before  him ;  and  remedies  have  borne  a  high  reputation  in  the 

this  may  lead  him  to  spesdc  of  his  illusions  treatment  of  insanity,  from  their  success  in 

or  hallucinations.      Wh^    you  have  eX-  individual  cases;    but  experience  upon   a 

hansted  these,  ask  about  his  sense  of  smell-  large  scale  has  either  proved  them  to  be 

ing ;   you  may  discover,  perhaps,   that  he  worthless,  or  useful  only  in  removing  symp- 

smells  brimstone,  and  imagines  himself  lost  toms.      No  one   can  be  surprised  at  the 

to  all  eternity.      Now  inquire  whether  his  reputation    which    a    medicine    sometimes 

taste  is  altered ;  if  it  be,  he  may  fkncy  that  acquires  as  a  specific,  when  he  knows  the 

his  friends  have  conspired  to  poison  him.  effect  which   confidence  in  the  prescriber 

Then  pay  attention  to  the  sense  of  hearing ;  inspires  in  weak  minds.      Many  of  us,  I 

and  lastly,  to  that  of  touch.     You  will  now  fear,  are  prone  to  attribute  too  much  im- 

be  prepared  to  draw  him  into  conversation,  portancc  to  the  last  prescribed  remedy  :  in 

in  order  to  ascertain  whether  his  emotions  the  treatment  of  insanity  we  cannot  be  too 

are  changed,  or  whether  one  or  more  of  the  careful  to  guard  against  such  an  error.     In 

faculties  of  the  mind  be  disordered.  testing  the  value  of  a  medicine  in  any  dis- 

The  faculty  of  attention  often  serves  as  a  ease,  more  especially  in  a  mental  disease,  we 
«eefnl  test  of  the  amount  of  insanity.  In  should  never  leave  out  of  our  consideration 
the  commencement  of  mania  the  patient  will  the  element  of  time.  **  Time,"  as  Looke 
tell  you  that  he  cannot  read  or  write^  be-  says,  **  cures  some  diseases  in  the  mind 
cause  he  cannot  apply  his  mind  to  any  which  reason  cannot  \**  and  some  too,  I  may 
given  subject,  particularly  if  the  subject  be  add,  which  medicine  cannot, 
a  new  one.  As  the  disease  progresses  the  It  is  not  the  medicine  which  has  pro- 
ideas  become  more  and  more  distracted  ;  he  dnced  some  effect  in  this  or  that  case  that 
cannot  fix  hia  attention  for  an  instant  upon  we  are  to  regard  as  useful  in  all  cases,  but 
the  LUbject  matter  before  him ;  he  is  inca-  it  is  that  which  has  produced  effocts  by  re- 
pable  of  oonvenation  ;  he  becomes  incohe-  lieving  parallel  symptoms  in  the  great  ma- 
rent.  On  the  other  hand,  the  monomaniac,  jority  of  cases,  that  we  may  expect  to  derive 
when  the  disease  first  appears,  is  now  and  benefit  firom,  when  similar  indications  pre- 
then  only  absorbed  in  the  day-dream  of  his  sent  themselves. 

imagination.     As  it  advances  it  swallows  Pwrgativet. — ^The  first  class  of  medicines 

up,  like  Aaron's  serpent,  all  the  other  ideas  which  claims  our  attention,  as  having  been 

of  his  mind,  and  lie  is  inattentive  to  every  used  in  the  treatment  of  insanity  in  all  ages, 

thing  else,  even  to  the  common  decencies  of  are  cathartics.     The  great  remedy  fot  insa- 

Mfe*    Ab  both  wuUa  and  moaomotm  sink  nity  asMmg  lYic  OrotSka  ^«a  Xsriiii^Mtft  \  \t& 
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healing  power  OTer  this  diaease  had  paaeed  boweli.     In  mj  practice,''  he  says,  **  I  have 
into  a  proverb  as  early  as  the  time  of  Aris-  witnessed  very  criminal  neglect  as  to  this 
tophanes.      It  is,  however,   a  mistake  to  point.     In  one  case  the  intestines  were  so 
suppose    that    the    andcnta  employed    no  distended  that   the  transverse  arch  of  the 
other  means  of  cure.      Alex.  Trallianus  era-  colon  gave  way."     These  remarits  would 
ployed  the  bath,  warm  drinks,  bitters ;  and  have  been  unnecessary,  had  not  some   at 
says  that  the  Armenian  stone  is  better  and  least  of  the  practitioners  of  that  period  ne- 
safer  than  the  hellebore.     We  have  a  pre-  glected  the  advice  of  the  father  of  physic, 
scription  of  his  preserved :—  who  recommends  us  to  have  recourse  to 
^  ».                   ^              ••..•*••  porgatives  for  the  cure  of  melancholy. 
S,Picne,58s.;  Scammomi.Jj.;  Aganci,  *    i?  j,  of  no  small  importance  that  we 
3iv. ;  Lapidi  Armcniaci,  3iv. ;  Caryo-  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  j^  ^^^  gelection   of  our 
phillorum,  gr.  xx.     M.  ft.  massa.  cathartics;  it  may  be  that  it  is  necessary  to 
a  certain  portion  of  which  was  to  be  taken,  employ  merely  a  laxative ;  or  the  case  may 
This  celebrated  physician  seems  also  to  have  require  stronger  measures,  sometimea  even 
had  recourse  to  stratagem  when  he  could  not  |^  hydragogue  cathartic, 
succeed  by  other  means.      He  gives  us  the        xhe  importance  of  making  use  of  these 
case  of  a  woman  who  was  cured  of  melan-  medicines  is  obvious,  from  the  frequency  of 
choly  in  the  following  manner.      The  case  constipation  as  a  symptom  in  insanity  and 
seems    to   have  been   one  of    monomania  ^  other  head  affections,  and  from  the  fact 
(which    you  have  all    heard  so   much  of  of  some  cases  having  recovered  after  a  se< 
lately).     She  imagined  that  she  had  swal-  yerc  diarrhoea.      At  the  time  when  there 
lowed  a  serpent.    An  emetic  was  adminis-  ^ere  so  many  rivals  for  the  honour  of  win- 
tered,   and  a  little  worm  was  skilfully  in-  ning  the  hand  of  the  Queen,  I  asked  a  pa- 
serted  into  what  came  off  her  stomach,  and  tient  of  mine  how  his  suit  prospered.     He 
she  immediately  recovered.    Nor  was  moral  gaij^  **  Oh !   I  have  given  up  the  idea  of 
treatment  neglected  by  him  ;  for  he  says,  marrying  the  Queen.*'      I  asked  him  how 
"  Know  that  I  have  cured  many  by  an  ap-  that  happened,  and  he  said  that  his  bowels 
peal  to  ethics  rather  than  pharmacy."  had  been  well  purged  in  the  morning,  and 
Oribasius  gives  us  minute  details  as  to  that  his  ambitious  hopes  had  vanished.     Ca- 
the  manner  of  preparing  and  prescribing  the  thartics  should  be  prescribed  in  insanity  for 
hellebore  ;  but  he  confesses  that  it  should  the  purpose  of  emptying  the  bowels  of  their 
not  be  given  in  every  case  to  the  infirm  and  vitiated  contents,  of  correcting  depraved  se- 
old,  and  those  of  a  timid  disposition.     He  cretions,  of  favouring  the  peristaltic  move- 
says,  moreover,  that  a  very  unpleasant  hie-  mcnts  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  intes- 
cough  followed  ^e  administration  of  this  tines,  of  calling  into  aid  the  sluggish  action 
remedy.  of  the  neighbouring  viscera,  especially  the 
Anticyra,  as  every  one  knows,  was  the  Uver,  in  order  that  the  circuUtion  of  the 
place  most  famous  for  the  growth  of  this  portal  system  may  be  relieved ;  and,  above 
plant;    so  that   *<  naviget  Anticyram"  be-  all,  to  create  a  copious  serous  discharge  from 
came  a  proverb.      When    Livius   Drusus  the  exhalant  vessels,   by  which  means  wc 
was  seized  with  madness,  he  was  sent  by  create  an  artificial  point  of  irritation,  and 
his  physician  to  Anticyra,  where  he  reco-  thus,  as  it  is  usually  called,  derive  from  the 
vered  by  means  of  this  ancient  specific.   One  head. 

would  be  inclined  to  suspect  that  the  sea  The  preparations  of  mercury  are  of  the 
voyage,  and  change  of  air  and  of  scene,  did  utmost  importance  in  the  treatment  of  in- 
more  towards  the  recovery  of  the  patient  siinity,  and  are  perhaps  more  generally  used 
than  tbe  boasted  effects  of  the  hellebore,  in  this  country  than  those  of  any  other  me- 
This  drug  has,  indeed,  lost  all  its  popularity,  dicine.  They  are  not  only  useful  for  their 
Dr.  Cullen  and  Dr.  Perfect  speak  strongly  purgative  effects,  for  stimuhiting  the  liver 
against  the  propriety  of  employing  it.  I  and  relieving  it  of  the  congestion  so  often 
believe  that  most  practitioners  are  now  found  in  recent  cases,  but  they  are  of  great 
agreed  upon  its  inefficacy,  because  we  pos-  service  in  equalizing  the  circulation  in  the 
seas  much  safer  and  bttter  remedies.  Many  capiUaries ;  thus  in  those  cases  where,  from 
liave  been  the  revolutions  which  fashion  has  the  heat  of  head,  the  injected  oonjunctivse, 
caused  in  the  treatment  of  insanity ;  but  the  and  other  symptoms,  we  have  to  fear  oon- 
popularity  of  catliartics  has  always  more  or  gcstion  of  the  cerebral  vessda,  their  use  is 
less  prevailed,  if  we  may  except  the  latter  manifestly  indicated.  In  those  cases  also 
part  of  the  fant,  and  the  beginning  of  the  where  we  have  reason  to  suspect  incipient 
present  century — an  age  apparently  not  very  paralysis,  or  even  where  the  disease  has 
fiunous  in  its  treatment  of  mental  diseases  ;  begun  to  devdop  itsdf  ,  I  have  derived  much 
for  we  find  the  following  lemarks  in  Dr.  service  from  the  liquor  hydrargyri  biohlo- 
Crowther*s  work : — "  Thoae  who  superin-  ridi,  given  in  ^n.  to  ^Vy  ^Mm  X:^^  Qt  ^x^a 
tend  the  management  of  mad  patients  can-  times  daWy,  ^iiVlih  ocoMftotMii  y^t%^«  ^^^k^ 
MHftbe  too  atteative  to  the  stafs  of  thdr    impoitiCDoe  (4  caB^&cncoa:|^  ^Suua  i&i^^ 
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compacted  state  as  to  receive  the  full  force  os  externum,  but  partly  without  it ;  the 
of  every  returning,  action.  The  body,  in  lower  part  of  the  same  side  of  the  trunk 
its  doubled  state,  being  too  large  to  pass  presses  on  the  perineum,  with  the  breech 
through  the  pelvis,  and  the  uterus,  pressing  either  in  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  or  at  the 
upon  its  inferior  extremities,  which  are  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  ready  to  descend  into  it ; 
only  parts  capable  of  being  moved,  they  are  and  by  a  few  further  uterine  efforts,  the 
forced  gradually  lower,  till  the  body  turning  remainder  of  the  trunk  with  the  lower  ex- 
as  it  were  upon  its  own  axis,  the  breech  of  tremities  is  expelled.  And  to  be  still  more 
the  child  is  expelled,  as  in  an  original  pre-  minutely  explanatory  in  this  ultimate  stage 
sentation  of  that  part.''  of  the  process,  I  have  to  state  that  the 
Since  the  publication  of  Dr.  Douglas's  breech  is  not  expelled  exactly  sideways,  &a 
essay  in  1811,  entitled.  An  Explanation  of  the  upper  part  of  the  trunk  had  previously 
the  real  Process  of  the  **  Spontaneous  Evo-  been  ;  for  during  the  presence  of  that  pahi 
lution  of  the  Foetus,"  it  has  been  almost  by  which  the  evolution  is  completed,  tlicre 
universally  admitted  that,  in  these  cases,  the  is  a  twist  made,  about  the  centre  of  the 
arm  and  shoulder  do  not  recede;  that  the  curve,  at  the  lumbar  vertebne,  when  botli 
child  does  not  turn  upon  its  axis ;  and  that  buttocks,  instead  of  the  side  of  one  of  them, 
the  nates  are  not  expelled  as  in  an  origmal  are  thrown  against  the  perineum,  disteml- 
presentation  of  that  part.  The  arm,  ing  it  very  much  ;  and  immediately  after  the 
shoiUder,  and  thorax,  are  first  expelled,  and  breech,  with  the  lower  extremities,  issues 
the  nates  and  head  afterwards.  As  the  term  forth  ;  the  upper  and  buck  part  of  it  ap- 
spontaneous  evolution  is  still  in  common  pearing  first,  as  if  the  back  of  the  child'had 
use,  and  is  calculated  to  convey  an  erro-  originally  formed  the  convex,  and  its  front 
neous  idea  of  what  does  actually  take  place  the  concave  side  of  the  curve." 
in  these  cases  of  preternatural  labour,  I  There  is  now  a  premature  acephalous 
shall  read  to  you  what  Dr.  Douglas^  who  foetus  upon  the  table  before  you,  the  lef^ 
first  gave  a  correct  explanation  of  the  &ct,  arm  and  shoulder  of  which  presented  in 
states  on  the  subject : — **  So  far  as  the  fore-  labour  a  few  days  ago,  and  the  body  passed 
going  detail  my  observations  coincide  with  through  the  pelvis  double,  in  the  manner 
those  of  Dr.  Denman  and  others;  but  I  here  described;  or  spontaneous  evolution 
cannot  comprehend  how  successive  repeti-  took  place.  I  have  repeatedly  witnessed  the 
tions  of  the  same  propelling  power  which  same  occurrence  where  the  foetus  was  pre- 
forced  the  child  into  this  situation,  should  mature,  and  flaccid  from  putrefaction  ;  and 
subsequently,  at  any  period,  produce  a  on  the  14th  August,  1831,  I  saw  a  child  at 
counter  effect,  causing  the  shoulder  to  re-  the  full  period  expelled  in  this  manner,  in  a 
treat  into  the  uterus.  The  fact,  however,  is,  woman  who  obstinately  refused  to  allow  the 
that  the  shoulder  and  thorax,  thus  low  and  operation  of  turning  to  be  performed.  The 
impacted,  instead  of  receding  into  the  ute-  right  shoulder  and  arm  presented  in  that 
rus,  are  at  each  successive  pain  forced  still  case ;  and  after  the  labour  had  continued 
lower,  until  the  ribs  of  that  side  correspond-  three  days  and  nights,  the  child  was  at  last 
ing  with  the. protruded  arm  press  on  the  forced  through  the  pelvis  doubled  up,  in  a 
perineum,  and  cause  it  to  assume  the  same  putrid  state,  the  head  being  flattened,  and 
form  as  it  would  by  the  pressure  of  the  fore-  the  viscera  of  the  abdomen  pressed  through 
head  in  a  natural  labour.  At  this  period  the  parietes.  It  is  only  in  a  few  rare  cases» 
not  only  the  entire  of  the  arm,  but  the  however,  that  the  delivery  is  completed  in 
shoulder,  can  be  perceived  externally,  with  this  manner — where  an  unusual  combina> 
the  clavicle,  lying  under  the  arch  of  the  tion  of  circumstances  exists ;  and  it  would 
pubis.  By  further  uterine  contractions  the  be  improper  to  calculate  upon  the  occur- 
ribs  are  forced  more  forward,  appearing  at  rence  of  spontaneous  evolution,  or  allow  the 
the  OS  externum  as  the  vertex  would  in  a  possibility  of  its  taking  place,  to  influence 
natural  labour ;  the  clavicle  having  been,  by  the  treatment  we  adopt  in  cases  of  arm  pre- 
degrees,  forced  round  on  the  anterior  part  sentation.  It  does  not  occur  in  cases 
of  the  pubis,  with  the  acromion  looking  where  the  operation  of  turning  is  performed 
towards  the  mons  veneris.  But  in  order  to  with  difficulty,  and  it  is  not  a  resource  to 
render  as  clear  as  possible  the  successive  which,  in  practice,  we  ought  ever  to  trust- 
movements  in  this  astonishing  effort  of  na-  it  ought  never  to  be  considered  as  a  substi- 
ture,  I  will  endeavour  to  describe*  still  more  tutc  for  turning.  It  is  now  a  general  rule, 
precisely  the  situation  of  the  foetus  imme-  established  in  all  countries  where  midwifery 
diately  prior  to  its  expulsion.  The  entire  of  is  understood,  that  in  cases  of  preternatural 
It  somewhat  resembles  the  larger  segment  of  labour,  where  the  shoulder  and  superior  ex- 
a  circle  ;  the  head  rests  on  the  pubis  inter-  tremities -of  the  child  present,  the  operation 
.  nally ;  the  clavicle  presses  against  the  pubis  of  turning  ought  to  be  performed.  But  the 
externally,  with  the  acromion  stretching  hand  must  not  be  forced  into  the  uterus  if 
towardB  the  mons  veneris ;   the  arm   and  the  orifice  is  rigid  and  undilatable ;  it  should 

•  fj^"'*''  ^"^  entirely  protruded,   with  one  be  Elated  neail'j  to  t\ie  %vwi  olViaMi  ^K^ttywn. 

Mras  of  the  thorax  not  only  appearing  at  the  piece  or  more,  or  Vhe  ickAt^tv  ow^x.  \a  \» 
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very  thin,  soft,  .and  yielding,   if  it  is  ex-  withdrawing  the  fingers  altogether  at  the 
pauded  to  a  smaller  extent  than  this  when  time  from  the  os  nteri.     Having  succeeded 
turning  is  attempted.     If  the  os  uteri  will  fai  dilating  the  part  without*rupturing  the 
not  admit  the  extremities  of  the  fingers  and  memhranes,  slide  the  hand  up  between  the 
thumb  in  a  conical  form  to  be  introduced  membranes  and  the  anterior  part  of  the 
without  much  force;  if  it  is  thick,    hard,  uterus  into  the  cavity,  and  grasp  the  feet 
and  unyielding,  some  delay  is  necessary  that  when  the  membranes  give  way.     Most  fre- 
the   parts  may  relax,  d^th  being   (dmost  quently  the  membranes  burst  as  the  hand  ia 
always  the  consequence  of   thrusting  the  entering  the  uterus,  before  it  roaches  the 
hand  with  violence  through  the  orifice  of  the  feet,  and  the  liquor  amnii  rushes  out  and  is 
uterus  in  a  rigid  and  nndilatable  condition,  lost,  if  it  is  not  prevented  by  pressing  the 
whether  the  membranes  be  ruptured  or  not.  hand  forward  firmly  into  the  orifice.    Never 
But  as  soon  as  it  will  admit  of  the  safe  in-  be  contented  with  one  foot  when  it  is  pos- 
troduotion  of  the  band,   where  you  have  sible  to  grasp  both ;  and  this  can  always  be 
ascertained  that  an  arm  presents,  no  time  done  when  the  liquor  amnii  has  not  escaped, 
should  be  lost  in  completing  the  ddivery,  and  the  uterus   is  not  closely  contracted 
otherwise  the  membranes  may  give  way,  the  around  the  body  of  the  child.     Seize  both 
liquor  amnii  be  evacuated,   and  a  case  of  feet  and  legs,  and  when  there  is  no  pain, 
little  difficulty  and  danger  be  suddenly  con-  draw  Uiem  down  into  the  vagina ;  and  as  the 
verted  into  one  equally  hazardous  to  the  natesdescendthroughtheosuteri,theshoulder 
mother  and  child.      In  all  cases  of  labour,  and  arm  will  gradually  recede  or  be  re- 
where  the  first  stage  is  far  advanced  without  tracted,   and  ¥rill  offer  no  obstacle  to  the 
the  nature  of  the  presentation  being  posi-  remaining    part   of   the  operation,    which 
tively  determined,  or  a  superior  extremity  is  should  be  completed   as  if  the  nates  and 
felt  through  the  membranes,   the  patient  inferior  extremities  had  orginally  presented, 
should  be  kept  in  the  horizontal  position,  and  which  has  already  been  very  fully  de- 
that  they  may  not  be  ruptured ;  and  you  scribed.     In  actual  practice,  except  in  twin 
should  remain  in  constant  attendance  upon  cases,  the  membranes  have  been  ruptured 
the  patient,  and  be  prepared  to  interfere  the  and  the  liquor  amnii  is  gone,  in  a  great  pro- 
instant  the  necessity  arises.  portion  of  cases — in  about  ten  to  one — ^long 
When  the  operation  of  turning  is  required  before  we  are  called  upon  to  deliver  by 
before  the  membranes  are  ruptured,   and  turning,  and  the  operation  is  then  a  much 
when  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  is   vridely  more  serious  affair.     Sometimes  when  the 
dilated,  and  there  are  long  intervals  between  os  uteri  is  half  dilated,  there  is  an  interval 
the   pains,  it    is  accompanied    with  little  of  freedom  from  pain  for  several  houra  after 
difficulty  and  dfeinger.     Having  explained  to  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  and  partial 
the  patient  and  her  relatives  the  nature  of  escape  of  the  liquor  amnii.     Here  it  is  ad- 
the  case,  let  her  lie  on  the  left  side  near  the  visable  to  turn  without  delay ;  and  the  hand 
edge  of  the  bed,  with  the  knees  drawn  up  to  can  be  passed  up  into  the  uterus  and  the  feet 
tht  abdomen.     Sit  down  by  the  side  of  the  brought  down  with  little  more  difficulty  than 
bed  and  quietly  take  off  your  coat ;  lay  bare  if  the  membranes  had  not  been  ruptured, 
your  right  arm  by  turning  up  the  shirt  above  The  shoulder  and  arm  may  present,  and 
the  elbow,  and  cover  the  back  of  the  hand  the  operation  of  turning  be  required  where 
and  the  whole  fore-arm  with  cold  cream,  the  membranes  have  burst  at  the  commence- 
lard,  or  a  solution  of  soap.     Introduce  one  ment  of  the  labour,  the  liquor  amnii  has 
finger  afler  anoUier  into  the  vagina,  and  escaped,  and  the  os  uteri  is  rigid,  and  is  not 
slowly  and    effectually    dilate    its    orifice,  dilated  in  a  sufficient  degree  to  allow  the 
The  hand  in  a  conical  form,  and  in  a  state  of  hand   to  pass.     You  can   learn   from   ex- 
hidf  supination,  must  ^en  be  pressed  steadily  perience  alone,  when  there  is  a  probability  in 
forward  with  a  semi-rotatory  motion  against  such  cases  of  artificially  dilating  the  os  uteri 
the  perineum  and  sides  of  the  passage,  till  it  without  the  employment  of  too  much  force  ; 
clean  the  orifice  of  the  vagina.    This  should  it  bbest  to  wait  patiently,  in  such  astate  of  tfle 
always  be  done  very  slowly  and  gently,  as  it  os  uteri,  till  relaxation  takes  place,  before  at- 
is  accompanied  with  great  pain.     Let  the  tempting  to  overcome  the  resistance,  and  to 
hand  remain  some  time  in  the  orifice  of  the  obviate  the  danger  of  spontaneous  laceration 
vagina,   that  it  may  be  fully  dilated,  and  of  the  uterus  by  venesection  and  opiates, 
offer  no  resistance  in  the  subsequent  steps  A  much  more  difficult  case  of  turning 
of  the  operation  of   turning.     When  the  than  any  of  liiose  already  described,  is  that  in 
hand    has   dilated   the  vagina  sufficiently,  which    the    liquor    amnii  has    long    been 
in  the  absence  of  pain  gently  insinuate  the  evacuated,  the  uterus  has  contracted  strongly 
|)oints  of  the  fingen  and  thumb  into  the  os  around  the  body  of  the  child,  and  the  arm, 
uteri  in  a  conical  form  ;  and  if  it  is  not  suf-  shoulder,  and  a  part  of  the  thorax,  have  be- 
fidently  open  to  allow  the  hand  to  pass,  you  come  flrml<}  vai^Aft^xA.  \tl  V^^  ^^dc^.  ^^ 
must  proceed  next  to  use  artificial  dilatation  aUnm^t  Vn  vocYi  ^  caaiE^  ^ctfyc\^  «<i^\)^  ^ba^ 
here  also,  very  gmtly  and  slowly,   always    to  foH»\jwiV  \2bft  ^TtawsSCvasj,  -^^^  Ss*ft  ' 
gtoppingaa  soon  as  a  paincomes  on,  butnot    utems,b\i^^^^^^^»^'^^^*'°^^^^^^  ^     ^ 
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found  adherent ;   there  was  not  a  drop  The  i)hy8ical  sij^ns  were  as  follows : — 

of  fluid   to    be  found    therein.    And  The  entire  right  side  and  the  upper  ^)art 

another   instance     might  be    hereby  of  the  left  sounded  well  on  percussion, 

added  to  the  so-called  fallacies  of  aus-  and  afforded  pure  respiratory  murmur, 

cultation.     But  considerable  effusion  only  a  little  increased  in  its  mtensity  of 

was  predicted,  and  considerable  effusion  sound.    The  whole  of  the  left  side  was 

was  found  to  exist.    The  general  symp-  imperfectly  raised  during  inspiration, 

toms,  as  well  as  the  physical  signs^  and  the  inferior  part  anteriorly,  and  all 

might  naturally  induce  the  belief  that  below  the  scapula  posteriorly,  were  dull 

this  effusion  was  partly  fluid— it  was  upon  percussion;  affording  well  marked, 

found  solid.  but  not  very  fine  crepitating  rattle  at 

the  end  of  each  inspiration,  and,  below 

Case  UL— Pneumonia,  with  tubercle* ;  i\^q    scapula,   decided    bronchophony 

rapid  and  exlemive  consoiidatiou  a  approaching  the  tone  of  Punch  upon 

few  days  be/ore  death,  speaking.  The  patient  was  considerably 

I  was,  on  the  3d  of  January,  1843,  depressed  in  spirits,  and  very  anxious, 

reauested  to  visit  a  gentleman  by  Mr.  especially  in  reference  to  the  probable 

Collambell,  of  Lambeth,  from  whom  I  existence  of  tubercles    in  the  lungs. 

received  the  following  account  of  his  After  minute  examination  I  felt  justified 

history  and    ailments.      He    was   23  in  stating  that,  whatever  might  be  the 

years  of  age,  married,  the  father  of  two  probability  of  their  presence  arising 

children ;   bv  occupation  an  enCTaver  from  other  symptoms,  J  was  unable  to 

on  wood,  01  some  celebrity  and  con-  detect  any  phi/ steal  indication  of  tlieir 

siderable  merit.    His  mother  died  of  existence. 

phthisis.    Some  weeks  before,  he  had  He  was  ordered  the  tartrate  of  anti- 

oeen  attended  by  Mr.  Collambell  for  a  mony  in  small  but  frequently  repeated 

rather  severe  attack  of  heemoptvsis,  doses,  and,  as  depiction  appeared  from 

accompanied  by  marked  dulness  01  the  his  debility  to  ue  contra-indicated,  a 

right  side  of  the  chest,  and  principally  succession  of  blisters  to  the  affected 

anectinff,  if  not  wholly  confined  to,  the  side. 

middle  lobe  of  the  lung.    The  hocmop-  January  9th.-- He  was  represented  to 

tysis  yielded  to  treatment ;  the  dulness  have  been  much  lower  this  morning ; 

on  percussion,  and  other  signs  of  pul-  but  at  my  visit  in  the  afternoon  had 

monary  apoplexy,  disappeared  almost  considerably  improved.     The  dulness 

entirely,  ana  he  was  prudently  advised  upon  percussion  had  almost  disappeared; 

to  go  into  the  country  to  re-establish  the     bronchophony    was    no    longer 

his   health.      While     there,   accord-  audible;  the  cougn  had  considerably 

ing    to  his    own    statement,  he  was  decreased;  the  ail^cted  part  of  the  lunc^ 

again     attacked     with     haemoptysis,  was  clearly  much  more  perme  ible,  ana 

and  was  treated  by  nauseants.    The  the  inspiration  therein  was  accompanied 

after    symptoms   rendered   it    proba-  with  a  eeneral  muco-crepitating  rattle, 

ble  that  the  medicine  was  antimony  Just  below  the  heart  alone  was  there  a 

administered  for  the  cure  of  pneumonia,  space  about  as  large  as  the  palm  of  the 

the  rusty  sputa  of  which  had  by  him-  hand,  under  which,  from  the  dulness  on 

self  been  supposed  to  prove  that  he  was  ercussion   and  the  absence  of  respi- 

againsuffenngfrom"  spitting  of  blood."  ratory  murmur,  or  morbid  rattles,   it 

After  some  days  he  came  to  town,  and  appeared  probable  that  the  Inn^  was 

affain  placed  himself  under  the  care  of  still  consolidated.  The  infra-clavicular, 

Mr.  Cfollambell.    I  saw  him  the  day  acromial,  and  scapular  regions,  were 

after  his  return.    His  complexion  was  again  examinedattcntively,  but  afforded 

fair ;  his  hair  long,  and  olack ;    his  no  evidence  of  disease  or  obstruction, 

breathing  was  frequent  and  difHcult,  He  was  still  ver^  anxious,  weak,  and 

rendering  it  necessary  that  he  should  pale ;  but  the  skin  was  still  rather  hot 

be  supported  in  bed  by  pillows ;  his  and  dry,  and  he  was  ordered  to  repeat 

cough  was  not  very  frequent ;  his  ex-  the  medicine  less  frequently,  and  to 

pectoration  frothy,  mucous,  viscid,  gene-  persist  in  the  use  of  the  blisters, 

rally  white,  but  intermixed  with  portions  I  saw  him  about  ten  days  after  this, 

of  a  reddish  brown  colour;  the  skin  but  discovered  little  difference  in  his 

was  hot  and  dry ;   the  ton^e  moist  general  or  local  symptoms.    He  was 

and  not  much  loaded ;  the  pulse  small,  now  recommended  to  taxe  a  milder  tonic, 

feeble,  and  frequent.  and  to  continue  the  blisters. 
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February  12th. — He  had  considerably  the  distress  caused  by  the  exploration, 
increased  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  were  not  upon  this  occasion  examined, 
was  rather  weaker.    He  had  in  no  re-  His  pulse  was  now  excedingly  small 
spect  improved.    The  muco-crepitating  and  feeble,  and  his  debility  very  great, 
rattle  of  the  left  side  inferiorly,  the  The  expectoration,  as  throughout  the 
dulness  and  absence  of  respiration  in  a  complaint,  was   frothy,    mucous,  and 
small  defined  portion  of  the  lung,  and  small  in  quantity.    Sulphate  of  copper 
the  absence  of  the  indications  of  dis-  and  opium  were  now  recommended  to 
ease  in  the  upper  part  of  both  lungs,  re-  be  given  in  addition  to  the  catechu  and 
mained  as  before.    But  the  tongue  was  aromatic  confection,  previously  ordered 
red,  and  he  had  some  diarrhoea;  the  by  Mr.  CoUambell,  but  they  were  in- 
pulse  as  usual  was  small,  frequent,  and  effectual  in  checking  the  relaxation  of 
leeble.  the  bowels ;  his  dyspnoea  gradually  in- 
Ordered-Small  doses  of  Hydr.  c.  Cieta  f  ^«^^^'  and  latterly  became  most  dis- 
and  PalT.  Ipec.  C.  at  bed^time,  «id  a  ^^^^]^«.  and  he   expired  dunng  the 
mUturc  coDtoiiiiDg  Compoand  Chalk  evening  of  February  l27th. 
powder,  Mucilage,  and  Infiudon  of  Cn«-  ./»5P^/»^?  ^  *^«'*'  f^J}^^  Jealh,  by 
paria,  during  the  day.  -'"'••  Coliamhell  and  mytelf,  —Externally 
-_,__.                   ^           ,  ,  considerable  emaciation  was  evident, 
19th.— No   improvement ;     aphthae  ^ut  there  existed  no  appearance  of  de- 
hnd  appeared  on  the  tongue  and  cheeks,  composition.    The  chest  alone  was  per- 
which  were  red  and  tender;  the  diarrhoea  nji^^^  by  the  friends  to  be  examined, 
continued  frequently  to  trouble  him,  and  ^j^g    pericardium    contained    a    few 
though  occasionally  checked  by  medi-  drachms  of  clear  serum.     The  heart 
cine,  materiall;r  contnbuted  to  exhaust  ^^s  moderately  distended  with  very 
his  little  remaininffstrength.  His  chest  dark  and  nearly   fluid  blood.    It  was 
wasagamjexaminedascarefullyashisde-  rather  loose,  pale  and  soft  in  structure, 
bihty  would  permit.  The  portion  formeriy  ^ixxt  free  from  any  other  marks  of  dis- 
affected therewith  presented  the  same  ^^^^ 

mucocrepitating  rattle  as  before.    The  i^^r^  „rfe.— The    two    folds  of   the 

part  below  the  heart  was  still  dull,  but  pj^^^  ^p^e  connected  by  adhesions  of 

was  now  supposed  to  be  breaking  down.  Jifferent  sizes  and  various  characters; 

Thisatleastappeared  to  be  indicated  by  a  ^^^^    ^gre    close    and   membranous; 

peculiarly  shnll  and  resonant  mucous  ^therd  soft  and  opaque;  while  small 

rattle  being  distinctly  heard  over  it.  The  portions    of    semi-transparent   lymph 

upper  parts  of  the  chest  were  amn  ^.^g  ^und  on  other  parts  of  the  mem- 

carefully  examined,  and  again  found  to  ij^ane.    The  inferior  two- thirds  of  this 

be   freely  expansible   on   insjjiration,  jy^g,  or  thereabouts,  were  soft,  dark, 

perfectly  resonant  upon  percussion,  and  friable,  and  congested  from  the  reced- 

free  from  all  morbid  sounds,  excepting  ing  pneumonia,  but  were  thinly  sprinkled 

a  slight  increase  of  the  natural  respira-  throughout     with    small    transparent 

tory  murmur  approaching  to  puenle  tubercles.    A  small  portion,  about  an 

respiration.    In  the  lower  part  of  the  ^^^^i  and  a  half  square,  at  the  anterior 

nght  lung  there  was  now,  however,  and  inferior  part,  Just  below  the  heart, 

heard  some  muco-crepitaUng  ratUe.  exactly  in  the  situation  indicated  by 

Ordered— To  use  a  croton  oil  liniment  as  a  dulness    and    absence    of   respiration 

counter-irritant,  as  the  blisters  caused  during  life,  was  consolidated,  of  a  dirty 

considerable  inconTenience  by    stran-  white  or  fawn-colour,  from  the  infiltra- 

guary.  To  take  Infusion  of  Catechu,  and  tion  of  pus,  and  contained  small  cavities 

aromatic  confection  with  other  astrin-  partly  nlled  with  the  same  sort  of  fluid, 

gents,  and  if  the  diarrhora  should  be  and  communicating  with  the  bronchial 

checked,  to  replace  it  with  Tr.  Ferri  tubes.     The  upper  third  of  this  lung 

Sesquichlorid.  and  Inftiskm  of  QuassU,  ^..jg  generally  very  solid,  and  quite  des- 

or  some  other  preparation  of  iron,  should  titute  of  air,  of  an  iron  grey  colour, 

that  be  found  not  to  agree.  friable,  and  opaque,  but  containing  a 

23d.— The  diarrhoea  continued  un-  few  transparent  tubercles  interspersed 

checked  j  the  dyspnoea  had  considera-  through  it,  and  also  many  small  dep6ta 

bly  increased.    The  lower  parts  of  the  of  well-formed  healthy  pus,  varying  in 

chest  presented  the  same  physical  signs  size  from  a  large  shot  to  a  small  bean. 

88  before :  the  upper,  in  consequence  of  These  collections  of  matter  were  lodged 
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in  cavities  which  were  of  a  rounded  ception,  than  any  other  part,  hut  imper- 
form,  were  lined  ¥rith  a  fine  layer  of  meahle,  solid,  and  suppurating, 
opaque  lymph,  were  quite  filled  with  the  The  explanation  is  evident.  ^  This 
fluid,  and  appeared  to  have  no  commu-  disease  was  not  discovered,  simply 
nication  with  the  external  air.  Quite  hecause  it  did  not  exist  at  the  time  the 
at  the  apex  of  the  lune  was  an  irregu-  exploration  of  the  chest  was  made.  Ten 
larly  shaped  cavity,  which  was  broken  days  intervened  between  the  examina- 
by  the  enorts  used  in  tearing  away  the  tion  of  the  chest  and  the  death  of  the 
strong  adhesions  by  which  it  was  con-  individual.  During  this  period  his 
nected  to  the  parietes.  It  appeared  to  general  distress  had  much  increased, 
be  nearly  as  iarfi;e  as  a  pullet's  egg,  nis  debility  from  diarrhoea  had  con- 
to  have  walls  which  were  loose,  floccu-  siderablv  advanced,  and  his  dvspnoea 
lent,  anddark-coloured,  and  to  have  been  especially  had  become  gradually  but 
multilocular.  greatly  aggravated.  During  this  period, 
Right  side. — The  upper  third  of  this  men,  this  new  disease  had  been  set  up 
lung  adhered  firmly  to  the  ribs,  and  was  and  had  run  its  course.  It  did  not 
in  other  respects  precisely  in  the  same  exist — it  may,  indeed,  be  asserted  to  be 
condition  as  that  of  the  left,  excepting  physically  impossible  that  it  could  have 
that  there  was  no  cavity  in  the  apex,  existed — at  the  time  of  the  preceding 
but  a  small  one,  about  the  size  of  an  examination.  Even  if  this,  however, 
almond,  with  a  smooth  lining  of  semi-  were  not  true,  it  would  appear  in- 
purulent  l^mph,  and  nearly  empty,  at  credible  that  a  portion  of  the  lung  not 
the  postenor  part.  The  middle  lobe  so  large  as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  in  a 
contained  several  defined,  portions  as  more  difficult  position  for  examination 
large  as  nuts  or  almonds,  of  a  dirty  pale  and  detection,  should  be  constantly  pro- 

{>ink  colour,  firm,  friable,  dry  and  air-  nounced  to  be  consolidated,  till  it  was 

ess,  probably  the  remains  of  the  pre-  stated,  only  a  few  days  before  death,  to 

ceding   pulmonary   apoplexy.      With  be  breaking  down  and  forming  cavities, 

these  were  commingled  masses  of  grey  and  should  be  afterwards  found  exactly 

consolidation  of  the  lun^  from  pneu-  in  the  situation,  and  precisely  in  the  con- 

monia,  approaching  in  character  that  dition  that  had  been  predicted,  and  yet 

existing  m  the  apices,  but  without  any  that  this  far  more  extensive  and  obvious 

purulent  depdts.  Irregularly  distributed  disease  should  have  remained  undis- 

between  these  two  specimens  of  diseased  covered.  The  case,  then,  was  an  instance 

structure  were  portions  of  lung  perfectly  of  rapid  consolidation  of  the  lung,  with 

healthy.    The  inferior  lobe  of  the  right  purulent  deposits,  occurring  in  a  scro- 

side  was  the  least  diseased  of  any  part  fulous  subject  a  short  time  before  death, 

of  the  lungs.    Posteriorly  it  was  dark-  Such  rapidchanges  are,  I  am  convinced, 

coloured  from  gravitation,  but  anteriorly  especially  in  persons  of  bad  constitution , 

was  light  coloured,  dry,  soft  and  crepi-  by  nomcansunfrequent.  Thusaperson, 

tant,  and  contained  only  a  very  few  notmany  weeks  since,  was  admitted  into 

transparent  tubercles  thinly  scattered  the  hospital,  the  duration  of   whose 

through  it.  entire  illness  was  not  more  than  eleven 

In  the  preceding  case  is  presented  an  days,  but  upon   the    examination    of 

example,  of  eonsolidation  of  the  upper  whose  body  after  death  the  middle  lobe 

parts  of  both  lungs  so  extensive  and  of  the  right  lung  was  found  not  only  per- 

complete  as  to  render  a  considerable  fectly  consolidated,  but  softened,  and  of 

portion  of  the  organs  almost  perfectly  a  dirty  fawn  colour,  from  the  infiltration 

impermeable  by  air.    This  consolida-  of  pus,  the  consequence  of  an  active  but 

tion,  nevertheless,  was  not  discovered  low  form  of  pneumonia.    Thus  also  it 

during  life.     It  offers  also  a  very  re-  arises  that  cavities  are  sometimes  found 

markable  illustration  of  some  of  the  where  none  had  been  predicted ;  that 

supposed     fallacies     of    auscultation,  large  caverns  are  exposed  to  view,  where 

Nothing  could  be  more  striking.  Those  small  abscesses  were  supposed  to  exist ; 

parts  of  the  lungs  which  afforded  during  and  that  consolidations  and  effusions 

life  natural  resonance  and  almost  pure  are  discovered  after  death  which  had 

respiratory   murmur,    and    were   pro-  not  been  prognosticated  during  the  life 

nounced  to  be  comparatively  free  from  of  the  patient, 
disease,  were  found  after  death  not  only 

more  diseased,  with  one  trifling  ex-  
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REFLECTIONS  defective   facts  and  limited   obsenra- 

^^^  tion.    Some  links  of  the  chain,  how- 

°       ^w^  ,,«^^T  »,,,«    ever,   are   perhaps  within  our  reach. 

INFLUENCES  OF  COLD  UPON  THE    jj^^  terminations  of  the  sanguiniferous 

LIVING  BODY.  system  on  the  surface  of  the  bodv  have 

Bt  T.  Wilkinson  Kino.  theiy  action  immediately  diminished  by 

the  local  abstraction  of  calonc*."  Thus 

,  ^  .    ,        .    ,         wrote  a  highly  intelligent  physician, 

AdmiUed  effecU ;    chemical;    vital—    Dr.  G.  Kelfie,  of  Leith,  near  forty  years 

Safety  valve— Heat  depend*  an  many    ^.^^^       j^  ^^   U^^l^   ^  his    reproach 

functiom  —  Five  effects  of  cold -^    ^Yibl^  ^^le  existing  knowledge  and  doc- 

Statei  ofNervet—Congestion^Uelay    ^^^^  ^.^  ^^^  enable   him  to  extend 

of  functions  ;  reaction;  irregular—    j^j^  reflections  with  much  greater  suc- 

Diathesis  ;  Jever ;   wasting ;   trri*«-    ^^^     ^ j^j^  reference  to  severe  cold, 

tion.  he  argued  farther  thus : — **  The  whole 

At  a  time  when  cold  and  cold  water    series  of  chans^es,  from  the  first  torpor 

are  becoming  so  much  reputed  among    of  the  skin  and  lungs  to  the  complete  sus- 

the  ignorant  and  the  careless,  it  may    pension  ofthe  voluntary  powers,  may  be 

not  be  unacceptable  to  many  to  find    connected  and  illustrated  by  the  theory 

an  attempt  made  towards  determining    (of  pulmonic  sympathy  and  influence); 

the  medical  value    of   these  agents,    jf^  as  there  is  some  reason  to  conjec- 

We  hope  to  be  able,  in  a  small  degree,    ture,   the  blood  suffer  changes  at  the 

to  correct  the  received  doctrines  rela-    cutaneous  surface  similar  to  those  it 

tive  to  the  subject  of  cold,  but  it  is  not  so    undergoes  in  the  lunw— if  there  be  a 

much  our  intention  to  treat  of  it  syste-    co-operation  of  the  ftinctions  of  these 

matically  as  to  prepare  the  way  for    ^^o  organs  in  freeing  the  blood  from 

other  considerations.  carbon,    hydrocarbonate,   or  carbonic 

We  cannot  but   observe    that  the    acid." 
compiled  notices  concerning  cold  a^-        The  words  in  italics  have  our  con- 
pear  to  us  to  comprise  much  that  is    currence,  but,  as  will  be  seen,  we  do 
erroneous  and  unsatisfiictory,  especially    not  accompany  the  physiologist  to  the 
in  the  way  of  theory.  conclusion.    Dr.  K.  quotes  a  particu- 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  i^rly  happy  apology  from  the  Essay 
cause  of  disease  so  well  appreciated  or  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautifid :— "  A 
so  generally  admitted  as  cold.  We  do  theory  founded  on  experiment,  and  not 
not  mean  that  its  agency  is  under-  assumed,  is  always  good  for  so  much 
stood,  but  merely  that  autliors  and  as  it  explains.  Our  inability  to  push 
observers  of  all  kinds,  and  in  all  places,  j^  indefinitely  is  no  argument  at  all 
attribute  the  rise  and  modification  of  against  it.  This  inability  may  be  ow- 
the  greatest  variety  of  affections  to  the  jj,g  iq  our  ignorance  of  some  necessary 
influence  of  cold,  and  to  us  it  seems  mediums — to  a  want  of  proper  appli- 
almost  impossible,  medically,  to  attach  cation — to  many  other  causes  besides 
too  much  importance  to  the  study  ofthe  a  defect  in  the  principles  we  employ." 
agent  in  question.  When  we  see  how  much  chemical 

"  The  theories  of  sympathy  and  of  reactions  are  influenced  by  tempera- 
associated  motions  are  nardly  adequate  tQ^e,  and  observe  that  the  functions  of 
to  an  explanation  of  the  phenomena  of  vegetable  life  are  similarly  controlled, 
torpor  from  cold.  There  must  here,  as  ^g  jnay  well  conclude  that  there  is  no 
in  other  cases,  be  a  regular  series  of  ^ore  important  subject  in  medicine* 
events,  a  succession  of  antecedents  and  (han  that  of  the  influence  of  tempera- 
consequents  in  the  relation  of  cause  tu^e  on  the  animal  body.  Tempera- 
and  effect,  from  the  first  to  the  last  tu^e  or  heat  must  be  a  main  element  in 
event,  which  it  is  the  business  of  phi-  every  process  of  health  and  disease, 
losophy  to  discover  and  enumerate,  and  in  the  operation  of  every  remedy. 
The  narration  is  still  incomplete,  fit)m        Chemistry  shows  us  very  clearly  that 

-^  In  respect  of  principle.,  these  tboo^ht.  are.  water  is  at  least  a  triple  compound  of 

in  part,  a  repetition  of  what  has  been  etoeirhere  oxygen,  hydrogen,  and  matter  of  heat : 

advanced.    In  retpect  of  iUn^tion,  they  are  ^j^^g  j^  j-  ^g  mUBi  remember,  that  heat 

left  somewhat  deftdent,  to  avoid  repeating  more.  -^ 

We  may  refer  generally  to  former  P«per«  m  thw — 

journal,  and  in  the  Ony'a  ^p^Ji^^SSiC&fS!^  *  See  t\ie  lA!itteuT%\i  VkwSCvtiX  %sA  'Swxt^'ciJi^ 

%ticiilarly  to  one  m  the  tettw.  On  Variable  Dis-  jouiSl,  vo\.  \T  W?  >»»« 
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is  one  of  the  essential  elements  of  the  to  raise  or  lower  the  temperature  f\f  any 
blood  and  animal  tissues.  The  degree  one  part  is  to  do  the  same  by  the  rest, 
and  variations  of  temperature  of  a  Put  one  hand  in  water  at  110^,  and  in 
living  part  are  necessary  conseouences  a  short  time  it  and  all  the  remotest 
of  its  nutrient  functions,  and  wnen  we  parts  will  gain  1®  of  heat.  With  one 
have  considered  the  heat  which  is  hand  in  iced  water,  the  opposite  one 
indispensable  to  the  integrity  of  the  will  pretty  speedily  lose  9*  or  10*^. 
part,  our  next  great  concern  probably  These  are  facts  of  the  utmost  impor- 
should  be  with  the  temperature  which  tance,  and  of  the  most  constant  use  in 
disturbs  the  function  of  the  part,  and  our  reflections  on  health  and  disease, 
finally  the  functions  of  the  body  gene-  prophylactics  and  remedies*, 
rally.  In  all  this,  however,  the  caloric  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  tern- 
evolved  may  be  considered  chiefly  as  perature  of  warm-blooded  animals  fol- 
an  index  of  the  more  material  changes  lows  very  closely  in  inverse  proportion 
by  which  it  is  eliminated.  to  the  degree  of  safety-valve-function 
With  reference  to  the  influence  of  attributed  to  each ;  that  is,  in  direct 
cold,  we  should  not  neglect  to  consider  proportion  to  the  force  and  precision  of 
what  is  best  known  with  regard  to  the  the  general  circulation  f.  The  tempe- 
temperature  of  our  bodies.  rature  of  the  body  seems  in  most 
Tnus  it  is  highly  important  to  re-  cases  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  fre- 
member  that  all  parts  have  their  own  quency  of  the  pulse, 
natural  and  pretty  definite  proportions  Harvey  put  a  ligature  on  the  arm 
of  heat.  The  following  is  probably  a  until  the  veins  were  distended,  and 
well-observed  instance: — In  the  month  then  cooled  the  limb  down  conside- 
of  July,  the  left  ventricle  itself  was  rably,  and  he  found  that  suddenly  re- 
about  103"^  Fah.,  its  blood  a  little  less,  laxing  the  ligature  produced  a  deep 
and  so  successively  less  and  less,  the  sense  of  cold  in  the  thorax.  This  may 
right  ventricle  and  its  blood,  and  then  seem  a  rude  experiment,  yet  it  cannot 
the  mouth  and  rectum,  the  hands,  the  but  have  its  fellow  in  every-day  life, 
groin  and  axillee,  the  cheeks,  the  feet,  and  the  most  valuable  coroUancs  de- 
and  the  surfiice  of  the  hypochondria  pend  on  it.  It  is  in  vain  to  impute  all 
exposed,  on  which  the  thermometer  delay  of  secretions  and  the  like  to  mere 
stood  at  95^,  obstructions  of  nervous  influence;  cool- 
In  the  main,  the  heat  of  the  bod*/  ing  the  blood  is  a  certain  means  of 
decreases  towards  the  surface;  there  retarding  all  capillary fiinctions.  Sub- 
is  a  diffierence  of  three  or  foiir  degrees  sequent  reactions  are  the  necessary  re- 
between  the  layers  half  an  inch  deep  suit  of  such  retardations.  If  the  reac- 
OQ  the  chest,  legs,  and  arms,  and  the  don  be  general  and  equal,  it  is  salutary, 
muscles  an  inch  and  a  half  deeper,  but  if  it  be  only  partial,  it  can  scarcely 
Other  circumstances  modify  this  state-  fall  to  be  excessive  and  mischievous, 
ment.  It  has  been  very  commonly  advanced 
Parts  are  warm  in  proportion  to  that  the  respiratory  function  is  that 
their  depth,  central  situation,  vascular  which  especially  and  almost  exclu- 
aupply,  and  immediate  vascular  acti-  sively  regnlates  the  heat  of  the  body, 
vitv.  but  we  should  not  forget  that  the  sup- 
When  the  artery  of  a  limb  is  com-  plies  of  digestion  are  equally  essential. 
Eressed,  the  heat  of  the  whole  limb  We  make  this  remark,  however,  chiefly 
egins  immediately,  though  slowly,  to  for  the  sake  of  a  more  general  observa- 
.decline,  and  on  removing  the  obstruc-  tion,  that  the  condition  of  the  blood 
lion,  so  soon  the  temperature  begins  and  its  function  are  dependent  on 
to  rise*.  many  organs,  and  that  we  must  be 
On  the  approach  of  summer,  or  the  careful  not  to  impute  an  undue  share 
like,  while  the  thermometer  is  rising  of  uses  to  any  particular  organ,  how- 
from  60^  to  80^,  the  heat  of  our  bodies  ever  essential  it  may  be  in  some  one 
is  rising  from  90*="  to  100<',  and  so  that  respect 

ofbirdsfromlOO*»tollO<».  The  function  of  respiration  is  no 

Again,  we  find  it  a  general  law,  that     — - — - — _^, ,    ,  . — rz: — : — ^    ^  . 

^       ' ? !_ «  Siee  the  article  Animal  Heat,  in  the  Cyclo- 

♦  Sec  an  explanatkm  of  the  Ghangw  after  tYinjc  IMcdia  of  Anatomy  and  FhyBiology. 
arteries,  in  a  paper  "  On  tlie  Open  State  or  the        t  Vide  Acooimta  of  the  Safety  Valv^-Amction 

y^iic/iS^rtrnSS  after  Birth,»'^by  T.  W.  King.  In  the  HeMt  of  Bfanaml  Wani^.SiaodadAnimal8, 

lomhh  mnd  BdinbaqA  MtnOhlf  JwxnA  of  by  T.  W.  King«  Ony'a  Hoapital  Beporta,  Nofc 

MedicMl  Scicuce,  Julymi,  ♦  ftad  l\. 
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doubt  essential  to  the  processes  of  cir-  cold  has  operated  almost  over  the  whole 

culntion,  nutrition,  and  evolution    of  surface. 

heat,  but  the  full  development  of  man^  The  first  great  effect  of  the  applica- 

functions  (as  to  a  series  of  animals)  is  tion  of  cold  to  the  surface  of  the  body 

scarcely  less  indisnensable  than  that  of  is,  to  diminish  the  vitality,  or  rather 

respiration.    We  have  nothing  which  nutrition   of  the    part.     The    conse- 

serves  to  prove  that  the  highest  grade  quences  of  this  result  will  be  various, 

of  respiratory  function  could  of  itself  according  to  the  degree,  extent,  and 

be  equal  to  any  useful  end.  the  duration  of  the  cold,  and  according 

Medically,    the    influence    of   cold  to  the  powers  of  resistance  which  the 

seems  to  demand  a  threefold  conside-  individual  may  possess.    Five  different 

ration.    We  have  to  seek  for  the  ex-  changes  at  least  demand  attention, — 

planation  of  its  morbid  agency,  of  its  1st,  as  affecting  the   state   of   the 

curative  actions,  and  of  its  peculiar  surface; 

influence  in  regulating  the  functions  2dly,  with  regard  to  superficial  local 

of   the   body,    as    we    observe  them  reaction; 

changing  with  the  advance  of  winter,  3dly,  the  simple    determination  of 
or  a  visit  to  colder  climates.    Thus,  we  blood  to  the  interior ; 
find  a  physiological,  a    pathological,  4thly,  the  depression  of  functions 
and  a  therapeutic  series  of  views,  which  generally ;  and 
require    distinct  investigation,  but  it  5thly,  the  determination  of  active 
may  for  the  present  suffice,  if  we  are  functions  generally,  or  in  parti- 
enabled,  by  reference  to  these  various  cular  parts,  by  reaction. 
l>oiiits   indiscriminately,    to    establish  Dr.  Copland,  the  focus  of  authorities, 
more  accurate  notions  of  the  influence  observes  (Dictionary,   p.  355),   "The 
of  cold  generally.  vrimary  tjffects  of  the  abstraction  of 

It  is  desirable  to  consider,  but  not  neat  from  a  part,  to  the  extent  of  pro- 

easy  to  decide,  how  far  cold  may  ope-  ducing  a  decided   sensation  of  cold, 

rate  locally.     It  does  not  seem  to  affect  appear  to  be  exerted  upon  the  nervoui 

the  feet,  or  the  neck  and  arms;  yet  a  system,  whose    sensibility    and    vital 

disordered  tooth,  or  perhaps  a  chronic  manifestations  it  lowers,    and,  when 

laryngitis,  are  directly  disturbed  by  it.  excessive,  entirely  annihilates."     Now 

Wc  do  not  imagine  that  if  half  a  dozen  we  do  not  deny  this  statement,  yet  we 

square    inches    of    the    subclavicular  believe  that  the  partial  view  it  affords 

space  were  alone  exposed  to  cold  air,  is  a  great  and  prevalent  error.-   The 

that  this  would  particularly  affect  the  concomitant  effects  on  the  blood  and 

lung;  but  in  the  case  of  a  skin  disease,  capillaries,  as  independent  organs  (sup- 

or   an    ophthalmia,    the    case    seems  pose     frost-bite    superadded    to    old 

different.  paralysis),  are   mucn   more  essential 

Cold  directly  applied  may  affect  any  local  changes :  and  there  is  reason  to 

organ,  and  especially  if  it  be  already  suppose  that  the  effects  of  cold  on  the 

weak.    Remote  cold,  as  at  the  feet,  mass  of  the  blood  are  of  the  first  conse- 

may  affect  any  organ,  but  especially  quence,  independently  of  all  the  ner- 

the  weak  one;  as  the  lung,  or  the  eye,  vous  functions.     Some  may  infer  with 

as    in  the    case   of    rheumatism    or  Mr.  Travers  that  the  blood- globule  has 

headache.    Some  nodes  seem  to  be  the  its  own  peculiar  nervous  organization, 

effect  of  direct  cold ;  chilblains,  also,  which  is  susceptible  of  disturbance  or 

and    the    cutaneous  irritation  of  the  irritation ;  but  even  this  is  an  insuffi- 

winter's  evening.  cient  evasion,  for  it  is  a  much  more 

Cold  extremities  are  to  be  considered  certain  and  not  less  important  fact, 

as    general    indications   both  of   the  that  the  chemical  or  material  organi- 

influence  of  external  things  and  of  the  zation  of  the  blood  is  the  subject  of 

internal  dispositions.     They  are  the  disorder,  and  a  cause  of  diseases, 

first  markea  indications;   but  we  do  Cold  applied  to  a  part  in  some  in- 

not  think  it  wise  to  impute  disorder  tensity  operates  very  much  as  a  slow 

to  this  local  affection,  without  admitting  or  steady  pressure ;  the  nntrition  of  the 

that  the  surface  as  well  as  the  system  capillaries,  &c.  is  suspended  or  dis- 

has  been  at  the  same  time  much  more  turbed,  and  sabsequentlv  they  yield 

generally  a^ctcd.    The  patient  may  more  than  adjacent  vessels  to  the  dis- 

complain  of  having  had  cold  feet ;  but  tending  blood.     B^  VVvSa  >JMiYt  ^ik^x^- 

the  physician  must  conclnde  that  the  tion  ift  es^fectedi,  ^afii  Vferax  %Nx^xv!^^ 
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restored,   so   that  they  resume  their  the  skin  can  only  be  promoted  while 

natural  calibre;  and  in  this  manner,  the  proper  materials  prevail    in  the 

80  far  as  the  local  chances  are  inde-  blood.     If  it  be  an  object  to  be  desired, 

pendent,  we  see  merely  decline  of  ca-  it  would  appear  that  friction  offers  the 

pillary  function,  reaction,  and  restora-  simplest  means  of  insuring  cutaneous 

tion,  occurring  as  natural  and  simple  nourishment.      The   use  of   warmth, 

sequents  and  consequences.  while  it  excites  superficial  actions,  is 

The  application  of  cold  in  syncope  more  calculated,  according  to  expe- 
ls possib^  a  simple  transfer  of  blood ;  rience,  to  facilitate  many  functions, 
or  18  there  here  nervous  agency  in  ad-  both  nutrient  and  secretory,  or  even  to 
ditionP  induce  wasting.      The  application  of 

The  salutary  effects  of  cold  belong  cold,  however  judicious,  may  not  be 

to    the    study  of   therapeutics  ;    and  free  from  danger ;  its  advantages  seem 

amongst  medical    authors  the  use  of  to  depend  on    moderating  (retarding 

cold  has  had  strong  advocates.    I  shall  and  perhaps  equaliung)  the  internal 

but  briefly  reflect  on  its  mode  of  opera-  functions.     So  far  it  would  seem  to 

tion.    Topical  cold  reduces  inflamma-  resemblethe  medicines  which  retard  ex- 

tion,  and  seems  often  admissible ;  but  cretion,  and  add  force  to  the  circula- 

the  more  the  inflammation  is  healthful,  tion. 

the  less  it  needs  to  be  cut  short ;  while  A  gentleman  informed  us  that  he 

the  more  it  is  morbid,  the  less  it  is  safe  was  in  the  habit  of  accelerating  his  cir« 

to  subdue  it.    Applied  to  the  head  in  culation  to  a  considerable  degree  before 

cases  of  brain  affection,  cold  is  eene-  taking  his  seat  on  or  in  a  coach,  and 

rally  sanctioned ;  in  erysipelas  of  the  he  believed  that  thus  he  was  better  and 

scalp  it  is  mostly   prohibited.     Cer-  longer  able  to  resist  the  cold  while 

tainly  the  most  frequent  known  expla-  inactive.     In  this  we  conceive  he  may 

nation  of  metastasis  is  by  the  action  of  have  judged  rightly,  and  especially, 

cold.      Sponging  the    surface  of  the  supposing  as  a  contrast  the  case  of  one 

chest  is  only  equal  to  any  equally  free  taking  his  place  after  a  long  period  of 

ablution ;  it  may  be  harmless,  refresh-  rest.     The  general  action  of  the  sys- 

ing,  or  fatal.  tem,  free  distribution  of  the  blood,  and 

The  cold  bath  is  said  to  be  in  many  evolution  of  heat,  would  take  time  to 
cases  invigorating;  and  it  may  be  subside.  Our  approval  is  not  to  be 
pretty  evident  that  the  glow  which  it  understood  of  a  state  of  perspiration, 
induces  must  tend  to  the  freer  nutri-  by  which,  with  evaporation,  tne  body 
tion  of  the  skin,  if  it  be  not  rather  an  is  rapidly  cooled  down,  nor  will  it  apply 
absolute  index  of  the  augmented  nu-  to  that  exercise  which  may  produce 
tritive  process.  The  general  ease  of  an^  material  waste  of  the  circulatory 
body,  sense  of  health,  "  feeling  light,"  fluids,  for  under  such  circumstances 
as  it  is  called,  are  indications  of  protracted  exposure  would  And  the 
the  internal  functions  being  at  least  body  too  rapidly  becoming  exhausted 
free  from  oppression.  But  what  is  to  of  its  nutrient  and  calorific  materials, 
be  inferrea  from  all  this?  May  we  If  cold  could  be  made  to  effect  the  sim- 
conclude  more  than  this,  that  a  well  pie  purposes  of  abating  perspirations 
nourished  skin,  able  to  resist  casual  and  cutaneous  loss,  we  might  easily 
impressions  of  cold,  may  thus  some-  understand  the  advantage.  This  ob- 
times  be  obtained  ?  whilst  the  means  ject,  however,  in  delicate  persons,  is  at 
often  fail  or  prove  pernicious ;  and  the  least  of  doubtful  security.  Long-con- 
desired  object  is  not  less  surely  pro-  tinned  cold  is  out  of  the  question, 
moted  by  the  warm  or  tepid  bath,  trie-  The  most  transitory  cold  may  be  tried 
tions,  or  common  exercise.  Cold,  with  but  little  risk.  The  safest  mode 
frictions,  and  even  heat,  applied  gene-  of  cooling  the  surface  is  by  exercise  in 
rally,  with  judgment,  are  all  calculated  the  air  with  light  clothing ;  for,  while 
to  produce  a  free  nutrition  of  the  sur-  the  first  equalizes  the  functions  of  the 
face,  which  may  be  regarded  as  equallv  body,  the  latter  tends  to  moderate 
salutary  in  itself,  however  producea.  them;  but  even  this  attempt,  in  our 
It  is  in  vain,  however,  to  promote  this  own  experience,  requires  much  caution, 
state  at  the  expense  of  other  organs ;  It  is  sometimes  scarcely  necessary  that 
and,  of  course,  it  is  still  more  in  vain  more  than  a  small  part  of  the  frame  be 
to  expect  such  a  result  while  jg;encral  partially  clothed  to  produce  more  effi^ct 
wasting  is  in  progress.     Nutntion  of  than  is  healthful  or  safe.    With  respect 
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to  exercise  it  should  be  remembered  ficultics,  is  the  ultimate  limit  of  health 

likewise  that  it  not  only  tends  to  regu-  and  safety. 

late  all  functions,  but  first  favours  the  That  the  material  diminution  of  the 

nutrition  of  a  great  part  of  the  body,  superficial  functions  of  nutrition    or 

and  so  prepares  matters  for  excretion  secretion,  &c.  will  leave  more  to  be 

(to    stimulate  excretories),  and  even  disposed  of  by  other  actions,  we  need 

induce  freer  digestion.  not  stay  to  explain  ;  yet  we  should  re- 

Coid  applied  generally  to  the  surface  collect  that  tne  pathological  irregula- 

to  a  limited  degree,  when  the  body  is  rities    of   this    compensatory  process 

sufficiently  vigorous,  scarcely  seems  to  deserve  much  attention.    One  organ  is 

produce  a  decrease  of  activity.    It  may  already  more  prone  to  excitement  per- 

be  that  the  sudden  impediment  leadfs  haps ;    the  inaividual  more  prone  to 

at  once  to  a  commensurate  reaction  of  concoct  the  stimulus  of  one  Darticular 

the  capillaries  of  the  skin.    Hence  the  secreting  organ,  or  even  to  determine 

glow  after  immersions,  &c.    But  these  specific  deposits,  as  tubercle  or  pus. 

pleasing  eflects  are  not  constant,  and  It  is  not  only  certain  that  cold  may 

the  man  who  has  enjoyed  a  bath  in  the  arrest  the  functions  of  the  skin,  but, 

morning  may  take  severe  mischief  by  by  diminishing  the  temperature  of  the 

cold  in  the  evening.     This  indicates  whole  mass  of  the  circulating  fluids, 

conclusively  the  grand  point  on  which  we  cannot  but  conclude  that  all  the 

all  our  medical  reflections  must  turn  ;  nutritive  and  depurative  functions  are, 

namely,  the  constitution  or  state  of  the  in  a  definite  measure,  impeded,  and 

individual  concerned.    One  takes  cold,  perhaps  still  farther  perverted ;   and 

another  does  not.      One  and  the  same  hence  it  follows  that  difficulty  must  be 

exposure  shall  produce,  in  so  many  expected,  both  generally  and  locally, 

dinerent  persons,  catarrh,  pleuritis,  and  in  various  degrees,   according  to  the 

rheumatism, — strumous,  fibrinous,  se-  quantity  of  heat  abstracted,  and  to  the 

rous,  and  purulent  efiusions.    It  is  little  sufierer's  natural  powers.      The  fatal 

to  say,  that  age,  sex,  and  habits,  help  sleep  from  cold  is  not  mere  narcotism, 

to  decide  these  results.     Relapse  and  but  rather  to  be  compared  to  hybema- 

metastasis  will  often  find  their  explana-  tion.      It  is  an  increasing  retardation 

tion  in  a  similar  way.  of  all  functions,  beginning  at  the  sur- 

The  simple  determination  of  blood  face.  Dr.  Marshall  Hsul  concluded 
to  the  interior  of  the  body,  which  from  experiment  that  hybernants  pre- 
is  so  commonly  adverted  to  as  a  mis-  sented  but  insensible  degrees  between 
chievous  eflect  of  external  cold,  does  ordinary  sleep  and  the  (feepest  hyber- 
not  seem  in  itself  competent  to  disturb  nation.  The  torpor  of  tropic  reptiles^ 
any  organ  in  particular,  nor  is  it  in  fact  and  of  fish  in  mud,  seems  analogous : 
equal  to  any  thing  beyond  that  of  sim-  one  animal  may  be  frozen,  and  another 
pie  repletion.  If  all  the  other  causes  dried  up,  and  still  be  capable  of  re- 
of  diarrhoea,  local  and  general,  exist,  newed  life.  In  what  other  ways  cold 
external  cold  may  readily  induce  it,  or  may  affect  the  system  must  remain  to 
reproduce  it  when  it  has  just  subsided;  be  seen  elsewhere, 
but,  under  ordinary  healthy  circum-  It  may  illustrate  our  reflections,  to 
stances,  the  so-called  inward  conges-  consider  how,  by  degrees,  all  the  or- 
tion  from  sudden  cold  is  only  adequate  ^ans  may  adapt  themselves  to  a  low 
to  the  common  effects  of  repletion,  such  diet,  stimuli,  or  excesses ;  and  thus  it 
as  a  fuller  and  more  active  heart,  is  with  regard  to  the  depression  of 
deeper  respiration,  and  more  free  secre-  functions  which  a  cold  climate  may 
tion  and  nutrition  of  the  deeper  organs  induce.  All  nature  shews  a  rapid  and 
generally.  That  some  even  tender  full  development  of  life  in  warm  re- 
frames  may  endure  exposure  and  inac-  gions,  and  tardy  evolutions  in  cold 
tivity  with  impunity,  is  possibly  true,  climates.  Excessive  heat  brings  on 
yet  not  without  many  limitations,  premature  decay,  and  a  cool  region 
The  appearance  of  tender  nealth  may  de-  tends  to  moderate  actions  and  lon^- 
pend  on  exposures ;  both  it  and  the  vity ;  but  still  much  depends  on  the 
impunity  may  be  deceitful,  or  only  peculiar  disposition  of  individuals, 
temporary ;  and,  at  the  best,  it  would  It  cannot  be  denied  that  many  per- 
seem  that  the  powers  of  resisting  and  sons  in  health  suffer  nothing  from  ex- 
of  maintaining  a  general  equipoise  of  posure  of  very  severe  kinds ;  and  per- 
the  animal  functions,  under  great  dif-  haps  it  is  true  that  a  very  transitory. 
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though  severe,  application  of  cold  is  ceeds,  until  tlie  general  secretions  have 

mostly  harmless  even  to  the  delicate  i  disburthcned  the  circulation,  and  he  is 

but  to  these  last  the  effect  of  any  con-  agam  at  ease  by  a  partial  restoration  of 

tinued  cold,  though  at  the  time  unpcr-  the  balance.     This  exposition  applies 

ccivcd,  is  very  generally  pernicious :  in  a  manner  to  a  great  variety  of  chro- 

hence  one  great  advantage  of  warm  nic    disorders,    such     as    discharges, 

climates  to  persons  in  delicate  health,  rheumatism,  strictures,  and  skin  disor- 

Dr.  James  Blundell  and  others  have  ders.      With  us    capillary  distension 
recommended  the  free  use  of  cold  in  comprises  the  chief  mystery  of  spas- 
cases   of  dangerous    uterine   hsmor-  modic  stricture,  the  proper  name  for 
rhage ;  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  which  we  conceive  to  be  transitor}',  or 
facts  are  brought  forward  which  seem  transitory  aggravation  of,  stricture, 
both  to  justify  and  uphold  this  prac-        A  great  variety  of  pains,  catarrhs, 
tice  in  various  analogous  cases.     We  inflammations,  and  fevers,  are  said  to 
ofier  no  decided  opinion  on  the  merits  arise  from  cold,  and  doubtless,  where 
of  such  a  plan  of  treatment,  but  we  the  vigour  is  wanting  to  resist,  external 
hold  that  some  reserve  is  imperatively  cold  greatly  disturbs  the    balance  of 
called  for.     Oozing  of  blood  from  a  the  circulation,  and  obstructs  both  the 
mucous  surface,  the  open  veins  of  a  superficial  secretions  and  deeper  func- 
relaxed  uterus,  or  tangible  perforation  tions.     A  person  affected  with  any  va- 
of  an  artery,  surely  demana  different  riable  chronic  discharge,  which  is  ex- 
methods.     The  constitution,  and  also  cited  by  ever}' little  cause  of  disturbance 
the  instant  condition  of  the  patient,  to  which  the  body  is  exposed,  seems  in 
involve  particular  considerations.    We  a  great  measure  exempt  from  fevers 
cannot  question  the  fact,  that  cold  may  ana    phlegmasicc  ;    but    the    case    is 
arrest  the  catamenia,  or  any  other  se-  widely  different  if  the  habitual  dis- 
cretion,    and    the    administration    of  charge  becomes  arrested, 
warmth  may  restore  the  function.    The        We  think  we  have  often  sufficiently 
spontaneous  arrest  of  epistaxis  is  so  noticed,    that    chronic    disorder,    re« 
constant,  that  cold  is  hardly  proved  to  peatedly  aggravated  by  cold  or   the 
have  any  decided  effect.     The  circum-  like,  is  often  attended  by  a  short  train 
stances  of  inflammatory  hsmorrhage,  of  febrile  symptoms,  which  the  local 
as    from    the     bowels,    would    seem  excitement  seems  to  carry  off. 
strictly  to  contra-indicatc  the  use  of        Now  we  may  suppose  that  one  in 
cold.  strong  health  may  throw  off  the  effects 

The  case  of  bleeding  from  the  most  of  severe  exposure   by  a  simple  and 

minute    vessels    is    probably  that   in  general  reaction,  yet  not  without  loss 

which  the  sudden  stoppage  of  blood  by  or  waste ;  and  may  we  not  still  farther 

remote  cold  is  most  likely  to  be  ef-  suppose,  that  such  causes  of  decline, 

fected.  and  similar  but  less  complete  restorer 

Some  attribute  almost  as  much  harm  tive  eliminations,  often  repeated,  may 

pathologically  to  warmth  as  to  cold,  be  among  the   substantial  causes  of 

but  we  think  not  justly.      External  febrile    and     inflammatory    attacks  P 

warmth  promotes  much  superficial  ca-  These  are  not  always  to  be  attributed 

pillary  activity  and  secretion ;  and  thus  to  "  a  cold,"  without  previous  disorder. 

It    frees  the  internal  functions,    and  How  universal  and  justis  the  idea  of  an 

perhaps  even  enervates.    A  person  with  accumulating  morbiflc  cause;   and  is 

catarrnal  affection  of  the  chest,  well  not  temperature  as  much  an  imagina- 

clothed  or  active,  goes  into  the  cold  air  blc  cause  of  deteriorations  as  a  suppo- 

in  the  upright  posture  with  comfort ;  sititious  state  of  the  air  ? 
and  this  even  increases  for  hours,  espe-        All  men  readily  draw  inferences  from 

cially  if  perhaps  there  is  some  excre-  the  appearance  of  emaciation  ;  but  we 

tory    diminution    of    the    circulating  do  not  know  of  any  reflections  which 

fluids,  and  not  an  increase,  as  by  re-  pretend  to  eive  a  rational  account  of 

ncwed  meals.    Subsequently  he  returns  the  wasting  body,  and  of  its  connection 

to  his  warm  room    and  comfortable  with  different  morbid  states.    We  may 

meal,  and  he  sits  or  reclines  inertly;  endeavour  to  clear  up  the  approaches 

upon  which  a  general  increase  of  vascu-  of  this  important  topic  ,*  and  it  is  per- 

lar  fulness  and  activity,and  local  obstruc-  haps  some  recommendation  of  our  at- 

tion  and  secretion,  commences  and  pro-  tempt  to  say,  that  our  observations 
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have    been  corroborated  by  personal  aching  legs  and  feet,  and  fall  asleep, 

experience,  as  well  as  by  some  experi-  Repeated  relapses  of  this  kind,  how- 

inenlal  attention  to  the  subject  of  de-  ever  little  the  effects  are   manifested, 

dining  health  in  former  periods.  and  however  little  the  causes  are  sus- 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  pected,  are  a  common  source  of  wasting 

effects  of  deficient  food,  or  simply  im-  and  decline. 

peded  nutrition,  nor  on  the  palpable  We  do  not  dispute  that  cold,  propor- 

rcsults  of  wasting  discharges,  yet  it  is  tioned  to  the  powers  of  endurance,  may 

desirable  to  state  here  that  the  consi-  often  invigorate,  as  there  are  doubtless 

derations  which  remain  are  calculated  instances  in  which  high  temperatures 

to  define  and  limit  the  application  of  accelerate  the  functions  of  secretion  to 

the  above  mentioned  causes.    Asthma  the  wasting  of  the  body ;    but  those 

imposing  abstinence,  the  functional  or  who,  setting  aside  the  natural  preju- 

organic  impediments  to  digestion,  ex-  dices  of  a  vigorous  body,  carefully  look 

cesses  or  anxiety,  are  more  or  less  in-  into  the  progress  of  declining  health, 

tcUigible   causes  of  marasmus.      The  with  or  without  the  presence  of  chronic 

influences  of  cold  are  occasionally  evi-  disease,  will,  we  are  assured,  find  rea- 

dent  also.  son  to  accuse  cold  as  a  morbid  cause 

A  delicate  patient  is  heard  to  say,  alike  of  declines,  relapses,  and  aggra- 

"  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise  to  my  friends  vations,  and  also  of  those  new  and 

every  year,   that,  while  others  grow  fatal  seizures  which  cut  short  many 

thinner  and  feebler  during  the  hottest  obstinate  diseases. 

weather,  I  invariably  grow  larger  and  These  reflections  are  offered  to  the 

stronger."     And  the  medical  observer  reader  as  rational  though  feeble  sug- 

will  hardly  fail  to  call  to  mind  cases  gestions  on  a  difficult  and  neglected 

of  wasting  which  have  recurred  almost  subject.      Many    points    have     been 

as  regularly  as  the  winter  season.    We  passed  over  to  render  them  brief ;  and 

know   that    susceptible   infants,    con-  some  conclusions  to  which  these  views 

valescentp,  and  the  aged,  waste  with  tend  are  for  the   present  omitted,  to 

cold,  and  fatten  with  warmth.    This,  avoid  offence.     Our  object  has  been  to 

as  a  general  remark,  is  amply  corro-  regard  the  effects  of  cold  as  a  form  of 

borated    in    different    climates.      The  imtation  or   disturbance,  both   local 

mortality  among  infants  in  France  is  and  general.    We  hope  to  strengthen 

ffrcat  in  proportion  as  the  season  or  and  extend  these  remarks,  by  examin- 

tlie  "  department"  is  cold.    The  deaths  ing  the  subject  of  heat  in  a  somewhat 

in  foundling  hospitals,  where  scarcely  similar  manner. 

one  in  19,  27,  and  37  are  reared,  we  se,  Bedford  Square. 

attribute  greatly  to  the  want  of  warmth    

and  comfort.   If  any  thing  like5  out  of  mriLrAPirvj  nisi  Tvri?Q\fT?iiT«5M 

6  of  our  poor  infants  are  cut  off  (see  REMARKS  ON  MESMERISM. 

Underwood),  has    cold  no    share  in  Br  Gborgb  South  am, 
the    result?       It     is     notorious    that  Surgeon  to  the  Salfbrd  and  Pendleton  Royal 
younfi"  infants  flourish  in  the  tropics,  Diapeniary,  Manchester.      , 
and  also  many  delicate  and  aged.      To  (For  the  Medical  Gazette.) 
such  person  each  successive  exposure,  [Concluded  from  p.  354.] 
thougn  only  to  moderate  cold,  and  for  ^__^ 
a  short  time,  without  ample  care,  cloth- 
ing, and  activity,  is  speedily  followed  Sleep  appears  to  be  one  of  the  most 
by  languors,  and  perhaps  pains,  ca-  frequent  effects  of  mesmerism.     It  has 
tarrhs,  cutaneous  itching,  and,  unless  been  produced  in  different  degrees,  from 
suppressed,    often    perspiration  ;    and  slight  drowsiness  to  profound  stupor ; 
also    by    irregular    digestion,    turbid  in  some  instances  accompanied  with 
urine,  some  fSling  off  of  the  hair,  &c.  an  exalted  state,  or  partial  suspension 
These,  all  or  in  part,  may  occur  with-  of  sensation,  thought,  and  voluntary 
out  any  consciousness  of  the  cause,  motion,  pving  rise  to  somnambulism  or 
and  pass  off  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  ecstacy  m  those  of  ardent  imagination. 
be  renewed  still  more  rapidly.    Half  Such  effects  are  similar  to  the  various 
a  family  only  eat  more  heartily  after  conditions  of  natural   sleep,    which, 
sitting  in  a  cold  eharch ;  the  rest  be-  when  perfect,  is  characterised  by  the 
eome  weary  and  restless,  complain  of  senses    ceasing  to    perceive  external 
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impressions,  the   ideas  and  emotions  energy  on  the  organ  of  vision,  and  its 
being  suspended,  and  the  will  no  longer  j^radual  exhaustion  by  constantly  direct- 
controlling  the  voluntary  movement ;  mg  the  attention  to  the  part ;  on  the 
when    imperfect  dreaming  and  som-  same  principle  as  the  blind  and  the 
nambulism  arise,  from  the  conception  of  dumb  acquire  occasionally  such  an  ex- 
ideas  by  the  mind  not  entirely  ceasing,  traordinary  acuteness  of  touch,  that  it 
one  portion  of  the  mental  faculties  re-  is  apt  to  be  mistaken  for  the  faculties  of 
maining   awake    when    the  rest   are  hearing  and  seeing.    The  withdrawal 
asleep  :  with  this  addition  in  somnam-  of  this  ener^,  under  the  influence  of 
bulism,  that  the  voluntary  mascles,  and  mental    motion,    from    the    external 
generally  one,or  more  of  the  senses,  are  senses,  produces  insensibility  to  pain 
called  into  activity.    In  ordinary  cases,  and  outward  impressions,  just  as  in - 
sleep  is  induced  by  mental  and  corporeal  tense    reverie    on    abstract    subjects 
fatigue,  but  it  is  not  necessary  that  all  renders  the  individual  almost  dead  to 
the  functions  of  the  body  and  mind  every  thing  around  him — as  in  the  well- 
should  be  equally  exposed  to  exhaustion;  known  examples  of  Archimedes   and 
for  such  is  the  power  of  association  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
habit,  that  when  one  organ  or  faculty  Every    practitioner    of    experience 
experiences  fatigue,  the  others  partici-  knows  witn  what  activity  similar  in- 
nate in  the  same  condition ;  tnus  the  fluences  o])erate  in  persons  of  excit* 
tx>dy  becomes  drowsv  from  study,  and  able  dispositions,  especially  where  the 
the  mind  by  corporeal  exertion*.  When  balance  and  harmony  of  the  functions 
sleep  is  partial  (which  is  frequently  of  life  have  been  weakened  from  pre- 
the  case  if  produced  artificially),  this  vious  disease.  Some  forms  of  dyspepsia, 
association  of  the  functions  of  the  body  affections  of  the  respiratory  and  circulat- 
and  mind  does  not   take  place,  and  ing  organs,  are  frequently  aggravated 
some  of  the  senses,  or  particular  sets  of  by  the  continual  direction  of  the  mind 
the  muscles,  are  awaxe  while  the  rest  towards  them,  which  ultimately  proves 
are  asleep.    For  instance,  if  we  look  the  most  troublesome  part  of  the  com- 
steadily  at  an  object  for  a  length  of  plaint.  The  same  powers  are  still  more 
time,  the  whole  field  of  vision  becomes  active  in  those  nervous  diseases  which 
darkened ;  and  if  the  object  is  placed  in  more  peculiarly  belong  to  females,  who, 
such  a  position  that  the  action  of  the  as  Hunter  observes,  "  being  less  ac- 
levatort    muscles  of   the  eyelids  are  quainted  with  the  real  properties  of 
powerfully  excited,  closure  of  them  is  natural  thiners,  are  more  apt  to  imagine 
mduced]^.    Temporary  blindness  will  preternatural  ones  ;  and  their  reasoning 
be  the  only  consequence,  if  the  facul-  powersnotbeingso  strong,  they  indulge 
ties  of  the  mind  and  the  voluntary  the  actions  of  the  mind  more,    and 
actions  have  not  participated  in  the  allow  it  to  take  possession  of  the  body*." 
drowsiness;  butgenerally  a  tendency  to  Thus  hysterical  attacks  are  frequently 
sleep  arises  in  some  of  them,  from  having  brought  on  by  the  mere  expectation  of 
been  indirectly  influenced  in  the  opera-  them,  in  addition  to  the  morbid  state  of 
tion,  or  from  naving  sustained  a  decree  the  system,  which  originally  caused  the 
of  exhaustion  in  consequence  of  tneir  disorder.    In  fact,  as  Miiller  remarks, 
share  of  the  nervous  energy  being  con-  •'  any  state  of  the  body  which  is  con- 
tributed to  the  support  of  the  or^n  ceived  to  be  approaching,  and  which  is 
which  has  been  the  object  of  attention,  expected  with  perfect  confidence  and 
This  experiment,  regarded  as  a  striking  certainty  of  its  occurrence,  will  be  very 
proof  or  the  mesmeric  power,  depends  prone  to  ensue  as  the  mere  result  of 
on  the  concentration  of  the  sensorial  that  idea,  if  it  do  not  lie  without  the 

'*~M^ii;rbooi»;stBd7of"Medici^^^^^  bounds  of  possibility t."  In  illustration 
t  Dr.  M.  Hall "  belieres  the  levator  palpebral,  Of  such  phenomena,  he  mentions  a  case 
and  perham  the  four  recU  muaclei  of  the  eye,  to  detailed  by  Pictet  in  the  German  trans- 
be,  of  all  the  mutclei  of  the  animal  fhune,  the  i-j^nn  nf  Sir  PI  Tlaw'B  fiofiPnrpYiM  nn 
most  purely  cerebral,  or  voluntary,  ^nd  nnen-  tSi.  ^^J^^J^"^'  M  ^  Kesearcnes  on 
dowecfwithfibretflrom the exdto-motory system.  Nitrous  Oxide.  "A  young  lady  wished 

ISir  S?^!A°i^"°«'I/^"®l!!iL^^"3-   ^^^""^  to  inspire  this  intoxicating  gas,  but  in 

sleep,  the  excito-motory  property  induces  con-  j      t^    x     *  *u         ^        e^tr   •         •   ^ 

sunt  contraction  of  the  orbicularis,  as  it  does  of  order  to  test  tne  power  of  the  imagina- 

the  other  sphincters.'*— lN««M«t  and  Derange'  tion,  common  atmospheric  air  was  given 

menteo/tkeyervoueSjfetem,l9il,  ^^  y.„     inisfpnrl   nf  th#»   nitrniiA  rwidp 

t  The  success  of  this  experiment  is  much  *°  ner,  insteaa  ot  tne  nitrous  oxiae. 

flicilitated  by  the  remarkable  association  which  ~  «, "       .... .    „  ,            rT     ZIZ 

exists  between  the  actions  of  the  eyelids  and  the  *.  y®'^"  7*i7ljl  ?«i    *  V^?  i  ^'  *^' 

Irii,  t  Elements  of  Physioloiry,  vol.  u« 


MR.  SOITTHAM'S  REMARKS  ON  MESMERISM,  4C1 

She  had  scarcely  taken  two  or  three  in-  same  principles;  and  the  facility  with 
spirations  of  it,  when  she  fell  into  a  which  the  latter  appear  to  have  been 
state  of  syncope,  which  she  had  never  propagated  amongst  a  crowd,  shows 
sulTered  previously.'*  Few  examples,  that  much  of  the  success  of  Mesmer  and 
however,  are  more  conclusive  than  his  followers  is  owing  to  the  public 
those  observed  in  some  mesmeric  exhibitions,  and  the  other  imposing 
patients,  which  frequently  border  on  means  they  have  adopted, 
the  marvellous.  Elizabeth  O'Key,  On  this  subject,  the  French  com- 
obedient  to  every  wish  of  her  master,  missioners*,  after  observing  how  incon- 
was  told  by  him  that  nickel  was  capable  siderable  the  effects  were  which  isolated 
of  retaining  and  transmitting  the  mag-  patients  exhibited,  stated  that  even  in 
netic  fluid  in  an  extraordinary  degree,  the  public  process,  the  crises  do  not 
but  that  lead  possessed  no  such  virtues :  commence  in  less  than  the  space  of  two 
accordingly  when  nickel  was  produced,  hours.  They  further  remark,  that  the  im- 
and  a  few  passes  made,  she  was  thrown  pressions  are  communicated  from  one 
into  one  of  her  fits  of  ecstatic  delirium,  to  another,  and  reinforced  in  the  sam^ 
It  need  scarcely  be  remarked  that  these  manner  as  the  impressions  which  are 
alleged  magnetic  properties  of  nickel  made  by  theatrical  representations, 
have  been  very  satisfactorily  refuted*.  "  The  applause  by  which  the  emotions 
Kluge  says,  that  such  is  the  wonderful  of  individuals  at  the  banquet  are  an- 
Rvmpathy  between  the  magnetiser  and  nounced,  occasions  a  fi;eneral  emotion, 
the  patient,  that  he  has  known  the  which  every  one  partaSes  in  the  degree 
latter  to  vomit  and  be  purged  in  con-  in  which  he  is  susceptible*  The  same 
sequence  of  medicine  which  the  former  observation  has  been  made  in  armies 
had  taken.  Whenever  he  put  pepper  upon  a  day  of  battle,  where  the  en- 
on  his  tongue,  or  drank  wine,  the  thusiasm  of  courage,  as  well  as  the  im- 
patient could  taste  these  things  dis-  pressions  of  terror,  are  propagated  with 
tinctly  on  her  palate ;  and  I  have  seen  a  so  amazing  rapidity.  The  drum,  the 
|)er6on  suffering  from  deafness,  who,  sound  of  the  military  musical  instru- 
whilst  in  the  mesmeric  sleep,  imagined  ments,  the  noise  of  the  cannon,  the  mus- 
she  heard  the  tick  of  a  watch,  which  ketry,  the  shouts  of  the  anry,  and  the 
was  found  afterwards  not  to  have  been  general  disorder,  impress  the  organs 
going.  and  exalt  the  imagination  in  the  same 

The  idea  that  a  structural  defect  will  degree.    In  this  equilibrium  of  inebria- 

certainly  be  removed  by  a  particular  tion,  the  external  manifestion  of  a  single 

remedy,  has  sometimes  increased  the  sensation   immediately  becomes   uni- 

organic  actions  of  the  part  to  such  a  versal :  it  hurries  the  soldiers  to  the 

degree  as  to  remove  the  diseasef  ;  hence  charge,  or  it  determines  them  to  fly.  In 

the  miraculous  cures  said  to  have  been  a  numerous  assembly,  individuals  are 

performed  by  our  kings  laying  their  more    subjected   than    on    other    oc- 

hands     upon    persons    afflictea    with  casions  to  their  senses  and  imaerina- 

scrofula,  and  other  wonderful  effects  tions,  and  less  capable  of  consulting 

worked  by  the  numerous  empirical  re-  and  obeying  the  dictates  of  reason, 

medics  which  have  been  in  vogue  at  Hence    the    origin  of   that    reli^ous 

different  periods ;  but  the  ingenious  and  frenzy    which    formerly     affected    so 

simple  experiments  of  Dr.  Hay^rth|  powerfully  both  the  minds  and  bodies 

on  tfie  tractors,  have  satisfactorily  ex-  of  the  enthusiasts  of  the  Cevenues ;  and 

plained  the  virtues  of  such  agents,  and  hence  the  acts  of  insanity  into  which 

proved    that    their    success    depends  public  bodies  are  apt  to  be  hurried  in 

chiefly  on  the  power  of  transferring  the  times  of  political  revolution, 

nervous  energy  from  one  part  oi  the  Magnetism,  then,  or  rather  the  ope- 

body  to  another,  under  the  influence  of  rations  of  the  imagination,  are  equally 

an  excited  imagination.  discoverable  at  the  theatre,  in  the  camp, 

The  epidemic  nature  of  certain  forms  and    in  all   numerous  assemblies,  as 

of  insanity,  and  of  those  remarkable  at  the  banquet ;   acting,  indeed,    by 

convulsive  diseases  formerly  so  pre-  different  means,  but  producing  similar 

valent  in  Scotland,  America,  and  the  effectsf.'* 

continent,  may  be  accounted  for  on  the       ^  „ .   ...    ,, : : —t — 7T, — 

I ^ *  Report  of  the  ExpenmenUon  Animal  Majc- 

*  Umcet,  1837-8.  netiBin  by  a  Committee  of  the  French   Royal 

t  MQlIer's  Phyiiolory,  by  Baly,  vol.  ii.  Academy  of  Science,  18S1. 

i  OnthelmaipnationasaCaiueandasaCare  t  Dogald  Stewart,  Elements  of  Mental  Phi- 

Df  DiflordereoftheBody.    London,  1800.  loaophy. 
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These  observations  lead  me  to  notice  was  familiar.    At  one  time  they  con- 

phreno-mesmerism.  ducted  him  through  the  whole  progress 

The  influence  of  the  will  over  the  of  a  quarrel,  which  ended  in  a  duel ; 

train  of  thought  being  suspended  in  and  wnen  the  parties  were  supposed  to 

sleep,  we  ascribe  to  the  objects  of  imagi-  be  met,  a  pistol  was  put  into  nis  hand, 

nation  a  real  and  present  existence,  which  he  fired,  and  was  awakened  by 

similar  to  those  of  perception  when  the  report    On  another  occasion,  they 

awake.  In  dreaming,  then,  some  of  the  found  him  asleep  on  the  top  of  a  locker, 

faculties,  as  the  wnl,  perception,  and  or  bunker,in  the  cabin,  when  they  made 

judcrtnent,  being  in  a  state  of  torpidity,  him  believe  that  he  had  fallen  over- 

whflst  the  memory  and  imagination  board,  and  exhorted  him  to  save  him- 

are  active,  the  mind  becomes  crowded  self  by  swimming.    He  immediately 

with  ideas,  which,  in  the  absence  of  imitated  all  the  motions  of  swimming, 

the  governing  powers,  are  in  most  in-  They  then  told  him  that  a  shark  was 

stances  subject  to  the  laws  of  associa-  pursuing  him,  and  entreated  him  to 

tion,  and  occur  with  more  or  less  irre-  dive  for  his  life.    He  instantly  did  so 

gularity  according  to  the  cause  which  with  such  force  as  to  throw  himself 

gives  rise  to  them.    Generally,  dreams  entirely  from  the  locker  upon  the  cabin 

consist  of  the  simplest  forms  of  ideas  floor,  by  which  he  was  much  bruised 

and   emotions;    but   when   they    are  and  awakened,  of  course.    After  the 

caused  by  any  train   of  thought  or  landing  of  the  army  at  Louisburgh,  his 

reasoning  which  has  had  a  certain  per-  friends  found  him  one  dav  asleep  in  his 

sistency  in  the  mind  whilst  awake,  they  tent,  and  evidently  much  annoyed  by 

are  produced  with  greater  regularity  the    cannonading.    They  then    made 

and  vividness.  him  believe  that  he  was  engaged,  when 

Further,  particular   ideas   may    be  he  expressed  ^reat  fear,  and  showed  an 

associated  with  certain  bodily  sensa-  evident  disposition  to  run  away.  Against 

tions:  a  person  feeling  himself  in  an  this  they  remonstrated,  but,  at  the  same 

uneasy  position  in  bed  fancies  he  is  time,  they  increased  his  fears  by  imi- 

tied  down,  or  that  he  is  falling  from  a  tatinfi^  the  groans  of  the  wounded  and 

precipice :   another,  having  a  bottle  of  the  dying ;  and  when  he  asked,  as  he 

not  water  applied  to  his  feet,  dreamt  often  did,  who  was  down,  they  named 

that  he  was  making  a  journey  to  the  his  particular  friends.    Ac  last,  they 

top  of  Mount  Etna,  and  found  that  the  told  him  that  the  man  next  himself  in 

heat  of  the  ground  was  almost  insup-  the  line  had  fallen,  when  he  instantly 

portable.    Dr.  Reid  relates  of  himself,  sprung  from  his  bed,  rushed  out  of  the 

that  the  dressing  applied  after  a  blister  tent,  and  was  roused  from  his  danger  and 

on  his  head  having  become  ruffled  so  as  his  dream  together  by  falling  over  the 

to  produce  considerable  uneasiness,  he  tent-ropes.   A  remarkable  circumstance 

dreamt  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  in  this  case  was,  that  after  these  experi- 

savages,  and  being  scalped  bv  them ;  ments,  he  had  no  distinct  recollection 

and  every  one  who  is  in  the  habit  of  of  his  dreams,  but  only  a    confused 

dreaming  will  remember   similar  in-  feeling  of  oppression  or  fatigue ;  and 

stances  in  his  own  person.  he  used  to  tell  his  friends  that  he  was 

Moreover,  dreaming  and  somnam-  sure  they  had  been  playing  some  trick 

bulism  can  be  produced  in  some  per-  upon  him*." 

sons  by  whispering  into  their  ears  when        Similar  cases  have  been  related  by 

they  are  asleep.    An  interesting  case  Smcllie  in  his  Natural  History,  and  by 

of  this  description  is  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Beat  tie  in  his  Moral  and  Critical  Dis- 

Abercrombie,  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  sertations. 

Gregory.    "  The  subject  of  it  was  an        It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  there 

officer  in  the  expedition  to  Louisburg,  are  some  individuals,  accustomed   to 

in  1758,  who  had  this  peculiarity  in  so  dreaming,  in  whom  the  slightest  sug- 

remarkable  a  degree,  that   his   com-  gestion,  or  bodily  impression,  is  sufli- 

jmnions  in  the  transport  were  in  the  cient  to  call  into  action  a  certain  train 

constant  habit  of  amusing  themselves  of  ideas;  and  those  who  have  watched 

at  his  expense.    They  could  produce  the  experiments  of  the  plireno-mes- 

in  him  anv  kind  of  dream  by  whisper-  merists  cannot    but  admit  that  they 

ing  into  his  ear,  especially  if  this  was  "Tl — r~. : — r~: — 77: 

done  by  a  friend  «-fth  whJse  voice  he  ^iS?»'™?„~^7''"f  "'«""*"•'"»' •^'«"' 
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depend  on  similar  principles ;  with  this  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  have  any 

addition,  that  by  associating  a  particu*  remedial   virtues.     If   its  application 

lar  set  of  ideas  with  a  certain  bodily  could  be  limited  to  the  production  of 

impression,  they  may  be  renewed  on  sleep,  or  to  regulating  the  supply  of 

other  occasions  by  the  mere  repetition  nervous  energy,  it  might,  under "  the 

of  the  impression.    Accordingly,  they  influence  of  faith,  be  successful  in  the 

have  associated  the  different  faculties  cure  of  those  affections  arising  from,  or 

and  propensities  with  impressions  on  modified  by,  imaginary  causes. 

the  corresponding  phrenological  organs ;  , 

and  the  remarkable  facility  and  pre-  CONTRIBUTIONS 

cision  with  which  they  appear  to  be  ,^ 

renewed,  when  once  formed,  have  led 

the  "men  of  skulls"  to  regard  these  ANATOMY  AND   PHYSIOLOGY. 

phenomena    as   indisputable   facts  in  By  Robbkt  Knox,  M.D.  F.R.S.E. 

favour  of  phrenology.     Unfortunately,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Phyriolof^y,  and  Cor- 
thcir  experiments  were  confined  to  the       responding  Member  of  the  French  Academy  of 

phrenological   or^ns  :    had   they  ex-       Medicine.  

tended  their  inquiries,  they  would  have  «         »         x  i     o 

discovered  that  benevolence,  veneration,  ^^^  Remarks  ou  the  Stj-ncture  and 

self-esteem,  &c.  might  have  been  as  Arrangement  of  the  Spinal  Arachnoid. 

easily  associated  with    corresponding  A  pew  years  ago  I  published  in  the 

places  on  the  foot,  or  anv  other  part  of  Medical  Gazette  a  translation  of  a 

the  body,  as  on  the  head.  memoir,  by  Arnold,  on  the  Membranes 

Malebranche  said,  *' that  to  become  a  of  the  Brain  and  Spinal  Marrow;  to 
philosopher  we  must  see  clearly ;  n)ut  the  translation  I  added  a  commen- 
to  be  endued  with  faith,  we  must  be-  tary.  My  chief  object  was  to  point  out 
lieve  blindly :"  and  certainly,  from  the  to  anatomists  the  existence  and  the 
recent  acts  of  the  phrenologists,  it  would  peculiarities  of  a  tissue  subjacent  to  the 
appear  that  having  discovered  their  in-  arachnoid  (sub-arachnoid  tissue),  con- 
ability  to  bring  their  general  views  into  nectmg  that  membrane  to  the  pia  mater 
accordance  with  known  facts,  they  have  as  well  cerebral  as  spinal.  2.  To  ex- 
wandered  into  the  paths  of  mysticism,  plain  my  reasons  for  differing  with  M. 
and  brought  to  the  aid  of  their  science  Magendie  in  respect  to  those  "  com- 
"  some  dim  and  disfigured  images  of  munications"  he  supposes  to  exist  be- 
truth,"  which  have  been  ascribed  to  tween  the  fourth  ventricle  (cerebellar) 
supernatural  powers.  and  the  general  sub-arachnoid  space. 

With  reganl  to  the  reputed  advan-  And,  3.  To  describe  the  true  nature  of 

tages  of  mesmerism,  it  has  been  asserted  that  membrane  which  invests  the  cere- 

that  such  a  degree  of  insensibility  can  bral  and  cerebellar  ventricles  (ventricu- 

bc  produced  under  its  influence  that  lar  membrane)  and  the  surfaces  of  the 

individuals  have  undergone  severe  ope-  convolutions  of  the  brain  where  they 

rations  without  feeling  pain.  oppose  each  other.    These  observations 

Ordinary  sensation,  it  is  well  known,  1  now  make  from  memory,  not  having 

is  frequently  suspended  from  mental  the  memoir  before  me,  but  I   believe 

emotion,  and  from  disease.    We  have  that  these  were  the  points  at  which  I 

no  means  of  ascertaining    the   limit  chiefly  aimed. 

beyond  which  absence  of  feeling  does        Since  then,  some  additional  observa-   . 

not  extend ;  but  when  such  a  condition  tions  on  the  arrangement  and  structure 

occurs  in  an  extreme  degree,  it  gene-  of  the  spinal  sub-arachnoid  tissue  have 

rally  arises  from  some  morbid  state  of  been  made  by  an  anatomical  writer  who, 

the  nervous  system;  and  as  we  have  though  evidently  voung  and  butrecently 

seen  that  several  of  these  formidable  in  the  field,  has  already,  by  the  remark- 

atfections  are  produced  by  mesmerism,  able  clearness  of  his  descriptions,  earned 

we  may  infer  that  any  remariiable  in-  for  himself  a  reputation  which  must  be 

sensibility  to  pain  can  only  exist  as  a  lasting.  The  observations  to  which  I  al- 

symptom  of  disease.  lude  are  contained  in  a  foot-note  to  the 

There  is  little  probability  of  iti>os-  admirabledescriptiveworkofMr.  Viner 

sessing  any  salutary  effects  (although  Ellis.    They  are  not  put  forward  as  his 

we  are  told  that  it  u  an  infallible  cure  own,  but  described  as  havine  been  fur- 

for  most  intractable  complaints) ;  for  a  nished  him  by  an  old  and\SL>3£\\^sX&^\sw^^ 

power  so  energetic  in  exciting  disease  friend  of  ImIl^t^T>T.^^^s«^^l  n  ^^"^  ^^^«t 
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to  an  anatomical  structure  to  which,        On  laying  open  the  spinal  column  in 

for    many  years,   1  had  occasionally  the  usual  way,  by  removing  the  arches 

given  a  good  deal  of  attention,  and  of  all  the  vertebree  from  the  atlas  to 

bestowed  on  its  examination  a  good  the  last  sacral,  and  incising  cautiooaly 

deal  of  labour.    Surprised  at  the  dis-  the  dura  mater,  the  visceral  layer  of 

crepancy  between  us,  I  repeated  with,  the   arachnoid    presents   itself.    This 

if  possible,  still  greater  care,  my  pre-  generally  adheres  by  a  few  points  here 

vious  observations.      To  avoid  every  and  there  to  the  parietal    layer,   an 

chance  of  error,  I.  requested  my  assis-  arrangement  which   1   once    thought 

tants  to  repeat  the  dissections.     I  next  might  have  some  remote    connexion 

made  them,  in  presence  of  large  classes  witn  the  speculations  of  Goethe,  Frank, 

of  students.    After  reading  to  them  the  Oken,  Dumeril,    and    De   Blainville, 

various  passages  alluded  to  as  occurring  but  which  were  supported  neither  by 

in  Mr.  Ellis's  work,  and  finding  that  comparative  dissections  nor  by  abnor- 

hitherto  I  have  met  with  nothing  to  mal  structures.    If  the  visceral   layer 

alter  my  previous  description  of  this  of  the  arachnoid  be  now  punctured, 

membranous  structure,  which,  by  the  and  a  blow- pipe  introducea  into  the 

by,    simply  accords    with    the    usual  sub-arachnoid  space,  air  may  be  blown 

descriptions  of  others,  I  now  venture  in  with  the  greatest  ease,  so  as  to  till 

to  submit  the  matter  in  dispute  to  my  large  portions  of  this  space,  of  some 

brother  anatomists  and  physiologists :  inches  in  length,  and  extending  quite 

the    ultimate   structure  of  these  im-  across  the  medulla,  or,  in  other  words, 

portant  membranes  can  scarcely  be  too  from  side  to  side :   the  examination  of 

frequently  examined*.  the  same  aspect  of  the  membrane  under 

Mr.  Ellis's  text  is  as  follows  : — "  Dis-  wa!cr  gives  precisely  the  same  result, 

section  of  the  Spinal  Cord."     "  A  small  Thus  the  septum  has  no  existence  as  a 

portion  of  the  cord  is  to  be  cut  off,  and  complete  septum ;    its  existence  as  an 

the  dura  mater,  having  been  laid  open  incomplete    one    I    think    extremely 

both  before  and    behind,   placed    in  doubtfiil.     It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 

water,  with  the  dura  mater  pinned  out  neither  M.Cruveilhier*, nor  the  learned 

on  a  piece  of  board,  and  with  the  pos-  authors    of    the    Encyclopedic    Ana- 

terior  surface  uppermost.     If  air  be  tomique,  now  in  the  course  of  pnblica- 

gently  blown  beneath  the  visceral  layer  tion,  make  the  slightest  mention  of  this 

of  the   arachnoid,  the  sub-arachnoid  septum  on   the  aorsal  aspect  of   the 

space  is  perceived,  and  it  is  found  to  be  spinal  arachnoid,  nor,  indeed,  on  any 

divided  into  a  ri^ht  and  left  portion  by  other.    This  is  negative  evidence,  it  is 

a  septum  extending  along  it."— P.  150,  true,  but  of  an  important  kind  in   a 

As  a  lecturer  on  anatomy  for  nearly  matter  of   this  sort.    M.  Magendie's 

twenty  years,   and  the  conductor   of  opinions    must    be    known    to    these 

large   practical    classes,   I   have  been  anatomists.    To  their  works   I    shall 

much  in  the  habit  of  laying  open  the  afterwards  return ;    in  the  meantime, 

spinal  column  with  the  view  of  demon-  I  may  remark,  that  although  varieties 

strating  the  structures  to  classes  and  to  in  the  connexions  of  the  visceral  layer 

individuals.    Now,  what  1  have  ob-  of  the  arachnoid  (on  its  dorsal  aspect) 

served  having  a  reference  to  the  passage  with    the    proper    membrane    of   the 

just  quoted  is  simply  this,  confining  my  medulla  are  occasionally  met  with,  they 

remarks  as  strictly  as   I  can  to  the  amount  to    nothing   more    than    the 

(iortai  aspect  (posterior  of  Mr.  Ellis)  adhesion  of  the  two  membranes  to  each 

of  the  spinal  marrow  and  its  mem-  other  at  more  numerous  points  by  a 

branes.     I   am  quite  within   bounds  fine  filamentous  and  sometimes  fibrous- 

when   I  say  that  I  have  opened  and  looking  tissue.    Mr.  Ellis  continues — 
examined  the  spinal  marrow  and  its        *'  The  sub-arachnoid  space  is  much 

membranes,  or  caused  it  to  be  opened  larger  in  the  lower  than  in  the  upper 

and  examined  in  my  presence,  at  least  part  of  the  cord  j  it  contains  the  sub- 

a  hundred  times.  arachnoid    fluid,  and    is    divided,    as 

'  «  WhenIc<>mmencedtheseob.ervationsIw..  Magendie  h^B  sh?wn,  by  a  partition 

in  hopes  of  pQttinir  my  hand  on  the  *'Tnhiilatkm  along  the  miaale  line,  and  it  communi- 

of  Arnold,  with  a  &iiimenUry"aiiie«dyrefeiTed  cates  with  the  interior  of  the  brain  by 

to;  itwM  pablUhed,  so  (kr  u  I  can  recollect,  in  ♦i,^  «•»««♦.,««  ;«  «.k«  f^.-,^u  ..^»»^»i«  -- 

the Gazkttb  (perhaps  in  the  Lancet)  some  (Smr  "*®  aperture  in  the  fourth  ventncle,  as 

or  fire  years  ai:o,  but  I  hare  failed  in  potttnir  my  proved    by    Magendie.      Dr.    Sharpey 

hand  on  the  volume,  so  that  I  am  compeUra  re- ■ — 

luctantly  to  quote  it  fhrni' memory.  *  «  Vol.  iv.  1833. 
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considers  this  space  to  be  lined  by  a  branous  sac  lining  the  ventricles,  then  it 
thin  membrane,  that  (which?)  he  de-  will  be  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  say 
scribes  as  a  loose  serous  sac ;  this  is  one  word  in  refutation  of  an  opinion 
reflected  around  the  cord  by  its  visceral  already  proved  false  in  all  our  de- 
layer, and  on  the  arachnoid  by  its  mentary  works ;  a  statement  involving 
parietal ;  it  is  separable  from  the  in  fact  a  physical  impossibility :  but 
arachnoid,  and  it  may  be  raised  with  the  passage  no  doubt  aamits  of  another 
care,  as  a  Uiin  membrane,  from  the  cord,  meaning,  namely,  that  a  serous  sac 
roots  of  the  nerves,  and  ligamentum  lining  the  ventricles  passes  through  the 
dentatum.  He  suggests,  also,  that  the  fissure  ofBichat  to  communicate  with  the 
portion  extending  along  the  posterior  subrarachnoid  space  there,  and  through 
part  of  the  space  is  form^  by  a  reflection  the  fourth  ventricle,  to  communicate  at 
of  this  thin  membrane  inwards  to  the  the  anterior  spinal  sub-arachnoid  space, 
cord ;  that  the  sub-arachnoid  fluid  is  Now  this  assertion  equally  involves  a 
secreted  by  this,  and  contained  in  it ;  physical  impossibility,  or  nearly  so. 
and  that  it  is  continued  into  the  ven-  before  venturing  to  oflTer  any  critical 
triclcs  of  the  brain,  which  it  lines,  by  remarks  on  the  passages  now  quoted,  I 
the  aperture  of  the  fourth  ventricle  into  shall  first  beg  tne  reader  to  remember 
the  posterior  sub-arachnoid  space  of  what  I  said  regarding  the  disposition 
the  brain,"^pages  150  and  151.  Again,  of  the  spinal  arachnoia,  as  high  at  least 
at  page  14  of  the  same  volume,  ''This  as  the  lower  extremity  of  the  medulla 
space  (the  posterior  sub-arachnoid  oblongata  observed  on  its  cfaria/ai/iec^; 
space)  situated  between  the  medulla  secondly,  I  shall  state  the  result  of 
oolongata  and  the  hemispheres  of  the  several  dissections  of  that  portion  of  the 
cerebellum,  is  wider  before  than  behind,  arachnoid  extending  from  the  point 
and  communicates  in  front  with  the  until  fairly  traced  over  the  cerebellum ; 
anterior  space  by  the  side  of  the  me-  thirdly,  the  dissection  of  the  arachnoid 
dulla  and  pons ;  on  the  sides  and  be-  and  its  space  on  the  anterior  or  ventral 
hind  with  the  under  surface  of  the  aspect  of  the  spinal  marrow  ;  fourthly, 
cerebellum,  and  below  with  the  large  the  distribution  of  the  arachnoid  with 
sub-arachnoid  space  of  the  spinal  canS.  reference  to  the  cerebral  anfractuosities, 
When  this  space  is  opened,  the  aper-  and  the  great  posterior  cerebral  fissure, 
turc  of  the  fourth  ventricle  is  exposed,  so  called,  of  Hchat,  so  well  described 
By  this  aperture  the  cavities  of  the  by  Veselius  and  Galen;  and  lastly,  I 
interior  of  the  brain  communicate  with  snail  compare  these  dissections  with  the 
the  sub-arachnoid  spaces  both  of  the  passages  just  quoted  from  Mr.  Ellis's 
brain  and  of  the  medulla;    and  Dr.  work. 

Sharpey  thinks  it  probable  that  the  1st.  We  have  seen  that  in  the  vast 

membrane  which  he  considers  to  line  majority   of  dissections    air  may  be 

the  interior  of  the  sub-arachnoid  space  blown  into  the  posterior  sub-aracnnoid 

of  the  medulla  is  continued  into  the  spinal  space  freely;  that  there  exists 

cavities  of  the  brain  bv  this  opening."  no  septum  here ;  that  the  points  of  ad- 

In  a  foot-note  is  added — **  We  might  hesion  between  the  visceral  layer  of  the 
conceive  this  membrane  (the  internal  arachnoid  and  the  proper  coverine  of 
arachnoid),  to  be  prolonged  from  the  the  medulla  spinalis  are  extremely  few. 
external  arachnoia  by  me  canal  of  Now  trace  the  arachnoid  upwards 
Bichat  into  the  interior  of  the  ven-  towards  the  medulla  oblongata  and 
tricles,  after  lining  them  to  be  continued  cerebellum,  and  it  will  be  found  that 
through  the  opening  of  the  fourth  ven-  the  parietal  layer  of  the  arachnoid 
tricle  into  the  so-called  sub-arachnoid  generally  adheres  with  sufllcient  firm- 
space,  which  it  lines,  being  applied  to  ness  towards  the  lower  end  of  the 
tne  surface  of  the  spinal  cord,  the  medulla  oblongata  as  to  prevent  the 
nerves,  and  the  ligimentum  dentatum  on  passage  of  air  upwards  into  that  larfi;e 
the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  to  the  sub-arachnoid  space  formed  by  the 
surface  of  the  external  sac  of  the  arach-  sudden  passage  of  the  arachnoid  across 
noid ;  the  two  by  their  mutual  adhesion  to  the  cerebellum,  leaving  thus  a  large 
forming  the  loose  arachnoid."  space  immediately  behind  the  fourth 

Now  if  it  be  meant  by  the  above  ventricle.    If  the  arachnoid  be  very 

passage  that  the  arachnoid  membrane  cautiously  opened  where  it  forms  the 

transmits  into  the  interior  of  the  brain  posterior  wail  of  this  space,  another 

by  the  great  eerebral  fissure,  a  mem-  membrane  will  be  found  either  close  to 

812.— xxxii.  "1^ 
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it,  or  separated  by  a  considerable  sac  can  pass  across  the  brain  by  the 
quantity  of  filamentous  tissue :  this  wall  of  the  yentricles,  as  descrined  in 
membrane  1  believe  to  be  a  layer  of  the  Mr.  Ellis's  work*  The  ventricolikr 
pia  mater,  or  proper  membrane  of  the  lining  is  in  feet  a  layer  of  the  pia  mater, 
medulla  spinalis  and  oblongata,  which  and  the  yentricular  cavities  are  ex- 
quits  the  medulla  along  a  line  more  eluded  from  all  commnnication  with 
or  less  distant  from  the  margins  of  the  the  sub»arachnoid  space  by  the  firm 
calamus  to  reach  the  cerebellum  b^  a  adhesions  of  the  same  membrane  at  the 
nearer  point :  it  varies  in  its  position,  mai]^ns  of  the  great  openings  into  the 
and  often  seems  to  be  meijged  in  that  interior  of  the  brain,  viz.  the  great  cere- 
deeper  layer  of  the  spinal  neuri-  bral  fissure,  and  the  fonrth  ventricle: 
lema  whicn,  approaching  the  aortic  the  prolongation  of  the  vascular  layei 
margins  of  the  calamus,  passes  from  of  the  same  membrane,  under  the  name 
these  to  the  vermiform  process,  and  aided  of  choroid  plexuses,  contributes  to  shut 
by  the  valves  of  Tarin  completely  shuts  up  the  openings, 
in  the  fourth  ventricle  behind,  cutting  I  promised  to  return,  thirdly,  to  the 
offall  communication  between  the  fourth  dissection  of  the  arachnoid  membrane, 
ventricle  and  theposterior  sub-arachnoid  and  sub-arachnoid  space  on  the  ventral 
space.    The  "  opening,"  then,  of  Ma«  aspect  of  the  cord;  and,  unquestionably 

fndie  must  be  generaUy  artificial,  here,  great  varieties  exist, 
say  generally,  because  that  a  de-  A  very  common  arrangement  is  a 
ficiency  should  occasionally  exist  in  the  loose  adhesion  of  the  visceral  layer  of 
pia  mater  as  it  shuts  in  the  ventricle  the  arachnoid  to  the  pia  mater,  so  that 
IS  neither  impossible  nor  improbable,  on  blowing  up  the  space  by  introduc- 
But  if  any  aoditioiial  serous  sac  exists  ing  the  blow-pipe,  the  arrangement 
exterior  to  the  arachnoid  in  this  space,  was  found  to  be  very  similar  tp  mat  on 
communicating  at  this  point  with  the  the  dorsal  aspect.  Sometimes,  on  the 
interior  of  the  ventricles,  it  can  only  do  contrary,-  the  space  is  crowded  with 
so  bj  forcing  its  waj  through  a  real  filamentous  tissue  tosuch  an  extent,  and 
barrier  which  the  pia  mater  presents  at  the  same  time  so  short  and  dense,  as 
against  the  escape  of  the  ventri-  toprevent  the  passageofthe  air  amongst 
cular  fluid  into  the  posterior  sub-arach-  its  meshes  for  any  ^at  distance  at 
noid  space.  This  fact  I  have  verified  least,  although  considerable  force  be 
over  and  over  again,  and  I  find  it  con-  used.  Now  oetween  these  extremes 
stantly  proved  by  every  case  of  chronic  every  variety  exists,  and  it  has  not  un- 
hydrocephalus  intemus.  frequently  happened  that  four  or  five 
No  mention  is  made  of  any  septum  specimens  examined  in  succession  with 
in  the  posterior  sub- arachnoid  space ;  a  view  to  determine  this  very  question, 
the  internal  arachnoid,  as  it  is  called,  have  presented  each  of  them  structures 
seems  to  commence  in  the  interior  of  quite  dissimular  to  the  others.  To 
the  ventjricles  whose  walls  it  lines,  com-  look  for  a  serous  sac  here  was  quite  out 
municating  with  the  sub- arachnoid  of  the  question;  supposing  it  to  exist 
spaces  chiefly  at  two  points :  1st,  at  the  in  some  cases  (which  is  not  imi>ossible). 
great  cerebral  fissure ;  2d,  at  the  pre-  Mr.  Ellis  has  omitted  mentioning  how 
tended  foramen  of  Magendie.  Now  at  it  terminates  upwards, 
the  great  cerebral  fissure  there  exists  a  I  find  that  f  had  promised  to  corn- 
physical  obstacle  to  such  a  communica-  pare  these  dissections  with  the  state- 
tion,  which  is  this:  the  cerebral  pia  mater  ment  in  Mr.  Ellis's  text ;  but  perhaps 
as  it  passes  from  one  edge  of  the  fissure  the  reader  had  better  do  this  for  him- 
to  the  other,  shuts^  it  closely  in ;  it  self.  Much,  no  doubt,  remains  still  to 
adheres,  in  fact,  (as  it  does  to  the  edges  be  inquired  into  wiQi  respect  to  these 
of  the  convolutions)  to  each  edge  firmly,  membranes ;  I  shall  be  happy  to  repeat 
passing  from  one  to  the  other,  and  m  the  dissections  with  any  anatomist 
passing  transmits  into  the  interior  of  situated  within  a  convenient  distance, 
thebram  two  distinct  processes, namely.  It  were  easy  for  me  to  extend  these 
tlie  excessively  delicate  ventricular  notes,  by  pointing  out  several  contra- 
Lning,  and  secondly,  the  tela  choridea  dictory  passages  m  the  generally  very 
and  choroid  plexuses.  These  structural  clear  ana  eminently  descriptive  work  of 
arrangements  were  pointed  out  in  my  M.  Cruveilhier ;  but  tliis  is  unneces- 
Commentary  on  Arnold.  Thus  it  is  saiy.  The  work  was  published  in  1835, 
physically  imi>ossible  that  any  serous  and  in  a  new  edition  they  may  not  be 
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found.    My  object  is  not  criticism;  pnlmonary  arteiy  and  aorta  by  the 

merely  truth.  ductus  arteriosus,  the  pulmonary  ves- 

In  conclusion,  it  only  remains  that  sels  are  only  a  part  of  tiie  general 

I  should  notice,  with   surprise,   the  system. 

extremely  meagre  and  imperfect  account  I  confess,  sir,  I  should  much  like  to 
of  these  structures  which  has  just  ap-  see  what  sort  of  facts  and  arguments 
peared  in  the  "Encyclopedic  Anato-  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  could  adduce  in  sup- 
mique,"  a  work  leading  necessarily  to  port  of  tfie  present  all  but  universal 
great  expectations,  as  well  from  the  opinion,  that  it  is  the  heart  which  pro- 
celebrity  of  its  translator,  M.  Jordan,  pels  the  blood  through  the  liver  both 
as  from  the  host  of  distinguished  and  oefore  birth  and  after.  It  may  seem 
original  contributors  to  the  work,  and  somewhat  heretical,  and  indeed  pre- 
more  especially  from  the  celebrity  of  sumptuous,  in  me,  to  call  in  question 
that  high  name,  Valentin,  attached  es-  the  truth  of  so  venerable  a  doctrine; 
pecially  to  the  volume  containing  the  but  it  so  happens  that  I  am  acquainted 
"  Neurologic.**  with  a  simple  fact,  which,  in  my  mind, 

clearly  proves  it  to  be  erroneous.   That 

fact  18,  that  more  blood  enters  the 

heart  bv  the  hepatic  veins  before  birth 

CIRCULATION  IN  ACARDIAC  than  is  propelled  through  the  umbili- 

FCETUSES.  cal  artenes ;  and,  after  birth,  than  is 

propelled  through  the  csliac  and  me- 

7b  the  Editor  </  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^enteric  arteries.     NoW  for  the   left 

ventricle  to  be  able  to  propel  the  blood 
SiR|  through  the  liver  after  birth,  it  would 
In  the  last  number  of  Dr.  Cormack*s  be  necessary  for  it  to  be  able,  by  pro- 
Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science  is  pelling  a  certain  quantity,  say  one 
an  article  bv  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  on  the  ounce,  through  the  cceliac  and  mesen- 
circulation  in  acardiac  foetuses ;  from  teric  arteries,  to  displace  and  drive  out 
which  article  it  appears  that  Dr.  Hall  of  the  portal  vein,  and  propel  through 
is  of  opinion,  that  the  propulsion  of  the  the  portal  plexuses  ana  hepatic  veins, 
blood  through  the  hepatic  and  general  a  greater  quantity,  say  ten  drachms ; 
systems  of  an  acardiac  foetus  is  elTected  and  again,  for  the  foetal  ventricles  to 
by  the  heart  of  the  perfect  foetus,  hj  propel  the  blood  from  the  placenta 
which  the  acardiac  one  is  usually,  if  through  the  umbilical  vein  and  foetal 
not  invariably,  accompanied.  Now,  liver  into  the  fcctal  auricles,  it  would 
IVefore  we  give  credence  to  so  extraor-  be  necessary  for  them  to  be  able,  bv 
dinary  a  aoctrine  as  this — that  the  propelling  a  certain  quantity  througn 
heart  of  one  foetus  can  propel  the  blood  the  long  and  tortuous  umbuical  arte- 
through  the  two  distinct  systems  which  ries,  also  to  effect  the  propulsion  of  a 
compose  the  circulation  of  another  and  greater  quantity  tbrouerh  the  vessels  of 
acardiac  one — Dr.  Hall  should  prove  the  hepatic  system;  that  is,  thtough 
to  us  that  the  heart  of  a  perfect  foetus  the  roots,  trunk,  and  branches  of  the 
is  capable  of  propelling  the  blood  umbilical  vein,  the  portal  plexuses,  and 
tlirough  both  itt  own  uystems ;  that  is,  hepatic  veins.  If  this  be  possible^  if 
through  the  hepatic  system  as  well  as  the  heart  can  propel  the  blood  through 
the  general.  'Ry  hepatic ty$tem\mtKi\  the  liver  cither  before  birth  or  after 
the  roots  of  the  umoilicaf  vein  in  the  (much  more  the  heart  of  one  foetus 
placenta  (and  of  which  roots  the  pla-  propel  the  blood  through  the  hepatic 
centa  chiefly  and  essentiallv  consists'),  and  general  systems  cf  another  fcrtus!)  - 
the  t}'unh  of  the  umbilical  vein,  the  it  is  not  true  that  a  power  cannot  over- 
branchra  of  the  umbilical  vein  in  the  come  a  resistance  greater  than  itself; 
liver,  the  portal  plexuxet,  and  the  he*  for  the  heart  must  do  so—must  always 
patic  veine.  By  the  tenn  generat  evs-  be  pei forming  a  physical  impossibility 
tern,  1  mean  the  heart  and  all  the  other  from  the  very  moment  of  its  formation, 
vessels,  arteries,  and  veins,  except  the  It  is  evident  that  more  blood  doe$ 
tpleno-hepalit  vein.  There  is  no  pu/^  pass  through  the  umbilical  vein  than 
monary  tyttem  before  birth ;  for  owing  through  the  umbilical  arteries ;  for  if 
to  the  communication,  first,  between  as  much  was  continually  being  re- 
the  two  auricles  by  means  of  the  fora-  turned  from  the  foetus  to  the  placenta, 
men  ovale,  and  secondly,  between  the  by  the  umbilical  arteri**"    ^"^  \m>£»5i% 
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from  the  placenta  to  the  foQtus  by  the  right    ventricle    pronels    the    blood 

umbitical  vein,  it  is  clear  nothine  could  through  the  lungs,  ana  the  left  throuffh 

be  deposited  in  the  foetus ;  and,  as  ex  all  other  parts  and  organs  except  & 

nihiio  nihil  fit,  how  could  die  develojp-  liver;  but  with  the  propulsion  of  the 

ment  of  the  foetus  then  be  effectea  P  blood  through  that  oigan,  I  hold  the 

That  more  blood  passes  through  the  heart  has  nothing  whatever  to  do,  either 

hepatic  veins  into  tne  heart  after  birth  before  birth   or  after.     The    hepatic 

than  is  propelled  through  the  cteliac  system  is  always  a  distinct,  perfect, 

and  mesenteric  arteries,  is  indubitably  and  independent  svstem ;  and  the  two 

true,  because  dl  the  fluids  taken  into  veins,  of  which  the  spleen  and  pla- 

the  stomach  pass  through  the  gastric  ccnta  are  essentially  only  the  roots, 

and  duodenal  veins  into  the  splenic  perform  in  that  system,  the  one  before 

vein,  and  so  through  the  liver  into  the  birth,  and  the  other  after,  the  triple 

heart ;   and  not,  as  most  of  us  have  function  of  recipient  cavity  or  auricle, 

been  taught,  through  the  thoracic  duct  propulsive  agent  or  ventricle,  and  af- 

and  behind  the  liver,  through  the  chest,  ferent  vessel  or  artery.      Of  each  of 

into  the  neck !    I  have  no  doubt  in  my  those  two  veins  it  may  be  said,  '*  tria 

own   mind    that    even    the    nutrient  conjuncta  in  uno;*' for  each  is  an  auri- 

juices  derived  from  the  solids  pass  from  cle,  a  ventricle,  and  an  artery,  although 

the  digestive  tube  through  the  hepatic  a  vein. — I  am,  sir, 

svstem  into  the  pulmonary,  and  not  Your  obedient  servant, 

through  the  trunk  of  what  are  called  John  Jackson. 

the  a&orbents.    I  must  state,  however,  Jane  lo,  i843. 
that  I  ask  no  one  else  to  believe  this. 


I  am  by  no  means  desirous  of  under-  on  the 

^t\^STSrS£^^^  ™«^«    ^PON    WHICH    THE     RE- 

Nevertheless,  I  am  prepared  to  defend  MOTE*  ACTION  OP  POISONS  IS 

my  own  opinion  afi^inst  any  one  who  EXERTED, 

nmy  feel    disposed   to    advocate    the  By  W.  Wates,  M.D. 

aforesaid  creed,  either  in  your  pages  or  ^                   ,          ,     ,  « 

elsewhere.  \^^  '^^  London  Medteal  Oazeite.J 

But,  to  return  to  Dr.  Hall  and  the  

acardiac  foetuses.  Will  that  physiolo-  Our  ignorance  regarding  the  modne 
gist  deny  the  truth  of  the  fact  which  I  operandi  of  the  agents  we  daily  use 
nave  adduced — that  more  blood  does  in  the  treatment  of  disease  has  ever 
pass  through  the  liver  before  birth  been  the  fertile  source  of  false  theories ; 
than  is  propelled  through  the  umbili-  has  given  rise  to  the  bitter,  because 
cal  arteries,  and  after  birth  than  is  hitherto  unanswered  taunt  of  the  em- 
propelled  through  the  cseliac  and  me-  pine  and  sceptic ;  has  proved  a  stum- 
senteric  arteries  P  And  if  he  will  not  bling-block  to  the  pharmacologist  at 
deny  its  truth,  and  I  think  he  cannot,  the  outset  of  his  task,  and  is  the  ac- 
will  he  oblige  me  by  endeavouring,  in  knowlcdged  opprobrium  of  our  whole 
his  next  paper  concerning  acardiac  profession.  To  endeavour  to  do  away 
foetuses,  to  reconcile  that  particular  with  this  is  the  object  with  which  the 
fkct  with  his  present  views  concerning  following  remarks  are  made, 
the  circulation  P                                       , 

In  conclusion  I    may  state,   that  I  •  in  order  that  no  muconception  may  ariaere- 

entirely  concur  with  Dr.  Hall  in  the  WHj»f[  ^'^l  portion  in  the  chain  of  leqvence 

oninion  that  the  capUlaries  have  no-  Jn^Sja^^SJ^SST^^ 


copy  from   Dr.   Copland** 

[ediclne,  page  ftSS,  par.  8,  the 

understood  by  noaologiata 

,  „  , ,  -^ it  Is  osed  throughout  the 

evident  and  certain,  than  that  they    ibUowtncr  remariu. 

must  necettarilv  rpfnni  if«  mnffnn  sin^       "  '^^  division,  howerer,  which  has  been  moat 

must  oeoeHaniv  retara  its  motion,  ana    generally  adopted  is  into  remote  and  proximate 

that  sucn  retardation  is  proportionate  or  immediate,  accordinr  to  their  relation  to  the 
to  their  length  and  minuteness.  I  am  <U»«!»e  occasioned  by  them :  the  remote  beinff 
vAvo  tar  >i/mrAVAi*  fmrs,^  ^.,^^^1^^  w^ti*    ^«  <*"*  *"  *^*  Chain  of  causstion,  the  proximate 

very  far.  nowever,  from  agreeing  with    „  immediate  those  eariv  chai^  wVich  they 

Dr.  Hall  and  Otners  m  the  belief  that     effect  in  the  economy,  and  which  constitute  the 

the  heart  is  the  sole  agent  in  the  pro-    l!l!S^,^'^^S!^  the  disease^  or,  in  other 

*    ,  .  *  *u*  ui-«.j^  V      J    •!  Vu       words,  the  patholofpcal  states  ansmg  direcUy 

pulsion  of  the  blood.      I    admit    the    ftwnthe  operationof  the  remote  agenU." 


REMOTE  ACTION  OF  POISONS  IS  EXERTED.  4^9 

It  has  been  obserred,  that  we  never  pass  on  to  (he  consideration  of  the 

can  know  how  our  medicines  act,  and,  second  and  third  divisions  of  the  snb** 

therefore,    that  it  is  almost  vain  to  ject    In  discussing  the  former  of  these 

attempt  the  research:  but  this,  I  ap-  two proj)ositions, the  question  to  be  first 

prehend,  is  nothing  more  than  pleading  determined  is,  "  upon  what  tissue  are 

Ignorance  as  a  plea  for  idleness.  Whilst  the  remote  actions  of  poisons  exerted*** 

the  laws  which  regulate  all  the  various  No  point  has  been  more  debated  than 

constituents  of  the  universe  amongst  this,  and  each  succeeding  Writer  seems 

themselves  are  gradually  being  discrimi-  to  have  enveloped  Uie  matter  in  cn-eater 

natedandfixed,  is  there  8  ny  just  reason  mystery  thanne  found  it,  ana  none 

why  those  by  which  the  effects  of  agents  more  so  than   Messrs.  Morg^an   and 

upon  the  human  frame  are  produced  Addison,  whose  "  Essay  on  Poisons"  is 

should  remain  undefined  P  I  believe  not :  written  in  such  an  obscure  style,  that  it 

nor  would  they  so  long  have  been  misun-  is  almost  imx)Ossible  clearly  to  under- 

derstoodyifthe  same  strict  rules  had  been  stand  the  meaning  they  wish  it   to 

applied  in  the  reasonings  based  upon  convey. 

the  observations  made  upon  the  latter,  Much,  if  not  all,  the  difiiculty  met 
as  have  been  upon  those  made  upon  with  in  determining  this  most  es- 
the  former.  Medical  writers  have  sential  part  of  the  inquiry,  has  arisen 
been  too  apt  to  permit  the  opinions  fromtheremoteefiectsofthepoisonbein|; 
springing  from  a  few  imperfect  obser-  entirely  overlooked,  and  fVom  the  proxi- 
vations  to  colour  the  results  of  their  in-  mate  effects,  or  pathological  states,  the 
vestigations,  which  have  been  made,  consequenccof  the  remote  action,having 
though  perliaps  not  intentionally,  to  been  mistaken  for  them.  For  instance, 
provecertain  hypotheses,  instead  simply  some  poisons  are  said  to  exert  their  re- 
of  defining  the  strict  relations  of  cause  mote  action  upon  the  brain,  and  others 
and  effect  between  certain  phenomena,  upon  the  heart,  the  spine,  and  lungs  re- 
in order  that  my  mind  might  be  spectively,  because  tne  organs  present 
as  little  swayed  as  possible  by  any  symptoms  of  derangement  of  their 
particular  theory,  I  determined,  whilst  functions  when  a  poison  is  introduced 
making  the  investigation  into  the  into  the  system.  Yet  it  will  be  seen 
modus  operandi  of  medical  agents  that  those  very  poisons  still  produce 
and  poisons,  not  to  make  any  expe-  their  fbll  effects  upon  the  system,  when 
riments  myself,  but  to  take  those  exe-  the  particular  organ  it  is  supposed  to 
cuted  by  men  of  acknowledged  skill  have  its  remote  action  connned  to, 
and  observation;  and  by  collating  them,  either  is  removed  from  the  body,  or 
to  endeavour  to  deduce  the  various  when  the  chain  of  communication 
points  in  which  they  agree ;  hoping  between  the  part  poisoned  and  it  is  de- 
that  thus  I  might  be  enabled  to  lay  stroyed.  Yet  that  organ,  when  present, 
down  some  of  the  laws  which  thev  obey  is  indisputably  affected,  and  the  ques- 
in  such  a  way  as  that  they  might  be-  tion  arises,  does  the  poison  act  remotely 
come  fixed  data  in  our  reasonings,  and  on  it,  or  are  they  the  proximate  effects 
prove  sure  starting-points  for  fresh  re-  of  the  poison  which  it  exhibits  P  This 
search.  we  will  now  proceed  to  examine. 

Perhaps  no  little  confusion  upon  this  What,  then,  is  the  tissue  remotely 
subject  has  arisen  from  the  mind  of  the  acted  upon  by  poisons  P 
stuaent  not  fully  comprehending  what  It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  pol- 
ls included  under  the  expression  "  the  sons  have  the  power  of  affectine  the 
action  of  poisons."  In  it  are  necessarily  system  in  two  ways.  One,  in  whicn  the 
implied  the  capability,  1st,  in  the  agent  impression  is  not  transmitted  beyond 
to  produce  an  impression  upon  the  the  part  to  which  it  is  primarily  applied, 
organ  to  which  it  is  applied  :  2d,  of  and  in  which  the  general  powers  of  life 
that  oi^^an  for  receivine  that  particular  manifest  no  symptoms  of  partaking  in 
impression :  and  3d,  of  the  organ  im-  an^,  or  to  a  very  slight  degree,  in  the 
pressed  to  manifest  its  being  acted  ef^t  of  the  agent ;  the  other,  in  which 
upon  by  the  impression  created  by  the  the  proximate  effects  of  the  remote 
agent  action  of  the  poison  are  such  as  shew 
The  first  of  these  relates  to  the  in-  that  the  whole  system  is  affected.  The 
dividual  properties  of  each  poison,  and  former  is  the  local,  the  latter  the  general 
as  they  are  universally  conceded  I  action  of  poisons ;  each  consequent 
shall  not  stop  here  to  notice  them,  but  upon  the  remote  action. 


4U  DR<  WATES  ON  THE  TISSUE  UPON  WHICH  THE 

Several  organs  are  said,  by  various  "  It  has  been  maintained  by  some, 

anthors,  to  be  the  seat  of  the  remote  that  all  poisons  which  have  a  remote 

action;  as  the  brain,  the  spinal  cord,  the  action  exert  it  through  the  medium  of 

heart,  the  lungs,  the  liver,  the  stomach ;  the  brain  ;  but  it  does  not  apply  well 

and  the  bloc^  itself  is  classed  along  to  those  which  act  on  remote  organs, 

with  them.  such  as  the  heart  or  spine,  witnoot 

Dr.  Christison,  in  his  work  on  Poi-  causing  anv  sensible  symptom  referrible 

aons*,says,"poisonsare  commonly,  but  to  the  head.    The  infusion  of  tobacco 

I  conceive  erroneously,  said  to  affect  re-  paralyses  the  heart,  and  nux  vomica 

motely  the  general  system.    A  few  of  irritates  the  spine,  without  causing  any 

them,  such  as  arsenic  and  mercury,  do,  disorder  of  the  mind  :    which  could 

indeed,  appear  to  affect  a  great  number  scarcely  happen  through  the  medium 

of  the  organs  of  the  body.  But  bv  much  of  the  brain*." 

the  larger  proportion  seem,  on  the  con-  **  Few  poisons  act  specifically  upon 

trary,toact  on  one  or  moxe  organs  only,  the  spinal  cord.      The  only   speciesy 

not  on  the  general  system."  indeed,  which  are  known  to  possess  such 

The  brain  is  supposed  by  many  to  be  an  action,  are  nux  vomica,  the  other 

the  organ  remotely  acted  upon  by  ecr«  species  of  plants  which,  like  it,  contain 

tain  poisons,  and  among  those  that  hold  strychnia,  and  the  false  angustura  bark, 

this  opinion  may  be  enumerated  Chris-  Their  action  on  the  spine  is  quite  inde- 

tison,  Brodie,  and  Magendie.  I  imagine  pendent  of  any  action  on  the  brain,  if 

Messrs.  Morgan  and  Addison  entertain  indeed  such  action  exist  at  aU,    for 

the  same  opmion,  but  am  not  certain,  when  the  spinal  cord  is  separated  from 

although  I  have  carefully  perused  their  the  brain  by  dividing  the  medulla  ob- 

'*  Essay  **  three  or  four  times,  and  have  longata,  the  effects  on  die  muscles  sup- 

CoUated  the  various  passages.     I  shall  plied  by  the  spinal  cord  are  produced 

therefore  give  them  the  benefit  of  the  as  usual.     Many  poisons  wnich  act 

doubt.  on   the  brain  also  act  on  the  spinal 

Under  the  head  **  remote  action,"  at  cord."t 

wage  19  of  his  most  valuable  work.  Dr.  "  Some  very  interesting  experiments 

Uhristison  writes  :  **  A  great  number  of  were  made  by  Emmert  with  tnis  poison 

the  poisons  now  under  consideration  (false  angustura  bark^,  to  show  that  it 

act  upon  the  brain.    The  most  decided  acts  upon  the  spine  directly,  and  not  on 

proof  of  such  an  action  is  the  nature  of  that  organ  through  the  medium  of  the 

the  symptoms,  which  are,  convulsions,  brain."{ 

giddiness,  delirium,  palsy,  coma.    All  Of  the  remote  action  npan  the  heart. 

narcotic  poisons  act  on  the  brain,  and  — **  Of  the  poisons  whicn  act  remotely 

most   narcotico-acrids  too ;  but  very  through  a  sympathy  of  distant  parts 

frequently  other  organs  are  acted  on  at  with  an  organic  injury  of  the  textures 

the  same  time,  m  particular  the  spine,  directly  acted  on,  many  appear  to  act 

and  heart"  sympathetically  on  the  heart  alone.'^K 

Sir  B.  Brodie^  as  quoted  by  Morgan  «  Some   poisons  of   this  kind  act 

aad  Addison,  at  pages  21  and  31  of  chiefly  if  not  solely  on  the  heart.    The 

their  Essay,  infers  from  his  experiments  best  examples  are  infusions  of  tobacco, 

that  the  brain  was  affected  when  death  and  upas  antiar."J 

was  produced  hj  hydrocyanic  acid,  and  Dr.  Christison  also  places  the  active 

by  ticunas.    Magendie,  also,  is  repre-  principle  found  in  hemlock  by  Geiger, 

sented  by  the  same  writers  (at  page  40)  on  his  authority,  in  the  list  of  poisons 

as  supposing  that  the  brain  is  the  organ  which  act  remotely  upon  the  heart, 

remotely  impressed  by  the  action  of  either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with 

poisons.  other  organs :   together  with  arsenic. 

As  it  will  avoid  repetition,  I  shall  and  oxalic  acid,  on  the  authority  of  Dr* 

here  introduce  the  opinions  of  those  Campbell,  Dr.  Coindet,  and  himself.* 

who  contend  for  a  remote  action  upon  The  remote  action  on  the  lun^. — 

the  spinal  cord,  either  in  connection  Regarding  the  lungs  being  the  seat 

with,  or  independent  of,  a  simiiar  action  of  3ie  remote  action  of  poisons  little  is 

upon  the  brain,  and  also  tho^e  which — 

aavocate  the  remote  action  upon  the  *  ChritUton  on  Powou,  p.  19. 

heart,  lungs,  and  blood,  and  then  con-  t  {j^-^.*  p.'  wi 

aider  the  evidence  which  affects  them.  n  ibid.'  p.*  17. ' 

-^— — — — — — — — —  4  Ihid.  p.  17-is. 

*  Sd  edition,  p.  17.  ♦  Ibid.  p.  18. 
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known.  Dr.  Christison  writing  on  it  cuons,  it  will  not  surprise  us  to  find 
saysy "  other  poisons  act  upon  the  lungs :  that  these  organs  (the  brain  and  spinal 
but  we  arc  not  acquainted  with  any  cord),  having  functions  in  connection 
whichact  on  them  alone/'*  Magendie  with  the  nature  of  externsil  objects 
found  that  in  poisoning  with  tartar  only,  are  not  in  any  way  neccsstirily 
emetic,  the  lungs  are  commonly  in-  connected  with  the  remote  reception  of 
flamed,  and  sometimes  hepatised.  Mr.  the  impressions  created  by  substances 
Smith,  and  M.  Orfila,  both  remarked  whose  capability  of  action  is  quite  in- 
similar  sif^ns  of  pulmonary  inflamma-  dependent  of  their  external  properties, 
tion  in  ammals  poisoned  with  corrosive  I  shall  now  proceed  to  shew  tnat,  in 
sublimate.  But  these  ooisons  produce  confonnity  witti  this  law — 
important  effects  on  tne  organs  like*  1st.  Poisons  do  not  act  when  applied 
wise.  to  the  cut  surface  of  the  brain,  spinal 

These  remarks,  like  the  others,  are  in.  cord,  or  to  the  cut  extremities  of  oc- 
cluded under    the  head  of  "  remote  rebro-suinal' nerves, 
action"  of  poisons,  in  Dr.  Christison's  2d.  Poisons  do  act  when  the  nervous 
work.  connexion  between  the  brain  and  the 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  consideration  part  inoculated  is  destroyed  by  division 

of  each  of  the  above  remote  actions,  I  of  the  spinal-cord, 

will  make  an  observation  regarding  the  3d.  Poisons  do  not  act  when  the  ino- 

capability  of  organs  in  general  to  re-  culated  part  is    connected    with    the 

ceive  and  to  transmit  impressions  caused  trunk  cerebro-spinal  nerves  alone, 

by  external  agents,  of  whaLtcver  nature  4th.  Poisons  continue  to  act  though 

they  may  be.  the  cerebro-spinal  nerves  supplying  the 

It  is  a  general  law  throughout  nature  inoculated  i>art  be  divided, 
that  particular  functions  have  each  a  Ist.  Poisons  do  not  act  when  applied 
structure  specially  constructed  for  its  directly  to  the  cut  surface  of  tlie  uraili, 
performance,  and  that  function  is  sdone  spinzU  cord,  or  cerebro-spinal  nerves, 
capable  of  being  produced  by  its  own  Dr.  Copland,  specJiing  on  this  sub- 
particular  or^;an :  further,  each  portion  ject,  says,  "for  when  Qie  poison  has 
of  the  frame  18  capable  of  receiving  such  been  applied  to  the  cerebro-spinal 
impressions  only  as  are  calculated  to  nerves,  it  has  been  found  by  Orfila, 
act  upon  its  peculiar  structure.  In  Fontana,  and  others,  to  have  no  further 
conformity  witn  this  law,  the  brain  is  oprntion,  or  even  less  than  when  ap> 
constituted  for  reasoning  upon  impres-  plied  toother  tissues*."  Again  :  "  The 
sions  created  by  external  agents  acting  celebrated  and  accurate  experiments 
upon  the  extremities  of,  and  transmitted  made  by  Fontana  on  the  venom  of  the 
by,  the  cerebro-spinal  nerves,  and  has  viper,  and  ticunas,  can  be  justly  es- 
for  its  sole  function  the  formation  of  timated  only  in  accordance  with  this 
ideas  of  external  objects  from  the  im-  view,  for  when  those  substances  were 
presf^ions  thus  transmitted,  and  is  in  applied  to  the  cerebro-spinal  nerves,  no 
nowise  necessarily  connected  with  the  more  rapid  eflSrct  was  produced  than 
control  or  regulation  of  the  functions  when  applied  upon  any  other  tissue ; 
of  oxganic  lirc.  The  same  remark  ap-  but  when  injected  into  the  veins,  the 
plies  to  the  spinal  cord ;  its  function  result  wiis  almost  iusUmtaneous."  In 
18  to  receive  impressions  created  by  ex-  another  workf  he  says : — "  It  may  be 
temal  objects,  and  to  react  upon  those  concluded  from  this  that  the  opinion  of 
pr^[ans,  whose  function  is  to  be  in  re-  many  physiologists,  that  poisons  act 
lation  with,  and  to  be  exercised  upon,  mortally  when  tney  are  applied  to  these 
the  external  objects  creating  the  im-  parts  of  the  nervous  system"  (t.  e,  the 
presssion.  Therefore,  the  cords  of  brain,  spinal  marrow,  and  cerebro- 
communication  between  the  object  im-  spinal  nerves),  '*  are  not  well  founded, 
pressing,  and  the  brain,  or  spinal  cord  and  are  devoid  of  direct  proofs."^ 
remotely  impressed,  are  constituted  for  On  the  same  point  Dr.  Christison 
appreciating  and  transmitting  external  writes} — '*The  experiments  of  Emmert, 
forms  and  properties  alone.                       — 

As  poisons  do  not  differ  essentially  •DictkMiu7ofPracticalMedlciiie,vol.i,  pairt 

in  Uieir  external  qualities  from  other  W,P«r^4j5^  ^^  Riche««d'.  Phy«olofy,  3d 

substances  which  are  perfectly  in  no-  edltioD.jp.  5W,  p«r.  u. 

*Cliriiti8<m  oa  FtoifODB,  p.  18.  %  On  PoisoM,  3d  edition,  p.  W7. 
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Coullon,  and  Erimur,    shew  that   it  the  hind  legs  were  affected  with  con- 

(dilute  hydrocyanic  acid),  has  no  effect  vulsions  as  well  as  the  fore  legs.'** 
when  apphed  to  the  trunks  or  cut  ex-        '*  In  a  second  frog  we  divided  the 

tremities  of  the  nerves,  or  to  a  fissure  spinal  marrow  helow  the  origin  <tf  the 

made  in  the  brain  or  spinal  marrow;  tracheal  plexus,  and   applied  strych- 

and  that  its  action  is  not  prevented  by  nine  as  before.    The  anterior  extremi- 

previously  dividing  the  nerves;"  and  ties  .became  tetanic  first,  after  an  in- 

^ain,*  "  as  to  the  nervous  tissue,  it  is  a  terval  of  twenty  minutes,  and  the  pos- « 

singular  fact,  and  well  worthy  of  men-  terior  extremities  became  tetanic  after 

tion,  that  the  poisons  wldch  appear  to  an  interval  of  fifty  minute8."t 
act  on  the  sentient  extremities  of  the        "  Emmert  found  that  poisoning  took 

nerves,  on  the  brain  and  spine,  do  not  place  in  an  animal  in  whose  hind  left 

act  at  all  on  the  cut  surface  of  the  the  extract  of  false  angustura  bark  had 

brain  or  nerves,  or  upon  any  part  of  been  inserted,  and  in  whom  the  spinal 

the  course  of  the  latter.  This  has  been  cord  had  been  severed  in  the  loins ; 

proved  with  respect    to  hydrocyanic  and  in  others,  where  the  medulla  ob- 

acid,  opium,  strychnia^  and  all  active  longata  was  cut  across,  and  artificial 

narcotics."  respiration  kept  up,  the  usual  symptoms 

Messrs.  Morgan  and  Addison  made  were  produced  over  the  whole  body  by 
the  following  experiment,  to  shew  the  the  aaministration  of  it  internally  or  ex- 
same  thingf.    '*  The  brain  of  another  temally."]; 

rabbit  of  the  same  age  and  condition"        "  The  spinal  marrow  of  a  half-mwn 

(as  one  previously   poisoned),  "  was  rabbit  was  divided ;  the  leg  was  mocu- 

then  laid  bare,  and  a  small  portion  of  lated  with   strong  prussic  acid  ;    the 

the  cerebrum  sliced  off  horizontally ;  animal  died  in  three  minutes  after  the 

in  the  surface  thus  exposed  a  portion  introduction  of  the  poison,  this  being 

of  woorara,  of  the  same  size  as  that  the  usual  period  of  time  in  which  that 

used  in  the  experiment  on  the  first  poison  was  found  to  operate  upon  these 

rabbit,  was  inserted,  the  greatest  care  animals  under  common  circumstances, 

being  taken  to  prevent  its  contact  with  when  introduced  into  the  same  part.§" 
any  part  except  the  brain  itself.    After        3d.  Poisons  do  not  act,  when   the 

an  interval  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  inoculated  part  is  connected  with  the 

had  elapsed  from  the  time  of  the  inocu-  trunk  by  cerebro-spinal  nerves  alone, 
lation,  tne  animal  was,  from  motives  of       "  A  fact  somewhat  analogous   has 

humanity,  destroyed  ;  but  during  the  been  established  by  the  same  experi- 

whole  of   that  time  not  the  slighest  mentalist  (Emmert)  in  regard  to   the 

symptoms  of  the  effect  of  the  poison  woorara ;  he  found  that  it  does  not  act 

upon  the  system^  was  observed;   the  when  introduced  into  the  limb  of  any 

animal  under  excitement  leaping  about  animal  connected  to  the  body  by  nerves 

the  room  as  usual."  alone."J| 

Dr.  Christison}  remarks  that  "  some        Mr.  Brodie  **  tied  a  tape  half  an  inch 

Eoisons  retain  their  action  although  the  wide  round  the  thigh  of  a  rabbit,  ex- 
rain  be  removed,"  though  he  does  not  eluding  the  sciatic  nerve,  and  although 
give  the  experiment,  or  the  authority  the  leg  was  wounded,  and  poisoned 
upon  which  the  statement  is  based.  with  ticunas,  yet  no  sensible  effect  was 
2d.  Poisons  do  act  when  the  nervous  produced  at  the  end  of  an  hour  from 
connection  between  the  brain  and  the  the  operation ;  after  this  interval  of  time 
part  inoculated  is  destroyed  by  division  had  elapsed,  the  ligature  was  removed, 
of  the  cord.  and  in  twentv  minutes  the  rabbit  was 

Widemeyer  relates  the  following  ex-  found  motionless  and  insensible^." 
periment.    "  In  a  dog  the  spinal  cord        "  A.  Herr  observed  the  same  results 

was  divided  at  the  top  of  the  loins,  so  in  a  corresponding  experiment  made 

that  no  movements  took  place  when  the  with  hydrocyanic  acid  and  strychnine 

hind  legs  were  pricked;  hydrocyanic  on  fh>g8:  the  thigh  of  a  firog  was  divided 

acid  beinff  then  introduced  into  a  wound  — 

in  the  left  hind  W,  symptoms  of  poi-      *  Ibid.  p.  (S2S. 

soning  commenced  in  one  minute,  and  ->  t  Gutatonian  lactam  for  1842,  by  Dr.  HaU, 

«  rw.  iM»t«.  «  M  "^  i  Chrittiton  on  POUnns,  p.  807. 

t  SfaJSJ?T^^*  "•  I  Cbn«i»on  on  Poisons,  p.  9. 

t  On  FoiMiiB,  p.  19.  ^  Morgan  and  Addison's  Esssy,  p.  29. 
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except  the  nerves,  and  the  artery  was  of  mutual  assurance,  as  suggested,  in 

tied ;  then  ticunas  poison  was  applied  our  last  number  but  one,  and  strongly  re- 

to  the  foot   without  any  effect  on  the  eommended  by  us  to  the  members  of  our 

system  following.*"  ,      ,        i..  ,  .,i       j        ^     • 

«  In  another  rabbit  of  the  same  age  hard-workmg  and  ill-paid  profession, 

a  ligature  was  tied  round  the  leg  to  the  is  the  consideration  of  the  qualities,  the 

careful  exclusion  of  the  sciatic  nerve ;  conduct,  and  the  circumstances  which 

six  drops  of  prussic  acid  were  then  ap-  -^dom  suinrests  or  exnerience  nroves 

plied  to  a  wound  in  the  foot  of  the  ^^^™  suggests,  or  expenence  proves, 

strangulated  limb,  and  without  produc  conduce  to  success  or  failure,  to  honour 

ing    the    slightest   possible    effect,"t  or  discredit,  in  a  professional  career, 
though  a  rabbit  had  justpreviously  been        We  need  not  do  more  than  advert  to 

killed  with  four  drops  of  the  same  acid.  ^^^^^^  general  principles  of  moraUty, 

These    four   experiments,    and   all  ,         ^  .,     ,.    .,      f    ,  .  ,     „ 

smiilar  ones,  are  oii^n  to  some  objection,  ^y°"^  **^«  ^>°"^«  of  which  all  praise 

which  I  shall  not  notice  here,  but  when  however  flattering,  all  wealth  however 

I  come  to  consider  the  circumstances  abounding,  falls  lamentably  short  of 

which  modify  the   action  of  poisons  tme  success.    "These  principles,  if  they 

?  ff  pSI  VonTnue  to  act  thou.h  ^-«  -^  ^^  finnly  inculcated  during 

the  cerebrospinal  nerves  supplying  tne  ^^"7  youth,  while  the  inind  is  receiv- 

inoculated  part  be  divided.  ing  that  imperceptible  direction  in  fa- 

To  shew  this  the  following  experi-  your  of  good  which  sound  early  edu- 

ment  by  Sir  B.  Brodie  is  quoted  from  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^g.^^  must  be  taught 

Morgan  and  Addison.  .      ,  ,  .  ,     .  ,     ^ 

"  The  axillary  plexus  of  a  rabbit  is  ^^  ^he  more  exciting  and  violent  me- 

ncxt  divided,  and  the  same  poison"  thods  which   it  is   the  office  of  the 

(woorara),  "  is  inserted  into  the  limb  preacher  to  use :    for  to  his  offioe  is 

"^eS  o^f'dilJer '  ^^^  '°  ^^  '""*^  ''^''''  reserved  the  arresting  that  ten- 

^^"Next,  l^any  poisons  act  with  unim-  ^^"cy  to  evil,  which  seems  natural  to 

paired  rapidity  when  the  nerves  supply-  man,  and  the  bringing,  by  all  the  ener- 

ing  the  part  to  which  they  have  been  gies  at  his  command,  the  distorted  mind 

applied  have  been  previously  divided,  and  perverted  faculties  to  an  upright 
or  even  when  the  part  is  attached  to         ,  f         •      j-      ^.         «  a^*   \  .  j 

the  body  by  arteries  and  veins  only,  and  becoming  du^cUon.    Setting  aside 

Dr.  Monro  secundus  proved  this  with  these   general   principles,    we    would 

regard  to  opium ;  the  same  fact  has  been  consider  our  subject  within  the  more 

extended  by  Mr.  Brodie  and  Professor  gpecial  limits   of  professional  ethics, 
Emmert  to  woorara:  by  Magendie  to*,^_.  -^, 

nux  vomica;    by  Coullon  iS   hydro-  ^^   exanune    some    of  the    ciroum- 

cyanic  acid;  by  Charret  to  opium ;  and  stances  which  seem  most  frequently 

by  Coindet  and  myself  to  duute  oxalic  to  have  caused  success  or  failure. 

a*^"'  $         ^  ^         ,      ^ ,  The  following  advice  has  been  given 

[To be continiied.]  ^  ,.,  .    5  ,     , 

to  a  candidate  for  success  at  the  bar : — 

lUTTnin  AT     r*  A  'ZITTT^IT  "  ^^^^  y°"^  patrimony,  the  larger  the 

M JliUlL/A-U  UAZiJli  1  1  Jli.  i^e^^r,   as  elegantly,    indeed,  but  as 

Friday y  June  23, 1843.  completely  as  you  can.       Marry  an 

"  Licet  omnibus,  U^irtMUmmihi,dijrnitAtem  l^eiress,  and  spend  her  fortune  also; 

jr#i«  ife<f<<v9  taeri ;  potestu  modo  Teoiendi  In  and  when  your  necessities  shall  have 

p.bUau»  .i^  dicwdi  perteulum  «m  rm»».'^^  ^^  ^^^  industrious,  your  knowledge 

of  mankind  will  enable  you  to  make  a 

PROFESSIONAL  SUCCESS.  profitable  use  of  the  connections  you 

Closblt  related  to  the  subject  of  pro-  have  formed."     This  counsel,  which 

▼ision  for  families  by  different  modes  has  much  of  the  brilliant  profligacy  of 

t  Herr*t  Theorie  der  Anndwirkung.  Frei-  Lord  Chesterfield,  or  the  broad  satire 

^"^^  and  Addison's  Es«y,  p.  »i.  ^^  ^^^^^  Swift,  has  of  course  this  capi- 

5  Ibid.  I),  39.  tal  disadvaiiUs:^*  VWV.  M  ^'^^a«a^.^ 
I  Chriatiwm  on  Fouons,  p.  9.  ^ 
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acted  on  it  would  make  a  man  a  scoun-  circumstances,    when    the   fault    has 

drel|  and  if  found  by  experience  to  be  been  mainly  in  their   own  conduct. 

true,  it  would  be  needless.    At  forty,  This  would  be  a  mere  harmless  vent 

every  man  is  a  fool  or  a  physician,  for  their  wrath  or  rcpinings,  did  it  not 

well  acquainted  with  his  own  mental  too   often  tempt  them  to   seek  in  a 

as  well  as  bodily  in 6rmities;  but  to  this  change  of  place  or  of  circumstances 

degree,  "in  nature's  good  old  college,"  that  success  which  can  only  be  fairly 

there  is  no  admission  ad  eundem.    AH  expected  from  a  change  of  conduct. 

the  terms  must  be  rigorously  kept ;  the  Now  of  all  defects  in  education,  that  is 

diploma  cannot  be  obtained,  like  some  the  greatest  which  omits  instruction  in 

recently  advertised,  "  for  fifty  pounds  the  art  ofbearing  and  suffering.    Man's 

without  absence  from  practice,  or  thirty-  burden  of  work  and  trouble  is  to  be 

five  pounds  with  two  months'  residence  borne  steadily  up  the  hill  of  life,  and 

abroad,  including  travel  through  the  those  who  are  perpetually  stopping  to 

most  delightful  part  of  Europe," — in  shift  it,   or  perpetually   seeking  less 

company,  of  course,  with  the  intelli-  wearisome  roads  than  the  direct  one» 

gent  advertiser.    The  graduate  in  self-  will  find  themselves,  towards  the  close 

knowledge — the  most  diflicult  of  arts —  of  the  day,*hardly  less  wearied,  though 

will  often  have  to  say  with  Crabbe —  far  less  advanced,  than  steadier  tra- 

'*  We*Te  trod  the  maxe  of  error  round,  vellers,  whom  they  will  have  the  mor- 

Long  wandering:  In  each  devious  g^lade;  fifiration    lo    rpp    rMtinv    whil«»    thov 

Andwhen  the  torch  of  truth  ia  found,  uncauon  10    see   resting   wmie   iney 

It  onlyahowa  ua  where  we atrayed.  continue  toiling.     We  certainly  do  sec 
light  for  onraelvea,  what  is  it  worth  °  ^ 

When  we  no  more  our  way  can  chuse?  some    of  our    fellow    travellers   carry 

To  othera  when  we  hold  H  forth,  i      j  i.         n        i    11  j  • 

They  in  their  turn  the  booareftie."  burdens  of  needless  bulk,  and  m  a  very 

But  the  advice  above  given  is  bril-  awkward  manner,  which  makes  us  long 

y^Q^_^  to  give  them  a  hint  or  a  hand  for  di- 

««Sc  non  h  vero,  ft  ben  troviito,»»  minishing  the  weight,  or  for  its  better 

and  not  a  few  have  acted  and  will  act  adjustment;   but  such  sturdy  fellows 

on  it.     But  it  scarcely  is  good  Sot  our  do  get    along    surprisingly,   and    we 

profession,  whatever  it  may  be  for  the  cease  to  wonder  at  their  contempt  of 

law.    Seriousness,  not  occasional  but  advice  and  interference  when  we  see  the 

habitual ;  earnestness,  not  afifected  but  progress  they  have  made.    The  old  ap- 

real,  are  useful  in  securing  the  confi-  prenticeship  system,  and  the  old  school 

dence  of  the  sick,  and  indispensable  in  drudgery,  had  some  useful  qualities,  and 

the  studies  which  prepare  us  for  .prac-  produced  some  useful  results,  which 

tice :  and  if  the  unvarying  liveliness  of  we  may  be  very  thankful  if  we  find  se- 

a  mercurial  temperament,  seems,  in  cured  by  the ''reading- made-easy  "plans 

some  instances,  to  have  been  a  prime  so  largely  tried  of  late  years.     The 

element  of  professional   success,    we  whole   advantage   of  skilled  labour, 

may  rely  on  it  that  such  unwearied  which  makes  a  man  and  his  work  so 

cheerfulness  has  only  lightened  the  valuable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Benthamec 

labours  of  conscientious  activity ;  that  political  economist  (and  not  of  him 

it  has  been  kept  up  by  a  consciousness  only),  is  forfeited  by  perpetually  shifting 

of  duties  performed,  not  used  as  a  sub-  from  one  pursuit  or  one  place  to  another, 

stitnte  for  duties  neglected^    Of  those  The  fact  of  having  aimed,  and  missed 

who  can  set  the  table  in  a  roar,  how  an  object,  is  a  good  reason  for  aiming 

many  can  leave  it  at  the  calls  of  duty  ?  again  and  again,  till  we  hit  it,  and 

Those  who  iure  dissatisfied  with  their  making   their   dinners   depend   upon 

position  and  success  are  too  apt  to  their  success* as  is  sometimes  prac^ 

throw  the  whole  blame  on  outward  Used  towards  young  savagesi  who  are 


ROYAL  MEDICAL  AND  CHIRURGICAL  SOCIETY.  47$ 

to  live  by  their  bow  and  arrow  —  of  mechanics,  mathematics,  or  others, 

may  furnish  a  nsefnl  hint  for  more  for  his  cash  estimate  of  his  labour  of 

ciyilized  education.    The  encroaching  love.    When  he  requires  to  use  some 

sea  of  Holland — the  lagoons  of  Venice —  art  as  a  bread-winner,  he  will  be  all  the 

the  frost  and  the  thaw,  the  swamp  and  better  workman  for  being  a  scientific 

the  torrent,  at  St.  Petersburgh— all  the  one,  and  his  science  may  thus  procure 

physical   disadvantages   which   great  himbetterwages,buthe  will  live  by  his 

nations  have  overcome,  have  not  caused  art,  and  for  skill  in  this  he  must  labour 

a  mere  worthless  expenditure  of  toil  hke  other  arts  men,  and  will  receive 

and  treasure;  they  have  been  occasions  the  arts-man's  reward,  and  no  other, 

of  discipline, — they  are  crabbed  pas-  Men  agree  to  deal  at  certain  or  uncer- 

sages  in  the  national  grammar,  in-  tainprices,forlaw,  physic,  and  divinity, 

vented  seemingly  for  the  mere  vexation  for  they  want  justice,  health,  and  piety  ; 

of  pupils,  but  which  once  diligently  but  these,  the  several  professors  do  not 

mastered,  enable  nations  not  only  to  pretend  to  sell. 

correct   their   early   mistakes  —  their 

"  nonsense  verses"— but  to  write  for  rqyaL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL 

themselves  on  the  pages  of  history  SOCIETY. 

those  great  world  epics  which  will^  for  Jane  13,  is  43. 

ever  be  remembered  and  quoted,  how-  The  President  in  the  Chair. 

ever  dimly  or  traditionally.  "■■"" 

DiHgent  labour,  patient  application,  On  ike  Charaeiert  and  Structural  Pecu. 
.  J   .  .  ,       -^                X  J  *  M  Itartttea  of  a  group  of  Morbid  Grow t ha 

repeated  trials  after  repeated  failures,       ,.„  which  ccictr^  affectUma  are  in- 

must  be,  sooner  or  later,  the  portion  of      eluded.    By  Dr.  Hodokin. 

all  who  would  win  success  in  any  de-  This  paper  wna  in  continuation  of  a  subject 

partment  of  life :  the  object  makes  no  ^'*^^  ^^  already  been  brought  before  the 

^•n*  •    au  •    :i  Ai.       i_  society  on  a  former  occanon  by  the  same 

dirorence  m  the  means  reqmred,  though  writer. 

it  may  make  a  fearful  one  in  the  reward       After  describing  the  different  appearances 

earned.    The  applause  of  the  posture-  >f«vealed  by  the  hnproved  microscopes  of  the 

-«    4.  -         i.u    ui      •  u*  u  ^  n  present  day,  the  author  endeavoured  to  con- 

master,  or  the  blessings  which  follow  ^^ct  the  nucleated  ceUs,  which  MuUer  has 

the  philanthropist,    can   be    won  in  shewn  to  exist  in  these  structures,  with  the 

no  other  way,  though  circumstances,  production  of  those  compound  cysts  which 

«.i^«i*.  foa^A    *«.  ^«*»«  ^i.<.^.«:^«   ««-„  ^cro  described  in  the  former  paper,  and 

talents,  taste,  or  even  education,  may  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^d- 

determine  our  lot,  or  direct  our  choice,  yentitious  structures  referred  to. 

It  is  often  complained  that  a  devotion       The  following  are  the  conclusions  which 

to  science  is  ill  rewarded :  this  may  be  ^  *''*^?'' "  **^!5  of  drawing  from  the 

•V  .rv  *«  t,  »  u«  «vTT<u%«vu ,   WHO  Auaj  m«?  obscrvations  contamed  hi  the  paper : — 

true  m  appearance,  but  is  false  in  fact.        ist.  The  unrestricted  confirmation  of  the 

Pure  science  does  not  contend  for  the  ^^^^  contained  in  the  former  paper  as  to 

same  obiects  nor  se^k  th«  aame  re-  ^^  existence  of  the  type  of  compound  se- 
same  oojecis,  »<»  »ee»  tne  same  re-  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^  adventitious  structures  re- 
wards, as  art  or  skill.  It  must  be  fed  ferred  to.  The  author  had  not  only  found 
and  clothed,  indeed,  but  of  material  out-  it  in  man,  but  in  several  of  the  inferior  spe- 
wardgains itcanreceive but Kttle more,  cies  of  mammalia  and  in  birds.  Several 
°  ij^  Mm  *°'®  observers  had,  on  exammation,  com- 
Its  market  value  is  often  not  ftrand  out  dded  with  his  views,  and  he  mentioned  the 
till  after  the  deadi  of  the  inventor,  late  Profiessor  Delpech,  and  the  present 

when,  with  the  aid  of  art,  it  has  been  l!^"^/.  ^^^^fJ^^B  P^sonaUy  in- 

,  ,  .  ^    -  ,     '  ,  .  ,  formed  him  of  their  having,  udependently, 

wrought  into  forma  and  patterns  which  been  induced  to  adopt  his  views. 

men  admire,  wish  for,  and  find  useful       2d.  That  the  microscopic  examination  of 

or  pleasant  5  but  has  science,  therefore,  ^  *»«?•  Uwugh  extremely  intercsUng, 

,   a      ,    .,  _x      !*•     X  docs  not  nirnish  perfectly  conclusive  tests 

no  rewards  P  ask  the  earnest  cultivator  ofany  particular  form  of  adventitious  struc- 

ofphysiology,  of  comparative  anatomy,  tore  to  which  a  cy^edxnsivmvs  V3«iti%^\s^ 
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that  it  demonstimtes  the  application  of  the  contained  grannlar  earthy  molecules,  whkk 

nncleated  cdl  theory,  wUkt  it  ia  fktal  to  ooold  be  remoTcd  by  immeniDn  m  weak 

that  of  cancerous  matter  being  formed  in  muriatic  add.     No  amorphous  earthy  de- 

the  blood  and  eliminated  at  the  spots  at  posit  e-xisted  around  or  among  the  scales, 

which  the  tumors  become  manifest.   It  there-  which  were  opaque,  of  a  light  brown  colour, 

fore  furnishes  an  important  argument  in  with  a  dear    and    large   central  nodeiis. 

&TOur  of  operation,  though  other  practical  Having  added  some  observations    on    the 

considerations  require   to  be  attended  to  microscopic  appearances  of  other  encysted 

before  operation  is  dedded  on.  tumors,  the  author  conduded  by  noticing 

3rd.  That  to  have  a  complete  view  of  the  shortly  the  difference  between  the  origin  (^ 

mode  of  production  of  these  structures,  we  proper  ossific  growths  and  that  of  the  tumor 

must  combine  the  cell  theory  of  Schwann  described  by  him.    Accompanying  the  paper 

and  Miiller,  the  coagulation  prindple  which  was  a  drawing  which  exhibited  the  epithe* 

the  author  had  previously  suggested,  and  the  lium  scales  of  which  the  tumor  consisted, 

process  of  organization  investigated  by  Mr.  vnth  the  granular  earthy  material  disscmU 

ICieman  —  three  stages     of    development  nated  through  them, 
which  appear  to  occur  in  the  order  just 

enumerated ;   and  that  none  of  the  pheno-  0»  the  Varieties,  Causea,  Pathology,  and 

mena,  taken  singly,  is  an  adequate  test  of  Treatment,  qf  the  Inflammatory  Affec^ 

malignancy,  which,   as  stated  in  his  first  '»o»w  ©/  '^«  B^tina,     By  Edward  Oc- 

paper,  must  be  regarded  as  the  sum  of  tavius  Hocken,  M.D. 

several  characters.  After  some  general  remarks  on  the  fre- 

4th.  That  chemical  analysis,  though  ex-  quency  of  retinitis  occurring  as  a  secondary 

tremdy  important  and  interostiDg,  affords  affection  consequent  on  other  diseased  con- 

an  imperfect  and   inadequate  criterion,  as  ditions  of  the  eye,  the  author  drew  atten> 

the  prindples  concerned  may  vary  or    be  tion    to    three   tables,  which    shewed   the 

changed  in  the  progress  of  development.  relative  numbers  of  cases  of  idiopathic  in- 

5th.  That,  in  operatmg  for  the  removal  of  flammation  of  the  retina,  met  wiUi  in  three 

a  tumor  of  thia  class,  it  is  extremdy  impor-  large  Eye  Infirmaries  during  several  years, 

tant  to  leave  behind  none  of  those  minute  According  to  the  records  of  the  West  of 

cysts  which  often  form  g^ranules  in  the  sur-  England  Eye  Infirmary,  there  were  20  cases 

rounding  cellular  membrane,  though  it  may  of  retinitis  in  3,926  patienta  admitted  for 

appear  in  other  respects  perfectly  healthy,  various    ophthalmic    diseases    during    four 

TUs  appears  to  be  a  mode  of  extension  of  years.     Of  these,  G  were  acute,  9  chronic, 

the  disease  independent  of  inflammation.  and  5  not  spedfied.    Combining  vrith  these 

.  6th.  That  experience  teaches  us  that  the  the  results  of  the  Glasgow  Eye  Infirmary, 

infiltrated  form  of  these  diseases  occurs  in  and  the  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital  tablM^ 

the  structures  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  the  author  found  that  acute  retinitis  only 

purdy  adventitious    growth,    when    these  occurred  once  in  every  1 755  cases  of  other 

structures  have  been  the  seat  of  inflamma-  diseases  of  the  eye ;  and  this  corresponded 

tion,  and  that  the  chances  of  success  from  vrith  his  own  experience :    that  the  propor- 

operation  are  consequently  infinitely  dimi-  tion  of  sub-acute  cases  was  1  in  every  500  ; 

nished  when  such  surrounding  inflammation  and  that  of  chronic  cases  1  in  330.     He 

has  taken  place.   The  presence  of  the  pecu-  then  proceeded,  in  accordance  with  the  title 

liar  matter  of  the  disnse  in  the  interior  of  of  his  paper,  to  make  observations  on  the 

Teasels  appears  to  be  one  of  the  modes  in  pathology  and   treatment  of   the  different 

which  infiltration,  the  result  of  inflammation,  forms  of  retinitis,  and  illustrated  his  views 

exhibits  itself,  and  is,  therefore,  not  a  valid  vrith  the  details  of  some  cases, 
argument  in  favour  of  the  pre-existence  of 

such  matter  in  the  circulating  blood.  ^  '**  Presence  pf  Spermatozoa  in  the 

fluid  qf  Common  Hydrocele,     By  E.  A. 

On  the  Nature  qf  the  Ouiflcation  qf  En-  Lloyd,   Esq.   Assistant-Surgeon  to   St. 

eyeted  Tumore,     By  John  Daletmplb^  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  Surgeon  to 

Esq.   Assistant-Surgeon  to  the  London  Christ's   HospitaL     [In  a  letter  to  the 

Ophthalmic  Hospital.  Prendent] 

The  author  removed  from  the  upper  eye-  The  object  of  the  author  was  to  announce 

lid  of  a  palsent  an  encysted  tumor,  about  the  fact,  that  in  two  cases  of   common 

the  size  of  a  pea,  which  was  found  to  consist  hydrocde,  in  which  he  examined  the  fluid 

of  concentric  layers  of  hard  earthy  material,  vrithdravm  by  tapping,  by  the  microscope, 

Upon  examining  the  structure  by  the  micro-  be  found  numerous  spermatozoa.    The  first 

Boope,  he  found  that  the  layers  were  com-  case  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  last  winter, 

posed  of  epithelium  scales  dosdy  aggluti-  Subsequently  to  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few 

nated  together ;    but  instead  of  the  usual  vreeks,  he  examined  the  fluid  in  four  other 

transparent  and  thin  lamina,  vrith  its  central  oases,  but  vrithout  finding  any  animalcules 

Audens,  they  were  thickened  and  hard,  and  in  them.  Three  months  ago,  the  second  case 
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occurred.    The  patient  wai  63  yean  of  age,  on  both  hands  and  on  the  feet.    At  this 

and  had  been  operated  on  prefioaslj  for  time  she  felt  so  ill  that  she  kept  her  bed ; 

hydrocele,  abont    fifteen  times.      Sixteen  her  throat  was  sore,  and  she  had  a  congh  ; 

ounces  of  a  greenish  yeUow  flidd,  so  albu-  the  eyes  and  nose  were  also  sore,  and  dis- 

minous  as  to  be  quite  adhesiTe,  were  drawn  charged  a  thin  fluid  ;   she  fainted  once  or 

off.     The  author  counted  forty  of   these  twice,  and  was  Tery  feverish.     On  th^  I4th, 

microscopicalbeings  in  one  drop  of  this  fluid,  the  eruption  appeared  on  the  knees  and 

Some  of  the  animalcules  were  obsenred  to  elbows,  and  then  on  the  thighs :    on  the 

retain  their  power  of  motion  for  three  hours  15th,  on  the  abdomen,  and  she  belieres  also 

after  the  fluid  had  been  withdrawn.     Blood-  on  the  face  at  this  time.     She  has  been  very 

globules,     transparent     cysts,     and    small  rick,  and  yomited  repeatedly  almost  from 

granular  bodies,  also  portions  of  epithelium,  the  commencement ;  and  the  soreness  of  the 

or  what  much  resembled  it,  were  likewise  throat,  and  running  of  the  eyes  and  nose, 

found  in  the  fluid.    The  author  concluded  sneezing,  &c.  have  increased.     She  has  had 

by  mentioning  that  since  the  last  case  he  no  medLcal  advice,  nor  has  she  taken  any 

has  examined  the  fluid  of  many  hydroceles,  medicine. 

but  had  not  met  with  spermatoza  in  any  of  The  pre9ent  tymptomt  are  as  foUows  : — 
them.  The  skin  feels  rather  hof  and  dry ;  there  is 
Tlie  next  and  last  meeting  of  the  season  an  abundant  eruption  on  the  foce,  hands, 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  the  27th  inst.  feet,  elbows,  and  knees,  and  some,  also,  on 
_-__ the  chest  and  arms,  but  it  is  most  abundant 

FELLOWES'  CLINICAL  PRIZE  Z'^Jt''^  H'ntT^t  iT^T-^ 

REPORTS.  The  eruption  consists  of  slightly  elevated 

Br  Alfred  J.  Tapson.  papulie,  whidi  are  confluent  hi  those  parts 

w,  ,       .^  «  «      ,w  _i>.  1  ,«.*  where  they  are  most  numerous,  and  the 

University  College  Hoipital.  1842.  ^^^  are  chiefly  semicircular  or  crescentic ; 

[Conthiued  from  p.  SM.]  the  colour  is  dull,  red,  not  at  all  vivid,  and 

_  disappears  on  pressure.    The  fece  is  rather 

swelled ;  the  tongue  is  tremulous  when  pro- 

Case  XII.— AT^Mfcs  m    an    adult:    the  truded,   and  is  covered  with   an   uniform 

characierUiic  eruption  abundant;    co-  dirty-white  fur;   the  throat  feels  sore,  she 

ryza ;  elight  tore-throat  /  bronchUie,  and  ^y^^  ^^  ^y^^  mucous  membrane  of  the  fences, 

a  copioua  peculiar  expectoration,  much  ^^^i^^  and  back  part  of  the  pharynx,  is 

like  that  qf  phthieie,  S(c.     Treated  by  ^j^her  redder  than  natural,  but  not  much 

mercury,  ealine  drauyhte,  taHar  emettc,  g^ollen.     She  is  very  thirsty ;  has  headache 

fyc.  and  running  from  the  nose  and  eves;  the 

Susan  Henrt,  set.  29,  admitted  May  16,  conjunctivie  are  not  inflamed,  and  the  pulse 

1842,   under   Dr.   Taylor.      Conformation  is  108,  moderate  in  volume  and  force;   the 

moderate ;  black  hair,  and  rather  dark  com-  breathing  is  very  quick  (54  respirations  in  a 

plexion.     Has  been  married  twice,  and  had  minute),  but  probably  is  quickened  by  tem- 

two  children,  and  is  now  in  the  fourth  month  porary  excitement.      She    ha^    a    hacking 

of  pregnancy.    Her  habits  have  been  regu-  cough,  which  troubles  her  very  much  during 

lar.     During  the  last  few  months  she  has  the  night,  and  is  attended  with  a  good  deid 

not  been  able  to  get  sufllcient  food.     lives  of  thick,    frothy,    mucous    expectoration, 

in  Sussex  Street,  in  a  dry,  but  confined,  similar  to  that  of  acute  bronchitis.      The 

situation.     Her  mother  died  seven  years  ago  bowels  are  rather  relaxed,  being  open  three 

of  consumption ;   her  fether  is  living  and  or  four  times  a  day,  and  the  evacuations 

wen.  watery;  she  has  had  slight  pain  in  the  bowels 

She  has  been  subject  to  a  cough  in  the  at  times,  and  there  is  some  tenderness  on 

winter,  and  slight  exjiectoration,  for  the  last  pressure,  limited  to  the  right  iliac  region. 

six   years ;    also  has  occasionally  suffered  The  urine  is  rather  scanty,  natural  in  colour, 

from  mild  attacks  of  rheumatism,  and  has  add  reaction,  and  contains  a  flocculent  de- 

nsually  had  an  attack  of  colic  about  twice  a  posit  of  the  phosphates  ;  it  is  not  albn- 

year  for  five  years.     Has  never  had  measles,  minous. 

and  is  not  aware  that  she  has  been  exposed        Phyeical   eigne, — ^There   is    no    morbid 

to  it  now ;  has  not  seen  any  one  witii  it.  sound  heaid  with  the  respiration  ;  the  vesi- 

The  prteent  attack  commenced  on  the  enlar  murmur  is  somewhat  rougher  than 

10th  faist.  with  chills  alternating  with  flnshes  natural,  and  there  is  a  dight  murmur  heard 

of  heat,  pain  in  the  back  and  in  the  limbs,  with  the  first  sound  of  the  heart  at  the  apex, 
headache,  sickness,  and  vomiting,  feintness,  «  p^^^  Hydrarg.  c.  Creta.  gr.  v.,  ter 
and  general  weaknen.    On  the  12th,  these  gnmend.    Low  diet.    To  be  kept  cool 

symptoms  had  increased,  and  she  noticed  a  ^^  quiet. 

few  red  spots  on  the  back  of  the  right  hand.  ^      '  ,    .   j    .       *i. 

On  the  13tb,  thero  were  mQrv  of  the  spots        May  17tii.— Has  not  slept  dunng  tfat 
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night ;  the  sidn  stiU  feels  hot  (It  b  104o  p,  Cont.  Med. 

in  the  bend  of  the  elbow),  and  she  complains  Milk,  half  a  pint  daily. 

of  itching  very  mnch.    lie  eruption  U  in-        iga, —Slept   much  better;   brathing 

"TT^Ah^"  "i"*  ""^  ^^:  ••"'  ?  "•"*■  easier ;  the  nA  nearly  gone  from  the  whole 

whatfaded  on  the  face,  hands,  Md  arms  j  ^    ;  ^^^  ^     „d  back.    The  pun. 

the  redness  here  is  of  a  more  purphsh  Unge,  f^'^„  ^i„  „*d  the  teeth  rather  loo«>; 

^  ZTa^^  't?*  *'™^°''"  r  "^  tongue  pale  j  puh«  82,  not  so  foU  a.  it  wm  , 

are  stiU  dutinct.    The  running  at  the  eyes  .he  feeUrathe?  weaker?. 

and  nose  is  not  diminished,  but  the  eyes  are  .  

suffused  and  too  sensitiye  of  the  light ;  head-  Omittantur  pulvercs. 
ache  and  soreness  of  the  throat  less,  fireath-  20th. — ^The  rash  quite  gone,  except  from 
ing  much  less  rapid,  onlj  28  respirations  in  the  lower  part  of  the  back;  no  soreness  of 
a  minute;  she,  however,  feels  more  oppressed,  the  throat,  and  the  cough  has  been  very 
The  respiratory  murmur  is  too  rough,  and  troublesome  during  the  night ;  the  expecto- 
there  is  a  little  sonorous  rhonchus ;  the  ration  rather  less  in  quantity,  but  the  ap- 
pough  is  troublesome  ;  the  expectoration  pearance  is  much  the  same  as  on  the  ISUi. 
contains  some  thick  opaque  masses ;  pulse  The  respiratory  murmur  is  rough  both  an- 
il 2,  full,  and  rather  firm.  The  lips  are  dry  teriorly  and  posteriorly;  not  otherwise 
and  cracked ;  the  tongue  congested  and  morbid ;  the  sound  on  percussion  is  the  same 
indented  at  the  edges ;  the  papiDse  much  on  both  sides — tolerably  clear ;  pulse  80 ; 
enlarged ;  the  fur  on  it  is  rather  brownish  bowels  open  ;  urine  neutral  in  reaction,  not 
along    the    middle  ;    thirst    considerable.  albiOninous. 

Bowels  open  seven  or  eight  times   since         «    a„..       p.^..u  t.,+    »..    X    ut;^ 

yesterday,  and  the  abdomen  feels  tender  on         9-  Antim.   Potassio  Tart.   gr.J-.   Mist. 

pres8ure;UpeciaUyinthehypogastricregion;  Camph.  f^iss.  f.  haust.  6tis  bons  .am. 

the  urine  rattier  scanty  and  dark  colonred,        Slat.— The  cough,  she  says,  is  harder  and 

and  oontains  a  cloud  of  mucus.  ooore  frequent,  and  the  expectoration  less ; 

|l,AddiTartarici.3ij.;  Sod«  Sesquicarb.  J*"*  ^,  been  considerable  running  from 

3ij. :  Aqa»,  f3T^j.  M.  f.  MUt.  j  Sum.  *?  °?~  during  the  night,  and  «»»  !»"  P«r- 

Sihl  teU  magSu  2da.  Tel.  3tia  ,q.  »pired  very  much  ;  has  no  pam  m  the  ch.»ti 

.     *  ^  ^^  tongue  covered  with  a  white  rar ;  pulse  78, 

soft,   but  moderately  full.    The  medicine 

18th. — Did  not  sleep  well,  in  consequence  griped  and  purged  her  two  or  three  timea, 

of  her  breathing  being  oppressed,  but  now  and  also  made  her  vomit  three  times, 
feds  much  easier.     'Die  skin  is  warm  and        23d. — ^The  eruption  is  completely  gone, 

rather  moist ;  the  eruption  is  almost  gone  and  there  is  a  slight  exfoliation  of  the  cuticle 

from  the  hands,  arms,  and  face,  and  also  is  over  the  arms  and  face,  but  it  does  not 

faded  somewhat  on  the  chest,  but  is  pretty  appear  to  be  general  over  the  body.    ITm 

red  on  the  lower  parts  of  the  body  and  the  cough  is  not  at  all  better ;  the  expectoration 

legs ;  very  little  itching  to-day ;  no  coryza  is  about  the  same  in  quantity  and  in  ap. 

or    sneezing.    The   cough    is    rather    less  pearance;  the  fluid  part  of  it  is  almost  trana« 

troublesome,  and  the  expectoration  freer  and  parent,  like  mucus ;  the  respiratory  munnnr 

more  abundant ;  it  is  a  mixture  of  mucus  la  still  rough,   and  is  accompanied  with  a 

and  of  opaque  separate  masses  of  a  yellowish  sonorous  rhonchus.    Hie  medicine  has  not 

green  colour ;  it  is  of  a  loose  character,  and  made  her  sick  since  the  2l8t. 
altogether  very  like  the  expectoration  of  Emplast.  Canth.  pectori  applic. 

phthisis.    When  first  expectorated  it  is  of  a        p,  Antim.  Potassio  Tart,  gr,  J ;   Tinct. 
pale  yellowish  white  colour,  homogeneous,  Camph.    Co.  n^xx. ;    MUt.   Camph. 

and  almost  gelatinous  in  consistence,  but  ^.  ft.  haust.  4U.  qq.  horft  sum. 

after  standing  a  little  while  it  separates  into  Milk,  a  pint  daily 

l,^^  °Sr'^  *™J-'^lwT'lv'^  I^        25th.-The  blUter  relieved  the  chest  and 

masses  above  mentioned,  which  smk  to  the  ^^  .    ^^„  •  j^^^w .  fu^—  :-  -*-ii         ^^a 

bottom  of  the  vessel.    The  gums  are  a  little  J^f  ^  '^'^^}7 '  ^'?  ■"■  '"'    ^  8"^ 

tendertothetouch.    Has nfpain anywhere,  d«a  of  «p«torat.on,  and  it  is  mued  wiU. 

but  there  is  some  tenderness  on  pressure  in  ^"'"'y  ™  *™*' 

the  epigastric  and  umbilical  regions,  and  Bread,  a  pound  daily. 

during  Uie  night  she  had  sevo^  sharp  pains        27th. — The  breathing  is  more  free  and 

in  the  abdomen,  which  were  relieved  by  cough  less  troublesome;  she  still  expecto-* 

vomiting  ;     pulse    96,     moderately    full  ;  rates  the  same  mixed  kind  of  matter,  and  to- 

bowels  open  ;  urine  increased  in  quantity,  day  it  is  slightly  tinged  with  florid  blood ; 

reaction  acid,  sp.  grav.  1027  ;  it  contains  a  the  respiratory  murmur  is  less  rough,  and  no 

copiouB  pale  brown  sediment  of  the  phos-  sonorous  rhonchus  can  be  heard. 

phiites,  and  when  heated  and  nitric  acid        30th. — Cough  is  now  quite  gone;    she 

added,,  a  flaky  precipitate  of  albumen  is  pro-  feels  rather  weak,  but  in  every  otlier  respect 

duced.  is  quite  well.    ' 
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.  Duchaii^  cured.  2d.  The  expectoration  presented  a  rerf 
Remaeks. — ^The  above  aeoomit  of  the  remarkable  appearance  :  at  first  it  was  little 
mode  of  attack,  and  of  the  symptoms  on  elsethan8implefTOthymncns,asinbronchitis, 
the  patient's  admission,  readilj  leads  to  a  but  it  very  soon  acquired  the  peculiar  ap- 
correct  diagnosis  as  to  •  the  nature  of  the  pearance  described  in  the  report  of  the  18th 
disease.  It  commenced  on  the  lOth  in-  inst.,  at  which  time  it  bore  so  striking  a  re- 
stant,  with  the  usual  sjrmptoms  of  ferer,  semblance  to  the  expectoration  of  phthisis, 
which  were  followed  on  the  12th  by  the  ap-  that  in  itself  it  would  create  in  most  persons' 
pearance  of  an  eruption,  coming  out  sue*  mind  a  yery  strong  suspicion  of  the  existence 
cesftively  on  the  hands,  feet,  arms,  legs,  of  that  disssse.  Dr.  Taylor,  however,  stated 
abdomen,  feoe,  back,  &c.,  and  continuing  to  at  the  time  in  the  wisrd,  and  also  sub- 
come  out  on  the  back  till  the  17th,  at  which  sequently  in  his  dinical  lecture  on  the  case, 
time  it  was  commencing  to  fede  on  the  parts  that  Chomel  had  noticed  Uus  resemblance 
where  it  had  appeared  first.  By  the  21st  it  between  the  expectoration  of  measles  in 
had  disappeared  entirely  from  the  whole  adults  and  that  of  phthisis,  and  said  they 
body ;  so  that  it  lasted  in  each  part  about  could  only  be  distmguished  by  the  fluid 
four  or  five  days,  and  terminated  in  partial  portion  being  of  a  whitish  colour  in  measles, 
desqoamation  of  the  cuticle  on  the  arms  and  and  not  in  phthisis  :  in  this  case,  though  the 
face.  expectoration  had  at  first  a  decidedly  whitish 
It  was  clearly,  therefore,  an  eruptive  fe-  colour,  vet  the  fluid  portion  which  separated 
Tcr.;  and  the  only  doubt  that  could  exist  on  standing  was  not  white  (vide  report).  We 
was,  whether  it  was  rubeola  or  scarlatina,  presume  that  Chomel  in  this  above  statement 
The  eruption  sppeared  on  the  third  day  of  does  not  include  the  microscopical  characters, 
the  fever;  but  this  would  not  help  in  the  for  these,  snrdyy  must  be  different  in  the  two 
diagnosis  between  these  two  diseases,  as  it  cases. 

usually  appears  on  the  second  in  scarlatina,  3d.  Tlie  urine  underwent  several  changes 

and  fourth  in  rubeola.     Again,  there  was  at  different  periods  of  the  disease ;  it  oon- 

some  soreness  of  the  throat,  but  it  was  in-  tained  a  good  deal  of  mucus  on  several  oc- 

considerable  in  amount,  and  was  conjoined  caskms :    in  the  earlier  part  of  the  disease 

with  a  catarrhal  affection  of  the  mucous  mem-  ther^  was  an  excess  of  the  phosphates,  and 

brane  of  the  eyes,  nose,  and  bronchi,  which  shortly  after  this  a  considerable  excess  of 

almost  always  occurs  in  rubeola,  and  not  often  the  lithates,  and  also  a  small  quantity  of 

in  scarlatina.    But  leaving  these  compara-  albumen.      This  has  been  mentioned  by 

tivcly  unimportant  points,  the  dull  or  purplish  Becquerel  as  a  common  oocurrenoe  in  fbvers 

red  colour  of  the  eruption  appeared  at  first  generally,  and  is  attributed  by  him  to  the 

Fight  quite  characteristic  of  rubeola ;   the  congestive  state  of  the  kidneys  produced  bj 

eruption  was  in  small  slightly  elevated  spots,  the  fever ;  and  in  such  a  case  as  meas^, 

which  manifested  a  great  tendency  to  arrange  where  the  functions  of  the  skin  must  be 

themselves  in  small  crescentic  or  semilunar  materially   interfered  with,  we  can  easily 

patches,  leaving  iht  intermediate  skin  of  the  believe  Uiat  congestion  would  be  likely  to 

natural  colour.  arise  in  these  organs  :  but  at  the  same  time 

There  are  some  points  in  the  case  deserv-  we  are  much  inclined  to  attribute  the  pre- 

ing.  a  rather  particular  notice :  thus — 1st.  sence  of  the  albumen  in  this  case  to  the  in- 

Tbere  was  an  almost  universal  affection  of  fluence  of  the  mercury  on  the  system,  rather 

the  mucous  membranes :  that  of  the  eyes,  than  to  the  fever.  How  mercury  causes  it  we 

nose,  and  bronchial  tubes,  discharged  a  great  do  not  know,  whether  by  its  operation  on 

quantity  of  mucous  secretion ;  that  of  the  the  solids,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  by 

mouth  was  also  probably  affected  in  some  altering  the  constitution  of  the  blood ;  but 

way,  causing  the  tumid  flabby  appearance  of  that  it  does  cause  it  we  have  seen  instances 

the  tongue,  &c. ;  thnt  of  the  alimentary  canal  where  it  was  given  in  rheumatism,  and  in  all 

was  altto  affected,  giving  rise  to  the  diarrhoea  the  albumen  appeared  in  the  urine  just  at  the 

that  existed  almost  from  the  first,  and  most  time  the  influence  of  the  mercury  on  the 

likely  also  to  the  pain  and  tenderness  of  the  system  was  evidenced  by  the  tenderness  of 

abdomen,  and  lastly,  very  probably  a  few  of  the  gums,  and  in  these  cases,  as  here,  the 

the  changes  in  the  urine  were  due  to  some  presence  of   the  albumen    could    not    be 

affection  of  tlie  mucous  lining  of  the  urinary  detected    more    than    one    or    two    days. 

passRges.  Of  these  mucous  membranes,  that  Further,  we  have  not  found  albumen  in  those 

which  lines  the  na^al  passages,  &c.  is  es-  cases  of  rheumatism  where  mercury  has  not 

I  eciitlly  apt  to  be  affected  in  the  early  stages  been  given,  so  that  we  can  hardly  ascribe  it 

of  the  disease ;  whereas  the  bronchial  and  to  the  rheumatism  itself, 

alimentary    mucous  membranes   are  more  The  cause  of  the  disease  was,  no  doubt, 

likely  to  be  affected  at  the  decline  of  tlte  contsgion,  though  the  patient  believed  she 

eruption,  at  which  time  inflammatory  com-  had  not  been  exposed  to  it  in  any  way  ;  and 

plications  arc  most  common.  she  was  predisposed  to  any  oontagknis  dis- 
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eiie  in  conseqnence  of  being  in  a  weak  state 
from  poor  living ;  and  besides,  she  had  never 
had  the  measles,  which,  in  itself,  is  almost  a 
predisposing  cause,  considering  how  few, 
comparatively,  escape  measles  altogether. 

The  treatment  of  measles  is  generally  very 
simple,  but  little  being  required  beyond 
watching  for  any  complicationa  that  may 
arise,  so  as  to  be  able  to  attack  them  at 
their  very  onset.  This  patient  was  given 
small  doses  of  the  Polv.  Hydrarg.  c.  Cretii 
so  as  slightly  to  affect  the  gnms ;  she  was 
also  ordered  low  diet,  and  to  be  kept  qniet 
and  cool,  and  some  saline  draughts.  Under 
this  treatment  the  fever  and  eruption  passed 
off  in  about  the  usual  time  without  any 
serious  complication  having  arisen.  There 
was  a  tendency  to  bronchitis  from  the  first, 
and  it  increased  after  the  decline  of  the 
eruption,  but  was  soon  removed  by  a  blister 
and  antimonial  draughts,  and  the  cough  and 
expectoration  had  quite  ceased  before  she 
left  the  hospital. 

HOW  TO  MAKE  LEECHES  BITE. 

Thk  leech  which  it  is  intended  to  apply  is 
to  be  thrown  into  a  saucer  containing  fresh 
beer,  and  is  to  be  left  there  till  it  b^ins  to 
be  quite  lively.  When  it  has  moved  about 
in  the  vessel  f^  a  few  moments,  it  i8*to  be 
quickly  taken  out  and  applied.  This  me- 
thod will  rarely  disappoint  expectation,  and 
even  dull  leeches,  and  those  which  have  been 
used  not  long  before,  will  do  their  duty.  It 
will  be  seen  with  astonishment  how  quickly 
they  bite.  —  Weitenweber*8  Beitr.,  and 
Sekmidt'9  Jahrb, 

CAT'S  MINT. 

The  Nepeia  cataria  of  Linneus  is  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Guastamacchia  as  a  sove- 
reign remedy  for  tooth -ache,  whether  it 
proceeds  from  catching  cold,  or  from  caries. 
Tlie  leaves  of  the  plant  are  placed  between 
the  affected  tooth  and  the  opposite  one ;  this 
causes  a  copious  flow  of  saliva,  and  in  two 
or  three  minutes  the  most  violent  pains  are 
relieved.  If  the  patients  cannot  keep  the 
leaves  in  contact  with  the  diseased  tooth, 
they  must  chew  them,  and  the  object  is 
equally  attained  hy  the  flow  of  saliva  thus 
exdtad. — FiUatrt  Sebtzio,  and  Sekmidft 
Jmkrh, 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

UVr  OF  GKNTIAMKN  WHO  HATB  RKCBITXD 
CS&TIFICATBB. 

TkHindgy,  June  15,  1843. 

T.  Hawksley.— H.  Chambers,  Donington,  Lin- 
eolttshiie.  —  jr.  Wade,  London.— W.  Clayton, 
HulL— B.  Lawifbrd,  Lrirhton  Bossard.— H.  HUl, 
Worcester.— F.  Forwooa,  London.— B.  E.  Lntley, 
WiyeUsewnbe,  Somersetshire,— J.  Beedeil,  H- 
ftrtofit  Dsvoos^ire, 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  -SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  GEMTLEMBN  ADMITTKD  lOBMBBRS. 

Friday,  June  16,  1843. 

J.  B.  lAngley.— E.  Bullock.— J.  Hooper.— P. 
M*Intyre. -H.  Nathan.-S.  M.  MarshalL— G. 
Koyde.— T.  L.  Henley.— J.  Warwick — J.  Duke. 
—A.  Kldd. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  June  10,  1843. 

Small  Pox 10 

Measles fli 

Scarlatina  as 

Hooping  Cough 56 

Croup  4 

Thrash    s 

Diarrhcea    4 

Dysentery  i 

Cholera    o 

Inflaenxa i 

Apie 1 

Typhus    48 

Erysipelas T 7 

Syphilis  9 

Hydrophobia o 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  ISO 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels .... 
Diseases   of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  otbw 

Orf^ns  of  Digestion    •? 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  Ite 9 

Childbed a 

Ovarian  Dropsy  l 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c S 

Rheumatism s 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 8 

Carbuncle O 

Ulcer    0 

Fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c O 

Old  Aireor  NaturalDecay 58 

Dropsy,    Cancer,   and  other   Diseases    ot 

Uncertain  Seat 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lotempe* 

ranee   17 

Causes  not  specified  S 

Deaths  firom  all  Causes M8 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kepi  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51®  37'  32"M 
Longitude  (P  3'  51"  W,  of  Greenwich. 

/«Ntfl84S.       THBaMOMBTBa.     BAUOMrrKB. 


Wednesday  14 

from  53  to  64 

S9«tO  90-85 

Thursday  .  15 

65 

60 

20*94 

99-93 

niday.  .  .  16 

48 

69 

20*90 

Stat. 

Saturday  .  17 

46 

72 

20-96 

29-95 

Sunday  .  .  18 

50 

73 

29*90 

29*83 

Monday  .  .  19 

50 

58 

29*89 

29*80 

Tuesday    .  90 

49 

55 

30*00 

30*10 

Wind,  N.  and  N.E.    Cloudy  with  flreqnent 
showers  till  the  15th ;  since  generally  fine. 
Rain  fidlen,  9  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Hbnrt  Adams. 

NOTICE. 

We  regret  that  we  cannot  make  room  for 
the  communication  of  Mr.  B. 

Wilson  Ic  Ooilvt,  579  Skinner  Street,  London. 


THE 

LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 


BEING   A 

WiEEKLY  JOURIF^AL 

ov 


iMtliicme  anli  tl)e  Collateral  §!>tm\ttii. 


FRIDAY,  JUNE  30,  1843. 


LECTURES  become  more  and  more  feeble,  and  at  last 

entirely  cease,  if  the  compression  is  great 

ON  THB  and  long  continued.    The  drcnlation  of  the 

THEORY    AND    PRACTICE    OF  fetal  blood  through  the  placenta  is  inter- 

^  rupted — the  necessary  changes  in  it  are  not 

MIDWIFERY,  effected  by   the  maternal  blood— and  the 

Delivered  in  the  Theatre  of  St,  George's  consequence  is  the  death  of  the  child  before 

Hoipitat,  1^  expulsion,  by  a  process  similar  in  all 

refipectf  to  asphyxia  after  birth.     In  the 
By  Robest  Lee,  M.D.  F.R.S.  operation  of  turning,  the  child  is  not  nnfre- 
qucntly  destroyed  by  unavoidable  compres- 
sion of  the  cord  with  the  hand,  when  it  ha9 
Lecture  XXXII.  not  escaped  from  the  uterus,  and  been  exposed 
On  Pm«i«i«o«  o/tbe  Umbilici  Cord,  to  the  cold  air ,   and  the  «ame  cK:«uriot«dly 

and  Labour,  uHthttoo  or  more  Children.  «^''«?  P'"f  '"  *«  Tw'J^"^      ♦k''^!!^ 

of  the  nates  or  head  mterrupting  the  circu- 

The  umbilical  cord  may  present  along  with  Ution  in  its  vessels.     It  is  generally  believed 

the  head,  nates,  or  extremities  of  the  child,  that  the  child  is  exposed  to  much  greater 

Dr.  Saxtorph  has  collected  together,  fit>m  danger  when  the  cord  descends  in  the  anterior 

various  authors,  292  cases  of  prolapsus  of  than  in  the  posterior  part  of  the  pelvis, 

the  cord,  in  212  of  which  the  head  pre-  Some  children  appear  to  perish  much  more 

sented  ;  in  41,  the  head  and  extremities ;  in  quickly  than  others,  from  prolapsus  of  the 

5,  the  nates ;  in  20,  the  feet ;  and  in  12,  the  funis.     In  the  last  case  of  this  kind  which 

arm  or  shoulder.     Of  116,277  labours,  the  has  come  under  my  observation,  the  mem- 

funis  presented  480  times,  being  about  1  in  branes  were  ruptured,  and  a  great  part  of  the 

242.     Dr.  Churchill  states,  from  nearly  the  liquor  amnii  discharged  at  the  commence- 

same  sources,  that  pn^apsus  of  the  ooitl,  in  ment  of  the  labour,  and  a  long  coil  of  the 

Britain,  occurred  226  times  in  47,377  cases,  cord    immediately    after    passed    into    the 

or  about  1  in  209| :  in  France,  82  times  in  vagina ;  but  though  the  labour  continued  for 

36,621  cases,  or  about  1  in  446}  t    in  6er-  eight  or  ten  hours,  and  the  vessels   must 

many,  93  times  in  14,514  cases,  or  about  1  have  been  subjected  to  great  pressure  from 

in  156.     Putting  the  whole  of  these  together,  the  head  in  the  pelvis,  yet  the  child  was  bom 

we  have  98,512  cases  of  labour,  and  401  alive  by  the  natursl  efforts.      It   seemed 

examples  of  prolapsed  cord,  or  about  1  in  more  advisable  to  trust  to  these,  than  to  any, 

245^.     Of  .365  of  these  cases,  220  children  of  the  means  hereafter  described.     If  the 

were  boni  dead,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  circulation  in  the  cord  be  arrested  for  a  few 

explaining  the  cause  of  this  great  mortality,  seconds  only  in  some  children,  they  cannot 

The  cord  is  sometimes  felt  through    the  be  made  to  breathe  after  birth,  while  in 

membranes,  pulsating  in  the  progress  of  the  others,   even  when  the  blood  has  almost 

first  stage  of  labour,  but  when  they  burst,  entirely  for  some  time  ceased  to  flow  tiirough 

and  tlie  liquor  amnii  flows  out,  a  portion  of  the  vessels — at  least,  has  been  so  feeble  that 

the  cord  passes  through  the  os  uteri  into  the  it  could  scarcely  be  felt — respiration  has 

vagina,  or  out  of  the  external  parts,  and  is  been    established   readily  on    exposure   to 

exposed  to  more  or  lest  pressure  from  the  the  air. 

head  of  the  child  as  the  labour  advances.  Prolspsut  of  tlie  cord  has  been  observed. 

Hie  vessels  of  tlie  cord  oontioQe  to  beat  for  like  otber   preternatural  presentations,  to 

some  time,  but  their  pulsations  gradually  occur  repeatedly  in  the  same  persons  in 

813.— XXXII.  *!  X 
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Buccesmye  pi^egnancies,  and  where  no  satis-  Mackenzie  infcrmed  Dr.  Demnan  of  another 
factory  caase  coald  be  assigned  for  the  method  which  he  had  tried.  "  Instead  of 
occurrence.  Sadden  rapture  of  the  mem-  attempting  to  replace  the  descended  fanis  in 
branes,  and  escape  of  a  great  qaantky  of  the  common  way,  he  brought  down  as  much 
liquor  amnii ;  unusual  length  of  the  cord ;  more  of  it  as  would  come  with  eaaerand  then 
attachment  of  the  placenta  to  the  inferior  enclosed  the  whole  mass  in  a  small  bi^  mode 
part  of  the  uterus,  and  the  cord  terminathig  of  soft  leather,  gently  drawn  together  wiCii  • 
in  its  lower  margin;  irregular  shape,  or  string,  like  the  mouth  of  a  purse.  The 
irregular  action  of  tbe  uterus ;  unfavourable  whole  of  the  descended  funis,  en^oeed  in  tlno 
position  of  the  trunk  and  extremities  of  the  way,  was  conveniently  returned,  and  re- 
child  ;  the  death  of  the  child  and  distortion  mained  beyond  the  head  of  the  child 4ili  tfaio 
of  the  pelvis,  have  aU  been  considered  eauses  was  expelled ;  and  the  bag;  containhig  t^ 
of  presentation  of  the  umbilical  cord,  and  funm  having  escaped  compression,  the  child 
probably  may,  in  certain  cases,  assist  in  was  born  living.''  But  he  very  ingenonaly 
producing  the  accident.  told  me,  that  he  had  afterwards  made  ae^eial 

I   regret  being  obliged  unreservedly  to  other  trials  in  the  same  Banner  without  aoc- 

acknowledge  that  no  generally  successful  plan  cess.     Dr.  Denman  does  not,  however,  state 

of  treatment  has  yet  been   discovered  for  whether  a  pitchfork,  or  the  fingers,  or  what 

prolapsus  of  the  cord.     If  it  does  not  pulsate,  other  means,  were  employed  on  these  occa- 

the  child  is  dead,  and  the  case  should  be  sions  to  push  up  into  the  uterus  the  piece  of 

treated  as  if  tbe  cord  had  not  descended  before  cord  tied  in  the  soft  leather  bag.     "Many 

the  child :  the  condition  of  the  mother  alone  years  ago,"  says  Dr.  Denman,  **  Mr.  Craft 

is  then  to  be  considered.  also  inflmrroed  me  of  a  metiiod  which  he  had 

If  a  shoulder  or  arm  presentation  is  com-  successfully  used  in  tiiese  cases.    When  he 
plicated   with  prolapsus   of  the  cord,   the  had  in  vain  attempted  to  replace  the  funio 
operation  of  turning  should  be  performed  as  in  the  common  way,  he  carried  up  the  de- 
soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  will  scended  part  beyond  the  head  till  he  met 
permit,  and  compression  of  the  cord  be  avoided  with  the  Umb  of  the  child — suppose  the  leg 
as  mudi  as  possible.     Should  the  cord  pass  of  arm.     On  thia  he  suspended  the  funis^ 
down  before  the  nates  or  lower  extremities,  and  then  withdrawing  his  band,  suffered  tho 
the  rules  which  have  been  already  pointed  labour  to  proceed  in  the  natural  way."     Mr. 
out  for  the  treatment  of  cases  referred  to  this  Croft  met  with  other  cases  in  which  he  had 
order  of   preternatural  labours  should  be  been  equally  successful  in  suspending  tho 
strictly  observed,  and  the  condition  of  the  funis  over  the  Ifmbs  of  the  child.     "  There 
umbilical  arteries  closely  watched.     If  we  may  be  much  of  accident  ia  the  success  of 
could   by  any  means  contrive  to  effect   a  these  different  methods,"  observes  Dr.  Den- 
reduction  of  tbe  portion  of  prolapsed  cord,  man,  who  had  sagacity  enough  to  know  their 
or  push  it  back  into  the  uterus  above  the  real  value,  **  but  I  should  believe,  whenever 
head,  and  retain  it  there  till  the  head  had  it  may  have  been  thought  necessary  to  intro-« 
t>assed  through  the  os  uteri,  or  completely  duce  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  that  it  would 
distended  it,  or  if  we  could  by  any  means  be  found  more  expedient  to  complete  the 
hasten  the  delivery,  the  danger  to  which  the  business  by  turning  the  child  and  delivering 
child  is  exposed  would  evidently  be  averted,  by  the  feet."     <*  Dr.  Davis  recommends  an 
The  whole  hand  must  be  introduced  into  the  instrument,"  says  Dr.  Merriman,  **  consist- 
Tagina,  and  not  the  fingers  merely,  if  you  ing  of  a  thin  plate  of  flat  elastic  steel,  gently 
would  succeed  in  reducing  the  cord.     This  curved,  and  fixed  into  a  wooden  handle. 
I  have  found  to  be  the  case  in  actual  practice,  Near  the  point  are  two  or  three  small  aper- 
and  I  am  persuaded  there  is  no  other  method  tures ;   through  these  apertures  it  is  pro^ 
upon  which  any  dependence  can  he  placed,  posed  to  pass,  by  means  of  a  nee«tte,  suffi.. 
"  It  hasbeen  proposed,"  says  Dr.  Merriman,  dently  strong  threads,  and  to  connect  by 
"  to  carry  the  cord  upon  the  points  of  the  these  threads  the  prolapsed  funis  to  the 
fingers,  or  upon  a  forked  piece  of  cane  or  instrument,  and  then  to  remove  the  funU 
whalebone,  through  the  os  uteri  and  above  out  qfthe  way  qfconfimon  by  carrying  the 
the  head  of  the  <£ild,  so  as  to  prevent  the  point  of  the  instrument  above  the  head  of 
funis  being  pressed  upon  as  tbe  head  de-  the  child."     Dr.  Merriman  does  not  inform 
acends  through  the  pdvis.     But  this  expe-  us  of  the  number  of  oases  in  which  Dr.  IX 
dient  has  been  often  found  to  fail,  for  upon  Davis    succeeded    by   this    instrument    m 
withdrawing  the  fingers,  or  the  forked  stick,  removing  the  Junie  out  qf  the  way  qf  con^ 
the  funis  usually  sinks  again  into  the  vagina."  fusion,  but  merely  observes,  that  "any  of 
Dr.  Aitkin  says,  "  that  a  grooved  piece  of  the  foregoing  methods  which  appear  pract 
ivory  tied  on  the  edge  of  uie  point  of  the  ticable  in  particular  oases  may  be  attempted* 
lever,  to  retain  and  carry  the  cord,  returns  it  but  there  is  reason  to  fear  they  will  fire-i 
with   certainty."     But  many  of  Aitkin's  qnently  fail." 
recommendations   are  very  fanciAil.     Dr.        In  1835,  Dr.  Michaelis,  of  Kiel,  published 
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some  Observations,  in  a  German  joumaly  on  ference  at  this,  period,  for  the  cord  is  never 

the  Reposition  of  the  Umbilical  Cord,  and  exposed  to  dangerous  compression  before  the 

recommended  the  hand,  or  an  elastic  catheter  membranes    are    ruptured  and  the  liquor 

with  a  silk  ligature,  to  be  employed  for  thb  amnii  is  discharged.     I  should  have  thought 

purpose.     The  following  is  the  account  of  the  catheter  and  ligature,  and  stilet  with 

Dr.  Michaelis's  method  of  treatment,  con-  wooden  handle,  as  here  recommended  to  be 

tained  in  the  Ist  Vol.  of  the   British  and  employed  in  the   reposition  of   the  cord, 

Foreign  Medical  Review.     **  From  what  has  would  be  the  best  means  you  could  possibly 

been  stated,  reposition  of  the  cord  consists  adopt  for  putting  the  cord  into  **  the  way  of 

in  carrying  it  above  that  circular  portion  of  confusion.       But  not  on*y  is  the  cord  here 

the  uterus  which  is  contracted  over  the  pre-  stated  to  have  been  replaced  by  tbis  awkward 

senting  part.     The  reposition  of  the  cord  contrivance,  and  nine  out  of  eleven  children 

may  be  effected  by  the  hand,  or  by  means  of  saved,  but  in  three  cases  of  arm -presentation 

an  elastic  catheter  and  ligature.      In   re-  the  arm  it  replaced,  and  the  head  brought 

placing  the  cord  by  the  means  of  the  hand  down^  and  in  two  of  these  the  child  was  born 

alone.  Dr.  Michaelis  remarks  that  we  shall  alive. 

effect  this  more  readily  by  merely  insinuating  In    the   Dublin   L;ing-'n    Hospital,  the 

the  hand  between  the  hosid  and  the  uterus,  practice  which  Dr.  Collins  found  of  most 

and  gradually  passing  it  further  round  the  benefit  in  cases  of  presentation  of  the  um- 

liead,  pushing  the  cord  before  it ;    in  this  bilical  cord  was  keeping  it  up  with  great 

manner  we  do  not  require  to  rupture  the  diligence  with  the  fingers,  assisted  often  by 

membranes  where   we  have  felt   the  cord  a  piece  of  sponge.     '*  It  is  quite  impossible, 

before  the  liquor  amnii  has  escaped — a  point  however,''  he  says,  "  in  the  majority  of  cases, 

of  considerable  importance.     The  reposition  to  succeed  in  this  way  in  protecting  the 

by  means  of  the  catheter  is  effected  by  pass-  funis  firom  pressure,  as  it  is  no  sooner  re- 

ing  a  silk  ligature,  doubled,  along  a  stout  turned,    than  we  find  it  forced  down  in 

elastic  catheter  from  12   to   16  inches  in  another  direction.    We  tried  in  a  few  in- 

length,  so  that  the  loop  comes  out  at  the  stances  to  return  the  funis  completely  into 

upper  extremity ;   the  catheter  is  introduced  the  uterus,  by  passing  a  piece  of  Foft  twine 

into  the  vagina,  and  the  ligature  is  passed  through  a  long  gum  elastic  catheter,  so  as  to 

through  the  coil  of  umbilical  cord,  and  again  retain  the  funis  exactly  at  its  extremity,  and 

brought  down  to  the  os  externum.     A  stilet,  when  thus  fixed  a  strong  copper  wire  was 

with  a  wooden  handle,  is  introduced,  and  introduced  into  the  ca&eter  in  order  to 

its  point  passed  out  at  its  upper  orifice,  and  render  it  sufficiently  firm  to  carry  up  the 

the  loop  of  the  ligature  hung  upon  it ;  it  is  oord ;  when  elevated  as  far  as  practicable  by 

then    drawn  back  into  the  catheter,   and  thesemeans,thewire  was  withdrawn,  and  the 

pushed  up  to  the  end.    The  operator  has  catheter  retsdned  in  its  position  during  the 

now  only  to  pull  down  the  ends  of  the  liga-  subsequent  expulsion  of  the  child.    With 

ture,  passing  the  catheter  up  to  the  cord,  this  contrivance  there  was  not  a  sufficient 

which  now  becomes  securely  fixed  to  its  number  of  trials,  as  it  was  but  a  short  time 

extremity.     When  the  reposition  has  been  previous  to  my  retiring  from  the  hospital 

effected,  he    has   merely  to  withdraw  the  that  this  expedient  was  had  recourse  to.'^ 

stilet;  the  cord  is  instanUy  disengaged.     To  "  The  total  number  of  cases  of  prolapsus 

prevent  any  injury,  &c.  the  ligature  should  of  the  umbilical  cord,   met  with  by  Dr. 

be  brought  away  first,  and  then  the  catheter."  Collins,  was  97  ;  of  these,  24  children  were 

'*  Dr.  Michaelis  has  recorded  eleven  cases  bom  alive ;  none  of  the  mothers  sustained 

of  prolapsus  of  the  cord  where  it  has  been  any  injury  in  the  delivery.     12  of  the  97 

returned  by  the  above  means,  in  nine  of  occurred  in  twin  cases;  and  in  7  of  the 

whidi  the  child  was  bom  alive.     In  three  12  it  was  the  cord  of  the  second  child.  Nine 

oases  the  arm  presented  also,  which  was  occurred  where  the  feet  presented  (not  in- 

replaced,  and  the  head  brought  down;  in  eluding  two  met  with  in  twin  children),, 

two  ot  these  the  child  was  bom  alive."  which  was  in  the  proportion  of  one  in  every 

This  is  the  first  time  I  ever  read  or  heard  of  14  of  such  presentations  ;  two  only,  wher» 

the  reposition  of  the  oord  being  attempted  the  breech  presented,  which  was  in  the  pro- 

before  the  rupture  of  the  membranes  and  portion  of  1  in  every  121  of  such  presenta* 

escape  of  the  liquor  amnii.    Nothing  but  tions — ^this  approaches  nearly  the  propor- 

mischief  could  possibly  result  from   *'in-  tional  average  in  all  deliveries,  which  is  one  in 

sinuating  the  hand  between  the  head  and  the  171i ;  four  occurred  where  the  shoulder  or  arm 

uterus,  and  gradually  passing  it  further  round  presented — this  is  in  the  proportion  of  1  in  9 

the  head,  pushing  the  cord  before  it,"  before  of  such  presentations.    Seven  occurred  where 

the  rupture  of  the  membranes.    The  most  the  hand  came  down  with  the  head.     Seven 

important  part  of  the  treatment  in  cases  of  of  the  97  children  were  bora  putrid ;  three 

funis  presentations  is  to  preserve  the  mem-  of  the  97  were  premature  births,  viz.  two  at 

branes  entire  as  long  aa  possible.    Let  me  the  7th,  and  one  at  the  8th  month." 

entreat  you,  therefore,  to  avoid  all  inter-  Wi^ioat  attempting  to  press  up  the  pro* 


484     DR.  R.  LEE  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 

lipsrd  portion  of  cord  above  the  head,  it  has  the  navel-string,  and  there  retain  it,    yoa 

been  recommended  to  place  the  cord  towards  ought  as  soon  as  possible  to  turn  the  duld, 

one  of  the  sacro-iiiac  synchondroses,  with  the  although   it   presents    with  the   head,   and 

view  of  diminiiihing  the  danger  of  compres-  bring  it  by  the  feet,  unless  it  ia  sank  very 

sion.     As  there  is  no  angle  in  the  gravid  low  into  the  vagina,  and  that  a  few  pains 

uterus  corresponding  wirh  either  sacro-iliac  will   protrude  it."     '*  If  the   naTel-ttring 

synchondrosis  in  the  dried  pelvis,  little  good  comes  down"  says  Smellie,  *'  by  the  child's 

would   probably  be  effected   by   any  such  head,  and  the  pulsation  is  felt  in  the  arteries, 

attempt  to  remove  the  funis  out  of  the  way  there  is  a  necessity  for  turning  without  loss 

of  compression.  of  time  ;  for  unless  the  head  advaiiees  fest, 

Where  the  head  has  descended  into  the  pelvis  and  the  delivery  is  quick,  the  circnlatioo  ia 

sufficiently  low  for  the  application  of  the  short  the  vessels  will  be  entirely  obstrncted,  and 

forceps,  and  the  pulsations  of  the  cord  are  the  child  consequently  perish.     If  the  head 

becoming  weak  and  indistinct,  there  can  be  is  low  in  the  pelvis,  the  forceps  may  be  snc- 

no  doubt  about  the  propriety  of  delivering  cessfiilly  used  :  no  doubt,  if  the  iielrif  ia  very 

as  expeditiously  as  possible  with  the  forceps ;  narrow,  or  the  head  too  large,  it  would  be 

the  misfortune  is,  however,  in  the  greater  wrong  to  turn  ;  in  that  case  we  ought  to  try 

hninber  of  cases  of  this  description,  that  the  if  we  can  possibly  raise  the  head  so  as  to 

child   has  been   destroyed  by  the  pressure  reduce    the    funis  above  it,    and  after  that 

Wfore  the  head  is  within  reach  of  the  instru-  let   the  labour  go  on  :     but   if  the  waters 

ment,  and  it  can  seldom  be  applied  till  the  are   all   gone,    and  a  large  portion   of  the 

child  is  dead.     In  two  cases  Dr.  Merriman  funis     falls    down,     it    is    impossible     to 

succeeded  by  means  of  the  forceps  in  bring-  raise  it,  so  as  to  keep  it  up,  even  although 

ing  the  children  alive.  we  could  easily  raise  the  head ;  becauae  as 

The  operation  of  turning  has  been  had  re-  one  part  of  the  funis  is  pushed  up  with  the 

course  to  in  many  cases  of  presentation  of  fingers,  another  part  falls  down  and  evades 

the  umbilical  cord,  and  in  some  instances  the  reduction  :  and  to  raise  it  up  to  the  aide 

with  8uccejis,  the  child's  life  having  been  pre-  and  not  above  the  head,  will  be  to  no  pnr- 

servcd,  and  the  mother  having  escaped  all  pose:  when  a  little  only  jets  down  at  the  side, 

injury.       Guillemeau,    Portal,    Mauriceau,  of  the  head,  our  endeavours  will  be  for  the 

GifTard,    Chapman,   and  Smellie,   and    the  most  part  be  unsuccessful."  In  the  ninth  case, 

most  eminent  practitioners  of  all  countries,  related  at  p.  255,  vol.  3,  the  head  and  funis 

before   the  commencement  of  the  present  presented,  and  the  membranes  were  ruptured: 

century,   delivered  by  turning  the  child  in  he  tried  to  pass  the  cord  above  the  head,  bat 

most  of  these  cases,  and  sometimes  they  did  finding  as  he  pushed  up  the  different  folds  of 

so  when  they  knew  that  the  child  was  dead,  the  funis  they  again  descended,  he  turned, 

and  when  it  would  have  been  better  practice  **  'V^lien  the  head  is  not  uncommonly  large," 

to  have  perforated  the  head  and  extracted  he  observes  upon  this  case,  **  nor  the  pelvia 

it  with  the  crotchet.     In  some  cases  there  narrow,  this  method  of  delivery  seems  moat 

can  be  no  doubt  that  the  child's  life  has  been  advisable  to  save  the  life  of  Uie  child,  for 

saved  by  the  operation  of  turning,  and  that  unless  a  very  small  part  of  the  funis  is  come 

the  mother  has  not  been  injured,  but  in  the  down,  it  seldom  can  be  slipped  up  so  high  aa 

reports  of  the  greater  number  of  such  cases  to  prevent  the  pressure  of  the  head,  and  oh- 

there  is  little  or  nothing  stated  respecting  struction  of  the  circulating  fluids  in   the 

the  mothers'  recovery.     In  33  cases  of  pro-  vessels  of  the  cord." 

lapsus  of  the  funis  recorded  by  Mauriceau,        Where  you  have  reason  to  anticipate  any  dif- 

who  was  more  successful  in  the  treatment  of  Acuity  in  turning,  and  even  in  cases  where  the 

these  cases  than  any  other  practitioner,  he  uterus  is  dilated,  the  membranes  unruptured, 

delivered  by  turning  19  times,  and  all  the  and   the  parts   relaxed,    and    every    thing 

children  were  bom  alive  except  one,   and  tempts  you  to  turn,  you  had  better  abstain 

most  of  the  women  were  uninjured.     Of  21  from  all  interference  in  this  way.     Preserve 

cases  related  by  Giffard,  in  a  great  propor-  the  membranes  entire  as  long  as  possible; 

tion  of  which,  if  not  in  all,  the  operation  of  and  when   the  cord  descends    after   their 

turning  was  performed,  or  his  extractor  em-  rupture,   pass   the   whole    hand    into   the 

gloyed,l7ofthediildrenwerebomdead;  and  vagina,  and  force  it  above  the  head,  and 

ow  many  of  the  women  recovered  it  is  im-  if  thb  fails,  use  the  forceps,  or  then  leave 

possible  to  tell,  as  he  does  not  state.  HadOif-  the  case  to  nature.     If  it  is  a  first  child, 

fhrd's  coses  been  all  left  to  nature,  the  proba-  and  the  os  uteri  ia  rigid  and  only  par- 

bility  is  a  much  greater  number  of  the  children  tially  dilated,  and  the  contractions  are  strong, 

would  have  been  bom  alive,  and  the  women  yon  can    do  no  good   by    attempting   to 

would  have  escaped  the  danger  to  which  they  turn ;  you  will  not  save  the  child,  and  yon 

were  exposed  by  the  operation  of  turning,  may  rupture  the  uterus  when  you    least 

ThefoUowing  passage  proves,  I  think,  that  expect  to  do  so.     **  As  to  turning,"  says 

Giffard  mutt  have  left  some  cases  of  pro-  Dr.  Collins,  **  the  risk  to  the  mother  is  in 

lapsus  to  nature.    "  If  yon  cannot  return  the  majority  of  cases  so  great  as  to  forbid 
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its  employment,  nor  do  I  think  the  practi-  By  the  stethoscope  it  has  sometimes  been 

tioner  justified  by  the  drcumstanoes  in  so  ascertained ,  from  the  remarkable  difference 

greatly  hazarding  his  patient's  life."  in  the  action  of  the  two  hearts.      I  have 

never  from    auscultation    been    absolutely 
On  labour*  with  two  or  more  children.  certain  of  the  existence  of  twins  before  the 
Dr.  Churchill  states  that  we  find  among  commencement    of   labour ;    but  in   some 
British  practitioners,   in  161,042  cases  of  cases,  from  the  great  size  and  unusual  shape 
labour,  2477  oases  of  twins,  or  about  1  in  69,  of  the  abdomen,  the  peculiar  movements 
audSticasesof  triplets,  or  1  in  44 73.  Among  described,  and  tlie  irregularity  and  feeble- 
French  practitioners,  in  36,570  cases,  332  ness  of  the  pains  after  labour  has  begun  and 
cases  of  twins,  or  about  1  in  110,  and  6  of  continued  many  hours,  I  have  suspected  there 
triplets,  or  1  in  6,095.     Among  German  were  twins,  and  my  suspicions  have  been  well 
practitioners,  in  .251, 386  cases,  2,967  cases  founded.     But  I  must  admit  that  all  these 
of  twins,  or  about   1   in   84,   and  35  of  symptoms  are  sometimes  fallacious,  and  that 
triplets,  or  about  1  in  7,185.    Taking  the  women  often  feel  confident  from  these  and 
whole  we  have  448,998  cases  and  5,776  of  other  symptoms  that  they  will  have  twins, 
twins,  or  1  in  771,  and  77  cases  of  triplets,  when  they  bear  only  one  child, 
or  1  in  5,831.     The  statistics  of  the  British  It  is  in  our  power,  and  it  is  our  duty,  in 
Lying-in  Hospital,  which  was  instituted  in  all  cases  to  ascertain  with  certainty,  after 
1749,  are  not  included  in  the  above  state-  the  expulsion  of  the  first  child,  if  there  be  a 
ment.     Since  the  institution  of  this  hospital,  second  within  the  uterus.     The  small  bize  of 
35,978   women   have   been  delivered,   and  the  first  child  often  leads  us  to  suspect  that 
30,401  children  bom.     Four  hundred  and  there  is  another,  before  the  hand  is  appUed 
twenty-three  had  twins,  and  one  three  boys,  over  the  abdomen,  and  the  head,  nates,  or 
The  proportion  of  boys  to  girls  bom  in  this  some  part  of  the  second  child,  is  felt  through 
hospital  b  about  18  to  17;  of  still  births,  the  parietes.      If  the  totems  contains  a  se- 
aboutlin25;  and  women  having  had  twins,  cond  child,  it  is  still  large,  hard,  and  un- 
about  1  to  85.     I  have  seen  only  two  cases  equal ;  the  uterus  still  fills  the  epigastrium, 
of  triplets  during  the  last  16   years,   and  at  least  reaches  considerably  above  the  um- 
neither  of  them  occurred  in  this  hospital,  bilicua.      I  have  been  repeatedly  called  to 
The  proportional  number  of  women  giving  deliver  a  second  child  where  there  was  no- 
birth  to  twins,  appears,  according  to  Dr.  thing  within  the  uterus  but  a  great  placenta. 
Collins'  report,  to  be  much  greater  in  Ire-  In  all  cases,  therefore,  you  will  not  trust  to 
land  than  in  any  other  country  of  Europe  the  application  of  the  hand  over  the  abtLi- 
from  which  authentic  records  have  been  ob-  men,   but   make  an  internal  examination  ; 
tained.     In  France,  he  says,  there  is  1  twin  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
case  in  every  95  births ;  in  Germany  1  in  whether  there  is  a  second  child,  but,  if  there 
80  ;  in  England  1  in  92  ;  in  Scotland  1  in  is,  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  presenta- 
95 ;  in  Ireland  1  in  every  62.     Of  129,172  tion.      Put  the  umbilical  cord  of  the  first 
women  delivered  in  the  Lying-in  Hospital  of  child  upon  the  stretch,  and  pass  idong  it 
Dublin,  2062  gave  birth  to  twins ;  29  of  the  two  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  and  if  tliere 
129,172  produced  3  at  each  birth,  which  is  in  is  a  second  child  you  will  feel  the  second 
the  proportion  of  1  in  4450.  One  only  gave  bag   of  membranes,   and  discover  whether 
birthtofour.  Of  69  7  cases  of  twins  collected  by  the  head,  the  nates,  the  extremities,  or  funis 
Dr.  Churchill,  417  children  of  the  1394  died,  present.     It  is  necessary  to  inform  the  nurse 
or  about  1  in  3i  ;  and  out  of  12  cases  of  of  the  fact. 

triplets,  t.  «.  36  children,  11  were  lost,  or  1  The  following  figure  from  Smellie  gives  a 

in  3.     A  considerable  number  were  prema-  front  view  of  twins  in  the  beginning  of  la- 

ture  and  still  bom,   and   some  putrid  at  hour,  the  anterior  parts  being  removed  as 

birth.  in  most  of  the  preceding  figures.     The  ute- 

Women  are  exposed  to  much  greater  risk  rus  is  stretched  with  the   membranes  and 

who  give  birth  to  twins  than  those  who  are  liquor  amnii.     The  two  placentas  are  repre- 

delivered  of  one  child ;  and  the  danger  is  sented  adhering  to  the  posterior  part  of  the 

produced  chiefly  by  the  over- distension  of  uterus,  the  two  foetuses  lying  before  them  : 

the  uterus  during  pregnancy,  the  preteroa-  one  with  its  head  in  a  proper  position  ait  the 

tural   presentation  of  one  or  of  both  the  inferior  part  of  the  uteras,  and  tlie  other 

children,    and  the   occurrence  of   haemor-  situated  pretematurally,   withjhe  head  to 

rhage  from  the  want  of  uterine  contraction  the  fundus ;  the  bodies  of  each  are  here  en- 

after  the  separation  and  expulsion  of  the  tangled  in  their  proper  funis, 

placentae.     Inflammation  of  the  deep-seated  When  the  nates  or  inferior  extremities  of 

stmctures  of  the  uterus,  especially  the  veins,  the  second  child  present,  the  binder  should 

not  unfrequently  proves  fatal  to  women  who  be  applied  firmly  round  the  abdomen,  some 

have  been  delivered  of  twins.    We  seldom  stimulant  should  be  given,  and  some  time 

discover  before  the  birth  of  the  first  child  allowed  for  the  uterus  to  contract.     At  the 

that  there  is  a  second  or  third  b  the  uterus,  end  of  an  how,  or  c^ca  ^«>asjt, VL  ^^ ^^ma 
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do  not  rttarn,ni|itare  the  membrane*,  tighten 
the  binder,  oiid  bring  Jown  the  luiier  ei- 
tremitie*,  and  dctirer  the  child  in  the  man- 
ner ilreadjr  described  when  the  aalcs  present, 
Ho  good  can  in  anj  cite  he  produced  hf 
■Itowing  the  child  tu  rrmBin  longer  in  Ibe 
utenia  than  an  hour  after  the  birth  of  the 
tint. 

ir  a  ibouliler  or  loperior  extremity  of  the 
second  child  jiresenta,  proceed  immedialeiv 
to  perform  the  (i|>i.>niliun  or  CumiDg,  which 
ia  aaj  and  MTe  both  fur  the  mother  and 
ehild.  If  yon  pu*  up  the  hand  into  Ibe 
Dlcriu,  betorc  the  ntembraon  are  raptured. 
]n  twin  carea,  where  the  head  of  the  ae- 
rooil  chilli  prefenXa,  apply  the  binder,  mp. 
lore  the  membruiei,  and  the  utcraa  mU 
nteU^  contract  uj<ou  the  cbUdand»(<\ 


it  withont  any  artificial  aaaiitanee.  If,  bM' 
ever,  the  labuar  ban  hern  TCiy  probraetBd, 
and  there  la  great  eihauatioa,  and  ■iiiai 
riik  leit  the  natunl  powcn  ahould  be  iBiaf- 
ticieot  for  the  dt'livery  of  the  aecond  cUU,  1 
am  dicpoied  to  think,  aa  the  operal' 
tarniiig  ii  ■□  easily  accompliahed, 
would  be  belter  at  once  to  ba*e  recaan 
it,  than  to  trust  to  the  foreepa  if  hi 
aaaiatanct  should  be  required.  At  all  m 
it  is  invariably  necetaary  to  mptnte  t 
second  act  of  membranei,  iF  yon  detoi 
to  leave  the  eTpulnion  of  tlie  aecond  c 
to  nature,  for  the  uterus  uiay  remain  tvm 
four  houn  or  longer  qnieacent  if  lU 
not  done.  After  the  delirerj  of  1 
ehiUnti,  alwaji  mnember  tb«  dmnfM 
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THEORY  &  MEDICAL  TREATMENT 
OF  INSANITY, 

DeUvered  at  Si.  Luke's  HoipHal, 
May  Ist,  3d,  and  5th. 

By  Albxanosb  Jobm  Sutherland. 


Lbctobb  III.— (ooDcladed.) 

Of  NarcoHm;  twe  and  abuse  of  ophtm, 
—  SedoHvee,  —  Hydrocyanic  acid,  — 
DigitaHa.  —Diuretice.  —  Tonics.  -—  id?. 
nerai  tomes.  —  Qf  blood-letting ,  leeehis, 
euppiMtg.— Counter 'irritants. — Setons.-^ 
Baths, — Antispasmodics. — Conclusion. 

Narcotics  are  placed  by  aome  in  the  first 
rank  of  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  mad- 
ness. Mocfa  difference  of  opinion  exists  as 
to  the  propriety  of  prescribing  them. 
Esqnirol  says,  "that  these  are  rather  in- 
jorioos  than  useful,  especially  if  there  be 
plethora,  or  congestion  about  the  head. 
Long  sinee,  Val«dva  and  Morgagni  pro- 
scribed opiates,  and  daily  experience  con- 
firms the  opinion  of  these  great  masters. 
Diet,  emph^rment,  exercise,  are  the  true 
remedies  for  sleeplessness;  tepid  or  cold 
baths  induce  sleep,  and  are  truly  efficacious, 
Rnd  no  bad  results  ever  followed  their  use." 

Some  authors  and  practical  men  of  the 
present  day  join  with  M.  Esquirol's  opi- 
nion upon  this  subject.  Dr.  Cox  consi- 
derA  that  opium  produced  no  permanent 
effect  upon  the  insane. 

On  die  other  hand,  we  find  medical  men 
of  great  experience  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disMse,  who  prescribe  it  in  large  doses,  and 
some,  too,  who  think  it  possesses  in  these 
complaints  virtues  almost  of  a  specific 
nature.  Dr.  Halloran,  as  quoted  by  Crow- 
ther,  speaks  of  certain  cases  where  sleep 
bad  been  a  stranger  for  48  hours  in  suc- 
cession, and  where  he  had  no  doubt,  but 
for  the  intervention  of  an  opiate  to  the  ex- 
tent of  240  drops  of  the  tincture  of  opium, 
at  three  short  intervals,  no  rest  could  have 
been  procured :  he  goes  on  to  state  that 
sleep  approaching  to  apoplexy  had  been  ob- 
tained in  consequence,  for  nearly  24  hours, 
and  that  it  was  evidently  the  means  of 
effecting  an  entire  and  lasting  return  of  the 
mental  faculty."  Crowther  says,  the  same 
effect  was  produced  in  the  cases  in  which  he 
employed  it.  His  patients  were  relieved 
from  insanity  after  waking  out  of  a  long  and 
sound  sleep.  The  same  effect  has  been 
stated  to  me  to  have  been  produced  in  some 
cases  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Phillips,  at  the 
White  House,  Bethnal  Green.  Dr.  Oj$le 
and  Mr.  WinUe,  of  the  Oxford  Asyhun,  are 


likewise  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  lai*ge 
doses  of  these  medicines,  which  have  also 
found  an  able  advocate  in  Dr.  Seymour  for 
th^ir  employment.  What  is  to  be  said, 
when  we  find  such  difference  of  opinion 
'among  practical  men  ?  M.  Foville  has  truly 
tidd,  that  the  particular  cases  of  insanity  in 
which  narcotics  are  useful  have  not  been 
clearly  pointed  out.  Mv  own  experience 
would  lead  me  to  the  condusion,  that  opiates 
are  of  essential  service  in  those  cases  of 
insanity  which  border  closely  upon  delirium 
tremens ;  in  cases  of  puer^isral  mania ;  in 
the  first  breaking  out  of  an  kttack  of  mad- 
ness, before  congestion  has  taken  place ;  in 
cases  where  there  is  great  nervous  irrita- 
bility, firom  poverty  of  blood  ;  and  in  cases 
of  cachexia  from  starvation,  and  other 
csnses:  they  are  contrundicated  wherever 
there  is' the  least  sign  of  general  paralysis  or 
congestion  about  the  head.  Prescribed  indis- 
criminately, or  not  in  pA>per  doses,  narcotics 
do  more  harm  than  good ;  they  keep  up 
irritation,  and  add  to  the  excitement,  instead 
of  allaying  it.  I  have  seen  sometimes  a  very 
simple  case  converted  into  a  very  compli- 
cated one  by  the  excessive  use  of  narcotics. 
Hiere  is  an  idiosyncrasy,  as  every  one  knows, 
in  some  constitutions  wfadoh  does  not  admit  of 
the  exhibition  of  narcotics,  espedally  mor- 
phia, even  in  the  Smallest  dose :  ^th  of  a 
grain  will  sometimes  produce  such  incessant 
vomiting  as  to  endanger  the  life  of  the  pa- 
tient. Great  care  also  should  be  taken,  even 
when  the  use  of  opiates  is  indicated,  not  to 
continue  them  too  long,  for  if  narcotixation 
is  produced,  much  harm  will  follow :  the 
evacuations  are  hard  and  black  ;  the  irrita- 
tion is  extreme. . 

It  must  not  be  thought  that  opium  and 
morphia  are  entirely  to  superseide  other 
narcotics ;  there  are  others,  as  hyoscyamus 
and  conium,  which  are  equally  serviceable  in 
the  treatment  of  insanity.  I  am  often  in 
the  habit  of  prescribing  the  hyoscyamus  ;  I 
find  that  it  agrees  better  with  the  stomach, 
and  it  does  not  constipate  the  bowels :  in 
fact,  we  know  from  experience  that  it  has 
an  opposite  tendency,  and  it  likewise  in- 
creases the  secretion  of  the  kidneys  and  of 
the  skin.  Combined  with  the  potassio-tar- 
trate  of  antimony  it  is  serviceable  in  the 
paroxysms  of  furor;  considerable  lassitude 
is  apt  to  follow  when  a  draught  containing 
5j.  of  the  tinct.  of  the  former,  with  gr.  \  of 
the  latter,  is  administered.  This,  in  some 
cases,  is  of  course  not  to  be  desired. 

Combined  with  camphor,  opium  allays 
the  irritability  of  those  suffering  under  mad- 
ness, either  combined  with  some  degree  of 
delirium  tremens,  or  preceded  by  it. 

Conium  has  high  antiquity  to  recommend 
it,  and  is  useful  both  given  alone  or  in  com- 
bination with  hyoscyamus  and  opium.  The 
boasted  effects  of  camphor  have  not  been 
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io  not  return,  ni|itDr« the  membrane*, tightea 
the  binder,  aiid  bring  Jown  the  luver  ri- 
trcmilies,  tad  ilvliTrr  tlie  child  in  tbe  man- 
lier almiljr  deicribrd  when  the  natex  preient, 
No  good  can  in  sn;  cik  be  produced  bf 
■lloning  the  child  to  rnsain  lunger  in  the 
uteruif  than  an  hour  alter  the  birth  of  the 

It  a  ahuulder  or  lupCTior  ritremitr  of  the 
■econd  child  pmenti,  proceed  iairaediatelj 
to  lierform  tUe  opi-ration  of  turning,  vhicb 
it  eaaj  and  nTe  both  for  the  mother  and 
child,  if  juu  paia  up  the  hand  into  the 
Dterua.  before  the  mpmbrane*  are  ruptured. 

In  twin  aid,  vhere  the  head  of  the  ae- 
tvail  chilli  pmrnta,  Bjiplj  the  buidrr,  rap- 
fare  Ihe  membnuiei,  and  Ibe  ntenu  viU 
vbabi/ coatnet  ujkui  tbe  cbild  ud  ei|^l 


If,bo«. 


an;  irtifidalu 
ever,  tbe  labour  ban  bera  ver;  p 
and  there  is  gnat  exhauatimi,  i 
riilc  leit  the  natursl  povcn  ahonld  be  tDiaf- 
Itcient  for  the  drlivei;  of  tbo  aecond  cUU- 1 
am  ditpoied  to  think,  aa  the  operal' 
turning  ii  so  caiilf  accompliabcd, 
wonld  be  belter  at  once  to  ba*e  reconne  n 
it,  than  to  trust  to  the  fbrcepa  if  farther 
aaiiitancc  ghoutd  be  required.  At  allsnotl 
it  ii  iDiariably  oeceiaarj  to  mptnte  Its 
■econd  act  of  membranea,  if  joa  iletiiBilw 
to  leave  the  expuleion  of  tbe  aecond  cUId 
to  nature,  for  tbeulmiama;  remain  tVHitf- 
four  boon  or  longer  qnieacent  If  tfaii  ii 
not  done.      After   the   delirerj    of   bolk 


t)\mive  WmoiTVA%«. 
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CUNICAL  LECTURES 

ON  THK 

THEORY  &  MEDICAL  TREATMENT 
OF  INSANITY, 

Delivered  at  S4.  Luke*»  Hospital, 
May  laitf  3d,  and  5th. 

By  Albxandbb  Jobn  Sutherland. 


Lbctobx  III.— (concluded.) 

<^  Nofvoticas  use  and  abuse  of  opium, 
—  Sedatives,  —  Hydrocyanic  acid,  — 
DigitaHa,  ^Diuretics.  —  Tbnics.  -—  Mi- 
nerai  tmues^  —  Qf  blood-letting,  leechis, 
euppimg, — Counter'irritants. — Setons,-^ 
Baiks, — Antispasmodics, — Conclusion, 

Narcotics  are  placed  by  aome  in  the  first 
rank  of  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  mad- 
ness. Much  difference  of  opinion  exists  as 
to  the  propriety  of  prescribing  them. 
Esqnirol  says,  '*tiiat  these  are  rather  in. 
jnrioQS  than  usefol,  especially  if  there  be 
plethora,  or  congestion  about  the  head. 
Long  since,  Vali»lva  and  Morgagni  pro- 
acri&d  opiates,  and  daily  experience  con- 
firms the  opinion  of  these  great  masters. 
Diet,  emph^rment,  exercise,  are  the  true 
remedies  for  sleeplessness;  tepid  or  cold 
baths  induce  sleq),  and  are  truly  efficacious, 
Rnd  no  bad  results  ever  followed  their  use." 

Some  authors  and  practical  men  of  the 
present  day  join  with  M.  Esquirol's  opi- 
nion upon  this  subject.  Dr.  Cox  consi- 
derA  that  opium  produced  no  permanent 
effect  upon  the  insane. 

On  die  other  hand,  we  find  medical  men 
of  great  experience  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disuse,  who  prescribe  it  in  large  doses,  and 
some,  too,  who  think  it  possesses  in  these 
complaints  virtues  almost  of  a  specific 
nature.  Dr.  Halloran,  as  quoted  by  Crow- 
ther,  speaks  of  certain  cases  where  sleep 
bad  been  a  stranger  for  48  hours  in  suc- 
cession, and  where  he  had  no  doubt,  but 
for  the  intervention  of  an  opiate  to  the  ex- 
tent of  240  drops  of  the  tincture  of  opium, 
at  three  short  intervals,  no  rest  could  have 
been  procured :  he  goes  on  to  state  that 
sleep  approaching  to  apoplexy  had  been  ob- 
tained in  consequence,  for  nearly  24  hours, 
and  that  it  was  evidently  the  means  of 
effecting  an  entire  and  lasting  return  of  the 
mental  faculty."  Crowther  says,  the  same 
effect  was  produced  in  the  cases  in  which  he 
employed  it.  His  patients  were  relieved 
from  insanity  after  waking  out  of  a  long  and 
tNmnd  sleep.  The  same  effect  has  been 
stated  to  me  to  have  been  produced  in  some 
eases  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Phillips,  at  the 
White  House,  Bethnal  Green.  Dr.  Ogle 
and  Mr.  WmUe,  of  the  Oxford  Asylum,  are 


likewise  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  large 
doses  of  these  medicines,  which  have  also 
found  an  able  advocate  in  Dr.  Seymour  for 
their  employment.  What  is  to  be  said, 
when  we  find  such  difference  of  opinion 
'among  practical  men  ?  M.  Foville  has  truly 
tidd,  that  the  particular  cases  of  insanity  in 
which  narcotics  are  useful  have  not  been 
clearly  pointed  out.  Mv  own  experience 
would  lead  me  to  the  condusion,  that  opiates 
are  of  essential  service  in  those  cases  of 
insanity  which  border  closely  upon  delirium 
tremens ;  in  cases  of  puerperal  mania ;  in 
the  first  breaking  out  of  an  iittack  of  mad- 
ness, before  congestion  has  tiken  place;  in 
cases  where  there  is  great  nervous  irrita- 
bility, firom  poverty  of  blood ;  and  in  cases 
of  cachexia  from  starvation,  and  other 
causes:  they  are  contraindicated  wherever 
there  is  the  least  sign  of  general  paralysis  or 
congestion  about  the  head.  Prescribed  indis- 
criminately, or  not  in  pA>per  doses,  narcotics 
do  more  harm  than  good ;  they  keep  up 
irritation,  and  add  to  the  excitement,  instead 
of  allaying  it.  I  have  seen  sometimes  a  very 
simple  case  converted  into  a  very  compli- 
cated one  by  the  excessive  use  of  narcotics. 
There  is  an  idiosyncrasy,  as  every  one  knows, 
in  some  constitutions  wbdoh  does  not  admit  of 
the  exhibition  of  narcotics,  especially  mor- 
phia, even  in  the  Smallest  dose :  ^th  of  a 
grain  will  sometimes  produce  such  incessant 
vomiting  as  to  endanger  the  life  of  the  pa- 
tient. Great  care  also  should  be  taken,  even 
when  the  use  of  opiates  is  indicated,  not  to 
continue  them  too  long,  for  if  narcotization 
is  produced,  much  harm  will  follow  :  the 
evacuations  are  hard  and  black  ;  the  irrita- 
tion is  extreme. . 

It  must  not  be  thought  that  opium  and 
morphia  are  entirely  to  superseide  other 
narcotics ;  there  are  others,  as  hyoscyamua 
and  conium,  which  are  equally  serviceable  in 
the  treatment  of  insanity.  I  am  often  in 
the  habit  of  prescribing  the  hyoscyamus  ;  I 
find  that  it  agrees  better  with  the  stomach, 
and  it  does  not  constipate  the  bowels :  in 
fact,  we  know  from  experience  that  it  has 
an  opposite  tendency,  and  it  likewise  in- 
creases the  secretion  of  the  kidneys  and  of 
the  skin.  Combined  with  the  potassio-tar- 
trate  of  antimony  it  is  serviceable  in  the 
paroxysms  of  furor ;  considerable  lassitude 
is  apt  to  follow  when  a  draught  containing 
5j.  of  the  tinct.  of  the  former,  with  gr.  \  of 
the  latter,  is  administered.  This,  in  some 
cases,  is  of  course  not  to  be  desired. 

Combined  yrVih.  camphor,  opium  allays 
the  irritability  of  those  suffering  under  mad- 
ness, either  combined  with  some  degree  of 
delirium  tremens,  or  preceded  by  it. 

Conium  has  high  antiquity  to  recommend 
it,  and  is  useful  both  given  alone  or  in  com- 
bination with  hyoscyamus  and  opium.  The 
boasted  effects  of  camphor  have  not  been 


I-18C     DR.   a.  LEE  ON  THE  THEORY   AND  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWlFBttV. 


.ro|itiireIbeincrtibnuuu, tighten 

^,_e  bindar,  lad  bring  iluvra  the  lr)wer  ei- 
ElniDitiea,  uiil  dvUrcr  the  chibl  in  the  nitin- 
■act  ■Ireut)'  docribril  when  Ibc  ualet  prEsciit. 
*|4o  good  cui  in  any  b  ise  bo  jiroiiuced  bj 
■  allovlng  tlte  child  to  remain  loiiptr  in  the 
bitonis  than  >n  bour  aflcr  the  birth  of  the 

If  ■  ahoalilcr  or  iDiierinr  eiticmltjr  of  iho 
Mond  child  preaeata,  prucmi  immeiliatelr 
a  perform  tlic  o|icnilii)ri  nf  lurniog.  ttbit^ 
4  euji  and  ute  both  fur  the  motbet  and 
^ild.  it  yita  pua  Dp  tlia  hand  into  the 
Itcrni,  before  Ihx  membraiirB  in  ruptured. 
In  (win  aaa,  wbure  the  bend  of  tlie  sc- 
md  child  prewnts,  apply  the  binder,  rap- 
irc  (he  toembrnneB,  and  the  uterus  will 
irobiblf  contracl  upon  tht  child  and  c:ii>cl 


it  witliautBUy  artiHcialauistsnce.     Ifihow^J 
fTer,   the  labour  hna  been  TBry  protracted^  1 
and   there   ia   gnat   e:ibaiiiitian,  and  lOnia 
risk  Iret  the  nntural  poncrB  Bhonid  beinmf- 
fliriciit  for  the  deliscrj  of  the  wcoiid  child,  I    I 
am  dLajKiaed  to  think,  u  the  operation  o' 
turning  is  so  mailj  accompliibed,  that  { 
would  be  belter  at  once  to  hpvc  recoane  ti 
it,  (tinn  to  IrnsC  to  (he  forceps  it  farther 
aaaiilanGCBhauld  Ik  required.     At  all' 
it   i>   imariably  ntcenary    Co    ruplui 
MicoQd  let  of  membrinrs,  if  you  detennioa 
to  lenTB  the  eipolsion  of  the  teconi  cliiid 
to  nnlurr,  for  the  ntrrua  may  reatnin  twenty- 
four  houra   or   longer  quiescent  if  tliia    i> 
not    done.       After    the    delivery     uf    both 
children,   nlnnys   remember  the  danger 
iitcrini-  hitniorrhnge. 
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CLINICAL  LECTUfiJES  likewise  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  large 

doses  of  these  medicines,   which  have  also 

^^  '"'*■  found  an  able  advocate  in  Dr.  Seymour  for 

THEORY  &  MEDICAL  TREATAH2NT  ^*^  employment.    What  is  to  be  said, 

nv  iMfiAMiTv  when  we  find  such   difference  of  opinion 

ur  IMBAJNll  I,  araoug  practicalmen  ?     M.  Foville has  tnUy 

Delivered  at  Si.  Luke't  HoepHal,  said,  that  the  particuUr  caaes  of  insani^  in 

which  narcotics  are  usefU  have  not  been 

May  Ist,  3d,  and  6th.  clearly  pointed  out.    My  own  experience 

„     A                    ¥         o  would  lead  me  to  the  conduston,  Ihat  opiates 

By  Alcxanu.  JoiiN  Soth«ei-and.  ^  „,  ^^^  ^^^  in  thiae  cis  of 

■  insanity  which  border  closely  upon  delirium 

T        ^      TYT      /        1  j^  \  tremens ;  in  cases  of  puerperal  mania ;  in 

Lw:t0e«  III.-(conclttded.)  ^  ^^^^  hrt^VXug  out  of  wliSack  of  nUd- 

qf  NanoHett  we  and  ahue  of  ophm.  ngg,^  before  congestion  has  taken  place ;  in 

—  SedaHvee,  —  Hydrocyanic    acid.  —  cases  wher«  ther«  is  great  nervous  irrita- 

Digiialie.  —Diuretice.  —  Tonice.  —  Mi-  bility,  from  poverty  of  blood  ;  and  in  cases 

neraltonice — Cf  blood-letting,  leeckte,  q(   cachexia    from    starvation,  and    other 

cupfring.—Counter-irrUanU.—Setone.^  causes :   they  arc  contrdndicated  wherever 

Batk9.--Anti»patmodic§.—Conclimon.  there  is  the  least  sign  of  general  paralysis  or 

Narcotics  are  placed  by  some  in  the  first  congestion  about  the  head.  Prescribed  indis- 

rank  of  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  mad-  criminately,  or  not  inpA>per  doses,  narcotics 

ness.    Much  difference  of  opinion  exists  as  do  more  harm  than  good ;  they  keep  up 

to    the    propriety    of   prescribing    them,  irritation,  and  add  to  the  excitement,  instead 

Esquirol  says,    '*tiliat  these  are  rather  in-  of  allaying  it.     I  have  seen  sometimes  a  very 

jurious  than  useful,  especially  if  there  be  simple  case  converted  into  a  very  compli- 

plethora,  or  congestion    about    the  head,  cated  one  by  the  excessive  use  of  narcotics. 

Long  since,   Vali»lva  and  Morgagni  pro-  There  is  an  idiosyncrasy,  as  every  one  knows, 

scribed  opiates,  and  daily  experience  con-  in  some  constitutions  which  does  not  admit  of 

firms  the  opinion  of  these  great  masters,  the  exhibition  of  narcotics,  espedally  mor- 

Diet,  empk^rment,  exercise,   are  the  true  phia,  even  in  the  ilmallest  dose :  -^th  of  a 

remedies  for  sleeplessness ;    tepid  or  cold  grain  will  sometimes  produce  such  incessant 

baths  induce  sleep,  and  are  truly  efficacious,  vomiting  as  to  endanger  the  life  of  the  pa- 

and  no  bad  results  ever  followed  their  use."  tient.     Great  care  also  should  be  taken,  even 

Some  authors  and  practical  men  of  the  when  the  use  of  opiates  is  indicated,  not  to 

present  day  join  with  M.  Esquirors  opi-  continue  them  too  long,  for  if  narcotixation 

nioa  upon  this  subject.     Dr.   Cox  consi-  is  produced,  much  harm  will  follow :  the 

der^  that  opium  produced  no  permanent  evacuations  are  hard  and  bUck ;  the  irrita- 

effect  upon  the  insane.  tion  is  extreme. . 

On  the  other  hand,  we  find  medical  men  It  must  not  be  thought  that  opium  and 
of  great  experience  in  the  treatment  of  this  morphia  are  entirely  to  supersede  other 
disease,  who  prescribe  it  in  large  doses,  and  narcotics ;  there  are  others,  as  hyoscyamus 
some,  too,  who  think  it  possesses  in  these  and  conium,  which  are  equally  serviceable  in 
complaints  virtues  almost  of  a  specific  the  treatment  of  insanity.  I  am  often  in 
nature.  Dr.  Ilalloran,  as  quoted  by  Crow-  the  habit  of  prescribing  the  hyoscyamus  ;  I 
ther,  speaks  of  certain  cases  where  sleep  find  that  it  agrees  better  with  the  stomach, 
had  been  a  stranger  for  48  hours  in  sue-  and  it  does  not  constipate  the  bowels :  in 
cession,  and  where  he  had  no  doubt,  but  fact,  we  know  from  experience  that  it  has 
for  the  intervention  of  an  opiate  to  the  ex-  an  opposite  tendency,  and  it  likewise  in- 
tent of  240  drops  of  the  tincture  of  opium,  creases  the  secretion  of  the  kidneys  and  of 
at  three  short  intervals,  no  rest  could  have  the  skin.  Combined  with  the  potassio-tar- 
been  procured :  he  goes  on  to  state  that  trate  of  antimony  it  is  serviceable  in  the 
sleep  approadiing  to  apoplexy  had  been  ob-  paroxysms  of  furor ;  considerable  lassitude 
tained  in  consequence,  for  nearly  24  hours,  is  apt  to  follow  when  a  draught  containing 
and  that  it  was  evidently  the  means  of  5)*  ^^  ^^^  tinct.  of  the  former,  with  gr.  ^  of 
effecting  an  entire  and  lasting  return  of  the  the  latter,  is  administered.  This,  in  some 
mental  faculty."  Crowther  says,  the  same  cases,  is  of  course  not  to  be  desired, 
effect  was  produced  in  the  cases  in  which  he  Combined  w'i(h.  camphor,  opium  allays 
employed  it.  His  patients  were  relieved  the  irritabUity  of  those  suffering  under  mad- 
from  insanity  after  waking  out  of  a  long  and  ness,  either  combined  with  some  degree  of 
sound  sleep.  The  same  effect  has  been  delirium  tremens,  or  preceded  by  it. 
stated  to  me  to  have  been  produced  in  some  Conium  has  high  antiquity  to  recommend 
cases  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Phillips,  at  the  it,  and  is  useful  both  given  alone  or  in  com- 
White  Uonse,  Bethnal  Green.  Dr.  Ogle  bination  with  hyoscyamus  and  opium.  The 
and  Mr.  Wintie,  of  the  Oxford  Asylum,  are  boasted  effects  of  camphor  have  not  ^msd^ 
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realized,  to  the  extent  at  least  which  some  pnecordia.     If  acid  emctatioos  be  pretent* 

of  its  advocates  have  stated.     Dr.  Perfect  it  may  be  combined  with  soda ;  and  if  there 

was  in  the  habit  of  giving  it  in  large  doses ;  be  much  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries, 

in  one  case  he  gave  9ij.  with  grs.  xv.  of  with  digitalis.    The  latter  remedy  has  been 

potassa  nitras.     I   have  found   a  mixture  touch  used  by  some  practitioners   in  the 

(often  prescribed  by  my  late  colleague),  con-  treatment  of   insanity.      Dr.   Cox   tpetikM 

taining  myrrh  and  camphor,  of  use,  in  cases  highly  in  its  favoor.    The  case  of  a  gentleman 

where  there  is    debility    with  depression,  whom  he    attended  has    been   qaoted    by 

Stramonium  has  frequently  been  given  in  most  modem  writers  on  insanity,  as  proving 

mania.      It    was    first    recommended   by  the  effect  of  digitalis :  it  is  stated  that  when 

Stoerck,  as  Dr.  Paris  informs  us,  because,  the  pulse  was  90,  he  was  ftirioas ;  when  at 

as  it  deranged  the  mind  of  the  sane,  it  might  70,  rational ;   at  50,  melancholic ;    at  40, 

possibly  correct  that  of  the  insane.     Expe-  half   dead.     Dr.  Cox  says  that  the  patient 

rience,  he  states,  has  not  confirmed  the  san-  was  cured  by  keeping  the  pulse  at  70.     No 

guine  expectations  of  Stoerck,  but  it  has  doubt  the  digitalis  in  this  case  effected  moch 

satisfactorily  shown  its  occasional  value  in  good,  but  I  have  found  it  difficult,  in  using 

violent  paroxysms,  in  quieting  the  mind,  this  medicine,  to  ensure  the  constant  alow 

and  procuring  rest :   for  such  purposes  it  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries  in   some 

has  been  given  at  the  Fort  Clarence,  by  Dr.  patients,  when  kept  in  a  recumbent  posture, 

Davy,  very   frequently  and   successfully.'  without  any  excitement ;  still  more  so  is  it  in 

I  have  given  the  stramonium  in  large  doses,  insanity.     I  think   the  good  results   from 

and  I  have  not  derived  any  benefit  from  its  administering  digitalis  in  insanity  are  due 

use :   after  such  praise  of  a  remedy  from  quite  as  much  to  its  diuretic  as  to  its  seda- 

Dr.  Paris,  however,  it  should  not  be  thrown  tive  effects ;  and  this  leads  us  to  speak  of  a 

aside,  particularly  as  we  also  learn  from  Dr.  class  of  remedies  either  entirely  overlooked, 

Prichard  that  Dr.  Schneider  derived  great  or  at  least  much  neglected  in  the  treatment 

benefit  from  its  use.     I  believe,  nevertheless,  of  insanity. 

that  it  will  be  found  quite  inferior  to  mor-         The  urine  of  insane  patients  is  very  fre- 

phia  and  henbane  in  its  narcotic  properties,  quently,  at  the  commencement  of  the  attack 

and  to  tartarized  antimony  in  its  power  of  of  mania,  scanty  and  high  coloured,  with  a 

subduing  the  paroxysm.  lateritious  sediment.     Sometimes  no  water  is 

Belladonna  and  aconite  may  be  placed  in  secreted  for  a  day,  sometimes  for  two  days, 
the  same  category  with  stramonium.  There  There  are  also  patients  whose  urioe  is  re- 
may,  nevertheless,  be  here  and  there  a  case  tained  for  a  great  length  of  time,  as  there  are 
which  may  be  benefitted  by  their  use.  others  who  pass  it  involuntarily  ;  but  of  these 
Franck  states  belladonna  to  be  useful  in  last  I  do  not  now  speak.  I  recommend  you 
insanity  complicated  with  epilepsy.  I  re-  always  to  examine  the  state  of  the  urine  for 
collect  obtaining  some  good  effect  from  yourselves,  as  you  cannot  depend  upoii»  the 
aconite  in  a  case  of  intermitting  insanity,  account  given  you  by  the  patients :  you  will 
when  every  thing  else  had  failed ;  but  find  it  necessary,  sometimes,  to  give  58a.  or 
neither  the  one  or  the  other  are  remedies  of  3j.  of  Nitric  iEtber,  either  in  distilled  water, 
much  importance.  In  prescribing  narcotics  with  gr.  x.  of  Nitrate  of  Potash,  58s.  of 
in  insanity  and  other  diseases  you  will  often  Infusion  of  Digitalis,  and  ^.  of  the  Com^ 
find  that  one  preparation  of  a  medicine  will  pound  Decoction  of  Scoparius,  as  the  symp- 
ogree,  while  another  will  disagree  with  the  toms  may  require  it.  You  will  very  seldom 
stomach.  I  have  found  Squire's  solution  of  have  to  prescribe  tlie  more  powerful  diuretics, 
the  meconate  of  morphia  very  serviceable  in  as  cantharides  ;  unlci^s  you  give  it  in  those 
some  cases  where  the  hydrochlorate  and  cases  where  you  suspect  effusion,  or,  as  has 
acetate  could  not  be  given.  You  will  also  been  recommended,  in  incipient  paralysis, 
find,  as  you  no  doubt  already  know,  that  I  have  prescribed  it  in  these  cases,  and  have 
the  combination  of  narcotics  is  occasionally  been  much  disappointed  with  it.  I  have  not 
highly  advantageous.  I  am  not  in  the  seen  the  symptoms  of  general  paralysis  yield 
habit  of  prescribing  narcotics  as  heroics;  to  its  influence,  but  great  excitement  and 
but  it  is  very  material  that  they  should  be  paroxysms  of  furor  have  sometimes  been 
given  in  sufficiently  large  doses.  A  patient  brought  on,  which  have  subsided  when  the 
labouring  under  insanity  from  drink,  and  medicine  has  been, omitted.  The  bichloride 
coupled  with  delirium  tremens,  will  bear,  of  mercury  is  a  remedy  of  far  greater  im- 
or  rather  require,  large  doses  of  morphia  or  portance  in  these  cases.  Where  symptoms 
the  tincture  of  opium.  It  is  necessary  some-  of  effusion  are  present,  I  have  not  derived 
times  in  these  cases,  and  in  others  where  muchbencfitfromtheLytta,  given,  of  course, 
there  is  great  restlessness  and  irritability,  to  I  mean,  in  insanity  ;  for  its  influence,  when 
repeat  the  dose  every  three  or  four  hours.  there  Li  effusion  in  other  cases,  and  also  in 

Hydrocyanic  acid  is  a  very  useful  sedative,  hemiplegia  and  paraplegia,  cannot  be  denied. 

and  is  beneficial  in  those  cases  where  there  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  a  very  different 

is  pain  and  a  sense  of  weight  about  the  state  of  the  capillary  vessels  of  the  brain 
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exists  where  there  is  effusion  after  an  attack  Zinc,  and  the  Salts  of  Copper,  are  also 
of  insanity,  from  that  after  one  of  acute  in-  valuable  medicines  in  nenrous  disorders* 
flammation  of  the  brain  and  its  membranes,  Qf  blood-letting. — ^The  great  advocate  for 
for  I  have  been  surprised  to  find  the  stupor  large  general  bluings  in  insanity  is  Dr. 
vanish,  and  the  pupil  become  natural,  under  Riuh.  This  practice  fortunately  does  not 
the  influence  of  tonics  and  stimulants.  I  retain  in  England  the  same  credit  which  it 
have  before  stated  to  you  in  what  particular  formerly  did,  as  Esquirol  somewhat  archly 
cases  there  appears  to  me  to  be  passive  con-  says,  *'  they  thought  they  had  cured  their 
gestion  ;  if  in  these  cases  the  vessels  can  but  patients  by  vensaectio,  when  in  truth  they 
be  induced  by  proper  remedies  to  recover  had  reduced  them  to  a  state  of  incurable 
their  tone,  the  patients  will  in  all  probability  fotuity."  M.  Georget,  and  M.  Foville,  re- 
do well.  commended   general  bleeding.    The  latter 

Tonic9. — Since  the  insane  have  been  bet-  says,  **  without  having  pushed  venssectio  so 

ter  fed,  there  have  been,  on  an  average,  more  far  as  either  Rush  or  J.  Franck,  I  confess 

recoveries  and  fewer  deaths.     Even  during  that  it  appears  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  means 

the  acute  stage  of  mania  we  must  not  only  on  the  efficacy  of  which  we  can  most  rely  in 

regard  the  present  symptoms,  but  future  recent  acute  cases«" 

probable  consequences  of  the  disease,  and  of        M.  Pinel  and  M.  Esquirol  were  decidedly 

our  treatment.     The  brain,  in  acute  mania,  opposed  to  general  bleeding  in  cases  of  in- 

with  frequent  recurrence  of  paroxysms  of  fn-  sanity.     In  acute  mania  with  plethora,  heat 

ror,suflrersthe  wearandtearof  manyyear8,and  of  hnd,  ii\jected  coi\)unctiv8e,  and  full  pulse, 

the  exhaustion  of  mind  and  body  which  follows  we  should  certainly  propose  to  ourselves  to 

is  excessive.     Patients  who,  previously  to  unload  as  speedily  and  as  safely  as  possible 

their  admission  into  the  hospital,  have  under-  the  minute  capillary  tubes, 
gone  a  long  course  of  lowering  treatment.        This  can  be  the  only  reason  for  employ- 

and  whose  strength  is  consequently  much  ing  general  bleeding,  but  this  is  for  the  most 

reduced,  have  deiived  benefit  from  an  in-  part  very  much  more  safely  effected  by  local 

fusion  of  a  light  bitter,  as  calumba  or  casca-  abstraction  of  blood.     The  best  mode  of 

rilla,  with  the  sesquicarbonate  of  ammonia,  doing  this  is  by  leeches,  for  cupping  is  apt 

Sometimes    patients    are    brought    to    the  to  frighten  the  patient, 
hospital  whose  insanity  has  been  caused  by         In  cases  of  nymphomania,  of  suppression 

starvation  and  wretchedness ;  many  of  these  of  the  catamenia,   and  of  suppression  of 

are  cachectic,  and  have  an  eruption  of  boils,  haemorrhoids,  leeches  are  of  very  great  im- 

These  will  often  bear  the  Compound  Decoc-  portance  applied  periodically.     Dr.  Watson 

tion  of  Bark,  with3j.  of  the  Liquor  Potasss,  has  some  valuable  remarks  upon  the  subject 

to   which   you  may  add,  if  there  be  irri-  of  general  bleeding :  he  says,  *'  the  state  of 

tability ,  5).  of  the  Tincture  of  Henbane.  constitution  may  be  such  that  the  disposition 

There  is  a  case  reported  by  M.  Andral  of  to  local  plethora  would  be  increased  by  the 

a  person  who  laboured  under  intermittent  loss  of  blood.  Disordered  action,  and  undue 

cerebral  congestion,  who  was  cured  by  large  susceptibility  of  the  nervous  system,  are  apt 

doses  of  quinine,  internally  and  externally  to  be  aggravated  by  bleeding,  and  in  pro- 

administered.     I  have  found  this  and  other  portion  as  the  nervous  functions  are  irregu- 

tonics  of  use  in  intermittent  cases,  where  larly  performed  does  the  tendency  to  un- 

their  employment  is  not   contraindicated.  equal  distribution  of  blood  in  the  capillary 

Arsenic,  either  in  the  form  of  the  Liquor  vessels  augment :  we  have  daily  examples  of 

Potassse  Arsenitis  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  or  this  in  hysterical  young  women.     It  is  not. 

Solution  of  the  Chloride  of  Arsenic,  as  pre-  therefore,  the  mere  congestion  that  we  have 

pared  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  are  likewise  to  consider ;  we  must  look  deeper  for  its 

valuable  remedies  here.     Mineral  tonics  are  cause." 

not  to  be  laid  aside  on  account  of  any        If  you  were  called  in  to  see  an  epileptic 

theoretical  notions  about  congestion  of  the  patient,  and  found  him  in  a  state  of  profound 

brain.     I  have  sometimes  commenced  with  coma,  you  would  order  him  to  be  bled  ;  it  is 

them  from  the  first  day  of  a  patient's  ad  mis-  a  matter  of  life  and  death ;  but  you  would  be 

sion  ;  for  instance,  in  those  cases  when  the  very  sure  that  the  fits  would  come  on  more 

disease  is  complicated    with    chlorosis  or  frequently.   So,  in  insanity,  you  may  find  it 

chorea,  or  when  the  patient  is  enfeebled  by  absolutely  necessary  to  employ  veniesectio-^ 

self-abuse,  or  any  other  cause.     I  have  seen  in  cases,   for  instance,  with   vertigo  from 

some  of  our  patients  rapidly  improve,  after  plethora — ^but  you  would  do  it  at  the  risk  of 

the  acute  stage  has  passed  over,  by  taking  producing  nervous  irritability.     M.  Foville 

the  Tincture    Ferri    Sesquichloridi    in   an  was   an  advocate  for  the  employment  of 

Infusion  of  Quaasise,  andUie  combination  of  general  bleeding  when  at  the  Hospital  near 

a  chalybeate  with  a  purgative  is  occasionally  Rouen  ;   it  would  be  interesting  to  know 

of  great  service  to  us  in  treating  insanity,  whether  he  still  holds  the  same  opinion  since 

The  preparations  of  Iron,  the  Sulphate  of  his  appointment  to  Charenton.     The  ener- 
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vated  inhabitants  of  a  capital  would  not  so  ment.     It  is  sometimes  necessaiy  that  the 

well  endure  the  abstraction  of  blood  as  the  patient  should  remain  in  it  for  an  hour  aad 

hardy  and   robust  peasants  of    the  lower  a  half,  or  two  hours.     Ice  or  cold  lotions  to 

Seine.  the  h^  should  be  applied  at  the  same  time : 

(y  counier-irriianU. — Blisters  are  very  it  may  be  necessary  to  repeat  it  every  day, 

generally  employed  in  the  treatment  of  in-  sometimes  twice  daily,  till  some  effect  is  pio- 

sanity  ;  in  the  acute  stage  of  mania,  how-  duced. 

ever,  they  sho«ld  never  be  used ;  certainly         If  the  irritation  is  not  subdued  bj  tlie  ap- 

not  till  the  heat  of  skin  and  general  irritation  plication,  I  have  found  it  beneficial  to  apply 

from  the  loaded  vessels  have  subsided.     I  a  blister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  immediiiteiy 

need  not  dwell  here  upon  the  several  modes  that  the  patient  leaves  the  bath, 
of  action  of  blisters ;  they  must  be  familiar  to         In  acute  dementia,   I   have   seen    much 

you  already.  benefit  derived  from  Uie  douche,  but  this  a 

I  have  only  to  recommend  you  in  insanity  a  remedy  which  requires  caution,  and  is  not 

to  employ  the  acetum  instead  of  the  em-  by   any   means  to    be  ordered   for    those 

plastmm  lyttse  as  a  general  rule,  as  you  will  patients  who  are  liable  to  congestion  of  the 

find  it  more  convenient ;  the  present  acetum  head,  or  have  any  tendency  to  paralyaia. 
lyttce  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  acts  with  suf-        The  shower  bath,  with  antispasmodics,  is 

ficient  certainty,  and  generally  speaking  uni-  a  valuable  means  of  subduing  the  symptoms 

formly.  of  madness    with  hysteria  and  hypochon- 

In  some  cases  of  insanity  which  run  their  driasis. 
course  sluggishly,  or  where  there  is  a  healed        When  a  patient  has  passed  into  what  is 

ulcer,  or  a  suppressed  discharge,  setons  are  termed  the  chronic  stage  of  the  complaint  it 

ot  great  service.     Esquirol  says  they  act  as  by  no  means  follows  that  nothing  is  to  be 

if  by  enchantment.     The  Ung.  Antim.  Pot.  done  for  him ;    something  can  be  effected 

Tart,   proves  beneficial  in   some  cases  of  by   medicine  even  here,  in  shortening  the 

suppressed  eruptions,   and  as  a    counter-  paroxysms  of  furor,  in  procuring  sleep  for 

irritant.  the  restless,  and  improving  the  general  health 

Strychnine,  either  given  internally  or  mixed  of  the  debilitated, 
with  prepared  lard,  and  rubbed  along  the  It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  speak  of 
spine,  I  have  found  serviceable  in  the  few  the  manner  in  which  the  different  species  oi 
cases  of  catalepsy  in  which  I  have  tried  it.  the  complaint  should  be  treated :  this  I  pro- 
It  is  also  useful  in  cases  of  insanity  accom-  pose  to  do  by  placing  examples  before  you  of 
panied  with  paralysis.  mania,  monomania,  puerperal  mania,  acute 

When  patients  have  illusions  of  hearing,  dementia,  and  general  paralysis.     When  the 

M.  Foville  suggests  that  cotton  on  which  cases  are  read  you  will  probably  be  better 

laudanum  has  been*  dropped  should  be  put  in  able  to  understand  my  reasons  for  adopting 

their  ears.     I  have  tried  this,  and  have  in  one  the  plan  of  treatment, 
or  two  cases  found  it  beneficial.     In  cases  of        In  summing  up  the  observations  which  I 

this  description  it  is  likewise  of  use  to  order  have  made  in  these  lectures,  it  will  not  be 

the  ears  to  be  syringed,  or  to  place  small  necessary  for  me  to  recapitulate  what  I  have 

blisters  behind  each  ear,  in  order  to  divert  said  as  to  the  mode  of  treatment ;  as  to  the 

the  attention  of  the  patient  from  the  noises  nature  of  the  disease,  however,  I  wish  to 

and  whisperings  on  which  his  imagination  remind  you  that  1  stated  it  as  my  opinion 

dwells.  that  insanity,  properly  so  called,  was  either 

The  function   of  the  skin  is  frequently  primarily  or  secondarily  a  disease  of  the 

badly  performed  in  insanity.     The  peculiar  brain ;    that  sometimes  the  irritation  is  due 

smell  which  some  madmen  have  I  have  often  to  the  nerves,  sometimes  to  the  blood ;  thus 

heard  spoken  of  by  those  who  have  had  much  proving  the  relation  of  the  disorder  to  those 

experience  in  these  cases,  and  I  always  attri-  diseases  which  are  accompanied  by  conges- 

buted  it  to  the  uncleanliness  of  the  patient,  tion,  in  that  it  is  apt  to  recur;  and,  on  the 

but  since  my  attention  has  been  more  par-  other  hand,  to   those  of  the  nervous  sys- 

ticularly    drawn    to  it    I   think   that    the  tem,  in  that  it  is  often  intermittent.     Irri- 

peculiar  odour  is  due  to  the  disease  :  when  it  tation  is  not  to  be  rejected  as  a  cause  of 

exists,  however,  it  is  a  very  unfavourable  insanity  merely  on  account  of  there  being 

sign ;  the  only  thing  I  can  compare  it  to  is  something  in  it  which  we  cannot  explain :  we 

the  smell  of  a  person  just  prior  to  dissolu-  are  quite  justified  in  such  an  obscure  disease 

tion.     Baths  of  all  descriptions  have  very  hi  appealing  to  effects,  although  the  knife  of 

properly  been  recommended  to  ensure  the  due  the  anatomist  fails  to  point  out  to  us  any 

performance  of  this  important  function.     In  characteristic    distinction    in    the    minute 

the  hospital  we  employ  hot  and  cold  baths,  alterations  of  structure  which  take  place  in 

the  hip  bath,   the  shower  bath,  pediluvia,  the  delicate  granular  matter,  or  in  the  thin 

and  the  douche.     The  tepid  bath  is  of  great  filaments  of  the  fibrous  structure  in  the  brain 

service  in  subduing  irritability  and  excite-  of  the  insane.     Were  we  able  to  show  this 
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Ihvt  deputore  fmm  lioilllij  ttfofltme  mder  knowledge  of  the  mtare  of  mind,  we  very 

a  powerful  lens,  I  tlank  ifat  w«  shoold  find  greatty  deceive  onradves  ;  electricity  is  itself 

it  to  be  an  alteration  differing  in  degrae,  and  a  principle  of  matter,  and  as  such  is  subject 

not  in  kind,  from  that  presumed  to  cnat  -In  to  the  laws  whidi  biiul  matter.     How  mind 

other  diseases  of  the  nervous  system.     I  acts  upon  natter,  and  laafctor  npon  mind,  we 

believe  that  insanity,  divested  of  the  halo  of  cannot  explain.     Future  observations  and 

metaphysics  with  which  it  is  sometimes  sur-  experiments  may  make  us   more  perfectly 

rounded  in  order  to  dazzle  and  bewilder,  is  a  acquainted  with  the  instrument  of  mind,  the 

disease  which  is  subject  to  the  same  laws  of  brain,  and  the  exact  change  of  structure 

pathology  as  all  other  diseases ;  still  I  ac-  which  prevents  its  minute  fibres  ministering 

knowledge  that  it  is  a  very  obscure  disorder,  to  the  will,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  imagine  that 

perhaps  the  most  complicated  one  to  which  we  shall  ever  be  able  to  discover  how  the 

man  is  subject,  and  I  do  not  presume  to  one  acts  upon  the  other.     Locke,  Leibnitz, 

dictate  upon  a   subject    so    abstruse.      It  Malebranche,  have  all  failed  in  their  attempts 

might,  perhaps,  have  been  more  satisfactory  to  solve  this  most  difficult  problem.    There 

to  some  had  I  attempted  to  trace  all  the  are  bounds  to  all  sciences,  beyond  which  we 

phenomena  of  insanity  to  one  source — for  cannot  rove ;    we  have  a  clear  perception 

instance,  inflammation  :  a  theory  of  disease  only  of  few  things,  all  else  is  either  obscurely 

which  professes  to  account  for  every  thing,  seen  in  the  twilight  of  probability,  or  hid  in 

which  reduces  the  various  symptoms  into  a  darkness. 

systematic  arrangement,  and  refers  them  to  

one  cause,  is  sure  to  be  popular,  because  it  ON  THE 

saves  men  the  trouble  of  jinking  for  them-  TISSUE    UPON    WHICH    THE    RE- 
selves  ;  and  having  once  obtained  possession  _     ..^,^^^.^  .« 

of  the  mind   it    becomes  very  difficult  to         MOTE  ACTION  OF  POISONS  IS 

eradicate :  but  before  we  attempt  such  a  task  EXERTED, 

we  shall  do  well  to  recollect  the  words  of  the  „    w  tt  .  ttq   \|  t> 

great  master  of  inductive  scien<»— '  *  Another  Honorary  Physiciin  to  the  Nottingham  Union 

error,    says  Bacon,  **  to  the  advancement  of  Dispensary, 

learning  is  the  over-early  and  peremptory  rp^^  the  London  Medical  Oazeiie.J 

reduction    of    knowledge    into    arts    and  [Concluded  ftom  page  473.] 

methods.       I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  ___^ 

to  state  aU  the  theories  of  the  nature  of  Jhe   following  experiment    made  by 

msamty ;  what  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  has  Magendie  is  token  from  Morgan  and 

been  to  make  my  observations  on  this  part  ^^^^^,^  Essay,  page  39. 

of  my  subject  tend  as  far  as  possible  to  some  „  ,p.     femoral  arterv  and  vein  of  the 

practical  use.    It  would,  indeed,  have  been  .  ^  ?,^  lemorai  artery  ana  vein  oi  me 

in  unprofitable  task  to  have  gone  through  animal"^   (a  dog,  previously  stupified 

them  all,  for  there  are  few  (Leases  which  with  opium)  «  having  been  divided  on 

have  been  explained  by  more  various  and  one  side,  the  continuity  of  the  canal 

opposite  theories  than  madness.     One  fatal  was  re-established  by  the  intervening 

error  has  been,  the  mistaking  the  causes  for  connecting  medium  of  small  cylinders 

the  disease  itself :  it  is  this  that  has  led  to  the  of  ^uill  to  which  the  truncated  extre- 

theory  that  insanity  is  a  disease  of  the  mind ;  mities  of  the  vessels  were  attached,  and 

ft  is  this  which  has  been  the  cause  of  the  through  which  quills  consequently  the 

notion  that    madness  consists  in  a  wrong  blood  passed  in  the  usual  course  of  the 

action  of  the  soul.    Another  theory  of  recent  circulation.    With  the  exception  of  the 

date  would  tend  to  make  the  subject  still  femoral  artery  and  vein,  thus  divided, 

more  complicated :  Leibnitz,  in  his  doctrine  ^nd  reconnected  by  quills,  the  limb  was 

of  "  Pre-estabUshed  Harmony,"  and  Male-  ^^^^^  amputated  from  the  body,  so  that 

branche.  in  that  of  "Occasional  Causes,"  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^le  separated  member  was 

were  bold  enough  to  decide  the  manner  m  deprived  of  all  nerious  connection  with 

which  mmd  acted  upon  matter ;  there  does  ^y  ^    ,          ^              ^.^^  ^^^^  ^.j^^^l^, 

not,  however,  appear  to  be  the  slightest  j^^^"^^' ^y^^^ed  to  continue  through 

reason  for  supposing  that  the  one  does  not  .  ""     ."**  owv/w  v**    _,  .  -      o 

act  directly  u^on  the  other,  and  there  seems  its  mam  vessels.    The  poison  of  upas 

to  be  no  cause  for  beUeving  that  a  iertium  was  then  applied  to  a  wound  m  the 

yiiW,  some  subtle  entity,  is  necessary  to  keep  severed    bmb  ;    which    produced    its 

up  the  mutual  action  of  the  material  upon  the  effects  upon  the  system  after  the  lapse 

immaterial  portion  of  our  being.    To  say  of  the  interval  of  time  usual  under  the 

that    '*  electricity  is    the   connecting    Imk  common  circumstances.'' 
between  mind  and  matter,"  is  to  assume        Thus  we  see  that  the  ccrebro -spinal 

what  has  not  yet  been  proved ;  and  if  we  system  is  not  the  remote  recipient  of 

imagine  that  we  have  advanced  one  step  in  impressions  made  by  poisonous  agents, 
the  cjplanation  of  this  sul^ect,  or  in  our        jf^  then,  the  btvwTL  ^ivA  ^'^VciSiiS.  ^Q'^^^ 
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The  influence  of  the  central  ganglia  The  following  experiments  demon- 
seems  to  be  moderated  or  altered  by  the  strate  the  truth  of  the  above  conclunon, 
lesser  ganglia. — Sec.  35,  36.  as  in  each  instance  the  poison  wai 

It  seems  probable,  from  the  circnm-  applied  to  a  part  upon  which  nerves 

stance  of  a  separate  ganeUon  or  plexus,  m>m  the  sympathetic  alone  ramify,  and 

or  both,  of  the  gangliai  system,  being  its    influence    is    exerted    upon    the 

generally  assi^ed  to  each  important  fibre  of   an  involuntary   muscle,  the 

secreting  or  animalizing  organ,  that  the  irritability  of  which  is  solely  dependent 

centre  or  source  of  vital  influence  does  upon  the  sympathetic  system, 

not   supply    the    whole   vitality    dis-  "  But  a  still  more  strikinj^  ezamj^ 

tributea  by  the  c^anglial  ramifications  of  the  inmiediate  action  or  a  poison 

to  the  individual  organs  or  textures,  upon  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied 

but  that  the  vital  influence  proceeding  was  aflbrded  during  one  of  our  experi- 

from  this  centre  is  reinforced  and  modi-  ments  upon  a  dying  guinea-pig,  by  the 

fied  by  that  which  is  produced  by  the  accidental  contact  of  a  very  minute 

subordinate  ganglia,  so  as  to  give  rise  portion  of  ticunas  with  the  still  living 

(with  the  difference  of  structure)  to  the  intestine.    In  this  case  the  consequence 

specific  difference  of  function  which  was  a  complete  and  instantaneous  sus* 

each  performs. — Sec.  40.  pension  of  the  peristaltic  motion  in  that 

6thly,  The  general  diffusion  of  vital  part  of  the  bowel  to  which  the  poison 

influence.  was  immediately  applied ;    and  in  re- 

The  vital  influence  being  thus  pro-  peating  the  application  of  the  poison 
duced  in  the  centre  of  the  body,  and  to  other  parts  of  the  intestinal  canal  in 
reinforced  and  modified  by  subordinate  the  same  animal,  we  found  precisely 
ganglia  allotted  to  the  individual  organs,  the  same  local  paralysis  was  pro- 
according  to  their  functions,  is  pro-  duced*." 

pagated  alone^  the  distributions  of  the  *'  The  most  unequivocal  instance  I 
system  on  which  it  depends,  and  is  in-  know  of  a  similar  impression  on  in- 
herent throughout  the  whole  body. —  ternal  parts,  is  a  fact  related  by  Dr. 
Sec.  41.  Wilson  Philip  with  regard  to  opium: 

The  remote  action  of  poisons  upon  when  this  poison  was  applied  to  the 

the  sympathetic  system  of  nerves  is  inner  coat  of  the  intestines  of  a  rabbit 

alike  deducible  by  reasoning  and  de-  during  Ufe,  the  muscular  contractions 

monstrable  by  experiment.  of  the  gut  were  immediately  paralysed^ 

As  all  the  organs  of  our  frame  re-  without  the  general  system  oeing  for 

quire    to    be   endowed  with    nervous  some  time  affectedf." 

influence  before    they  can  offer   any  This  brings  us  to  the  consideration 

manifestation  of  action,  and  that  in-  of  the  second  proposition  under  our 

nervation  can  be  derived  but  from  two  immediate  notice :   vis.  the  capability 

sources,  if  it  can  be  shown,  as  I  trust  of  the  organ  remotely  acted  upon  to 

I  have,  that  one  of  those  sources  (the  manifest  its  reception  of  the  impression 

cerebrospinal)  is  not  in  anyway  rtf7iio/tf/y  made  by  poisons  upon  it. 

afi^ted  by  poisons,  and  that  they  pro-  When  the  function  of  a  system  or 

duce  their  effects  under  all  possible  organ  is  to  exert  control  over  others, 

variation  of  circumstances,  as  regards  and  to  endow  them  with  that  innerva- 

these  oi^ns,  as  of  integrity  of  struc-  tion  which  enables  their  structures  to 

ture  and  of  medium  of  communication,  perform  their   proper  functions  in  a 

it  must  follow  as  a  natural  consequence  healthy  manner,  wc  must  look  to  those 

that  it  is  by  the  other  (the  sympathetic  organs  so  endowed  for  manifestations 

system)  that  the  remote  impressions  of  of  derangement  in  the  source  of  the 

poisons  are  received,  and  that  all  the  innervating  power ;   and  if  they  oflfer 

effects  of  those  impressions  manifested  no  organic  change  in  their  structure 

by  distant  organs  must  arise  from  the  suflUcient  to  account  for  the  existing 

connexion  which  exists  between  this  error  in  function,  we  are  entitled  to 

system  and  those  organs,  throu&^h  which  attribute  that  error  to  deviation,  either 

connexion  they  receive  a  modification,  in  kind  or  degree,  from  the  healthy 

cither  in  kind  or  degree,  of  that  influ-  standard  of  the  nervous  influence  which 

ence,  a  healthy  condition  of  which  is 

necessary  to  the  proper  performance  of  .  ^or^^  ,„,,  ^.^jj^^,.  p           ^3^ 

theur  functions.  f  Chmtison  oo  Powons,  p.  a. 
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controls  and  regulates  their  motions,  nerve  being  dependent  for  its  energy* 

And  again,  when  we  see  a  lar^e  num-  in  all  probaoility,  upon  the  grey  matter 

ber  of  organs,  unconnected  with  each  of  the  central  parts  of  this  system, 

other,  but  each  dependent  ujpon  the  becomes,  of  course,  inert  when  sepa- 

same  system  of  nerves  for  the  mflnence  rated  firom  it.    But  no  such  line  of 

which  actuates  them,  simnltaneonsly  demarcation  exists  in  the  ganglionic 

presenting  derangements  in  their  func-  system ;  every  point  of  every  nerve  of 

tions,  witnout  o&ring  any  structural  which  contains  white  and  grey  matter 

change  in  each  as  the  cause  of  that  intimately  interwoven    together,    and 

deviation,  we  must  look  to  the  nervous  may  be    considered,  therefore,    as    a 

centre  which  supplies  them  all  for  the  centre    of    nervous   energy    to   itself 

remote  cause  of  their  various  functionul  (Bichdt)  :  and  it  is  in  this  way  only 

lesions,  and  are  justified  in  attributing  that  it  can  be  explained  how  the  total 

to  it  the  remote  deviation  from  the  removal  of  a  muscle  from  the  rest  of 

normal  state ;  and  also  in  looking  upon  the  body,  which  implies  a  division  as 

the  various  derangements  of  the  organs  well  of  its  blood-vessels  as  of  its  nerves, 

it  supplies  as  the  proximate  effects  of  is  not,  for  some  time,  effctual  in  de- 

that  remote  action,  and  as  arising  from  stroying   its    irritability."      How    far 

their  being  actuated  by  an  abnormal  this  explanation  may  be  anatomically 

controlling  power.  correct  I  am  not  capable  of  deciding ; 

Now,  as  all  the  or^ns  which  are  but  the  facts  which  it  is  put  forward 

subservient  to  the  maintenance  of  or-  to  elucidate  are   perfectly  known    to 

ganic  life  are  under  the  control  of  the  every  surgeon ;  as,   for  instance,  the 

great  sympathetic  system  of  nerves,  re-union  of  parts  which  have  been  en- 

when  any  material  deviation  in  their  tirely  separated  from  the  system.    This 

action  from  its  normal  condition  occurs,  accounts  for  an  independent  local  action 

not  the  effect  of  structural  change,  it  of  the  great  sympatnetic  system, 

must,  I  contend,  be  attributed  to  devia-  It  has  also  a  general  action.    That  it 

tion  from  the  healthy  standard  of  that  is  capable  of  exerting  a  power  over  all 

nervous  influence ;  and  we  must  attri-  the  organs  to  which  it  is  distributed  is 

bute  to  the  system  generating  it  the  undoubted,  but  that  the  derangement 

remote  cause  of  the  proximate  derange-  in  each  individual  organ  should    be 

ment  of  function.    1  shall  now  proceed  different  in  kind,  though  similar  in 

to  show  that  the  remote  action  of  poi-  degree,  seems  difficult  to  comprehend 

sons  is  upon  the  great  sympathetic,  and  at  first  sight ;  yet  if  we  remember  that 

their  effects    arc    produced   in    strict  difference  of  structure,  thou|;h  actuated 

accordance   with    the    laws    of    that  by  the  same  innervating  principle,  and 

system.  acting  upon  the  same  fluid,  the  blood, 

The  sympathetic  system  is  affected  produces  difference  in  its  secretions, 

both /oca//y  and  ^enera//y.  the  apparent  anomaly  disappears.    The 

Each  part  of  our  frame  seems  to  following  passage  from  the  same  work 

possess  the  power,  to  a  certain  extent,  as  the  preceding  seems  to  offer  a  very 

of  generating  organic  nervous  influence  satisfactory  physical   reason    for  it*. 

by  means  of  the  action  of  its  paren-  '*  The  last  circumstance  to  be  mentioned, 

chyma,  endowed  with  sufidcient  vitalit  v,  as  tending  to  the  conclusion  that  the  gan- 

actinc;  upon  healthy  arterial   blood;  glionicsystemof  nerves  is  the  immemate 

and  this  power  is  not  entirely  destroyed,  seat  of  irritability,  is  that  of  the  nerves 

though  It  is  certainly  diminished,  by  of  this  system,  while  they,  are  of  a 

separation  of  the  part  from  its  con-  similar  form,  colour,  and  consistence, 

tinuity  with  the  centre  of  the  great  when  distributed  on  parts  the  irrita- 

sympathetic  system.     The  reason  for  bility  of  which  is  of  the  same  character 

this  IS  thus  described  by  the  late  Dr.  — that  is  to  say,  which  are  liable  to  be 

Fletcher*: — "But  it  is  probable  that  excited  in  the  same  manner  by  the  same 

no  impediment  whatever  is  offered  to  stimuli— being  quite  dissimilar  in  all 

the  function  of  a  ganglionic  nerve  by  these  respects  when  they  supply  parts 

such  a  division  as  would  entirely  para-  the  irritabilitv  of  which  is  different, 

lyse  one  from  the  cerebro-spinal  sys-  Thus,  while  the  filaments  going  from 

tem.     Such  is  the  case  with  the  latter,  the  ganglions  to  the  sevenu  voluntary 

only  because  the  white  matter  of  the  muscles,  all  of  which  have  one  general 

*  Rndimeuts  of  Physiology :  by  Dr.  Fletcher,  . ^^ 

p.74.  *P«ge86. 
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character  of  irritability,  are  said    to  flions  of  so  powerful  a  natnre  m  that 

display  the  same  general  aspect  and  they  are    propagated   to   the   oentnd 

physical  properties,  those  which  proceed  ganglia,  and  there  act  npon  it  in  sudi 

nrom  the  ceeuac  ganglion,  for  example,  a  manner  as  to  modify  the  infloenee 

respectively  to  the  stomach,  liver,  and  transmitted  thence  to  all  its  related 

other  organs,  (each  of  which  has  a  cha-  organs  and  structures;  that  modification 

racter  of  irritability,  however,  to  itself)  varying  from  the  very  slightest  altera- 

have   these  properties  very  distinct ;  tion  to  extreme  excitement  or  complete 

those  sent  to  the  stomach  being  coni«  extinction. 

cal,  white,  and  firm ;  those  to  the  liver,        Having  stated  u];>on  what  tiaane  the 
cylindrical,  red,  and  soft ;   and  similar  remote  effects  of  poisons  are  exerted, 
differences  manifesting  themselves  be-  and  in  what  manner  that  tisane  may  be 
tween  the  filaments  respectively  of  the  affected,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  notice 
splenic,  mesenteric,  hypogastric,  and  the  action  of  poisons  upon  the  blood; 
other  plexuses.  (Lobstem).    This  re-  a  point  more  conveniently  diacoased 
markable  coincidence,  then,  if  gene-  here  than  previously, 
rally  admitted,  of  certain  modificntions        Wedemeyer*s   and  Marshall   Hall's 
of  a  common  faculty,  as  displayed  by  experiments,  in  each    of  which    tfic 
different    organs,    and    corresponding  8t)inal  cord  was  divided,  and  one  of 
modifications  of  a  common  system  of  tne  hind  extremities  inoculated,  in  one 
nerves,  as  distributed  to  these  different  instance,  with  hydrocyanic  acid,  and 
organs,  seems  to  be  a  strong  testimony  in   the  other  with  strychnia,  and  in 
in   favour  of    the   doctrine  that  this  which  the  muscles  supplied  by  nerves 
gcnenil    system    of  nerves    ministers  given  off   from  the  cord    above    the 
directly   to    the    general    faculty    in  section  were  influenced  by  the  poiaon, 
question."  as  well  as  those   below,  have  conn- 
In  conformity  with  these  laws  of  the  tenanccd  the  supposition  that  the  pot- 
great  sympathetic  systems,  poisons  act  son  was  absorbea,  and,  being  carried 
remotely  upon  it  botn  focfl//y  and  ^ewf-  inio  the  circulation,  would  be  equally 
railv,  applied  to  the  upper  as  well  as   the 
Trie  examples  of  a  local  action  of  lower  part  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  so 
poison  have  been   given  in  the   two  stimulate  each'  to  tne  production   of 
experiments  nuoted  from  Morgan  and  the  tetanic  affection  in   the    muscles 
Aadison,and  Wilson  Philip,  and  others  they  supplied.    But  this  theory,  vis. 
will  present  themselves  to  the  minds  of  that  these  actions  were  the  consequence 
every  one  of  my  readers.     I  need  not,  of  the  immediate  application   of  the 
therefore,  adduce  others.    The  poison,  poison  to  the  spinal  cord  by  means  of 
in  producing  only  a  local  action,  seems  its   absorption    and    general  diffusion 
to  oe  applied  in  such  a  quantity,  or  through  the  blood,  is  open  to  the  follow- 
upon  sucn  a  surface,  that  but  a  very  ing  objections: — 
small  quantity  is  capable  of  acting  at        Ist,  If  this  position  were  correct,  then 
the  same  time;  so  tnat  the  effect  of  the  should  the  action  of  the  poison  upon 
impression  of  the  particles  first  acting  the  lower  portion  of  the  spinal  cord 
partly    subsides    before   those    acting  be  simultaneous  with  that  upon  the 
later  are  capable    of  effecting   their  upper :   yet  in  Dr.  Hall's  experiment 
impression ;  or  if  all  the  particles  ap-  an  interval  of  thirty  minutes  intervened 
plied  do  act  at  once,  then  the  impres-  between  the  appearance  of  the  spasms 
sionthey  create  is  of  so  slight  a  nature,  in    the    an  tenor  extremities  and  the 
as  not,  shotdd  it  be  felt  by  the  central  hind  ones.    2dly.  We  have  seen  that 
portions  of  the  system,  to  l)e  able  to  act  neither  the  brain  or  spinal  cord  are  in 
iipon  it  so  as  to  cause  the  impulse  the  slightest  degree  affected  when  a 
they  communicate  to  modify  the  ner-  poison  is  directly  applied  to  their  sub- 
vous  influence  thence  proceeding  in  stance.    And,  3dly,  Because  the  8ymp« 
such  a  degree  as  to  cause  the  other  toms  are  more  probably  produced  by 
organs  supplied  by  it  to  evince  derange-  the  impression  of  the  poison    being 
ment  in  tne  performance  of  their  func-  remotrly  exerted  upon  the  great  sym- 
-tions  ;   while  a  general  action  is  the  pathetic,  there  inducing  a  modification 
effect  of  a  poison  applied  in  such  a  of  the  influence  transmitted  from  it  to 
form,  and  in  a  sufficient  qnantity,  upon  the  spinal  cord  through  those  fibrillos 
such  a  surface  as^  to  create  ui)on  the  which  pass  to  it  from  the  sympathetic 
organic  nerves  in  its  substance  impres-  to  the  intervertebral  foramina ;  the  in« 
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terval  between  the  occurrence  of  the  remotely  afTecting  the  source  of  irrir 

tetanic  symptoms  in  the  opposite  ex-  tability  in  the  muscular  fibres,  destro^r* 

tremities  being  produced  by  the  lower  ing  it  in  the  hand,  and  diminishing  it 

portion  of  the  spinal  cord  having  its  in  the  fore-arm,  and  not  by  actings  upon 

structure  injured,  and  its  cerebral  influ-  the   spine,  for  the  act  of  volition  is 

ence  cut  on  by  means  of  the  section.  obeyed  by  those  muscles  which  still 

In  these  cases  of  poisoning,  the  teta-  retain  their  irritability,  as  may  be  seen 

nus  was  the  ftroximate  affection  of  the  in  the   slight   remains    of  voluntary 

spinal  cord,  the  effect  of  the  remote  motion  in  the  wrist,  which  irritability 

action  of  the  great  sympathetic  system  is  the  result  of  the  local  action  of  an 

upon  it,  and  not  the  remote  effect  itself,  influence  ps^rtly  derived  from  the  cen- 

That  poisons  are  absorbed  into  the  tral  ganglia  of  the  sympathetic,  and 
circulation  of  the  blood  by  veins,  I  partly  generated  in  the  muscular  fibre 
think  few  who  have  paid  any  attention  by  tne  action  of  the  former  upon 
to  the  subject  will  deny ;  certtdnly,  I  healthy  arterial,  by  means  of  the  mus- 
am  not  among  that  number:  but  I  can-  cular  parenchyma.  Such  a  local  pa- 
not  agree  with  Mr.  Blake*  that  they  ralysis  would  not  result  if  it  were 
act  by  being  allowed  to  enter  the  circu-  caused  by  the  lead  being  absorbed  by 
lation,  and  by  being  directly  applied  the  veins  then  passing  into  the  arteriid 
to  the  tissue  the  functions  of  which  are  system,  and  so  being  conveyed  by  it  to 
affected.  Whenever  a  poison  is  ab-  the  muscles  of  the  hand  and  fore-arm ; 
sorbed,  if  it  be  from  the  periphery  fur  if  it  were,  then  should  the  muscles 
of  the  body,  then  it  is  taken  by  the  of  the  latter  be  as  completely  affected 
veins  directly  into  the  ri^ht  side  of  the  as  those  of  the  hand,  wnich  is  not  the 
hearty  and  thence  passes  into  the  lun^ :  case ;  and  also,  all  the  other  voluntary 
or  if  it  be  absorbed  by  the  portal  veins,  muscles  in  the  body  should  be  para- 
it  passes  directly  into  the  liver :  in  the  lysed,  which  they  are  not,  though  the 
ultimate  divisions  of  each  of  these  constant  presence  of  the  blue  line  in 
viscera  the  most  important  changes  are  the  gums  in  these  cases  fairly  shows 
effected  in  its  constitution.  In  order  that  the  lead  is  absorbed,  has  been 
that  these  alterations  may  be  effected,  taken  into  the  arterial  system,  and 
the  acini  of  the  liver  and  the  bronchial  has  been  deposited  from  it.  Nor  can  the 
vesicles  of  the  lung  are  largely  endowed  remote  action  be  upon  the  elements  of 
with  organic  nerves  from  the  plexuses  the  blood.  This  fluid,  being  possessed 
and  ganglia  appropriated  to  each  of  of  vital  as  well  as  material  properties, 
these  structures ;  and  it  is  upon  these  a  natural  condition  of  each  of  which  is 
nerves  there  expanded  that  the  primary  necessary  to  its  full  action  in  the  sys- 
impressions  of  poisons  are  maae  when  tem,  can  be  affected  either  as  to  its 
they  are  absorbed,  and  not  by  being  vitality  or  as  to  its  material  constitution, 
carried  by  the  arterial  circulation  into  If  a  poison  act  upon  the  blood,  destroy- 
the  various  organs  whose  functions  are  ing  its  vitality,  without  affecting  any 
proximately  affected.  previous  change  in  its  chemical  pro- 

The  phenomena  attendant  upon  the  perties,  and  that  vitality  be  derived 

absorption  of  white  lead  confirm  this  from  the  action  of  the  organic  nervous 

view.    Those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  influence,  then  I  infer  that  its  action 

working  in  it,  if  they  use  the  necessary  is  remotely  exerted  upon  the  source  of 

precautions,  do  not  suffer  from  the  para-  that  influence.  But  if  the  composition  of 

lysis  it  othewise  induces,  but  if  they  do  the  blood  be  altered  by  the  poison,  then, 

not,  the  lead  passes  through  the  cuticle  also,  I  contend  that  the  action  is  pre- 

and  becomes  absorbed.  Now  the  paraly-  viously  upon  the  source  of  its  vitality, 

sis  thus  produced  is  entirely  a  local  one,  for  the  first  law  of  life  is,  '^  that  it  pre- 

and  seems  to  be  caused  by  the  lead  serves  inaterial  particles  in  such  chemi- 

acting  upon  the  nervous  influence  gene-  cal  relations  as  to  prevent  other  chemi- 

rated  in  the  part  itself  to  which  it  is  cal  relations  from  inducing  disorganiza- 

applied,  it  being  greatest  in  the  muscles  tion."    Thus,  if  a  poison  act  upon  the 

which  produce  the  lesser  movements  oif  blood  so  as  to  induce  any  chemical 

the  fingers,  and  less  so  in  those  which  alteration  in  the  relation  of  its  particles, 

move  the  hand  upon  the  fore-arm.    The  that  very  alteration  necessarily  implies 

action  of  the  lead  in  this  instance  is  by  a  previous  alteration  in  the  kind  or 

#  iMi«K«r^i.  vt^  «nH  «»>«■   i^»>..  ^^1  »«  dcgrcc  of  thc  ucrvous  influence  which 

^  •^Idinbursh  Med.  and  Sur^.  Joum.  vol.  im.  ^^^^^^3  ^^^^^  ^^^   ^^^   ^^^^  ^^ 

813. — XXXII.  ^^'^ 


tBd    DR.  It.  LEE  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PHACTICE  OP  MIDWIFBKV. 


niptDrclbemeinbriuieB,  tighten 

id  bring  duwn  the  lower  ex - 

I   tnmiliM,  md  deliver  the  vllild  m  the  miiu. 

ner  Blmdjr  dcMsribcil  wbrn  tlie  nitea  prnent , 

Jlo  good  can  in  npy  ciK  he  producul  b; 

■llovriug  the  rhild  to  remain    lungEr  m  llie 

■'    [J  an  hour  nKer  the  birth  of  the 

ublrr  or  raperinr  eitrcoilty  of  Ibo 
Mcantl  child  |irescnU,  prucecd  immediDteir 
10  perroroi  the  operaliou  of  tiiraiDg,  whiefa 
is  MBf  and  sate  both  fur  tlte  mother  anil 
^lild.  if  yoa  ptM  up  thi:  bnad  into  the 
Dtenu,  before  the  mrmbnuiH  are  ruptured. 
In  Iwin  aaa,  where  the  head  of  the  le- 
Muil  child  preienti.  appljr  Ilitf  bindfr,  rup- 
F  Jang  the  mEmbmiies,  itnil  the  uterui  orill 
robtbJ/  contract  njiou  the  cbtid  and  expel 


it  witliout  any  artificial ■lustsnce.  If,Iiini 
eier,  the  labour  has  btffin  very  pratn 
and  there  is  gn'ot  eihuDition,  and  ■ 
risk  leet  the  naturnl  powere  should  bete 
lident  for  the  drliyery  of  Ibo  te  ~^  ""' 
am  dispoaeil  to  Ihiak,  ns  the 
tumuig  is  BO  eneily  ■ccoiopUiiied.  ' 
would  be  hcttei  Bt  ooce  to  have  recootve  tt 
it,  than  to  trust  to  the  forceps  it  Au  " 
assistance  sbould  be  required.  At  all  m 
it  ia  inrariablf  necesHiu-f  to  mptDre  t. 
■econd  aet  of  memhranrf,  if  you  drtormiiid 
to  leare  the  expalaioo  of  the  acciind  c*  "^ 

four  hours  or  longer  ijuietceat  if  llu>  I 
not   doae.       After    the    delivery     uf    bottk^ 
childreu.    alwaya    reuiiniibvr 
uteriue  hemorrhage. 
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THEORY  &  MEDICAL  TREATMENT 
or  INSANITY, 

DeUvered  at  84.  Luie't  Hotpkttl, 
May  ist,  3d,  and  5th. 

By  Albxandbr  Jobn  Suthbrlano. 


Lbcturb  III. — (concluded.) 

<tf  Narvotiets  use  and  abtue  of  opium, 
—  Sedativet,  —  Hydrocyanic  acid.  — ■ 
Digitalis.  ^Diuretics,  —  Tonics.  —  JU- 
neral  tonics-  —  Qf  blood-letting ^  Isschis, 
cupping. — Counter'irritants. — Setons.'^ 
Baths. — Antispasmodics. — Conclusion, 

Narcotics  are  placed  by  some  in  the  first 
rank  of  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  mad- 
ness. Much  difference  of  opinion  exists  as 
to  the  propriety  of  prescribing  them. 
Esquiiol  says,  '*that  these  are  rather  in- 
jurious than  usefaly  especially  if  there  be 
C*  (Uiora,  or  congestion  about  the  head, 
ng  since,  Valralva  and  Morgagni  pro- 
scribed opiates,  and  daily  experience  con- 
firms the  opinion  of  these  great  masters. 
Diet,  employment,  exercise,  are  the  true 
rcm^ies  for  sleeplessness;  tepid  or  cold 
baths  induce  sleep,  and  are  truly  efficacious, 
and  no  bad  results  eyer  follow^  their  use." 

Some  authors  and  practical  men  of  the 
present  day  join  with  M.  Esquirol's  opi- 
nion upon  this  subject.  Dr.  Cox  consi- 
der^ that  opium  produced  no  permanent 
effect  upon  the  insane. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  find  medical  men 
of  great  experience  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease,  who  prescribe  it  in  large  doses,  and 
some,  too,  who  think  it  possesses  in  these 
complaints  virtues  almost  of  a  specific 
nature.  Dr.  Halloran,  as  quoted  by  Crow- 
ther,  speaks  of  certain  cases  where  sleep 
had  been  a  stranger  for  48  hours  in  suc- 
cession, and  where  he  had  no  doubt,  but 
for  the  intervention  of  an  opiate  to  the  ex- 
tent of  240  drops  of  the  tincture  of  opium, 
at  three  short  intervals,  no  rest  could  have 
been  procured :  he  goes  on  to  state  that 
sleep  approadiing  to  apoplexy  had  been  ob- 
tained in  consequence,  for  nearly  24  hours, 
and  that  it  was  evidently  the  means  of 
effecting  an  entire  and  lasting  return  of  the 
mental  faculty."  Crowther  says,  the  same 
effect  ?ras  produced  in  the  cases  in  which  he 
employed  it.  His  patients  were  relieved 
from  insanity  after  waking  out  of  a  long  and 
sound  sleep.  The  same  effect  has  been 
stated  to  me  to  have  been  produced  in  some 
cases  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Phillips,  at  the 
White  House,  Bethnal  Green.  Dr.  Ogle 
and  Mr.  Wintiei  of  the  Oxford  Asylum,  are 


likewise  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  large 
doses  of  these  medicines,  which  have  also 
found  an  able  advocate  in  Dr.  Seymour  for 
th^ir  employment.  What  is  to  be  said, 
when  we  find  such  difference  of  opinion 
'araoDig  practical  men  ?  M.  Foville  has  truly 
'taid,  that  the  particular  cases  of  insanity  in 
which  narcotics  are  useful  have  not  been 
clearly  pointed  out.  My  own  experience 
would  lead  me  to  the  conclusion,  that  opiates 
are  of  essential  service  in  those  cases  of 
insanity  which  border  closely  upon  delirium 
tremens ;  in  cases  of  puerperal  mania ;  in 
the  first  breaking  out  of  an  attack  of  mad- 
ness, before  congestion  has  taken  place ;  in 
cases  where  there  is  great  nervous  irrita- 
bility, from  poverty  of  blood  ;  and  in  cases 
of  cachexia  from  starvation,  and  other 
causes:  they  are  contndndicatcd  wherever 
there  is  the  least  sign  of  general  paralysis  or 
congestion  about  the  head.  Prescribed  indis- 
criminately, or  not  in  pA>per  doses,  narcotics 
do  more  harm  than  good ;  they  keep  up 
irritation,  and  add  to  the  excitement,  instead 
of  allaying  it.  I  have  seen  sometimes  a  very 
simple  case  converted  into  a  very  compli- 
cated one  by  the  excessive  use  of  narcotics. 
There  is  an  idiosyncrasy,  as  every  one  knows, 
in  some  constitutions  which  does  not  admit  of 
the  exhibition  of  narcotics,  especially  mor- 
phia, even  in  the  Smallest  dose :  -^th  of  a 
grain  will  sometimes  produce  such  incessant 
vomiting  as  to  endanger  the  life  of  the  pa- 
tient. Great  care  also  should  be  taken,  even 
when  the  use  of  opiates  is  indicated,  not  to 
continue  them  too  long,  for  if  narcotization 
is  produced,  much  harm  will  follow  :  the 
evacuations  are  hard  and  black  ;  the  irrita- 
tion is  extreme. . 

It  must  not  be  thought  that  opium  and 
morphia  are  entirely  to  supersede  other 
narcotics ;  there  are  others,  as  hyoscyamus 
and  conium,  which  are  equally  serviceable  in 
the  treatment  of  insanity.  I  am  often  in 
the  habit  of  prescribing  the  hyoscyamus  ;  I 
find  that  it  agrees  better  with  the  stomach, 
and  it  does  not  constipate  the  bowels :  in 
fact,  we  know  from  experience  that  it  has 
an  opposite  tendency,  and  it  likewise  in- 
creases the  secretion  of  the  kidneys  and  of 
the  skin.  Combined  with  the  potassio-tar- 
trate  of  antimony  it  is  serviceable  in  the 
paroxysms  of  furor ;  considerable  lassitude 
is  apt  to  follow  when  a  draught  containing 
3j.  of  the  tinct.  of  the  former,  with  gr.  \  of 
the  latter,  is  administered.  This,  in  some 
cases,  is  of  course  not  to  be  desired. 

Combined  with  camphor,  opium  allays 
the  irritability  of  those  suffering  under  mad- 
ness, either  combined  with  some  degree  of 
delirium  tremens,  or  preceded  by  it. 

Conium  hss  high  antiquity  to  recommend 
it,  and  is  useful  both  given  aloue  or  in  com- 
bination with  hyoscyamus  and  opium.  The 
boasted  effects  of  camphor  have  not  been 
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which,  did  it  remain  unimpaired,  would  extremities  become  quickly  cold;  the 

effectually  have  prevented  any  change,  muscles  are  flaccid ;  the  joints  pliable ; 

Affirmmg  that  the  great  sympathetic  and  in  some  instances  the  sptiincten 

system  is  the  tissue   remotely  acted  relaxed.    If  the  powers  of  life  be  not 

upon  by  poisons,  I  will  now  proceed  to  rallied  at  this  time,  all  these  pheno- 

strengthen  this  position  by  shewing  the  mena  increase,  until  the  action  of  the 

very  close  similarity  which  exists  be-  heart  and  respiration  entirely  cease." 

tween  the  effects  of  direct  injury  upon  Life  is  also  extinguished  in  each  of 

the  former,  and  the  symptoms  produced  these  two  ways  through  the  action  of 

by  poisons.  some  kinds  of  poisons.    Magendie,  de- 

The  consequences  of  direct  injury  scribin&r  the  action  of  hydrocyanic  acid, 

cither  upon  a  ganglion  of  the  great  resembled  it  to  the  effect  of  a  common 

sympathetic  system,  or  a   part  very  shot,  or  thunder-bolt;  he  found  thai 

largely  endowed  with  nerves  from  it,  one  drop  of  pure  hydrocyanic  acid, 

may  be  thus  divided : —  placed  on  the  tongue  of  the  most  vigor 

1st,  Sudden  and  immediate  death.  rous  dog,  causes  it  to  fall  dead  after  two 

2d,  Gradual   sinking   of   the    vital  or  three  hurried  respirations ;  and  that 

powers.  if  the  nose  of  a  rabbit  be  introduced 

3d,  Death  after  reaction  from  lesion  into  a  receiver  filled  with  hydrocyanic 

of  any  organ  the  healthy  performance  vapour,  the    animal    drops   dead    tn- 

of  whose  function  is  necessary  to  the  stantly\    Sir  B.  Brodie  applied  the 

continuance  of  life.  essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds  to  the 

The  two  first  of  these  modes  of  death  tongue  of  a  cat,  in  consequence  of  which 

merge  into  each  other.    I  shall  there-  the  life  of  the  animal  was  instantly 

fore  consider  them  to^^ther.  destroyed.    Dr.  Christison  says  he  has 

Sudden  and  immediate  death  follows  killed  an  animal  outright  in  four  seconds: 

blows  upon  the  epigastrium,  or  over  and  that  Pelleder  and  Caventou  found 

any  of  the  lesser  ganglia,  where  they  strychnia  begin  to  act  in  fifteen  seconds, 

are  so  situated  as  to  be  liable  to  com-  It  is  recordedf,  that  at  the  time  the 

pression — as,  for  instance,  the  middle  plague  was  raging  at  Marseilles  "  the 

cervical    ganglion.     Death  from    the  men  who  were  employed  by  the  mer- 

former   injury  is,   unfortunately,  not  chants  to  carry  the  infected  goods  from 

uncommon,  two  cases   having   fallen  the  ships  to  the  warehouses  fell  down 

under  my  own  observation ;  and  of  the  and  suddenly  expired,  from  the  first 

Jatter  a  very  melancholy  instance  oc-  impression  made  upon  the  system  by 

curred,  towards  the  close  of  the  last  the  effluvia  arising  from  the  burdens 

year,  in  Ireland.    Two  medical  gentle-  which    they  were    carrying."     Death 

men,  one  of  whom  had  lately  returned  without  reaction  follows  the  bite  of  the 

from  India,  were   taking   soda-water  rattlesnake,  and  ticunas;  inoculation 

with  each  other ;  one  of  them,  while  with   the  woorara,  woorali,  and    the 

loosening  the  cork  of  one  of  the  bottles,  upas    poisons  ;     after    poisoning    by 

held  it  in  such  a  direction  as  that  when  tobacco,  oxalic  acid,  and  others.    In 

the  wires  were  cut  the  cork  was  driven  both  these  instances  of  death  following 

with  force  against  his  friend,  striking  injury  or  poisoning,  the  symntoms  are 

him  violently  on  the  neck,  and  causing  the  same ;  those  following  the  action 

almost  an  immediate  death.  of  poisons   being,  according    to    Dr. 

When  parts  largely  supplied  with  Chnstison, ''  deadly  paleness ;  extreme 
nerves  from  the  sympathebc  system,  as  prostration  of  strength ;  feeble,  irregn- 
the  testicles  and  kidneys,  are  suddenly  Uir,  and  depressed  pulse ;  mortal  faint- 
anil  violently  injured,  death  takes  place  inc^  and  coldness  of  the  extremities." 
without  any  of  the  signs  of  reaction  an-  The  third  mode  of  death,  from  the 
pearing.  The  symptoms  which  preceoe  proximate  disease  of  some  important 
It  are  thus  descnbea  by  Dr.  Copland : —  organ,  resulting  from  the  remote  action 
''paleness;  entire  loss  of  muscular  of  poisons  upon  the  sympathetic,  is 
power ;  a  most  distressing  death-like  also  common  to  them  and  to  injuries, 
sensation ;  coldness  of  the  skin,  which  Regarding  the  possibility  of  the  occur- 
is  damp  and  pale ;  slow  and  feeble  rence  of  a  chain  of  action  necessary  to 
respiration ;  pulse  feeble,  slow,  irrrgo-  its  production,  it  may,  perhaps,  be 
lar,  intermittmg,  scarcely  to  be  felt ;  questioned,  how  is  it  possible  for  any 

the  eyes  are  fixed;    the  countenance       i^chrUtiion ~ 

collapsed ;  lips  pale ;   the  surface  and  t  Morgmn  a^d  Addiwn's  Essay,  p.  29. 
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asent,  not  n  poison,  applied  to  any  part  Having,  I  trust,  satisfactorily  shewn 

of  the  body,  to  indnee  symptoms  of  that  death  or  disease  may  follow  im- 

disease    or    deran^ment   in    distant  pressions  made  upon  the  great  sympa- 

organsP    To  this  it  may  be  replied,  thetic  system,  and  that  the  mode  in 

that  as  the  impressions  of  these  agents  which  the  former  occurs,  and  the  symp- 

are  received  remotely  by  a  system  of  toms  which  characterise  the  latter,  are 

nerves  common  to  every  part  of  the  not  essentially  different  from  those  pro- 

fraxne,  there  need  be  no  difiiculty  in  duced  by  the  remote  action  of  poisons, 

anenting  to  this  pTO][)Osition,  which  has  I  am  compelled  to  believe  that  action 

been,  in  feet,  recognised  in  pathology  is  upon  the  great  sympathetic  system 

from  the  infancy  of  medicine.    It  is  of  nerves. 

through  their  mutual  connexion  with  The  full  comprehension  of  this  most 

the   ^reat    sympathetic    system    that  interesting  subject  is  not  to  be  attained 

injones  of    the    head,  or  testes,   in-  until   the   manner  in  which  circum- 

dace  sickness   or  other  dcran^ment  stances  affect  Ihc  production  of  the 

of  the  stomach :  that  urticaria  follows  effects  of  poisons,  such  as,  for  instance, 

the  ingestion  of  improper  food  into  the  age,  sex,  idiosyncrasy,  states  of  nervous 

same  viscus :    that  the  mammcc    are  and  vascular  system,  dose,  &c.    To  the 

enlarged   before  the   catamcnial  dis-  elucidation  of  these  influences  I  shall 

charge :  the  manifestations  of  mind  arc  devote  another  i)aper. 

affected  by  the  state  of  the  alimentary    

canal :  that  the  functions  of  the  spin  id 

cord  are   affected  when    convulsions  contributioxs 

result  from  the  presence  of  indigestible  to 

aliment  or  worms  in  the  primas  vioe  :  ANATOMY  AND   PHYSIOLOGY, 

tliat   ascarides   induce    cough ;     that  iiirr»rinoir 

hemorrhoids  are  at  times  accompanied  ^^  Robert  Knox,  M.D.  F.R.S.E. 

with  Ireanent   and  forcible  efforts   at  I^*«»*er  on  Anatomy  nnd  Pliysiolognr,  and  Cor- 

y^  "fS"^"\  ^**  lorciuie  ciroris   ai  rcspondin/C  Member  of  the  French  Academy  of 

mictnntion.    In  the  same  conformity  Medicine. 

with  this  principle  of  proximate  de-  [Continued  from  p.  4C7.] 

rangement  of  function  in  distant  organs,  

dep^ding  upon  the  remote  action  of  a  q^^  ,^„^^  Varieties  in  Human  Slrtic^ 

oentral    common    influence,    we     see  ^         ^^^  Remarks  on  the  Doctrine 

tobacco    producing    pallor,    sickness,  ^y ..  ^j^^^    ^y^^^  Oraanizatiou." 

raaution  of  muscular  fibre,  syncope,  "^             ^  '' 

and  irregularity  in,  or  cessation  of,  the  Osseous  systcm.^The  cranium. 

heart'!   action :    cantharides,    though  A  few  yctirs  ago,  there  was  reported 

Applied  to  the  skin,  inducing  stran-  in  a  weekly  journal,  but  vcrv  briefly, 

frdary,  or  stimulating  the  spinal  cord  to  the  case  of  a  lal)ouring  man,  wlio  falling 

uieprodaction  of  convulsions :  opium  from  a   scaffolding,   or   having  been 

exciting  the  cerebro-spinal  system  to  accidentally  knocked   down  in  some 

increaied  activity,  while,  at  the  same  way  or  other,  was  carried  senseless  and 

time^  it  deranges  the  liver    and   the  motionless   into    one    of  the    largest 

•tomach :  strycnnia  acting  as  tonic  to  metrox)olitan    hospitals.     The    distin- 

the  itomach,  and  producing  twitching  guished  surgeon  into  whose  hands  this 

In  the  Tolnntary  muscular  fibres :  ox-  patient   came    having    examined  his 

alie  acid  inducing  coma,  sudden  death  head  carefully,  discovered  on  its  surface 

hf  paralyBis  of  the  heart,  or  tetanic  a  remarkable  depression,  and  assuming 

^aams;  and  by  its  action  upon  this  this  to  be  the  probable  cause  of  the  loss 

common   centre   it    is    that    arsenic,  of  sense  and  motion,  he  proposed  the 

wherever   applied,    so   often    induces  application  of  the  trephine  as  the  most 

vbtauting,  wmle  it  can  produce,  also,  appropriate  remedy.     But,  fortunately 

jnflammatioh  "in  the  throat,  gullet,  for  the  patient  and  for  the  surgeon, 

atomach,    and   intestines,    the  lining  the  patient's  wife  appeared  in  the  hos- 

memfarane  of  the  nostrils  and  eyelids,  pital,  and  the  nature  of  the  operation, 

the  bladder,  vagina,  and  kidneys,"  and  yjith  the  reasons  for  operating,  having 

liable  to  act  upon  the  brain,  the  heart,  been  explained  to  her,  she  objected  to 

and  InnffB :  evidences  of  every  one  of  its  being  proceeded  with  on  the  follow- 

these  e&cts  being,  at  times,  found  in  ing  very  suflicient  grounds :  viz.  that 

tfac  tame  person*. ever  since  she  became  acquainted  with 

;                 «  chriitiaon.  *ier  husband,  the  patient,  liis  head  had 


600  DR.  KNOX'S  CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  ANATOMY  AND  PHYSIOLOGY. 

always  presented  that  identical  depres-  by  a  greater  elevation  of  the  former 

eion,  and  therefore— but  I  may  leave  Of  at  least  a  hundred  crania  in  the 

her  conclusions  (with  which  the  sur-  museum,  there  is  not  one  showing  Uiis 

geon  agreed)  to  every  sound  reasoner.  variety  in  its  form,  at  least  to  any  ex- 

The  patient,  if  I  remember  right,  re-  tent  j  and  a  specimen  exhibited  by  Dr. 

covered  without   the  performance    of  J.  A.  Robertson  to  the  Anatomical  and 

any    operation.      Now,    I    had    seen  Physiological  Society  was  the  first  I 

similar  cases  before,  or  at  least  some  had  an  opportunity  of  carefully  examin- 

very  puzzling  appearances  on  the  sur-  ing.    Wnat  made  this  case  peculiarly 

face  of  the  cranium  in  persons  other-  interesting  was  its  occurrence  in  a  per- 

wise  quite  well,  and  great  difficulties  son  who  had  met  with  a  severe  injury 

have  occasionally  arisen  as  to  how  the  to  the  head,  which  ultimately  proved 

surgeon  ought  to  act ;  but  I  am  not  fatal.     The  seeming  depression  close  to 

?[uite  sure  that  anatomy  can  always  the  fronto-parietal  suture  was  so  great 

iirnish  him  with  the  means  for  arriving  as  nearly  to  induce  the  attending  sur- 

at  a  sound  judgment:  in  two  circum-  geons  to  apply  the  trephine;   but  the 

stances,  however,  I  think  it  may  assist  death  of  the  iK?rson  taking  place  very 

in  the  aniving  at  a  correct  diagnosis  ;  soon  after  enabled  the  medical  attendant 

the  first  great  object  of  the  surgeon  no  to  discover  the  very  serious  error  into 

less  than  of  the  physician.    An  incision,  which  he  must  have  fallen  had  he  per- 

as  an  exploratory  step,  made   in    the  sisted  in  his  intention  of  trephining: 

scalp  so  as  to  expose  tlie  cranium,  may  the  real  seat  of  injury  was  through  the 

appear  to  many  by  no  means  a  formida-  base  of  the  skull,  with  fatal  effusion  of 

ble  operation,  and  this  undoubtedly  is  blood,  altogether  beyond  the  reach  of 

true ;  but  neither  is  the  extirpating  a  the  operator. 

trifling  corn  on  the  toes  an  important  Before  adverting  to  other  yarieties 

matter,  and  yet  an  estimable  lady  lost  in  form  met  with  on  the  surface  of  the 

her  life  a  few  days  ago  in  the  hands  of  cranium,  1  may  briefly  notice  the  Ger- 

a  distinguished  professor  of  surgery  in  man  transcendental  theory,  which  en- 

this  place,  in  consequence  of  submitting  deavours  to  explain  these  varieties,  to 

to  so  very  simple  an  operation.  reduce  them  to  a  law,  the  law  of  "  de- 

If  a  considerable  number  of  crania  formation,''  and  to  bring  them  within 

be  examined  (I  mean  of  crania  as  they  the  range  of  the  philosophy  of  animal 

are   preserved  in  museums)  a  certain  beings.    The   theory,  wnich  must  be 

few  will  exhibit  the  following  pecu-  well  known  to  most  of  my  hearers,  is, 

liarity :  along  nearly  the  whole  line  of  that  these  "  deformations"  simply  re- 

the     lambdoidal    or    parieto-occipital  produce  a  structural  form,  which,  now* 

suture  the  occipital  bone   will    occa-  ever  rare  in  man,  and  therefore  in  him 

sionally  so  overlap  the  parietal,  or  at  "  abnormal,"  will  yet  be  found  to  be 

least  be  so  raised  above  it,  as  to  give  the  regular  law  in  many  animals  placed 

the  false  appearance  of  a  deep  depres-  Ipwer  than  man  in  the  scale,  and  there- 

sion  of   the  parietal.     This  sing'ular  fore    are    in    them   quite  regular,  or 

overlapping  of  these  bones,  or  pernaps  "  normal."    But  why  should  they  ap- 

rather  elevation  of  the  occipital,  I  find,  pear  in  man  at  all  ?    This  difficulty  the 

on  examining  the  museum,  to  be  by  no  German  theorist  meets  by  reminding 

means  infrequent,  and  in  various  heads  you  of  another  law,  viz.  unity  of  or- 

to  present  a  great  variety  of  appear-  ganization :  that  in  the  embryo  there  is 

ances,  agreeing,  however,  all  in  this,  unity  of  organization :  that  the  embryo 

that  on  passing  the  hand  from   the  of  most  animals  runs  through  certain 

occipital  to  the  parietal  bones  a  sudden  .phases  or  "developments:"    that  the 

depression  will  be  felt,  occasioned  by  earliest  of  these  developments  resemble, 

the  greater  elevation  of  the  former,  therefore,   certain    animals,    and    the 

The  second  circumstance  in  respect  to  latest,  others  :  that  should  the  change^ 

such  elevations  at  various  points  of  the  from    any  cause  whatever,  known  or 

cranium  is  even  more  interesting  than  unknown,  not  take  place,  there  is  then 

the  first ;  it  is  of  rarer  occurrence,  and  an  imperfect  development,  **  arrit  d€ 

more  likely,  therefore,  to  lead  the  sur-  diveloprement,'*  and  that  this  may  take 

geon  into  error.     The  elevation  occurs  place  at  any  stage,  giving  even  to  the 

m  the  line  of  the  fronto-parietal  suture,  tiuman  form  the  peculiar  arrangement 

and  is  caused  by  an  overlapping  of  the  of  parts  belonging  to  a  lower  class  of 

parietal  by  the  frontal  bone,  or  at  least  animals,  or  retaining  in  the  adult  the 
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einbryonic  form  of  its  own  organs.  To  bers,  andon  an  extended  scale,thc  theory 
apply  these  laws  to  the  peculiarities  in  cannot  be  supported  on  all  occasions : 
question,  we  have  only  to  say  with  the  it  is  a  psychological  and  metaphysical 
German,  that  the  human  cranium,  theory,  as  well  as  a  physical,  and  they 
which,  when  fully  developed,  ought  to  who  do  not  admit  this,  either  do  notun- 
present  a  uniform  and  comparatively  derstand  it,  or  are  unwilling  to  be  in- 
smooth  surface, and  a  series  of  immovca-  formed  as  to  its  truth. 
ble  sutures,  has,  in  the  foetus,  a  totally  Of  other  appearances  met  with  oc- 
different  character ;  in  it,  the  sutures  casionally  on  tne  outer  surface  of  the 
are  moveable,  and  slide  freely  over  each  cranium  I  shall  mention  but  a  few. 
other,  in  short,  may  be  made  to  overlap  There  are  first  those  ridges,  single  or 
each  other;  that  when  dried,  prepared,  double,  running  in  the  line  of,  or 
and  deposited  in  our  museums,  the  parallel  to  and  at  a  little  distance  from, 
foetal  head  actually  presents  these  ap-  the  parietal  suture,  remarkably  deve- 
pearances ;  that  should  the  adult  head  loped  in  a  skull-cap  now  before  me. 
present  a  similar  form  in  some,  it  is  These  elevated  parietal  lines  or  crista), 
merely  an  "  arrSt  de  developrement ;"  are  simply  the  superior  parietal  crests 
and  finally,  this  very  irregularity,  by  generally  not  perceivable  in  the  human 
the  great  law  of  unity  of  organization,  cranium ;  at  other  times,  as  in  this  in- 
is  the  usual  normal  form  in  many  stance,  quite  distinct.  They  are  of 
species  of  the  lower  animals  ;  in  them  course  quite  common  in  many  of  the 
the  "  arrest  of  development'*  is  the  law ;  mammalia,  but  are  only  seen  in  some 
in  man  it  is  the  exception.  men.    They  may  occupy  the   proper 

I  shall  afterwards  endeavour  to  show  parietal  suture,  as  in  some  animals,  or 
that  these  are  the  only  views  which,  in  be  a  little  apart :  they  must  not  be 
the  present  state  of  science,  can  be  confounded  with  the  inferior  parietal 
adopted,  and  that  what  has  been  written  crest  running  continuously  with  the 
against  them  in  France,  and  more  external  frontal  crest  (also  distinct 
especially  in  England,  is  simply,  and,  enough  in  some  men),  and  which,  from 
to  use  the  mildest  phrase,  ingenious  the  narrowness  of  the  parietal  bones  in 
nonsense;  sometimes  very  pompous  some  mammals,  approach  close  to  the 
and  imposing,  as  in  the  Briagewater  vertex,  enlarging  thus  greatly  the  tem- 
Treatises,  but  still  downright  nonsense,  poral  fossae  :  the  crests  I  here  allude  to 
and  not  meriting  the  smallest  attention  are  different  from  these  temporal  crests, 
from  any  philosophic  mind.  The  Ger-  but  may  coincide  in  some  animals  : 
man  theory,  or  rather  the  theory  of  in  man  they  do  not,  and  this  is  owing 
Goethe,  (for  it  is  his)  requires  very  con-  in  him  to  the  great  breadth  of  the 
siderable  modification  before  it  can  be  parietal  bones.  But  the  crania  of 
applied  extensively  to  the  history  of  mammals  present  every  variety  in  re- 
organization. Let  us  proceed,  in  the  spect  to  the  extent,  direction,  elevation, 
meantime,  with  details.  and  number  of  these  occipital,  parietal. 

On  examining  the  museum  to  find  the  and  frontal  crests,  whose  outlines  may 

crania  of  those  animals  which  ought,  ac-  all  be  seen  on  man,  fortunately  but 

cording  to  the  theory,  to  present  the  little  developed  in  him,  the  "  arrest" 

peculiar  form  or  forms  above  described  being  in  him  happily  the  law ;  the  full 

as  "  anormal"  in  man,  but  "  normal"  development,  on   the    contrary,  being 

in  them,  it  is  not  so  easy  to  find  them,  the  law  in  the  highest  of  the  quadru- 

That  such  exist  I  have  no  doubt,  but  mana. 

the  examination  of  some  hundred  spe-  It  has  always  appeared  to  me,  that 

ci mens  of  the  crania  of  different  mam-  these    crests,    although    they    be  but 

maliss  has  not  furnished  me  with  any  imperfectly  developed  in  man,   ought 

clear  illustrations  of  the  law.    By  de-  to  be  named  in  accordance  with  their 

scending  lower,  however,  in  the  scale,  real  nature  and  meaning ;  they  have 

we  must  meet  with  them ;  the  cranial  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  nistory 

bones  of  the  Cetacea  overlap  each  other  of  the  cranial  sutures,  whose  course, 

at  .many  points;  and  so  more  especially  indeed,  they  do  not  generally  follow  : 

do  those  of  fishes.    The  law  of  unity  the  temporal  crests  of  the  frontal  and 

admits,  nay  requires,  that  we  should  in-  parietal  bones  are  continuous,  running 

elude  the  entire  scale  in  the  inquiry  directly  across  the  suture,  which  they 

after  truth.  do  not  regard ;  the  occipital  crest  is  on 

If  we  do  not  work  with  great  num-  the  occipital  bone,  and  not  in  the  lamb^ 
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doidal  suture,  and  the  superior  parietal  table,  and  all  but  perforated  the  bone^ 
crests  when  found  in  man  do  not  seem  and  still  there  is  nothing  visible  o&-the 
to  me  to  run  in  the  parietal  suture,  but  outer  table  as  regards  tnis  remarkable 
parallel  to  it;  in  many  animfds,  how-  change  in  the  interior  of  the  frontal  bone, 
ever,  there  is  a  parietal  crest  continuous  What  may  be  observed  on  the  outer 
with  die  anterior  branch  of  the  occipital  table  is  a  prominence  of  the  parietal 
crest,  directly  in  the  line  of  the  suture,  sutures,  and  an  elevation  of  the  outer 
The  reason  why  such  crests  should  be  wall  of  the  left  frontal  sinus :  the  pro- 
found on  the  surfaoe  of  the  cranium  in  minence  of  the  bone  at  this  point  dnnog 
different  animals  it  seems  to  me  im-  life  would  have  strongly  resembled  an 
possible  to  say ;  even  in  my  youngest  exostosis  |  and  yet  it  is  not  so,  but 
days  I  had  always  philosophy  enough  merely  a  general  thickening  of  the 
in  me  to  laugh  at  the  Bndgewater  outer  table  and  diploe,  extending  from 
nonsense  Ta  theory  all  but  exhausted  by  over  the  sinus  to  beyond  the  external 
Philo,Deriiam,andPaley),  which  would  angular  process  of  tKe  bone, 
assign  to  them  the  mechanical  reason  The  last  variety  1  shall  allude  to  is 
for  *'  extending  the  attachments  of  cer-  that  peculiar  deformity,  for  it  miist  be 
tain  muscles."  so  csilled,  which  consists  in  a  w&nt  of 

There  is  a  slight  remark  more  I  beg  symmetry  in  its  various  parts, 
leave  to  make  in  respect  to  these  crests ;  About  a  year  ago,  a  nihral  surgeon, 
the  v  are  not  more  fullv  developed  in  the  who  had  formerly  studied  anatomy 
darker  race  of  men,  than  in  tne  Saxon,  with  me,  had  the  obliging  kindness  to 
Celt,  or  Pelasgian  races  :  at  least  it  present  me  with  a  remarkable  etaniom ; 
appears  so  to  me  from  all  the  specimens  being  no  less  than  the  cranium  of  one 
I  nave  examined :  if  wc  are  then  to  de-  of  the  party  who  attacked  and  slew  our 
nominate  them  an  "  arrest  of  develop-  immortal  circumnavigator.  Cook.  This 
menl"  (although  this  is  clearly  a  mis-  cranium,  which  I  now  place  before  my 
nomer  in  one  sense),  it  ought  to  be  kept  audience,*  unquestionably  belon|;ed  to 
in  view  that  the  occurrence  is  in  no  a  native  of  the  Sandwich  Isles;  its  re- 
shape peculiar  to  the  dark  races  of  men.  semblance  to  those  crania  met  with  in 

Occasionally  on  the  surface  of  the  museums  as  Peruvian  and  BraziliaD,  is 
cranium  we  meet  with  an  absolute  de*  remarkable,  more  especially  in  respect 
pression,  sudden,  and  as  if  scooped  out  to  its  want  of  symmetrv,  thus  shewing 
at  the  expense  of  the  outer  table  and  an  affiliation  between  tne  aborigines  oi 
diploe  alone  ;  nothing  can  be  more  the  mainland  of  America  and  Uioee  of 
likely  to  mislead  the  surgeon.  I  find  certain  islands,  but  not  of  others,  as  of 
them  in  crania  which  appear  to  me  Van  Diemen's  Land  for  example,  or 
otherwise  ouite  healthy,  but  still  they  Australia :  the  crania  of  the  nsitives  of 
m&}^  have  been  occasioned  by  a  blow  these  islands  appeared  to  me  different 
inflicted  when  youn^ :  even  by  the  from  that  I  now  speak  of.  I  shall  con- 
forceps  of  the  accoucheur.  If  my  re-  sider  the  want  of  symmetry  more  in 
collection  be  correct,  I  think  I  remem-  detail  in  a  special  lecture, 
bcr  a  cranium  which  was  presented  by  [To  be  continued.] 

Sir  G.  Ballingall    to  the  College  of    

Surgeons,    whose   surface   was    com- 
pletely   notched    and  indented   with  ^^ 
blows ;  it  belonged  to  a  native  of  Aus-  MOLECULES  AND  MOLECULAR 
tralia.    On  the  other  hand,  these  de-  MOTION. 

pressions  occasionally  correspond  with  

exostoses   found  projecting  from  the  7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gasette, 

inner  table,  which  possibly  during  life  Sn^^ 

™ay  liave  given  rise  to  much  distress.  jp  the  following  observations  are  suf- 

There  is  a  skull-cap  now  before  me,  ficiently  interesting  to  occupy  a  place 

and  I  can  produce  several  others,  in  in  your   valuable   journal,    you    will 

which  such  remarkable   appearances  obligemeby  inserting  them.— I  am,  sir, 

are  not  Imuted  to  the  exterior  table  j  your  obedient  servant, 

in    this    cranium    the   anterior    hdf  j.  w.  Griffith,  M.D.  F.L.S.  &c. 

nearly  of  the  inner  table   is    rough,  9,  st.  JoW.  Square. 

with  sharp  elevations ;  the  bones  are  June  13, 1843. 

thickened  generally,  and  at  two  points     "Tl^ZZTZZnT'Ti^Z 7^ — x,   .^,  ^ 

u         *.•      X.   J  ^^^JL          1  •    ai_  *^  *  These  contributions  were  mostly  subnutted 

absorption  had  commenced  in  the  inner  to  my  uiatomicai  class  at  various  meetings. 
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I  hftve  been  induced  to  offer  a  few  soient  reunies  par  qnclque  puissance 

obiervations  on  the  nature  and  pecu-  active." 

liarities  of  the  minute  particles  into  M.  BulTon  then  goes  on  to  say,  that 
which  ponderable  bodies  arc  often  sub-  when  this  nutritious  and  reproductive 
divideUy  and  a  form  of  spontaneous  or  matter,  in  ^mssing  throdgli  un  animal  or 
innate  motion  which  accompanies  them  vegetable,  finds  a  suitable  matrix,  it 
under  certain  circumstances,  in  con-  produces  an  animal  or  vegetable  of  the 
■eqoence  of  having  perceived,  in  one  of  same  kind,  but  when  otherwise,  it  pro- 
oar  latest  treatises,  and  which  is  likely  to  duces  ornmiscd  beings  differing  from 
be  a  most  valuable  one,  on  anatomy  plants  anu  animals,  as  the  bodies  which 
and  physiokwy,  the  statement  that  the  move  and  ^ow,  and  as  we  sec  in  the 
moTcments  of  molecules  arc  "  attributed  seminal  fluid,  in  the  infusions  of  the 
to  Gorrents  produced  in  the  fluid  by  germs  of  plants,  &c.  These  molecules 
evaporation  at  its  surface  or  ed^s,  for  were  also  noticed  by  our  countryman 
they  may  be  arrested  by  covenng  the  Needham,  on  their  exit  from  the  pollen, 
fluid  with  oil."  when  moistened. 

I  have,  as  must  every  one  who  has  Wrisberg,  when  examining  some  in- 
paid  much  attention  to  microscopic  ob-  fusion  of  garden  peas,  observed  in  it 
aervations,  long  been  acquainted  with  some  white  flocculcntmattcr;  this,  when 
the  peculiar  movements  of  these  minute  dried,  appeared  reduced  to  minute 
atoms,  and  have  often  sought  for  the  granules :  *'  reprocsentat  quasi  convo- 
ezcitor  of  their  motion,  but  in  vain,  lutum  illarum  exilium  molccularum, 
Nor  is  the  explanation  of  it,  by  evapo-  rudimenta  procal  dubio  futurorum  ani- 
ration,  at  all  capable  of  solving  the  dif-  malculorum."  Wrisberg  was  fully  aware 
fieulty.  as  will  ue  perceived  when  this  of  theinorgjanic  nature  of  the  molecules, 
paper  has  been  perused.  and  of  their  non-identity  with  the  in- 

The  views  of  some  of  the    older  fusoria :  thus,  when  examining  infusion 

anthoTB  respecting  the  existence  of  cer-  of  parsley,  he  says,  '*  myriadcsparvurum 

tain   deflnite  molecules    or  particles,  molccularum  inorganicarum ....  vidi- 

ariaing  finom  the  separation  and  de-  mus ;    omnes    hse    molcculse   eandem 

composition  of  organic    bodies,    and  habent  magnitudincm,  quibusdam  pau- 

their  transmutations  into  animal  and    cis  cxccptis,  quic  minores  sunt 

vegetable  bodies,  when  placed  under  ap-  Quccdam  harum  molccularum  jam  motu 

prapiiate  drcumstances,  are  so  curious,  voluntorio  a^tabantur,  admodum  tardo 

ana  eo  rarely  noticed  in  the  works  of  autem,  nuasi  viribus  suis  nondum  con- 

onr  own  country,  that  they  cannot  fail  flderent  tibero  sese  exx)onendi  oceano." 

to  be  interesting  to  the  reader.  After  saying  that  we  arc  too  apt  to 

Boflbn  says,  "  II  me  paroit  done  tres  attribute  life  to  particles  which  move, 

Tiaisemblable  qu'il  existe  reellement    he  says Multa  sane  dantur  in 

daaa  la  nature  une  inflnit^  de  pctits  natura  motus,  ubi  ne  minimum  quidem 

toes  organises,  semblablcs  en  tout  aux  animalium  vestigium  est ;  fere  in  unius- 

SuidiS  dtres   organises   qui    flgurcnt  cujuscunque  aquo)  purissimo!  guttulic 

na  le  monde,  que  ces  petits  Ctrcs  or-  su|)erricic,  magisque  autem  ubi  saponis 

ganiste  sont  composes  de  parties  or-  quicquam  admixtum  est,  particularum 

ganiqnes  vivantes  qui  sont  communes  exilissimarum     obscrvamus     motum, 

anz  animaux  et  aux  vcgctaux,  que  ces  quamvis  rationem  illius  vix    rcddcrc 

parties  organiques  sont  des  parties  pri-  possimus." 

mitives  et  incorruptibles,  que  Tassem-  O.  F.  Miillcr  also  imagined  that  the 
blage  de  ces  parties  forme  k  nos  ycux  ultimate  granules  of  organic  matter  bc- 
det  £tres  organises,  et  que  pnr  con-  came  immediately  reorganised  and  re- 
sonant la  reproduction  ou  la  genera-  stored  to  life. 

tion  n*e8t  qu  un  changement  de  forme  "  Partes  ncmpe  animales   et  vegc- 

qoi  ae  fait    et  s'op^rc   par  la  seule  tabilespcrdccom|>ositionemre8olvimtur 

addition    de   ces   parties   semblablcs,  in  pelhculas  vcsiculares,  quarum  vesi- 

eonuae  la  destruction  de  I'^tre  organist  culoe  seu  globuli,  scnsim  a  massa  com- 

16  fiiut  par  la  division  de  ces  m6mes  muni  laxati  reviviscunt  et  animalcula 

fNuties Detruire  un  dtre  organist  spcrmatica  ct  infusoria  a^int." 

tfcit  que  s^i^irer  les  parties  organiques  Gleiclien  long  since  i>ointed  out  what 

dont  if  est  compost ;  ces  m6mes  piirtics  he  imagined  to  be  the  transformation 

mtent  s^parto   jusqu'ii    ce  qu'elles  of  vegetable  into  animal  matter :  in 
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ipeaking  of  the  pollen  of  plants,  he  tinning  to  observe  them  until  the  water 

says,  '*  Quand  on  la  laisse  quelque  terns  had  entirely  evaporated ;")  I  have  very 

dans  I'ean,  clle  se  m^tamori)hose  elle  carefully  repeated  them,  avoiding  whal 

m^me  en  animalcules  d'infusion." ....  I  considered  sources  of  feUaey. 

''  et  dans   quelques   jours    toute    ma  In  all  cases  where  I  examined  the 

poussier^*  ^toit  devenu  vivante.''  molecules,  the  glass  slider  (made  of 

Dr.  Milne  Edwards,  after  examining  plate  glass),  was  fixed  horizontally^  so 

many  of  the  tissues  of  animal  bodies,t  as  to  avoid  the  influence  of  gravitation 

says,  ''  Je  n'^tois  pas  61oign^  de  croire  in  causing  currents.    The  fluid  con- 

que  les  molecules  animales,  solides  et  taining  the  molecules  was  covered  bv 

or^nis^,  aflfectent  toujours  une  forme  a  layer  of  exceedingly  thin  glass,  which 

Snmitive,constanteet  determined, celle  of   course    prevents  any   evaporation 

e  globules  du  diam^tre  d'environ  -g^  takine^  place  from  the  surface  of  the 

de  millim^tref."  liquid  it  covers;  the  evaporation  at  the 

The  observations  on  the  molecules  of  edges  being  prevented  by  a  rim  of  olive, 

bodies,  made  by  Dr.  Brown,  are  the  or  almond  oil,  or  lamp-black  mixed 

only  definite  and  distinct  ones  I  have  with  gold  size  (the  ordinary  mode  of 

met  with.     This  most  able  observer  preserving  microscopic  objects).  I  have 

first  detected  the  motion  of  the  particles  examined  a  lar^e  number  of  inorganic 

within  the  pollen  grains  of  Clarkia  substances  powdered  in  a  mortar  to  the 

Sulchella,  then  in  that  of  some  other  finest  powder,  and  have  found  no  ^- 

inagraise  and  LoUum ;  afterwards  in  all  ficulty  m  detecting  the  peculiar  motion 

organic  bodies ;  animal  and  vegetable  in  any  substance  save  semi-fiuid  bodies^ 

tissues,  whether  living  or  dead ;  gum  or  solids  which  cannot  (whether  from 

resins ;  pit  coal ;  fossil  wood ;  powdered  their  tenacity  or  extreme  hardness)  be 

flass;  earths  and  metals;  rocks,  &c.  reduced  to  a  sufficiently  fine  powder, 
n  a  word,  in  every  mineral  which  could  Some  bodies,  as  sulphur,  cannot  be 
be  reduced  to  a  powder  sufficiently  fine  reduced  to  a  very  fine  powder,  but 
to  be  temporarilv  suspended  in  water,  loose  floating  particles  can  be  here 
Dr.  Brown  coula  not  obtain  them  from  and  there  seen  in  the  field  of  the 
resin,  wax,  sulphur,  and  such  of  the  microscope,  which  exhibit  the  motion 
metals  as  coula  not  be  reduced  to  the  most  distinctly.  Some  precipitates 
minute  state  of  division  necessary  for  which  are  extremely  dense  show  this 
their  separation ;  and  soluble  bodies,  property  with  great  difficulty,  as  the 
He  further  states  the  molecules  to  be  chloride  of  silver,  &c.  The  motion  is 
spherical,  and  the  elongated  ones  some-  quite  destroyed  by  immersion  in  oil, 
times  found  to  be  aggregations  of  the  thick  gum,  or  syrup ;  here  the  viscidity 
simple  ones;  thatthey  are  of  a  uniform  of  the  liquids  seems  to  prevent  its 
size,  varying  from  Yshrs  to  mim!  of  tciking  place.  It  has  appeared  to  me 
an  inch.  Now  it  might  perhaps  be  to  ensue  most  readily  m  water,  less 
considered  presumption  on  my  part  to  so  in  spirit,  and  least  of  all  in  ether, 
call  in  question  the  accuracy  of  the  The  extremely  low  sp.  gr.  of  the  sub- 
observations  of  so  distinguished  a  stance  seems  in  some  cases  to  prevent 
naturalist  as  Dr.  Brown,  but  as  the  the  development  of  this  force,  and  also 
motion  of  these  minute  particles  or  its  great  tendency  in  some  cases  to 
molecules  has  been  statea  as  depend-  agglutination  into  masses,  as  in 
ing  upon  the  evaporation  of  the  li<]^uid  powdered  sulphur,  resin,  precipitated 
in  wmch  they  are  immersed,  notwith-  prussian  blue,  &c. 
standing  Dr.  Brown's  assertion  that  Gamboge  exhibits  it  very  perfectly, 
"  these  motions  were  such  as  to  satisfy  as  do  many  ffum-resins,  in  which  it  is 
me,  after  frequently  repeated  observa-  most  easily  observed,  on  account  of  the 
tion,  that  tney  arose  neither  from  resinous  particles  being  insoluble  in 
cnrrentsin  the  fluid,  nor  from  its  gradual  water,  which  retains  them  in  suspen- 
evaporation,"  still,  as  evaporation  is  sion.  Moreover,  when  any  hquid  (as 
mentioned  as  having  taken  place  in  his  placed  between  two  glasses)  in  which 
experiments  (thus  he  says,  **  on  con-  this  motion  is  perceived,  is  surrounded 
-  Vo^^tr^cHAc^nte,  poUen.  f  ^he  edges  with  oil,  varnish,  goid^size, 
t  That  the  texture  of  most  organic  tiMuet  of  lamp-black,  or  any  other  agent  which 
vertebrated  animala  is  riobiilar,  and  that  there  entirely     prevents     evaporation,     this 

iiSS*iiSf  bJ^?       "  *''*^'  eiemenu"  peculiar  motion  continues  perfectly  un- 
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aflfected,  and  in  fact  a  specimen  put  up  ponderable  matter  will  freely  exhibit 
in  thii  manner  maybe  permanently  pre-  this  motion,  whether  organic  or  in- 
senred  so  as  to  show  it  at  any  time,  organic ;  and  it  takes  place  in  all 
Againfthismovementis  totally  different  situations,  perfectly  uninfluenced  by 
from  that  of  particles  which  are  moved  evaporation,  and  distinguished  readily 
by  currents  excited  by  evaporation,  from  the  motion  of  particles  produced 
Tliese  latter  hurl  a  numlier  of  molecules  by  evaporation  by  its  tremulous,  vibra- 
in  Torticcs  with  great  rapidity  (varying  tory,  and  not  distinctly  progressive 
aoeording  to  the  evaporation);  these  motion,  whereas  in  the  latter  the 
sometimes  meet,  when  the  direction  of  motion  of  neighbouring  particles  *  is 
the  different  particles  may  be  distinctly  similar,  determinate,  and  often  parallel. 
peiceiTed ;  and  in  these  cases  a  number  The  cause  of  this  motion  is  unknown. 
of  molecides  assume  a  similar  and  The  influence  of  electricity  might  be 
pMallel  direction,  which  is  totally  suspected  of  being  its  exeitor.  With  a 
oistnict  from  that  of  the  true  molecular  vciw  of  testing  this,  I  made  some  ex- 
movement,  wherein  the  molecules  os-  periments ;  although  the  extreme 
ciUate  or  vibrate,  moving  but  very  minuteness  of  these  atoms  is  such,  that 
slowly  from  place  to  place,  sometimes  I  could  not  depend  upon  my  results  as 
remaining  in  the  same  spot  for  hours,  positive.  Thus,  I  procured  a  very  clean 
and  having  an  apparent  repulsion  for  piece  of  steel,  and  mixed  a  little  gam- 
all  other  particles ;  but  I  am  satisfied  boge  with  water  on  its  surface,  covered 
that  the  snrrounding  particles  have  it  with  very  thin  glass,  then  viewed  the 
nothing  to  do  with  the  cause  of  this  molecules  as  opaque  objects;  they  were 
morement,  because  in  some  cases  we  seen  distinctly  in  motion :  on  connecting 
can  dearly  perceive  a  single  molecule,  the  extremity  of  this  steel  plate  with  the 
quite  distmct  from  others,  and  enjoying  nob  of  a  charged  electrical  jar,  no  altera- 
its  own  spherical  movements.  But  the  tion  was  produced,  the  motion  conti  nued ; 
most  important  circumstance  connected  again,  water  with  the  molecules  in  sus- 
with  the  vibration  of  these  atoms  is  pension  was  placed  on  a  layer  of  plate 
their  sizei  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  glass,  next  covered  with  a  slip  of  thin 
■wMill**'  they  are  the  more  vivid  is  glass :  between  the  two  glasses  touch- 
tfae  motion ;  moreover,  I  am  certain  ing  tne  liquid  was  laid  a  slip  of  tin- 
tfaat  they  possess  no  definite  size  or  foH ;  at  the  end  of  the  foil  the  molecules 
sli^ie.  All  bodies  less  than  a  certain  were  in  vivid  motion :  on  connecting  its 
siie  hare  a  tendency  to  appear  circular  other  extremity  with  the  interior  of  a 
or  spherical^  when  examined  under  a  charged  jar  no  alteration  in  the  motion 
mieroacope ;  and  we  can  often  see  some  took  place.  These  experiments  were 
molecnles  more  than  ten  times  the  size  repeated,  insolating  at  the  same  time 
of  othen,  still  exhibiting  this  move-  the  microscope,  but  with  the  same 
ment.  It  may  be  objected  that  these  effect.  I  know  of  no  cause  which  can 
laiger  particles  are  aggregations  of  the  in  any  way  explain  this  phenomenon. 
smaller  molecules,  but  we  have  not  the  It  takes  place  when  examined  between 

ahtest  ground  for  so  believing ;  the  two  large  pieces  of  glass  equally  at 

ecaica    observed   by    Dr.    Brown  the  circumference   as   at  the  centre, 

▼aried  in  size  from  tt^  to  mhnr  o^  which  would  not  be  the   case  were 

aaineh ;  whilst  those  measured  by  Mr.  evaporation  the  cause. 

Daliymple  in  the  transparent  cell  at  The  ingenious  views  of  the  older  au- 

the  extremity  of  the  Closteria  varied  thors,  quoted  at  the  commencement  of 

ftom  the  vvivo  ^^  ^®   40A00    ©^  an  this  paper,  considering  the  particles  or 

UuAl  molecules  of  organic  bodies  separated 

The  true  molecular  motion  belong,  by  decomposition  to  be  revivified  and 

aa  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Brown,  to  tne  produce  either  animals  or  vegetables  ,&c. 

jartii'lft  itself;  and  the  circumstances  according    to    circumstances,    are    of 

neeeasarv  foritseidiibition,  are,  1st,  an  course  erroneous;   but  they  long  re- 

cxtiemely  minute  state  of  subdivision  maincd  a  source  of  fallacy  that  few, 

of  the  matter  ;    2d,  such  a  relation  unguided  by  analogy,  would  be  able  to 

between  the  sp.  gpr.  of  the  molecule  and  avoid.    The  experiments  of  Professor 

its  wrJ^nm  as  shall  allow  it  to  be  freely  Schultze  seem  to  have  settled  the  point 

anapended;  3d,  absence  of  all  impeding  as  regards  infusoria.    The   views    of 

Yiaclditj   or  tenacity  of   the    liquid.  Dr.  Milne  Edwards,  regarding  a  certain 

Under  these  circumstances  any  forms  of  globule  as  the  basis  of  animal  boclics, 
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l»f«fioC  been  iiineetiorae  oat,  ahhooq^    Mediemi  UuUrff  ike  BjrptdUimto 
iim  Umasaum  from  ^naaaaj  eeib  h  well        Ue  Siger  durim§  ike  Yemrt  ISII-2«- 


C»Ul^li«hed«  emmfnrinmy  cb  if  rrMMl  •/*  ike  Fewer 
the  Off Htjr  of  the  moleealsnr  more-        vAirA  ied  im  iu  mkrmpi  iermimmthm, 
imtil  k  not  patienlarly  evident.    The        Bf  J.  O.  M*William,  ILD  ,  Sarnoa 
fNUtielet  or  isolccitles  themtelTei  in        of  H.MJS.  Albert,  and  Senior  Medi^ 
tbeir  ftolid  «tAte  form  tbe  Ibod  of  the       cal  Oflkcr  of  the  £xpcditiaD.    With 
mnnuteU  tonoM  ot  liriog  matter ;  vhen       Plates.    Loodooy  I^I3L   8to.  pp.  2^. 
fn  Aolatloti,  or  in  the  gaseous  state  from  Jms  work  is  dirided  into  three  chap- 
decomposition,  thejr  noarish  the  rege-  ters.    The  first  gires  the  histoTT  of  tte 
tattle    kingdom.      Their   freedom   of  expedition,  and  the  second  the  history^ 
motion,  isolating  them  from  sorroon^  of  the  ferer.     The  third  contains  Ibor 
ing  particles,  keeps  them  sorroonded  sections,  which  treat  of  the  state  oF" 
byjwittid,  and  to  a  certain  extent  would  medicine  in  the  Niger;   renUlation;, 
ttdlitate  their  solotion.  meteorology ;  and  the  geology  of  the 
■ Niger.     It  appears  that  of  145  whites* 

ANALYSES  ...  NOHCES  o,  BOOKS.  i^&X'r:^^^^'^T^ 

""■"  25  men  of  coloar  entered  in  England. 

**  UAnU^r  M  toek  al^^  ce  que  1e  lectenr  se  (with  one  exception),  1 1  were  attacked, 

toe  i  BMser.^^ALMUBmwr.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^-^  .^-^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^,^j^  ^^^ 

tered  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  not  one 

A  Tteatite  on  Food  and  Diet ;  with  was  attacked.     Hence,  if  the  attempt 

ObiervaUoHM  on  the  DieUtical  Regi-  is  repeated,  and  the  Niger  is  agaia 

men  iuiUd  for  Ditordered  States  of  ascended,  with  the  noble  object  of  ex- 

the  Digestive  Organs,  9fc,  ffc.      By  tinguishing  the  slave  trade,  by  ciTihs- 

JoNATHAN  pBREiRA,M.D.F.R.S.and  ing  the  nations  which  carry  it  on,  the 

L.8.  &€•  &c.      Longman  and  Co.  nnmber  of  whites  must  be  as  smsdl  as 

1843.  possible. 
Thk  plan  of  this  work  is  considerably       ^^'  MjWilliam's  book   shews  good 

different  from  that  of  any  other  on  sense  and  judgment,  and  mil  be  con- 

thc  same  subject  which    has    fallen  8°«ed  by  the  physician  desirous   to 

under  our  notice.     A  much  fuller  ac-  ?t"dy  the  nature  of  remittent  fever  m 

count  is  given  of  the  chemical  elements  ^^  severest  form ;  and  by  the  ghilan- 

of  food  than  we  have  met  with  else-  thropist,  who,  lamenting  the  feilure  of 

where  >  and  the  number  of  alimentary  so  benevolent  an  expedition,  is  eager  to 

princiiilcs  admitted  is  greater  than  had  ^^^  ^^  renewed  under  better  auspices. 
iMJcn  adopted  by  Vrout,  or  other  distin-     ■■ 

guishcd  writers  who   have   preceded  . 

him.    (Common  salt,  for  example,  and        MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 
Icmon-Juicc,    are   enumerated  among  it^,-^^,,  t««-  on  ioaq 

the  articles  of  food.)     We  have  alsS  ^^^^^^^^  -^""^  ^'  ^®^ 

some  very  valuable  tables  indicating  — ^- 

the  proportions  of  the  most  important        ««Llcet  omnibM,  licet  etiam  mihi,  di^itnteni 

ohcmical  elements  and  alimentary  prin-  ArtU  Mediea  tueri ;  potestaa  modo  veniendi  in 

ciples  in  various  kinds  of  nutriment.    A  publicum  »it,  diccndi  periculum  non  recu8o.»» 

wry  couHidcrablo   space   is  likewise  Cicbko. 

given  to  dietaries,  as  adapted  to  dif- 
ferent  diseases    and  conditions » as,  EMPLOYMENT    OF    WOMEN    AND 
those  fit  for  children,  for  paupers,  for       CHILDREN  IN  AGRICULTURE, 
nrisoners,  for  the  sick,  for  the  insane, 
iic*  &o.  The  story  of  the   two  knights   who 

The  work  altogether  bears  the  stamp  quarrelled  about  the  metal  of  the  shield 

of  originality,  and  will,  we  are  eon-  before  which  they  severally  stood,  is  but 
vineed,  be  found   most  useful.     We      .         -^,    a*tn    %.-       u«  u      i! 

•iMll  take  occasion,  in  future  numbers,  **yP^  ^^  ^^^  difficulties  which  embarrass 

to  give  a  few  extracts  as  siwcimens;  human  evidence.    The  shield  was  gold 

mcuntinio  wc  must  content  ourselves  on  one  side,  and  silver  on  the  other,  so 

with  tills  general  recommendation.  ti,at  each   doughty  horseman  saw  a 

"""*  different  sight,  and  did  but  contend  for 
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the  evidence  of  his  own  senees.    Just  regards  the  reward  of  their  labours,  at 

80  it  Is  with  the  ordinary  controversies  the  bottom  of  the  social  scale.    In  some 

of  life  i  the  most  feithfid  witnesses  can  countries  they  are  still  serfs,  in  others 

bot  tell  what  they  have  seen,  and  per-  but  lately  emancipated  from  serfdom; 

fectly  different  spetacles  have  been  re-  but  throughout  Europe  their  state  is  so 

pteaented  on  their  retinae.      Besides  little  raised  above  that  of  villenage,  that 

wbich^  the  eye  is  under  the  guidance  nothing  but  the  main  force  of  the  law, 

of  the  ndnd,  and  if  the  same  general  nothing  but  wisdom  guided  by  benevo- 

acenes  are  spread  before  it,  different  lence  (the  two  are,  perhaps,  one),  can 

points   are  selected  by   different  ob-  save  them  from  sinking  into  this  slough 

servers;  a  Rembrandt  and  a  Rubens  of  despond. 

do  not  see  with  the  same  eyes,  any  In  England  the  system  of  pnsdial 

more  than  they  paint  with  the  same  bondage  died  out  in  the  reign  of  Elixa- 

hnwb.  beth;  insomcof  the  mines  of  Scotland, 

The  celebrated  picture  of  the  happi-  it  existed,  as  we  learn  from  Walter 

ness  of  a  country  life,  in  the  Georgics,  Scott,  as  late  as  the  middle  of  the  last 

and  the  painful  descriptions  of  agri-  century.   In  Franche-Comt^,  according 

cultural  destitution   in  more   prosaic  to  Voltaire,  it  not  only  existed,  but,  by 

writers,  are  quite  reconcileable,  when  an  incredible  refinement  of  absurdity, 

we  consider  that  the  Latin  poet  drew  the  cultivation  of  certain  farms  im- 

the  small  fenner,  and  the  prose  his-  posed  the  state  of  villains  on  those  who 

torians  his  half-starved  drudge.  were  previously  free ;  so  that  while  the 

The  pauper's  funeral,  given  with  touch  of  our  British  soil  gave  freedom 
hard  fidelity  by  Crabbe,  depresses  the  to  the  slave,  the  cultivation  of  this 
reader's  mind.  Not  so  the  picture  wretched  country  deprived  the  husband- 
where  Poussin  has  represented  a  dance  man  of  the  birthright  of  the  human 
of  nysiphs  and  their  swains,  near  a  race. 

tnomunent  bearing  the  inscription  ego  ■     In  Prussia,  the  emancipation  of  the 

qmoqfu  Imi  in  ArcadiA.  bondmen  did  not  take  place  till  1807* 

However  similar  objects  may  be,  nay  Even  before  the  battle  of  Jena  thinking 

if  they  are  absolutely  identical,  they  men  had  seen  that  villenage  was  one  of 

beeome  di&rent  when  viewed  through  the  great  causesof  the  weakness  of  the 

(iie  tinged  lens  of  different  spectators.  Prussian    monarchy.      It   had   been 

To    some    melancholy    Jaques    the  denounced  by  Frederic  the  Great  as  a 

eoonty  of  Hampshire  may  seem  a  huge  '*  gettion  abominabU ;"  but  it  was  not 

Biass  of  discontented  husbandmen,  who  until  the  kingdom  had  fallen  at  the 

Ibed  the  bacon  which  they  must  not  shock  of  a  single  battle,  that  Stein,  the 

est  I  to  Miss  Mitford  it  is  an  Arcadia  statesman    who  then    conducted    the 

of  happy  faces,  where  the  very  Don-  destinies  of  Prussia,  determined  to  heal 

duns  are  dehghtful.  this  devouring  ulcer. 

The  rustic  gallantry,  too,  which  has  Yet  in  all  these  countries,  even  in 
ever  been  the  accompaniment  of  hay-  England  itself,  the  rustic  population  is 
making,  is  viewed  in  a  different  light  prevented  from  sinking  back  into  serf- 
fay  the  withered  critic,  and  the  genial  dom,  rather  by  the  benevolent  inter- 
poet  of  the  Seasons.  But  however  ference  of  the  educated  classes,  than  by 
opinionmaydifferonthese  points,  there  any  dogged  spirit  of  resistance  in  the 
is  one  on  which  it  is  unanimous,  husbandmen  themselves.  Were  the 
Hosbandmen,  the  most  useful  members  matter  left  entirely  to  ploughmen  and 
of  society,  are  everywhere,  as  ftir  as  petty  farmers  to  settle  between  them, 
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without  the  interference  of  the  law,  or  tin,  whose  report  stands  first  in  the 

the  criticism  of  puhlic  opinion,    our  book,    took    the   counties    of    Wilts, 

half.fed  cottagers  might  too  often  sell  Dorset,  Devon,  and  Somerset ;   and  in 

their  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  order  not  to  fritter  away  his  time  in 

As  it  is,  the  condition  of  our   farm  forced  marches  over  so  large  a  space, 

apprentices  approaches  far  nearer  to  he  confined  himself  to  two  districts  in 

that  of  slaves  or  serfs  than  it  is  pleasant  Devonshire,  and  one  in  each  of  the 

to  acknowledge.  remaining   counties.     The  wages   of 

By  the  French  Code,  indeed,  no  con-  women  who  work  in  the  fields  vaiy,  in 

tract  is  valid  by  which  a  mani)arters  general,  from  7d.  to  Is.  a  day  in  these 

away  his  liberty  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  counties ;  though  rates  above  and  be- 

that  should  a  fit  occasion  arise,  our  low  these  are  mentioned.     For   this 

common  law  would  be  interpreted  in  a  slender  stipend  they  work  from  8  a.m. 

similar  spirit.  to  4  p.m.  in  winter ;    at  other  times, 

These  preliminary  reflections   have  from  8  to  6,  and  in  the  hay  harvest 

been  called  forth  by  the  late  reports  of  from  6  to  6. 

the  special  Assistant  Poor  Law  Com-  The  effect  of  out-door  farm  labour  on 

missioners,     on    the    employment    of  adult  women  appears  to  be  favourable 

women  and  children   in   agriculture,  to  health,    Mr.  Austin  did  not  meet 

now  lying  before  us.  with  an  instance  of  a  woman  complain- 

These  Commissioners  were  four  in  ing  of  its  being  injurious, 

number,  all  barristers;  and  they  were  *' Sometimes  such  work,  particularly 

directed  to  inquire   into  the  sorts  of  in  the  hay  and    corn    harvests,  was 

labour  at  which  women  and  children  are  represented  by  women  who  performed 

employed  in   agriculture;    the  wages  it  as  being  laborious,  as  making  them 

,fv,.             .       .1.    1-           if        1   •  stiff  at  first,  or  even  as  strammg  them: 

which  theyreceive;  the  hours  of  work;  ^ut  I  did  not  find  that  any  woman, 

the  age  at  which  they  begin  to  work ;  from  her  own  statement,  had  become 

and  the  effects  which  their  occupation  subject  to  any  permanent  disease  or 

produces  upon  their  health,  as  well  as  infirmity^^  from    the    employment    in 

upon  their  opportunities  for  obtaining  ^ 

school  instruction  and  religious  edu-  There  is  a  good  deal  of  evidence, 
cation ;  and  they  were  alsodesired  to  however,  scattered  up  and  down  these 
investigate  the  condition  of  the  children  reports,  to  show  that  field-work  de- 
of  agricultural  labourers  apprenticed  by  moralises  women,  or  at  any  rate,  girls. 
X>arish  oflicers.  Woman  is  a  domestic  creature,  and  a 
The  four  Assistant-Commissioners  mother  does  more  service  to  society  by 
examined  into  the  state  of  twelve  coun-  tending  her  children,  and  going  through 
ties ;  and  as  their  time  was  limited  to  the  details  of  her  little  household,  than 
thirty  days,  it  is  obvious  that  much  of  by  mowing  grass,  or  hoeing  turnips, 
their  information  must  have  been  On  the  Continent,  where  the  employ- 
picked  up  at  a  canter.  Yet,  in  spite  of  ment  of  women  in  field-labour  is  even 
this  disadvantage,  their  reports  read  more  common  than  in  England,  it  has 
like  the  compilation  of  sensible  men,  always  seemed  to  us  that  it  rapidly 
not  very  deeply  tinctured  with  Mai-  destroys  the  graces  of  youth,  and  gives 
thnsian  fantasies ;  and  some  part  of  it  the  look  of  a  hard-a-weather  sailor  to 
will  be  a  novelty,  not  only  to  the  na-  a  middle-aged  woman.  But  it  is  more 
tives  of  the  payi  de  cocagne^  but  even  easy  to  see  the  evil  than  to  provide  a 
to  the  home-bred  rustics  of  the  very  remedy, 
counties  themselves.    Mr.  Alfred  Aus-  The  next  question  is,  how  are  these 


EMPLOYMENT  OP  WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN  IN  AGRICULTURE.     500 

labouring  women  placed  with  regard  to  In  Dorset  and  Devon  matters  are  a 

food^  clothing,  and  lodging  ?  trifle  better ;  but  Somerset  is  on  a  level 

The  majority  of  them  are  married,  with  Wilts. 
and  the  greater  number  of  the  single  As  to  lodging,  Mr.  Austin's  account 
ones  live  with  their  parents.  (Mr.  is  painful  indeed,  both  physically  and 
Austin  says  they  are  **  sometimes  morally.  Let  us  hope  that,  to  use  the 
grown-up  daughters  living  with  their  phraseology  of  the  day,  he  has  drawn 
parents.")  Hence  their  earnings  are  his  induction  from  too  small  a  number 
merely  part  of  the  aggregate  income  of  of  instances.  He  says,  that  the  want 
the  family ;  and  to  know  their  con-  of  sufTicicnt  accommodation  seems  uni- 
dition  we  must  learn  that  of  their  bus-  versal.  Cottages,  generally  speaking, 
hands  and  fathers.  have  only  one,  or  at  most  two,  bed- 
Now,  the  wages  of  the  labourer  in  rooms,  so  that  adults  of  both  sexes 
the  district  of  Wiltshire  visited  by  Mr.  constantly  sleep  in  the  same  room,  and 
Austin  (in  the  neighbourhood  of  Caluc)  not  unfrequently  three  or  four  persons 
are  from  8  to  10  shillings  a  week  ;  in  in  the  same  bed. 
the  Dorsetshire  district  they  are  higher ;  At  Stourpain,  a  village  near  Bland- 
in  the  Devonshire  one  about  the  same  ford,  he  found  in  a  cottage  a  bedroom, 
as  in  Dorsetshire.  In  the  part  of  ten  feet  square,  containing  three  beds 
Somersetshire  visited,  they  are  even  and  eleven  occupants  of  them!  The 
lower  than  in  Wiltshire  j  but  here  the  father,  mother,  two  infants,  two  twin 
labourer  has  an  allowance  of  three  daughters  aged  20,  and  a  son  aged  17, 
pints  of  cider  daily,  which  are  con-  were  among  the  tenants  of  this  crowded 
sidered  both  by  master  and  man  to  be  room.  In  Stourpain,  there  is  a  row  of 
worth  a  shilling  or  fifteen-pence  per  labourers'  cottages  so  miserably  con- 
week.  Sometimes,  ofcourse,  the  income  structed  that  they  are  surrounded  by 
isbeyond  this,  aswhen  the  wife  and  chil-  streams  of  filth  from  pig-sties,  and 
dren  add  to  the  common  fund,  but,  on  the  privies  placed  a  few  yards  above  them. 
whole,  the  receipts  of  a  labourer  are  ex-  "  It  was  in  these  cottages  that  a  malig- 
ceedingly  small,  and  his  diet  low  in  pro-  nant  typhus  broke  out  two  years  ago, 
portion.  Thus,inWiltshire,thefoodof  which  afterwards  spread  tlurough  the 
die  labourer  and  his  family  is  bread  village." 

and  potatoes,  with  the  occasional  Nor  are  the  moral  consequences  less 
Inxniy  of  beer,  a  little  butter,  and  grievous  than  the  physical. 
tea.  To  these  arc  sometimes  added  If  we  may  believe  Mr.  Austin,  the 
eheese  and  bacon,  and  near  Calne,  the  licentiousness  produced  by  this  deficient 
entrails,  or  "  in'ards,"  of  the  pig.  "  In  accommodation  has  not  always  re- 
more  than  one  cottage,"  says  Mr.  spectcd  the  family  relationship ! 
Austin,  '^  where  the  mother  went  out  In  this,  as  in  other  matters,  much 
to  work,  or  two  of  the  boys  were  earn-  depends  on  the  landlord.  Thus  in 
ing  perhaps  3b.  or  36.  6d.  a  week  be-  Studley  the  rent  of  cottages  is  from  £3 
tween  them,  I  saw  a  side  of  bacon  to  £4  a  year,  and  families  are  crowded 
hanging  against  the  wall ;  but  nothing  together  in  the  most  indecent  manner. 
of  the  kind  was  visible  when  the  only  In  Foxton,  which  adjoins  it,  the  cottages 
earnings  were  those  of  the  husband,  or  all  belong  to  the  Marquis  of  Lans- 
the  family  was  numerous  and  young,  downe,  who  lets  them  at  half  that  rent, 
Where,  from  poverty,  bacon  cannot  be  but  will  not  allow  more  than  one  family 
obtained,  a  little  fat  is  used  to  give  a  to  occupy  one  tenement  at  the  same 
fiaTOor  to  the  potatoes."  time.    Each  cottage  has  at  least  three 
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rooms.     In  consequence  of  this  dif-  mmsj  cfafldreii  died,  in  partScalar,  of  iti 

ference  in  the  arrangement,  «y.  Lord  ^Z^'^Z^'^L^^ort.otXZ 

Lansdowne's  agent,  the  labourers  at  ^,„g  ^^^  j^  the  hosi^tal,  whUe  only  one  ww 

Foxton  are  a  soperior  kind  of  people  to  saved  oat  of  eight  saffering  from  tbe  ieqnd«. 

iViAoo  af  Qftirllpv  Th*  disease  appeared  under  different  forms ; 

,^      M,  .  ,..       ^.     .  one  is  described  by  the  author  nnder  the 

We  will  continue  this  subject  on  an  name  of  ScarlaiifM  rubeolow  (the  Rotkelm 

early  occasion.  of  the  Germans)  bat  considered  by  hhn  as  a 

^ mere  variety  of  scarlet-fever.    Tic  dispate 

concerning  the  identity  of  the  two  diseases 

DR.    STOBER    ON    THE    DISEASES  is  by  no  means  deared  up  by  his  cases.    la 

nw  ruTT  rnjwTvr  ^c  instance  of  typhoid  scarlatina,  he  ol* 

UF  l.niL.L»KKW.  Uhited  carbonate  of  ammonia,   and  with 

'  success.    The  author  does  not  hold  that  the 

Ths  author,  who  is  physician  to  the  elinique  subsequent  dropsy  always    proceeds  from 

for  children's  diseases  at  Strasburgh,  has  taking  cold  ;    an  observation  in  which  he 

published  a  work  entitled,   **  La  cUniqae  had  been  preceded  by  German  physicians. 

det  maladies  des  e^fans  de  la  faculti  de  Of  eight  patients  two  had  anasarca  alone, 

Strasbourg^  pendant  les  trois  annSes  seO'  four  ascites  at  the  same  time,   and   two 

laires,  1837-1840,  &c.  hydrothoraz.      The    rapidity    with    which 

What  follows  is  taken  from  a  review  of  water  is  sometimes  effused  in  the  internal 

the  work   in  the   Zeitschr\ft  fur  die  ge-  cavities  is  shown   by  the  following  ease. 

satnmte  Medicin  for  March  1843.  A  boy,  aged  ten,  entered  the  institatkm 

The  elinique  consists  of  a  large  ward,  suffering  under  a  slight  degree  of  anasarca, 

made  into  two  by  a  wooden  partition  ;  the  with  an  accelerated  pulse.     On  the  following 

larger  division  containing  fourteen  beds  for  day  he  walked  barefoot  across  a  passage, 

girls  and  infants,  the  smaller  one  six  beds  then  returned  to  bed,  complained  of  a  feeling 

for  boys.     Children  are  admitted  from  the  of  oppression,  and  a  few  minutes  aftewaids 

age  of  one  year  to  fifteen;   but  those  who  had  symptoms,  of  suffocation  and  orthopnoea; 

are  to  undergo  important  operations,  or  who  his  countenance  turned  blue  and  swelled, 

are  suffering  from  fractures,  tch,  or  scalled  and  in  half  an  hour  he  was  a  corpse.    On 

head,  are  admitted  into  other  wards,  which,  examination,  a  considerable  quantity  of  water 

however,  are  to  be  united  to  the  elinique,  was  found  in  the  pleura  and  pericardium. 

The  mortality  during  the  three  years  has         Stomatitis  ulcerosa. — Under  this  name 

been  1  in  7.  Dr.   Stober  describes  an  ulceration  of  the 

T)^phus  fever, — ^The  author  agrees  with  inner  surfaces  of  the  cheeks  and  the  edge  of 

Tanpin,  Rilliet,  Rodet,  and  Rah,  that  this  the  tongue,  which  is  deep  and  uneven,  and 

disease  frequently  occurs  among  children,  has  edges  which  bleed  easUy,  and  a  dirty 

but  with    slight    modifications.      He    had  greyish -yellow  bottom.     It  attacks  only  one 

twenty-six  cases,  in  half  of  which  the  patients  side  of  the  mouth,  is  oblong,  and  exactly 

were  above  ten  years  of  age.    It  is  remark-  corresponds  with  the  dental  arch,  so  thai 

able,  that  at  an  age  where  the  nervous  sys-  when  tbe  mouth  is  shut  the  ulcerated  parts 

tem  is  so  excitabte,  and  not  only  important  touch  the  teeth.    The  teeth  are  covered  inth 

diseases,  bat  occasionally  even  slight  indis-  tartar ;  the  breath  is  fetid,  and  the  glands  on 

positions    are   accompanied  by  convulsive  the  affected  side  of  the  neck  are  swollen, 

motions,  nervons  phenomena  are  less  violent  The  author  believes  incrustatioii  or  caries  of 

in  typhus  than   among    adults.     All  the  the  teeth  to  be  the  cause  of  the  disease, 
patients  suffered  from  debility,  with  sleepi-        Acute  Laryngitis, — The  author  treats  it 

ness  and  more  or  less  stupor ;  and  in  more  like  croup,  in  which  he  justly  extols  tbe 

than  half,  delirium  fss  present,  but  slighter  salphate  of  copper  give«  at  tiie  very  be- 

than  in  adults.    Ten  patients  suffeted  firoai  ginningof  the  disease, 
deafhess ;  with  the  exception  of  Ibnr,  all  had        Pneumonia, — ^This  disease  in  children  is 

diarrhoea ;    some,  however,  only  at  first,  often  secondary,  and  complicated  with  other 

whidi  vras  then  followed   by  costiveness.  maladies.  Contrary  to  the  assertion  of  many 

Three  had  red  lenticalar  qpots,  and  ten  had  physicians,  the  antiior  has  found  but  one  in* 

petechise.  stance  of  lobular  pneumonia  among  1 7  cases. 

Only  three    had   epistaxis.      Only  one  In  all  the  other  cases  it  was  lobar.    In  six 

ohOd  died  out  of  the  twenty-six ;   and,  in  instances  it  was  seated  in  both  lungs,  thoo^ 

general,  severe  cases  of  tiiis  disease  are  less  marked  on  one  side  than  the  other, 

rarer  than  among  adults.    All  the  patients  The  chief   thing  which    dbtinguishes    the 

had  a  coogfa.  pneumonia  of  children  from  that  of  adults, 

SearUUimu — From  the  autumn  of  1838  anatomically,  is  the  variety  of  hepatization 

to  the  spring  of  1840,  this  disease  prevailed  compared  with  camification.    The  author 

at  Strasburgh  in  a  rather  malignant  form  ;  has  seen  grey  hepatization  but  once,  and  the 
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red  four  timet.    In  twelve  patients  the  dis-  PROFESSOR  ROSAS'  OPERATIONS 

eaysed  Inng  was  of  the  colour  of  lees  of  wine,  q^  THE  EYE 
indarated,  and  impermeable  to  air ;  it  did  not 

easily  tear  under  the  lingers,  and  was  with-  ""^ 

oat  gpranulations,  as  in  cases  of  hepatization ;  Rosas  is  a  dexterous  and  steady  operator, 

the  upper  sur&ce  when  cut  into  was  smooth,  In  his  extraction  the  patient  is  seated  on  a 

and  looked  like  a  piece  of  muscle  without  low  stool,  with  the  head  placed  obliquely  to 

fibres.    This  complication  was  observed  in  the  light,  and  resting  against  the  breast  of 

ciiildren  who  died  on  the  10th  day  of  the  an  assistant  who  raises  the  upper  lid,  while 

disease,  or  in  a  month.    The  disease  is  less  the  operator  depresses  the  lower  with  the 

easy  to  recognise  in  children  than  in  adults,  middle  and  forefingers  in  the  usual  manner, 

as  they  are  unable  to  point  out  the  pain,  He  makes  the  downward  section  with  a  knife 

and  there  is  no  expectoration.     [In  many  somewhat  different  from  that  of  Beer,  as 

cases,  however,  says  the  German  translator,  originally  used  by  him,  and  figured  in  his  * 

the  expression'ofpainmaybc  recognised,  par-  work  in  1830.    This  knife  is  much  shorter 

ticularly  when  the  patient  coughs.]     The  in  the  blade  than  Beer's ;  its  posterior  edge 

cough  is  sometimes  violent,  the  respiration  (or  back)  is  also  sharp  and  slightly  convex. 

and  circulation  are  always  quickened,  and  Holding  it  between  the  thumb  and  the  index 

the  temperature  iacreased.  From  the  scream-  and  middle  fingers,    the    ring-finger  bent 

ing  and  disquietude  of  children,  the  crepitous  unto  the  hollow  of  the  hand,  and  the  little 

rattle  can  be  heard.     More  frequently  there  one  resting  on  the  cheek-bone,  be  introduces 

is  a  slight  or  sub-crepitous  mucous  rattle ;  the  point  at  a  right  angle  wiUi  the  cornea, 

and  this  sound,  too,  is  not  present  long,  for  (to  prevent  its  catching  in  its  layers,)  a  little 

in  the  majority  of  cases  bronchophony  and  above  the  transverse  axis  of  the  eye,  and 

bronchial  respiration  alone  are  to  be  heard,  having  entered  the  anterior  chamber,  he 

It  i»  probable  that  the  pneumonia  of  children  alters  the  position  of  the  instrument  by 

soon  passes  into  the  second  stage,  or  rather  depressing  its  handle  towards  the  tempond 

it  often  remains  latent  during  the  first  stage,  fossa,  and  thus  brings  the  surface  of  the 

Theseatof  the  disease  is  generally  discovered  blade  on  the  same  plane  with  that  of  the 

on  percussion,  and  it  is  only  in  lobular  or  iris.     Having  passed  it  rapidly  through  the 

central  pneumonia  tliat  it  cannot  be  dis-  chamber  and  made  the  counter-punctuation, 

tinguished    in    this    manner.      The    great  so  that  a  full  quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  point 

sonorousness  of  the  chest  in  children  some-  has  passed  through  the  inner  margin  of  the 

times  causes  the  dull  sound  to  be  less  marked  cornea,  he  then  draws  it  slowly  downwards, 

in  them  than  in  adults.     But  if  we  compare  and  slightly  outwards,  and  so  completes  the 

the  sound  on  both  sides  of  the  chest,  and  at  section.    If  the  case  is  one  of  double  cata- 

the  same  time  attend  to  the  sensation  ex-  rsct  he  makes  the  corneal  section,  and  con- 

perienced  by  the  percussing  finger,  the  im-  eludes  the  operation  in  the  second  eye  before 

penetrability  of  the  lung  will  be  recognised,  he  extracts  the  lens  of  the  first.     He  opens 

The  younger  children  are  the  more  they  the  capsule  with  a  Langenbeck's  needle, 

appear  to  be  exposed  to  pneumonia ;  and  it  sharpened  on  its  concave  edge,  and  extracts 

is  also  more  violent  in  early  infancy  than  the  lens  by  gently  pressing  on  the  upper 

after  the  seventh  year.      Cases  are  most  portion  of  tlue  cornea  with  the  flat  of  tiie 

numerous  in  the  first  four  months  of  the  needle. 

year.    Pneumonia  is  almost  always  fatal.  The  object  aimed  at  in  having  the  back  of 

when  combined  with  a  chronic  disease,  which  the  knife  curved  is,  to  give  it  shortness  as 

baa  already  weakened  the  constitution.  well  as  breadth,  and  thus  avoid  pricking  the 

As  to  the  treatment,  there  is  a  great  dif-  side  of  the  nose ;  and  its  posterior  sharp 

lerenoe  between  children  and  old  persons,  edge  is  to  permit  of  its  cutting  upwards  as 

From  the  latter  it  is  well  known  that  much  wS  as  downwards,  and  thus  not  only  pass 

blood  should  rarely  be  taken,  and  the  best  through  the  cornea  with  greater  facili^,  but 

remedy  is  tartar  emetic ;  whilie  in  the  pneu-  also  enable  the  operator  to  extend  the  inci- 

monia  of  children  without  complication,  the  sion  upwards  if  the  original  punctuation  is 

abstraction  of  blood  is  generally  very  useful,  too  low.    Another  reason  assigned  by  the 

The  author  bled  children  from  5  to  C  years  inventor  of  this  knife  is,  that  its  blade  by 

old,  and  found  venesection  better  than  local  being  sharp  at  both  sides,  and  forming  in  its 

bleeding.  Besides  this,  he  gave  tartar  emetic,  section  a  compressed  ellipse,  permits  less 

or  white  oxide  of  antimony,  of  which  he  pre-  esospe  of    the    aqueous  fluid    in    psssing 

iers  the  fonner.     He  combines  it  with /tsone  through  the   chamber,  than  the  ordinary 

or  gum  mucilage,  to  avoid  ulcers  in  the  instrument. 

mouth  and  phaiynx.  In  this  manner  Rosas  operates  with  the 

[To  be  continued]  ^^^  marked  success;  but  in  other  hands, 

^  especially  beginners,  his  method  and  instru- 

**""  meots  are  open  to  many  objectiofis.    The 
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insertioD  of  the  knife  at  right  angles  with 
the  cornea  is  yery  liable  to  transfix  the  iris, 
and  by  twisting  the  cornea  itself,  renders 
its  further  insertion  less  smooth  and  easy  ; 
and  its  cutting  back  endangers  both  sclerotic 
and  iris,  especially  in  turning  its  lower 
edge  outward  when  completing  the  incision  ; 
—  and  when  the  iris  happens  to  roll  over  the 
back  of  the  knife,  it  cannot  be  pressed  off 
with  the  same  focility  as  when  the  posterior 
part  is  blunt ; — should  the  point  of  the  knife 
get  entangled  with  the  iris,  he  withdraws  it 
and  re-introduces  it  in  another  place ;  if  the 
corneal  opening  is  too  small  he  enlarges  it 
with  a  Daviei's  scissors. 

The  operations  of  depression  and  reclina- 
tion  are  much  more  common  in  the  Viennese 
school  than  in  England.  In  this  clinique, 
fhese,  as  well  as  the  operation  for  solution, 
are  performed  per  scleroiicam.  In  artificial 
pupil  Rosas  generally  adopts  the  methods  of 
Beer  and  Langenbeck,  but  removes  the 
portion  of  iris  drawn  through  the  wound. — 
Wildest  Austria, 

OCULISTS  IN  AUSTRIA. 


Every  student  intending  to  become  a  doctor 
of  medicine  or  surgery  must  attend  the 
ophthalmic  clinique  during  the  first  six 
months  of  his  fifth  year;  and  at  his  final 
examination  (Zweyte  Priijung,)  his  know- 
ledge of  ophthalmic  surgery  is  strictly  in- 
quired into.  EYerjCivil-und-Landwundarit 
studies  in  this  school  during  the  second  six 
months  of  his  third  year,  and  upon  taking 
his  degree  he  is  examined  upon  ophthal- 
mology by  ^e  professor  of  that  branch. 

In  order,  however,  to  perform  operations 
on  the  eye,  and  practise  this  branch  of  medi- 
cine as  a  speciatity,  it  is  necessary  that  an 
additional  year  (after  the  degree  has  been 
obtained  from  the  university)  be  spent  in 
attendance  updn  the  eye-clinique,  at  the  end 
of  which  period  some  public  operations, 
performed  in  the  presence  of  the  professor, 
are  required  as  a  test  of  the  person's  right 
to  practise.  This  latter  course  is  frequently 
attended  by  medical  men  who  have  been 
already  in  practice,  and  also  by  foreigners. 
A  special  degree  is  granted  for  it. 

The  practitioners  thus  educated,  and 
styled  town  and  country  oculists,  Land-und' 
Sfadt'AuffenHrxte  are  distribnted  through- 
out the  whole  of  this  great  empire;  no 
town  of  any  consequence  is  without  one ; 
they  are  paid  by  the  state,  and  obliged  to 
administer  medicine  and  advice  to  the  poor 
in  all  cases  of  eye-disease,  and  also  to  fur- 
nish the  board  of  medical  direction  with  a 
monthly  Proioiol,  or  sanatory  report  of  the 
progress  of  such  affections  among  the  people 
^/ their  district.— /M. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OP  GENTLEMEN  ADMITTED  MBMBBSS. 

Friday^  June  23,  1843. 

J.  Carr.— W.  N.  Walker.— E.  C.  Hill.-C.  W. 
Beckitt.-B.  K.  Parson.  — H.  W.  Pain.— 0. 
Sayle.— B.  Dodd.—W.  Smith. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  sU 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  June  17,  1843. 

Small  Pox 10 

Measles   40 

Scarlatina  SI 

HooplDg  Cough SI 

Croap 6 

Thrush    ft 

Diarrhoea    4 

Dysentery  S 

Cholera O 

Influenza S 

Affue 1 

Typhus    47 

Brysipelas 5 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerres,  and  Senses . .  15S 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    300 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels 95 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    «. 5S 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c. r 

Childbed 

Paramenia 

Ovarian  Dropsy  ,.. 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 

Rheumatism ^. . . 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 

Carbuncle 0 

Ulcer    1 

Fistula   1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 1 

Dropsy,    Cancer,   and  other   Diseases    of 

Uncertain  Seat •  M 

Old  A^eor  Natural  Decay 00 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lutempe- 

rance    16 

Causes  not  specified 6 

Deaths  fh>m  all  Causes 9U 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51°  37'  32'W, 

Longitude  0®  3'  51"  FF.  of  Oreenwiek. 

June  1843.     |Thebmombtbb.  Baromktkb. 

Wednesday  21    ftom  40  to  72 

Thursday  .22  51  72 

Friday ...  28  45  69 

Saturday  .  24  48  67 

Sunday  .  .  25  49  64 

Monday  .  .  26  45  69 

Tuesday    .27  44  75 


S0*09  to  20*00 

20*90  Btit. 

8000  20'90 

29-98  99*04 

29*90  90*85 

20*92  90*817 
20*8S 


Wind.  S.W.  on  the  21st  and  27tb ;  otherwise 
N.  and  N.B.    Generally  clear. 

'Charles  Hemrt  Adams. 
Wilson  &  Oqilvt,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LBCTURBS 


ON  THE 


THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OF 
MIDWIFERY, 

Delivered  in  the  Theatre  of  St.  George's 
Hotpital, 

£t  Robsrt  Lee,  M.D.  F.R.S. 


Lecture  XXXIII. 

^  Lahimre  eompHeetted  with  Uterine 
Hemutrrhage  from  Placental  Pretenta- 
tifm. 

Thb  pUcenta  may  adhere  to  any  part  of 
iStMb  inner  aorface  of  the  uterus  —  to  the 
fondna,  body,  or  cenrix,  and  hsmorrhage 
nerer  takes  place  to  a  dangerous  extent 
during  pregnancy  or  labour,  unless  the  con- 
nection of  the  placenta  with  the  uterus  has 
red.  A  solution  of  continuity 
mmt  take  plaoe  between  these  organs  before 
it  ia  powible  for  a  considerable  hemorrhage 
to  ooenr  from  the  gravid  uterus.  The  par- 
tial detadunent  of  the  membranes  from  the 
iridnity  of  the  cenriz  might  occasion  a 
di|^  oozing  of  blood,  from  the  rupture  of 
■one  tmall  decidual  arteries  and  Tcins,  but 
tiie  quantity  proceeding  from  thb  source 
em  nerer  be  great,  or  produce  what  is 
HfBaUj  called  a  flooding.  It  is  from  the 
gTMt'aemilanar,  valTular-Iike,  venous  open- 
iMi  in  the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus, 
WMch  yon  have  seen  in  various  preparations, 
•nd  of  the  arteries  which  are  laid  open  by  the 
aflperation  of  the  placenta,  that  the  blood 
done  flows  in  uterine  hsmorrhage.  All  the 
dUEueut  canaes  of  flooding  produce  their 
cflBsct  by  separating  and"  exposing  the  arte- 
liei  and  veins  by  which  the  circulation  of 
the  maternal  blood  ia  carried  on  in  the 
rfaeenta.  Blows,  falls,  shocks  of  various 
fandfy  mental  and  physical,  bodily  exertion 

8}4.—-xxxn. 


and  &tigue,  the  movements  of  a  carriage 
along  a  rough  road,  attempts  to  raise  a 
heavy  weight,  dancing,  the  abuse  of  stimu- 
lants, frequenting  hot  crowded  assembliea, 
morbid  conditions  of  the  placenta,  twisting 
of  the  umbilical  cord  round  the  neck  of  the 
diild,  attachment  of  the  placenta  to  the 
cervix  uteri  ;  all  these  causes  produce 
hsmorrhage,  by  mechanically  separating  the 
placenta  from  the  part  of  the  uterus  to 
which  it  is  attached.  There  is  not  an  actual 
wound  in  the  uterus  where  the  placenta  ad- 
hered, the  lining  or  mucous  membrane  ia 
not  detached  and  expelled,  yet  there  is  a 
considerable  resemblanoe,  as  has  already 
been  stated,  between  this  portion  of  the 
inner  surface  of  the  organ  after  delivery,  and 
a  stump  after  amputation*;  in  both  the 
cavities  of  the  arteries  and  veins  are  laid 
open  or  exposed,  and  they  are  consequently 
liable  to  be  affected  by  similar  diseases. 

Dr.  Jones  first  proved  by  experiment 
that  when  an  artery  is  divided,  nature  em- 
ploys certain  means  adapted  to  arrest  the 
flow  of  blood,  the  most  important  of  which 
are  the  retraction  and  contraction  of  the 
divided  extremity  of  the  vessel  and  the  for- 
mation of  a  coagulum  of  blood  within  its 
orifice,  or  rather  two  coagula,  one  within 
the  contracted  orifice  of  the  vessel,  and  the 
other  within  its  sheath.  Nearly  simiUir 
means  are  employed  by  nature  for  preventing 
fatal  haemorrhage  from  the  uterus,  when  the 
placenta  is  detached  ;  and  if  nature  did  not 
employ  these  means  and  at  the  proper  period, 
and  with  sufficient  force,  death  from  hsmor- 
rhage would  probably  take  place  in  all  cases 
immediately  alter  the  expulsion  of  the  child 
and  separation  of  the  placenta.  The  same 
muscular  contractions  which  expel  the  con- 
tents of  the  gravid  uterus  close  the  mouths 
of  the  exposed  vessels  in  the  lining  mem- 
brane, until  coagula  of  the  fibrine  of  the 
blood  are  formed  within  them,  which  esta- 
blish a  permanent  barrier  against  the  further 
efTosion  of  blood.  The  oblique*  valvular 
manner  in  wUdi  the  nc^  Qi\«n  SiiXa  ^d&st 
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cavity  of  the  uterus  must  contribute  power-  On   Uterine  HtBmorrhage  from  Plaeenitl 
fully   to    accomplish    the    same    purpose.  Preeentation. 

Before  delivery  the  contractile  powers  of        Hippocrates  says,  the  after-birth  should 

the  uterus  cannot   be    effectually  exerted  come  after  the  child,  for  if  it  were  to  come 

in  closing  these  vessels  ;  consequently  the  out  first,  the  child  could  not  live,  because  it 

orifices  of  the  veins  must  be  stopped  in  a  derives  its  life  from  the  after-birth,  as  a 

temporary  manner  by  coagula,  and  the  in-  plant  does  from  the  earth.     Cases  of  utmne 

sufficiency  of  these  plugs  without  uterine  haemorrhage    from    placental    presentation 

contraction  to  restrain  haemorrhage  is  proved  nmgt  have  been  frequently  observed  by  the 

by  the  frequent  return  of  the  accident  on  ancients,  but  they  have  not  been  described 

the  application  of  the  slightest  occasional  in  their  writings.  In  1609,  Gnillemeau  stated 

cause,  and  the  consequent  insecurity  of  the  that  the    placenta  sometimes   presents  or 

patient  from  a  recurrence  of  the  discharge,  comes  before  the  child,  and  that  this  gives 

fresh  portions  of  the  placenta  being  likewise  f^gc  to  a  dangerous  haemorrhage  whidi  nature 

oftenseparatedtillthecontentsoftheuterusbe  is   unable  to  suppress.     In  Chapter  XII. 

expelled,  and  the  orifices  of  the  vessels  closed  which  is  entitled  '*  Le  moyen  de  seconrir  la 

by  the  muscular  contractions  of  the  organ,  femme  quand    Tarrierefais  se  preaente  le 

All  the  different  efficient  means  which  are  premier,''  he  states  that  when  the  pkicenta 

employed  for  checking  the  discharge  in  ute-  comes  first,  the  most  certain  and  expedient 

rine  haemorrhage,  either  excite  the  contrac-  measure  is  immediate  delivery,  because  there 

tions  of  the  uterus  or  promote  the  coagula-  \g  usually  a  constant  flooding  in  consequence 

tion  of  the  blood  itself  within  the  vessels.  of  the  openings  in  the  veins,   which  are 

Until  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy  the  situated  in  the  walls  of  the  uterus  to  which 

blood-vessels  of  the  uterus  have  not  attained  those  of  the  placenta  are  joined,  being  laid 

a  sufficient  size  to  pour  out  blood  in  so  open  or  exposed,  and  that  the  blood  flows 

great  a  quantity  as  suddenly  to  destroy  life,  out  whenever  the  uterus  contracts,   as  in 

though  the  discharge  may  be  very  profuse,  labour,  to  expel  the  child.    The  source  of 

and  produce  alarming  symptoms.     The  re-  the  discharge  and  cause  of  the  death  of  the 

medics  which  ought  to  be  employed  when  foetus  is  thus  accurately  described.  **D*autre- 

luemorrhage  takes  place  in  the  early  months  part  I'enfant  estant  enfermek  en  la  matrice, 

have  already  been  described,  and  are  chiefly  Torifice  estant  bouche  par  le  dit  arrierefais, 

as  follows  :  venesection,  where  the  patient  is  ne  respire  plus  par  les  arteres  de  la  mfere, 

plethoric  and  the  circulation  excited;  rest  sera  tost  suffoqu^  faute  d'ayde,  et  mesme 

in  the  horizontal  position ;  the  free  admis-  englouty  du  sang  qui  est  contenu  en  la  ma- 

sion  of  cool  air ;  ice  in  a  bladder,  or  cold  trice,  et   qui   coule   des    veines    qui   sont 

vinegar  and  water,  laid  over  the  hypogas-  ouvertes  en  icelle."     But  before  attempting 

trium  ;  cold  acidulated  drinks ;  the  use  of  anything,  two  circumstances,  he  says,  are  to 

superacetate  of  lead  and  opium  ;   the  intro-  be  observed  :  the  first  is,  to  consider  whether 

duction  of  a  sponge  into  the  upper  part  of  the  placenta  is  little  or  far  advanced ;  for  if 

the  vagina,  and,  where  these  fail,  puncturing  the  former,  having  placed  the  mother  in  the 

the  ovum,  exhibiting  the  ergot  of  rye,  and  proper  position,  it  must  be  replaced  and 

endeavouring  by  all  other  means  to  excite  pushed  back  with  the  greatest  diligence,  and 

the  contraction  of  the  uterus  and  the  expul-  jf  the  head  presents,  it  must  be  brought  down 

slon  of  its  contents.     There  are  very  few  if  that  it  may  be  expelled  as  in  natural  labour, 

any  cases  in  which  it  is  safe  to  attempt  to  But  if  some  difficulty  should  occur,  so  that 

introduce  the  whole  hand  into  the  uterus,  to  the  head   could  not  advance,   or  that  the 

deliver  by  turning  the  child,  before  the  end  mother,  or  infant,  or  both,  are  feeble,  and 

of  the  sixth  month.     Uterine  hiemorrhage  there  is  a  probability  of  the  labour  being 

in  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  and  during  protracted,  without  doubt  the  best  expedient 

labour,  is  always  accompanied  with  great  jg  to  bring  down  the  feet  of  the  child,  and 

danger ;  It  does  and  ought  to  excite  alarm  in  deliver  as  gently  as  possible.    The  other 

all  cases,  and  it  occurs, /ra^  where  the  pla-  point  to  be  observed  is,  that  if  the  after- 

oenta  presents,  or  has  originally  adhered  to  i,lrth   is  much  advanced,   and  cannot   be 

the  cervix  uteri,  and  been  afterwards  de-  replaced  In  consequence  of  its  size  and  the 

tached  from  the  uterus  in  consequence  of  haemorrhage,  and  that  the  child  is  closely  fol- 

the  shortening  of  the   cervix  which  takes  lowing  it,  and  requires  only  to  pass  into  the 

place  in  the  seventh  month  ;  and,  tecondly,  world,  the    placenta    must  be  completely 

where  the  placenta  has  adhered  to  the  fundus  drawn  forth.    The  works  of  Guillemeau  do 

or  body  of  the  uterus,  and  been  separated  ^ot  contain  a  single  observation  to  justify 

from  it  by  external  violence,  the  umbilical  the  assertion  that  hfi  evidently  supposed  that 

cord  surrounding  the  neck  of  die  child,  a  this  presentation  of  the  placenta  at  the  os 

morbid  state  of  the  placenta  itself,  or  some  ^teri  was  owing  to  its  having  been  separated 

other  accidental  cause.    The  first  of  these  f^om  its  usual  situation  in  the  uterus  and 

Tarieties  is  usually  called  unavoidable,  the  fallen  down  to  the  lower  part.     Not  only  has 

#econd^  accidental,  nterint  hiemorrhage.  thisgroundlessassertionbeen  made  respecting 
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Gnillemeaiiy  but  other  anthorsi  who  have  ex-  from  presentation  of  the  placenta,  and  in 

preaaly  stated  that  on  introducing  the  hand  into  sixteen  of  these  delivery  was  accomplished 

the  ntems  to  deliver  by  taming,  they  felt  the  by  passing  the  hand  through  the  opening 

placenta  adhering  all  round  to  the  cervix.  formed  by  the  separation  of  the  placenta 

The  28th  Chapter  of  Mauriceau's  Treatise  from  the  uterus,  rupturing  the  membranes, 

(1668)    18    entitled,   '*  De  Taccouchement  and  turning  the  child.     Two  women  died 

mqueirarriere-faix  sepresentele  premier,  ou  after  this  operation,  and  one  who  would  not 

eit  tout-k-fait  sortit  devant  Tenfieint.''     The  consent  to  have  it  performed  died  unde- 

•ymptoms  and  treatment  of  cases  of  placen.  livered. 

tal  preaentation  are  here  accurately  described,  These  cases  are  Nos.  8,  55,  59,  68,  106, 

and  in  all  cases  of  hsemorrhage  from  this  170,  175,  210,  423,  428,  438,  454,  484, 

came  be  recommends  immediate  delivery.  502,597,651.    The  first  occurred  in  1669 ; 

If  the  jdacenta  has  not  entirely  escaped,  and  the  last  in  1692. 

the  membranes  are  not  ruptured,  he  advises  Portal's    Treatise    (1685)    contains    the 

the  part  of  the  placenta  which  presents  to  histories  of  eight  or  more  cases  of  uterine 

be  pat  aside  with  the  hand,  which  is  to  be  hsemorrhage,  in  which  he  found,  on  intro- 

paaied  up  into  the  uterus,  the  membranes  ducing  the  hand  to  turn  the  child,  that  the 

raptured,  and  the  delivery  completed  by  placenta  was  not  merely  at  the  os  uteri,  but 

taming.     The  rules  for  the  treatment  of  adhering  to  the  cervix  all  round ;   and  he 

these  caaes  are  laid  down  with  the  greatest  states,  in  the  most  clear  and  forcible  manner, 

preciaion.    When  the  placenta  was  entirely  after  relating  his  first  case,  that  artificial 

■eparated,  then  only  did  he  consider  it  as  a  delivery  is  the  only  remedy  that  can  preserve 

foreign  body,  and  recommend  its  extraction  the  life  of  women  under  such  circumstances, 

before  the  child,  as  Guillemeau  had  done :  and  that  by  this  means  he  had  saved  the 

bat  to  this  practice  he  states,  as  an  obvious  lives  of  several  women  at  the  Hotel-Dieu.    In 

ob}eetioD,  that   the    placenta    is    strongly  1664,  Case  No.  2  occurred  during  the  eighth 

Attached  to  the  membranes  which  surround  month,  in  which,  on  passing  his  hand  into 

it,  and  that  it  cannot  be  drawn  out  without  the  uterus,  he  felt  a  soft  body,  which  was 

tiie  membranes  enveloping  the  child  being  the  after-birth,  which  he  gently  separated 

drawn  out  also.     It  has  also  been   most  from  the  uterus,  then  ruptured  the  mem- 

erroneoualy  asserted,   that  Mauriceau    in-  branes,  and  brought  down  the  feet  of  the 

▼eriably  speaks  of  the  placenta  when  at  the  child  and  extracted  it,  dead.     In  Case  29 

oe  ottti  as  ''entirely  detached.''     In  the  (1671), the  placenta  presented, and  the  head 

hiftory  of  hia  case  423,  related  at  p.  350,  of  the  child  was  forced  against  it  so  strongly, 

the  following  observation  occurs,  which   I  that  it  was  torn,  and  the  infant  expelled 

may  adduce  as  a  proof  perfectly  conclusive  dead.     Case  39  occurred  also  in   1671,  in 

that  Manriceau  does  not  invariably  speak  of  the  history  of  which  he  states  that  he  felt 

the  placenta  when  at  the  os  uteri  as  entirely  the  placenta  adhering  on  all  sides  to  the 

detached,   but,  on  the  contrary,  was  fully  orifice  of  the  uterus.     '*  Sur  cette  assurance 

of  the  fact,  that  the  placenta  had  not  je  glissay  mes  doigts  dans  les  orifices,  oii  je 


detached  from  the  fundus  and  pushed  sentis  I'arriere-faix  qui  se  prescntoit,  et  qui 

down  to  the  orifice  by  its  own   gravity,  bouchoit   Torifice    de   la  matrice   de  tout 

**  Mail    quoique    j^aye  dit    que   Tarriere-  costez  avec  adherancea  en  toutes  scs  parties, 

foiz  de  cette  femme  presentoit  le  premier  exceptc  par  Ic  milieu,  qui  se  trouvoit  devise 


,  dans  le  temps  que  je  I'accouchai,  jusques  a  la  membrane,  laquclle  n'estant 

tt    qoe    I'excessive   perte  de  sang  qu'elle  pas  ouverte,   ny   les  eaux   ecoulees,   j'eus 

SToit  Tint  de  ce  detachement,  il  ne  faut  beaucoup   de  facilite   a  tourncr  I'enfant." 

put  eroire  que  cti  arriere-faix  fut  aiiuti  This  woman  died  from  loss  of  blood  some 

mUierement  detachi  de  la  mafrice,  depuis  time  after  delivery,  there  being  scarcely  a 

toot  le  temps  que  cette  perte  de  sang  avoit  drop  found  in  the  arteries  and  veins  on  dis- 

cOBunence  a  paroitre  en  cette  femme  :  car  section ;  and  Portal  complains,  with  justice, 

M  cela  eut  ^tc,  I'enfant  seroit  mort  en  tres  that  the  body  was  examined  in  his  absence 

pea  de  temps,  ne  pouvant  pas  (*tre  vivifie  by  a  distinguished  accoucheur,  but  in  the 

qne  par  le  communication  du  sang  de  la  presence  of  the  wife  of  the  greatest  and  most 

m^rey  dont  ii  eat  priv6  aussitot  que  I'arriere-  illustrious  physician  of  the  age,  whose  name 

foix  eat  enti^rement  detacli^  de  la  matrice  :  he  has  not  recorded,  and  whose  memory  has 

oomme  il  n'y  avoit  dans  le  commence-  probably  perished  many  years  ago.     **  C'est 


vn  pea 

fennmt  d'etre  nourri  da  sang  de*  tout  le  reste  mais  bien  tout  le  contraire,  qu'une  femme 

de  I'arriere-faix,  qui  n'avoit  pas  et^  entiere-  toit  si  bien  aecouch^  qn'on  souhaitera  et 

ment  aepar^  de  la  matrice."     Mauriceau  has  que  malheureusement  elle  vient  a  mourir,  ce 

■elated  seventeen  cases  of  uterine  haemorr-  sera  touqours  la  faute  de  celui  ou  de  celle 

hage^  in  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  qui  aura  accouche  la  femme  :  taut  W  xsv!«^- 
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sance  a  de  Tempire  sur  la  Terit^.''     Portal's        Dr.  Edward  Rigby  aflserCs,  that  **  in  one 

42d  case  happened  in  1672,  in  which  there  case  only  does  Portal  attempt  to  make  any 

was  also  a  considerable  heemorrhage,  and  on  practical  inference  whatever,  haTing,  in  aU 

passing  the  hand  into  the  orifice  of  the  ute-  the  others,  contented  himself  with  mordy 

rus,  he  says  he  felt  the  placenta  presenting,  stating  the  fact  of  the  placenta  adhering  to 

which   he    gently    separated   ('*  parcequ'il  the  os  uteri."    The  operation  of  passing  the 

estoit  colle  k  Torifice  interne'')  because  it  hand  between  the  placenta  and  atemsybnng* 

was  glued  to  the  internal  orifice.    Portal's  ing  down  the  feet  and  turning  the  ohiid« 

43d  case,   which  also  occurred   in   1672,  wluch  Portal  had  recourse  to  io  promptly 

was  one  of  haemorrhage  with  placental  pre-  in  most  of  the  preceding  cases,  I  think  yoa 

sentation  during  the  sixth  month  of  preg-  will  be  disposed  to  regard  as  the  very  best 

nancy,  and  here  he  also  passed  up  his  hand  practical  inference  which   he   could    have 

between  the  uterus  and  placenta,  where  the  drawn,  or  has  yet  been  drawn  by  others 

partial  detachment   had  taken  place,  and  from  the  knowledge  of  the  &ct.     It  hat 

brought  down  the  feet  of  the  child  ;  **  en-  likewise  been  affirmed  by  him  that  *^  all  the 

suite  je  glissay  ma  main  dans  I'entr^  de  la  authors  in  midwifery,  up  to  the  time  of  Rob- 

matrice,  ou  j.e  sentis  rarriere-faix   qui  se  derer  and  Levret  were  ignorant  of  Portal's 

presentoit.      L'ayant  tepari^  afin  de  me  explanation."     The  truth  of  this  you  aaay 

frayer  U  chemittf  je  sentis  les  membranes  estimate  by  the  following  fects. 
des  eauz   que  je  percay,'*   &c.      Another        In  the  History  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 

similar  case,  No.  51,  took  place  in  the  same  Sciences  for  1728,  it  is  stated,  that  Petit 

year,    1672,   and  to  this  history  is    sub-  examined  the  body  of  a  woman  who  had  died 

joined  a  correct  explanation  of  the  cause  of  from  flooding  when  near  the  full  poiod,  and 

the  hemorrhage  which  occurs  in  the  latter  he  found  the  placenta  adherent  to  the  neck 

months  of  pregnancy,  where  the  placenta  of  the  uterus,  and  exactly  closing  the  orifice 

adheres  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus.     On  except  at  one  part,  where  it  was  detached, 

introducing  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  he  and  from  whence  the  discharge  of  blood  had 

says,   ''J'ouvris  oet  anneau  en  telle  sorte  taken  place. 

que  je  n'eus  point  de  peine  k  porter  ma  main        Giffard  has  recorded  about  twenty  cases  of 

dans  le  fond  de  la  matrice,  ou  en  la  glissant  placental  presentation,  and  he  was  likewise 

je  sentis  le  placenta  qui  environnoit  en  de-  completely  aware  of  the  feet,  that  the  placenta 

dans  I'orifice  interne  :  ce  qui  estoit  la  cause  sometimes  adheres  to  the  inferior  part  of  the 

de   la    perte    de    sang,    parceque    lorsque  uterus.  He  eoncludes  the  history  of  his  115th 

I'ouverture  de  cet  anneau  se  faisoit,  le  pla-  case  with  the  following  observation.     "  I 

centa  qui  se  trouvoit  contigu  k  cet  orifice,  a  cannot  implicitly  accede  to  the  opinion  of 

cause  de  quelque  contiguity  qu'il  a  avec  la  most  writers  on  midwifery,  which  is,  that 

matrice,  k  I'endroit  ou  il  y  est  adherant,  cet  the  placenta  always  adheres  to  the  ^ndus 

orifice  venant  k  s'ouvrir,  il  se  divise,  et  en  uteri,  for  in  this,  as  well  as  many  former  in- 

mesme  temps  les  vaisseaux  venant    k   se  stances,  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  il 

diviser,  cela  fait  que  le  sang  de  la  malade  se  sometimes  adheres  to  or  near  the  oa  in- 

perd  en  abondance ;  et  si  elle  n'est  prompte-  temum,  and  that  the  opening  of  it  occasions 

ment  seconrue,  elle  meurt  bien-tost."     He  a  separation,  and  consequently  a  flooding." 

then  turned  and  delivered  the  child.     In  In  the  history  of  Case  116  he  states  that  he 

concluding  the  history  of  this  case  he  states,  told  the  patient  "  that  the  only  way  to  save 

that  in  the  year  1683  he  had  completed  the  her  life  was  a  speedy  delivery."     When  h« 

delivery  successfully  in  five  similar  cases,  passed  his  hand  through  the  os  uteri,  th« 

all  the  women  having  recovered.     His  69th  first  thing  he  met  with  was  the  placenta, 

case  occurred  in  1679,  in  which  he  likewise  which  he  *'  found  closely  adhering  round  the 

found,  on  passing  the  hand,  that  the  pU-  os  internum"  of  the  uterus ;  which,  amongst 

centa  was  every  where  firmly  adherent  to  many  other  instances,  is  a  proof  that  the 

the  neck  of  the  uterus,  which  was  the  cause  placenta  is  not  always  fixed  to  the  bottom  of 

of  the  great  hemorrhage.     **  In  Portal'a  the  uterus,  according  to  the  opinion  of  some 

Cases  in  Midwifery,"  observes  Dr.  Rigby,  writers  in  midwifery ;  its  adhering  to  the 

in   his    Essay  on    Uterine    Hemorrhage,  os  internum  was  in  my  opinion  the  occaaioii 

"  there  are  eight  in  which  he  was  under  the  of  the  flooding ;  for  as  the  os  internum  was 

necessity  of  £livering  by  art,  on  account  of  gradually  dilated,  the  placenta  at  the  same 

dangerous  hemorrhages,  and  in  all  of  them  time  was  separated,  from  whence  proceeded 

he  found  the  placenta  at  the  mouth  of  the  the  effusion  of  blood.    The  placenta  pre- 

womb."  TUs  important  fact,  that  m  all  sented  in  Cases  120,  121,  158,  160,  184, 
these  cases  the  placenta  was  found  not  209,  and  224.  In  the  last  of  these  cases  he 
merely  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  but  "  felt  part  of  the  placenta  adhering  round 
adherent  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  in  somjB  about  the  orifice  of  the  uterus.".  ''  This 
all  round  to  it,  is  suppressed  by  Dr.  Rigby,  case  occurred  in  1731 ;  and  in  a  Airther  com- 
Bor  are  the  practical  condusions,  whioi  munication  of  its  details,  he  observes,  as  he 
Portal  drew  fW>m  it,  described  by  him.  had  done  before ;  **  I  b^  leave,"  before  I 
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proceed  to  give  any  farther  account  of  the  sometimes  adheres  to  the  circumference  of 

deUvery,  to  give  my  opinion  on  a  point  of  the  internal  orifice  of  the  uterus ;  2.  That 

midwifery    in    which   I   differ  from    most  where  this   occurs,  uterine  hemorrhage  is 

autiiors  that  have  wrote  on  the  subject.     It  inevitable    in  the  latter  months   of  preg- 

is  generally  beUered  that  the  ovum  after  its  nancy ;    and  3d,  that  the  only  method  of 

impregnation    and    separation     from    the  obviating    this    dangerous    accident   is    to 

ovarium,  and  its  passage  through  the  tuba  deliverimmediately  by  turning  the  child.  He 

fallopiana,  always  adheres,  and  is  fixed  after  refers  to  the  cases  of  Van  Home,  Schaeher, 

some  time  to  the  fundus  uteri ;  in  this  case  Plasner,  Brunet,  Huster,  Portal,  Petit,  and 

tiie  pUoenMi  adhered,  and  was  fixed  close  to  those  which  came  under  his  observation, 

and  round  about  the  cervix  uteri,  as  I  have  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  first  proposition. 

ftrnnd  it  in  many  other  cases,  so  that  upon  a  He  quotes  also  in  its  support  the  opinions 

dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  a  separation  has  of  Massa,  Drelincourt,  Mauriceau,  Bidloc, 

always  followed,  whence  a  flooding  n&turally  and  Noortwyk,  tliat  the  outer  membrane  of 

eosoes."  the  ovum  adheres  to  the  whole  inner  surfiice 

**  Giffard,'*  says  Dr.  Rigby,  '*  has  more  of  the  uterus,  and  Uiat  the  spheroidal  mass, 

twenty  cases  where  the  placenta  was  being  equally  compressed  on  all  sides  by  the 

firaiid  at  the  os  uteri :  but  plainly  tuppoeet  uterus,  cannot  be  displaced,  nor  the  placenta 

thai  it  had  not  been  originally  JUted  there ^  slide  down  from  the  fundus  to  the  cervix,  as 

Amt  he  says,  "  it  is  customary  in  floodings  to  Daventer  supposed.     Levret  observed  that 

ftnd  the  placoita  sunk  down  to  the  mouth  of  uterine  contractions  invariably  increased  the 

the  womb.*'  haemorrhage,  where  the  placenta  had  been 

Puzos  knew  that  the  placenta  sometimes  implanted  over  the  cervix  uteri,  and  that  the 

adhered  to  tibe  cervix  uteri :  all  the  authors  contrary  eflfbct  was    produced   where    the 

OD  midwifery  who  lived  from  the  time  of  placenta  had  adhered  to  the  fundus  uteri, 

Portal  to  that  of  Roederer  and  Levret  were  and  been  detached  by  an  accidental  cause. 
not,  therefore,  ignorant  of  the  fact.  In  a  case  which  occurred  in  1 752,  he 

*'  U  y  a  eu  plus  d'on  example  de  femmes  passed  the  hand  through  the  substance  of 

qui  n'ont  pA  aceoucher,"  he  observes  at  page  the  placenta,  and  delivered  the  child.    The 

W*  "  parceque  le  placenta  s'itoit  colld  sur  child  was  dead,  and  the  mother  died  soon 

I'orifioe  de  la  matrice,  qu'il  le  tenoit  berme-  after.     Levret  api>ears  to  have  been  one  of 

ti^pdmeat  olos,  et  qu'il  emp^choit  sa  dilata-  the  first  who  recommended,  as  a  general 

tkni  Ion  dn  terme  de  I'accouchement.  C'est  rule,  forcing  the  hand  through  the  centre  of 

doooiinpeulegdrement  que  Daventer  soutient  the  placenta,  instead  of  passing  it  between 

que  le  placenta  est  toujours  au  fond  de  la  the  uterus  and  its  margin,  as  Mauriceau  and 

aaatrioe."  Portal  had  done.    The  occurrence  of  uterine 

Roderer  has  given  a  clear  account  of  the  haemorrhage  from  placental  presentation  he 

Wfm^gkaaa  and  treatment  of  cases  of  uterine  attributed  to  a  development  of  the  cervix 

hssmorriiage  fix>m  attachment  of  the  placenta  uteri  from  above  downward,  in  consequence 

to  tbe  lower  part  of  the  uterus,  in  his  Ele-  of  which  a  separation  took  place  between 

HMDta  of  Midwifery,  published  at  Gottingen  the  two  organs,  and  the  vessels  of  the  uterus 

id  1759.     Tbe  plaioenta,  he  states,  can  be  were  exposed. 

lUt  firmly  adhering  to  its  inferior  segment.        Smellie  also  knew,   in   iriSf'that    the 

He  deniee  the  possibility  from  any  cause  of  placenta  sometimes  adheres  to  the  lower 

tke  placenta  being  detached  from  the  fundus  part  of  the  uterus,  and  he  has  related  nine 

vieri  and  falling  down  to  the  cervix.     In  cases  to  illustrate  the  fact,  and  the  appropriate 

■MM'  caeci  the  whole  placenta  covers  the  treatment.     '*  The  edge  or  middle  of  the 

orifioe  of  the  uterus ;  in  others,  and  these  placenta  sometimes  adheres,''  he  observes, 

•M  moeh  less  dangerous,  and  may  be  com-  **  over  the  inside  of  the  os  internum,  which 

aittad  to  nature,  he  states  that  it  adheres  frequently  begins  to   open  several    weeks 

only  to  the  side  of  the  aperture.     He  has  before  the  full  time  ;  and  if  this  be  the  case 

teoribed  with  great  minuteness  the  opera-  a  floodingbegins  at  the  same  time,  and  seldom 

tim  of  turning  the  child,  and  pointed  out  its  ceases  entirely  until  the  woman  is  delivered. 

iMMHity  in  Jl  those  cases  in  which  a  large  The  discharge  may,  indeed,  be  terminated 

portion  of  the  placenta  adheres  to  the  neck  by  coagulums  that  stop  up  the  passage  ;  but 

of  the  uterus.     He  recommends  the  dilata-  when  they  are  removed,  it  returns  wiUi  its 

tion  of  the  orifice  to  be  slowly  and  cautiously  former  violence,  and  demands  the  same  treat- 

effwted  with  the  hand,  which,  he  says,  is  not  ment  that   is  recommended   above" — viz. 

to  be  pushed  through  the  centre  of  the  artificial  delivery. 

placenta,  but  through  the  opening  formed  by        "  A  case  of  hsemorrhage,"  observes  Dr. 

UM  detachment  from  the  uterus.  Rigbyr  '^^  the  preface  to  Sie  sixth  edition  of 

Levret,  in  his  Dissertation  1761,  under-  his  Essay,   1822,  ''in  which  I  found  the 

took  to  prove,  what  it  appears  had  previously  placenta  attached  to  the  os  uteri,  occurttd 

dononitrated. — 1.  That  the  placenta  at  a  very  eaily  p«i\od  ol  nvi  v^^cdcy^^xXs^ 
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not  finding  snch  a  circumstance  recorded  in  as  I  have  before  remarkedi  is  mrdj  the 
the  lectures  which  I  had  attended  or  taken  more  extraordinary,  that  other  writers  who 
notice  of  in  the  common  elementary  trea-  have  noticed  the  fact  should  not  have  de- 
tises  on  midwifery,  I  considered  it  at  first  duced  them ;  that  Dionis,  Manrioean,  De- 
merely  as  a  casual  and  rare  deviation  from  venter,  La  Motte,  Portal,  Rnysdi,  Giffard, 
nature.  In  a  few  years,  however,  so  many  Smellie,  Hunter,  &c.  whom  I  have  quoted 
similar  instances  fell  under  my  notice,  as  to  as  having  found  the  placenta  at  the  os  uteri, 
convince  me  that  it  was  a  circumstance  ne-  should  not  practically  have  applied  it,  than 
cessary  to  be  inquired  after  in  every  case  of  that  Levret  or  myself  should  have  done  it. 
hemorrhage  ;  and  this  conviction  was  con-  I  am  further  not  reluctant  to  adcnowledge 
firmed  by  the  perusal  of  cases  in  midwifery ;  that,  after  reading  Levret's  dissertation,  I 
for  I  then  found  that  the  fact  of  the  pla-  felt  less  entitled  to  the  claim  of  abtolote 
centa  being  thus  situated  had  been  recorded  originality  on  the  subject ;  and  I  now  rest 
by  many  wiiters,  though  in  no  instance,  perfectly  satisfied  to  divide  with  him  the 
w)iich  had  then  reached  me,  had  any  practi-  credit  arising  from  the  mere  circumstance  of 
cal  inferences  been  deduced  from  it.  It  ap-  communicating  a  new  physiological  &ct.'' 
peared  to  me,  indeed,  most  extraordinary,  **  Levret's  facts,  moreover,  though  tiiey 
that  such  a  fact,  known  to  so  many  cele-  proved  that  the  placenta  might  be  originally 
brated  practitioners,  should  not  long  before  attached  to  the  os  uteri  (and  a  single  in- 
have  led  to  its  practical  application,  and,  ia  stance  would  establish  this)  were  scurody 
consequence,  to  more  fixel  principles  in  the  sufficient  to  prove  the  frequency  of  its  oc- 
treatment  of  hsmorrhage  from  the  gravid  currence,  from  which  alone  arises  the  neoes- 
uterus ;  and  I  may  perhaps  be  allowed  to  sity  of  practically  attending  to  it  in  every 
say,  that  I  congratulate  myself,  young  in  case  of  haimorrhage.  His  observations  (per- 
years  and  in  practice  as  I  then  was,  in  being  haps  even  more  creditable  to  him  for  being 
probably  the  first  to  suggest  an  important  founded  on  such  scanty  materials),  were  de- 
improvement  in  the  treatment  of  one  of  the  rived  from  four  cases  only,  but  of  these  but 
most  perplexing  and  dangerous  cases  in  two  were  under  his  immediate  cognizance ; 
midwifery,  and  that  I  committed  my  obser-  whereas,  in  the  first  edition  of  this  essay, 
vations  on  the  subject  to  paper,  not  only  my  opinions  were  supported  by  36  details! 
under  a  conviction  of  their  practical  utility,  cases,  in  13  of  which  the  placenta  was  found 
but  certainly  also  under  an  impression  that  at  the  os  uteri ;  and  in  the  fourth  edition  the 
my  suggestions  were  original.  Not  long  number  was  increased  to  106,  43  of  whidi 
after  the  first  edition  was  at  press,  indeed  were  produced  by  this  peculiar  original  si- 
before  the  first  sheet  was  printed  (1776),  tuation  of  the  placenta.'' 
Levret's  dissertation  on  this  subject  fell  into  In  the  Matemite  at  Paris,  from  the  year 
my  hands  ;  and  in  a  note  I  referred  to  it  as  1797  to  1811,  during  which  period  20,357 
additional  testimony  in  proof  of  the  placenta  women  were  delivered,  Mademae  Boivin  re- 
in these  cases  being  originally  attached  to  ports  there  were  8  cases  of  placental  pre- 
the  08  uteri.  I  have  been  led  into  this  little  sentation,  being  in  the  proportion  of  1  in 
detail,  because  it  has  been  suggested  that  I  2554.  During  six  years  and  nine  months 
have  borrowed  my  theory  from  Levret.  10,387  cases  of  labour  occurred  in  the  Dub- 
After  remarking  the  gross  folly  I  should  lin  Lying-in  Hospital,  under  the  master- 
have  been  guilty  of  in  quoting  Levret,  had  ship  of  Dr.  Joseph  Clarke,  and  there  were 
I  furtively  adopted  his  opinions,  it  will,  I  4  cases  of  placental  presentation,  or  1  in 
trust,  be  sufficient  for  me  unequivocally  to  2596.  One  of  these  proved  fatal.  Dr. 
declare,  that  my  original  ideas  on  the  sub-  Collins  met  with  11  cases  of  placental  pre- 
ject  were  derived  solely  from  my  own  per-  sentation  in  16,654  labours,  being  nearly  in 
sonal  observation  and  experience  ;  and  tiiat,  the  proportion  of  1  to  1492.  Eight  of  the 
having  previously  neither  read  nor  heard  qf  children  presented  naturally,  four  of  which 
the  placenta  being  ever  fixed  to  the  os  uteri,  were  turned ;  one  was  delivered  by  the  na- 
the  knowledge  of  such  a  circumstance,  de-  tural  efforts ;  one  with  the  forceps ;  and  in 
rived  as  before  observed,  came  to  me,  and  the  other  two  the  head  was  lessened.  Of 
impressed  me  as  a  discovery.  I  was  cer-  the  remaining  three,  two  presented  with 
tainly  afterwards  struck  with  the  coind-  the  feet,  and  one  with  the  breech.  Six 
dence  of  the  sentiments  of  Levret  and  my*  of  the  children  were  bom  alive.  Of  the  five 
self  on  the  subject — with  the  similarity  of  still- bom,  two  were  putrid.  Two  of  the 
our  practical  deductions,  and,  allowing  for  women,  where  the  children  were  turned,  died: 
the  difference  of  language,  even  with  the  all'the  rest  recovered.  Dr.  Ramsbotham  has 
sameness  of  our  expressions.  But  is  it  ex-  rdated  19  cases  of  placental  presentation, 
traordinary  that  two  persons  should  have  eight  of  which  proved  fatal.  In  fine,  the 
deduced  the  same  condusions  from  similar  placenta  was  only  partially  adherent  to  the 
premises  ?  In  the  present  instance,  where  cervix,  and  in  three  the  expulsion  of  the  pla- 
the  inferences  are  BO  obviouSf  the  contrary,  centa  took  place  before  the  child.     Out  of 
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174  cases  of  placental  presentation  recorded  aents.     In  some  cases  I  have  been  indaced, 

by  different  authors,  Dr.  Churchill  states  from  the  symptoms,  to  believe  that  the  pla- 

that  48  proved  fetal,  or  nearly  1  in  3  ;    and  centa  was  at  the  os  uteri  when  it  was  not. 

thatin  85  cases  of  uterine  hsemorrhage,  where  As  the  treatment  and  the  successful  or  fatal 

the  placenta  was  at  the  fundus,  24  proved  result  of  the  case  wiU,  in  a  g^reat  measure, 

fatal,  the  proportions  being  nearly  the  same,  depend  on  the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis, 

I  have  seen  38  cases  of  uterine  hasmorrhage  the  examination  should  be  conducted  with  so 

in  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy  from  par-  much  care  and  circumspection  as  to  leave  no 

tial  or  complete  attachment  of  the  placenta  room  for  doubt  on  the  subject.    An  ordinary 

to  the  neck  of  the  uterus.     Seven  of  these  examination,  with  the  fore  and  middle  fingers, 

vromen  died  soon  after  delivery,  from  the  loss  is  generally  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  ascer- 

c^  blood  they  had  sustained.     One  died  un-  tain  the  true  state  of  the  case,  but  where  the 

delivered,  from  the  first  attack,  before  being  os  uteri  is  very  high  up,  and  directed  back- 

0een ;   one  from  rupture  of  the  uterus ;   and  wards,  it  becomes  requisite  to  introduce  the 

five  from  uterine  phlebitis  and  other  forms  of  whole  hand  within  the  vagina.     The  finger 

uterine  inflammation.    The  subjoined  table  should  then  be  passed  gently  through  the  os 

ofthesecases,  constructed  by  Edmund  John-  uteri,   and,  if  the  placenta  adheres  to  the 

•on,  Esq.  will  enable  you  in  a  very  short  cervix,  it  will  be  distinguished  from  coagu- 

time  to  become  acquainted  with  all  their  lated  blood,  the  only  substance  with  which 

most  important  details.  it  can  be  confounded,  by  its  firmer,  fibrous, 

In  the  greater  number  of  cases  of  pla«  vascular  structure,  and,  above  all,  by  its  ad- 

oental  presentation  the  discharge  of  blood  hering  at  one  part  to  the  uterus,  and  being 

takes  place  spontaneously  in  the  seventh  and  separated  at  another.     If  you  will  take  the 

eighth  months  of  pregnancy,  and  cannot  be  trouble  to  pass  the  finger  carefully  and  re- 

relierred  either  to  bodily  exertion,  external  peatedly  over  the  uterine  surface  of  a  recently 

▼iolence,  nor  to  any  unusual  determination  expelled  placenta,  you  will  never,  in  actufd 

to  the  uterine  organs,  or  congestion  of  their  practice,  mistake  a  placenta  at  the  os  uteri 

Teasels.    The  hsemorrhage  generally  comes  for  a  clot  ofblood,  however  firm.   In  all  cases 

<m  suddenly,  when  the  woman  is  in  a  state  of  it  is  requisite  to  proceed  at  once  to  determine 

rest,  and  the  blood  continues  to  flow  until  by  an  examination,  so  carefully  conducted  as 

fidntness  or  even  s3|iicope  takes  place.     It  to  render  a  mistake  impossible,  wliether  or 

ofira  ceases  entirely,  and  the  patient  resumes  not  the  placenta  presents — even  though  the 

lier  usual  occupations,  and  has  no  dread  of  haemorrhage  should  be  slightly  renewed  by 

another  attack.      But  after  an  interval  of  the  displacement  of  the  coagula ;  you  cannot 

several  days,  and  sometimes  not  before  two  be  too  early  acquainted  with  the  precise  con- 

or  three  weeks,  the  flooding  is  renewed,  and  dition  of  the  patient.     You  ought,  at  the 

perhaps  with  increased  violence,  or  a  con-  same  time,  to  ascertain  whether  the  placenta 

stant  profuse  discharge  takes  place,  and  a  adheres  partially  or  completely  to  the  cervix 

decideid  effect  is  produced  upon  the  consti-  uteri,  and  whether  the  os  uteri  is  in  a  con- 

tation, — the  pulse  becomes  rapid  and  feeble,  dition  to  admit  of  the  operation  of  turning 

and  the  countenance  pale.     Similar  attacks  being  performed. 

return  at  longer  or  shorter  intervals,  and  if  The  operation  of  turning,  which  is  required 

dcilivery  be  not  accomplished  by  art,  sooner  in  all  cases  of  complete  placental  presentation, 

or  later  death  takes  place.    The  first  attack  is  not  necessary  in  the  greater  number  of 

of  flooding  seldom  proves  fatal,  but  it  some-  cases  in  which  the  edge  of  the  placenta  passing 

times  does  so  ;  for  in  the  second  case  related  into  the  membranes  can  be  distinctly  felt 

in  the  table,  which  occurred  in  the  British  through  the  os  uteri.     Sometimes  there  is 

Lying-in  Hospital,  the  life  of  the  patient  profuse  and  dangerous  heemorrhage  where 

was  at  once  extinguished  by  a  single  gush  of  the  placenta  does  not  adhere  all  round  to  the 

blood  from  the  uterus.     I  examined  the  body  neck  of  the  uterus,  but  only  partially.     If 

after  death.    The  centre  of  the  placenta  was  the  os  uteri  is  not  much  dilated  or  dilatable, 

over  the  centre  of  the  os  uteri.  the  best  practice  in  these  cases  is  to  rupture 

When  flooding  takes  place  to  an  alarming  the  membranes,  to  excite  the  uterus  to  con- 
extent  in  the  seventh  or  eighth  months  of  tract  vigorously,  by  the  binder,  ergot,  and  all 
gestation,  you  ought  first  to  ascertain,  by  a  other  means,  and  to  leave  the  case  to  nature  : 
careful  internal  examination,  whether  or  not  by  adopting  this  treatment  the  operation 
the  placenta  be  situated  at  the  os  uteri.  It  of  turning  may  be  avoided  with  advantage  in 
is  impossible,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  the  greater  number  of  cases  of  partial  pla- 
discharge  of  blood  takes  place,  to  be  certain  cental  presentation.  But,  if  the  haemorrhage 
of  the  foct ;  for  there  are  some  cases  of  has-  is  profuse,  has  returned  at  different  inter- 
morrhage  from  detachment  of  the  placenta  vals,  and  a  great  quantity  has  been  lost,  and 
from  the  upper  part  of  the  uterus,  where  the  the  constitution  is  really  idnfected.  it  is  the 
floodingoocursspontaneously.andtoasgreat  safest  practice  at  once,  if  the  orifice  of  the 
in  extent  as  in  cases  where  the  placenta  pre«  uterus  is  in  a  condition  to  allow  the  hand  tA 
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put  without  diSmdty,  to  dellTcr  bjr  tcnuog 
thB  child. 

When  tbe  plaiMntd  presenUlion  Ii  com- 
plete, the  operation  of  turning  should  bejier- 
fortned,  in  all  cases,  aa  saon  oa  the  orilicc  of 
the  uterus  is  so  much -dilated  or  dilstabk  ta 
to  allow  the  hand  to  be  introduocd  wilhout 
the  emploTmeiiCofinuchforce.  Itiiseldom 
9afe  to  attempt  to  deliver  by  taming  before 
the  OS  uteri  is  M  far  dilated  that  you  can 
easily  introduce  the  points  of  the  foiirfiugi'rj 
and  thumb  within  it  i  however  soft  and  TC- 
laied  it  nuf  be,  until  dilatitian  hu  com- 
meaced,  and  proceeded  lO  far,  1  un  con- 
linced  thece  are  very  few  eases  in  which  the 
opcrationof  turning  willbe  required,  oreom- 
^ilated  without  the  risk  of  indicdnj;  Eome 
injury  on  the  os  uteri.  This  is  o  point  of 
tbe  greatest  proctienl  import Boi-e,  but  1  do 
not  know  in  what  manner  lu  cooimunicale 
to  yoD,  in  words,  a  more  clear  and  detiiiite 
idea  of  the  grounds  upon  whicb  joa  ought 


m 
ifiii 

If  III- 


ivour,  from  the  degree  of 
ic  thinness  and  soflnesa,  of 
the  orifice,  to  form  a  correct  judgment  upon 
this  point  before  interfering,  for  the  hFctnorr- 
bage  will  be  renewed  if  Ibe  attempt  is  un- 
(ucccgsful,  and  the  pBlient  will  be  placed  in 
B  wane  condition  (hanahBHasberDre.  When 
Jiea  have  reaolved  to  turn,  let  the  patient 
lie  on  the  left  side,  with  the  peliis  close  to 
the  edge  of  the  bed,  nnd  introduce  the  right  , 
band  into  the  eogina  as  before  described,  and  : 
then  ']>a5s  the  lingers  and  hand  gently  end 
■lowlf  in  a  conical  form  through  the  os  uteri, 
giving  it  time  to  dilate,  and  onward  into  the 
cavity  between  the  deloohcd  portirjn 


1   foro 


tbe 


fingers  through  the  mcuibraiies,  grasp  both 
feet,  and  bring  thetn  down  into  the  ngioa, 
and  ilotcly  extract  the  child  as  in  cases  of 
nates  presentation,  and  do  not  after "'ards  be 
in  a  hurry  tn  remove  the  placenta,  unless  It 
is  wholly  detached  and  lying  in  Ihe  'upper 


of  tt 


TQgino. 


IS  open 


I  speedily  perfor 
widely  dilated  and  dilatable.  It  is.  however, 
a  Great  exaggeration  of  the  facility  with 
which  turning  may  beaccomjilii^bcd  in  these 
caBea,to  represent  it  as  a  very  simple  process, 
Bke  putting  tbe  hand  into  the  coat  pocket 
and  pulling  out  your  handkerchief.  At  the 
best  it  is  a  dangerous  operation,  and  you  can 
never  tell  with  certainty  whether  or  not  the 
patient  will  recover  after  its  performance, 
however  easily  it  may  hnv*  been  effected. 

But  there  is  not  unfrequenlly  most  pro- 
fliie  and  alarming  flooding  from  cnmplete 
placental  presentation,  whnr  the  os  aterl  i) 
■D  thick,  rigid,  and  nndilatoble,  that  it  is 
hnpouihle  to  introduce  the  hand  into  the 
oterat  withont  prodoring  certain  misohief. 


=3?3 
s  =■== 

PI 

•sil 
lit 

111 
lit 


III  ?K  ^* 

i1i  ^11  ^ 
ill  nmi 

III!  Jlnilaiii 

His  l=i|!2|lill 
iltl  il'^-  lilies 


TABULAR  VIEW  OP  38  CASES  OF  PLACENTAL  PRESENTATION.      521. 


^m  GO 


I 


I 


3 


•■a 
4- 


CO 
00 


^ 


CO 

00 


00 

u 

6 


CO 

00 


CO 

00 


CO 
00 


o 
>5 


00 


► 

o 


<o 


00 


Ot 


w 


CO 


522 


DR.  R.  LfeE  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 


& 


•I 

I 


"•a 

I' 


I 


o 
o 

t 


I 


Bt 


9t 


t^ 


S 


I  I 


n 

O 


8-1  ^ 


«>  <d  ^  0  ,^  t  .§  -.d 


Q 


5  e.f  RaJJ3*Si«5  «*  " 


t 


t^sllll  III 

»         »         (S 


^ii  §  a  o  t«'S 


p^lg 


5 1  i  *^&fl « 


^  a 


iJI 


a  s 

o  So 

S-S^  i  * 

S3  ^*7iZ  a 
^  a  °T3  o ^ 

'^  2  ^  ^  *g  ^13  s« 


■s 


S  3  Mil 


.a  r;   "  .9  «  eS »«  "5  iS  -"^ 


a 


>  Ml    I     • 

-•^i  el  ill 


a 


-pi 
..«*g  a 

a-s|p^»2f 


ii 


€i§ 


09 


yii 


9 


.^'§§§•11 


£ 


s 


-  ^  ■c'8 

8.11  a'if  8.5^ 

2^  J  g  gts  o  g  fl 


nil 


eo 
00 


eo 

00 


«0 


eo 
00 


eo 
00 


eo 
00 


00 
eo 
00 


00 

eo 

00 


0% 

eo 
00 


CO 


C4 

i 

Q 


10 

€4 


I 


f-«  W 


01 


i 


9 


10 


o 


01 


CM 


01 


eo 
01 


TABULAK  VIEW  OF  38  CASES  OF  FLACENTAL  FBESENTATION.    623 


a 


I 


11.1  lilt's.   _. 


i 


M   O 

a 

S 


i I  si  1 


I 


o 


Qlj4^(g 


1 

Is,. 

.a  (M 
o 

•s-s^l-^  g  -  s  §  sj 


a> 


8 

i 


CO 

oo 


CO 

>% 

•3 


oo 


JO 


QO 


00 


00 


C4 


to 


00 
C4 


524    DR.  B.  LBS  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 


i 


I 

o 


it    H 


s 


2  TJ    • 

s 


•Co 

•tJ  a,  o  ^  ^   „ 
—   —    --— *   =        ns   > 


=  11:9  .-8-''^ 


5^ 


i:?1^|iFll 

S^iilKi'lgsf ill 
i  sit  g  fe  wjs  8  g-?^  gee 

<»^    CQ    (C    San 


^S  o^  -.  '^♦i.a  s  a  Bft„ 


00      w      oS 

F««         *M         f-^ 


s 


to 


S^     « 


CI 

00 


11^ 


3 


CO 

oo 


I- 


C4 


eo 

s 


i 


n  (0 


CI 

CO 


«o 


eo 


eo 


S 


CO 


00 
CO 


MR.  HODGES'  CASE  OF  DIABETES  MELLITUS.  525 

In  13  of  the  36  cases  contained  in  ^e  pre-  good,  declined ;    she  lost  flesh ;    the 

ceding  table  the  o«  uteri  waa  rigid  and  un-  quantity  of  urine  discharged  by  her 

dilatable.      The  tampon   or  plug  has  no  eradually  increased,  and  her  appetite 

power  to  restrain  the  haemorrhage  in  such  for  meat  and  drink  became  most  inor- 

cases,  nor  do  I  know  of  any  other  means—  dinate.     She  has  been  repeatedly  under 

eiUier  cold,  quietness,  nor  opium— which  treatment  without  much  benefit.     She 

effectually  have,  and  it  is  sometimes  ab-  grates  tliat  the  quantity  of  urine  at 
solntdy  neoMsaiT  under  such  arcums  „j  amounts  to  twenty-four  pints 

^  ^rt.^«!:i?*°Si^^'J.^^^  *"  twenty.four    hours,   and  that   she 

poanbly  be  introduced  mto  the  uterus  with-  ^  '^i         14.1.^  *.      e 

^  pr<iducing  fatal  contusion  or  laceration  f."n}l«  a^<>"t  the  ^me  amount  of 
of  the  port/  I  have  found  in  several  of  ^m^\.  She  is  exceedingly  weak  and 
these  cases,  however,  that  the  delivery  may  desponding;  pulse  90;  tongue  white 
be  aafely  accomplished  by  merely  passing  at  the  sides,  red  m  the  centre,  and 
the  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  afterwards  the  moist ;  abdomen  swollen  ;  bowels  re- 
fore  and  middle  fingers  between  the  uterus  g:ular ;  has  occasionally  a  burning  pain 
and  detached  portion  of  the  placenta,  grasp-  m  stomach,  and  almost  every  month 
ing  with  them  the  feet,  which  are  generally  severe  attacks  of  diarrhoea  and  vomit - 
sitnated  near  the  os  uteri,  and  drawing  down  ing.  Catamenia  have  not  yet  appeared, 
the  inferior  extremities  into  the  vagina,  and  Her  skin  is  dry  and  rough,  and  on  her 
delivering.  I  know  that  the  inferior  extre-  fece  there  is  a  slight  herpetic  eruption. 
mitiee  may  often  be  brought  down  in  this  Has  no  cough  or  uneasiness  in  chest, 
way  where  it  is  impossible  to  pass  the  whole  except  from  occasional  attacks  of  pal- 

hand  through  the  os  uteri. pitation.     Has  at  present  no  pain  in 

back,  or  swelling  in  her  limbs,  but 

CASE  OF  DIABETES  MELLITUS.  says  that    some    time    ago    her   legs 

swelled  considerably,  and  that  her  leffc 

— -  ^.    *,-..       ^.»    ,-.  ..    .^     ..  leg  is  sometimes  painful  to  the  touch. 

2V»  Me  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  ^^^  ^^ak.     Her  thirst  is  greatest  after 

81 B,  eating,  but  during  the  night  it  is  also 

There  are  few  diseases  the  satisfac-  severe.    Urine  has  a  light  straw  colour, 

tory  treatment  of  which  presents  greater  ^"^    a    smell    something   resembling 

difficulties  to  the  country  practitioner  ?®"L™^^* '  }^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^.'  *  ^^'  ^' 

than  diabetes  mellitus.     It  is  only  in  \'^\  "O  deposit  on  standing;   red- 

the  wards  of  an  hospital  that  we  can  dens  litmus  paper ;  not  alteredl)y  heat 

enfon^  any  lengthened  observance  of  ^^  "J^"c  acid,  except  that  it  is  rendered 

a  regulated  diet,  or  expect  to  secure  slightly  pinkish  by  the  latter.    When 

that  careful  obedience  to  our  directions  ^et  aside  for  some  days  it  fermented 

which  is  so  necessary  in  the  manage-  spontaneouslv.  and   emitted  a  strong 

ment  of  that  formidable  malady.     It  alcoholic  smell.    Sugar  m  large  guan- 

mott  be  from  this  difficulty  that  so  few  ^^^r  <^^"^^  easily  be  procured  by  simple 

contributions  have  been  made  to  the  evaporation  from  the  fresh  urine.    The 

history  of  diabetes  in  this  country,  ex-  g}*"*  nerself  was  frequently  surprised  by 

eept  by  the  officers  of  public  charities,  observing  parts  of  her  dress  on  which 

Believing  that  every  faithful  record  of  """f  had  fallen  covered  with  a  white 

Acta  is  valuable  to  science,  I  send  you  Powder,  sweet  to  the  taste.    When  first 

the  notes  of  a  case  which  lately  occur-  consulted,  I  prescribed  for  some  days 

red  to  me;  it  will,  1  trust,  prove  inte-  opiates,  as  pulv.  Dovcn,  &c.  but  with- 

festing  to  some  of  your  reacTers.  ?"*  »"y  material  effect.     Upon  reflect- 

I  remain,  sir,  '"g  ".P^"  ^he  case,  it  occurred  to  me 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^^^^ ''  ^^"Jd  be  a  most  smtable  one  for 

John  F.  Hodges.  P^^g  %  ^nal  to  gie  mtrog^nizing  plan 

DowBpttrick,  Co.  Down,  Surgeon,  «tc.  proposed  by  Dr.  Barlow,  of  Guy  s  Hos- 

iune  13, 1S4S.  pitu,  in  the  valuable  Reports  of  that 

May  20th   1843 -Susan  C     ajt  17  celebrated    charity*.      I    accordingly 

athin  delicate-looking  girl,  resides  irith  commenced  by  prescribing  the  sesoui- 

her  mother,  a  very  poor  woman.  About  carbonate  of  ammonia  m  doses  of  five 

two  years  ago  she  received  a  severe  g^"^  ^^^'T  t*^e  "i^"*  ^!^^  ,<^^ffee 

ftJl,  which  was  followed  by  excessive  and  bacon  for  breakfast,  animal  food 
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and  cruciferous  vegetables  for  dinner;  June  12th.— Has  gained  flesh  and 

and  directed  friction  of  the  skin  and  colour ;  considers  herself  quite  reco- 

warm  flannel  clothing.   After  pursuing  vered. 

this  treatment  about  four  days,  a  very  jjg,„/,,  ofij^f.  action  of  reagents  on  the 

marked  improvement  took  place;  her  „^,„g  of  Susan  C,  April  13. 

Thl  Z^^^  ™«^.^tf^L™^™  Sol.  oxalate  amm.   White  troubling. 

The  ammonia  made  her  veiy  ^rann,  Sol,  nitrate  sUver  .  Dengedepo8it,in- 

bttl  produced  no  perspiration.   Directed  V^,TCi°iZ„uC;^.„:A      ^^ 

her^o  take  five*^  gr^ng  of  the  sesqui-  SS'"""*"  m'Jhan« 

carbonate,  dissolved  in   water,  every  f^^  ;    ;    ;  ^"hite'S^^t 

''Iprin'st.-Continues  to  improve,  pM„2rH«^^^ IS^f^'^t-.S. 

washable   the   other   day  to  attend  S""jZf!,.?„*'"^  •  ^^e precipitate 

church,  the  first  Ume  for  a  very  long  ?P; J^^^'^  '    '    *  irr^, 

period,  has  perspired  profusely!  dU-  i^^^^    ■    ■    '    '  ?*"™- 

charge  of  urine  diminfshed  to  eight  Jasle                     ;  f^tttraw. 

pints  in  twenty-four  hours ;   appetite  ^     |V      •    •    •    •  g~r~~2k 

not  now  troublesome ;   says  she  does  2>nieii oour  muK. 

not  feel  hungry  between  mealtimes.  Observations. — The  successful  treat- 
Tongue  red  and  clean  ;  has  no  pain  in  ment  of  the  above  case  of  this  formi- 
any  part.  dable  disease  is  opposed  to  the  opi- 

3a. — Ingesta  nine  pints,  urine  ten  nions  of  many  recent  writers,  that  it 

pints,  in  twenty-four  hours.     About  proves    "  sooner   or   later   inevitably 

half  an  hour  before  coming  to  see  me  mortal,"  and  encourages  us  to  expect 

had  taken  her  breakfast  of  bacon  and  that  the  insight  which  the  remarkable 

cofiee.    Tongue  red ;  saliva  acid ;  skin  progress  of  organic  chemistTy,  chiefly 

warm.    The  medicine  sickens  her  con-  by  Uie  indefatigable  labours  of  Liebig, 

sidcrably ;  to  take  it  only  every  third  and  of  our  celebrated  countrvman  Dr. 

hour.  Prout,    has  already  afibrded  us  into 

5th. — ^Drink,  six  pints ;  urine,  eight  many  hitherto  obscure  processes  in  the 

pints ;  neutral  to  litmus.    Tongue  red ;  animal    economy,  will   enable  us  to 

pulse  80.  proceed  with  greater  confidence  and 

8th.  —  Drink,    seven    pints;    urine,  success  in  our  treatment  of  diabetes 

eisht  pints;    sp.   gr.    1*030;    tongue  and  many  other  functional   diseases, 

red ;  pulse  86.  It  is,  indeed,  but  fair  to  conclude  that, 

13tn. — Drink,  five  pints ;  urine,  five  in  the  treatment  of   diseases   which 

Eints ;  neutral ;  sp.  gr.  1  *030 ;  expresses  produce  a  change  in  the  chemical  con- 

erself  better  than  she  has  been  since  stitution  of  the  animal  fluids,  the  exhi- 

her  first  illness ;  no  swelling  in  legs,  or  bition  of  remedies  which,  in  ordinaiy 

uneasiness  in  any  part.    The  urine  of  chemical  researches,  possess  a  decided 

this  date,  when  set  aside,  became  like  influence  in  counteractinc;  or  modify- 

milk  very  much  diluted  with  water ;  a  ing  those  changes,  should  deserve  the 

creamy-like  pellicle  formed  on  its  sur-  attention  of  the  physician,  and  parti- 

&ce;  it  did  not  undergo  spontaneous  cularly  when  experience  has  shown 

fermentation.  that  the  same  agents  are  capable  of 

16th.— Drink,  three    pints;    urine,  producing  similar   efiects  witnin  the 

four  pints ;    neutral.      Tongue   red  i  body.     It  is  the  duty  of  every  observer 

pulse  90 ;  urine  of  higher  colour  than  carefully  to  record  and  communicate 

since  commencement  of  treatment ;  sp.  such  results  as  may  confirm  or  oppose 

gr.  reduced  to  1*020 ;  has  lost  its  sweet  these  views, 

taste;  is  slightly  acid.  TheeflTectsof  thenitrogenizin^treat- 

21st.~Dnnky  two  pints ;  urine,  foai  ment  in  the  above  case,  in  diminishing 

pints.  the  quantity  of  urine,  was  well  marked. 

29th.--No  relapse;  states  that  she  When   first   submitted   to  treatment, 

never  enjoyed  so  good  health ;  pulse  Susan  C.  voided  the  very  large  quan- 

80 ;  tongue  clean ;    urine  about  four  tity  of  twenty-four  pints  in  twenty -four 
pints  in  twenty-four  hours ;   appetite    hours,  of  the  density  1*030,  which,  cal- 

natural.  culatcd  from  the  table  published  by 
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Dr.  Golding  Bird  in  his  most  interest-  as  a  chemical  laboratory."   (Orgsmic 

ing  and  instructive  lectures,  contained  Chemistry,  p.  xv.) 

Tatner  more  than  twenty-one  and   a  With  respect  to  the  cause  of  the 

half  ounces  of  dry  solid  matter !  disease  in  the  above  case,  Susan  C.  does 

The  density  of  the  urine  continued  not  appear  to  have  inherited  any  dispo- 

very  nearly  tne  same  until  the  sweet  sition  to  it,  for  her  mother  affirms  that 

taste  had  disappeared,  when  it  was  re-  none  of  her  relatives  were  ever  aiTccted 

duced  to  1*020,  and  exhibited  the  co-  in  a  similar  manner.     The  exciting 

lour  and  smell  of  healthy  urine.    Most  cause  was  evidently  the  great  loss  of 

of  your  renders  must  be  aware  of  the  blood   which    she    had    experienced. 

ingenious  reasoning  of  Dr.  Barlow  with  Like  too  many  of  the  poorer  classes  in 

respect  to  the  operation  of  ammonia  in  this  country,  she  had  been  in  the  habit 

^oetes.    He  considers  that  it  is  use-  of  living  almost  exclusively  on  pota- 

ful  not  merely  by  its  stimulant  pro-  toes  and    other  vegetables;    but  the 

perties,  but  from  its  elemcntar}*  consti-  comparative  rarity  of  diabetes  among 

tution ;   the  chemical  constitution   of  our  potatoe  eating  population,  proves, 

ammonia  and  sugar  exhibiting  a  re-  that  though  a  diet  exclusively  vege- 

laarkable  similarity  with  albumen,  tlie  table  may  aggravate  the  disease  when 

nittogenized  product  of  healthy  diges-  once  formed,  yet  that  it  is  not  of  itself 

don.     Thus  Dr.  Barlow  shows,  that  sufficient  to  induce  diabetic  symptoms. 

when  the  atomic  niunbers  of  certain 

proportions  of  ammonia,  sugar,  carbo- 
nic acid,  and  water,  are  reckoned  to-  OPHTHALMIC  SURGERY, 
gether,  we  obtain  the  numbers  which  eemarks  on  the  royal  Westminster 
represent  the  atomic  constitution  of  ophthalmic  report. 
albumen.    With  respect  to  this  inge-                                

Bioiis   theory,    such    transformations  n\.  ,x   v i*^   «/•  *x    -kr  ji-    »  r.      /^ 

mmw  be    efTected  within    the    human  To  the  Eddor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

boay  by  the  agency  of  nitrogenizing  "^'^j 

remedies ;  and  the  success  of  the  treat-  Allow  me  to  inquire,  through  the 
ment  founded  upon  it  tends  to  confirm  medium  of  your  journal,  whether  some 
the  opinion  that  the  formulte  given  in  grave  error  have  not  inadvertently 
S^.  Barlow's  paper  are  not  Tike  too  crept  into  the  report,  circulated  re- 
many  of  the  present  day,  which,  cently  by  the  committee  of  the  Royal 
though  looking  most  plausible  on  paper,  AVestminster  Ophthalmic  Hospital, 
are  only  to  be  verified  in  the  labora-  It  would  appear  from  that  statement, 
tory  of  the  chemist.  It  has  been  as-  dated  25th  of  May  last,  not  only  that 
•erted  that  even  the  illustrious  Professor  during  the  past  vear  six  operations  for 
afGiessen  has  been  carried  away  by  his  artificial  pupil  nave  been  performed, 
lore 
limits 


eiiil,  that  in  our  zeal  for  the  novel  April  1840,  the  large  number  of  1474 
mud  unexpected  light  which  that  operations  for  strabismus  have  taken 
tmly  distinguished  inquirer  has  thrown  place  ^  without  even  the  occurrence  of 
«pon  10  many  departments  of  the  che-  a  single  accident." 
mistry  of  the  human  body,  we  should  It  is  not,  however,  sir,  upon  these 
be  bidnced  to  forget  that  the  stomach  triumphs  of  art,  surprising  as  thev  are, 
b  not  like  the  test-glass  of  the  chemist,  that  I  intend  to  trouble  you  with  fur- 
In  which  fdl  his  agents  act  according  ther  observations ;  the  more  important 
to  certain  laws,  the  effects  of  which  item  of  the  report,  and  that  which  has 
•re  well  known  and  clearly  deter-  called  forth  my  remarks,  is  to  the  ef- 
mined.  We  should  remember  that  feet,  that  of  85  operations  for  cataract 
Liebig  himself  cautions  us  to  bear  in  during  the  past  vear,  78  or  ll-12th8 
mind  that  all  the  chemical  forces  which  of  the  entire  number  have  been  "  com- 
act  within  the  body  are  influenced  by  pletely  successful.''  Of  the  remaining 
^a 
of 
Andy 

cannot .                        ^             .       . 

and  the  living  body  cannot  be  viewed  •*  completely    successful*'    is    implied 
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that,  in  the  cases  so  described,  perfect  by  Morand,  La  Paye,  and  Poyet,  7 

vision  was  restored ;  and  that  m  the  failed :  one-third, 

other  5,  at  least  imperfect  sight  was  In  19  extractions  by  Sharp,  but  half 

regained.     Now,    this    proportion  of  had  "  tolerable  success :"  failures  one- 

eures    is    almost  incredible,    because  half. 

utterly  unprecedented, — far  exceeding  In  H  3  extractions  and  depressions 
that  which  has  hitherto  attended  the  at  Hdtel-Dieu,  between  the  years  1806 
eflbrts  of  able  operators,  so  far,  at  least,  and  1810,  there  were  53  more  or  less 
as  I  have  obtained  numerical  records  successful.  Of  the  60  in  which  the 
of  their  experience.  There  arc  in  the  result  was  unfortunate  or  unknown, 
subjoined  list  but  two  accounts  of  allow  but  30  for  failures,  viz.  one-f6urth 
success  which  in  any  wise  approach  of  the  entire  number, 
the  one  given  Jn  the  circular  m  c^ues-  In  179  extractions  by  Roux,  there 
tion ;  and  neitlier  of  these  is  entitled  were  failures  72 :  one-third, 
to  unhesitating  belief,  as  all  the  cases  In  the  total  number,  therefore,  of  1019 
in  the  former  were  treated  by  depression,  cases,  252,  or  about  one-fourth,  failed, 
and  it  is  probable,  therefore,  were  dis-  Dr.  Mackenzie,  from  whose  work  I 
charged  at  a  very  early  period  from,  have  extracted  the  three  last  reports, 
beneath  the  observation  of  the  sur-  may  be  considered  to  convey  his  expe- 
^on,  and  the  latter  is  in  some  degree  lience  in  saving,  **  In  the  practice  of 
invalidated  by  the  diverse  statement  of  one  thoroughly  acquainted  with  eye 
another  and  a  disinterested  inquirer,  disease,  able  to  discriminate  the  cases 
Inthe  following  list  which  I  have  arawn  fitted  for  extraction  and  those  fitted 
out,  by  way  of  giving  a  fair  view  of  the  for  division,  able  to  perform  those  ope- 
usual  results  of  operations  for  cataract,  rations  well,  careful  and  skilful  in  the 
1  have  placed  these  two  disputable  after-treatment,  I  should  think  three- 
estimates  first :  all  those  which  follow  fourths  of  those  operated  on  would 
are  apparently  genuine  and  correct.  recover  useful  vision,  and  two-thirds 

In  72*  cases  of  depression  at  the  excellent  vision :" — a  conclusion  which 

H6tel-D)eu  of  Paris,  between  the  years  tallies  pretty  closely  with  the  result 

1808  and  1819,  there  were  unsuccess-^  deduced  from  consideration  of  these- 

ful  only  9;   being  one-eighth  of  the  ries  of  cases  just  given, 

entire  number.  Now  although  it  is  probable  that^ 

In  2061  cases  Qf  extraction  by  Daviel,  among  the  78  cataracts  successfully- 
reported  by  himself,  there  were  unsuc«  treated  by  operation  at  the  Westmin- 
cessful  24 ;  less  than  one-eighth.  ster  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  several  were 

In  34{  extractions  by  Daviel,  re-  soft,  perhaps  congenital,  and  readily: 

ported  by  Laqu^,  there  were  decided  absorbed  after  exposure  to  the  solvent 

failures  9:  more  than  one-fourth.   (Be-  action  of  the  aqueous  humour  by  the 

tween  the  date  of  operation  and  that  of  safe  operation  of  division,  which  does 

the    report    more    than    two    years  not  appear  to  have  been  practised  ia 

elapsed,  during  which  9  persons  addi-  any  or  the  cases  cited  above ;  yet  80 

tional  had  left  Rheims.     Suppose  all  great  is  the  difference  between  the  le- 

these  to  have  been  successful,  still  the  suits  obtained  in  these  latter,  and  those 

proportion  of  failures  will  be  one-fifth.)  reported  from  the  Ophthalmic  Hospi- 

In  64*  extractions  at  La  Charity  be-  tal,  that  one  cannot  but  suppose,  unless 

tween  1808  and  1819,  there  were  fail-  the  report  be  confirmed,  thatsomemis- 

Vres  25,  or  two-fifths.  take  has  occurred  in  it.     Should  such 

In  lot  extractions  by  Richter,  there  prove  to  be  the  case,  I  shall  not  regret 

were  failures  3 :  one-third.  having  called  attention  to  the  subject, 

In  33«  extractions  by  Antoine  Petit,  as  an  erroneously  favourable  descrip- 

there  were  failures  8 :  one- fourth.  tion  of  operations  is  injurious  alike  to 

In  8*  extractions  by  Dupuytren,  the  public,  who  are  led  thereby  to  ex- 
there  were  failures  3 :  one-third.  pect  too  much,  and  to  the  profession. 

In  253*  depressions  by  Dupuytren,  whose  members  find  themselves  unable 

there  were  failures  53:  one-fiftn.  to  realize  in  practice  the  overwrought 

In  I9t  extractions  and  depressions  anticipations  of  their  patients. 

"  "                   — — I  am,  sir, 

I  f1S^u!!i*W?!J*^  Dopoyjren.  Your  obedient  servant, 

r?iJS"&  W             SrSS^.  ^ons  F.  France. 

Nesle't  editkm,  vol.  iU.                '       o«nfery,  (Hiy'i  Hofl)ital,  June  24,  IS48. 
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OONTRlBUnoNS  pcad  to  th6  Anatomical  and  Physiolo- 

^  ffical  Society,  and  printed  in  the  Edin* 

Med.  and  Surg.  Joum.  for  1841.    All 

ANATOMY  AND   PHYSIOLOGY.  I  mean  to  do  is  simply  to  notice  it  as 

Bv  Ro.«x  K«ox.  M.D.  P.R.S.B.  .»,?--  ,&/  -  S^^.'^Zl^l',  JJ 

(Contiiioed  flrom  p.  509.)  it  by  ligamentous  or  aponeurotic  fibres. 

^_^  In  most  humeral  bones  1  have  ex- 

^              «.    .    .      .     ^r           «  amined  the  process  is  entirely  wanting, 

On  immVmrutieM  %n  Human  Strnc^  or  nearly  so,  its  absence  being  a  specific 

itay.  With  R^marki  on  the  Doctrine  human  characteristic;  in  others,  human 

^  ••  Unttif  qf  the  Orjfanization."  ^Iso,  there  exists  a  rudiment  of  it,  with  a 

'^        *  half  an  inch  in  lenjg^  ,*  the  artery  and 

CoKPAn ATivK    anatomists    had    Ion?  nerve  pass  behind  it,  and  the  structures 

ago  described  a  foramen,  or  short  canal,  are  extremely  analogous  to  those  of  the 

traTening    the    humerus    somewhat  panther,  tiger,  cat,  &c.     It  will  not  be 

obliquely  in  carnivorous  mammals,  and  objected,  f  trust,  to  this  view  that  the 

they  had  also  described,  what  could  process  is  incomplete,  seeing  that  it 

not  well  escape  the  most  casual  ob-  docs  not  reach  the  condyle.   The  course 

•erver,  that  this  canal  was  situated  a  followed  by  the  artery  and  nerve  will 

abort  way  above  the  inner  condyle  of  form  the  subject  of  a  few  remarks  when 

the  humerus ;  that  it  was  formed  by  a  I  speak  of  the  varieties  of  the  human 

proccae  of  bone  running  from  the  shaft  arteries,  and  referring,  therefore,  my 

to  the  inner  condyle,  and   that   the  audience  to  the  memoir  already  pub- 

hnmernl  arterv  and  its  accompanying  lished  by  me  on  this  matter,  1  shall 

nerve,  the  median,  in  its  descent  to  the  confine  myself  to  a  single  additional 

bend  of  the  elbow,  first  passed  behind  remark. 

tMl  pVDcess,  thereafter  returning   to  However  well  known  the  doctrines 

their  original  course,  or  nearly  so,  bv  of   transcendental    anatomy  were    to 

tra?erring    the    canal    thus    formed.  Goethe,  Frank,    and  others   in    Ger- 

Fhynologists,  as  usual,  ofiered  a  me-  many,    there    were   still    some    first- 

ehanieal  reason  for  this  deviation  in  rate   anatomists,  also    German,  who, 

gfrtww  ■T*iin»tla  from  the  more  common  about  that  period,  and  for  some  time 

ttmetureB,  and,  as  usual,  their  reasons  afterwards,  md  not  rightly  comprehend 

were  deMitute  of  common  sense.    It  is  them.    Amongst  these,  it  is  surprising 

not  Ofwi  worth  while   adverting   to  to  find  the  name  of   the  illustrious 

theni,    Theyresembled  Sir  A.  Cooper's  Tiedemann,  the  first  of  living  anato- 

reuion  for  there  being  two  mamms,  mists.  In  his  great  work  on  the  Human 

and  fiutholin's  reasons  for  the  male  Arteries,  a  very  splendid  engraving  is 

bavingnidimentarj  breasts,  ne^r^rtalur  ^ven  of  a  variety  in  the  course  of  the 

yha JMCy  &c.  t   it  18  a  vUe  patehwork,  interosseal  artery,  which  arose  in  this 

almost  pecnuar  to  British  physiology,  case  from  the  humeral  artery  about  the 

a  jumble  of  expedients  and  contrivances  middle  of  the  arm :  quitting  the  course 

10  meet  ^fficmties.  of  the  larger  vessel,  the    interosseal 

Tlie  possible  occurrence  of  such  a  descended  towards  the  internal  inter- 

imoeu  as  a  supra-condyloid  in  man,  muscular  ligament,  or  partition,  and 

ipanied  by  a  corresponding  devia-  passing  behind  a  supra*  condyloid  pro- 


tioii  in  the  course  of  the  artery  and  cess  represented  in  tne  eiupraving,  fully 

nerve,  was  to  be  foretold,  according  to  as  well  developed  as  in  the  specimen 

the  theories  of  Goethe,  and  was,  per-  on  the  table,  it  afterwards  regained  its 

hape,  perfectly  well  understood  in  Ger-  position  in  the  bend  of  the  elbow,  ulti- 

many,  but  certainly  not  in  this  country,  mately  following   the  course  of   the 

I  do  not  believe  that  any  similar  pre-  interosseal.    Thissupra-condyloidpro- 

paration  to  the  one  now  before  you  cess,  as  it  really  and  truly  was,  with  its 

exists  in  Britain.     It  is  not  my  inten-  ligamentous  band  tying  it  to  the  inner 

tion  to  describe  it  at  any  length  here,  condyle,  M.  Tiedemann  calls  an  **  ex.- 

having  already  done  bo  in  a  memoir  crescentiaouiiYuimm\xi«o>ix:ib2^ 


name 
Celtic 
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IIL—Osteoui  sty  tern.  the  inner  or  deeper  margin  of  the  notch 

The  comparatively  rare  occurrence  of  ®^  '^^  manubrium  of  the  sternum ;  ther 
pre-stemal  bones  in  man,  more  es-  ^^  ^^  ^  pjrramidal  form,  and  approach 
pecially  perhaps  in  this  country,  in-  each  other  slightly  at  their  snmmitf. 
auces  me  to  publish  the  following  ob-  The  base  of  each  appeared  to  me  en- 
•ervations  respecting  them.  During  the  crusted  with  cartilage,  and  there  existed 
whole  period  m  which  I  have  superin-  *  close  but  distinct  moveable  joint,  with 
tended  rooms  for  teaching  practical  *  synovial  apnaratus,  and  strong  liga- 
anatomy  in  this  city,  I  have  never  had'  mentous  banos  of  a  peculiar  redduh 
occasion  to  observe  in  a  sinfi[le  instance  colour,  between  them  and  the  sternum; 
the  presence  of  pre-stem^  bones  in  ^^^  ^^  ^css  moveable  than  the  other, 
men,  although  nearly  all  the  more  rare  *°^  *  ligamentous  band  connected  them 
forms  of  the  numan  sternum  have  come  *®  ^^ch  other.  A  few  muscular  looking 
under  my  notice ;  until  a  few  months  fibres,  but  extremely  short,  ran  from 
ago,  when  describing  to  my  morning  ^^^  sternum  to  these  bones, 
cuiss  the  anatomy  of  the  thorax  and  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ™y  intention  to  enter  upon 
its  contained  viscera.  The  person  in  ^^c  much  disputed  ^und  as  to  the 
whom  these  bones  occurred  was  a  stout  nature  and  true  signification  of  these 
muscular  man  of  a  stature  exceeding  pi^-stemal  bones  ;  Beclard  fencied 
six  feet,  and  about  25  years  of  age ;  his  ^^cy  might  be  the  rudiments  of  the 
general  shape  was  somewhat  peculiar,  fourchette  (clavicule  furculaire)^  fuUy 
and  this,  addedto  a  remarkably  swarthy  developed  in  birds,  and  reduced  to  a 
skin  and  black  hair,  induced  me  to  ^^^^  rudiment,  and  that  too  only  oc- 
suppose  that  notwithstanding  his  Saxon  casionally  present  in  man;  but  this 
"ime,  the  individual  was  really  of  the  ^^ca,  however  plausible,  has  not  been 
?ltic  race.  generally  adopted  by  anatomists  :    I 

But  be  this  as  it  may,  I  requested  the  tnow  not,  indeed,  that  any  philosophic 
gentlemen  engaged  in  the  dissections  to  anatomist  coincides  with  tnis  view  of 
look  carefully  for  any  variety  in  form  Beclard's.  Mr.  Bresehet's  opinion  is, 
which  might  occur,  and  one  of  the  t^*'  the  sus-temal  or  pre-stemal 
first  was  noticed  by  myself  in  examin-  hones  represent,  or  are  in  man  the  ru- 
ing the  sternum.  Whilst  describing  dimen  ts  of  a  cervical  rib,  of  which  the 
the  superior  aperture  of  the  thorax  still  vertebral  portion  is  very  usually  found 
covered  with  soft  parts,  I  remarked  to  ^^  connection  with  the  7th  cervical 
the  class  that  although  the  sternum  vertebra,  and  was  first  described  by 
was  sufficiently  broad  in  most  parts,  it  Humauld ;  and  the  sternal  portions  oif 
presented  at  its  tracheal  incisura  or  these  ribs  M.  Breschet  supposes  to  be 
notch  a  peculiar  arrangement,  which  represented  by  the  episternal  bones, 
led  me  to  suspect  the  presence  of  an  .  Having  made  extensive  researches 
anomalous  structure.  into  the  history  of  these  cervical  ribs,  I 

Soon  after  the  lecture  I  examined  into  ani  aware  of  certain  difficulties  which 
what  this  anomaly  might  be,  and  found  ^fc  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  these 
the  narrowness  of  the  superior  portion,  views  of  M.  Breschet.  But  whatever 
or  rather  margin,  of  the  sternum  to  be  °^ay  be  the  ultimate  determination  in 
owing  to  the  presence  of  two  episternal  f  cspect  to  the  real  nature  of  these  bones, 
bones,  occupying  precisely  the  position  it  is  surely  more  philosophic  to  suppose 
in  which  tney  were  first  noticed  by  them  "  rudimentary"  of  some  stmc- 
Beclard,^  and  afterwards  by  M.  Bres-  *"*'*.  n^ore  highly  developed  in  some 
chet,t  and  by  Mr.  King}  of  London.  other  class  of  animals*  than  to  adopt 
The  specimen  I  examined  with  a  the  "  Bridgewater"  and  "  Guy's  Hos- 
good  deal  of  attention,  but  found  little  pital"  physiology,  which  argues  that 
to  add  to  the  extremely  accurate  de-  every  animal  is  made  for  itself  alone, 
scriptions  of  preceding  observers  :  stands  alone,  and  has  nothing  to  do 
situated  behind  tne  sternal  attachments  ^ith  any  other,  and  that  the  individoal 
of  the  stemo-mastoid  muscles,  and  organs  of  man  and  animals  are  to  be  ex- 
mesially  in  respect  to  the  articular  sur-  plained  by  a  physiology  whose  highest 
ikce  for  the  clavicles,  the  pre-stemal  stretch  of  generalization  is  to  represent 
bones  are  attached  by  their  bases  to    the  mammoe  of  the  human  female  as 

"  *  Mem  lor  orteot.i>.8S having  been  purposely  created  double, 

/  ABoik*  dttSdniSs  NatnreUes,  issR,  p.  91 .    that  the  accidental  loss  of  one,  by  milk 
/  Guy*§  UoMpiud  Reports,  Vol.  5,  p.  117.  abscess,  or  otherwise,  might  occasion  no 
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intemiption  to  their  function!*  Profound  larger.    The  smaller,  which  was  also 

Iihilosophy !  but  proving,  at  the  same  the  descending  portion,  seemed  at  first 

time,  to  how  little  purpose  Mr.  John  disposed  to  fuflow  the  direction  of  the 

Hunter  lived  and  laboured,  and  be-  rignt  cms,  but  was  soon  lost,  for  after 

queathed    to    Britain    his    immortal  a  course  of  about  an  inch  it  terminated 

miueum,  seeing  that  into  the  educational  by  gradually  disappearing  on  the  outer 

inttitutionsof  hi^  adopted  citv  he  failed  surface  of  the  pentoneum;  the  larger 

to  introduce  a  single  spark  of  his  philo-  or  stronger  portion,  rather  more  than 

•ophy.  .half  an  incti  in  breadth,   proceeded 

IV—iffwcii/iir    iysiem.^Van^ties    in  horizontally  until  it  reached  the  con. 

muscles  :muscurui^kepatico-diaphraff.  cave  surface  of  the  liver  terminating 

wutiicus                                     '^      ''  in  that  sulcus  which  contains  the  re- 
mains of  the  ductus  vcnosus.    To  the 

Muscular  system,  lower  edge  of  the  obliterated  duct  the 

In  the  same  person  whose  sternum  muscle  adhered  by  a  series  of  tendinous 

presented  the  pre  sternal  bones,  I  dis-  ^^res*  ^^^  '*^<^se  might  be  traced  not 

eovered  a  muscle  in  a  situation  alto-  ^"^y  upwards  to  the  point  where  the 

rther  unexpected  and  extraordinary,  duct  comes  off  from  the  sinus  of  the 

•hall  call  It  the  musculus  hepatico-  P^i^^^  ^^'^^"^  onwards  until  it  also 


port  its  singular  course  and  connexions.    ^  ^«.  "^^^^  «"^  "*  '"*=  muscie,  near  i» 
The  dissecSon  of  the  part  was  made  in    o"?'"'  ^'^  "ow  cut  through,  when  a 


DRwnee  of,  and  explMned  to,  the  ana-  *«"««  "f  short  muscles  prescned  them- 

tomical  class.    I  copy  the  description  selves,  ansing  by  tendinous  fibres  from 

dictated  by  myself  at  the  time  to  Mr.  !*"=  cord.form  tendon,  and  terminating 

MorrieB,  one  of  the  most  talented  stu-  "»   *f  /J^?  i'!'"^",',  V,"'  «<""«l'»"8 

Agntm  more  to  the  right.    All  these  muscular 


This  anomalous  and  very  singular  «l^P8  proceeded  oyer  the  margin  of  the 

ascle  arose,  or  was  connected  by  a  oesophageal  opening. 
w.«id  tendinous  base  to  the  cordiform      ^^.f^''?.  ^^^  ''^  "f^  attachment,  then, 

tendon  of  the  diaphragm,  about  an  «f.^»»?  ^^^J,"^  ^"^^  »'»  vessels  to  the  abdo- 

Inch  to  the  left  of  the  gullet.     It  was  "iinal  walls.^    ^  ..„..,.. 


connected  with  the  diaphragm  in  two      /"^  "^"^^  accusbauon  ui  u 
ways,  or  by  two  sliiis  or  attachments  :    1^^^\Q^^  ^^  "^'^^  examined ;  a  strong 
*u/  '«-.-:^l  -i:.>  ««-«,;««*«^  oi,^^n,.  ;„    band  of  fleshy  fibres  passed  fr 


The  usual  decussation  of  the  dia- 
vas  next  examined ;  a  strong 
fleshy  fibres  passed  from  the 


fibm  which  came  directly  from  the  lay  over  the  above,  but  descended  no 

tendinous  fibres  of  the  diaphragm  itself  fo'-'Ve'  ^'"'."  "'*-'  ""^'"«  P'*"*  "^  ^^ 

fleft   portion),  and   of   its  cordiform  a«|:''<=  opening.                      •        ,  .u 

tendonV  The  muscle  or  muscular  band  On  examining  the  remains  of  the 

thnt   formed  by  these  double  origins  nm'j'ljcal  vein  kft  attached   to    the 

WMBboutaninc'handahalfinbrejidth;  I'^er,  the    portion   more  immediately 

It  had  the  same  muscular  character  as  connected  with  the  ^-na  poi-te  was 

the  diaphragm  itself.    Proceeding  from  f""»''  enclosed  in  a  sheath  of  fibres, 

left  to  right,  and  gradually  narrowing,  \^^^S  aU  the  appearance  of  muscular 

LT^ilb  hflte^£"n    t    i  '/he^';  '^l.Vef  tff  t^s   ^  I 

SSl'  J^roMhTlTcrus'of  Ihe  opportunity  of  tracing  it.  tlie  parU  be- 

diaphiwm ,  2dly.  the  gullet;  .•idly,  the  ><"«•  having  .beer,  destroyed  by  a  p..$t. 

fa«Sr  3on  of  the  rigl.t  c^us  of  the  «»,/.«  examination     During  the  same 

diaph^gm.    Hitherto,  the  muscle  in  examination,    the    abdominal    viscera 

to  wuSTlay  close  to  the  concave  sur-  ^^  ^"^  '?r^^^  P"T  '°  ""^  °""' 


of  the  diaphragm,  but  now,  de-  dissection  of  the  above  structures. 

Mending  a  little,  it  subdivides,  at  its  .  Future  inqumes  will,  no  doubt,  some 

^^^^   T.,*.^  fr«^^  •x.*fe    „  e,«on«r  atiri  dav  provc  the  muscle  I  have  just  de- 

cngin,  into  two  parts,  a  smaller  and  ^.^^^  ^  ^.^„  ^  ^^^  muscular  sheath 

•  Cooper  on  th«M.mm.i  BridgewttrTr*.-  of  the  umbilical  vein,  to  be  connected 

tiMiJ^MMto.  w'th  the  doctnne  of  "wvWj  w.  w- 
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i^nnization"  in  the  animal  series,  or  in    of   the  larger  vessel,  the  interoBsefitl 

fhrhtstorv   of  Oie   human   embryo-    branch  ma3e  its  way  towards  the  m- 

nesis  '^^^^    inter-muscular    hganoent,  and. 

Varieties  of  Arteriei.-r^ ,  Humeral  and    V^^S  ^^.^^^  M.^xled^^rS^  an 
Jnterosieal.    2.  Subclavian  {J  excr^centia  ossis  humeri  in  soUtm," 

I  shall  first  notice  a  variety  in  the  re-  ^  afterwards  regains  its  position  in  tiie 
lation  of  the  humeral  artery— perhaps  y^^^^  ^^  ^^le  elbow.  No  menikm  is 
the  most  remarkable  which  has  as  yet  ^^^^  ^,f  ^^le  course  of  the  median 
been  recorded  in  respect  to  this  artery.    ^^^^  -^^  ^Ijjg  instance,  but  it  may  U 

The  variety  to  which  I  allude  18  that  pyegumed  that  it  followed  its  usual 
deviation  of  the  main  trunk  of  the  ^.^u^^e.  M.  Tiedemann  adds,  that  this 
brachial  from  its  usual  course,  to  pass  ^^j^g^y  had  been  ,seen  by  Lndwig, 
behind  the  supra-condyloid  process  of  g^batier,  Monro,  Hilldebrandt,  and 
the  human  humerus,  accompanied  by    g^rclay.  ,.  ,  , 

the  median  nerve,  and  after  descending       ^  ,f^e  next  variety  affected  alig^tly 
for  a  short  way  in  the  supra  condyloid    ^j^^  course  of  the  subclavian  artery, 
groove  regaining  its  normal   position    |,^t  was  also  connected  with  a  variety  in 
and  course  near  the  bend  of  the  elbow.    ^^^  arrangement  of  the  scalenus  anticus 
By  a  reference  to  my  memoir  on  the    ^^^^[e.    This   muscle,  on    the   right 
supra-condyloid  process  m  the  human    ^.^^^  j^  ^^^  g^^^^  muscular  adult  in 
humerus,  published  in  the  ^dinbureh    ^^om  the  pre-stemal  bones  were  ob- 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  1841,    g^^yg^   divided  into  two  portions,  be- 
it  will  be  seen,  that  the  artery  and    ^^^^^   ^j^j^j^   the   subclavian    artery 
nerve,  by  following  this  course,  repro-    pegged  across    the   rib :    the    varie^ 
duce  most  exactly  the  normal  arrange-    gggmed  to  me  an  approach  to  that  other 
ment  in  the  arm  of  the  tiger,  panther,    ^^^  important  vanety  in  the  course  of 
«of  i;avi  fln/1  mnflt  carnivorous  animals,    ^u..  «..i.»i».,;»n  Ai«»  riike^rvpfl.  T  helieve. 


ana  at.  niiaire.  oumc  pmuoiM.w  .^-w^-  approach  to  it  i  nave  myseu  uu»crvc« 

should  in  justice   to  their  views    be  i[\y^q  passage  of  the  artery  through 

offered  why  the  humeral  artery  and  the  ^^  scalenus,  as  above. 

median  nerve  should  in  some  few  in- _ ^ — 

dividuals  of  the  human  race  follow  the  ^^  ,^^^ 

r.?r^X^SSy£eTh5  doctrine  op  metamorphosis. 

object  to  the  doctrines  of  *•  unity  of  the  ^y  Hermann  Hoffmann,  M.D. 

organixation"  they  are  in  jusUce  bound  ^^^^^^j,  ^^  ^y.^  Principles  of  Phytiology  in  the 

to  offer  a  substitute.*  University  of  Giessen. 

Since  writing  and  publishing  the  me-  

moir  just  alluded  to,  I  find  a  variety  in  Tb  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Oaxette. 

Tiedemann's  great  work  on  the  arteries  ^^^^ 

somewhat  analogous  to  the  above  w  ^^.^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

affecting  the  course  of  a  different  vessel.  ^;„nX  enclose  you  a  translation  of  a 

In  this  case  the  interosseal  artery  arose  "^^°^'^„?tte^^^^^  him  for  the  Annalen 

from  the  humeral  artery,  about  the  §^J^£^J^'|;^^  J  pharmacie,  xlv.  b.  2 

middle  of  the  arm ;  qmtting  the  course  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  that,  in  consequence  of 

«  Wben  my  brother  dltcovered  the  curious  flict,  numerous  engasrements,  i  have  been 

that  in  the  knee-joint  of  the  ornithprynchns  """"^|,U,  ,    ^      i.  r  I       lon<ra time 

Miradoxns  the  synovial membmne  itwtchet com-  compelled  lO  tteiay  U  lor  SO  MMig  a  umc 

pletely  across  it,  forminr  a  partition  between  the  ^J^gg  receivmg  the  proof  sneetB. 
superior  •ndiniteriorDarisrf tbe)oint^r  Ino^^  J  remain,  sir, 

;SS?r  ^^h«ad&  4Kstri?C«  Your  obedient' servant. 

Hand"  what  purpose  he  suppwed  such  a  stnic-  George  KemP,  M.B.  Cantab, 

/u/v  rouJd  serve ;  he  replied  that  he  thought  It  ^  ,.   ,qa« 

aZ  S  to  aSwvtheii  tlw  joint  I  .  Cambridge,  June  U,  lSi». 
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In  consequence  of  the  extraordinary  of  the  weather  this  was  not  attended 
iefidency  of  accurate  data  with  refer-  by  any  material  inconvenience.  Defe- 
nce to  all  those  circamstances  which  cation  did  not  take  pi  ace  during  the  expc- 
relate  to  the  doctrine  of  metomor-  riment;  sensible  perspiration  also  did  not 
phosb  (one  of  the  most  important  in  occur,  a  circumstance  easily  explained 
^yaiology),  it  fl|>pear8  desirable  that  by  the  state  of  the  atmosphere.  The 
erery  one  shoula  assist  according  to  nasal  mucus  was  carefully  collected  in 
his  ability  in  obtaining  some  firm  prin-  a  pocket  handkerchief,  the  weight  of 
dplca  on  which  new  researches  as  well  which  had  been  previously  determined 
aa  new  theories  might  be  founded,  when  dry,  and  was  again  taken  at  the 
We  poasess,  indeed,  some  observations  conclusion  of  the  experiment.  The 
fipon  the  daily  consumption  of  matter  increase  of  weight  amounted  to  one 
in  the  human  frame ;  and  even  if  these  loth*,  eighty  grains.  The  urine  was 
do  not  agree  very  well  with  one  ano-  received  into  a  vessel,  the  capacity  of 
Cher,  atUfthey  prove  almost  to  demon-  which  was  afterwards  determined  by 
atrationy  that  by  instituting  a  neater  urine  of  similar  concentration,  and  the 
mimber  of  experiments,  a  satisfactory  number  of  vessels  thus  filled  was  regis- 
nanlt  will  soon  crown  our  efforts.  As  the  tered.  The  weight  amounted  to  one 
eonanmption  of  a  human  beine;  in  the  pound,  one  loth,  GOgrs.  The  first  weigh- 
condition  of  customary  quiet  ufe  has  mg  took  place  at  80'clockinthemom- 
in  thia  manner  been  ascertained  to  a  ing ;  the  experiment  tenmnated  at  5  in 
certain  extent,  it  appeared  to  me  inter-  the  afternoon,  and  tlie  weight  amounted 
eating  to  make  some  experiments  in  to  122  lbs.  13  oz.  and  28  grs.  From 
order  to  show  the  amount  of  consump-  the  above  data,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
Cion  in  a  condition  of  considerable  in-  actual  loss  of  weight  is  greater  than 
emaed  activity.  The  practical  object  that  accounted  for  by  the  amount  of 
of  theae  experiments  was,  however,  to  urine  and  nasal  mucus,  the  difference 
aabatitnte  a  definite  idea,  for  the  vague  arising  clearly  from  the  loss  by  exha- 
ezpreasions,  fiitigue,  exertion,  cxer-  lation  from  the  skin  and  respiratory 
ciae»&c.  organs. 

In  the  beginning  of  November  1842,        I  embrace  this  opportunity  for  in- 

I  undertook  a  journey  on   foot  to  a  quiring  into  another  point  immediately 

town    twelve   leagues    distant.      The  connected  with  the  above.    The  ques- 

weather  was  damp,  cold,  ( +  4^  R.)  and  tion  presents  itself,  how  far  a  renewal 

in  the  beginning  of  my  journey  a  light  of  strength  can  be  supplied  during  its 

snow  fell;  in  tne  afternoon,  however,  consumption ;  or,  in  other  words,  how 

it  cleared  up.     After  walking  three  far  can  repose  take  {)lacc  without  rest? 

leagues,*  I  was  weighed,  for  whichpur-  Are  rest,  sitting,  lyin^,  in  point  of  fact 

poae  my    clothes  were  taken  off,  to  so  absolutely  essential  for  the  renewal 

avoid  any  error  from  their  probable  of  strength  as  is  usually  supposed,  or  is 

dampness.    The  total  weight  amounted  this  rule  subject  to  limitations ;  and  if 

to  124  pounds  6  ounces.    The  cxperi-  so^  what  are    the    conditions    under 

ment  now  began.    Without  halting  or  which    the  exception    occurs  ?     The 

potting  up  anywhere  for  the  remaining  influence  of  taking  food  is  here  also 

nine  leagues,  I  proceeded  on  my  jour-  decidedly  confirmed.  After  three  hours' 

ney.    This  was  oy  no  means  too  great  walking,  immediately    after  the  first 

an  exertion,  as  the  road  was  excellent,  weighing  a  wheaten  roll  was  eaten, 

and  only  rendered  slightly  fatiguing  which  in  a   short  time  satisfied  tlie 

by  gentle  hills.    Besides,  the  coolness  hunger  which  had  been   keenly  ex- 

01  me  weather  had  a  sensibly  bene-  cited  by   the  exercise.     After,  how- 

ficial  influence  on   the  sensation   of  ever,  I  had  proceeded  on  the   whole 

atrength.     The  quantity  of  nourish-  about  six  leagues,  loss  of  strength  and 

ment  taken  was  accurately  weighed,  spirits  occuired  to  such  a  degree  that 

and  moreover  as  little,  and  that  of  as  I    hesitated   considerably   as   to   the 

aimple  a  quality  as  possible,  was  eaten,  prosecution  of  the  exiieriment.     My 

namely, wheaibread,  altogether  9  ounces  companion,  a  dog,  which  very  percep- 

120  grains.!    No  fluid  was  drunk  dur-  tibly  lost  his  cheerfulness  iu  propor- 

iog  tLe  whole  time,  and  from  the  state  tion  as  the  hunjjp-y  march  was  pursued, 

^^    „ — : — ; : — : — ;;7T«"-Hrh  fwwnd  himself  in   the  same  situation, 

•  The  HcMUn  letgue  or  itunrt  «=  2^  Bnglish 

nflM. 


f  Aiath^  half  an  oum-c.  *  X^VoWv. 


\  - 
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only  much  less  subject  to  intentioDal  remark  any  other  Bensation  of 

deception,  of  which,  however,  one  is  interest,  yet  I  must  ofasenre  tbst     ^ 

totally  incapable  under  such  drcum-  wards  erening  an  insigroortaUe  ehiU^- 

stances.    Nothing  could  be  more  re-  iiess  oYercame  me,  which  was  certainl^y 

markable  than  the  effect  which  was  not  attributable  to  the  atmosphere,  as  v< 

now  produced  on  man  and  dog  by  some  remained  unchanged,  nor  to  the  clotlx-- 

ounces  of  bread.  In  less  than  a  quarter  ing,  as  this  was  the  same  as  in  the 

of  an  hour  I  felt  myself  in  a  totally  morning.    I  was,  however,  quite  wel/ 

different  state  of  mind,  and  did  not  for  with  the  exception  of  hunger,  and  I 

a  momept  doubt  of  the  success  of  my  consider  this  as  the  cause  of  the  chilH- 

undertaking.    The  dog,  however,  ac-  ness. 

quired  so  much  cheerfulness  and  The  changes  in  the  circulation  and 
stren^h,  that  he  appeared  as  if  he  had  respiration  which  I  experienced  in  the 
only  just  commenced  the  journey.  course  of  the  journey,  under  similar 
Precisely  the  same  result  was  re-  circumstances,  were  remarkable.  While 
peated  towards  the  end  of  the  experi-  I  usually  breathe  13  times  per  minute 
ment,  only  that  the  dog  recovered  him-  at  11  o'clock,  I  found  in  this  case  the 
self  more  completely,  as  he  was  quite  number  of  inspirations  and  expirations 
as  cheerful  at  the  conclusion  as  at  the  amount  to  19  at  half-past  10;  at  nalfpast 
beginning  of  the  journey, — a  remark  not  1 ,  23 ;  at  5  p.m.  22,  The  pulse,  which 
so  applicable  to  myself.  in  the  normal  state  usually  gives  80 
I  felt  some  interest  in  observing  the  beats  per  minute,  numbered  105  at  half- 
nature  of  the  origin  ofthe  local  fatigue,  past  10;  at  half-past  1,  119,  and  at  5, 
after  I  had  in  the  manner  above  men-  122.  I  took  the  precaution  of  standing 
tioned  arrived  at  some  conclusions  re-  still  for  3  minutes  before  counting  ti^e 
specting  the  general  lassitude.  The  pulse,  and  then  registered  the  averase of 
experiment  was  so  arranged  as  to  from  4  to  6  minutes.  Notwithstanding 
include  an  extreme  case,  that  of  the  this  violent  fever,  I  experienced  no 
motion  of  walking  continued  as  long  as  heat,  and  remark  expressly,  that  the 
possible.  Numerous  experiments  have  cause  of  this  increase  of  the  heart's 
m  this  respect  completely  confirmed  action,  &c.  was  not  the  ascent  of  the 
the  opinions  of  the  Webers  on  the  hills.  At  11  p.m.  after  supper,  the 
oscillation  of  the  pendulum.  A  sensa-  pulse  was  at  88,  and  the  number  of 
tion  of  fatigue  in  the  fascia  lata,  and  respirations  17.  The  urine,  which  was 
in  the  thigh  generally,  the  first  and  passed  in  the  evening  soon  after  the 
most  distressing  symptoms  in  persons  experiment,  deposited  a  considerable 
unaccustomed  to  walking,  remained  quantity  of  urate  of  ammonia,  a  cir- 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  cumstance  very  unusual  in  this  place, 
experiment.  The  first  was  a  kind  of  Should  I  attribute  this  to  a  quantity 
general  stiffness,  produced  by  the  con-  of  wine  taken  previously,  or  to  the 
tinuous  uniformity  of  the  motion,  the  walking  ?  It  appears  from  what  I  am 
consequence  of  which  was,  that  motipn  about  to  communicate  that  the  first 
sidewavs,  &c.  was  difUcult  and  fatigu-  supposition  is  the  more  correct, 
ing.  About  one  o'clock  a  contracted  For  greater  security,  I  repeated  this 
sensation  was  felt  in  the  femoral  in-  experiment  with  my  friend  Mr.  Sulli- 
section  of  the  gastrocnemii  of  both  van.  The  temperature  and  weather 
legs,  which  gradually  increased,  and  were  almost  precisely  the  same  as  in 
was  rather  distressing.  The  popliteus,  the  former  case ;  the  air,  however,  was 
and  especially  the  left,  participated  in  somewhat  drier.  The  experiment  took 
this  sensation.  After  a  march  of  ten  place  at  the  beginning  of  December 
leagues,  a  strained  sensation,  painful  1842.  The  journey  extended  to  ten 
even  in  stooping,  was  experienced  leagues,  which  we  divided  by  an  in- 
on  both  sides  of  the  spinal  column,  terval  of  one  hour's  rest, 
at  the  iliac  insertions  of  the  sacro-  My  weight  at  the  commencement, 
lumbalis  muscles,  and  which  was  about  8  a.m.,  amounted  to  121  lbs. 
very  troublesome,  manifestly  in  con-  12^  oz.  The  food,  including  a  pint  of 
sequence  of  the  exertion  of  these  light  French  red  wine,  weighed  I  lb. 
muscles  in  keeping  the  body  in  the  1  oz.  The  loss  of  urine  amounted  to 
upright,  though  somewhat  Dent-for-  I  lb.  4  oz. :  the  mode  of  measurement 
warns  position,  which  was  obliged  to  was  the  same  as  in  the  former  case : 
be  constantly  preserved,     I  did  not  that  is  to  say,  iVv^  \a»t  i^x\iQw  ^mi^tl^ 
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in  the  erening  was  directly  weighed,  the  134  lbs.  which  Sullivan  weighed, 

and  the  weignt  found  taken  as  the  reduced  to  100  grs.  and  100  minutes, 

medium  standard.    The  nasal  mucus  gives  0*1575  of  a  grain  of  perspiration. 

might  be  estimated  the  same  as  in  the  The  urine,  as  in  all  the  other  cases 

fbnner  experiment,  320  grs.    Defeca-  mentioned,  was  very  saturated,  of  a 

ti(m  did  not  take  place.    As  the  weight  bright  oranee  colour,  and  deposited  no 

St  8  P.M^  at  the  conclusion  of  the  ex-  sediment  within  24  hours ;  it  therefore 

periment,  amounted  to  120  lbs.  lOioz.,  did  not  contain  any  remarkable  amoimt 

the  additional  loss  of  14  oz.  284  grs.  of  urate  of  ammonia. 

most  be  considered  as  the  result  of  For  the  purpose  of  having  a  standard 

perspiration.    At  11  a.m.,  the  number  of  companson,  I  some  time  afterwards 

of  inspirations  and  expirations  was  16;  made   the  following   observations  on 

at  8  p.v.  more  than  14 :   the  pulse,  at  myself,  respecting  tne  consumption  in 

2  P.V.,  gave  85  beats ;   at  8  p.m.  95.  a  state  of  rest.    Selecting  for  the  pur- 

Befare  the  numbers  were  registered,  pose  a  day  in  which  the  temperature 

longer  pauses  of  rest  were  taken  than  and  hygroscopic  condition  of  the  at- 

inuie  first  experiment,  which  may  even  mosphere  were  similar  to  the  above,  I 

be  observed  from  the  calculation,  par-  kept  constantly  in  my  room  at  a  tem- 

ticnlarly  in  that  of  the  evening.    If,  pcrature  of  13  R. ;  for  the  weighing 

iiow,Bman,weighing  115  lbs.  perspires  merely  I  stepped  out  a  few  hundred 

during  motion  14  oz.  164jzrs.  m  eleven  paces.  The  day  was  employed  in  study, 

hours,  this  amounts  to  0*49,880  of  a  naif  of  the  time  standing,  half  sitting. 

grain  to  every  100  of  his  weight,  or  The  first  weighing  took  place  at  half- 

Qiff5fi8i  of  a  grain  for    every   100  past  8,  and  amounted  to  123  lbs.  8  oz.; 

minutes.  nothing  was  taken  either  for  nourish- 

My  companion  weighed  1401b.  6oz.  ment  or  drink.    The  loss  in  urine  was 

190  grs.  at  the  beginning  of  the  ex-  1  lb.  20  grs.    The  second  weighine^,  at 

periment.  The  food,  as  above,  amounted  4  o'clock,  gave  122  lbs.  7  oz.    Defeca- 

to  1  lb.  1  oz.    The  quantity  of  urine  tion  did  not  take  place,  and  the  nasal 

determined,    as    in    the    above    case,  secretion  was  con8idered=0 :   the  per- 

amounted  to  2  lbs.  1  oz.  54  grs. ;  the  spiration  here,  then,  amounted  only  to 

nasal  mucus  was  assumed,  with  every  4  oz.  120  grs. ;  the  urine  was  also  much 

wpearance    of   correctness,  to  weigh  lighter  than  in  the  other  cases. 

^Dgrs.    Defecation  did  not  take  place.  The  respiratory  action  at  1 1  a.m.  was 

As  now,  the  weight  in  the  evenin?,  at  13,  at  half- past  4,  14 :   the  pulse  at  11 

8  o'clock,  amounted  to  137  lbs.  12  oz.  a.m.  was  at  80,  at  half-past  4  p.m.,  80. 

.180  grs.,  this  gives  a  remainder   of  If  we  calculate  this  as  above,  we  have 


64  times  per  minute,  had  increased  to    perspiration 


70  at  2  P.M. ;  and  at  8  p.m.,  after  some  A\  e  may  sum  up  the  results  as  fol- 

rettf  still  remained  at  70.    The  number  lows,  comparing  the  amount  of  perspi- 

of  respirations,  usually  amounting  in  ration  secreted  in   100  minutes  with 

the  morning  to  13^,  increased  at   11  100  grs.  of  the  body. 
A.V.  to  16,  and  at  8  p.m.  to  19.    Thus, 

Amount  of  perspiration  in  a  man  at  rest  for  each  100  grs.  during  a  space  of 
100  rainutesr=r0'030272  grs.  (Hoffman) 
=6-1138  (Dalton*) 

=0*1581  (Lavoisier  and  Seguinf). 

Amount  of  perspiration  in  a  man  in  motion,  reduced  to  the  same  standard  of 

time  and  weight —       i.  n.  _ 

=0  101 19  grs.        0075584 grs.  (Hoffman) 
=0-1575  (Sullivan). 

I  have  analysed  the  urine  passed    having  taken  food  for  some  hours  pre- 
after  the  second  experiment,  without    viously. 

*  Calculited  flrom  Dtlton,  who  found  the  t  According  to  Lavoiaier  and  Seguin,  who 
panintlon  in  March  to  ameont  to  37  ounces  state  the  amount  of  perspiration  as  Slos.  daily. 
fSm  weight,  140  lbs.  Here,  also,  the  toul  weight*140  lbs. 
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In  1000  parts,  the  water=977»22l       hasty  one  involves  certain  dyspepsia  ^^ 

Solid  matter=  22,779       it  may  be  that  the  humours  of  our- — 
1000  parts  of  the  BoUd  matter  w^       1^    ^^tj^  3^^^,  j^  ^^^  ^^^        

ABhss53S9,oUo  ru        i.j  j*u   A 

Sulphuric  acid=  80,581  ^rom   exhausted    energies,   and   that= 

For  the  purpose  of  determining  the  feverish,  peevish  dreams,  without 

Quantity  of  sulphuric  acid,  the  ash  was  freshment,  may  be  obtained  instead 

aissolved  in  water    containing   nitric  sound  repose, 
acid,  and  the  sulphuric  acid  precipi-       i^  ^  ^^^h  considering,  in  the  mean-^ 

tated  by  means  of  munate  of  barytes.  ..        ,  #1.1  j a 

The  sulphate  of  barytes  was  now  ex-  t™®'  ^^^  ^^7  of  <>»»  acknowledged^ 
posed  to  a  red  heat,  and  the  acid  thus  evils,  and  of  what  kind,  are  capable  oC 
calculated.    This  urine  deposited  no  removal  by  personal  and  private  exer— 
sediment.  tions;  for  if  the  delay  of  public  mea- 
■  sures  awaken  amongst   us  a  htariy 
MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  desire,  and  keep  up  an  enlightened 
F*riday,  July  7,  1843.  endeavour  for  that  purpose,  the  advan- 
tages  gained  will  not  be  trifling. 

•' Licet  omnibm,  licet  etiam  mihi,dig:nitatein  The   greatest,    because    the    funda- 

ArHi  MedUf  tneri ;  potMtM  modo  veniendi  in  niental  evil,  from  which  the  profession 

publicum  ut,  dicendi  periculom  non  recuso."  .-.,•.,                      , 

CicBRo.  suners,  is  undoubtedly  a  superabun- 

^~"  dance  of  practitioners,  yet  public  legis- 
REMUNERATION  IN  GENERAL  lation  can  only  prevent  this  by  making 
PRACTICE.  the  entrance   to  the  profession  more 
A  GLANCE  at  the  notices  of  motions  difficult.    This  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
about  to  be  made  in  the  House  of  Com-  caries  has  already  succeeded  in  doing 
mons  is  calculated  to  make  one  think  to  a  great  extent,  by  their  enlarged 
that  the  medical  profession,  whatever  course  of  study,  which,  however  cen- 
chance  it  may  have  of  getting  an  act  sured  for  its  quality,  leaves  no  doubt  as 
passed  fbr  its  government,  is  very  un-  to  its  greatly  increased  quantity.    The 
likely  to  receive  much  real  attention  at  young  Milos  of  the  present  day  have  to 
the  hands  of  ministers  or  members  of  lift  their  daily  increasing  burden  for  a 
parliament.    It  is  difficult  to  conceive  much  longer  period  than  formerly,  ere 
that  much  interest  could  attach  to  the  they  are  to  be  trusted  as  active  tap- 
subject,  after  the  energies  of  statesmen  porters  of  the  public  health ;   and  if 
have  been  unremittingly  exerted  for  so  some  of  them,  in  the  flush  of  youth  and 
long  a  time  in  the  altering  or  preserv-  pride  of  training,  have  attempted  in* 
ing  some    of  the  most   fundamental  judicious  tasks  beyond  their  strength, — 
portions  of  our  constitution,  and  in  dis-  if  they  have  got  their  fingers  pinched 
cussing  questions  which  seem  to  involve  and  themselves  pilloried  for  their  pre- 
its  very  existence.  sumption,  let  ois  hope  that  none  have 
Should  we  from  this  cause  be  doomed  been  quite  devoured  for  their  indiscre- 
te slovenly  and  crude  legblation,  there  tion.     The  education  of  the  present 
will  be  much  matter  for  regret,  but  day  is,  and  must  be,  in  a  great  degree 
should  we  escape  legislation  altogether  experimental.     New  wants  have  had 
it  may  fairly  be  questioned  whether  we  to  be  supplied,  both  intellectual  and 
shall  lose  much  by  the  omission.  Phy-  social,  and  new  means  were  necessarily 
siology  tells  us,  and  experience  proves,  resorted  for  the  purpose.    That  in  the 
that  total  fasting  for  a  time,  when  the  attempt  to  supply  what  was  deficient 
mind  or  body   are  over  fatigued,  is  much  that  was  highly  useful  was  hastily 
preferable  to  a  full  meal,  and  that  a  abandoned,  must  be  admitted  by  all 
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madent  kngoages,  and  their  toilsome  One  or  two  of  the  more  prominent 
iMit  inttxactife  acquisition  are  among  mistakes  which  in  their  daily  conse- 
.the  things  obsolete,  and  &lse  quan-  qoences  affect  the  credit,  the  comfort, 
titiea  and  misplaced  aspirates  are  so  or  profits  of  oiu:  brethren,  cannot  too 
common,  that  not  only  are  the  fasti-  often   be  pointed  out,  that  constant 
dioos  ears  of  old  Etonians  offended,  efforts  may  be  made  for  their  cor- 
bat  even  the  utilitarian  who  late  in  life  rection.    No  greater  service,  indeed, 
hw  brightened  his  massive  intellectual  ^can    be    done    than    directing    the 
OwehiiKry  with   the  high   polish  of  combative   enei^es    which    have   so 
Utemtore,  or  covered  it  with  a  thin  painfully  been  exerted  against    par- 
ooating  of  glittering  material  —  lay-  ticular  individuals  or  bodies,  as  the 
ing  on  a  little  Latin  and  less  Greek —  only  cause  of  all  our  evils,  to  the  re- 
«ften  receives  a  shock  to  his  gram-  moval  of  the  evils  themselves. 
4miH«''  susceptibilities.     These  mat-  Now  one  of  the  practical  evils  of 
ten  are  in  course  of  improvement.    In  the  present   day  is    connected    with 
medicine,  as  in  divinity,  during  the  the  sale  of  drugs.     In   this    matter 
hat   half  century,   gigiintic  energies  altered  circumstances  have  converted 
«i0irly  aroused  started  into  irregular  one  or  two  truths  into  fictions,  and  this 
•end  misdirected  action,  which  sobriety  process  never  takes  place  without  great 
and  good  sense  have  to    reduce  by  inconvenience    and    suffering    some- 
r,  method,  and  discipline.      The  where,  while  the  redressing  the  evils 
apeculator  may  be  forgiven  which  have  arisen  is  no  less  disagree- 
Ids  anxieties,  lest  the  very  great  need  able,  often  more  so,  as  resuscitation  is 
which  has  so  evidently  existed  lately  more  painful  than  drowning. 
fo>  forms  and  methods,  for  order  and  The  notion  that  every  diseased  state 
tut  discipline,  may  not  have  been  too  may  be  cured  by  a  particular  drug,  or 
Imatily  and  actively  recognis&ed,   and  combination   of  drugs,  has  pervaded 
danger  thereby  incurred  that  formality,  medical    practice    from    its    earliest 
pieecription,  and  the  viisdom  of  our  times.    The  physician  has  been  paid 
Ibrefiuhers,  may  again  be  too  implicitly  for  pointing  out,  the  apothecary  for 
celied  on.  preparing  this  drug.  The  exclamation. 
We  have  no  such  fear.    In  a  few  '*  Hei  mihi  quod  nuUis  amor  est  medi- 
monlhs,  by  means  of  the  Sydenham  cabilis  herbis,"  shews  the  very  phar- 
Sodctyfthesterlingold  medical  classics  maceutical    notion  which    the    poet 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  many  hundreds  had  of  Apollo's  medical   skill ;    and 
ct  onr  brethren.    Many  of  those  who  happy  is  the  practitioner  who,  when 
read  them  lor  the  first  time  will  pay  asked  what  is  the  best  thing  for  this 
the  cheerful  homage  of  respect  to  the  or  the  other  symptom,  neither  loses 
Migea  of  former  days;  a  few  will  be  his  patience  at  the  absurdity  of  the 
tempted  into  a  half  idolatrous  worship,  question,  nor  contributes  to  keep  up 
an  overvaluing  of  patristic  authority ;  the  delusion  by  naming  some  approved 
ottien  will  sink  into  a  feeble  and  fruit-  simple.    One  result  of  this  rude  notion 
Icie  dilettantism,  their  love  of  literature  of  physic  is,  that  when  the  public  are 
being  fbssy  and  fondling,  but  barren  informed  of  any  change  in  the  medical 
and  unseemly  as  the  love  of  old  age  is  theories  of  the  day,  or  get  mystified  by 
apt  to  be ;  but  can  it  be  doubted  that  to    the  pretensions  of  some  arch  quackery 
■mmd,  active,  and  vigorous  minds  new    or  medical  heresy,  though  their  con- 
views  will  be  suggested,  new  doubts  fidence  in  the  prescribers  is  shaken, 
icaolvedy  new  truths  begotten  ?  their  confidence  in  the  dcwg^  t^tsakN^ 
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as  great  as  ever;  they  merely  substitute  medicines  should  be  discontinued,  and 
their  own  prescriptions  for  those  of  the  that  of  specifying  and  charging  for  visits 
doctor.  Honour,  then,  in  due  measure  introduced.  Two  modes  of  proceeding, 
to  homoeopathy !  it  is  doing  its  mission  then,  suggest  themselves ;  one  is,  the 
for  the  abolition  of  mere  druggistry,  and  writing  prescriptions  to  be  made  up  at 
the  inculcation  of  dietetic  and  other  dis-  a  druggist's,  the  other  is  the  supplying 
cipline.  We  were  informed  lately,  by  medicines  either  gratuitously  or  at 
a  reverend  practitioner  in  a  small  way,  small  profits.  The  first  leaves  the 
that  200  homceopathic  medicine-chests  main  evil  just  where  it  was ;  the  pre- 
had  been  supplied  lately,  and  are  now  scription,  when  obtained,  will  be  valued 
being  used  by  as  many  clergymen  more  than  the  advice,  and  the  eharges 
alone.  Multiply  these  by  their  pro-  being  necessarily  smaller  than  the  fee 
bable  number  of  patients  in  the  middle  of  the  physician,  the  erroneous  princi- 
class,  and  the  product,  may  we  not  pie  will  be  still  more  widely  diffused, 
hope,  will  represent  the  number  of  Besides,  the  profits  of  the  druggist  are 
persons  who  are  in  a  fair  way  to  cease  at  present  large,  and  were  founded  on 
from  drugs,  especially  of  their  own  pre-  estimates  which  have  become  erroneous, 
scribing,  and  to  confide  in  enlightened  Until  of  late  years,  the  preparatioa  and 
medical  science  whenever  it  shall  be  retail  of  medicines  was  in  the  hands 
prepared  with  its  proofs ;  or  if  it  be  only  of  apothecaries,  persons  skilled, 
insisted  on  that  the  intellectual  calibre  more  or  less,  in  the  art  of  administering 
of  such  patients  is,  by  their  present  them,  the  price  of  whose  education 
credulity,  proved  to  be  below  the  was  charged  on  the  materials  in  which 
average,  then,  at  least,  "  fiet  experi-  they  dealt :  these  materials  acquired  a 
mentum  in  corpore  vili,''  they  will  great  real  value  from  the  skill  and 
work  out  some  problems  in  expectant  labour  bestowed  upon  them — an  in- 
medicine  which,  with  our  present  crease  of  value  like  that  acquired  by  a 
notions,  we  cannot  conscientiously  pound  of  iron  when  made  into  watch- 
attempt  If  Sir  James  Graham  had  a  springs.  . 
little  breathing-time  between  the  Irish  When  drugs,  too,  were^..x>re  mre 
Arms  Bill,  the  Factory  Education  and  costly,  and  the  supplies  uncer- 
Bill,  and  other  pressing  matters,  we  tain,  much  more  capital  was  required 
would  suggest  that  the  statistics  of  for  the  wholesale  market  than  at  the 
homoeopathic  practice  should  be  fur-  present  time.  Enormously  increased 
nishedto^  the  Home  Office.  A  few  re<  demand,  and  manufacturing  improve- 
gistrarships  and  commissions  in  this  de-  ments  in  the  supply,  have  also  con- 
partmentmightbe  handed,  in  the  mean-  tributed  to  lower  the  price  of  chemi- 
time,  to  the  unemployed  regular  prac-  cal  products,  though  certainly  the  out- 
titioners,  who  might  thus  be  kept  alive  lay  of  capital  in  effecting  those  im- 
to  note  the  issue  of  the  experiment.  provements  must  be  admitted  on  the 

To  the  general  practitioner  the  pre-  other  hand.   Yet  with  all  these  changes, 

sent  state  of  opinion  is  most  important,  and  while  the  price  of  a  medical  visit 

and  calls  for  a  rigorous  scrutiny  of  has  virtually  decreased,  the  charge  for 

principles,  and  a  steady  adherence  to  a  draught  at  a  good  druggist's  is  still 

whatever  course  will  produce  really  a  shilling.     This  is  understood  to  be 

the  best  general  results,  even  if  some  the  cost  of  the  medicine  and  of  the 

present  personal  sacrifice  be  thereby  skill  required  in  preparing  it     Four 

rendered  necessary.  of  these  draughts  a  day  will  be  the 

Theprac^et  of  making  a  charge  for  most  paid  for  when  a  medical  visit  is 
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daily,  or  on  alternate  dayi.    The  royAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL 
aTerage  payment  for  the  Tint,  then,  is  SOCIETY. 

St.,  and  for  the  medicine  38.    Surely  June  97,  ims. 

ao  monatrons  a  disproportion  cannot  T»  Pabsidbnt  in  ths  Cbaik. 

hahitoally    exist    without    gradually  On  the  In/tueneeqfl^ett  upon  the  Gn^tk 

warping  the  public  feeling  as  to  the  qf  the  Skull,    By  Albxandbb  Shaw, 

relative  value  of  each.    The  judicions  £>q<  Surgeon  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital, 

and    conscientions    practitioner    will  This  paper  was  the  sequel  of  one  by  the 

draw  the  right  inferences  from  this    «meiiuth«is  printed  in  the  1 7th  ^^^ 

°,      ...  Society's  Transactions.    The  object  of  the 

Statement,  and  wiU  so  arrange  as  gra-    f^^„  pubUcation  was,  in  the  first  place,  to 

dually  to  bring  about  a  better  state  of    prove  that,  besides  causing  softening  and  dis- 

matten ;  and  this  he  will  do,  not  by    tortion  of  the  osseous  system,  rickets  has  the 

mytifying.  but  by  enlightening  the  'Jf^^a'^tlho^  ST^wirt; 

public :    the  light   afforded  being  by  interruption,  the  proportions  of  the  figure 

his  actions,  not  by  declamatory  talk-  peculiar  to  the  adult  are  not  perfectly  attained 

-%.£  AA  —  A    u ^  u«««  ^»A^  by  persons  affected  with  the  disease,  but  con- 

ing.    Many  attempte  have  been  made  ti^  to  be  more  or  less  those  of  tiie  child. 

to  bring  the  parties  interested  to  meet    xhe  figure  of  the  child  is  characterised  by  the 
and  combine  for  the  purpose    of  set-    head,  trunk,  and  upper  extremities,  being  of 

tling.  .nd  if  possible  enforcing,  their    |:Twr«ra.i^':!S'e  r.LuM„t 

daims  for  attendance ;  but  the  success     1^  the  former  parts  relatively  small,  and  the 

of  inch  combinations  is  small,  and  the    pelvis  and  legs  large  and  powerful.      In 

limito  within  which  they  are  justifiable    P"^*'*?  deformed  from  rickets,  the  whole 

•^         •'  ,     figure  is  stunted  ;  but  the  head,  trunk,  and 

are  not  clear.    More  may  be  done,  and    ^jpp^r  extremities  together,  when  compared 

better  done,  through  a  quiet  conside-    with  the  natural  adult  dimensions,  are  only 

imtion  of  the  subject  by  individuals,  defective  to  a  slight  dqjree  (one^^^^ 

,__  ■'.  .1.1  J  whde  the  pelvis  and  lower  extremities  are 
and  by  keeping  m  view  the  broad  defective  to  agreat  degree  (one-third).  This 
principle  of  remuneration  for  time  and  difference  the  author  accounted  for  by  sup- 
skill,  not  for  medicine.  We  have  pur-  PO"ng  ^»^  "  ^*»e  disease  stops  the  growth, 
'  .  .  .  n*  X  ..•  1-  it  mterrupts  at  the  same  time  the  chanire 
posely  kept  in  view  a  distinction  be-  ^^^  •„  progress  of  being  produced  inthe 

tween  charges  and  fees :  a  fee  is  a  gra-  relative  proportions  of  the  figure  ;  and  so 

tnity,  and  implies  an  entirely  different  <»«■««  ^^  patient,  when  arrived  at  adoles- 

^           #*i.        .     ^1.     J                ji*u^  cence,  to  exhibit  traces  of  the  configuration 

tone  of  feehng  in  the  donor  and  the  ^^  ^y^^  ^^^^^    Having  referred  to  the  im- 

Rcipient  from  that  which  it  would  be  portance  of  this  view  in  relation  to  the  size 
pradent  to  adopt  in  general  practice,    ofthe  pelvis  in  child-bearing  women  deformed 

Let  ffee.  .till  be  large,  and  still  ,i.en  ^Z^^%:^t^:tZ^l^Z::X 

as  the  reward  of  superior  attainments :  the  defect  of  growth  in  this  partamouuto,  on 

this  will  tend  to  keep  the  consulting  an  average,  to  nearly  a  quarter  of  the  natural 

««.*:«:»-«•  :«  i.;-  ««i„  ♦«„«  ««^  *.«»*.».  *l*e,  ho  proceeded  to  apply  the  same  principle 

practitioner  m  his  only  true  and  proper  ^  theeiplanationof  a^liarityinthefoWn 

position— that  of  a  person  whose  posi-  of  the  head  which  he  had  observed  as  a  gene- 
tion  makes  great  things  to  be  expected    ral  character  in  ricketty  persons.     This  pe- 

of  him.  To  this  elevation  all  who  ^f^?^  ^"/j"*"  ^.  *  disproporticm  between 
VE  *iiio.  *v  vuto  ^i^Tai.tv»ii  CUE  «TA«  the  sixe  of  the  cranium  and  of  the  face.  Be- 
think themselves  qualified  for  it  may  tween  infancy  and  adolescence,  a  change  in 
now  rise ;  if  they  assume   it  without  the  relative  proportions,  analogous  to  that 

daepower.  to  support  it-and  sufficient  ^^i^.i^Jf"'  Nr'bSSr^'^fo™  " 
pecuniary  means  are  amongst  those  characterised  by  the  cranium  being  of  large 
powers — the  fault  is  theirs.  bulk  compared  with  the  face :  while  at  adoles- 

cence the  contrast  is  greatly  diminished, 
^^_^^  owing  to  the  face    having  become  much 

bulkier  in  comparison  with  the  cranium  than 
it  had  originally  been.    TVia  voJCkM^x  >DAi^T^- 
marked,  and  confirmt^  V\&  c»\^^r«%^AtnA\s^ 
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nameroas  meaBttremeiits, '  that  the  sinill,  in  certain  norel  meaanrefl  adopted  for  its  re* 

ricketty  persons,  does  not  attain  the  proper  moTal  proved  saccessfal.      It  was  on  the 

adult  proportions  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  3d  of  April,  while  the  patient,  Mr.  B.,  was 

craninm  appears  remarkably  large  compared  amusing  some  children,  that  the  coin  which 

with  the  face,  just  as  duringchildhood.  Thus,  he  had  in  his  mouth  accidentally  slipped  into 

taking  the  dimensions  of  the  face  as  the  limit  the  tradiea.    The  symptoms  which  succeeded 

of  comparison,  he  found  that  in  the  skull  of  were  principally  occasional  severe  fits  of 

the  infant  the  size  of   the  cranium  is  as  coughing,  and  a  sense  of  pain  referred  to  a 

8  to  1 ;  in  the  adult,  as  6  to  1 ;  and  in  the  part  of  the  chest  corresponding  to  the  sltoa- 

ricket^  person  (alUuragh  beneath  the  stand-  tion  of  the  right  brondius.    No  particular 

«rd  size),  as  7  to  1.     He  explained  this  dis*  sounds  were  detected  by  the  use  of  the  ste- 

proportion  by  supposing  that,  as  rickets  ar-  thoscope.    The  patient  was  able  to  pursue 

rests  the  growth,  it  interrupts,  at  tiie  same  his  usual  avocations,  and  made  two  joorniet 

time,  the  change  occurring  in  the  relative  into  the  oountry.    On  the  I9th  of  April, 

proportions  of  l^e  skull  between  infancy  and  having  placed  himself  in  the  prone  position, 

sdolescenoe ;  and  thus  gives  rise  to  the  diild-  with  the  sternum  resting  on  a  chair,  and  his 

like  character  of  the  proportions.  The  pro-  head  and  neck  inclined  downwards,  the  patient 

position  was  illustrated  by  showing  the  con-  had  a  distinct  perception  of  a  loose  body 

trary  effects  which  an  increased  activity  of  the  slipping  forwards  along  the  trachea ;  a  violent 

growth  produces*.     In  the  figure  generally,  convulsive  cough  ensued,  and,  on  resuming 

when  the  growth  has  been  pietematunilly  the  erect  posture,  he  again  had  the  sensation 

active,  as  in  tall  persons,  the  effect  of  the  of  a  loose  body  moving  in  the  tiradiea  towards 

unequal  rate  of  development  in  the  two  di-  the  chest.    An  apparatus  of  the  following 

visions  of  the  frame  is  shown  by  the  lower  kind  was  now  constructed.     A  platform,  on 

extremities  acquiring  an  undae  length  com-  which  the  patient  could  lie  prone,  was  made 

pared  with  the  trunk  ;  so,  in  the  head,  the  to  move  on  a  hinge  in  the  centre ;  so  that 

ikce  becomes  disproportionately  larger  oom-  on  one  end  of  it  faMcing  elevated  the  other  was 

pared  with  the  cranium  :  thus  by  measuring  equally  depressed.     On  the  25th  of  April 

the  skull  of  the  giant  preserved  in  the  mu-  the  patient  was  laid  on  this  apparatus,  with 

seum  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  the  author  bis  shoulders  and  body  fixed  by  means  of  a 

found  that  the  dimensions  of  tiie  cranium  Mt,  and  his  head  was  lowered  to  an  angle  of 

(although  above  the  standard  size)  are,  to  nearly  90  degrees  with  the  horizon.     His 

those  of  the  face,  only  in  the  proportion  of  ^^k  was  then  struck  several  times  with  the 

5  to  1  in  this  skull.    Having  next  shown  that  hand,  but  violent  fits  of  choking  were  brought 

the  orbits  always  preserve  a  uniform  size,  on  each  time,  and  it  was  not  deemed  prudent 

whatever  be  the  dimensions  of  the  face,  in  to  continue  the  experiments.     On  tiie  27th 

skulls  of  different  proportions,  andaooounted  it  was  agreed  in  consultation  to  make  an 

for  this  fact  by  referring  to  the  anatomical  opening  in  the  trachea,  between  the  thyroid 

relation  of  the  fh>ntal  and  maxillary  sinuses  ghuid  and  the  sternum.     In  proposing  this, 

to  tiiese  cavities,  and  showing  that  the  two  the  object  was  two-foid  :  1st,  that  an  attempt 

sinuses  vary  in  capacity  according  to  the  rate  might  be  made  to  extricate  the  coin  by  the 

of  growth,  be  passed  to  the  consideration  of  forceps ;  2d,  that  if  relief  could  not  be  ob- 

the  growth  of  the  maxillary  bones.    After  tained  in  this  manner,  the  artificial  opening 

dwelling  on  the  difference  in  the  mode  of  for-  night  answer  the  purpose  of  a  safety-valve, 

mation  of  ^e  teeth  as  compared  with  the  >^cl  the  experiment  of  inverting  the  body  on 

jaw  bones,  and  the  importance  of  an  exact  the  platform  be  repeated  without  the  risk  of 

relation  being  preserved  between  the  develop-  oansing  suffocation.    The  operation  having 

ment  of  bodil^parts,  and  referring  to  the  ^'^cn  performed,  several  attempts  to  extricate 

observation  of  Hunter  regarding  the  different  the  coin  were  made,  but  without  success ; 

rates  of  growth  in  the  anterior  and  posterior  ^nd,  on  each  introduction  of  the  forceps, 

divisions  of  the  maxillary  bones,  he  concluded  paroxysms  of  convulsive  coughing  of  such  a 

by  showing  that,  as  rickets  has  the  effect  of  violent  kind  were  brought  on,  that  it  was 

interrupting  the  growth  of  the  jaw  bones,  it  pbiin  that  the  attempts  could  not  be  perse- 

deranges  also  the  prooess  of  evolution  of  the  vered  in  without  danger  to  life.     On  the 

teeth.  2d  of  May,  a  renewal  of  these  trials  was 

M^  ^^ .    -      ^  ,.  ,      „     ,  followed  by  the  same  results.     On  the  13th, 

AnAeeaumi  qf  a  Cms  m  whtoh  a  Foreign  the  wound  in  the  trachea  having  been  kept 

BudywoBhdged  m  theJUght  Bronehui.  from  closmg  by  the  occasional  introduction 

?V  q'^L^'^.'^Q ''^  ^'  ?*2?"^^^-  of  a  probe,  the  patient  was  placed  on  the 

l^ILS.  Sergeant  Surgeon  to  the  Queen,  moveable  platform  as  described  before ;  his 

•"^*  *^'  back  was  then  struck  by  the  hand ;  two  or 

The  author's  object  in  this  paper  was  to  three  efforts  to  cough  followed,  and  presently 

describe  a  case  in  which  a  half-sovereign  was  the  patient  felt  the  coin  quit  the  chest, 

lodged  in  the  right  brtmchns  €H  the  patient  striking,    almost    immediately    afterwards, 

for  a  period  of  thirty  dtjn,  and  in  whkh  agalnal  t\\e  vatnaoT  lwiV)[i  o^  >3kit  \xvv^\  \%w , 
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and  thm  dlrop|MOg  ont  of  the  month.    No  institution ;  lince  it  appean  that  during  the 
■pMOD  of  the  muadea  ot  the  glottis  took  place;  three  yean  ending  the  2  let  Dec.  1 752,  the 
m  email  quantity  ol  blood  was  ejected  at  the  proportion  of  patients  discharged  cured  was 
Mune    time»  apparently   coming  from   the  only  31  i  per  cent,  on  the  total  admissions ; 
gnnalatioiia  of  the  external  wound.     From  whilst  for  the  three  years  ending  Dec.  31, 
this  date  the  patient  proceeded  rapidly  to  1842,  the  cures  amounted  to  nearly  53  per 
get  weU.  cent.    The  ratio  of  deaths,  also,  during  the 
The  eathor  eonclnded  by  making  obser-  former  period,  was  as  high  as  25^  |>er  cent.— 
▼atioiia  on  the  following  heads : — 1st,  on  the  but  only  5i  daring  the  bst  named  three 
inflncnee  of  the  sixe,  weight,  and  form  of  years — that  is,  about  ^th  the  amount  re- 
ft foreign  body  introduced  into  the  wind-  ported  nearly  a  century  ago. 
pipe,  in  modifying  the  symptoms ;    2d,  he  The  author  next  remarks    on    the   di- 
■afciTBd  to  experiments  which  showed  that  minished  number  of  suicides  in  the  insane 
a  heaty  body*  like  the  coin  in  the  present  patients  admitted  into  Bethlem ;  observing* 
emtt  waa  moat  likely  to  drop  into  the  right  at  the  same  time,  its    greater  frequency 
brondias ;  Sd,  he  adverted  to  the  want  of  among  males  than  females. 
■aooeia  attending  the  use  of  the  stethoscope  A  synopsis  is  next  given  of  seventy  dis- 
in  tfaia  and  in  some  other  cases  of  the  same  sections  recently  made  by  Mr.  Lawrence, 
kind ;  4th»  be  pointed  out  the  reasons  on  in  which  the  various  morbid  appearances 
vhidi  he  had  founded  his  opinion,  that  the  met  with  are  carefully  detailed, 
artificial  opening  made  in  the  trachea  would  The  author  concludes  his  paper  with  an 
prevent  apaim  in  the  glottis,  and  thereby  allusion  to  the  two  sections  of  pathologists 
ghra  greater  chance  of  success  to  the  experi-  at  present  dividing  the  opinions  of  medical 
■wnfc  of  inverting  the  patient's  body  on  the  writers  respecting  the  diseased  alterations  of 
BOraabie  platform ;  lastly,  he  dwelt  on  the  structure  met  with  in  cases  of  insanity,  vix., 
diflicnltiea  and  dangers  attending  the  use  of  the  "anatomists  and  vitalists,"  the  former 
the  foroepa,  when  a  weighty  body  is  lodged  considering  them  as  causes,  the  latter  only 
deeply  in  one  of  the  bronchii  as  was  the  case  es  consequences,  of  the  previous    mental 


in  his  patient.  affection.     In  his  opinion  the  theory  of  the 

«<  Ai^i        ^  w%  sxt        rr      'SI      -ji   n  snatomists  is  the  more  rational,  and  most 

Bi^HHUi  qf  Bethlem  Hotpttal.with  Re.  j^  accordance  with  the  present  state  of  our 

MT^f  OH  Imamiy.     By  John  Webster,  knowledge  of  the  pathology  of  mania. 

In  this  paper  the  author  brought  before  ^  ^he  Presence  of  Spermatozoa  in  the 

the  Society  a  few  statistical  tables  compUed  Fluid  of  Hydrocele,     ByA.  Lloyd,  Esq. 

from  the  registers  of   Bethlem   Hospital,  Assistant- Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's 

aeoompanled  by  a  synopsis  of  seventy  dia-  Hospital,  and  Surgeon  to  Christ's  Hos- 

sections  recently  ^rformed]  at  ^that    in-  pital. 

■Htwtinn.  The  object  of  the  author  was  to  announce 

According  to  these  tables,  it  appears  that  that  he  had  met  with,  since  the  Ia»t  meeting 
4,404  cnrable  patients  of  both  sexes  were  of  the  Society,  a  third  case  of  hydrocele,  in 
admitted  during  the  last  20  years,  of  whom  the  fluid  of  which  an  immense  number  of 
1782  were  males,  and  2622  were  females —  spermatoxoa  were  present.  The  fluid  was 
thas'  givlikg  47  per  cent,  more  women  than  of  paler  colour  than  that  of  common  hydro- 
men.  During  the  same  period,  1446  female  cele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  very  much 
patients  were  discharged  cured,  that  is,  55|  resembled  water  with  which  a  very  small 
per  cent,  on  the  admissions ;  whilst  only  quantity  of  milk  had  been  mixed.  When 
823  male  patienu  left  the  hospital  convales-  tested  with  nitric  acid,  and  also  with  heat, 
eent,  or  46^  per  cent.  On  the  other  hand,  the  fluid  was  found  to  contain  a  considerable 
the  number  of  deaths  in  both  sexes,  although  quantity  of  albumen.  There  was  also  much 
axactiy  equal,  or  112  of  each,  yet  calculated  saline  matter  in  it.  When  examined  with 
aeoording  to  their  respective  admissions,  the  the  microscope  from  three  to  four  hours  after 
rata  among  the  male  patients  was  6^  per  it  was  drawn  off,  there  were  seen  sperma- 
oent.  and  only  4^  per  cent,  among  the  toxoa  in  a  living  state,  and  also  an  immense 
fbmalcs.  Similar  results  were  likewise  number  that  were  dead :  moreover,  the  fluid 
found  to  prevail  among  the  incurable  luna-  contained  a  few  bloud-discs,  transparent 
ties  of  both  sexes.  "Hie  author  therefore  cysts,  granular  bodies  of  different  sixes,  and 
condudes  that  insanity  is  not  only  more  epithelial  scales.  The  testis  and  its  appen- 
common  among  women  than  men,  but  also  dages  were  healthy.  From  the  situation 
a  more  curable  disease;  so  that,  eteterie  and  form  of  the  tumor  it  appeared  that 
parihUt  the  prognosis  may  be  considered  as  the  fluid  was  contained  in  the  tunica  vagi- 
more  favourable  in  female  than  male  pa-  nalis.  The  spermatoxoa  were  seen  in  a 
tients.  The  diminished  rate  of  mortality,  living  state  by  Mr.  F.  W^ood,  Surgeon,  of 
and  the  greater  proportion  of  recoveries,  are  Brownlow  Street,  and  by  Mr.  John  Quekett, 
also  clear]/  ghewn  by  the  lecords  of  the  of  the  CoUef^e  o{  ^ut|^«oni. 
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Pt^koUfffieal  ReBtarehet  into  the  Local 
CoMtet  qf  Deqfhei9,  ba»ed  on  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dietectione  of  the  Human 
Bar.  By  Joseph  Toynbbb,  F.R.S. 
Surgeon  to  the  St.  George's  and  St. 
James's  Dispensary. 

The  researches  of  which  this  is  a  summary 
view,  are  in  continuation  of  a  previous  paper 
contained  in  Vol.  24  of  the  Society's  Trans- 
actions. The  principal  practical  conclusion 
to  which  they  lead  is,  that  the  most  preva- 
lent cause  of  deafiiess  is  chronic  inflamma- 
tion of  the  raucous  membrane  which  lines 
tiie  tympanic  cavity ;  and  that  by  far  the 
greater  majority  of  cases  commonly  called 
nervous  deafness  ought  more  properly  to 
be  attributed  to  this  cause. 

The  pathological  conditions  to  which  in- 
flammation of  the  mucous  membrane  gives 
rise  are  divided  in  the  paper  into  three 
•tages. 

In  the  flret  stage  the  membrane  retains  its 
natural  delicacy  of  structure,  though  its 
blood-vessels  are  considerably  enlarged  and 
contorted ;  blood  is  effused  into  its  substance, 
or  more  frequently  at  its  attached  surface  ; 
blood  has  also  been  found  between  the  mem- 
brane and  tiie  membrane  of  the  fenestra 
rotunda,  and  in  very  acute  cases  lymph  is 
effVised  over  its  free  surfiiu^. 

The  second  stage  is  characterised  by  the 
following  pathological  conditions  : — 

1st.  The  membrane  is  very  thick,  and 
often  flocculent.  In  this  state  the  tympanic 
plexus  of  nerves  becomes  concealed,  the 
base  and  crura  of  the  stapes  are  frequently 
entirely  imbedded  in  it,  while  the  fenestra 
rotunda  appears  only  like  a  superficial  de- 
pression in  the  swollen  membrane. 

2d.  Concretions  of  various  kinds  are 
visible  on  the  surface  of  the  thickened  mem- 
brane. In  some  cases  these  have  the  con- 
sistence of  cheese,  and  are  analogous  to 
tuberculous  matter  ;  in  others  they  are  flbro- 
calcareous,  and  exceedingly  hard. 

3d.  But  by  far  the  most  frequent  and 
peculiar  characteristic  of  this  second  stage  of 
the  disease,  is  the  formation  of  membranous 
bands  between  various  parts  of  the  tympanic 
eavity.  These  bands  are  at  times  so  numerous 
as  to  occupy  nearly  the  entire  cavity ;  some- 
times they  connect  the  inner  surface  of  the 
membrana  tympani  to  the  internal  wall  of  the 
tympanum,  to  the  stapes  and  to  the  incus. 
They  have  also  been  detected  between  the 
malleus  and  the  promontory,  as  well  as 
between  the  incus,  rae  walls  of  the  tympanum, 
and  the  sheath  of  the  tensor  tympani  muscle ; 
as  wen  as  between  various  parts  of  the  cir- 
eumference  of  the  fenestra  rotunda.  But 
the  place  where  these  adhesions  are  most 
frequently  visible  is  between  the  crura  of 
tiie  stapes  and  the  adjoining  walls  of  the 
tympBdccKfitji  dusfriitecattefaitwenty- 
twbutmotB  ant  of  it  bvukdnd  and  twenty 


dissections,  being  a  fifth  of  tiie  nuaber. 
These  bands  of  adhesion  sometimes  contain 
blood  and  scroftdous  matter. 

In  the  third  etage  of  inflammation  of  the 
membrane  it  becomes  ulcerated ;  the  mem- 
brana tympani  is  destroyed,  and  the  tensor 
t]rmpam  muscle  is  atrophied.  The  oaaicula 
auditus  are  diseased,  and  ultimately  dis- 
charged from  the  ear,  and  the  disease  not 
unfrequently  communicates  itsdf  to  the 
tympanic  walls,  affecting  also  the  brain  and 
other  important  organs. 

The  following  is  a  tabular  view  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  tympanic  cavity 
in  the  120  dissections  related  in  this  paper. 

In  thefiret  etage  qf  inflammation. 

1.  With    simple  inflammation  of  the 

membrane,  its  vessels  being  en- 
larged, tortuous,  and  distended 
with  blood        .         .         •         .10 

2.  Ditto,    with    an   accumulation    of 

mucus      ....         .1 

3.  Membrane  inflamed,  with  effusion 

of  blood  into  its  substance .         .     3 

4.  Membrane  inflamed,  with  effusion 

of  serum,  tinged  with  blood,  into 
the  tympanic  cavity  .         .        .     I 

5.  Membrane  inflamed,    with   lymph 

effused  into  the  tympanic  cavity .     2 

6.  Membrane   inflamed,     with    blood 

and  lymph  effused  into  the  tym- 
panic cavity      ...         .2 

7.  Membrane  inflamed,  with  effusion 

of  pus  into  the  tympanic  cavity  .     I 

Dieaectiona  illustrative  qf  the  eeeond  stage 
of  inflammation, 

1 .  With  simple  thickening  of  the  lining 

membrane         .         .         .         .5 

2.  The  membrane  thick  and  pulpy       .     2 

3.  Ditto  ditto  and  the  cavity  full  of 

bands  of  adhesion.     .         .         .1 

4.  The  membrane  thick  and  flocculent.     1 

5.  Membranous  bands  connecting  the 

membrana  tympani  to  the  inner 
wall  of  the  tympanum        .         .     5 

6.  Membranous  band  connecting  the 

membrana  tympani  to  the  pro- 
montory and  the  chorda  tympani 
to  the  stapes     .         ...     1 

7.  Membranous  bands  connecting  the 

membrana  tympani  to  the  incus .     1 

8.  Ditto  ditto  to  the  stapes.         .         .     2 

9 .  Ditto  connecting  the  membrana  tym  - 

pani  and  chorda  tympani  nerve  to 
the  stapes  ....     1 

1 0.  Dittoconnecting  the  membrana  tym- 

pani and  malleus  to  the  pro- 
montory   1 

1 1 .  Ditto  connecting  the  membrana  tym- 

pani to  the  incus.       .        .         ,2 
i  2.  Ditto  connecting  the  membrana  tym- 
pani and  assecles  to  the  inner  wall 
of  th^  tYm^anum .    %        %        .V 
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IS.  IMtIo  oomiectiiig  Uie  malleas  to  th« 

timer  wall  of  the  tympaDnm       .    2 

14.  IXtto  eonnectiDg  the  incna  to  the 

Inner  wall  of  the  tj^npannm  1 

15.  Ditto  connecting  the  lUpes  to  the 

]HVBiontorf      •        •        •         •  24 

16.  Anefayloais  of  the  stipei  to  tiie  fe- 

uestra  oruii  .2 

17.  Membranous  bands,  fimning  a  net- 

work o?er  the  fenestra  rotunda  .     2 

18.  A  broad  membrane  passing  from  the 

promontory  to  the  mastoid  cells .    2 

19.  The  caTitj  of  the  tympanum  full  of 

bands  of  adhesions  .     1 

20.  Membranous  bands  containing  scro- 

ftilons  matter    .        ...    3 

21.  The  carity  of  tiie  tympanum  fhll  of 

calcareous  concretion  4 

22.  Ditto,  ftdl  of  caseous  concretion  2 
23«  With  ridges  of  bone  projecting  from 

tiie  surface  of  the  promontory    .    2 


iihulrative  qfihe  third  Mtage 
qf  imflammation, 

1.  ^nth  ulceration  and  thickening  of 

the  mucous  membrane,  attended 
by  the  formation  of  pus  3 

2.  With  ulceration  of  the  membrane, 

and  loss  of  one  or  more  of  the 
tjasicula 3 

It  thus  ^ipears  tiiat  of  the  120  dissections 
there 


20  Specimens  in  the  first  stage  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  tympanic  cavity 
65  Ditto  in  the  second  stage 
6  Ditto  m  the  tiiird 
29  Ditto  in  a  healthy  state. 
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[Concluded  from  page  611.] 

Aeuie  Hydrocephalus, — In  two  patients 
out  fd  three  who  were  treated  for  this  disease, 
on  the  day  before  their  death,  the  author 
flbmd  a  peculiar  alteration  of  the  cornea, 
wfaidi  he  had  already  observed  in  four  other 
patient!.  It  consisted  of  a  semilunar 
yellowish  covering  at  the  lower  edge  of  the 
cornea,  without  any  injection  of  the  eye. 
When  the  disease  has  lasted  long,  this  cover- 
ing extends  towards  the  centre  of  the  cornea, 
•lA  suppurates ;  its  lamellK  then  appear  to 
be  separated  from  one  another  by  purulent 
Infiltration,  and  turned  outwards,  which 
gives  the  disease  a  different  character  from 
■11  ulcerations  of  the  cornea.  Of  six  patients, 
in  whom  the  author  observed  it,  three  were 
■■ffitrfaig  from  acute  hydrocephalus ;  the 
fMirth  had  an  nicer  od  tiie  head,  whidi  had 


eaten  through  the  skull  and  membranes,  and 
attacked  t^  brain  itself,  whose  substance 
was  softened  around  the  superficial  ulcera- 
tion ;  the  child  died  in  a  few  days  of  scarlet 
fever.  The  fifth  child  died  of  pneumonia, 
which  came  on  in  the  course  of  acute  hydro- 
cephalus, after  which  was  found  a  serous  in- 
filtration of  the  pia  mater.  Lastly,  the 
sixth  patient  was  an  adult,  who  had  been 
treated  for  pneumonia  with  large  blood- 
lettings, and  had  fallen  into  a  state  of  great 
debility.    He  alone  recovered. 

In  four  of  these  patiente  the  alteration  of 
the  cornea  appeared  one  or  two  days  before 
death,  and  remained  in  the  stete  of  a  mere 
covering  ;  in  the  fifth,  who  lay  several  days 
in  a  comatose  condition,  the  alteration  of 
the  cornea  increased  more  and  more,  and  at 
last  passed  into  suppuration.  In  the  case  of 
pneumonia  also  suppuration  ensued. 

In  three  cases  the  author  observed  that 
the  eyes  were  half  open,  and  that  then  the 
uncovered  part  of  tiie  cornea  became  dis- 
eased. In  the  other  three  cases  attention 
had  not  been  paid  to  this  circumstance, 
which  perhaps  was  the  cause  of  the  morbid 
change.  The  author,  however,  does  not 
think  that  the  long-continued  access  of  the 
air  to  this  part  of  the  cornea  was  the  sole 
cause  of  the  disease,  but  rather  that  the 
general  debility  had  the  greatest  share  in  the 
suppuration ;  and  that  the  malady  had  been 
preceded  by  a  state  similar  to  that  existing 
in  the  d<^  which  Magendie  fed  on  sugar, 
and  in  whom  likewise  the  cornea  suppu- 
rated. 

Accordingly,  the  author  cured  the  pneu- 
monic patient  (of  this  disease  with  bark, 
strengthening  diet,  and  dropping  laudanum 
and  oil  into  the  eye. 

Convulsioru. — In  the  great  majority  of 
cases  they  are  a  symptom  of  other  diseases  ; 
and  in  some  instances  they  depend  on  causes 
which  leave  no  trace  that  can  be  detected 
after  death.  The  author  quotes  several  such 
cases. 

Scrofula. — In  all  scrofulous  cases  Dr. 
Stober  gives  animal  diet  and  wine ;  in 
slighter  cases,  with  a  lymphatic  constitution, 
disposition  to  cold  in  the  head,  ophthalmia, 
and  glandular  swellings  in  the  neck,  he  ad- 
ministers tonic  remedies,  such  as  tr.  gen- 
tianae  c,  Hoffman's  elixir  vitce,  and  baths 
of  hay  flowers  or  hazel-leaves ;  and  employs 
iodine  externally  and  internally  for  swelled 
glands  of  long  standing.  He  treate  scro- 
fulous ulcers  with  red  precipitate  ointment ; 
if  they  are  very  flabby,  he  avoids  all  fat  sub- 
stances, sprinkles  them  with  red  precipitate, 
and  employs  a  dry  bandage.  For  swellings 
of  the  nose  and  upper  lip,  he  uses  a  white 
precipitate  ointment.  In  scrofulous  affections 
of  the  bony  and  fibrous  system,  caries,  white 
swellings,  &c.,  cod  Uver  oil  was  very  useful ; 
bat  had  no  cffedi  m  iwtV^%  ^1  ^^  ij^an^. 
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that  it  appears  tiiat  the  efficacy  of  this  re-  _  ,»»«,* 

medy  does  not  depend  on  the  iodine  which  it  Our  correspondent,  Mr.  Walne,  has  re* 

contains,  as  iodine  is  known  to  be   very  oently  removed,  with  soccess,  another  drop- 

efficacioas  in  diseases  of  the  glands.  ^^  ovarium,   in  its  entire  state,  by  the 

In  scrofulous  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  ^SP  abdominal  section.  It  weighed  six- 
general  and  local  treatment  are  equally  tw*  pounds  and  three-quarters.  Some  dr- 
neoessary.  Among  general  remedies,  iodine  eumstances  having  occurred  in  the  course  of 
and  cod  liver  oU  are  too  slow ;  mercuriala  **»«  patient's  recovery,  giving  a  fresh  inte- 
and  antimonials  are  more  active.  The  »^t  to  the  subject,  the  particulars  will 
author  gives  one  or  two  grains  of  a  mixture  shortly  be  submitted  to  the  profession.  Mr. 
of  equal  parts  of  calomel  and  9u!ph,  curat.  Walne's  former  case  has  been  too  lecenUy 
mUim,  three  times  a  day ;  he  continues  this  before  our  readers  to  have  escaped  their  re- 
fer three  or  four  weeks,  and  then  administers  collection  (Map.  Gaz.  Dec.  24, 1842.)  The 
a  purgative.  If  the  scrofulous  symptoms  patient,  we  are  informed,  now  enjoys  excel- 
continue  after  an  interval  of  eight  or  ten  lent  health  and  spirits,  walks  long  distances, 
days,  he  gives  tiie  remedy  again  for  three  or  >md  experiences  no  kind  of  inconvenience  as 
four  weeks.     It  produces  stools  several  times  a  consequence  of  the  operation  performed  in 

a  day,  but  rarely  salivation.     He  rightiy  the  early  part  of  November  last. 

reiectsantiphlogistics,  especially  the  abstrac- 

tion  of  blood,  hi  this  disene ;  but  recom-  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS 

mends  blisters  to  the  back  of  the  neck,  list  or  gbxtlbmbn  admittxd  msmbsbs. 

particularly  in  old  cases,  where  the  inflam-  FHday,  June  30,  1843. 

mation  and  intolerance  of  light  are  violent ;       j.  Fox.— W.  H.  Attree.— W.  H.  Saxton.— C.  O. 

or  where  the  former  is  combined  with  a  con-  Baylis.  —  L.  A.  Lawrence. — T.  HalL  —  P.  W. 

aiderable  morbid  secretion ;  or  in  rdapses.  ""Sf^HK^S;-  i'  r^^T*'^*"*  -  R.  F.  Hodges. 

Among  external  remedies,  the  most  em-  . . .^ . 

cadous  were  the  following:    a  colly  rium  a  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
containing  corrosive  sublimate  and  lauda-                          Tuii?'vnr%x»r\T  ic 
num,  or  lapit  dMntu  and  laudanum,  or  the                         ^^'^ KuruL.i5», 
extr.  laetucm  Ptr,  /   a  red  precipitate  oint-  Shewing  the   number  of   deaths  from   all 
ment ;   Rust's  ointment ;    or  an  ointment        causes  registered  in    the    vreek    ending 
containing  nitrate  of  silver.     The  Ust  was  ^Saturday,  June  24,  1843. 
o(  spedtl  service  in  blepharitif  fflandulotaf 
as  Rust's  was  in  inflammation  of  the  con- 
junctiva alone,  or  of  the  cornea  and  con-  Hooping  Cough  54 

junctiva    together.      When   the  cornea  is  ST^^P,^-" 

ulcerated,  one  drop  of  laudanum  is  dropped  i)i,[^'),(£|| 


8maU  Pox 4 

Measles  39 

Scarlatina  17 


in  once  or  twice  a  day.    When  the  intole-    Dysentery  

ranee  of  light  is  very  great,  and  does  not    Cholera   

yield  to  a  stunuuting  and  revulsive  treat-  K^"";;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;;;;    i 

ment  continued  for  several  days.  Dr.  Stober  Typhiia  **.'..*..'.'.*.'.'.*.*.'.*.'.*.. .'.'.*.*.'.*.!*,!r.!!!!!    S7 

haa   recourse  to  belladorma  fomentations.     Erysipelas S 

He  haa  seen  no  benefit  from  the  spplication    fWro  hobia 0 

of  cicuto  and  the  tincture  of  rhus  toxico-  nrUasL  of  tVe  Bii'nVNenres,'and  fi^^^^         139 

dendron.       [Nor    the    German    translator  Diseates  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

neither.!  Respiration   

Pa/m^*  «^  tk»  m^^u^mm  mmtnmm  iix  hm  tnnrm  Wicases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood^vessels .... 

Polyjnu  qf  fh*  rectum  seons  to  be  more  Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Uver,  and  other 

frequent  m  children  than  adults.  Organs  of  Digestion    

Abeeeeeee  rf  the  hairy  ecalp  always  arise    2!^??J2**'  ^^  Kidneys,  Ac 

in  consequence  of  eruptions  on  the  head,    Snunenia. .'.'.* !!!!!!!!!!!! 

sodi  as  impetigo ;  raretyfhim  fineamticoM,  Ovarian  Ditipsy".'.''.. *....'....'..... .!..!!!! 

ne:vtx  from  tinea  favoea.  Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 

— . Rheumatism 
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tiee.    By  Alex.  Wataon,  M.D.  F.R.C.S.E. 

tnarts  1  and  2,  Dropsy,    Cancer,  and  other   Diseases   of 

The  Spleen  a  Permanent  Placenta:  the       Uncertain  Seat 99 

Placenta  a  Temporary  Spleen.    By  John    9!^A^^^^i^}^^^';i VV ** 

Jackson,  Memb<?^of  the  Royal  College  of  ^ni*^^  !^!*^^.^!!*!^."^!'^.^"^^^       17 

Snrgeons,  London.  Causes  not  specified  S 

The  TVue  Law  of  Population  ahewn  tobe  __ ..    ^.^  ..  _                                     —^ 

connected  witb   the  Piod  of  the  People.    D«>ths  from  all  Causes W 
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L  E  CT  U  R  E  S  blood — as  faintncss,  sickness,  or  yomiting, 

ON  THB  coldness  of    the  extreniitie!),   rapid  feeble 

Tnvonv    AKn    PPAr-Tiri?    np  P"^^'   hunied  breathing;    when  there  is 

THEORY    AND    FRACTILE    OF  ^^j^  ^^  ^^  discharge  from  the  vagina   to 

MIDWIFERY,  excite  alarm,  or  to  point  out  the  soun^  of 

Delhertdiu  the  Theatre  of  SLGeorge*s  danger,  when  it  is  extreme.     It  is  from 

Hetpital,  ^^^  general  symptoms  of  exhaustion,  and  by 

By  ROBBBT  Lbb,  M.D.  F.R.S.  the  disagreeable  sense  of  uneasiness,  weight 

___  or  distension  of  the  nteruH  experienced,  and 

Lkctitilk  XXXIV  ^^^  '^*^°'"  ^^^  quantity  of  blood  which  appears 

*  externally  in  these  cases,  that  we  are  led  to 

Om    lahmre    complicated     with     ulenne  discover  the  true  state  of  the  patient— to 

hemorrhage,  occa^oned  by  dttachment  suspect  that  internal  hiemorrhage  is  going  on. 

qfiheplacenta/romthewperiorpartof  j^^^  j^^^h  more  frequently  only  a  small 

the  uierue.  ])ortion  of  the  ])Iaceuta  is  at  first  detached, 

Flooding   may   take    place   in   the   latter  and  tlie  gn>ater  part  of  the  blood  which  is 

nonths  of  pregnancy,  and  during   labour,  extravasated    between    it   and    the    uterus 


Ae  placenta  docs  not  adhere  to  the  separates  the  membranes,  and  descends  by  its 
neck  of  the  uterus,  but  to  the  body  or  the  weiglit  to  the  orifice,  and  escapes  through  the 
fBodns,  and  ia  detached  by  some  external  or  vagina.  In  all  cases,  however,  of  uterine 
interna] catise.  The  separation  of  the  placi^nta  hiemorrhage  in  the  latter  mouths,  the  danger 
from  tbe  upper  jiart  of  the  uterus  may  be  cannot  be  so  accurately  estimated  by  the 
prodooed  by  violence,  as  blows,  falls,  pres-  quantity  of  blood  which  appears  externally, 
mre  over  the  hypogastrium,  and  shocks  of  as  by  the  general  symptoms.  The  portion  of 
variooi  kinds ;  but  it  arises  much  more  fro-  placenta  which  is  detached  never  reunites  t(» 
quently  f rom  internal  causes,  of  which,  mor-  the  uterus,  but  when  expelled  it  is  usually 
bid  itetei  of  the  placenta,  and  twisting  of  seen  covered  with  a  dark  coagulum  adher- 
the  nmMIical  cord  once  or  oftener  around  ing  to  the  uterine  suiTacc. 
the  neck  of  tiie  child,  are  the  most  common  When  the  blood  .,.;^apes  in  small  quantify, 
md  obvioos.  This  variety  of  heemorrhage,  and  thero  are  no  lubiHir  pains  present,  an<l 
Iboagh  nsnally  termed  accidental,  can  rarely,  no  di>posilion  in  the  os  uteri  to  dilate,  and 
koverer,  be  referred  to  accident.  Some-  the  constitutional  powers  arc  not  impainxl, 
timea  the  flooding  occurs  to  a  great  extent  an  attempt  shtmld  be  made  to  prevent  a 
vithont  any  assignable  cause;  a  large  portion  return  of  thi*  dir-charge,  and  the  occurrence 
orUiewboicoftbeplacenta,when  in  a  healthy  of  labour  pains.  For  this  l)urpoSl^  if  the 
ooodition,  being  suddenly  detai^hed  from  the  pulse  is  full  and  frequent,  some  blood  may 
Items,  when  the  patient  has  been  exposed  to  be  biken  from  the  arm,  and  the  patient 
BO  external  accident,  or  injur}'  of  any  kind,  should  be  kept  in  the  horizontal  position 
■id  when  no  symptoms  of  increased  deter-  surrounded  by  cool  air,  cold  applications 
Bunation  of  blood  to  the  uterus  have  pre-  made  over  the  hypogastrium,  and  acetate  of 
eeded  the  attack.  When  this  happens  a  lead  and  opium,  mineral  acrids,  and  other 
bagequautity  of  blood  is  poured  out  between  remedies  that  diminish  the  force  of  the  cir- 
tte  placenta  and  uterus,  a  small  portion  of  culation  and  ]iromote  the  coagubition  of  the 
whidi  only  at  the  time  usually  escapes  from  blood,  should  be  taken  internally.  The  plug 
tiie  Tagina,  to  indicate  what  is  going  on  with-  is  here  totally  inadmissible ;  it  can  only  con- 
in  tbe  uterus.  There  may  be  a  great  internal  vert  an  external  into  an  intenial  hsemor- 
luBmorrliage,  accompanied  witli  the  ordinary  rhage.  But  where  the  flooding  qccnlX^  ^V.  ^\«X. 
€OBgtftQtioaaI  effects  resulting  from  loes  of  profusely,  amWs  rcncNijcA  cnc^  \yv«^  tcvcAr.- 
SIA—XXXIL  <}^^ 
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rate  degree,  in  ajjite  of  our  effort*  to  check 
it,  the  continuance  of  pregnan.-y  lo  tlii-  full 
perioil  cannot  be  expected  ;  it  will  be  af  no 
■vail  to  bleed  and  administer  iulenial  re. 
medies,  except  for  the  pnrpoie  of  checking 
the  iliecliargf ,  nml  thue  averting  the  imme- 
diate danger  until  the  ntenia  i<  emptied  of 
its  content!. 

The  operation  of  tnraing,  wbicU  it  re. 
quired  in  all  caus  of  coinjjlete  plucimtal 
pmentatioD,  i*  very  rarely  accessary  in 
■terine  hnmOirhRgc  where  the  membrones 
*re  felt  it  the  orifiae.      I  n  ■  great  proportion 

tei>di.>^-  ntr,.hB  Ibe  iitvk  of  tlie  ulerus,  ihc 
tloodiag  will  he  arrested,  and  (he  labour 
••felj  completed,  if  the  mpnibranes  are  rup- 
tured, the  liquor  ■muii  disi^hargal,  and  eon- 
traetioni  of  ths  otenu  excited  by  gentie 
dilatation  of  the  orifice,  and  other  appro- 
printe  meana.  The  only  caacB  in  which  this 
tri-ntincnt  fails  ate  those  in  which  it  lias  not 
iK'cn  had  recourse  to  suSiciently  early,  or 
wliere  the  whole  or  b  l.irfrc  portion  of  the 
plai^cnts  haa  been  suildci^ly  separated  from 
the  ntcru,  and  a  great  internal  hiemorrhage 
has  taken  place.  The  nlerua  will  nut  con- 
tract effeiAaall;  in  these  cases  after  the 
membrane*  haire  been  raptarcd  the  pains, 
ioBtcaJ  of  becoming  stronger,  become  more 
and  more  feeble,  retatn  at  lunxcr  Intervals, 
ond  during  these  the  blood  fiOHBtnore  iiru- 
fuspty,  and  death  would  take  place  before 
delivery,  if  the  child  were  not  extracted  bj 
the  forcena,  crochet,  or  by  the  operation  of 
turning.  Ih  all  csaea.lbi'n,  of  uterine  hie  mo  rr- 
TioKc  in  the  bllcr  months  of  pregnnney,  and 
in  the  firat  stage  of  labour  vbere  tfao 
pUceatn  does  not  present,  and  the  ijuantily 
of  hlsod  dischnrged  is  so  great  aa  to  render 
delivery  necessary,  where  it  appears  im- 
probable that  tbepregnancyein  goon  longer 
with  safety,  or  to  the  End  of  the  ninth  month, 
rupture  the  membrane  with  the  nail  of  the 
fore-finger  of  the  right  band,  evacuate  the 
liquor  ROinii  by  holding  up  tt,e  head  of  the 
diild.  dilate  very  C'-n'ly  the  oa  uteri  with  the 
fore  nnd  midil!^  Iiiii;!ra  expanded,  and  oc- 
rattionally  make  pressure  with  the  fingers 
around  the  whole  orifice  ;  apply  the  binder, 
give  ergot  and  stimulants,  and  the  ul«nu 
will,  in  all  probability,  contract  upon  i(s 
contents,  and  oipel  tiiem  without  further 
trouble.  If  the  btemorrhage  should,  bnw- 
Mer,  eontiane  after  employment  of  these 
means,  delivery  moat  be  accomplished  by 
the  forceps,  craiuotomy,  or  by  turning,  ac- 
cording to  the  peculiarities  of  the  case.     In 

after  the  1  v]<<i1  .' f.  M  ili  .1  '' or  placenta, 
rupture  (!.■  .■  .  commence- 
ment of  labour, oi  uleri  is 

much  dilated,  if         ,  '■   ■    '  <  .  u  is  natural, 

tmd  jou  wHl  o/ten  succeed  in  entirelj  prc< 

roifuy  hmmorrbtge. 
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ON  UTERINE  HiEMORRHAGE  FROM  DETACHED  PL\CENTA.        551 

In   the  preceding  table   of  37  cases  of  in   the   treatment   of   cases   in   wliicli    the 

uterine  hemorrhage  in  the  latter  months  of  placenta  did  not  present,  and  to  adopt  that 

pregnancj,    occasioned   by    detachment   of  method  of  trratment  \F)iich  was  at  a  later 

the   placenta  from  the  upper  part  of  the  ])eriod  so  strongly  recominended  by  Puzos, 

ateroa,  four  of  the  women  died  soon  after  and  considered  by  himself,  and  almo.st   all 

from  loss  of  blood,  and  one  in  several  days  later     authors,     as     his    own     dii»covery. 

from  inflammation  of  the  uterus.   Twenty  of  From  a  case  of  accidental  uterine  hieniorr- 

these  occurred  in  the  ninth  month  of  pveg-  hage  which  occurred  in  1G85,  and  another  in 

nancy,  or  at  the  commencement  of  labour  ;  July  1G86,  where  Mauriccau  had  recourse  to 

14  in  the  eighth  ;  2  in  the  seventh  ;  and  I  the  operation  of  turning,  it  is  probable  he  was 

in  the  sixth  month.  Edmund  Johnson,  Esq.  not  convinced  of  its  ]>€rfcct  safety  before  the 

also  eonalructed  this  table,  which  presents  month  of  August  1GS6.     His  case  450  then 

an  outline  of  the  cases  in  a  small  space.  occurred,  and  the  pains  bein^  feeble,  and  the 

It  is  to  Mauriceau  that  all  the  honour  hemorrhage  great,  he  r\iptured  the  mem- 

unist  be  awarded,  and  not  to  Puzos,  or  any  branes,  by  which  means  the  infant  he  says  eould 

inbseqnent  writer,  of  having  firtst  pointed  advance  into  the  pas»ige  frf7Aot//;j7/.v/fm// Mtf 

oat  the  efficacy  of  rupturing  the  membranes,  membranes  before  it,  and  further  detach- 

where  the  placenta  docs  not  ))rescnt.     He  ing  the  placenta ^  as  it  had  previouttly  done, 

was   undoubtedly  the   first  wlio   fully    es-  and    increasing     the    hemorrhage,      Tlic 

tabliahod  the  important  practical  distinction  liquor  amnii  having  escaped  after  the  rup- 

between  the  cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage  in  ture  of  the  membranes,  the  labour  pains, 

whifdi  the  placenta  is  attached  to  the  neck  of  which  before  had  been  feehlc  and  inefficient, 

the  uteroB,  and  those  in  which  it  has  ad-  speedily  became    strong,   and    the   patient 

hered  to   the   fundus  or  body;  and    been  was  happily  delivered  of  a  living  child  in  half 

■eparated    by    some   external    or    internal  an  hour,  and  the  mother  recovered  favour- 

caoae.    Guillemeau,  as  you  already  know,  re-  ably.     Case  429  occurred  in  1687,  and  in 

eommended  immediate  delivery  by  turning  this  also  he  ruptured  the  membranes,  which, 

fai  cases  of  placental  presentation,  and  in  he  observes,  should  be  done  in  all   similar 

thoM  cases  of  uti-rine  hs^morrha^^e  in  which  cases.     Cases  480  and  49C  occurred  also  in 

the  placenta  did  not  present,  but  had  been  1CS7,  and  the  mcmbmnes  were  ruptured  in 

detached  by  some  accidental  cause  from  the  both,  and  the  labour  left  to  nature.     Tlie 

upper  part  of  the  uterus,  he  had  likewise  reason  of  this  practice  is  again  clearly  stated 

iceoune  to  artificial  delivery,  and  for  the  in  the  history  of  the  last  of  these  cases.  Case 

knowledge  of  this  practice  he  states  that  he  No.  542  took  place  in  1G88.     The  patient 

mm  indri>ted  to  Ambrose  Pare.     The  Fame  was  in  the  7th  mouth  of  prescnancy,  und  the 

plan  of  treatment  was  therefore  employed  by  feet  presented,  and  he  ruptured  the  utrni- 

um  in  all  the  varieties  of  uterine  hiemorr-  branes  and  extracted  the  child  by  the  feet. 

hflge  in  the  latter  months,  and  in  the  work  In  case  585,  which  occurred  in   1090,  he 

of  Portal  there  is  no  proof,  as  far  as  I  can  also  ruptured  the  membranes  as  soon  as  they 

Aworer,  that  he  made  any  difference  in  the  became  tense,  and  again  states  the  ground 

tretttment  of  cases  of  unavoidable  and  aeci-  upon  which  he  did  this.     In  ease  No.  G24, 

dental  uterine  hemorrhage.     Mauriceau  has  which  happened  in  1G91,  the  hemorrhage 

recorded  the  history  of  37  cn.ses  of  uterine  took  place  in  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy, 

luBmuiihage,  in  which  the  placenta  did  not  and  here  he  also  ruptured  the  membranes 

pment,  but  had  adhered  to  the  upper  with  the  happiest  etfect.  Case  No.  03. 'i  also 
part  of  the  uterus,  and  been  accidentally  occurred  in  1G91.  The  patient  was  in  the 
detached.  Twenty-one  of  these  case^  oc-  s?\'enth  month,  and  there  was  both  external 
cnrred  before  the  year  1082,  and  in  almost  and  internal  uterine  hamionliaifc.  He  stntea 
•n  of  them  he  delivered  artitieially,  by  that  the  membranes  were  rujilured  with  the 
poawng  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  rupturing  happiest  result.  The  same  jiraetiee  wns 
the  . membranes,  and  turning  the  child,  adopted,  and  with  a  similar  efl*ect,  in  case 
Tlw  treatment  he  employed,  therefore,  in     G33. 

time  cases,  was  precisely  the  same  as  that  Mauriceau's  52d  a])horism  proves  that  he 
which  he  had  employed  in  the  seventeen  cases  was  likewise  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of 
of  placental  presentation  alluded  to  in  the  rupturing  the  membranes  in  the  first  stage 
last  lecture,  and  differed  in  no  respect  from  of  labour,  when  hemorrhage  orcurn  il. 
that  recommended  by  Pare  and  Guillemeau.  In  the  second  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of 
But  in  the  year  1G82,  his  case  307  occurred,  the  Royal  Academy  of  SurjU'cry  (1 74  :i),  Puzos 
mdin  the  treatment  of  this  he  deviated  from  recommeuded  puncturing  the  membranes,  as 
Us  former  practice,  and  instead  of  delivering  Mauriceau  had  done,  gently  dilating  the  os 
immediately  by  turning  the  child,  he  rup-  uteri  with  the  fingers  to  excite  contractions, 
tared  the  membranes,  and  left  the  labour  to  and  leaving  the  expulsion  of  the  child  to 
iMturewith  the  happiest  result.  Mauriceau  nature.  This,  he  says,  is  a  safe  and  middle 
l^vet  no  account  of  the  circumstances  which  course,  between  natural  labour  aud  a$l\&!dA 
mdwced  bim  to  make  this  important  change     delivery  by  lutiAu^,  >(VA!c\k  \v&  Vw<;::«  ^«& 
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alv^ys  accompanied  with  danger,  and  often  internum,  the  membranes  ought  to  be  broke, 

followed  by  fatal  consequences.      Giffard,  so  that  some  of  the  waters   may  be  dis* 

Chapman,  Roederer,  and  Levret,  appear  to  charged,  and  the  uterus  may  contract  and 

have  placed  little  or  no  reliance  on  the  prac«  squeeze  down  the  foetus.     This  may  be  done 

tice  of  rupturing  the  membranes  in  cases  of  sooner  in  those  women  who  haye  had  chil- 

accidental    uterine    hiemorrhage.      Smellie  dren  formerly,   than  in  such  as  have  not 

was,  however,  fully  aware  of  its  importance,  been  in  labour  before.     If,  notwithstanding 

and  likewise  knew  that  the  practice  did  not  this  expedient,  the  flooding  still  continues, 

invariably  succeed.  and  the  child  is  not  like  to  be  soon  delivered, 

**  On  the  first  appearance  of  flooding,  the  it  must  be  turned  immediately;  or,  if  ^ 

patient  ought  immediately  to  be  ^blooded  to  head  is  in  the  pelvis,   delivered  with  the 

the  amount  of  eight  or  twelve  ounces,  and  forceps ;  but  if  neither  of  these  two  methods 

venesection  repeated  occasionally,  according  will  succeed,  on  account  of  the  narrowness 

to  the  strength  of  the  constitution  and  emer-  of  the  pelvis  or  the  bigness  of  the  head,  this 

gency  of  the  case.     She  ought  to  be  confined  last  must  be'  opened,  and  delivered  with  the 

to  her  bed,  and  be  rather  cool  than  warm  :  crotchet.     In  all  these  cases  let  the  parts  be 

if  costive,  an  emollient  clyster  must  be  in-  dilated  slowly  and  by  intervals,  in  order  to 

jected,    in  order  to  dissolve  the  hardened  prevent  laceration*' ' 

feeces,  that  they  may  be  expelled  easily  with-  The  following  is  the  account  of  the  prac- 
out  straining  ;  internally,  emulsion  with  tice  recommended  by  Dr.  Rigby  of  Norwidh, 
nitre  must  be  used,  and  mixtures  of  the  in  cases  of  accidental  uterine  hsmorrhage. 
tinct.  rosar.  rub.,  acidulated  with  spirit  of  **  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  be  clear  from  a  care- 
vitriol,  as  the  cooling  or  restringent  method  ful  examination  of  the  uterus,  made  in  the 
shall  seem  to  be  indicated;  but  above  all  way  above  mentioned,  that  the  placenta  is 
things  opiates  must  be  administered  to  pro-  not  at  the  mouth  of  it,  and  that  the  coming 
cure  rest,  and  quiet  the  uneasy  apprehen-  on,  or  increase  of  labour,  will  not  of  neces- 
sions  of  the  mind.  For  her  diet  let  her  use  sity  increase  the  discharge,  provided  it  be 
panada,  weak  broth,  and  rice  gruel ;  she  not  very  profuse  (for  let  it  be  remembered 
may  drink  water  in  which  a  red  hot  iron  has  that  I  am  supposing  the  examination  to  be 
been  several  times  quenched,  mixed  with  a  made  early,  and  before  any  very  considera- 
small  proportion  of  red  burnt  wine.  She  ble  quantity  of  blood  has  been  lost),  it  cer- 
must  abstain  from  all  the  high-seasoned  tainly  will  be  proper  to  wait  for  the  natural 
foods,  and  even  flesh  meats  or  strong  broths,  pains,  and  in  the  meantime  to  use  such 
that  will  enrich  the  blood  too  fast  and  methods  as  are  likely  to  restrain  the  flood- 
quicken  the  circulation.  But  if,  notwith-  ing,  which  are,  admitting  a  free  circulation 
standing  this  regimen,  the  flooding  still  of  cool  air  into  the  room,  keeping  the  pa- 
continue  and  increase,  so  that  the  patient  tient  in  a  horizontal  posture,  giving  her  ano- 
become  faint  and  low  with  loss  of  blood,  we  dyne,  tinct.  rosar.  &c.,  and  supplying  her 
must  without  further  delay  attempt  to  deli-  frequently  with  such  cool  and  simple  nutri- 
ver  her,  as  in  book  iii.  chap.  ix.  sect.  3,  tious  drinks  as  will  support  her,  vrithont 
though  this  is  seldom  practicable,  except  in  quickening  the  circulation.  From  pursuing 
the  last  months  of  pregnancy ;  and  this  will  this  method  it  will  often  happen  that  the 
be  the  easier  performed  the  nearer  she  is  to  discharge  goes  off  entirely ;  and  if  the  wo- 
hcr  full  time,  unless  labour  pains  shall  have  man  be  not  arrived  at  her  full  term,  and  she 
assisted  or  begun  a  dilatation  of  the  os  in-  be  kept  very  still  and  calm,  that  it  does  not 
temum.  It  is  happy  for  the  woman  in  this  return  before  labour  comes  on  ;  but  if  it 
case,  when  she  is  so  near  the  full  time,  that  should  continue,  or  return  frequently,  it  wiU 
she  may  be  sustained  till  labour  is  brought  be  right,  if  possible,  to  bring  Uie  uterus  into 
on  ;  and  this  may  be  promoted,  if  the  head  a  state  of  contraction,  by  exciting  somepam, 
presents,  by  gently  stretching  the  mouth  of  which  may  often  be  done  by  gently  irritat- 
the  womb,  which  being  sufficiently  opened,  ing  the  os  uteri  with  the  finger ;  if  this.8nc- 
the  membranes  must  be  broke,  so  that  the  oeed,  and  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  be  thereby 
waters  being  evacuated,  the  utenu  contracts,  so  far  dilated  that  the  distended  membranes 
the  flooding  is  restrained,  and  the  patient  may  be  felt,  they  must  immediately  be 
safely  delivered.  At  any  rate,  if  the  he-  pierced  by  passing  a  probe  along  the  finger, 
morrhage  return  again  with  great  violence,  as  upon  the  discharge  of  water  thua  pro- 
there  is  no  other  remedy  than  that  of  de-  duoed  the  womb  necessarily  contracts  to  a 
livering  with  all  expedition,  according  to  the  certain  degree,    and    the  flooding  propor- 

mAthrwl  (lA<B/^rihA<l   in  Kn/^V  iii      niton     iwT  **   Mrd%  fi/^noKlv    sKaf Aa  .     fhia     is     4V>«    *-\^t^    w.^.^    m>.^m4- 


every  now  and  then  stretching  with  your  effect  upon  it,  and  push  it  down.     But  if, 

finger  the  os  internum,  you  bring  on  labour,  notwithstanding    the    mode    of    treatment 

bj  which  either  the  membranes  or  head  of  above  recommended,   the  discharge  should 

tbe  child  is  pushed  down,  and  opens  the  os  not   lessen,   if  the  evacu&tini^  the  waters 
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dunild  not  abate  it,  and  if,  moreoyer,  labour  children  were  turned,  and  in  one  the  feet 

paim  sufficient  for  expelling  the  child  should  presented  ;  one  only  of  the  children  was  bom 

not  suooeedy  and  the  flooding  shonld  still  alive  ;  four  were  putrid.  Two  of  the  thirteen 

increasoy  so  aa  to  endanger  the  life  of  the  women  died;  one  where  the  child  was  turned, 

patient,  I  shonld  imagine  it  hardly  neccs-  and  one  where  the  head  was  lessened.     "  In 

aarj  to  say,  that  even  in  this  case,  as  well  my  own  practice/'  observes  Dr.  Merriman, 

aa  when  the  placenta  is  fixed  to  the  os  uteri,  **  upwards  of  30   cases  have  occurred  of 

the    only  certain   method    of   stopping  it  accidental  haemorrhage  during  parturition, 

should  be  used,  namely,  the  delivery  of  the  in  which   I   have  adopted   the  method  of 

diild  by  turning ;  for  though  I  have  never  rupturing  the  membranes  as  a  means  of 

yet  met  with  a  case  that,  under  such  cir-  lessening  or  8upi)rc6siDg  the  flooding,  and 

camstanoes,  has  required  it,  and  believe  such  as  yet  have  had  no   reason  to  be  dissa- 

very  rarely  happens,   yet  I  would  not  be  tisfied  with   tlie    plan,   for   in   every    in- 

iiipposed  to  say  such  a  one  cannot  occur,  as  stance  the  discharge  has  entirely  ceased,  or 

the  separation  of  the  placenta  may,  for  in-  has  been  so  much  diminished  as  to  secure 

ftanoe,  be  produced  by  snch  violence  done  the  safety  of  the  patient ;  and  yet  there  were 

to  the  abdomen,  and  the  haemorrhage  may  some  among  these  patients  whose  coses,  from 

be  so  profuse,  that  nothing  but  a  speedy  de-  the  profuse  baeraorrliagc,  were  abundantly 

livery  by  art  will  put  a  stop  to  it ;  I  only  alarming.     Dr.  Merriman  has  informed  me 

mean,  that  when  we  are  called  in  early  to  that  since  the  publication  of  this  statement 

flooding  cases,   if  we  judge  only  by   the  he  has  witnessed  throe  cases  in  which  the 

quantity  of  blood  that  has  been  lost,  which  hiemorrhage  was  not  arrested  by  rupturing 

may  be  small,  and  the  present  strength  of  the   membranes."       Dr.   Hamilton    states 

the  woman,  which  may  be  considerable,  we  that  during  the  lost  thirty  years  he  has  met 

nost  frequently  be  deceived  in  our  judg-  with  only  two  cases  where  he  has  adopted 

ment  of  the  cases,  and  be  in  danger  of  using  this  practice,  and  on  both  of  these  occasions 

a  wrong  method  of  treatment,  but  that  the  he  has  resorted  to  it  with  great  reluctance. 

knowledge  of    the    causes   which    produce  Exce))t  in  cases  where  the  ou  uteri  is  rigid, 

tiiem  will,  in  the  one  case,  for  the  most  part  and  where  the  operation  of  turning  is  op- 

joatify  our  waiting,  and,  in  the  other,  will  ])Osed  by  the  patient  or  attendants,  he  says 

invariably  prove  the  propriety  of  turning  the  the  practice  must  be  the  same  as  in  hienior- 

diild."  rhage  from  the  attachment  of  the  placenta 

Of  the  100  cases  of  uterine  haemorrhage  over  the  os  uteri ;  that  is,  whenever  danger 

related  by  Dr.  Rigby,  of  Norwich,  he  states  threatens,  the  o])eration  uf  turnini;  must  be 

that  G4  were  owing  to  a  separation  of  the  pla-  had    recourse    to.        *' The    proposal    of 

oentafrom  some  accidental  cause.    Of  these,  M.  Puzos,'^  observes  Professor  Burns,  "  is 

he  says,  "  it  appears  that  though  many  were  very  limited  in  its  utility.     Its  simplicity 

fery  alarming  cases,  as  the  patients  lost  large  gave  me  at  first  a  strong  partiality  in  its 

quantities  of  blood,  and  were  extremely  faint,  favour ;  but  I  soon  found  cause  to  alter  my 

moi  one  proved  fatalf  not  one  hut  tenninatcd  ojiinion.       I    consider   that    we   arc    only 

atifely,  by  waiting  for  the  efforts  of  nature  warranted  in  trusting  to  it  in  those  slighter 

io  txpeiihe  contents  of  the  vomlf/*     Dr.  coses  which  would  almost  do  well  without  it. 

John  Ramsbotham  relates  10  cases  of  acci-  I  must  not,  however,  conceal,  that  many 

dental  uterine  haemorrhage,  seven  of  which  eminent  men  are  still  favourable  to  the  plan, 

proved  Altai.  Ten  cases  of  occidental  ha^mor-  yet,  so  for  as  may  be  judged  of  by  cases  re- 

rliage,  says  Dr.  Collins,  **  occurred  in  the  corded  by  these  high  authorities,  a  larger 

Doblin    Lying-in     Hospital     during    Dr.  proportion  of  women  die  in  this  species  of 

Clarke's  residence.  Four  had  delivery  forced,  haemorrhage  than  in  that  where  the  placenta 

of  whom  one  died.     One  had  a  defective  is  attached  to  the  cervix  uteri." 
pelria ;  the  head  was  perforated,  the  mother         If  you  compare  the  two  preceding  tables, 

died.     One  had  a  cross  presentation ;  the  you  will  see  how  much  greater  the  danger 

feetns  was  turned  and  the  mother  died.  Two  is,  both  immediate  and  remote,  when  the 

had   the  membranes  ruptured  at  an  early  placenta  presents,  and  when  it  does   not. 

•tage  of  the  labour ;  both  recovered.     Two  I  cannot  avoid  expressing  my  entire  dissent 

were  left  entirely  to  the  efforts  of  nature ;  from  the  doctrines  inculcated  in  the  fol- 

ooe  died.     Hence  it  is  evident.  Dr.  Clarke  lowing    passage    by   Dr.   Bums,   and    re- 

obaervea,  that  of  the  ten  cases,  four  proved  peating  what  bus  already  been  stated,  that  in 

iktal  under  very  different  modes  of  treat-  all  cases  of  uterine  haemorrhage  in  the  latter 

ment,  which  result  is  entirely  at  variance  months  of  pregnancy,   and  first  stage    of 

with  Mr.   Rigby's  experience.''     Tliirteen  labour,  where  tlie  discharge  is  great,  that 

cases  of  accidental  uterine  hemorrhage  oc-  the  ])lug  is  inadmissible,  and  that  the  best 

enned  in  the  same  hospital,  during  the  re-  practice  is,  even  if  the  os  uteri  is  rigid  and 

lidgnc^  of  Dr.  Collins  as  master  ;   in  four  undilated,  and  there  are  no  lalionr  pains,  to 

of  which  the  membranes  were  successfully  rupture  the  membranes,  evacuate  the  liquor 

rnptnred;  three  were  delivered  by  the  aatunX  amuii,  and  excite  tW^  coYiV.v«Jc^iQVA  q\.  ^^ 

ethrtg;  three  by  the  crotchet;  two  of  the  uterus,  OT  ^rait  IWV  \\i!kt^  GOvt\jE^<!^<:A  %>^\^« 
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taneously.   In  no  case  should  sd  attempt  be  of    comparative    anatomy.       To    the 

made  to  dilate  the  os  uteri  with  the  fingers  human  pelvis  chiefly  has  my  attention 

before  the  membranes  are  ruptured.  been  directed,  without  altogether  ne- 

"The  old  practitioners."  observes  Pro-  glecting  that  of  other  mammals,  and  to 

fessor  Bums,  "  not  aware  of  the  value  of  the  ft  the  following  remarks  wiU  chiefly, 

plug,  endeavoured  to  empty  the  uterus  early ;  ^j^t  not  exclusively ,  apply, 
but  it  was  miiformly  a  remark,  that  tiiose        ^he   observations   T  have    already 

womendiedwho  had  theosutenfirm andhard.  published  on  the  form  of  the  pelvis  as 

It  was  the  fatal  consequence  of  this  practi«5  j^^edisposing  to  hernia  in  cert^n  per- 

bemg  sometimes  prematurely  and  rashly  re-  f         ^     .  f  -  „„«„««*^  ;«  il« 

sorted  to  that  sug^ted  to  M.  Puzos  the  pro-  ^ons ;  on  its  want  of  symmetry  m  con- 

prietyofpunctiSngthemembranes.andthus  ^ef^^on  with  the  same  subject,  and  as 

endeavouring  to  excite  labour.     His  reason-  determimng  the  hernia  on  one  or  other 

ing  was  ingenious ;  his  proposal  was,  in  one  Side  :   these  observations   I   need   not 

respect,  an  improvement  on  the  practice  here  allude  to,  further  than  referring 

which  then  prevailed.    The   ease    of   the  the  reader  to  the  Edinburgh  Medi«i| 

operation,  and  its  occasional  success,  recom-  and  Surgical  Journal,  in  which  he  will 

mended  it  to  our  notice :    but  experience  And  them :  the  memoir  bears  the  title 

has  now  determined  that  it  cannot  be  relied  of  "  Observations  on  the  Statistics  of 

on,  and  that  it  may  be  dispensed  with.     If  Hernia."  The  memoir  was  criticised  by 

we  use  it  early,  and  on  the  first  attack,  M.  Malgaigne  in  a  memor  published  by 

before  any  tendency  to  labour  exist,  we  do  him  in  the  Annales  d* Hygiene  :  I  pre- 

not   know  when  the  contraction  may  be  gu^e  he  meant  to  be  fair  enough,  and 

estabhshed;  for  even  m  a  healthy  uterus,  therefore  I  do  not  intend  replying  to 

when  we  use  it  on  account  of  a  deformed  ^^^  ^^^^j^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  by  refer?ing 

pelvis,  it  is  sometimes  several  days  before  4.1,^^^  ,„i,^  „«^««o*««^  ♦!,«  i„««„..«^  zz, 

uTbou;  be  produced.    We  cannot  say  what  those  who  understand  the  language    n 

may  take  place  in  the  interval.    The  uterus  which  my  observations  were  written,  to 

bei^g  slacker,  the  hainorrhage  is  more  apt  1^®    observations    themselves,    where 

to  return,  and  we  may  be  obliged,  after  all,  they  will  readiljr  enough  discover,  Ist. 

to  have  recourse  to  other  means,  particularly  that  M.  Malgaigne  has  mistaken  my 

to  the  plug.    Now  we  know  that  the  plug  meaning  in   all   the  essential  points ; 

can,  without    any  other  operation,  safely  2d,  that  he  has  given  me  no  credit  for 

restrain  hsemorrhage  until  the  os  uteri  be  in  exposing  first,  I  believe,  the  fallacy  at 

ft  proper  state  for  delivery.    The  proposal  that  time  exceedingly  prevalent,  th\t 

ofM.  Puzos,  then,  is,  I  apprehend,  inad-  hernia  was  a  very  common  disease*; 

missible  before  this  time.     If,  after  this,  3d,  and  (this  I  complain  most  of,  if  it 

there  be  occasion  to  interfere,  it  is  evident  ^-ere  worth  while,)  that  he  has  appro- 

that  we  must  desire  some  interference  which  prfated  to  himself  an  idea  of  mine  witli 

(»n  be  depended  on.  both  with  respect  to  such  dexterity,  as  to  make  it  quite  his 

time  and  degree.    This  method  can  be  relied  ^^.^^    The  iclea  was  a  very  simple  one, 

on  m  neither ;  for  we  know  not  how  lon^  It  ^^^   j  ^^  ^^^  remember  having  met 

!?*Lv'>^.wf^^.XXw^^^^                 with   it    in    medical    works;     it   was 
It  may  DC  aole  to  excite  enective  contraction      .       ixi_'Ai.ij'/x»        4.  e 

after  kny  lapse  of  time.     If  it  fail,  we  render  ""^P^y  this  that  different  races  of  men 

delivery  more    painful,    and    consequently  "^^7,  t^?  liable  in  varying  ratios  to  the 

more  dangerous  to  the  mother,  and  bring  surgical  disease— hernia.     Having  ffot 

the  child  into  hazard."  hold  of  the  idea,  new  to  him  no  doubt, 

and  therefore  **  piquante  et  nouvelle,*'  it 

CONTRIBUTIONS  j^    incredible   how    long    and  loudly 

he  dwells  on  the  chime.  But  to  return. 

TO 

.,-^    ««,..«,^»xvr^,.        Variety  inform  of  the  human  pelvis. 
ANATOMY   AND   PHYSIOLOGTf.        ^^J^^^  ^^^^  p^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^ 

By  Robbrt  Knox,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.  presents  a  greater  variety  in  its  form 

Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  and  Cor,  tjian  the  pelvis ;    admitting,    however, 

respondmg  Member  Of  the  mnch  Academy  of  that  every  part   ot   the  skeleton  does 

Medicine.  present  its  own  deviations  from  the  usual 

[Continned  from  p.  5W.]  q^  n^ore  ordinary  form .  Yet  in  the  pelvis 

these  deviations  are  extremely  frequent. 

The  anatomy  of  the   osseous  pelvis  As  these  varieties  in  form,  however,  are 

and  its  connecting  articulations   has    

naturally  been  very  frequently  brought  ♦  This  fallacy  was  supported  by  Monro,  A. 

under  my  noUce  during  the  last  twenty  gX^rbSil^l'  f^*  ^^^^^"pIUTo 

years,  both  as  a  teacher  ot  iiuman  and  e  <pote  ivic  erroT. 
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not   necessarily   hereditary,    and    are  Varieties  in  the  form  of  the  pelvis,  ami 
checked  by  intermarriage  with  dilFerent  its  component  parts, 

femilies,   they  never  proceed    to   the        The  most  important  in  n  practical 

length  of  establishing  any  permanent  point  of  view  are  the  sexu  il  diflerences ; 

variety,  either  in  regard  to  the  general  but  these  have  been  so  well  described 

form,  or  in  regard  to  a  specific  form  by   ro  many  anatomical  writers  as  to 

of    any    particular    part ;    moreover,  render  my  saving  anything  regarding 

X'nsttheiierpetuatingofsuchvarielies,  them    here    almost    unnecessary.       i 

jrwisethanbytheirsofrcquentreap-  allude  to  the  sexual  differences  when 

pearance,  there  exists  the  great  i)hy8io-  fully  established,  that  is,  in  the  adult : 

logical  law  ofspecies,  or  of  regular  forma-  what  I  have  to  sav  on  these  points  will 

tion,  by  which  ail  the  more  serious  de-  arrange  better  with  some  other  sections. 

formations  are  at  once  cliecked  in  the  Not  un frequently  specimens  arc  met 

non-productiveness  of  the  individual,  with  which  at  first  sight  are  difficult  to 

ThoB,  whatever  the  varieties  in   the  be  decided  on  in  resjK^ct  to  the  sex  ;  but 

form  of  the  human  pelvis  may  be,  of  this  attentive  and  careful  observation  will, 

wc  may  be  assured,  that  as  yet  they  I  believe,  always  enable  the  anatomist 

have  failed    in  establishing  any  per-  to  do  so,  particularly  if  he  applies  the 

manent  deviation  in  form  from    the  foot-rule.      I    have  seen    some    good 

human  specific  form;  the /flwq/'*/;ffcif*  practical    anatomists     puzzled    for     a 

IS  the  antagonistic  force  to  the  "  defor-  moment  when  they  attempted  a  hasty 

matin e  powers  or  laws."  decision. 

Weber's  theory,  that  in  the  various        The  different  parts   of   the    pelvis 

races  of  men  the  yeiiia/c/?ff/uM  presents  follow  their  own  laws  and  formation, 

a  specific  form  bearine^  a  fixed  relation  that  is,  they  are  not  necessarily  made  in 

to  the  form  of  the  head  of  the  child  and  absolute  deiwjndence  on  each  other :  the 

the  future  adult,  is  a  theory  based  on  a  true  pelvis  or  excavation  (cavum)  may 

final  cause,  and  not  on  transcendental  be  ample  for  all  sexual  purposes,  as  in 

anatomy  and  physiology.  It  comes  from  so  many  of  my  country-women,  both 

a  quarter  (Germany)  where  we  should  English  and  Scotch,and  yet  the  haunches 

leastexpectit,  and  involves  another  the-  appear    remarkably    narrow;   this    is 

ory  not  chiming  in  with  it,  viz.  that  there  owing  merely  to  the  fact,  that  the  true 

are  four  or  five  specifically  distinct  races  pelvis  and  the  false  pelvis  not  being 

of  men.  I  shall  leave  Weber  to  answer  necessarily  developed  in  the  direct  ratio 

these  objections,  for  they  are  so:  the  of  e.ich  other,  but  often  the  opposite, 

doctrine  offiual  causes  being  unphiloso-  the  false  pelvis  mav  be  narrow,  wall- 

phical  when  employed  as  a  substitute  sided,   and   its    walls  nearly   upright, 

for  a  philosophical  theory,  and  it  is  not  giving  a  remarkable  want  of  breadth  to 

provedthat  there  are  fouror  five  distinct  the  haunches  ;  whilst  the  true  pelvis  or 

races  of  men  and  of    women  whose  cavum  may  have,  and   generally  has, 

heads  and  pelves  are  specifically  dis-  the  dimensions  required  uy  nature  for 

tinct,  remaining  so  throughout  all  ages,  the  due  performance    of   the    sexual 

The  few  specimens  we  possess  in  those  functions.    The  opposite  form  to  this 

European  museums  I  have  examined  sometimes  takes  place ;  it  gives  a  false 

of  the  female  pelvis  in  the  various  races  appearance  of  breadth  and  capacity  to 

of  men,  do  not  furnish  at    all    any  the  female  haunches,  and  may  lead  the 

positive  grounds  in  support  of  Weber's  accoucheur  into  error. 
theory,  and  the  varieties  specified  by  ,       ,     i        .     •  ?     •    » 

him  will  I  think  be  found  to  occur  in  all  Transcendental  and  other  phuswlogical 
the  races  indiscriminately.  The  crania  lows  as  applicable  to  the  pelvis  and  Us 
of  the  mingled  European  family  have        varieties. 

almost  every  form ;   so  also  has  the        A  portion  of   the  pelvis,  a  single 

shapeof  the  female  (European)  i)el  vis:  bone,   a    section,    a    half,    mesial    or 

the  rounded  pelvis  of   the  Japanese  horizontal,  may  all,  or  any  of  them,  be 

female,  with  all  its  dimensions  nearly  fully  developed,  and  not  the  rest.  Its 
equal,  is  not  peculiar  to  that  race;  nor  pubic  portion,  which  may  be  viewed  as 
do  we  find  in  the  negroes  that  peculiar  the  pelvic  sternum,  may  be  wanting, 
elongated  form  which  this  theory  would  and  this  coincides  with  deeper  malfor- 
lead  us  to  anticipate ;  not  at  least  so  mations,  affecting  the  bladder  and 
frequently,  or  so  exclusively,  as  to  genital  organs ;  but  the  laws  of  whose 
warrant  us  in  ascribing  it  to  that  race  application  I  meau  Vvwe  \o  ^\fti?Jk  xiNsst^ 
»8a  speciGc  form,  parlicu\ax\y  wc,  \¥.\,\\\t  Vjl^  ^S.\«i\Vi  ^v 
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organization  in  the  animal  kingdom,  distinct,  and  admitted  of  no  sort       of 
and  the  coincidences  of  that  law  with  doubt*.     Their  variety  as  to  numL"»  rr 
the  embryonic  or  rather  fuetal  struc-  must  be    rare ;    I  do    not  remem^»ci 
tures  and  forms.    There  will  be  no  having  met  with  an  instance  of  it.    dDi 
occasion  for  my  following  any  sysle-  the  varieties  of  the  first  coccygeal  v  ^Mer 
matic  order  in  describing  the  tacts,  or  tebra  I  need  not  dwell :    they  re:JMe; 
stating  what  they  illustrate.  principally  to  size,  to  its  osseous  un^  ^i 
The  posterior  wall  of  the  pelvis  is  with  the  adjoining  vertebrce,  and  t^  Jie 
formed  oy  a  continuation  of  the  ver-  greater   or   less    development    of      :Mt8 
tebral  column  ;    the   mere   anatomist  pedicle  and  arch.    It  partakes  a  lit  '^k 
describes    the  pelvic    portion  of   the  m  that  "  arrest  of  development"  of  tJMie 
column   as  composed  of  sacrum  and  half  of  the  pelvic  portion  of  the  v<^r- 
coccyx,    not  venturing  to   give   them  tebral  column  connected  with  the  pel'vij 
other  names  to  the  student,  lest,  what  is  oblique  ovata  of  Naegele,  of  which  in- 
most likely,  the  student  should  misun-  markable  deformity,  and  its  explana- 
derstand    him:    all    true    anatomists  tion  on  the  principles  of  transcendental 
know  that  this  section  of  the  column  anatomy  and  physiology,  I  shall  spealc 
comprises  at  least  two  regions,  sacral  presently, 
and  coccygeal  :    that  these  vertebrce,  [To  be  continued.] 

nine    in    number,  which  ought,  per-  __. 

haps,  to    be  differently    classed,    are  q^  jUg 

even    by     the     coarsest    phvsiolofidst 

considered  as  distinct ;  as  divisible,  in  SENSIBILITY     OF    THE     GLOTTIS 

fact, into  vertebrcDoftwo  distinct  classes,  AFTER  THE  PERFORMANCE  OF 

namely,  sacral  and  coccygeal.  But  may  TRACHEOTOMY, 

there  not  be  here  three  classes  of  ver-  ^^^  ^he  description  of  a  new 

tebraj,  of  one  of  which  the  first  coccygeal  instrument. 

bone  may  be  the  representative,  con-  

fined  in  man  to  one,  but  in  most  mam-  To  the  Editor  qfihe  Medical  Gazette. 
mals  extended  to  many  bones  ?  Or  has 

a  class  of  vertebrae  been  struck  out  ^'^' 

altogether  ?  In  the  neck  of  man  and  In  the  course  of  the  discussion  that 
ofmammals  generally  there  would  seem  took  place  at  the  Royal  Medical  and 
to  be  three  distinct  classes  of  vertebrce,  Chirurgical  Society,  on  Tuesday,  the 
of  which,  in  man,  the  first  comprises  ^7th  ult.,  on  the  very  highly  in- 
the  atlas  and  dentata;  the  second  com-  teresting  and  most  instructive  paper 
prises  the  3d,  4th,  5th,  and,  as  I  think,  communicated  by  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie, 
filh  ;  and  the  third  class  in  man  has  in  the  question  was  raised,  as  to  whether 
it  only  one  vertebra,  namely,  the  the  sensibility  of  the  glottis  to  the 
7th,  or  procminens;  whereas,  in  the  presence  ofa  foreign  body  is  diminished 
sloth,  this  same  region  comprises  two  or  hy  an  opening  previously  made  in  the 
three  vertebraj  carrying  ribs,  as  the  trachea.  As  much  discrepancy  of  opinion 
7th  in  man  so  frequently  does.  Now  seemed  to  exist  on  this  question,  which 
it  is  by  no  means  unlikely  that  the  same  involves  a  point  of  considerable  prac- 
may  happen  in  regard  to  the  pelvic  por-  tical  importance  in  the  treatment  of 
tion  of  the  column ;  a  whole  class  of  those  cases  in  which  foreign  bodies 
vertebraD  may  be  left  out,  or  represented  have  gained  admittance  into  the  air- 
by  a  single  one— the  first  coccygeal.  passages,  the  following  observations. 
Of  these  vertebraj  I  shall  consider,  made  with  the  view  of  determining  it, 
first,  the  varieties  in  form  of  the  three  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  your 
inferior,  or  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  coccygeal,  readers. 

These  probably  belong  to  a  class ;  in  It  appeared  to  me  that  the  only  way 

early    life    they    are    perhaps    com-  to  answer  this  question  satisfactorily 

paratively  lar^e,  and  even  may  be  ob-  would  be  to  note,  on  one  of  the  lower 
served  to  deviate  to  one  side  or  other 
from  the 
takes 

sha'De       —  

m    all   my  life,  have  I    observed    the  divided  the  miucle  into  two  eqnal  i«rtt.    I  have 

presence  of  a  distinct  sacro-coccygeiu  ?S*'J2SLr*JL*^i«*^S*^^°**°**'*^*i?""**/ 

£.        .       .    ^    .     ^,          ..            1       ^^     a  »od  regret  the  not  havtns  preMtv«d  it,  m  I 

musc/ej  bat  m  these  it  was  large  and  tindiuoccun«nc«^ei!^«dL\n%.cr(»«kMftx, 
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fttiimals,  the  effect  of  the  irritation  of  carried  on  through  it  instead  of  through 

Uie  glottis  by  the  introduction  of  a  the  glottis ;   the  animal  was  therefore 

'breiga  body  under  the  different  cir-  in  the  condition  of  a  person  on  whom 

cumstances  of  the  trachea  being  entire  tracheotomy  has  been  performed.    The 

Hud  incised.     The  following  experi-  probe  wiis  then  introduced,  as  before, 

ttients  were  accordingly  made.  into  the  larynx  up  to  the  glottis,  when 

Experiment  I, — The  trachea  of  a  dog  the  same  violent  contraction  of  the 

llAving    been   exposed,    a    puncture,  muscles  of  respiration,  and  of  those  of 

^boat  a  line  in  length,  was  made  in  it,  the  upper  part  of  the  neck,  was  excited, 

cibout  midway  between  the  sternum  and  attempts  at  coughing  were  made, 

end  larynx.    The  animal  continued  to  which,  however,  coiild  not  take  place 

Yespire  through  the  glottis,  the  opening  perfectly,  as  the  air  w<is  not  forced 

in  the  trachea  being    so   small  that  through  the  glottis.    There  was  one 

scarcelv  an  appreciable  quantity  of  air  remarkable  dinercnce  between  the  phe- 

escapea  by  it.    A  small  bent  probe  nomena  attending  this  experiment  and 

was  then  introduced  upwards ;  the  pre-  those  of  the  former  one:  to  wit,  that 

sence  of  this  foreign  body  seemed  to  although  the  evidences  of  .laryngeal 

excite  no  irritation  until  it  reached  the  irritation,  and  the  consequent  retlcx 

laiynx,  when,  as  was  to  be  expected,  muscular  actions,  were  equally  great, 

violent  cough,  with  convulsive  action  yet  there  were  none  of  those  symptoms 

of  the  muscles  of  respiration,  and  of  of  asphyxia  observable  in    it  which 

those  of  the  neck,  the  larynx  being  were  so  strongly  marked  in  the  pre- 

forcibly  moved    up    and    down,   was  ceding  one.    The  reason  of  this  differ- 

induced.    The  animal  foamed  at  the  ence  was  obvious :  for  although,  in  both 

mouth,  and  struggled  violently,  having  cases,  the  irritation  of  the  foreign  body 

all  the  appearance  of  one  in  the  earlier  produced  the  same  spasmodic  action 

sta^of  asphyxia,  the  tongue  becoming  about  the  glottis,  yet  this  could  only 

livid,  and  the  eyes  strained.    On  the  give  rise  to  asphyxia  when  there  was 

probe  being  withdrawn,  these  pheno-  no  other  opening  through  which  respi- 

mena  soon  ceased,  but  recurred  when-  ration  could  be  carried  on  ;  the  tracheal 

ever  it  was  re-introduced.      I   found  aperture  acting,  as  Sir  B.  Brodie  ob- 

that  although  coughing  was  induced  serves,  as  a  saU'ty-vnlvc. 

when  the  probe  was  passed  downwards        Experiment  3. — The  trachea  being 

into  the  lungs,  it  was  not  of  so  intense  exposed  as  before,  I   introduced,  and 

a  character  as  when   the  instrument  firmly  tied,  a  wide  pipe  into  the  lower 

was  directed  upwards,  nor  were  the  portion  of  it,  so  tliat  respiration  might 

straggles  so  violent.    On  the  employ-  proceed  uninterruptedly :  I  then  cut  it 

ment  of  moderate  force,  it  was  easy  to  coniplcicly  across,  immediately  above 

Suah  the  probe  through  the  rimaglotti-  the  point  where  the  pipe  was  intro- 
is,  but  when  this  was  done  the  ap-  duced,  about  half  an  inch  from  the 
peaiance  of  distress  was 'so  much  in-  sternum,  so  as  to  separate  tlie  larynx 
creased,  and  the  danger  of  inducing  and  glottis  from  any  direct  connectiim 
asphyxia  so  great,  that  it  was  obliged  with  tlierestof  the  respiratory  ai)paratus. 
to  be  speedily  withdrawn.  On  introducing  a  probe  as  before,  prc- 
This  experiment  was  made  with  the  cisely  the  same  phenomena  ensued  as  in 
view  of  determining  the  natural  sensi-  the  second  experiment ;  the  muscles  of 
Wlity  of  the  larynx  and  glottis  of  a  dog  respiration,  and  of  the  neck,  being 
when  irritated  from  within.  In  order  thrown  into  strong  action,  and  iniper- 
to  introduce  the  probe,  it  was,  of  feet  attempts  at  coughing  being  ex- 
eouTSe,  necessary  to  make  a  puncture  cited,  which  usually  terminated  in  con- 
in  the  trachea, but  this  was  so  small  as  vulsive  expiratory  eflbrts. 
not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  As  these  experiments  have  been  re- 
action of  respiration ;  which  function  peated  on  five  dillerent  dogs,  and  several 
was  carried  on,  as  usual,  through  the  times  on  each  animal,  with,  as  nearlv 
glottis.  as  possible,  the  same  results,  I  think 

Experiment  2. — The  trachea  being  they  may  be  looked  upon  as  accurate. 
exposed,  as  in  the  first  experiment,  an        On   reviewing  the  details  of  these 

incision,  commencing  about  half  an  experiments,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 

inch  above  tlie  sternum,  and  extending  phenomena    presented    by    them   are 

upwards  for  nearly  an  inch,  was  made  divisible  into  two  classes.     In  the  first 

in  it.    The  edges  of  this  were  held  may    be    comprised    those     re  (lee  led 

apart,  so  that  respiration    might  be  movements  which  usually  proceed  from 
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irritation  of  the  larynx  and  glottis —  tion,  and  the  reflex  movements  conse- 
such  as  attempts  at  coughing,  violent  quent  upon  them,  may  in  both  in- 
spasmodic  closure  of  the  glottis,  and  stances  be  the  same,  yet  danger  from 
convulsive  action  of  the  muscles  of  asphyxia  can  necessarily  only  occur  in 
respiration  and  of  the  neck,  which  those  cases  in  which  the  glottis  is  the 
vrere  common  to  all  the  experiments,  sole  aperture  through  which  respira- 
whether  the  trachea  had  been  pre-  tion  can  be  carried  on. 
viously  opened  or  not.  In  the  second  The  point  of  treatment  involved  in 
class  may  be  placed  those  symptoms  the  question  that  has  just  been  dis- 
of  incipient  asphyxia  which  occurred  cussed  is  nothing  less  than  the  obiect 
in  the  nrst  experiment  only,  and  which  with  which  the  opening  in  the  trachea 
cannot  happen  except  in  those  cases  should  be  made— whether  tracheotomy 
in  which,  the  trachea  being  entire,  should  be  performed  in  order  to  facilitate 
spasmodic  closure  of  the  glottis  will  the  passage  of  the  foreign  body  through 
necessarily,  by  arresting  the  respiratory  the  glottis,  by  diminishing  the  sensi- 
changes,  occasion  the  symptoms  and  bility  of  that  part,  or,  whether  it  should 
sensations  of  impending  sunocation.  not  be  had  recourse  to,  in  order  to  allow 
We  are  then,  1  think,  warranted  in  it  a  free  exit  through  the  artificial 
concluding  from  these  observations,  opening.  It  has  been  shown  that  the 
that  the  existence  of  an  opening  in  the  natural  actions  of  the  glottis  are  not 
trachea,  sufficiently  free  to  allow  of  re-  interfered  with  by  the  performance  of 
spiration  being  carried  on  throuc^h  it,  tracheotomy,  and  the  consequent  sus- 
or,  indeed,  complete  division  of  that  pension  of  its  function  by  the  passage 
tube,  does  not  materially,  if  at  all,  of  the  air  in  respiration  through  another 
diminish  the  sensibility  and  contrac-  opening ;  we  cannot  therefore  expect, 
tility  of  the  glottis.  And  this,  it  ap-  as  a  probability,  the  expulsion  of  a 
pears  to  me,  is  nothing  more  than  we  foreign  body  through  the  nma  glottidis, 
should  d  priori  have  expected,  for  although  the  case  that  has  lately  oc- 
it  would  nave  been  a  solitary  in-  cuiTed  to  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  has 
stance  in  physiolo^*  if  the  suspension  shewn  the  possibility  of  such  an  oc- 
of  function  in  so  highly  sensitive  and  currence  taking  place.  Tracheotomy, 
contractile  a  part  had  at  the  same  time  therefore,  should  not  be  performed  with 
entailed  a  loss  of  its  perception  of,  the  expectation  of,  by  any  such  pro- 
and  power  of  contraction  on,  the  appli-  cedure,  diminishing  the  sensibUitv  of 
cation  of  a  stimulus.  When  a  foreign  the  larynx  and  glottis ;  but  should  be 
body,  therefore,  accidentally  introduced  had  recourse  to,  as  was,  I  believe,  done 
into  the  air-passages,  escapes  through  by  the  very  eminent  surgeons  who 
the  glottis  without  exciting  spasmodac  attended  the  patient  in  the  case  just 
contraction  of  its  muscles,  or  reflex  referred  to,  with  the  intention  of  affbrd- 
movements  in  those  of  respiration  ing  the  foreign  body  a  free  passage 
generally,  after  an  opening  has  been  through  an  opening  not  endowed  with 
made  in  the  trachea,  it  probably  does  so  extraordinary  a  degree  of  sensi- 
so  in  the  same  accidental  way  that  it  bilitv. 

entered ;  the  sensitive  parts  through  There  is  yet  another  practical  consi- 
which  it  passes  beinff  as  it  were  taken  deration  flowing  from  the  preceding 
by  surprise,  whilst  the  attention  of  the  ones,  and  which  was  mooted  by  Mr. 
patient  is  directed  to  the  artiflcial  Quain.  It  i«,  whether  in  those  cases  in 
opening,  or  to  the  circumstances  in  which  a  coin  or  other  heavy  forei^ 
wtiich  he  is  placed.  It  would  probably  body  has  found  its  way  into  the  air- 
be  as  difficult  for  a  patient  (whether  his  passages,  it  would  not  be  advisable,  after 
trachea  were  openea  or  not^  to  expel  a  the  performance  of  tracheotomy,  and 
foreign  body  through  his  glottis,  if  his  before  putting  the  patient  into  a  prone 
attention  were  fixed  upon  that  part  position,  to  introduce  some  instrument 
whilst  he  made  the  attempt,  as  it  would  into  the  opening  in  the  trachpa,  so  as 
be  for  him  voluntarilu  to  introduce  it  to  prevent  the  foreign  body  from  being 
into  (he  air-passages  through  the  same  thrown,  during  the  change  of  position, 
aperture.  There  is,  however,  this  most  into  the  larynx,  or  against  the  glottis, 
important  diflTerence  between  the  pre-  and  thus  occasioning  much  distress  to 
sence  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  larynx,  the  patient  and  embarrassment  to  the 
or  at  the  glottis,  before  and  after  tra-  operator.  This  appears  to  me,  as  the 
cbeotomynas  been  perfo  rmed,^  that,  sensibility  of  the  parts  is  not  materiaUj 
alUxough  the  Bensationa  of  local  irrita-  lessened  afiet  lufi  tx^eV^Oi.  \va&  v^^w 
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opened,  to  be  a  sound  piece  of  ad- 
vice. 

Wc  have  already  the  sanction  of  the 
very    highest   surgical   authority    in 
Great  Britain  for  the  employment  of 
tlie  prone  position  in  those  cases  in 
which  heavy  bodies  have  found  their 
Way  into  the  bronchi,  in  order  that, 
after  the  performance  of  tracheotomy, 
they  may  be  brought  by  their  own 
gravity  to  the  artificial  opening  in  the 
trachea.    Now  I  would  suggest,  in  ac- 
cordance with  Mr.  Quain's  proposition, 
that,    after    the    windpipe    has    been 
opened,  an  instrument  of  such  a  con- 
stniction  as  would  arrest  the  passage  of 
the  foreien  body  into  the  larynx  should 
be  passed  into  the  Incision  in  the  trachea 
at  Its  upper  ansle.    The  patient  might 
then  be  placed  in  the  prone  position, 
and   the    head  and    shoulders  being 
lowered,  the  coin,  if  dislodged  from  the 
bronchus,  would  cither  fall  out  of  the 
tracheal  aperture,  or  else,  against  the 
instrument ;  whence  it  might  be  readily 
removed  either  by  means  of  a  common 
pair  of  forceps,  or  by  using  it  (the  in- 
itrnment)  as  a  scoop. 

With  the  view  of  thus  occluding  the 
trachea  above  the  aperturr,  1  have  had 
au  instrument  constructed  by  Mr. 
Coxeter,  of  Grafton  Street,  of  which  an 
engraving  is  annexed. 


slightly  bowed  at  the  extremities ; 
within  the  bowed  part  is  inserted  a 
piece  of  delicate  but  strong  net.  The 
forceps  open  to  the  extent  of  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch,  which  will  Le 
sufficient  to  obstruct  all  passage  through 
the  windpipe  in  the  ordinary  situation 
for  tracheotomy.  These  forceps  should 
be  introduced  edgeways  in  a  direction 
corresponding  to  the  longitudinal  dia- 
meter of  the  tracheal  incision;  they 
may  then,  the  patient  having  been 
turned  on  his  face,  be  opened  trans- 
versely ;  and  the  foreign  body  will,  if 
dislodged,  necessarily  either  fall  out  of 
the  artificial  opening,  the  sides  of 
which  will  be  kept  widely  separated 
by  them,  or  against  the  net  of  the 
instrument;  whence,  as  has  already 
been  stated,  it  may  either  be  removed 
with  a  common  pair  of  operating 
forceps,  or  else  by  using  the  trachcju 
forceps  as  a  scoop.  At  all  events,  the 
great  object  of  the  instrument,  that  of 
preventing  the  foreign  body  from  falling 
into  the  larynx,  or  against  the  glottis, 
and  thus  exciting  irritation  and  distress, 
would  be  accomplished. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say,  that,  although  I  have  in  this  pajier 
had  occasion  several  times  to  refer  to 
the  case  that  lately  occurred  to  Sir 
Benjamin  Brodie,  1  have  done  so  merely 
in  illustration,  and  in  no  spirit  of  criti- 
cism, which  would  but  ill  oecome  me ; 
and  that  I  should  not  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  mentioning  a  private  case  at 
all,  had  not  the  publicity  that  has 
already  been  given  to  all  its  circum- 
stances, in  the  jiolitical  as  well  as 
medical  journals,  made  it  to  a  certain 
extent  public  property. — I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Erichsen. 

48,  Wclbcck  street. 
July  1st,  1843. 

REMARKS 
UPON 

SOME    OF    THE    PHYSIOLOGICAL 
OPINIONS  OF  PROF.  LIEBIG*. 

By  John  Bostock,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  &c. 

(For  the  London  Medical  Gazette,) 


It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  any 
remarks  upon  the  value  of  Professor 
Liebig's  treatise  on  Animal  Chemistry, 
It  consists  of  a  pair  of  cross-action    its  merits  and  importance  being    so 

forceps,  the  blades  of  which  terminate    ~  «  Read  t>erore  the  RoYai  BlQdicaKuidC^T;^;- 
in  bnscbes  21  mchca  in  length  and    gicalSodetY. 
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generally   acknowledged.    But,  in    a  I  shall  next  notice,  what  I  consider  an 

work  which  contains  so  much  that  is  an  erroneous  opinion,  which  is  implied, 

new,  both  in  fact  and  in  opinion,  it  is  if  not  directly  asserted,  in  various  parts 

to  be  expected  that  there  should  be  of  Liebifi^s  treatise,  that  a  knowledge 

certain  parts  of  it  which  are  less  firmly  of  physiology,  that  is,  of  the  vital  actions 

established  than  others,  and,  with  re-  of  the  system,  is  not  to  be  gained  by 

spect  to  the  opinions  and  speculations  observing  these  actions,  by  classifying 

more  particularly,  that  some  of  them  and  generalizing  them,  but  by  chemical 

should  be,  at  best,  questionable.  Under  experiments  on  the  constituents  of  the 

this  impression,  I  shall  offer  to  the  con-  body,  and  by  ascertaining  the  chemic^ 

sideration  of  the  Mcdico-Chirurgical  changes  which  these  constituents  ex- 

Societv  a  few  remarks  on  certain  phy-  perience  under  various  circumstances, 

sioloeical  doctrines  that  are  advanced  That  these  experiments  and  observa- 

by  Liebig,  trusting  that  it  will  not  be  tions  are  of  prime  importance  in  our 

supposed  that  I  can  have  any  desire  to  researches  no  one  can  deny,  but  their 

throw  discredit  upon  the  work ;  but  on  importance  is  subservient  to  a  know- 

the  contrary,  by  candidly  discussing  ledge  of  the  effects  produced  by  the 

some  of  what   I  regard  as  its  most  appropriate  powers  of  the  living  body, 

doubtful  parts,  that  I  may  contribute  to  and  are  only  valuable  in  so  far  as  they 

the  just  estimation  of  its  merits  as  a  tend  to  explain  the  operation  of  these 

whole.  powers.     I  may  illustrate  the  position 

One  of  the  positions,  which  lies  at  uy  the  state  of  our  knowledge  of  di^^es- 

the  foundation  of  all  Liebig's  physio-  tion,  to  which  knowledge  Liebig  him- 

logical  theories,  is  the  existence  of  a  self  has  so  eminently  contributed.    It 

specific  principle,  **  vital  force,  vis  vitce,  may  be  regarded  as  a  well-ascertained 

or  vitality,"  which  is  regarded  as  the  fact,  that  articles  of  food  which  do  not 

immediate  cause  of  all  the  phenomena,  contain  nitrogen  are  not  adapted  to  the 

physical  and  chemical,  which  are  mani-  support  and  growth  of  a  system  into 

fested  by  the  living  animal;  and,  in  the  composition    of   which    nitroffeii 

the  same  category,  are  also  included  all  enters  as  an  essential  ingredient.  Tnis 

the  vital  phenomena  exhibited  in  the  might  have  been  assumed  on  genend 

vegetable  kingdom.    That  the  pheno-  principles,  rfnd  experiment  has  fully 

mena  of  vitality,  both  in  animals  and  justified  the  assumption.    But  this  fact 

in   vegetables,  cannot  be  referred    to  throws  no  light  upon  the  mode  in  which 

physical  or  to  chemical  laws,  appears  to  the  articles  of  food  are  decomposed  in 

me  most  evident ;  but,  I  conceive  it  no  the  stomach,  or  upon  the  mode  by 

less  so,  that  it  is  not  possible  to  refer  all  which  the  elements  are  re-composed, 

these  phenomena    to  one   principle  ;  so  as  to  form  the  various  structures  of 

that  there  are  at  least  two  principles  the  animal  body, 

concerned  in  the  process  or  vitality.  In  connection  with  this  subject,  I 

which  arc  distinct  from  each  other  in  may  notice  the  principle,  which,  if  not 

their  seat,  their  laws,  and  their  effects :  formally  announced  by  Liebig,  may  be 

1  refer  to  the  contractility  of  the  mus-  considered  as  the  basis  of  a  great  part 

cular  fibre,  and  the  sensibility  of  the  of  his   reasoning,    that  physiological 

nervous  filament.  action  necessarily  involves  a  change  of 

It  may  be  said,  that  this  point  is  one  chemical  composition.  That  there  is 
of  little  importance,  as  being  almost  an  intimate  connexion  between  che- 
entirely  verbal,  and  turning  more  upon  niical  composition  and  physiological 
the  definition  which  are  given  to  cer-  action,  that  a  specific  chemical  com- 
tain  actions  or  objects,  than  upon  our  position  is  essential  to  physiological 
knowledge  of  the  actions  or  objects  them-  action,  I  regard  as  an  established 
selves.  And  this  remark  is  to  a  certain  principle.  But  the  Professor  extends 
extent  true  ;  but  when  we  reflect  how  his  views  beyond  this  point ;  he  con- 
much  the  mind  is  influenced  by  the  terms  ceives  that  no  action  can  be  performed 


and  in  reasoning,we  must  admit  the  great  when  a  muscle  contracts,  or  a  nerve 

importance  of  correctness  in  our  Ian-  conveys    a    perception,    a    chemical 

guage,  and  more  especially  in  that  which  change  is  prod  ucea  in  the  part;  thus 

IS  employed  in  scientific  discussions.  resolving  every  action,  which  the  living 
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^^tcm  perfbrms,  into  a  mode  or  modi-  some  other  of  the  operations  of  animal 

^tion  of  elective  attraction.  economy. 

.   One  of  the  most  startling  positions  It  is  generally  admitted,  that  the 

^n  Liebig's  treatise,  and  one  which,  at  materials  which  enter  into  the  consti- 

^rtt  vieWi  would  appear  to  contradict  tution  of  the  body  are  undergoing  a 

^U  our  established  opinions,  is,  that  the  perpetual  change ;  from  various  causes 

^me  chemical  elements,  and  combined  they  become  unfit  for  continuing  their 

in  the  same  proportion,  may  produce  a  office,    and    are,    consequently,    dis- 

number  of  different  compounds.    This  charged,  while  new  matter  is  received 

proposition  is  said  to  be  tne  unequivocal  to  supplv  their  place.    Now  it  is  ne- 

result  of  careful  experiment,  and,  in  the  cessary  that  there  should  be  a  sufRcient 

abstract,  we  may  conceive  its  possibility,  supply,  not  merely  for  all  the  ordiuaty, 

while  there  are  few  chemists  to  whose  but  for  all  the  extraordinary  demands 

aathority  on  such  points  I  should  feel  of  the  system,  and  that,  consequently, 

more  disposed  to  uefer  than  to  that  of  in  the  usual  course  of  things,  there 

the  Professor  of  Giessen.    But  were  the  will  be  a  suq)lus  quantity,  for  which 

position  proved  to  demonstration,  I  do  there  must  be  some  appropriate  mode 

not  conceive  that  it  would  contribute  of  discharge,  as  well  as  for  the  matter 

materially  to  the  explanation  of  an  v  of  which  has  become  effete  and  useless. 

the  changes  that  are  going  forward  in  The  elements  of  which  the  animal  body 

the  living  body.    We  may  rest  assured,  is  mainly  composed  are  carbon,  hydro- 

that  no  action,  either  vital  or  chemical,  gen,  nitrogen,  and  oxygen;   we  must 

can    absolutely  create    or    annihilate  therefore  inquire,  what  are  the  chan- 

chemical  elements ;  the  body  can  onlj  nels  by  whicn  these  several  elements 

be  composed  of  the  elements  which  it  are  carried  off,  when  a  greater  quantity 

receives  ah  extra,  and  it  can  only  part  of  them  has  been  received  into  the 

with  those  elements  by  some  process  of  system  than  is  required  for  preserving 

secretion  or  excretion.    Our  object  is  it  in  a  healthy  and  perfect  state.    Now 

actually  to  trace  out  the  progress  which  there  would  ap{)ear  to  be  three  organs, 

the  elementspursue,  from  their  entrance  which  may  be  termed  depurative,  as 

to  their  exit,  and  it  can  be  no  dis-  being  especially  appropriated  to  this 

nara^pement   to  the  general  merit  of  purpose— the  lungs,  the  liver,  and  the 

Liebig's  treatise  to  say,  that  to  bring  kidney — by  which  the  superfluous  and 

Anrward  the  doctrine  in  question,  as  an  effete  carbon,  hydrogen,  and  nitrogen, 

explanation  of  any  of  the  vital  pheno-  are  respectively  removed  from  the  sys- 

mena,  is  to  substitute  a  verbal  for  an  tem.    SVith  respect  to  the  first  of  these, 

efficient  solution  of  the  problem.  the  carbon,  not  to  insist  upon  the  in- 

There  is  no  part  of  the  animal  eco-  jurious  effects  which  would  be  pro- 

nomy  which  is  more  adapted  to  excite  duced  by  its  retention  in  the  system,  we 

onr  cariosity,  and  to  raise  our  concep-  find  that,  by  the  mode  which  is  adopted 

tion  of  the  wisdom  displayed  in  the  for  its  removal,  an  operation  is  effected 

fonnation  of  the  living  body,  than  the  which  is  essential  to  animal  existence, 

mode  in  which  the  lungs  afe  furnished  the  evolution  of  caloric.    In  the  case 

with  the  necessary  supply  of  carbon,  of  the  liver,  by  which  we  have  a  por- 

and  the  carbon  made  subservient  to  tion  of  hydrogen  and  carbon  removed 

the  extrication  of  caloric.    The  func-  from  the  blood,  there  is  a  new  subtance 

tion  of  respiration  was  one  of  the  first  produced,  which  is  probably  useful  in 

which  en^piged  the  attention  of  modem  perfecting  the  process  of  assimilation ; 

physiologists,  and  it  is  one  in  which  while,  in  the  kidney,  the  discharge  of 

the   science   of  chemistry  has    most  nitrogen  would  appear  to  be  the  prin- 

materially  contributed  to  elucidate  the  cipal,  if  not  the  sole,  object  of  its  tunc- 

operation  of  the  vital  organs.    There  tion.    We  have  no  specific  organ  for 

is,  however,  some  difference  of  opinion  the  removal  of  oxygen  from  the  system, 

respecting    the    source    whence    the  but  this  is  effectually  provided  for  by 

lungs  receive  their  supply  of  combus-  the  necessarv  formation  of  the  carbonic 

tible  matter,  and  of  the  relation  which  acid   and   the  water  which  are  dis- 

they  bear  to  the  other  parts  of  the  charged  from  the  lungs  and  the  kidney, 

system.    On  this  subject  I  shall  ven-  and  also  by  the  proportion   of  this 

tiue  to  ofier  a  suggestion,  which  mav,  element  which  enters  into  the  forma- 

perhaps,  contribute  to  throw  some  light  tion  of  the  appropriate  secretion  of  the 

upon   this  process,  as  well  as  upon  liver.    As  to  the  modtt  \w  hs\v\r\v  \fefc 
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blood  obtains  its  elementary  constita^  misceuaneous 

ents,  it  may  be  Bufficient  for  my  present  CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  PATHOLOGY 
purpose  to  consider  this  fluid  as  the  thppapftttipq 

great  receptacle  in  which  all  the  con-  ^^^  THERAPEUTICS. 

Btituents  are  received  in  the  first  in-         By  James  Richard  Smtth,  M.D. 
stance,  and  from  which  they  are  sepa-  London. 

rated,asitcirculate8throughthe  system.  ^^^  ^^^  3^^^^^^  ^ 

depositing,  m  the  several  organs,  those  ^ 

elements  which  each  of  them  requires  ».•.      ^     ^.        -.^. 

for  the  supply  of  its  appropriate  de-  -R»^**j*-«««'?^  /..'*S"*^'^n"- 
Tn^ni^ff                               *'*     r  modem  origin  of  the  dueate^-'Ofi' 

Another  point  on  which,  I  conceive,  "1^"'  ¥  ^^"'^«'  J«'^  someltalm 
that  Liebig  has  advanced  a  position  P*yj«"«»*'  ^nd  others,  an  thupmt 
which  is  at  least  doubtful,  if  not  -^^'tonj,  descriptton,  andmorM 
incorrect,  is,  that  each  of  the  struc  appearances  of  the  duease^Ohurfm^ 
tures   of   th4  body    requires    an  ap-        ^'!^  <''»  '^*  P"^"  «»^  circulatum. 

propriate  organ  for  its  formation.    It  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  that  the 

is  obvious  that  no  substance  can  be  malady  of  rickets  first  made  its  ap- 

produced  without  an  apparatus  specifi-  pearance,  as  an  evil  of  the  human  race, 

cally  adapted  to  the  purpose ;   that  the  m  England,  and  that  such  took  place 

requisite  elements  must  be  provided,  somewhere  about  two  hundred  years 

and  that  there  must  be  a  certain  dis-  ago.  Glisson,  Bate  (physician  to  Charles 

position  of  the  vessels  b^  which  these  the  First,  to  Cromwell,  and  to  Charles 

elements  may  be  deposited  in  their  the  Second),  with  six  other  eminent 

proper  position  and  their  due  propor-  physicians  of  the  time,  who  joined  ob- 

tion.    This  state  of  things  implies  the  servation  and  experience  in  investiga- 

existence  of  a  system,  the  various  parts  tion  of  the  origin,  nature,  amd  treat- 

of  which  are  adapted  to  each  other,  in  naent  of  this  disease,  coincided  in  opi- 

order  to  produce  the  ultimate  effect,  nion  that  it  was  a  new  distem^,  and 

But  it  does  not  imply  the  existence  of  not  known  to  the  earlier  inhabitants  of 

that  arrangement  to  which  the  term  this  island,  or  of  the  Continent,  or  to 

organ  has  been  usually  applied.    We  the  Greeks  or  Romans.     Glisson  was 

conceive  that  the  blood  contains  all  an  able  and  learned  physician,  and 

the  elements  which    enter   into    the  Regius   Professor   of   Physic    during 

composition  of  the  muscles,  the  nerves,  forty  years  at  Cambridge  University^ 

and  the  bones,  and  the  other  parts ;  and  and  might  be  cOnsidereid  well  qusJi- 

that  where  each  part  is  produced  there  fied  to  give  an  opinion   on  such  a 

is  a  certain  state  of  tne  contiguous  statistical  point  in  medicine.     Boer- 

yessels,  which  enables  them  to  deposit,  haave  and  Van  Swieten  also  would 

in  due  proportion,  the  elements  which  appear  to  favour  the  opinion  of  the 

enter  into  the  composition   of  each  modem  origin  of  rickets.     Glisson  is 

structure.    But  to  style  this  disposition  the  first,  we  beUeve,  who  has  fully  and 

of  the  vessels  an  organ  would  be  to  accurately ,  written  upon  the  disease; 

use  the  term  in  a  new,  and,  as  I  con^  and  it  is  a  litUe  remarkable  that  its 

ceive,  a  less  correct  mode  than  that  name  (of  Gieek  derivation,  from  faj(ja, 

which  is  generally  empbyed.  spine,  or  chine)  was  not  the  suggestion 

In  concluding  these  remarks,  I  shall  of  that  author,  but  was  the  common 
again  express  my  hope,  that  while  I  appellation   by  which  the  complaint 
venture    to   criticise   any  portion  of  was  known  and  spoken  of  at  the  time 
Liebig's   Treatise,  I  do  it  from    my  he  wrote  his  treatise  upon  it  (Glisson, 
desire    to    remove  even  the  smallest  De  Rachitide.  published  about  the  mid- 
imperfection  from  a  work  of  so  much  die  of  the  seventeenth  century.) 
value,  and  by  this  means  to  contribute.        Not  a  few  writers,  with  wnom  we 
in  some  degree,  to  the  advance  of  a  are  much  disposed  to  agree,  are  of  opi- 
science  in  which  I  feel  so  deeply  in-  nion  that  the  disease  of  rickets,  in  a 
terested,  and  to  which,  for  nearly  half  onild  or  aggravated  form,  existed  at  all 
a  centunr,  a  considerable  portion  of  my  times,  and  was  comprehended  and  re- 
time and  attention  has  been  devoted.  cognised  in  the  general  morbid  state 
Upper  Bedford  Ptace,  of  cachexy.      The  following  is  a  de- 
Feb.  i8t,  isiS.  scription  of  a  morbid  conation  of  a 
"■*"  ^Yi  given  by  a  vvhyRician  of  Bologna, 
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Johannes BaptistaTheodosiuB, in  1j54,  rickets  at  birth  and  during  infancy? 

m  century  before  tho  rickets  was  no-  There  is  little  doubt,  we  thiiui,  but  that 

tieed  by  on^  writer  in  this  country ;  he  was.     The  description  of  that  mo- 

and  if  a  similar  case  were  to  come  un-  narch's  person  by  our  great  dramatic 

der  our   observation    to-morrow,    we  poet,  and  the  representation  of  it  which 

would  have  no  hesitation  in  pronounc-  we  have  seen  by  Kean,  the  present  gc- 

ing    it,    with  full  confidence  in  the  nius,  is  exactly  that  which  those  indivi- 

correctness  of  our  diagnosis,    to   be  duals    j^ncrully    present   throughout 

rickets : — "  Ejus  temperamentum   de*  adult  life  who  have  suffered  from  the 

dinat  ad  frigidam  et  homidam,  ex  quo  malady  of  rickets  in  childhood :— • 

color  totius  paliidus  redditur  ita  ut  ad  «  ^^  ,^  ^^^  ^  „^  ,^p^  ^^  .portivetricki, 

eaelieziam  tenoere  viaeatur,  et  multee  Nor  nude  to  court  an  amorous  lookiug-gUtt ; 

in  eo  cmditates  generentur.      AfiectUS     '*  ^^<^^  ^™  rudely  stampM,  and  want  love*t  ma- 

dt  debilitaa  virtutis   motivse,  ita  ut,         '^^^  «  «  « 

com  mensium  jam  septendecim  sit,  non    ii  that  am  curtaiPd  of  tbu  foir  proportion, 
ponit  uHo  modo  se  movere,  nee  stare,    ^,??**^,:?^ '*!&'■?, ^'  ^^°^i^^  n«J»we. 

et,  ram  in  ulniS  a  nutncc  defertur,  Vix  into  thia  breathinir  world,  scarce  kil/made  up, 

curat  potest  erectum  tcncre.      Symp-  And  that  m  lamely  and  unfashionable 

«IJL.    .fij.,<i    M««niiim    e<n«;oa{m...«    ^of  Tuat  do«  bark  at  uie  at  I  halt  by  tHcm  1 

toma  ahud  ommum  sasvissimum  est  why  rfnthu  weak  pii^n/c  time  of  i>eaci, 

▼ertebrarum   tnum   in  C08tlS  notlS  ad     Have  no  delight  to  pass  away  the  time, 

ezteriora  declinatio,  et  est  modus  ffib-    V"\«*»  ^  ^p/  ™y  ^}^^^0Yr  in  the  sun, 
r^  ."*:.      ««'**"«»^*^>  J"  '-»•'    *^     "  b  "^      And  descant  on  mine  own  deformity.^* 

boBitatis,   et  m   modum  arcus  costs  -^       ' 

etiunincurvari  videntur."    '^  The  tern-  At  the  time  that  Glisson  wrote  his 

pentnre  of  him  (the  boy)  declines  to  treatise  u[)on  rickets  the  distemper  was 

odid  and  humidity,  by  which  the  colour  frequent  in    London,    and  seemingly 

of  all  the  skin  is  renaercd  pale,  so  that  endemic  in  other  parts  of  England,  but 

he  seems  inclined  to  a  cachexy,  and  more  particularly  in  Somersetshire  and 

many  crudities  are  engendered  in  him«  Wiltshire.     It  was  afterwards  observed 

The  complaint  is  a  weakness  and  ina-  to   prevail  in  Holland,    France,  and 

bility  to  move,  so  that  this  child  of  other  parts  of  the  continent,  where  it 

seventeen  months  old  can  in  no  man-  was  commonly  denominated  the  Ens^* 

ner  more  itself  or  stand ;  and  when  it  lish  disease  (morbus  Anglicus,  maladie 

ii  earned  in  the  nurse's  arms,  it  can  Anglaise,  &c.) 

scarcely  hold  its  head  upright.    A  no-  Rickets  has  by  some  writers  been 

tfaer  svmptom,  the  most  cruel  of  all,  is,  divided    into   perfett   and    imperfect, 

that  three  of  the  vertebrs  of  the  true  From  the  enlarged  state,  and  knobbed 

bend  outwardly,  and  form  a  kind  or  knotted  appearance  of  some  of  the 


#f  hump-back,  and  the  ribs  appear  to  joints,   the  Grermans  have  designated 

be  arched  in  the  manner  of  a  uow.'' —  the  affection  articuii  duplicali,  doubled 

(Theodosii,  Epist.  Medic,  p.  250.)  ioints ;    the    French,     enfans    Houk$^ 

The  protuberance  of  the  abdomen,  knotted  infants.     When  the  disease 

and  enlargement  of  the  epinhyses  of  comes  upon  a  child  after  it  has  begun 

the  joints,  and  irregular  inoroinate  ap-  to  walk,  and  while  the  epiphyses  of 

petite  and  digestion,  symptoms  some-  the  wrist  and  ankle  bones  are  only  ob- 

what   diagnostic    of  nckets,  are  not  served  to  be  increased  in  size,  and  the 

here  mentioned;    but  there    is  little  flesh  generally  some  degrees  softer  than 

doubt  that,  with  those  which  we  find  natural,  and  the  little  patient  can  still 

emimcrated,  these  were  also  associated,  exercise  the  powers  of  locomotion,  it  is 

Aeelebrated  Italian  physician,  Zaviani,  called   imperfect  rickets.     When  the 

and  some  German  and  French  writers  malady  is  more  severe,  and  the  child 

af  good  authority,  have  argued  for  the  cannot  walk  without  falling,  or  is  com- 

antiquity  of  the  existence  of  rickets,  pelled  to  spend  its  time  either  creeping 

But  if  tliis  disease  and  that  of  scrofula  from  place  to  place  on  its  hands  and 

be  of  similar  natures  and  kindred  pa-  knees,  or  sitting  or  lying,  it  is  termed 

thologv,  as  we  believe  they  are,  the  perfect  rickets.     Tlie  case  of  Kates, 

faet  or  the  antiquity  of  the  existence  of  given  in  our  last  paper,  is  a  good  ex- 

die  one,  namel^r,  of  scrofula,  and  the  ample,  we  consider,  of  perfect  rickets. 

opinion  of  the '  modern  origin  of  the  The  time  during  which  a  child  is  most 

Rher,  are  somewhat  contramctory  and  liable  to  be  attacked  by  this  deforming 

incongruous.     Was  not  the  "  bottled  disease  is  from  the  commencement  of 

nrfder,"    tiie   *' hunch-backed  toad,"  dentition,  oc  {lom  XVv&  "^rvo^  ^\.  nrVCv^ 

fiehard  the  Third,  not  the  subject  of  that  piocco^  ol  oi^xixa  ^^^n^vqi^'Rskc^X 
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usually  makes  its  appearance  abore  the  ways,  and  different  deformities  arejoro* 
gums;  that  is  to  say,  the  seventh  dnced.  The  spinal  column  exhibits 
month  until  the  age  of  two  years,  curves  posterior,  anterior,  and  lateral. 
After  this  e^och,  the  disease,  it  is  true.  The  pcMsterior  curve  most  frequently 
may  still  mvade  the  system  of  the  occurs  in  the  upper  dorsal  yertebis^ 
child,  but  it  is  observed  to  be  a  cir*  forming  the  common  deformity  of 
cumstance  of  very  rare  occurrence,  hump-back ;  the  anterior  curve  in  the 
The  adult  individual  is  subject  to,  and  lumbar  region,  which  has  the  effect  of 
sometimes  labours  under,  an  affection  throwing  the  abdomen  forward,  and 
similar  or  analogous  to  that  of  rickets  thereby  causing  progression  to  be  un- 
in  the  child,  termed  moUities  ossium,  steady  and  feeble.  The  clavicles  be- 
or  malacosteon ;  from  juoAoicos,  soft,  and  come  more  bent,  and  of  a  sigmoid 
ocrrtov,  a  bone.  shape,  which  allows  the  shoulders  to 
The  disease  of  rickets,  as  we  have  approximate,  and  the  arms  to  press 
observed,  most  frequently  attacks  the  upon  the  sides  of  the  chest,  which  is 
infant  about  the  time  of  teething ;  and  thereby  flattened,  the  ribs  becoming 
the  symptoms  that  characterize  the  in-  less  convex,  and  the  sternum  more  so, 
disposition  which  often  accompanies  causing  the  chests  of  those  individuals 
that  critical  process  are  not  unfre-  to  resemble  in  some  degree  the  breasts 
quently  those  which  usher  in  this  ma-  of  birds  ;  from  which  circumstance 
lady.  The  child,  previously  in  good  persons  with  snch  deformity,  which 
health  and  temper,  is  observed  to  generally  continues  through  life,  are 
droop  and  to  be  irritable,  to  be  fretful  usually  said  to  be  "pigeon"  or  *»  fowl- 
and  disinclined  for  the  breast ;  its  sleep  breasted."  The  pelvis  also  changes  its 
is  disquiet;  the  skin  is  hot  and  dry;  form,  by  undergomg  a  sort  of  twist,  and 
the  pulse  is  quick,  but  not  strong ;  the  its  an tero- posterior  diameter  is  dimi- 
bowels  are  disturbed;  there  is  a  slow  nished,  which, in  the femalejfrequendy 
continued  fever  present,  that  has  a  causes  the  process  of  parturition  to  be 
morning  remission  and  evening  exa-  difficult,  and  sometimes  impossible, 
cerbation,  which  soon  produces  severe  without  mechanical  aid.  The  limbs, 
emaciation.  After  the  continuance  for  both  upper  and  lower,  become  bowed 
some  time  of  these  more  acute  symp-  forwaras  or  outwards;  most  frequently 
toms,  the  child  becomes  languid,  soli-  the  latter.  Sometimes  both  lower 
tary,  and  listless  ;  its  countenance  is  limbs  are  bent  in  the  same  direction,  as 
pale  and  dejected ;  the  skin  generally  if  the  feet  had  been  pressed  against 
18  pale  and  ancematous;  a  remittent,  the  ground  at  the  same  point,  and  the 
slow,  suppressed  feverishness  is  still  limbs  bent  by  some  external  force,  in 
present,  which  would  appear  to  be  a  similar  manner  as  one  would  bend 
gastric,  and  to  expend  its  forces  chiefly  a  young  green  tree.  Sometimes  the 
internally;  the  appetite  is  abnormal  knees  come  almost  in  contact,  and  the 
and  irregular,  most  frequently  vora-  legs  greatly  diverge,  placing  the  feet 
cious ;  the  functions  of  the  bowels,  and  upon  the  ground  much  apart,  like  the 
the  entire  operations  of  the  digestive  extremities  of  an  equal-sided  cross. 
economy,  are  disordered  and  deranged ;  In  some  cases  the  entire  skeleton  is  so 
the  alvine  excretions  are  sometimes  variously  curved  and  deformed,  that  it 
dark,  but  more  frequentljr  liffht*co-  is  futile  to  attempt,  and  impossible,  in* 
loured,  and  altogether  devoid  of  bile ;  deed,  to  give,  a  correct  description  of  it. 
the  renal  secretion  is  morbid,  some-  The  joints,  particularly  the  knees, 
times  clear  and  rather  copious,  but  most  wrists,  and  ankles,  become  enlarged, 
commonly  turbid  and  scanty ;  the  flesh  This  enlar^ment  of  the  wrists  and 
becomes  soft,  and  emaciation  pro-  ankles,  and  general  softness  of  the 
msses.  When  the  disease  proves  ratal  flesh  which  accompanies  it,  are  often 
the  emaciation  is  extreme,  with  fre-  the  first  symptoms  of  rickets  that  at- 
quent  diarrhoea  and  convulsions  pre-  tract  the  attention  of  the  parents  or 
ceding  dissolution.  Occasionally,  how-  medical  attendant.  The  abdomen  is 
ever,  as  we  have  witnessed  in  a  few  protuberant ;  there  is  more  or  less  en- 
instances,  there  is  little  or  no  emacia-  largement  of  the  liver;  in  some  cases 
tion,  but  the  flesh  is  exceedingly  soft  the  increase  in  bulk  of  this  viscus  is 
and  flabby.  The  osseous  system  mani-  very  great,  and  can  easily  be  felt  by 
fests  signs  of  participation  in  the  gene-  percussion,  or  pressure  of  the  hand  on 
nU  disorder  and  error  of  assimilation ;  the  right  Y\7pocVvo\i<3«\»sL  Tt^<w\..  The 
Uje  bonea  soften,  and  bend  in  various  site  of  lYie  Yv<»i^  S&  *\ivc;t^;A^^,«Sk.W^^ 
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VMez  becomes  flattened  from  greater  gree  increased  in  bulk ;   there  is  in* 

or  IcM  spreading  of  the  bones  of  the  creased  frequency  of  the  pulse  without 

Cranium ;  in  consequence,  in  a  great  any  real  disturbance  or  acceleration  of 

measure,  we  consider^  of  the  atonic  the  circulation  ;*  the  appetite  is  irre- 

velazed  state  of  their  integmnents,  and  gular,  generally  inordinate ;  the  alvinc 

of  the  absence  of  that  brace  and  sup-  and    unnary    excretions    unhealthy ; 

port  which    they  receive  from  these  the  former  are  deficient  in  bile,  and 

when  the  system  is  in  health  and  the  occasionally    exhibit    appearances    of 

•oft  parts  in  full  tone.    The  anterior  blood.     Such  arc  the  symptoms  which, 

fwlanelle  and  the  sagittal  sutures  re-  in  the  majority  of  cases,  will  be  found 

■iRin  open.    To  this  condition  of  the  to  characterise  the  first  stage  of  rickets 

bones  of  the  cranium  dropsical  effusion  when  this  affection  invades  the  system 

in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  is  fre-  of  the  child  that  has  begun  to  exercise 

2 nently  united.    Dentition  is  generally  its  power  of  locomotion  and  perhaps 

elayed,  and  sometimes  the  teeth  are  speech.    The  symptoms  of  the  further 

deficient  in  number  for  life,  and  often  progress  of  the  malady  are  similar  in 

they  early  become  dark-coloured,  and  all  respects  to  those  of  the  disease  as  it 

decay.    The  breath,  too,  is  at  times  occurs  in  the  infant  of  a  few  months 

;lbond  to  be  exceedingly  foetid:  cases  old,  which  have  been  already  described. 

-are  mentioned  by  authors  in  which  the  With  regard  to    the   prognosis   in 

fafeath  was  so  fcetid  and  deleterious  as  rickets,  it  may  be  stated  that  Uie  earlier 

to  destroy  young  birds  exi)osed  to  its  the  disease  makes  its  appearance  in  the 

influence.    The  development    of   the  system  of  the  child,  the  greater  is  the 

mental  fecukies  of  ricketty  children  is  difldcult^  of  its  cure,  and  the  danger  of 

iiregular,  and  a  thing  of  uncertainty :  its  provmg  fatal.    The  older  the  child 

aomedmes  we  find  precocity  of  intellect,  is  before  being  attacked,  the  greater  is 

and  premature  quickness  of  the  power  the  hope  of  its  recovery  from  the  ma- 

of  oDservation  and  remark;  at  other  lady.    Few  are  attacked  after  five  years 

times   just  the  reverse  obtains — the  of  age,  and  the  recoveries  all,  or  the 

intellectual  faculties    of   the  ricketty  great  majority  of  them,  take  place  pre- 

cfalld  are  plunged  in  abstraction  and  vious  to  this  epoch. 

atnpor.  A  great  many  ricketty  children  Let  us  here  quote  a  case  of  rickets 

aret  in  fact,  more  stupid  than  intelli-  as  the  disease  exhibited  itself  in  the 

-gent;  and  they  all  appear  to  be  rather  svstem  of  a  female  infant,  described  in 

stunted  and  weak  in  ttieir  feelings  and  the  Commentaries    of   Van   Swieten, 

selections.  which  must  be  considered  instructive 

When  the  distemper  of  rickets  comes  and  worthy  of  note,  as   affording  a 

.  Jopon  a  child  after  it  has  begun  to  good  example  of  this  malady  in  a  state 

walk,  and  is  beyond  a  year  old,  it  will  of  great  aggravation  and  severity,  with 

be  obMrved  to  be  chronic,  and  slow  in  its  signs  of  amendment,  and  process 

itsjprogress  ;  it  steals  upon  the  voung  and  progress  of  recovery,  and  restora- 

'Sufierer  insidiously.    The  child's  habits  tion  to  sound  health.    All  diseases,  ob- 

and  disposition   are  perceived  to  be  servesHippocrates,or  some  other  ancient 

«haDBed;    from  havinsr  been  an  ani-  high  authority,  and  the  observation  is 

mated  active  child  it  has  become  de-  founded  in  cvery-day  fact,  terminate  in 

jecfeedysnddisinclinedtoexcrciseormo-  health,  death,  or  transition  to  another 

•lion  of  any  sort ;  the  countenance  is  aflcction  :  and  if  it  be  a  matter  of  prac- 

.pale;  the  eyes  dull  and  decolourised;  tical  consideration  and  utility  attentively 

the  skin  generally  pale,  and  diminished  to    observe  the   gradual  development 

'4X  irreeular  in  temperature;  the  flesh  of  the  signs  of  death  or  of  morbid 

aoft}  the  knees  and  the  extremities  of  change,  w-iien  a  disease  is  about  to  ter- 

the  radius  and  ulna  at  the  wrist,  and  minate  fatally,  or  to   assume  a  new 

also  the  tarsal  extremities  of  the  tibia  nature,  it  is  certainly  satisfactory,  much 

smd  fibula,  enlarged.    The  child,  pre-  morepleasing,  and  notless  useful,  to  note 

▼iously  of  pretty  stout  and  active  pro-  the  appearances  of  returning  health, 

-gression,  now  stands  infirmly  and  walks  and  mark  the  gradual  manner  in  which 

-slowly,  waddling  and  tottering  till  it  the   characters   of  disease   thereupon 

-fidU,  if  not  supported.    The  abdomen  become  more  faint,  and  finally  erased. 

-is  protuberant  and  more  resisting  than  Speaking  of  this  case,   Van  Swciten 

natural,  and,  on  examination,  the  liver     .  

nay  be  found  in  a  greater  or  less  de-  *  See  para^p^ph  at  the  end  of  tiiit  paper. 
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^068  on  to  state — ''  She  was  bom  very  tive  osseous  element  has  been  foond  lo 
^ealthy,  and  had  so  good  a  colour  amount  to  one  half  the  quantit^r  which 
%ring  the  first  months  Uiat  every  body  usually  coes  to  the  composition  of 
hoped  she  would  totally  escape  the  healthy-formed  bone.  The  meduUaij 
calamities  of  her  brothers :  she  was  matter  in  the  cavities  of  the  bones  is 
hardly  a  year  old  when  she  began  to  sanguineous  and  Jelly-like  ;  and  the 
mrow  pale  andill;  the  abdomen  swelled;  entire  substance  of  the  bone  is  ^xMBtfy 
uie  wrists,  knees,  and  ankles,  protu-  and  more  vascular  than  ordinary.  XSe 
berated ;  the  thorax  was  raised ;  the  bones  of  the  cranium,  besides  being 
ankles  were  incurvatcd ;  the  back-bone  softer,  are  generally  lar^  than  nata- 
became  crooked ;  all  the  bones  of  the  ral,  and  separated  at  their  sutures,  and 
head  were  enlarged,  as  if  they  were  the  bruin  is  frequentlv  distended  with 
affected  with  an  exostosis ;  the  struc-  dropsical  effusion.  The  cerebral  iobml 
ture  of  all  the  bones  of  the  body  was  as  we  have  seen,  appears  large,  and 
vitiated  :  she  also  laboured  under  a  inclined  to  be  pulpy.  The  abdomen  is 
complication  of  diseases,  the  scurvy,  always  increased  in  size,  and  its  pa« 
dropsy,  a  bloody  diarrhoea,  a  scarcity  rietes  wasted  and  thin.  The  inersase 
of  unne,  a  fever,  a  violent  cough,  at-  in  the  bulk  of  the  abdomen  is  owing 
tended  with  vast  anguish,  and  a  dread  chiefly,  according  to  the  testimony  <n 
of  suffocation.  She  lived  in  this  mise-  Glisson,  Hoffman,  and  others,  to  greater 
rable  condition  for  above  two  years,  or  less  enlargement  of  the  liver.  The 
The  same  remedies  (crocus  martis  et  spleen  is  occasionally  found  enlai]ged. 
ens  veneris  —  sulphate  of  iron  and  The  mesenteric  glands  are  sometisaes 
muriate  of  copper),  which  cured  her  quite  sound,  and  at  other  times  they 
brother,  were  applied  to  her  during  are  observed  to  be  increased  in  siae. 
thirty  months  in  vain,  so  that  their  The  pancreas  and  kidneys  are  pret^ 
apphcation  was  almost  given  over,  as  healtny,  and  so  also  are  the  stomacn 
there  appeared  no  hopes  of  a  cure  and  intestines,  except  that  these  latter 
from  them ;  but  the  tenaer  mother,  un-  are  frequently  observed  to  be  more 
willing  to  spare  any  pain  or  cost,  the  distended  than  natural.  The  thymus 
same  method  was  still  indefatigably  gland  is  sometimes  greatly  enlarg- 
perseveredin.  The  angmsh  and  cou^h  ed;  we  have  seen  it,  in  a  boy  be- 
began  at  length  to  diminish,  and  tne  tween  eight  and  ten  years  of  age,  the 
fever  ceased ;  the  flesh  looked  of  a  subject  of  scrofula  and  rickets,  pro- 
better  colour ;  the  tumor  of  the  abdo-  jecting  fully  three  inches  above  Uie 
men  was  diminished ;  the  incurvated  sternum,  and  pressing  so  upon  the  tni- 
spine  erew  straight ;  the  joints  protu-  chca  as  to  cause  severe  dyspnma.  The 
berated  less;  the  elevated  sternum  CTew  heart  and  lungs  are  sometimes  fi)iind 
flatter ;  the  arched  figure  of  the  clavi-  diseased ;  the  former  enlarged  or  hy- 
cle  decreased ;  the  bones  of  the  head  pertrophied,  the  latter  the  nidus  of 
subsided :  she  first  began  to  stand  and  tubercular  deposit :  but  such  oondi- 
then  to  walk ;  at  last  no  trace  of  so  tibns  of  these  viscera  are  more  adven- 
severe  a  disease  remained,  and  she  be-  titious  and  accidental  tiian  properiy 
came  eaual  in  health  and  strength  to  included  in  the  morbid  appearances  of 
other  children  of  the  same  size.  The  rickets.  The  blood  is  in  a  dissolved 
muscular  strength  also  began  to  be  watery  condition,  and  deficient  in  all 
restored  without  the  assistance  of  any  its  higher  constituents.  The  cansea 
artificial  means ;  and  the  bones  reco-  and  treatment  of  rickets  we  shall  take 
vered  their  due  form,  which  had  been  up  in  another  contribution, 
so  very  imperfect  during  thirty  We  will  here  take  the  opportunity  of 
months.^*  (Van  Sweiten's  Uommen-  observing,  that,  in  the  examination  of 
taries.  Vol.  17,  pp.  436  and  437.)  disease,  there  are  few  symptoms  less  folly 
^  When  rickets  proves  fatal,  the  ema-  to  be  relied  on  than  those  furnished  by 
elation  is  general  and  extreme.  The  the  morbid  pulse,  and  it  requires  a  oleaor 
subcutaneous  cellular  tissue  has  com-  comprehensive  general  knowledge  of 
pletely  disappeared ;  the  muscles  are  physiologv,  with  much  practical  ezpe- 
wasted,  flabby,  and  decolourised;  the  rience,and  close  acquaintance  with  elini- 
deformed  bones  soft,  and  more  cellular  cal  pathology,  viz.  the  live  and  active 
than  natural,  and  deficient  in  their  diseaseinthe  person  of  the  patient,  toob- 
boJidifying  constituent  of  phosphate  of  tain  accurate  and  true  information  of  the 
Jiwe.     The  dvficiaicy  in  this  distinc-  sUite  of  the  system  ium^uycafies.  The 
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jAenomena  of  ttic  pulse,  in  the  study  some  importance,  namely,  the  duration 

and  treatment  of  disease,  are  more  ser-  of  disease,  inflammatory  in  particular, 

rueable  to  the  physician  in  the  matter  as  it  occurs  in  the  different  parts  and 

of  proj^osiM  than  of  diagnosis,  and  in  structures  of  the  system.    \\e  have  an 

affindmg  frequent  useful  delicate  indi-  unsettled  opinion,  too,  that  the  motion 

cations  of  the  necessity  for  the  admi-  of  the  blood  in  the  child  is  considerably 

Bistraticm  of  general  therapeutic  agents,  slower  than  in  the  adult,  although  its 

Often,  at  may  be  observed,  when  the  pulse  is  alwavs  much  more  frequent. 

pulM  is  beating  rapidly,  and  from  this,  The  pulse  of    the  child  at  birth  is 

with,    other   relaUve   symptoms,  one  double  that  of  the  adult.    In  old  age  the 

Bright  be  led  to  infer  that  the  circula-  pulse  is  always  slower  than  in  youth 

tion  was  in  a  state  of  hurry  and  accele-  and  early  manhood,  but  in  old  age  the 

imtion,  it  is  not  so,  but  just  tlie  reverse  pulse  is  slower  also. 

''^S^^r'l®  ^I'^A^  moving  slowly.  „^  g^^^n,  ^ 

while  the  heart  and  arteries,  the  con-  June  so,  is4s. 

tainine  vessels,  are  acting  inordinately. 

Soch  discordance  in  the  motion  of  the  a^tat  voi?c         xT^'nmiT.c      n^^»^« 

blood  and  its  active  circulator>'  appa-  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS. 

nitna  constitutes  a  condition  of  disorder  

frequently  met  with  of  false  excitement  "  I-'Autour  bc  tuc  k  allongrcr  ce  que  le  lecteur  se 

^i^tement  with  debility.     It  is  more  '""  ^  abrdger/'-I^^ALKMBBBT. 

haidness  or  resistance,  we  conceive,  in 

the  pulse,  together  witli  fulness,  and  ^^<^    Transactions  of  the  Provincial 

not  a  high  number  of  beats  in  a  given  Medical  and   Surgical  Association. 

time,  which  indicate  and  announce  a  ^^^*  ^I-    London,  1843. 

lapid  strong  circulation.    And  the  best  The  present  volume  consists  of  three 

orainary  method  of  nicely  appreciating  parts : — 

these  qualities  in  the  circulation  is,  1.    A  retrospective  address  by  Dr. 

when  the  fingers,  in  feeling  the  pulse.  Black  of  Manchester,  which  contains  a 

have  remained  for  some  time  upon  it,  lucid  and  interesting  summary  of  all 

to  slightly  raise  them  and  gentlv  re-  the    important  facts    connected   with 

press  the  vessel.    In  this  way  we  have  medicine    which   had    been  recorded 

thought   that  the  most  accurate  csti-  during  the  preceding  year. 

mate  and  information  of  the  strength  2.   A  paper  on   the   medical  topo- 

and  velocity  of  the  current  of  the  blood,  graphy  of  Siduiouth,  includinc;  the  geo- 

and  of  the  amount  of  true  excitement  logy,  natural  productions,  and  statistics 

of  the  circulation,  is  practically  ob>  of  that  district,  from  the  pen  of  Mr. 

tainable.    It  is  only  the  pulse  of  real  Jeffrey. 

or  true  circulatory  excitement  that,  for  3.  Essays  and  cases,  illustrated  with 

the  most  part,  warrants  general  blood-  numerous  engravings. 

letting :  all  others,  with  a  few  excep-  The  iirst  of  these  is.  Experimental 

tions  perhaps,    forbid    it.      Notwith-  and  practical  inquiries  into  the  struc- 

standing  the  knowledge  of  the  ^neral  ture  and  functions  of  the  corpuscules  of 

circulation  which  has  heen  obtained  by  the  blood — on  inflammation — and  on 

the  discovery  of  Harvey,  there  is  still  tubercles,  by  Mr.  Addison,  of  Malvern. 

"  ample  space  and  room  enoueh*'  in  This  is  an  interesting  paper,  but  the 

this  aeparUnent  of  phvsiolo^  lor  fur-  details  are  so  much  connected  with  the 

ther  investigation.    We  believe  there  engravings  as  to  render  it  impossible 

is  still  much  to  be  learned  respecting  to  give  any  adequate  account  of  them 

the  ultimate  distribution  of  the  blood,  without  the  figures. 

The  nutritive  circulation  of  every  or-  4.  Some  cases  shewing  the  advan- 

gan,  like  the  structure  of  the  organ  tage    of    powerful    counter-irritation, 

itaelf,  we  are  much  of  opinion  is  more  especially  the  long  issue  on  the  calva- 

or  less  individual  and  particular ;  and  rium,  by  Dr.  Wallis,  physician  to  the 

the  motion  or  movement  of  the  blood  Inflrmary,  Bristol. 

in  its  most  minute  and  vital  diffusion  The  author  states  that  he  first  be- 

thiough  the  tissues  of  the  economy  is  came  aware  of  the  value  of  this  remedy 

a  thing,  like  the  shades  and  colour  of  from  Mr.  R.  Smith,  the  present  senior 

a  summer  landscape,  of   the  utmost  surgeon  of  the  Bristol  Inflrmary,  and 

▼ariety.    This,  it  is  obvious,  involves,  he  has  used  it  extensively  since  1828, 

in  some  degree,  a  pracUcal  point  of  when  he  became  physician  to  the  csta* 
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blishment  in  question.    The  following  scalp,  and  which  will  coTer  the  cicatrix 

is  his  account  of  it :  —  after  the  issue  is  healed  up.   The  length 

**  I  have  used  this  remedy  in  a  great  of  the  incision  thus  made  will  be  in  the 

variety  of  cases  of  organic  disease  of  adult  about  seven  or  eight  inches;  tike 

the  brain,  both  chronic  and  acute ;  in  care  that  the  scalp  be  divided  entirely 

{>aralysis,  impending  effusions,  convul-  and   perfectljr  through,    so    that  the 

sions,  erysipelas  of  the  head  and  mem-  edges  of  the  incision  will  separate  lo 

branes  of  tne  brain;   in  fever  in  the  far  as  to  enable  you  to  introduce  a 

very  advanced  stages;  in  one  case  of  dossil  of  lint  rolled  up  hard,  as  thick  as 

hysteria,  with  very  great  advantage ;  two  fingers,  and  which  should  be  well 

and  also  in  a  case  or  two  of  mania,  soaked  in  spirit  of  turpentine;   this  . 

The  general  result  of  my  experience  of  answers  the  uouble  purpose  of  increas- 

its  use  has  been  such  as  to  confirm  my  ing   the  effect  of   the  incision,   and 

favourable  opinion  of  it,  as  beinc^  the  makes   suppuration  come    on  earlier, 

most  powerful  and  efficacious  of  all  our  and  will  usually  assist  in  stopping  a 

remedies  of  the  class  of  counter-irritants,  further  loss  of  blood.      The  art^es 

Its  effects  are  more  permanent  and  its  very  soon  retract  and  cease  to  bleed ; . 

disadvantages  are  fewer  than  those  of  there  is  seldom  more  than  six  cnr  ei^ht 

any  other  remedy  now  in  use.     The  ounces  of  blood  lost,  and  this  quanti^ 

friends  of  the  patient  will  occasionallv  may  be  very  readily  curtailed  if  it  lie 

object  to  it,  from  that  misapplied  feel-  desirable  to  do  so. 

ing  of  affection  which  converts  every  '*  In  those  cases  where  depletion  has 

energetic  effort  to  save  life,  if  the  use  been  carried  to  a  sufficient  extent,  prior 

of  the  scalpel  be  required,  into  an  act  to  your  determination  to  use  this  re- 

of  cruelty.    This  is  an  objection  urged  medy,  and  the  further  loss  of  blood  be 

against  many  of  our  best,  nay  even  our  unadvisabje,  it  may  be  prevented  in 

ordinarv  remedies,  such  as  a  blister  or  the  following  manner:— The  instant 

issue  of  the  common  kind.    The  resis-  the  incision  is  completed,  close  the 

tance  of  the  friends,  however,  is  gene-  sides  of  the  wound,  and  make  pressure 

rally  overcome  by  remarking  quietly,  upon  it  with  your  hand,  whilst  your 

that  'It  is  only  intended  to  make  an  assistant  hands  the  lint,  well  soaked  in 

issue ;'  an  insignificant  trifle  compared  spirit  of  turpentine  and  rolled  up  firmly 

with  the  distressing  effects  of  disease."  of  a  proper  length,  so  as  not  to  extend 

Mr.  Smith  does  not,  however,  as  a  beyond  the  extreme  length  of  the  in- 

general  rule,  adopt  this  remedy  at  the  cision,  as  it  would  be  inconvenient  in 

rst  onset  of  disease,  but  keeps  it  in  strapping  down  the  wound  siifiS,ciently 

reserve   until   the   ordinary  remedies  to  check  the  flow  of  blood ;    a  little 

have  been  tried  and  found  wanting,  flour  and  drv  lint  may  be  superadded 

The  circumstances  necessary  to  attend  if  necessary,  but  the  dossil  must  not  be 

to  in  carrying  the  remedy  into  effect  made  so  tnick  as  to  rise  much  above 

are  these : —  the  edges  of  the  wound,  or  else  the  ad- 

"Let  the  head  be  shaved  entirely,  hesive  straps  will  not  be  secure,  by 

and  have  the  patient  brought  near  to  being  elevated,  and  thereby  prevented 

the  right  side  of  the  bed ;   raise  the  from  adhering  near  the  edges  of  the 

head  by  a  hard  pillow,  and  put  a  towel  incision.     Should  the  incision  be  im- 

round  his  neck  to  receive  the  blood;  perfectly   made,    that  is  to   say,  not 

let  an  assistant  keep  the  head  steady ;  entirely  through  the  scalp,  the  arteries 

at  the  same  time  draw  the  scalp  down-  mi^ht  be  only  partially  divided ;   in 

wards  in  all  directions,  so  as  to  strain  which  case  they  will  continue  to  bleed, 

the  calvarium  as  much  as  possible ;  the  notwithstanding  the  pressure  you  may 

scalp  will  divide  with  so  much  more  have  made :  of  course  the  arteries  will 

ease.    In  this,  your  own  left  hand  will  require  to  be  completely  divided,  to  al- 

materially  assist,  by  placing  it  at  the  low  them  to  retract  and  cease  to  bleed.'* 

upper  and  back  part  of  the  head,  com-  Some  good  cases  are  given,  in  which 

mencing    the  incision   between  your  the  remedy  proved  of  service  in  acute 

thumb  and  fore-finger  as  far  back  as  the  and  chronic  meningitis,  apoplexy  and 

lambdoidal  suture ;   press  the  scalpel  paralysis,  epilepsv,  nydrocepnalus,  &c. 

sufficiently  down  so  as  lo  divide  tk€  5.  On  the  employment  of  extension 

tcalp  entirely  tkrouah  at  once :  carry  on  in  the  treatment  of  fractures  of  the 

the  incision  directly  along  the  sagittal  spine,  by  W.  Hinchman  Crowfoot,  sur- 

Buture  a$  far  aa  the  hair  grows  on  the  geon  to  the  Dispensary^  Beccles, 
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-  The  cafte  detailed  is  that  of  a  coaeh- 
man,  aged  42»  in  whom,  from  an  ex- 
ternal injury,  the  spinous  processes  of 
the  ninth  and  tenth  vertebrse  were  di- 
vided from  each  other  considerably 
beyond  their  usual  distance,  the  body 
of  the  ninth  vertebra  being  forced  for- 
ward, while  that  of  the  tenth  projected 
backward.  There  was  total  depriva- 
tion of  the  power  of  voluntary  motion 
and  sensation  in  the  lower  extremities. 
A  gradual  but  considerable  extension 
was  applied,  and  gentle  attempts  were 
made  with  the  fingers  to  replace  the 
bones.  The  deformity  was  in  some 
measure  removed  by  these  means,  but 
without  the  sUghtest  return  of  volun- 
tary power  in  the  first  instance.  He 
was  placed  on  his  back  on  a  firm  bed, 
where  he  steadily  improved,  and  at  the 
end  of  three  weeks  could  slightly  move 
the  ffreat  toe  of  the  right  foot ;  in  a 
few  oays  more  this  extended  to  the  left 
loot.  The  power  of  the  limbs  now 
progressively  but  slowly  returned  to 
inch  extent  that  he  was  able  to  resume 
his  former  occupations. 

6.  Case  of  paralysis  of  the  serratus 
maffnus,  which  caused  the  lower 
an^es  of  the  right  and  left  scapulce  to 
become  disengaged  from  the  latissimus 
dor&i,  &c.  by  John  Banner,  Esq.  sur- 
geon, Liverpool. 

All  the  interesting  points  of  this 
case  are  given  in  the  "  heading."  The 
patient  uways  bad  good  health,  and 
the  affection  was  purely  local ;  nor  is 
mention  made  of  any  attempt  at  relief. 

7.  Remarks  on  matico,  a  styptic 
much  used  in  South  America  for  sup- 

Jression  of  heemorrhage,  by  Thomas 
ejBfreys,  M.D. 

The  matico  may  be  used  externally 
or  internally.  As  a  local  application 
the  under  side  answers  best.  Inter- 
nally the  decoction  or  infusion  (^ss. 
to  $]•  iu  the  pint)  may  be  given,  in 
doaes  of  an  ounce  and  a  half. 

8.  Anatomico-chirurncal  observa- 
tions on  dislocation  of  tne  astragalus, 

S'  Thomas  Turner,  surgeon  to  the 
anchester  Infirmary,  &c.  &c. 
This  is  an  elaborate  and  valuable 
papier,  but  one,  of  which,  dependent  as 
It  is  on  engravings,  diagrams,  and 
tables,  we  can  give  no  adeauate  notion 
in  any  analysis.  We  shall  not,  there- 
fore, attempt  to  do  so,  but  content  our- 
aelves  with  subjoining  a  list  of  the  dis- 
locations described  :— 


1.  Partial,  direct,  and  simple. 
2. and  compound. 

3,  simple,  and  com- 

plicated. 

4.  ■  compound,  and  comr 

plicated. 

5. indirect,  and  simple. 

6.  ■  and  compound. 

7. simple,  and  compli- 
cated. 

8.  — — compound,  and  com- 

plicated. 

9.  Complete,  direct,  and  simple. 

10. and  compound. 

11.  ■  simple,  and  com- 

plicated. 

12. compound,     and 

complicated, 

13. indirect,  and  simple. 

14. and  compound. 

15. ■  simple,  and  com- 
plicated. 

19.  '  compound,      and 

complicated. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Friday,  July  14,  1843. 


"  Licet  omnibat,  licet  etiam  mihi,  difl^itatem 
Arti*  Medico  taeri ;  potestaa  modo  veniendi  in 
publicum  tit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuao.'* 

CiCBRO. 


EMPLOYMENT    OP    WOMEN    AND 
CHILDREN  IN  HUSBANDRY. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Austin,  on  which 
we  commented  in  our  last  number  but 
one,  gives  a  gloomy  portraiture  of 
compulsoi^  apprenticeships  as  it  exists 
in  many  of  our  agricultural  parishes. 
Yet,  dark  as  the  representation  is,  we 
fear  that  it  is  not  overcharged.  It  is 
drawn  from  the  concurrent  testimony  of 
witnesses  in  various  grades  of  society  ; 
and  though  their  evidence  is  combated, 
as  usual,  by  that  of  others,  the  proba- 
bility is,  unfortunately,  on  the  un- 
fevourable  side.  The  state  of  these 
young  husbandmen  and  women  ap- 
proaches so  nearly  to  that  of  serfs,  or 
even  slaves,  that  it  is  difficult  to  doubt 
the  existence  of  the  evils  which  bond- 
age always  brings  in  it9  train. 
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*'Tobe  worse  treated  than  a  parish    was  black  and  blue.    Bat  '*appren- 
apprentice,"  says  Mr.  Bidwell,  "is  a    tices  were  treated  worse  :  two,  without 

Eroverb,  and  were  not  proverbs  held  to^-u       a    i    \.     a      ^v,  *. 

e  founded  in  truth,  1  could  support  ^^^^^"^  ♦^  ^^^^  *^^  *^«"^.-  ^^  ^^ 
the  verity  of  this  in  a  variety  of  in-  with  a  stick  for  anything  that  hap- 
stances,  of  a  general  as  well  as  partica-  pened.  One  maiden  had  her  arm  cut 
lar  character."  to  the  bone  ^j-ith  a  stick  the  young 

The  system  is  as  follows.    At  the    master  cut  out  of  the  hedge  at  the  time, 
age  of  nine,  a  boy  is  taken  away  from    for  not  harrowing  right,  for  not  leaving 
his  parents,  not  to  be  restored  to  them    enough  for  a  harrow  to  go  back  again, 
during  his  minority.    "  Neither  parents    That  went  to  a  justice:  master  was 
nor  children  are  consulted,"  says  Mr.    ^°cd  £5,  and  had  to  pay  the  doctor's 
Austin ;  **  they  are  separated  by  an  act    ^i^^*    The  £5  was  given  away  in  bread 
of  law,  against  which  there  is  no  ap-    to  the  poor.    The  parish  did  not  bind 
peal."    This  separation  is  continued    any  apprentices  after  that" 
for  twelve  long  years,  which  must  be        It  was  a  broad  hint  to  leave  dS^ 
sufficient,  in  a  large  number  of  cases,    truly !    Mary  Kendalls  informs  us  that 
to  produce  the  most  complete  estrange-    when  apprenticed  she  had  a  bad  mis- 
ment  between  parent  and  child ;  as  it    tress,  who  used  to  throw  her  on  the 
is  not  to  be  supposed  that  in  so  poor  a    ground,  hold  her  by  the  ears,  kneel  on 
class  apprentices  and  their  parents  can    her,  and  use  her  very  ill.    The  witness, 
visit  one  another  often  enough  to  keep    now  41  years  of  age,  has  still  the  marl^ 
up  the  feelings  of  kindred  in  their    from  kicks  upon  her.    Mr.  Lyddon,  a 
original  freshness.     Indeed,  mere  dis-    surgeon,  has  often  made  inquries  into 
tance  would  often  make  this  impossible,    the  condition  of  apprentices,  and  is  in- 
'  The  Stat.  56  Geo.  III.  which  regulates    clined  to  think  that  at  times  corrections 
apprenticeships,  enacts    that  a  child    rather  too  severe  are  inflicted, 
shall  not  be  bound  more  than  forty        Mr.  Troode,  a  farmer,  had  an  ap- 
miles  from  its  place  of   settlement!    prentice,  who  did  not  go  to  church 
The  apprentices   are   knocked   about    though  sent,  and  was  out  late  at  night. 
ad  libitum  by  master,  mistress,  and  all    Mr.  Troode  applied  to  'a  magistrate; 
the  other  rulers  who  are  put  in  au-    the  boy  was  sent  to  the  tread-mill  for 
thority  over  them;   and  though  very    a  week,  and  whipped  twice  j  <<  but  that 
gross  cases  may  be  carried  before  a    only  made  him  worse  than   before  | 
magistrate,  the  remedy  is  obviously  as    nothing  hurts  a  boy  like  punishment 
bad   as   the   disease.      A   household    of  that  kind."    The  witness  adds,  "  I 
carried  on  by  appeals  to  the  56  Geo.  III.    had  another  apprentice,  a  girl,  who 
cap.  126,  is  in  an  unhappy  condition,    stayed  out  all  night ;  nothing  could  be 
Sometimes,  too,  the  master  can  make    worse;  Mrs.  Troode  scolded  her,  and 
his  apprentices  very  miserable,  and  yet    the  girl  threw  some  potatoes  at  her;  I 
keep  within  the  limits  of  the  law ;  at    came  in  at  the  moment  and  struck  her 
other  times  the  apprentices  are  skilful    with  the  horsewhip.  The  girl's  parents 
in  the  art  of  worrying,  and  yet  keep  on    applied  to  an  attorney  in  Exeter^  and 
the  windy  side  df  the  56  Geo.  III.  the  case  was  brought  before  magis- 

Nor  do  the  female  apprentices  escape  trates;  I  was  fined  £1.  Upon  this  I 
the  wild  justice  of  ^e  iann-house;  ordered  all  my  apprentices  out  of  the 
Mary  Puddicombe  teUs  of  her  service  honse,  for  I  found  I  could  not  have 
at  Blackiston,  when  no  longer  an  the  proper  control  over  them." 
apprentice ;  the  servants  used  to  beat  Mr.  Palk,  a  farmer,  says,  '<  we  don't 
Aer,  and herma9t$r  to  h^nghtttMuhm    lei  our  apprentices  go  home  to  scq 
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their  parents  j  parents  who  have  been  of  the  social  frame  which  has  crushed 

apprenticed  never  like  their  children  to  him  ? 

TOR  home  much."  It  would  be  sad  indeed  were  there  no 

George  Moxey,  a  labourer,  says  that  exceptions  to  this  painful  rule ;    we 

vhen   an  apprentice,   he  was   never  hope  that  there  are  many^  and  bright 

beaten  nor  ill-used  by  his  master,  but  ones. 

that  he  was  badly  used  by  the  other  Mrs.  Tuckett,  of  Dunsford,  in  Devon- 
apprentices;  "apprentices  always  beat  shire,  who  retains  the  farm  which  her 
each  other,  go  wherever  you  will."  husband  occupied,  draws  a  pleasing 
In  fact,  the  apprentice,  friendless  picture  of  the  felicity  of  her  family, 
and  forlorn,  is  too  often  knocked  about  Her  house  is  conducted  in  the  old- 
like  the  &g  at  a  public  school,  but  with  fashioned  Devonsliire  way.    Mistress, 
a  fiur  longer  period  of  slavery  before  servants,  and  apprentices,  mess  toge-f 
him.    He  is  among  those  that  time  lags  ther  on  the  same  provisions ;  nor  are 
withal,  and  few  can  feel  more  strongly  they  kept  under  lock  and  key;  every- 
ihe  pungent  truth  of  the  couplet—  thing  is  open.    The  apprentices  have 
now  at  the  imr>B  doll  circle  aeemi  to  ran,  five  days  holiday  in  the  year ;  three  at 
WheD  the  briek  minor  pants  for  twenty^ne  I  Christmas,  and  two  at  Easter,  and  Mrs. 

Nor  are  these  poor  drudges  always  con-  Tuckett  gives  them  little  amusements 

•oled  for  their  destiny  on  earth  by  the  then,  and  at  other  times.  Their'parents 

hope  of  a  *'  bright  reversion  in  the  come  to  see  them  when  they  like,  and 

sky" ;   for  **  although  they  are   suf-  there  is  always  something  to  eat  and 

fieiently  clothed  for  their  work,"  says  a  glass  of  cider  for  these  visitors.  The 

Mr.  Austin,  the  reporter,  "they  some-  girls  are  never  allowed  to  work  in  the 

times  have  no  better  kind  of  clothing  fields,  except  occasionally  at  hay-time, 

for  the  Sunday ;  and  their  masters  are  and  then  they  are  kept ''  in  a  little  set, 

ashamed  to  let  them  appear  at  chureh  away  from  the  other  people,  not  to  hear 

in  their  ordinary  dress  of  the  week."  their  talk." 

Indeed,  one  of  the  witnesses,  the  Rev.  But  Mrs.  Tuckett,  of  whose  in- 
Peter  Benson,  afiirms  that  the  moral  and  telligence  and  worth  Mr.  Austin  speaks 
rdigiooB  instruction  of  a  child  com-  with  due  praise,  is  a  rare  exception; 
monly  ceases  almost  entirely  when  be  and  we  perfectly  agree  with  the  re- 
has  been  apprenticed.  Farmers  do  porter  that  it  will  be  well  to  dis- 
not  like  to  send  ragged  children  to  continue  agricultural  apprenticeship  for 
chureh ;  and  '*  the  rule  is  rags,  the  the  future, 
exception  is  the  other  way."  We    cannot   conclude    tins   article 

A  master,  of  course,  stands  in  loco  without  touching  upon  a  point  which 
pmrmuU  to  his  apprentice,  and  if  is  prominent  in  almost  every  page  of 
habitual  kindness  were  checkered  the  evidence;  we  mean  the  extreme 
hf  occasional  severity  there  would  be  privations  and  singular  patience  of  our 
little  or  no  reason  to  complain.  But  if  rural  population.  The  stringent  se- 
his  goodness  always  '*  wears  the  sterner  verity  of  the  New  Poor  Law  was  built  on 
fiice  of  love" ;  if  authority  scarcely  ever  the  supposition  that  the  poor  spent 
nelts  into  indulgence ;  if  the  only  thing  their  wages  in  luxury  and  dissipation, 
which  the  fiumer  can  allege  in  his  and  that  they  ought  to  be  compelled  to 
own  favour  is  that  his  apprentices  have  save  up  money  for  old  age  by  the 
a  bellyful,  can  we  wonder  that  dis-  prospective  horrors  of  a  Union  work- 
content  hardens  into  hatred,  or  that  the  house.  But,  alas !  the  mass  of  evidence, 
despised  serf  grows  up  into  the  enemy  unpicked  and  ungarbled,  shows  that  the 
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labourer's  wages,  in  general,  scarcely  not  think  it  just  to  punish  the  labouier 

pass  starvation  point;  and  instead  of  in  his  old  age  for  not  having  bought 

the  cruel  mockery   of  requiring  the  an  annuity  out  of  the  abundant  income 

husbandman  to  save  something  from  of  his  greener  years, 
nine  shillings  a  week,  we  ought  rather        Mrs.  Britton,  the  wife  of  a  labourer, 

to  remind  the  opulent    that,  in   the  deposes  that  she  has  seven  chUdren, 

words  of  Rousseau,  the  best  medicines  all  boys,  varying  in  age  from  fourteen 

for  the  poor  are  to  be  found  in  the  years  to  nine  months.    One   of  the 

kitchens  and  cellars  of  the  rich.    In-  children  is  a  cripple,  and  the  Guardians 

stead  of  constantly  reproaching  hus-  aUow  two  gallons  of  bread  weekly  for 

bandmen,  as  a  class,  with  their  occa-  himj  but,  although  her  husband  u  a 

sional  errors,  the  impartial  moralist,  tea-totaller,  the  family  has  not  even  a 

when  he  peruses  sufficiency  of  bread  to  eat;  and  they 

,  .     ,         ,    **u  ff       all  sleep  in  one  room. 

"The  short  »nd«impl«aniiili  of  the  poor,"  »„,...  ■»«•      e       vi       *i.« 

'^  The  next  witness,  Mrs.  Sumbler,  the 

will  be  rather  inclined  to  admire  their    ^ife  of  a  labourer,  gives  an  account  of 

uncomplaining  fortitude,  and  will  admit    ti^e  unceasing  toil  in  a  dairy,  having 

that  the  heroism  of  private  life  is  most    been  herself  employed  in  one  for  eight 

often  to  be  found  in  a  station  where  we    years  before  she  married.  *•  When  cheeses 

should^ave  been  least  likely  to  look    arc  made  twice  a  day,  the  work  is  never 

for  it.  done ;  the  work  la^ts  all  day,  from  three 

In  the  Report  before  us.  Dr.  Greenup,    in  the  morning  till  nine  at  night." 

of  Calne,  after  giving  in  detail  the        Another  witness,  after   giving   the 

necessary    expenses    of   a   labourer's    details  ofher  spare  housekeeping,  adds, 

housekeeping,  remarks,  that  when  he    ^<we  never  know  what  it  is  to  get 

reckons  these  things  up,  he  is  always    enough  to  eat ;  at  the  end  of  the  meal 

more  and  more  astonished  how  labourers    the  children  would  always  eat  more. 

continue  to  live  at  all.    The  diseases    Of  bread  there  is  never  enough;  the 

which  he  sees  among  the  poor  almost    children  are  always  asking  for  more  at 

all  arise  from  want  of  proper  food  and    every  meal ;    I  then  say,  '  you  don't 

clothing.    At  Studlcy,  in  Wiltshire,  it    want  your  father  to  go  to  prison,  do 

appears,  from  the   evidence    of  Mr.    you?*  ** 

Henry  Phelps,  agent  to  the  Marquis        It  is  almost  needless   to   multiply 

4Df  Lansdowne,  that  the  women  work  in    these  details  of  extreme  penury.  Mary 

the  fields  like  men.  They  are  employed    Haynes,  a  widow  of  Calne,  does  men's 

in  reaping  and  binding  com  in  harvest,    work  in  the  fields,  and  has'  not  even  a 

hoy-making,  hoeing  turnips,  weeding,    change  of  clothes.    She  receives  5s.  a 

picking  stones,  filling  dung  carts,  &c.    week  in  summer,  and  4s.  6d.  during  the 

.For  this  they  get  8d.  a  day,  or  some-    other  months.    Besides  stone-picking, 

times,  at  harvest,  lOd.  weeding,  and  hay-making,  she  rexps 

Mr.  Bowman,  a  farmer,  and  vice-    and  hoes  turnips,  employments  which 

chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of    some  persons  suppose  to  be  cotifined  to 

the  Chalne  Union,  says  that,  in  the    men  alone. 

great  majority  of  cases,  the  labourer's        "  As  for  work,"  says  another  prac- 

iamily  has  only  the  man's  wages,  8s.    tical  philosopher,  speaking  of  the  farm 

or  98.  a  week,  to  -live  on.    It  is  a    where   he   was    apprenticed,   "  why, 

mystery  to  Mr.  Bowman  how  a  man    people  must  work,  and  there  was  plenty 

and  wife,  with  five  or  six  children,  can    of  ttiat ;"— the  grievous  point  is,  that 

.  jiva  on  this.    We  take  it  for  granted,    the  work  should  be  so  miserably  paid. 

thcre&)re,  that  the  vice-chairman  does       In  a  v^otd,  \.\ie  %qo^  \vamQ>a  ^\>\sl 


VARIETIES  OF  SUGAR.                                         57S 

which  onr  labourers  in  husbandry  bear  be  g^ranted  at  preient  to  the  two  Colleges, 

toil   rewarded   by  semi-starvation   is  ^J^  duly  p»;MeQted-to  Her  Maj«jty 

,..,''.               ,    ^  by  Sir  Jamei  Graham  ;  to  the  Lords  by  the 

worthy  of  all    praise;    and  forms  a  jught  Hon.  Lord  CampbcU;  and  to  the 

dnguUir  contrast  to  the  distorted  in*  Commons  by  H.  G.  Ward,  Esq.  M.P. 

gcnuity  with  which    many   of  their  The  Meeting  was  then  adjourned. 

superiors  find  subjects  of  annoyance 
and  discontent  in  the  midst  of 
prosperity. 


SOCIETY  FOR  RELIKF  OF 

WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS  OF 

MEDICAL  MEN 

IN  LONDON  AND  ITS  VICINITY. 


BRITISH   MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Bxeter  Hall,  July  4, 1843.  a      i?  *       j.         "7         i   in,      ^     *  ^i.. 

^    ,„               -^                               _  An  Extraordinary  General  Court  of  this 

Dm.  W.BSTEE,  Pa«8iDKNT,  IN  THE  Chair.  Society,  numerouily  attended,  was  held  on 

_      _                  .  -.,         e^    ^  r^.   ,  Wednesday  laat,  at  the  Gray's  Inn  Coffee 

Da.  Lander,  of  Sloane  Street,  Chelsea,  was  n^^,    p^.  Mann  Burrows,  Vice-president, 

nnanimonsly  elected  a  member.  ^^  ^j^jled  to   the   Chair,   and  briefly  ex- 

A  discussion  having  taken  place  on  the  ^^^  ^^le  object  of  the  meeting,  which  was 

subject  of  Medieal  Reform,  m  consequence  ^  ^j^^  ll,R.U.  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  as 

of  the  Council  having  learned  that  Sir  James  p^^^  ^f  ^^^  Society.     At  the  hist  Amiual 

Graham  was  disposed  to  advise  Her  Majesty  jy^        ^^  ^^  Highness  most  graciously 

theQueen  to  grant  Charters  to  both  Colleges,  ^^^^  ^  wUlingnew  to  accept  Uie  office. 


the  ConncU  believed  would  be  highly  ^^  from  the  intei^t  which  he  has  taken  in 

iqiirioos  to  the  mteresU  of  the  medical  ^^  proceedings  for  some  time  past,  it  is 

profession—  probable  that  the  patronage  of  His  Royal 

It  was  resolved,  Istly,  That  a  Member  be  Highness  will  be  actively  and  benefididly 

reqnestnfl  to  inquire,  m  the  House  of  Com-  verted  in  furthering  the  very  laudable  ob- 

mons,  if  It  be  the  intention  of  Government  -^^  ^f  ^^^  ,^^^,     U  ^^  announced  that 

to  grant  Charters  to  the  existing  Colleges  of  ^^  publication  of  the  Laws,  List  of  Members, 

Phynciuis  and  Surgeons ;  and  that  a  com-  ^^  ^^^j  ^e  deUyed  for  a  few  days. 

mnnication  be  addressed,  by  the  President, 

to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  „.«, „^ 

Department  on  tiie  same  subject.  VARIETIES  OF  SUGAR. 

2dly,  That  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  — ^ 

pixyfeition,   at  this  critical  period,  should         1 .  Purified  or  Refined  Sugar, — ^This  is 

forward  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  addresses,  met  with  in  the  shops  either  in   conical 

praying  that  she  will  be  graciously  pleased  loaves  (Loqf  Sugar) ,  or  truncated  cones 

not  to  grant  any  Charters  to  either  of  the  called   lumps   {Lump    Sugar)  f  of   various 

Colleges  until  the  whole  subject  of  Medical  sizes  and  degrees  of  purity.      Small  lumps 

Reform  shall  have  been  duly  considered  in  are  called  Titlert.     The  finest  refined  sugar 

Fkriiament.  is   perfectly  white,  and   is  termed  double 

3dly,  That  the  attention  of  the  Medical  refined;    the  inferior  kind  has  a  slightly 

AasoGiationB  be  specially  called  to  the  fore-  yellowish  tint,  and  is  called  single  refinea* 

going  resolutions,  and  to  the  present  peculiar  Both  varieties  are  compact,  porous,  friable, 

state  of  medical  affairs ;  and  that  copies  of  and  made  up  of  small  crystalline  grains, 
the  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretaries         2.  Brown  Sugar  occtin  in  commerce  in 

of  the  different  Associations.  the  form  of  a  coarse  powder,  composed  of 

In  consequence  of  some  communications  shining  crystalline  grains.     It  is  more  or 

relative  to  the  late  order  of  the  Poor  Law  less  damp  and  sticky,  and  has  a  peculiar 

Commissioners,  smell  and  a  very  sweet  taste.     lU  colour  is 

It  was  resolved,   that  all  those  Medical  brownish  yellow,  but  varies  considerably  in 

Ofioers  who  may  feel  themselves  aggrieved  intensity.       Mutcovado    or    raw    tugar^ 

by  the  proceedings  token  in  connection  with  sometimes  termed    Foot   Sugar,    has  the 

the  late  General  Medical  Order  of  the  Poor  deepest    colour,    and    is    intermixed    with 

Law  Commissioners,  be  hereby  invited  to  lumps.      Bastard  is  a  finer  kind  prepared 

Ibrward  particulars  of  their  cases  to  the  firom  molasses,  and  the  green  syrups. 
Secretary  of  the  British  Medical  Association,         Raw   sugar  conteins    several  imparities 

Exeter  Hall,  in  order  that  active  measures  from  which  it  may  be  freed  by  the  process 

may  be    taken    for    the    removal    of  the  of  refining.      Ite  colour  is  owing  to  the 

grieraiioe.  presence  of  Uncryttalligable  sugar  (treacle). 

■  The  President,  in  the   absence   of  the  In  an  aqueous  solution  of  raw  sugar  iime 

Secretary,    announced    that    the    Petitions  is  detected  by  oxalic  acid.     By  keeping,  it 

sgreed  to  at  the  last  Half-yearly  General  is  well  known    that  a  strong    raw  sugjsr 

meeting   of  the  Aaaodrntion,   praying  for  becomes  weaV,  \\is2t  Vs,  v^^^  <^Km;:tK)>  «b^ 
JCKlfeii/ile/bnn,«jMl  that  no  Chsrters  should     gniamy.     TVk\i  cVis^B^  ^tolteisnt  \>«ifiid\ 
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atcribet  to  the  action  of  the  Ume.     Sttk-  cryitalliaable  Wftvip,  which  drains  from  the 

pkotphatt  of  Ume  is  another  constituent  of  moulds  in  which  refined  sugar  concretes, 

raw  sBgar.     OhUkumt  and  gwmmy  maitert,  lliese  liquids  result    from    an    alteration 

and  traces  of  iamnie  add,  are  also  present  effected  in  crystallisable  sugar,  and  do  not 

in  raw  sugar.    The  eryttal  iugar  brought  exist  in  Uie  sugar  csne.      Both  of  them 

from  Demerara  (and  St.  Vincent's  ?)  is  the  contain  free.  acid. 

finest  and  purest  kind  of  the  coloured  sugars        1,  Burnt      Sugar. — ^When     sufficiently 

which  are  imported.      Its  colour  is  pale  heated,  sugar  becomes    brown,  erolTes  a 

yellow,  and  its  crystals  are  laiger  and  more  remarkable  odour,  loses  its  sweet  taste,  and 

brilliant  than  the  preceding  Tarieties.     It  is  acquires  bitterness  :  in  this  state  it  is  called 

used  for  sweetening  cc^Qfee.     On  account  of  Caramel  or  Burnt  Sugar ,  and  is  sold,  when 

the  befiure-meDtioBed  impurities,  unrefined  dissoWed  in  water,  as  a  colouring  matter, 

sugar  is  an  improper  article  of  diet  for  those  under  the  name  of  BteenHa  Bma  or  jBrotmi- 

afiicted  with  nlculous  disorders.  ing.     It  is  used  to  colour  soups  and  sauces. 

3.  Sugar  Candg. — ^This  is  crystallised  The  high  coloured  brandies  and  dark  brown 
cane>sugar.  It  is  prepared  from  conoen-  sherries  are  said  sometimes  to  owe  part  of 
trated  syrup.  The  crystals  deposit  them-  thdr  colour  to  this  liquor.  The  brewer,  it 
sdyes,  as  the  liquid  cools,  on  the  sides  of  is  reported,  occasionally  makes  use  of  it  to 
the  vessel  and  on  strings  stretehed  across,  colour  his  beer. 

The  form  of  the  crystals  is  an  oblique  8.  Hard  Confectionary, — Sugar  con- 
rhombic  prism.  Three  idnds  of  candy  are  stitutes  the  base  of  sn  almost  innumerable 
sold —  the  white f  the  brown,  and  the  pink,  variety  of  hard  confectionary,  sold  under 
Powdered  candy  is  used  to  sweeten  coffee.  the    names  of  Lozengee,  BriUianU,  Pipe, 

4.  Aqueoue  Solution*  qf  Sugar. — Sugar  Rock,  Comfits,  Nonpareils,  Bcc.  Besides 
water  is  frequently  used  at  the  table  on  the  sugar,  these  preparations  contain  some 
continent.  Syrup  is  prepared  by  dissohring  flavouring  ingredient,  often  flour  and  gum, 
two  pounds  and  a  half  of  sugar  in  a  wine-  to  give  them  cohesiveness,  and  frequently 
pint  of  water,  by  the  aid  of  a  gentle  heat,  colouring  matter.  Caraway  fruits,  slmonds. 
If  necessary,  it  may  be  darified  by  white  and  pine  seeds,  constitute  the  nuclei  of 
of  egg.     It  is  used  for  sweetening.  some  of  these  preparations. 

5.  Boiled  Sugars. — If  s  small  quantity  9.  Liquorice  Sugar. — An  aqueous  extract 
of  water  be  added  to  sugar,  the  mixture  of  the  root  of  liquorice  (Glycyrrhiza)  is 
heated  till  the  sugar  dissolves,  and  the  extensively  imported  under  the  names  of 
solution  boiled  to  drive  off  part  of  the  water,  Liquorice  Juice,  or,  according  to  the 
the  tendency  of  the  sugar  to  crystallise  is  countrieafromwhich  it  is  brought,  of  SJpcsisil 
diminished,  or,  in  some  cases,  totally  or  Italian  Juice.  Solaxii  Juice  is  most 
destroyed.  To  promote  this  effect,  con-  esteemed.  The  Spanish  extract  is  pre- 
fectioners  sometimes  add  a  small  portion  of  pared  in  Catalonia,  from  the  oommoii 
cream  of  tartar  to  the  solution  while  boiling,  liquorice  plant  {Glycyrrhiza  gUAra),  but 
Sugar,  thus  altered  by  heat,  and  sometimes  the  Italian  extract,  obtained  in  Calabria,  is 
variously  flavoured,  ccmstitutes  several  pre-  procured  from  Q.  echinata.     Extract  of 

.parations  sold  by  the  confectioner.    Barley  liquorice    is    imported    in    cylindrical    or 

Sugar  and  Acidulated  Drops  are  prepared  flattened  rolls,  of  five  or  six  inches  long,  and 

in  this  way  from  white  sugar ; — powdered  about  one  inch  in  diameter,  enveloped  in 

tartaric  acid  being  addjd  to  the  sugar  while  bay-leaves.      Its    principal  constituent    is 

soft,  when  the  drops  are  prepared.     Hard*  Qlycyrrhizin,  or  Liquorice  Sugar,  mixed 

bake  and  7\ifee  are  made  by  a  similar  pro-  with  some  foreign  matters.     If  the  foreign 

cess  from  brown  sugar.    Toffee  differs  from  extract  be  dissolved  in  water,  and  tlie  sdu- 

Hardbake    in    containing    butter.       The  tion  filtered    and    evaporated,    we    obtain 

ornamental  sugar-pieces   or    earamW-tops  Refined  Liquorice ,   but  the  Pipe  Refined 

with  which  pastry-cooks  decorate  their  tarts.  Liquorice  of  the  shops  is  a  very  adulterated 

&c.  are  prepared  in  the  same  way.    If  the  ar^de.    The  Pont^fract  Lozenges  are  madt 

boiled  and  yet  soft  sugar  be  rapidly  and  of  refined  liquorice,  and  are  much  esteemed, 

repeatedly   extended,    and    pulled  over    a  The  lAquorice  Lozenges  are  officinal  in  the 

hook,  it  becomes  opaque  and  white,  and  then  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia,  and  are  directed 

constitutes  Pulled  Sugar  or  Penides,   Pulled  to  be  prepared  of  extract  of  liquorice,  gum, 

sugar,  variously  flavouTed  and  cdoured,  is  and  sugar.    Thsos  is  also  another  liquorice 

sold  in  several  forms  by  the  preparers  of  loxenge  sold  in  the  shops,  under  the  name 

hard  confectionary.  of  Q^ntessence  qf  Liquorice.     Extract  of 

6.  Molasses  and  TYsaele. — ^The  brown,  liquorice  is  used  as  a  flavouring  ingredient, 
saccharine,  viscid  fluid,  which  drains  from  Slowly  dissolved  in  the  mouth,  it  is  taken  to 
raw  sugar  when  placed  in  hogsheads,  is  appease  tickling  cough,  and  to  dlay 
called  MoloMses,  and  is  used  in  toe  prepara-  irritetion  of  the  &uces. 

tion  of  brown  sagar.    It  Is  imported  from        10.  Preserves,  Sfc-^-ln  addition  to  its 

the  Wat  Iadk§  in  caslu*    Chmj  allied  to  dicttitkai  and  coudknenXMi  xmea,  vo^utt  S& 

t^  if  TVeaeie^-tL  rigcid,  diirk*brown,  un*  extensively  emiB\o^«4,V3cidom«i»:v&«x:»aQ\sys^ 
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m  an  antiaeptie ;  that  ia,  to  prevent  the  de-  mediately^  predpitatad.    Tha  contents  of  the 

eoaapoaitum  or  patre£iction  of  organic  sub-  atomach  of  a  peraon  who  was  poisoned  bj 

alaiieea.       A    varietj  of   fmits,    as    well  araenio  in  February,  1834,  which  had  been 

m  aOBaa    roota,  sterna,  and  even    leaves,  looaely  exposed,  and  allowed  to  become  de- 

«a  in  thia  way  preaerved,  some  in  the  moist  composed  daring  a  period  of  upwards  of 

state  (aa  Fruiit  in  Syrup,  and  Preterved  nine  years,  were  next  examined.     A  few 

Gteffr)  others  in  the  dry  state  (as  Candied  drops  of  the  thick  torbid  liquid  were  placed 

Amg^iem^    Candied  Citron,    Orange,  and  in  a  tube  and  boiled  with  dilate  muriatic 

Lmom    Peei»t  and  Cryttalliaed   Pruite).  acid  and  water ;  the  copper  introduced  waa 

In  theae  casea  sugar  acta  by  excluding  air,  covered  with  a  bright  layer  of  metallic  ar- 

or  by  abaorbing  moisture,  or  in  both  of  senic.    The  contents  of  three  other  stomachs 

Iheaa  ways.     In  aome  instances,  perhaps,  taken  from  peraona  who  were  poisoned  by 

ita  e0iowy  may  be  of  another  kind,  as  when  arsenic  in  1835,  1838,  and  1840,  gave  pre- 

it  promotea  ^  solidification  of  vegetable  cisely  similar  results.     In  the  last  case,  the 

jdly.     "  Latterly,"  says  Berzelius,  *'  sugar  whole  of  the  contents,  with  the  food  at  the 

baa  begun  to  be  more  generally  employed  time    contained  in   the  organ,    had   been 

tiian  formerly  for  the  preservation  of  meat,  evaporated  to  a  dry  solid  mass  ;  a  few  grains 

in  consequence  of  a  much  smaller  quantity  of  this  were  sufficient  to  furnish  a  clear  de- 

of  it  being  required  for  preventing  putre*  monstration  of  the  presence  of  arsenic  by 

fretion,  than  of  salt,  while  it  renders  the  the  aid  of  the  test.    In  the  conversion  of  the 

meat  neither  less  savoury  nor  less  nutritive,  metal  to  arsenious  acid,  it  will  at  once  sug- 

Tiah,  whan  gutted,  may  be  equally  well  pre-  gest  itself  that  if  octohedral  crystals  should 

■erved  by  spreading  powdered  sugar  inside  not  be  obtained  by  heating  one  portion  of  cop - 

them." — ifr,  Pereira,  On  Food  and  Diet*  per,    seversl   slips    should    be   introduced 


together  or  separately.     In  all  these  casea 

NEW  TEST  FOR  ARSENIC.  araaiic  wiU  ^ve  bera  discovered  by  the 

appucation  of  Marsh  s  test,  or  sulphu- 
retted  hydrogen  gas  ;  but  the  process 
Thb  one-hundred-and-forty-fourth  part  of  a  would  have  occupied  a  much  longer  time, 
grain  of  arsenious  acid  was  mixed  with  two  and  with  regard  to  Marsh's  test  tli^  metallic 
^oid  drachms  of  milk.  The  mixture  was  arsenic  could  not  have  been  so  speedily  con- 
boDed  with  a  few  drops  of  muriatic  add,  and  verted  to  arsenious  add  in  a  form  convenient 
a  slip  of  copper  was  introduced.  In  less  for  the  identification  of  its  properties. 
than  a  minute  the  metal  was  coated  with  a  Another  useful  application  of  the  copper 
grey  film  of  metallic  arsenic.  Several  pieces  test  may  be  made  in  the  following  way.  If 
were  thus  coated ;  they  were  washed  in  the  arsenic  have  been  thrown  down  from  an 
water,  dried  in  the  heated  current  of  air  over  organic  liquid  in  the  form  of  Impure 
a  spirit  lamp-flame,  and  introduced  into  a  sesquisulphuret,  this  may  be  dried  and  de- 
mall  reduction  tube.  On  applying  a  gentle  flagratcd  with  nitre,  or  decomposd  by  ni- 
beafc  to  Uie  copper,  octohedral  crystals  were  tro-muriatic  add,  whereby  arseniate  of  pot- 
nbtained ;  visible  to  the  eye  in  the  light  of  ash  or  arsenic  add  will  result,  and  the 
the  WUkt  but  plainly  distinguishable  with  a  organic  matter  will  be  entirely  dc^mpoaed. 
Icna  of  low  power.  The  crystab  dissolved  In  the  case  of  deflagration  by  nitre,  the 
in  water  gave  the  usual  reactions  with  the  surplus  nitric  add  should  be  expelled  by 
ammonio-nitrate  of  silver  and  sulphuretted  sulphuric  add,  and  the  arseniate  dissolved 
kydbrogen  gas.  In  a  second  experiment,  the  out  of  the  residue ;  or  if  nitro-muriatic  add 
same  quantity  of  arsenic  was  mixed  with  two  be  used,  the  liquid  may  be  evaporated  to  dry- 
drachms  of  porter;  in  a  third,  a  like  quantity  ness.  On  boiling  either  of  these  products 
lASSk  two  drachms  of  grud,  and  the  copper  with  copper  and  muriatic  add,  the  metallic 
laai  was  applied  with  similar  satis&ctory  arsenic  will  be  readily  procured. — Mr.  T^y- 
reralts.  Each  experiment  was  completed  in  lor,  in  Britiah  and  Foreign  Review. 
about  five  minutes.     Brandy,  containing  a  —^ . — 

te^JS'i'Sr^r'rSK^      EMPLASTRUM  CEKATI  SAPONIS. 
A  few  drops  taken  from  a  bottle  of  port  -»— 

wine,  containing  arsenic,  and  which  had  Although  this  piaster  has  for  many  yeara 

nearly  cauaed  &»  death  of  three  persona  been  extensively  aold,  spread  on  liiiai  or 

about  four  years  ago,  were  next  submitted  calico,  we  have    not  seen  any  published 

to  the  test,  and  the  metal  readily  obteined.  formula  for  it,  and  the  soap  cerate  bdng  too 

In  organic  solids  the  resulte  were  equally  soft  for  use  as  a  plaster,  several  correspon* 

striking :  a  few  grains  of  a  cake  containing  dents  have  inquired  how  they  should  pro- 

araenic,  which  had  been  used  in  an  attempt  ceed  when  emplastrum    cerati  saponis    is 

to  poison,  were  boiled  in  a  small  quantity  of  ordered  in  a  prescription, 
distilled  water,   and  muriatic  add  and  cop  -        The  addition  of   one  part  of  ceratum 
per  added,  when  metMUic  arsenic  waa  im-     saponis  to  two  ^^^  ^^  ciW^Vwi^rQiGDk '^^»aB^% 
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fbnnfl  a  plaster  which,  on  an  emergency, 
might  be  used  in  such  a  case,  the  article  in 
question  not  being  a  preparation  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia.  Bat  the  most  legitimate 
mode  of  reducing  the  cerate  to  the  form  of 
a  plaster  b  to  continue  the  eraporation 
until  all  the  vinegar  is  expelled.  This  me- 
thod is  adopted  at  the  Army  Laboratory, 
where  the  plaster  is  kept,  not  only  spread 
as  usual,  but  also  in  rolls  like  other, 
plasters. 

The  following  is  the  formula  used  at  the 
Army  Laboratory : — 

Common  Tin^ar  (No.  24)    .  8  gallons, 

old  measure. 

White  Castile  soap.         .         .  161b. 

Yellow  wax.  .        .         .  201b. 

GUTeoil.     ....  321b. 

Litharge.     ....  32lb. 

Boil  the  litharge  with  the  vinegar  almost 
to  dryness ;  remove  from  the  fire  and  add 
the  soap,  previously  scraped  or  cut ;  replace 
on  the  fire,  taking  care  to  avoid  empyreuma ; 
then  add  the  wax  and  oil,  melted  and 
strained,  and  continue  the  evaporation, 
stirring  constantiy  until  the  whole  of  the 
vinegar  is  expelled.  The  time  required  for 
completing  tilie  above  quantity  is  three  or 
four  days. 

The  original  recipe  directed  eight  gallons 
of  the  residuum  of  distilled  vinegar  to  be  used 
instead  of  twenty-four  gaUons  of  common 
vinegar.  The  plaster  thus  prepared  has  a 
dark  brown  colour ;  but  when  the  vinegar 
is  used  and  the  plaster  has  been  careftdly 
made,  its  colour  is  not  much  darker  than 
than  that  of  adhesive  plaster.  Hie  emplas- 
trum  cerati  saponis  extensum,  as  usually 
sold,  is  coloured  artificially  with  burnt 
sugar. — PharmaceutiealJoumal, 

BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Facts  and  Observations  relating  to  the  Ad- 
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A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  July  1,  1843. 

Small  Pox 4 

Measles  S3 

Scarlatina  » 

Hooping  Cough  5S 

Croup  S 

Thrush 6 

Diarrhcea    6 

Dysentery  0 

Cholera    1 

Infiuensa 3 

A^e 0 

Typhus    35 

Erysipelas 3 

Syphilis 1 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  14< 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    337 

Diseases  of  the  H«urt  and  Blood-vesaels  ....  33 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    65 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 10 

Childbed 4 

Paramenia 0 

Ovarian  Dropsy 1 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 1 

Rheumatism 1 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 4 

Carbuncle .....' 0 

Ulcer    0 

FistuU  0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 3 

Dropsy,    Cancer,   and   other   Diseaaes    of 

Uncertain  Seat 97 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay M 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lutempe- 

rance Sft 

Causes  not  specified 6 

Deaths  flrom  all  Causes 348 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  LaHtude  51<>  37'  32"M 
Longitude  (P  3'  51"  W.  ftf  Greenmiek. 

June  IMS.     Thbbmombtkb.'  Babombtbb. 


Wednesday  38 
Thursday  .  29 
Friday.  . 
July, 
Saturday 
Sunday  . 
Monday  . 
Tuesday 


80 

1 
3 
8 

4 


from  46  to  63 


41 
48 

SO 
68 
59 
57 


63 
(H 

73 
71 
71 
71 


99^1 

StaC 


59*65  to  39-61 
30-78       39*71 


99*96 

39-96 
99-94 
39iH 


99-71  to  99*«B 

99-81  99*74 

39  91  99*88 

39*88  39-84 

39-91  Stat. 

3996  38-94 

39*99  98-11 


Wind,  N.  on  the  38th;  N.W.  on  the  99th; 
8  W.  fhnn  the  80th  ult.  to  the  7th  instant :  since 
N.  and  N.B. 

Bzcept  the  7th  and  8th,  when  some  rain  UO, 
renrraiiy  clear. 

Rain  ndlen,  *556  of  an  inch. 

Charlbs  Hbnrt  Adams. 


Wednesday   5 

firom  55  to  83 

Thursday  .    6 

68      70 

Friday    .  .    7 

50      69 

Saturday  .    8 

53      60 

Sunday  .  .    9 

46      71 

Monday .  .  10 

47      68 

Tuesday.  .  11 

44      67 
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LECTURES  membranes  covered  the  whole  cerrix  uteri. 

I  immediately  ruptured  them,  and  held  up 
the  head  that  the  liquor  amnii  might  escape. 


ON  THE 


THEORY   AND    PRACTICE    OF  applied  a  binder  firmly  around  the  abdomeot 

MTDW1FFRY  '^^  ^^^  some  brandy   and  water.     The 

'  pains  became  more  frequent,  the  hsmor- 

Deliveredin  the  TheatreofSt,  George^,  ^^J^  «^'  e«d  by  compressing  the  fundiw 

Hosfjital  uteri,  and  gently  dilatmg  the  onnce,  though 

^      '  the  faintness  became  more  distressing,  the 

By  Robkrt  Lee,  M.D.  F.R.S.  d^ild  ^as  expelled  dead  in  about  two  hours, 

and  no  beemorrhage  followed.     The  placenta 

'  was  found  lying,  loose  in  the  vagina,  and  on 

tightening  the  binder,  and  removing  the  after- 

Lecturb  XXXy.  birth,  masses  of  dark-coloured  coagulated 

Om    labourt     eomplieated    with    uterine  ^^^^  escaped  m  such  quantity  as  nearly  to 

Jumorrhage  after  the  delivery  qf  the  ^^  *  wash-hand  basin.    There  had  been  an 

child  and  retention  of  the  placenta.  internal  hamorrhage  going  on  from  the  first 

attack  of  flooding,  and  though  no  discharge 

Since  the  last  lecture,  a  case  of  uterine  took  place  after  the  expulsion  of  these  co- 

hsmorrhage  in  the  ninth  month  of  preg-  agula,  the  patient  remained  for  several  hours 

nancy,   occasioned  by   detachment  of   the  in  a  state  of  the  most  dangerous  exhaustion » 

plaoonta  from  the  superior  part  of  the  uterus,  with  a  pulse  scarcely  to  be  felt  at  the  wrist^ 

vHudi  bad  nearly  proved  fatal,  has  occurred  occasional  complete  loss  of  consciousness^ 

to  me  in  private  practice.     At  nine  in  the  restlessncss,and8evere  attacks  of  retching  and 

morning,  a  lady,  without  having  been  exposed  vomiting.     These  symptoms,  however,  gra- 

to  any  aocident,  or  experiencing  any  uneasy  dually  subsided,  after  the  exhibition  of  a 

lenttion  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  was  large  opiate,  and  she  is  now  recovering  in 

Eoddenly  alarmed  with  a  gush  of  blood  from  the  most  favourable  manner.     In  this  case 

the  T^gina.     I  saw  her  soon  after,  when  an  the  operation  of  turning,  which  I  am  certain 

ooring  of  blood  continued,  but  there  was  no  could  not  have  been  performed  without  the 

Crintness,  feebleness  of  the  pulse,  or  change  employment  of  great  for(»,  would  have  been 

in  the  countenance,  and  no  symptoms  of  la-  attended  with  fbtal  consequences.    Thephig^ 

boor.  The  os  uteri  was  so  high  up,  directed  so  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Bums,. could  hare  had 

macfa  backward,  and  so  closed,  that  I  could  no  efiect  here  in  restraining  the  haemorrhage 

not  ascertain  by  the  usual  examination  whe-  which  was  going  on  within  the  uterus,  and 

ther  or  not  the  placenta  was  presenting,  had  nearly  destroyed  the  patient ;   it  could 

As  the  OTeration  of  turning  was  impossible,  not  have  checked  the  flooding  until  the  '*  os 

eM  applications  were  made  to  the  parts,  an  uteri  was  in  a  proper  state  for  delivery,"  as 

cmiate  was  given  to  prevent  uterine  contrac-  he  asserts.     Had  it  been  possible,  at  the  com- 

tions,  and  Sit  patient  kept  in  the  horizontal  mencement  of  the  attack,  to  have  ascertained 

position  in  a  cool  atmosphere.    The  blood,  with  certainty  whether  or  not  the  placenta 

bowever,  continued  to  flow,  and  slight  pains,  presented,  it  would  have  been  better  practice 

witb  great  faintness  and  sickness,  commenced  then  to  have  ruptured  the  membranes  than 

in  four  hours.     The  os  uteri  was  then  felt  delayed  doing  so  for  some  hours,  as  it  was 

dilated  to  tlie  size  of  half-a-crown,  and  no  evident  from  the  first  that  there  could  be  na 

|nrt  of  the  pbu:enta  presenting ;  the  smooth  safety  till  the  delivery  was  completed.. 
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On  uterine   hismorrhage  between   the  de-  haemorrhage  will  probably  continue  till  the 
livery  of  the  child  and  expulsion  of  the  woman  dies,  or  you  procure  the  assistance  of 
placenta,  some  one  properly  prepared  to  act  in  such  a 
Flooding  sometimes  occurs  in  the  most  <^<^^*      Where  uterine  haemorrhage   takes 
dangerous  form,  immediately  after  the  birth  PJ^e  to  any  considerable  extent  after  the 
of  tiie  child,  where  the  previous  stages  of  ^ii^  of  the  child,  apply  the  binder  firmly 
labour  have  been  managed  in  the  most  judi-  around  the  abdomen,  with  a  pad  of  folded 
cious  manner — where  every  thing  has  been  napkins  under  it  over  the  fundus  uteri,  and 
done  to  quiet  the  action  of  the  heart  and  proceed  immediately  to  extract  the  placenta, 
arteries ;  the  apartment  kept  cool ;   stimu-  Take  off  your  coat,  put  the  cord  upon  the 
lants  avoided ;  voluntary  efforts  to  expel  the  stretch  with  your  left  hand,  and  pass  up  the 
child  discouraged ;  the  binder  applied  and  ^S^^  hand  along  it  into  the  uterus,  dilating 
tightened  in   the  progress  of  the  two  first  the  cervix  if  it  is  contracted,  expanding  the 
stages  of  labour, — in  a  word,  where  every  fingers  to  the  circumference  of  the  placenta, 
thing  that  is  possible  has  been  done  to  pre-  ^^^  pressing  the  portion  of  the  mass  slowly 
vent  theuterus  from  beingsuddenly  emptied  of  from  the  inner  surface  of  the  uterus,  which 
its  contents,  and  afterwards  from  contracting  adheres  to  it,  and  extracting  it  slowly.     TTie 
in  an  irregular  manner.     In  some  women,  in  placenta  in  most  of  these  cases  is  partially 
spite  of  fdl  our  care  and  precautions,  a  pro-  adherent  to  the  uterus,  when  it  requires  to 
fose  discharge  of  blood  immediately  succeeds  ^c   extracted,  and   you  must   take  care  to 
the  delivery  of  the  child,  and  they  would  separate  this  portion  cautiously  with  the 
soon  die  if  we  did  not  interfere ;  and  before  fingers,  before  attempting  to   remove  the 
the  placenta  was  expelled.     A  large  stream  whole   placenta  from  the  uterus.     If  you 
of  blood  flows  from  the  vagina,  which  collects  Sf^asp  with  the  hand  the  detached  portion, 
in  handfuls  around   the  nates,  thighs,  and  and  draw  it  away,  the  adherent  part  will  be 
body  of  the  patient,  so  that  she  is  literally  ^cit  behind,  and  the  patient  wUl  probably 
deluged  with  it,  and  soon  begins  to  suffer  afterwards  be  destroyed  by  hiemorrhage,  or 
the  usual  effects  of  sudden  and  great  loss  of  putrefaction  of  the  portion  retained.     It  is 
blood.     In  other  cases,  a  frightful  rush  of  °ot  requisite  to  pass  the  points  of  the  fingers 
fluid  blood,  a  perfect  torrent,  issues  from  the  between   the  adherent  portion  of  placenta 
uterus  after  the  birth  of  the  child  ;  the  pa-  '^^  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus,  or  ex- 
tient  becomes  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  P^se  this  to  be  torn,  but  to  press  off  this 
not  merely  faint,  but  perfectiy  unconscious  poftion  of  the  placenta  from  it  vrith  the 
of  every  thing  that  is  going  on  around  her  ;  points  of  the  fingers,  as  you  would  a  sponge 
she  neither  sees  nor  hears  any  thing.     Some  adhering  to  a  rock,  which  you  do  not  require 
women  suffer  repeatedly  from  attacks  of  this  *o  touch.     No  man  is  thoroughly  prepared 
description,  and   those  are   peculiarly   ex-  to    undertake    the  charge    of   a  common 
posed  who   have  been  exhausted   by  very  midwifery  case,  who  woiUd  hesitate  to  pass 
protracted  labour.     In  many  other  cases  the  ^P  ^^  ^said  into  the  uterus  and  remove  the 
discharge  of  blood  from  the  uterus   after  placenta,  whether  adherent  or  detached,  if 
the  birth  of  the  child  is  gradual,  in  much  dangerous    haemorrhage    occurred    in    the 
smaller  quantity,  and  attended  with  compa-  interval  between  the  second  and  third  stages 
ratively  little  danger.  of  labour.     If  you  allow  any  woman  to  die 
1  believe  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  ^">™  haemorrhage  at  this  time  without  re- 
respecting  the  method  of  treatment  which  moving  the  placenta,  you  will  justly  be  con- 
ought  to  be  adopted  in  these  cases.     As  the  aidercd  incompetent  to  discharge  the  duties 
placenta  is    wholly  or   partially    detached  of  an  accoucheur,  and  severely  censured, 
from   the  uterus,   and  prevents  its  regular        Sixty-four  cases  of  haemorrhage  between 
contraction,  and  the  coagulation  of  the  blood,  the  birth  of  the  child  and  expulsion  of  the 
in  the  exposed  vessels  like  a  foreign  body,  after-birth  occurred  in  the  Dublin  Lying-in 
^  placenta  must  be  extracted  artificially  Hospital  during  the  residence  of  Dr.  Collins ; 
without  delay,  and  compression  of  the  fundus  ^°  '*^  of  the  64  the  haemorrhage  continued 
uteri  and  all  other  means  actively  employed,  '^^^  the  removal  of  the  placenta.     In  45, 
to  cause  the  uterus  to  contract  in  a  regular  the  haemorrhage  was  slight,   at  least  not 
and   permanent    manner.      The  principles  alarming ;  and  in  the  remaining  19  it  was 
which  ought  to  guide  you  here  are  perfectiy  severe.     In  17  of  the  64,  assistance  became 
obvious;   but  if  you  are  frightened  at  the  necessary  in  the  course    of  the  first    15 
fliddennesB  of  the  accident,  and  the  appalling  minutes  after  the  birth  of  the  child  ;  in  3  in 
loss  of  blood,  you  may  hesitate  to  pass  20 ;  in  6  in  30 ;  and  in  7  in  45  minutes ; 
up  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  and  try  by  in  12  in  1  hour;  in  7  in  1^  hour;  and  in  8 
pulling  upon  the  funis  to  bring  away  the  ^2  hours.  In  4  cases  the  time  is  not  noted, 
placenta.     If  you  do  so,  the  uterus  may  be  In  13  of  the  64  cases,  the  placenta,  on  the 
JDveiied,  or,  what  is  mndi  more  probable,  introduction  of  the  hand,  was  found  firmly 
tibe  cord  will  be  brokeB  oft  daw  to  the  adherent;   in  8  cases    the  hour-glass,  or 
pi»centa,  and  it  will  be  left  behind,  aqd  the  ^negaW,  coutractioTi  was  ^iresent,  and  in  43 
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its  ranoTBl  was  easily  effected.     Fire  recommended,    and    there    are    now    few 

of  the  64  were  premature  labours  ;  viz.  one  practitioners  in  this  country  who  are  not 

■ttbe  fifth  month ;  three  at  the  seventh ;  and  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  binder 

one  at  the  eighth  month.     Seven  of  the  64  and  pad,  in  exciting  permanent  and  regular 

women  died ;  two  only  from  the  effects  of  uterine  contractions.     Dr.  M'Keevor  states, 

the  hsemoiTfaage ;  of  the  other  five  two  died  that  in  1815  it  was  recommended  by  Dr. 

of  puerperal  fever ;  one  of  extensive  disease  Labatt  in  his  lectures,  and  for  a  number  of 

of  the  vagina  with  laceration  ;   one  of  in-  years  before  this  Dr.  Labatt  was  accustomed 

iammation  of  the  uterus ;  and  one  chiefly  of  to   recommend  a  thick  firm  pad,  or  com- 

dfaease  of  Che  lungs.  press,  over  the  pubes  previous  to  the  applica- 

At  present  I  am  unable  to  state  the  exact  tion  of  the  ordinary  binder,  where  in  former 

mimber  of  cases  of  this  variety  of  uterine  labours  uterine  haemorrhage  had  taken  place. 

haemorrhage  which  I  have  seen,  or  present  Dr.  M^Keevor  states,  that  of  6665  women 

yon  with  a  tabular  view  of  them,  and  the  re-  delivered  during  the  years  1819  and  1820, 

odti.  only   25   were  attacked  with  haemorrhage 

Om  nttrimt  *«»orr».ye  rfter  the  expuUUm  ^  "".  ^  "J  "*«  ""W-   .^f  *^^'  " 

or  extraction  if  the  placenta.  occurred  before  the  expul8.on  of  the  pUoenta, 

^         "^  ten  afterwards,   and  in  all  the   result  was 

But  one  of  the  most  dangerous  varieties  of  favourable.     He  saw   only  two  fatal  cases 

uterine  luemorrhage  is  that  which  follows  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  Dublin  Lying- 

tfae  natural  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  or  its  in  Hospital,   and  he  attributes  this  small 

lemoval  from  the  uterus  by  art.     Sometimes  mortality  to  the  entire  process  of  parturition 

the  blood  escapes  in  great  quantities  from  being  understood ;  to  the  unassisted  gradual 

tlM  uterus  immediately  after  the  removal  of  efforts  of  the  uterus ;  partly  to  the  patients 

tlie  placenta,  and  the  pulse  ceases  at  the  having  been  kept  cool  and  quiet,  free  from 

wrist,  and  consciousness  is  entirely  lost  in  a  all  sources  of  disturbance  and  irritation ; 

fisw  seconds.    There  is  no  symptom  before  but,  above  all,  to  the  careful  application  of 

labour  has  commenced,  or  during  its  pro-  the  binder  immediately  after  delivery,  by 

greM,  to  warn  you  of  what  is  about  to  take  which  means  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta, 

place.     The  child  has  been  safely  delivered,  and    the    permanent    contractions    of    the 

tbe  placenta  has  come  away  in  a  short  time,  uterus,   ore  most   effectually  secured,  and 

and  while  you  are  perhaps  congratulating  whenever  any  tendency  to  hsemorrhage  did 

joorself  on  the  happy  termination  of  the  occur  before  the  removal  of  the  placenta 

kboar,  the  blood  begins  to  trickle  over  the  the  first  point  invariably  attended  to  was  to 

bed  1^)on  the  floor,  or  the  patient  suddenly  tighten  tbe  binder,  and  in  the  event  of  this 

complains  ai  great  faintness.     In  such  cases  not  succeeding,  a  thick  firm  compress,  made 

time  may  be  either  a  want  of  uterine  con-  by  folding  a  couple  of  large  coarse  napkins 

traction,  or  the  contractions  may  not  be  into  a  square  form,  was  placed  over  the  region 

permanent,  but  be  followed  by  relaxation  and  of  the  uterus,  and  the  binder  again  adjusted. 

the  effusion  of  a  large  quantity  of  blood,  In  the  great  minority  of  instances,  these, 

whieh    may    either    appear  externally,    or  with  the  admission  of  cool  air,  checked  the 

remain  to  become  coagulated,  and  distend  the  discharge ;  if  not  sufficient,  additional  pres- 

ntems.     For  several  hours  after  delivery,  in  sure  was  made  with  the  hands, 
•ome  cases,    this  alternate  relaxation   and        At   the  same  time  that  you    efficiently 

contractiongoeson,  tothegreathaxardof  the  compress  the  fundus  uteri  with  the  binder 

patient,  and  if  her  condition  be  not  clearly  and  pad,  cold  should  be  vigorously  applied 

ascertained,  and  the  proper  remedies  be  em-  to  excite  the  contractions  of  the  uterus.     The 

ployed,  death  may  unexpectedly  take  place,  best  mode  of  doing  this  is  to  plunge  a  large 

By  hi  the  most  important  remedies  in  napkin  in  a  pitcher  of  cold  water,  and  dash  it 

those    cases    of   uterine    haemorrhage    are  suddenly  against  the  external  parts,  the  nates 

constant  and   powerful   pressure  over   the  and  thighs  ;  and  this  should  be  repeated  till 

fendns  uteri,  the  application  of  cold  around  the  uterus  contracts  and  the  violence  of  the 

the  pelvis,  and  the  free  administration  of  haemorrhage  is  controlled.     I  am  satisfied 

wine,  brandy,  and  other  stimulants :  ergot  is  that  this  is  the  most  efficacious  method  of 

indicated,  but  it  most  frequently  produces  applying  cold  to  excite  uterine  contractions ; 

BO  effect.  The  pressure  and  cold  are  always  it  is  far  less  formidable  than  pouring  water 

within  our  reach,  however  sudden  the  attack  from  a  height  over  the  naked  abdomen,  but 

may  be.      The  hypogastrium    should    be  it  is  not  less  efficacious,,  and  it  possesses 

atrongly  compressed  with  the  binder,  and  a  these  decided  advantages  over  the  other  me- 

rl  of  folded  napkins  placed  under  it,  and  thod,  that  while  the  application  is  made  to 
addition  the  hand  should  be  firmly  applied  the  external  parts,  nates  and  thighs,  the 
over  the  fundus  uteri.  I  do  not  know  who  pressure  of  the  binder  and  pad  is  not  with- 
it  was  that  first  employed  compression  of  drawn  fi'om  the  hypogastrium,  the  position 
llie  fundus  uteri  in  cases  of  flooding  after  of  the  patient  is  not  changed  from  the  side  to 
the  birth  of  the  child ;  but  it  has  been  often  the  back,  the  bed  ift  tvot\T\>axidAN.^'«iSS^^'Q^Kc  <« 
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and  the  application  can  be  repeated  as  often ,  cannot  accnmulate  within  the  ntems,  and  if 

and  continued  as  long,  as  the  urgency  of  the  they  have  been  permitted  to  collect  in  conse- 

symptoms  may  require.     The  abdomen  may  quence  of  neglect,  then  expulsion  will  im- 

be  exposed  once,  and  cold  water  poured  over  mediately  follow  the  use  of  proper  com- 

it  from  a  height,  and  the  uterus  made  to  con-  pression  of  the  hypogastrium,  without  the 

tract,  and  the  flow  of  blood  be  arrested  for  a  introduction  of  the  hand.     Nor  do  I  consider 

time,  but  relaxation  of  the  uterus  may  follow  it  necessary,  to  excite  uterine  contractions, 

after  a  short  interval,  and  the  haemorrhage  that  the  hand  should  ever  be  introduced  into 

be  renewed  again  with  equal  violence  as  at  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  after  the  removal  of 

first,  but  we  cannot  with  propriety  expose  the  placenta.     I  am  fully  convinced,  from 

the  abdomen  a  second  time,  and  empty  over  repeated  observation,  that  this  practice,  vrfaich 

it  from  a  height  the  contents  of  a  great  de-  is  so  common  as  to  be  almost  unhrersal  in 

canter  or  kettle.     Besides,  by  adopting  this  this  country  at  the  present  time,  is  often  not 

practice,  we  sacrifice  the  whole  of  the  effects  only    ineffectual    for  the  purpose,   in  the 

derived  from  pressure  on  the  fundus  uteri,  worst  cases  of  flooding,  but  that  it  is  often 

The  application  of  a  napkin  soaked  in  vinegar  followed  by  the  most  pernicious  effects ;  the 

and  water  to  the  parts  is  often  sufficient,  coagula  which  nature  has  formed  have  been 

along  with  the  binder,  to  restrain  the  hiemor-  displaced  by  the  hand,  and  the  uterus  has 

rhage  where  it  is  not  very  profuse.  not  been  excited  by  the  stimulus  of  it  to  ae- 

I  have  very  seldom  introduced  a  plug  of  cure  a    permanent  contraction.       In    the 

any  kind  into  the  vagina  in  these  cases,  but  greater  number  of  fatal  cases  of  uterine  hae- 

when  there  has  been  a  draining  of  blood  from  morrhage  after  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta 

the  uterus,  after  the  practice  now  described  which  have  come  under  my  observation,  the 

has  been  employed,  a  large  soft  sponge  passed  hand  had  been  introduced  into  the  cavity, 

into  the  vagina,  and  pressed  up  against  the  and  the  closed  fist  had  been  pressed  for  a 

OS  uteri,  has  appeared  in  some  cases  to  pro-  longer   or  shorter  time   round  and  round 

mote  the  coagulation  of  the  blood.     The  against  the  lining  membrane,  to  make  the 

sponge,  however,  cannot  be  employed  with  uterus  contract.     I  do  not  recollect  a  single 

safety  after  the  expulsion  of  the  child  and  pla-  fatal  case,  where  the  unfortunate  result  could 

centa,  unless  the  uterus  be  firmly  compressed  be  fairly  attributed  to  the  want  of  the  intro- 

above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  to  prevent  its  duction  of  the  hand  into  the  cavity  of  the 

becoming  distended  with  blood.     More  fre-  uterus,   and   the   friction   of  the  knuckles 

quently  I  have  had  recourse,  with  good  effect,  against  the  lining  membrane.     I  have  re- 

to   the  introduction  of   several  pieces    of  peatedly  passed  the  hand  into  the  uterus  to 

smooth  ice  into  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina,  produce  contraction,  but  it  has  refiised  to 

and  allowing  them  to  remaint  here,  in  contact  obey  the  stimulus  of  the  hand ;  it  has  re> 

with  the  osuteri,  and  be  dissolved — or  pieces  mained  like  a  soft  flaccid  bag,  more  like  a 

of  ice  have  been  inclosed  in  a  bladder  and  laid  piece  of  intestine  than  uterus,  and  the  blood 

over  the  pubes.  has  continued  to  pour  down  the  arm,  until 

Other  means  besides  those  now  described  the  hand  has  been  withdrawn,  and  more 

have  been  recommended  in  cases  of  flooding  efficient  remedies  employed.      Leronx  was 

after  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta.     It  has  well  aware  that  the  stimulus  of  the  hand 

been  proposed  to  inject  cold  water  into  the  would  not  in  all  cases  excite  the  nteros  to 

cavity  of  the  uterus  by  means  of  the  stomach-  contract,  for  he  observes, '  *  where  the  os  uteri 

pump,   and  favourable  reports  have  been  is  contracted,  the  means  indicated  by  Levret 

given  of  the  practice.     The  effect,  I  think,  are  very  efficacious,  and  remove  the  hsemor- 

would  be  similar  to  directing  forcibly  a  stream  rhage  as  if  by  a  charm.     But  it  is  not  so  in 

of  cold  water  against  a  stump  soon  after  complete  inertia  of  the  uterus ;  often  it  is 

amputation ;  the  ooagulum  in  the  cavity  of  widely  dilated,  and  offers  no  resistance  to  the 

the  uterus  and  in  the  orifices  of  the  vessels  introduction  of  the  hand.     The  introduction 

would  be  all  washed  away:  nevertheless,  it  even  of  the  whole  hand  excites  little  sensatloni 

mightperhapsbeadvantageousinsomedespe-  and  the  woman  will  promptly  perish  from 

rate  cases.     Port  wine  and  water  as  cold  as  the  hsemorrhage,  if  other  means  more  active 

possible.  Dr.  Collins  says,  injected  into  the  and  certain  are  not  employed  to  prevent  it.'* 

rectum,  has  been  of  service.     Some  of  the  The  tampon  or  plug  is  the  remedy  Leronx 

earlier  writers  on  midwifery,  and  many  in  recommends  in  cases  of  flooding  after  de- 

the  present  century,  have  strongly  recom-  livery,  and  he  affirms  that  it  will  often  soe- 

mended  the  introduction  of  the  hand  within  oeed  in  stopping  the  flow  of  blood  when  all 

the  uterus  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  other  means  fail.      Dr.  Dewees  observes 

coagula  accumulated  within  the  cavity,  and  to  '*  that  he  has  not  found  it  necessary  to  intro- 

excite  the  uterus  to  contract.     But  it  is  not  dnce  the  hand  for  the  purpose  of  stopping 

necessary  to  pass  the  hand  into  the  uterus  an  hiemorrhage  after  the  expulsion  of  the 

for  the  removal  of  coaguhi,  because  if  the  placenta,  during    the    last    five-and-thirty 

binder  has  been  properly  applied,  and  strong  years,  and  he  regards  the  practice  as  always 

pressure  made  over  the  fimdua  uteri,  clots  frightM,  and  oftentimes  unnecessary  and 
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pernicious.  But  it  is  difficult  to  subTert  an  case."  Without  passing  the  whole  hand  into 
established  mode  of  practice,  howerer  un-  the  uterus,  it  is  impossible  to  know  where 
sound,  and  probably  some  of  you,  without  the  placenta  adheres.  Most  frequently  it  is 
much  reflection,  because  you  have  heard  this  to  the  posterior  part  of  the  body  and  fundus ; 
recommended,  will  pass  up  the  hand  into  the  the  hand,  therefore,  if  introduced  like  a 
cavity  of  the  uterus  after  the  expulsion  of  tourniquet,  as  here  reoommended,wouldcom- 
the  placenta,  on  the  very  first  occasion  that  press  the  anterior  wall,  or  that  part  of  the 
you  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  remove  uterus  where  there  were  no  bleeding  ves- 
all  the  coagula,  and  rub  the  inner  surface  with  sels.  Mauriceau  recommends  that  women 
the  fist  till  you  are  tired,  without  effect.  I  who  are  subject  to  flooding  after  delivery 
have  seen  cases  repeatedly  where  this  had  been  should  be  bled  twice  or  thrice  from  the  arm 
diligently  performed  by  those  who  had  ne-  during  pregnancy,  and  once,  or  oftener,  after 
glected  to  apply  the  pad  and  binder,  and  all  labour  has  commenced.  There  are  cases  of 
the  other  means  now  described.  If  you  pass  uterine  haemorrhage  after  the  delivery  of  the 
the  hand  at  all  within  the  parts,  which  I  child  and  expulsion  of  the  placenta  uncon- 
strongly  suspect  you  will  do,  let  me  entreat  nected  altogether  with  plethora,  or  an  ex- 
yon  to  carry  it  no  further  than  the  os  uteri,  cited  state  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  and 
which  you  may  with  much  less  risk  and  with  where  bleeding  and  low  diet  do  not  prevent 
greater  effect  press  and  rub  with  the  fingers  the  accident.  Rupturing  the  membranes  at 
and  irritate,  than  the  inner  surface  of  the  the  very  commencement  of  labour  is  by  for 
body  and  fundus  of  the  uterus.  the  best  remedy,  the  only  thing  indeed  upon 

Ajiother  reason  has  been  assigned  for  pass-  which  any  dependence  can  be  placed. 
ing  the  hand  within  the  uterus  in  cases  of  I  have  had  no  experience  of  the  effects 
flooding  after  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  of  transfusion  of  blood  in  cases  of  nte- 
and  which  is  the  least  satisfactory  of  all ;  it  rine  hsemorrhage.  Some  have  been  pub- 
is, diat  the  part  of  the  uterus  where  the  lished  in  support  of  the  practice,  but,  as  Dr. 
placenta  was  attached,  from  which  the  blood  Merriman  observes,  they  are  far  from  con- 
is  flowing,  may  be  compressed  like  a  toumi-  elusive.  Few  women,  if  any,  have  been 
qnet  between  the  hand  in  the  uterus,  and  the  saved  by  it.  Dr.  Blundell  has  given  an 
other  hand  over  the  hypogastrium.  account  of  six  cases  in  which  injection  into 

"  My  belief  now  is,''  says  Dr.  Gooch,  the  human  veins  was  attempted.     A  woman 

**  that  when  haemorrhage  occurs  after  the  had  lost  a  large  quantity  of  blood  after  the 

removal  of  the  placenta,  the  quickest  way  to  expulsion  of  the  child.     She  had  ceased  to 

stop  it  is  to  introduce  the  left  hand  closed  respire,  when  sixteen  ounces  of  blood,  pro- 

witliin  the  uterus,  apply  the  right  hand  open  cured  by  venesection,  were  thrown  into  the 

to  the  outside  of  the  abdomen,  and  then  bleeding  vein  of  the  arm.     No  signs  of 

between  the  two  to  compress  the  part  where  resuscitation  were  observed.     In  a  man  who 

the  placenta  was  attached,  and  from  which  had  lost  a  large  quantity  of  blood  by  the 

chiefly  the  blood  is  flowing :  when  the  hand  bursting  of  an  artery,  it  was  not  more  suc- 

is  introduced  merely  as  a  stimulant,  there  is  cessfiil.     In  a  third  case  it  was  equally  un- 

an  interval  of  time  between  its  arrival  within  successful.     No  effect  was  produced  by  it  in 

the  uterus  and  the  secure  contraction  of  this  a  woman  dying  from  puerperal  fever  and 

organ,  during  which  much  blood  is  often  loss  of  blood.     In  a  case  of  scirrhus  of  the 

lost.    By  directing  the  hand  to   the  very  pylorus  it  was  employed,  and  the  man  died 

veneb  fi!^m  which  it  issues,  and  compressing  fifty-six  hours  after  the  operation.      Dr. 

them  as  I  have  described,  this  quantity  is  Ashwell  has  related  a  case  of  labour  with 

saved.     If  I  may  judge  by  my  feeling,  the  placental  presentation,  where  transfusion  was 

blood  stops,  in  a  great  degree,  even  before  twice    performed    without    success.      Ten 

the  uterus  contracts ;  the  hand  acts  first  as  ounces  of  blood,  which  flowed  copiously 

•  tourniquet,  then  as  a  stimulant.      It  is  from  a  healthy  young  woman,  were  injected 

true  we  cannot  tell  with  certainty  where  the  by  Dr.   Collins   into  the  median  vein  of 

placenta  was  *  attached,  and    consequently  a  patient  dying  from  uterine  haemorrhage, 

where  the  pressure  should  be  applied ;  but  but  it  did  not  seem  to  have  any  more  effect 

as  it  is  generally  attached  to  or  near  the  than  causing  the  woman  to  mutter  indis- 

fimdus,  if  the  pressure  be  directed  there,  it  tinctly  ;  the  circulation  was  not  improved, 

will  generally  be  right.     Besides,  after  the  and  she  expired  a  few  minutes  after  the 

child  is  bom  it  is  often  several  minutes  operation.     Other  cases  have  been  recorded 

before  the  placenta  separates  and  descends :  with  equally  unsatisfactory  results,  which  it 

if,  during  this  interval,  we  pass  up  the  finger  is  unnecessary  to  quote, 
•long  the  cord,  and  observe,  at  its  entrance         After  attacks  of  uterine  haemorrhage,  the 

into  the  uterus,  whether  it  turn  towards  the  patient  should  not  be  raised  from  the  hori- 

point,  the  back,  the  right  or  left  side,  or  xontal  position  for  several  hours,  and  the 

straight  up  to  the  fundus,  we  shall  form  a  strength  should  be  supported  by  wine,  beef- 

tcderably  exact  idem  of  the  spot  to  which  the  tea,  and    light   ivQiumViTnieoX.    '^tveA^  vcv 

placenta  bii  been  Mttached  in  this  Indiridaal  gnul  some^amt*  «igrties'i«\ff^'^raA\2kT«s^{^^ 
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A  good  large  dose  of  the  liquor  opii  sedatiYus  remove  it.  Where  retention  of  the  placenta 
often  produces  the  most  decided  benefit  after  arises  from  contraction  of  the  cenriz  uteri, 
the  haemorrhage  has  ceased  ;  there  are  few  which  is  the  condition  termed  hour-glass  con- 
cases  before  this  in  which  opium  does  good,  traction,  the  fingers  in  a  conical  form  should 
though  it  is  constantly  given  in  all  the  be  introduced,  the  dilatation  of  the  part  effect* 
yarieties  of  flooding,  even  when  the  great  ed,  and  the  placenta  removed.  Sometimesitis 
object  is  to  ezdte  uterine  action.  Where  possible  to  extract  the  placenta  when  only 
recovery  is  to  take  place  after  uterine  the  fore  and  middle  fingers  can  be  introduced 
heemorrhage,  8a3r8  Dr.  M .  Hall,  the  pallor  through  the  cervix,  as  in  cases  of  placental 
of  the  countenance,  the  disposition  to  syn-  presentation  with  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri, 
cope,  the  coldness  of  the  extremities,  the  Occasionally,  the  cervix  is  so  closely  con- 
feeble  state  of  the  pulse,  and  interrupted  tracted  that  it  is  impossible  to  remove  the 
respiration,  pass  gradually  away.  Where  placenta,  and  it  remains  in  the  cavity  of  the 
the  case  is  to  terminate  fatally,  the  symp-  uterus  till  putrefaction  takes  place,  and  the 
toins  gradually  assume  a  more  alarming  patient  is  destroyed  by  the  absorption  of 
aspect,  the  countenance  becomes  pale  and  putrid  animal  matter.  The  best  means  of 
sunk,  the  respiration  stertorous,  and  the  obviating  the  effects  of  these  is  to  inject 
pulse  cannot  be  felt  at  the  wrist.  There  is  into  the  uterus  and  vagina  plenty  of  tepid 
great  restlessness,  and  before  death  one  or  water,  solutions  of  chloride  of  soda  and  lime, 
more  fits  of  convulsions  sometimes  oc-  and  decoction  of  oak  bark.  Where  the  pla- 
cur.  Where  recovery  takes  place,  in  gome  centa  is  retained  by  morbid  adhesion,  it 
women  it  is  astonishing  how  little  permanent,  should  be  removed  as  already  described, 
inconvenience  is  felt  from  the  great  loss  of  The  best  method  of  preventing  accidents 
blood  which  they  have  sustained.  In  the  arising  from  retention  of  the  placenta,  ma 
course  of  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  the  effects  has  already  been  repeatedly  stated,  ia  to  ap* 
have  entirely  disappeared ;  and  this  is  the  ply  the  binder  immediately  after  the  birth  of 
most  common  result.  In  some  women,  a  the  child,  to  make  pressure  with  the  hand 
violent  determination  of  blood  takes  place  over  the  fundus  uteri  at  short  intervals,  and 
to  the  brain,  marked  by  heat,  strong  pulsa-  slight  traction  upon  the  cord  downward  and 
tlons  of  the  carotid  and  temporal  arteries,  backward  in  the  direction  of  the  hollow  of 
intolerance  of  light,  and  all  the  symptoms  of  the  sacrum.  By  these  means  the  upper  part 
inflammation  of  the  brain  or  its  membranes,  of  the  uterus  usually  goes  on  contracting 
A  strong  febrile  attack  is  also  sometimes  till  the  placenta  is  detached  and  pressed 
experienced  without  an  increased  determina*  down  through  the  os  uteri  into  the  vagina, 
tion  of  blood  to  any  particular  organ.  In  all  cases,  whatever  the  cause  of  the  reten* 
These  affections  of  the  brain  and  nervous  tion  may  be,  if  the  placenta  at  the  end  of  an 
system  are  aggravated  by  depletion.  The  hour  is  not  detached  from  the  uterus  and 
patient  should  be  kept  in  a  cool,  dark  room,  expelled,  it  should  be  withdrawn  artificially, 
and  mild  cathartics,  anodynes,  and  antispas-  The  difficulty  of  removing  portions  of  pla* 
modics,  occasionally  given.  Where  there  is  centa  adhering  with  more  than  natural  firm- 
much  headache  and  throbbing,  a  few  leeches  ness  to  the  uterus,  or  retained  by  contrac- 
should  be  applied  to  the  temples,  and  a  cold  tion  of  the  cervix,  is  only  increased  by  delay- 
lotion  to  the  scalp.  ing  to  interfere  after  an  hour  has  elapsed  firom 

the  delivery  of  the  child.     The  seventh  report 

On  retention  ({f  the  placenta,  jn  ^y  CUnical  Midwifery  contains  the  his- 

Atony,  inertia,  or  want  of  uterine  con-  tones  of  thirty-one  cases  of  retained  placenta, 

traction,  spasmodic  or  irregular  contraction  I  am  indebted  to  £.  Johnson,  Esq.  for  the 

of  the  uterus,  and  morbid  adhesion  of  the  following  abstract  of  these  cases,  and  for  all 

placenta  to  the  uterus,  are  the  three  causes  the  other  tables  which  will  hereafter  be  em- 

usually  assigned  for  retention  of  the  placenta  ployed  to  illustrate  the  different  varieties  of 

heyond  the  usual  period.     Retained  placenta  complicated  labour. 

from  inactivity  of  the  uterus  occurs  most        Dr.  J.  Ramsbotham  relates  11  fatal  cases 
frequently  after    protracted    labours  ;    the  of  retained  placenta.     66  cases  of  retention 
uterus  remains  so  soft  that  it  can  be  distin-  of  the  placenta  requiring  the  introduction  of 
guished  with  difliculty  from  the  other  viscera  the  hand  occurred  to  Dr.   Collins  in  the 
in  the  hypogastrium.      It  does  not  form  a  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital;  37  from  want 
hard  defined  body,  as  it  does  when  tiioroughly  of  proper  uterine  action;    19   from  spas- 
contracted.    There  are  no  pains,  or  only  modic  or  irregular  action ;    and  10  where 
feeble  pains,  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  the  placenta  was  adherent.     In  24  of  the 
there  is  no  lengthening  of  the  cord.      In  66  there  was  slight  hiemorrhage ;  6  of  the 
these  cases  the  uterus  should  be  firmly  oom-  women  died.     Dr.  Churchill  states  that  in 
pressed,  and  the  ergot  of  rye  and  stimulants  859,250  cases  of  labour,  retention  of  the 
given.    At  the  end  of  an  hour  after  the  birth  placenta  occurred  392  times,  or  about  1  in 
of  the  cbUd,  if  the  ntenu  doea  not  contract  6611.     In  186  cases  where  the  result  to 
^</  expel  the  plweata,  peBS  up  the  hand  and  the  mot]bBT  \b  ^Ntn,  ^^  ^&4,  ^  «h^\)X.\xi  ^ . 
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ANATOMY   AND   PHYSIOLOGY. 

Bv  Robert  Knox,  M.D.  F.R.S.E. 
Lcctnrer  on  Anmnmy  and  Ptoiiobigy,  ud  Cor. 

rrap-miJiriK  MFnibvr-uf  IhcFraich  AcwtemT  of 

tCoDliQDCd  rron  p.  SM.] 
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Sacral  vertebra. 
Anatomists    hivd    laid  down    discri- 
jninaling  charui'tcrg  for  (he  male  and 

female eiicrum  hb a  uliolc,  ihat  it,  after 
the  invcrtcbml  li  game  ills  and  BoftparlA 
Imd  disapiicarc'd,  and  tlie  five  vmrtebtK 
had  Ijecume  united  Inlo  one.  They  de- 
scribed the  female  sacrum  as  broader 
shortef,  Hint  more  concave,  than  the 
male  ;  and  this,  I  think,  will  stUl prove 
the  correct  opinion  as  lo  the  greater 
number.  But  I  quite  agree  with  Mr, 
South  ae  to  the  fact  of  there  being  great 
varieties  in  all  these  matters. 
Do  the  sacral  vertehne  belonR  to  all 


last  lumbar  occasiouHlly  eo  strongly  re- 
semble tuch  olher,  that  they  can 
scarcL'ly  be  distinguished  from  each 
other ;  the  tirst,  second,  third,  and 
fourth,  partially  form  alone  the  ar- 
ticulation with  the  OS  niiominntura 
the  liC^h  has  nothing  lo  do  with  it. 
They  have  different  relations,  then,  to 
the  adjoining  struetures,  and  moreover, 
it  is  generally  underxtood  or  admitted 
that  betiidcG  having  all  the  elements  of 
true  verlebrie,  though  called  false,  they 
combine  in  addition  a  «crieB  of  rudi- 
mentary rilia  undistinguishablj-  nnited 
by  bony  union  with  their  iranBverse 
processes.  There  ig  every  probiibiliiy 
that,  in  addilion  to  ven'  large  proccues, 
these  eacnd  vcrlcbriG  do  carry  upon  the 
anterior  surface  of  these  processes  ru- 
dimentary ribs;  but  siill  there  lies  a 
difficulty  in  fully  coming  to  this  eon- 
elusion.  It  is  this.  When  Meckel 
publitihcd  his  work  on  General  and 
Deeeriutive  Anatomy  (a  tranalation 
of  which,  by  Jourdan,  shortly  af- 
terwards appeared,  and  from  whieh 
translation  into  French  I  quote),  be 
mainlaincd  the  doctrine,  that  the 
thor.icic  ribs  were  merely  the  fnlly 
developed  anieriop  roots  of  the  trans* 
terSe  processeB  of  the  dorsal  ver- 
.  tebrie.    Now  this  theory,  so  soon  as 
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be  incorrect  J  in  fact,  there  were  pre-  especially  from  the  finely-formed  Euro- 

parations  in  the  museum  which  refuted  pean  female  pelvis  ;  it  resembles,  also — 

It :  one,  in  particular,  of  a  seventh  cer-  a  fact  which  is  well  known  to    the 

vical  vertebra,  where  the  transverse  pro-  transcendental  anatomist — the  pelvis  of 

cess  was  distinctly  double,  that  is,  had  an  the  lower  mammals,  whether  male  or 

anterior  and  a  posterior  root,  with  a  female.    To  them  it  bears  the  strictest 

considerable  aperture    between    them  resemblance  in  as  far  as  the  structures 

for  the  passage  of  the  vertebral  vein ;  will  admit.    I  shall  describe  the  par- 

in  front  of  the  anterior  root  was  another  ticulars  of  its    form   more    minutely 

aperture,  and  then  came  a  cervical  rib ;  afterwards,  merely  remarking  here  that 

thus,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  Meckel  the  introitus,  and,  indeed,  general  form 

being  in  error  in  respect  to  his  theory  of  the  cavity,  is  an  elongated  square 

that  the  ribs  are  merely  the  prolonged  rather  than  an  oval ;  the  sides,  formed 

anterior  roots  of  the  transverse  processes  by  the  ossa  innominata,  are    nearly 

of  the  vertebraj.    Now  to  apply  this  to  straight ;  the  cavity  is  of  equal  breadth 

the  human  sacrum,  it  is  easy  to  show  throughout,  and   the  anteroposterior 

many  specimens  of  the  youne^  bones  measurement  of  the  introitus  is   the 

where  each  lateral  mass  of  eacn  sacral  larger ;  any  one  may  recognise  in  this 

vertebra   is   growing  by  two  distinct  the  pelvis  of  the  lower  mammals.  Now, 

germs  j  but  whether  these  germs  re-  should  the  pelvis  durine  its  develop- 

present  the  one  the  transverse  process,  ment  continue  of  this  snape,  or  even 

the  other  the  rib,  as  in  the  dorsal  ver-  maintain  it  to  a  certain  extent,  then  we 

tebrs  (in  which  vertebra)  the  anterior  have    a    misshapen   pelvis,    common 

root    has    entirely    disappeared),    or  enough  in  females  both  here  and  on  the 

whether  these  two  germs  on  each  side  continent :  the  pelvis  continues,  to  a 

represent  merely  the  anterior  and  pos-  certain  extent,  to  maintain  its  fcDtal 

terior  roots,  or  whether  both  are  present  form;  there  is  a  kind  of  arrest  of  de- 

and  rudimentary  ribs  also ;    these  are  velopment ;   the  sides  arc  too  straight, 

questions  which    the    preparations    I  the  sacrum  too  narrow ;  the  transverse 

nave  as  yet  examined  do  not  enable  me  diameter  of  the  introitus  too  small,  and 

satisfactorily  to  solve.     An  appeal  to  the  antero-posterior  diameter  too  long, 

comparative  anatomy  is  only  one  way  I  repeat,  pelves  of  this  form  arc  ex- 

of  solving  the  question,  and  not  a  very  ceedmgly  common  in  the  male ;  they 

satisfactory  one  when  applied  to  hu-  are  also  common  in  the  female, 
man  structure,  and  this  for  the  most        But  let  us  suppose  that  the  arrest  of 

obvious  reason  in  the  world.  development  has  been  limited  only  to 

The  sacral  vertebraB  present,  as  we  one  side,  confined  to  the  left  half,  say, 
have  seen,  the  greatest  caprice  as  to  of  the  sacrum  and  corresponding  inno- 
their  form,  without,  however,  deviating  minatum,  but  that  the  arrest  of  deve- 
very  much  from  the  normal  arrange-  lopment  has  been  here,  if  I  may  so  say, 
ment ;  sometimes,  however,  they  do :  much  exaggerated,  that  is,  more  corn- 
first,  as  to  number ;  secondly,  as  to  plete ;  that  the  bones  have  not  only 
"  development''  of  their  natural  halves,  not  undergone  those  changes  as  to 
Of  the  variety  as  to  number  I  shall  form  which  they  ought  to  have  done, 
say  nothing :  six  vertebrae  have,  no  but  that  moreover  they  are  positively 
doubt,  been  found,  but  on  all  such  much  smaller  than  those  of  the  oppo- 
occasions  it  would  be  well  to  look  to  site  side ;  that,  in  fact,  that  has  taken 
the  number  of  the  lumbar  vertebrce.  place  here  which  we  shall  find  may 
Secondly,  the  variety  in  the  develop-  take  place  even  in  the  ribs.  Then 
ment,  or  rather  the  non-development,  there  is  produced  the  "  pelvis  oblioue 
of  the  lateral  halves  of  the  sacral  ver-  ovata,"  tne  discovery  of  which  is  due 
tebrce,  is  one  of  the  most  important  to  the  illustrious  Nacgele.  A  glance 
deformations  to  which  the  i)elvi3  is  at  fig.  1,  pelvis  of  foetus;  fig.  2,  of 
liable.  Its  explanation  probably  rests  mammal ;  fig.  3,  of  ill-formed  female 
on  a  law  in  transcendental  anatomy,  pelvis,  but  quite  capacious  enough  for 
or  raUier  physiology,  which  I  shall  the  passage  of  the  child;  fig.  4,  the 
first  state.  pelvis  oblique  ovata  of  Naegcle ;  fig. 

If  the  pelvis  of  a  foetus  at  full  term,  5,  the  finely-formed  female  pelvis  :   a 

or  before  or  after  for  a  short  period,  be  clance  at  these  figures  will  best  exx)lain 

examined,  it  will  be  found  to  differ  the  whole  theory  to  the  reader.    Dr. 

entirely  firom  the  adult  pelvisi  aud  most  F.  KTammenci^,  ol  l>w\!»\.^  niVwsv.  \ 
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UrtLorthi 


<r  is  in  thti  pelvfi,  In  tbr  ulnlE  femalr,  thu  t 

lUon  or  thi  pubic  u-lIciiUllan  Uk«  place 

gnaC  u  eitcnt  ^rlor  to  Mid  during  the 


,srtSi;«oS4«-siiS^ 
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had  the  pleasure  to  meet  lately,  a  moet  the  pelvis  presents  the  following  ap- 

intelligent  observer,  informed  me  that  pearances.     In   its  entire   outline    it 

he  saw  lately,  in  the  museum  of  Dr.  resembles  the  pelvis  of  the  quadruped ; 

Outrepont,  a  female  pelvis  in  which  the  I  mean  of  most  adult  mammals.     It  is 


the 
and 

causing 

were  not  that  anchylosis  or  bony  union  line  directed  horizontally  from  the  sym- 
of  the  sacro-iliac  joint,  so  fi^enerally,  if  physis  of  the  i>ubis  towards  the  verte- 
not  always,  coincides  with  the  arrest  of  oral  column  strikes  the  lowermost  part 
development,  giving  rise  to  this  de-  of  the  coccygeal  bones.  The  conjugate 
formit^,  Dr.  Outrepont's  case  was  one  or  antero-posterior  diameteris  1  f  inch ; 
in  which  the  pubic  section  might  have  the  transverse,  where  widest,  about 
been  attempted  with  some  slight  chance  1  inch,  and  nearly  of  the  same  width 
of  success  *,  to  propose  this  operation  in  throughout ;  in  other  words,  the  pelvis 
the  round  or  transversely  oval  pelvis  is  no  longer,  or  rather  not  yet,  a  trans- 
argues  a  want  of  mere  mechanical  verse  oval  one,  but  quadrilateral,  its 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  adviser.  greatest  diameter,  as  in  the  brute,  being 

The  transcendental  theory  I  have  from  before  backwards,  and  precisely 
just  endeavoured  to  apply  in  explanation  the  reverse  of  what  it  ought  to  become 
of,  1st,  the  normal  form  of  the  male  (to  give  it  a  strictly  human  form)  in 
pelvis  and  its  varieties ;  2d,  the  form  of  the  adult.  Already,  in  this  foetus,  the 
the  pelvis  of  the  mammal ;  3d,  certain  coccygeal  bones  are  twisted  or  curved 
unusual  forms  observed  in  the  female  towards  the  rieht  side,  and  the  area  of 
pelvis  must  ultimately  rest  on  certain  the  abdominal  strait,  or  entrance,  if 
facts  which  it  is  proper  to  examine  divided  into  halves  by  a  line  passed 
more  in  detail,  or  rather  by  direct  or  across  it  as  mesially  as  possible,  gives 
intuitive  perception.  If  these  be  cor-  to  the  ri^ht  side  of  the  area  a  capacity 
rect,  then  the  theory  is  good  so  far  as  greater  than  the  left ;  the  left  wall  is 
it  goes :  it  gives  us  no  insight,  it  is  true,  straighter,  and  already  the  tendency  to 
as  to  the  wni/  these  things  should  hap-  the  pelvis  oblique  ovata  of  Naegele  is 
pen  so,  but  it  shows  the  miinner  of  their  established.  Now,  we  have  only  to 
taking  place.  The  details  I  shall  now  suppose  the  persistence  of  these  forms, 
take  the  liberty  of  giving  are  taken  to  a  certain  extent  at  least,  to  the  adult 
chiefly  from  scattered  memoranda  of  age,  and  we  then  have  the  exact  de- 
lectures,  scription  of  the  ill-formed  female  pelvis 

The  resemblance  of  the  abdomen,  so  common  in  this  country,  and,  I  have 

pelvis,    and    trunk    generally  of   the  no  doubt,  also  in  England;  and  if  what 

human  foetus  and  infant  to  the  same  travellers  say  of  the  Esquimaux  be  true, 

parts  in  the  adult  quadruped  mammal,  it  would  seem  that  the  false  pelvis  is 

18  very  striking ;  it  depends,  no  doubt,  seldom  or  ever  in  them  properly  de- 

on  the  law  of  unity  of  organization,  veloped,  so  that  the  breadth  of  the 

Bat  I  may  as  well  quote  the  notes  as  haunches  is  nearly  equal  in  both  sexes ; 

they  stand  in  my  note-book.  and  this  is  quite  possible,  for  the  fidse 

If  the  principles  and  views  just  laid  pelvis  has  an  entirely  difierent   and 

down  be  in  accordance  with  nature,  independent  development  from  the  true 

they  ought  to  stand  the  test  of  intuitive  pelvis. 

inspection,  or  an  appeal  to  individual        It  would  appear  already,  from  the 

phenomena;   let  this  appeal,  then,  be  examination  of  a  single  specimen,  that 

made  to  the  human  and  brute  structure  the  more  common  of  the  malformations 

by  a  brief,  but,  at  the  same  time,  care-  and  peculiarities  in  the  adult  male  and 

fill  inquiry  into  a  number  of  specimens  female  pelvis  are  merely  the  persistence 

sufllciently  numerous  to  warrant  the  of  the  fcetal,  infantile,  or  juvenile  forms, 

deductions.  and  of  consequence  repeated  in  the 

1st,   In  the  skeleton  of  the  adult  pelivs  of  many  of  the  mammalia.    The 

fetus  now  before  me  (not  selected,  but  obliquely  oval  pelvis  of  Naegele  is  coni- 

taken  at  random  from  the  museum),  prised  in  the  same  law,  with  the  addi- 

prepared  and  dried  in  the  usual  way,  tion  of  an  extraoDid'}  vqk^^^kX  ^h^- 
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lopment  of  one  side.    But    there    is  veloped:  but  it  is  a  large  and  capacious 

nothing  new  in  it;  nothing  unexpected —  pelvis,  and  the  true  as  well  as  the  false 

nothing  which  might  not,  d  priori^  be  nave  very  fully  assumed  the  human 

foretold  by  an  inspection  of  the  foetal  character ;  it  is  the  very  reverse  of  the 

skeleton.  infeaitile  and  brute  pelvis  in  every  re- 

-  I  have  already  shewn,  in  a  memoir  spect,  in  its  form,  its  dimensions,  and 

published  some  years  ago  on  the  Statis-  inclination. 

tics  of  Hernia,  that  the  pelvis  was  very        The  next  I  examine  is  different,  and 

frequently  more  fully  developed  on  one  yet  a  sufficiently  capacious  pelvis ;  first, 

side  than  on  the  other,  and  hence  the  the  false  pelvis  is  narrow  and  the  walls 

predisposition  to  hernia  on  the  more  upright ;  the  woman,  therefore,  wanted 

mlly  (teveloped  side,  be  it  right  or  left ;  breadth  of  haunches.    No  proof,  how- 

but  from  the  slightest  shade  of  difference  ever,  of  a  want  of  capacity  in  the  true 

to  the  most  deformed  of  the  pelves  pelvis  itself,  as  this  follows  different 

lithographed  by  Naegele  one  law  pre-  laws  in  its  development  The  conjugate 

vails ;  the  persistence  of  the  fuctal  form  diameter  measures  4^  inches,  the  trans- 

on  one  side ;   the  regular  development  verse  5},  or  nearly  so,  being  at  least 

of  adult  human  form  on  the  other,  half  an  inch  less  than  the  preceding 

Again,  the  quadrilateral-formed  pelvis  is  pelvis :  but  still  it  is  a  good  pelvis  com- 

the  type  of  most  mammals  (if  not  of  all)  pared  with  some  whicn  are  to  follow, 

when  adult,  and,  by  the  law  of  unity  of  The  next  measures  4§  and  5,  and  is  be- 

organization  in  the  embryo,  it  is  also  coming  more  and  more  at  its  abdominal 

the  type  of  the  early  human  pelvis,  entrance  (I  mean  the  introitns)  of  an 

Whatever  form,  then,  the  pelvis  as-  donated  square  form.    The  next  is  as 

sumes,  must  flow  from  the  agency  of  nearly  as  may  be  4  inches  each  way, 

these  causes,  and  be  connected  with,  without  any  appearance  of  rickets,  and 

and  dependent  on,  these  laws.  Obliquely  the  same  precisely   may  be    said  of 

oval  pelvises  are  not  lusns  nature,  no  another  standing  close  to  it.    Now  all 

more  is  the  occasional  quadrilateral  form  these  are  female  pelvises  presenting  no 

of  the  same  girdle  in  the  European  appearance  of  any  disease  or  deformity ; 

female.  I   nave  so  far  selected  them  on  this 

2.  Another  human  fuetus  at  full  term  account.  But  here  are  others  which 
is  put  before  you :  the  measurements  shew  these  phenomena  equally,  or 
and  form  of  the  pelvis  are  as  nearly  as  even  more  so,  but  being  complicated 
may  be  those  ot  the  preceding :  still  with  other  peculiarities,  had  better 
there  are  differences  :  the  iliac  portion  follow  the  more  simple  ones. 
or  false  pelvis  is  broader,  and  although  The  sacrum,  I  now  examine,  shews 
the  whole  length  of  the  skeleton  be  the  following  peculiarities :  it  is  that  of 
less  than  the  preceding  one  by  at  least  a  female  :  the  right  half  of  the  sacrum 
an  inch,  the  false  pelvis  is  broader  by  is  nearly  half  an  inch  narrower  than 
nearly  half  an  inch;  confirming  what  the  left;  the  right  half  of  theintroitus 
we  already  know  so  frequently  to  proportionably  smaller,  but  the  iliac  por- 
happen,  that  the  future  grown  man  or  tionof  the  ossainnominata  are  tolerably 
woman  may  be  shadowed  out  in  the  symmetrical.  Here,  then,  is  the  corn- 
infant,  mencement  of  the  pelvis  obliqueovata  of 
•  3.  Another  foetal  pelvis  gives  a  con-  Naegele.  The  lumbar  portion  of  the  co- 
jugate  diameter  of  an  inch  and  j ;  lumn  presents  an  extensive  curve,  the 
the  transverse  diameter  where  widest  cause  of  which  curve  it  would  be  more 
scarcely  measures  an  inch.  difficult  to  investigate,  but  which  proba- 

4.  Efere  is  the  pelvis  of  an  infant  bly  arose  from  thesame  predisposition  to 

seemingly  about  a  year  old ;  the  antero-  a  want  of  symmetry.    A  second  x^elvis 

posterior  diameter  of  the  pelvis  exceeds  also,  in  Dr.  Campbell's  museum,  presents 

the  transverse  by  nearly  naif  an  inch,  the  obliquely  oval  pelvis  on  the  left  side ; 

Let  us  now  examine  a  few  adult  a  large  exostotic  aepositioh  on  the  last 

female  pelvises  from    amongst   those  lumbar  vertebra  rendering,   I  should 

.whose   dimensions  and  general   form  think,  the  passage  of  any  linng  child 

offer  no  obstacle  to  the  ready  passage  impossible.    And  now  I  take  the  male 

to  the  child  through  their  cavities :  the  pelvis,  the  one  before  me,  and  I  find  it 

first  I  take  upgives  aconjugate  diameter  to  resemble  in  the  form  of  the  intrmtns, 

iff^i  inches :  its  transverse  measures  6,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  that  of  the  seal. 

And,  yet  this  pelvis:  is  Dot  equally  de-  imdoCmjvny  other  quadrupeds,  although 
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the  transverse  diameter  be  still  some-  stroyed  her  by  hanging.    The  stomach 
what  larger  than  the  conjugate  :    a  contained  paste,  which  had  a  strongly 
second  male  pelvis,  now  in  my  own  acid  reaction,  and  was  not  altered  in 
museum,  shews  the  brute  form  to  a  still  appearance.    To  some  of  this  paste  I 
more  extraordinary  degree.    The  trans-  adaed  water,  and  digested  in  a  flask  for 
verse  diameter  of  its  widest  part  is  but  several  hours,  at  a  temperature  rang- 
about  I  larger  than  theantero-posterior;  in^  between  98*^  and  120*^  F.     On  the 
and,  precisely  as  in  that  of  the  qua-  following  day  the  contents  of  the  flask 
druped,  it  is  greatest  close  to  the  sacrum,  were  dried  over  the  steam-bath :  the 
scarcely  winning,  or  but  very  little,  process  of  drying  occupied  the  greater 
anterior  to  this.    Now  this  is  the  type  part  of  the  day.     The  residuum  was 
of  the  foetal  pelvis,  and  that  of  the  broken  up,  and  treated  with  boiling 
pmmmalia  lower  than  man  ;  and  that  rectifled  spirit.     The  spirituous  solur 
this  person  presents  a  pelvis  of  this  tion  was  evaporated  over  the  steamr 
pecuhar  shape,  is  simply  because  it  was  bath,  and  a  pale  brown  syrup  was  ob^ 
the  form  it  originally  had,  and  from  tained,  having  a  decided  sweet  taste, 
whicli,  by  a  peculiarity  in  his  nature,  it  and  a  strongly  acid  reaction.     A  por- 
liad  never  altered.  tion  of  this  syrup  was  dissolved  in  warm 
But  this  male  pelvis  merits  a  further  water,  and  a  small  quantity  of  yeast 
notice.    The  false  pelvis  spreads  out  was  added ;  the  mixture  was  then  in- 
after  the  fashion  of  the  female  pelvis;  troduced  into  a  graduated  receiver  over 
the  true  pelvis  is  constructed  on  the  mercury.    Fermentation  was  soon  ex- 
plan  of  the  foetus  and  of  the  quadruped  cited,  and  proceeded  with  considerable 
mammal.  The  sacrum  is  of  such  breadth  rapidity.     1  measured  6*7  C.  In.,  whilst 
that  immediately  in  front  of  it,  or  very  the  solution  was  still  fermenting.    The 
nearly  so,  we  And  the  widest  part  of  fermented  liquid  was  distilled  per  se, 
the  introitus;  that  is,  the  edges  of  the  and  carbonate  of  potass  was  added  to 
abdominal  entrance  run  nearly  straight  the  product,  when  I  obtained  a  copious 
down,  and  then  converge.    The  last  stratum  of  alcohol, 
lumbar  vertebra  has  evidently  united  Now,  from  this  experiment  we  do 
by  its  lateral  processes  with  the  cor-  not  derive  satisfactory  evidence  of  the 
responding  parts  of  the  sacrum,  so  as  to  conversion  of  starch  into  sugar  in  the 
become  identifled  with  it,  causing  it  stomach,  although  we  learn  from  it 
strongly  to  resemble  the  flrst  sacral  that  the  liquid  of  the  stomach,  whether 
vertebra.  saliva  or  gastric  secretion,  is  capable  of 
[To  be  continued.]  efiecting  this  conversion  at  a  suitable 

temperature.     During  the  process  of 


OBSERVATIONS  AND  BXPKRiifKNTs  CON-  healthy  digestiou,  it  is  well  ascertained 

cKRNiNo  that  free  hydrochloric  acid  is  present 

nTAnvTi^Q    vrPTTTTTTQ  in  the  stomach  j  and,  accordingly,  we 

DIABETES    MELLITUS,  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^,^  •  ^  ^j^^  preceding 

^^'  ^^*  experiment    haa  a  strongly  acid  re- 

By  John  Percy,  M.D.  (Edin.)  action.      The   question,  then,  arises, 

Physician  to  the  Queen's  HoipiUl,  and  Lecturer  whether  the  sugar  obtained  was  pro- 

on  Omnlc  Chemistry  at  the  Royal  School  of  duced  by  the  action  of  the  hydrochloric 

•  l^icine  and  Surgery,  Birmingham.  ^^^ .   ^^^  ^^  y^^^^  ^y^^^  this  acid,  even 

[ConUnued  from  p.  125.]  i^  small  proportion,    changes    starch 

(Fbr  the  London  Medical  Gazette.)  into  sugar  during  the  process  of  lonjj- 

continued  boiling.     To  determine  this 

point,  it  is  requisite  to  examine  whether 

We  now  proceed  to  inquire  concerning  sugar  actuall]^  exists  in  the  chyme  at 

the  changes  which  starch  undergoes  in  the  time  of  its  removal  from  the  sto- 

the  healthy  stomach,  and,  in  this  in-  mach;  and,  ifnot,  whether  sugar  would 

quiry,  we  again  appeal  to  direct  expe-  be  formed  by  artificial  digestion,  after 

nment.  the  neutralization  of  the  free  acid.    On. 

£xp.  9.*Atten  minutes  past  11,  a  this  subject  the  following  experiments 

large  bull-terrier  bitch  ate  eight  ounces  will  throw  light 
(dry)  of  wheaten  flour,  heated  with  a        Exp.  10.— At  5  p.m.  a  middle-sized 

small  quantity  of  water  to  the  coosis-  terrier  dojor  ate  four  ounces  (dry)  of 

tence  of  common  paste.     She  drank  wheaten  ftour,  heated  with  water  to 

water,  afterwards.     At  2  p.m.  1  de-  the  consistence  ot  !^l^,     ^^  «^^^ 
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lowed  it  without  mastication,  and  did  duom  fermenting  on  the  addition  of 
not  drink  water  afterwards.  On  the  yeast ;  whilst  the  absence  of  sugar  in 
previous  day  he  was  fed  on  oatmeal.  B  is  inferred  from  the  converse  of  this 
At  8  P.M.  he  was  destroyed  by  hang-  fact.  Now  the  residuum  of  B  con- 
ing. The  stomach  was  immediately  tained  a  portion  of  free  acid,  which 
removed.  The  paste  was  not  altered  might  be  supposed  to  impede  or  pre« 
in  appearance,  and  it  still  had  the  vent  the  action  of  the  yeast.  That  this 
odour  of  paste,  and  not  that  of  chyme :  supposition,  however,  is  incorrect,  we 
it  had  a  strongly  acid  reaction.  I  divided  discover  by  reference  to  Exp.  9,  in 
it  into  two  parts,  A  and  B.  which  the  residuum  was  stronny  acid, 

A.  I  adaed  distilled  water  and  pre-  and  yet  rapidly  fermented  on  the  addi- 
pared  chalk,  and  then  evaporated  to  tion  of  yeast.  We  are  not  justified  in 
dirness  over  the  steam-bath.  The  re-  concluding  that,  in  the  experiment  be- 
aiduum  was  treated  with  boiling  recti-  fore  us,  sugar  was  not  formed  in  the 
fied  spirit,  and  the  spirituous  solution  stomach ;  for  possibly  suear  may  have 
was  filtered  and  evaporated  to  dryness  been  produced  only  in  the  immediate 
in  a  capsule.  Towards  the  termina-  vicinity  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and 
tion  of  the  evaporation  I  observed  a  have  been  directly  absorbed ;  or,  ac- 
brownish  yellow  oil  floating  on  the  cording  to  the  hypothesis  of  Dr.  Proot, 
surface.  I  obtained  a  pale  brown  syrup  the  formation  of  sugar  may  have  been 
of  a  decided  sweet  taste.  This  syrup  only  a  point  in  transitu, 
was  dissolved  in  water,  and  a  minute  Exp.  11. — At  11}  a.m.  a  dog  ate 
quantity  of  yeast  was  added  in  the  eight  ounces  (dry)  of  wheaten  flour, 
usual  manner.  Fermentation  soon  heated  with  a  small  quantity  of  water 
commenced ;  and  whilst  the  solution  to  the  consistence  of  thick  paste,  and 
was  still  fermenting,  I  measured  5  C.In.  afterwards  drank  a  pint  of  water.  He 
of  gas.  was  killed  by  hanging  at  7i  p.m.    The 

B.  This  portion  was  evaporated  per  stomach  contained  thick  paste,  similar 
M  on  a  plate  over  the  steam-bath,  to  that  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
The  residuum  was  treated  in  the  same  experiments.  The  paste  was  dried  to 
manner  with  boiling  rectified  spirit,  a  brittle  mass  over  the  steam-bath. 
In  both  cases  the  solution  passed  This  mass  was  broken  up,  and  treated 
through  the  filter  turbid,  and  in  both  with  boilinc^^  rectified  spirit  in  a  flask, 
the  turbidity  was  instantly  removed  by  Two  days  afterwards  the  spirituoos  so- 
the  application  of  a  gentle  heat.  lob-  lution  was  first  distilled  m  a  retort, 
tained  by  evaporation  a  small  quan-  and  then  evaporated  over  the  steam* 
tity  of  residuum,  of  a  syrupv  consis-  bath  in  a  capsule.  During  the  pre- 
tence and  sweetish  taste.  Oily  matter  gress  of  the  evaporation  a  pale  brown 
was  also  separated  during  the  progress  oil  floated  on  the  surfstce.  The  rest- 
of  the  evaporation,  and  floated  on  the  duum  reddened  litmus.  I  added  water 
•ur&ce  :  on  cooling  it  became  solid,  and  yeast  in  the  usual  manner. 
The  residuum,  dissolved  in  water,  was     .     .,  i  ^r  n  ^   u  ^     «^—      n^K.AiUk 

introduced  into  a  graduated  receiver    ^P*^  }J'S?^;PP^*"'^^"S?^a2? 
over  mercury,  and  tKe  same  qmintity  of    April  12,  Do.     do.  before- 634-887 

the  same  yeast  as  used  in  A  was  added.  .^1^ 
The  tubes  in  A  and  B  were  placed  side 

by  side.    Not  the  smallest  evolution  of  In  this  case  the  increase  is  so  small* 

gas  had  occurred  in  the  case  of  B,  even  that  it  may  be  altogether  neglected^ 

after  the  lapse  of  three  days.  and  we  may  infer  the  absence  of  true 

From  this  experiment  we  learn  that  sugar.    The  residuum,  on  the  addition 

true  sugar  did  not  exist  in  the  chyme  of  water,  appeared  like  pearl  white 

at  the  time  of  its  removal  fipom  the  dextrine  precipitated  by  alcohoL 

stomach ;  and  that  the  sugar  obtained  Exp.  li.— At  10}  a.m.  a  large  buU- 

fromitwasgeneratedafterneutralization  terrier  dog  ate  ten  ounces  of  wheaten 

of  the  free  hydrochloric  acid.     The  flour  mixed  with  water.    Except  a  few 

paste  in  A,  it  must  be  remembered,  morsels   of   cheese,  he  had    not   re- 

was  mixed  with  water,  and  was  ex-  ceived  solid  food  for  three  days  prc- 

posed  to  heat  for  many  hours ;  whilst  viously.    At  3  p.m.  he  was  destroyed 

^at  in  B  was  dried  in  a  comparatively  by  prussic  acid.     During  the  action  of 

short  time.     The  presence  or  sugar  in  the  poison  he  vomited,  and  voided  a 

A  28  infyred  from  the  /act  of  the  rcsi-  Bmafl  quantity  of  urine.    Half  an  hour 
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aficrwards   I    removed    the    stomach,  A  small  quantity  of  fresh  yeast  was 

which  was  much  distended  with  liquid,  added  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the 

The  contents  appeared  to  consist  of  mixture  was  introduced  into  a  eradu- 

starch,  of  oily  matter  floating  on  the  ated  receiver  over    mercury.     Three 

surface,  and  of  some  lumps  of  cheese ;  days  afterwards  I  measured  4*9  C.  In. 

the  reaction  was  strongly  acid.    On  the  while  the  liquid  was  still  fermenting, 

addition  of  tincture  of  iodine  the  cha-  Bv  distillation  per  te,  and  the  addition 

racferistic  blue  colour  was  immediately  of  carbonate  of  potass  to  the  product, 

produced.      I    evaporated    the   liquid  I  obtained  a  copious  supernatant  stra- 

contents   to   dr}'ness  over  the  steam-  tum  of  alcohol.     The  matter   which 

bath,    having    previously  added  pre-  remained  on  the  filter  was  dissolved 

pared  chalk  in  order  to  neutralize  the  immediately  by  cold  cether,   and  by 

free  acid.     On  the  following  day  the  evaporation  of  the   tethereal  solution 

dry  residuum  was  treated  with  boiling  globules  of  oil  were  separated.    This 

rectified  spirit.    By  evaporation  of  the  oily  matter  had  a  butyraceous  consis-. 

spirituous  solution  I  obtained  a  brown  tence,  and  stained  paper.     The  resi-. 

mass,  of  the  consistence  of  syrup,  and  duum  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach, 

having  an  odour  not  unlike   that  of  after  treatment  with  boiling  alcohol^ 

osmazomc.     The  mass  was  dissolved  was  again  desiccated,  in  order  to  expel 

in  water,  yeast  was  added,  and  the  any  trace  of  spirit.     Water  was  then 

mixture  introduced  into  a  graduated  added,  and  the  whole  digested  over  the 

receiver  over  mercurv.      Tnrcc  days  steam-bath.      By    filtration    was    ob- 

aftcrwards  I  measured  off  0*8  C.  In.  of  tained  a  small  (quantity  of  clear  solu- 

gas.     In  this  case  also  the  quantity  of  tion,  which  acquired  a  reddish  purple 

gas  evolved  was  so    inconsiderable  as  colour  on  the  addition  of  tincture  of 

to  lead  to  no  positive  inference  con-  iodine,  and  in  which  alcohol  occasioned 

cerning  the  formation  of  sugar.  a  copious  precipitate  of  white  matter, 

Exp.  13. — At  lOJ  a.m.  a  large  bull-  like  dextrine, 
terrier  dog   ate  six  ounces   (dry)   of        Exp.  14. — At  10|  a.m.  a  large  bull- 

wheaten  Hour,  heated  with  water  to  terrier  dog,  which  had  received  no  food 

the  consistence  of  paste.     He  drank  on  the  previous  day,  ate  six  ounces 

about  half  a  pint  or  water  afterwards,  (dry)  of  wheaten  flour,  in  the  state  of 

He  had  not  been  fed  on  the  previous  thick  paste,  and  drank  half  a  pint  of 

day.    He  was  destroyed  by  hanging  at  water  afterwards.     He  was  destroyed 

5  P.M.    The  stomacli  was  removea  in  bjr  prussic  acid  at  3^  p.m.      Twenty 

a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards.    It  minutes  afterwards  the  stomach  was 

contained  only  a    small  quantitv  of  removed.     The  contents  consisted  of 

liquid,  resembling  common  gruel,  in  liquid  like  gruel,  and  some  thick  paste, 

which  were  two  or  three  small  lumps  which  did  not  appear  to  have  under- 

of  paste,  unchanged  in  consistence  or  gone  much  alteration.    The  liouid  part 

appearance.    This  liquid  had  an  acid  was  poured  oflf,  and  evaporated  to  ary- 

reaction,    but    only    slowly  reddened  ness  per  se,  in  the  usual  manner.    The 

litmus.      I '  immediately  proceeded  to  dry  residuum  was  treated  with  boiling 

desiccate  the  contents  of  the  stomach  spirit,  sp.  gr.  0*834.    The  solution  was 

on  a  plate  over  the  steam-bath.    Some  decanted  and  evaporated.     I  obtained 

oily  matter  floated  on  the  surface.    I  a  brown   matter  of  a  sweetish  taste, 

obtained  a  brittle  residuum,  which  was  This  matter  was  dissolved  in  wann 

broken  up  and  treated  with  boiling  water,  and  yeast  was  added.    Three 

alcohol,  of  specific  gravity  0*834.    The  days  afterwards  1*4  C.  In.  of  gas  was 

solution  was  decanted,  and  the  spirit  disengaged,  and  fermentation  had  en* 

was  distilled  off  in  a  retort,  and  then  tirely  ceased. 

completely  evaporated  in  an  open  cap-       Observations. — When  wheaten  flour 

6ule.     I  obtained  a  small  quantity  of  is  introduced  into  the  stomach  of  a  dog, 

brownish  liquid,  of  the  consistence  of  we  find  that,  after  the  lapse  of  several 

synip,  having  a  peculiar  odour  and  hours,  it  is  reduced  to' a  comparatively 

taste,  but  not  that  of  sweetness.     I  liquid  state,  like  common  gruel,  and 

then  added  distilled  water,  and  digested  eventually  completely  disappears,  being 

over  the  steam-bath.    The  solution  was  principally    removea    by    absorption, 

turbid,  and  had  a  pale  brown  colour.  Now  tne  first  step  in  the  conversion  of 

I  then  filtered.     The  filtered  solution  starch  into  grape  sugar  is  the  formation 

was  clear,  and  had  a  pale  straw  colour,  of  dextrine,    a   suDstance   which   i( 

816.— ;ixxjj,  ^^ 
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readily  soluble  in  water,  and  which,  in  enabled  to  present  satisfactory  infor- 
many  respects,  resembles  gum-arabic,  mation  upon  this  subject. 
From  the  preceding  experiments  we  There  is-  one  point  deserving  of  no- 
derive  conurmation  of  previously  re-  tice  in  respect  to  the  nature  of  the 
corded  statements  concerning  the  con-  sugar  generated  in  some  of  the  preced- 
version  of  starch  into  sugar  by  the  ins^  experiments,  viz.  that  it  was  found 
agency  of  the  liquid  of  the  stomach,  to  be  incrystallizable.  A  portion  of  the 
wnether  saliva  or  gastric  secretion,  or  syrup  of  Exp.  9  was  left  exposed  to  the 
both  conjointly.  We  do  not,  however,  atmosphere  for  a  month,  but  not  the 
from  these  experiments  obtain  demon-  slightest  trace  of  crystallization  was 
strative  evidence  of  this  conversion  observed  after  this  exposure.  As  to  the 
being  efiectcd  in  the  stomach ;  for  even  manner  of  determining  the  presence  of 
in  Exp.  13,  in  which  a  sensible  quan-  sugar  by  fermentation,  it  will  be  re- 
tity  of  sugar  was  procured  from  the  membered  that  I  offered  some  observa- 
liquid  contents  of  the  stomach,  it  might  tions  in  a  previous  communication, 
be  alleged  that  the  sugar  was  formed  I  have  been  careful  to  make  compa- 
during  the  process  of  desiccation.  This  rative  experiments,  in  order  to  ascer- 
process,  however,  was  rapidly  com-  tain  the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  libe- 
pleted,  and  the  quantity  of  sugar  de-  rated  from  the  yeast  ailone.  For  ex- 
t^rmined  by  fermentation,  compared  ample :  twenty,  if  not  thirty,  times  the 
with  the  small  quantity  of  liquid  ope-  volume  of  yeast  employ ea  in  Exp.  9 
rated  upon,  appeared  to  me  to  be  was  mixed  with  water,  and  introduced 
greater  than  could  well  be  produced  into  a  graduated  receiver  over  mer- 
durinc^  the  short  period  required  for  curv.  After  the  lapse  of  two  days  the 
complete  desiccation;  so  that  in  this  carbonic  acid  disengaged  amounted 
case  we  should  not,  I  think,  err  in  con-  only  to  0*7  C.  In.  I  nave  confined 
eluding  that  a  portion  of  the  sugar,  at  myself  entirely  to  the  application  of 
least,  was  generated  in  the  stomach,  the  test  of  fermentation,  as  I  believe 
Still,  I  repeat,  the  evidence  is  not  de-  that  test  to  be  most  decisive,  as  well  as 
monstrative ;  and,  in  all  physiolog^ical  most  practical ;  for  a  true  sugar  is  most 
discussions,  we  cannot  be  too  cautious  prominently  characterized  b^  the  pro- 
in  the  admission  of  data  intended  to  perty  of  fermenting  at  a  suitable  tern- 
serve  as  the  basis  of  reasoning.  If  perature  on  the  addition  of  yeast  or 
starch  be  changed  in  the  stomach  in  other  similar  matters,  with  the  forma- 
very  sensible  proportion  into  sugar,  the  tion  of  alcohol  and  carbonic  acid, 
sugar  must  either  undergo  a  further  I  may  here  also  mention,  that  sugar 
change,  or  be  absorbed  with  rapidity  ;  is  formed  in  small  quantity  bv  simply 
otherwise  it  would  accumulate  in  a  suf-  digesting  paste,  similar  to  tnat  em- 
ficient  degree  to  admit  of  easy  detec-  ployed  in  these  experiments,  with 
tion.  Now  we  know,  from  what  has  water  at  a  gentle  heat,  over  the  steam- 
been  previously  advanced,  that,  under  bath.  In  this  case  the  sugar  may  pro- 
certain  conditions,  saccharine  mat-  bably  be  produced  by  the  conjoint 
ter  introduced  into  the  stomach  quickly  influence  of  the  gluten  and  atmospheric 
enters  the  circulation  as  sugar;  and,  air  (Dumas, Traits deChimieappliqu^e 
if  in  certain  proportions,  is  partially  aux  Arts,  t.  6i^me,  p.  88).  However, 
eliminated  by  the  kidneys.  Here  I  the  actual  quantity  of  sugar  which  I 
would  suggest  the  possibility,  not  to  obtained  in  this  manner  was  very  small 
say  probability,  that  under  ordinary  compared  with  the  quantity  or  sugar 
circumstances  starch,  or  amylaceous  indicated  by  the  result  of  fermentation 
matters  in  general,  may  be  in  great  in  some  of  the  preceding  experiments, 
measure  converted  into  dextrine,  and  We  may  sum  up  the  results  of  the 
in  this  state  be  directly  absorbed,  preceding  experiments  as  follow:^ 
Dextrine,  as  we  know,  is  readily  so-  i.  That  the  liquid  of  the  stomach  is 
luble  in  water,  and  may  probably  pass  capable  of  effecting  the  conversion  of 
unchanged  into  the  circulation.  If  starch  into  sugar,  by  digestion  at  a 
this  probability  should  be  realized,  the  suitable  temperature, 
results  of  the  foregoing  experiments  2.  That  although  no  demonstrative 
would  be  clearly  explained.  To  decide  evidence  has  been  adduced  in  proof  of 
this  (question,  numerous  and  delicate  the  formation  of  sugar  in  the  stomach 
experiments  are  required ;  and  1  hope  from  wheaten  flour,  yet,  in  Exp.  13,  it 
that,  on  a  future  occasion,  1  may  be  is  \\\g;\\\y  i^xobable  that  a  portion  of  the 
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sugar  obtained  was   generated  in  the        The    simple    view    that    increated 

stomach.  warmth  excites  the  aiperficial  fnnctiont 

3.  That  if  sugar  be  the  product  of  of  the  hody^  and  tends  to  diminish  both 

the  di^stion  of  wheaten  flour  in  ordi-  the  nutrient  and  secretory  supplies  of 

nary  circumstances,  it  is  either  rapidly  internal  partSy  has  seemed  so   clear, 

absorbed,  or  undergoes  a  further  though  only  partially  true,  that  it  de- 
change.  We  have,  however,  no  direct  ^  served  to  be  advocated  singly  both  on 
and  experimental  proof  of  such  change,  *  its  own  account,  and  as  a  step  towards 

while  we  have  demonstrative  evidence  the  more  general  proposition  on  which 

of  the  speedy  absorption  of  sugar  after  we  are  now  about  to  enter, 
its  introduction  into  the  stomach.  John  Hunter,  the  most  celebrated 

[To  be  continued.]  perhaps  of  all  the  investigators  of  the 

nature  of  life  and  health,  meeting  his 

REFLECTIONS  friend  Mr.  Nicol,  who  had  lost  five 

children  successively  by  endeavouring 

ON  THB  to  "  bring  them  up  hardy,"  "  Well,** 

INFLUENCES  OF  HEAT  ON  THE  ff'.^   hunter,  "are   you  going  to  kill 

TTTrvvrr^  -nr^T^^  *  ""s  ucxt  ouc  ds  you  did  thc  restr* 

LIVING  BODY.*  ^^^    ^^  proceeded  to  shew  how  all 

By  T.  Wilkinson  Kino.  young  animals  are  brought  to  life  and 

nourished  bv  great  warmth,  until  they 

(Tbr  the  London  Medical  Gazette. J  can,    by   full  exercise   and   digestion, 

maintain  their  own  heat  freely.    Mr. 

r-       /r  A      /•  f     •     n  i-    «    ]L    #«iL  Nicol  found  that  tenderness  and  com- 

Five  effects  of  heat-^Dehcate  WM-  ^^^^  succeeded  better.      His  next  off- 

uVl^  ^rV\u^  « V"",*^      '  Va     /  spring  is  said  to  be  still  living. 
hathyClothmg^Wasixng--lhe  fec^         g^^^,     ^^  ^^j  j«^  ,^^^  ^ 

hleJvee.oppressed^Cascsforwarmth  hot-house,  or  the  approach  of  spring- 

-subjections,  „  ^j^^  g^nmi  warmth  of  joy-renewmg 
Some  of  the  more  general  facts  of  the  spring*' — forces  or  facilitates  the  dor- 
influence  of  heat  have  been  already  mant  functions  of  vegetables  and  ani- 
hinted  at.  We  may  yet  find  particular  mals ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  uni- 
facts  deserving  qf  notice,  but  our  pre-  versal  expression  "  taking  cold,"  is  an 
sent  aim  will  be  chiefly  to  illustrate,  acknowledgment  of  the  obstruction  and 
by  the  efiects  of  heat,  the  theory  ad-  disturbance  which  the  vital  functions 
vanced  with  reference  to  cold,  and  to  are  so  continually  liable  to  experience, 
shew  its  practical  importance  in  the  The  happy  power  of  endurance  which 
treatment  of  diflerent  classes  of  disor-  the  vigorous  possess  renders  them  in- 
ders.  We  conceive  that  we  may  safely  sensible  of  what  is  needful  for  more 
leave  it  to  the  course  of  our  reflections  tender  plants.  The  oak  may  well  say 
to  demonstrate,  that  of  all  remedial  to  the  exotic,  "  Open  the  windows,  and 
agents  that  which  is  at  once  the  most  make  yourself  hardy  f*  and  in  return, 
safe,  controllable,  powerful,  and  gene-  while  the  exotic  patient  must  carefully 
rally  applicable,  is  temperature.  judge  for  himself,  he  may  naturally 

Ihere  are  certain  distinct  influences  envy  his  more  robust  neighbour.   Thus 

of  heat  on  the  body  which  will  scarcely  in  aelicate  health  and  old  age,  when 

require  much  proot: —  the  powers  decline  and  become  inca- 

Ist.  Superficial  excitement.  pable  of  resisting  outward  mischiefs,  a 

2dly.  Universal  or  general  liberation  larger  share  of  comfort  again  become* 

of  functions.  necessary  j  for  a  great  deal  of  the  evil 

3dly.   Superficial  excitement,  tend-  and  aggravation  of  disorders,  as  deli- 

ing  to  local  hypertrophies.  cate  persons  well  know,  consists  in  sue* 

4thly.  General  freedom  of  actions,  cessive  relapses,  which  are  the  result 

tending  to  general  decline,  or  atrophy,  of  negligence  and  exposure.    A  climate 

or  even  fatal  syncope ;  but  in  which  care  is  scarcely  necessary  be- 

5thly.  One  or  more  organs  being  op-  comes  absolutely   indispensable,   and 

pressed,  or  failing,  as  a  distended  heart  most  particularly  to  those  who  do  not 

or  indurated  kidney,  the  unimpeded  rightly  know   how  to  take  care  for 

{day  of  the  remaining  fonctiona  be-  themselves. 
comes  of  vital  importanoe.  Youth,  health,  convale«ceYvcA^%\ircei^g,\ 

^  -»L     ■  ■— .   ., .  'l'.,  '  " .      \."".."  and  the  tot  ^WH  %v«xv\.  \Tl  ^  ^x«^^fe'^^ 
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characterized  by  a  peculiarly   happy  other  specific  means  of  absorption.    In 

sense  of  life,  of  ease,  lightness,  and  all  cases,  however,  at  least  solids  are 

vigour ;  and  as  far  as  science  hitherto  disposed  of  in  the  way  of  nutrition  and 

admits,  we  discover  on  all  sides  a  de-  secretion,  at  the  surface,  by  the  agency 

cided   liberation   and    excitement   of  of  heat. 

molecular  changes,  chemical,  botanic.  The  effects  of  the  vapour-bath  are 

and  animal.    We  are  not  without  pleas-  modified  by  the  patient's  being  in  the 

ing  evidence  that,  even  in  the  tropics,  '  upright  position.     It  would  certainly 

the  healthful  balance  of  all  the  animal  appear  that  dry  heat  is  less  calculated 

functions  may  be  long  sustained.   Some  to  excite  perspiration,  and  thus  the  pe- 

persons  of  delicate  constitution,  and  culiar  eruptions  of  hot  and  arid  climes 

many  advanced  in  life,  are  striking  in-  may  be  explained.     Warm  clothing, 

stances  of  this  fact,  which  will  be,  per-  by  retaining  the  secretions  about  the 

baps,  best  accounted  for,  in  the  first  surface,  approaches  in  efiect   to    the 

place,  by  our  investigation  of  the  oppo-  warm-bath.    The  problem  of  the  efiTects 

site  train  of  events.    Graduallv,  in  the  of  heat,  variously  combined  with  food, 

course  of  weeks,  undue  warmth  excites  drinks,  exercise,  and  clothing,  depends 

the  functions  of  the  skin  beyond  their  in  a  measure   on  experience  in  an^ 

natural  bounds,  as  excessive  perspira-  given  case.    Thus  the  state  of  the  indi- 

tion,  hypertrophy  of  glands,  and  even  vidual  from  hour  to  hour  must  in  great 

diseases  of  the  skin,  often  testify ;  and  part  regulate  the  results ;  yet,  on  the 

these  cannot  be  unattended  with  deeper  principles  already  advocated,  good  ge- 

consequences.  neral  conclusion  may  be  readily  com- 

The  primary  effect  of  general  warmth  prehended,  as  well  as  to  the  subju^tion 

at  the  surface  begins  without  delay,  of  old  derangements,  as  to  the  nse  of 

All  the  functions  are  rendered  freer;  new  ones. 

early  puberty,   and  even  decay,   are  Thirst  too  liberally  and  carelessly 

cases  m  point.     All  the  mischievous  gratified,  failing  activity  in  the  stomach, 

results,    when    examined    separately,  constipation,    permanently    declining 

seem  only  so  many  more  examples  of  renal  secretions,  muscular  languor,  and 

the  same  thing;  but  we  think  it  cannot  general  wasting,  comprise  but  a  part  of 

be  denied,  that  as  the  superficial  or-  tne  disorders  in  warm  climates  or  sea- 

gans  evince  by  degrees  the  most  ex-  sons  which  so  evidently  aggravate  each 

cessive  excitement,  so,  in  the  general,  other.     The  means  of  meeting  these 

the  disorder  of  the  rest  is  subsequent  difficulties  can  only  be  understood  by 

to,  and  depending  on,  that  excitement,  a  fair  consideration   of  the  doctrine 

Various  atmospheric  conditions  will  of  which  explains   their  origin,    course, 

course   interfere    with    the    effect   of  and  connection  ;  but  in  this  aggravated 

warmth  to  the  body :   it  may  suffice  train  we  have  a  complicate  case  of 

for  the  present,  if  we  illustrate  some  of  constitutional    or    general    irritation , 

these  indirectly  in  our  course.  which  we  shall  reserve  for  future  com- 

Mere  local  derivation,  by  means  of  ment.     It  may  seem  at  once  conclu- 

Auperficial  warmth,   is  perhaps  suffi-  sive,   that  if   the    blood  possess   the 

ciently  understood.    When  applied  in  materials  of  supply,  exertion  will  lead 

the  form  of  hot-bath,  it  is  even  of  itself  to  increased  nutrition   of  muscle   or 

a  powerful  agent,  although  we  ought  nerve;  and  so  a  stimulus  will  aid  ap^ 

to  distinguish  fairly  between  this  single  petite  and  digestion, 

revulsive  effect  and  the  influence  of  The  current  hypothetical  explana- 

artificial  heat  in  the  whole  circulating  tions  of  heat  inducing  undue  hepatic 

mass  of  fluid.     Pediluvium  may  pro-  excitement,  do  not  appear  to  us  satis- 

*  duce  pallor  of  the  f&cet  or  even  syn-  factory.     The  tropical  coup-de-soleil 

cope,  but  not  by  a  simple  counter-  we  regard  as  only  the  sudaen  mani- 

irritation.  festation  of  a  more  gradual  and  general 

The  warm-bath,  as  a  rapid  means  of  disorder.    That  yeflow  fever  is  an  he- 

communicuting  heat  to  the  whole  body  patitis,  and  that  the  oriental  liver  ab- 

in  almost  any  quantity,  is  a  most  effi-  scess,  and  chronic  diseases,  belong  to 

cient  resource.     The  quantity  of  fluid  the  effects  of  climate,  we  cannot  ques- 

which  it  abstracts  from  the  body  may  tion  ;  yet,  seeing  these  affections  are  in 

he  considerable,  or  it  may  be  a  source  a  manner  peculiar  to  visitors,  whose 

of  supply  to  the  body.     The  blood  it-  varied  habits,  food,  and  drink,  involve 

«e//  may  be  in  a  condition  to  imbibe  such  &  dvi^mtv  of  considerations,  we 

actively,  without  the  necessity  of  any    maybe  excvjAeatox  ^f^»:<3\3i%  V&  ^dmit 
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conjectures,  which  at  the  best  are  use-  duty,  under  the  influence  of  various 

less.    The  knowledge  that  warmth  ac-  kinas  of  exposure  and  exertion, 

celerates  the  processes  of  life  even  to  Common  sense,  observing  that  many 

the  extent  of  wasting  the  materials  of  feeble,  or  aeed,  or  valetudinarian  folks 

support,  and  the  certainty  when  such  make  a  slight  progress  towards  attain- 

considerable   disturbances  are  set  up  ing  vigour  in  the  height  of  summer, 

that  the  especial  stimulus  of  each  func-  concludes   at   once   that   they   would 

tion  must  be  supplied   or  subtracted  necessarily  be  benefited  by  a  mild  and 

unequally,  seems  to  be  the  first  rational  permanent  tropical  climate ;    and  it  is 

part  of  the  account  where  one  organ  or  still  more  a  matter  of  common  observa- 

system  is  found  excited  and  another  tion  that  the  delicate,  or  the  asthmatic, 

quiescent.    There  are,  besides,  specific  or  the  rheumatic,  prepare  themselves,  as 

sources  of  disturbance  to  be  thought  of,  well  as  they  can,  to  endure  and  labour 

as  in  the  liver  from  drinks.  through  (if  not  cut  off  by)  the  severity 

We  should  not  be  unmindful  that  and  variability  of  a  great  part  of  our 

active  hepatic  diseases,  inflammations,  year,  which  they  have  still  more  reason 

and  hypertrophies,  are  common  in  Our  to  tremble  at  and  shun  than  they  are 

own  temperate  region.    The  difference  really  aware  of. 

dependent    on    climate    is  materially  Tncre  are  constitutions  so  susceptible 

afiected  by  particular  seasons,  by  whicn  of  cold  as  to  require  a  contimtai  sum- 

the  disorders  are  rendered  more  or  less  mer  in  order  that  the  general  functions 

frequent  and  severe;    while    the  less  may  reach  even  a  medium  share  of 

prominent  morbid  changes  in  the  liver  development ;  and  there  are  doubtless 

of  our  clime  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  others  to  whom  heat  is  as  oppressive  as 

circumstance  of  other  organs,  as  the  tht  cold  is  invigorating  j  yet  we  think 

kidneys,  being  sooner  and  more  fatally  there  is  greater  cause  to  wonder  at  the 

involved.  smallness  of  the  disparity  in  this  respect 

We  admit  that  the  summer,  with  its  than  to  regard  the  inequality   as  in- 

cxhaustions,    occupations,    and    open  explicable.    The  most  essential  fact  of 

windows,  may  render  many  persons  ad-  all  is  perhaps  this,  that  a  day  or  an 

ditionallyliableto  disorders  from  various  hour,    an   injury,   excess,  or  dose  of 

modes  of  influence,  but  we  are  not  medicine,  or  a  frieht,  will,  in  certain 

ready  to  admit  that  these  instances  of  states  of  constitution,  make  all  the  dif- 

its  effects  are  against  our  views  until  ference  between  severer  exposure  with 

the  processes  leading  to  disorder  have  impunity,  and  slighter  cold  with  dange- 

been  fairly  examined ;  for  it  must  ap-  rous  consequences, 

pear  at  a  glance  that  the  case  is  one  of  A  eentleman,  who  seemed  never  to 

a  complex  kind,  and  that  cold  is  by  no  have  known  sickness,  complained  se- 

means  out  of  the  question  as  a  means  verely  of  the  chilly  evenings  on  the 

of  disturbance.     The  general  distur-  Atlantic,  when,  the  thermometer  stood 

bance  of  hay- fever,  for  example,   we  at  80".     It  is  not  to  be  supposed  but 

may  often  trace  to  cold,  combined  with  that  many  persons  do  not  continually 

peculiar   susceptibility.      Is    not    the  take    cold,    even  under  the    equator, 

diarrhcea  of  autumn  somewhat  like  the  Need  we  say,  the  delicate  and  feeble  suf- 

renewal  of  a  suspended  function  (the  fer  as  mucn  in  our  summers, 

bowels  beinere-excited  as  the  cutaneous  We  see  that  one  seemingly  strong 

functions   decline),   with  the  general  man  wears  twice  as  much  clothing  as 

disturbances  of  cold  superadded  ?      ^  another •;  we  see  women  and  children 

It  has  been  often  said  that,  with  wearing  habitually  or  irregularly  almost 

regard  to  understanding  his  own  con-  nothing ;    we  may  see  the  balance  of 

stitution  and  the  management  of  it,  a  health  sustained  under  great  disadvan- 

"  man  is  either  a  fool  or  a  physician  at  tages,  or  overturned  by  one  or  a  few 

forty ;"  and  although  this  does  not  by  repetitions  of  a  comparatively  slight 

any  means  anply  to  the  treatment  of  a  exposure,    under    circumstances    un- 

sudden  attack  which  is  altogether  new  favourable  to  resistance.     And  what 

to  the  sufferer,  it  is  a  very  just  observa-     — -  - — -— -  — - — - — r r — 

tion  with  respect  to  thisc  who,  pos-  «;2l5?5f^;Slr5&«'fS%^S??i^.?SS£?; 

sessing  a  moderate  share  of  judgment  bim  delicate,  or  bit  Ainctiona  easily overbaUnced; 

and  self-control,  are  compelled  to  be  con-  or  tbe  tituatton  in  life  may  '^d"  bit  haWta 

".        ,,           ..u          A  u  *    1.^^,.  «  j^^i:..  nnlkvotirable  on  account  of  tome  undue  develop- 

tinually  on  the  watch  to  keep  a  declin-  nj^„tt,  at  in  the  cate  of  a  mutcular  frame  with 

ing  or  enfeebled  frame  capable  of  daily  tedentary  occupation. 
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are  we  to  conclude  but  that,  although  may  be  necessary  to  state  that  these 
the  compensatory  means  are  great,  they  changes  are  often  combined.  Dilata- 
have  their  limits,  which  differ  in  differ-  tion  of  the  heart  is  either  the  effect  of 
ent  persons  and  in  different  seasons?  failing  nutrition  or  increased  impedi- 
Theliealthiest  man,  after  sixty  years  of  ment,  without  corresponding  increase 
vicissitudes,  takes  cold,  and  is  seized  of  nourishment.  (See  an  account  of 
with  the  croup  of  infants,  which,  as  to  Angina  in  Medical  Gazette,  1841.) 
visceral  disorganization  at  least,  might  The  most  studious  management  of  tern- 
seem  among  Uie  most  remote  from  any  perature  and  diet  is  of  vital  importance 
kind  or  degree  of  decay  or  general  de-  to  ease  and  sustain  the  failing  heart, 
teri oration.  We  are  at  a  loss  sufficiently  to  enforce 

If  any  one  ask  what  are  the  disorders  our  views  relative  to  the  means  of  op- 
likely  to  be  benefitted  by  a  warm  cli-  pressing  or  relieving  a  disordered  vis- 
mate,  a  partial  answer  is  easily  made,  cus.  We  fear,  too,  that  common 
a  complete  one  we  deem  an  impossi-  practical  views,  as  they  are  called,  are 
bility.  All  affections  which  are  worse  firmly  settled  against  us.  Why  should 
in  winter  and  better  in  summer  speak  it  be  supposed,  that  mercury,  or  any 
for  themselves ;  and  this  is  scarcely  the  form  of  oiuretic,  can  act  beneficially  ou 
time  to  advert  to  peculiarities  and  the  kidney  in  any  state  besides  that  of 
partial  objections,  unless  it  be  to  show  simple  inactivity  P  Can  any  thing  re- 
Dy  example  some  traits  of  constitution  lieve  excessive  action  but  derivation  ? 
by  which  a  judgment  may  be  formed  in  Can  any  thing  mend  perverted  action 
practice.  so  much  as  a  considerable  attention  to 

We  do  not  know  a  more  established  the  due  performance  of  all  co-relative 

and  neglected  fact  than  that  the  cases  functions  ?    Can  any  thine  palliate  the 

of  malformed  heart  are  benefitted  by  effects  of  settled  renal  induration  and 

warmth.    Our  own  experience  strongly  arrest  of  function  so  well  as  the  unob* 

favours  the    inference,    that  the    ac-  structed  play  of  compensating  climina- 

quired  obstructions  of  the  heart  demand  tions  ? 

like  facilities.    When  exercise  is  for-  Were  it    not  for  the  prejudices  of 

bidden,  warmth  seems  doubl v  available,  those  who  are  strong  and  capable  of 

Hypertrophy  of  the  muscle  of  a  ven-  free  exercise,  the  admitted  rule  of 
tricle  will  never  exceed  the  measure  of  practice  relative  to  bronchitis,  acute,  or 
the  impediment  on  which  it  essentially  chronic,  or  variable,  w^ould  need  no  new 
depends  (thickening  of  the  secondary  enforcing.  IIow  far  are  we  from  un- 
arteries,  for  a  common  example),  but  in  derstandnig  that  every  catarrh  is  under 
the  absence  of  due  nutrition,  or  in  con-  like  laws,  and  who  will  show  that 
sequence  of  extreme  obstruction,  the  every  kind  of  irritation  which  we  have 
increase  of  muscular  power  will  fall  before  endeavoured  to  analyze  is  not 
short  of  what  is  requisite.  It  is  certain  liable  to  be  affected  by  tne  same  ? 
that  if  the  causes  of  difficulty  be  di-  How  many  secretory  disorders  and 
minished,  as  by  superficial  warmth  and  structural  disorganizations  are  the  re- 
general  facility  of  the  functions  (not  suit,  not  of  chronic  disease,  but  of  often 
copious  assimilations),  the  ventricular  repeated  relapses,  fresh  attacks  of  frri- 
hypertrophy  must  decline  in  proportion  tation  from  cold  and  the  like?  And 
as  surely  as  every  part  wastes  through  when  one  important  function  is  ob- 
disuse.  The  chief  mischief  of  hypertro-  structed  by  disorganization,  what  will 
phy  of  the  heart  is  probably  that  it  ease  the  play  of  the  rest  like  warmth  P 
tends  to  operate  with  disproportionate  What  will  oppress  the  balance  like 
violence  on  particular  parts  of  the  ca-  cold  ?  But  we  shall  defer  the  full 
pillary  system,  as,  for  instance,  on  the  illustration  of  this  great  topic  tiD  we 
brain  ;  and  if  at  any  time  the  general  come  to  dwell  on  constitutional  irrita- 
state  of  the  blood  should  dispose  the  tion. 

body  to  inflammatory   softening,  the  The  followincr  are  the  particulars  of 

mechanical  disturbance  will  determine  a  case  which  is  m  a  measure  the  origin 

the  disorder  to  the  cerebrum,  just  as  a  and  ground- work  of  all  the  reflections 

pediluvium  may  locate  gout,  or  local  here  assembled:— 

cold  excite  erysipelas,  or  a  stricture  "  A  delicate  boy,  at  thirteen  years  of 

cystitis.    We  make  a  wide  distinction  age,  had  ague,  and  subsequently  often 

between  a  true  hypertrophy  and  a  de-  experienced  feverishness  in  chilly  wea- 

terioraied  tumefaction  or  muscle,  but  it  ther.      At    sixteen,  after  dining  and 
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running  violently,  he  first  felt  dyspnoea,  decline  by  little  relapses,  and  the  evi- 

and  for  many  years  from  this  time  he  dence  that  the  bronchi -were  so  weak, 

rarely  passed  ten  months  without  suf-  his  former  ready  restorations  by  care 

faring  from  fever  and  suppuration  near  and  air  made  him  think  that  a  sudden 

the  tonsils.    Between  study  and  acti-  hemoptysis    without  dyspnoea  would 

vity  his    spirits    were    always  good,  still  subside  with  sufficient  care.    The 

Autumn  after  autumn  he  became  more  hsemorrha^e  did  not  last  half  an  hour, 

subject  to  cold  during  the  day,  which  Though  it  did  not  disappear  until  the 

after  dinner  was  manifested  by  dysp-  third  day,  it  was  evident  that  the  rest 

noea,  easy  cough,  and  some  sense  of  of  the  blood  had  remained  in  the  tubes, 

fatigue.     Every    exposure    caused  a  as  it  came  away  in  little  clots,  decreas- 

fresh  attack;  confined  diet,relr.xation,  ing  in  size,  colour,  brightness,  and  the 

free  exercise,  warmth,  or  conium  and  firmness,  with  usual  unopaque  expec- 

ipecacuanha,  brought  relief.     Severe  toration.     A  day  or  two  before,  he  nnd 

exposure  induced  a  week  or  two  of  felt  a  little  uneasiness  in  the  larynx  i 

bronchitis.    The  summer  inland  air  of  cough,  with  a  slight  sense  of  pricking ; 

Kent  aggravated  the  asthma,  and  es-  and  fever,  quicker  pulse,  and  decline 

EeciciUy  with  the  least  exposure  to  cold,  followed,  wo  plan  seemed  comfort- 
itting  in  church  never  failed  to  dis-  able  enough  but  a  warm  bed.  Flatu- 
turb  the  health.  1  he  erect  posture,  lence,  diarrhoea  with  blood,  perspira- 
maintained,  governed  the  dyspnoea,  tion,  and  wasting  followed,  and  a  sense 
Towards  his  thirtieth  year,  with  a  slight  of  having  taking  cold  daily,  or  oftener, 
cough  and  expectoration,  varymg  always  introduced  the  deepest  aggra- 
through  several  months,  he  continued  vations.  Still,  circumstances  seemed 
to  become  more  susceptible  of  cold  and  to  have  combined  a  succession  of  un- 
to waste  in  substance ;  his  old  dyspnoea  avoidable  exposures  and  ill-ordered 
was  frequent  and  troublesome  ;  nis  rus-  rooms,  notwithstanding  the  will  to 
tication  in  the  country  was  disad^an-  avoid  them  for  a  period  of  two  months, 
tageous  as  to  exposures,  and  not  sue-  diirins^  w^hich  he  was  still  declining, 
cefcsful.  After  exerting  his  voice  he  thougn  by  slow  degrees,  while  living 
coughed  up  about  2^  oz.  of  blood,  and  on  the  coast.  His  chief  meal  was  re- 
his  medical  friends  looked  on  his  case  duccd  to  three  or  four  oysters  per  diem, 
very  gravely,  but  he  himself  felt  that  a  He  embarked  for  warmer  climates  ia 
recess  would  restore  him  as  usual.  December,  and  felt  for  the  first  time  at 
His  pursuits  and  habits  had  been  a  liberty  to  take  to  bed  and  exclude  all 
little  unsalutary  ;  his  strength,  appe-  cold.  He  had  no  vomiting  after  the  first 
tite,  activity,  and  sleep,  were  always  hour  on  board  ship,  and  from  that  time 
good,  and  the  country,  or  rather  repose  his  convalescence  was  uninterrupted 
with  comfort,  so  constantly  and  quickly  unless  by  too  free  an  exposure,  and  the 
renovated  him  (save  sometimes  as  to  only  inconvenience  he  experienced 
dyspnoea),  that  he  could  not  but  rely  during  five  months  in  the  West  Indies 
on  so  well  tried  a  resource.  His  pulse,  whs  from  cold,  through  that  gene- 
sitting,  rarely  amounted  to  70,  and  he  ral  absence  of  protection  which  all 
detected  no  feverish  symptoms  except  besides  valued  so  much  and  purposely 
briefly  after  exposures ;  he  perspired,  secured.  On  reapproaching  colder  re- 
however,  somewhat  at  night,  and  too  gions,  comparatively  stout  and  active, 
easily  at  other  times,  having  been  -every  care  seemed  necessary ;  and  ever 
gradually  obliged  to  increase  his  cloth-  since,  warmth  has  been  his  friend,  and 
ing  a  good  deal.    Still  he  took  cold  on  cold  his  enemy. 

the  least  exposure,  and  on  all  occa-  We  are  well  convinced  that  such 
sions, — in  bed,  at  church,  and  finally  cases  of  variable  affections,  and  many 
in  the  parlour.  Countless  varied  expe-  widely  different,  are  strictly  dependent 
riments  seemed  to  prove  this.  Though  on  variations  of  temperature  and  simi- 
he  could  but  just  perceive  or  detect  the  lar  causes  which  affect  the  general  ba- 
occasion  in  a  few  hours,  it  was  proved  lance  of  the  animal  functions. 
by  sneezing,  catarrh,  dyspnoea,  or  Ian-  A  sister  in  the  ward  of  a  London 
guor ;  he  found  that  all  late  meals  Hospital,  whose  occupation  and  apart- 
disturbed  his  breathing,  and  that  to  ments  are  ill  adapted  for  a  delicate 


t^shnicxi -  *  »  » 

derangement.  NotwithstancuDg  a  long    ance  could  forbear  no  longer  to  be  dia- 
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missed  from  her  post.    A  new  stove,  and  who  returned  to  England  in  the 

listed  doors,  and  better  clothing,  seem  summer  perfectly  cured, 

to  have  restored   this  patient  to  her  Some  vulgar  proverbs  point  forcibly 

duty  ;  her  situation,  however,  is  trying  enough  to  the  fact,  that  the  feeble  often 

enough  to  an  extremely  delicate  frame  outlive  the  robust,  and  no  doubt  the 

at  about  30  years  of  age,  and  much  chief  point  of  the  explanation  is,  that 

judicious  care  is  necessary  for  such  a  the  former  are  careful,  and  the  latter 

case.  careless;    but  can  we  reflect  on  the 

A  gentleman  of  great  wealth,  and  sources  of  mischief  incidental  to  both, 

without  mental  resources,  became  ad-  without  concluding,  that  exposure  to 

dieted  to  the  excesses  of  the  table  to  a  cold  is  the  most  certain  and  frequent 

remarkable  degree ;    he  retired  to  rest  danger  that  can  be  named,  and  which 

late   under  a    huge  quantity  of  bed-  generally  might  be  found  to  have  been 

clothes,  and  this  training  seems  to  have  avoided  on  the  one  hand  and  incurred 

been  for  many  years  the  means  of  con-  on  the  other? 

suming  the  superabundance,  and  re-  It  is  surprising  how  frequently  and 

newing  his  appetite  for  dinner.     He  easily  many  invalids  do  take  cold,  and 

took  but  a  little  regular  exercise  and  often  without  knowing  when  or  where, 

.  wore  warm  clothing.  or  how  (not  being  very  considerate); 

Mr.  E.  F.,   of  Bermondsey,  about  and  it  is  important  to  reflect,  that  a  dis- 

28  years  of  age,  of  a  strong  lean  figure,  turbance  being  set  up  in  the  body,  how 

had  an  attack  of  continued  fever,  which  readily  the  weakest  or  most  deteriorated 

wasted  him  for  near  a  month.     We  organ  seems  to  become  oppressed.    To 

gave  him  abundant  counsel  to  avoid  persons  in  health,  it  is  very  certain  that 

the  causes  of  relapse,  but  at  length  he  warm  apartments,  luxurious  beds,  and 

left  his  bed  to  sit  by  the  fire  in  an  undue  clothing,  enervate  and  induce 

ill-appointed  parlour.     From  day  to  languor,  and  thus  increase  the  suscep- 

day  symptoms  of  decline  became  more  tibility  to  disease  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 

apparent,  lots  of  appetite  and  cheer-  almost  every  one  in  turn,  unless  pre- 

fulnesn,  feverishness  and  night  perspi-  maturely  cut  off*,  comes  to  find  the  want 

rations,  couj^h  and  expectoration,  all  of  increasing  warmth  and  comfort, 

made  him  tearful,  and  he  slept  but  It  is  little  to  assert  that  the  warmth 

little.     The  only  remedy  enforced  in  that  overpowers  some  is  vitally    es- 

this  case  was  a  complete  second  suit  of  sential  to  others.    We  do  not  scruple, 

clothes,  and  the  unhappy  symptoms  all  at  least  with  every  month  of  the  year, 

rapidly  vanished.  to  point  out  the  fact  in  a  great  hospital. 

The  disorders  which  are  to  be  treated  where  one  or  another  falls  a  victim  to 
with  warmth,  as  a  means  of  facilitating  ventilation— an  accident,  an  operation, 
the  process  of  recovery,  may  be  consi-  a  chronic  disease,  is  cut  short  by  a 
dered  as  comparatively  simple,  but  sudden  phlegmasia*  ;  an  acute  aflection 
those  which  may  be  advantageously  in  progress  of  cure  is  unawares  fatally 
submitted  to  heat  as  a  kind  or  heroic  aggravated  or  supplanted  by  another ; 
remedy  are  to  be  regarded  with  yet  more  one  patient  escapes  through  half  a 
serious  attention.  The  affections  are  dozen  dangerous  relapses,  only  to  be 
serious,  and  the  treatment  may  seem  se-  cut  off  by  the  next.  The  repeated  re- 
vere, and  cannot  le  safely  taken  in  hand  lapses  of  chronie,  or  more  strictly 
without  much  knowledge  and  discrc-  speaking  variable  disorders,  and  the 
tion.  Distressing  rheumatic  pains,  re-  metastases  and  protean  alternations  of 
current  almost  weekly  for  six  or  eight  others,  are  not  to  be  fully  explained 
years,  aggravated  by  so  many  winters,  without  reference  to  the  like  influences, 
and  pernaps  by  a  much  greater  num-  We  defer  commenting  on  the  varying 
ber  of  deliberate  medical  sieges  and  quantities  of  heat  that  air  removes  in 
sappiugs,  will  not  evacuate  their  strong  proportion  to  the  rapidity  of  its  motion 
holds  with  slight  measures  of  a  few  over  the  surface  of  the  body  in  different 
days*  continuance ;  yet  we  have  known  cases  ;  the  effect  of  dry  air  on  a  moist 
a  lady,  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of  surface  ;  the  probable  proportions  of 
a^e,  carried  on  board  ship,  a  sad  heat  in  different  diatheses,  ages,  and 
cripple,  and  almost  a  hopeless  sufferer  disorders ;  and  also  the  irregular  dis- 

from  such  an  affection,  being  unable  to 

help  herself  into  her  carriage,  whose  *  See  the  account  of  open  fhicture«,  in  the  Cy- 

complaints  *  were    Kivine     way    before  floj)KdiaofSunErery,  and  the  Causes  of  Stranicu- 

half  the  winter  hal passed  in  Jamaica,  m^cjSx  "Miy'"^7^'"  ^'*p-  ^^'  ^^-  ^*  ""^ 
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tribution  of  heat  and  sensations  of  cold  enable  his  frame  to  resist  the  mischiefs, 
which  are  experienced  under  peculiar  He  endured  a  week  of  exposures  and 
circumstances.  The  feverish  man  com-  some  serious  difficulties,  with  but  slight 
plains  of  cold,  where  a  delicate  female  uneasiness,  and  to  him  unusual  and  un- 
( having  perhaps  just  dined)  complains  expected  impunity. 
of  heat.  One  enters  the  house  after  a  Some  persons  may  ask  how  can  it 
walk  and  feels  oppressive  heat,  when  be  safe  to  leave  a  warm  place  and  to 
another  leaving  an  easy  close  carriage  discontinue  the  artificial  comforts?  The 
finds  it  chilly  ;  in  the  course  of  twenty  answer  is  plain.  Invalids  are  not  the 
minutes  these  sensations  may  be  re-  worse  for  temporary  confinement  to  bed, 
versed.  or  to  a  comfortable  parlour.  Those 
It  may,  we  hope,  be  now  conceded  who  have  regained  their  health  by 
that  warmth  like  other  remedies  is  to  going  to  a  hot  country,  find  it  quite 
be  employed  as  it  is  needed.  More  than  safe  to  return  ;  and  in  our  own  country 
this  we  would  not  ask  ;  for,  having  in-  it  is  far  more  easy  to  obtain  a  warm 
dicated  the  general  importance  of  our  climate  without  dangers,  delays,  or  dis- 
views,  we  grant  that  the  disadvantages  comfortp,  and  equally  easy  to  try  to 
of  heat,  as  of  all  medical  disturbance,  leave  it  by  degrees,  although  it  is  pro- 
render  it  essential  to  employ  as  little  as  bably  true  that  a  few  persons  of 
the  emergency  requires.  The  method  peculiar  constitution  cannot  live  long 
ofadministeringwarmth,whethersingly  without  the  constant  comfort  of  great 
or  in  combination,  we  may  yet  en-  warmth.  Accordingly  we  find  every 
deavour  to  determine,  although  much  now  and  then,  one  who  is  compelled  to 
must  be  left  to  experience,  and  a  httle  do  the  best  his  knowledge  and  circum- 
to  experiment.  On  the  whole  a  warm  stances  admit  of.  to  form  a  perpetual 
house  seems  most  like  a  warm  climate,  summer  about  him.  With  judgment 
It  admits  of  great  freedom,  little  or  no  and  care  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to 
additional  clothing  may  be  needed  anticipate  any  source  of  mischief,  and 
when  about  to  move  actively  out  of  surely  it  may  not  be  too  much  to  ex- 
doors.  Perspiration  is  to  be  moderated,  press  a  hope  lliat  we  may  one  day  see  such 
and  the  internal  functions  regulated,  plans  in  operation  in  a  part  of  every 
And  all  this  is  by  no  means  difficult  great  charity,  in  some  establishments 
under  favourable  circumstances.  for  education,  and  in  various  situations 
The  practices  of  different  nations,  as  for  the  comfort  of  the  feeble,  and  the 
the  Swedes  and  Russians,  and  others,  aged  of  all  classes, 
might  afford  many  useful  lessons  with  When  warmth  is  required  strength 
regard  to  what  is  safe  and  salutary  in  is  gained  by  having  recourse  to  it,  and 
the  application  of  warmth  ;  but  it  is  strength  being  thus  gained,  diminished 
not  pretended  to  be  universally  specific  temperature  becomes  gradually  re- 
in its  action  as  a  remedial  agent ;  but  quired,  and  is  often  attended  with  pro- 
as an  ever  present  means  to  use  or  portionate  increase  of  strength  and 
to   abuse,   it   must    exert   its  propor-  benefit. 

tionate  influence  on  our  economy.  We  have  already  in  part  explained 
The  harmlessness  of  long-continued  how  it  happens  that  when  the  vigour 
heat  is  forcibly  shewn  in  the  following  is  restored  by  comfort,  a  freer  diet, 
fact.  A  gentleman  who  laboured  under  more  exercise,  and  even  diminished 
mild  typhus,  and  was  naturally  very  clothing,  are  not  incompatible  with  ex- 
Fensible  of  cold,  remained  from  choice  posure  even  to  the  severities  of  winter, 
during  two  months  of  winter  in  a  tem-  We  may  often  return  to  the  illustration 
perature  strictly  regulated,  between  of  this  observation. 
fe**  and  7(F  (rarely  a  Httle  higher).  The  very  objection  to  thermal  com- 
andhe  was  besides  always  well  covered,  fort  made  by  many  judicious  and  well- 
When  his  convalescence  was  consider-  informed  persons  is  one  of  the  most 
ably  advanced,  circumstances  obliged  striking  and  general  proofs  of  the  ad- 
him  to  leave  all  his  comforts  entirely,  vantages  and  necessity  of  securing 
and  to  expose  himself  in  snowy  feeble  persons  against  cold, 
weather  botn  out  of  doors  and  in  very  It  is  constantly  advanced  that  per- 
unfavourable  apartments.  This  was  sons  may  not  suddenly  leave  a  warm 
done  not  altogether  without  care,  but  cHmate  without  danger,  The  erand 
he  expresses  his  conviction  that  the  intention  of  artificial  warmth  Miould 
warm  regimen  assisted  very  much  to  be  simply  to  obviate    this    evil:    to 
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guard  against  the  constant  or  casual  physician  is  the  general ;  the  Pharma- 
inconveniences  of  our  own  climate,  to  copoeia— using  this  term  in  a  very  wide 
invigorate  and  prepare  the  delicate  to  acceptation— is  his  army ;  the  disease 
bear  them,  and  to  enable  them  to  take  is  the  enemy  opposed  to  him.  He  has 
the  full  benefit  of  every  favourable  his  skirmishes,  as  well  as  his  pitched 
season  or  even  turn  of  weather.  It  battles,  to  fight.  He  has  his  long 
cannot  be  denied  that  one  who  cannot  campaigns,  as  well  as  his  sudden  encoun- 
bear  a  favourable  English  summer,  ters,  to  be  prepared  for.  He  has  his  out- 
even  with  care,  may  return  from  the  posts  to  look  after,  his  guards  to  set,  his 
tropics  able  to  endure  unhurt  a  severe  entrenchments  to  fortify,  his  garrisons 
winter,  and  that  with  little  or  no  care,  to  subsist.     His  commissariat,  as  well 

It  is  both  foolish  and  false,  between  as  his  gunnery  and  ammunition  stores, 
error  and  wilfulness,  to  contend  that  must  be  attended  to.  When  apparently 
heat  must  of  necessity  relax  or  enfeeble,  most  secure,  he  is  liable  to  sudden  sur- 
Why  are  the  first  days  of  convalescence  prises  and  inroads;  the  work  of  one 
those  of  confinement,  perhaps  even  to  nour  may  upset  the  exertions  of  a 
bed?  What  is  the  chief  cause  of  whole  month;  the  events  of  one  day 
relapses  ?  The  early  neglect  of  com-  may  ruin  the  labour  of  years.  And, 
fort  is  the  evil  to  be  fearea ;  it  represses  last  of  all,  he  must  be  prepared  for 
every  natural  and  restorative  action  many  emergencies  which  no  human 
that  the  infantile  condition  demands,  vigilance  can  foresee,  and  no  human 
What  more  certain  advantage  of  the  prudence  can  prevent.  A  passing 
sea-side  to  tender  subjects  tnan  mild  storm  may  lay  prostrate  in  a  moment 
and  equable  temperature  ?  What  his  wisest  preparations ;  or  the  under- 
more  real  and  tangible  in  the  benefit  mining  influence  of  fear  and  despon- 
of  "country  air,"  as  we  say,  than  dency  may  render  them  all  of  no  avail, 
quitting  bad  habits  for  protracted  No  set  of  men  surelv  ought  to  know 
gentle  exercise,  long  rest  in  bed  free  better,  or  feel  more  deeply,  than  the 
from  exposure,  and  full  diet,  by  which  soldier  and  the  physician,  the  full  force 
a  free  and  equal  swing  is  given  to  all  of  the  saying,  that  "  the  race  is  not  to 
functions  ?  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong*." 

Artizans  exposed  to  heat  and  cold  in  3^  ^^^^^  ^^^ 
a  very  irregular  manner,  and  without 
either  disposition  or  judgment  to  pro- 

tect  themselves,  are  yet  enabled,  in  a  EVIL  CONSEQUENCES 

vast  number  of  instances,  to  grow  old  ofthb 

i^riaYJL^lmLToTdSoi^^^^  ""  TOO  EARLY  APPLICATION  OF  THE 

The   solid  objections  to  the  use  of  '    STARCHED  BANDAGE  IN  A  CASE 

warmth,  and  the  precautions  and  aims  OF  SIMPLE  FRACTURE  OF 

to  be  considered  with  it,  are  like  those  THE  FORE-ARM. 

connected  with  all  remedial  operations.  

The  theory  of  general  irritation,  which 

we  shall  endeavour  to  unfold,  may  be  7\>  the  Editor  qflhe  Medical  Gazette. 

the  means  of  reflecting  some  light  on  g 

all  these  points.  _            *           ^  ..      . 

The  opinions  of  Sir  George  Lefevre,  Should   the    following    be     thought 

"  Thermal  Comfort,"  lately  published,  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  Medical  Ga- 

appear  to  us  well  deserving  attention,  z^tte,  an  early  insertion  in  its  columns 

Tlie    perusal  of  these,   and    the    re-  would  much  oblige  the  writer, 

trospect  of  our  own  reflections,  leave  ^  ^^^  sir, 

us  more  than  ever  strongly  impressed  Your  obedient  servant, 

with  the  conclusion,  that  a  still  more  ^'  M*Cash,  Surgeon, 

careful  analysis  of  physiological  pro-^  JulyiMS. 

cesses  is  to  be  alike  the  mam  basis  of  I   was  called  upon    a  considerable 

pathology  and  therapeutics.    We  apply  time  ago  to  visit  a  boy  twelve  years  of 

the  following  quotation  with  some  con-  age,  and  of  slender  conformation,  who 

fidence  to  the  study  of  heat  and  cold.  had  fallen  from  the  top  of  an  old  wall  to 

"Be  assured  there  is  no  little  analogy  the  ground,  and  was  supposed  to  have 

between  the  duties  of  the  military  and 

those  of  the  medical  profession.    The  •  Med.-Chir.  Rey.  No.  77,  p.  i«7. 
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sustained  a  fracture  of  the  arm.    On  any  preyious  time  been.    A  litttle  con- 

arrinn^  at  the  house  I  found  the  patient  stitutional  disturbance  was  discover- 

seated  in  ah  easy  chair,  with  the  in-  able,  but  no  prominent  symptom  existed 

i'ored  arm  resting  on  a  cushion,  and  all  to  cause  alarm.  Bowels  had  been  twice 

lis  members  agitated  by  the  intensity  moved  during  the  night,  and  several 

of  his  sufferings.    The  history  of  the  ineffectual  attempts  had  been  made  to 

case  and  the  appearance  of  the  arm  at  vomit.    Being  called  away  in  a  hurry 

once  betrayed  the  nature  of  the  injury,  to  some  distance  from  the  scene  of  the 

and  enabled  mc  without  hesitation  to  accident,    upwards   of    seven    weeks 

come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  fore-  elapsed  before  I  had  an  opportunity 

arm  must  be  broken  in  both  its  bones  again  of  revisiting  my  patient.  During 

midway  between  the  wrist  and  elbow,  mv  absence,  except  a  few  days  after  I 

Manipulation    detected    crepitus    and  left  him,  the  boy  had  continued  with- 

considerable  displacement.    The  lower  out  any  considerable  pain,  had  betaken 

half  of  the  fore-arm  was  bent  in  a  for-  himself  to  play,  and  favourable  hopes 

ward  direction  upon  the  upper  at  an  were  entertained  bv  the  parents  that  he 

angle  of  nearly  twelve  degrees.   Power  would  be  all  to  rights  again  as  soon  as 

of  motion  was  completely  destroyed,  and  mv  return  should  sanction  the  removal 

a  good  deal  of  distortion  existed  round  of  his  bandage.     On  the  eighth  week 

the  fracture.    Only  half  an  hour  had  after  its  application,   I  cut  open  the 

elapsed  since  the  time  of  the  accident,  bandage  and  exposed  the  naked  arm. 

ana  no  inflammatory  symptoms  had  Bones  were  in  perfect  apposition  and 

yet  begun  to  show  themselves.    The  firmly  united.     A  glueing  of  callus  was 

fracture  was  easily  reduced,  but  an  ob-  still   discoverable    around    the   joint, 

stacletokeeping  it  so  until  the  apparatus  The  finger  and  wrist  joints  were  stiff 

had  been  applied,  arose  in   tne  oc-  and     immoveable     even     under    the 

currence  of  violent  spasmodic  contrac-  strongest  endeavours  of  the  patient  to 

tionsof  the  flexor  and  extensor  muscles,  make  them  peld.    But  these  disagree- 

Had  recourse  to  camomile  fomentations  able  circumstances  were  viewed  as  the 

to  the  part,  and  administered  a  dose  of  necessary  consequences  of  their  previous 

sulph.  magnes.  holdiuj^in  combination  disuse,  and  no  doubts  were  entertained 

a  small  proportion  of  the  tartrate  of  but  that  their  flexibility  would  return 

antimony.    A  short  time  previous  I  as  the  freauency  of  attempts  to  exercise 

had  been  reading  some  accounts  by  them  would  increase.  The  cure  seemed 

Velpeau  of  the  successful  application  so  complete,  that  only  a  few  days  were 

of    la   bandage  immobile  in  cases  of  deemea  necessary  to  allow  of  the  parts 

simple  fracture  newly  contracted,  and  recovering    their    natural     condition, 

pleased  with  the  nature  of  the  details,-  when  the  boy  should  be  set  at  liberty 

Dad  resolved  on  giving  it  a  trial  in  and  return  to  school.     Fearful,  how- 

the  first    suitable    case  that    should  ever,    lest    the    excitement    of  being 

present  itself.    Several  circumstances  allowed  his  freedom,  should  betray  him 

seemed  to  me  to  point  out  the  present  into  acts  of  indiscretion,  and  occasion 

case  as  adapted  to  my  purpose,  and  on  untoward  circumstances  to  his  arm,  I 

the  strength  of  Velpeau's  recommenda-  caused  him  to  wear  a  splint  for  a  time, 

tioD,  proceeded  witnout  loss  of  time  to  and  keep  his  arm  suspended  in  a  sling 

have  Uie  arm  encased  within  the  folds  until  the  union  of  his  broken  bones 

of  the  starched  buidage.    Patient  com-  should  become  more  complete.    The 

plained  a  good  deal  of  pain  and  tight-  splint  was  applied    along   the  inner 

ness  on  its  first  application,  but  beiug  tispect  of  the  arm,  and  in  order  that  he 

assured    these    unpleasant    symptoms  should  exercise    his   hand,    extended 

would  abate  as  soon  as  the  evaporation  only  from  the  bend  of  the  arm  to  the 

of  the  moisture  should  impart  looseness  wrist.    Circumstances  again  prevented 

to  the  bandage*  he  bore  up  with  his  me  from  seeing  him  for  nearly  five 

difiicultiea  for  a  time,  and  before  the  months ;  when  the  following  was  found 

lapse  of  half  an  hour  had  sunk  into  a  to  be  the  condition  of  the  arm.     I  may 

lefreshinff  deep.    Saw  him  next  mom-  here  state  for  my  own  justification,  that 

ing,  and  found  every  thing  in  the  con-  I  was  only  an  occasional  visitor  at  the 

dition  I  could  have  desired  them  to  be.  house  of  a  friend  where  the  boy  laid, 

Pkin  had  been  very  severe  during  the  and  allowed  myself  to  interfere  with 

night,  bat  had  suSsided  towards  the  the  case  from  the  circumstance  only 

morning,  and  was  now  less  than  it  had  that  there  happened  to  be  no  resident 
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medical  man  in  the  place,  and  of  my  contracted  finders,  as  upon  an  inert 
being  on  the  spot  near  which  the  hook  appended  to  his  arm.  If  I  were 
accident  occiired.  The  parts  had  pre-  asked  what  deviations  from  the  healthy 
viously  assumed  a  pliant  inactive  con-  condition  of  parts  would  be  discovered 
dition  from  which  they  had  not  yet  at-  by  dissection  of  the  arm,  my  answer 
tempted  to  recover,  but  allowed  them-  would  be — All  the  usual  conseciuenccs 
selves  to  be  modified,  and  acted  upon  of  acute  subjacent  inflammation  ter- 
by  every  concurrent  circumstance,  for  minating  short  of  the  formation  of  pas ; 
good  or  for  evil,  without  evincing  any  thickening  and  condensation  of  all  the 
tendency  on  their  own  part  to  re-  tissues ;  a  copious  deposition  of  orga- 
gain  their  natural  condition.  The  nised  lymph  around  and  into  the  sub- 
fracture  was  still  firmly  united,  and  stance  of  muscles;  morbid  adhesions 
the  callus  was  nearly  all  absorbed,  of  one  part  to  another,  with  all  the 
The  fleshy  part  of  the  arm  unusually  other  changes  due  to  the  same  cause, 
round  and  firm,  conveying  the  impres-  to  which  alone  the  loss  of  motion  of  the 
sion,  when  handled,  as  if  the  muscles  limb  was  attributable.  I  have  said 
W'ere  matted  together.  Flexion  and  subjacent  inflammation,  for  the  rigid 
extension,  save  to  a  very  limited  de-  bandage  acted  exactly  the  same  part  as 
gree,  quite  destroyed.  The  wrist  a  tense  fascia  over  tne  morbid  action 
drooped  over  the  end  of  the  splint,  and  which  was  going  on  beneath  it.  If  the 
was  beyond  the  control  of  the  p.itient.  question  were  repeated,  in  hov/  far 
The  fingers  were  rigidly  hooked  upon  were  all  these  untoward  circumstances 
the  palm  of  the  hand,  and  likewise  so  prejudicial  to  the  walking  of  the 
defied  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  patient  connected  with  the  treatment 
patient  to  make  them  straight.  Sen-  which  was  followed  for  his  recovery, 
sation  undiminished.  Arm  a  little  my  reply  would  be  in  afliirmation  of 
emaciated,  and  rendered  totally  useless  their  connection  being  so  nearly  united 
as  an  organ  of  prehension.  The  ten-  that  ihe  one  might  almost  be  regarded 
dons  of  the  flexor  muscles  were  pro-  as  the  consequence  of  the  other.  To 
minent  at  the  wrist,  and  resembled  say  unhesitatingly  that  the  case  would 
contracted  cords  passing  on  to  the  have  terminated  more  favourably  under 
hand.  On  a  more  close  examination  the  splint  and- roller  treatment,  would 
of  the  case,  it  became  perfectly  evident  be  to  assume  a  stronger  position  than 
that  such  an  undcscribable  state  of  the  nature  of  the  premises  would 
things  depended,  not  upon  any  rigidity  allow;  but  certainly  1  think  there  are 
of  the  joints,  but  on  a  certam  abnormal  few  surgeons  of  the  present  day  who 
condition  of  the  muscles  whose  office  would  have  been  prepared  to  meet  the 
it  was  to  move  them ;  for  though  flexion  conseqr.ences  whicn  ensued.  My  own 
and  extension,  as  well  as  pronation  conviction  is  that  80  at  least  out  of  100 
and  supination,  were  materially  im-  of  such  cases,  treated  with  the  ordinary 
paired  to  the  patient,  who  required  the  remedies,  would  have  done  well.  For 
aid  of  the  other  hand  to  make  his  the  want  of  success,  however,  attend- 
fingers  move,  yet  these  motions  were  ing  the  present  case,  I  would  not  by 
not  so  utterly  suspended  as  to  be  be-  any  means  depreciate  the  starched 
yond  the  power  or  being  performed  by  bandage  as  a  remedial  means,  for  in 
the  aid  of  a  bystander;  with  these  my  opinion  it  must  ever  be  regarded  as  a 
restrictions,  however,  that  when  the  valuable  addition  to  our  sur^^calarmff- 
carpus  was  pulled  up  into  the  line  of  mentarium  ;  but  the  position  I  would 
the  fore-arm,  the  fingers  hooked  the  wish  to  see  subverted  is  that  of  Sendin, 
more,  and  conversely  the  fingers  were  the  inventor,  who  attributes  the  prin- 
capable  of  being  brought  into  the  ciplal  share  of  its  utility  to  earliness  of 
straight  position*  only  through  the  application.  Never  was  the  invention 
instrumentality  of  the  bend  at  the  of  a  useful  instrument  so  overshadowed 
wrist.  Such  seemed  to  be  the  perma-  by  wrong  directions  for  its  use,  and 
nent  condition  assumed  by  the  parts,  perhaps  there  are  few  appliances  from 
Patient  complained  of  no  pain,  and  which  more  baneful  consequences  by 
seemed  to  have  accommodated  his  dis-  injudicious  management  could  be  made 
position  to  the  altered  condition  of  his  to  flow.  No  prudent  surgeon  should 
arm.  When  he  requires  to  carry  any  overlook  the  guidance  of  his  own 
weight  by  the  aflfected  limb,  the  body  judgment  in  the  promulgated  advices 
requirea  to  be  hung  round  upon  his  of  authors    and    inventors,    however 
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authoritative    they  may  Beem,  as   to  After  the  constant  discussion  which 

resort  to  such  constricting  measures  in  the  subject  of  absorption  has  of  late 

the    treatment    of    fractures    as    the  years  undergone,  it  seems  now  to  be 

starched  bandages  before  the  in  flam-  the  general  opinion,  that  whilst  this 

fnatory  period  which  succeeds  every  property  in   the  rest  of  the  body  is 

accident  has  gone  over,  and  the  parts  exclusively  possessed  by  the  blood- ves- 

have  subsided  into  their  due  medium  sels,  it  is  also  shared  in  the  intestines 

of  action.     Such  is  the  proper  period  by  the  lacteals.    The  experiments  of 

for  deriving  its  full  advantage ;  but  to  Magendie,    and    other    physiologists, 

apply  it  before  this  time  is  to  impose  have  clearly  shown  that  the  lymphatics 

a  control  upon  nature  which  she  will  of  other  parts  never,  under  any  cir- 

not  suffer,  and  consequences  most  pre-  cums lances,  absorb,  and  doubtless  from 

judicial  to  the  reputation  of  the  sur-  the  similarity  in  their  structure,  and  in 

geon  are  almost  certain  to  ensue ;  for  their  condition,  in  an  empty  state  of 

every  one  but  moderately  versed  in  the  intestinal  canal,  the  same  would 

his  profession,  who,  while  he  knows  have  been  inferred  of  the  lacteals,  but 

what    benefit  is  to  be  derived  from  that  their  turgid  state  during  digestion, 

depiction,  and  the  removal  of  tension  and  an  apparent  analogy  between  them 

in  inflamed  parts,  must,  at  the  same  and  the  roots  of  vegetables,  have  misled 

time,  be  aware  what  will  be  the  nature  inquirers  into  their  functions.     It  is 

of  the  results  when  not  only  these  salu-  my  object  to  show,  that  in  the  intes- 

tary  measures    have    been  neglected,  tines,  or  elsewhere,  the  absorbing  power 

but  a  treatment  of  the  very  adverse  resides  entirely  in  the  blood-vessels, 

kind  pursued.     It  reminds  me  of   a  and  that  the  lacteals  act  only  as  ducts 

commandment  which  would  say,  throw  to  carry  away  the  nutritive  matters 

water  into  the  fire,  and  you  will  ex-  taken  up  by  the  former,  their  existence 

tinguish  it,  while  the  person  spoken  being  necessarily  required  on  account 

to  not  only  disregards  the  precaution  of  the  impedunent  to  the  circulation 

but  adds  more  fuel  to  the  flame,  with  through  these  blood-vessels  (when  dis- 

the  intention  in  his  view  of  accom-  tended  with  the  fluids  they  have  just 

glishin&f  the  same  end,  and    in   the  absorbed),    arising    from     the     blood 

lindfoldedness  of  his  error  allows  the  which  has  already  supplied  the  intes- 

fabric    to  be  consumed    or    rendered  tines    having    to    pass     through    the 

unfit  for  use.    The  case  I  have  related,  capillary  circulation  of  the  liver, 

by  following  the  directions  of  others  In  attempting  to  demonstrate    the 

rather  than  in  attending  to  my  own  above  statement,  it  will  be  necessary 

judgment,  affords  a  vivid  illustration  first,  to  prove  that  the  lacteals  cannot 

of  this  fi^re,  and  if  errors  blindly  con-  of  themselves  absorb, 

tracted  may  be  forgiven,  I  would  not  Ist,  Segallas  placed  poison  in   the 

hesitate  to  affirm  that  the  consequences  intestine  of  an  animal,  and  tied  the 

which  ensued  were  the  effects  of  the  vessels  of  the  part.    No  symptoms  of 

practice    employed.     It  may  form    a  poisoning    tooK    place    in    one  hour, 

warning  to  others,  and  as  such  I  give  although  here  the  lacteals  were  unob- 

it  without  reserve.    Three  years  have  structed. 

now  elapsed  since  the  occurrence  of  2d,  I  filled  the  intestine  of  a  rabbit 

the  accident  cited ;  the  arm  continues  Yfith  milk,  and  isolating  a  portion  of  it 

as  unserviceable  as  before.  by  ligature,  deprived  it  of  its  circulation 

— by  tying   its  mesenteric  vessels,  and 

ON  THE  returned  the  bowel  into  the  abdomen. 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  LACTEALS.  On  examining  it  afterwards,  no  absorp- 

tion  had  taken  place  in  the  isolated 

Sir,  fully  distended. 

If  you  think  the  accompanying  paper  3d,  I  drew  out  a  loop  of  intestine 

worthy  of  a  place  in  your  journal  I  from  the  abdomen  of  a  rabbit  which 

should  feel  much  obliged  by  its  in-  had  been  previously  fed  (the  lacteals 

sertion.— I  am,  sir,  being  then  distended  with  chyle),  and 

Your  obedient  servant,  tied  the  vessels  leading  to  it,  at  the 

Samuel  Fbnwick,  M.R.C.S.  same  t'jne  cutting  off  any  vascular 

9t  An>ftD%  July  7  1M».  contodon  with  the  contiguous  porUons 
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of  gut  by  ligature.    In  a  short  time,  account  for  what  takes  place  in  the 

on  inspecting  the  animal,  the  intestinal  living  body. 

lacteak  on  the  isolated  portion  were        Haying  seen,  Ist,  that  the  lacteals, 

found    emptied,  whilst  tnose  of   the  when  deprived  of  the  circulation  (even 

mesentery  and    of   the  neighbouring  though  nervous  influence,  and  a  certain 

portions  of  the  bowel  were  still  filled  degjree  of  turgidity  of  the   part,   are 

with  fluid.  maintained)  cannot  absorb  any  fluid, 

It  is  evident,  from  the  result  of  the  not  even  the  chyle,  which  it  is  sup- 
above  experiments^  that  the  distension  posed  to  be  their  peculiar  property  to 
of  the  lacteals  is  in  some  manner  con-  take  up ;  and  3dly,  that  the  blood- ves- 
nected  with  the  circulation :  they  prove  sels  can  and  do  perform  this  function, 
that  the  so-called  lacteal  absorption  which  simply  depends  upon  the  physi- 
depends  neither  on  simple  capftlary  cal  power  possessed  by  any  stream  of 
attraction,  nor  upon  this  mrce,  assisted  fluia;  we  have  now  to  assign  reasons 
by  the  distension  of  their  mouths  by  rendering  it  probable  that  the  use  of 
the  influx  of  blood  which  takes  place  the  lacteals  is  only  to  convey  the  chyle 
during  digestion  (for  the  blood  was  absorbed  by  the  blood-vessels, 
here  retained  in  its  vessels  and  no  1st,  It  has  been  observed,  that  when 
absorption  ensued) ;  and  that  it  does  fluids  arc  injected  into  the  intestine 
not  arise  from  any  ciliary  motion,  or  they  appear  to  enter  equally  the  blood- 
nervous  influence,  is  evident  from  the  vessels  and  the  lacteals :  thus,  in  the 
third  experiment,  as  the  chyle  was  experiments  of  Fodera,  a  solution  of 
found  to  have  been  carried  forwards  prussiate  of  potassa  was  injected  into 
into  the  lacteals  of  the  mesentery — a  the  intestine,  and  on  testing  the  fluids 
sufficient  proof  that  nervous  influence  of  the  blood-vessels  and  lacteals  with 
must  have  continued  in  the  intestine  sulphate  of  iron,  both  were  foimd  to 
after  absorption  had  terminated.  contain  the  same  salt;  and  as  we  have 

It  being  thus  proved  that  the  lacteals  before  proved  that  the  lacteals  cannot, 

do  not  absorb,  it  becomes  necessary,  in  and  the  blood-vessels  can,  and  do,  ab- 

the  next  place,  to  examine  some  of  the  sorb  salts,  it  follows,  that  the  prussiate 

arguments  by  which  the  opinion  that  of    potassa    must    have    entered    the 

the  blood-vessels  perform  this  function  latter  before  their  appearance  in  the 

is  supported.  lacteals. 

Ist,  Delille  and  Magendie  tied  the  2dly.  If  we  look  to  comparative 
lacteals  of  a  portion  of  intestine  in  a  anatomy,  we  discover  that  no  great  de- 
living  animal,  leaving  the  blood-vessels  velopment  of  the  lacteal  system  is  ob- 
unobstrucled,  and  found  the  usual  served,  until  we  reach  that  part  of  the 
effects  produced  on  injecting  poisons  animal  scale  where  the  intestinal  blood 
into  the  gut.  has  to  pass  through  the  capillary  cir- 

2d,  Fodera  and  others  detected  salts  culation  of  the  liver;  and  on  consider- 
in  the  mesenteric  veins  after  injecting  ing  this  circumstance,  it  will  be  found 
them  into  the  intestines.  to  afford  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of 

3d,  Tiedemann,  Gmelin,  and  Meyer,  the  theory  here  advanced.  The  heart's 

have  observed  c/tt/le  in  the  mesenteric  action  being  augmented  in  strength 

and  portal  veins.  and  frequency  whilst  digestion  is  going 

4th,  Absorption    in    many    of    the  on,  the  rapidity  of  intestinal  circulation 

lower  orders  of  animals  is  carried  on  is  greatly  increased,  but  at  the  same 

entirely  by  the  blood-vessels,  no  trace  time,  the  vessels  being  in  contact  with 

of.  lymphatics  or  lacteals  having  been  a  quantity  of  fluids,  the  products  of 

discovered  in  them.  digestion,  they  must  by  the  physical 

6th,  I  would  refer  more  especially  laws  above  referred  to   commence  to 

to  a  paper  lately  published    in    the  absorb  them.  They  will  by  these  means 

Medical    Gazette    by    my   talented  soon  become  gorged,  in  consequence  of 

friend  Mr.  Robinson,  in  which  it  is  the  vis  a  tergo  forcing  on  their  contents 

shown  that  the  whole  process  of  ab-  faster  than  they  can  be  discharged  into 

sorption  depends  upon  physical  prin-  the  general  circulation,  on  account  of 

cipies,  and  that  a  current  of  any  fluid  the  mechanical  obstacles  opposed  by 

is  alone  necessary  to  explain  the  phe-  the  capillary  circulation  of  the  liver, 

nomenon,  without  having  occasion  to  What,  then,  must  be  the  natural  result 

aUl  to  oar  Md  any  mysterious   and  of  this  engorgement  ?  either  the  fluids 

unknown  principle   of  attraction   t6  contained  in   the  blood-vessels  must 
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flow  through  their  sides,  or  a  complete  lacteal  will  flow  back  again  into  the 

stoppage  of  the  circulation  will  take  blood-vessels,   and  cause    the    empty 

place.    The  porous  structure  of  the  state  of  the  lacteal  which  is  observed 

capillaries  prevents  the  latter,  and  if  it  to  take  place  after    some    time    has 

were  not  for  the  distension  of  the  in-  elapsed. 

testinal  tube  by  the  digested  materials,  Ihe  only    two  objections    to    this 

and  its  constant  contractions,  it  is  pro-  theory,  which  appear  to  me  of  sufficient 

bable  that  the  newly  absorbed  fluids  force  to  merit  notice,  are  the  foUow- 

would  again  pass  into  the  cavity  of  the  ing : — 

gut.     But  this  being  prevented   the  Ist.  The  fact  ofthe  chyle  being  usually 

chyle  oozes  out  of  the  blood-vessels  of  a  white  colour,  so  that  it  is  gene- 

into  the  caj)illary  lacteals,  which  are  rally  said  the  lacteals  refuse  to  take  up 

placed  withm  a  net-work  of  vessels  for  colouring  matters.    But   if  we  reflect 

this  purpose  in  the  villi  of  the  intes-  how  little  of  any  colouring  matter  is 

tines.  usually  prepared  for  absorption  by  the 

Viewing  the  whole  mucous  mem-  digestive  process,  as  evinced  by  the 

brane  of  the  intestines  in  this  light,  we  colour  of  tne  excrements  of  herbivorous 

perceive  each  villus  to  form  a  complete  animals,  and  when  we  consider  how 

eland,  agreeing  with  the  other  glan-  much  more  easy  it  is  to  detect  by  tests 

dular  tissues  of  the  body  in  structure,  colouring  matters  in  a  clear  fluid  like 

as  it  consists  of  a  ramification  of  blood-  urine,  than  to  observe  any  slight  change 

vessels  and  capillary  ducts,  (the  latter  of  colour  in  chyle,  this  objection  loses 

being  the  lacteals,)  the  former  for  the  much  of  its  importance.  Besides,  many 

separation  and  the  latter  for  the  trans-  physiologists  have  most  distinctly  ob- 

mission  of  its  secretion  (the  chyle) :  served  the  lacteals  filled  with  coloured 

the    whole    series    of   smaller    ducts  fluids,  which  had  been  injected  into 

eventually  uniting,  as  in  other  glands,  the  intestines,  and  there  is  no  doubt 

to  form  one  large  conducting  tube,  the  that  the  lymphatics  of  the  liver  have 

thoracic  duct,  and  only  difl'ering  from  been  seen  containing  bile  in  cases  of 

the  generality  of  glands  in  use,  as  its  jaundice,  and  that  those  of  the  spleen 

secretion  consists  of  matters  lately  ab-  frequently    contain     blood    globules, 

sorbed  and  necessary  for  nutrition,  and  which  is  very  likely  to  happen  in  an 

in    its    function    being  regulated    by  organ  so  constituted,  and  so  prone  to 

mechanical    forces,    uncontrolled    by  congestion, 

nervous  energy.  2a.  Miiller  remarks  that  the  globules 

It   has  been    considered,  that    the  of  chyle  are  much  larger  than    the 

lacteals  were  invested  with  the  peculiar  capillary  blood-vessels,  and  on  this  ac- 

property    of    selecting    the  materials  count  an  objection  may  be  raised ;  but 

necessary  for  the  nourishment  of  the  we  do  not  yet  know  whether  the  chyle 

body,  wHilst  the  blood-vessels  not  being  or  similar  fluids,  when  absorbed,  do 

equally  gifted  with  discernment,  in-  contain  globules,  indeed,  I  am  inclined 

discriminately  took  up  whatever  was  to  suppose   that  in  most  cases  these 

presented  to  them ;  but  the  fact  of  the  microscopical  bodies  are  not  formed 

lacteals  when  tied  still  continuing  to  until  after  the  fluid  has  entered  the 

absorb,  was  always  felt  to  complicate  vessels,  for  if  globules  of  chyle,  pus, 

the  theory  of  the  functions  of  the  rival  &c.  of  so  large  a  size  can  enter  the 

vessels ;  it  is  evident,  however,  if  the  pores  of  the  lacteals,  these  pores  should 

above  statement  of  their  use  be  correct,  be  apparent ;    and  how    do  we   find 

that  this  admits  of  an  easy  explana-  deposits  of  pus  in  various  textures  of 

tion  :  when  a  lacteal  is  tied,  the  blood-  the  body,  if  the  capillaries  of  these 

vessels  being  uninjured  will  continue  parts    be    too    small    to     admit    the 

to  absorb  the  chyle,  and  pour  it  into  globules  ? 

the  obstructed  vessel,  until,  as  observed  Whether  the  above  theory  of  the 

by  experimentalists,  it  appears  ready  to  use  of  the  lacteals  may  be  extended  to 

burst :    the  pressure  of  the  fluids  in  explain  that  of  the  other  parts  of  the 

the  blood-vessels  being  then  balanced  Ivmphatic  system,  we  have  not  yet  suf- 

by  that  in  the  distended  lacteal,  no  ncient  facts  to  determine ;  indeed,  more 

more  will  enter,  but  as  the  surrounding  experimental  evidence  should  have  been 

vessels  become  restored  to  their  usual  adduced  in  support  of  the  subject  of 

degree  of  distension,  when  digestion  is  the  present  paper,  but  being  at  present, 

finished  the  fluid  in  the   obstructed  from  other  engagemeuta^dftV»x\^'S^l\w«B. 
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pursuing  thcsnbject,  and  being  myself  were  subdued,  and  continued  till  a  few 

fully  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  days  before   his  admission,   when   he 

the  theory,  1  deemed  it  proper  to  sub-  found  that  he  had  suddenly  lost  the 

mit  it  at  once  to  the  investigation  of  use  of  the  right  side —his  intellect  not 

others,  who,  being  unprejudiced  in  its  being  affected.     He  recovered  rapidly 

favour,    may   be   able   more   candidly  under  the  use  of  calomel  and  antimony, 

than  myself  to  judge  of  its  truth,  or  ex-  John  White,  eet.  32,  cooper,  admitted 

tend  its  applications.  25th  March  for  cataract  in   the   left 

eye.     States  that  two  years  ago  he  had 


HEMIPLEGIA  CONSEQUENT  ON  ^tbrL  tS^^Ti"^^^^ 

SYPHILIS.  fQY  ^^rjjjch  he  was  salivated.    For  the 

last  year  has  felt  ill,  but  cannot  describe 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  any   prominent    symptom,   except    an 

^  occasional  sore-throat.     Seven  weeks 

^'^»  ago,  while  at  his  work,  he  suddenly 

In  the  Medical  Gazette  of  May  27,  lost  the  use  of  the  right  side,  retaining 

1842,  Dr.  Budd  has  called  attention  to  his  intellects   entire.      He    recovered 

some  cases  concurrent  with,  or  depend-  rapidly  under  the  influence  of  mercury, 

ing  upon,  the  presence  of  the  syphilitic  Owen  Richards,  ajt.  oO,  clerk  in  an 

virus  in   the  system.     Since    Hearing  office,    was    admitted    with    complete 

that  cHnical  lecture,  I  have  paid  much  hemiplegia  of  the  right  side  (the  face 

attention  to  the  subject,  and^nave  been  being  much  drawn  to  the  left),  which 

fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  other  had  occurred  a  few  days  prior  to  his 

cases,   which,  like  those  he   records,  admission.    At   the    invasion    of    the 

seem    fairly    traceable    to    the    same  attack  he  had  been  deprived  of  his 

disease.  senses  for  some  time,  and  was,  while 

Richard  Potts,  aet.  32,  millwright,  in   the   hospital,  unable  to  articulate 

of  temperate  habits,  was  admitted  into  distinctly.      His  history  is    therefore 

the  Liverpool  Infirmary,  Feb.  20, 1843,  necessarily  imperfect.     He  called  my 

with    hemiplegia.      Stated    that    two  attention,  however,  to  a  large  chancre 

years  ago  he  contracted  the  venereal  situated  on  the  glans,  which  I  ascer- 

disease,   and  that  since  that   he  has  tained  had   been   contracted  at  least 

suffered  from  sore -throat  four  several  three    months    before    the    paralytic 

times.     Soon  after  he  was  cured  from  seizure.     He  greatly  benefitted  under 

the  last  attack  (which  was  very  obsti-  the  use  of  mercuiy,  sarsaparilla,  and 

Date),  he  had  a  trifling  paralytic  seizure,  the  iodide  of  potassium ;  but  went  out 

About  five  weeks  subsequently  he  had  at  his  own  request  before  he  was  com- 

another  attack,  which  deprived  him  of  pletely  restored. 

his  senses  for  a  time,  as  well  as  the  Mr.  R.  A.,  whose  history  I  have  not 

power  of  using  the  left  side.      Sight  been    able  to  procure  in  detail,  was 

and  speech  he  regained  under  the  use  subject  to  repeated  attacks  of  hemi- 

of  mercury ;    the  muscular  power  by  plegia,  the  first  of  whjch  came  on  when 

the  repeated  application  of  galvanic  ne  was  about  33.     He  had  been  fre- 

shocks  soon  after  his  admission  :   he  quently  before  this  the  subject  of  the 

had  a  venereal  eruption  on  the  skin,  venereal  disease,  though  the  character 

which  was  still  upon  him  when  he  was  of  the  secondary  symptoms  I  have  not 

discharged.  been  able  to  procure. 

Thomas    Dolan,    set.    27,    admitted  I  may  also  call  attention  to  a  case 

April  4th,  states  that  he  had  syphilis  which  Dr.  Todd,  of   King's  College 

three  years  ago,  when  he  had  chancres  Hospital,  made  public;  that  of  a  young 

for  nine  months;  during  this  time  he  prostitute,   a;t.  21,  who  was  coverea 

had  an  eruption  on  the  skin,  which  with  a  venereal  eruption  at  the  time  of 

lasted  three  months.    Two  years  ago  her  admission.      It  appears  that  she 

he  had  sore-throat  for  six  months ;  and  had  been  suddenly  deprived  of    hef 

twelve  months  ago,  had  pain  in  the  senses,  and  on  regaining  them  found 

shin-bones  and    ankles,    which  were  that  she  had  lost  the  use  of  the  left 

always  worse  at  night.     He  has  fre-  side.    This  case  subsequently  proved 

quently  been  subject  to  pains  in  his  fatal,  and  a  post-mortem  revealed  in* 

head,    which    became    constant    soon  flammation  of  one  cerebral  hemisphere 

after  the  other  secondary  symptoms  and  red  softening  of  the  other. 
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It  may,  perhaps,  be  questioned  how  which  cannot  foil  to  be  interesting,  and 

&r  I  am  correct  in  associating  these  which,  before  it  can  be  fuUyestabhshed, 

cases  with  the   syphilitic    diathesis;  requires  a  much  more  extended  scries  of 

and  attributing  the  ai)oplectic  attacks,  observations. — I  am,  sir, 

to  the  effects  of  that  virus.     It  may  be  Your  obedient  servant, 

urged,  that  instances  not  unfreq^uently  Thomas  Inman,  M.B. 

occur  in  young  subjects,  for  which  no  House  Surgeon, 

cause  can  be  assigned  on  the  most  Infinnaiy,  Li?erpooi,  July  Mht  is^ 

rifi;orou8  investigation ;  that  the  cases . 

todd^SLr^dlhS'lLlwo'SL^  KARLY  MARRIAGES  SO  COMMON 

though  contemporaneous,  do  not  stand  ^^  ORIENTAL  COUliTRIES  NO 

in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect.    It  PROOF  OF  EARLY  PUBERTY, 

may  be  urged,  moreover,  that  if  there  ^— 

were  such  a  marked  association,  it  could  2>,  i^  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Oazeiie, 

not  fiul  to  have  attracted  the  attention  ^ 

of  some  of  the  numerous  writers  who  ^**» 

have  treated  on  syphilis,  by  whom  no  I  bbquest  the  favour  of  your  giving 

mention  is  made  of  it.    At  present,  insertion  to  the  accompanying  paper 

perhaps  these  arguments  cannot   be  (or  such  an  abstract  of  it  as  you  may 

altogether  overtlu-own ;  but  they  will  think  proper),  in  any  number  of  the 

be  strongly  opposed  by  considering  the  Medical  Gazette  that  may  be  conve- 

feneral  statistics  of  apoplexy.    Out  of  nient.— I  am,  sir, 

28  cases  recorded  by  Morgagni,  An«  Your  obedient  servant, 

dral,  and  Rochoux,  16  only  occurred  in  John  Roberton. 

persons  below  forty ;  in  four  the  attack  Manchester,  July  s,  1843. 

was  distinctly  referrible  to  over  exertion,  ,     .                      .i.   i.t  ^      i  tt.  . 

or  excess  in  drinking  ;    while  in  the  -^^  two  papers  on  the  Natural  History 

others,  no  cause  was  assigned.    This  of  Puberty,  pubhshedm  the  Num^^ 

refers  chiefly,  however,  to  the  graver  ^^'^^fo^STJi^    for  October  1832  and 

forms    of  apoplexy ;    but   when   we  ?^3^  ^^  ^  ,*^7^«  attempted  to  prove, 

examine  into  the  statistics  of  hemi-  in  oposition  to  the  generaUv  received 

ple^a,  we  shall  find  the  disproportion  «>PiJ^?.  that  the  age  of  puberty  is  as 

fully  as  great,  if  not  greater.    In  the  ^^\y  '^  /^^  ^^^^  ^  ^°  ^^,1  txo^^cal 

four  casA  Dr.  Budd  Records,  and  in  regions  of  the  earth  j   and  that,  were 

those  mentioned  above,  the  patients  marriages  to  take  place  in  England  at 

were  all  under  forty  years  of  age,  and  f  juvenile  an  age  as  they  do  In  Hin. 

we  are  naturally  led  to  inquire  fnto  the  dostan,  instances  of  very  early  fecundity 

causeofsounusualanocci^nce.  Inall.  ,^^»^^  ^?  as  common  m  England  as 

we  find  that  they  have  been  subject  for  ^"^  ^J^  ^^  ^^^  ¥^J'      ,.       ,  ^  ^ 

a  greater  or  less  time  to  syphilis :  we  ^"^  the  papers  just  mentioned  I  have 

know  the  formidable  nature  of  that  expressed     an    opinion,     that    early 

virus  when  introduced  into  the  system,  nja^riage  and  early  intercourse  between 

and  being  unable  to  find  any  other  JJlL^^if^*  I'll^^T    ?^"    .^S"^*"!  1^ 

cause,                           --                       -                   -  *^r«„«,    ,««      «««  *^       .«   -.**-.   ...*^         ^^4.   *^ 

which 

mercury  have  no  part 


tiie  cause  and  ene!^  ^  ^"PPOse  .v         .    systems  of  religion.'    In  proof  of  this 


▼inis 

add  nothmg  to  tKe  remarks  made  by  .       ,              t.          . 

Dr.  Budd,  the  only  fatal  case  on  record  '"^"/'^"'^  '^  y«<  lingered  amongst  ta, 

I  have  seen  being  that  of  Dr.  Todd,  '^'''y.  »»«7»«S^^«  ^^re  very  common,  i/ 

which  is  shorUy  detailed  above.  ^^  "*  '''^  r?"**  certainfy  amorig  the 

I  have  not,  sir,  troubled  you  with  ???'"*4f'  ««''  'AafiurA  marrtages  were 

these  remarks,  so  much  to  advance  any  1' ^iT* . ^^j"/''*  ?«?  recentlg  among 

speculation  of  my  own,  as  to  call  thi    ^<A  high  and  low  tn  Ireland. 

attention  of  your  readers  to  a  subject  *  £cUnbuigbMedicaiaiid&utf>c»y^^\scvci^. 

«16.— XXXII.  ^  ^ 
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Before  entering  on  the  evidence  for        Spain.^^A  recent  writer  has  said, 

this  curious    and  hitherto    unnoticed  "Thegeneralimmorality  of  the  females 

fact, — unnoticed  I  mean  in  connection  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  prevailing 

with  the  present  subject  of  inquiry,  it  system  of  early  marriages — marriages 

may  be  well  to  state  what  is  the  age  of  of  policy  or  convenience — and  to  the 

marriage  in  some  European  countries,  low  standard  of  morals,  rather  than  to 

lying,  like  England,  in  thc^  temperate  extraordinary  depravity  of  natural  dis- 

zone,  and  therefore  experiencing  the  position/'    "  In  Spain,  women  for  the 

same  or  nearly  the  same  climate,  but  most    part     marry     first     and    love 

where  the  mass  of  the  people,  from  afterwards,    and   conjugal    fidelity  is 

moral  or  political  causes,  and  com-  consequently  a  rare  virtue,  especially 

monly  both,  are  sunk  in  gross  ignorance,  as  neither  religion  nor  education  in- 

or  at  best,  with  slow  and  doubtful  pro-  terposes  to  check  the  fervid  passions 

gress,  emerging  from  it.  of  a  southern  clime."    "The  cause  of 

It  is  to  he  recollected,  that,  though  the  low  standard  of  sexual  morals  may 

I  have  alluded  to  Hindostan  by  way  of  be  referred  to  the  defective  system  of 

example,  as  a  land  of  early  marriages,  education,  and  the  want  of  any  proper 

such  marriages  are  found  in  the  coldest  religious    principles    to    control    the 

climates, — found  as  conmionly  amone  ebullition  of  passions."   "Iwasamased 

the  Esquimaux  of  North  America  and  to  discover  the  profound  ignorance  of 

the  tribes  along  the  shores  of  Siberia,  the  Andaluzas  on  the  most  common 

as    on    the    burning    plains    of    the  topics.      The  fact  is,  that  in  Spain 

Camatic  or  in  the  islanos  of  the  Indian  woman  is  still  suffering  an   Oriental 

Ocean, — equally     in     the     inclement  degradation.     She  is  still  regarded  in 

Archipelago  of  Terra  del  Fuego,*  as  the  light  of  a  being  created  to  con- 

among  the  tribes  on  the   Orinoco, —  tribute  to  the  sensual  gratification  of 

among  the  Kirgis  with  their  herds  of  man,  rather  than  to  be  his  companion, 

Yaks,  in  the  perpetual  snows  of  Pamir  his  friend,  his  counsellor."* 

at  the  fountain  of  the  Oxus,t  as  in  the        Sicily, — Frederick  von  Raumer  calls 

verdant  and  sunny  island  of  Ceylon.  "  Ireland  the  English  Sicily,"  t  intimat- 

In  every  country,  supposing  the  simple  ing,  that  the  degraded  condition  of  the 

means  of  subsistence  easily  attainable,  people  of  Sicily  is  a  disgrace  to  the 

and  even  generally  where  it  is  other-  NeapoUtan  government,  as  that  of  the 

wise,  if  the  people  are  stran^rs  to  the  Irish  is  a  stain  on  the  government  of 

Christian  Scriptures,  or  to  tne  civiliza-  England.    It  is  when  speaking  of  the 

tion  of  the  more  favoured  European  Sicilians  that  an  interesting  writer  has 

nations,  which   has  its    root  in    the  said,  **  One  must  not  enter  these  huts 

Scriptures,     there     the    female     sex  with  English  ideas;  cleanliness  must 

remains  uneducated  and  unhonoured,  not   be    expected,    but   he   will  find 

bought  and  sold,  or  bargained  for  in  enough  to  eat  and  drink,  and  the  pea- 

some  form,  like  an  article  of  merchan-  sants  satisfied  with  what  they  have. 

disc;  and  there  it  is  found  that^nerally  If  any  proof  of  what  I  have  said  were 

the  marriage  union  takes  puice  at  a  wanted,  it  might  be  found  in  the  icikt- 

premature  age.  J  xersally  early  marriages,  and  the  nu- 

' merous  broods  of  naked,  dirty,  but  not 

*  "The  Fuegians  marry  youny."— Voyage  of  iU-fed  children  that  are  everywhere  to 

the  Adventure  and  Beagl^  vol.  li.  p.  1S2.    Evi-  be  seen.";( 

th^SS^imiuxMd^eNorthl^SASSS^  ^rtftfci?.— In  Mr.  Stron 2*8  valuable 

foand  m  my  former  papers.  Statistical  work  lately  published,  enti- 

t  Journey  to  the  Source  of  the  Oxus  in  1836-7-  — — 

y  lieutenant  Wood,  p.  340.    The  Yak  cannot  that  A.  B.  bought  C.  D.,  that  is,  married  her.'* — 

Ufve  or  does  not  thrive  even  in  the  winters  of  Smith's  Translation  of   Michaelis's    Laws  of 


CabuL     It  seems  to  require  the  region  of  per-  Moses,  Vol.  i.  p.  450.    This  subject— the  are  and 
petual  snow,  from  under  which  it  procures  its  terms  of  the  matrimonial  contract  in  dilrarent 
food.  countries,  at  different  periods— has  never  •■  yet, 
t  Probably  in  all  countries  in  an  early  stage  with  anything  like  an  adequate  degree  of  ciun^ 
of  civilization,  it  has  been  the  custom  to  ouyand  been  investigated,  although  there  are  few  that 
sell  wives.    By  the  laws  of  the  Saxon  Etheibert,  better  deserve  the  trouble. 
"  if  a  flree  man  lie  with  the  wife  of  another  free  *  A  Summer  in  Andalusia,  Vol.  iL  p.  40A-5- 
man,  let  him  buy  another  wife  for  the  injured  and  6.    London,  1839. 
party.'*— Btrutt's  Manners  and  Customs  of  the  t  lUly  and  the  Italians,  vol.  ii.  p.  855. 
People  of  England,  VoL  i.  p.  75.    There  were  %  Letters  on  Sicily,  by  William  Irvine,  M.D. 
laws  fixing  the  price  for  women  of  all  ranks  as  p.  27.    In  the  Spanish  island,  Minorca,  the  Mi- 
wives.— Ibid,  p.  76.     And  MichaeUs,.  with  refer-  norquins  **  are  often  betrothed  to  each  other 
ence  to  Germany,  mentions,  that,  in  the  German  while  children,  and  marry  at  fourteen.**— CI 
Chronicles  of  the  Middle  AgeB,  **  we  find  it  stated  horn  on  the  Epidemic  Diseases  of  Minorca,  p. 
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tied  "  Greece  as  a  Kingdom,"  when  lusty  baggages  on  purpose  to  gain  able 
treating  of  the  soil  and  the  inhabitants,    servants."  * 

he  alludes  to  the  early  unipn  of  the        From    no  author  I   am  acquainted 
sexes,  which  he  seems  to  attribute  to    with  have  we  in  several  respects  equirfly 

natural  precocity,    and    mentions    an  precise  and  valuable  information  on  the 

Athenian  lady  who  was  a  grandmother  customs  of  Russia,  as   the  Rev.  Dr. 
at  the  affe  of  24.*     Whittman  in  his    Pinkerton,  some  time  Foreign  Agent  of 

Travels  liad  given  15  years  as  about  the  Bible  Society,  and  "  many  years," 

the  age  when  tne  Greek  women  marry  J  t  he  tells  us,  resident  in  Russia.     Con- 

and  those  of  the  Ionian  Islands,  ac-  cerning  the  age  of  marriage  he  thus 

cording  to  another  writer,  marry  some  writes :  "  Before  the  influx  or  European 

nt  1 1 ,  many  at  12,  and  most  before  16 ;  customs,  the  contract  for  marriage  was 

all  the  matches  being  made  by  the  pa-  formed  by  the  parents  and  reuitives, 

rentsj.  and   the  bride^oom    was   never  per- 

Russia, — European  Russia  may  still  mitted  to  see  his  bride  until  the  cere-; 
perhaps  be  considered,  as  to  the  mass  mony  of  betrothing  took  place.  Aa 
of  its  population,  as  lying  beyond  the  ukaz  of  Peter  the  Great,  in  the  year 
boundary  of  civilized  Europe ;  and  here  1700,  forbade  this  practice  to  be  conti-> 
the  age  of  marriage,  according  to  the  nued,  and  prohibited  the  priest  solem- 
testimony  of  a  number  of  writers,  is  nizing  the  marriage  unless  the  ukas 
allowed  to  be  extremely  early— to  have  was  attended  to.*'  "  At  the  beginning 
been  so,  at  all  events,  till  within  a  very  of  the  eighteenth  century,  it  was  the 
recent  period.  Thus  Mr.  Tooke  writes,  custom  of  the  Russians  of  all  ranks  to 
that  the  common  sort  enter  into  the  marry  their  children  very  early,  even 
nuntial  state  "  as  early  as  they  can  ;"  before  the  age  of  puberty ."f 
ana  elsewhere  remarks,  that  the  women  We  shall  have  again  occasion  to  re- 
arrive  at  maturity  at  their  12th  or  13th  fcr  to  the  Russians  in  connection  with. 
year.§  the  subject  of  early  marriages  :  in  the 

Another  writer  has  said,  that  the  meantime  I  may  remark,    that  every 

lords  of  the  soil  in  Russia  all  take  care  reader  conversant  with  modern  history 

topromotematrimonyearly.il    Accord-  must  be  aware  that,  if  we  except,  to 

ing  to  Archdeacon  Coxe,  a  boy  of  nine  some  small  extent,  the  Russians,  the 

or  ten  is  often  married  to  a  woman  of  inhabitants  of  the  other  countries  men<- 

more  advanced  age,  she  living  as  his  tioned  are  degraded  politically,  morally, 

father's  concubine.^     This  latter  is  a  and  intellectually  ;  the  women  sought 

curious  trait  which  was  noticed  by  Sir  as  wives  with  little  regard  to  a  senti- 

Dudley  North,  as  we  learn  from  his  ment  of  affection  at  an  a^e  preposte- 

Letters  during  a  residence  in  Archan*  rously  early  j  whilst  they,  ignorant  of 

fel  as  far  back  as  the  reign  of  Charles  the  position  in  the  social  system  they 
I.  "  One  of  the  inconveniences,"  says  are  designed  by  the  Creator  to  fill,  ex- 
he,  **  that  lie  on  those  who  dwell  in  hibit  the  vices  peculiar  to  the  unculti- 
this  country,  is,  that  the  people  are  so  vated  female  character — indolence,  fri- 
given  to  nastiness,  that  nothing  can  be  volity,  and  an  abject  superstition — with 
eaten  out  of  their  hands ;  you  shall  few  of  its  humanizing,  purifying  vir- 
have  |>erhap8  four  brothers  and  as  tues.  Thus  early  marriage  is  found  to 
many  sisters,  with  dieir  father,  mother,  be  the  effect  of  a  degraded  condition  of 
husbands,  and  wives,  all  dwelling  in  society,  and  is  again,  in  turn,  a  power- 
one  hot-house;  {wubie  they  call  it;)  ful  cause  of  the  perpetuation  of  that 
they  have  nothing  but  a  httle  straw  same  degraded  condition, 
strewed  on  the  ground  to  lie  upon."  If,  however,  instead  of  supporting 
"  In  this  country  the  husband  is  the  this  conclusion,  we  were  to  concede^ 
sole  comman4er  of  the  wife,  who  dif-  what  has  been  so  lougandso  generally 
fers  very  little  from  his  servant.  Many  contended  for  by  physiologists,  that 
will  marry  their  sons  very  young  to  not  ignorance  and  moral  debasement 
-:— — — z — Z~^~z. ;; — I —  are  the  causes  of  early  marriage,  but 

•  GreeceaBaiKinirdoin,byP.Stronr.Rtq.  Svo.     ♦!,«*:♦  a^^^^^a^   .,«^,.   «    u^AiuT^l,,^^ 
t  Travel,  in  TuSey,  W.  by  w.  WEttimui,    ^n»t  ^.^  depends  upon  a  bodily  cause; 

M.D.  p.  35.  that,  m  fact,  the  Creator  has  fitted  the 

±  Goodison  on  the  Ionian  Islands,  p.  222. 

i  Tooke*s  Russian  Empire,  vol.  i.  p.  375.  *  Life  of  Sir  Dudley  North,  in  North's  Lives, 

I  Cook's  Travels  through  the  Russian  Empire,  vol.  ii.  pp.  310-12. 

vol.  iv.  pp.  70  and  71.  t  Russia ;  or  the  Past  and  Present  SUte  of  ita 

f  Archdeacon  Coze's  Travels  in  Poland,  Rus-  Inhabitants,  by  Robert  Pinkerton.  D.D.  pp.  301- 

•ia,  Ite.  vol.  i.  p.  419.  S06.    London,  1833. 


612  MR.  ROBERTON  ON  EARLY  MARRIAGES 

women  of  Andalusia  and  Greece,  for  schoolmaster;  and  it  ma^bc  here  ob- 

example,  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  served,  that  precocity  of  intellect  is  by 

wife  and  mother  at  an  earlier  age  than  no  means  remarkable  among  the  Arabs ; 

is  Natural  to  the  women  of  England,  so  their  education  cannot  commence  at 

then  might  the  superiority  of  these  an  earlier  age  than  in  northern  coun- 

latter  over  the  former  be  considered  as  tries/' 

a  thing  absolutely  settled;  nor  should  But  by  what  arguments  are  the  ad- 
we  be  permitted  to  hope  that  a  purer  vocates  of  the  hypothesis  which  I  am 
religion,  an  improved  education,  and  endeavouring  to  expose  (that  early 
wiser  laws,  would  avail  to  remove  the  marria^  depend  on  ^arly  puberty, 
difference.  If  it  be  asked  why?  the  and  this  latter  on  warm  climate),  to 
answer  is,  that  the  training  of  young  encounter  the  instance  of  the  Russians, 
women,  the  acquisition  of  the  know-  in  whom  this  kind  of  influence  of  cli- 
ledge  and  the  habits  requisite  to  qua-  mate  at  all  events  cannot  be  alleged  as 
Kfy  them  for  wives,  requires  time — a  the  cause  of  their  early  marriages  ?  I 
period  at  the  least  of  several  years  sub-  can  imagine  none.  Moreover,  there  is 
sequently  to  the  age  of  ]^uberty — if  the  evidence  to  prove  that,  just  in  that  de-. 
education  is  to  be  anything  better  than  gree  in  whicn  the  light  of  civilization 
nominal ;  and  seeing  that  puberty,  on  has,  from  time  to  time,  found  entrance 
the  hypothesis  in  question,  is  later  in  and  been  diffused  in  Russia,  has  the 
our  favoured  climate  than  on  the  shores  practice  of  early  marria^  been  dis- 
of  the  Mediterranean  and  the  plains  of  couraged  and  opposed  by  its  rulers.  A 
Russia,  the  women  of  Enfi^lana,  by  the  century  and  a  half  ago  the  inhabitants 
ordination  of  Nature,  will  possess  in-  lay  in  a  state  of  profound  ignorance 
calculable  advantage  in  tne  longer  and  debasement — on  a  level  with  the 
space  of  time  they  will  have  to  devote,  nomade  hordes  of  the  Asiatic  deserts; 
before  the  period  for  marriage,  to  a  pre-  and  it  was  only  when  a  sovereigpi  like 
paration  for  the  duties  of  domestic  life.  Peter  the  Great  arose,  with  a  clear  per- 
This,  doubtless,  is  a  conclusion  few  ception  of  the  better  way,  with  wisaom 
physiolofiists  would  choose  to  arrive  at  to  take  it  himself,  and  courage  and  per- 
if  it  could  be  helped ;  but  it  is  one  that  severance  to  force  his  subjects  into  it, 
they  cannot  evade,  except  by  a  suppo-  that  Russia  began  to  rise  in  manners, 
sition,  which  I  am  not  aware  any  one  and  slowly  advance  into  the  rank  (as 
has  ventured  to  *  make,  viz.  that  the  yet  perhaps  the  rear-rank)  of  civilized 
women  of  Spain  and  Greece,  possess-  nations.  Itwas  the  custom  of  the  Bus- 
ing greater  quickness  of  parts  than  sians  of  all  conditions,  says  Dr.  Pin- 
those  farther  to  the  north,  are  able  in  a  kerton,  "  to  marry  their  children  very 
briefer  space  of  time  to  complete  their  early,  even  before  the  age  of  puberty; 
education,  the  early  development  of  the  but  Peter,  by  an  ukaz  of  23a  March, 
body  being  accompanied  by  a  propor-  1714,  strictly  prohibited  the  nobles 
tionabljr  precocious  display  of  mind.  from  entering  the  married  state  before 

The  impediment  to  tne  work  of  edu-  the  age  of  20  for  the  bridegroom,  and 

cation  ansing  from  the  prevalence  of  17  for  the  bride.    Catherine  II.,  by  an 

early  marriage  in  a  community,  has  not  ukaz  in  1775,  reduced  the  legal  age  of 

altogether  escaped  the  notice  of  ob-  marriage  to  17  for  the  male,  and  13  for 

servers.     In  a  recent  tour  in  Egypt  and  the  female.    This  custom  of  early  mar- 

Candia,  Captain  Scott,  the  autnor,  thus  riage  still  prevails ;  and  in  innumera- 

writes;  ana  though  his  remarks  have  ble    instances,    especially   among  the 

reference  to  Mahommedans,  they  are  of  common  people,  it  is  fraught  with  very 

course  applicable  wherever  the  same  pernicious  consequences,  botli  to  the 

practice  or  premature  marriage  exists,  physical  and  moral  state  of  the  parties. 

**  An  almost  insuperable  objection  to  Many  shocking  instances  have  been 

a  finished  education  in  anjr  Mahomme-  known   amoncr  the  peasantry,   of   a 

dan  state,"  says  this  wnter,  "  is  the  breach  of  the  laws  of  consanguinity  in 

early  age  at  which  marriages  are  con-  consequence  of  these  premature  mar* 

tracted :  a  father  provides  a  wife  for  his  riages.    By  a  recent  ukaz  of  the  present 

son  when  he  oueht  to  be  still  at  school;  Emperor  Nicholas  (1831),  the  priests 

so  that  the  youtns  themselves  have  the  are  forbidden   to  solemnize  marriage 

cares  and  distractions  of  a  family  upon  unless  the  man  be  18  and  th^  brideiG 

them  ere  they  are  of  an  age  to  be  re-    : • 

moved    from    under    the    rod  of   the  *  Rambles  in  Bfrypt  and  Candia,  vol.  p.  1S5. 
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years  old :  and  this  edict  extends  also  I  have  already  stated  that,  at  the 

to  the  Uniats  and  Protestants  in  the  period  when  premature  marriages  were 

empire.*'*  nrequent  in  the  country,  some  of  those 

Testimony  such  as  this,  concerning  ill  customs  existed  (or  customs  of  like 

the  age  of  marriage  in  Russia,  coming  evil    consequence)    which    are  found 

from  an  eye-witness  long  conversant  wherever  such   marriages  are  found, 

with  the  manners  of  the  people,  and  a  Independently  of    the  general  igno- 

proticient  in  their  language,  must  be  ranee,  and  the  rudeness  of  manners  in 

regarded  as  extremely  interesting  and  England  in  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth 

valuable.    It  illustrates  the  view  which  centuries,  or  even   later,  concerning 

I  am  endeavouring  to  enforce,  as  to  the  which  I  shall  not  venture  particularly 

causes    of  early  marria^    and  early  to  speak,  there  was  the  feudal  right  of 

sexual  union,  wherever  Qiey  are  to  lie  wardship  and  marriage ;  a  cause  in 

found ;  establishing,  by  an  example  on  itself  alone  of  various  evils,  but  of  none 

a  great  scale,  that  early  pubescence,  the  greater  or  more   hurtful  than    early 

efiect  of  a  warm  climate,  cannot  be  re-  marriage,    which    we    shall    find    it 

garded   as    necessarily  among   those  absolutely  necessitated  m  a  number  of 

causes.  instances;   and  thus  introducing  the 

practice  in  high  quarters,  diffused  it 

To  proceed  to  the  main  object  of  the  probably  through  the  whole  mass  of 

8 resent  essay :  a  transition,  in  some  society.     The  nature  and  exercise  of 

egree   resembling    the  foregoing    in  this  feudal  claim,  which  existed  in  all 

Russia,  from  mamage  at  a  juvenile  to  its  oppressive  rigor  so  lately  as  the 

marriage    at    a     more    mature    age,  reigns  of  the  first  two  Stuarts,  having 

must    have    occurred    in    England  ;  been  abolished  only  in  the  year  166(^ 

although,   owing  to   greater    remote-  it  will  be  easy  to  explain  and  illustrate: 

ness    of    time,     the    steps    of    this  in  the  course  of  doing  which  a  number 

change  in  respect  to  the  common  peo-  of  facts  will  be  mentioned  indicative  of 

pie  cannot,  it  is    probable,   now  be  a  state  of  manners  whose  grossness 

traced:  with  regard  to  the  gentry  the  and  barbarism   1  had  not  myself  an 

case  we  Aall  find  is  otherwise.    In  en-  idea  of  before  entering  on  this  course  of 

tering  on  this  portion  of  the  inquiry,  it  inquiry. 

may  be  well,  smce  we  have  the  means,  "  Almost  all  the  real  property  of  this 
to  give  the  age  of  marriage  in  England  kingdom  is  by  the  policy  of  our  laws 
at  the  present  period ;  uy  which  we  supposed  to  be  granted  by,  dependent 
shall  be  enablea.  to  see,  in  the  issue,  upon,  and  holden  of  some  supenor  lord, 
how  great  a  change  time  has  wrought  by  and  in  consideration  of  certain 
in  this  particular  among  us.  services  to  be  rendered  to  the  lord  by 
In  tne  Report  of  the  Registrar-  the  tenant  or  possessor  of  his  pro- 
General  for  tne  year  ending  1839,  a  perty.*'* 

table  of  the  ages  in  4858  marriages  has  All  tenures  of  land  were  supposed  to 

been  published,  and  these  not  being  be   derived    from    the    kinsN    either 

selected  instances,   but   belonging  to  mediately  or  immediately.    Tnose  who 

districts  varying  in  situation  and  cha-    

racter,  and  including  every  marriage  in  p^^e  lo,  svo.  From  Senior's  statement  concern- 

those  districts,  may  be  presumed  to  be  mg  «  provision  for  the  poor  of  foreign  nations, 

a  fair  #»v«m«lp  nf  fhi»  aoPs  at  which  «w-  18^»  ^«  ****   '*>»*  *"  several  Bnr<mean 

a  rair  example  OI  ine  ages  ai:  wnicn  conntries  the  laws  against  early  and  improvideiit 

mamages  occur   throught   the   whole  marriages  are,  as  appears  to  an  Bnglishman, 

kingdom  extremely  strict.    Thus  in  Bavaria  the  clergy  are 

A*™!r^*;«^  f^  ♦»,;-  f-w-*  ♦l.o**.  «r-»w.  t»«W  responsible  tor  the  support  of  those  poor 

According  to  this  table  there  were  penons  they  have  married  without  leave  ftom 

under   15  years,  none  for  cither  sex ;  the  authorities,  besides  being  fined.    In  Berne 

nf  milpfl  I  ^    and  nnHpr  9£)  vpani   thpre  ix>  P^nper  can  uaarry  without  the  consent  of  his 

or  mai^  lo,  ana  nnoer  m  years,  inere  rj^  n^  j^^        ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^    ^^^  ^ 

were  3}  per  cent;  and  of  females  of  the  has  satisfled  the  clergyman  that  he  k  able  to 

same  aires  about  14  per  cent,   of  the  maintain  a  fkmily :  in  Mecklenburgh,  owing  to 

whole  Sumber.     Th£,iy^T>ge  n^^  of  »;^^^;''$^^i^':;^'^^ZSL 

marriage   for  men,  2/   years,  and  for  eariier.    in  Saxony  a  man  liable  to  serve  in  the 

women -25  vears  and  a  few  months:  ;j'2iS*i"2i<JS!dL"SS^"ilirf^ 

a  result  which  still  leaves  room  both  ^^^  been  e^pedaUy  obtained  or  pun^ased. 

for  recnret  and  improvenient.t  under  the  age  of  35.    in  Belgium  the  average 

° t. .  age  of  marriage  ia  for  men  27.  and  96  for  women. 

•  Fist  and  Praseat  State  of  Russia,  p.  aoO.  •  Christianas  edition  of  Blackstone,   vol.  ii. 

t  Report  of  the  Rtgistiar-Genena  for  ISiO,  page  99.    U>ndon,  1S09. 
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held  immediately  of  him  were  called  the  age  of  14,  though  in  the  case  of 
tenants  in  chief;  and  these  again  in  a  female  ward  the  law  continued  the 
their  turn  were  lords  to  tenants  of  a  guardian's  hold  of  her  perton  and  pro- 
less  honourable  grade  over  whom  they  perty  two  years  longer — till  she  was  16. 
exercised  rights.  If  tne  lord  did  not  make  over,  or  sell 

The  services  rendered  both  by  the  his  rights,  he  soon  set  about  finding 

tenants-in-chief  to  the  sovereign  for  matches    for   his    wards ;    either    by 

the  lands  they  held  of  him,  and  by  uniting  them,  if  that  were  thought  ad- 

the  inferior  class  of   tenants  to  the  vantageous,  with  members  of  his  own 

middle  lords  in  return  for  their  tenures,  family,  or  of  the  families  of  relatives, 

were  various;  consisting,  among  others,  or  by  selling  the  marriage ;  t.  e,  if  the 

of  military    service,  aids,   fines,   for-  ward,  for  example,  were  a  female,  dis- 

feitures,  and,  what  particulaaljr  con-  posing  of  her  hand  to  the  best  bidder, 

perns    us    at  present,    wardship  and  provided  he  were  of  suitable  rank,  for 

marriage. •  the  law  forbade  disparagement.    When 

The  right  of  wardship  means  that  the    female  ward  was    thus    married 

the  lord  nad  the  guardianship  of  his  before  her  twelfth  year,    she  might, 

tenant  during  his  minority,  by  virtue  on  arriving  at  that  age,  repudiate  the 

of  which  right  he  had  both  the  care  of  match  ;  in  which  case  she  had  to  pay 

his  person,  and  received  to  his  own  use  to  the  guardian  the  value  of  the  mar' 

the  profits  of  the  estate,  excepting  the  riape ;  a  sum  out  of  her  property  equal 

wara's  aliment,  the  amount  of  wnich  to  what  a  jury  would  assess  as  the 

lay  much  at  the  mercy  of  his  lord.    By  price  which  might  have  been  given  for 

a  gross  abuse  of  this  custom  in  Eng-  the  alliance.     Of  course  all  wards  (I 

land,  this  right  of  wardship  was  often  purposely  confine  my  remarks  to  those 

by  the  lord  assigned  over  to  strangers,  of  the  female  sex,  though  the  same 

or  it  was  put  up  to  sale,  or  bequeathed  would  apply  with  the  before-mentioned 

by  will  like  any  other  kind  of  dis-  difference  to  males)  were  sure  to  be 

posable  property.      But,  besides  the  made  to  marry  at  the  latest  before  the 

profit  of  the  estate  during  the  minority,  age  of  16,  since  at  that  age|he  guar- 

the  lord  had  another  per(}uisite  con-  dian's  power  over  them  ceased,  and 

nected  with  his  guardianship,  viz.  the  they  were  at  liberty  to  sue  out  their 

right  of  disposing  of  his  ward,  whether  deliverance  from  wardship.    We  shall 

male  or  female,  in  matrimony.  by  and  by  see  that  marriage,  in  such 

Let  us  suppose  a  tenant  to  die,  cases,  instead  of  being  delayed  till  the 
leaving  a  child  or  children  of  both  age  of  15  or  16,  or  even  till  the  legal 
sexes,  minors,  the  lord  would  assume  age  of  consent,  which  was  12,  was  often 
the  powers  of  guardian,t  due  inquisi-  contracted  at  an  age  considerably 
tion  having  first  been  made  with  re-  earlier,  with  a  view  to  its  being  con- 
ference to  the  nature  and  amount  of  summated  when  the  partie  should 
the  property,  and  the  ages  of  the  arrive  at  puberty— in  some  cases  pro- 
minors  ;  and  here  it  may  be  well  to  bably  even  before  that  period, 
mention,  that  the  male  was  a  min«r  But  it  might  and  often  did  happen, 
till  the  age  of  21,  and  the  female  till  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  the 

lord,  instead  of  exercising  the  right  of 

*  •  The  kind  of  tenanqr  here  alladed  to  was  guardian,  sold  it  to  a  stranger :  to  use 

^l!;n"?tt!i^-1»;?^T,SS.^f^i:^  «?e\°F<l«  »(  Hargreare,  "'Vhis  ^r- 

Which  in  time  cwne  to  include  (or  rather  in  some  dianship,  being  deemed  more  an  mte- 

caaea  degenerated  into)  eacnaffe  or  pecuniary  rest  for  the  profit  of  the  guardian  than 

arXW?  ^^^*  ."'dSSSi  ti^^  a  trust  for  the  benefit  of  Sie  ward,  was 
did  not  brinfir  to  the  tenant  the  same  kind  of  saleable  and  transferable,  like  tne  or- 
bnrdens  aa  tenure  by  chivalry.  dinnry  subjects  of  property,  to  the  best 
t  In  law  phraae  ruardian  m  chivalry.  It  is  a  ,  .  ,j -^  -"j  -c  ^5*  ^:.,^a;i  ^f  woo 
curious  circurostance  that  wardship  anclmarriaffe  bidder;  and  if  not  disposed  01  was 
is  found  among:  the  Rajpoota  of  India.  The  transmissible  to  the  lord's  personal  re- 
mother,  however,  is  g^erally  g^uardian.  Tod's  TiT«»apnf  ativps  Thiia  the  custody  of 
lWast'han,voi.i.pajfei6i-s.  presentatives.      inus,  ine  cuswxiy  oi 

If  any  of  my  readers  have  a  desire  to  under-  the  infant's  person,  aS  well  as  the  care 

stand  ftiwythe  nature  of  this  feudal  claim  I  refer  of  her  estate,  might  devolve  upon  the 

them  to  Hallam's  History  of  the  Middle  A^es,  ^^.  ^««ft.«*  Lf *a,f.^«.  f«  fVi**  inl^nf  tvna 

vol.  i. ;  Sir  Henry  Speiraan's  Posthumous  w Tks,  most  perfect  Stranger  to  the  infant,  one 

chap.  xiv.  and  xv.  folio,  1696 ;  and  especiaiiv  prompted  by  every  pecumary  motive 

^t^^S^'^Tsi^^;^'^:^^  ^XA  i°  ab«e  the  delicate  and  impo.rtM»t 

mnd VOL  in. pege 258.  *^^    >    »  trust  of  education,  Without  any  tic» of 
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blood  or  regard  to  counteract  thetemp-  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

tations  of  interest;  or  any  sufficient 

authority  to  restrain  him  from  yielding  Friday,  July  21,  1843. 

to  their  influence."* 

Before  illustrating  by  instances  the  

strange  results  of  tnis  oppressive  and  "  Licet  omnlbiw,  licet  etiam  mlhi,  di/fnitatein 

debasing  claim,   1  would  remark  that  ^<»  Afed/oe  tueri ;  potestas  modo  veniendi  in 

^   -  1   — ^^  «  ;i:a>«^»4-  ««o-a  •r^.^Ao^  ♦^  publicum  sit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuio." 

our  law  in  a  different  case  appears  to  "^                            *                       Cicbro. 

proceed  on  the  assumption  that  early  

marriages  were  common:  thus  Little-  «T.T^r*mT^  r,iTT*f»T^^r 

ton  telfe  us  that  the  wife  shall  be  en-  PRIVATE  TUITION. 

dowedoutof  her  husband's  lands  and  Adult  readers  ofhistory,  and  especially 

tenements.   "  whether  she  have  issue  those  who  delight  in  autobiographies, 

by  her  husband  or  no,  and  of  what  age    ^^^„„i .       ,  ..  j  ^u 

s6ever  the  wife  be,  sd  as  she  be  pSt  Personal  memoirs,  letters,  and  other 

the  age  of  nine  years  at  the  time  of  the  documents,  which  may  be  called  rather 

death  of  her  husband,  for  she  must  be  materials  for  history  than  history  itself 

above  nine  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  small 

decease  of  her  husband,  otherwise  she  _  ..         •.                          ,.            i  .  i. 

shall  not  be  endowed."t    On  this  pas-  motivesof  temporary  expediency  which 

sage  Sir  Edward  Coke  makes  the  fol-  appear  to  have  suggested  the  most  im- 

lowing  comment :  "If  the  wife  be  past  portant  measures,  and  the  small  cir- 

the  age  of  nine  years  at  the  time  of  tlie  cumstances  which  have  contributed  to 

death  of  her  husband,  she  shall  be  en-  j„_i^_    „^  j    ^„«.„  4U««,  :„4^  ^#p««* 

dowedofwhat  age  sc^^ver  her  husband  f^^f^^P   ^""^    carry  them  into  effect, 

be,  albeit  he  were  but  four  years  old.  Such  readers  are  apt,  indeed,  to  settle 

Quia  junior  non  potest  dotem  prome-  down   into  a  disbelief  of  all    those 

reri  neque  virum  sustenere ;   nee  ob-  qualities  of  deep  foresight  and  steady 

stabit  muUeri  petenti  minor  «tas  viri."|  perseverance  which  the  more  youthful 

"  This  we  are  told  by  that  grave  and  *     ,        -                         a    <   ."s 

reverend  judge,  without  anv  remark  of  ^^^^^  ^'  summanes  and  abridgments 

surprise    or    reprobation,*'^  says    Mr.  is  apt  to  attribute  to  the  great  actors  of 

Christian  indignantly;"  and  then  he  former  days;  and  as  there  is,  in  the 

adds-"  It  is  abundantly  clear,  both  ^^es  of  most  men,  a  time  when  such  a 

from  our  law  and  history,  that  formerly  ....          j      j          .i. 

such  early  marriages  were  contracted  scepticism  is  produced,  so  there  are 

as  in  the  present  times  are  neither  at-  some    who,    seduced    by    a    love    of 

tempted  nor  thought  of."§  paradox,  an    indolence   of  habit,  or 

In  another  instance,  the  law  con.  other    personal     peculiarities,    never 

^^Tla^Sf  Se  S  telfS'LopL'S  ^--^  f^  -»>  -  Btate.  but  actually 

thus;— by  the  statute  of  the  18th  Eli-  persuade  themselves  into  the  practical 

zabeth,  which  makes  it  a  capital  crime  as  well  as  theoretical  adoption  of  an 

to  abuse  a  consenting  female  child  inert  and  morbid  fataUsm;  for  it  is 

under  the  age  of  10,  an  exception  seems    ^«x^^^   ^^   j^^  «^,^«:« ^  ♦u  * 

to  be  left  6r  thes^  marriages,  by  its  °**"^.'   ?^  ^,^P  experience  that  our 

being  declared  that  onlv  the  carnal  and  constitutional  tendencies^  physical  and 

unlawful  knowledge  of  such  woman-  moral,  have  more  power  to  form  our 

child  is  felony.ll  theories  than  our  theories  have  to  regu- 

rrobecontimied.}  late  our  constitutional  tendencies.   But 

•  Hargreave,  a.  onoted  b^  Chriatian  in  one  of  ""^.^   scepticism  will,   in  healthy  and 

the  tatter's  notes  and  additions  to  Biackstone,  active  mmds,  sooner  or  later  irive  way 

vol  iia  D  71  o             if 

f  Coke's  LittletoD,  lib.  i.  sect.  S6  of  Dower.  ^o  a  practical  belief,  chastened  indeed, 

I  Notes  and  additions  to  Biackstone.  vol.  U.  ^^^  tempered,  but   not    on   that   ac- 

^'  rim      1S3  ^^""^  ^^^  earnest,  that  diligent  labour, 

and   prudent  conduct,   are    the   true 

...^  means   placed  within    our  reach  for 

effecting  the  great  purposes  of  life. 
The  value  which  such  qualities  beaz 
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amongst  meiiy  as  an  acute  modem  even  the  most  advanced  of  the  fonner 
writer  has  remarked,  may  be  considered  has  his  convictions  of  this  kind  com- 
as the  exponent  of  two  facts ;  first,  the  plete  on  entering  into  practice.  Much 
uniformity  of  the  general  laws  which  that  might  be  matter  of  proof  he  will 
regulate  the  afiOedrs  of  the  universe;  have  believed  on  hearsay,  and  much 
and  secondly,  the  occasional  exceptions  that  is  mere  matter  of  strong  proba- 
to  which  those  laws  are  subject.  If  bility  he  will  have  adopted  as  unques* 
either  undeviating  routine   or   blind  tionable. 

chance    evidently,   controlled    events,  Those   who  have   most  experience 
there  would  be  no  room  for  the  exer*  in  teaching,  and  especially  in  lectnr- 
cise  of  superior  penetration,  and  no  ing,  are  most  distressed  at  the  small 
wisdom  in  superior  prudence.     Now  amount  of  information  which  is  car- 
the  art  of  medicine  is  one  which,  more  ned  away  by  their  pupils,  not  only 
perhaps  than  any  other,  requires  the  of  a  serviceable  kind,  but  in  a  service- 
broadest  general  principles  to  be  kept  able  state,  with  its  due  weight  of  evi- 
in  view  while  dealing  with  apparently  dence,  and  its  due  bearing  on  practice, 
the  most  inconsequent  of  small  details.  The  lecturer  is  obliged  by  his  office  to 
Superiority  in  detecting  and   acting  lay  down  his  subject  as  a  whole,  and 
upon  the  latter  is  so  evidently  and  though  if  he  be  a  practical  man,  as  well 
appreciably  valuable,  that  it  seems  the  as  a  man  of  genius,  he  will  so  handle 
most  useful  quality  in  practice,  as  it  is  it  by  faithfulness  in  his  general  out- 
certainly  the  most  immediately  pro-  lines,  by  strongly    marking  what   is 
fitable  to  its  possessor;  and  many  men  certain  and  important,  and  touching 
of  large   intellectual  possessions  are  lightly  on  what  is  distant  and  indis- 
constantly  embarrassed   for  want   of  tinct,  as  to  draw,  in  the  mind  of  his 
that  small  change  which  others,  who  pupils,  a  correct  picture,  full  of  colour 
'  are  far  their  inferiors,  seem  to  have  and  perspective —  yethe  must  reckon 
always  at  their  command.  on  sad  mistakes  in  his  meaning,  dis- 
It  is  most  important  that  broad  prin*  tortion  in  the  general  effect,  and  eari- 
ciples  should  be  inculcated  early  in  cature  of  his  details,  when  his  pupil* 
life,  and  that  the  mind  should  receive  come  to  represent  for  themselves  the 
those  habits  of  reasoning  justly,  and  pictures  he  has  drawn  for  them.    It  is 
judging  rightly  upon  whatever  premises  our  confident  hope  and  belief  that  the 
may  be  within  reach,  which,  if  early  proportion  of  young  men  who  saunter 
inculcated,  and  faithfully  cultivated,  through  the  medical  schools  not  study- 
becomes  in  time  a  kind  of  intellectual  ing  at  all,  well  or  ill,  is  exceedingly 
instinct,  acting  involuntarily  and  un-  diminished  of  late  years ;  the  distribu- 
consciously   mthout    labour    to    the  tion  of  prizes,  the  institution  of  clinical 
possessor,  and  beneficially  influencing  clerkships,  and  the  competitionamongst 
all  his  proceedings.    It  is  evident  that  lecturers,  have  brought  the  students 
to  us  sound  physiological  and  patho-  more  under  the  personal  notice  of  their 
logical  views  are  the  great  foundations  teachers :  but  this  is  not  all  that  is 
for  technical,  as  the  abstract  sciences  wanted;    the  public  lecturer  and  the 
are  for  general,  accuracy  of  judgment ;  private  instructor  have  very  different 
they  are  to  be  matters  of  gradual  in-  offices,  and  the  advantages  to  be  gained 
struction,  and  of  personal  experimental    from  each  will  be  increased  as  their 
conviction.     This  conviction  will  of    respective  duties  are   recognised  and 
course  vary  in  degree  according  to  the    i>erformed.    Perhaps  the  term  private 
talent  and  diligence  of  the  pupil,  and    instructor  does  not  convey  the  exact 
the  faithfulness  of  the  teacher.    Not    meaning  of  the  office  alluded  to.    Won- 
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derfuUy  little  can  be  taugkif  praj^ly  of  intelligence  or  attention  in  the  pupil: 
so  called,  beyond  general  principles —  the  more  youthful  party  is  not  always 
the  student  must  learn  for  himself,  and  apt  to  decide  against  himself,  and  an 
teach  himself.  The  capital  error  in  impugnment  of  his  superior  not  seldom 
the  system  of  cramming  has  been  the  results.  These  matters  are  easily  ex- 
supposed  power  of  substituting  some  plained  by  a  well-informed  private 
intellectual  operation  done  by  the  tutor.  Against  his  temptations  from 
grinder  in  a  short  time  for  the  long-  without,  the  student  has  to  be  defended, 
continued  study  which  the  curriculum  not  by  long-winded  homilies  and  ela- 
requires.  The  word  tutor  more  accu*  borate  dissertations,  but  by  giving  to  the 
rately  expresses  the  meaning;  he  should  habits  of  recreation  an  innocent  as  well 
Le  really  the  guardian  and  defender  of  as  cheerful  direction.  Against  tempta- 
the  student  against  his  indolence,  his  tions  from  within,  no  tutor  who  com* 
misconceptions,  and  the  various  temp-  bines  experience,  judgment,  and  can- 
tations  which  beset  his  path  from  dour,  will  j9ro/e««  to  do  more  than  en- 
within  and  from  without.  Against  deavour  to  practise  and  to  promote 
his  indolence,  not  assuredly  by  drench-  that  conduct  which  is  a  daily  sermon, 
ing  his  mind  with  mawkish  dilutions  while  an  ability  to  give  a  reason  for 
of  what  he  has  heard  or  read,  but  the  faith  that  is  in  him  will  not  lie 
by  taking  care  that  the  current  of  wanting  to  account  for  the  habits  of 
thought  and  reason  is  .quick,  not  stag-  daily  piety  which  he  may  adopt, 
nating,  by  detecting  the  short-comings  These  are  high  and  responsible 
of  his  memory  or  his  comprehension,  duties,  not  to  be  lightly  undertaken  nor 
and  directing  him  to  proper  sources  for  carelessly  delegated  ;  and  this  leads 
supplying  their  defects,  by  observing  naturally  to  the  best  mode  of  select- 
whether  the  words  which  he  has  heard  ing  such  a  person.  The  sincere  be- 
have conveyed  correct  ideas  to  his  mind,  lievers  that  elective  purity  is  attain- 
and  by  scoring  on  his  memory  the  able,  will  of  course  suggest  a  concaurs  f 
level  to  which  the  tide  of  daily  instruc-  but  a  good  deal  of  observation  has 
tion  has  flowed.  destroyed  our  natural  belief  in  the 
The  talents  and  energies  of  lecturers  efficacy  of  this  process,  and  almost 
and  authors  should  be  devoted  to  in  all  very  complicated  ''  ballot-boxes, 
raising  the  subjects  treated  of  to  the  or  other  machines  whatever,"  recom- 
highest  possible  pitch,  rather  than  ex-  mended  as  infalhble  for  that  purpose : 
hausted  in  reducing  their  details  to  the  proportioned,  indeed,  to  our  conviction 
level  of  the  meanest  capacity ;  but  in  of  the  importance  of  selecting  the  best 
proportion  to  the  brilliancy  of  the  man'for  any  office,  will  be  our  doubt  as 
master,  and  the  admiration  of  the  pupil,  to  the  specific  powers  of  any  elective 
is  the  chance  of  misconception — ^not  to  process  which  professes  to  ensure  so 
mention  the  inherent  dangers  which  desirable  an  object 
beset  those  high  and  original  endow-  That  eccentric  writer,  Mr.  Thomas 
ments  which  are  the  most  valuable  Carlyle,  whose  soothsayings  have  at 
qualifications  for  a  teacher.  Few  least  this  in  common  with  those  of  the 
lecturers— probably  none — omit  to  im-  Trojan  prophetess,  that  they  are  not 
press  upon  their  hearers  their  willing-  believed,  thinks  that  on  the  whole  we  in 
ness  to  explain  to  them  privately  what-  England  choose  our  leaders  worse  than 
ever  points  they  have  not  understood  j  any  nation  that  he  knows  of;  and  it  is 
but  this  is  always  a  disagreeable  a  sort  of  comfort  to  find  his  disbelief  in 
process,  as  it  is  felt  tacitly  to  imply  a  any  specific  fi>rmofelcction  so  complete, 
defect  of  perspicuity  in  the  teacher,  or  Catch  the  right  man,  he  says,  and  you 
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have  got  hII.  Catch  your  no-man,  the  un-  of  any  cause  that  could  hare  prodaced  if.) 

fit,  the  pretender,  and  you  have  got  all  Jh®  P^  '"*  ^^  ^"""^  and  lower  parts  of  the 

.       ,     ...        .,                  ^„                      J  howels  has  never  ceased  since  it  first  DeffaD, 

too,  but  the  other  way.  We  recommend  ^^^  ^  ^„^,^  increased  at  intervals,  a^  at 

those  interested  in  .  this   question   to  these  times  her  abdomen  is  covered  with  per- 

look  out  for  themselves  amongst  their  "piration;  she  has  not  been  sick,  but  has 

own  neighbours  and  acquaintances,  for  Jg^^  ^^^  "^y*^'  ^^  ^  «^'  ^*^ 

fit  men,  if  they  are  to  be  found,  and  to  Pretent  jywjp/ow*.— She  lies  on  her  back 

choose,  it  may  be  hinted,  not  those  who  ^th  the  knees  drawn  up  ;  the  countenance 

promise  most,  but  those  whom  they  ^i^^l.'^c'wt'p'rtrSSS;  b^ 

know  best.  weak.       She  complains  of  a  severe  pain 

across  the  lower  part  of  the  bowels,  incrused 

by  a  deep  inspiration,  and  much  worse  sonoe- 

FELLOWES'  CLINICAL  PRIZE  times  than  others;  considerable  tendemeaa 

REPORTS.  on  pressure    all  over    the   abdomen,    but 

Kv  AivuKn  J  Tap«om  especially  in  the  right  iliac  region  ;  the  ab- 

BY  ALFKED  J.  1AP80N.  j^j^^j^  j^  enlarged  aU  over,   is  tympaniUe 

University  College  Hospital,  1842.  ^^^  ^^  situation  of  the  cecum,  but  duU  on 

[Continued  from  p.  480.}  percussion  over  the  less  iliac  region.     The 

___  lips  and   tongue   are   dry,  and   the  latter 

covered  with  a  coarse  white  fur ;  is  thirsty ; 

Cask  XIII.  —  Enteritit,   ushered  in   by  breath  has  a  disagreeable  smell ;  the  bowels 

eopioue   dUchargee  qf  blood  from   the  were  opened  a  little  this  morning ;  the  urine 

boicele,  and  marked  by  ike  untal  eymp.  scanty,  and  causes  her  nrach  pain  and  dif- 

tom$  qfa  mild  attack  qf  enteritis.  Cured  ficulty  in  passing.. 

by  V.S.  leechee,  blittering,  mercury,  Sfc.  Abdomini  admov.  Hinid.  xij.  et  poatea 

WiNNimxD  MoRAU,  St.  45,  admitted  May  cataplasms  amplum. 

28th,  1842,  under  Dr.  WiUiams.     A  thin,  R  Hydrarg.  Chloridi.gr.  iv.     Ext.  BeUa- 

£ale,  nervous  looking  woman:  is  married,  and  donnse,  gr.  j.  M.  f.  pil  statim  sumend. 

as  had  thirteen  children,  only  two  of  whom  et  post  horas  tres,  si  perstiterit  dolor, 

are  living.     Has  been  living  in  a  very  damp  repetenda    pilula.       Vesperi    sumat. 

house  during  the  winter,  and  has  not  been  Oiei  Ricini,  Qj. 

able  to  get  enough  food  for  some  months ;  is  •               Low  diet. 

temperate.                         _    „     .      ^  May  30th.— The   leeches  removed    the 

She  states  that  she  is  naturally  of  a  strong  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  i^  returned, 

constitution,  and  was  formerly  much  stouter;  ^^  j^^  y^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^.  vomiting 

Bhe  never  had  any  illness  tiUhwt  July,  when  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  continues.      The 

she  was  m  this  hospital  undo-  Dr.  Wilhams  tenderness  of  tiie  bowels  is  quite  as  great  aa 

care  for  an  attack  similar  to  tiie  present,  but  ^^  the  28th,  especially  in  tiie  right  UUc 

much  more  severe,  and  ever  smce  tiien  her  ^^^  ^^^^  there  seems  to  be  a  smaU 

boweU  have  been  habitually   constipated,  roundish  tumor  ;   the  Ups  are   very   red ; 

sometimes  not  being  opened  for  a  whole  week,  ^          ^      ^^  j^,^gj        ^,^  1Q4    f^^ 

obliging  her  to  take  apenent  medicme  fre-  .nd  sharper  than  it  wa»;  breathing  rather 

^'^^"y*           ,     .,     ,                     J         *.  laboured  and   quick  (27  respirations  in  a 

The /;r««i/a«flc*  commenced  on  the  nainute)  :  last  evening  she  took  a  second  dose 

21st  instant,  after  she  had  been  iromng  for  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  j^^g,g  j^^^^  ^^^ 

some  hours  on  the  flwir,  and  was  a  good  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^.^     .  ^^^  ^^^^  ^ 

deal  fatigued.    A  sudden  pam  ^e  on  m  ^^^  coloured,  not  bloody.    The  urine  cx- 

tiie  smaU  part  of  tiie  back,  and  she  fdt  very  ceedingly  scanty,  tiie  sp.  gr.  1032,  and  con- 

weak  ;  tiie  pain  in  tiie  back  was  much  worse  ^^g  ^  considerable  flesh-coloured  stringy 

on  tiie  22d,  and  she  had  also  severe  pain  ggdiment,  chiefly  composed  of  tiie  Utiiatea : 

over  tiie  pubes  and  sacrum,  witii  headadie,  ,irea  U  also  greatly  in  excess, 

anorexia  and  thirst,  and  she  passed  about  a  .  /i.  •»       auj^    •  s  -     v     w      i 

pint  and  a  half  of  fluid,  bright-coloured  V.S.  ad  f^ij.    Abdommi  appUc.  Empl. 

blood  when  her  bowels  opened ;  on  the  23d  „  Canth.                           .        r*  •• 

she  passed  fuUy  a  pint  ofblood  in  tiie  same  R  ^A""""?,'  ^}^T^'  »'•  Z'  *  ^^"'  *''  ^' 

way,  and  nearly  a  pint  on  tiie  24tii ;  about  ^  M.  f.  pil.  bis  die  sumenda. 

half  a  pmt  on  the  25th,  and  this  was  clotted  R  J^<^^\  Hydrocyan.  dJutj,  IJlv. ;  Soda 

and  almost  bkck.     Since  tiien  she  has  not  Scsquiciu-b.  gr.  x. ;  Mist.  Acac.  f^j. ; 

passed  any.     (She  never  had  any  such  dis-  A.qu«,  f^.     M.  f.  haust.  ter  die  su- 

charge  of  blood  before ;  has  never  had  piles,  mendus. 

and  menstruated  rather  more  copiously  than  3 1st. — The  blood  drawn  yesterday  is  oon- 

asuaJ  the  week  before  last,  and  is  not  aware  siderably  cupped  and  also  buffed ;  the  clots 
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looie  below  ;  the  pain  has  been  much  less  18th. — Is  now  quite  well,  only  rather  weak; 

since  the  bleeding  ;  It  is  not  constant  now,  urine  natural  in  quantity  and  appearance. 

and  when  it  comes  on  is  less  severe ;  the  20th. — Discharged  cured. 

blister  has  risen  well ;  pulse  100,  less  fall. 

She  was  sick  twice  in  the  night ;  the  bowels  Remarks. — In  the  present  case  a  certain 

not  opened  since  yesterday  forenoon ;  urine  diagnosis  could  scarcely  have  been  made,  if 

scanty  and  high  coloured,  but  much  clearer,  we  had  only  had  the  symptoms  which  ez- 

$(>  Olei   Ricini,   Olei   Olivie,   aa.   fjg. ;  isted  on  her  admission  to  guide  us,  but  when 

Vitelli  ovi.  unius.  Decoct.  Avens.  Oj.  t*»cse  were  taken  in  connection  with  her 

ft.  Enema,  statim  injiciendum.  previous  history  and  the  mode  of  attack, 

there  was  very  little  room  left  for  doubt. 

June  Ist. — Bowels  less  swollen  and  much  xhe  more  important  of  the  symptoms 
less  tender  and  painful ;  sickness  continues ;  niight  nearly  all  have  belonged  indiscrimi- 
gums  tender  and  tumid ;  mercurial  foetor  lately  either  to  peritonitis  or  to  enteritis- 
evident  ;  the  enema  has  not  produced  any  thus,  the  fevcrishness,  the  posture  in  which 
effects.  ....  -2  '^®  ^7»  ^®  situation,  and  in  some  respects, 
Olei  Ridni,  fjss.  statim.  also,  the  character  of  the  pain  complained  of 

2d.— Better ;  slept  pretty  well  last  night ;  ^  ^^^  abdomen,  the  tenderness,  the  state  of 

has  no  pain  at  aU  when  at  rest,  and  she  can  the  bowels,  &c.  might  have  depended  on 

move  without  much   pain;    there  is  still  either  of  the  above  diseases :  accordingly  we 

tenderness  in  the  right  iliac  region ;  bowels  ^od  there  was  very  littie  on  which  to  found 

have  opened   twice  ;  motions  copious  and  ****  diagnosis  from  the  symptoms  alone :  the 

lumpy,  not  very  dark.  pa«>   certainly  had  more  the  character  of 

Omittantur  pUuhu.     Adde  haust.  Crea-  ?*' *^k^°?  ^^'^''?  ^"  ^"^^^^'^i'! 

t^ti     ^  had  not  the  sharp  lancmatmg  character  that 

•o  1,  n\}.  ^  commonly    marks    inflammations    of    the 

4th. — The  sickness  has  ceased ;  she  has  a  serous    membranes,   and    it    came    on    in 

good  deal  of  pain  in  passing  her  water,  which  paroxysms,  in  the  intervals  of  which  she  was 

is  still  very  scanty.  comparatively  free  from  pain — and  this  is 

Adde  haust.  Sp.  ^ther.  Sulph.  tr|,xx.  often  the  case  in  enteritis,  probably  firom 

^^,       ..              .    .               _x    «  AL      u  the  passage  of  gas,  Ace.  from  one  part  of  the 

7th.-Has  no  piun  in  any  part  of  the  ab-  ^^^u>  anotiier,  producing  s>asm.     If 

domen ;  but  tiiere  is  great  tenderness  yet  m  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^j^  ^^^^  j^^^  ^^  ^ 

nght  Iliac  region ;  the  tumors  here  seem  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^j^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^ 

much  swoUen  ;  tongue  covered  with  a  thick  ^^^^^^^  it  to  have  been  a  case  of  enteritis. 

yellowish  white  fur ;  salivation  considerable ;  ^       .^  ^^  y^        .^  .^  mentioned  Uiat  she 

bowels  not  Oj^ned  for  three  days;  unne  ^^s  ii  this  hospital  twelve  months  ago  for 

only  about  half  a  pmt  m  24  hours.  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^j^^ 

Statim  sumat.  Olei  Ricmi,  fjss.  present,  as  appean  from  the  account  given 

$(,  Sodie  Biboratis,  58s. ;  Mist.  Acac.  f^. ;  of  it  in  the  hospital  report-books,  and  since 

Aqu«,  f^vj.     Ft.  Lotio,  qu&ssepe  os  then  her  bowels  have  been  habituaUy  costive, 

lavatur.  both  of  which  circumstances  are  strong  pre- 

Middle  diet.  disposing  causes  of  enteritis ;  and  tecondly, 

9tii.— The  bowels  were  freely  opened  by  the  we  find  tiiat  tiiis  attack  came  on  with  pain 

medicine ;   she  has  no  pam  anywhere,  nor  in  ^^  ^^^^  part  of  tiie  back  and  abdomen, 

tenderness,  and  there  is  no  swelling  to  be  followed  by  several  copious  hajmorrhages 

felt  now  in  the  right  iliac  region ;  appetite  ^o™  ^®  bowels.     It  is  obvious  that  the 

returning.    The  skin  has  been  itching  the  l>lood  could  not  have  proceeded  from  the 

last  day  or  two,  and  there  is  a  slight  eruption  peritoneum,  and  must  have  come  from  the 

to-day,  chiefly  vesicular,  very  like  that  of  ""»cr  ?»*f»  ?^  *!*«  intestines.     The  precise 

scabies ;  feds  very  weak.  part  of  tiie  mtcstme  from  which  it  came 

could  not  be  ascertained,  but  from  its  colour 

9^  Rat.  haust.  cum  Infiisi.  Calumbse,  f^.  ai|(}  fluidity  it  evidently  was  from  some  part 

vice  AquK.  ^                                ,  at  no  great  distance  from  t|ie  termination. 

$(>  Potass.  lodid.  ^ss  ;   Aquse,   fjiv.  ft.  xhe  cause  of  the  discharge  of  blood  was  not 

Lotio,  qu&  friccntur  partes  prurientes.  hsmorrhoids,  nor  was  it  suppression  of  the 

11th.— Improving;    but  the  bowels  are  menses  {ffide  history),  and  the  only  other 

costive ;  urine  rather  increased  in  quantity,  cause  at  aU  likely  to  have  produced  it  was 

„  o  ,  , s    T   ^    »••      c  J     rr  ^    .,•  great  congestion,  such  as  accompanies  the 

^  Sidphuri.  I^.  3ij. ;  Sod.  Tart.  5j.  ^riy  sti^of  inflammation.    We  know, 

ft.  pulTis  26k  quftque  mane  sumendd.  j^a^d,  that  discharges  of  blood  per  anum 

14th. — ^Feels  stronger ;  no  rash  or  itching  are  by  no  means  very  rare  as  an  accompani- 

now.  ment  of  the  early  stage  of  enteritis,  just  as 

Sumat.  pulvis  omni  mane.  gastritis  is  often  ushered  in  by  vomiting  of 

Full  diet.  -  blood.    The  patient  hsd  x«rj  y^Xs^V^  ^».^ 
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aggerated  the  quantity  of  blood  that  she  had  that  she  was  now  bled  from  the  arm,  and 
lost,  as,  aceording  to  her  account,  it  calomel  in  combination  with  opium  was 
amounted  to  about  two  quarts  altogether,  given  to  affect  the  system,  and  an  alkaline 
which  is  a  much  larger  quantity  than  a  little  draught  to  aUay  the  sickness.  Under  these 
delicate  woman  woidd  be  likely  to  lose  from  means  the  symptoms  gradually  abated,  and 
such  a  cause.  Admitting,  however,  that  she  was  dischai^ged  cured  on  the  20th  June 
there  was  some,  it  would  tend  to  diminish  — rather  more  than  three  weeks  from  the 
the  inflammation  and  symptomatic  fever,  time  of  her  admission,  she  having  been  kept 
and  it  may  have  been  this  circumstance  that  in  the  hospital  nearly  a  week  longer  than 
rendered  the  present  attack  milder  than  the  was  necessary,  out  of  charity, 
former,  which  is  the  reverse  of  what  might  Throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  dis- 
naturally  be  expected,  as  a  severe  attack  of  ease  the  urine  was  remarkably  scanty,  ofteo 
enteritis  is  extremely  apt  to  produce  per-  not  amounting  to  more  than  a  few  ounces  in 
manent  structural  change  in  the  intestines,  the  24  hours,  and  generally  was  very  turbid 
and  thus  lay  the  foundation  of  future  serious  and  of  a  high  speofic  gravity,  arising  from 
attacks.  its  concentrated  state.  This  almost  tup- 
As  to  the  part  of  the  intestinal  canal  that  pressed  state  of  the  urine  is  common  in 
was  inflamed,  we  may  infer,  from  the  ab-  gastritis. 

sence  at  this  period  of  both  vomiting  and  As  causes  of  the  disease  we  have  already 

purging,  that  it  was  chiefly  the  lower  portion  mentioned  incidentally  the  previous  occnr- 

of  the  small  intestine ;  and  this  would  accord  rence  of  the  disease,  which,  in  all  cases,  is  a 

very  well  with  the  preceding  remarks  about  powerful  predisposing  cause,  and  especially 

the  blood.     Subsequently  there  was  reason  so  if  there  be  any  permanent  thickening 

to  believe  that  the  inflammation^  had  ex-  left,   as  this  is  a  sort  of  nidus  of  a  future 

tended  both  upwards  and  downwards ;  as  attack  ;  also  the  habitual  constipation,  which 

vomiting  had  come  on  there  was  more  symp-  is  an  exceedingly  frequent  cause  of  enteritis, 

tomatic  fever  ;    and  there  was  a  distinct  particularly  when  the  disease  has  occurred 

feeling  of  a  tumor  in  the  right  iliac  fossa,  in  before :  it  is  sometimes  a  sufficient  cause  of 

the  situation  of  the  commencement  of  the  itself — thus  enteritis  often  supervenes  upon 

colon  or  termination  of  the  ilium.    From  colic :  as  a  third  cause  must  be  mentioned 

this  feeling,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  poor  and  insufficient  food — so  fertile  a 

the  occurrence  of  a  former  attack  of  the  cause    of   various  intestinal   diseases ;   for 

costive  state  of  the  bowels  since.  Dr.  Wil-  when    enough   cannot    be    obtained    from 

liams  believed  that  there  had  been  some  poverty,  as  here,  that  which  is  obtained  is 

deposition    of   lymph    during    the  former  generally  very  bad  in  quality,  thus  giving 

attack,  which  had  produced  thickening  of  rise  to  many  acrid  secretions,  which,  with 

the  intestine  in  thu  situation,  which  was  the  preceding  causes,  are  quite  enough  to 

now,  in  consequence,  more  prone  to  inflam-  induce  the  disease. 

matlon,  and  more  swelled,  causing  the  feel- 

ing  of  a  tumor,  which  went  away  gradually  TLr»T^,rAT  BRPnuT 

as  the  inflammation  subsided.  MEDICAL  REPORT 

In  the  treatment  of  enteritis,  the  indi-  ofthk 

cations   are,  to  subdue   the  inflammatory  WESTERN  LYING-IN  HOSPITAL, 

action,  to  quiet  the  pain,  and  to  procure  a  DTTRLiTN 

free  passage  through  the  intestines  when  ' 
these  are  constipated,  as  here,  and  as  is 

usually  the  case  when  the  inflammation  is  at  The  following  report  of  the  hospital  em- 
all  severe  and  deep-seated,  though  there  braces  a  period  of  two  years,  that  is,  from 
may  be  diarrhoea  when  only  the  mucous  January  1,  1841,  to  December  31,  1842, 
coat  is  inflamed.  In  most  cases  general  inclusive ;  and,  according  to  the  general  re- 
blood-letting  is  advisable,  and  here  nature  gister  of  admissions  and  applications,  relief 
had  already  done  that  by  the  hemorrhage,  has  been  afforded  to  1506  women,  but,  owing 
which,  besides  being  ha  sufficient  amount  to  to  the  irregularity  with  which  many  cases 
produce  a  decided  effect  upon  the  system  at  were  entered  in  the  statistical  register,  it  has 
large,  was  also  from  the  seat  of  the  inflam-  beenfoundnecessaryto  exclude  a  considerable 
mation .;  so  that  as  the  symptoms  were  mild  number,  in  order  that  no  facto  might  be  ad- 
it was  thought  that  lee^ies  would  be  suffi-  duced  of  the  accuracy  of  which  we  are  not 
cient,  followed  by  calomel  and  castor  oil,  to  certain.  Our  records  will  consequently  be 
open  the  bowels,  and  belladonna  to  allay  the  limited  to  the  delivery  of  1206  women ;  from 
supposed  spasmodic  condition  of  the  intes-  these  must  be  deducted  43  cases  of  abortion, 
tines,  which  it  does  without  causing  consti-  leaving  1163  cases  of  labour  at  the  full  time, 
pation.  These  measures  produced  tempo-  Thenumber  of  children  amounted  to  1175 
rary  relief  to  the  symptoms,  but  two  dlays  (691  males,  and  484  females),  of  which  63 
after  there  was  more  fever,  the  pain  was  as  (44  males,  and  19  females)  were  ftili-bom, 
bad  as  ever,  and  voBUting  bad  come  oD|  so  or  died  at  birth ;  of  these 
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12  were  premature, 
still-boni. 
putrid, 
footling 

breech  preeentatioiui. 
heed  and  hand  preeentation. 
arm  presentations, 
funis  presentations, 
crotchet  cases, 
forceps  cases, 
placenta  prseiria« 
syphilitic. 

The  ages  of  1067  patients  were  ascertained 
as  accurately  as  possible : 

77  were  at  or  under    .    .    20  years  of  age. 


15 

2 

4 

8 

1 

3 

3 

6 

2 

1 

4 

296 
370 
177 
117 
40 


tt 
»» 

It 


between 


ft 
>» 
tt 


20  and  25 
25  „  30 
30  ,,  35 
35  ,,  40 
40  „  45 


do. 
do. 
do* 
do. 
do. 


In  982  cases  the  entire  duration  of  labour 
was  as  follows : 


17  it  was  about  10  hours. 

26  „  -        25  do. 

11  ,,  20  do. 

9  ,f  28  do. 

4  ,,  35  do. 

I  ,9  40  do. 

I  „  50  do. 

I  ,t  120  do. 

In  953  cases,  from  the  birth  of  the  child 
to  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  there  elapsed 

5  minutes  in    98  cases. 

10  „  190  do. 

15  „  175  do. 

20  „  166  do. 

25  „  48  do. 

30  /,  126  do. 

35  „  16  do. 

40  „  30  do. 

50  „  43  do. 

60  „  14  do. 

From  1  to  2  hours  in  33  do. 

2  „  3  „        9  do. 

3  „  4  ••        5  do. 
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In  357  it  was  under 
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214 

50 

17 

11 

15 

2 
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1 
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tt 
tt 
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tt 
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f» 
tt 


between 


.         6  hours. 
6  and  12    do. 
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»> 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 


.12 
.24 
.36 
.48 
.60 


tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 


24 

36 

48 

60 

95 

100 

121 

153 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


The  extreme  prolongation  of  some  of  those 
cases  was  owing  to  the  friends  of  the  patient 
deferring  their  application  for  assistance. 

The  period  which  elapsed  between  the 
commencement  of  labour  and  the  rupture  of 
the  membranes,  was  noted  in  981  cases : 


Id  167  it  was 

about   , 

>    . 

2  hours* 

335 

between   2  and  6 

do. 

165 

tt    > 

.   6 

ff   10 

do. 

113 

tt    * 

.10 

tt   14 

do. 

71 

ff 

.14 

ff   18 

do. 

33 

»f 

.18 

ff  22 

do. 

46 

ff    ' 

22 

tt  26 

do. 

23 

tt    ' 

.26 

ff  30 

do. 

8 

tt 

30 

..  38 

do. 

9 

tt    • 

38 

ff   40 

do. 

4 

ff 

50 

do. 

2 

ff    • 

60 

do. 

1 

ff 

70 

do. 

3 

ff    • 

80 

do. 

1 

ff    • 

105 

do. 

In  812 

casesi 

the  inter 

▼al  between  the  mp- 

nd  1 

the  birt 

h  of  the 

cbUd  was( 

IS  follows : 

In396tt 

wasabo 

ut 

1  houx 

• 

1 

142 

ff 

2  hours. 

1 

120 

ff 

4    do. 

1 

50 

ff 

6    do. 

k 

34 

ff 

8    do. 

» 

The  latter  cases,  when  the  placenta  was 
retained  so  long,  were  under  the  care  of  mid- 
wives,  who  applied  for  assistance  on  this 
account. 

In  1008  cases  the  presentation  was  as 
follows : — 

In  941  the  head  presented ;  in  13  the  hand 
descended  with  the  head ;  in  22  the  breech 
presented,  8  dead ;  in  18  the  feet  presented, 
4  dead,  the  funis  prolapsed  in  3 ;  in  6  the 
funis  presented,  4  d6ad ;  in  5  the  arm  pre- 
sented, 3  dead,  2  of  them  putrid ;  in  2  tlie 
placenta  presented,  1  dead. 

There  were  thirteen  cases  of  twins.  In 
four  cases  the  children  presented  naturally — 
six  children  were  saved,  and  two,  which 
were  premature,  died.  In  six  cases  one 
child  presented  the  breech  and  the  other  the 
head—  ten  were  bom  alive,  two  were  lost. 
In  one  case  one  child  presented  footling  and' 
the  other  the  head— 'both  were  saved.  In 
another,  one  child  presented  the  head  and 
the  funis,  and  the  other  the  foot  and  funis— 
both  were  lost.  In  a  third  case  both  the 
children  presented  the  feet  and  f^uUs,  and 
were  lost. 

In  ten  cases  there  was  haemorrhage 
between  the  birth  qf  the  child  and  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  placenta;  in  six  of  whidi 
manual  extraction  was  necessary,  but  no 
unfavourable  results  followed. 

In  six  cases  flooding  occurred  before 
delivery — three  were  cases  of  accidental, 
and  three  of  unavoidable  hemorrhage.  The 
rupture  of  the  membranes  was  sufficient  in 
the  accidental  and  in  one  of  the  unavoidable 
cases,  and  the  mothers  and  the  children  re- 
covexvd.  It  was  necessary  to  turn  and 
deliver  the  child  in  the  other  two  eases— one 
of  the  mothers  died  and  one  recovered ;  one 
of  the  cfaHdren  waa  «aN^« 
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Seven  patients  were  attacked  by  convnl-  well  as  theory,  and  yet  the  solution  is  de- 

^ns — all  recoveredt      One  fatal  case   of  scribed    as    "  sufficiently    pure    for    most 

uterine  phlebitis  occurred,  and  sev^eral  slight  experimental  uses." 

attacks  of  hysteritis,  which  were  relieved  by  If  this  be  submitted  to  distillation,  ■«  re- 

the  usual  treatment.  commended  where  perfect  purity  is  required. 

We  met  with  one  fatal  case  of  rupture  of  the  sulphate  of  amonia  and  excess  of  sulphur 

the  uterus.  are  got  rid  of,  and  the  product  N  H^  S  in 

Version  was  performed  six  times  (1  in  solution  is  obtained  sufficiently  pure ;   but 

243)  ;  five  times  on  account  of  presentation  this  is  not  the  same  thing  as  Uuit  obtained 

of  the  arm — all  the  mothers  recovered,  and  by  passing  sulphuretted  hydrogen  through 

three  children  were  saved,  the  others  were  solution  of  ammonia,  which  is  now  generally 

putrid ;    and  once  because  of  unavoidable  allowed   by  chemists  to  have  the  formula 

haemorrhage.  N  H^  S  +  H  S.     In  fact,  the  distilled  liquid 

The  forceps  were  used  in  dght  cases  (1  is  precisely  similar  to  that  produced  by  the 

in  182).     Seven  of  the  mothers  recovered,  well-known  old  process  of  distilling  together 

and  the   death  of  the  remaining  one  was  lime,  sulphur,  and  muriate  of  ammonia,  and 

caused  by  disease  of  the  heart.  known,  when    concentrated,   as  ''Boyle's 

In  eight  cases  the  perforator  was  employ-  Fuming  Liquid,*'  which  was  constantly  used 

ed(linl82).   Six  of  the  mothers  recovered,  as  a  test  until  recently  superseded  by  the 

and  two   died— one  from  rupture  of  the  other    preparation.       The  processes,    too, 

uterus,   as  recorded  above,  and  one  from  differ  only  in  this,  that  the  new  one  snhsti- 

disease  of  the  liver.  tutes  sulphate  for  muriate  of  ammonia,  and 

Of  the  1463  women  attended  during  these  employs  three  operations  where  one  only  is 

two  years,  only  five  died,  or  1  in  292.     One  necessary. — Mr.  W.  B.  Randall,  in  Phar" 

sank  from  diseaise  of  the  liver,  another  from  maceuiical  Journal, 

disease  of  the  heart,  a  third  after  unavoid- 

able   hemorrhage,  a  fourth  from    uterme  OPHTHALMIC  SURGERY  AT 

phlebitis,  and  the  fifth  from  ruptured  uterus.  vtwvtm  a 

— Dk.  Flektwood  Churchill,  in  Dublin  VIENNA. 

Journal  of  Medical  Science,  


— A  mono   the  many  pupils  of  Beer,  five  in 

HYDROSULPHURET  OP  particular  dbtinguished   themselves,  Jager, 

AMMONIA  Rosas,  Benedict,  Bringolf,  and  Dr.  Fischer, 

the  venerable  professor  of  ophthalmology  at 
'~~~~  Prague.  Beer  was  succeeded  in  the  chidr  of 
I  VAVB  within  the  last  few  days  been  ophthalmic  surgery  by  the  present  professor, 
accidentally  led  to  try  the  process  for  hydro-  Dr.  Anton  Edlen  von  Rosas,  a  Hungarian 
tulphuret  of  ammonia,  recommended  in  the  physician,  who  holds  his  clinique  from  ten 
April  number  of  your  journal.  The  object  to  twelve  o'clock  daily.  This  clinique  is 
apparently  is  to  get  a  protosulphuret  of  situated  in  the  second  story  of  the  left-hand 
oaldum,  and  then  to  decompose  it  by  means  comer  of  the  third  square,  near  the  patholo- 
•f  sulphate  of  ammonia,  for  the  ingredients  gical  museum.  It  consists  of  a  male  and  fe- 
are  aU  taken  nearly  in  atomic  proportions,  malewards,  with  twenty  beds,  mostadmirably 
The  reaction  might,  if  this  were  the  case,  be  fitted  up  for  the  comfort  of  persons  labour- 
thus  expressed: — Ca  S  and  N  H.  O,  S  O,  ing  under  diseases  of  the  eyes ;  the  beds, 
and  N  H^  6.  But  nothing  xh  this  sort  constructed  on  the  principle  of  those  for 
occurs,  bemuse  in  boiling  the  lime  with  the  fractures,  and  made  to  raise  in  the  upper 
•nlphur,  no  protosulphuret  of  calcium  is  or  half,  are  furnished  with  curtains,  the  walls 
can  be  formed,  but  (leaving  out  of  the  and  fixtures  painted  green,  and  the  windows 
question  a  little  hyposulphite  of  lime  which  so  arranged  as  to  modify  the  light.  To  pre-' 
ia  produced),  the  solation  contains  only  a  vent  the  chance  of  contagion  from  the  indis- 
pentasulphuret  of  calcium,  and  consequently  criminate  use  of  the  sponges  and  napkins, 
four-fifths  of  the  lime  are  removed  on  or  the  vessels,  each  ward  is  supplied  with  a 
filtration.  The  sulphate  of  ammonia  being  small  cistern  placed  against  the  waU,  about 
now  added,  in  quantity  equivalent  to  the  five  feet  from  the  ground,  with  a  syphon- 
whole  of  the  lime,  one-fifth  only  is  decom-  shaped  tube  attached ;  on  turning  the  cock 
posed,  and  the  following  reaction  occurs  : —  of  this,  &Jei  of  luke-warm  water  plays  to  the 
Ca  S«  and  N  H.  O,  S  Os,«Ca  O,  S  0„  height  of  about  eight  mches.  To  this  each 
and  N  H4  S  +  S^,  the  product  thus  con-  patient  who  requires  ablution  applies  his 
taining  not  only  a  great  quantity  of  sulphate  eyes,  and  thus,  without  the  fear  of  mfection, 
of  ammonia  in  solution,  but  also  a  large  syringe^  the  organ  in  the  most  gentle  and 
excess  of  sulphur,  much  of  which  precipi-  agreeable  manner.  It  is  an  apparatus  that 
tates  on  dilution  with  distilled  water,  or  the  eye  wards  of  every  hospitid  should  be 
even  on  standing  twenty-fonr  hours.  These  supptied  with.  The  annual  average  number 
results  I  have  obtain^  by  experiment  as  of  patients  treated  intMs  department  ia 
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ftVottt  one  handred  and  fifty,  all  interesting  narrow,  while  the  pupils  were  broad,  and 

cases  chosen  by  the  professor's  assistant  covered  by  a  membrane.      The  nymphae, 

from  the  general  wards  of  the  hospital ;  which  were  large,  projected  from  the  labia 

and  attached  to  it  is  an  Ambulatorium,  majora;    and   Uie  clitoris  was   also  large, 

which  affords  relief  to  above  one  thousand  The  child  was  wrapped  in  cotton  wool,  and 

persons  in  each  year.     United  with  these  pat  in  its  mother's  bed.     It  could  not  suck, 

wards  is  a  spacious  and  well-arranged  ^ti<ft-  but  was  slowly  fed  with  cow's  milk,  water, 

iorium,  or  lecture  and  operating-room,  at  and  thin  gruel.      Morning  and  evening  it 

one  extremity  of  which  there  is  a  raised  plat-  was  bathed  in  milk  and  water.     It  had  na- 

form  railed  off,  for  operating  and  examining  tural  evacuations,  and  slept  almost  continu- 

patients ;  it  is,  however,  at  present  rather  ally.     When  it  awoke  it  uttered  a  weak 

too  small  for  the  accommodation  of  the  vast  squeaking  sound,  and  lay  constantly  quiet, 

number  of  students  who  crowd  this  clinique.  almost  without  motion.      Its  strength  soon 

In    this  theatre  stands  a    bust  of    the  diminished,  and  it  died  in  66}  hours. 

Bmperor  Francis   I.,    "  Patris  Patria,"  The  mother,  who  had  borne  eight  chil- 

under  whose  auspices  and  those  of  Andreas  dren  before,   and  had   always  menstruated 

von  Stifft  —  the  former  Protomedicus  —  it  regularly,  positively  affirmed  that  the  cata- 

was  erected  in  1816  ;  and  around  the  walls  menia  had  appeared  for  the  last  time  in  the 

are  portraits  of  Barth,   Prochaska,   Rust,  middle  of  February,  and  that  she  had  felt 

T.   Sommerring,  Richter,  Adam  Schmidt,  the  motion  of  the  child  for  the  first  time  on 

Fischer,  Quadri    of   Bologna,   Philip  von  the  23d  of  June.     So  that  if  we  suppose  her 

Walther  of  Munich,  Grafe,  Jungken,  Von  pregnancy  to  have  begun   on   the  earliest 

Ammon,  and  our  distinguished  countryman  possible  day,  namely,  the  15th  of  February, 

Dr.  Mackenzie.     Attached  to  this  clinique  it  lasted  only  twenty-four  weeks  and  three 

is  a  very  valuable  and  extensive  library,  days ;  and  the  appearance  of  the  child,  as 

chiefly  composed  of  works  upon  the  eye,  in  described  above,  agrees  with  this  supposi- 

different  languages,  from  which  books  are  tion.  —  Schmidt* 9  Jahrbaehers   from  the 

knt  out  to  the  student  or  visitor  weekly,  on  North  Magaxin. 

the  payment  of  a  very  trifling  subscription. _ 

There  is  a  small  collection  of  pathological  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  OBSTETRICAL 

specimens  of  the  human  eye  in  spirits,  many  CLINIQUE 

of  which  are  from  the  hands  of  Beer.     One  ,    „  . 

of  the  greatest  objects  of  attraction  to  the  ^*  *^^  Umvemty  qf  Grdtx  during  1837-8. 

foreign  visitor  in  this  sdiool,  is  the  magni-  By  Pkofbssoii  Gotz. 

ficent  collection  of  wax-preparations  of  the  

morbid  eye,  and  the  armentarium  chinirgi-  1171  women  were  delivered  of  1196  chil- 

cnm  of  eye-instruments  from  the  earliest  dren ;   of  whom  648  were  boys,  and  548 

period  to  the  present  date,  both  beautifully  girig.     There  were  1147  single  deUveries, 

arranged  andin  admirable  keeping,— ITtVd*'*  23   cases  of  twins,    and  one  of   triplets. 

Auttria,  Twenty-four  boys  and   twenty-three  girls 

were  bom  dead,  and  twenty-four  children 

ACCOUNT  OF  A  CHILD  *^^  during  the  first  week  :  the  latter  were 

all  bom  with  symptoms  of  great  weakness, 

^THiOH  WAS  BOKN  IN  THE  25th  webk  OF  or  of  apparent  death.     As  to  the  position  of 

PUGNANOT,  AMD  LIVED  THREE  DATS.  the  chUdrcu,   the  first  presentation  of  the 

3y  Di^,  Holst.  occiput  was  observed  1054  times,  the  second 

68,  the  third  seven  times,  and  the  fourth 

"■""  twice.    The  forehead  presented  twice,  the 

A  WOMAN,  "Bgtd  30,  was  fnghtened  on  the  face    ten  times,    the  breech  twenty-three 

2d  of  August  by  a  violent  clap  of  thunder,  times,  and  the  feet  ten  times.      Four  times 

and  on  the  5th  was  delivered  of  a  living  girl,  there  was  a  transverse  presentation,  and  four 

The  child  weighed  lilb.,  and  was  only  thir-  times  the  presentation  was  not  roistered. 

teen  indies  long.    T^  skin  was  thin  and  Twelve  women  were  delivered  in  the  street, 

redcUsh,  and  no  pulse  was  perceptible  in  the  while  going  to  the  hospital.    Turning  was 

radial  arteries.     The  head  was  dispropor-  performed  four  times  ;  the  forceps  was  ap- 

tionately  large,  the  extremities  long,  and  the  plied  thirteen  times ;   the  prolapsed  funis 

joints  very  flexible.     Hie  nails  were  tolera-  was  replaced  three  times ;  and  three  times 

bly  developed  on  the  fingers  and  great  toes ;  the  placenta  was  extracted  on  account  of 

on  the  remaining  toes  there  were  no  nails»  violent  haemorrhage,  or  adhesion  and  stran- 

but  only  roots.    Hie  apex  of  the  head  was  gulation  of  the  placenta  itself. 

covered  wttii  tolerably  thick  and  dark  hair,  In  the  thirteen  cases  where  the  forceps 

and  the  rest  of  the  body  with  a  quantity  of  was  applied,  seven  children  were  bora  alive, 

down,   which  was  particularly  thick    and  one  was  dead  before  the  operation,  four  died 

long  upon  tiie  hee.    Hie  lobuks  of  the  ear  during  the  operatioui  ana  one  immediately 

were  perfectly  derdoped ;  the  iria  was  very  afterwards. 
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In  a  rachitic  woman,  who  died  of  pner- 
.  peral  fever,  after  having  been  delivered  by 
the  forceps  five  days  previously,  without  any 
nnfeivoorable  symptom,  the  antero- posterior 
diameter  of  the  pelvis  was  found  to  be  only 
two  inches  and  ten  lines  in  length,  the 
transverse  one  five  inches  and  a  half,  and 
the  oblique  one  four  inches  and  five  lines.— 
Gazette  Medicate;  and  Med,  Jahrb,  det 
Oetterr.  Staatee* 

OPHTHALMIC  SURGERY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

SlB, 

I  BATS  read  Mr.  France's  remarks  on  the 
results  of  the  operations  performed  by  me  at 
^  Rojral  Westminster  Ophthalmic  Hospital, 
and  published  by  the  Committee  in  their 
Annual  Report.  The  operations  for  artificial 
pupil  were  successful,  and  no  accident  or  evil 
whatever  occurred  in  the  1474  operations  for 
strabismus.  When  the  operation  is  done 
after  the  manner  I  have  directed,  I  do  not 
believe  they  will  ever  occur.  Of  the  85 
operations  for  cataract,  56  were  performed 
by  division  through  the  sclerotica,  or  by 
puncture  through  the  cornea.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  anything  peculiar  in  my 
practice,  or  that  it  is  more  successful  than 
that  of  other  surgeons  who  have  sufficient 
opportunities  of  making  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  ophthalmic  diseases,  and  I  am 
always  happy  to  receive  and  give  any  ex- 
planation in  my  power  to  such  members  of 
the  profession  as  might  be  disposed  to  favour 
me  with  their  company  on  any  Monday, 
Wednesday,  and  Friday,  at  one  o'clock. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Cha&lbs  Guthrxb. 
4,  Berkeley  Street, 
July  12,  IMS. 


LIST  OF  OBNTLBMBN  ADMimCD  MXMBB&8. 

Friday,  July  14,  1843. 

T.  Karshall.— M.  S.  Scanlan.— J.  W.  Davies. 
— B.  H.  BeU.— T.  W.  NicholU.— T.  Kerry.— 
M.  F.  Ifanifold.— T.  6.  Tebay.—J.  F.  Fegan. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  firom  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  July  8, 1843.  ^«\ 

Small  Fox ft 

Measles 98 

Scarlatina  S3 

Hooping  Cough  36 

Croup  9 

Thniah S 

Diarrhoea    « • 

Dysentery 0 

Cholera    1 

Infiuenxa 4 

Ague • 

Typhus    86 

Brysipelas 2 

Syphilis  i 

Hydrophobia 0 

Dneases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senaes . .  HO 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    210 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  ao 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Chxans  of  Digestion    60 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c.. 6 

Childbed 8 

Paramenia *    0 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0' 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 4 

Rheumatism l 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 2 

Carbuncle i 

Ulcer    0 

Fistula   0 

Dropsy,    Cancer,   and  other   Diseases    of 

Uncertain  Seat 02 

Old  A^e  or  Natural  Decay 46 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance     26 

Causes  not  specified  ,....  4 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 811 


BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW.  METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

A  Medical  Visit  to  Griifenberg,  in  April 
and  May  1843,  for  the  purpose  of  investi- 
gatix^  the  merits  of  the  Water-Cure  treat- 
ment. By  Sir  Charles  Scudamore,  M.D. 
F.R.S.  &c. 

.  Scarlatina  and  its  Treatment  on  Homoeo- 
pathic Principlea.  By  Jos.  Belluomini,  M.D. 


COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

The  following  Physicians  have  been  elected 
Fellows:— Dr.  Webster;  Dr.  A.  Farre; 
Dr.  Stolterforth ;  and  Dr.  Taylor. 


Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51®  37'  32"JV. 
Longitude  (P  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich. 

June  1843. 

Wednesday  12 
Thursday  .  13 
Friday ...  14 
Saturday  .  15 
Sunday  .  .  16 
Monday  .  .  17 
Tuesday    .  18 


THEaMOMSTBR'. 

from  47  to  75 

55  64 

55  69 
51  76 
57  73 
57  80 

56  79 


Barombtrr. 

30*11  to  Stat. 
30*04  29*99 
80t»  Stat. 
30*03  30-06 
30*16       Stat. 

30*30     ao*is 

39*96       9*79 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

Mr.  Andrews  has  been  elected  President ; 
Sir  B.  Brodie  and  Mr.  S.  Cooper  Vice- 
Presidents  for  the  ensuing  year. 


Wind  N.  on  the  12th:  S.W.  and  N.W.  on  the 
13th ;  N.  on  the  14th ;  W.  by  8.  and  W.  by  N.  on 
the  15th ;  W.  and  S.W.  on  the  16th ;  S.W.  on  thi 
17th  and  18th. 

Except  the  13th  and  18th,  when  rain  tm,  gei»» 
rally  fine. 
Rain  fallen,  '67  of  an  inch. 

Charlrs  Hsnrt  Adams,    r 
Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  Londonf 
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LECTURES  spBsni  has  ceased  in  thenii  those  on  the 

opposite     side    become    conTulsed.      The 
ON  TUB  pupils  of  the  eyes  are  asoaliy  dilated  and 

THEORY   AND  PRACTICE    OP      !Srttt1^r»e':L1arml4:a^d 

MIDWIFERY,  during  the  paroxysms,  they  are  closely  con- 

^  ..        ,.    ..    .^     .       ^«^  ^         »         tracted.     The  pulse  yaries  extremely,  bexnr 
Dehreredtn  the  Theatre  qfSt.  George  s       ^^^^^  ^^  hunM,  or  slower  than  natural. 

Hospttal,  After  the  convulsion  has  endured  for  a  longer 

urTfcwnc  ^  ^  shorter  period,  as  in  cases  of  epilepsy. 

By  RoBiRT  Leb,  M.D.  F.R.b.  -^  gradually  ceases ;  and  the  patient,  appa- 

-.^^  rently  greatly  exhausted,  is  left  in  a  state  of 

deep    stupor,   with    stertorous    breathing. 
Lecture  XXXVI.  The  consciousness  generally  does  not  return 

On  Labaun  complicated  with  OmvuUions.    J^^'^  *».^^f  **  J*^^  Pj^f^V*"!^  **^ 
^  happens,  in  the  greater  number  of  instances, 

There  is  a  striking  resemblance  between  in  a  short  period,  when  the  same  phenomena 

the  symptoms  observed  in  a  case  of  common  are  observed.     A  great  number  of  violent 

epilepsy  and  in  one  of  puerperal  convulsions,  fits  are  often  experienced  by  some  women 

or  eclampsia  as  it  is  called  by  nosologists.  during  many  hours,   at  longer  or  shorter 

In  both   these  diseases   insensibility  takes  intervals,  without  any  return  of  sensibility* 

place  during  the  fits,  and  all  the  voluntary  The  attacks  may  terminate  in  a  state  resem- 

muscles  of  the  face,  trunk,  and  extremities,  bling  apoplexy,  as  epilepsy  sometimes  does, 

become  convulsed.     When  a  fit  of  puerperal  whidi  may  soon  prove  fatal ;  or  the  fits  may 

convulsions  comes  on,  the  woman  becomes  subside,  and  the  recollection  be  gradually 

perfectly  unconscious  of  every  thing  around  restored.     If  there  have  been  no  labour 

her,  and  the  musdes  of  the  eyes  and  face  pains  before  the  fits  have  come  on,  the  os 

are  usually  first  affected.     Irregular  spas-  uteri  most  frequently  begins  to  dilate ;  but 

modic  twitchings  are  observed  about  the  the  uterine  contractions  are  usually  feeble 

mouth  and  eyelids,  which  produce  great  dis-  and  irregular,  and  they  seem  to  pass  into 

tortion  of  the  countenance:   the  eyes  are  convulsions,  or  to  alternate  with  the  fits. 

often  turned  upward  and  inward  to  the  root  Sometimes  the  child  is  expelled    by   the 

of  the  note,  and  roll  rapidly  about  in  different  pains;  but  more  frequently  they  are  ineffi- 

directions.    The  lower  jaw  is  either  firmly  cient,  and  the  delivery  cannot  be  completed 

clenched  against  the  upper,  or  it  is  drawn  to  without  artificial  assistance. 

one  side ;  and  the  tongue,  being  protruded        In  some  women  the  fits  are  preceded  by 

between  the  teeth,  is  ohen  severely  lacerated,  certain  symptoms  indicating  a  plethoric  state 

Every  muade  of  the  body  soon  becomes  of  the  vMsels  of  the  brain,  and  great  nervous 

convulsed ;  the  spasm  is  violent  and  univer-  irritability.   There  is  usually  headache,  more 

sal  I  the  respiration,  which  is  at  first  hurried,  or  less  intense ;  throbbing  of  the  temporal 

aflterwards  beoomes  slow  and  stertorous,  as  arteries ;   sense  of  weight  and  constriction 

the  conmlsions  subside ;  and  a  quantity  of  across  the  fbrdiead ;  giddiness ;  drowsiness ; 

frothy  saliva,  tinged  with  blood,  is  blown  the  sight  and  bearing  disturbed;  flushing 

from  the  mouth  with  a  peculiar  noise,  as  in  and  tumefaction  of  the  countenance ;  slight 

an  ordinary  epileptic  fit.     Sometimes  the  delirium,  or  oonfnsbn  of  thought,  or  loss  of 

muscles  on  one  side  of  the  face  and  body  memory ;  and  other  signs  of  cerebral  dis- 

only  are  at  first  affected;   and  affcer  the  turbance.     Pdn  in  the  epigastric  region, 

817.— XXXII.  *l  ^ 
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find   increased    sensibility    of    the    uterus,  bat  appeared  to  be  gradually   reoorering* 
sometimes  precede  the  fits :  but  there  are  when,  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  from  the 
cases  of  violent  puerperal  convulsions  where  first  seizure*  she  was  attacked  with  another 
no  precursory  or  premonitory  symptoms  of  fit,  and  died.     All  the  children  were  alive. 
any  kind  are  perceived ;  there  is  nothing  like  In  three  cases  the  women  were  pregnant  of 
the  aura  epileptica  observed  before  attacks  of  twins.     In  two  of  these  cases  the  attack  of 
puerperal  convulsions.     They  may  occur  in  convulsions  occurred  in  the  interval  between 
the  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  before  the  the  births  of  the  two  children.     All  the 
uterus  has  b^un  to  contract,  during  the  women    were    delivered    without    artificial 
different  stages  of  labour,  and  several  days  assistance ;    two  of  them   recovered ;    and 
or  Weeks  after  delivery.     I  have  never  met  three  of  the  children  were  bom  alive.     In 
with  a  case  of  true  puerperal  convulsions  eleven  cases  the  delivery  was  effected  by  the 
before  the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy ;  the  forceps.    All  these  women  recovered,  and 
spasmodic  affections  which  have  occurred  at  three  of  the  children  were  bom  alive.     In 
an   earlier  period  having  been    connected  nine  cases   the  perforator  was   employed. 
with  hysteria,  and  unaccompanied  with  loss  Seven  of  the  women   recovered.      In  fonr 
of  consciousness.  cases  the  operation  of  turning  was  resorted 
It  has  been  observed  by  all  practitioners,  to ;  two  ^of  the  women  recovered ;    all  the 
that,  in  a  very  great  proportion  of  cases,  it  children  were  dead  bom.     In  one  case  the 
is  in  the  first  pregnancy  or  labour  that  puer-  woman  died  undelivered.     In  14  cases  the 
peral  convulsions  occur.     '*  Women  are  far  children  were  bom  without  extraordinary 
more  liable,''  says  Dr.  Denman,   **  to  con-  assistance.     10  of  these  women  reooveredy 
vulsions  in  first  than  in  subsequent  labours ;  and  5  of  the  children  were  bom  alive.     Thus 
and  then,  it  is  said,  more  frequently  when  37  women  recovered,  and  11  died.     17  chil- 
the  child'  is  dead  than  when  it  is  living,  dren  were  bora  alive  (including  the  6  bora 
But  when  women    have    convulsions    the  before  the  mothers  were  attacked  with  con- 
death  of  the  child  ought  generally  to  be  vulsions) ;  34  were  bora  dead.     Dr.  Rams- 
esteemed  rather  an  effect  than  a  cause,  as  botham  has  related  the  histories  of  26  cases ; 
they   have  often   been   delivered   of   living  of  which,   10   proved  fatal.     13   occurred 
children  when  they  were  in  convulsions,  or  before  delivery,  10  during  labour,   and  4 
of  dead,  and  even  putrid  children,  without  after.      Dr.   Ingleby  relates  35  cases ;    of 
any  tendency  to  convulsions.     Some  women  which,  11  were  fatal.      Mauriceau  42;    7 
have  also  had  convulsions  in  several  sucoes-  during  pregnancy,  3  of  which  were  fstal ; 
sive  labours ;  but  having  had  them  in  one,  19  daring  labour,  1 1  of  which  ended  fttally ; 
they  generally,  by  the  precautions  taken,  or  and  16  after  delivery,  of  which  5  were  fataL 
some  natural  change,  escape  them  in  future.         Puerperal  convulsions  occur  in  all  conn- 
Lastly,    I   was   for  many  years  persuaded  tries,  and  in  all  the  different  ranks  of  life, 
that  convulsions  only  happened  when  the  Those  women  are  most  predisposed  to  the 
head  presented ;  but  experience  has  proved  disease  who  have  had  hysteria  or  epilepsy  in 
that  they  sometimes  occur  in  preternatural  early  life,  who  have  suffered  from  injuries  of 
presentations  of  the  child."     Of  19  cases  the  head,  or  who  have  had  violent  attacks  of 
recorded  by  Dr.  Joseph  Clarke,  16  were  fever  with  severe  affections  of  the   brain, 
first  children.     Of  48  reJated  by  Dr.  Merri-  Depressing  passions  of  the  mind  appear  to 
man,  there  were  36  instances  in  which  it  was  produce  a  predisposition   to    the   disease, 
the  patient's  first  labour.      Of   30   cases  Unmarried  women,  who  are  excluded  from 
which  occurred  to  Dr.  Collins,  29  were  in  society,  and  often  addicted  to  the  improper 
women  with  their  first  children;    and  the  use  of  stimulants,  are  peculiarly  liable  to 
other  single  case  was  a  second  pregnancy,  puerperal  convulsions  and  mania.     Terror, 
but  in  a  woman  who  had  suffered  a  similar  and  other  violent  mental  impressions,  and 
attack  with  her  first  pr^nancy.     14  of  the  sometimes   the  pains  of  labour  alone,   are 
32  children  (two  of  the  women  having  had  suflScient  to  excite  convulsions.     The  disease 
twins)  were  bom  alive.     In  18  of  the  30  occurs  not  only  in  strong  plethoric  yonng 
the  convulsions  subsided  after  delivery ;  in  women  vrith  their  first  children — in  such  as 
10  the  fits  occurred  both  before  and  after ;  are  of  a  coarse  make,  with  short  tiiick  necks 
and  in  2  the  attack  did  not  come  on  till  after  . — but  in  weak,  irritable,  nervous  females. 
delivery.     In  15  of  the  30  the  patients  were  There  are  some  cases  where  irregularities  of 
delivenMl  by  the  natural  efforts ;  in  6  delivery  diet,  especially  the  use  of  very  indigestible 
was  effected  by  the  forceps;  in  8  by  the  food  and  stimulants,  appear,  withont  any 
perforator  and  crotchet ;  and  in  one  the  feet  other  cause  that  can  be  discovered,  to  give 
presented.     IVo  of  the  children  were  bora  rise  to  the  disease.     There  are  many  cases 
putrid.     Five  of  the  women  died.     In  6  of    in  which  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  ner- 
the  48  cases  related  by  Dr.  Merriman  the  vous  system  of  the  uteras  appears  to  be  the 
convulsions  did  not  occur  till  after  delivery,  sole  cause,  and  in  all  cases  it  is  the  prin- 
Five  of  these  patients  recovered ;  the  other,  cipal  predisposing  cause,  for  the  fits  of  con- 
after  the  epileptic  attack,  became  maniacal,  vuhion  occur  in  most  women  in  the  first 
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pregnancy  and  labour,  and  at  no  other  time  likewise  anormally  distended  with  blood, 

but  during  pregnancy  and  labour ;  and  they  From  the  dissections,  and  other  circum- 

often  sucklenly  cease  when  the  labour  is  stances,  Dr.  R.  concludes  that  **  the  whole 

completed,   after  every  remedy  has    been  train   of   symptoms    evinces    considerable 

employed  without   avail,   except   artificial  derangement  in  the  functions  of  the  brain 

delivery.    The  condition  of  the  brain,  on  and  nervous  system ;  yet,  after  death,  cor- 

which  the  loss  of  consdouaness  and  convul-  respondent  marks  of  organic  mischief  within 

sions  depend,   is   obviously  4)rodaoed    by  the  head  are  seldom  met  with  (vol.  ii.  p. 

sympathy  with  the  nervous  system  of  the  248).     The  different  anatomical  inquiries 

uterus ;  and  the  fits  return,  and  increase  in  at  which  I  have  been  present  have  not  dis- 

violenoe,  till  the  ntems  is  emptied  of  its  closed  such  regular  appearances  as  to  sane- 

eontenta,  ■•  on  them  tiie  irritation  of  the  tion  the  uniform  deduction  that  the  brain 

nerves  of  the  uterus  alone  depends.  was  the  principal  seat  of  the  disease.     I  bus- 

In  some  cases  there  has  boon  observed  an  pact  that  in  many  instances  that  important 

unusual  degree  of  redness  and  softening  of  organ    is    no    otherwise    implicated    than 

the  cerebri  substance  in  those  who  have  through  the  medium  of  sympathetic  irri- 

died  from  puerperal  convulsions ;  great  con-  tation."     '*  Of  the  appearances  after  death," 

gestion  of  the  sinuses  and  smaller  veins  and  observes  Dr.   Merriman,    **  in  those  who 

arteries  of  the  brain ;  effusion  of  blood  or  have  died  of  puerperal  epilepsy,  contrary 

serum  into  the  ventricles,  and  lymph  cover-  statements  have  been  given.     Dr.  Denman 

ing  the  surface  of   the  hemispheres.     In  says,   that    in    the   examination  of  many 

others  there  has  been  no  morbid  appearance  women  who  have  died  from  convulsions, 

whatever  found  in  the  brain  to  account  for  he  has  never  seen  an   instance   of    effu- 

the  symptoms.     At  Edinburgh,  in  1816,  I  lion  nf  blood   in  the  brain,   though   the 

examined,  with  Dr.  J.  Thomson  and  Dr.  veasek    were    extremely   turgid;    but  has 


Gordon,  the  brain  of  a  young  woman  wfao  always  remarked,  that  the  heart  was  un- 

bad  died  of  puerperal  convulaiona ;    but,  usually  flaccid,  without  a  single  drop  in  the 

except  a  little   tui^geteenoe  «f  Che  blood-  auricles  or  ventricles:   but  he  adds,  that 

vessels,  not  more  than  k  seen  in  many  who  Mr.  Hewson  had  informed  him  of  a  case  of 

have  died  of  dmetm  ahogether  unconnected  convulsions,  where  an  effusion  of  blood  in  a 

with  the  kakk,  there  was  nothing  to  account  small  quantity  had  been  found  on  the  sur- 

for  the  symptoms.     In  other  cases,  however,  face  of  the  brain ;  and  in  his  fifth  edition,  he 

.iHganic  disease  of  the  brain  has  been  dis-  mentions  a  case  by  Dr.  Hooper,  where  a 

covered  after  death,  as  you  will  see  by  look-  coagulum  of  blood,  weighing  nearly  ^vr.  was 

ing  at  the  following  table.  found  between  the  dura  and  pia-mater.     In 

Dr.   Ramsbotham   made  a  post-mortem  one    instance   I    have  distinctly    seen    an 

examination  of  the  brain  in  four  of  the  fi&tal  effusion  of  blood  in  the  posterior  part  of  the 

cases  which  he  observed.     The  first  case  cranium ;  but  the  quantity  was  not  large, 

was  referrible  to  injury  of  the  head.    There  and  Dr.  Ley  has  lately  met  with  a  similar 

was  both  convulsion  and  paralysb,  and  the  case."     M.  Cruvdlhier  examined  a  case  in 

woman    died    undelivered.      "Blood    was  whidi  not  the  slightest  trace  of  congestion  of 

found  extravasated  between  the  dura  and  the  vessels  of  the  brain  could  be  detected, 

pia  mater,  and  upon  the  orbital  processes  M.  Bontilleux  relates  another,  in  which  he 

under  the  right  lobe."      In    the    second  could  detect  no  manifest  alteration  within 

fatal   case    he   states    that  there  was    no  the  skull.     Dr.  ColUns  says,  "  I  conceive 

positive  derangement  detected  in  the  brain,  we  are  quite  ignorant  as  yet  of  what  the 

except  turgescenoe  of  the   vessels  of  the  cause  may  be  z  nor  could  I  ever  find  on  dis- 

pia  mater.      The  head  of  another  patient  section  any  appearances  to  enable  me  to  even 

was  examined   by    an  experienced  anato-  hasard  an  opinion  on  the  subject." 
mist,  who  reported  that  after  a  very  mi- 
nute examination  of  every  portion   of  the  TVeatment  of  Puerperal  ConvuMotu. 
brain    no  positive  derangement    could  be 

detected,  and  that  the  only  appearance  in        The  best  systematic  writers  on  midwifery 

any   way  different  from   that  usually  met  during  the  last  two  centuries  have  recom- 

with  was  in  the  vessels  of  the  pia  mater,  mended  copious  blood-letting  in  puerperal 

which  were  thought  to  be  somewhat  more  convulsions,   and  artificial   delivery  where 

loaded  with  blood  than  in  the  general  cases  depletion  fisiled  to  remove  the  fits.     They 

of  cerebral  inspection.     In  case  4,  after  a  have  all  considered  the  brain  to  be  the  seat 

most  careful  examination  of  the  head,  no  of  the  " 


positive  breach  of  vessel  could  be  detected.  Mauriceau  thought  prompt  delivery  to  be 

l^e  blood-vessels  of  the  pia  mater  were  the  best  remedy,  and  where  the  orifice  of  the 

beautifuUy  injected  with  blood,  and  a  ate-  uterus  did  not  admit  of  this,   he  advised 

tion  of  the  substance  of  the  brain  showed  blood  to  be  drawn  from  the  arm  and  foot, 

mora  bloody  points  than  usual.    Then  was  and  stimulating  enemata  to  be  employed,  to 

also  a  quantity  of  tinged  senim  in  the  ven-  diminish  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  brain, 

trides.    The  vessels  of  the  cerebellum  were  Ife  stitas  that  he  had  seen   emetics  ad- 
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ministerrd  withoat  lucoett,  or  with  injarioug  dazzling  of  the    eyes,    of  weight   in   tbe 

effects.   Where  consciousness  did  not  return  forehead  or  posterior  part  of  the  head,  wmd 

between  the  fits,  bat  the  woman  remained  of  sndden  loss  of  vision,  symptoms  which  all 

insensible,  foaming  at  the  mouth,  with  ster-  announce  that  an  attack  oi  oobthImoq  to  at 

torous  breathing,  then  both  the  mother  and  hand.     I  hare  seen  women  suddenly  aeued 

child  he  believed  would  die,  if  they  were  not  with  frightful  convulsions,  he  says,  during 

promptly  relieved  by  delivery.   I  have  saved,  Ubour,  because  attention  had  not  been  paid 

be  says,  the  lives  of  many  women  in  this  way,  them  when  they  complained  of  pam  of  the 

but    others  have  not  failed   to  die    after  head.       We    perceive,    then,     that    it    b 

having  been  delivered  in  the  due  time,  and  much  more  easy  to  prevent  the  evfl,  than  to 

in  the  proper  manner — '*  bien  et  duement  destroy  itwhen  it  is  once  established;  sinoeths 

accoucbees.'^  most  powerful  remedies  do  not  prevent  the 

He  admits  that  some  cases  will  prove  death  of  the  mother  and  the  child,  which 

fiatal  whatever  is  done.     If  the  child  is  alive  these  convulsions  put  in  the  greatest  danger. 

he  recommends  tbe  operation  of  turning  ;  if  Therefore    I     blml    copiously,    and    that 

dead,  craniotomy.  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  symptoms 

"  There  are  some  women,"  he  says,  "  who  which  threaten  convulsions;    and    I   haw 

are  always  attacked  with  convuhdons  either  often  by  this  means  relieved  very  specdfly 

before  or  after  delivery.     To  prevent  such  the  headache,  restored  the  vision,  and  oom- 

an  accident  he  recommends  bleeding  from  pleted  the  delivery  happily  in  a  short  time, 

the  arm  twice  or  three  times  during  preg-  Copious  blood-letting  in  puerperal  eoo- 

nancy,    and  once  after  labour  has    com-  vulsions  is  the  first  remedy  now  employed 

menccU.  by  all  practitioners  in  this  country  ;  hot  the 

Puzos  has  also  given  an  account  of  puer-  extent  to  which  depletion  is  to  be  carried 

peral  convulsions,   and  has    recommended  must  be  regulated  by  the  constitution  of  the 

prompt  and  copious  blood-letting,  to  relieve  patient,  the  violence  of  the  symptoms,  and 

the  brain   from  the  excessive  quantity  of  the  effects  produced  by  the  loss  of  blood, 

blood  by  which  it  is  oppressed.     After  the  Profuse  blood-letting    will  not    invariably 

bleeding,  lavements,  he  says,  must  be  em-  control  the  difease,  as  some  have  asserted ; 

ployed,  and  it  should  be  ascertained  by  an  nay,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  sadden  ab- 

examination  whether  the  uterus  is  dilating,  straction  of  fifty  or  more  ounces  of  blood 

and  if  the  bleedings  and  other  remedies  do  from  the  arm  of  some  individuals,  instead  of 

not  calm  the  convulsions,  then  delivery  is  arresting  the  disease,  would  destroy  life.  So 

the  best  thing  that  can  be  done,  which  re-  feeble  is  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  some 

moves  the  pressure  from  the  great  blood-  womenthat  it  is  imposible  to  remove  this  quaa- 

vessels  of  the  abdomen,  and  allows  it  to  tityfromtbearm.  In  young,  robust,  plethoric 

circulate  freely.    The  relief  from  delivery,  women,  the  best  planoertainly  is  to  take  away 

he  says,  is  not  instantaneous,  for  the  con-  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  attack  twenty  or 

vuUious  will  often  continue  for  a  time,  hut  twenty 'five  ounces  of  blood  from  tbe  arm,  la 

at  longer  intervals,  and  patients  sometimes  cut  off  the  hair  or  shave  the  seslp,  sad 

remain  for  two  days  in  a  state  of  lethargy,  apply  over  the  head  cold  lotion  or  ice  in  a 

and  afterwards  recover.     But  when  the  con-  bladder ;  to  put  ten  grains  or  a  scrapie  ef 

vuNions  continue  in  spite  of  the  blood-  calomel  upon  the  tongue,  or  two  dropa  ef 

lettings  and  delivery,  and  the  coma  and  ster-  croton  oil,  if  the  bowels  reqfoire  immediale 

torous  breathing  and  foaming  at  tbe  mouth,  relief;  to  throw  up  into  the  rectum  astimo- 

then  tbe  disorder  will  terminate  fatally ;  but  lating  enema,  and  to  apply  warmth,  mnstarl 

we  have  tbe  consolation  to  know,  that  we  poultices,  and  rubefacients,  to  the  inside  ef 

merit  no  reproach,  having  employed  all  the  the  legs  and  thighs ;  at  the  same  tine  la 

means  we  possess  to  overcome  so  grievous  adopt  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  paticttt 

an  accident.     It  is  to  be  presumed  because  from  being  bruised  or  injured  by  the  violence 

we  have  not  succeeded,  that  lesions  (ere-  of  the  convulsive  movements  into  wfaieh  tbe 

vasses)  have   been  made  in  the  brain  by  body  is  thrown.     If  the  fits  eontinne  albr 

the  violence  of  the  convulsions,  and  that  these  remedies  have  been  employed,  with  un- 

dclivery   could  not  remedy  these.      Thus,  diminished  violence,  and  if  the  pulse  is  fiiU 

he  adds,   in   the  acute  convulsions  which  and  strong,  and  signs  of  congestion  of  the 

precede  or  accompany  labour,  we  cannot  brain  are  still  present,  you  may  open  anolher 

he  too   prompt  and  vigorous  in  the  ap-  vein  in  the  arm,   and  remove  fifteen    er 

plication  of  tbe  proper  resources ;   and  as  twenty  ounces  more.     A  third  bleeding  ta 

these  means  are  sometimes  insufficient  when  this  extent  is  undoubtedly  necessary  and 

the  disease  is    once  established,    the    ac-  proper  in  some  cases,  but  I  prefer  greatly, 

coucheur  should  he  attentive  to  the  first  after  thirty  or  thirty-five  ounces  of  blood 

symptoms  which  announce  convulsions  ;  for  have  been  drawn  from  the  arm,  to  trust  to 

it  sometimes  happens,  that  in  a  labour  ac-  local  bleeding,  and  especially  to  the  applies- 

companied  with  the  most  favourable  symp-  tion  of  cupping-glasses  to  the  temples  and 

Uuas,   M  woman  all  st  once  complains  of  nape  of  the  neck,    ^lien  the  ooastitmtioa 
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hai  b«en  previouslj  cihaiuted  bf  loine 
chronic  disease,  or  hKmorrhige  ;  or  without 
thcK,  if  it  ii  pecuUarlj  delicate,  nerroiu,  ud 
irriuble,  and  bu  been  weakened  bj  grief, 
and  other  depreutng  pumom,  aod  the  pulje 
it  very  rapid  and  feeble,  it  ii  better  to  Cruat 
entirely  to  the  local  abttractioD  of  blood,  and 
to  the  remedies  oow  deicribed,  and  to  ab- 
stain (Itogether  from  general  bleeding.  If 
jOD  look  at  tbe  following  table,   yon  will 


e  women  died  who  wer 


bled 


profiiiely,  and  that  others  recovered  where  a 
■mall  qoaatity  waa  drawn  from  the  arm,  or 
where  it  was  entirely  drawn  by  copping  fivm 
the  temples  and  nape  of  tbe  neck.  Theaa 
obserTabons  arc  made  with  the  vi«w  of 
prerentiag  yoa  from  having  recoarae  to 
eitensiTe  dt^letion  in  all  cues  of  pnerperal 
conmlsioiii,  withoat  carefdUy  coniidering 
the  condition  and  proiom  hlatorj  of  the 

Ctienl.     Profiue  and  indiacriDiinale  blood- 
ting  cannot  be  practised  with  impunity 
in  this  disase. 

This  ia  the  treatment  which  OU^t  to  he 
employed  in  cases  of  puerperal  convBlsions 
befoTV  Ubonr  comes  on,  and  also  after  labour 
has  commenced,  and  if  the  fits  do  not 
diminish  in  frequency  and  violence,  and  the 
parts  are  in  a  condition  to  admit  of  artifldal 
delivery,  it  ia  very  important  that  it  should 
not  be  long  delayed.  In  one  case  which  oe- 
cuiied  ia  tbe  latter  months  these  means 
ware  vigoroDsly  employed  without  effect,  and 
when  the  patient  appeared  ainking,  tbe 
operation  of  turning  was  performed,  though 
tbe  oa  nteri  had  not  begun  to  dilate,  and  the 
Bttc«wed  immadiataly  after  the  delivery  bad 
beed  eSeeted,  and  recovery  took  place. 
Sbonld  the  bead  of  tbe  cbUd  not  have  de- 
•ecnded  snffideotlj  low  for  the  foreeps  to  be 
•p^ied  when  delivery  becomes  alnolutely  ne- 
ecssary,  recoarae  sbonld  be  bad  to  the  perfi>. 
rator.  Even  when  the  o>  uteri  is  ftilly  dilated, 
and  tbe  btad  of  the  child  has  passed  so  fsr 
into  the  |Klvis  that  an  ear  can  be  felt,  it  i* 
diScdlt  to  apply  the  forceps  and  extract  tbe 
bead  without  danger  to  the  mother,  and 
vrhere  tbe  inaensibility  is  complete,  and  the 
Intervals  between  the  fits  short,  and  the 
patleat  cannot  be  retained  in  the  proper 
podlion,  the  cmpWment  of  tbe  forceps  i* 
•Iwaji  attoided  wilb  considerable  basard  to 
tbe  perinenm  aid  toft  parti. 

0[niim  has  been  almost  universally  con- 
demned in  puerperal  convulsions,  and  I  con- 
aider  it  alwaya  Improper  befora  blood-letting 
has  been  employed  to  a  sufficient  extent,  and 
tbe  delivery  has  been  completed  either  spon- 
taneously or  attificially.  In  some  of  the 
uoM  ferere  caeei  wMA  I  have  seen  after 
eoi»ons  TnetectioD  and  detivsfy,  large  dooea 
of  theHqoor  opU  acdativna  have  appeared  to 
prodace  very  powerful  efhcta  in  arreilidc. , 
tbe  fits ;  fai  otWa  no  bencAt  whatew  Mr 
aoHed  ftxwt  tbe  employnnnt  of  sedalbw  f 
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miiiif  tered  witboot  anceee§,  or  with  injurious  daxzling   of  the    ejes,    of  weight   in   the 
dfectc.   Where  oonfcionnesi  did  not  return  forehead  or  posterior  part  of  the  head,  and 
between  the  (its,  but  the  woman  remained  of  sudden  loss  of  risioD,  symptoms  which  all 
insensible,  foaming  at  the  mouth,  with  ster-  announce  that  an  attack  of  conruLrion  is  at 
torous  breathing,  then  both  the  mother  and  hand.     I  hare  seen  women  suddenly  seised 
duld  he  believi^  would  die,  if  they  were  not  with  frightful  conTulsions,  be  says,  during 
promptly  reltered  by  delivery.   I  have  saved,  Ubour,  because  attention  had  not  been  paid 
be  says,  the  lives  of  many  women  in  this  way,  them  when  th^  complained  of  pain  of  the 
but    others  have  not  failed  to  die    after  head.       We    perceive,    then,    that    it    is 
having  been  deUf  ered  in  the  due  time,  and  much  more  easy  to  prevent  the  evil,  than  to 
in  the  proper  manner — **  bien  et  duement  destroy  itwhen  it  is  once  established;  since  the 
acoouclkses."  most  powerful  remedies  do  not  prevent  the 
He  admits  that  some  cases  will  prove  death  of  the  mother  and  the  child,  vrhich 
fktal  whatever  is  done.     If  the  child  is  alive  these  convulsions  put  in  the  greatest  danger, 
be  recommends  the  operation  of  turning  ;  if  Therefore    I     blc«d    copiously,    and    that 
dead,  craniotomy.  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  symptoms 
''There  are  some  women/' he  says,  "who  whidi  threaten  convulsions;    and   I   have 
are  always  attacked  with  convulsions  either  often  by  this  means  relieved  very  speedily 
before  or  after  delivery.     To  prevent  such  the  headache,  restored  the  vision,  and  com- 
an  accident  he  recommends  bleeding  from  pleted  the  delivery  happily  in  a  short  time, 
the  arm  twice  or  three  times  during  preg-  Copious  blood-letting  in  puerperal  con- 
nancy,    and  once  after  labour  has    com-  vulsions  is  the  first  remedy  now  employed 
menccd.  by  all  practitioners  in  this  country  ;  but  the 
Puzos  has  also  given  an  account  of  puer-  extent  to  which  depletion  is  to  be  earned 
peral   convulsions,   and  has    recommended  must  be  regulated  by  the  constitution  of  the 
prompt  and  copious  blood-letting,  to  relieve  patient,  the  violence  of  the  symptoms,  and 
the  brain   from  the  excessive  quantity  of  the  effects  produced  by  the  loss  of  blood, 
blood  by  which  it  is  oppresied.     After  the  Profuse  blood-letting    will  not    invariably 
bleeding,  lavements,  he  says,  must  be  em-  control  the  disease,  as  some  have  asserted  ; 
ployed,  and  it  should  be  ascertained  by  an  nay,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  sudden  ab- 
examination  whether  the  uterus  is  dilating,  straction  of  fifty  or  more  ounces  of  blood 
and  if  the  bleedings  and  other  remedies  do  from  the  arm  of  some  individuals,  instead  of 
not  calm  the  convulsions,  then  delivery  is  arresting  the  disease,  would  destroy  life.   So 
the  best  thing  that  can  be  done,  which  re-  feeble  is  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  some 
moves  the  pressure  from  the  great  blood-  womenthat  it  is  imposible  to  remove  this  quan- 
vessels  of  the  abdomen,  and  allows  it  to  tity  from  the  arm.  In  young,  robust,  plethoric 
circulate  freely.     The  relief  from  delivery,  women,  thebestplancertamly  is  to  take  away 
be  says,  is  not  instantaneous,  for  the  con-  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  attack  twenty  or 
vulfiious  will  often  continue  for  a  time,  but  twenty-five  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  to 
at  longer  intervals,  and  patients  sometimes  cut  off  the  hair  or  shave  the  scalp,  and 
remain  for  two  days  in  a  state  of  lethargy,  apply  over  the  head  cold  lotion  or  ice  in  a 
and  afterwards  recover.     But  when  the  con-  bladder ;  to  put  ten  grains  or  a  scruple  of 
vulxions  continue  in  spite  of  the  blood-  calomel  upon  the  tongue,  or  two  drops  of 
lettings  and  delivery,  and  the  coma  and  ster-  croton  oil,  if  the  bowels  require  immediate 
torous  breathing  and  foaming  at  the  month,  relief;  to  throw  up  into  the  rectum  a  stimu- 
tben  the  disorder  will  terminate  fktally ;  but  lating  enema,  and  to  apply  warmth,  mustard 
we  have  the  consolation  to  know,  that  we  poultices,  and  rubefacients,  to  the  inside  of 
merit  no  reproach,  having  employed  all  the  the  legs  and  thighs ;  at  the  same  time  to 
means  we  possess  to  overcome  so  grievous  adopt  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  patient 
an  accident.     It  is  to  be  presumed  because  from  being  bruised  or  injured  by  the  violence 
we  have  not  succeeded,  that  lesions  (ere-  of  the  convulsive  movements  into  which  the 
vasses)  have  been  made  in  the  brain   by  body  is  thrown.     If  the  fits  continue  after 
the  violence  of  the  convulsions,  and  that  these  remedies  have  been  employed,  with  un- 
delivrry   could  not  remedy  these.      Thus,  diminished  violence,  and  if  the  pulse  is  full 
he  adds,   in   the  acute  convulsions  which  and  strong,  and  signs  of  congestion  of  the 
prtcede  or  accompany  labour,  we  cannot  brain  are  still  present,  you  may  open  another 
M  too  prompt  and   vigorous  in   the  ap*  vein  in  the  arm,   and  remove  fifteen    or 
pUiHktlun  of  the  proper  resources ;  and  as  twenty  ounces  more.    A  third  bleeding  to 
thr»i«  means  art»  sometimes  insuHieient  when  this  eitent  is  undoubtedly  necessary  and 
the  dtaiMMe  is    once  eatahliahed,    the    to-  proper  in  aome  cases,  but  I  prefer  greatly, 
co\ioh«>ur  should  he  attentive  to  the  first  aft«r  thirty  or  thirty-five  ounces  of  blood 
symptoms  whMi  amiounee  CHmvulsUins  \  tbr  have  been  drawn  from  the  arm,  to  trust  to 
it  aomttUufa  hapwNUi,  thai  in  a  labour  «is  local  hlr«ding,  and  especially  to  the  applies- 
•ampanlfd  wUh  lh»  uiiial  Ikvtmmhl*  symp«  thm  of  cupping-glasaea  to  the  temples  and 
towa,  *  woman  «U  «l  \%^f^  oomi^na  of  nape  of  the  neck.    When  the  cmtlkution 
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hu   be«n    prerioiulr   eilwiuted    bj    lOmB 

ehroDic  diKue,  or  bcmorrhiige  ;  or  witboat 

t)ieBe,if  itii  peculiarly  delicaCe,  nervoDi,  and 

irritable,   and  hu  b««n  wenkeiied  bj  griefi 

and  other  depreuing  pauioni,  and  the  pnbe 

U  verr  rtpid  and  feeble,  it  ii  better  to  trait 

entirely  to  the  localabatraction  of  blood,  and 

to  the  remediei  now  described,  and  to  ^• 

Blain  altogether  from  general  bleeding.     If 

jou  look  at  the  foUowing  table,  you  will 

lee  that  lome  women  died  who  were  bled 

profnaely,  and  that  otberg  recOTSred  where* 

■mall  quantity  was  drawn  from  the  arm,  or 

where  it  was  entirely  drawn  by  cnpniag  from 

the  tetaples  and  nape  of  the  neck.    Theae 

obBerratiani    are   made   with   the   view    of 

preventing  you   ^m  hiTing   recoune   to 

eiteniive  depletion  in  all  cases  of  puerperal 

convulaioni,  without   carefdllj    coniidering 

the   eondition   and  prerioui  hiatory  of  tlie 

patient.  Frnfoae  and  indijctiminate  blood- 
letting cannot  be  practiaed  with   impunity 

in  this  diseaae. 
This  is  the  treatment  which  ought  to  be 

employed  in  caaei  of  puerperal  couTolaiona 

before  labour  comee  on,  and  also  after  lahoni 

has  commenced,   and  if   the  fits  do    not 

diminish  in  trtq/>encj  and  violence,  and  the 

parts  are  in  a  condition  to  admit  of  artifidal 

delivery,  it  is  very  important  that  it  should 

not  be  long  delayed.  In  one  case  which  oc- 
curred in  the  latter  montha  these  means 
were  ngoronsly  employed  without  eSeet,  and 
when  the  patient  appeared  sinking,  the 
operation  of  turning  wai  performed,  though 
the  oa  uteri  had  not  begun  to  dilate,  and  tiie 
fits  ceased  immediately  after  the  delivery  liad 
been  effected,  and  recovery  took  place. 
Should  <be  head  of  the  diild  not  have  de- 
scended BufficicuCly  low  for  the  forceps  to  be 
applied  when  delivery  becomes  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, recoaree  ahonld  be  had  to  the  perfo- 
rator. Even  when  the  os  uteri  is  fully  dilated, 
and  the  bead  of  the  idiild  baa  passed  so  hi 
into  the  pelvis  that  an  ear  can  be  felt.  It  1« 
dilBcnlt  to  apply  the  foroepa  and  extract  the 
head  without  dai^;er  to  the  mother,  and 
where  the  inaensibUity  is  complete,  and  the 
intervals  betirecn  the  fits  abort,  and  the 
patient  cannot  be  retained  fn  the  proper 
position,  the  emfjoyment  of  the  forceps  is 
alwayi  attended  with  considenble  baiard  to 
the  perineum  sad  soft  parts. 

C^um  has  been  almost  universally  con- 
demned in  puerperal  convulsions,  and  I  con- 
sider it  always  improper  before  blood-letting 
has  been  employed  to  a  safficienteitest,  and 
the  delivery  has  been  completed  either  spon- 
taneonsly  or  aitiflcially.  Id  some  of  the 
most  serere  cbmb  wludi  I  have  seen  after 
GOpionsTencKiition  and  delivaiy,largB  dosei 
of  the  bqnor  opil  sedatims  have  appeared  tr 
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any  kind.    The  application  of  leeches  to  the  losis  of  the  joint  is  complete  only  on 

region  of  the  uterus  appeared,  in  a  recent  the  surface,  but  the  obliquely  oval  form 

case   of  mania  complicated  with  puerperal  would  not  have  been  so  well  marked  as 

convulsions,  to  be  attended  with  the  most  Iq  the  preceding  specimen 

striking  benefit  after  all  other  means  had  3.  Jq  the  specimen  now  before  me, 

been  tried  without  effect.     Sedatives  have  ^hich  is  an  extremely  instructive  one, 

been  recommended  to  be  appli^  to  the  ^  shewing  the  early  stage  at  which 

cervix  uten,  or  thrown  up  into  the  rectum  fU^«o/i*»r^««,«#;^-o/»^J««n.™.^  .u«««i  ,;« 

during  labour,  and  after  delivery,  in  cases  of  ^^^1^.^    ?l!  7°^  ^^^'^^^  P^^^" 

pueri^ral  convulsion,  but  I  have  had  no  ex-  ^^^  evidently  that  of  a  young  person, 

perience  of  their  efficacy.  J  ^^maje,   the  defective  development 

1 had  taken  place  on  the  right  side : 

CONTRIBUTIONS  there  is  no  appearance  whatever  of  any 

anchylosis, — a  change  which  seems  to 

T^  come  on  later,   and    at  times  to  be 

ANATOMY   AND   PHYSIOLOGY,  altogether  unconnected  with  the  de- 

formitv.     The  first    sacral    vertebra 

Bt  Robert  Knox,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.  strongly  resembles  the  last  lumbar;  it 

Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Phyrioloipy.  and  Cor-  ^^s  not  yet  united  with  the  second,  and 

responding^  Member  of  the  nvnch  Academy  of  the  two  lateral  portions  or  wings  are  of 

Medicine.  extremely  unequal  depth ;  the  one,  the 

[ConUnued  from  p.  591.]  right,  being  scarcely  half  an  inch ;  the 

other,  the  left,  being    fully  an  inch 

I  SHALL  now  endeavour  to  apply  these  and  ^ ;  neither  does  the  body  of  this 

views  derived  from  transcenaental  ana-  vertebra  follow  so  exactly  the  direction 

tomy  to  the  practical  work  of  Naegele,  of  the  second  as  is  usual  in  the  re^ular- 

and  to   his  discovery  of   the   pelvis  formed   sacrum,    but   slopes    slightly 

oblique  ovata.  From  time  to  time  there  backward ;  lastly,  a  line  let  fall  per- 

occur,  no  doubt,  in   every  dissecting  pendicularly  from  the  symphysis  pubis 

room,  specimens  similar  to  the  five  or  to  the  sacrum  strikes  that  bone  at  the 

six  now  lying  before  me ;  they  have  been  inner  edge  of  the  right  foramina  verte- 

in  my  own  museum  nearly  seventeen  bralia,  instead  of  the  centre  of  the  bone, 

years,  and  have  annually  been  exhibited  as  it  ought  to  do.    On  looking  at  the 

to  my  class.    I  shall  describe  one  of  specimen  when  held  fairly  bemre  you, 

them  with  some  minuteness,  the  fest  youmayseenearlythewhole  of  the  right 

more  briefly.  foramina  vertebralia,  which  ought  not 

1.  A  female  pelvis,  history  unknown,  to  be  the  case  had  the  right  os  innomi- 
The  riffht  os  innominatum  is  not  pre-  natum  been  fairly  developed ;  but  in- 
sent;  the  left  had  been  accidentally  stead  of  that  semicircular  line  which 
divided  with  the  saw  just  before  the  the  linea  innominata  ought  to  present, 
acetabulum,  and  the  fragment  lost ;  the  we  find  it  nearly  a  constantly  converg- 
last  lumbar  vertebra  is  present ;  the  ing  one  from  the  articulation  with  the 
sacrum  also,  and  seemingly  the  first  of  sacrum  to  the  symphysis  pubis.  No 
the  coccygeal  vertebrs.  To  understand  one,  I  think,  can  now  doubt  what  would 
the  preparation  rightly,  it  requires  to  be  have  been  the  ultimate  form  of  the 
seen,  or  to  place  Mr,  Naegele's  work  pelvis  had  the  person  happily  lived  to 
before  joa.  The  left  sacro-iliac  articu-  mature  years :  it  would  nave  been  a 
lationis  obliterated  or  anchylosed ;  the  perfect  specimen  of  the  pelvis  obli(|uc 
iliac  portion  of  the  left  innominatum  ovata,  the  right  side  retaining  the  in- 
tmall,  and  but  partially  developed.  The  fantile  and  bnite  form,  the  left  ex- 
sacrum  is  twisted  away  to  one  side ;  the  panding  into  that  of  the  well-formed 
area  of  the  left  half  of  Uie  introitus  could  woman . 

scarcely  have  equalled  a  third  of  the  I  shall  now  very  briefly  notice  three 

right :  the  specimen  when  entire  must  more  specimens  which  I  find  on  the 

have  presented  exactly  the  form  we  same  shelf  with  those  just  described, 

find  in  M.  Naegele's  plate,  and  have  but  evidently  quite  difierent  in  their 

been  one  of  the  very  best  specimens  of  nature ;  I  notice  these  the  more  par- 

the  obliquely  oval  pelvis.  ticularly,  that  their  characteristic  patho- 

2.  The .  preparation  marked  9B0  is  logical  condition  may  have  orginallv 
similar  to  the  last  in  nearly  all  respects :  led  others  as  well  as  myself  to  overlook 
the  partial  development  has  again  the  essential  diflercnccs  betwixt  them 
happened  on  the  leu  side ;  the  anchy-  and  the  preceding  specimens.     They 
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are  half«ectiotisof  the  pelvis  taken  at  parative  slenderness  of  the  haunches 

mndom  from  the  Practical  Rooms,  ex-  of  most  quadrupeds,  and  the  freauency 

hibitinganancyhlo8i8oftheri|y|;htsacro-  of  hernia  in  man  as  compared  with 

iliac  joint—- no  other  deformity  is  pre-  them.    The  usual  vertical  position  of 

sent;  the  pelves  shewing  no  marks  of  the  trunk  in  man  has,  no  doubt,  its 

deformation.    One  of  the  persons  had  share  In  giving  rise  to  this  circum- 

probably  suffered  from  rheumatism ;  at  stance.    Autenneth's  mode  of  calcu- 

ksBst  other  parts  of  the  bones  shew  a  lating  certain  dimensions  of  the  pelvis 

strong  disposition  to  exostotic  deposits,  is  most  ingenious,  but  to  do  justice  to 

which  indeed  i^und.  Thus  anchylosis  his  ideas    it  would  require  that  the 

of  Mb  joint  is  in  no  shape  necessarily  work  were  translated  and  transferred 

connected  widi  the  pelvis  oblique  ovata,  to  your  pages  entire :    he  divides  Ibe 

^though  it  usually  follows  or  accom-  pelvis,  for  example,  into  wiuit  ke  cmHs 

panies  it  as   a  consequence  of  non-  a  dorsal  part  said  jm  abdominal,  and 

development  he  Ibund  umi,  wh3«t  in  the  infant  of 

The  last  specimen  on  the  table  re-  two  years  the  first  was  to  the  second 

minds  me  of  the  vast  variety  of  tomm  in  kngth  as  10  to  11,  and  up  to  14 ;  in 

S resented  by   the  sacrum,   and  bm/r  the  adult  it  was  as  10  to  16,  up  to  22. 

ifficult  it  is  to  give  even  the  efaarac-  1 1  is  sufficiently  curious  that,  althoueh 

terisdc  sexual  (usdneCiooa.    Here    is  in    certain  quadrumana,  and   in  tne 

one  which  would  easily  admit  of  its  elephant,  the  comparatively  rounded 

first  bove  Iwuig  nicely  removed  with  form  of  the  cranium  in  this  respect 

the  saar^jMidyetleave  a  perfect  sacrum,  somewhat,  though  rather  remotely  in 

tiiat  is,  a  promontory  and  five  bones,  the    latter,    resembling    the    human, 

tTbere  appear  to  have  been  six  sacral  might  have  been  supposed  adequate  to 

irertebrae  m  this  specimen,  but  as  nei-  produce  a  marked  alteration   in   the 

^er  the  lumbar  nor  coccygeal  bones  are  form  of  the  pelvis,  it  yet  has  not  done 

5 resent,  the  matter  remains  doubtful,  so,  at  least  not  to  any  great  extent, 

inother  and  a  perfectly  difierent  view  The  pelvis  of  the  highest  of  the  qua- 

might  be  taken  of  this  upper  vertebra :  drumana  does  not,  in  so  far  as  I  recol- 

it  may  be  ,the  last  lumbar,  but  I  feel  lect,    approach    in    form    the    female 

disposed  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  (human)  pelvis ;  and  in  respect  to  the 

its  anomalous  appearance,  it  is  the  first  elephant,  although  it  may  be  admitted 

sacral,  and  that  the  first  coccygeal  is  to  be  more  rounded  in  the  introiiui^  or 

here  united  to  the  last  sacral.  narrow,  than  most  mammal  pelves,  its 

As  these  observations  have  unex-  resemblance  to  the  transversely  oval 

pectedly  extended  so  much  beyond  the  human  female  pelvis  is  very  distant 

limits  I  anticipated,  what  I  have  further  2d,  Do  the  articulations  of  the  feasaie 

to  say  shall  oe  venfj  brief;  it  has  a  pelvis  relax  during,  and  a  little  before, 

reference  to  two  points :  Ist,  to  some  delivery  ?    To  what  extent  does  the 

observations  by  Fischer  and  Autenrieth  relaxation  take  place  P    Is  k  a  rare  or 

on  the  form  of^he  pelvis  of  the  quadru-  frequent  occurrence  P    Is  it  a  patho- 

ped  mammal ;  2d,  as  to  the  temporary  logical  or  a  healthy  condition  ? 

relaxation  of  the  pelvic  ligaments  in  To  answer  these  questions  in  as  far 

women  preceding  and  during  delivery,  as  my  own  experience  goes,  I  shall 

Ist,  In  addition  to  a  vast  number  of  endeavour  to  reUte,  to  the  best  of  my 

Tcry  admirable  and  original  observa-  recollection,    some    of    the    principal 

tions,    Autenrieth    remarks,  that   the  facts  bearing  on  them  in  the  order  in 

depth  of  the  osseous  symphysis  of  the  which  they  presented  themselves    to 

pubis,  and  the  comparative  weakness  of  me. 

the  sacral  and  caudal  portions;    the  During  the  summer  sessions  of  1825, 

canal-like  shape  assumed  by  the  pelvis  1826,  and  1827, 1  delivered,  in  Surgeons' 

in  most  of  the  lower  animals ;  the  rudi-  Square,  three  courses  of  lectures  on 

mentary  condition  of  the  false  or  upper  comparative  anatomy.    The  desire  to 

pelvis  in  some,  and  the  like  condition  present  as  many  fresh  specimens  of 

of  the  true  jielvis  in  others ;  all  these,  all   the  peat  classes,    and   principal 

he  observes,  are  remarkable  features  in  genera,  of  animals,  induced  me  to  apply 

the   pelvis    of   the  quadruped.     The  to  the  fishermen  on  our  coasts,  engaging 

influence  of  these  changes  is  perceived  them  to  send  me  any  rare  mollusca  fishes, 

in  the  condition  of  the  muscles  con*  seals,  dolphins,  &c.  which  they  might 

nected  with  these  bones,  in  the  com-  take    by    nets   or   otherwise.      Now, 
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under  those  circumstances,  a  preffnant  real  benefit,  being  only  applicable  to 
seal  was  brought  me ;  the  animal  had  that  form  of  pelvis  found  in  tne  quadni- 
been  shot  with  a  single  ball,  ped,  and  but  nrelj  in  woman,  my 
killing  not.  only  the  mother  but  the  attention  was  next  du'ected  to  ascertain 
foetus.  From  the  size  of  the  ^oung  whether  or  not,  in  woman,  the  liga- 
seal  and  other  circumstances,  it  was  mentoussymphysisof  the  pubis  became 
evident  that  in  a  very  few  days  the  relaxed  during  parturition  P  Whether 
foetus  would  have  been  bora.  I  shall  or  not  this  was  frequent  or  rare  ? 
here  abstain  from  mentioning  any  other  Whether  or  not  it  was  accompanied  by 
circumstances  respecting  the  anatomy  a  corresponding  relaxation  of  the  sacro- 
of  the  seal  and  its  foetus,  saving  what  iliac  joints,  without  which  the  relaxa- 
is  directly  connected  with  the  nistory  tion  of  the  ligamentous  symphysis 
of  the  pelvis — I  mean  of  the  pelvis  of  would  be  of  little  avail  ?  And,  lastly, 
this  pregnant  seal.  The  foetus,  which  whether  such  relaxations  were  to  be 
lay  in  the  uterus  with  all  its  natural  viewed  as  pathological  or  natural  ?  An 
connexions,  appeared  to  me  of  extra-  opportunity  soon  occurred,  after  the 
ordinary  dimensions,  and  I  was  curious  dissection  of  the  seal  described  above, 
to  know  how  such  a  foetus  could  pass  to  put  some  of  these  questions  to  the 
the  pelvis  of  the  mother :  the  examina-  test  of  direct  observation, 
tion  of  this  cavity  displayed  a  singular  A  middle-aged  woman,  who  had  died 
and  unexpected  met,  and  which  was  at  of  flooding  following  delivery,  was 
the  time  quite  new  to  me ;  the  inter-  brought  into  the  Practical  Rooms :  the 
pubic  ligunent,  or  ligamentous  sym-  pelvis  was  of  full  dimensions.  On  ex^ 
physis,  was  so  elongated  that  the  bones  amining  its  articulations,  they  were 
might  be  separated  from  each  other  to  found  to  be  all  relaxed ;  the  bones 
the  extent  of  nearly  two  inches.  When  could  be  made  to  slide  over  each  other. 
I  now  examined  attentively  the  form  of  The  dissection  was  shewn  to  the  class, 
the  osseous  pelvis,  I  could  see  very  evi-  and  compared  vrith  that  of  the  seal, 
dently  that  in  the  quadrilateral- shaped  whose  skeleton  was  in  the  museum ; 
pelvis,  where  the  ^atest  diameter  was  the  opinions,  likewise,  of  several  distin- 
the  antero-postenor  one,  as  in  the  guished  accoucheurs  in  town  were 
quadruped  mammal,  and  not  the  trans-  asked  :  they  all  declared  the  relaxation 
verse  one,  as  in  woman,  this  temporary  to  be  the  effect  of  one  of  two  causes : 
separation  of  the  pubic  bones  of  the  it  was  either,  said  they,  the  result  of 
pelvis  admitted  of  a  great  enlargement  putrefaction  after  death,  or  of  a  dis- 
of  all  the  diameters  of  the  pelvis,  eased  or  pathological  condition  of  the 
whilst  in  the  transversely  oval  pelvis  pelvis.  On  consulting  the  published 
of  woman,  the  artificial  separation  of  works  of  a  most  distinguishea  surgeon 
the  pubic  bones  merely,  even  to  a  con-  and  accoucheur  (Mr.  %ums,  of  Glas- 
siderable  extent,  say  an  inch,  did  but  gow),  I  found  that  he  also  maintained 
little  increase  any  of  the  diameters  of  tne  doctrine,  that  when  relaxation  of 
the  brim  and  abdominal  entrance  to  the  articulations  of  the  pelvis  did  take 
the  true  pelvis.  As  this  was  a  matter  place  during  delivery,  it  was  a  patholo- 
which  could  be  made  the  subject  of  gical  and  not  a  healthy  process, 
comparative  demonstration,  several  Since  1825  and  1826,  I  have  now 
female  pelves  were  divided  at  the  pubes,  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  care- 
as  recommended  by  Sigault,  when  it  fully  the  pelves  of  five  women  of  differ- 
became  manifest  to  the  class  that  ent  ages  who  have  died  soon  after  de- 
unless  the  pubic  bones  were  separated  livery,  and  having  found  in  all  of  these  a 
forcibly  from  each  other  for  more  than  relaxation  of  the  articulations  of  the 
an  inch  and  a  quarter,  nothing  was  pelvis  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  but 
gained  on  the  diameters  of  the  cavity ;  always  remantable,  I  feel  disposed  to 
and  that  a  more  extended  separation,  think  the  process  a  regular  or  healthy 
so  as  to  render  the  operation  at  all  one,  and  not  pathological, 
usefulin  respect  to  its  object,  was  abso-  In  conclusion,  I  trust  it  has  been 
lutdy  impracticable  on  the  livins^  made  apparent  that  the  great  laws  of 
woman,  since,  on  its  being  attempte<^  transcendental  anatomy  andphysiology, 
the  sacro-iliac  joints  were  heard  to  give  even  admitting  them  to  be  not  yet 
way.  Having  satisfied  myself  that  the  very  fully  established,  are  yet  exten- 
Si^Btultian  operation  on  the  transversely  sively  and  happily  applicable  to  human 
oval  pelvis  of  woman  could  lead  to  no  anatomy  and  physiology :  certain  devi- 
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ations  of  the  pelvis,  for  example,  from  The  ele^nt  analysiB  of  diabetic  blood 
its  normnl  and  specific  form,  have  been  bjr  Dr.  Rees,  detailed  in  Guy's  Hbs- 
shevfu  to  he  fnerelif  a  persistence  of  its  pital  Reports,  Vol.  3,  p.  398,  is  ex- 
fatal  shape ;  and  this  shape  again,  tremely  satisfactory,  for  the  sugar  was 
being  the  tjqte  of  shape  in  every  mam-  obtained  in  a  crystalHzed  form.  I  be- 
mo/,  the  deformation  gives  to  the  adult  lieve  I  have  also  met  with  similar 
pelvis  thus  constituted  the  shape  at  once  success.  Feb.  17,  1842,  I  received  the 
of  the  human  foetal  and  quadruped  pel-  blood,  taken  by  cupping  in  the  loins, 
vis.  Or,  to  ezpressthe  generalization  as  from  a  young  lady  suffering  under 
a  law,  perhaps  we  may  say,  "  the  laws  confirmed  diabetes  mellitus.  I  exa- 
regulating  the  growth  of  specific  fcfrms  mined  her  urine  several  times,  and 
are  the  antithesis  of  the  laws  presiding  obtained  from  it  beautifully  crystallized 
over  transcendental  forms;  the  one  sugar;  its  sp.  gr.  was  1045.  The  pa- 
bestows  individuality  on  the  specie^;,  tient  died  recently.  I  dried  over  flie 
the  other  struggles  to  reduce  all  to  one  steam-bath  549*5  grains  crassamentum 
type ;  as  the  one  prevails,  the  specific  and  serum.  I  treated  the  dry  residuum 
form  is  preserved ;  with  the  predomi-  with  successive  portions  of  boiling  id- 
nance  of  the  other,  a  destruction  of  all  cohol,  of  sp.  gr.  860^,  to  the  amount  of 
speciality  exists :  we  call  these  laws  of  f^v.  The  alcoholic  solution  was  eva- 
type  deformating  laws,  because  they  are  porated  to  dryness.  The  residuum  was 
opposed  to  our  ideas  of  species,  and  to  treated  with  distilled  water,  and  the 
the  obvious  endeavours  of  nature  to  aqueous  solution  was  evaporated  to  the 
maintain  tiiis  struggle  and  to  perpetuate  consistence  of  syrup,  and  then  left 
species.  exposed  to  the  air  for  several  days. 
[To  be  continued.]  After  the  lapse  of  this  time  I  distinctly 
_L__^ observed  small  globular  masses  of  a 

light  fawn  colour,  and  of  the  charac- 

OBSERVATIONS  AND  ExPERiMKNTS  CON-  tcristic  appcarancc  of  diabetic  sugar ; 

cBRNiNo  *^^y  w^^^  interspersed  with  crystals, 

apparently  of  chloride  of  sodium.    The 

DIABETES    MELLITUS,  separation  of  sugar  from  the  blood  is 

gtc.  &c.  ®^*^^  attended  with  considerable  diffi- 

culty,   and  I  have  even  failed  to  de- 

By  John  Percy,  M.D.  (Edin.)  tect  it  in  the  blood  of  a  dog,  after  ^e 

Physician  to  the  Qneen'8  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  injection    of    sugar   into    the    jugular 

on  Omnic  Chemistry  at  the  Royal  School  of  vein.     In  the  early  stage  of  one  case  of 

Medicine  and  Surgery,  Birmingham.  diabetes,  Dr.   Christison  COuld  nOt  de- 

[Continued  from  p.  595.]  t^ct  any  sugar  in  the  blood ;  while  in 

another,  wnere   the    disease  was  ^r 

(For  the  London  Medical  Gazette.)  advanced,    fermentation  indicated  its 

presence  only  in  the  small  proportion 

HT,,    ^                   ,    ,               .         ,  of  one  grain  in  eight  ounces.    (Library 

r..w  ^,^^J^=e^^^to    examme    the  of  Medicine,  Vof.  4,  p.  252.)    The  ex- 

subject  of  the  formation  of  grape-sugar  istence  of  sugar  in  the  blood  of  dia- 

tn  diabetes  mellitus.    Several  distinct  betic  patients  only  in  minute  propor- 

questions  are  here  naturally  suggested,  tion,  will  not  appear  surprising,  wVen 

1st.  In  what  situations  is  the  grape-  we  consider  the  extreme  rapidftV  with 

sugar  found  m  this  disease  ?  which  sugar,  after  its  introduction  into 

2nd.  In  what  part  of  the  system  is  a  vein,  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys, 

olT^  wLf         *i,        ^    1           ^.  ^^  ^^«"  w<^    a^so  further  consider 

i'J^f'  ^  A^  *'!   r  P^r^*^"^''  condi-  that,  in  the  disease  in  quesUon,  the 

tions  attending  its  formation  ?  quantity  of  water  which  p^es  through 

fkrV  L  '  nJfX^'fi^'  l""  '^^  u!""^'.  ^^5'  ^-  ^^^  i^  »  P^en  time  is  so  muSh 

thoiJh    "7/r°jly/«^blis^ed;    al-  jrreater  than  in  the  condition  of  health. 

&  4no5  '  *^?i;«?^^^a^le  time,  che-  ^e  receive  it,  then,  as  an  established 

^otir  ^^^^   w^*""'  "i*^""?^"  '^  ^^-  ^«c*»  that  sugir  exists  in  the  blood  in 

wU  Ir!iT'5^°'^'..'^^  '"^''  ^^   *^^  diabetes    mellitus,    and  is    circXed 

Sr  Li   nr  '  M  "^^""T'^  M'Grc^r.  throughout  the  syLtem. 

?«;    onH'  ?^\  ^^><^a.^<^»  M.  Bouchar.  I  may  here  direct  attention  to  the 

^Wio^L  Y^T^'^'a'    ^^^^  '"^«^°-  ^^^^'  ^^^^  «"«^^  whether  ™pe  or  cane, 

tiated  the  fact  by  direct  experiment,  does  not  appeir  to  pro&ce  any  seni 
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sible  effect  upon  the  nervous  system ;  in  the  stomach  from  azotized  tissue,  ai 
and,  in  proof  of  this,  I  need  only  refer  fibrin  or  eibumen,  would  not  admit  of 
to  the  experiments  previously  recorded,  easy  explanation.  Experiments  in  re- 
Cane  sugar  may  be  even  injected  into  lation  to  this  subject  must  be  per- 
the  carotid  artery  without  effectinc^  formed  with  the  greatest  care,  for  those 
any  decided  cerebral  disturbance.  I  who  have  watched  diabetic  patients 
have  injected  1000  grains  of  cane  well  understand  the  difficulty  of  en- 
sugar,  dissolved  in  f^iij*  of  warm  water,  suring  the  necessary  condition  of 
into  this  vessel,  without  observing  any  restricting  a  patient  to  an  exclusively 
other  efiects  than  those  which  I  nave  animal  diet  for  several  days.  And  in 
seen  result  from  the  injection  of  pure  this  case  even  milk  and  bread  should 
water  into  the  same  artery.  be  entirely  excluded.    I  would  express 

Su^  is  also  reported  to  have  been  my  earnest  hope  that  some  pathologist 
occasionally  detected  in  the  saliva  and  may  be  induced  to  direct  his  especial 
perspiration  of  diabetic  patients,  and  attention  to  the  investigation  of  the 
we  cannot  be  surprised  at  this  state-  statement  under  consideration, 
ment  when  we  consider  that  the  circu-  Is  the  statement  of  M,  Bouchardat 
lating  liquid  is  itself  impregnated  with  correct^  that  the  proportion  of  sugar  in 
sugar,  the  urine  is  in  the  direct  ratio  of  the 

vVe  now  arrive  at  a  fact  of  the  high-  quantity  of  fecula  or  saccharine  matter 
est  interest  in  connection  with  the  contained  iti  the  food  P  (Bell,  op.  cit. 
patholo^  of  diabetes,  viz.  the  exist-  p.  47.)  It  is  difficult  to  understand 
ence  of  saccharine  matter  in  the  now  this  statement  should  be  perfectly 
stomach  of  diabetic  patients,  after  all  compatible  with  that  of  M'Grcgor, 
saccharine  matter  has  been  excluded  which  we  have  just  considered,  for  it 
from  their  food.  This  part  of  the  sub-  would  lend  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
ject  necessarily  includes  the  question  sugar  is  generated  exclusively  from 
next  in  order,  viz. :  amylaceous  or  similar  vegetable  matter. 

2dly.  In  what  part  of  the  system  is  And  if  this  conclusion  were  correct,  a 
the  sugar  forxped  r  strictly  animal  diet  in   diabetes  meU 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  my  litus  should  be  immediately  followed 
intention  in  this  communication  is  not  by  a  return  of  the  urine  to  a  perfectly 
to  examine  the  various  hypotheses  healthy  condition,  in  so  far  as  relates 
which  have  been  pro^xised  to  explain  to  the  absence  of  sugar ;  which,  how- 
dial>etes  mellitus,  but  simply  to  con-  ever,  I  am  not  aware  lias  hitherto  been 
fine  myself  to  an  examination  of  what  found  to  be  the  case.  That  the  pro- 
appears  to  be  positively  known  u(>on  portion  of  amylaceous  matter  of  the 
tne  subject.  More  facts  are  yet  re-  food  determines  to  a  certain  extent  the 
quired ;  and  it  would  be  advantageous  proportion  of  sugar  evacuated  with  the 
toscienceifpathologists,  who  may  have  urine,  we  are  not  prepared  to  deny, 
opportunities  of  practically  studying  It  is  only  the  constant  and  definite 
the  disease,  would  apply  themselves  to  relation  ojf  Bouchardat,  which  requires 
the  investigation  of^  particular  points,  confirmation  by  further  experiments, 
which  demand  further  elucidation.  Here,  again,  we  must  lament  the  defi- 

To  Dr.  M'Grcgor  we  are  indebted  ciency  of  experimental  data.  We  need 
for  experimental  evidence  of  the  ex-  well-established  facts  in  the  present 
istence  of  sugar  in  the  stomach  in  da^%  and  not  mystical  and  indefinite 
diabetes.  Several  questions  arise  in  opinions.  If  some  pathologist  would 
connection  with  this  fact.  Is  sugar  restrict  himself  to  an  investigation  of 
found  in  the  stomach  onh/  when  thjs  thechymecf  a  diabetic  patient — an  in- 
food  has  contained  vegetable  matter  P  vestigation,  it  is  true,  attended  with 
M'Gregor  has  answered  this  question  difficulties,  but  not  insurmountable-^ 
in  the  negative,  for  he  **  found  saccha-  valuable  facts  might  be  obtained. 
line  matter  in  the  stomachs  of  persons  M'Gregor  discovered  sugar,  not  only 
in  whom  vomiting  had  been  produced,  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  but 
and  who  had  been  kept  for  several  days  also  in  the  fieces  of  diabetic  patients, 
on  a  very  strict  animal  diet,"  (Bell  on  and,  what  is  deserving  of  attention,  the 
t)]abete8,  Transl.  p.  50.)  This  state-  sugar  was  capable  of  crystallization. 
ment  is  one  of  extreme  interest,  and  Another  question  is,  whether  sugar, 
requires  confirmation  by  other  patho-  in  diabetes,  can,  in  any  degree,  be  pro- 
logistB.    The  generation  of  gra[)e-sugar    ducetl  from  previously  assimilated  mat" 

817.— XXXII.  2  T 
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ffer  ?    Now,  one  of  the  most  striking  3.  Hybemating  animals  which  be» 

and  invariable  symptoms  of  the  disease  fore  the  commencement  of  their  period 

is  emaciation.    The  loss  of  weight  in  of  torpor  are  well  provided  witn  fat, 

some  cases  is  remarkable ;  and  of  this  are  afterwards  reduced  to  leanness. 

we  have  an  illustration  in  the  history  4.  Rest,  with  the  consequent  dimi- 

of  Merchant.     Absorption,  therefore,  nution  in  the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid 

of  previously  assimilated  matter,  must  evolved  in  respiration,  is  &vourable  to 

occur  to  a  great  extent ;  and  the  ques-  the  development  of   fat ;    whilst  the 

tion  arises,  whether  any  of  this  matter  converse  is  true  in  a  state  of  activity. 

is  converted  into  sugar  and  evacuated  Now,  there  is  an  obvious  relation 

with  the  urine,  or  whether  it  is  entirely  between  the  Quality  of  food  and  the 

consumed  in  the  process  of  respiration,  formation  of  tat ;  a  relation  of  great 

The  food,  it  is  well  known,  serves  two  practical  importance    to    the  fitrmer. 

important    ends,    viz.  the    supply  of  Amylaceous  matters,  especially,  tend  to 

matter  for  pulmonary  oxidation,  and  the  production  and  deposition  of  &t. 

for  the  reparation  of  waste.    If  these  Accordingly,  starch,  in  one  form    or 

ends  be  not  satisfactorily  accomplished,  other,  is  frequently  employed  in  the 

whether  from    a  deficient  supply  of  fattening  of  poultry  ana  pigs.    Liebig 

nutriment,  or  from  some  defect  m  the  has  well  insisted  upon  the  relation  of 

process  of  assimilation,  emaciation  and  ultimate  composition  between  fat  and 

•exhaustion   are  the  inevitable  conse-  fecula,  and  explains  the  formation  of 

(j^uences.    Now,  the  condition  of  a  pa-  the  former  from  the  latter  by  the  sim- 

tient  sufierine  under  processing  ma-  pie  abstraction  of  oxygen.    (Vid.  Ani- 

■betes  is  exactly  the  condition  of  a  man  mal  Chemistry,  edited  by  Dr.  Gregory, 

exposed  to  one  or  other  of  the  p»re-  page  83,  et  sea.)     Whether  the  oily 

ceding  circumstances.    The  food  which  matter  which  I    extracted   from  the 

he   takes,    although    abundant,    and  chyme  by  alcohol  in  the  experiments 

suitable  in  quality,   is  converted,   in  detailed  in  the  present  communication, 

great  measure,  into  matter  which  is  might,  in  part,  be   derived  from  the 

useless  to  the  system,  and  which  is  starch,  in    the  manner,  supposed  by 

expelled  by  the  urinary  organs.    The  Liebig,  is  a  question  woftny  of  fur* 

condition,  then,  of  a  diabetic  patient  ther  investigation.     Dr.  Prout  main- 

perfectly  resembles  that  of  starvation  tains    that  the  conversion  of  fecula 

irom  a  deficient  supply  of  nutriment ;  into  oily  matter  in  the  stomach   oc- 

and  hence  the  consequent  emaciation,  curs  in  healthy  digestion.    However 

Material  must   be    continually  intro-  this  may  be,  itis  nevertheless  certain  that 

duced  into  the  blood  for  the  purpose  of  fat  is  in  some  way  or  other  generated 

respiration;  but  in  diabetes  that  material  in  the  system  from  amylaceous  matter. 

is  in  great  measure  virtually  withheld,  for  Now  it  is  probable  that  in  progressing 

•grape-su^r,  it  would  appear,  is  inciipa-  diabetes  mellitus,  this  conversion  is, 

ole  of  satisfactorily  answering  that  pur-  in  great  measure,  if  not  altogether, 

pose.  Absorption,  therefore,  of  previous-  arrested;  for  in  the  case  of  Merchant 

Jy  assimilated  matter,  which  is  adapted  although  a  liberal  allowance  of  bread 

to  supply  the  demand  of  respiration,  was  prescribed,  yet  scarcely  a  trace  of 

takes  place  with  rapidity,  and  mt  espe-  fat  was  discovered  in  any  part  of  the 

cially  soon  disappears.    In  the  case  of  body  in  the  post-mortem  examination. 

Merchant  it  wilt  be  remembered  that  If  the  explanation  of  Liebig  be  ad- 

almost  every  trace  of  fat  had  been  re-  mitted,  that  starch  is  changed  into  fat 

moved ;  and  that  even  the  muscular  by  the  abstraction  of  oxygen,  the  ques- 

-tissue  itself  appeared  to  have  suffered  tion  may  arise,  whether  m  diabetet  the 

in  some  places  extensive  defeneration,  fat  may  he   converted  in  any  deyrea 

In  fact,  every  thing  suitable  for  pul-  into  sugar  b^  the  absorption  ojoxyyan  P 

monaij  oxidation  had  been  removed.  A  few  months  a^,  I  saw  a  tall,  corpa- 

That  fat  is  really  adapted  to  this  pur-  lent  man,  suffering   under  confirmed 

pNOse,  we  learn  from  the  following  con-  diabetes  mellitus.  His  age  was  between 

Aiderations,  which  have  been  lucidly  50  and    60.      His  weight  in  health 

«xixMmded  by  Liebig.  must  have  been  from  16  to  18  stones. 

1.  When  an  animal  is  deprived  of  He  lost  in  less  than  a  month  more  than 
.nutriment,  the  fat  first  disappears.  two  stones,  and  during  this  time  his 

2.  Fat  animals,  ceteris  parihus^  can  appetite  was  considerably  impaired, 
-exist  longer  without  food  than  lean  The  sp.  gr.  of  the  urine  was  1045», 
animals.  and  furnished  well  crystallised  sugar. 
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He  died  a  week  after  I  saw  him.  Now,  **  There  were  superficial  absceRses,  and 
this  case  might  possibly  fiivour  an  affir-  destruction  of  certain  parts  of  the  renal 
mative  answer.  The  quantity  of  food  yein  by  fibrine,  adherent  to  the  inner 
taken  was  much  less  than  in  health,  wail,  and  softened  in  its  interior.  In 
whilst  the  urine  was  highly  saccharine,  the -principal  part  of  the  or^n  the 
and  281bs  of  matter,  consisting,  doubt*  Malpighian  bodies  and  the  tubes  ap* 
less,  in  great  measure,  of  fat,  rapidly  peared  to  me  to  be  healthy  in  struc- 
disappeared.  Another  canons  and  ture."  I  need  not  refer  to  the  morbid 
similar  case  I  shall  addnce  in  the  appearances  which  have  been  occa- 
seqoel.  I  leave  the  question  to  be  do-  sionally  observed  in  diabetes.  From 
cided  by  further  observation.  a  careful  examination  of  numerous 
We  now  arrive  at  the  third  question,  jrablislied  cases,  we  arrive  at  the  nega- 
3.  Whmi  are  the  particular  condi*  tive  conclusion,  that  the  disease  may 
tious  attending  the  furmatien  of  grape*  exist  independently  of  any  appreciable 
sugar?  ,  This  question,  it  is  evident,  alieration  af  structure  whatever. 
involves  the  proximate  cause  of  the  2dly.  Of  the  condition  of  the  blood 
disease.  Let  us  first  intenogate  mor*  and  secretions.  Upon  this  subject 
bid  anatomy.  our  knowledge  at  present  is  extremely 
1 .  Mr.  Bowman,  whose  reputation  as  imperfect.  I  have  previously  alluded 
a  microscopic  observer  is  so  well  to  the  elenmt  analvsis  of  diabetic 
established,  examined  the  mucous  mem-  blood  by  ur,  Rees,  but  it  teaches  us 
brane  of  Merchant's  stomach,  and  was  nothing  concerning  the  formation  of 
unable,  by  the  aid  of  the  microscope,  ^pe-sogar.  The  salivary  secretion 
to  discover  any  morbid  appearance,  is  generally,  if  not  almost  uniformljr* 
The  mesenteric  glands  are  generally  acid,  and  is  also  frequently  much  dimi- 
enlarged,  but  this  enlargement  often  nished.  In  some  cases,  however,  it  is 
exists  in  other  diseases  essentially  dif-  increased,  even  to  salivation.  (Vide 
ferent  from  diabetes.  A  tuberculated  Cases  by  Dr.  Watts,  in  a  recent  num- 
condition  of  the  lungs,  sooner  or  later,  her  of  the  Lancet).  The  patient  suf* 
is  almost  constantly  present,  and  the  fering  from  diabetes  often  complains 
disease  frequently  temunates  in  phthisis  of  the  disagreeable  sensation  of  dry- 
pulmonalis.  The  kidneys  and  ureters  ness  of  the  mouth  and  fauces.  If  the 
are  sometimes  considerably  enlarged,  saliva  really  perform  so  important  a 
yet  frequently  without  any  alteration  part  in  the  process  of  digestion  as  my 
of  structure.  And  we  should  reasonably  nriend  Dr.  Wright  and  some  other 
expect  that,  in  proportion  as  the  na^  physiologists  maintain,  then  the  fact  of 
tural  function  of^an  organ  is  increased,  the  salivary  secretion  being  generally 
in  the  same  proportion,  within  certain  decreased  in  diabetes  acquires  con- 
timits,  will  the  volume  of  that  oi^n  be  siderable  importance.  At  one  time  I 
augmented.  It  must  not  be  omitted,  stimulated  Merchant's  salivary  glands 
that  in  some  cases  of  diabetes  the  by  means  of  capsicum  gargle,  which 
urinary  apparatus  has  been  found  to  increased  the  secretion  to  si  ch  an  ex- 
be  altared  in  structure,  but  such  altera-  tent  as  not  only  to  enable  him,  but  to 
tioo  is  clearly  incidental,  and  is  cer-  require  him,  to  spit  freely.  I  did  not, 
tainly  in  no  way  essentially  connected  however,  during  this  period,  observe 
with  the  formation  of  sugar,  for,  if  the  any  marked  alteration  either  in  the 
contrary  were  tme,  then,  of  necesf^ity,  B3rmptoms  or  the  quality  of  the  urine, 
similar  structural  change  should  exist  With  respect  to  tne  condition  of  the 
in  eveiy  case  of  diabetes,  which,  we  skin,  some  observations  are  required. 
know,  IS  not  the  fact.  Besides,  it  One  of  the  most  frequent  excitine 
would  be  matter  of  surprise  if  the  causes  of  diabetes  is  certainly  habitual 
urinary  apparatus  were  not  in  diabetes  exposure  to  sudden  and  great  alteration 
occasionally  diseased  beyond  mere  hy-  of  temperature.  The  functions  of 
pertrophy,  for  the  liability  of  one  organ  digestion,  respiration,  and  cutaneous 
io  dis»ue  is,  cmteris  paribus,  incre^ed  exhalation,  appear  to  be  intimately 
in  pn^portton  as  the  function  of  that  connected  with  each  other ;  so  that  a 
organ  18  pretematurally  excited.  Imny  disturbance  of  one  is  often  attended 
hoe  introduce  the  result  of  the  micro-  with  a  corresponding  disturbance  of 
scopic  examination  of  one  of  Mer-  the  others.  With  the  precise  nature 
ebuil^s  kidneys,  kindly  undertaken  of  the  function  of  the  skin,  it  must  be 
by    Mir.  Bowman,    at    my    request  admitted,  that,  at  present,  we  are  bat 
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imperfectly  acquainted ;  but  that  it  is  especial  attention.  By  the  results  of 
of  great  importance  we  are  assured  from  direct  experiment  we  are  enabled  sa- 
a  variety  of  considerations,  which  it  tisfactorilv  to  explain  the  presence  of 
would  be  superfluous  to  enumerate,  sugar  in  the  urine  ;  for  we  have  seen 
How  carefully  is  the  state  of  the  skin  that,  when  sugar  is  introduced  into  the 
watched  by  the  judicious  practitioner !  blood,  it  is  in  great  measure  rapidly 
How  often  has  the  restoration  to  eliminated  by  the  kidneys,  in  the  pre- 
healthy  action  of  the  suspended  funo-  dse  chemical  state  in  which  it  is  in- 
tion  of  the  skin  in  febrile  diseases  jected.  Cane  sugar,  for  example,  passes 
satis&ctorily  indicated  a  return  of  con-  through  the  circulation  without  in  the 
valescence  !  And,  again,  how  often  smallest  degree  being  converted  into 
has  a  peculiar  atmospheric  condition,  grape  sugar,  or  appearing  to  suffer  any 
by  modifying  or  arresting  the  func-  other  chanfi^e.  And  the  same  is  true  of 
tion  of  me  skin,  induced  disease  !  sug^ar  of  muk,  or  lactine ;  in  proof  of 
Future  investiffation,  it  is  hoped,  will  which  I  mav  relate  the  following  ex- 
shed  more  light  on  this  interesting  periment: — Into  the  right  jugular  vein 
part  of  pathology.  All  that  we  can  of  a  middle-sized  dog,  I  injected  300 
do  now  is  to  insist  upon  the  general  grains  of  pure  lactine,  dissolved  in  fi|i  v. 
fiict  of  the  suppression,  in  a  greater  or  of  distilled  water.  An  hour  afterwards 
less  degree,  of  the  cutaneous  function  the  animal  was  destroyed  by  prussic 
in  diaTOtes.  In  the  case  of  Merchant  acid,  and  during  the  convulsive  action 
I  did  not  witness  that  peculiar  degree  i^v.  of  pale  straw-coloured  urine  were 
of  harshness  which  I  have  frequently  evacuated  and  collected.  The  sp.  gr. 
remarked  in  other  cases.  Occasionally,  was  1038**,  and  the  odour  was  similar 
as  we  learn  from  the  register,  he  per-  to  that  of  ordinary  diabetic  urine, 
spired  freely.  I  may  here  appropriately  The  syrup,  obtainea  by  evaporation, 
introduce  some  remarks  of  Dr.  Graves  became  a  solid  mass  of  crystallized 
in  respect  to  the  state  of  the  skin  in  lactine.  The  mass  consisted  of  small 
diabetes.  **  I  may  observe,"  writes  that  circular  clusters  of  minute  prisms  ra- 
eminent  physician,  *'  that  it  is  by  no  dialing  from  the  centre.  No  trace  of 
means  so  dijj  acrid,  and  harsh,  as  we  sugar  was  detected  by  fermentation  in 
frequently  find  in  diabetic  patients ;  the  usual  manner.  The  kidneys,  then, 
indeed,  it  feels  nearly  natural,  and  is  in  diabetes,  appear  to  act  simply  the 
partially  covered  with  moisture  at  va-  mechanical  part  of  filters.  In  further 
rious  times  of  the  day.  Some  persons,  proof  of  this  conclusion  may  be  ad- 
loojking  almost  exclusively  to  the  con  •  duced  the  fact  that,  in  the  case  of  Mer- 
dition  of  the  skin,  have  taken  a  very  chant,  obstinate  diarrhoea  occurred, 
limited  view  of  this  disease.  They  during  which  the  urine  was  sometimes 
consider  it  as  arising  from  perspiration  remarkably  diminished,  although  it  was 
being  repressed,  and  turnea  inwards  in  not  changed  in  qualify.  Now  there  is 
the  kidneys.  This,  however,  is  by  no  no  reason  to  believe  that  a  diminution 
-means  satisfactory.  Some  of  the  worst  in  the  quantity  of  surar  generated  in 
cases  I  have  ever  seen  were  attended  the  system  corresponded  to  this  diar- 
bv  colliquative  sweats."  Dr.  Graves  rhoea,  which  therefore  may  be  con- 
also  cites  the  case  of  a  gentleman  ceived  to  have  been,  to  a  certain  ex- 
affected  with  diabetes,  who  used  to  tent,  a  vicarious  action.  The  theory, 
perspire  copiously  every  day  at  the  however,  of  Dr.  IVout  supposes  that 
time  that  his  urine  was  1049^.  The  the  kidneys  complete  the  development 
fact,  however,  is  nevertheless  general,  of  the  low  sugar,  by  communicating  to 
though  not  universal,  that  in  diabetes  it  the  crystalline  form.  '*  The  portion 
the  ranction  of  the  skin  is,  in  a  greater  (of  the  tow  sugar)  that  is  assimilated 
or  less  den-ee,  suppressed.  There  is  is  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  eco- 
also  one  fact,  which  should  not  be  nomy ;  the  portions  modified  and  un- 
omitted  in  this  part  of  the  subject,  assimilated  pass  together  through  the 
namely,  that  according  to  the  expe-  system  to  the  kidneys,  by  which  glands 
rience  of  Dr.  Prout,  which  we  are  tne  portion  modified  is  disorganised, 
assured  must  have  been  very  extensive,  and  finally  appears  in  the  urine  as 
"  diabetes  usually  follows  cutaneous  crystallizable  sugar,  along  with  the 
affections."  (Op.  cit.  p.  36.)  pcntion  originally  remaining  unassimi- 
In  respect  to  the  condition  of  the  lated  in  the  stomach."  (Op.  cit.  p.  37.) 
urine,  several  points  are  deserving  of  And  in  corroboration  of  this  view,  Dr. 
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Prout  adduces  the  feet,  that  ''  when  cular  matter  was  scattered  here  and 
the  disorganizing  function  of  the  kid-  there  through  the  lungs,  yet  not  to  a 
neys  is  suspended,  or  when  these  sufficient  extent  materially  to  interfere 
elands  are  partially  diseased,  the  urine,  with  the  function  of  respiration, 
besides  albuminous  matters,  and  more  There  is  still  another  point  in  Con- 
or less  of  crystallizable  su^ar,  often  nection  with  diabetic  urine  worthy  of 
contains  the  saccharine  pnnciple  in  notice,  viz.  the  general  fact  of  the  ab- 
imperfiectly  developed  forms."  But  the  sence  of  uric  acid,  or  urate  sediments, 
feet  of  stu;ar  havin^^  been  obtained  firom  Dr.  Prout  asserts  Uiat  he  has  sometimes 
the  blood  of  diabetic  patients,  in  a  dis-  been  enabled  to  trace  the  disease  nearly 
tinct  crystallized  form,  would  certainly  to  its  origin  by  ascertaining  when  the 
not  seem  fevourable  to  the  theory  of  urine  was  last  observed  to  furnish  a 
Dr.  Prout  concerning  the  supposed  red-coloured  deposit.  Occasionally, 
function  of  the  kidneys.  however,  uric  acid  is  found  deposited 

It  might  here  be  remarked,  that  the  in  diabetic  urine  of  high  specific  gra- 
thirst,  which  is  so  invariable,  and  fre-  vity.  A  short  time  ago  I  obtained  a 
quently  so  urgent,  a  symptom  of  dia-  beautiful  specimen  of  crystallized  uric 
betes,  may  possibly  be  an  expedient  of  acid  spontaneouslv  dcp<wit(Ml  from  sac- 
nature,  by  which  to  insure  the  intro-  charinc  urine  of  so  high  a  specific 
duction  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  gravity  as  1045<'.  In  the  case  of  Mer- 
into  the  system,  for  the  purpose  of  di-  chant,  for  some  days  before  his  death 
luting  the  blood,  and  so  facilitating  his  urine  was  loaded  with  deposits  of 
and  expediting  the  elimination  of  the  urate  of  ammonia  and  uric  acid ;  but 
sugar  by  the  kidnevs,  and  thereby  pre-  this  condition  only  occurred  when  the 
venting  its  accumulation  in  the  system  sugar  had  almost  entirely  disappeared. 
to  an  mjurious  extent.  And  this  no-  Concerning  the  state  of  tne  other 
tion  would  appear  to  receive  support  secretions  in  diabetes,  we  know  nothing 
from  the  fact,  that  the  thirst  increases  of  a  satisfactorv  nature. 
in  diabetes  in  proportion  as  the  quan-  Before  concluding  this  part  of  the 
tity  of  amylaceous  matter  in  the  food  subject,  it  is  proper  to  mention  that  the 
is  augmented.  appetite  is  by  no  means  so  generallv  in- 

To  Dr.  Prout  we  are  indebted  for  the  ordinate  in  diabetes  as  some  authors  have 

knowledge  of  two  important  facts  in  asserted ;  occasionallv  it  is  even  much 

relation  to  saccharine  urine.    The  first  diminished ;  and  of  this  I  have  already 

is,  that  *'  a  saccharine  condition  of  the  adduced    one    example.      The  thirst, 

urine  exists  in  dyspeptic   and  gouty  however,  is,  so  far  as  published  reports 

individuals  much  oftener  than  is  sup-  inform  us,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  had  an 

posed ;  and  hundreds  pass  many  years  opportunity  of  observing,  a  consiani 

of  their  lives  with  this  symptom  more  sympiom, 

or  less  constantly  present,  who  are  It  may  now  be  expedient  to  present, 

quite  unaware  of  it  till  the  quantity  of  as  succinctly  as  possible,  a  series  of 

urine  becomes  increased."  (p.  33.)  The  inferences  and  observations  in  connec- 

second   is,    that    "  diabetes  very  fre-  tion  with  the  preceding  remarks, 

quently  (and,  so  far  as  Dr.  Prout's  ex-  1.  Although  the  liquid  of  the  sto- 

perience    goes,    always)    accompanies  mach  is  capable  of  inducing  the  con- 

carbundes."  (p.  36.)  version  of  starch  into  sugar  by  diges- 

Another  sin^lar  point  in  respect  to  tion  at  a  suitable  temperature,  vet  we 
diabetic  urine  is  the  disappearance  of  do  not  derive  satisfactory  and  demon- 
sugar  from  the  urine  previously  to  dis-  strative  evidence  that  this  conversion 
aotntion.  Of  this  we  have  an  excel-  takes  place  in  a  sensible  degree  in  the 
lent  ilhistration  in  the  case  of  Mer-  stomach  in  the  condition  of  health, 
chant.  His  death  appeared  to  be  and  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
entirely  the  effect  of  exhaustion  of  2.  As  the  formation  of  dextrine  is  the 
nervous  power;  for  the  autopsy  re-  first  step  in  the  conversion  of  starch 
▼ealed  no  disorganization  of  structure  into  sugar,  it  is  required  to  ascertain 
K>parently  commensurate  with  the  whether  dextrine  may  not  be  the  ordi- 
ntal  termination.  In  some  cases  of  nary  product  of  the  digestion  of  amy- 
diabetes,  it  is  reported  that  the  saccha-  laceous  matter,  in  the  condition  of 
rine  condition  of  the  urine  ceases  when  health,  and  whether  it  may  not  be  di- 
pulmonary  phthisis  supervenes.  In  rectly  absorbed. 
the  ease  of  Merchant,  it  is  true,  tuber-  3.  In  diabetes  mellitus  sugar  is  found 
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in  the  stomach,    the  intestines,   the  any  speeifio  theory  of  the  disease,  but 

blood,  and  some  other  secretions.  await  the  evolution  of  additional  facts; 

4.  In  this  disease,  also,  sugar  is  re-  being  assured  that  at  present  our  data 
ported  to  be  found  in  the  stomach,  even  arc  insufficient  to  enable  us  to  arrive 
after  the  exclusion  of  all  vegetable  at  decided  conclusions.  If  I  have  con- 
matter  from  the  food.  On  this  point  tributed  in  the  smallest  degree  to  our 
further  observations  are  desirable.  general  store  of  knowledge,  I  ah^l 

5.  It  is  asserted  that  the  quantity  of  consider  myself  amply  rewarded  wr  the 
sugar  in  the  urine,  eaierit  paribus,  va-  time  and  attention  which  I  have  with 
ries  directly  with  the  quantity  of  amy-  pleasure  bestowed  upon  the  subject. 

laceous  matters  in  the  food.    On  this  — , '. — . — — 

point,  also,  future  observations  may  TmwATMirOT 

throw  much  light  treatment 

6.  Sugar  is  certainly  formed  in  the  ®' 

stomach  in  diabetes.  GONORRH(EA   BY   SUPERFICIAL 

7.  It  is  not  clearly  ascertained  whe-  CAUTERIZATION  OF  THE 
ther  previously  assimilated  matter  may  URETHRA. 

not  be  absorbed,  and  be  capable  of  con- 
version, in  a  partial  degree  at  least,  

into  saccharine  matter.  To  the  Editor  qf  thi  Medicid  Gaieiii. 

8.  The  disease  may  exist  indepen- 
dently of  any  appreciable  disoiganiza-  Sir, 

tion  of  structure  whatever.  I  havb  for  some  time  past  been  pursn- 

9.  Knlar^d  mesenteric  glands,  and  ing  experiments  on  the  treatment  of 
the  deposition  of  tubercular  matter  in  gonorrnoeal  urethritis,  and  as  the  re- 
the  lungs,  are,  perhaps,  the  most  fre-  sultsof  these  experiments  have  realised 
quent  structural  changes  in  diabetes,  more  than  I  could  have  anticipated,  I 
Enlargement,  and  a  flaccid  condition  think  the  time  has  now  arrived  when 
of  the  kidneys,  cannot  be  regarded  as  I  oufi^ht,  in  justice  to  the  profession,  to 
indicating  alteration  of  structure.  lay  tnis  treatment  before  them. 

10.  The  kidneys  appear  simply  to  I  am  aware  that  there  are  numbers  of 
eliminate  the  sug^r  from  the  blood.  the  profession    who  are    exceedingly 

11.  Our  knowledge  of  the  state  of  timid  in  pursuing  what  may  be  con- 
the  blood  and  the  secretions  in  dia-  sidered  bold  measures  in  the  treatment 
betes  is  yet  very  imperfect,  and  has  of  disease,  and  in  sooth,  the  recollection 
hitherto  sned  no  light  upon  the  patho>  of  some  unfortunate  case,  in  which 
logy  of  the  disease.  these  measures  were  carried  out,  makes 

12.  Disturbance  or  suppression  of  them  shudder  at  the  bare  expression, 
the  function  of  the  skin  almost  con-  and  shun  a  "  bold  practitioner*  as  thev 
stantly  exists.  would  a  stalking  pestilence ;  but  bold- 

13.  The  salivary  secretion  is  gene-  ness,  combined  with  judment  and  dis- 
rallv  much  diminished,  and  has  an  cretion,  will,  I  contend,  be  hr  more 
acid  reaction  ;  the  reaction  of  saliva  in  successful  in  the  treatment  of  disease, 
health  being  feebly  alkaline.  than  timidity  and  indecision. 

14.  A  saccharine  state  of  the  urine  Unfortunately,  however,  instances  of 
may  exist  without  the  actual  symp-  the  former  combination  are  compara- 
toms  of  diabetes.  tively  rare,  and  we  find  that  boloness 

15.  Suffar,  according  to  Dr.  Prout,  is  too  frequently  the  of&pring  of  ig- 
is  not  unlreauently  present  in  the  urine  norance. 

of  gouty  ana  dyspeptic  persons ;  and.  In  medicine  there  is  no  such  thing 

so  &r  as  the  exi>erience  of  that  dis-  as   abatract   principle.       The    whole 

tinguished  physician  has  hitherto  ex-  science  of  heahng  is  built  upon  for- 

tended,  invariably  exists  in  the  urine  tuitous  and  chance  discoveries.    Like 

when  the  system  is  affected  with  car-  the  alchemists  of  old  we  have  dis- 

buncle  or  malignant  boils.  covered  a  thousand  valuable    things 

16.  Thirst  constantlv  occurs  in  con-  where  we  never  thought  of  looking  for 
nection  with  confirmed  diabetes.  them,  and  whilst  uselessly  seeking  for 

17.  The  appetite  is  sometimes  inor-  taJismanic  gold,  have  lighted  on  a 
dinate,  at  other  times  capricious  and  pearl  of  great  price.  Every  thing  in 
much  diminished.  foct  is  presented  to  us  as  the  resuU  of 

I  venture  not  to  support  or  propose    experiment,  and  in  the  treatment  of 
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disease  the  most  yaluable  remedy,  can  be   deemed   expedient.     The  caustic 

boast  of  no  higher  origin  than  its  more  being  exposed  by  pressing  the  stilet 

bumble  neighbour.  forward,  the  button  at  its  extremity 

It  is  a  great  pity,  therefore,  that  men,  must  be  rapidly  rotated  between  the 

possessing  all  the  requisite  essentials  thumb  and  fore-iingcr   of  the    right 

for  an  honourable  and  lucrative  career  hand,  in  order  that  no  part  of  the 

in  their  profession,  should  allow  their  mucous  lining  may  be  left  intact,  whilst 

prejudices  to  tamper  with  those  talents  the    instrument  is  at  the  same  time 

nature  has  bestowed  upon  them.  gradually  withdrawn  from  the  passage. 

How  bold  must  that  man  have  ^been  In  a  few  hours  a  considerable  degree 

who,  heedless  of  the  destructive  in  flu-  of  inflammation  ensues,  and  in  some 

enceof  arsenic,  dared  to  prescribe  it  as  instances  slight  bleedings,  but  these 

a  remedy,  and  to  define  the  limits  to  s^^mptoms  arc  but  temiK)rary,  and  sub- 

whiob  we  might  safely  administer  it;  siding,  leave  the  membrane  almost  free 

or  that  individual  who,  without  pre-  from  discharge. 

cedent,  rashly  cut   into    the    human  In  most  cases  of  gonorrhoea  the  in- 

bladder,  and  from  its   hidden  recess  flammation  does  not   extend   beyond 

exposed  to  the  wondering  nize  of  man-  three  or  four  inches  from  the  orifice  of 

kind  a  human  calculus.    Such  men,  in  the  urethra;   this  was  called  by  Mr. 

these  enlightened  ases,  would  be  called  Hunter  its  specific  extent ;  further  back 

**  bold  practitioners,  and  would  become  than  this,  therefore,  the  instrument  need 

a  mark  at  which  a  thousand  shafts  of  not  generally  be  passed, 

ridicule  would  be  pointed.  One  application  of  the  caustic  I  have 

It  is  true,  the  direct  application  of  a  sometimes  found  to  destroy  the  viru- 

stick  of  lunar  caustic  to  an  inflamed  lence  of  ihe  disease;  but  when,  after 

and  irritable  urethra   may  savour  of  the  irritation  attending  the  first  appli- 

rashnesa ;  but  it  is  deprived  of  half  its  cation    has    subsided,    any    disclmr^e 

terrors  when  we  know  that  a  membrane  remains,  we  should  again  resort  to  its 

equally  as  delicate  as  that  lining  the  employment.      Whilst    pursuing   this 

urethxal  passage  is  frequently  subjected  treatment  internal  revulsives  are  to  be 

to  the  same  treatment,  viz.,  the  con-  administered  in  the  form  of  copaiba 

jonctiva ;  and  still  further,  that  as  far  and  cubebs  combined,  and  the  penis  is 

l)ack  as  tlie  time  of  Wiseman,  strictures  to  be  enveloped  in  a  cold  saturnine 

of  the  urethra  were  treated  in  a  similar  lotion. 

war.  With  such  means  as  these  we  shall 

In  our  own  time,  MM.  Lallemand  rarely  fail  to  check  the  disease  in  a  few 

and  Ricord  have  both  employed  super-  days ;  an  assertion  I  could  easily  corro- 

ficial  cauterization  of  the  urethra  as  a  borate  by  the  recital  of  cases,  did  I  fed 

ipeans  of  relief  for  morbid  sensibilities  it  might  be  requisite  so  to  do. 

Qf  that  passage,  and  the  latter  gentle-  An  objection  probably  will  be  urged 

omn  in  protracted  discharges,  which  to  this  treatment  from  a  dread  of  stric- 

had  resisted  all  other  modes  of  treat-  ture  or  epididymitis  ensuing ;  but  I 

Bient*  contend,  and  it  is  fully  borne  out  by 

If  I  may  presume,  therefore,  to  take  experience,  that  the  chances  of  these 

tomjself  any  credit  for  the  employment  af!ectious    are    considerably    less    the 

of  caustic  as  a  remedy  in  gonorrhoea,  earlier  we  destroy  the  specific  inflam- 

my  reason  for  so  presuming  rests  upon  mation  attending  gonorrhoea. 

t£e  period  at  which  I  recommend  its  The  first  and  most  important  indica- 

adoption,  viz.,  at  the  commencement  of  tion  in   tlie  treatment  of  gonorrheal 

the  disease,  when  pain  and  inflamma-  urethritis  is  to  make  such  an  impression 

tion  are  present,  attended  with^'dis-  on  the  inflamed  vessels  as  shall  change 

chwge.      1   am  not  aware   that    this  the  original  character  of  the  disease, 

mode  of  treatment  has  been  adopted  by  and  sub>titute,  in  its  stead,  simple  com- 

any  other  practitioner  than  myself;  if  mon  inflammation  of  a  sufficient  extent 

otherwise,  I  am  quite  ready  and  open  to  overcome  the  diseased  action ;  and  I 

to  receive  conviction.  feel  assured  nothing  can  so  efiectually 

Immediately  a  patient  applies  to  me,  induce  this  as  superficial  cauterization. 

I  introduce  an  instrument,  a  modifica-  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir, 

tion    of    Lallemand's   caustic-holder.  Your  obedient  servant, 

•meared  with  oil,  carrving  it  as  far  back  G.  B.  Guilds. 

thfi  passage  as  firom  the  symptoms  may  »4»  Fow  stj"**^*^y» 


648       DR.  HOLMES'S  CASE  OF  PRESENTATION  OF  THE  BELLT. 

CASE  OF  no  sulcus  or  parts  of  generation.     It 

PRESENTATION    OF    THE  had  much  the  feel  of  a  hydrocephalic 

BELLY.  ^S>  ^^^  passing  the  finger  towards 

the  anterior  part  of  the  pelvis,  loose 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gaxette,  bony  points  were  felt,  not  unlike  the 

g  angles  sometimes  felt  at  the  fontanelles 

As  the  following  case  is  one  of  un-  l^^^  ossification  is  incomplete.    As, 

questionably  rarl  occurrence,  and  as  it  ^^^^^^^  P^"^«^  separations  between 

Has  been  doibted  whether  it  can  occur,  *^  bony  6arts  were  perceived   I  could 

I  am  induced  to  send  you  an  account  of  »^  4«^^*  ^"  ^«    F'^^^,^,?:''  ?^ 

it,  with  the  view  chiefly  of  establishing  <^^^%  the  finger  towards  the  lefk 

its  possibility,  and  of  corroborating  the  "^e,  I  came  upon  what  I  at  once  re- 

testimony   of  some  eminent    wfiters  cognised  as  the  abdominal  insertion  of 

concerning  it    Dr.  Rigby,  in  his  ex-  the  pmbilical  cord :  this  was  pulseless^ 

cellent  syitem  of  Midwifery,  has  un-  Enhghtened  now  as  o  the  nature  of  the 

hesitatingly  denied  that  such  a  presenta-  5^^'  If''""!^  could  follow  with  my 

tion  can  occur  unless  when  the  labour  ^ng^r  the  whole  contour  of  the  false 

is  premature,  or  the  child  some  time  pbs  on  both  sides,  and  as  the  present- 

dead  and  softened  by  disorganization,  *??  P?f'  ?^^  ^^^^  f«F<^^  ^<^^"  .S^^- 

and  has  censured  Baudelocque  for  ad-  siderably  into  the  pelvis,  it  was  evident 

mitting  it,  though  that  eminent  author  f  bat  the  body  must  be   doubled   on 

distinctly  asserted  its  existence  (in  a  ^tsel*.                                       -  „  ,. 

table  contained  in    his  Art  des  Ac  ^^hc  woman  being  at  her  full  time, 

couchraens),  while  its  rarity  was  ad-  there  was  no  reason  to  expect  expulsion 

mitted  by  the  statement  that  out  of  vinhus   natnralibwi,  and    therefore    I 

12,605  labours  only  three  presented  the  resolved  to  turn.  1  he  child  being  dead, 

belly.    The  experience  oi  Dr.  Rams-  ?!y  attention  was  of  course  exclusively 

botham  has,  however,  furnished  proofs  directed  to  the  mother.     The  mem- 

that  the  presentation  may  occur;  but,  b^^^^^  h^^ing  broken  18  or  19  hours 

as  in  1  e -ard  to  a  disputed  point,  it  may  ^Sf^re,  the  waters  had  entirely  dram^ 

be  useful  to  increase  the  weight  of  2"?  thepams  had  been,  and  continued, 

evidence,  you  may  not  think  the  follow-  frequent  and  forcing;  the  doubled  body 

ing    account    inappropriate    to     your  was  considerably  forced  down  into  the 

pj^gj^g J  jjm  sir  pelvis,  and  therefore  I  anticipated  great 

'  Your  obedient  servant,  SJ^^"^^^  ^"  bringing  down  the  feet. 

A.  F.  Holmes,  M.D.  Ed.  The  first  step  was  to  quiet  the  uterus, 

ProfcMor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Which   1  attempted  by  administenng 

Medicine,  M*GiU  College,  Montreal,  one  dram  of  laudanum,  the  pulsc  not 

MoutreoK  Canada,  being  strong.     I  left  her  for  an  hour, 

June  2C,  1843.  ^^^  ^^  ^^  return  found  the  pains  had 

May  23,  1843.— Between  9  and  10  been  entirely  stopped,  but  were  again 

o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  was  requested  beginning.     I  then  attempted  to  intro- 

to  visit  Mrs.  Rolls,  who  had  been  in  duce  my  hand,  but  having  entered  the 

labour  since  the  preceding  night  under  vagina,  found  the  uterus  so  hard,  that  I 

the  charge  of  a  midwife.  desisted,  and  resolved  to  try  the  eflect 

The  account  I  received  was,  that  the  of  venesection  in  relieving  its  rigklity, 

pains  had  commenced  in  the  evening,  being  fearful  of  trying  turning  in  such 

but  not    strong :    that   about  3  a.m.  a  condition.     1  first  administered  }  of 

the  liquor  amuii  was  discharged,  and  a  grain  of  hydrochlorate  of  morphia, 

that  the  pains  then  became  stronger,  and  then  bled  her  to  over  thirty  oe., 

and  during  the  afternoon   had  been  when  she  complained  of  faintness.     I 

strong  and  frequent.    A  dose  of  castor  then  immediately  proceeded  to  the  ope- 

oil  had  operated  freely.    The  midwife  ration,  and  supposing  from  the  apparent 

was  quite  at  a  loss  to  name  the  part  position  of   we   child  that  I   should 

presenting,  but  supposed  it  might  be  find  the  left  hand  most  convenient  (the 

the  breech.  patient  being  on  her  left  side),  I  intro- 

On  examination,  the  labia  were  found  duced  it  with  considerable  difficulty, 

much  swollen,  but  they  had  been  so  and  frequently  cramped  by  the  action 

before  labour.     Introducing  the  finger  of  the   uterus,   along  the  presenting 

it  was  met  by  a  soft  resisting  body,  too  part  towards  the  left  side,  but  instead 

soft  for  the  nutes,  and  which  exhibited  of  its  [bussing  along  the  front  of  the 
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thighs,  it  TO8  found  to  pa«  on  to  the  MESMERISM. 

buttocks  and  back  of  the  child,  and  m  

endeavonring  to  bring  it  to  the  front  of  ^  ,.    „^.,      ^,    ,^  ,.    .^ 

the  thigh,  it  came  in  contact,  not  with  ^  '*•  ^»'<^  ^'*«  MeAca/  Gazette. 

the  knee,  but  the  elbow.    The  position  Sir, 

then  was  difSnent  from  what  I  had  As  the  communications  of  your  cor- 
supposed,  and  instead  of  the  body  respondent,  Mr.  Southam  (pp.  352  and 
being  simply  doubled,  it  was  also  459),  have  evidently  a  tendency  to  dis- 
twiste^  so  that  while  the  right  side  of  courage  practitioners  from  the  employ- 
the  abdomen  was  opposite  the  vulva,  ment  ana  investigation  of  Mesmerism, 
the  pubic  region  was  turned  in  a  and  hence  to  throw  an  agent,  which  he 
contrary  direction,  and  the  elbow  of  acknowledges  to  be  a  most  potent  one, 
the  left  side  forced  against  it.  still  more  completely  than  even  at 
Finding  I  could  not  reach  the  feet  present  into  Uie  hands  of  charlatans,  I 
or  front  of  the  thighs  with  my  left  beg  to  offer  a  few  remarks  in  replv. 
hand,  I  withdrew  it,  and  introduced  the  **  The  Mesmeric  power,"  he  tells  us, 
right,  and  having  with  much  pain  and  "  is  but  a  combination  of  exciting  causes 
difficulty  reached  the  elbow,  I  found  of  disease'^  (354) — precisclv  the  nature 
behind  and  below  it  the  knee,  and  of  cdl  our  most  valuable  remedial 
having  insinuated  a  finger  into  the  ham,  agents.  Do  any  of  these  produce 
held  on  during  a  pain,  and  endeavoured  health,  or  healthy  action,  directljr  ?  Do 
in  the  interval  to  drawn  it  down.  I  the^  not  rather  remove  one  mseased 
finallv  succeeded,  and  when  it  had  action  by  setting  up  another  P— either 
once  be^n  to  move  I  was  able  with  no  antagonist  to  that  already  existing,  as 
great  difficulty  to  brine  it  down  into  is  the  case  with  counter-irritants,  trans- 
tne  vagina,  and  finally  the  foot  through  ferring  the  morbid  action  to  another 
the  OS  externum.  By  gentle  traction  part  of  less  importance,  or,  as  with  se- 
during  the  pains,  the  body  was  datives,  directly  diminishing  vascular 
gradiully  extncated,  the  other  leg  and  action  in  inflammatory  affections ;  or, 
tliigh  remaining  of  course  doubled  up,  on  the  other  hand,  setting  up  an  action 
till  the  nates  were  expelled ;  the  arms  analogous  to,  but  more  powerful  than, 
were  brought  down,  but  some  delay  the  primary  derangement,  which  sub- 
occnrred  in  the  expulsion  of  the  head,  sides  with  the  subsidence  of  that  artifi- 
it  being  large,  while  the  outlet  of  the  cially  produced,  on  the  removal  of  the 
pelvis  was  rather  small  from  the  ap-  artificial  exciting  cause, 
proach  to  each  other  of  the  rami  ischii,  It  seems  extraordinary  that  a  sentle- 
and  a  strong  unyielding  coccyx.  Even  man  who  really  entertains  such  just 
with  the  finger  in  the  mouth,  considcra-  views  as  to  the  true  nature  of  the 
ble  force  was  required  to  bring  it  out  agency  at  work,  should  not  have  seen 
On  examining  the  body,  the  present-  that  its  power  might  be  made  highly 
inff  part  was  well  marked  by  its  purple  useful  as  well  as  deeply  daneerous.  If 
colour,  and  was  found  to  be  the  right  it  possesses  the  power  to  proauce  "  mis- 
side  of  the  abdomen.  chievous  consequences,"  and  of  **  ex- 
It  is  well  to  remark  that  there  was  citing  dangerous  diseases  of  the  nervous 
no  prolapsus  of  the  cord,  only  about  system,''  it  must  be  capable  of  being 
two  or  tnree  inches  of  its  umbilical  employed  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  either 
extremity  being  felt.  in  one  way  or  other.  Because  opium 
The  case  unfortunately  terminated  has  been  used  for  aiding  the  purposes 
unfavourably.  Next  morning  when  of  the  followers  of  Burke,  does  it  only 
seen,  she  expressed  herself  quite  com-  claim  our  study  on  account  of  its  mis- 
fortable ;  no  pain  of  abdomen,  or  un-  chievous  power  ?  Because  a  patient 
toWard  symptom.  In  the  evening  pulse  may  be  murdered  by  calomel,  and  may, 
quickened,  still  without  pain,  except  after  taking  many  doses,  be  rendered 
some  scHeness  in  the  left  ilium  on  so  susceptible  of  its  influence,  that  a 
motion ;  ol.  ricini  ordered.  At  1 1  p.m.  sine^le  added  dose  may  induce  violent 
violent  intermitting  pains  came  on,  with  and  hazardous  ptyalism,  are  we  to  ab- 
tendemess  of  hypogastrium ;  she  was  jure  the  remedy  altogether  ?  A  nega- 
bled  to  8  ox.  but  pulse  sank ;  fomenta-  tive  answer  must  be  eiven.  Yet,  ac- 
tions, lavements,  calomel,  morphia,  cording  to  Mr.  Southam's  argument, 
&C.  ordered  in  vain  :  she  died  at  1  i  a.m.  "  if  they  have  any  claim  on  our  notice, 
36  hours  aflter  delivery.  Inspection  of  it  is  not  on  account  of  any  remedial 
the  body  was  refused.  power  they  may  possess,  but  from  ths. 
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mischievous .  consequences   they  pro-  restrain  the  straggles  of  the  patient  by 

duce."  main  force,  btit  at  my  request  relin* 

I  am  not  one  of  those  transcendental  quished  their  purpose.     Alter  divert- 
mesmerists  who  entertain  the  wild  hy-  ing  the  patient's  attention,  by  teUing 
potheses  which  have  occasioned  the  her  she  snould  not  have  a  fit,  I  Uk£ 
fiicU  Uiemselves  to  be  disputed,  but,  her  hands  as  in  Lalbntaine's  method, 
like  Mr.  Southam,  I  have  endeavoured  and  commenced  the  manipulations.   In 
to  trace  the  metaphysicsd  and  physio-  a  quarter  of  an  hour  slus  was  asleep, 
logical  action  of  Uie  means  employed,  I  inquired  most  specially  respeetinf  tne 
and  during   the  last  twelve  months  (^ase,  and  have  ever^  reason  to  befieve 
have  employed  most  of  my  leisure  mo-  that  she  knew  nothing  of  mesmerism 
ments  in  working  out  a  theory  based  previously.    I  acted  on  her  repeatedly 
on  these  grounds,  which  I   hope  ere  afterwards,  and  could  at  any  time  pro- 
long to  lay  before  the  profession.    In  doce  perfect  rigidity  of  the  whole  body, 
the  meantime  I  cannot   but   express  or  of  any  part  separately,  at  will,  as- 
my  reffret  that  the  whole  of  the  matter  surine;  her  at  the  same  time  that  she 
should  have  been  so  summarily  dis-  would  not  have  another  fit.    The  self- 
missed  by  medical  men  generally  with-  confidence  established  realized  my  pre- 
out  fair  investigation,  merely. because  diction  ;  and  more  than  twelvemonths 
the  facts  appeared  at  variance  with  our  have  now  elapsed  without  any  return, 
preconceive,  opinions.      Many,  after  In  this  case  perfect  rigidity,  and  appa- 
oenying  the  truth  of  the  facts,  have  rent  loss  of  feeling  and  vision,  were 
taken  pains  to  shew  how  the  pheno-  produced.     Hearing  alone  seemed  to 
mena  mlffht  have  arisen;  others,  ad-  remain  in  full  activity ;  and  she  recol- 
mitting  that   sueh   phenomena  were  lected  what  was  audible,  but  nothing 
really  presented,    have  asserted   that  more.    I  could  not  detect  any  source 
they  were  contrary  to  nature,  and  have  of  fallacy ;  and  though  at  first  startled 
absurdly  attributed  them  even  to  Satanic  at  the  result,  I  determined  to  investi- 
agenoy ;   whilst  most   have   assumed  ^te  further.    The  limbs  acted  on  be- 
tnem  to  be  mere  collusion  and  trickery,  ing  placed  in  any  position,  even  the 
That  there  has  been  much  of  this  no  most  painful,  remained  in  the  same 
one  who  has  studied  the  subject  atten-  form  (or  half  an  hour  at  a  time  without 
tively  can  deny ;  but  the  existence  of  wavering ;  and  the  same  has  occurred 
counterfeit  coin  certainly  presupposes  to  me  in  several  other  cases, 
the  existence  of  ^nuine.  My  next  case  was  also  one  of  hyste- 

As  my  theory  is  not  yet  sufficiently  ria,  with  violent  pain  in  the  occiput  $ 

perfect  to  be  offered  to  the  public,  I  but  here  no  rigidity  was  producible. 

shall  content  myself  with  presenting  a  On  the  contraij,  there  seemed  to  be 

few  cases  in  opposition  to  those  of  Mr.  an  entire  loss  of  muscular  tonicity,  so 

Southam,  shewing  the  *'  beneficial  ef-  that    the  whole  body  appeared    like 

fects  of  mesmerism,"  and   which,    I  plastic  clay,  and  might  be  flexed  in 

think,  will  render  it  probable  that  he  any  way  without  resistance,  whilst  no 

might,   had  he  so  cnosen,   have  in-  sensation  or  power  of  any  kind  was 

flnenced  his  patient  for  good  rather  apparent.     Here,  too,  a  cure  was  ef- 

than  for  the  contrary,  as  he  evidently  fected,  as  I  believe  by  the  self-confi- 

confesses  was  the  case.     During  the  deuce  inspired. 

last  year  I  have  produced  the  mesmeric  In  each  of  these  cases  the  effi^ct  was 
sleep  on  upwurds  of  twenty  different  produced  about  twenty  times.  I  pass 
individuals,  and  have  never  discovered  over  several  other  cases  of  interest,  in 
the  slightest  "  injurious  efiect.*'  After  order  to  come  within  the  legitimate 
witnessing  Lafontaine's  experiments,  I  limits  of  a  communication ;  but  I  can- 
was  as  much  disposed  to  be  sceptical  not  deny  myself  the  opportunity  of  re- 
as  any  of  the  most  virulent  anti-mes-  cording  two  cases  at  present  under 
merists — not  that  I  could  gainsay  what  treatment,  and  which  have  surprised 
I  saw,  but  because  I  felt  the  hypo-  me  more  than  any  I  have  witnessed, 
thesis  advanced  to  be  untenable.  How-  The  first  is  that  of  a  young  man  suf- 
ever,  shortly  afterwards  a  case  of  vio-  fering  from  hysteriform  palpitation, 
lent  hysteria  came  under  my  care,  and  Almost  all  the  usual  antispasnyowlic  re- 
on  leaving  from  one  of  my  visits  I  was  medics,  and  many  oUiers,  had  been 
recalled,  as  a  fit  was  evidently  coming  tried  long  and  in  vain ;  and  beginning 
on.     The  friends  around  prepared  to  to  tire  of  treatment  which  seemed  use- 
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ment  of  the  manipulations  he  was  in  a  kv>*#i^«.   r-/-  oq  loia 

perfectly  rigid  stitc ;  and  on  one  oc-  ^riOay,  July  J»,  l»«. 

casion  I  hang  a  chair  on  each  of  his  

extended  arms,  which  still  retained  the  -•  ucet  omnilnii,  licet  etiam  mflii,  dignitatem 

position  unwaveringly  for  twenty  mi-  iirfftifMHM  tuerii  poCeetMnodovenieiidilii 

nutes,  beyond  which  I  did  not  think  it  puUicom  lit,  dicendi  periculmn  non  recuio." 

right  to  protract  the  experiment.    He  Cicbeo. 

always  expressea  himself  relieved  after 

each   manipulation,    and  the  benefit        THE  LAST  NEWS  FROM  GRA- 

lasts  iust  in  exact  proportion  to  the  FENBERG 

time  the  mesmeric  state  is  kept  up. 

The  other  case  is  one  of  hysteria,  in  The  physician,  says  Sir  Charles  Scu- 

which  somnambulism  was  induced  at  damore,  must  be  a  student  for  ever, 

the  second  trial ,  and  so  strange  and  ^nd  not  disdain  to  learn  till  the  last 
unexpected  was   the   result,    that   I  ^    r  u-        •  *  rr    ^\.^^ 

strongly  suspected   deception.     This  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  existence.     He  there- 

case,   however,    fully  bears    out  Mr.  fore  went  to  Grafenberg  last  April,  to 

Southam's  views  as  to  phreno-mng-  gaze  with  his  own  eyes  on  the  doings 

netism;  and  that  there  was  no  decep-  of  Priessnitz,  and  judge  of  the  merite 

tion  I  had  afterwards  an  opportunity  ^  hydropathy  in  the  place  where  it  is 
of  proving  to  mv  satisfaction,  if  not  to         "jr«t"t»i.*ijr  n*  ix*o  ^m«,^  r,^^x^  *v*., 

that  of  others.     Having  been  asked  to  exercised  with  the  greatest  vigour.    He 

give  a  lecture  on  the  subject  to  a  lite-  returned  much  gratified  with  what  he 

rary  institution  at  West  jBromwich,  I  had  seen,  and  has  recently  added  ano- 

fered   most   severely    that    day  from  "Qi«8cribunturaqi«patornmi.»» 

toothache ;  but  I  declined  extractinj^       With  Priessnitz  himself  every  one  is 

the  tooth  in  the  morning,  thinkinff  it  pleased ;  were  it  otherwise,  could  a 
would  be  a  fair  means  of  proving  that         ..  ^.^.  v      *     ^  :i„  i;««.  ^r 

she  was  not  deceiving  me,  ly  ha>3ng  it  ^^«^^^  practitioner  boast  a  daily  hst  of 

removed  in  the  mesmeric  state.    In  the  patients  varying  from  two  to  five  hun- 

evening,  therefore,  I  mesmerised  her,  dred  ?     "  His  countenance,"  says  Sir 

and  her  tooth  was  extracted  by  Mr.  Charles,    "is  full  of  self-possession; 

a'S^fS'^DiSiJ^f^i^^S^eS^;  -the,  agreeable;   mild,   but  firm  in 

and  Mr.  W.  Jackson,  all  medical  prac-  expression  ;  with  an  eye  of  sense,  and 

tittonera  at  West  Bromwich,  beside  the  a  pleasing  smile."     And,  best  of  all, 

usual  audience  of  such  institutions ;  «« jje  inspires  his  patieuts  with  the  most 

^Km  "^^  T  *^^''   '"^  ^^^/  ^^^  entire  confidence,  and  he  exacts  implicit 

slightest  muscular  movement  of  any  ,    ,.       •^„         ».     .    ,   ,-  ^t.     u  ^♦i^ 

kind,   or  of  any  part,  nor  the  least  ohedtencer     This  is  half  the  battle, 

change  of  colour  or  respiration.    Her  Half!  it  is  nine-tenths  of  the  victory 

hystericid  fits  also  have  never  returned,  over  chronic  disease,  to  have  obedient 

In  all  these  cases  I  have  never  told  patients.      A   physician   who  should 

mynatients  what  effect  I  intended  to  ^  ^  Richmond  or 

produce;  nor,  so  far  as  I  know,  had  ^**^^  *  '"'^©'^  7  ^„  .      .  i.  j  .-r  i 

they  ever  seen  any  thing  of  the  kind  Shooter's  Hill,  and  fill  it  with  dutiful 

before.    With  these  facts  before  me,  I  and  submissive  patients,  behaving  like 

cannot  hdp  thinking  that  "  a  power  so  ^he  good  boys  of  a  story-book,  and  ob- 

SXS£w^tui««Sli;&S  serving  in  the  minutest  particulars  .he 

I  am,  sir,  hygienic  code  of  their  physical  pastor. 

Your  obedient  servant,  might  boast  almost  as  many  cures  as 

George  Beddow,  M.R.C.S.  the  sage  of  Grafenberg  without  the 

5,  Jemier's  Row,  Birmingham,  aid    of    hydropathy.      However,    we 

^^  "'  ^^ have  no  objection  to  add  water  and 
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mountaiD  air  to  the  healing  agents,  not  use  the  sweating  blanket  00  much 

and  have  read  with  interest   Sir  C.  as  formerly,  but  still  relies  upon  it  to 

Scudamore's  account  of  the  details  of  remove  any  old  virus,  or  to  extract 

the  system.  latent  mercury  from  the  frame.    None 

The  first  item  on  the  list  is  the  undergo  it  more  than  gouty  invalids. 

LeintMch,  or  wet  sheet  to  lie  on.    The  The  word  '*  tepid''  applied  to  a  bath  has 

patient  is  wrapped  up  in  a  wet  sheet,  diverse  thermometrical  significations  in 

and   then    covered   with   a   blanket,  difierent  places ;  we  should  intend  by 

leather-bed,  and  quilt,  in  which  he  it  from  SO^  to  92^  of  Fahrenheit ;  at 

generally  lies  for  three-quarters  of  an  Grafenberg  it  means  from  5S?  to  69^ ; 

hour.    This  does  not  produce  perspi-  and  the  temperature  most  commonly 

ration ;  but  if  in  any  case '-catarrhal  employed  for  the  shallow  tepid  bath  is 

fever,  for  example  —  sweating  is  de-  62^.     It  is  called  at  Grafenberg  Dm 

sired,  the  time  is  extended  to  an  hour  ahgeschreckle  Halbbad,    "  The  newly- 

or  more.  enlisted  patient,  after  quitting  the  Leiu- 

.  The  next  variety  is  the  Ahreibung,  or  tuch^  enters  this  bath,  and  is  diligently 

rubbing  down  with  a  wet  sheet  which  rubbed  before  and  behind ;  taking  him* 

is  thrown  over  the  patient.     This  is  self  apart,  if  able;  if  not,  having  nsore 

continued  from  two  to  five  minutes,  assistance,  and  for  a  longer  or  shorter 

when  the  skin  becomes  reddened.  time,  as  circumstances  may  direct ;  but. 

In  the  variety  termed  the  sweating  in  the  beginning,  about  two  minutes." 
blanket  (Das  Schwiizen  in  der  Koize),        This  is  clearly  a  very  safe  variety. 

the  patient  is  packed  up  in  blanket,  The  plunging  bath  ( Wannenhad)  at  a 

feather  bed,  and  wadded  counterpane,  temperature  of  44®  is  more  terrific,  but 

till   perspiration   breaks   out,    which  is  soon  arrived  at  by  most  patients.    It 

sometimes  requires  four  hours.     The  is  commonly  taken  early  in  the  morning, 

sweating  is  then  continued  for  a  pre-  but  is  often  enjoyed  a  second  time  in 

scribed  time,  and  at  its  termination  the  the  afternoon. 

patient  takes  a  tepid  shallow  bath,  or        The  hipbath   (Silzbad)  varies  in 

a  cold  plunge  bath,  or  both.     <<  It  is  temperature  firom  44^'  to  64^' ;  the  time 

only  the  practised  patient  who  goes  at  of  immersion  from  a  quarter  of  an  hoar 

once  into  the   cold  bath ;  but,  with  to  an  hour.   The  patient,  while  sitting 

either,  it  is  a  rule  first  to  dash  some  in  it,  uses  friction  to  his  back  and  ab* 

water  over  the  face,  head,  and  chest."  domen ;  and,  on  emerging,  restores  the 

The  safety  of  this  practice  depends  on  warmth  of  surface  by  due  rubbing  and 

the  heated  state  of  the  body ;  for  the  drying.     The  hip-bath,  employed  in 

system  merely  parts  with  its  superfluity  this  decisive  manner,  is  highly  useful 

of  caloric.  in  many  maladies  of  the  pelvic  viscera. 

Sir  Charles  found  that  the  thermo-  and  aids  in  correcting  a  disordered 
meter,  placed  under  the  tongue  of  a  state  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
certain  patient  before  entering  the  intestinal  canal, 
blanket,  stood  at  98? ;  just  before  and  The  head-bath  (Dom  Kop/hmd)  con- 
after  the  breaking  out  of  the  perspira^  sists  in  lying  on  the  ground  with  the 
tion  it  was  at  100^;  after  much  per-  beck  of  the  head  in  a  basin  of  water, 
spiration  it  sank  to  99^;  and  after  the  The  foot-bath  (Da$  Fiiubad)  does 
plunging  bath  to  97^.  This  method  is  not  imply  the  deep  tibiofibular  im- 
obviously  not  the  same  thing  as  a  mersion  of  this  part  of  the  woridj  for 
vapour  bath,  with  which  some  persons  the  depth  of  water  in  the  vessel  is  only 
have  confounded  it.    Priessnitz  does  from  one  to  three  inches.    The  soles 
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of  the  feet  are  to  be  nibbed  with  the  without  exercise.    Water  and  milk  are 

water ;  but  the  frictioD  is  extended  to  the  only  beverages  at  Orafenberg. 

the  whole  of  the  feet,  ankles^  and  even  On   his   return  home,  Sir  Charles 

legs,  if  they  are  weak  and  apt  to  swell,  Scudamore  had  a  conversation  with 

until  a  glow  is  felt.  Liebig  on  the  water-cure.  This  eminent 

The  wet  bandages  (Uuuektage)  are  chemist  believes  the  purity  of  the  water 
of  two  kinds.  When  intended  to  stimu-  drunk  to  be  of  the  utmost  consequence 
late,  the  wet  portion  of  the  bandage  is  for  its  quick  absorption.  If  it  con- 
covered  with  that  which  is  left  dry;  tains  two  per  cent,  of  saline  matter,  it 
when  designed  to  cool,  the  whole  com-  will  pass  to  the  bowels  ;  but  if  it 
press  is  wetted,  and  left  to  evaporate  is  of  sufficient  purity,  eight-tenths 
uncovered.  "  For  example,  I  saw  the  will  be  eliminated  by  the  kidneys 
case  of  a  large  painful  boil  on  the  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  In 
hand,  in  progress  of  suppuration.  On  answer  to  a  question  of  Sir  C.  Scuda- 
tfais,  the  wetted  part  of  the  bandage,  more's,  Liebig  thoiight  that  no  injury 
covered  by  the  dry,  was  constantly  would  arise  from  the  water  canying 
kept,  to  serve  as  a  water  poultice ;  but  off  the  salts  of  the  blood,  as  the 
above^  on  the  wrist  and  fore-arm,  a  wet  quantity  of  salt  in  the  foods  might  be  a 
cloth  only,  never  allowed  to  be  dry,  or  little  increased,  to  allow  for  this  waste, 
even  warm ;  on  a  just  surgical  principle  Pure  water  is  absorbed  so  instan- 
of  producing  a  sedative  action  on  the  taneously,  that  Liebig,  like  Sir  Everard 
vessels  and  nerves  contiguous  to  the  Home,  is  inclined  to  believe  in  n  short 
seat  of  disease."  cut  between  the  stomach  and  kidneys. 

The  Unuchlag  often  produces  a  great  Sir  Charles  objects  to  the  drinking  a 

Ifclt  of  rash  round  the  body,  or  sundry  large  quantity  of  water  in  ctises  of 

boils,  which  are  always  hailed  with  hemorrhage  that  require  restraining; 

satisfaction  at  Grafenberg.  even  in  piles,  if  the  blood  is  arterial. 

Next  comes  the  douche,  which,  if  the  flow  must  not  be  rashly  encouraged 

vigorously  used,  b  the  most  active  of  or  permitted. 

all  the  processes  in  the  water  cure.  Sir  C.    Scudamore    went   to   Gra- 

The  temperature  of  the  douches  for  gen-  fenberg  partly  to  be  treated  himself, 

tiemen,  in  the  wood  at  Grafenberg,  was  having    been    a     sufferer   for  many 

as  follows: — ^'^  Concordia,  the  strongest,  years   from   rheumatic    and   nervous 

about  twenty  feet  fall,  and  of  the  size  headache,  with  noises  and  deafness  in 

of  a  man's  wrist,  54^ ;  the  stone  douche,  the  left  ear ;  and  being  constantly  depen- 

48^;  and  the  Ferdinand,  44^.''  dent  on  medicine  for  the  action  of  the 

Strong  patients  sometimes  use  the  bowels. 

dooche  in  the  coldest  weather,  when  His  treatment  began  on  the  18th  of 

the  attendant  has  first  to  break  away  April,  a  jew  days   after  his  arrival, 

the  ice;  but  weaklings  must  beware  of  and  continued  till  the  20th  of  May. 

imitating  their  hardihood.  The  douche  Once  during  this  period  he  took  blue 

is  a  powerful  rubefacient,  and  produces  pill    and   colocynth    at   night,    and 

eruptions  resembling  measles,  scarla-  Cheltenham    salts   in   the    morning, 

tioa,  ftc  being  bilious  from  the  change  of  diet, 

As  for   drinking,   the   quantity  of  and  the  free  use  of  milk. 

water  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the  The  details  of  his  course  are  very 

eomrse  is  from  eight  to  twelve  glasses  interesting,  and  replete  with  instruc- 

daily,  each  glass  holding  from  ten  to  tion.    The  result  has  been  most  satis- 

elevvn  oonces.    None  is  to  be  drunk  frustory,  his  health  having  improved  in 

when  the  body  is  very  cold;  nor  much  all  the  points  where  it  was  deficient. 
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He  namnet    Ibrtf  eaact  where  the  Casb  of 

water-cure  was  employed,  and  gene-  sUDDEN  DEATH  SIMULATING 

tally  with  complete  snccess.  POISON  BY  OPIUM ; 

In  one  hiatanee,  a  patient  of  five- 
and-twenty,  having  been  attacked  with 
violent  pain  between  the  lower  ribs 

while  walking,  was  subjected  to  pretty  * 

active  treatment  by  Priessnite,  and  re-  ^  '**  ^*'^  «^'**  ^«^^  fi^«^''- 

covered  perfectly.    Sir  Charles  thinks  Sia, 

that  there  was  an  error  in  diagnosis  on  Sbovld  yoa  think  the  folkywiDg  «aaa  wwtfay 

the  part  of  Priessnite,  who  supposed  it  ?^  »o«i«'  70?  ,^"  «>^  !^  ^T  »»ertiiig  it 

^    ^                  ,  .   ,         1  .   «            .•  in  your  valuable  pcnodical. — I  am,  nr, 

to  be  a  case  of  internal  inflammation  -,  your  obedient  servant, 

Sir  Charles  knew  it  to  be  a  muscular  J.  Berncastlb,  M.R.C.S.  flee. 

pain  connected  with  indigestion  and  Croydon,  July  16,  ig4». 

intestinal  flatulence.    During  his  stay  i  was  sent  for,  on  Tuesday,  the  25th  April, 

at  Grafenberg,  he  often  heard  of  the  1843,  at  6  a.m.  to  attend,  on  the  part  of  ^ht 

stains  of  mercury  and  iodine,  of  a  blue  Croydon  Union,  the  illegitimate  ^If^^^,'^ 

,,.  ,      ,      '       .,      .      '       - .  ,  .  weeks  old,  of   a  pauper  named  Aldndce. 

or  reddish  colour,  on  the  sheets.  Liebig  xhe  child  was  said  to  be  m  a  fit.    On  iy 

oflfered  this  explanation  to  Sir  Charles :  arrival  at  the  house  I  found  the  child  doad. 

that   mercury  may  remain  combined  ^  ^  «^«>y  asked  the  mother  and  grand- 

...         .      .         A4.      «             •   J  e   *.  mother  a  £ew  questions,  when  the  latter 

With  animal  matter  for  an  indefinite  ^^^^^  ^  „g  ^^  examine  the  body,  and  see 

time,  and  may  be  separated  through  that  there  had  been  no  "  miscoDdoet"  on 

the  quick   change  of   matter   which  '^r  P»rt.    I  thought  that  reourk  nther 

•   ,     »    au         a         ^  unusual,    and    examined    the    body   more 

belongs  to  the  water-system.  minutely,  but  could  discover  no  marka  of 

After    seeing   Liebig,    Sir   Charles  violence,  or  anything  to  lead  me  to  nippoae 

visited  the  establishment  of  Marien-  that  the  child  bad  not  died  from  naUnl 

benr.  clo^to  Boppart  onthe  Rhine.  ^I^J^JZ.^L'^^^Z^,^ 

This  IS  perhaps  the  handsomest  hydro-  out  any  unusual  appearance, 

pathic  establishment  in   Europe,  but  A  few  hours  afterwards,  Mr.  Smith,  tht 

the  treatment  is  less  vigorous  than  at  registrar  of  d«iths,  sent  to  know  whiter  ^ 

-,..-.             _^  .         J  ^i_     J.  inquest  would  be  required,  as  he  had  heard 

Grafenberg.     It  is  under  the  direction  |t  reported  by  the  neighbours  that  the  diikl 

of  Dr.  Schmitz ;  and  patients  have  the  had  died  by  unfair  means.    The  inqaeat  was 

advantage  of  consulting  a  distinguished  consequenUy  ordered,  and  thinking  that  I 

■n     ,.  ,       1.     -  1     •  ^       1.  might  elicit  from  the  parties  a  few  more 

English  physiologist,   whose  name  is  p^u  concerning  the  caJe,  I  called  ag«m  fci 

known  to  all  our  readers,  and  who  has  the  afternoon,  seven  hours  after  dattk  htd 

himself  benefited  by  the    treatment  taken  place,  and  found  the  body  kid  oat.   I 

£1^  requested  that  the  clothes  should  be  taken 

™'    ,      ,  off,  and,  to  my  great  surprise,  I  observed 

Sur  Charles  very  properly  speaks  of  the  head,  trunk,  and  extremities,    to  be 

the  water-cure  as  a  valuable^ddition  to  covered  with  livid  patches  of  eodiymosia,  of 

the  resources  of  the  medical  art,  rather  i,^^":  ^'?^^^  general  all  over  the  body, 

.       .                                        '  Knowmg  this  cadaveric  appearance  so  soon 

than  ite  nval  or  foe.     AiV  hat  the  proper  nfter  death  to  be  one  of  the  common  reralta 

limits    of    the    system    may    be,    re-  from  poisoning  by  opium,  and  having  seen  it 

maina  to  be  ascertained.    The  hydro^  ^  several  cases  that  bad  terminated  feUUy^ 

.,  5_,                *iii  X    V     •     At.     I.  ™y  attention  was  immediately  directed  to 

pathMts  seem  stiU  to  be  m  the  hone)*-  tj^  channel,  and  I  asked  the  friends  whether 

moon  of  their  experienoei  they  have  they   had  given  the  chihl  any  cyrap    of 

not  yet  trodden  the   thorny  paths  of  P»PP«f«»   Godfrey's  cordial,  or  Uudanuin, 

^_j.                   ..            ,              Zt^     '  but  they  stoutly  demed  having  given  any- 

ommary  practice,   when    enthumasm  thing  at  an.                         -o  o-          j 

has  fallen  asleep,  and  patients  are  no  After  cross-examining  them  pretty  deaeiy^ 

longer  docile.  I  leamt  that  the  child,  otherwise  remarkably 

._  healthy*  had  been  for  the  last  few  days  un- 
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commonly  fretful,  and  particalail j  ao  on  the  moo— would  he  heito  thoogfbt  tbn  m^  Ughfly 

Sunday ;  that  on  Monday  he  became  very  of  medical  evideBoe  ? 

drowsy,  and  dept  all  day  and  night  widioiit  The  caae  waia  mm  «^^«!*^tffi!  nimmarilyj 

intermission,  until  early  on  the  Tuesday  and  all jMKhii  oatiioly  wtoripatod  froman; 


momiog,  wfasn  it  wat  suddenly  seised  with  hlaawf,  Ae  iieii  Jtot  behy— **  IMedfromnstond 

the  oonrulslve  tits  that  oarried  it  off,  and  to  oausea/^ 

relieve  which  I  had  been  called  in.  Now  would  not  a  medical  coroner  at  once 

The  history  of  the  case,  coupled  with  the  have  ftdlen  in  with  the  views  of  the  medical 

appearances  of  the  body  after  death,  being,  witness,  and  would  not  his  attention  have 

as  every  medieal  man  knows,  ezactl/'thoiiB  been  seriously  arrested  upon  the  probability 

of  poisoning  by  opium,  the  impression  on  of  poison  in  a  case  where  aU  the  circum- 

my  mind  at  the  time  was,  that  the  child  stances  were  so  well  linked  together  as  to 

might  have  died  from  the  effects  of  that  airse  rather  more  than  a  suspicion  of  guilt  ? 

drug,  or  some  of  its  compounds,  either  given  Is  it  not  generally  by  some  vague  unoon- 

intention  Ily,   or  in  an  over^dose  through  nected  facts  that  cases  of  poisoning  are  at 

ignorance.     The   child    being    illegitimate  first  brought  into  notice  ?    Belbre  detecting 

might  have  also  tended  to  strengthen  the  the  poison,  are  there  not  premonitory  and 

first  suspicion.     In  feet,  had  the  child  been  concomitant  signs  and  circumstances,  that 

known  to  have  died  from  opium,  the  ap-  put  one  on  tl^  qui  mve,  and  lead  one  to 

pearance  above  named  would  be  all  that  one  seek  for  it  by  farther  anatomical  investiga- 

would  expect  to  find  without  an  autopsy.  tlons  ?    How,  then,  can  any  person  not  well 

Well,  what  did  Mr.  Carter,  the  coroner  acquainted,  practicsJlyaswellas  theoretically, 

for  Surrey,  do  ?     Instead  of  being  guided  by  with  this  intricate  branch  of  the  profession, 

the  medical  evidence,  and  using  it  as  the  presume  to  offer  his  opinion  on  suljects  of 

means  to  come  at  the  truth,  he  at  once  turns  such  importanoe  that  they  may  involve  the 

round  upon  me,  and  wishes  to  persuade  the  life  of  a  fdlow-creature  ?    It  is  an  anomaly 

jury  that  there  are  no  grounds  whatever  for  that  cannot  exist  any-  longer  in  a  country 

presuming  that  the  chUd  had  died  from  any  that  boasts  of  ranking  first  in  civilisation, 

other  than  natural  causes ;  that  he  had  fre-  The  time  must  come,   and  come  shortly 

quently  seen  the  livid  appearance  of  the  it  will,  when  none  but  medical  coroners  wiU 

skin,  which  always  arose  f^om  persons  lying  be  allowed  to  fill  that  high  office.     Until 

after  death ;    that  infimts  frequently  died  then  we  must  not  be  surprised  to  see  doubt* 

from  apoplexy,  and  the  like  trash ;   that,  ful  cases  smothered  in  a  similar  way  to  the 

besides,  it  was  absurd  to  suspect  that  any  one  here  dted,  by  Mr.  Carter,  or  any  other 

thing  had  been  g^ven  when  the  mother  and  of  his  sapient  non- medical  colleagues. 

two  other  respectable  witnesses  swore  to  the    ^ 

contrary ;  that  they  being  respectable  people 

(all  three,  paupers  and  interested  parties),  he  DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE. 

was  bound  to  believe  them  on  oath;  and  _ 

that  he  did  not  think  .  jw^.»Mrt«.  nec«|.  j^  ,^^  g^     ^  ^^  jj,^.    ,  g^^, 

sary,  as  there  was  not  the  slightest  tittle  of  ^ 

evidence  to  prove  that  any  thing  in  the  Sir, 

shape  of  nareotics  had  been  administered!  i^  reviewing  my  recent  work  "on  Dieases 
Now  tiie  chain  of  symptoms  and  orcum.  of  the  Eye,  and  on  Misoelianeons  Subjecta 
stantial  evidence  throughout  this  case  were  Medical  and  Surgical,"  the  following  states 
so  dearly  those  of  death  by  ophim,  and  ao  mgnt  is  made  in  the  hut  (July)  number  of 
unlike  death  fWwi  any  other  infkntile  disease,  "The  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review:" 
that  Bothhig  but  the  grossest  ignoranoe  on  i.Qn  points  of  hUtory  Dr.  HaU  is  generally 
medical  sufasjects  ean  excuae  Mr.  Carter  for  wrong;  as,  for  instance,  where  he  ascribes 
havmg  so  totaUy  overiooked  them,  and  dis-  the  notion,  that  in  purulent  opthahnia  the 
regarded  the  suggestions  of  the  medical  cornea  dies  from  the  pressure  caused  by  the 
witness.  On  the  contrary,  he  so  fiir  forgot  chemosed  conjunctiva,  to  Mr.  Middlemore 
his  duty,  tiiat  he  aetu^,  in  summing  up  the  (p.  55),  the  first  demonstration  of  the  ad- 
ease  to  the  jury,  endeavoured  to  throw  a  vantage  of  mercury  in  iritis  to  Dr.  Farre 
shir  upon  the  medical  witoess.  by  inferring  (p.  101),  &c.  &c."  I  should  fed  much 
that  he  had  acted  wrongly  by  ^  all  uatmg  obliged  if  the  reviewer,  or  any  of  your  oor- 
suspicions  in  a  ease  where  nothmg  whatever  respondents,  woukl  inform  me  to  whom  the 
could  warrant  any  person  in  supposing  that  priority  in  question  properly  belongs, 
the  diild  had  died  from  any  other  than  I  remain  sir 
natural  causes.  Your  fidthfhl  servant. 

But  had  a  post-mortem  taken  place,  and,  j,  cThaLl. 

in  spite  of  the  oaths  of  these  three  very  re-  Grove  Street,  Bast  Betford, 

apectable  witnesses,  poison  had  been  found  in  July  19th,  IMS. 

the  child's  stomach,  annnlliiig  all  doubt  upon  _ 
the  subject— and  such  caiea  are  not  nncom* 
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THE  QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  BIR. 
MIN6HAM. 

HsR  Majbstt  has  been  gracioualy  pleased 
to  grant  a  Royal  Charter  of  Incorporation 
to  the  School  of  Medicine  and  Snigerj  at 
Birmingham,  with  the  privileges,  immunities, 
rank,  and  title  of  "  The  Queen's  College  at 
Birmingham."  Her  Mijesty  has  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  nominate  Samuel  Wikon 
Wameford,  Clerk,  of  Bourton  on  the  Hill, 
Gloucestershire,  the  first  visitor. 

Edward  Johnurtone,  Doctor  of  Physic,  of 
Edgbaston  Hall,  in  the  Coun^  of  Norfolk, 
First  Principal  of  the  said  Soaety. 

James  Thomas  Law,  Clerk,  Chancellor  of 
the  Diocese  of  Lichfield,  the  first  Vice-Prin- 
cipal. 

John  Eldwards  Piercy,  Esq.  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  the  County  of  Stafford,  Treasurer. 

William  Sands  Coz,  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Society,  London,  S^ior  Suigeon  of  the 
Queen's  Hospital,  Dean  of  £e  Faculty; 
who,  together  with — 

William  Penn  Curzon  Howe,  Earl  Howe, 

George  William  Lyttelton,  LordLyttelton, 

John  Kay  Booth,  Doctor  of  Physic, 
Licentiate  of  the  Royal  Collie  of  Physi- 
cians, Honorary  Physician  of  the  Queen's 
Hospital, 

Edward  Townsend  Cox,  Senior  Surgeon 
of  the  Town  Infirmary, 

Egerton  Bagot,  Clerk, 

Vaughan Thomas,  Clerk  of  Corpus- Christi 
College,  Oxford, 

James  Taylor,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Worcester, 

Joseph  Webster,  Esq.  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Warwick, 

Richard  Wood,  Senior  Surgeon  of  the 
General  Hospital,  Birmingham, 

Thomas  Upfill,  Merchant, 

James  Johnstone,  Doctor  of  Physic,  Fel- 
low of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
London,  Senior  Physician  of  the  General 
Hospital,  Birmingham,  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica, 

John  Best  Davies,  Doctor  of  Physic, 
Extra  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  London,  Senior  Hiysician  of  the 
Queen's  Hospital,  Birmingham,  Professor 
of  Forensic  Medicine, — as  the  First  Council. 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

Ths  following  is  the  correct  list,  in  the 
order  of  their  admission,  of  the  Physicians 
elected  Fellows  of  the  Royal  College  Of 
Physicians,  London,  on  the  25th  of  last 
month :  — 

Dr.  Thomas  Thompson.Tunbridge  Wells.— Dr. 
Augastin  Sayer,  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman 
Square.— Dr.  John  Webster,  Lower  Oroavenor 
Street— Dr.  Thomas  Dewier,  Richmond.— Dr. 
Sirismund  Stolterforth,  Dover.  — Dr.  Edward 
Rigb^,  Spring  Gardens.— Dr.  Peyton  Blakiston, 
Birmmgham.— Dr.  Arthur  Farre,  Curson  Street. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  or  GBNTLSMBN  ADMITTKD  If  BMBSftS. 

Friday t  July  21,  1843. 
T.  Cattell.— J.  C.  Harper.— G.  M.  Henning.— 
H.  F.  WilUams.— P.  P.  Ransom.— T.  L.  Philippt. 
—A.  Markwick.— R.  D.  Walker.— J.  L.  Milton. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of   deaths  from  all 

causes  registered  in    the    week    ending 
Saturday,  July  15,  1843. 

Small  POX € 

Measles  » 

Scarlatina SO 

Hooping  Cough  S4 

Croup  9 

Thnuh    4 

Diarrhoea    7 

Dysentery  3 

Cholera    4 

Influenza S 

A|cue 0 

Typhus 36 

Brysipelas 9 

SyphiUB  1 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  106 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    316 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  niood-vessels  ....  34 
Diseases  of  the  Stonuch,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    76 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 5 

Childbed 5 

Paramenia 1 

Ovarian  Dropsy  1 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 9 

Rheumatism 3 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c ft 

Carbuncle '.  0 

Ulcer    0 

Fistula   1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 3 

Dropsy,    Cancer,   and  other    Diseases    of 

Uncertain  Seat 74 

Old  A^e  or  Natural  Decay 67 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lutempe- 

ranee   13 

Causes  not  specified  1 

Deaths  fh)m  all  Causes 757 
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Kepi  at  Eoif  onton.  Latitude  51^  37'  32"^. 
Longitude  0°  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich. 
June  1843.     iThermombtrr.    Barombtkb. 


Wednesday  19 

Arom  60  to  65 

39*74  to  39-70 

Thursday  .  20 

49 

70 

29*71 

29-7« 

Friday ...  31 

47 

60 

39-62 

29-74 

Saturday  .  32 

46 

64 

29-74 

39*511 

Sunday  .  .  23 

63 

60 

29*40 

srtt 

Monday  .  .  24 

43 

65 

39*92 

soia 

Tuesday    .  25 

43 

66 

ao'oe 

90-13 

Wind,  N.  by  W.  and  S.W.  on  the  19th  ;  N.W. 
and  S.W.  on  the  SOth:  S.W.  on  the 21  st  and  fid : 
W.  N.W.  and  N.  by  B.  on  the  SSd ;  W.  by  S.  and 
W.  by  N.  on  the  94th ;  N.W.  and  S.W.  on  the 
95tta. 

The  19th  and  20th,  generally  clear,  except  in 
the  afternoon  when  rain  fell.  21st,  momlm^ 
cloudy,  afternoon  and  evening  clear.  39d«  doody, 
rain  m  the  evening.  23d,  showery.  94th  and 
96th,  generally  cloudy. 

Rain  fallen,  '33  of  an  inch. 
Charlbs  Hbnry  Ada  Ma.    ■ 

Wilson  &  Ooilvt,  67,49kiBner  Street»|iOndM; 
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FRIDAY,  AUGUST  4,  1843. 


LECTURES  child,  the  red  coloar  of  its  investing  mem- 
brane, from  which  the  blood  still  continued 

^'^  ^''^  to  ooxe,  that  it  was  the  inyerted  uterus. 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OF  By  grasping  the  uterus  with  the  hand,  and 

mrrrhTirrvvnv  compressing  the  upper  part  firmly  with  the 

MIDWIFERY ,  ^^^  ^^  ^^  fingers,  there  was  no  difficulty 

^     *  the  cerrix  and  os  uteri  contracting,  to  pre* 

D«.  o^  .      T iLr  Tk  v  o  G  ▼cnt  its  reduction.     The  midwife  informed 

By  Robert  Lee,  M.D.  F.R.S.  ^^  ^^  ^^  p^^^^^  ^  retained,  and  that 

^— —  little  force  was  employed  by  her  in  removing 
Lbctdm  XXXVn.  '^    Thi.U  the  only  cyse  of  complete  in»er- 
,                              ,  sion  of  the  uterus  which  I  have  ever  seen. 
On  Laboun  complicated  with  InverHon  and  ^nd  there  was  no  difficulty  in  the  diagnosis. 
Rupture  qf  the  Uterus  and  Vagina,  and  ^nd  no  doubt  about  the  necessity  of  imme- 
Rfftravasation  qf  Blood  into  the  Labia.  di^tely  replacing  the  uterus,  for  if  the  pa- 
ls the  autumn  of  1825,  I  was  consulted  by  tient  had  lived,  the  reduction  of  the  uterus 
a  lady  at  Odessa,  in  the  ninth  month  of  would  have  been  impossible  in  a  few  hours, 
pregnancy,  who  was  suffering  much  more  from  the  strangulation  of  the  body  produced 
than  she  had  ever  done  before  during  gesta-  above  by  the  cervix,  and  infiammation  and 
tion  from  pain  increased  by  pressure  in  the  swelling  of  the  parts.      Inversion  of  the 
region  of  the  uterus,  and  febrile  symptoms,  uterus  is  frequently,  if  not  invariably,  the 
I  recommended  her  to  lose  blood  from  the  consequence  of  pulling  at  the  umbilical  cord, 
arm,  or  to  have  leeches  and  fomentations  to  extract  the  placenta  immediately  afker  the 
applied  to  the  abdomen ;  but  no  antiphlo-  birth  of  the  child,  before  the  uterus  has  had 
gistic  remedies  of  any  kind  were  employed,  time  to  contract,  and  while  the  placenta  is 
and  she  continued  to  suffer  till  the  pains  of  still  adherent.     It  is  also  stated  to  have 
labour  commenced.     The  child  was  soon  happened  when  the  child  has  been  allowed 
expelled,  but  the  midwife  in  extracting  the  to  be  rapidly  expdled,  when  the  umbilical 
placenta  inverted  the  uterus,  and  when  I  cord  has  surrounded  the  foetus,   or  been 
saw  the  padent  about  half  an  hour  after,  the  unusually  short.     '*  From  the  same  cause," 
whole  uterus,  the  entire  fdndus  and  body,  says  Dr.  Bums,  ''  or  sometimes,  perhaps, 
was  hanging  out  between  the  thighs  like  the  from  sudden  pressure  of  part  of  the  intcs- 
head  of  a  <£ud  ;  the  uterus  had  in  fact  been  tines  on  the  fundus  uteri,  occasioned  by  a 
drawn  like  a  stocking  or  glove  completely  strong  contraction  of  the  abdominal  muscles, 
inside  out.    The  bed  and  floor  were  covered  a  part  of  the  fundus  becomes  depressed  like 
with  a  great  quantity  of  blood,  and  the  lady  a  cup,  and  encroaches  on  the  uterine  cavity, 
was  expiring  in  convulsions.    On  applying  This  generally  rectifies  itsdf,  if  let  alone,  but 
my  hand  over  the  faypogastrium,  the  fundus  of  if  the  cord  be  pulled,  or  if  there  be  any 
the  utems  could  not  be  felt  there  in  the  tendency  in  the  uterine  actiion  to  go  toward 
usual  manner;  and  although  the  placenta  the  fundus,  as  h^ipens  when  that  part  is 
had  been  entirely  detached  and  removed,  lacerated,  «id  may  Sm  Kke  "»?»"**'  occur  in 
there  could  be  no  doubt,  from  the  globular  the  present  case,  the  depression  is  speedily 
shape  of  the  tumor,  its  peculiar  softness  and  converted  into  perfect  inversion,  which  may 
compressibility,  its  sndaen  appearance  along  thus  take  place  spontaneously,  and  without 
with  the  placenta  after  the  birth   of  the  any  fenlt  of  the  attendant."     *'  It  has  been 

818.— XXXII.  •I^^ 
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ON  INVERSION  OF  THE  UTERUS.  659 

Tery  thick  root.     It  exactly  resembled  in  and  some  way  up  the  neck,  was  of  a  livid 

size  and  structure  this  specimen  [exhibiting  colour,   and   weighed  three  pounds  fifteen 

it]  of  large  fibrous  tumor  growing  from  the  ounces. 

neck  of  the  uterus  by  a  peduncle  as  thick  as        **  When  the  uterus/'  says  Dr.  Merriman, 

the  wrist.     From  this  case,  and  the  following  **  with  the  placenta  attached  to  it,  is  drawn 

related  by  Dr.  Gooch,  you  will  perceive  that  in  an  inverted  state  without  the  vagina,  no 

the  diagnosis  of  completely  inverted  uterus  doubt  can  exist  as  to  the  nature  of  the 

is  not  always  so  simple  and  easy  as  some  accident,  but  if  it  should  happen  after  the 

authors  would  lead  us  to  suppose,  or,  indeed,  exclusion  of  the   placenta,   more  difficulty 

can  be  drawn  without  a  previous  knowledge  in  forming  an  opinion  would   arise.    The 

of  the  history  of  the  patient,  and  that  it  is  following  rules,  however,  would  lead  to  a 

possible  the  uterus  has  not  been  extirpated  correct  judgment : — If  a  globular  tumor  is 

in  all  the  cases  in  which  the  operation  has  found  soon  after  delivery  in  the  vagina,  or 

been  supposed  to  have  been  successfully  protruded  through  the  os  externum,  it  must 

performed.  be  supposed  to  be  either  a  polypous  excres- 

Mr.  Borrett,  surgeon,  at  Yarmouth,  was  cence,  a  prolapsed  uterus,  or  an  inverted 

called  to  a  lady  in  labour  with  her  sixth  uterus.     If  it  were  a  polypus,  it  would  be 

child.     On  his  first  examination  he  found  known  by    its  insensibility,   its   mobility, 

a  large  fleshy  tumor  within  the  vagina.    The  and  its  pedicle,  which  a  careful  examination 

anterior  segment  in  the  os  uteri  was  easily  could  hardly  fidl  to  discover ;  the  edges  of 

felt,   but  the  posterior  was  occupied  and  the  os  uteri  surrounding  the  tumor  would 

covered  by  the  attachment  of  the  tumor,  likewise  be  perceptible.     A  prolapsed  uterus 

After  the  orifice  had  dilated,  and  the  mem-  may  always  be  known  by  the  os  uteri  being 

branes  had  burst,  the  head  of  the  child  not  situated  at  the  most  depending  part  of  the 

descending,  Mr.  Borrett  introduced  his  hand,  tumor.    The  inverted  uterus  is  sensible  to 

brought  down  the  feet,  and  extracted  the  the  touch,  is  less  moveable  than  the  polypus, 

child.    The  placenta  was  expelled  sponta-  has  no  pedicle,   nor  a  dependent  mouth ; 

neously.    The  patient  now  being  delivered  in  a  recent  state  it  is  entirely  covered  with  a 

and  easy,  he  left  her  at  7  in  the  morning,  grumous  discharge  proceeding  from  number- 

At  3  in  the  afternoon  he  found  her  in  strong  less  blood-vessels  upon  its  whole  surface." 
pains,  as  if  there  was  another  child,  but  as        All  the  systematic  works  on  midwifery  con - 

the  abdomen  was  flat,  and  the  contracted  tain  the  histories  of  casesof  complete  inversion 

uterus  could  be  felt  in  the  abdomen,  he  was  of  the  uterus.     I  have  selected  the  following 

satisfied  there  was  not,  and  gave  her  an  from  many  others  to  illustrate  the  effects 

opiate.    At  8   o'clock   at  night  he  found  produced  by  this  dangerous  accident,  and  to 

that  the  pains  continued  violent,  with  a  sen-  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of  imme- 

sation  as  of  a  substance  coming  away,  and  diatelydetachingtheplacentaifitadhered,and 

he  discovered  a  soft  round  tumor  pressing  reducing  the  uterus.   Should  you  meet  with 

against  the  outer  orifice.    What  could  it  be  ?  a  case  in  your  own  practice,  it  would  be  a 

He  would  have  thought  that  it  was  the  lasting  disgrace  to  yon  to  invert  the  uterus, 

uterus  inverted,  but  it  was  the  same  tumor  whatever  the  result  might  be. 
which  he  had  felt  in  the  morning  before  the        In  1684  Mauriceau  saw  a  woman  whose 

child  was  bom ;  there  was  no  haemorrhage  ;  uterus  had  been  inverted  eight  months  before 

the  placenta  had   been  expelled  spontane-  by  an  ignorant  midwife,  and  who  was  much 

ously,  and  the  uterus  was  distinct  in  the  exhausted  by  hemorrhage.     He  found  it 

hypogastric  r^on.     He  consulted  his  medi-  impossible  to  reduce  the  uterus.     He  re- 

cal  friends  in  the  town,  and  sent  off  to  lates  another  case  which  occurred  in  1693, 

Norwich  for  Mr.  Rigby.     The  pains  con-  two  days  before  he  saw  the  patient :    the 

tinned  with  violent  expulsive  efforts  all  night,  uterus  was  irreducible,  and  she  ultimately 

and  the  next  morning  they  found  her  with  died  from  the  pain  and  discharge, 
a  languid  pulse  and  pallid  countenance :  a        Giffard's  176th  case  is  entitled  "A  delivery 

large  fleshy  livid  tumor  had  been  forced  out  where  the  uterus  was  inverted  and  drawn  out 

of  the  vagina,  and  every  pain  brought  it  beyond  the  labia  pudendi,  and  the  placf>i;ta 

more  and  more  in  sight:  she  continued  to  adhering  to  the  uterus.''   **January  the  29th, 

sn£Rer  and  to  sink  through  the  rest  of  the  1730-31,  I  was,  about  8  o'clock  in  the 

day :  in  the  morning  Mr.  Rigby  arrived,  evening,"  he  says,  *'  sent  for  to  the  wife  of  a 

bnt  the  had  expired  Sbout  half  an  hour  be-  brother  surgeon  in  Surrey  Street.    The  child 

As  soon  as  he  arrived  he  eramined  was  bom  about  an  hour  before  I  came,  and 

mor,  amd  wom  convinced  thai  it  was  the  midwife,  in  attempting  to  bring  away  the 

«r/«f  utinu.    On  opening  the  body  placente,  had  inverted  the  uterus,  for,  upon 

'wnii^,  the  uterus  was  found  con-  examination,  I  found  the  whole  body  of  the 

mt  Its  orifice  was  dragged  down  as  uterus,  with  the  placenta,  adhering  to  the 

B  external  orifice  by  a  tumor  which  fundus,  hanghig  out  beyond  the  labia  ;  there 

it  by  a  thick  stalk ;  it  was  at-  was  a  great  pro6isiQti  oC  VA»^,  «sA  ^^ 

potterior  pvt  of  Urn  orifices,  womtn  ma  wA\Miot«  \  cnm^.   \  \^^^r^ 
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the  midwife  for  not  sending  sooner,  and  told  large  foot- ball.      The  woman's  pulse  was 
her  that  she,  through  her  ignorance,  was  the  weak  and  unequal,  and  there  was  a  continued 
immediate  cause  of  the  poor  woman's  death,  pouring  forth  of  blood  from  the  vesselB  of 
for,  by  puUing  the  string  too  forcibly,  she  the  uterus.      I  apprised  the  friends  of  the 
had  drawn  out  and  inverted  the  womb.     Be-  great  danger  of  so  deplorable  a  case.     Never- 
fore  I  examined,  the  midwife  told  me  the  theless,  with  the  approbation  of  a  judicious 
plac^ita  was  partly  brought  out,  being  igno-  physician,  her  neighbour,  I  undertook  and 
rant  that  she  had  also  pulled  out  the  womb  ;  succeeded  in  the  reduction,  and  aften  gave 
but  I  showed  her  her  error,  that  the  pla-  her  gentle  anodyne  and  cordial  medicines, 
centa  was  all  brought  out,  and  only  adhered  and  left  her,  in  appearance,  better  and  tole- 
to  the  fundus  uteri,   which,  as  the  whole  rably  easy.     In  about  half  an  hour   I  was 
womb  was  inverted,  hung  out  beyond  the  again  called,  and  found  her  speechless,  the 
labia  pudendi.     This  case  should  be  a  caution  pulse  imperceptible,  clammy  sweats,   respi- 
to  all  practitioners  how  they  attempt  to  bring  ration  deep  and  slow,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
away  the  placenta,  and  not  to  pull  the  string  death  closed  the  scene.     All  the  parts  vrere 
too  rudely,  lest  they  invert  and  draw  out  the  so  lax  that  the  uterus  had  not  the  power  of 
uterus,  by  which  the  woman  dies  a  martyr  contraction,  for  it  was  lying  like  a  loose  piece 
to  their  temerity  and  ignorance,  as  was  too  of  tripe,  and  taken  for  an  excrescence,  till  I 
plainly  the  case  in  the  precedent  observation."  examined  it  more  strictly,  and  after  separat- 
Chapman's  28th  case  is  similar : — *'  I  was,  ing  the  placenta  reduced  it  into  the  abdomen, 
in  the  greatest  haste,  sent  for  to  a  woman  **  On  Thursday,  the  21st  of  September, 
six  miles  distant  from  me,  to  whom  I  went  1820,"  says  Dr.  Ramsbotham,  **  I  wras  de- 
with  all  possible  speed,  but  found  on  my  sired  to  be  present  at  the  opening  of  the 
arrival  that  she  had  been  dead  nearly  half  an  body  of  a  woman  who  had  died  in  child* bed, 
hour.     I   conjectured  she  had  died  from  and  whose  death  had  raised  much  clamour 
flooding,  but  upon  asking  the  question  was  in  the  neighbourhood.      I  was  informed  by 
answered  in  the  negative.     The  midwife  told  her  accoucheur  that  she  was,  to  all  appear- 
me  that  the  after-birth  stuck  so  fast  in  one  ance,  safely  delivered  of  her  second  child  on 
part  that  she  was  not  able,  with  all  her  the   Sunday  evening,   after  a  natural  and 
strength,  to  take  it  from  her,  though  she  had  quick  labour ;  that  he  waited  for  the  after- 
gained  most  of  it.     Upon  this  I  desired  the  birth  the  greater  part  of  an  hour,  before  he 
favour  of  seeing  the  corpse,  which  being  made  any  attempt  to  remove  it ;  and  that  he 
granted,  I  found,  to  my  great  surprise,  that  then  began  to  pull  at  the  funis,  without  be- 
tiie  uterus  wasinverted,and  entirely  out  of  the  ing  able  to  bring  it  down.      Finding,  after 
body,   hanging  down  between  the  thighs,  some  further  time,  that  it  did  not  descend, 
with   the  placenta  adhering  to  its  fundus,  he  attempted  to  introduce  his  hand  into  the 
which  I  separated  before  the  midwife  and  uterus ;  but  in  this  attempt  he  was  foiled, 
several  matrons  there  present,  and  convinced  Waiting  a  little  longer,  a  strong  after- pain 
them  all  of  the  dismal  accident.  This  woman,  came  on,  when  he  made  another  trial  by  the 
it  seems,  had  a  very  good  and  easy  delivery  funis ;  and  finding  an  advance,  as  he  thought, 
of  the  child ;  but,  that  bom,  the  midwife  continued  to  extract,  when,  to  his  surprise 
pulled  hard  at  the  string,  and  so  brought  and  alarm,  the  uterus  came  out  of  the  parts 
down  the  uterus,  which  as  soon  as  she  could  as  large  as  a  child's  head,  with  the  placenta 
take  hold  of,  she  did,  and  then  pulling  with  adherent  to  it.      Previous  to  this  unfortn- 
fresh  violence,  and  not  being  deterred  by  the  nate  occurrence  there  had  not  been  much 
loudest  cries,  the  poor  miserable  woman  in  discharge  of  blood,  but  now  the  woman  be- 
a  few  minutes  fell  into  strong  convulsions  and  gan  to  flood  violently,   and  soon  became 
deliquiums,  and  so  expired.     Thus  was  a  faint.     He  now  endeavoured  to  separate  the 
young  healthy  mother  cut  off  in  the  bloom  .  placenta  with  his  hand,  but  the  violence  of 
of  life,  and  cast  into  the  cold  arms  of  death  the  flooding  deterred  him,  and  he  desisted, 
just  as  she  was  about  to  clasp  her  first-bom  Frightened  beyond  measure  at  the  dilemma 
^n  her  own."  into  which  he  had  brought  himself,  and  not 
""          "'    was  called  to  a  woman  who  died  knowing  how  to  proceed,  he  sent  for  a  medi- 
before  ^  arrival.      He  found  the  uteras  cal  friend,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile, 
inverted,  pulled  quite  without  the  external  and  waited  his  arrival ;  the  poor  woman  all 
parts,  and  the  placenta  adhering  firmly  to  the  time  becoming  worse  and  worse.     His 
the  fundus.     This  misfortune  was  occasioned  friend  peeled  off  the  placenta  while    the 
by  the  midwife  pulling  at  the  placenta  with  uterus  was  inverted,  and  during  the  opera- 
too  great  force.     Mr.  Lucas,  of  Pontefract,  tion  there  was  an  increase  of  loss.    The 
sent  the  following  account  of  a  case  of  inverted  woman  was  now  in  ariiculo  mortii,  and  the 
uteras  to  Smellie,  which  occurred  in  1 759 : —  uteras  was  passed  into  the  vagina,  but  not 
'*  In  April  last  I  was  called  to  a  woman  just  reverted.     I  first  passed  my  finger  into  the 
delivered  of  a  live  healthy  child,  and  to  my  vagina,  and  found  it  completely  filled  up  by 
tmrpriBe  found  the  uterus  totally  inverted,  the  inverted  uterus,  whiim  had  now  become 
Ijring  between  her  thighs,  of  the  size  of  a  flacdd\  ^\vni^^^nSft\t\AdL\wcGk%c:Bi«&dre- 
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sistant."  Nothing  farther  was  ascertained  redaction  is  complete.  Remembefi  that  if 
respecting  the  relative  state  of  parts  in  this  the  attempt  fails,  the  eril  speedily  becomes 
case.  Dr.  Ramsbotham  has  '*  never  seen  a  irremediable.  If  the  placenta  still  adheres, 
case  immediately  after  inversion  ;  but  I  was  some  recommend  that  it  should  not  be  re- 
desired,"  he  says,  *'  some  months  ago,  to  moved  till  we  have  reduced  the  uterus ;  but 
visit  a  poor  woman  in  Shoreditch  parish,  it  is  difficult  to  concdve  what  benefit  can 
three  weeks  after  delivery,  to  whom  the  ac-  result  from  pushing  back  the  mass  of  the 
cident  had  happened  at  the  time  of  labour,  placenta  into  the  uterus,  and  afterwards  ez- 
but  it  had  not  been  detected.  The  inverted  tracting  it.  Partial  inversion  of  the  uterus, 
uterus  was  then  about  the  size  of  a  goose's  though  sometimes  immediately  fatal  by  hae- 
egg,  and  regularly  contracting.  The  woman  morrhage,  does  not  always  produce  death, 
had  suffered  much  from  flooding  and  its  In  a  patient  whose  case  has  been  related  by 
consequences,  but  was  recovering."  Dr.  Cleghom,  menstruation  was  performed 
But  inversion  of  the  uterus  may  be  partial  by  the  inverted  uterus,  and  she  enjoyed  to- 
or  incomplete,  so  that  the  fundus  and  body  are  lerable  health  for  twenty  years  after  the 
retained  within  the  vagina,  or  protrude  very  accident.  When  the  inverted  uterus  is  irre- 
slightly  through  the  os  uteri.  On  the  17th  ducible,  we  ought  to  palliate  the  symptoms, 
February,  1843,  I  saw,  in  consultation,  a  of  whidi  pain,  haemorrhage,  and  leucorrhoea 
case  of  partial  inversion  of  the  uterus,  four-  are  the  most  distressing,  by  appropriate  re- 
teen  hours  after  the  accident  had  occurred ;  medies.  If  the  life  of  the  patient  is  greatly 
and  this  is  the  only  case  of  inverted  uterus  endangered  by  the  irritation  and  discharge, 
I  have  seen  in  London.  The  patient  had  it  is  justifiable  to  attempt  her  relief  by  re- 
been  delivered  of  her  first  chUd  after  an  moving  the  inverted  uterus  with  a  ligature, 
easy  labour ;  but  the  umbilical  cord  was  not  Numerous  cases  have  been  recorded  since 
only  twisted  firmly  round  the  neck,  but  was  the  days  of  Ambrose  Par^,  in  which  this  ope- 
remarkably  short.  The  placenta  was  not  ration  was  successfully  performed,  and  there 
expelled  for  half  an  hour,  and  then  Mr.  —  are  many  others  in  which  attempts  to  extir- 
found  it  protruding  through  the  external  pate  the  inverted  uterus  have  been  followed 
parts  with  the  uterus,  to  which  it  still  ad-  by  fatal  consequences.  It  should  not  be 
hered.  The  placenta  was  detached  from  the  had  recourse  to  if  the  patient's  life  can  be 
uterus  and  removed,  and  an  unsuccessful  preserved  by  any  other  means.  It  is  unne- 
effort  made  to  reduce  the  uterus.  The  dis-  cessary  to  detain  you  by  reading  any  of 
charge  of  blood  which  took  place  was  not  these  cases,  fortunate  or  unfortunate ;  and 
very  profuse ;  and  an  opiate  having  been  the  operation,  which  is  nearly  the  same  as 
administered,  the  patient,  though  considera-  tying  a  polypus  of  the  uterus,  will  be  de- 
bly  exhausted,  suffered  little  pain  during  the  scribed  hereafter, 
interval  between  the  delivery  and  the  time  I 

was  called  to  see  her.  On  passing  my  hand  On  Rupture  qf  the  Uterus. 
into  the  vagina,  I  found  its  upper  part  com-  This  may  take  place  in  any  part  of  the 
pletely  occupied  with  the  fundus,  and  a  por-  walls  of  the  uterus,  but  it  is  most  frequently 
tion  of  the  body  of  the  uterus,  like  a  soft  observed  in  the  cervix  and  towards  the  sides, 
cricket-ball.  So  firmly  was  the  neck  of  the  or  behind  in  the  part  corresponding  with  the 
uterus  contracted  above,  that  all  my  efforts,  promontory  of  the  sacrum.  The  rent  may 
which  were  long  continued,  to  reduce  or  have  a  longitudinal  direction,  or  it  may  take 
pushup  the  inverted  uterus,  were  unavailing,  a  transverse,  or  oblique,  or  curved  course, 
and  the  uterus  remains  now,  I  believe,  in  the  When  the  cervix  uteri  is  torn,  the  vagina  is 
same  condition,  and  the  patient  suffers  con-  most  frequently  involved  in  the  mischief, 
tinually  from  pain,  profuse  menorrhagia.  The  edges  of  the  laceration  are  usually  thin 
and  leucorrhoea,  and  will  continue  to  suffer  and  ra^ed,  and  of  a  red  livid  colour,  as  if 
from  these  symptoms  from  the  inverted  ute-  gangrenous.  Where  the  rupture  is  exten- 
rus  during  the  remainder  of  her  life.  There  sive,  and  is  situated  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
is  the  greatest  probability  that  if  the  same  uterus,  the  foetus,  with  the  placenta  and 
efforts  to  reduce  the  uterus  had  been  made  membranes,  are  sometimes  forced  out  of  the 
within  a  flew  hours  after  the  displacement  cavity  of  the  uterus,  through  the  rent,  into 
occurred,  they  would  have  been  perfectly  the  sac  of  the  peritoneum ;  and  if  the  hand 
successfid.  If  you  should  meet,  therefore,  be  applied  to  the  abdomen,  the  different 
with  such  a  case,  the  symptoms  of  which  parts  of  the  child  can  be  distinctly  felt 
would  be  the  absence  of  the  fundus  uteri  in  through  the  parietes. 
the  hypogastrium,  hsemorrhage,  pain,  and  In  all  cases  of  difficult  and  protracted  la- 
the tumor  in  the  vagina,  pass  the  hand  at  hour,  where  an  obstacle  is  presented  to  the 
once  within  the  vagina,  grasp  the  inverted  progress  of  the  child,  which  the  uterus  has 
portion  of  the  uterus,  and  firmly  compress  not  power  to  overcome,  the  occurrence  of 
its  upper  part  with  the  fingers  like  a  homial  fieital  rupture  of  its  coats  is  the  accident  we 
sac,  and  force  it  back,  and  carry  the  hand  have  most  to  dread.  It  is  of  no  iuvi^octaa^ 
forward  into  the  cavity  to  be .  sore  that  the  whethiec  the  ^^iovQ»T^as2ni\MX:«^xx.^^  ^d^^ 
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and  pelvis  depends  upon  an  onfeyourable  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  utenis  was  finiD- 
position  of  the  child  itself,  as  in  arm  and  jured,  although  the  muscular  sabstanoe  of 
shoulder  presentationSi  hydrocephalus  or  the  cenrix  was  extensively  ruptured.  One 
ascites,  distortion  of  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  singuhir  case  occurred  in  the  hospital,  pre- 
or  tumors  of  the  ovaria  and  uterus,  malig-  cisely  similar  to  that  recorded  by  Dr.  Jolm 
nant  disease  of  the  os  uteri,  or  cicatrices  of  Clarke,  in  the  Transactions  of  a  Society  for 
the  vagina.  The  effect  produced  is  the  the  Improvement  of  Medical  and  Sui^^ical 
same,  whatever  the  cause  of  the  dispropor-  Knowledge,  vol.  iii.  where  the  patient  died 
tion  may  be ;  and  the  upper  part  of  the  with  all  the  symptoms  of  ruptured  ntems. 
uterus  often  goes  on  contracting,  until  it  On  examination,  however,  no  rupture  could 
forces  the  head  of  the  child,  or  the  whole  be  discovered ;  but  on  throwing  forward  the 
body  and  placenta,  through  its  walls  into  fundus  uteri  numerous  lacerations  ware  ob- 
the  abdominal  cavity  among  the  intestines,  served  in  the  peritoneal  covering  of  its  pos* 
The  reason  why  the  lower  part  of  the  uterus  terior  surface ;  the  injury  being  confined  to 
is  most  frequently  lacerated  is  obvious.  In  this  membrane.  I  have  never  seen  an  in- 
labour  it  is  the  fundus  and  body  only  which  stance  where  the  fundus  was  ruptured  ;  nor 
contract ;  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  are  re-  did  Dr.  Clarke,  during  his  residence,  in  the 
laxed.  The  lower  part  is  in  a  state  of  re-  hospital,  meet  with  such  an  occurrence." 
laxation;  and  when  the  head  of  the  child  Soon  after  the  occurrence  of  this  dan- 
here  meets  with  a  resistance  from  the  dis-  gerous  accident  the  labour-pains  diminish 
torted  pelvis,  which  cannot  be  overcome,  it  greatly  in  strength,  or  entirely  cease,  the 
is  forced  laterally  or  posteriorly,  by  the  presenting  part  of  the  child  recedes,  hsemor- 
pressure  above,  through  the  walls  of  the  rhage  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  takes  place 
uterus ;  the  coats  burst  over  the  head  as  a  from  the  vagina,  and  it  is  evident  firom  the 
small  soft  glove  does  when  drawn  hastily  collapse  of  the  features  that  a  serious  inter- 
upon  the  hand,  or  the  hand  is  roughly  nal  injury  has  been  inflicted  on  some  vital 
pushed  into  it.  organ ;  the  respiration  becomes  hurried  and 
*' There  is  one  fact,"  observes  Dr.  Collins,  laborious,  the  pulse  rapid  and  feeble,  the 
**  which  clearly  shews  disproportion  to  be  a  extremities  and  the  whole  surface  cold,  and 
frequent  cause,  namely,  its  being  oftener  met  vomiting  of  dark-coloured  fluid  matters,  like 
with  in  the  expulsion  of  male  children ;  thus  coffee-grounds,  takes  place, 
of  thirty-four  cases  which  I  am  about  to  These  are  tbe  symptoms  by  which  yon 
state,  twenty- :hree  of  the  children  were  will  recognize  laceration  of  the  uterus  during 
males ;  and  of  about  twenty  mentioned  by  labour,  and  which  sometimes  takes  place 
Dr.  M'Keever,  fifteen  were  males.  This  is  without  any  precursory  signs.  The  pains 
satisfactorily  accounted  for  by  the  greater  ar6  not  so  violent  as  to  lead  to  any  suspicion 
size  of  the  male  head,  as  proved  by  accurate  of  what  is  about  to  occur;  the  uterus  may 
measurements  made  by  Dr.  Joseph  Clarke,  be  torn  extensively  before  the  patient  has 
which  may  be  seen  in  his  second  letter  to  been  twenty-four  hours  in  labour,  and  where 
Dr.  Price.  Of  sixty  male  and  sixty  female  there  has  been  nothing  peculiar  observed  in 
children  bom  at  the  full  time.  Dr.  Clarke  the  character  of  thejpains,  and  nothing  like 
found  that  the  average  circumference  in  the  irregular  violent  spasmodic  contractions  of 
males  was  fourteen  inches,  and  in  the  females  the  uterus  around  the  body  of  the  child ; 
thirteen  inches  and  five-eighths ;  the  arch  from  the  accident  may  happen  without  the  patient 
ear  to  ear  over  the  crown  was  seven  and  a  quar-  feeling  any  peculiar  pain  or  sensation  of 
ter  inches  in  the  males,  and  only  seven  one-  tearing  of  the  parts  within,  and  where  no 
fifth  inches  in  the  females.  Of  the  one  sound  is  heard  either  by  herself  or  by  those 
hundred  and  twenty  examined,  there  were  around  her.  But  if  rupture  of  the  uterus  has 
only  six  where  the  circumference  of  the  head  taken  place  in  some  cases  without  any  pre- 
exceeded  fourteen  and  a  half  inches,  all  of  monitory  symptoms,  there  is  reason  to 
which  were  males.  This  difference  may  ap-  believe  that  it  has  happened  in  many  where 
pear  trifling,  but  in  a  practical  point  of  view  it  might  have  been  foreseen  and  prevented, 
it  is  of  vast  importance,  especially  where  any  What  can  be  expected  to  occur  but  rupture 
diminution  in  the  size  of  the  pelvis  exists."  of  the  uterus  where  the  hand  is  rudely  forced 
"The  part  that  most  usually  gives  way  is  at  the  up  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  to  turn  the 
junction  of  the  cervix  uteri  with  the  vagina,  child,  when  the  organ  is  firmly  contracted 
either  anteriorly  or  posteriorly ;  and,  accord-  around  its  body,  and  the  liquor  amnii  has 
ing  to  my  experience,  equally  in  both  situa-  been  long  discharged  ?  What  else  can  be 
tions.  Of  thirty-four  cases  that  occurred  looked  for  but  laceration  of  the  uterus  and 
in  the  hospital,  in  thirteen  the  injury  was  in  vagina  where  the  blades  of  the  forceps  are 
the  posterior  part ;  in  twelve,  anteriorly  or  pushed  up  between  the  head  and  a  deformed 
posteriorly  ;  in  two,  laterally  ;  in  one  the  pelvis,  before  the  os  uteri  is  more  than  half 
mouth  of  the  womb  was  torn  ;  and  in  six  dilated  ?  In  cases  of  distorted  pelvis,  where 
t/te  particular  seat  of  the  laceration  was  not  the  head  of  the  child  has  been  allowed  to 
described,    Jn  nine  of  the  thirty-four  cases  rtnxaxa  man^  bo>xT«  jammed  in  the  brimi 
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wbere  the  promontory  of  the  sacmm  projects  angular  stone  or  body  which  is  directed 

in  the  form  of  a  sharp  angle,  and  the  sacro-  against  the  umbilicus,  a  third  falls  with 

pubic  diameter  is  much  reduced,  fatal  lacera-  violence  upon  the  abdomen ;  in  all  these 

tion  of  the  posterior  part  of  the  uterus  is  cases  the  uterus  is  ruptured,  and  the  foetus 

what  we  have  just  reason  to  apprehend,  if  we  passes  partially  or  completely  into  the  peri- 

do  not,  in  proper  time,  relieve  the  patient  toneal  sac.    The  contusion,  in  these  cases, 

by  the  operation  of  craniotomy.     In  a  de-  has  sometimes  not  led  to  immediate  lacera- 

formed  pelvis,   where  the  head  has    long  tion;  this  has  taken  place  afterwards,  on 

remained  in  the  same    position,   and  the  makii^  an  effort  or  raising  a  weight.     In  a 

abdomen  is  tense,  and  the  different  parts  of  case  of  contraction  of  the  cervix  uteri,  with 

the  child  can  be  felt  remarkably  distinct,  retention  of  the  placenta,  the  hand  of  the 

and  the  labour  pains  occur  at  short  intervals  practitioner  was  forced  through  the  coats  of 

and  with   unusual  intensity,   and  produce  the  uterus,  and  the  woman  soon  died.'' 

more  suffering  than  labour  pains  usually  do,  TVeaiment  qf  rupture  of  the  uterus,-^ 

making  the  patient  exclaim  that  she  is  about  Where  the  head  of  the  child  presents,  and 

to  burst,  rupture  of  the  uterus  will  probably  rupture  of  the  uterus  takes  place,  the  best 

take  place,  if  the  labour  is  allowed  to  proceed  plan  is  without  delay  to  deliver  with  the 

and  no  treatment  is  employed.     It  was  sup-  perforator  and  crotchet ;  and  to  prevent  the 

posed  by  La  Motte,  Levret,  and  Cranz,  that  child,  during  the  operation,  from  passing 

the  violent  movements  of  the  child  could  through  the  rent  into  the  peritoneal  sac, 

rupture  the  uterus ;  but  the  child  is  entirely  pressure  should  be  made  over  the  fundus 

passive  when  this  occurs.  uteri,  and  the  opening  made  in  the  head  in 

Softening  of  the  uterus,  by  chronic  in-  the  most  gentle  manner.     I  have  seen  no 

flammation  or  some  other  morbid  process,  case  of  ruptured  uterus  in  which  it  was 

appears  occasionally  to  take  place  in  the  possible  to  deliver  with  the  forceps;  and  I 

latter  months  of  pregnancy,  which  renders  it  am  not  aware  that  any  case  of  ruptured 

liable  to  spontaneous  rupture  when  labour  uterus  has  been  recorded  in  which  a  living 

commences.   A  rent  has  sometimes  occurred,  child     was    delivered    with    the    forceps, 

with  fatal  internal  haemorrhage    probably  **  Efforts    have    frequently  been  made  to 

from  the  same  cause,  as  early  as  the  period  deliver  with  the  forceps  in  such  cases,"  says 

of  quickening,  before  the  uterus  had  begun  Dr.  Collins,  **  but  this  instrument  is  seldom 

to  contract.  This  preparation  [exhibiting  it]  applicable,  as  the  introduction  of  the  blades 

now  upon  the  table  was  taken  from  the  body  generally  forces  the  head  out  of  our  reach ; 

of  a  woman  who  died  from  spontaneous  rup-  besides,  but  little  would  be  thus  gained,  for 

ture  of  the  uterus,  who  had  been  delivered  the  child  dies  shortly  after  rupture  takes 

with  the  forceps  in  a  former  labour.    The  place ;  the  ^mensions,  too,  of  the  pelvis  are 

presentation  was  natural ;  there  was  no  dis-  in  such  cases  for  the  most  part  defective ; 

tortion  of  the  pelvis ;  but  towards  the  end  all  which  circumstances  would  seem  strongly 

of  the  first  stage  of  labour  the  pains  ceased,  opposed  to  this  mode  of  delivery.     In  three 

the  presenting  part  receded  beyond  the  reach  of  the  thirty-four  cases  above  alluded  to 

of  the  finger,  considerable  hiemorrhage  fol-  attempts  were  carefully  made  to  deliver  with 

lowed,   and   dark-coloured  vomiting    took  the  forceps,  but  without    success."      Dr. 

place,  and  she  died  undelivered.    Tliis  was  Bums  is  of  a  different  opinion.     He  says 

the  history  of  the  case  which  I  received  from  the  child  may  live  for  hours,  after  nip- 

the  midwife.     I  examined  the  body,  and  ture  of  the  uterus,  if  the  placenta  be  not 

found  the  whole  contents  of  the  uterus  in  detached,   or    the    hemorrhage    great.     If 

the  peritoneal  sac,  with  very  little  blood,  the  head  have  entered  the  pelvis,   and  be 

There  was  an  immense  rent  in  the  lower  within  reach  of  the  forceps,  we  must  cau- 

part  of  the  uterus  and  vagina  on  the  left  tionsly  introduce  the  blades,  taking  great 

side,  the  edge  of  which  was  of  a  dark  red  care  not  to  press  up  the  hcAd  or  make  it 

colour,  and  as  soft  as  jelly.    This  softening  recede.    From  this  hazard,  and  from  ob- 

had  affected  a  considerable  part  of  the  uterus,  serving    that   in    such   cases  the  child  is 

and  was  not  the  result  of  decomposition,  generally  dead,  it  has  been  advised,  by  good 

Dr.  Merriman  has  related  a  similar  case ;  authorities,  to  perforate  the  head ;  but  if  we 

and  the  uterus  which  I  saw  in  the  recent  have  no  other  inducement  to  use  the  per- 

state  had  undergone  a  process  of  softening  forator,  I  should  consider  that,  unless  the 

in  the  muscular  coat  at  the  part  where  the  head  be  high,  the  forceps  would  be  as  safe 

laceration  existed.  in  this  respect. 

The  uterus  has  been  torn  by  various  kinds  If  the  child  has  passed  entirely  from  the 

of  external  violence  applied  to  the  abdomen,  cavity  of  the  uterus  into  the  peritoneal  sac, 

and  it  is  reported  to  have  occurred  from  a  an  attempt  should  be  made  without  delay  to 

violent  fit  of  passion.    "A  woman,*'  says  extract  it,  by  introducing  the  hand  into  the 

M.  Desormeaux,  "  has  the  abdomen  strongly  cavity  and  through  the  rent  in  the  uterus, 

pressed  between  the  wall  and  a  carriage,  grasping  the  feet  and  drawing  the  child  back 

another  b  thrown  down  by  a  horse  upon  an  into  the  uterus^  and  dfiVr^vsv^  «^  Sbx  '^^ 
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common  operation  of  taming.    In  the  fol-  greater  nnmber  of  cases  recorded  bysathors, 

lowing  case,  related  by  Dr.  Blnndell,  re-  in  which  this  event  took  place,  were  cases  of 

oovery  took  place  under  these  circamstances.  extra-uterine  gestation,  and  that  the  foetus 

*'A  woman  in   this    neighbourhood/'    he  had  never  been  within  the  cavity  of  the 

says,  *' had  a  contraction  of  the  pelvis.     It  uterus.      But  in  Dr.  Cheston's  case  the 

was  a  case  that  occurred  to  one  of  your-  foetus  had   undoubtedly  been   within    the 

selves,  but  no  blame  attached  to  its  manage-  cavity  of  the  uterus,  for  he  states  that,  after 

ment.    I  was  called  in,  in  consequence  of  acute  labour  pains,  symptoms  of  ruptured 

collapse  of  the  strength ;  and  when  I  ex-  uterus  took  plaoe,  and  that  the  presenting 

amined  I  found  the  child  lying  in  the  peri-  part  receded.    The  foetus  remahied  many 

toneal  sac,  distinct  firom  the  uterus,  the  years  in  the  abdomen,  and  became  oovered 

aperture  of  which  was  contracted,  and  I  with  a  layer  of  calcareous  matter, 

found  further  a  large  transverse  rent  oppo-  In  1814,  Dr.  M'Keever  published  an  in- 

site  to  the  bladder.    Well,  in  this  case,  teresting  case  of  recovery  after  lacerated 

agreeably  to  the  rule,  I  determined  to  turn,  uterus,  which  shews  the  power  which  nature 

and  for  this  purpose  introducing  my  hand  possesses  in  some  individuals  to  repair  the 

into    the    peritoneal  sac,   I  perceived  the  most  dreadful  injuries.      A    stout    young 

intestines,  felt  the  beat  of  the  large  ab-  woman    had  the    uterus    ruptured   during 

bominal  arteries,  touched  the  edge  of  the  labour  which  continued  nearly  thirty  hours* 

liver,  and  ultimately  reaching  the  feet  of  the  and  nearly  four  feet  of  intestine  protruded 

child,  I  withdrew  it  by  the  operation  of  into  the  vagina,  and  sloi^hed  off  on  the  16th 

taming,  subsequently  abstracting  the  pla-  day  after  the  accident.    For  about  two  years 

oenta  and  membranes,  the  woman  recovering  the  patient  voided  all  the  fieces  through  the 

hi  a  few  weeks  afterwards.  About  five  years  breech  in  the  uterus.    At  the  concluak>n  of 

after  the  recovery  I  saw  her,  not  so  vigorous  that  period  the  feces  took  their  natural 

as   before    the   accident,  but  neverUieless  coarse.     Eighteen  months  afterirards  the 

tolerably  well.    On  very  careftil  examination  woman  conceived,  and  has  since  at  the  foil 

at  this  time  the  os  uteri  was  found  to  pre-  time  been  safely  delivered  of  a  small  feeble 

sent  the  natural  characters,  and  not  a  vestige  child.     I  have  already  related  to  you  the 

of  a  cicatrix  was  discoverable  in  the  vagina  history  of  a  case  of  rupture  of  the  uterus 

any  where  above  or  below.    The  rupture,  from  hydrocephalus  in  the  foetus,  similar  in 

therefore,  had  been  above,  in  the  uterus  some  respects  to  the  preceding  case,  whidi 

itself.    When,  in  this  case,  my  hand  was  fell  under  my  observation  on  the  22d  of 

introduced  to  turn  the  foetus,  the  womb,  June,  1842.     If  the  patient  is  delivered  aftor 

large  as  a  child's  head,  was  felt  lying  upon  rupture  of  the  uterus,  and  survives  the  im- 

the  promontory  of  the  sacrum,  above  and  mediate  shock  of  the  accident,  it  should  be 

behind  the  rent.'*  remembered  that  she  is  liable  to  peri^  firom 

If  a  considerable  period  has  elapsed  after  an  attack  of  peritoneal  inflammation  and 

the  accident,  and  the  uterus  has  contracted  suppuration  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 

so  closely  that  the  hand  cannot  be  passed  uterus, 
through  the  orifice  and  the  rent,  the  best 

practice  would  be  to  leave  the  case  to  nature.  Extravasation  qf  Blood  inio  the  Lakim, 
Some  have  recommended  gastrotomy  under  One  of  the  labia  pudendi  sometimes  be- 
these  circumstances ;  but  the  child  is  already  comes  suddenly  and  excessively  distended 
dead,  and  the  mother  could  hardly  be  ex-  with  blood  during  labour,  or  soon  after  the 
pected  to  survive  after  such  an  operation,  birth  of  the  child,  firom  rapture  of  varicose 
But  I  had  nearly  forgotten  to  mention  that  veins  or  other  vessels.  The  labium  becomes 
the  Cesarean  section  was  actually  proposed  of  a  dark  livid  colour,  and  as  large  as  the 
by  Cranz  where,  from  the  size  of  the  head  head  of  a  chUd  in  a  very  short  time,  and  a 
and  dimensions  of  the  pelvis,  there  were  great  quantity  of  blood  is  sometimes  lost, 
symptoms  merely  threatening  rupture  of  the  firom  the  inner  surfece  of  the  labium  beoom- 
utenis,  and  before  rupture  had  positively  ing  lacerated.  Its  situation  on  one  side,  and 
taken  place ;  and  that  he  considered  it  a  its  dark  colour,  will  prevent  you  from  sup- 
great  honour  to  have  been  the  first  to  make  posing  that  it  is  the  foetal  membranes  pro- 
this  barbarous  proposfil.  "  J'aurais  encore  trading,  or  a  hernial  tumor.  Dr.  Dewees 
ici  la  gloire,"  he  says,  **d'avoir  propose  le  states,  that  if  the  bursting  of  the  inner  surfece 
premier  I'usage  d'un  moyen  dont  personne  of  the  labium  does  not  take  place  in  the  first 
avant  moi  n'avoit  eu  I'id^  pour  le  cas  dont  instance,  the  tumor  is  sure  to  yic^in  a  short 
il  s'agit. '  *  tame  from  gangrene.  When  the  part  sloughs, 

If  the  foetus  has  escaped  into  the  peritoneal  he  says,  it  exposes  a  large  surface  of  ooagn- 

cavity,  and  is  allowed  to  remain  there,  the  lated  blood,  which  quickly  becomes  decom- 

patient  may  recover  without  gastrotomy,  posed  and  fbetid.     If  the  parts  do  not  give 

and   the    foetus  be   afterwards    discharged  way  the  pain  is  agonising :  fever  of  an  active 

throvgh  an  ulcerated  opening  in  the  parietes  kind  is  excited,  delirium  takes  phice,  and 

of  the  abdomen.    It  is  probable  that  the  the\»atienl*a^a£«.\A^T«a!tV3^x^<^ai^^        Uer 
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safferingg  are  aogmented  by  the  retention  of  yaricose  iwelling.      Immediately  after  the 

urine,  and  nothing  givea  relief  but  a  free  expulsion  of  the  child,  the  external  parts  be- 

incision  into  the  tumor  to  give  vent  to  the  came  enormously  swollen,  and  at  length  the 

extravasated  blood.   This  should  be  done,  he  integuments  gave  way  at  one  point,  and  an 

thinks,  before  the  process  of  ulceration  has  alarming  haemorrhage  took  place.   Professor 

commenced,  or  the  chance  of  bursting.  The  Rieche  immediately  applied  rags  dipped  in 

urine  should  then  be  drawn  off  by  pressing  cold  water,  which  arrested  the  flow  of  blood, 

the  enlarged  labium  to  one  side,  and  Intro-  and  the  exhausted  strength  of  the  patient 

duciog  the  catheter,  and  warm  fomentations  was  then  supported  by  sinapisms  to  both 

to  the  hands  and  feet ;  but  the  progress  of  legs,  and  by  a  cordial  medicine  exhibited  fre- 

the   symptoms    is  sometimes  so  rapid  as  quenUy.   Another  woman,  et.  46,  mother  of 

scarcely  to  allow  time  for  the  administration  eight  children,  suddenly  expired  in  labour, 

of  remedies.     In  the  Archives  G^n^rales  de  Dr.  Cams  found  the  head  of  the   child 

Medecine,  August  1834,  several  cases  are  detained  in  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis:   he 

related.     A  woman,  aged  41,  pregnant  with  delivered  it  with  the  forceps,  but  not  with- 

her  fifth  child,  was  seized  with  labour  pains,  out  considerable  difficulty ;   for  the  pelvis 

which  gradually  abated  after  the  liquor  amnii  was  confined.      On  introducing  the  hand 

was  discharged.     In  a  short  time,  however,  afterwards  to  extract  the  placenta,  he  found 

a  violent  pain  was  experienced,  and  the  left  near  the  cervix   of  the  uterus  a  ruptured 

labium  became  enormously  swollen  and  dis-  varicose  tumor ;  the  rent  was  about  1^  inch 

coloured.     The  tumor  soon  burst,   and  a  long,  and  the  extent  of  the  cavity  about  two 

great  quantity  of  dark-coloured  blood  was  inches  all  round. 

discharged.  She  became  exhausted,  and  soon  On  the  13th  of  January,  1840,  a  patient 
died  in  convulsions.  Tbero  was  a  laceration  of  the  Saint  Maiylebone  Infirmary,  with 
on  the  inner  surface  of  the  labium  an  inch  slight  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  was  in  labour, 
and  a  half  in  length,  through  which  the  and  the  fiace  presented  and  became  jammed 
finger  could  be  passed  into  a  large  cavity  in  the  brim.  Violent  uterine  action  was 
containing  coagulated  blood.  On  the  right  allowed  to  continue  many  hours,  the  head 
labium  and  inner  surface  of  both  thighs  being  too  high  for  the  forceps,  when  the 
there  were  varicose  veins.  In  another  case  right  labium  became  enormously  distended 
the  labour  had  lasted  upwards  of  twenty  with  blood,  and  burst  on  the  inner  surface, 
hours,  when  the  right  labium  was  found  and  a  great  haemorrhage  took  place.  When 
greatly  distended  and  discoloured,  and  blood  I  first  saw  the  patient  the  haemorrhage  was 
was  dropping  firom  its  inner  surface.  The  supposed  to  proceed  from  the  uterus,  but  on 
patient  died  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  A  rent  making  an  examination  I  felt  the  labium 
two  inches  in  length  was  found  on  the  inner  '  immensely  enlarged,  and  my  wrist  was 
surfoce  of  the  right  labium,  which  led  into  a  covered  with  blood.  It  was  evident  that  the 
cavity  nearly  four  inches  in  circumference,  patient  would  soon  have  died  had  the 
and  which  extended  under  the  os  pubis,  and  haemorrhage  not  been  arrested.  The  dis- 
on  the  outer  side  of  the  ascending  ramus :  charge  of  blood  was  checked  by  strong  pres- 
at  the  bottom  of  this  sac  was  seen  the  sure  with  a  sponge  over  the  rent,  while  I 
ruptured  orifice  of  the  varix.  There  was  opened  and  extracted  the  head.  Cold  appli- 
distortion  of  the  pelvis.  Dr.  Elbert  was  cations  were  afterwards  made  to  the  part, 
summoned  to  the  assistance  of  another  and  when  the  haemorrhage  had  ceased 
woman  in  labour,  but  she  had  just  expired  emollient  poultices,  and  she  recovered 
on  reaching  the  house.  She  was  34  years  of  rapidly.  On  the  2d  November,  1841, 1  saw 
age,  and  the  mother  of  seven  children.  The  in  consultation  Mrs. ,  who  was  far  ad- 
labour  had  begun  favourably,  and  the  pains  vanced  in  pregnancy,  and  had  suffered  much 
had  been  at  first  regular  and  steady.  On  a  during  the  latter  months  from  a  varicose 
sudden  the  woman  felt  that  a  quantity  of  state  of  the  veins  of  the  right  foot,  leg, 
fluid  was  running  away  from  her,  but  she  thigh,  and  labium.  For  six  weeks  the  right 
thought  it  was  the  waters ;  the  nurse,  how-  labium  had  been  much  enlarged,  and  a  pain- 
ever,  found  that  it  was  blood.  In  half  an  Ail  circumscribed  swelling  had  formed  in  it 
hour  the  patient  -  expired.    On  the  right  like  an  abscess,  with  throbbing,  which  led 

labium,  wUch  was  swollen  and  livid,  were  Mr. to  open  it  with  a  lancet :  when 

seen  thjree  ragged  wounds ;  through  each  of    this  was  done  a  small  quantity  of  venous 

these  the  finger  could  be  passed  into  a  large  blood  escaped,  but  no  pus  ;  and  soon  after 
cavity,  which  still  oontaiiied  a  quantity  of    the  labium  b^^  to  enlarge  and  assume  a 

black  coagulated  blood.     On  the  left  labium  dark  livid  colour.   It  had  attained  nearly  the 

and  both  thighs  were  numerous  distended  size  of  a  child's  head  when  I  saw  the  patient, 
veins.  and  was  as  black  as  one's  hat,  and  was  so 

In  all  these  cases  death  took  place  before  tense  that  it  threatened  to  burst.     It  was 

delivery,  and  the  children  were  dead  when  evident  the  haemorrhage  was  still  going  on. 

.  extracted.     In  the  fourth  case  the  delivery  To  arrest  the  dischar^  the  l«b»vaiccL  ^«^& 
had  taken  place  before  the  mptnre  of  the    covered  intii  ^Vecea  ^l  vc&  ^^^^i^  ^^ca.  >qwiX 
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effect,  for  the  effusion  soon  ceased,  and  on  devout  and  pious  exordium,  and  a  spe* 

the  following  morning  the  labour  came  on,  cification  of  certain  bequests,  proceeds 

and  was  completed  by  the  natural  efforts  — «  I   bequeath   to  my  daugnter    my 

without    a    renewal    of   the    htemorrhage.  wife's  gown  of  black  velvet ;  to  my  son 

Rapid  absorption  of  the  extravasated  blood  Henry  my  own  gown  of  tawny  taffita ; 

took  place,  and  the  patient  speedily   re-  ^  ^^y  g^n  Richard  my  ward,  Margaret 

^V'lt      . ,    ^     T  1.  «           J  .  Lowthe.  which  I  bought  of  my  Loid 

In  the  next  lecture  I  shall  proceed  to  con-  ^f  Norfolk,  to  marry  h?r  himself  if  they 

sider  the  Diseases  of  Puerperal  Women.  ^^^j^  ^.^  ^^  ^^  contented;  but  if  not, 

I  will  that  he  shall  have  the  wardship 

EARLY  MARRIAGES  SO  COMMON  and  marriage  of  her,  with  all  the  ad- 

IN  ORIENTAL  COUNTRIES  NO  vantages  and  profits."* 

PROOF  OF  EARLY  PUBERTY.  Sir  Reginald  Bray,  Knight  of  the 

„    -        „                _,  Garter,  August   4,    1503,    bequeaths, 

By  John  Roberton,  Esq.  ^^^g   ^^^^^  iten,3  ^f  property,   two 

[Concluded  from  p.  615.]  wards,  in  these  terms :   "  Whereas  I 

have  in    my  keeping  Elizabeth   and 

It    has    been   already  observed   that  Agnes,  daughters  and  heirs  of  Henry 

the  marriage  of  a  ward  was  often  put  Lovell,  Esq.  I  will  that  Elizabeth  be 

up  to  sale  by  the  guardian.    "  In  the  married  to  one  of  my  nephews,  son  to 

Pipe  Rolls  of  28, 29,  and  30,  Heniy  1 1,  my  brother  John  Bray,  and  that  the 

Robert  dc  Were,  called  son  of  Robert,  said  Agnes  to  another  son  of  my  said 

son   of  Harding,   accounted  for  fifty  brother."! 

marks,  and  a  eolden  cup  of  the  value  John  Colet.  the  Dean  of  St.  PaaPs, 

of  forty  marks,  for  having  the  daughter  August  22,  1519,  wills,  '*  all  those  my 

of  Robert  de  Gant  in  ward."*  lands  and  tenements,  rents,  services, 

In  some  cases  the  sale  brought  a  wards,  marriages,  reliefs,  &c.  &c.  in  the 
large,  in  others  a  moderate  sum :  Wil-  tow^ns,  fields,  and  morasses  of  Chip- 
liam,  Bishop  .of  Ely,  gave  220  marks  pesby,  &c.  in  the  county  of  Norfolk."  J 
that  he  might  have  the  custody  of  Ste-  Sir  Thomas  Wyndham,  Knight,  Oc- 
phen  de  Beauchamp,  and  might  marry  tober  12th,  13  Henry  VIII.  1522,  be- 
nim  to  whom  he  pleased.  John,  Earl  queaths  to  certain  parties  "  all  my 
of  Lincoln,  gave  Henry  III.  3000  wards  and  marriages  now  bought  by 
marks  to  have  the  marriage  of  Richard  me,  with  all  advowsons  by  any  means 
de  Clare  for  the  benefit  of  Matilda,  his  belongincf  to  me,  &c.  in  the  counties 
eldest  daughter ;  and  Simon  de  Mont-  of  Norfolk  and  Yorkshire."! 
ford  gave  the  same  king  10,000  marks  It  would  seem  that  the  dread  of  ward- 
(equal  to  £100,000  at  present),  to  have  ship  and  marriage  sometimes  operated 
the  custody  of  the  lands  and  heir  of  with  parents  in  marrying  their  child  at 
Gilbert  de  Unfranville,  with  the  heir's  a  tender  age,  with  a  view  to  evade  this 
marriage ;  and  Hugh  de  Flammerville  oppressive  law.  Thus  Mamice,  fourth 
profifered  £10  for  the  custody  of  his  Lord  Berkeley,  was  knighted  at  7*11 
sister  with  her  land.  In  Maddox's  and  was  married  at  8  years  old  to  Eli- 
History  and  Antiquities  of  the  Exche-  zabeth,  daughter  of  Hugh,  Lord  Spen- 
guer,  the  reader  who  is  curious  will  cer,  then  but  8  years  3d,  the  reason 
find  a  lengthy  list  of  sales,  such  as  the  being  that  early  marrias^e  prevented 
above,  in  Chapter  X.  "  of  the  Crown  wardship,  the  payment  of  a  large  fine 
Revenue."!  to  the  king,  and  assisted  the  party's 

The  most  curious  thing  connected  own  affairs  with  interest  and  powenol 

with  the  treatment  of  this  species  of  connections.     This  instance  happened 

property  is  the  extremely  cool  manner  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.     From  a 

m  whicn  wards  are  bequeathed  along    

with  ordinary  goods  and  chattels :  thus  -JnT^tt!*^  •'^5»  bein^  miMtratipM  from 
c;*  T^v,«  nl.-£^ii»  ir  •  vl  •  vi  ^^nSlM  of  Mannen,  Ciutoiiis,  fcc  from  the  rdrn 
M,  .,  ComwalliB,  Knight,  m  his  of  Heniy  the  Semd,  to  tli?tcGe«rion  of  Qween 
WiUofdatc  April  16.  1654  after  a  TOT  .9iabflia»  bv  Nkholu  HAnii  Nicolas,  Emi. 
L__L_Z.^^^Z^  lml8fb.VQliLpagons.   London,  1«S». 

*  Berkeley  ManotcripCii  '  ^^-SlI 

ExtracU  ftom  SmytboVliwi  «d  n  ^  n^ 

by  ThomM  Dudley  FoArafei  wa  Vy  kniflit-serTko  was 

^\«ldox'.  HistcHjor  ^  !5?S%^  ^S^ 
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sabsequententryitis  uncertain  whether  Cicill  should  marry  with  Richard,  the 

or  not  the  juvenile  couple  were  per-  brother  of  the  said  Thomas."* 
mitted  to  cohabit  till  the  age  of  16;        17  Edward  IV.      The  king  creates 

since  at  the  age  of  14  the  young  hus-  Richard,  his  second  son,  Duke  of  York 

band,  it  appears,  was  sent  to  travel  two  and  Norfolk,  &c.,  and  appoints  his  said 

years  in  Spain.*  son  to  marry  with  Anne,  the  daughter 

In  my  paper  in  this  journal  for  July  and  heir  of  John,  late  Duke  of  Nor- 
1842  (Med.  6az.  vol.  xxx.  p.  677)i  on  folk,  "  the  said  Anne  being  then  of  the 
the  period  of  puberty  in  the  negro,  I  age  of  6  years."t 
have  given  a  number  of  instances  (in  a  1536.  Henry  Fitzroy,  Duke  of  Rich- 
note)  of  early  marriage,  chiefly  in  the  mond,  in  Somerset,  married  to  Mary, 
families  of  our  kings,  up  to  the  date  of  daufi^hter  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,,  died, 
the  marriaee  of  Henry  VIII.  with  Ca-  aged  17i  July  24, 1536,  without  issue.  J 
tharine  of  Amigon.  To  these  I  now  1532.  Ehzabeth  Leak  of  Hasland, 
add  some  instances  which  I  have  in  Derbyshire,  was  married,  at  14  years 
gleaned  when  looking  into  family  me-  of  age,  to  Robert  Barley,  of  Barley, 
moirs :  although  not  very  numerous,  Esq.  same  county,  **  who  was  also  very 
they  will  yet  be  found   sufficient  to  young."§ 

establish  the  fact,  that  the  gentry  in        The  mother  of  Catharine  Parr  (the 

general,    and  particularly   the  eldest  last  of  Henry  VII I.th's  wives),  Matilda 

sons,  married  atx>ut  the  age  of  puberty  Green  by  name,  married  Sir  Thomas 

as  late  as  till  the  middle  of  the  seven-  Parr  when  she  was  13.    Catharine,  the 

teenth  century.      The  libraries  of  a  daughter,  was  herself  by  a  family  ar- 

provincial  town  afford  little  scope  com-  rangement  to  have  married  Lord  Scroop 

paratively  for  research  in  this  particu-  when  he  came  to  the  age  of  13,  and 

lar  line  ;  but  inquirers  may  possibly  she  to  12.    This  fell  through,  but  she 

be  incited  by  what  they  find  m  these  did  marry  Lord  Borough,  a  widower, 

pages  to  pursue  the  path  now  opened  when  she  could  not  have  been  much 

up,  in  circumstances  more  favourable  above  12,  since  she  is  found  by  and  by 

to  the  elucidation  of  this  trait  of  old  to  be  a  widow  in  her  fifteenth  year. 

English  manners.  Again,  while  as  yet  under  20,  she  took 

1247.     John,    [eleventh]     Earl    of  for  her  second  husband  Lord  Latimer. 
Warren  and  Surrey,  was  married  a.d.        By  a   solemn    matrimonial    treaty, 

1247,  when  12  years  of  age,  to  Alice,  signed  at  Windsor,  the  Emperor  Charles 

daughter  of  Hu^h  de  Brun,  Earl  of  the  V.  engaged  to  marry  his  cousin,  the 

Marches  of  Aquitaincf  Princess  Mary,  as  soon  as  she  arrived 

1303.    Robert  de  Tatershal  of  Ab-  at  her  1 2th   year.     This   treaty  fell 

kettleby,  Leicestershire,  married  while  through ;  but  Cardinal  Wolsey  endea- 

under  age  Eva,  daughter  of  Robert  de  vourea  to  efiect  a  marriage  between 

Tiptoft,  13  years  old.t  Francis  I.  and  the  same  Princess  Mary, 

1351.    The  Earl  of  Holland  married  she  being  then  only  11, — neither  did 

Maud,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Lan-  this  take  efiect.     The  fair  Geraldine 

caster:  the  lady,  although  a  widow,  was  (of  the  poet   Surrey),   a  lady  of  the 

only  19.S  court  of  Queen  Mary,  is  mamed  to  Sir 

1456.    Manroret,  wife  of  Edmund  Anthony  Brown  when  she  is  16.|| 
Tudor,  was  left  a  widow  and  a  mother        1551.    In  certain  instructions  to  the 

at  the  age  of  14.||  ambassadors  in  France,  of  this  date, 

12  Edward  IV.  We  learn  from  Cot-  they  are  directed  to  inform  the  French 
ton's  Records  that  it  was  accorded  that,  king  that,  on  the  12th  October  of  the 
at  the  age  of  13  years,  Cicill,  only  next  year,  Edward  VI.  would  be  14 
daughter  of  Katharine  (some  time  the  years  old,  and  to  request  that  the  mar- 
wife  of  Bonsile,  Lord  Harrington),  riage  with  the  lady  Elizabeth  (daughter 
should  marry  Thomas,  the  eldest  son  of  the  French  king)  may  take  place 
of  the  Queen,  "  between  whom,  if  there  three  months  after  she  shall  have  at- 
was  no  mutual  society,  that  the  said  tained  the  age  of  12  years.^f 

^  -,_.  ■ — ;:; -r *  Cotton'i  Records  in  the  Tower  of  Londoo, 

*  BeiiceleT  Mamiacriptf,  p.  140-141.  folio,  p.  6B5. 
t  Wataon*!  LIvet  of  the  Earls  of  Warren  and       f  Ibid.  p.  709. 

^iT&/?J-.PvS5-         ..    .    ,,      ,.  ,  :   Conini»iPfcera«.vol.i.p.»l. 

t  Nidiolla'i  Hifltonr  and  Antiquities  of  Leices-         ;  Ibid.  vol.  i.  p.  m 
terehire,  folio,  vol.  U.  p.  17.  These  instances  are  taken  from  Miss  Strick- 

I  I??**'  ISL  *; .     ^.    ^  land's  Lives  of  the  Queens  of  England,  toI.  v. 

I  Miss  Strickland's  Qneois  of  England,  vol.       f  Tytler*sEnf(Uiiduci4ftt\\\«T^^:^^\\Awvi!\ 

IT.  p. ».  VI.  tad  Han,  \«»,  xoV  \.  ^.  "W . 
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1603.    James,  first  Duke  of  Hamil-  that  the  consummation  of  the  marriage 

ton,  bom  1603,  married  the  daughter  would  take  place  about  the  age  of  pu- 

of  the  Earl  of  Denbigh,  he  14,  and  the  berty.*      Thomas,   son    of    William 

bride   7.*      Burnet   says,  "after  the  Marquis      Berkeley,     [Edward      VI.] 

years  for  consummating  the  intended  when  5  years  old,  was  contracted  by 

marria^  were  over,  he  was  forced  to  it  his  father  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Aone, 

not  witnout  ereat  aversion,  occasioned.  Countess    of    Pembroke.f       Maurice, 

partly,  by  tne  disproportion  of  their  fourth  Lord  Berkeley  (whose   case  has 

ages,  and  partly  by  some  other  secret  been  already  mentioned),  married  at  8, 

consideration."  his  wife  beine  of  the  same  age.     Mau- 

1629.  Lord  Thurles  married  his  rice,  sixth  Lord  Berkeley,  8  Henry 
cousin,  Elizabeth  Preston,  (a  king's  VIII.,  "bought  of  the  King  the  ward- 
ward,)  only  child  of  Riclmrd  Earl  of  ship  of  the  body  and  lands  of  John, 
Desmond,  aged  14.  t  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  Berkeley 

A.  D.  1667.      Lady  Diana    Russell  of  Stoke;    and,  by  his  will,  directed 

was  married  to  Sir  Grevil  Verney  when  that  he  should  be  married  at  16  years 

she  was  aged  15  years. :(  of  age  to  Isabele  Dennys,  his  sister's 

1680.      Elizabeth,    sole    heiress   of  daughter ;  and  if  she  should  refuse,  to 

Joseline  Percy,  Duke  of  Northumber-  Helen  her  sister,  and  so  to  Margaret 

land,  was  married  to  Henry  Cavendish,  her    sister."|       Lady    Catharine,    a 

Earl    of  Ogle,    who,    however,    died  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Surry,  was 

before  he  was  of  age  to  cohabit  with  married  at  16  years  of  age  to  one  of  the 

her.§  Berkeleys,    "oy  the    bedside  of  her 

1663.    Elizabeth,  Countess  of  Bridg-  grandfather,  the  Duke  of  Norvolk,  as 

water,  died  this  year  in  the  37th  year  he  lay  in  his  bed,  then  arown  weak 

of  her  age,  having  been  married  at  the  with    age   and    sickne8s.''§      Geoige, 

age  of  13.JI  Lord   Berkeley,    [12  James   I.,]   was 

These  scattered  instances  of  early  married  to  Elizabeth,  second  daughter 

marriage,  gleaned  at  random  from  a  and  co-heir  of  Sir  Nicholas  Stanhope, 

variety    of  sources,  are    not  without  in  the  church  of  Great  St.  BarthoTo- 

interest ;  but  a  clearer  and  more  pre-  mew,  London,  and,  in  the  presence  of 

else  idea  as  to  the  prevalence  of  this  both  their  parents,  he  being  13  years 

custom  in  families  of  rank  is  obtained  old,  and  she  9.    It  appears  that  the 

when  the  records  of  marriage  in  a  par-  bridegroom  was  sent  to  Christ  Church, 

ticular  family  in  successive  generations  Oxford,  to  study  for  a  time,  his  wife 

are  before  us,  as  in  the  case  of  the  remaining  with  her  father.||       What 

Berkeleys;  from  which  we  shall  see  that  remains,  though  out  of  place  as   to 

the  Lords  Of  Berkelev,  some  a^es  ago,  date,  is  the  most  curious  piece  of  infor- 

differed  in  this  trait  of  manners  little  or  mation  of  any.    Maurice,  third  Lord 

nothing  from  the  nobles  of  Russia,  in  Berkeley,  [Edward  I.]  was  married  at 

the  time  of  the  Einpress  Catharine,  or  8  years  old,  and  a  father  before  he  was 

of  her  predecessor  Peter.  14.    The  historian  adds,  "  more  than  a 

Thomas,  fourth  Lord  Berkeley,  was  dozen  instances  of  paternity  occur 
contracted  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  before  that  agc'^^T 
Gerard  Warren,  Lord  Lisle  [41  Edward  More  than  a  dozen  instances  of  pa- 
ll I.]  Amongst  other  items  in  the  temity  occur,  such  are  the  words  of 
contract  is  this :  "  The  same  Margaret,  the  author  of  the  Lives  of  the  Berkeleys, 
by  reason  of  her  tender  age  (then  before  the  age  of  14.  What  an  insight 
about  7i)  shall  for  ybtir  years  remain  does  such  a  sentence  afford  into  the 
with  her  father,  and  this  Thomas  de  condition  of  families  in  the  fifteenth, 
Berkeley  with  his  father." If  Elizabeth,  sixteenth,  and  seventeenth  centuries, 
only  daughter  and  heir  of  the  aforesaid  when  this  detestable  precocity  was  un- 
Lord  Thomas  Berkeley,  was  contracted  blushingly  encouraged ;  assimilating 
for  marriage  when  she  was  under  7  the  people  of  a  Christian  country,  in 
years  of  age ;  the  husband  Richard  the  this  revoltinc^  feature,  to  the  Pagan 
Earl  of  Warwick.    It  may  be  presumed  inhabitants  of  the  South  Sea  Islands  : 

*  Burnet's  Livei  of  the  Hamiltons,  folio,  p.  408.  *  Ibid.  p.  148. 

t  Coates'B  Life  of  the  DukeofOrmond,  p.7,4to.  t  ^^^^'  P*  1^« 

i  Collins,  vol.  i.  p.  270.  i  Ibid.  p.  175. 

i  Ibid.  vol.  i.  p.  167.  §  Ibid.  p.  205. 

/  Ibid.  vol.  a.  p.  365,  I  Ibid.  p.  217. 

f  Berkeley  MMOUMcriptB,  p.  143.  ^  \bVd.  p.  \\5. 
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recpirding  whom,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ellis  redress  of  these,  and  many  other 
informs  me,  that  the  union  of  the  sexes  enormities  and  abuses,  to  the  great 
is  never,  he  believes,  delayed  so  late  as  comfort  of  all  her  Grace's  loving  and 
the  period  of  puberty.  It  must  have  obedient  subjects."* 
been  a  full  acquaintance  with,  and  Ireland,  placed  on  the  western  ver^ 
strong  perception  of  the  evils  of  this  of  Europe,  and  never  included  within 
nature,  resulting  from  wardship  and  theboundsof  the  Roman  Empire,  from^ 
marriage,  which  could  have  drawn  its  remote  position,  was  comparatively 
from  Grafton,  a  faithful  chronicler  in  little  exposed  to  those  early  migrations 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  the  following  of  energetic  races  from  the  north-east, 
extremely  curious  display  of  humane  by  which  nearly  every  other  Euro]^ean 
and  patnotic  feeling.  country  was  at  aifierent  periods  visited, 
**  it  is  much  lamented  that  wards  and  by  which  the  inhabitants  were 
are  bought  and  sold  as  commonly  as  either  extirpated,  or  renovated  and  im- 
are  beasts;  and  marriages  are  made  proved.  In  this  respect  Ireland  has 
with  them  that  are  many  times  very  undergone  little  change  when  com- 
ungodly ;  for  divers  of  them  beine  of  pared  with  the  island  of  Great  Britain, 
young  and  tender  years,  are  forced  to  and  hence,  (for  reasons  which  will  be 
judge  by  another  man's  aflfection,  to  see  obvious  to  the  student  of  history,  but 
with  another  man's  eye,  and  say  which  it  is  foreigp  to  my  present  object 
yea  with  another  man's  tongue,  and  to  dilate  upon,)  it  wears  the  traces  of  a 
finally  consent  with  another  man's  somewhat  recent  civilization ;  the  po- 
heart  For  none  of  these  senses  be  pulation  in  some  of  the  remoter  districts 
perfected  to  the  parties  in  that  mino-  naving,  even  at  the  present  day,  a  re- 
rity,  and  so  the  election  beinsr  unfree  semblance  in  the  depressed  cranium, 
and  the  years  unripe,  each  of  them,  al-  and  strongly  marked  development  of 
most  of  necessity,  must  hate  the  other,  the  bones  of  the  face,  to  the  rudest 
whom  yet  thev  have  had  no  judgement  varieties  of  our  species, 
to  love.  Ana  certainly  the  common  Amongst  those  evidences  of  a  low 
bargaining  and  selling  of  them  is  to  be  state  of  moral  advancement  which 
abhorred,  uesides  the  shameful  polling  might  be  mentioned,  that  supplied  by 
that  many  use,  which,  if  thev  consent  the  earl^  age  at  which  the  sexes  unite 
not  to  such  as  are  their  sellers,  they  in  marriage  is  not  wanting,  as  we  learn 
shall  be  handled,  as  the  common  say-  from  various  writers  on  tne  social  con- 
ing is,  like  wards^  and  stripped  almost  dition  of  Ireland.  To  Dr  Griffin,  of 
out  of  all  they  have,  when  the  same  Limerick,  in  the  first  place,  we  are  in- 
shonld  do  them  most  good.  God  grant  debted  for  an  interesting  table,  exhibit- 
the  magistrates  may  take  some  eood  ing  the  ages  at  which  735  women  of 
order  therein,  for  surely  it  is  needful,  that  city  married.  Of  this  number 
for  man^  do  use  them  as  the  same  is  there  were,  at  13  years  of  age,  four;  at 
not  sufrcrable  in  a  Christian  realm.  14 years,  seven;  at  15  years,  twenty; 
For  who  seeith  not  daily  what  in-  at  16,  fifty;  at  17,  forty-eight;  at  18, 
numerable  inconveniences,  divorces,  sixty-ei^ht;  at  19,  seventy-two;  at20, 
yea  and  some  murders,  have  of  such  eighty-mree,  being  at  the  rate  of  about 
marriages  (or  rather  no  marriages)  50  per  cent,  married  under  age ;  where- 
proceeded,  the  present  time  sheweth  as  m  England  the  highest  per  centage 
too  many  examples,  which  minister  suf-  ef  women  marrying  under  age  is  25.19 
ficient  cause  for  us  to  bewail  the  same ;  per  cent :  this  is  in  the  county  of  Bed- 
but  the  greatest  iinury  is  to  God,  who  ford.  In  North  Wales  it  is  only  7.89 
hath  made  that  nee,  nameljr,  matri-  per  cent.t 

mony,  which  the  law  of  this  realm  <*  The  extremely  early  ag^  at  which 

maketh  bond  ;    the  redress   whereof  many  of  these  marriages  took  place," 

belongeth  only  to  the  Prince,  in  whom,  says  Dr  Griffin,  "  wiU  no  doubt  sur- 

like  as  the  same  God  hath  caused  more  pnse  people  very  much.    I  have  reason 

virtues  to  meet  than  in  any  other  crea-  to  think  they  are  not  very  incorrect ; 

ture  of  her  calling,  so  we  doubt  not,  and  those  which  occurred  at  the  very 

but  that  his  Godhead  will,  when  his      ^  #^^j>^.  m. — r; rn ^,^^  ^ — 7 

«.v^wi  ..i^..,..^  «k-ii  \^  «^„^i«o»A>^    ««•-  GnfUm'iChroirfcle,  vol.  ii. pp.  849-50.  Lond. 

good  pleasure  shall  be  vouchsafed,  not  ^  ff,^„^  Anim»i  R^on  of  thi  iUriitr«r.Ge. 

only   to  preserve  her  Highness,   with  neral  of  Birtlu,  Dwtlw,  and  Marrtagea  in  Bng. 

thp  inoi^Mt^  of  virtnp  nnii  wiaiiom    but  ^''^  ^'  ^^^ '» containing  very  intereating  Ublea 

ine  increase  oi  Jinue  uid  wisaom,  oui  concerning  the  acta  a(  Sjft v  W««^'»«««^'«»' 

also  to  move  her  heart  to  the  godly  tbrc^yem.  3S«\M.\^v«sv*^ 
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early  ases  stated  were  always  strictly  whom  I  did  not  consider  as  their  own; 
inquired  into.  Of  the  four  females  buton  inquiry,  I  found  I  was  mist^en, 
stated  to  have  been  married  at  13,  two  and  that  their  mothers  were  not  aboTe 
are  well -authenticated  instances  which  30  years  of  age." 
occurred  in  the  county;  one  of  these  Mr.  Wakefield  asserts  that  yonng 
had  her  first  child  at  14.  The  other  two  ladies  in  the  higher  classes  "  generally 
.took  place  in  the  city,  and  were  enter  into  the  married  state  between 
actually  not  quite  13  at  the  time  of  the  ages  of  16  and  19;"  that  match- 
marriage.  In  one  of  these  instances,  making  in  this  rank  of  life  isaniversal; 
when  f  said  to  the  mother,  '  this  girl  that  eighteen  out  of  twenty  many  the 
must  have  been  exceedingly  anxious  moment  their  mothers  inform  them 
to  get  married,  to  marry  so  very  young,'  that  suitable  ofiers  have  been  made; 
she  replied,  '  Oh  !  no  sir,  she  knew  and  that,  as  might  be  expected,  there 
nothing  about  marriage,  or  what  be-  is  much  deficiency  in  such  yonthftil 
longed  to  it,  but  the  priest  sent  her  wives,  both  with  respect  to  mental 
away  three  times,  he  thought  her  so  cultivation,and  a  competent  knowledge 
young.'  In  general,  I  beheve  these  of  house-keeping.* 
early  unions  are  brought  about  entirely  Perhaps  tne  facts  which  have  now 
by  the  parents."*  been   presented   may   be  thought  to 

Mr.  Edward  Wakefield,  in  his  Sta-  warrant  the  following  conclusions, 

tistical  and  Political  Account  of  Ire-  Ist,  That    in    England,    Germany, 

land,  published  in  the  year  1812,  has  and  Protestant  Europe  in  general,  early 

furnished  a  good  deal  of  curious  in-  marriage — that  is,  marriage  abont  the 

formation  concerning  social  life  in  that  age    of  puberty,  would   seem  to    be 

country,  and  animadverts  with  severity  comparatively  rare, 

on  the  early  improvident  marriages  of  2d,  That   early   marriage    preyails 

both  the  lower  and  upper  classes.     He  amongst  the  uncivilized  tnbes  which 

says,  that  **  celibacy  being  unfashion-  wander  within  the  Arctic  Circle  ;  as  it 

able,  domestic  servants  are  generally  likewise    does  in  all  cold   countries, 

married ; "  that  the  Roman  Catholic  without  any  exception,  the  inhabitants 

peasant  marries  **  in  the  greenness  of  of  which  are  in  a  state  of  ignorance 

youth,  when  reason  seldom  interrupts  and  moral  degradation, 

his  career,  and  asks  him  whether  ne  3d,  That  throughout  European  Ros- 

may  not  bring  into  the  world  a  progeny  sia,  which  is  confessedly  low  in  civili- 

for  whom  he  cannot  find  the  means  of  sation,  extremely  premature  marriage 

support.    Thus  a  voluntary  submission  was  the  universal  custom  at  no  distant 

to  the  lowest  state  of  life,  and  a  dis-  date. 

relish  for  superior  comforts,  having  be-  4th,  That,  at  the  present  day,  in  the 

come  habitual,  the  system  of  premature  most  southerly  countries  of  Europe, 

marriage  is  perpetuated,  while  the  in-  where   the   people  are   immersed   in 

crease  of  numbers  is  an  unchecked  in-    - 

crease  of  misery."  *  An  Account  of  Ireland,  Statistical  and  Poli- 

He    represents    the    condition    of  ticai,  4to.  vol.  ii.  pp.  578, 579,  soi,  soa.  797. 799. 

women  of  the  lower  ranks  as  degraded  ^Jf?™  ^^'  Crofton  Croker  we  leam,  thrt  coort- 

•  \u       ^'f^  ***^     JT    .  *?              «^5*c^cw  jj^pg  jy^  generally  commenced  among  the  pea- 

in  tne  extreme;  that  the  man  considers  santry  of  the  eonth  of  Ireland  "soon  after  the 

his  wife  as  his  slave ;  and  that  females  B^«  attain  thdr  teens."  See  his  wort  on  the 

arc  treated  more  like  beasU  of  burden  fe-'fti^-^fe  ^^iffinSVouSS^S: 

than  rational  beings ;  owing  to  which  I635.  by  a  Family  Flarty.  p.  96.    Whilst  1  am 

the  traces  of  youth  rapidly  fade  away.  J^J^Ji^l  ^^\\^.^^^  i?  ^^^ifS"***" 

«.  T                    ^         ^r  fu*    u  _>i.   A  ^  X  Times  of  February  l8t,lS48,  a  notice  israed  by  an 

•*  In  consequence  of  this  harsh  treat-  irish  landlord  to   his   tenanU,  warning  them 

ment,  and  continual  exposure  to  the  Against  the  practice  of  early  marriage.    *'  Is  it 

wPAfhpr    ni\ilt^  in  th^  amnlcA  nf  tfipir  POMible  for  parents  to  shut  their  eyes,  ssTS  this 

weamer,  aaaed  to  tne  smoke  01  meir  genUeman,tdthe  consequences  of  it,  wW<i  they 

cabins,  and  scanty  fare,  they  exhibit  a  must  daily  witness,  in  producing  poverty  and 

miserable  spectacle,  and  acquire,  at  a  wretchedness  aroimd  themr    Yet,  they  permit 

xrt^vM  AfirliT  v^^r^ir^A    \^^^w^  ^2*w  Jif  «M  *******  X^ung  nuuTied  Children  to  Uke  tbeirabode 

very  early  period,  every  mark  of  old  nnder  the  same  roof  with  themselves,  and  thus 

age.      I  have  seen  women  who,  from  give  encouragement  to  hast^  and  improvident 

their  appearance,  might  be  supposed  JK!Sf?f*Vh*nI!*y^iP«^^                «^ 

♦/v  Ki»  JTolf  fK^  *;^^  ^r  ^\.i\A  uf^^^  family."   The  landlord  proceeds  to  threaten  such 

to  be  past  the  time  of  child-beanng,  tenants  as  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  this  word  of  advice, 

followed    by     very     youns:     children,  with  expulsion  ftwn  his  estate.    The  above  notice 

1 1 — 1 5 :  is  copied  into  the  Times  fjrom  Freeman's  Journal, 

*  JoanuU  of  the  SUtigtiad  Society  of  London,  ^^^  j.^M.'^^l^^i*^*  phUosophical  Uuidlord  ia 
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superstition  and  ignorance,  marriage  is  dond  fact  or  two ;  but  I  should  scarcely 

early.  have  been  led  to  do  this  at  the  present 

5tA,  That  in  Ireland,  which,  as  to  its  time  were  it  not  that  I  wish,  m  this 

moral  condition,  somewhat  resembles  way,  to  point  to,  and  confirm,  more 

the  last  mentioned  countries,  the  mar-  general  Tiews  of  disease, 
riage    union  takes   place  among  the       Dr.  Bostock*,  who  has  investigated 

Roman  Catholic  population  at  an  age  the  affections  here  referred  to,  speaks 

probably  almost  as  early.  of  twenty-eight  cases,  of  which  he  had 

6/ A,  That  in  England  about  two  cen-  gathered vanous  particulars.  He  says— 
turies  ago,  when  oebasing  political  and        "They  all  agree  in  the  complaint 

social     circumstances     combined     to  making   its  appearance  at  the  same 

favour   the  practice,    early  marriages  season  of  the  year;  in  its  seat  being 

were  general,  at  all  events  m  the  upper  the  membrane  linine^   the   nose,  the 

ranks.  fauces,  and  the  vesicles  of  the  lungs ; 

7fA,    That  in  all   the  countries  to  and,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  paroxysms 

which    reference     has    been     made,  being  excited,  and  the  symptoms  ag- 

juvenile  marriage  is  invariably  seen  as  gravated,  by  the  same   causes.    The 

an  attendant  on  ienorance  and  moral  twenty-ei|;ht  cases  referred  to  above 

debasement,  and  this  without  reference  all  agree  m  the  complaint  commencing 

to  climale.  about  the  end  of  May  or  the  beginning 

8tA,  That  consequently  it  is  perhaps  of  June,  and  continuing  from  four  to 

allowable  to  infer  that  early  marriage  ei^ht  weeks.  Most  of  them  are  attended 

in    oriental     countries     (which    has  with  fulness  of  the  head,  stoppage  of 

generally,  in  the  absence  of  all  proof  the  nose,  sneezing,  watering  of  the 

whatever,  been  ascribed  to  precocious  eyes,  and  dischars^e  from  the  nostrils, 

puberty,)  does  solely  depend  on  the  In  about  half  of  tne  whole  number  the 

same   moral  and    political  causes    as  respiration  is  considerably  affected,  and 

elsewhere  produce  it ;  more  especially  in  three  or  four  instances  it  is  almost 

as  those  very  causes  are  well  known  to  the  only  symptom.    Some  of  the  cases 

exbt,  at  present,  in  an  amravated  de-  are  attended  with  distinct  cough,  most 

gree  in  all  oriental  and  intertropical  of  them  with  irritation  of  the  fauces, 

countries.  and  some  with  a  degree  of  sore  throat. 

9/A,  That,  instead  of  ascribing  early  Actual  inflammation  of  the  eyes  is  not 

marriage,  so  prevalent  in  our  Asiatic  a  very  common  occurrence;    and  in 

dominions,  to  precocious  puberty,  (in  some  of  the  cases  there  is  not  even  the 

the  absence  of  ^l  evidence  whatever  of  discharge  of  tears,  or  the  irritation  of 

the  feet,)  it  would  be  desirable  to  try  the  eyes.    The  degree  of  fi^eneral  indis- 

moral  and  legislative  remedies,  with  a  position  varies  very  much  in  the  dif- 

view  to  the  removal  of  a  practice  so  ferent   cases ;    in  some,  the   patient, 

injurious;  a  practice  which  seems  to  be  during  the  whole  period,  is  unable  to 

incompatible  with  social  improvement  use  any  exertion,  or  to  continue  his 

ordinary  occupations;  while,  in  other 

^^  instances,  he  feels  no  inconvenience, 

except  what  arises  from  the  fits  of 

SUMMER  ASTHMA,  sneezing  and   the   copious  discharge 

CATARRHUS  iESTIVUS,  OR  HAY-  from  the  nose." 

FEVER,  With  regard  to  the  local  symptoms, 

ITS  CAUSSS  AND  TRBATMBNT.  ,,mL      •    ^'^^fr*  -  ., 

"  The  immediate  cause  of  the  symp- 

By  T.  Wilkinson  Kino.  toms  seems  to  be  sufliciently  obvious ; 

it  consists  in  an  increased  action  of  the 

^rationale^-iummer  eruptfoni^tke  J^®  ^^^^     «'  ^^"^  """^"V  ^^l  fiiuces  and 

fever.   vmriahU  -  dyipnaa  -  mixed  J^  Pulmonary  vesiclca,  by  which  it 

caeei^ireeitment.     ^  ^  !^^°^^  '^^"ff ^^  .sensible  to  external 

impressions,  has  its  natural  secretions 

Having  suffered  from  what  is  called  —r^zr: ; r-i 

hay.fe«r.  more  or  lc«  for  «>me  four-  i^^^S^^OT^S^S^^^:^'^ 

teen  summers,  I  have  thoaght  it  worth  tabject  of  the  afltetion  in  anettion,  and  has  giren 

while  to  set  down  my  own  conclusions  Jj!.*'?'li*>^*«*»HjSl  2S?^**22I[XJ^'!SLi^J;v 

on  tne  subject,  togetner  wita  an  aoai-  a&dx«nt)l^,ot\^l«^«^>c\^.*tt«MK:^^^ 
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augmented,  and  probably  its  bulk  in-  or  lying  down,  capillary  excitement  or 
creased ;  to  this  last  cause  I  think  we  distension  is  to  be  evinced  by  uneam- 
may  ascribe  the  very  distressing  sense  ness,  obstruction,  and  various  fonns 
of  dyspnoea  which  exists  in  some  of  the  and  quantities  of  secretion.  Beyond 
cases.  Although  this  membrane  is  Uiis,  we  believe,  very  few  of  the  phe- 
continued  without  interruption  over  nomena  of  hay-fever  or  asthma  will 
the  different  organs  that  are  the  seat  remain  unresolved.  The  time  at  whidi 
of  the  affection,  yet  it  is  observed  that  the  affections  prevail  is  that  of  diminish- 
the  different  parts  are  affected  in  dif-  ing  our  clothing, 
ferent  degrees.  Hence  we  may  divide  It  seems  to  me,  in  the  first  place, 
the  disease  into  four  varieties,  according  not  unreasonable  to  compare  these 
as  the  eyes,  the  nose,  the  fauces,  or  the  affections  with  summer  eruptioDSy  in 
lungs,  is  the  part  more  immediately  which  we  must  discover  botn  a  cause 
affected.  It  is  in*  the  last  variety  only  of  local  disturbance,  which  we  treat 
Uiat  I  have  observed  the  constitutional  locally,  and  more  or  less  of  g^eial 
symptoms  of  fever  and  the  subsequent  internal  disturbance,  for  which  we 
debility  to  exist  in  any  considerable  administer  medicines.  A  delicate  female 
degree."  passes  a  few  hours  in  the  open  air, 

I  conceive  that  Dr.  Bostock  could  wearing,  perhaps,  only  a  light  bonnet, 
not  intend,  as  above,  to  consider  the  and  suffers  from  blistering  of  the  &ce. 
injection  as  the  cause,  rather  than  the  Now,  whether  the  external  cause  be 
consequence,  of  impressions  from  with-  heat  or  air,  we  see  that  defective  nn- 
out.  And  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  ex-  trition  is  the  first  internal  local  condi- 
treme  languor  that  summer  may  produce  tion.  On  the  other  hand,  another,  in 
is  altogeUier  set  out  of  the  question,  more  robust  health,  after  exposure,  or 
He  notes  lightly  the  attendant  fever  a  feast,  suffers  almost  imperceptibly 
which  may  be  severe,  and  even  con-  from  feverishness,  and  herpetic  yeaicltt 
tinned,  or  exceed  all  other  symptoms,      break  out  over  the  lip. 

The  various  causes  of  the  local  irrita-  There  are  a  good  variety  of  disorders 
tions  hinted  at  in  books  are  more  curious  which,  if  we  consider  the  seat  or  the 
than  instructive.  One  natient  suspects  elimination  (as  to  quantity  or  c|iiality), 
his  asthma  to  depend  on  a  sewer;  seem  to  indicate  but  inconsidenwle 
another  seems  to  find  relief  from  coal-  deteriorations  (say  of  the  blood),  with 
smoke  diffused  in  his  chamber.  Dif-  rather  more  of  decline  of  vital  or 
ferent  sufferers  appear  to  find  peculiar  nutrient  powers—-deficiency  rather  than 
ease  only  in  situations  which  are  pecu-  perversion.  £xtemal  agency  here  be- 
liarl^  obnoxious  to  the  sensations  and  comes  proportionably  efficient  to  dis- 
rcspiration  of  others.  One  can  sleep  turb.  Our  present  subject  may  illustrate 
no  where  so  well  as  in  a  close  carriage ;    this  opinion. 

another  found  a  cure  in  the  very  pre-  In  the  case  of  ha^-fever,  the  febrile 
paration  for  a  journey.  Some  accuse  symptoms  are,  I  think,  to  be  referred 
this,  and  others  that  state  of  atmosphere,  to  a  perfectly  distinct  causation,  be- 
Here  an  asthmatic  discovers  that  a  ginning  mostly  with  the  ef^ts  of  cold 
feather  pillow  is  his  peculiar  bane ;  to  the  surface,  but  I  by  no  means  ez- 
and  another  is  cured  by  cold  ablutions  elude  the  probability  of  increased  sus- 
of  the  chest.  A  full  dinner  aggravating  ceptibility,  and  even  some  general 
the  disorder,  is  foolishly  thought  to  be  decline  and  atrophy,  the  more  ^pradual 
a  cause  of  it.  Opium,  stramonium,  effects  of  heat.  The  variability  and 
tobacco,  or  brandy,  may  work  a  sudden  relapses  of  the  languor  and  fever,  as 
cure ;  but  most  of  all,  as  in  summer  well  as  of  the  local  63rmptom8,  demand 
catarrh,  the  affection  disappears  (fails  a  reference  to  fresh  disturbing  causes, 
to  reappear)  as  it  were  by  chance.  The    and  no  doubt  diet,  exercise,  and  even 

E receding  and  countless  vagaries  are  to  posture,  have  their  particular,  yet 
e  accounted  for  by  reference  to  simple  changeable  effects, 
principles*.  We  have  to  calculate  that,  I  make  some  exception  to  the  con- 
according  to  circumstances,  a  certain  elusion  of  Dr.  Bostock,  that  the  air- 
number  of  hours  having  elapsed  after  cells  of  the  lungs  are  especially  af- 
exposure  (specific  or  general),  eating,   fected ;  and  I  prefer  to  set  down  the 

, dyspnoea  as  the  result  of  turgesoenee  in 

*VideMMerieM  ofpMpen  on  Angina,  Mmnicxi.    ^^«,  ^»V°g  f  ,^^«  air-tnbes.    It  seoas 
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orders  should  be  most  controlled  by  di»  think  myself  warranted  in  asserting, 

rect  atmospheric  influence,  and  cer-  that  on  the  whole  the  depleting  system 

tainly  that  the  deeper  should  rather  be  is  injurious,  and  that  some  benefit  is 

dependent  on  less   direct   and  more  gained  bv  a  moderate  use  of  tonics, 

general  causes.     Sputa  of  branching  This  is  the  only  point  in  which  the 

mucus  declare  their  own  origin.  various  accounts  that  I  have  received 

I  think  I  have  at  different  times  ex-  from  others,  and  my  own  experience, 

perienced  most  of  the  symptoms  de-  appear  to  aflree ;  and  in  general  it  would 

scribed  by  Dr.  Bostock,  but  not  only  in  seem  that  the  symptoms  proceed  nearly 

summer.  in  the  same  way  under  very  opposite 

I  am  subject  to  slight  attacks  of  plans  of  treatment,  and  are  verv  little 

dyspnoea  especially  on  lying  down,  at-  mfluenced  by  medicines  of  any  descrip- 

tcnaed  by  a  very  slight  n^  and  clear  tion." 

secretion  in  the  trachea.    It  seems  to  It  ought  to  be  remembered  that  if  a 

depend  on  a  local  injection  and  diminu-  paroxysm  be  about  to  set  in,  a  tonic 

tion  of  the  laryngeal  passage.  On  risinc  regimen  is  premature,  and  may  aggra- 

or  wadking  it  quickly  disappears,  ana  vate  the  distress  to  the  highest  degree, 

my  feet  betray  the  accumulation  of  as  in  the  case  of  incipient  catarrh  of 

blood  (only)  which  gravity  has   re-  any  other  kind.    The  time  for  support 

moved  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  is  that  of  the  departure  or  decline  of 

pharynx,  which  at  times  also  readily  the  disorder,  provided  no  fresh  or  recent 

oecomes  tumid.  causes  of  disturbance  require   to  be 

An  attentive  unprofessional  man  of  allowed  for. 

very  similar  diathesis,  who  is  subject  to  Dr.    Bostock  continues  »'*  the   ex- 

this  kind  of  deran^ent,  sits  up  in  his  perience  of  many  years  has  taught  me 

bed  and  finds  lehef  in  a  dish  of  hot  not  to  expect  a  cure  for  the  complaint, 

coffee,  which  accelerates  the  general,  so  that  I  now  only  aim  at  relieving  any 

and  liberates  the  local  circulation.  peculiarly  urgent  or  distressing  symp- 

Dr.  Bostock  observes  that  he  has  met  tom.    Bathing  the  eves  in  tepid  water, 

with  nothing  of  these  affections  among  and  fomenting  the  face  e;enerally,  oc- 

the  lower  classes  of  society,  but  I  think  casionaUy  applying  small  blisters  to 

I  have   known  of  its  occurrence  in  the  chest,  mild  purgatives,  small  doses 

'  masked  and  a^jmvated  forms,  which  I  of  ipecacuanha,  JOovcr's  powder,  squills, 

attribute  to  difficulties  and  exposures  and  digitalis,  bathing  the  feet  in  warm 

of  a  severer  kind  to  which  the  poor  are  water,  a  moderate  but  not  spare  diet, 

subject.    I  make  very  little  doubt  ^so  perfect  rest,  and  carefully  avoidine;  all 

that  these  same  catarrhal  disturbances  extremes  of  heat,  comprise  the  wnole 

of  summer  are  of  more  frequent  oc-  of  the  means  that  I  have  found  useful 

cnrrence  under  a  less  distinct  form ;  to  myself.    In  order  to  prevent  others 

namely,  that  of  aggravation  of  affec-  from  making  useless  experiments,   I 

tions  which  in  some  desree  the  sufferer  may  remark  that  among  those  things 

considers    as    habitu^    and    almost  which  I  have  tried  without  success  are 

natural  to  him.     One  cannot  travel  bark,    iron,    opium,    mercury,    large 

without  incurring  ophthalmia,  another  blisters,  topical  bleeding,  the  waters  of 

asthma.     Many   suffer   in  particular  Harrowgate  and  Leamington,  the  baths 

localities,    or  seem   to   require   very  of  Bath  and  Buxton,  sea-bathing,  the 

peculiar  circumstances  to  ensure  tolera-  shower-bath,  abstinence  from  wine,  and 

ble  ease.      The  above  considerations,  animal  food,  and  a  more  free  use  of 

and  my  own  experience,  make  me  con-  them ;  each  of  these  having  been  made, 

elude  that  none  of  the  flections  are  as  it  may  be  said,  the  subject  of  distinct 

positively  and  necessarily  confined  to  experiment,  and  persevered  in  until 

any  season,  or  such  a  specific  cause  as  some  circumstance  rendered  it  necessary 

hay,  or  the  powder  of  ipecacuanha.  to  discontinue  them,  or  until  they  pro- 

Dr.Bostockobserves,**  as  far  as  regards  4uced  a  decidedly  injurious  effect*." 

medical  treatment,  an  anxious  desire  to  It  may  be  already  apparent  that  the 

obtain  relief  from  an  annual  indisposi-  superficial  disturbance  is  to  be  in  part 

of  several   weeks'   continuance,   and  eontrolled  by  attention  to  local  circum- 

sometimes  of  considerable  severity,  has  *  Dr.  mUotMn  held  iwy  effluTium  for  the 

induced  me  to  try»  with  the  greatest  cmue,  and  teemed  to  cure  a  case  with  vapour 

persevenmee,  e»«7«iKdv  which  held  STi^l^'SKTirt^Stt^'J^SiZrc'S: 

oat  theleast  prospect  of  advantage.    I  aaMrtioii§.-FMeMKo.QKv^^,Nm.v*«^w« 

818.— XXXII.  ^l"Jw 


674  MR.  KING  ON  SUMMER  ASTHMA. 

stances.    It  may  be  that  the  eye  cannot  ceptibility,  as  well  as  the  neglect  anJ 

be  protected  but  by  closing  the  lid.  needof  what  may  be  best  underatoodas 

The  affection  of  the  nares  and  trachea  tomfort  for  an  enfeebled  febrile  body. 
I    have  found   relieved   by  inhaling        From  what  I  have  felt  and  witnessed 

steam;  and  there  is  no  remedy  after  of  the  disordeis  in  ^piestion,   I  totl 

warm  clothing  on  which  I  rely  so  much  assured  that  the  following  reflection  on 

as  on  a  sea-trip ;  yet  I  have  known  a  common  catarrh  is  justly  applicable  to 

most  marked  relapse  caused  by  taking  them,  though  in  widely  onerent  de- 

eold  under  such  cnrcumstances.    I  con-  grees.    Throughout  the  disorder,  the 

ceive  that  merely  sitting  in  a  cool  room,  patient  is  peculiarly  susceotible  of  the 

or  being  coolly  covered,  as  quite  enough  impressions  of  cold,  even  luthongh  the 

to  account  for  a  subsequent  paroxjrsm,  skin  be  warmer  than  natural.    It  may 

^turbin?  the  whole  balance  of'^  the  need  much  watchfulness  both  of  cause 

capillary  Tunc  tions,  which  are  already  and  consequences  to  discover  thi8»    He 

detective.  is  also  (says  Dr.  Copland)  **inordi- 

Cool  air  is  well  calculated  to  give  nately"  disposed  to  experience  an 
immolate  relief  to  the  inflamed  parts,  accession  of,  or  to  contract  a  fresh,  cold 
but  it  would  seem  also  to  keep  up  the  upon  the  slightest  exposure  to  its 
kx;al  susceptibility  to  reaction  under  causes,  or  even  to  the  least  depression 
easier  circumstances,  or  when  warmth  or  of  temperature;  indeed,  nothing  but 
repletion  is  renewed.  Now,  if  reaction  personal  experience,  or  the  most  care- 
be  essential  to  the  due  nutrition  and  in-  ful  and  sedulous  investigation,  is  likely 
▼ieoration  of  the  capillaries,  the  cold  air,  to  convince^those  who  are  strong  of  the 
which  gives  temporary  relief,  is  only  a  results  of  merely  a  cool  bed.  The  spe- 
cause  of  relapse  and  trouUesoroe  delay,  cific  local  effects  of  season  are  increased 

It  is  not  very  much  a  subject  of  bv  all  exposure,  and  even  by  exertion, 

wonder  that  the  delicate  and  exposed  The  slightest  motion  of  the  air  about 

tissues  near  the  summit  of  the  capillary  the  booy  augments  the  effect  of  cool- 

system  should  fail  of  its  nutrition,  and  ness  and  quiescence, 
blecome  in  a  degree  too  sensible  under        A  good  measure  of  clothing,  a  warm 

external  influences,  when  the  whole  room,theabsenceofdraught,gentkexer- 

body  is  more  or  less  so.  cise,  fair  support,  and  even  tonlea,  are 

llie   objects   of  treatment  are   to  the  happiest  means  of  obviating  re-' 

diminish  the  existing  disturbance,  ob-  lapse    and   invifforatinff    the    frame. 

viate  the  causes,  and  set  the  frame,  by  Tnese,   employed  in  the  order   beie 

free   nutrition,  above    the   influences  named,  with  opium  if  needed,  and  all 

which  pervert  it ;  both  as  to  the  face  that  these  suggest  being  maintained, 

and  surface  generallv.    That  a  slight  will  be  found,  I  trust,  so  much  the 

wasting  of  the  body  with    the   ad-  more  satisfactory,  as  thev  are  not  em* 

vancing  warmth  of  summer  should  be  pirical  but  rational.     Toe  disease  is 

connected  with  the  capillary  states  to  general  and  heal  suseeptihiUi^  for  lack 

which  we  advert,  does  not  seem  unrea-  of  comfort  and  nuiriium,  which  are  the 

sonable ;  but  still  the  specific  affections  specific  preventives  of.  relapse, 
may  require  a  specific  cause  in  the        It  is  perfectly  in  vain  for  the  robust 

atmosphere  to  which  the  delicate  mem-  to  judge  of  the  requisite  clothing  and 

branes  concerned  are  peculiarly  and  warm  rooms  for  the  susceptible,  without 

exclusively  subjected.    For   my  own  the  most  careful  experimental  observa- 

part,  the  end  of  summer  has  seemed  tions  of  the  effects  which  cold,  under 

most  liable  to  introduce  disturbance,  different  circumstances,  produces  within 

Dr.  Bostock  advises  to  avoid  the  ex-  three  or  four,  or  eight  or  nine  hours 

tremes  of  heat ;  and  his  commendation  subsequently. 

of  an  airy  room  for  the  sufferer  to  sit        In  conclusion,  I  have  to  propose,  for 

in  seems  to  me  to  account  in  a  good  mea-  the  test  of  my  views— a  suniciently 

sure  for  his  want  of  success  in  the  ma*  '  warm  room,  or  clothing  to  obviate  the 

nagement  of  the  disorder.  Doubtless  the  slightest  coolness  of  the  surfiu:e  of  the 

more  a  feeble-nourished  bodv  is  motion-  body,  particularly  when  at  rest    This 

less  or  feverish  the  more  it  has  need  of  is  the  nrst  essential  of  the  constitntional 

warmth.    Of  course  all  exposure  of  the,  treatment,   as    relapses,   if    carefolty 

susceptible  parts  should  be  delayed,  watched,  will  soon  testify.    A  certain 

The  more  the  symptoms  are  oppressive  deme  of  moisture  in  the  air  is  the 

the  more  I  should  infer  extreme  sns-  chief  local   palliative.     After  thew, 
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remedies  on  common  principles  may  be  prescribed  the  hydrocyanic  acid  to  be 

expected  to  act  curatively.    Fever  un-  taken  in  an  effervescing  draught,  and 

aggravated  may  take  days  to  subside,  the  following  ointment  to  be  riibbed 

Depletion  may  be  required,  and  nar-  into  the  region  of  the  liver : — 

cotics  have  often  acted  like  magic,  caus-  p,  Ung.  Hydr.  fort.  ^xij. ;  Camph.  51J1 

ing  some  sense  of  general  action,  and  lodinii,  588. 

proportionate  local  relief.  at\      ti,          i,j           vj- 

«-„_,,  _j  o  As  Dr.  Johnson  had  supplied  my 

36,  Bedford  Sqnare. pj^^^  j^  consultation,  it  was  not  my 

intention  to  have  called  again.     On 

SYMPTOMS  ATTENDING  THE  ILL-  Friday  morning,  however,  the  7th,  Dr. 

NESS  OF  THE  LATE  SIR  CHARLES  Greville,  the  usual  medical  attendant, 

NIGHTINGALE;  called    at  mv    house,  and  requested 

WITH  THE  POST-MORTEM  EXAMINATION.  ^^J^'^^^Jl^^^  accompanv  him  to  see 

Sir  C.  Nightingale,  at  the  same  time 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  observing,  he  did  not  think  there  was 

^  much  use  in  my  going,  as  in  all  proba* 

'  bility  we  shoula  not  find  him  alive. 

I  BEG  to  send  you,  for  publication  in  the  When   I    arrived    I    found  him  still 

Medical  Gazette,  a  correct  narrative  throwing  up  the  dark-coloured  viscid 

of  the  symptoms  attending  the  illness  mucous  secretion;  the  epigastrium  hard 

of  the  late  Sir  Charles  Nightingale,  and  distended ;  pulse  scarcely  percep- 

Bart.,  from  the  time  of  my  attending  tible ;  icy  coldness  of  the  hands,  the 

him  up  to  the  period  of  his  dissolution,  lower  extremities  retaining  a  due  de- 

together  with   the   inferences  drawn  gree  of  animal  heat ;  panting  very  se- 

from  the  anatomical  exploration.  vere,  with  greater  anxiet^r  and  resUess- 

I  am,  sir,  ness  than  heretofore  manifested ;  voice 

Your  obedient  servant,  stridulous,  but  no  obscuration  of  the 

Edmund  Lambert.  intellectual  powers.     For  this  train  of 

P«ji«- snjet,  Bath,  formidable  symptoms,  which  I  consi- 

Juiy  26, 1M3.          ^  ^     ^  ,  ,    ,  dered  the  forerunner  of  death,  I  simply 

On  Tuesday  the  4th  of  July  I  was  recommended  the  frequent  administra- 

for  the  first  time  remiested  profesion-  tion  of  stimulanUand nourishment,  and 

ally  to  visit  the  late  Baronet.    He  was  an  opiate  to  tranquillize.    I  saw  him 

then  labouring  under   the  following  again  the  same  evening,  when  no  alte- 

sy  mptoms :— Ejecting  from  the  stomach  ration  for  the  better  or  worse  had  taken 

a  tough  viscid  mucus,  apparently  dis-  place.     Dr.  Greville  visited  him  be- 

coloured  by  blood  from  ruptured  capil-  tween  one  and  two  o'clock  on  Satnr- 

lanes,  or,  what  I  think  more  probable,  day  morning.    During  the  night  I  was 

by  the  introduction  of  some  extraneous  informed  by  one  of  his  attendants  that 

substance  into  the  stomach,  preat  dis-  he  was  seized  with  a  frightful  convul- 

tension  m  the  epigastrium,  with  slight  gion.     On  Saturday  I  saw  him  at  3  p.m. 

tenderness  on  pressure,  frequent  pulse,  for  the  last  time,  as  death  closed  the 

hot  skin,  panting,  extreme  restlessness,  melancholy  scene  at   half-past  5  on 

and  anxiety ;  but  no  emaciation  or  di-  Sunday  morning  the  9th.     It  was  de- 

minution  of   strength.      I  then  pre-  cided  by  the  coroner  that  neither  my- 

scnbed  for  him  the  following  medi-  self  or  Dr.  Greville  should  be  present 

cines,  with  the  view  of  acting  upon  the  at  the  post-mortem  examination  ;  but 

bowels,  which  had  not  been  opened  as  Dr.  Greville  was  the  executor  to 

during  that  or  the  preceding  day,  and  whom   the  deceased  bequeathed  the 

at  the  same  time  allaying  the  irrita-  whole  of  what  he  possessed,  the  coro- 

bihty  of  stomach.  ner  could  not  exclude  him  from  the 

^  CalomeUmofl,  gr.  x. ;   Confect.  Opii,  house,  where  he  remained  till  the  sur- 

q.  8.  atft.  pil.  q.  h«  8.  8.  geon    had   completed   his    operation. 

^  Acidi  Hydroc.  dil.  (Ph.  L.)  fttxvj.;  The  following  are  the  morbid  appear- 

Mfat.  Amygdalae,  ^vlij.     M.   snmat  ances  recorded  by  Mr.  Field : — 

iv.?b'Ji'  ^yP^  **^  '*^^'  "  "^^^  external  appearances  of  the 

trmr,  Rbei,  9j.  maae  ti  opuf  sit  ^ody  presented  a  quantity  of  coffee- 

I  did  not  see  him  again  till  Thurs-  ground  fluid  about  the  mouth,  nose, 

day  cveninfiT,  when  I  was  informed  that  and  chin ;  discoloured  appearance  of 

Dr.  Henry  Johnson  had  been  sent  for  the  skin  about  the  neck  and  upper 

in  the  intervening  period,  who  also  part  of  the  chest;  and  a  little  above 
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the  left  groin  the  appearance  of  a  than  usually  pale;  but  what  would 
wound  made  by  a  scalpel  or  some  sur-  have  been  the  appearances  in  the  sto- 
gical  instrument.  The  body  generally  mach  if  the  vessels  had  not  emptied 
exhibited  the  signs  of  g;reat  decom-  themselves  by  secretion  dorine  the  last 
position y  more  rapid  than  is  gene-  stages  of  life  P  Would  not  tne  reten- 
rally  the  case,  even  allowing  for  the  tion  of  coffee-gpround  fluid  within  the 
time  of  year  and  the  period  wnich  had  vessels  have  presented  all  the  signs  of 
elapsed  since  death.  The  internal  ap-  congestion,  and  conveved  to  the  mind 
pearances  presented  on  being  opened—  of  the  toxicological  patholoj^t  une<}ui- 
tn  the  cavity  of  the  chett  an  effiuion  of  vocal  indications  of  an  imtant  poison 
fluid  in  both  pleural  cavitieSf  congetted  acting  either  directly  upon  the  mucous 
9tate  of  the  lungs  at  their  posterior  surface,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  in- 
parttf  and  some  emphysema  in  the  an-  directly  through  the  meoium  of  the 
terior  or  inferior  portions.  The  heart  nervous  and  circulating  systems  ?  Did 
was  flabby,  and  its  left  ventricle  di-  not  the  icy  coldness  of  the  hands  indi- 
lated.  I  now  proceeded  to  the  exami-  cate  that  one  portion  of  the  sninal 
nation  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  marrow  had  ceased  to  generate  neat, 
found  the  marks  of  slight  peritonitis  although  it  still  continued  to  animate 
over  the  intestines.  On  proceeding  to  the  circulation  in  a  feeble  manner,  for 
separate  the  stomach  from  its  connec-  the  pulse  was  scarcel^r  perceptible  ? 
tions,  I  found  very  considerable  adhe-  and  was  not  this  depression  of  the  cir- 
sion  between  its  smaller  curvature  and  culating  powers  extremely  favorable  to 
under  surface  of  the  liver.  On  break-  the  processes  of  secretion,  exhalation, 
ing  through  those  adhesions,  I  found  a  and  congestion,  so  strikingly  exhibited 
cavity  containing  grumous  blood  and  in  the  post-mortem  examination?  Is 
.  portions  of  fibnne.  The  cavity  ex-  the  icy  coldness  of  the  hands  a  corn- 
tended  a  considerable  way  behind  the  mon  symptom  of  disease,  or  the  pant- 
stomach.  On  removing  the  stomach  ing  a  usual  symptom  in  diseases  of  the 
and  slitting  it  open,  I  found  about  six  respiratory  organs  ?  I  put  these  ques- 
ounces  of  cofiee-ground  fluid  in  its  ca-  tions,  for  I  confess  I  have  not  witnessed 
vity.  There  was  not  the  slightest  ap-  them  myself.  Can  coffee-ground  or 
pearance  of  inflammation  or  ulceration  black  vomit  be  called  heematemesis, 
m  the  mucous  membrane,  which  was  when  the  essential  characteristics  of 
unusually  pale.  The  liver  was  a  little  the  latter  disease  are  entirely  absent, 
enlarged,  congested,  and   vcr^  much  viz.  coa^ula  ? 

disorganized  in  its  lower  surface  and  Notwithstanding  the  gall-bladder 
infenor  border.  The  gall-bladder  was  was  stuffed  with  calculi,  I  never  heard 
literally  crammed  with  biliary  calculi,  the  deceased  complain  of  suffering  any 
large  and  small  together  about  200.  inconvenience  from  them. 
The  kidneys  were  extensively  diseased.  As  to  the  wound  made  b^  the  scalpel, 
presenting  an  advanced  stage  of  the  through  which  the  intestine  was  par- 
malady  designated  '  Bright's  disease.'  tially  protruding,  I  shall  leave  it  to  the 
There  are  no  other  morbid  appearances,  profession  to  decide  for  what  purpose 
From  the  morbid  appearances  disco-  that  was  made.  A  servant  swore  that 
vered,  I  conclude  tnat  the  cause  of  he  saw  a  gallon  of  fluid  drawn  off;  but 
death  in  the  deceased  was  heemateme-  the  surgeon  who  is  said  to  have  tapped 
sis  and  the  inflammation  of  the  perito-  the  body  ought  to  have  been  exammed 
neum,  the  result  of  diseased  state  of  upon  tliat  point.  There  was  no  col- 
the  viscera.  The  entire  absence  of  in-  lapse  of  the  abdominal  parietes. 
flammation  or  ulceration  in  the  Uning  it  is  not  m^  intention  to  enter  into 
membrane  of  the  stomach,  precludes  any  controversial  discussion ;  suffice  it 
the  idea  of  any  deleterious  ingredient,  to  say,  ^at  I  vouch  for  the  accuracy 
mineral  or  vegetable,  having  been  with  which  all  the  pathological  pheno- 
taken  by  the  deceased.  I  did  not  ana-  mena  have  been  detailed, 
lyse  the  contents  of  the  deceased's  sto-  P.S.— I  entirely  differ  with  Mr.  Field 
mach,  for  I  considered  it  a  work  of  su-  as  to  the  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the 


pereroeati<m."  stomach  being  a  work  of  supereroga- 

Mr.  Field  states  in  his  evidence  that  tion.    When  the  slightest  suspicion  of 

there  was  not  the  slightest  appearance  poison  exists,'  and  such  a  large  quan- 

in  the  mucous  membrane  of  mflamma-  tity  of  fluid  is  found  in  the  stomach 

tion  or  ulceration,  which  was   more  after  death,  it  should  undoubtedly  be 
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submitted  to  chemical  analysis.    Bat  on  exposure  to  bright  light.    Ammonia 

the  proceedings  at  this  inquest  were  a^ain  redissolved  it,  and,  when  repre- 

not  conducted  in  a  very  satisfactory  cu)itated  by  hydrochloric  acid,  a  button 

manner.  of  pure  silver  was  obtained  by  reduc- 

— tion  and  cupellation.    Therefore  there 

OBSERVATIONS  Can  be  no  doubt  that  silver  reduces 

UPON  THE  bichloride  of  mercury  by  mere  contact, 

NEW  PEOCESS  PROPOSED  FORTHE  SS'tikrJlL.^U'LSntu^e.''* 

DETECTION  OF  CORROSIVE  Dr.    Frampton's    next    experiment 

SUBLIMATE  consisted  in  boiling  a  solution  of  bichlo- 

BY  MEANS  OF  '  "^®  ^^  mcrcury  with  very  tinelv  and 

MFTATTir    QTTVFP  minutcly  divided  silver,  when  the  re- 

METALLIC    SILVER.  duction  of  the  mercurial  salt,  and  the 

By  Forbnsis.  liberation  of  the  metal,  were  equally 

,„      ,    ,     ^     ,^  ^.   *  ,,    .  the  ultimate  results.     But  the  thu^ 

{For  the  Lomdon  Medical  Gazette,)  case  is  the  most  important,  in  which 

—  bichloride  of  mercury  is  complicated 
Dr.  Frampton  has  proposed  to  use  with  organic  matter.  Organic  matter 
silver  as  a  test  for  corrosive  sublimate,  maj  be  considered  in  the  two-fold  re- 
upon  the  grounds  that  the  affinity  of  lations  of  animal  and  vegetable.  As  re- 
silver  for  dilorine,  and  the  great  ten-  gards  animal  organic  matter, — albumen 
dcncy  of  silver  to  amalgamate  with  for  instance, — bichloride  of  mercury  is 
mercury,  offer,  or  at  least  promise,  rendered  insoluble  in  water  by  it ;  that 
facilities  for  detection  superior  to  other  is,  the  albumen  and  bichloride  of  mer- 
methods.  Dr.  Frampton,  at  the  same  cury  enter  into  some  sort  of  combina-  * 
time,  verv  liberally  and  very  properly  tion,  which  is  insoluble.  UfKm  this 
submits  nis  processes  to  investigation,  metallic  silver  exerts  no  action,  nor 
and  courts  inquiry.  Upon  these  terms  would  any  action  be  exerted  even  at  a 
I  be^  to  ofier  uie  following  for  his  boiling  temperature.  But,  although 
especialconsideration,  as  wellasthat  of  insoluble  in  water,  the  compound  is 
toxicologists  in  general.  Dr.  Framp-  easily  decomposed  by  various  salines 
ton's  first  propojsition  is,  that  silver  and  other  agents.  Thus,  hydrochlorate 
triturated  with  bichloride  of  mercury  of  ammonia  and  the  alkaline  .chlorides 
effects  the  reduction  of  the  salt  and  the  redissolve  the  mercury  in  the  form  of 
liberation  of  the  mercury,  which  then  bichloride.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
forms  an  amalgam  with  the  remaining  diluted  hydrochloric  acid,  and  of  an 
silver.  This  is  inferred  from  the  excess  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  or 
chanee  of  colour.  Upon  this  it  may  of  albumen.  In  Dr.  Frampton's  experi- 
be  observed,  that  two  substances,  ex-  ment  hydrochloric  acid  was  added  to  the 
erting  no  chemical   action    whatever  animal  organic  complication,  by  which 

Xn  each  other,  by  mere  mechanical  the  bichloride  was  brought  into  solu- 

lixture,    frequently    modify,    and  tion,  and  the  silver  thus  enabled  to  act 

sometimes  even  generate  perfectly  new  on  the  mercurial  salt, 
and  distinct  cokiuts.    Again,  it  is  a        But  although  the  process  by  silver, 

rule  of  chemical  action  that  bodies  do  as   detailed   by  Dr.  Framptom,  may 

not  act  upon  each  other  unless  one  at  answer  for  animal  mixtures,  I  fear  it 

least  be  in  solution,  or  contain  water  of  will  be  found  quite  unsuited  to  vege- 

crystallization.     Although    there    are  table  mixtures.    The  reason  probably 

exceptions  to  this,  yet  I  determined  to  is  because  bichloride  of  mercury  is 

place  this  matter  bevond  aJl  doubt,  reduced  by  vegetable  organic  pnnci- 

For  this  purpose,  bichloride  of  mercury  pies,  so  that  hydrochloric  acid  will  not 

having  been  rubbed  on  a  plate  of  me-  act  upon  it,  nor  redissolve  the  mercury, 

tallic  silver  till  it  was  darkened,  the  Thus:  "The  solid  compounds,"  says 

plate  was  digested  in  a  solution  of  Christison,  "formed  by  corrosive  subli- 

ammonia.    The  fluid  was  now  filtered,  mate  with  animal  principles,  are  either 

and  the  filtered  portion  boiled  in  a  soluble  in  the  hydrochloric  acid,  or 

tube,  when  it  be<»me  turbid.    On  the  part  with  all  their  mercury  to  it.    The 

addition  of  nitric  add,  a  white  curdy-  matter  left  does  not  ^ield  a  particle  by 

looking  precipitate  fell  down,  insoluble  reduction.    But  this  is  not  the  case  with 

in  nitnc  acid,  and  which  became  dark  the  compounds  formed  with  vegetable 
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principles.    Diluted  hydrochloric  acid,    the  chloride  of  tin  formed  by  the  re- 

Doiled  gently  for  two  hours  on  the  com-    action  at  all  to  embarrass  the  snbse- 

pound  formed  in  tea,  dissolves  little  of    quent  reduction.    But  there  are  two 

it,  and  leaves  much  undissolved  pow-    modes  of  obviating  any  inconTenienee 

der,  which  yields,  by  destructive  mstil-    resulting  from  this  cause.     It  oiay  be 

lation,  a  large  quantity  of  mercury*."      removed  by  washing  with   water,  or 

Hence  it  must  be  evident  that  Dr.    with  a  caustic  alkafi,  which  dissolves 

Frampton's  process  could  not  by  any    the  salt ;   or  all  the  tin  and  saline  may 

means  suit  such  a  complication.    What-    be  removed,  and  the  mercury  alone 

ever  bichloride  may  have  combined    left,  by  dissolving  in  hydrochloric  acid, 

with  animal  principles— those  of  the    but  feebly  diluted  with  water.     And 

milk,  for  instance ^after  diction  in    perhaps  the  latter  is  the   preferable 

diluted  hydrochloric  acid,  might  yield    plan  when   the  quantities   used   are 

a  trace,  perhaps,  of  mercury ,but  more    minute,  as  we  then  have  left  metallic 

frequently  no  indication  whatever  of    mercury  perfectly  pure,  and  free  from 

the  presence  of  mercury  is  afforded,    every    Kind   of  contamination.      For 

It  now  remains  to  consider  whether    myself,  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  above 

silver   offers    any  advantages   in   re-    is  equally  as  delicate,  and  certainly  as 

searches  upon  mercury.  manageable,  as  the  process  by  finely- 

I  triturated  some  tin-filings  of  ex-    divided  silver.    It  mav  be  observed,  on 

tremc  tenuity  with  one-eighth,  and  in  a    the   question  of    delicacy,    that   the 

second  o]  eration  with  one-sixteenth  of    proto-szdts  of  tin  decompose  the  salts 

a  grain  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  in  an    of   silver,  and  reduce   them    to   the 

agate  mortar,  and  each  operation  pre-    metallic  state. 

sen  ted  characteristic  evidence  of  com-  The  next  question  is,  the  applicability 
plete  reduction  and  amalgamation  with  to  the  mercurial  salt  in  solution.  I  have 
the  tin ;  viz.  change  of  colour,  and  the  been  long  aware  that  tin  introduced 
viscid  adhesive  consistence  of  the  mass,  into  a  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury 
Collected  and  introduced  into  a  narrow  causes  a  precipitation  of  metallic  mer- 
tube,  and  heated  in  a  spirit-lamp,  one  cury  upon  its  own  surface,  and  there  is 
or  two  very  minute  c^lobules,  nardly  consequently  an  amalgamation.  It 
visible  with  the  naked  eye,  but  easily  constitutes  the  fundamental  principle 
detached  by  means  of  a  steel  wire,  and  of  the  process  recommendedbvDeveigie. 
readily  distinguished  when  thrown  He  recommends  us  to  treat  the  mixtnre 
upon  a  small  tray  made  of  white  paper,  supposed  to  contain  mercury  with 
and  a  chloride  of  tin  also,  sublimed,  diluted  hydrochloric  acid  till  all  the 
when  the  flame  of  the  lamp  was  ur^d  solid  matter  is  dissolved.  Neztevapo- 
with  the  blow-pipe.  Upon  removing  late,  to  expel  the  greater  part  of  the 
all  the  metallic  mercury,  breaking  up  acid  employed.  Add  water  to  the  le- 
the  tube,  and  digesting  this  and  the  mainder,  and  transmit  ekiorine  to 
residual  sublimate  in  nitro-hydrochloric  coagulate  and  remove  the  «t»ifn#^ 
acid,  analysis  of  this  fluid  gave  no  evi-  matter.*  Filter,  boil,  and  concentrate, 
dence  of  even  a  trace  of  mercury,  which  Then  immerse  for  ten  minutes  a  small 
it  must  have  done  had  not  all  the  plate  of  pure  tin,  which,  if  mercury  is 
bichloride  been  completely  reduced  and  present,  will  immediately  be  whitened 
the  mercury  removed.  Hence,  perhaps,  {umiihed  ?)  ;  immerse  another  plate 
it  would  bo  a  legitimate  inference  that  of  tin  for  ten  minutes  5  and  contmoe 
tin  presents  us  in  itself  a  reducing  this  part  of  the  process  till  the  plates 
agent  equal  at  least  in  power  and  effect    cease  to  be  whitened.  Dry  the  tarnished 

to  metallic  silver.    Tin,  however,  has    ■ 

this  advantage  over  silver,  that  it  is  •  The  transminion  of  chlorine,  ■Uhonidi  as 
much  less  expensive,  much  more  easily  propo«ed  for  a  mere  M^<l>nr  povpoM  by 
T\i.rw<«ii»^;i  ««i  *»  w..^  ..:»..«  »^»«u  »^Jl  Devenrie,  i»  the  moit  Importtiit part  of  the  whole 
procured,  and,  to  my  view,  much  more    proceSi.   The  digestion  ^  hydrochloric  add  Is 

I  rapenluoai^  Ibr  if  it,  the 
denee  reduced,  the  add 
t  the  chlorine  will  irnme* 

—  " — .r — —  -J     uiHicij  luiiii  «  pwtuutd bichloride,  whldi  will  ba 

washing  with  ammonia  relieves  from    held  in  solution  by  an  exceee  of  cUorine,  and tbe 

aU  embarrassment  that  might  result  ^^oSnt'rllc^tST^dt'S^'l&r^^ 

from  the  presence  of  the  new  chlonde.  tin  secored  and  rendered  mora  dfectoaL     A 

To  this  1  reply,  that  I  have  not  found  current  of  chlorine  gas  pasMd  throvgli  s  Md 

'   '' boldinic  an  insoluble  compound  of  mefcary  ia 

*  On  roisons,  p.  S85,  Ist  edit.  suspension,  converts  it  Into  a  soluble  bldilorMei 
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lA&tes,  scrape  off  the  tarauhed  surfSsused,  plicatkmsi  will  be  to  insure  the  solution 

put  the  scraping  in  a  proper  tube,  and  of  the  mercury.    This  is  to  be  effected 

heat  over  a  spirit  lamp :  the  mercury  either  by  passmg  a  current  of  chlorine 

will  be  driven  off  from  the  amalgam,  ffas  through  the   suspected  solution, 

and  condense  in  a  ring  of  globules,  filtering,  and  then  washing  through 

Such  is  Devergie's  process.  with  diluted  hydrochloric  acid ;  or  by 

I  have  myself  iriequently  used  fine  adding  to  the  suspected  matters  a  mix- 

erain  tin  instead  of  tin  pjates,  and  I  ture  of  nitric  and  nydrochloric  acids  in 

tnink  the  tin  in  this  state  preferable,  as  the  proportions  to  evolve  chlorine,  fil- 

beingmorecertain«   First,  by  agitation,  tering  and  washing  through  as  above, 

the  fprain  tin  is  made  to  act  upon  eveiy  By  these  means  Uie  mercury  will  be 

particle  of  the  fluid,  so  that  no  atom  of  brought  again  into  solution,  wnich  will, 

the  dissolved  salt  can  so  easily  escape  to  a  great  extent,  be  freed,  by  either  of 

thereducingagencyof themetal.  Again,  the  above  processes,  from  o»;anic  im- 

the  action  IS  rendered  more  certain  and  purities  both  vegetable  ana   animal, 

complete  if  the  solution  of  bichloride  This,  therefore,  brings  the  matter  al- 

contain  a  tolerable  excess  of  hydro-  most  to  the  condition  of  simple  solu* 

chloric  acid«    The  acid  in  proportion  tion;  and  the  grand  point  at  issue  is 

to  its  concentration  attacks  the  tini  the  preferable  reducing  aeent    Firsts 

protochlorideof  tin  is  formed,  and  which  it  is  necessary  to  premise  that  the  con« 

instantly  reacting  precipitates  metallic  ditions  of  solution  must  be  the  same 

mercury.    Now,  all  the  mercury  preci-  throujg;hout,  as  to  concentration,  foreign 

pitated  by  jiny  generated  protochloride  principles,   subsequent   manipulation, 

of  tin,  no  matter  whence  its  origin,  &c.    The  mercury  may  be  precipitated 

subsides  and  is  found  principally  at  the  in  the  metallic  form  by  the  following: 

bottom  of  the  vessel  holding  the  solu<-  finely  divided  silver ;    grain  tin,  or, 

tion.    This  of  course  is  lost  in  the  case  what  is  preferable,  tin  filings,  under 

of  the  tin  plates,  which  become  tar-  similar  conditionsof  tenuity;  solution  of 

nished  by  that  mercury  only  reduced  in  protochloride  of  tin  ^  phosphorous  and 

immediate  contact  with  tlieir  own  sur-  hypo-i^osphoroua  acids*     In  the  two 

faces.    Now  in  the  case  of  tin  finely  first  cases,  although  the  mercury  is 

powdered,  it  falb  to  the  bottom,  and  reduced   to   the   metallic    state,    yet 

imme^ately   amalgamates   with  any  amalgams  subsequenUy  form  with  the 

free  mercury,  and  with  which  too  it  respective  metals.    In  the  case  of  the 

must  of  necessity  come  in  contact  But  silver  amalgam  it  must  be  distilled  to 

even,  should  this  not  be  the  case,  tlb  evolve  the  mercury;  in  the  case  of  the 

mercury  cannot  be  lost,  because  what-  tin  amalffam  mercury  may  be  distilled 

ever  subsides  is  to  be  collected,  and  off;  or  the  tin  may  be  separated  by 

either  heated  immediately  in  a  tube,  or  hydrochloric  acid,  and   the   mercury 

be  first  treated  as  previously  suggested,  thus  set  free  left  behind, 

and  then  heated  in    a  proper  tube.  The  next  three  reagents  are  in  solu- 

Hence,  then,  it  is  evident  that  tin  is  a  tion ;   and  each  precipitates  metallic 

more  delicate   and   effectual  recent  mercury  perfectly  pure  and  unalloyed, 

than  silver  for  mercury  in  solution,  in-  although  it  may  be  mechanically  inter- 

asmuch   as   acidulating   with  hydro-  mixed  with  certain  impurities,  which 

chloric    acid,    and    boiling,    greatly  merely  prevent  the  mercurial  particles 

facilitates  the  action  of  tin,  but  exerts  from  coalescing  into  globules  recog- 

no  such  effect  with  respect  to  silver.  nizable  to  ordinary  vision.  From  these 

In  organic  complication,  if  the  mer-  impurities,  however,  it  is  easily  freed 

cury  be  rendered  insoluble  by  vegetable  by  well-known  methods.     Then  the 

matter,  silver  cannot  possibly  act  unless  Question  now  is,  which  are  the  most 

the  mercurial  salt  be  redissolved,  and  oelicate   and   effectual   reagents,  the 

hydrochloric  acid  alone  cannot  eSsct  solid  metals  or  the  liquid  tests  P  When 

this.    But  hydrochloric  acid  may  ena-  bodies  are  dissolved  in  a  fluid,  the  body 

ble  tin  to  attack  and  reduce  even  the  or  solvend   appears  to  be  uniformly 

vc^elo-organic  compounds  of  mercury;  diffused  throughout  the  solvent;   for 

for  proto-chlorideoftinwiU  reduce  even  every  the  most  minute  particle  of  the 

these,andifthesolutions  be  strongly  add  latter  will  afibrd  traces  more  or  less 

and  boiled  upon  the  tin,  a  proto-cnloride  characteristic  of  the  former;    conse- 

of  the  metal  will 'be  formed.    The  pre-  quently  the  liquid  reagents  seem  to  act 

fierable  plan,  however,  in  organic  com-  under  circuinstances  of  great  advantage. 
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at  least  as  relates  to  delicary,  extent,  by  Dr.  Frampton  in  his  paper  pub* 
and  minuteness  of  division;  and  ex-  lished  in  the  Gazbtte.     1  give  Dr. 
periment  proyes  what  reason  naturally  Frampton  due  credit  for  the  in^nuitv 
infers.    Nothing,  in  fact,  can  equal  in  displayed  in  his  process;  and  had  it 
delicacy  and  e^ct  protochloride  of  tin  not  been  fbr  the  importance  of  the 
in  solution,  and  the  acids  above  named;  subject,  but  more  especially  his  own 
and  I  am  satisfied  no  one  who  will  take  invitation  to  inqniry,  I  should  hardly 
thetrouble  of  comparative  experiments,  have  entered  at  such  length  upon  the 
but  will  give  the  preference  to  the  aiatter.    I  trust  that  what  is  here  ad- 
three  reagents  last  mentioned.  vanced  will  be  regarded  as  emanating 
It  may  here  be  made  a  question  as  from  a  true  desire  to  promote  seienee, 
to  the  bichloride  of  mercury  m  the  solid  and  that  the  remarks  upon  Dr.  Framp- 
state,  or  the  proto-chloride  (calomel),  Ion's  proposal,  and  the  methods  con- 
which  is  incapable  of  solution.    But  trastea  with  it,  shonld  they  be  thought 
this  and  many  other   compounds  of  worthy  a  place  in  the  Gazbtte,  wHi  be 
mercury,  though  insoluble  in    them-  found  couched  in  the  true  spirit  of 
selves,  are  readily  and   immediately  philosophical  inquiry  and  truth;  and 
converted  into  bichloride  by  passing  far  from  emulating  or  striving  after 
chlorine  gas  through  water   holding  cither  mastery  or  triumph, 
them    in    mechanical    suspension,  or  London,  July  9,  isis. 
boiling  with  nitro-hydrochloric  acid. 
Further,  dry  bichloride,  proto-chloride,  ' 

and  many  of  the  other  solid  compounds  M-r«rkTr«  AT     r»  A  »ZT?Tm7» 

of  mercury,  are  immediately  reduced  by  MkjUiLfALt  \jAjjtj  1 1  iii. 

merely  pouring  upon  them  solution  of  A'toAo 

proto-chloride  of  tin,  or  the  phosphorous  Friday,  Avgust  4, 1 843. 

or  hypo-phosphorous  acids ;  and  perhaps  

this  plan  is  tne  preferable.  «,.  ^       «.     «   *  ^        «,.  ^t    ,^. 

Dr.  Frampton  contrasts  the  reducUon    vl"j?^,™"?'*!!;"^*l!!i'"J^'iteiSK7' 
M^A.  A  Acuu^ivr«ivv/uM»o»a  V*  ^  A   t_  At!       ArtisMediea  tueri;  potestM  mode  veniendi  in 

by  metallic  silver  with  that  by  the  pubUcumtit, dicendi periculiim noniwnwo.*" 
alkalies.  The  alkalies  present,  in  every  CiesBo. 

way,  the  most  inconvenient  and  un-  

manageable  processes  in  the  dry  way.  PRIVATE  TUITION. 

It  requires  some  tact,  and  a  great  deal 

of  management,  to  prevent  the  subli-  It  is  well  remarked  by  the  late  Dr. 

mation   of  the   mercurial  salt  unde-  .^old,  in  his   Lectures  on  Modem 

competed.    In  other  i^ses  a  mixture  History,  that  the  struggles  of  a  nation 
of  undecomposed  bichlonde  and  red  ,  .    -  S*  i«      t 

oxide  sublimes,  and  not  a  particle  of  ^^  ^^  ^  P^^^  ^^^  constitutional  pnvi. 

metallic  mercury.    I  have  frequently  leges,  however  laudable  has  been  the 

verified  this  by  treating  the  mixture  object  or  admirable  the  mode  of   its 

with  water  holding  hvdrochlorate  of  pursuit,  do  not  confer  histre  on  victory, 

ammonia  m  solution,  that  part  of  the  r^  ^1.  u^  •     j  v         *.        j» 

bichloride  which  had  escaped  decom-  '^  ^^^  *^"^c^««  obtained  be  not  used 

position ;  and  by  treating  the  residue  »»   furthering  the  nation's  real  wel- 

with  diluted  hy^ochloric  acid,  the  red  fare.     The  proper  object  of  war  is 

^.^^^  ^S?  diMolv^  and  mercurv  iden-  peace ;    of  liberty,  the  power  to  act 

tified.    Therefore  finely  divided  silver  *.  ,  .,        ^^ ,  r^";,    #1,;^  *    „,^    •««— . 

or  tin  presents  the  best,  the  most  effec-  "^^^^  •    ^"^^^^^    *^"««    "^    "^^"^ 

tual,  and  the  most  manageable  reagents  lamentable    than    to   see  advantages 

for  the  reduction  of  the  chlorides  in  which  have  been  gained  at  the  cost  of 

the  dry  way,  and  will  be  preferred  by  j^^^^y^  suffering,  either  wasted  by  being 

?/  tC t^  reifrer  if  *U  K'S;;  tamed  to  no  account  at  all.  or  perverted 

superiority,  yet  from  the  readiness  with  to  mean  and  unworthy  puTp<MC8.  Yet 

which  it  can  be  adapted  for  use,  aind  nothing  is  more  common ;  it  would 

the  greater  facihty  of  obtaining  it,  will,  geem,  indeed,  to  be  one  natural  conse- 

instflicS''^*^'^^^'  ^  '^^^''^^  '"  """^^    'l^^"*^^  ^^  *  prolonged  struggle,  that 

I  have    now  considered,  at  consi-    the  energies  and  the  virtues  which  are 

derablc  length,  the  questions  proposed    required  to  reap  the  fruits  of  victoiy 
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have  been  exhausted  in  the  contest,  and  in  proportion  as  he  does  this  he  dis^ 
have  been  succeeded  by  lamentable  in-  charges  his  duty.  The  educator,  on 
dolence,  or  yet  more  deplorable  abuses,  the  contrary,  has  to  consider  the  gene- 
Nor  is  this  proof  of  the  weakness  of  ral  scope  of  his  pupil's  instruction,  and 
human  nature  to  be  drawn  only  from  especially  the  duties  which  he  will 
public  history  and  from  national  con-  have  to  perform  in  after-life;  and  with 
tests.  The  lives  of  private  individuals  this  object  in  view  he  has  to  consider 
supply  ample  data  for  a  similar  in-  the  capacity  and  powers  of  his  pupil, 
ference.  The  industrious  pursuit  of  the  nature  of  his  studies,  and  the  de- 
wealth  is  often  followed  by  avarice  or  gre^and  mode  in  which  each  may  be 
luxury ;  of  power,  by  tjnfanny  or  arro-  most  beneficially  pursued, 
gance  :  nay,  more—  Tbe  author's  application  of  this  to  the 

. ^     _  II    t  parental  duties  of  the  state  is  not  to  our 

"  Insudnptenfl  somen  fenit,Kqiiiisiiik|iii,     ^  *^        ,                     ,       o««.w « *iwv  w  vi** 

Ultra  quam  aaUt  Mt,  pirtutmm  si  peut  ipMm."  present  purpose ;  but  the  whole  work, 

«  For  Tirtae't  self  may  too  much  seal  be  bad.  of  which  the  most  evident  fault  is  its 

The  worst  of  madmen  is  a  saint  nm  mad.'*  u,^^*«,    ^n   «:  i,i«  .                   ai.     a« 

brevity,  will  nchly  repay  an  attentive 

Cases  in  the  wards  of  Bethlem  or  perusal.    Our  profession  is  one  which 

St  Luke's  are  but  aggravated  speci-  has  a  great  influence  on  the  well-being 

mens  of  a  pathology  which  may  be  of  society ;  we  do  not  quite  agree  Vith 

abundantly  studied  in  private  life ;  nay  those  who  desire  for  its  members  a 

perhaps  each  of  us  may  detect  a  few  large  share  in  the  national  councils, 

symptoms  in  his  own  person.  or  in  the  honours  and  rewards  which 

The  waste  of  powers  in  acquiring  attend  public  services,  for  we  believe 
means  without  judiciously  directing  that  our  daily  private  ministrations  to 
them  to  an  end,  is  seldom  seen  more  the  comfort  of  individuals,  though 
remarkably,  and  never  more  lamen-  more  humble,  are  more  useful ;  and, 
tably,  than  in  education.  To  put  out  moreover,  that  a  frequent  competition 
of  the  question  those  rarer  instances  of  for  public  office  and  public  honours 
excessive  zeal,  where  youths  spend  would  detract  from  our  specific  value 
prematurely  in  the  acquisition  of  sci-  as  professional  men ;  yet  as  we  would 
ence  the  health  and  strength  which  have  each  man  in  his  own  circle 
should  have  supported  them  through  bring  the  weight  of  his  personal  in- 
a  life  of  practical  usefulness,  we  shall  fluence  to  bear  as  largely  as  possi- 
meet  with  too  many  cases  where  the  ble  on  the  public  good,  so  we  think 
powers  which  with  the  most  careful  it  highly  important  that  the  gene- 
adjustment  would  barely  have  sufficed  ral  views  of  each  one  of  us,  the  tone 
for  the  purposes  of  their  possessor,  have,  of  feeling  and  of  action,  should  receive 
by  early  mismanagement,  been  made  allpossible  help  towards  thur  justness, 
useless  or  detrimental.  their  elevation,  and  their  purity;  and 

The  acute  writer  on  history,  whose  to  this  end  a  philosophical  study  of 

opinion  is  alluded  to  above,  draws  a  history  will  very  much  conduce, 

beautiful  and  just  distinction  between  One  of  the  inconveniences  under 

the  duty  of  tbe  professor  and  the  edu-  which  a  pupil  labours  on  commencing 

cator.    The  teacher  of  a  special  science  his  studies,  is  that  each  course  of  lectures 

or  branch  of  education  is  bound  to  in-  contains  much  information  which,  in 

struct  his  pupil  to  the  utmost  of  his  the  present  state  of  hb  knowledge,  he 

power  in  the  particular  branch  which  is  either  quite  unable  to  understand,  or 

he  professes.  This  is  to  be  not  merely  his  which,  at  least,  he  cannot  apply,  and 

prominent  object,  but  his  only  one;  and  which  he  can  only  retain  by  a  mere 
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cfTort  of  memory.    This  is  an  unavoid-  of  what  he  is  about  to  say— 4hat  the 

able  coDsequence  of  each  course  being  premises  he  is  so  carefully  stadng  ha^e 

complete  in  itself.    The  lecturer  is  ad-  already  suggested  the  conclusionfl— that 

dressingtwoclasses  at  once— the  totally  bis  most  brilliant  and  startling  propo- 

uninformed,and  those  who  have  already  aitions  will  be  leccivedwith  coolnesSi 

become  familiar  with  much  of  what  he  and  his  very  jokes  cither  heard  with 

is  telling  them;  to  the  former,  there-  gravity  or  laughed  at  by  antidpaiion. 

fore,  much  must  be  unintelligible,  to  This  is  an  alarming  prospect  for  a  man 

the  latter  much  must  be  wearisome,  of  taste  and  earnestness;  and  by  and 

and,  notwithstandmg  all  the  skilUhat  ^V  ^^  absence  of  his  more  advanced 

may  be  exerted  to  give  colour  and  P«pi^  convinces  him  that  his  ten 

relief   to    the    most    important   and  were  not  unfounded.  He  retonchea  fats 

prominent  features,  and  to  point  out  to  w<"^^»  "»d  endeavours  to  revive  the 

each  class  what  parte  require  the  most  ^^S^S  interest  of  the  seniors,  by  dis- 

marked  attention,  the  general  effect  of  cussing  points  of  clinical  importance ; 

a  long  course  of  lectures  is  aUnost  inva-  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  finds  his  young  pupils,  the 

riably  to  tire  out  the  patience  of  many :  freshmen  of  his  class,  looking  posled, 

and  though  no  doubt  the  emptiness  of  ^^  ^^  sees  that  for  them  he  is  going 

the  benches  is  mainly  due  to  the  mere  too  far  or  too  fast, 

seductions  of  indolence  or  pleasure,  yet  ^^^^  one  knows  how  ehUdren  are 

the  smallest  show  of  reason  for  absence  *P*  ^o  loathe  the  food  of  grown*ap 

adds  incalculably  to  the  force  of  temp-  P^^ple  when  minced  and  mashed  into 

tation,  and  too  often  not  only  confirms  •»  unmeaning   pulp   by  over-cateful 

the  unprincipled,  who  would  have  done  ^^^^  ^^  ^ow  it  disagrees  with  them 

wrong  just  as  much  without  it,  but  when  they  are  persuaded  to  swaDow  it  i 

overcomes  the    hist   scruple    of  the  »»^  ^^  ^  ^he  disgust  and  weariness 

wavering.  ^th  which  the  young  receive  history 

Yet  the  duty  of  the  professor  is  to  ^^^  unskilfully  reduced  to  stories, 

make  his  course  complete,  and,  during  ^^^  Walter  Scott  found  he  had  told  the 

theproce8Sofcompo8ition,hi8ownmind  ^^^  series  of  Tales  of  a  Ghrandfiathev 

is  stimulated,  and  his  labours  are  made  too  childishly,  and  improved  his  style 

tolerable,  by  the  agreeable  task  of  elimi-  afterwards.     The  professor  who  tries 
nating  first  principles  from  the  stores  of    *o  teach  in  the  reading-made-easy  style 

his  knowledge,  and  arranging  them  in  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^e  manner,  that  his  fare 

order  and  clearness  for  the  tabula  rata  offends  the  robust,  and  overloads  the 

of  the  young  and  uninstructed  mind;  weak   intellect.     It  is  surely  better 

he  is  then  carried  into  the  more  abstruse  ^or  studente  that  a  man  of  powerfol 

and   intricate   parte   of   his  subject,  mind  should  fling  down  the  hardest 

discussing  the  most  difficult  and  dis-  propositions,  to  be  worked  out  by  the 

puted  pointe,  stating  the  various  ques-  diligence  and  ingenuity  of  his  class, 

tions  with  clearness,  and  summing  up  than  that  every  thing  should  be  redaoed 

the  argumente  with  all  the  acuteness  to  the  very  easiest  terms.    The  great 

of  which  he  is  master.  practical  objection  is,  that  some  are 

But  when  the  lectures,  which  had  apt,  after  a  short  struggle  with  their 

satisfied  him  during  their  composition,  difficulties,  to  be  left  behind,  and  to 

and  received   attention   during  their  acquire  the  very  dangerous  habit  of 

first  delivery,  come  to  be  repeated,  the  imagining  that  their  deficiency  will  be 

professor  feels  internally  conscious  that  supplied  when  the  course  is  repeated, 

(me-half  of  his  audience  most  be  aware  Many  have  thus  consoled  themselves 
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season  after  season,  till,  when  the  time  bodies,  sikd  the  only  instruction  which 
comes  for  examination,  the  grinder  they  afford  h  that  conveyed  in  the  list 
appears  the  only  person  who  can  set  of  subjects  for>8xamination — a  concise 
matters  to  rights.  The  remedy  for  piece  of  information,  and  as  puzzling 
much  of  this  evil  seems  to  fall  within  as  attempts  at  condensation  generally 
the  legitimate  province  of  the  tutor,  are,  "  brevis  esse  laboro,  obscurus 
and  to  consist  in  carefully  snperin-    fio.'' 

tending  the  progress  of  each  pupil.  It  would  be  tmjust  to  our  abl^t  pro- 
showing  him  what  is  elementary  and  fessors  to  forget  the  admirable  advice 
fundamental  —  what  he  really  must  contained  in  their  introductory  lectures: 
master  at  the  time,  and  what  may  many  of  these  might  be  quoted  as  sound 
safely  be  left  to  a  future  course.  and  unexceptionable  suggestions  for  the 

The  weekly  examinations  do  much  complete  education  of  the  student,  and 
towards  raising  the  average  infor-  useful  to  him  in  every  relation  of 
mation  of  a  class,  but  require  in-  professional  or  private  life ;  but  these 
telligence,  diligence,  and  confidence ;  lectures  are  heard  but  once  in  each 
and  as  it  is  yet  nearly  optional  with  course,  or,  if  the  maxims  they  contain 
the  student  to  attend  them  or  not,  they  are  occasionally  repeated,  they  are  in- 
are  soon  deserted  by  the  very  class  sufficient  to  restrain  the  refractory  or  to 
who  most  need  them — the  slow,  the  in-  stimulate  the  indolent;  we  are  inclined, 
dolent,  and  the  diffident  The  directions  therefore,  to  believe  that  there  is  a  dif- 
of  public  bodies,  as  to  the  order  in  ference  between  the  public  duties  of 
which  lectures  are  to  be  attended,  are  the  professor  and  the  private  functions 
meant  to  ensure  a  systematic  and  of  the  educator,  which  will  be  bene- 
gradnal  mode  of  instruction,  and  cer-  iicially  recognised  when  tuition  on 
tainly  the  intention  is  good,  but  many  something  like  a  collegiate  system  shall 
parts  even  of  the  earlier  subjects  must,    have  been  more  extensively  adopted, 

if  the  professor  desire  to  make  his  course 

complete,  be  endently  beyond  the  un.        pellqwES'  CLINICAL  PRIZE 
assisted  comprehension  of  his  younger  REPORTS 

pupils.      Materia  medica  and  thera-  ,     ' 

^      c  1        .    .        .J  By  Axfrbd  J.  Tapson, 

peutics,  for  example,  what  a  wide  range  ,,  ,      .^  r.  «      u     ••  i  ,0^0 

*  - '.  -  .  ®  University  CoUeg«  Hoipital,  1842. 

does  this  present;  from  the  commonest 

acquaintance  with  the  mere  physical  ,  [Continued  ftom  p.  sao.] 

properties  of  a  drug,  to  the  most  subtle 

application  of  remedies  amidst  the  com-    C^«  F^:r^'!r!lIw'^*J7t 

fr    . .  -    -.  .1.      ,    .         ,        caM  with,  and  tomewhat  masked  by 

plications  of   disease,    the    last    and       pMumonia ;   and  whw  both  these  had 

always  unfinished  labour  of  the  most  been  cured  by  the  use  ^f  opium,  calomel, 

accomplished  veteran.  '«'•'«'•  '^'«^'  "^^  leeches,  an  attack  qf 

A      4U       ^1     ,.      .      .u      .  J     *,  hepatitis  came  on,  whtch  was  success^ 

Another  diflicultjr  in  the  student's  j^jiy  treated  by  cupping,  blue  pilh  and 

way,  jnstly  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Arnold,  taraxacum, 

is  the  duty  no  less  than  the  inclination  Akthur  C,  «t.  24,  admitted  May  24th, 

of   each  professor  to    insist  on   the  1842,  under  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson:  a  tall 

•^•.^^;»^«    i^,^^^^^^    ^f    V,;-     ^«rN  thin  man,  of  ncrvona  temperament;    pale 

prominent   importance   of   his    own  ^^  ^^ j;,  ^d  light  hairf  unmarried:  a 

special  science ;      the  duties  of    the  ^^^  ^«  trade.    His  habits  have  been  very 

educator  being  rather  to  assign  to  each  irr^^nlar  for  several  yean,  always  drinking 

its  own  nlace  and  value      The  onlv  freely,  and  ftrequently  getting  dnmk;  parents 

lis  own  place  ana  ▼aiuc.     xne  omy  ij^^^j^'u^j       ^^^d  both  healthy,  aUo  seven 

educators  in  this  sense  of  the  word  for    brothers   wd  sisters,   all    pretty  healthy, 
medical  students,   are   the   licensing    Previotts  health  always  deUcate ;  but  he  has 
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never  been  laid  up  with  any  illness,  ezo^t-  pnlse  148,  soft,  and  moderately  ftill ;  hat  a 
ing  scarlatina.  slight  cough,  bat  no  expectoration  ;  there  is 
The  circumstances  under  which  the  present  still  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  epigastrium, 
attack  came  on  were  as  follows  (they  were  and  also  on  the  right  side  of  the  d^st,  mid- 
chiefly  learnt  from  his  sister,  who  came  with  way  between  the  sternum  and  lateral  median 
him).  On  the  16th  and  17th  inst.  he  got  line.  Bowels  have  been  opened  twice  in  the 
▼ery  drunk  indeed ;  since  then  he  has  night.  In  the  course  of  the  forenoon  he  be- 
scarcely  drank  anything.  ,  Nothing  was  ob-  came  quite  outrageous,  and  had  a  straight 
serred  amiss  till  the  erening  of  the  20th,  waistcoat  applied  for  a  short  time. 

Til'fi.'luiyP**"!!^  ^^^^'  "*  T        ^  Calomel,  gr.  ij.;    PuIt.  Omi.  gr.  j.; 
that  he  felt  very  stupid  and  heavy :  on  the        ^  rr.^    ^^'  f* »  .  ,  ii-^iL.  J?  -  V 

21st  he  was  attacked  with  pain  in  the  head,  tS^'^iJ^'  ^J'L!^^'  %±L 

back,  chest,  and  Umbs  ;  shiv^g ;  short.  S^^t'^^^'^ri^tpito^lS 

neH  <rf  bmtbioc  j  gift  thint ;  great  de-  "«<»>■•  ^""^  ""«"*"  «i»pii«  nmi 

prankm  uid^SkiSr-    on  the  22d  hi.  ope  Untei  epphcmd^ 

manner  was  remarked  to  be  very  strange ;        26th. — Has  slept  a  little  daring  the  night 

he  kept  pointing  about  the  room  with  his  for  the  first  time  since  the  attack ;  and  has 

finger ;  could  not  sleep  at  all  from  the  time  been  much  more  quiet,  though  still  restless 

he  was  first  taken  ill ;  the  breathing  con-  and  fidgetty,   and  constantly  talking  in  a 

tinued  quick ;  the  skin  became  very  hot ;  he  low  unintelligible  manner.  The  countenance 

complained  of  severe  pain  in  the  right  side  much  improved,  the  suffVision  of  the  eyes, 

and  at  the  epigastrium,  and  had  a  slight  nose,  &c.  much  diminished ;  tongue  hia  a 

cough.  more  slimy  appearance  and  a  brownish  tinge ; 

On  his  admission  on  the  evening  of  the  pupils  rather  contracted ;  the  respirations  36 

24th,  the  chief  symptoms  were  the  heat  of  in  a  minute  ;  pulse  120,  soft ;  no  tenderness 

skin,  frequent  respiration,  the  above  pain,  at  the  epigastrium  now ;  bowels  not  opened 

tenderness  on  pressure  in  the  same  parts,  since  yesterday  momii^p,  and  has  passed  no 

thirst,  depression,  &c. ;  there  was  a  rough  urine  for  the  same  time.     (The  catheter  was 

sound,   resembling    friction    sound,    heard  introduced   in  the  afternoon,    and  several 

below  the  right  scapula,  but  no  dulness  on  ounces  of  high-coloured  urine  drawn  oflT.) 

^  *  |t>  Calomel,  gr.  v. ;  01.  Crotonis,  ll|j. ; 

He   was    ordered  —  Hhmd.    No.    vi^. ;  Mic.  Panis,  q.  s.  f.  pil.  statim  sobi. 

Epigastrio  admov.  ^  Haust.  purgans  horA  post  pUoUon,  si 

9>  Calomel  gr.  v.  statim  somend.  opus   sit,   sumendus.      Cont.  pil.  ex 

^  Haust.  Niger,  eras  mane.  Opio,  etc. 

Ph  Liq.  Ammon.  Acet.  f^. ;  Sodae  Tart         27th. — Has  passed  a  much  better  night, 

gr.   zv. ;  Sodie   Carb.   gr.   v.      Mist,  having  slept  a  good  deal,  and  been  generally 

Camph.  f^.     M.   f.   haust.   8v&  qq.  yery  still  and  quiet ;  appears  quite  sensible, 

hor&  sum.  answers  questions  readily  and  much  moie 

^.  .       ««  J  .1  distinctly;  face  pale,  and  and  has  a  heavy 

May  25th.— Haspassed  a  very  restiess  expression ;  the  h>i  and  tongue  are  very  dry ; 

night ;  crying  and  frequently  attemptmg  to  ^j^^,  ^^^  i«  so  dry  that  it  can  scarcely  be 

get  out  of  bed.     His  countenance  is  very  protruded  beyond  the  teeth }  the  temperatore 

imtable  and  suspidous ;  Us  manner  very  j^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^q^o  Yb^t.  ;  but  the  head  is 

unttsy,  hands  and  fingers  in  atoost  inces-  „^,^  ^,  ^^  comforUble.    Respirations  32 

nnt  motKm,  picking  about  the  bed-cloth«,  j„  ^  ^^^^ .  ^^  1 12,  weak  a£d  variable 

&c. :  on  the  l«»t;iobche  starts  suddenly  y^^^,^  ^^^^  ^^^    ^^  ^^1^^^  faregnlar 

round  and  looks  frightened  ;  talks  a  great  j^^  comphdmi  of  the  pain  hi  the  right  side 

desl  in  a  low  tone,  and  faicoherentiy  :  he  is  ^^  cxaiming    the   ^    posteriorly    the 

qmte  sensible  whoi  spoken  to,  and  answers  ^^^  ^  pei^ussion  was  fbuid  to  be  dull  in 

auestions  ration^,  but  his  memory  ^  so  4^^,  lower  two-thirds   on  the  right,    with 

deficient  tlwt  he  frequently  oonteadicts  hun-  crepitation  distinct  in  the  same  sitoation ;  in 

self.    Thetodf^  very  hot;  the  eyes  «nd  the^ipper  third  the  respiration  was  loud. 

nose  ani  led,  a^  have  been  rnmdng ;  the  AnterSriy  hi  the  situation  of  the  pam  tiiere 

lips  are  of  a  bright  vwmUion  colomr  and  ^   mui-crepitant   and   someSonowms 

dry;  the  tongue  vei7  red  along  ^mamn  rf^chus.    Bowels  have  been  freely  opened ; 

;Sl'iiAri^fer''1^^'SJS^^^  evacuation,  dark  and  offensive  5 'uiiTin. 

yeiiowisb  slimy  fUr.  Tne  surraoe  01  tne  ooay  is  cnnatd  in  ouantitv 

hot  and  dry;  he  would  not  allow  the  thermo-         ...    _.      .     m  ,    *   i..      »n— 1.  a 

meter  to  be  pUced  in  the  axiUa  (suspecting,        -'^^^  ^mgul.  pUul.  Antim.  Tsit.  gr.  f  ; 

he  told  me  afterwards,  that  we  were  going  to  Pergat  haustos  sahn. 

cut  him)  ;  but  in  the  bend  of  the  elbow  the        28th.'Conthiues  to  improve ;  the  pain 

temperature  was  upwards  of  100$  Fah. ;  in  the  side  is  less ;  breathing  slower ;  pulse 

the  respirations  54  in  a minate, and  shallow;  96,  fuller  and  softer ;   tongue  moist;  gums 
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slightly  tumid  and  red  ;  thirst  leas ;   crepi-  cannot  sleep  well  at  night ;   oongh  nearly 

tation  distinct  in  the  same  situation  as  be-  ceased ;   appetite  returning  again  ;    bowels 

fore ;   bowels  open ;  urine  plentiful,  high-  regular ;  urine  natural. 

'     .,  ,       '              .     *      ^    «  5^  Solut.  Morphise  Bimeconatis  tnxviii. ; 

Sumat.  pUulum  8vA.  qq.  hor&.    Beef-tea  Mist.  Camph.  fjiss.  ft.  haust.  omni 

a  pint  daily.  nocte    sumendus.      Chop    daUy,    and 

3l8t.— Countenance  is  now  quite  natural ;  ^^^  »  P"»t  of  porter, 

head  clear;    no  confusion  of   ideas;    the  14th.— Has    slept    much    better;     feels 

memory  is  improved;    tongue  moist,  and  stronger   and  better  altogether;    has  le«s 

much  cleaner ;  no  thirst ;  appetite  returning ;  pain  ;  no  cough ;  tongue  moderately  clean ; 

the  respiration  natural  in  frequency  ;   pulse  appetite  good;   bowels  rather  confined,  and 

78,  and  rather  weak  ;  pain  in  the  side  not  gtools  dark  coloured, 
constant,  felt  chiefly  when  he  coughs  ;  the 

cough  is  frequent   and    troublesome,   and  ^  Olei  Ricini,  f^. ;    Aq.  Menth.  Pip. 

accompanied  with  scarcely  any  expectora-  QJ*  *  1^c*»  Camph.  C.  iy.    Ft.  haust 

tion  ;  excretions  firoe.  ^^'  *>•  wnend. 

Omitt.  pil.     Peigat.  Haust.    Milk  diet,  16th. — Sleeps  well  and  dreams  but  little ; 

and  chop  erery  other  day,  instead  of  whereas  when  he  came  in,  if  he  dosed  at  all, 

teef-tea.  he  had  the  most  horrible  dreams,  seeing 

June  Ist—CompUins  more  ofthe  pain  In  u!^' ^;  }■  J^  P^  I*  not  quite  gone,  ud 

». ,  , „  _.  .  „»  rt.'l  J.I.,  J  J.  „»  .1,.  .i,.^ .  •»  •*y»  "« »*»»  M  if  he  liad  a  weigtit  on  hia 

Ae  lower  part  of  die  nglit  aide  of  the  cheat ;  ^  when  he  liea  on  hia  backf  i»  much 

there  u  aome  dulneaa  on  percoaaion,  with    .»„__„  ,•.._  ■ <»••  "~  ^"J  ~^ 

bronchialraapiration  andbro^hophon^  here ;  •*«"«"  than  he  waa  a  weelc  aince. 
and  posteriorly  the  crepitation  is  still  heard  To  be  discharged :  cured  of  delirium  tre- 
at the  end  of  a  forcible  inspiration,  but  not  mens,  and  pneumonia. 

"  2d^mi^^r;iicame^^  in^"!  V^  ^^T'  T  ^^1^1 

4th.-The  pain  in  the  side  is  less;   the  f^.  ^,^}^T^^.\^^L^  T^  ^ 

cough  better;*^  expectoration;  the  head  ^"™?«,*^  ^^^1,^  been  out  from  the 

isq^tedear     has  hadno  return  of  the  de-  ^^S'^^  ^?  ^  ^  "^^^^  P^  "^  .*^! 


lirium;   hef^Teryweak;   the  tongue  is  jjg^t  side,  in  the  sameritw^ 
clean  and  natural;    pub»    100,  soft,  and  before  he  was  Jschargcd,  t«.  about  a^ 
easily  compressed  •   appetite  cood  •  bowels  °^^^  "**  margins  of  the  ribs,  and  it  has  ex- 
regular  ;  Jrine  abilndj^twid  £Zd.  J*^^^^^  *u~^'^"?  ^^  Jl,*^  T°*  * 

«  »  it.  .  ri        •«      ^1          A  -J-  e.  ,  1-  utterly  the  pain  has  been  a  good  deal  more 

*  Infusi  Cascarilse,  Siss. ;   Acadi  Sulph.  gevere,  it  is  increased  by  external  pressure, 

Dil.  njvm. ;  M.  f.  hanst.  bis  quotidie  also  by  coughing,  &c. ;  he  has  also  had  pain 

sumendus.    FuU  diet.  oocasionaUy  at  the  lower  angle  of  the  left 

7th. — Has  not  been  so  well  since  he  has  scapula  :  he  says,  moreover,  that  he  used, 

had  the  last  medicine ;  has  had  headache  >lH>ut  three  years  ago,  to  suffer  a  good  deal 

and  more  pain  in  the  side ;  and  has  been  ^^  P^  ^>^>  <^  whenever  he  got  drunk 

shivering  several  tunes ;  the  skin  now  feels  ^^  ^"'^  ^^  ^^'7  ^t  ^^  caused  a  severe 

very  hot  (it  is  104^  Vnh.  in  the  axilla);  P&in  in  the  right  side;  whilst  he  has  been  out, 

pulse  quick,  and  he  complains  of  some  pal-  be  has  (he  says)  been  very  careful  as  to  his 

pitation  of  the  heart ;  is  thirsty,  and  has  no  ^^>  ^  only  drank  from  half  a  pint  to  a  pint 

appetite  for  food.    The  physical  signs  are  of  porter  daily,  never  more ;  his  appetite  has 

much  diminished  in  the  back  ;   the  dulness  ^^  good,  but  he  has  vomited  occasionally 

is  almost  gone,  and  no  distinct  crepitation,  '^^  breakfast,  and  always  brought  up  a  good 

either  coane  or  fine.  ^^  of  bile ;   he  has  taken  a  good  deal  of 

Omitt.  haust    Admov.HirudinesNo.x.  zeroise;  the  cough  is  very  trifling;  he  looks 

parU  thoracis  dolenti.    Low  diet.  °^^' 

^,.      _  ,          ,,.,,...  Applic.  Cucurb.  cruent.  lateri  dextro  ad 

eth. — Fain  mudi  relieved  by  the  leeches ;  f^xvj. 

skm  moist  and  cooler  (100<»  Fsh.  in  the  jt  PIL  Hydr.  Ext.  Hyos.  aa.  gr.  ij.;  Ext. 

*™")'  Tkrax.  gr.  v.     M.f.  pil.  ij.     Sumatnr 

lldi.— Ptin  is  only  fslt  when  he  takes  a  ^na  8va.  qq.  horil.    HdUddle  diet, 
deepbmth;  it  is  now  quite  at  the  margins 

of  the  ribs  and  rather  bdow ;  there  is  some  5th.— Feels  much  better ;    the  pain   is 

tenderness  on  pressure  here,  and  extending  ^^^^  ^^^  *^«ro :  ■le^s  well ;   the  tongue 

to  the  qplgastrium ;  the  dulness  of  the  liver  ^^^  cleaner ;  bowels  open ;    urine  free, 

extends  about  an  indi  and  a  half  bdow  the  naturaL 

margins  of  the  ribs ;   the  skin  is  still  too  Applic.   Emplast.  Canth.  amplum  lateri 

hot,  but  is  moist ;  he  feeb  very  weak,  and  •    dextro ;  pergat  in  usu  pilul. 
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JL  Decoct.  Taraz.  f^iss. ;   Addi  Nitrici  of  the  pnpil ;  the  raffosion  of  the  ejet ;  fhe 

Dilati,  n\x. ;  Acidi  Hydrochloride  tt|Y.  farred  and  slun j  state  of  the  tongne,  &c. 

M.  f.  haost.  ter  die  somendiifl.  We  refer  the  heat  of  £K^  head,  &c.  to  this 

6th.-The  WiBter  hag  risen  weU,  and  dis-  class,  because  they  snbsidoi  with  the  ddirinm 

I.       J  /J^i       *i:       •    -^  'Y*"!  cm«  ««  J  tremor,   although  the  pneumonia  was 

charged  freely ;  the  pain  is  nearly  gone  ;    it     .,       .  *.         .5  -i-^  %i. --    —  •vs. 

ta  Botincreaid  by  a  deep  iMpiritiS.  **"  .T '^"^J./w^.^!!^' ^  ^ 

7th.-Paiii  is  onlT  felt  when  be  takes  a  ""  the  pabrat  s  fin*  attack,  and  be  was 

dJp  inspiration  i  hefeeU  quite  weS;  pnlse  l?^^«'^^  '^^""SlTKZiT^i^fZT 

natiral  /tongue  clean  j  gums  not  teider  or  l**']!'*^  P~'*T  ^"^^i^^JSTJ^,^ 

n        *v         ^•4.       ® J     u       1-^1  though  it  was  dear,  from  the  sottne^p  of  toe 

"''n!^Kl^*2!!S    ^   '  bowdaregnkr.  ^^%,  ^j.^^^  ^^  li^tt,  fiwU  an- 

uiscnarged  curen.  swering  questions,  and  the  character  o(  the 

•D ^„      rnu     j«          ••*!.•    ^  ^  delirium,   that  there  was  but  little,  if  any 

Remakks. — The  dtagnotts  m  this  case  -gA-yj  uhrenitis 

was  ^fficdtU  first.  Mid  could  scarcely  be  ^^^  ^e^;,o»«  rt/err»fc  to  tkepmem. 

formed  wj^  certain^  without  a  toovrledge  J;.;  ^^1,^-^  b«t  and  dryness  SfSe 

of  the  previous  history  and  habits  of  the  , .           .  ,    ^^i.^    .^j  ^...^;« j«   «i.-aj 

patient.    Judging  merdy  from  the  condition  !^°|X"  V«^t  ™„tor^^oSS 

that  be  was  in;  most  woid  have  pronounced  f*'P™^"K^^i*  ^».TS!frJ!^i^^^' 

it  a  case  of  tyi.hus  fever,  with  some  inflam-  ^!^  ^^  ^^  f  ^*l?»i^^^?^' 

matory  affeeti^  of  the  chest  j  but  when  the  f*  '*  "'.'«7  ?"  "">***  '^  "^  "  'J^^^ 

Mi^t^^si  h.wsf.  *»*  ♦!.-  ^M^I  -4»u  ♦!,-  ^-  "»  *  minute  from  pneumonia  m  an  adolt) ; 

previous  habits  of  Ae  patient,  with  the  cir.  ^^      pdn  and  tenderness  of  th^ 

comstances  under  which  the  attack  came  on,  *;^^  .jT"*  ^^    ^u_*  •  ^^^rLjvL  .  jZZ 

and  the  mode  of  attack,  were  taken  in  con-  r«^*,  "*^^  t,         l^  '     ^^.  ^  J^. 

nection   with  the   existing  symptoms  and  breaUi  or  by  coughmg;  a  shght  cough;  a 

«i-«-  n-  Tk^—^ t.  TtL               ^j  •*  rough  respiratory  murmur,  &c.    These  do 

r„*^'.  «J?^JK?     ♦         pronounced  It  „ot«i„^te  thj  existence  of  pneumonia; 

^if^in?.m™.2^rt^.  T'?^   ''^/^  todeed  that  could  not  be  ascertained  tin 

with  inflammation  of  the  chest ;  and  the  „i„^„^,i,    _t,„  ,t,«  «.w».~»«.  -»  c 

fhrther  progress  of  the  case,  and  the  result  of  ^^!^^^jJ^„^'J^^^t^^ 

tbe  titi^^t  adopted  in  accordance  with  !^''^?,iJl?i!""  ""..T^r^'  ^^ 

thbajgnoMs.  quite' ^.nflrmedit.  ncS'lS'Tbe" paS* .T  U  SLS^ 

we^d  he'hJS d  1.  ^dT't      ft^  (•**  "«»'*•)•  "'«'»*^  '^  "™  *^- 

Ti2.ontiie20UiofMay.    Now  tiiese  are  pre-  the  phyncal  si^s,  tiiw^  petite,  wwe 

^i^mt*Tri'ste.';^'4d"'  s^«- ^"S-^'^tiTs^'t: 

m«di.t^W  «ft«.  .iH-lrin.  .-  -„-Ji.i  .-.L„f  f«n«  redness  of  the  lips  and  of  the  manpn 


medUtdy  after  drinking  an  unusual  amount.  "7T  r^        ^  «c  up.  auu  «.  w«  , 

SeconS.  as  to  the  Lfe  ^  attack.     It  I'^l!?^*^^'^^'^,^*,^ 

commenced  with  a  state  of  gi^t  irritability,  l^^^l^t^l^^^^T^!^ 

and  a  feelingofdepression;  constant  wafa^I  oo  pressure  m  the  epigastric  regHm.    TTiese 

fuh.ess.orifhedSed.tallhe,peedayawoke  SLtXI^i^^JSf.JIfL'SSSrS^ 

In  consequence  of  some  fright  dream;  tuni^y^^^  with  the  debrwm  tawMos 

toJISSUt  uif^S^rSd'a"J^^5i^dS!li  ^'T*'''  **!iH°*vwvr2Jrsi  'C  "* 

look ,  loss  of  appetit; ;  «id  thTrest  of  the  fff'^jf.^T'^'*"  "^^  T*T±^ 

symptoms  befon^etd^ed.  "f.  ??' /U?"^  i*    ?°!L*'*  dj^jiosu 

tCs^i  «!.«  ...~-«»-.  ^u.i  .-iw.^^  ».  which  had  been  made  and  acted  on.     It  was 

oaiL^T^^^t^'S^r^^.  evident  that  a  combination  of  remedie.  was 

^^Jtb.e'^^sijsr"' "'  *"""  s^s^.'"'^ir:^'*o^^"r's 

■^  delirium  tremens ;  and  leeches,  mereiuy,  and 

(a).  Tko9€  rrftrrikle  to  the  deHrimm  tre-  antimonial  salines,  for  the  gastric  afieetkm 

mew  were— the  irritablet  uneasy,  and  sus-  and  inflammation  of  the  huags.    The  eflfect 

pidous  appearance  of  the  countenance ;  the  of  theee  remedies  was  the  spMdy  fobaidaMe 

idea  that  some  one  was  going  to  ii^ure  Um ;  of  all  the  symptoms  referrible  to  the  nervovs 

the  continual  tremukma  motion  of  ^e hands  tyftem    and    stomach;    and  then,  as  the 

and  fingers ;    reatiessness  and  inability  to  pneumonia  had  decidedly  manifeatad  Hadf, 

sleep  ;  the  sudden  starting  on  the  least  noise ;  tiie  quantity  of  antimony  was  increaaed,  aad 

the  constant  incoherent  talking ;  and  with  the  oslomd  continued,  until  the  guma  were 

these  may  probably  also  be  daaaed,  the  heat  tUf^Uy  affected ;  and  under  this  treatmeot 

of  the  head ;   the  slightiy  contracted  state  the  symptoms  gradually  diminished,  and  on 
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the  4th  of  Jane,  as  weakneis  wu  the  moa^  fonned  in  his  lungs,  cirrhosis  in  the  liver, 

prominent  symptom,  he  was  ordered  a  tonic  and  not  unlikelj,  also,  granular  degeneration 

draught  and  increased  amount  of  food.    It  of  the  kidnejrs,  should  he  not  be  cut  off  by  a 

appeared,  however,  that  it  was  rather  too  recurrence  of  the  delirium  tremens, 

early ;  at  all  events  he  had  a  return  of  fever-  The  eaute  of  the  delirium  tremens  was 

ishoess  and  pain,  and  the  physical  signs  obviously   the   sudden   diminution    in   the 

showed  that  the  inflammation  was  not  alto-  quantity  of  spirit  drank,  after  a  great  excess, 

gether  removed.    This  slight  return  was,  His  habits  of  drinking  also  probably  gave 

however,  soon  removed  by  the  application  of  rise,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  disease  of  the 

a  few  leeches,  and  the  substitution  of  low  liver  and  stomach  |  and  whether  the  pneu- 

dict  for  a  few  days,  and  alter  about  the  lOth  monia  was  to  be  traced  to  the  same  or  not 

June  there  were  no  symptoms  referrible  to  was  doubtful.    There  was  no  evidence  of  his 

the  lungs.               •  having  been  exposed  to  cold  or  wet,  and  we 

But  about  this  time  a  new  diiease  began  know  that  pneumonia  is  not  at  all  an  unfre- 

to  manifest  itself,  marked  by  pain  in  the  quent  complication   of   delirium  tremens: 

right  side  below  the  margins  of  the  ribsi  thus,  it  is  stated  in  the  Mrdical  Gazette 

tenderness  on  pressure  in  this  situation,  pain  of  May  13th,  1841,  by  Professor  Budd,  that 

in  the  shoulder-blade,  and  on  percussion  the  « the  organs  most  frequently  inflamed,  in 

liver  was  found    to    descend   lower   than  this  disease,  are  Uie  stomach  and  the  lungs." 

naturaL     These   symptoms   indicated    the     

existence   of  hepatitis  t    but   without  any  wwwnt^at   m^or^nx^ 

treatment  being  specially  adapted  to  this  MEDICAL  REFORM, 

he  improved,  and  was  discharged  cured  of  _         ^,.         "~3 — „  „    ,  ^     ^, 

the  deUrium  tremens  and  pneumoma.  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Soon  after  he  left  the  hospital  tiie  pain  in  Sie, 
the  side  became  more  severe,  and  in  a  little  You  were  pleased,  in  April  last,  to  publish  a 
more  than  a  fortnight  be  was  re-admitted,  request  of  mine,  that  the  gentlemen  em- 
having  the  same  symptoms  as  when  he  went  ployed  under  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act, 
out,  only  greatly  increased  in  severity,  and  in  charge  of  the  sick  poor,  would  be  so  good 
some  new  ones  had  appeared.  The  pain  as  to  send  to  me  such  information  as  might 
now  extended  froni'  the  side  round  to  the  enable  me  to  draw  up  a  paper,  or  digest,  on 
back ;  the  liver  descended  fblly  an  inch  and  the  subject  of  the  grievances  they  suffered 
a  half  below  the  margins  of  the  ribs ;  he  had  and  wished  to  have  redressed ;  and  I  have  to 
bilious  vomiting,  &c. ;  abundantly  proving  thank  a  great  many  for  the  readiness  with 
the  existence  of  a  sub-acute  form  of  b^titis.  which  they  complied  with  that  request.  The 

The  treatment  adopted  consisted  of  local  ninth  annual  report  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 

depletion  by  cupping,  followed  by  the  appli»  missioners,  laid  before  Parliament  in  May 

cation  of  a  blister,  with  blue  pill  to  act  on  last,  having  stated  that  the  duties  of  the 

the  liver,  and  also  the  extract  and  decoction  Union  surgeons  were  much  diminished  in 

of  taraxacum,  which  is  a  remedy  strongly  the  North  of  England,  in  consequence  of  the 

recommended  by  Dr.  Pemberton  in  dironic  various  dispensaries,  &c.  which  gave  relief  to 

hepatitis  and  incipient  drrhoaii,  and  th^re*  the  sick  poor,  and  from  medical  men  being 

fore,  we  conoeive,  pecoliariy  adapted  to  this  employed  to  take  charge  of  poor  persons 

case.    The  nitro-hydrodilorio  aoid  was  also  engsged  in  collieries,  factories,  &c. ,  it  became 

given.    Under  these  means  he  was  toon  wdl  neoesaary  to  write  to  the  surgeons  of  112 

cnou|^  to  be  discharged  again.  Unions  on  these  points,  which  delayed  the 

Thit  prognotie,  on  his  first  admisnon,  wat  printing  of  my  r^ort,  entitled  **  Facts  and 

not  very  fiivoaraUe,  although  a  first  attack  Observations  relating  to  the  Administration 

of  delirinm  tremens  rarely  proves  fatal ;  but  of  Relief  to  the  Sick  Poor  in  England  and 

there  were  here  aerious  •complications  whidi  Wales,*'  until  the  27th  of  June.  This  report 

oon^derably  augmented  the   danger :    the  was  privately  addressed  to  the  Members  of 

prognoab  was  much  better,  of  course,  when  tiie  Commons  House  of  Parliament,  and  I 

the  disease  was  reduced  to  nmply  pneumonia,  had  the  honour  of  sending  a  copy  to  you. 

though  this  alone  is  enough  to  cause  serious  Hie  additional  nutter  for  inquiry  which 

alarm,  especially  in  such  a  subject.    We  the  Northern  Counties  furnished,  rendered  it 

have  seen,  however,  that  he  recovered  from  necessary  to  refer  to  some  Members  of  the 

thto  also,  and  was  then  attacked  with  hepa-  House  of  Commons  conversant  with  the 

titis,  whidft  appeared  to  have  gradually  arisen  affairs  of  collieriea  and  factories ;  and  Lord 

onthesnhsideno  olthe  Mtfwmonia,  as  if  the  Ashley,  who  takea  tiie  greatest  interest  in  the 

inflammatkMi  had  paaad  through  the  dia*  whole  subject,  finding  from  the  state  of 

phragm  tothellver*    Of  tidsUkewisehewas  public  buriness  that  nothing  could  be  done 

cured ;  but  the  ulterior  prognons  is  certainly  this  ses^on,  gave  notice,  on  Wednesday  the 

urJavonrable,  aad  we  vam  the  ebances  are  26th,  that  he  should  move  early  in  the  next 

that  he  will  be  Tery  UWy  to  h«?e  tubercles  sesskm  of  Pftriiament  <*  for  a  select  com- 
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the  left  CToin  the  appearance  of  a  than  usually  pale;  but  what  would 
wound  msSe  by  a  scalpel  or  some  sur-  have  been  the  appearances  in  the  sto- 
gical  instrument.  The  body  generally  mach  if  the  vessds  had  not  emptied 
exhibited  the  signs  of  s;reat  decom-  themselves  by  secretion  during  the  last 
position,  more  rapid  tnan  is  gene-  stages  of  life  P  Would  not  tne  reten- 
rally  the  case,  even  allowing  for  the  tion  of  coffee-ground  fluid  within  the 
time  of  year  and  the  period  wnich  had  vessels  have  presented  all  the  signs  of 
elapsed  since  death.  The  internal  ap-  congestion,  and  conveved  to  the  mind 
pearances  presented  on  being  opened—  of  the  toKicological  patholOjgist  unequi- 
tn  the  cavity  of  the  chest  an  effusion  of  vocal  indications  of  an  irritant  poison 
fluid  in  both  pleural  cavities,  congested  acting  either  directly  upon  the  mucous 
state  of  the  lungs  at  their  posterior  stu-face,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  in- 
partSj  and  some  emphysema  in  the  an-  directly  through  the  medium  of  the 
terior  or  inferior  portions.  The  heart  nervous  and  circulating  systems  ?  Did 
was  flabby,  and  its  left  ventricle  di-  not  the  icy  coldness  of  the  hands  indi- 
lated.  I  now  proceeded  to  the  exami-  cate  that  one  portion  of  the  spinal 
nation  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  marrow  had  ceased  to  generate  neat, 
found  the  marks  of  slight  peritonitis  although  it  still  continued  to  animate 
over  the  intestines.  On  proceeding  to  the  circulation  in  a  feeble  manner,  for 
separate  the  stomach  from  its  connec-  the  pulse  was  scarcel}^  perceptible  ? 
tions,  I  found  very  considerable  adhe-  and  was  not  this  depression  of  the  cir- 
sion  between  its  smaller  curvature  and  culating  powers  extremely  favorable  to 
under  surface  of  the  liver.  On  break-  the  processes  of  secretion,  exhalation, 
ing  through  those  adhesions,  1  found  a  and  congestion,  so  strikingly  exhibited 
cavity  containing  grumous  blood  and  in  the  post-mortem  examination  P  Is 
.  portions  of  fibnne.  The  cavity  ex-  the  icy  coldness  of  the  hands  a  corn- 
tended  a  considerable  way  behind  the  mon  symptom  of  disease,  or  the  pant- 
stomach.  On  removinj^  the  stomach  ing  a  usual  symptom  in  diseases  of  Uie 
and  slitting  it  open,  I  found  about  six  respiratory  organs  P  I  put  these  ques- 
ounces  of  coflee-ground  fluid  in  its  ca-  tions,  for  I  confess  I  have  not  witnessed 
vity.  There  was  not  the  slightest  ap-  them  myself.  Can  coffee-ground  or 
pearance  of  inflammation  or  ulceration  black  vomit  be  called  hsematemesis, 
m  the  mucous  membrane,  which  was  when  the  essential  characteristics  of 
unusually  pale.  The  liver  was  a  little  the  latter  disease  are  entirely  absent, 
enlarged,  congested,  and  ven^  much  viz.  coa^ula  ? 

disorganized  in  its  lower  surface  and  Notwithstanding  the  gall-bladder 
infenor  border.  The  gall-bladder  was  was  stuffed  with  calculi,  I  never  heard 
literally  crammed  with  biliary  calculi,  the  deceased  complain  of  suffering  any 
large  and  small  together  about  200.  inconvenience  from  them. 
The  kidneys  were  extensively  diseased.  As  to  the  wound  made  b^  the  scalpel, 
presenting  an  advanced  stage  of  the  through  which  the  intestine  was  par- 
malady  designated  '  Bri|rht's  disease.'  dally  protruding,  I  shall  leave  it  to  the 
There  are  no  other  morbid  appearances,  profession  to  decide  for  what  purpose 
From  the  morbid  appearances  disco-  that  was  made.  A  servant  swore  that 
vered,  I  conclude  tnat  the  cause  of  he  saw  a  gallon  of  fluid  drawn  off ;  but 
death  in  the  deceased  was  heemateme-  the  surgeon  who  is  said  to  have  tapped 
sis  and  the  inflammation  of  the  perito-  the  body  ought  to  have  been  examined 
neum,  the  result  of  diseased  state  of  upon  tfiat  point.  There  was  no  col- 
the  viscera.  The  entire  absence  of  in-  lapse  of  the  abdominal  parietes. 
flammation  or  ulceration  in  the  lining  It  is  not  mv  intention  to  enter  into 
membrane  of  the  stomach,  precludes  any  controversial  discussion ;  si:dBce  it 
the  idea  of  any  deleterious  ingredient,  to  say,  that  I  vouch  for  the  accuracy 
mineral  or  vegetable,  having  been  with  which  all  the  pathological  pheno- 
taken  by  the  deceased.  I  did  not  ana-  mena  have  been  detailed, 
lyse  the  contents  of  the  deceased's  sto-  P.S.— I  entirely  differ  with  Mr.  Field 
mach,  for  I  considered  it  a  work  of  su-  as  to  the  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the 
pereroeation."  stomach  being  a  work  of  supereroga- 
Mr.  Field  states  in  his  evidence  that  tion.  When  the  slightest  suspicion  of 
there  was  not  the  slightest  appearance  poison  exists,'  and  such  a  large  quan- 
in  the  mucous  membrane  of  inflamma-  tity  of  fluid  is  found  in  the  stomach 
tion  or  ulceration,  which  was   more  after  death,  it  should  undoubtedly  be 
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submitted  to  chemical  analysis.    But  on  exposure  to  bright  light.    Ammonia 

the  proceedings  at  this  inquest  were  a^in  redissolved  it,  and,  when  reprc- 

not  conducted  in  a  very  satisfactory  cipitated  by  hydrochloric  acid,  a  button 

manner.  of  pure  silver  was  obtained  by  reduc- 

— tion  and  cupellation.    Therefore  there 

OBSBRVATIONS  can  be  no  doubt  that  silver  reduces 

upoK  TH«  bichloride  of  mercury  by  mere  contact, 

NEWPEOCESSPKOPOSEDFORTHE  t^!  ^i^l;t^^^'o^^:^iS^'' 

DETECTION  OF  CORROSIVE  Dr.    Frampton's    next    experiment 

SUBLIMATE  consisted  in  boiling  a  solution  of  bichlo- 

BT  MEANS  or          '  "^c  of  mcrcuiy  with  very  finely  and 

MPTATTip    qTTVwp  miuutely  divided  silver,  when  the  re- 

METALLIC    SILVER.  duction  of  the  mercurial  salt,  and  the 

By  Forbnsis.  liberation  of  the  metal,  were  equsdly 

,„      .    ,     ,     „  ,.   *          .     .  the  ultimate  results.     But  the  third 

{For  the  Lomdan  Medical  Gaietie.)  case  is  the  most  important,  in  which 

-"""  bichloride  of  mercury  is  complicated 
Dr.  Frampton  has  proposed  to  use  with  organic  matter.  Organic  matter 
silver  as  a  test  for  corrosive  sublimate,  ma^  be  considered  in  the  two-fold  re« 
upon  the  grounds  that  the  affinity  of  lations  of  animal  and  vegetable.  As  re- 
silver  for  cnlorine,  and  the  great  ten-  gards  animal  organic  matter, — albumen 
dcncy  of  silver  to  amalgamate  with  for  instance, — bichloride  of  mercury  is 
mercury,  offer,  or  at  least  promise,  rendered  insoluble  in  water  by  it ;  that 
facilities  for  detection  superior  to  other  is,  the  albumen  and  bichloride  of  mer- 
methods.  Dr.  Frampton,  at  the  same  cury  enter  into  some  sort  of  combina- 
time,  verv  liberally  and  very  paroperly  tion,  which  is  insoluble.  UjMm  this 
submits  nis  processes  to  investigation,  metallic  silver  exerts  no  action,  nor 
and  courts  inquiry.  Upon  these  terms  would  any  action  be  exerted  even  at  a 
I  beg  to  offer  the  following  for  his  boiline  temperature.  But,  although 
especial  consideration,  as  well  as  that  of  insoluble  in  water,  the  compound  is 
toxicologists  in  general.  Dr.  Framp-  easily  decomposed  by  various  salines 
ton's  first  proposition  is,  that  silver  and  other  agents.  Thus,  hydrochlorate 
triturated  with  bichloride  of  mercury  of  ammonia  and  the  alkaline  chlorides 
effects  the  reduction  of  the  salt  and  the  redissolve  the  mercury  in  the  form  of 
liberation  of  the  mercury,  which  then  bichloride.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
forms  an  amalgam  with  the  remaining  diluted  hydrochloric  acid,  and  of  an 
silver.  This  is  inferred  from  the  excess  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  or 
change  of  colour.  Upon  this  it  may  of  albumen.  In  Dr.  Frampton's  experi- 
be  observed,  that  two  substances,  ex-  ment  hydrochloric  acid  was  added  to  the 
erting  no  chemical  action  whatever  animal  organic  complication,  by  which 
upon  each  other,  by  mere  mechanicid  the  bichloride  was  brought  into  solu- 
aamixture,  frequently  modify,  and  tion,  and  the  silver  thus  enabled  to  act 
sometimes  even  generate  perfectly  new  on  the  mercurial  salt, 
and  distinct  cok>uts.  Again,  it  is  a  But  although  the  process  by  silver, 
rule  of  chemical  action  iSni  bodies  do  as  detailed  by  Dr.  Framptom,  may 
not  act  upon  each  other  unless  one  at  answer  for  animal  mixtures,  I  fear  it 
least  be  in  solution,  or  contain  water  of  will  be  found  quite  unsuited  to  vege- 
crystallization,  ^though  there  are  table  mixtures.  The  reason  probably 
exceptions  to  this,  yet  I  determined  to  is  because  bichloride  of  mercury  is 
place  this  matter  beyond  all  doubt,  reduced  by  vegetable  organic  pnnci- 
For  this  purpose,  bichloride  of  mercury  pies,  so  that  hydrochloric  acid  will  not 
having  been  rubbed  on  a  plate  of  me-  act  upon  it,  nor  redissolve  the  mercury, 
tallic  silver  till  it  was  darkened,  the  Thus:  '*The  solid  compounds,"  says 
plate  was  digested  in  a  solution  of  Christison,  **  formed  by  corrosive  subli- 
ammonia.  The  fluid  was  now  filtered,  mate  with  animal  principles,  are  either 
and  the  filtered  portion  boiled  in  a  soluble  in  the  hydrochloric  acid,  or 
tube,  when  it  became  turbid.  On  the  part  with  all  their  mercury  to  it.  The 
addition  of  nitric  add,  a  white  curdy-  matter  left  does  not  ^ield  a  particle  by 
lookinf^  precipitate  fell  down,  insoluble  reduction.  But  this  is  not  the  case  with 
m  nitnc  acid,  and  which  became  dark  the  compounds  formed  with  vegetabk. 
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portion  which  invests  the  body  and  cervix  pains,  pass  slowly  into  the  acute  pain,  in- 
behind,    and    extends    from    thence    with  creased  by   pressure,    which   is    Uie   great 
greater  or  less  rapidity,  according  to  the  se-  characteristic  symptom  of  uterine  inflamma- 
verHy  of  the  attach,  to  the  general  perito-  tion  at  the  onset.     Most  frequently  the  ac- 
neal  membrane.      In  some  fatal  cases  the  cession  of  the  disease  is  marked  by  rigors, 
inflammation  is  in  a  great  degree  confined  to  partial  or  general ;   sometimes  so   alight  as 
the  uterus,  and  it  is  generally  most  severe  scarcely  to  be  perceived  by  the  patient,  at 
in  this  organ,  or  in  the  parts  immediately  other  times  so  violent  as  to  produce  succos- 
contiguous.      Even  when  it  has  extended  to  sions  of  the  whole  body.     The  cold  shiver- 
the  other  viscera,  and  aflected  them  most  ing  after  a  longer  or  shorter  duration  pasMS 
severely,  the  peritoneum  of  the  uterus  most  away,  and  is  succeeded  by  great  beat  of  the 
frequently,  if  not  invariably,  exhibits  signs  surface,  acceleration  of  the  pulse  and  of  the 
of  recent  inflammation.      Tlie  lymph  is  for  respiration,    thirst,   sometimes  nausea    and 
jthe  most  part  poured  out  in  thicker  masses  vomiting,  and  intense  pain  across  the  fore- 
arouud  the  uterus  than  in  any  other  situa-  head.      The    rigors    precede,    accompany, 
tion ;  and  this  viscus  has  seemed  to  suffer  in  or  foUow   the  increased  sensibility  of  the 
the  greatest  degree  from  the  violence  of  the  uterus.     In  some  of  the  most  severe  cases 
inflammation.      Sometimes  considerable  de-  there  has  been  no  distinct  rigor ;  but  a  quick 
posits  of  pus  are  formed  beneath  the  peri-  pulse,  hot  skin,  and  hurried  respiration,  have 
toheal  coat  of  the  uterus,  which  are  either  rapidly  succeeded  to  the  uterine  pain.     lo 
prominent   and   circumscribed,   or  diffused  some  of  the  most  unfavourable  cases,    the 
throughout  the  cellular  membrane.     These  extremities  have  been  cold,  and  the  counte- 
are  most  frequently  met  with  at  the  part  nance  anxious  and  pallid,  after  the  disease 
where  the  peritoneum  is  reflected  from  the  has  been  completely  formed.     There  is  no 
uterus  and  vagina  to  the  rectum.  uniformity   in  the  state   of  the  tongue  in 
Inflammation  of  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  puerperal    peritonitis.       It    is    sometimes 
uterus  is  characterised  by  great  tenderness  covered  with  a  thin,  moist,  white,  or  cream- 
of  the  surface  of  the  organ,  increased  on  like  fllm,   at  other  times  it  is  red  in  the 
pressure,  and  by  pyrexia  more  or  less  severe,  centre,  with  a  thick  yellow,  or  white  fur,  on 
In  every  instance  which  has  come  under  my  the  edges.     The  lochia  are  often  completely 
observation,  where  the  patient  was  seen  soon  suppressed,  in  other  cases  only  diminished 
after  the  invasion  of  the  disease,  on  a  careful  in  quantity.     The  mammae  usually  become 
examination  of  the  uterine  region  there  has  flaccid,  yet  in  some  fatal  cases  the  milk  has 
been  more  or  less  pain  in  rt,  increased  by  been  secreted  till  a  short  period  before  death, 
pressure,  with   constitutional   disturbance ;  Puerperal   peritonitis    may  be   confounded 
though  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  pain  with  the  irregular  contractions  of  the  uterus 
and  febrile  symptoms  have  varied  greatly  in  which  constitute  after-pains  and  hysteralgia, 
intensity.     When  the  attack  of  peritonitis  is  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  in  some  cases  it 
severe,  the  patient  commonly  lies  upon  the  is  difficult  to  draw  a  line  of  distinction 
back,  with  the  knees  slightly  drawn  up  to  between  them.     Where  the  pulse  is  acoele- 
the  abdomen.     At  the  onset  of  the  disease  rated,  the  remission  of  pain  incomplete,  the 
the  abdomen  is  generally  soft  and  flaccid,  lochia  scanty  or  suppresised,  the  fundus  uteri 
and,  except  in  the  uterine  region,  not  affected  felt  krge  and   hard,  and  painful  on  pres- 
by  pressure.     Though  an  enlarged  and  pain-  sure,  or  the  whole  hypogastric  region  nn- 
ful  state  of  the  uterus  be  never  altogether  usually    tender  when  touched,    in   a  large 
wanting,  yet  the  pain  often  undergoes  exa-  proportion  of  cases  you  will  arrive  at   a 
cerbations  similar  to  after-pains,  and  is  often  correct  diagnosis  by  considering  the   peri- 
mistaken  for  them  by  careless  observers,  and  toneal  coat  of  the  uterus,   or  its  deeper- 
the  disease  is  thus  overlooked  till  a  great  seated  tissues,  in  a  state  of  congestion  or  in- 
part  of  the  peritoneal  sac  is  inflamed,  and  flammation,    and  employing  antiphlogistic 
the  case  in  consequence  is  rendered  hopeless,  treatment.   There  are  few  puerperal  women. 
The  whole  abdomen  then  becomes  swollen  except  those  of  a  feeble  and  irritable  conati- 
and  tympanitic,  and  the  pain  either  wholly  tution,  or   who   have  been  previously  ex- 
subsides,  or  becomes  still  more  intense  than  hausted  by  hsemorrhage,  or  some  chronic 
at  the  commencement.     Vomiting  of  black  disease,  who  are  seriously  injured  by  cautious 
or  dark-green-coloured  fluid   follows,    the  depletion,   local  or    general;     and    where 
pulse  becomes  extremely  rapid  and  feeble,  death  has  followed  the  abstraction  of  sixteen 
the  tongue  dry  and  brown,  the  lips  and  teeth  or  twenty  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm  the 
are  covered  with    dark   sordes,   and  diar-  fatal  result  may  fairly  be  attributed  to  the 
rhoea    frequently    supervenes,    and     death  disease,  and  to  the  neglect  of  the  remedy 
follows  at  no  very  remote  period.     The  in-  rather  than  its  abuse.   This  table,  which  was 
vasion  of  pain  in  the  uterus  is  sometimes  published  in  an  imperfect  form,  without  the 
sudden ;   at  other  times  the  ordinary   in.  description  of  the  morbid  appearances,  ten 
creased  sensibility  of  the  uterus,  subsequent  years  ago,   furnishes  the   best   proof  you 
lo  lue  ttio\i6  of  liatural  labour,  or  after-  can  have  of  the  truth  of  thia  statement. 
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INTLUmATION  OF  THE  UTERINE  APPENDAGES,  lu.  «7 

B  J  looking  over  ths  ilxtnct  of  tlie  cmm  mo- 

Uinedin  il.  job  niUobscrrethnl  a  prert pro- 
portion at  the  vomen,  gbave  onf  b>ir,  irare 
attacked  on  the  »ecoiid  and  third  d*y«  (fter 
delivprr,  and  that  in  most  of  thnn  irbera 
the  dileSBe  proTed  fstal  the  symptoms  oc- 
cvrttd  In  the  following  order  :  H|E<"t 
nleriiM  pnia,  mpprraaion  of  Ibe  loctda, 
heiidiche,  lendenieM  «nd  distenBioD  of  the 
wbola  obdomen,  vomiting,  disrrliojH,  deli- 
rfaMj  and  ceMntion  of  pmin  before  deslh. 

It.  Inflamnution  afllit  ultrine Ofpmdagtt, 
ovana,  /auoptoH  ttat;  and  broad  lig*. 

1  h>Te  KCD  tha  ntnliM  appendi^eB  fras 
from  disease  in  one  cant  only,  where  the 
periloiwal  coreriiw  of  the  ntenu  bu  beea 

inflanwd,  but  freiiBentlT  the  periConeum 
hua  h«!D  slightly  alTccted  where  the  ap- 
pendages  of  Hie  uterus  have  been  eileniiTely 
dieorgtuiUKd.  The  Bnrface  of  the  broad  ligB. 
menls,  oTaria.  and  fallopian  tabet,  have  b«ii 

red  and  vatcalar,  and  partially  or  completely 

imbedded  in  lymph  or  pus.  The  outer  ex- 
treniities  of  the  fallopian  tubes  ha*e  been  of 
B  deep  red  colour,  and  soAened,  and  depoiita 
of  pu9  in  a  diifuied  or  ou-cumscribMi  form 
have  taken  pUns  betnfcn  their  coats  or 
wiOun  their  canelj.  BetneeD  tlie  foldi  of 
the  broad  ligaments  eOusiDDi  of  Mroot  or 
purulent  fluids  haie  alio  been  foond. 
Numeroua  important  ehiuiKes  haTalikewiN 
lieen  observed  in  the  structure  of  the  onria. 
Their  peritoneal  anrfoce  bM  often  bten  ird, 
vascular,  and  imbedded  in  lymph,  without 
any  visible  alteration  of  their  parenchj- 
malous  Btrncture,  or  their  whole  volume  lua 
been  greatly  enlarged,   sivallen,   red,    and 

Silpy;  blood  has  b«;n  effused  into  the 
raaftan  vesicles,  or  annmd  them,  and  dr. 
cumsrribed  deposits  of  pus  hare  been  often 
dinperwd  throughont  the  subslanee  of  the 
enlarged  ovario.  In  Bevcral  caaca  the  stmc- 
tnre  of  the  OTaria  has  been  reduced  to  a  soft 

yascnlar  flocculeiit  pulp,  no  trscn  of  their 

originalorganiiationbeingleft.  Thesemorbid 
appearances  have  been  represented  in  sereral 
drawings  [eihibitiug  ibem].  Tlie  ovarium 
in  one  instance  wai  converted  into  a  iorRe 
ptmdait  crit,  which  bad  contracted  gdhe> 
eions  nith  the  abdominal  pirietes,  nnd  dis- 
charged its  contrnla  eitcriorly  through  an 
nlccmted  opening.  In  another  case,  «lueh 
proved  futn],  the  inftammution  bad  eitended 
to  the  cellular  membrane  exterior  la  the 
peritnncnni,  nnd  had  given  rise  to  an  ex- 
lenaive  purulent  deposit  in  the  course  of  the 
psoas  and  itiocui  intemnsmuscles,  as  in  lumbar 
nbsccM.  In  two  other  individuals,  who  ulti. 
malely  recovered,  the  purulent  deposit  formed 
in  the  situation  of  the  psoas  and  iliocua 
intemua  muscle,  or  about  the  neighbour. 
hood  of  the  uterus,  made  iti  way  throngfam 
ikefatsd  opanlnp  in  the  npper  part  of  the 
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tbigfa  :  contmction  of  the  thigh  on  the  trunk  peritonitis ;  or  the  peritoneum  ham  become 
took  pUoe  in  both  these  cases,   and  con-  of  a  yellow,  red,  or  livid  colour,  no  albamoi 
tinned  for  several  months,  but  disappeared  having  been  deposited  on  its  sarfiMse.     The 
on  the  recovery  of  the  patients.     In  another  peritoneum   has  also  been  softened  where 
reoent  case,  a  great  quantity  of  pus,  after  the  subjacent  tissue  has  been  little,  if  at  aU, 
uterine  inflammation,  escaped  through  the  affected  ;    more    frequently,   however,    the 
anterior  wall  of  the  vagina,  and  the  patient  softening  has  proceeded  from  the  internal 
recovered.     In  another,  after  puerperal  peri-  surface  of  the  uterus  to  its  peritoneal,  and 
tonitis,  an  ulcerated  opening  formed  in  the  the  muscular  has  been  extensively  disor- 
rectum,  and  a  great  quantity  of  pus  escaped,  ganized  without  a  corresponding  lesion  of 
after  which  the  symptoms   subsided.     In  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  uterus.     Inflam- 
several  cases  I  have  seen  a  great  discharge  of  mation  and  softening  of  the  uterus  have,  in 
pus  take  place  through  an  opening  made  with  some  rases,  affected  the  muscular  tinsue  of 
the  lancet  in   the  walls  -  of  the  abdomen,  the  fuudus,  body,  and  cervix  of  the  ntems  ; 
between  the  umbilicus  and  ilium,  and  perfect  in  others  these  changes  have  been  limited  to 
recovery  to  succeed.     Inflammation  of  the  the  part  where  the  placenta  has  adhered, 
■terine  appendages  being  generally  combined  which  has  become  unusually  thin,  and  re- 
witb  peritonitis  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent,  duced  to  a  pulpy  state.     Small   absceaeee 
it  is  often  difficult  to  establish  a  diagnosis  have  been  formed,  in  a  few  instances,  in  the 
between  these  varieties  of  uterine  inflamraa-  muscular  tissue  of  the  uterus,  without  any  per- 
tion.     The  pein  is,  however,  usually  less  ceptible  change  in  the  surrounding  subetanoe 
acute  than  in  peritonitis,  and  is  principally  of  the  organ,  while  in  other  cases  every  trace 
situated  in  one  or  other  of  the  iliac  fossae,  of  muscular  fibre  has  been  lost.     Pain  of  the 
extending  from  them  to  the  loins,  anus,  and  hypogastrium,  diminution  or  suppression  of 
thighs.     On  pressure  the  pain  is  chiefly  ex-  the  locbial  discharge,  and  rigors,  with  rapid- 
perienced  in  the  lateral  parts  of  the  hypogas-  pulse,  are  the  most  frequent  symptoms  of 
trium.     The  constitutional  symptoms  at  the  the  disease.  The  countenance  becomes  pallid, 
onset  of  the  attack  do  not  materially  differ  and  is  usually  expressive  of  great  anxiety 
from  those  which  mark  the  accession  of  peri-  and  distress.  There  is  often  severe  headache, 
tonitis,  which  are  often  accompanied  with  with  delirium,  and  other  affections  of  the 
strong  febrile  reaction,  which  passes  speedily  brain  and  nervous  system;  and  so  violent 
away,  and  is  succeeded  by  prostration  of  have  these  been,  in  some  cases,  that  the 
strength,    and  the  other  symptoms  which  local  affection  of  the  uterus  has  completely 
characterise  inflammation  of  the  venous  and  escaped  detection  during  life.     The  skin  is 
muscular  tissues  of  the  uterus.  hot  and  dry,  and  sometimes  of  a  peculiar 
TIT    r  ^          1'           J       A     •         ^  ^M.  sallow  tinge;  the  pulse  is  rapid  and  feeble  r 
III.  Inflammation   md   Bqflenmg    of  the  ^j,^    respiration    hurried,  with   remarkabi; 
muicular  coat  qfihe  uterus.  prostration  of  strength;  the  tongue  becomea 
The  dark-coloured  mucous  layer,  which  foul;  the  lips  covered  with  sordes ;  occa- 
usually  coats  the  inner  surfiace  of  the  uterus  rfonal  vomiting  is  experienced.  The  progress 
after  delivery,  has  been  supposed  to  be  the  of  the  disease  in  some  cases  is  rapid;    in 
result  of  gangrenous  inflammation,  and  has  others  it  runs  its  course  more  slowly,  being 
been  described  as  such  by  some  pathologists,  protracted  to  the  eighth  or  tenth  day.     It 
This  ought  not,  however,  to  be  confounded  must  be  admitted  that  the  diagnosis  of  this 
with  the  changes  produced  by  inflammation  variety  of  uterine  inflammation,  particolarly 
of  the  mner  membrane  of  the  uterus,  when  where  it  is  complicated  with  peritonitis  or 
it  becomes  softaned  or  whoUy  disorganized,  inflammation  of  the  veins,   which   is  fre- 
like  the  mucous  linings  of  the  stomach  and  quently  the  case,  is  difficult,  or  even  impoa- 
intestines  in  certain  inflammatory  diseases,  sible.     If  the  attack  of  inflammation  of  the 
In  several  cases  the  internal  membrane  of  muscular  coat  be  sudden  and  violent,  it  be- 
thc  uterus  was  soft  and  flocculent,  and  had  comes  so   speedily  complicated  with   peri- 
undergone  changes  similar  in  appearance  to  tonitis,  more  or  less  acute,  that  the  symp- 
those  which  are  produced  in  it  by  long  toms  are  readily  confounded  together,  and  it 
maceration.     In  other  cases,  not  only  has  is  impossible  to  distinguish  with  certainty 
the  internal  coat  been  disorganized,  but  the  the  symptoms  which  are  to  be  referred  to 
muscular  tissue,  to  a  considerable  depth,  or  peritonitis,  and   those  which    result  from 
even  through  its  entire  substance  to  the  the  affection  of  the  musculsr  coat.     The 
peritoneum,  has  been   of  a  dark   purple,  prostration  of  strength,  the  alteration  of  the 
greyish,  or  yellowish  hue,  and  so  softened  features,  which  often  exists  from  the  oom- 
in  texture  as  to   be  torn  by  the  gentlest  mcnceraent,  the  feebleness  and  rapidity  of 
efforts  made  in  removmg  the  parts  from  the  the  pulse,  the  irregular  foetid  state  of  the 
body.  The  peritoneum  covering  the  inflamed  lochia,  are  not  such  constant  symptoms  as 
portion  of  muscular  <joat  of  the  uterus  has  to  be  pathognomonic,  and  may  arise  from 
also  been  affected,   and  lymph    has    been  other  causes.     Hence  it  will  appear  Uiat  the 
thrown  out  over  its  sor&oe  as  in  common  most  attentire  consideration  of  the  phe- 
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nomena  will  not  lead  ns  to  any  certain  con-  tially  distinct   diaeaaes.     M.  Tonell^   abo 
elusion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  affection ;  and,  states  that  the  disorder  at  Paris  assumed  two 
as  in  many  other  diseases,  we  can   only  different  forms — the  softening  of  the  uterus 
determine  its  precise  character  by  the  history  properly  so  called,  and  the  putrescence.     In 
of  its  origin  and  progress,  and  by  the  altera-  one  form  the  softening  sffected   only  the 
tion  of  structure  discovered  after  death.     In  intern^  surface  of  the  uterus,  and  it  pre- 
all  the  cases  of  this  affection  which  I  have  senteditselfunder  the  appearance  of  irregular 
obserred,  the  resources  of  nature  and  of  art  superficial  patches  of  a  red  or  brown  colour, 
have  proved  equally  unavailing  in  arresting  which  occupied  almost  all  die  points  of  this 
its  fatal  course.    The  active  inflammatory  surfice.    Its  limits  were  not  determined,  the 
symptoms  which  commonly  manifest  them-  diseased  tissue  passing  by  insensible  grada- 
selves  at  the  commencement  of  the  attack  tions  or  shades  into  the  healthy  tissue.     In 
pass  speedily  away,  whatever  plan  of  treat-  the  second  species  the  softening  extended 
ment  be  adopted,  and  are  rapidly  succeeded  deep  into  the  substance  of  the  uterus ;  it 
by  symptoms  of  exhaustion.    Where  the  occupied  sometimes  the  whole  thickness  of 
disease  is  not  complicated  with  infldnmation  the  body  and  cervix  of  the  uterus.    The 
of  the  peritoneum  the  symptoms  are  not  tissue  of  this  organ  was  so  softened  that  the 
such  as  to  indicate  the  necessity  fbr  the  fingers  could  not  seise  it  without  passing 
employment  of  venesection ;  and  in  one  case  through  all  its  parts.   The  superficial  soften- 
where  it  was  adopted  freely  the  abstraction  ing  was  combined  almost  constantly  with 
of  the  blood  was  followed  by  speedy  death,  some  alteration  of  structure,  the  result  of 
In  other  cases,  where  the  opposite  plan  of  peritonitis,  metritis,  or  inflammation  of  the 
treatment  was  had  recourse  to,   the  fatal  veins;  and  it  did  not  appear  that  the  ex- 
result  seemed  to  be  less  speedy,   though  istence  of  these  had  a  very  seiMpJe  influence 
equally  certain.    This  destructive  form  of  on  the  progress   of   tiie  symproms.    Hie 
uterine  inflammation  has  been  described  by  softening  in  the  second    degree  was  also  ' 
several  German  and   French  pathologists;  sometimes  combined  with  other   derange- 
Astruc,  Vigarous,  and  Primrose,  probably  ments ;  but  it  formed  usually  the  principal 
refer  to  it  when  they  state  that  the  uterus  is  alteration,  often  the  only  one,  and  invariably 
liable  to  be  attacked  witii   gangrene  and  impressed  upon  the  disease  the  most  decided 
sphacelus ;  Ponteau  and  Gastellier  have  re-  typhoid  character 

lated  cases  in  which  gangrene  of  the  uterus        The  history  of  uterine  phlebitis  will  form 

followed  acute  inflammation  of  the  organ,  the  subject  of  the  next  lecture. 

In  1 750  an  epidemic  attacked  many  puerperal  

women,  which  was  characterized  by  severe  REMOVAL  OF 

abdominal  pain    and    tumefaction    of   the  ' 

hypogastrium.    On  examining  the  bodies  of         DROPSICAL  OVARIA,  ENTIRE, 
two  of  these  women,  Ponteau  states  that  the       bt  ths  largb  abdominal  section. 
uterus  was  found  very  large;  the  internal  n    »%   w  tw  w 

membrane  was  soft  and  bhiSk,  and  the  sub-  ^^  ^'  ^"'^^  V^al^^e,  Esq. 

stance  of  the  parietes  was  of  a  livid  red  (Tbr  the  London  Medical  Gazette  J 

colour,  and  in  a  gangrenous  state.    Boer,  of  _ 

Vienna,  has  described  this  affection  under  ^  ^ 

the  term  putreioenoe  of  the  uterus,  and  has  bRCOND  Case. 

observed  its  frequent  occurrence  in  particular  In  the  early  part  of  the  present  year, 

epidemics.    Luroth  and  Danyau  have  more  Mr.    CampliD,    of    Finsbury    Square, 

recently  published  detailed  accounts  of  this  called  on  me,  accompanied  by  one  of 

destructive    disease.     Two    hundred    and  his  patients,  whose  case  he  considered 

twenty-two  women  died  in  the  Maternity,  to  be  one  of  dropsical  ovarium,  and 

of  Paris,  in  1829 ;  and  in  examining  their  suitable  for  the  operation  of  which  I 

bodies,  M.  Tonell^  found  the  muscular  tissue  had  then  recently  published  a  case.  At 

of  the  uterus  softened  in  forty-nine.     He  his  desire  I  very  carefully  investigated 

states  thatsoftemng  of  ^  uterus,  after  the  circumstances  of  her  state,  and 

occuiTfag  frequently  in  the  first  half  of  the  ^    ^^^  ^j^h  him  that  there  could  be  no 

!i!!fJ!!L"°  «^*^  ^  *^;i  ^^TJ'  doubt  of  the  nature  of  her  disease,  nor 

^iSi^:^'^'^^^  '^l  of  the  propriety  of  ultimately  treating 

i^narkSirmamier  by  the  frequency  of  m.  Jt  by  operation.     We  however  thought 

flammation   of  the  veins   of  the  uterus,  that,  m  deference  to  the  opimon  still 

Afterwards  it  began  to  occur,  often  with  entertained  by  a  few  physicians   that 

great  violence,  in  September  and  October,  internal  remedies  are  not  without  use 

and  again  disappeared  in  November  and  in  such  cases,  it  would  be  proper  first 

December.    Boer  and  Luroth  have,  I  think,  to  give  a  trial  to  a  coarse  of  such  as  are 

erronewialy  described  the  different  degrees  at  present  in  most  esteem.    By  thus 

of  thif  affection  as  constitiiting  two  esaen-  proceeding  we  should  test  the  efllcacy 
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of  active  internal  agents,  and  in  the  symptom  of  general  dropsy.  Her  health 
event  of  their  failure,  find  a  fuller  was  good,  except  a  little  flatulency  and 
justification  for  resorting  to  surgical  other  symptoms  of  feeble  digestion, 
means.  She  was  directed  to  take- 
Mr.  Camplin's  patient,  Mrs.  M.R ,  Liq.  Potaas.  Sas. ;    Potass.   Hydriodat. 

was    a   widow    of  57   years  of  age,  gr.  iij.  ad  gr.  v.  $  in  bitter  infusion,  with 
who  had  not  married  till  she  was  46  Tlnct.  Columb.  twice  a  day,  and  an  oc- 
years  old,  had  never  been  in  the  family  casional  aperient, 
way,  and  whose   husband   died  five  After  a  steady  trial  of  the  Liq.  Potass, 
years  after  their  marriage.     Having  and  Potass.  Hydriod.  for  more  than  two 
always  been  accustomed  to  suffer  much  months,  it  was  clear  that  her  size  was 
at  the  menstrual  periods,  she  yet  con-  undergoing  augmentation,  whilst  her 
tinned  to  menstruate  till  she  was  49.  plight  was  in    no   degree  improYed. 
Full  sixteen  years  before  she  applied  Her  own  opinion  was,  and  Mr.  Camplin 
to  Mr.  Camphn,  she  had  thought  her-  and  I  thought  it  correct,  that  the  dis- 
self   larger  on  the  left   side   of   the  case  gained  ground  &ster  whilst  she 
abdomen  than  on  the  rieht,  but  until  ^^s  following  this  plan  of  treatment 
about  eight  years  ago  had  not  felt  the  than  either  before  or  after   it.     The 
slightest  inconvenience,  nor  did  she  medicines  that  were  administered  sub- 
take  any  notice  of  the  circumstance  to  gequently  were  chiefly  directed  to  the 
any  one,  being  in  the  enjoyment  of  improvement  of  her  digestion,  and  the 
perfect  health.  About  the  latter  period,  lessening  an  irritability  of  system  and 
however,  fttk  felt  a  soreness  and  ten-  excitability  of  circulation  which  had 
demess  of  the  lower  part  of  the  left  shown  themselves, 
side  of  the  abdomen,  accompanied  by  Finding  that  the  disease  continued 
fulness ;  and  a  surgeon,  to  whom  she  unabated,  and  that  the  inconveniences 
applied,  mentioned  the  ovary  of  that  occasioned  by  it  were  becoming  greater 
side  as  the  seat  of  ailment,  and  or-  andgreater,  the  operation  was  proposed, 
dered  her  leeches,  iodine  ointment,  and  and  Dr.  James  Blundeirconsuitea,  that 
various  other  remedies,  observing  that  ^e  might  have  additional  assurance  of 
though  her  complaint  "was  not  a  thing  the  accuracv  of  our  opinion  and  the 
which  touched  life,  it  sometimes  ended  propriety  of  the  intended  measure.  We 
in  dropsy."   Five  or  six  years  back  her  tad  the  satisfaction  of  his  entire  con- 
abdomen  was  to  all  appearance  flat ;  currence.  Various  circumstances,  bow- 
but  during  the  last  two  or  three  years  ever,  occurred  to  postpone  the  operation 
she  perceived  a  stoutness,  which,  as  till  the  30th  of  May,  when,  in   the 
her  health  and  condition  were  good,  presence  of  Dr.  Sewall,  of  Washington 
she  thought  little  of.    Something  more  (United  States),  Dr.  Klein,  physician 
than  a  twelvemonth  since  she  began  to  the  Crown  Prince  of  Wurtemburg, 
"  to  droop,"  to  lose  flesh  generally,  and  !)„.  Moore  and  Waller,  and  other  gen- 
at  the  same  time  to  increase  very  re-  tlemen,  and  assisted  by  Mr.  Camplin 
markably  in  the  size  of  her  abdomen,  and  those  gentlemen  (Mr.  Vincent  ex- 
Having  ascribed  these  changes  to  flatu-  cepted,  whom    accident   kept    away) 
lency  and  indigestion,  she  did  not  im-  ^hose  aid  1  had  been  so  fortunate  as 
mediately  apply  for  professional  advice,  to  obtain  on  the  former  occasion,  I 
but  their  continuance  mduced  her  to  proceeded,  after  due  preparation,  to  its 
refer  to  Mr.  Camplin  m  November  1842 ;  performance. 

the  above  being,  in  substance,  her  own  The  most  important  preliminary  mea- 

history  of  the  case  down  to  that  period,  gnres  were— 

When  I  first  saw  Mrs.  B.,  she  liad  igt.  Insisting  on  a  few  davs  of  abso- 

the  appearance  of  a  healthy  person  of  lute  rest  within  the  house,  our  patient 

spare  habit,  and  the  size  of  a  woman  having  wearied   and   excited  nerself 

eight  months  advanced  in  pregnancy,  gevertd    times    very    undesirably    by 

There  was  distinct  fluctuation  and  dull  visiting  distantfriends  and  busying  her 

sound  over  the  greater  part  of  the  ab-  mind ;  and  having,  by  much  walking, 

domen,  with  a  circumscribed  character  brought  on  a  painfully  swollen  conS- 

of  tumefacti<».    A  sense  of  dramng  tion  of  the  left  leg,  with  tenderness  in 

about  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs,  chiefly  the  course  of  the  veins.    Rest  upon  a 

of  the  right  side,  was  her  principal  un-  couch,  a  UtUe  aperient  medicine,  and 

easiness.  The  uterus  appewed  heathy,  putting  her  feet  in  hot  water  two  or 

and  of  moderate  size.    She  had  no  three  times,  improved  her  state  very 
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much,  reducing  the  pulse,  which  had  the  spectators  that  the  sue  had  been 

become  somewhat  quick,  and  removing  akeady  wounded,  or,  at  all  events,  the 

her  other  slight  ailments.  peritoneal  cavity  entered.    The  fluid 

2dly.   Marking  the  abdominal  skin  ceased,  however,  to  trickle  down,  and 

with  solution  ot    arg.  nitr.   in  lines  examination    convinced  Dr.  Blundeil 

crossin^r  the  linea  alba,  to  secure  cor-  and  myself  that  such  was  not  the  case ; 

rect  adjustment  of  the  wound.  and  by  a  careful  division  of  the  ten- 

3dly.  Clearing  the  bowels  so  com*  dinous  and  peritoneal  layers  the  sur- 

pletely  that  therq  should  be  no  occasion  face  of  the  sac  was  made  visible,  when 

to  disturb  them  again  for  at  least  48  a  finger,   passed   in   every    direction 

hours  after  the  operation.  An  aperient  between  it  and  the  peritoneum,  dis- 

Eill  over  night,  and  a  large  enema  an  covered  no  adhesions.  I  could  now 
our  before  the  operation,  secured  this  proceed  in  the  operation  with  the  con- 
object,  which  I  consider  doubly  im-  fident  anticipation  that  all  the  circum- 
portant;  in  reference,  viz.  to  the  healing  stances  of  the  case  were  favourable  to 
of  the  wound  and  to  the  prevention  of  its  completion,  and  expediting  my 
peritoneal  inflammation.  movements  accordingly,  I  divided  the 
4thlv.  Supporting  her  well  with  nutri-  skin  from  above  downwards  to  the  first 
ment  that  would  leave  little  residue  to  wound,  and  thence  towards  the  pulies, 
load  the  intestines  afresh,  and  yet  in  all  to  the  extent  of  about  twelve 
should  well  sustain  her  through  the  inches ;  then,  with  a  probe-pointed 
operation  and  its  immediate  conse-  curved  bistoury,  guided  and  guarded  by 
quences.  I  remembered  the  cold  ex-  two  fingers  of  my  left  hand,  I  opened 
tremities  and  low  condition  of  my  the  peritoneum  to  a  like  extent.  The 
former  patient  just  after  the  oi>eration.  wounded  structures  separated  on  each 
To  this  a  pint  and  a  half  of  good  side,  and  the  tumor  being  devoid  of  ad- 
beef  tea  was  given  about  two  hours  hesions  steadily  advanced  through  the 
beforehand.  She  had  her  usual  break-  incision.  They  were  followed  by  the 
fast,  and  took  nothing  but  the  beef  tea  hands  ofoneofthe  gentlemen  and  closed 
after  it.  behind  the  tumor  as  opportunity 
5thly.  The  temperature  of  the  room  offered,  so  as  to  cover  the  viscera  with 
was  maintained  at  a  little  above  70  Fah-  the  peritoneum  itself  as  promptly  and 
renheit.  as  completely  as  possible.  Dr.  Freund, 
Tuesday,  30th  May,  1843.    It  was  as  upon  the  former  occasion,  performed 

near  five  o'clock  when  Mrs.    R this  ofiice,  and  the  tumor  was  steadied 

took  her  seat  upon  a  couch,  her  feet  byMr.  Law;  whilst  I  passed  two  fingers 

upon  the  ground  at  its  end,  her  back  of  my  left  hand  behind  the  left  uterine 

well  propt  by  pillows,  and  an  eight-  broad   ligament,    which    formed    the 

headed  roller  laid  beneath  her  back,  pedicle,  and  by  their  guidance,  with  a 

The  steps  of  the  in  tended  operation  had  suitable    needle,    carried   a    ligature 

been  fully  explained  to  all  the  medical  behind  and  thence  through  the  middle 

gentlemen  when  previously  assembled  of  the  pedicle,  for  the  purpose  of  tying 

in  another  room,  and  each  of  those  who  it  in  two  portions.    The  first  half  of 

had  assisted  me  before  was  engaged  to  the  ligature  was  readily  and  firmly  tied, 

take  his  part  as  in  the  former  instance,  but  the  second  broke.*    The   entire 

Plent}^  of  able  assistance  was  at  hand,  pedicle    was    then    included  in    one 

but  this  arran^ment  was  the  simplest  double    ligature,    and     divided     be- 

mode  of  secunng  what  was  necessary  tween  it  and  the  tumor.    The  pedicle 

without  confusion.    Mr.  Camplin  was  was   very  short,  and  Uie  uterus  lay 

watchful  of  his  patient's  condition,  and  backward  in  the  pelvis,  with  a  part  of 

whilst  cheeringher  was  ready  also  with  the  distended  ovarian  sac  in  front  of  it. 

every  aid  of  counsel  and  of  hand  that  After  the  division  of  the  pedicle,  and 

could  be  useful.  the  removal  of  the  tumor,  there  was 

As  in  the  former  operation  a  small  heemorrhage,  in    the   suppression   of 

incision  was  first  made  of  an  inch  and    — 7~ 7~m — I 

A  half  in   Ipntrth     nnil    tho   nhrlnmpn  *  ^*  *•  ^"7  desirable  to  have  a  stronic  kind  of 

a  nail  m  lengtn,  ana  ine  aoaomen  nature  for  tyinj?  the  pedicle,  and  of  equal 

cautiously  opened  to  a  still  less  extent  ttreng^th  in  all  its  parts.    I  had  tried  beforehand 

in  the  luiea  alba.     In  the  course  of    •P*l'[J'°"!f  !*»?S"»«L*"9^«^S?f'  and  found  it 

4V  •      ^«,^^^j: i'**i        1          n   'J  readily  sustained  a  weight  of  aslbs.,  yet  another 

this    proceeding    a    little   clear    fluid  porUon  tnaoped  at  an  nntowanl  moment.    I 

(probably  from  the  sheath  of  the  right  n«ve  since  oad  a  twist  made  purposely,  and 

rectus  muscle.)  having  appeared  in  the  ■!il?*  ^^  *2I?£?**  with  any  ligature  which  iriu 

a%i%,i.ua  uAuovic:,;  amviu^  o^^jv^cu  lu  uiG  ^^  amtain  601bs.  and  is  not  very  even  in  its 

wound,  gave  an  unpression  to  some  of   wttie,  as  weU  ai  of  soft  texture. 


702  MR.  WALNE'S  SECOND  CASE  OP 

which  the  shortness  of  that  part  oc-  jyartially  turn  in  bed,  by  the  aid  prin- 

casioned  some  difficulty ;  but  on  draw-  cipally  of  the  lower  limb  of  the  side 

ing  it  up  by  the  ligatures  I  could  com-  from  which  she  wished  to  turn.     The 

mand  the  vessels  by  holding  the  bleed-  rectum-tube  was  passed,  but  very  little 

ing  part  within  the  finger  and  thumb  flatus  escai>ed.    One  dose  of  her  ano- 

of  my  left  hand,  and  they  were,  after  a  dyne  was  given  at  night, 

little  delay,  secured  by  another  ligature,  June  1st.— Had  a  good  night.    When 

which  included  the  pedicle  again  en-  visited  at 

tirely.    The  advantage  of  a  free  inci-  9  a.m.    5  p.m.     II  p.m. 

sion  was  particularly  felt  at  this  period.  Her  puke  was    .     11 7         108          102 

The  coagula  being  cleared  away,  the  Urine  withdrawn  Sviij.  Jx.  Jviij. 
edges  of  the  wound  were  adjusted  as  and  some  was  also  voided  in  the  night, 
accurately  as  possible,  and  nine  inter-  and  when  the  bowels  were  twice  spon- 
rupted  sutures  served  to  preserve  them  taneously  moved  in  the  course  oi  the 
in  apposition.  Long  pads  of  lint  were  da^.  Her  skin  was  warm  and  per- 
laid  down  each  side  ofthe  wound,  and  spiring  all  day ;  her  tongue  moist,  and 
over  them  slips  of  plaster  passed  from  only  slightly  \ihite.  She  had  no  pain, 
side  to  side  across  tne  abdomen.  The  and  the  wound,  where  visible  on  re- 
heads  of  the  roller  which  had  been  adj  usting  the  bandage,had  nicely  united, 
placed  behind  her  were  now  carried  In  all  respects  she  was  going  on  well, 
once  round  her  with  the  requisite  firm-  Water  haa  been  her  only  support  till 
ness  and  tied.  She  was  conveyed  to  five  o'clock  to-day  (forty-eient  hours 
bed  with  a  firm  thoug[h  frequent  pulse,  from  the  operation)  when  a  little  beef 
and  a  warm  skin,  having  been  scarcely  tea  was  given,  and  at  night  some  gruel, 
faint  during  the  operation.  She  took  2d. — Having  slept  a  good  deaf  yes- 
^r.^Morph.  Acet.  in^iss.  Mist.  Camph.  terday,  her  night  was  not  so  good, 
immediately,  and  again  in  an  hour;  though  the  anodyne  was  taken  as 
and  eagerly  drank  some  water,  of  which  before.  The  pulse  was  about  102  all 
«he  had  already  taken  more  than  I  was  day ;  the  symptoms  much  as  on  the 
aware  of.  At  half-past  six  o'clock,  her  previous  evening.  The  wound  beine 
pulse  was  110;  at  ten,  it  was  106,  and  dressed,  was  found  to  have  unitea 
full,  her  skin  warm  and  freely  per-  throughout,  except  for  about  three 
spirinfi^,  and  she  had  slept  a  little,  quarters  of  an  inch  at  the  lower  end, 
Complained  of  some  pain  of  the  left  where  the  ligatures  of  the  pedicle  were 
side  and  in  the  back.  ^xj.  of  urine  placed.  The  stitches  were  all  removed, 
withdrawn  by  catheter.  Temperature  Towards  evening  she  became  uneasy, 
of  the  room,  75.  To  have  nothing  but  and  had  a  sense  of  sickness ;  but  was 
water,  viz.  12  oz.  in  the  night.  The  free  from  tenderness  of  the  abdomen, 
temperature  to  be  lowered  a  little.  Her  bowels  not  having  been  moved,  an 

3ist.— I  paid  her  three  visits,  at  each  enema  was  administered,  and  much 
of  which  the  pulse  was  noted,  and  was  flatus  followed ;  and  as  her  pulse  inter- 
about  120.  She  had  slept  little,  but  mitted  somewhat,  beef  tea  was  directed 
perspired  freely  all  night.  No  sick-  to  be  given  more  frequently, 
ness,  nor  shivering,  nor  chilliness  had  3d.— A  pretty  good  night,  but  had 
occurred,  and  her  mind  was  perfectly  some  unpleasant  dreams.  Flatulency 
clear.  The  abdomen  was  free  from  and  occasional  griping.  Would  like 
distension  and  from  tenderness,  except  an  egg  for  breakfast.  To  have  it,  with 
in  the  line  of  the  wound,  and  in  the  bread  and  butter  and  tea;  and  then  to 
left  iliac  region ;  but  she  felt  all  over  take  gr.  x.  of  Fel.  Bov.  inspissat  The 
her  as  if  sne  had  been  beaten,  was  pulse,  108  in  the  early  part  of  the  day, 
thirsty,  and  complained  of  heat  and  was  105  later,  after  having  slept  a  good 
occasional  griping  uneasiness.  I  was  deal.  Having  had  no  movement  of  the 
surprised  at  finmng  ^xxi.  of  urine  bowels,  but  being  less  flatulent,  gr.  x. 
follow  the  use  of  the  catheter  in  the  of  the  Fel.  to  be  repeated, 
morning.  Jx.  more  were  drawn  off  at  4th.— A  better  night.  Bowels  twice 
midday;  but  befoje  my  evening  visit  moved  very  comfortably;  voided  her 
she  had  twice  passed  it  unassisted  in  arine  very  freely,  which  hitherto  had 
considerable  quantity  :  I,  however,  generally  been  drawn  off;  pulse  106, 
drew  off  Jv.  The  tongue  was  moist  feeble.  Some  offensive  motions  passed, 
and  clean ;  short  intervals  of  sleep  and  she  felt  low.  A  little  brandy  to  be 
refreshed  her  in  the  course  of  the  day.  taken  in  some  gruel,  and  then  her 
Her  breathing  was  free ;  and  she  could  anodyne.    Arrow-root  for  supper. 
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5th. ~  A   good  night.     Is    languid;  cold.    Tongue  furred,  but  moist ;  urine 

pulse  105.     To  have  beef  tea  and  a  passed  without  difficulty,  but  of  higher 

custard  pudding  for  dinner.    Tried  to  colour.     There    is  uneasiness  in  the 

sit  up  auer  dinner,  but  felt  faint  and  iliac  region  as  before,  and  a  little  soft 

^iddy.    A  glass  of  sherry  given.    Slept  fulness.    I  examined  the  left  leg,  fear- 

HI  the  evening,  and  became  very  com-  ing  inflammation  of    the  veins  from 

fortable.      &liliary  eruption  appeared  the  symotoms  complained  of.     It  was 

yesterday  on  some  parts  of  the  skin,  larger  tnan  the  other,  but  so  it  had 

and  to  dsLj  was  very^neral.    Pulse,  been  before  the  operation ;  no  shivering 

towards  night,  96.     xne  room  to  be  nor  sickness,  but  the  pulse  110.    The 

kept  cooler.  miliary  eruption  much  renewed.    To- 

^>th.~ Wound  dressed  again.    Two  wards  night,  the   pain  in  her  limbs 

or  three  spots  only  of  pus,  where  the  increased,  but  the  abdomen  easy,  and 

skin  was  not  quite  evenly  adjusted,  but  there  was  less  tenderness  in  the  iliac 

in  quantity  hardly  worth  mentioning ;  region ;  the  right  leg  had  become  some- 

the  wound,  in  general,  being  a  cleanly-  what   painful,  particularly    on   being 

united  line,  excepting,  of  course,  where  moved,  and  her  pulse  was  higher ;  a 

the  hgatures  lay  like  the  threads  of  a  hot  enema  was  given,  viz.  of  lOS  Fahr. 

seton.      Pulse    94.      Complained    of  and  an  anodyne, 

nothingbut  weakness, being  remarkably  June  9th.  —  Passed  an  indifferent 

well  for  the  period  of  her  recovery—  night,  and  feels  very  ill  this  morning, 

one  week  after  the  operation.    To  have  her  sleep   having  been  disturbed  by 

'  f  ome  boiled  mutton  for  dinner,  with  pain  in  tne  limbs,  particularly  the  left 

wine  and  water.    Pulse,  at  nijg^t,  88;  teg,  which  is  more  swollen,  and  now 

urine  passed  freely^   no  motion,  end  pits  sensibly,  though   it   did  not  on 

the  bowels  a  little  uneasy,  with  a  sense  examination  last  night;  there  is  some 

of  weight  in  the  left  iliac  region.  tenderness  in  the  course  of  the  blood- 

Capt.  FeL  Bov.  inspiss.  gr.  x.  b.  s.  vessels  in  the  groin  ^  the  shoulders  and 

T  1-        J  *  -1  J . I.             .        .    .X.'  neck  are  easier;    pulse    125,   feeble; 

I  have  detailed  the  symptoms  to  this  ^rine  more  red;  bowels  well  relieved, 

period  more  particularly  than  T  should  ^nd  motions  not  unhealthy  ;   tongue 

otherwise  have  done,  for  the  purpose  of  fo^i^  but  moist ;    no  shivering ;   skin 

shewing  m  how  promising  a  manner  perspiring;  leeches  to  the  groin, 
every  thing  had  hitherto  proceeded. 

On  the  /th  of  June  she  had  passed  9>  ^^f^-  Cinchon.  Jjss.  quarts  quAque 

an  indifferent  night;    and  there   was  hor4  sumend. 

considerable  uneasiness  in  the  left  iliac  2  t.M.  Leeches  have  not  sucked  well, 

region,  with  one  tender  spot    feeling  nor  the  bites  bled  much,  yet  she  says 

like  an  intestine  in  a  state  of  contrac-  she  is  better.    Bein^  put  on  milk  diet, 

tion.    She  had  a  copious  motion  in  the  she  finds  it  support  her  very  well ;  her 

morning,  with  partial  relief.     Instead  pulse  is,  however,  130.    At  night,  leg 

of  meat,  took  some  sago  pudding  for  more  swollen  and  very  painful ;  leeches 

dinner,  which  she  enjoyed.    Was  free  renewed ;  a  hot  enema, 

from  sickness,  but  complained  more  p,  Sulph.  Quio. ;  Pil.  Hydrarg. ;   Ext. 

than  hitherto  of  pain.  Conii,  aa.  gr.  ij.     M.  ft.  pU.  ij.  quartIL 

9>  Extr.  Hyoficyam. ;  Pel.  Bov.  inapias.  quaque  horA  sumend..  ia  Ueu  of  the 

aa.  gr.  v.;   Aloes  Barbad.  gr.j.     M.  infusion.     An  anodyne. 

Ft.  piL  iij.  atatim  aumend.  Dr,  Blundell    concurs  in  her  case 

As  no  motion  followed  this  dose,  and  being  now  one  of  mild  phlegmasia  do- 

her  uneasiness  was  increased  towards  lens,  or  inflammation  of  the  veins,  aa 

night,  though  she  had  passed  urine  of  Mr.  Camplin  and  myself  considered  it. 

peJe  colour  freely,  and  the  wound  near  June  10th. — Had  a  better  nij^ht,  and 

the  ligatures  looked  well,  an  enema  is  freer  from  pain;  pulse  138;  to  be 

was  used,  followed  by  the  anodyne,  again  leeched, 

with  Morph.  Acet.  gr.  ss.    Fluid  ihet.  Towards  night  her  pulse  fell  to  119, 

JuneStb. — Bowels  copiously  relieved,  and  though  very  uneasy,  particularly 

and  she  felt  much  easier,  even  before  in  the  left  leg,  her  pain  was  less.    She 

taking  the  anodyne,  but  after  it  slept  took  an  excessive  quantity  of  milk  last 

and    perspired    very  much.      To-day  night  and  this  mornine,  and  caused 

she    complains    of    rheumatic    pain  herself  a  great  deal  of  distension  and 

in    her    arms    and    shoulders,     with  discomfort.    A  little  brandy  and  water 

a  BtilT  necki  and  says  she  has  taken  had  to  be  given ;  her  pills  were  cq^<- 
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tinuedy  and  at  night  an  anodyne  enema  give;  the  chief  differences  being  in  the 

administered,  which  not  being  wholly  position  of  the  fallopian  tube,  which 

retained,  her  usual  anodyne  was  also  stretched  wide  away  from  the  solid 

given,  and  the  two  produced  an  incon-  part,  and  its  being  a  disease  of  the  left, 

venient  drowsiness.  whilst  the    other  was  of  the    right 

June  1 1th.— Excessively  heavy,  Ian-  ovarium, 

guid,  and  somewhat  coniused.     Pulse  Guilford  street,  Ruasell  Square, 

145.    It  even  rose  to  150  in  the  course  Loudon,  July  20,  i84S. 

of  the  morning,  but  towards  the  after-  

noon  fell  to  130,  and  gradually  came  TREATMENT  OF  FRACTURES 

d6wn  from  this  time  for  the  next  two 

days,  being  then  100 ;  the  leg  followed  by  mians  of  thb  stabchxd  bandaoi. 

the  like  course  of  improvement,  as  did  

her  general  state,  except  that  a  cough  „,,„,.,      ^.^    ,^j.    ,^      .. 

distressed  her  at  times,  and  her  feeble-  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medteal  Gazette. 

ness  and  emaciation  had  become  ex*  Sib, 

treme :  the  quinine  was  continued,  but  -            ,      f«„«„,  ^r  fU^  ;«o-»^;/x«  ^t 

t'ol'^rt Ued!  ^A^r ti^e 'the  S^^  ?^odd  you  deem  it  wo?thy  of  a  place 

legbeQmepainfulandslightlyswollen,  ^»  ^^  columns  -I  am,  sir, 

but  not  for  a  continuance.    There  was  Your  obedient  servant, 

tenderness  also  in  the  right  groin  in  "•  ^'  ^o»man. 

the  course  of  the  blood-vessels.     Her  »'  HoUe«  street,  Cavendish  Square, 

convalescence  was  very  gradually  esta-  In  your  number  of  the  21st  of  July, 

blished ;  some  tenderness  in  the  situa-  I  have  read  a  detailed  account  of  a 

tion  of  the  veins  in  both  groins  was  fracture  of  the  forearm,  unsuccessfully 

experienced  for  many  days ;   clammy  treated  by  the  starched  bandage,  given 

sweats  broke  out  at  times,  and  pains  by  Mr.  M'Cash,  from  which  the  author 

like  those  of  rheumatism  were  often  proceeds  to  draw  inferences,  which  I 

complained    of  during  her  recovenr.  cannot  but  regard  as  unjust,  as  grounded 

As  to  the  wound,  what  was  chieny  on  insufficient  experience,  and  as  cd- 

remarkable  was,  that  from  the  peeling  culated  to  bring  into  disrepute  a  prac- 

of  the  skin,  occasioned  by  the  innume-  tice  of  exceeding  value  to  the  sumon 

rable  little  blisters  of  the  miliary  erup-  in  the  treatment  of  fractures.     The 

tion,  its  whole  line  was  made  raw  for  a  author  details  the  case,  the  substance 

couple  of  days,  and  at  the  part  where  of  which  is  as  follows: — "  A  boy,  of 

the  ligatures  hung  forth,  a  discharge,  12  years  of  age,  and  of  slender  confor- 

just  about  the  time  of  the  subsidence  mation,  had  fallen  from  a  wall,  and  so 

of  the  worst  symptoms  of  venous  irri-  had  received  a  fracture  of  both  bones 

tation,  was  observed  in  greater  quan-  of  the  forearm.    There  was  a  conside- 

tity  than  at  other  times,  and  then  it  rable  displacement  ofthe  broken  bones, 

was  offensive,  but  in  general  it  was  a  good  aeal  of  deformity  around  the 

healthy  and  not  at  all  profuse.  seat  of   fracture.      All  the  patient's 

The  ligature  first  tied,  which  in-  members  were  agitated  by  the  intensity 
eluded  half  the  pedicle,  came  away  in  of  his  sufferings ;  the  muscles  of  the 
about  five  weeks.  The  others  which  limb  affected  oy  such  violent  spas- 
embraced  the  whole  pedicle,  although  modic  movements,  that  when  the  dis- 
they  have  been  very  tightly  twist^,  placed  bones  were  reduced  to  their 
remain  to  the  present  time.  P^SP^^  position  there  was  very  great 

The  tumor  removed  in  this  case  was  difnculty  of  keeping  them  so.    This 

rather  less   solid  than  that  which  I  the  author  consiaered  k  favourable  C9S€ 

removed  in  November  last.    It  weighed  for  the  trial  of  M.  Velpeau*8  method  of 

sixteen  pounds  and  three  quarters,  im«  treatment  by  means  of^  the  early  appli* 

perial  weight,  and,  when  laid  in  a  dish,  cation  of  the  starched  bajidage  (/e  ban* 

measured  in  horizontal  circumference  dage  immobile  of  that  justlv  celebrated 

2  feet  m  inches;  in  vertical  circum-  surgeon.)    Accordingly,  after  foment- 

ference  2  feet  6  inches  lengthwise,  and  ing  the  limb  and  administering  the 

2  feet  3i  inches  across.    The  engraving  Sulphate  of  Magnesia  c.  Tart.  Antim4 

of  the  former  tumor  (London  Meo.  he  proceeded  to  apply  the  apparatiis. 

^^z,I>^.23y  18^,)  will  con ve]^  abetter  The  patient  sufierea  for  the  first  day 

notion ofthis  than  any descn^Monl^cmk  or  two  a  gooddenl  of  pain  in  theiiv> 
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jured  limb;  this,  however,  sabsided^  scribed  in  this  case  could  not  have 

and  every   thing  was  believed  to  be  happened  without  much  laceration  of 

going  on  well  for  sevtn  or  eight  weeks ^  the    muscles  and  the  smaller  blood- 

at  the  end  of  which  time,  the  appa-  vessels  of  the  limb ;  and  I  am  further 

ratus  being  removed,  the  bones  were  inclined  to  think  that  the  violent  spas- 

found  perfectly  in  apposition  and  firmly  modicmuscuUr  contractions  descnbed 

united,  but  such    an    alteration  had  are  attributable  to  serious  injuries  of 

taken  place  in  the  muscles  of  the  limb  the  nerves  as  well.    Are  we,  then,  to 

that  it  was  rendered  useless,  all  power  look  to  these  causes,  or  to  the  early  ap- 

of  flexion  and  extension,  &c.  being  lost,  plication  of  the  immoveable  apparatus, 

The  author  rightly,  I  think,  attnoutes  lor   the   unfavourable  result   in  this 

all  this  to  the  effect  of  acute  inflamma-  case  ?   or  are  we   to  take   a  middle 

tion,  followed  by  deposition  of  orga-  course,  and  to  say, — to  the  serious  na- 

nizable  lymph    among   the   muscks.  ture  of  the  injury  must  the  unexpected 

Beyond  this  I  cannot  agree  with  him,  consequences  be  attributed ;  but  they 

nor  follow  him  in  his  censure  of  the  might  have  been  counteracted  had  the 

mode  of  treatment  as  the  cause  of  this  case  been  treated  on  another  plan  P 

effect.  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  real 

In  the  first  place  I  would  remark,  cause  of  the  unfortunate  result  is  the 

that  the  case  itself  was  an  unfavoura-  serious   injuiy   received    by  the  soft 

ble  one  for  this  or  any  other  method  of  parts,  and  it  is  not  to  be  attributed  to 

treatment.    The  patient  is  described  as  the  use  of  the  immoveable  apparatus  at 

of  "  slender  conformation."     If  this  all.    I  would  not,  however,  be  under- 

description  means  any  thing  in  the  ac-  stood  to  sav  that  I  should  in  general 

count  of  the  case,  I  conceive  that  it  is  be  prepared  for  an  unfavourable  result 

intended  to  convey  the  idea  of  delicacy  in  such  a  case  as  the  one  under  consi- 

of  constitution,  and  the  opposite  of  that  deration.    By  no  means.    I  believe  that 

state  of  haJth  which  usually  belongs  80  out  of  100  such  cases  would  do 

to  that  age.     If  this  idea  be  just,  I  see  well  under  this  or  any  other  well-con- 

in  it  at  the  outset  a  ground  for  an  un-  ducted  treatment ;  and  further,  that  the 

favourable  prognosis.     For  though  it  most  careful  treatment  cannot  prevent 

may  be  urged  that,  in  such  a  subject,  occasional  unfavourable  consequences 

reaction  would  be  more  moderate  than  in  the  simplest  cases.    We  cannot  al- 

in  one  of  a  more  robust  constitution,  ways  foresee  evils ;  and  when  we  can, 

and  consequently  that  there  would  be  we  are  not  always  able  to  cope  with 

less  danger  of  any  unfavourable  result  them. 

on  this  ground,  I  answer  that  this  is       There  is  one  point  in  Mr.  M'Cash's 

onlv  in  part  true.     The  reaction  will  treatment  of  his  case  which  I  consider 

be  less  violent,  perhaps ;  but  I  believe  decidedly  wrong,  namely  the  warm  fo- 

the  power  of  the  constitution  to  resist  mentation  of  the  fractured  limb.    It  is, 

the  destructive   or   injurious    conse-  according  to  Mr.  M'C.'s  opinion,  and 

cjuences  of  this  state,  and  to  convert  it  that  of  all  other  surgeons,  a  desirable 

into  a  reparative  and  &vourable  pro-  thing  to  moderate  the  reaction  conse- 

cess,  it  possessed  in  much  greater  de-  qucnt  upon  fractures,  and  to  prevent 

gree  bv  the  robust  than  by  the  delicate,  as  much  as  possible  effusion  of  blood 

The  wndc  jff*ttm  is  better  enabled  to  into  the  soft  textures.    How,  then,  is 

resist  the  efiects  of,  and  to  rally  from,  this  to  be  done  ?    By  warmth,  which 

both  internal  diseases  and  external  in-  must  accelerate  the  determination  of 

juries.  blood  to  the  part,  and  bv  this  means 

Secondly,  I  resard  the  great  degree  favour  the  occurrence  of  hcemorrhaeic 

of  displacement  of  the  broken  bones  as  effusion?     I  should  say  no,  but  by 

a  complication  of  the  ease  HkeW  to  cold,  which  is  calculated  to  have  the 

KDdor  its  management  more  dimcult  very  opposite  eflect,  and  further  by  a 

than  nsoal,  inatmuch  as  fresh  violence  raised  position  of  the  limb,  so  as  to 

must  be  resorted  to,  to  overcome  it,  favour  the  return  of  blood  by  the  veins. 

and  to  prevent  its  reeuirence,  and,  fur-  These,  added  to  the  earJy  reduction  of 

ther,  likely  to  interfere  seriously  with  displacement,  and  coq^tation  of  the 

the  fiivoarable  jpfopress  of  the  case,  fractured  bones,  and  the  early  applica- 

from  the  extensive  inj wy  received  by  tion  of  some  efficient  apparatus,  are  the 

all  the  foft  textures  around  the  seat  of  means  to  prevent  any  evil  consequences 

fracture.     Such  displacement  aa  is  de*  arising  from  fractures,    li\  oi^^fe  \stfs«^ 

819.— XXXII.  ^"l- 
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goint  the  treatment  of  this  case  is  to  who  had  received  fracture  of  the  bones 
e  blamed ;  rather,  I  may  call  it,  the  of  the  forearm.  I  have  never  seen  a 
neglect.  For  what  purpose  was  the  case  in  which  there  was  any  defect  in 
confinement  of  the  limb  m  the  appara-  the  action  of  the  muscles  on  the  re- 
tu8  maintained  for  eight  weeks?  This  moval  of  the  apparatus.  On  the 
seems  to  me  a  very  unnecessary  length  contrary,  one  of  toe  advantages  of  the 
of  time  to  keep  the  limb  unused,  and  practice  has  always  appeared  to  me  to 
confined  in  a  fixed  position;  certainly  be  the  plump  and  firm  condition  in 
much  longer  than  fracture  of  the  bones  which  the  linib  is  found, 
of  the  forearm  requires,  and  sufficiently  In  using  any  other  appliances,  the 
long,  in  some  cases,  to  lead  to  great  bandages  must  be  removed  several 
rigidity  of  the  joints  and  atrophv  of  times  in  the  course  of  treatment:  at  each 
the  muscles.  May  not  this  even  have  reapplication  they  are  accommodated  to 
had  some  share  in  producing  the  un-  a  limb  diminished  by  pressure  and  rest, 
fortunate  termination  of  the  case  ?  On  until  at  the  end  of  six  or  eight  weeks 
the  strength  of  this,  Mr.  M'Cash's  first  the  limb  is  miserably  diminished, 
trial  of  the  **  bandage  immobile,"  and  shnvelled,  and  weak.  The  immoveable 
the  unsuccessful  issue  of  his  case,  this  apparatus  is  applied  once  for  all  to  a 
gentleman  proceeds  at  once  to  subvert  limb  of  at  least  its  natural  size.  At  first 
tne  position  taken  by  Gendrin  and  there  is  some  uneasiness  occasioned  by 
Velpeau,  that  **  on  the  earliness  of  the  the  resistance  to  the  swelling  of  the 
application  ofthe  immoveable  apparatus  parts  enclosed;  this  soon  subsidefi, 
in  fractures  depends,  in  ereat  measure.  The  circulation  is  carried  on  readily  in 
its  utility."  Of  the  truth  of  this  posi-  parts  but  moderately  compressed,  and 
tion  I  am  myself  as  confident  as  Mr.  the  nutrition  of  the  limb  consequently 
M'Cash  is  incredulous.  I  first  saw  the  is  more  complete.  The  plan  I  have 
practice  in  the  Hdpital  de  La  Charity,  adopted  is  as  nearly  Velpeau's  as  pos- 
under  M.  Velpeau's  own  directions,  sible,  substituting  starch  only  for  the 
about  two  years  aso.  The  simplicity  dextrine.  The  fractured  bones  beine 
and  neatness  of  the  method  at  first  placed  in  apposition,  and  the  limb  raised 
struck  me,  and  induced  me  to  make  considerably  above  the  level  of  the 
inquiries  about  it.  During  a  short  visit  body,  it  is  encased  lightly  and  care- 
to  Paris,  though  daily  at  the  hospital,  fully  in  a  broad  roller.  Two  straight 
I  could  come  to  no  very  certain  opmion  splints  of  thick  pasteboard,  sach  as  is 
as  to  the  value  of  the  practice,  but  was  used  by  bookbinders,  are  starched  and 
assured  repeatedly  by  a  friend,  then  laid  along  the  inside  and  outside,  or 
externe  to  M.  Velpeau,  that  it  was  most  fore  and  back  part  of  the  injured  Umb. 
successful.  This  declaration  I  held  to  These  are  to  extend  beyond  the  artica- 
be  the  more  valuable  as  my  friend  was  lations  above  and  below  the  fracture  so 
an  Englishman,  and  consequently  not  as  to  fix  them.  A  strong  starched 
likely,  from  national  prejudice,  to  over-  roller  is  then  carried  pretty  firmly  round 
rate  the  practice  of  nis  great  master,  the  limb  to  fix  the  splints,  and  the  appa- 
On  returnmg  to  London,  and  receiving  ratus  is  completed,  unless  in  some  cases 
the  appointment  of  House-Surgcon  to  the  additional  security  of  a  wooden 
Mr.  Liston,  in  the  University  College  splint  be  resorted  to  while  the  apparatus 
Hospital,  I  determined,  with  his  per-  is  drying.  The  apparatus  should  be 
mission,  to  put  the  practice  to  the  t^st.  applied  with  very  great  care,  and  the 
This  I  did  as  occasion  offered  a  suitable  limb  for  some  time  kept  considerably 
case.  I  treated  several  cases  of  frac-  raised.  The  earlier  it  is  done  the  better; 
tures  of  the  forearm  and  leg,  one  frac-  very  little  swelling  follows  a  fracture 
ture  of  the  thigh,  and  one  or  two  of  carefully  managed  and  early  reduced, 
the  humerus,  by  this  method.  It  is  a  All  antiphlogistic  treatment  until  this 
subject  of  regret  to  me  now  that  I  did  is  accomplislm  is  in  vain.  Cold  may  be 
not  keep  careful  notes  of  the  cases,  applied  with  advantage  for  the  first 
The  result,  however,  was  so  far  favour-  eieht-and-forty  hours,  and  in  most  cases 
able,  that  whenever  opportunity  recurs  all  will  do  well.  I  do  not  say  all, but  most, 
I  shall  again  have  recourse  to  it.  In  I  strongly  believe,  would.  Sufficient 
one  instance  only  do  I  remember  to  attention  I  am  convinced  in  ffenend  is 
have  removed  the  apparatus  before  the  not  paid  in  the  treatment  of  fractures 
completion  of  the  cure ;  in  the  instance  and  other  injuries  attended  with  in- 
of  A  fidgety,  nervous,  female  patient,  fUmmatory  action,  to  the  position  of 
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the  affected  part.    In  the  University  inches  thick)  and  hed-clothes  now  be- 

CoUege  Hospital,   where,    under   the  ing  laid  on  this   surface,  the  bed  is 

auspices  of  Mr.  Liston,  it  has  received  ready  for  use. 

a  good  deal  of  attention,  the  use  of  The  advantages  of  this  bed  over  those 
leeches,  evaporating  lotions,  &c.  is  hitherto  in  use  are  as  follow : — 
entirely  dispensed  with,  and  found  un-  First  and  chiefly,  much  greater  fa- 
necessary.  I  would  request  Mr.  M*Cash  cility  of  ventilation.  Ten  years  ago  I 
to  withhold  his  decision  on  the  value  of  had  one  constructed  on  Dr.  Arnott's 
the  practice  he  stronely  condemns  until  plan,  and  have  had  frequent  opportu- 
he  has  given  it  a  furuier  trial ;  I  do  not  nities,  during  that  time,  of  knowing  the 
ask  him  blindly  to  follow  any  one's  very  great  relief  afforded  by  it,  in  the 
theories  or  practices,  but  only  to  form  practice  of  several  medical  gentlemen 
his  own  on  sufficient  srounds.  Let  him  who  have  used  it,  to  persons  in  the 
give  the  plan  he  condemns  a  fair  trial,  last  stages  of  illness,  and  also  to  some 
and  he  will  be  convinced  of  its  value.  who  have  even  ascribed  their  recovery 

— to  it.     But  there  has  generally  been 

MODIFICATION  OF  DR.  ARNOTT'S  s°"?^  difficulty  in  preventing  the  accu- 

uvnuncPATip  T*wn  mulation  of  condensed  perspiration  in 

HYDROSTATIC  BED.  ^^^  j^^jj^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^j^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette,        1"^^^^  ^i<^?^-     This  has  been  remedied 

•  to  a  certain  extent  by  interposing  be- 

^^^f  tween  the  mattress  and  the  water  a 
I  BEo  to  transmit  to  you  a  description  network  of  corks  strung  together,  with 
of  a  modification  of  Dr.  Arnott's  hy-  the  view  of  forming  a  stratum  freely 
drostatic  bed,  which  I  think  will  be  permeable  to  the  air ;  but  the  ventila- 
found  nK)re  convenient  than  those  now  tion  so  obtained  has  seldom  been  per- 
in  use.  feet.  In  the  bed  which  I  now  describe 
A  bed-frame  is  prepared,  with  feet,  there  is  a  smaller  surface  for  the  con- 
sides,  and  en^,  similar  to  those  of  or-  densation  of  moisture,  and  there  are  no 
dinary  beds.  At  three  or  four  inches  upricrht  sides  impeding  ventilation.  A 
within  the  side  bars  two  others  are  small  stnitum  of  corks  may  be  used, 
placed  parallel  to  them,  leaving  in  the  but  even  that  is  not  always  necessary ; 
centre  an  open  space  at  least  two  feet  and  the  most  of  the  bed  requires  none 
broad.     A  sheet  of  strong  canvas  is  at  any  time. 

stretched  over  the  whole,  and  laced  Second,  superior  portability.    There 

with  a  cord  to  the  ends  and  external  being  no  metal  work,  nor  wooden  box 

lateral  bars,  sufficiently  slack  to  allow  to  contain  it,  the  whole  is  much  lighter 

the  part  between  the  two  internal  bars  and  more  manageable, — an  object,  now- 

to  oe  depressed   nine  inches  in  the  ever  apparently  trivial,  always  of  some 

centre,  and  only  two  or  three  inches  at  importance,  especially  in  a  sick  cham- 

each  end.     In  the  cavity  of  this  de-  ber. 

pression  is  placed  a  sack  of  water-tight  Third,  less  water  is  sufficient.    The 

Macintosh  cloth,  large  enough  to  allow  quantity  can  be  reduced  almost  to  the 

the  introduction  of  twenty  or  thirty  minimum  which  will  float  a  man,  by 

gallons  of  water,  without  producing  lacing  the  canvas  i)roportionally  tight. 

any  tension ;  it  must  remain  perfectly  When  the  patient  is  large  and  heavy, 

flaccid.     The  sack  which  I  use  is  six  more  water  is  rctjuired  to  float  him, 

feet  long  by  three  feet  wide,  with  a  and  the  lacing  can  be  slackened  ac- 

nanrow  neck  about  a  foot  long ;  but  it  cordingly. 

it  larger  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  Fourth,  less  ex[>ense.    I  do  not  know 

The  neck  is  brought  through  the  foot-  the  price  for  which  hydrostatic  beds 

board  of  the  bed,  to  the  outside,  where  are  made  in  London,  but  that  which  1 

water  is  introduced ;  sufficient  being  have  now  described  was  only  half  the 

employed  to  fill  the  sack  to  within  halt  expense  of  the  other  made  with  the 

or  three- fourths  of  an  inch  of  the  level  zinc  trougjh. 

of  the  frame  of  the  bed.    The  appara-  There  is  no  necessity  to  close  the 

tus  now  presents  the  appearance  of  a  orifice  by  which  water  is  admitted ;  it 

nearly  level  surface,  consisting  of  two  requires  simply  to  be  turned  upwards, 

lateral  planes,  rigid  and  tense,  and  one  and  supported  with  a  loose  string,  to 

central  plane  of  the  greatest  possible  prerent  the  water  from  flowing  out  by 

softness.     A  thin   mattress  (l^  to  2  the  movements  of  the  patient :  thenn- 
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dulations  never  exceed  a  few  inches.  tenZeitraume8,&c."  In  English,  thus — 

For  discharging  the  water  when  it  is  *'  When  the  practitioner  observes  at 

desired  to  remove  the  apparatus,  a  sy-  the  end  of  the  second  stage,  that  the 

Shon  is  introduced  at  the  orifice  to  the  lymphatic    effusion    in   the    posterior 

eepest  part  of  the  sack.  chamber  (though  not  preventing,  still 

In  i>ourinfi^  in  the  water,  a  quantity  matl^    limiting    vision),    does    not 

of  air  is  liable  to  be  carried  along  with  diminish  by  the  treatment  which  is 

it,  which  elevates  the  upper  side  of  the  pursued,  so  as  to  allow  a  hope  for  the 

sack,  and  accumulates  there.  Although  complete  restoration  of  si^ht ;  but  on 

more  yielding  even  than  water,  it  de-  the  contrary,  that  there  is  reason  to 

feats  the  whole  design,  and  forms  sa-  dread  that  the  lymphatic  effusion  wiU 

lient  and  tense  protuberances.     It  is  remain  in  the  same    state  after  the 

easily  discharged  by  drawing  the  arm,  second  stage  has  terminated ;  then  not 

with  a  little  pressure,  over  the  surfece  only  external,  but  internal  alterative 

of  the  sack  from  the  bottom  to  the  medicines  must  be  had  recourse  to,  in 

neck. — I  am,  sir,  conjunction  with  the  other  remedies 

Your  obedient  servant,  proper  in  this  stage  of  the  disease ;  that 

H.  OoDEN,  M.D.  IS,  tne  preparations  of  mercury  must  be 

SunderUnd,  Aof:.  6, 1S4S.  employed,  which  in  such  circumstances 

will    never    disappoint,    if    properly 

managed.  Calomel,  united  with  opium, 

DEATH    OP;  THE    CORNEA    FROM  is  to  be  given  internally.      Frictions 

CHEMOSIS  ;  .  ADVANTAGE      OF  ^nce  a  day,  over  the  eyebrow,  with 

MERCURY   IN  IRITIS ;   SIZE  OF  J^^rcurial  ointment,  opium  being  added 

r««^  w^M^r^r^c  r>^T  r«w,^  ««n«,^, /^  ^0  it,  vcry  much  contnbutc  to  the  ab- 

THE  IMAGES  ON  THE  RETINA.  sorption  of  the  lymph  effused  into  the 

posterior  chamber. 

'rusx.  vj:4^^^4l^  ^  ^'    i^     j-  "Whoever  has  not  witnessed   the 

7b  the  Editor  qftJie  Medical  Gazette.  g^riking   effect  of  such   a  method  of 

Sir,  treatment  of  iritis  in  this  stage,  cannot 

Iw  your  number  for  July  28,  Dr.  J.  C.  P?ssibly  form  any  idea  of  the  extraor- 

Hall  inquires—  dmary  and  rapid  improvement,  which, 

lst.--lf  the  priority  of  "  the  notion,  y^«°  properly  conducted,  it  often  in  a 

that  in  pumlent  ophthalmia  the  cornea  ^^"^  ^^7^  produces.     I  have  repeatedlv 

dies  from  the  pressure  caused  by  theche-  ^^^  a  whitish  net-work  m  the  pupil, 

mosed  conjunctiva,"  does  not  belong  to  ^°  which  was  distinguishable  at  adis- 

Mr.  Midmemore,  to  whom  it  belongs.  ^°^^»  disappear  in  eight  or  ten  days." 

2d.— If  the  priority  of  the  *' demon.  — Beer's  Lehre  von  derAugenkrankheU 

stratiou  of  the  advantage  of  mercury  *^"1»  J®^-  ^-  P-  ^^-     Vienna,  1813. 

in  iritis''  does  not  belong  to  Dr.  Farre,  T"®*®  extracts  will  probably  satisfy 

to  whom  it  belongs.  ■^-  Hall's  inquiries,    I  may  mention. 

The   two  following   extracts    may,  however,  that  Beer  recommended  mer- 

perhaps,  assist  Dr.  Hall  in  solving  these  ^^^^  ^°  *799  for  iritis,  althouffh  the 

questions.  '"^  was  not  used  till  1801,  wnich  it 

*'  Other  causes,  no  doubt,  concur,  in  wm  first  bv  Schmidt, 

the  puromucous  inflammation  of  the  ^^^^  V'^*^®  t"®  P^n  in  my  hand,  I 

conjunctiva,  to  produce  opacities  of  the  °^*y  ??y  ^  ^^  ^orry  Mr.  Mayo  has  not 

cornea,  detachment  of  its  conjunctival  f  ®"  5'  \?  ^*°?*  ^^  answer  to  a  query 

covering,  and  ulceration,  and,  in  par-  ^  "«^  the  freedom  to  propound  to  him 

ticular,  the  maceration  of  the  cornea  in  5?™®  months  ago,  through  the  Medical 

a  flood  of  purulent  fluid,  not  sedulously  ^-^^"tb. 

removed  by  injections.    But  the  de-  25ei««««wy,i)*meTjrathAsiishtetodiren, 

of»,,^f;^,«  A  ^ui  -™^J  V     •    isii.     *•  Stnuiffe  niMiBlon  I  at  the  bottom  of  a  well. 

StrucUon  of  the  cornea  by  infiltration  QuestSons  are  then  the  windlaas  and  the  rope 

of  pus  and  slouching  I  am  disposed  to  '^^^^  V^^^  the  grave  old  gentlewoman  up. 

refer  in  no  small  degree  to  the  pressure  In  his  •'  Nervous  System   and    its 

of  the  chemosed  conjunctiva,  and  the  Functions,"  Mr.  Mayo  announced  what 

consequent  mechanical  death  of  the  I  conceived  an  important  optical  dis- 

comea."— AfacAenziVf  Prirc/tca/ Trea-  covery,  viz.  that  the  angular  breadth 

tise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  p.  331.  and  height  of  the  inverted  picture  on 

London,  1830.  the  retina  were  one-half  of  those  of  the 

Wena  der  Aret  am  £nde  des  Ewey-  object  so  represented.  He  says  (p.  ISO) 


// 
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that  this  is  ea$ily  $howH  to  be  the  case.  form.    The  same  facts  also  give  rise  to 

What  I  wanted  to  know  when  I  sent  a  source  of  error:  the  tin,  during  fusion, 

my  former  query,  and  what  I  still  feel  is  frequently  formed  into  very  minute 

anxious  to  discover,  is  the  proof  of  Mr.  globules,  which,  thrown  out  upon  a 

Mayo's  doctrine.    If  Mr.  Mayo  can  tray  of  white  paper,  roll  about,  pre- 

give  no  proof,  but  has  hurriedly  pub-  send ng  to  the  naked  eve  the  appearance 

fished  a  statement  which  does  not  bear  of  very  minute  black  spherules,  and 

investigation,  it  would  only  show  a  be-  which  may  readily  be   mistaken  for 

coming  respect  to  the  purchasers  of  his  mercurial  sphericles,  more  especially  as 

book  at  once  to  say  so.  they  present  the  metallic  lustre  when 

I  remain,  sir,  examined  by  a  lens,  and  indeed,  in  all 

Your  obedient  servant,  appearances',  so  closely  resemble  the 

A  Medical  Student,  mercurial  globule,  that,  in  many  cases, 

AugiiBt  4tb,  1S4S.  they  cannot  be  distinguished,  unless 

'  the'  eye  be  aided  by  an   achromatic 

glass.  The  mechanical  properties,  how- 

OBSERVATIONS  ever,  will  enable  us  to  distinguish  them. 

UPON  THK  The  tin,  pressed  by  the  point  of  a  pen- 

NEW  PROCESS  PROPOSED  FOR  THE  ^"^^e*  ^^^^  J^""'  ^*^^»  *°f  f^^ists  the 

pressure,  and  when  pressed  by  the  ex- 

DETECTION  OF  CORROSIVE  treme  point,  bounds  from  under  it.  The 

SUBLIMATE  tin  globules,  collected  and  placed  in 

contact  with  each  other,  do  not  coalesce, 

BT  MEANS  OF  ^^^    ^^.^^    j^^^    ^    ^.^^^^    globulC,    but 

METALLIC    SILVER.  remain  separate  and  of  the  original 

Bt  Fobensis.  number.    The  mercurial  globules,  on 

_.    ,  ^     ^^    .  the  contrary,  present  the  very  reverse 

(PVw  the  JAmdon  Medteal  Gazette.)  ^j  j^ese  characters.  When  the  elobules 

— —  consist  of    a  mixture  or  amalgam  of 

rn^.^^. .^•^ ».«.», «>Kr^  m^^  A.,«  A  T     tin  and  mercury,  if  pressed  by  an  iron 

[PoSTSCaiFTTOPAPERlNNo.FOEAUG.4.]       ^^^^    ^^^  ^.^f'^  ^l^^^^^    ^^  ^^^    ^^^ 

Since  my  former  remarks  were  written,  and  viscid,  and  without  any,  or  at  least 
the  whole    of  the    facts    have   been  a  great  deal  less,  tendency  to  preserve 
reconsidered,  and  the  experiments  upon  the  globular  form;  nor  will  it  divide 
which    they    are   founded    repeated,  into  a  number  of  minuter  spherules,  as 
while  other  new  ones  have  been  in-  pure   mercury  invariably  does  under 
stituted,  not  only  with  a  view  to  revi-  similar  circumstances, 
sion,  but  also  to  greater  accuracy  and        Thefusingpointof silver(1873**Fah.) 
superior  delicacy.    The  following  may  in  part  frees  it  from  some  of  these  in- 
be  stated   as   the   additional  results,  conveniences,   especially    those   more 
First,  it  may  be  observed  of  <tw,  as  a  immediately  dependent  on  the  lower 
reducing  agent,  that  a  portion  unites  fusing  point  or  tin.    Still,  however, 
to  the  chlorine  disengaged  from  the  it  is  liable  to  other  inconveniences, 
mercnry,  while  another  amalgamates  and  which  seem  to  be  essentially  con- 
with  the  latter.    The  newly  formed  nected  with,  and  indeed  inseparable 
chloride  should  be  removed  by  solution,  from,  all  capability  of  amalgamating 
or  othemvise  it  will  sublime  together  with  mercury.    For  example,  the  glo- 
with  the  reduced  mercury,  and  obscure  bules  sublimed  from  the  silver  amal- 
the  globules.      Secondly,    the  fusing  gams   occasionally    fall    back    again 
point   of   tin   is  inconveniently  low,  upon   the   silver,  and  reamalgamate. 
being  only  442°  Fahr..  or  somewhat  When  the  quantity  of  mercury  is  suf- 
less  than  two-thirds  of  that  required  ficient,  this  perhaps  is  a  matter  of  little 
for    the   volatilization    of    mercury:  moment,  as  enough  of  the  sublimed 
therefore,  it  is  advantageous  to  sepa-  metal  may  eenerallv  be  secured  for 
rate  the  tin  previous  to  sublimation,  complete   and  satisfactory  identifica- 
If  the  amalgam  be  distilled,  the  boiling  tion ;  but  when    the  quantity  is  ex- 
tin  is  apt  to  sputter,  and  be  thrown  tremely  minute,  and  scarcely  sufficient 
into  the  upper  part  of  the  tube,  and  for  appreciation  by  the  unaided  sense, 
reamalgamating   with    the    mercury,  the  most  trivial   circumstance,   as   a 
renders   it   pasty,   and   incapable   of  rough  handling,  shaking,  or  \etk\w%  ^1 
assuming  its  cnanu^teristic   globular  the  reducing  \,u\ie«Vi^>X:A^'«>Q«^'^^^ 
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globule,and  give  rise  to  reamalgamatioxi.  in|^    agent;    that   in    organic    com- 

Since  the  first  part  of  the  present  paper,  phcation  the  solution  of  the  mercarial 

1  have  seen  this  happen  more  tnan  by  converting  it  into  bichloride  either 

once ;  and  the  purer  the  mercury,  the  by  a  cement  of  chlorine,  or  by  nitro- 

more  free  from  all  contamination,  and  hydrochloric  acid,  forms  an  essential 

the  cleaner  the  subliming  tube,   the  preliminary.  Havinj^  effected  this,  that 

more  likely  an  accident  of  this  de-  the  precipitation  of  metallic  mercury 

scription,  especially  in  rou^h  hands,  either  by  solution  of  proto-chloride  of 

In  the  silver  amalgam  the  silver  can-  tin,  or  by  phosphorous,  or  hypo-phos- 

not  easily,  as  in  the  case  of  tin,  be  se-  phorous  acid,  is  superior  to  every  other 

parated,  so  as  to  leave  the  mercury  free  method  hitherto  proposed,  and  the  only 

and  pure.    Heating  and  subliming  the  one  that  can  be  safeiy  practised    in 

mercury  presents  the  only   practical  medico-legal  analysis. 

method.  August  6, 1843. 

I  was  induced,  in  consequence  of  the  

above,  to  try  clean ,  bright,  and  very  fine 

iron  filings.    So  far  as  I  have  been  able        n/it^TM/^  at     r*  \  'yjp^r^rjp 

to  determine  they  are  equally  delicate        MtjUiK^Alj   UAZiJiil  Itj. 

with  the  agents  already  considered,  and  jr,  . ,       j  ,.    .  i .    ,  © ,« 

at  the  same  time  freelTfom  all  the  ob-  ^'^'^'V.  A^"  1 1,  »843. 

jections  just  noticed,  inasmuch  as  they  

form  no  amalgam,  and  are  wholly  in-       ..  ^icet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  difrniutem 

fusible  in  a  tube.     It  is  a  familiar  fact,  ArtU  Mediea  tueri ;  potestu  modo  veniendi  in 

that  iron  reduces  bichloride  of  mercury  publicum  sit,  diceudi  periculum  non  recuso." 

to  the  metallic  state,  and  if  a  drop  of  a  Cicbro 

solution  of  bichloride  supported  upon  a 

piece  of  gold  be  transfixed  by  a  clean  WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN  AS  AGRI- 

iron  wire,  so  that  the  gold  be  touched  CULTURAL  LABOURERS. 

with  the  wire  through  the  fluid,  metallie 

mercury  is  instantly  deposited  at  the  In  our  late  articles  on  this  important 

point  of  contact,  and  for  some  distance  subject,  we  confined  our  comments  to 

?;r  fiirgf  b^  ".Js&^riithi;  r  ^"^^  "V^  "^"^  ^'^^  "^ "" 

bichloride  of  mercury  or  calomel,  and  ">«^    special    assistant-commissioners, 

the  mixture  heated  in  a  tube  of  hard  We  will  now,  before  dismissing  the 

flass,     mercurial     globules    sublime,  subject,  briefly  touch  upon  a  few  pomts 

:ven  when  the  quantity  is  very  minute,  ^^  ^^^  remaining  three  reports, 
the  T^TT  of  a  grain,  if  the  mass,  after       ^,    ^      i     *  .  i..     • 

ignition,  be  thrown  out  upon  a  tray  of  .   Mr.  Vaughan  pursued  his  inquiries 

paper,  minute  globules  of  mercury  may  in  the  counties  of  Kent,  Surrey,  and 

oe  detected,  by  the  aid  of  a  good  lens,  Sussex. 

amongst  the  particles  of  iron,  and  may        ^  jg  remarkable  that  he  thought  it 

be  removed  by  the  point  of  a  steel  wire  .  ,  ,.  t.      i.         . 

or  pen-knife  moistened  with  saliva,  and  mcumbent  upon  him  to  take  the  evi- 

when  all  collected  may  be  united  into  a  dence,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  upon 

single  globule.    With  the  globules  of  oath.    We  have  always  been  of  opinion 

mercury    the  chloride  of  iron,  formed  ^ithPaley,  that  the  multitude  of  oaths 

by  the  decomposition  of  the  mercurial  ,  ,       •    t»     i     j        i_.  i_i        * 

chloride,  subWes  ;     but  this  incon-  *^^"  *°  England  are  highly  unfavour- 

venience  may  be  avoided  by  digesting  able  to  morality  5  and  we  are  happy  to 

with  hydrochloric  acid,  of  dilute  sul-  see  that  of  late  years  the  current  of 

phuric  acid,  by  which  the  whoU  of  the  legislation  has  set  agamst  them.    A 
iron  will  be  removed,  and  pure  mercury  j    r  ^  au        i.  .i> 

onlv  remain  behind    for    subsequent  pound  of  tea  can  now  pass  through  the 

sublimation.  Custom-House  unaided  by  the  half- 

From  the  foregoing  facts,  which  1  dozen  oaths  which  it  required  in  Paley's 

have  considered  suflSciently  important  time;   and  we  think  that  the  duties 

to  justify  this  postscript,  I  think  It  will  „j_       ^      e  \.        'i  j*-* 

appear  that  when  we*^  wish  to  reduce  *^^^  «^^«^^.  ^^  ^^op-pickers  and  fruit- 

corrosive  sublimate  in  the  dry  way,  gatherers  might  have  been  ascertained 

tro»  filings  present  the  best  reduc-  without  so  solemn  an  appeal. 
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The  great  formations  of  the  wealden  inferior  articles  at  extravagant  rates, 

(}.  e.   woodland),  the  sand,  and  the  or  else  go  to  an  inconvenient  distance 

chalk,  belong  to  all  these  three  coun-  after  a  hard  day's  toil.     If  a  labourer 

ties.    The  wealden  is  girt  with  a  belt  has  run  up  a  score  at  the  village  shop, 

of  chalk  hills ;  while  a  fringe  of  sand  he  has  not  even  this  painful  alternative 

unites  the  two ;   and  **  the  sand,"  says  left  him.    In  vain  he  complains  of  the 

the  jeporter,  '*  as  it  rises  into  the  chalk,  deamess  of  his  creditor's  goods :  *'  deal 

furnishes  some  of  the  most  celebrated  here,  or  pay  your  debt,  is  the  practical 

hop-gardens  and  orchards."  argument." 

Field-labourappearstoMr.  Vaughan  Henry  Duppa,  Esq.  of  Frimingham 

to  be  generally  beneficial  to  the  health  House,  near  Maidstone,  has,  in  conse- 

of  women  and  children.    As  to   the  quence,  changed  the  hour  of  paying 

kinds  of  labour  performed  by  women,  his  labourers  on  Saturday,  from  7  p.h. 

local  customs  vary  even  within  a  short  to  9  a.m.  and  they  have  all  quitted  the 

tract  of  country.    Thus,  "  about  Tun-  village  shops  for  the  better  and  cheaper 

bridge  Wells,  women  are  rarely  em-  ones  of  Maidstone.   This  evil  of  dealing 

ployed  in  opening  the  hills*  in  the  at  bad  shops  is  aggravated  in  certain 

hop-grounds.    At  Maidstone  and  Fam-  districts  by  the  mode  in  which  wages 

ham  it  is  their  common  occupation.    At  are   paid.      In  some  of  the  villages 

Maidstone,  again,   the  woman  opens  towards  the  north-east  of  Sussex  (about 

the  hills,  and  the  man  cuts  the  plants ;  Brede  and  Sedlescomb)  the  unfortunate 

at  Famhami  the  man  opens  the  hills,  husbandman  is  often  paid  by  checks 

and  the  woman  cuts  the.  plants.    In  drawn  on  the  shopkeeper  or  miller, 

some  places  the  woman  does  not  bind  It  is  unnecessary  to  comment   upon 

the  com,  but  only  makes  the  bands ;  this ;    the    statement  of   the    fact    is 

in  others,  the    binding   is    generally  sufficient, 

assigned  to  her."  But  let  us  turn  to  brighter  scenes. 

To  the  general  healthiness  of  their  The  allotment  system,  though  not  gene- 

occupatior.s    there   are    a    couple    of  ral  throughout  these  countries,  has  been 

exceptions.     If  the  hop-picking  season  tried  in  a  majority  of  districts,  and  is 

proves  a  rainy  one,  the  women  and  productive  of  a  hundred  advantages, 

children  suffer  from  standing  for  hours  '*  Allotments  may  be  looked  upon  as 

upon  the  wet  ground,  and  diarrhosa  is  an  attempt  to  aid  the  industry  of  the 

a  common  consequence.    The  heavy  man  by  that  of  his  wife  and  child,  to 

boots  worn  by  young  boys  to  walk  divert  both  from  a  closed  or  unpro- 

over  com  lands,  produce  great  weak-  fitable  market,  as  well  as  to  exempt 

ness  about  the  ankle-joints.  money  from  the  toll  of  village  prices. 

Mr.' Vaughan  believes  that  in  the  They  especially  affect  the  wife  and 
hop  districts  a  woman  earns  thirty  children,  both  as  employment  and  as 
shillings  during  the  tying  season,  and  wages,  giving  them  a  light  and  pro- 
twenty  pence  a  day  while  the  picking  fitable  agriculture,  and  furnishing  them 
lasts.  At  ordinary  times  her  wages  with  articles  of  common  consumption 
are  far  less,  say  ten  pence  a  day.  untaxed   by  any  intermediate  profits 

The  labourer,  in  many  districts,  between  the  soil  and  the  cottage  larder, 
suffers  from  the  high  prices  of  village  •  •  •  •  In  some  parts  there  are  al lot- 
shops,  where  he  is   obliged    to    buy  ments  especially  devoted  to  children." 

^  -^ ..    ,              ,,,    .        ~;     ITT  ~"  An  agriculturist  in  the  west  of  Sussex 

*  In  the  lanipiage  of  the  hop-gardeo,  "  to  open  ^ 

the  hills"  means  to  open  the  elevated  sonkce  says  that  an  allotment  enables  the  wife 

round  the  plants,  in  order  to  ret  at  and  prune  ^      ■                  ,               ,                 -,         . 

the  lower  part  of  the  hut  year's  shoots.  to  improve  her  cookery,  and  revives 
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the  use  of  vegetables,  almost  lost,  by    of  one  of  his  witnesses  painfully  eharac- 
eating,  for  a  series  of  years,  little  but    teristic  of  the  age  in  which  we  live, 
bread   and   butter   and  cheese  from        Henry  Edwards  Payne,  Esq.  depoMs 
the  village  shops.  upon  oath  that  he  is  secreiiiiy  to  the 

Next  to  the  allotments  in  importance  Rye  Agricultural  Association,  and  in- 
come clothing  and  benefit  clubs.  The  forms  us  that  prizes  are  given  by  this 
former  are  in  part  a  charity,  as  the  society  to  labourers  thirty  yean  oif  age, 
savings  of  the  labourer  are  met  by  who  shall  have  retmainml  dmfU  «p  %o 
equal  subscriptions  from  his  wealthier  that  time,  and  shall  have  worked  for 
neighbours ;  the  latter  clubs  are  gene-  the  longest  period  on  the  sane  pro- 
xally  unassisted.  perty,  or  in  the  same  service. 

In  hop  districts  the  morals  of  the        The  legislators  of  old  thought  very 
resident  population  appear  to  be  tainted    differently  on  this  point : — 
by  the  recruits  during  the  season  of      ; — ^fWthiwsapjentijqiiowlMii, 
picking.    Thus  the  parish  of  Famham       Concubitv  prohibere  vsgo*  dne  Jnrm  maritiiik 
contains  about  ?000  inhabitants;  but        "To  make  men  husbands,  mud  to 
during  the  hop-piddng  there  is   an    keep  them  so,"  was  the  aim  of  the 
accession  of  between  4000  and  5000    Pagan  lawgiver;  your  Rye  Association 
JBtrangers.     They  come    chiefly  from    is  only  eager  ''to  prevent  imprudent 
towns    and    villages    within    twenty    marriages,"  careless  of  the  eamemkiHu 
miles ;  but  some  are  labourers  without    9apus, 
a  settled  home,  and  some  are  gipsies.  Mr.  Denison  reports  upon  the  state 

In  the  parish  of  Farlegh,  near  Maid-  of  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  and  Lincofau  The 
stone,  a  great  number  of  the  English  wages  of  women  in  the  two  former 
hands  come  from  St.  Giles's,  Saffiron  counties  are,  on  an  average,  eig^itpeace 
Hill,  &c. ;  and  they  are  the  most  vicious  a  day ;  in  Lincolnshire  he  thinks  that 
and  refractory.  The  Irish,  though  dirty  tenpence  is  now  the  average :  for  this 
in  person  and  habits,  indelicate  in  con-  they  usually  work  eight  hours  in 
duct  and  af^arance,  and  frequently  winter,  and  ten  in  summer.  The 
bringing  contagious  disorders  with  labouring  classes  in  Lincolnshire  are 
them,  are  more  controllable.  much  better  off  than  in  Suffolk  and 

As  to  education,  it  is  at  a  very  low  Norfolk, 
ebb  indeed.  Those  of  our  readers  who  Mr.  Denison  appears  to  lean  to  the 
recollect  our  papers  on  the  employment  opinion  of  the  iarmers,  that  **  education 
of  women  and  children  in  mines,  and  is  being  carried  too  for."  But,  as- 
on  the  reports  of  the  Registrar-general,  suredly,  the  evidence  poured  upon  us 
will  not  be  surprised  at  the  testimony  from  all  quarters  would  rather  show 
of  Mr.  Yanghan  on  this  point.  **  Greet  that  education  has  yet  to  begin.  Even 
ignorance,  if  it  does  not  prevail,  is  at  the  number  of  the  months  not  univcr- 
least  to  be  met  with,  where  no  special    sally  known ! 

pains  are  taken  to  discover  it.  It  is  All  the  persons  (with  two  ezcep- 
quite  common  to  meet  with  boys  en-  tions)  to  whom  Mr.  Denison  apphed 
gaged  in  forms  who  cannot  read  or  for  informatioB  respecting  the  allot- 
write.  The  unity  of  God,  a  foture  state,  ment  system,  spoke  strongly  in  its 
the  number  of  months  in  the  year,  are    fovour. 

matters  not  universally  known."  The  gang^ystem  is  the  ^nary  asti- 

In  quitting  the  instructive  and  well-    podes  of  this.    The  labourer  possessed 

written  report  of  Mr.  Vaughan,  we    of  an  allotment  almost  rises  into  the 

must  not  omit  a  point  in  the  evidence    rank  of  a  petty  farmer;  and  the  culti- 
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vation  of  a  separate  piece  of  ground  has  been,  and  never  will  be  so  saved, 
has  often  converted  the  slovenly  pauper  we  may  dismiss." 
into  a  diligent  husbandman.  The  head-  Moreover,  the  pig,  besides  being  a 
quarters  of  the  gang-system,  in  its  full-  profit,  is  a  pleasure  to  its  keeper,  and 
blown  state,  are  at  Castle  Acre,  near  we  feel,  with  Sir  F.  H.  Doyle,  that 
Litcham,  in  Norfolk,  and  the  system  to  discourage  the  practice  would  be  an 
itself  is  as  follows.  A  &rmer  who  act  of  consummate  cruelty  to  the  cot- 
wishes  to  have  a  piece  of  work  done,  tager. 

contracts  with  a  gang-master,  who,  in  We  have  barely  room  to  notice  the 
his  turn,  hires  a  miscellaneous  group  of  prominent  feature  of  Ncnrthumbrian 
men,  women,  and  children.  The  gang-  husbandry.  The  hind  (or  labourer) 
master,  scarcely,  if  at  all,  aboVe  the  hasayearly  instead  of  a  weekly  engage- 
rank  of  a  labourer,  squeezes  his  ment.  He  is  provided  with  a  rent-free 
profit  out  of  the  gang,  by  grinding  eottage  and  garden,  and  is  paid  four  or 
down  their  wages  to  the  lowest  possible  five  pounds  a  year  in  cash,  and  the 
rate,  uninfluenced  by  the  motives  of  rest  of  his  wages  in  kind.  Thus  Mr. 
compassion  or  decency,  which  might  Grey,  manager  of  the  Greenwich  Hos- 
be  found  in  the  ranks  above  him ;  pital  estates  near  Hexham,  gives  each 
while  the  superabundant  population  of  of  his  hinds  36  bushels  of  oats,  24  of 
Castle  Acre  gives  full  scope  to  his  barley,  12  of  peas,  3  of  wheat,  3  of 
thirst  of  gidn.  In  a  word,  the  gang-  rye,  from  36  to  40  of  potatoes,  24  lbs. 
master  "  regards  the  labourer  solely  as  of  wool,  a  cow's  keep  for  the  year,  coals 
a  living  instmment,  valuable  only  in  carrying  [carried  ?]  from  the  pit,  and 
proportion  to  its  available  power  f*  £A,  in  money.  In  return  for  this,  the 
bad  character  is  no  bar  to  admission  hind,  besides  his  own  work,  is  bound  to 
into  a  gang;  and  the  promiscuous  as-  provide  a  female  labourer,  to  work  for 
•emblage  of  men  and  girls  in  these  his  master  at  stipulated  wages.  This 
gangs  is  un&vourable  to  virtue;  "I  woman,  who  is  called  a  hondager,  is 
should  not  like  myself  to  take  a  wife  usually  the  hind's  daughter  or  sister, 
oat  of  the  gang;"  s&js  one  of  their  and  her  wages  are  commonly  lOd.  a 
overeeers !  day,  or  Is.  in  harvest. 

Sir  F.  H.  Doyle  reports  upon  the  A  great  objection  to  this  plan  is  the 

condition  of  Yorkshire  aad  Northimi-  wretchedness  of  these  rent-free  cot- 

berland.    In  Torkriiire,  the  wages  of  tages;  for  they  generally  contain  but 

women  are  lOd.  a  day  at  one  season,  one  room,  perhaps  17  feet  by  15;  incon- 

and  Is.  at  another ;  but  as  their  work  struction  and  ventilation  they  are  most 

is  partial  and  uneertain,  its  remunera-  miserable ;  and  the  want  of  separation 

tion  is  not,  on  the  average,  more  than  between  the  sexes  implied  by  their 

2b.  a  week,  or  £5.  4b.  a  year.  single  apartment  is  utterly  indefensible. 

We  are  glad  to  find  that  Sir  F.  H.  Improvement  in  this  point  has  begun, 

Doyle  stands  up  for  the  cottagei's  pig.  but  it  is  not  so  rapid  as  it  ought  to  be. 

"  Of  such  a  pig,  the  first  product  of  "  I  hope,  however,  and  believe,"  says 

aUotment,  gsrden,  or  potatoe  head-land.  Sir  F.  H.  Doyle,  *'  that  the  landowners 

it  is  the  foshion  among  political  econo-  of  Northomberland,— and  not  of  Nor- 

mists  to  speak  disrespectfully.    Now,  thumberland   alone,  —  are    becoming 

whatever  might  be  the  Buperfer  profit  of  every  day  more  deeply  impressed  with 

the  cottager,  of  saving  the  money  which  the  feeling,  that  some  sacrifice  of  time 

he  spends  tq;>onhi8  pig,  and  buying  his  and  thought,  and  even  of  amusement, 

baeon  ia  the  market,  this,  as  it  never  in  order  to  promote  the  general  well-< 
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being  of  their  dependents,    is   not  a    further  reputation,  and  there  waa  no  object 

charity,  but  a  duty,— the  moral  rent-    "^^^  *?  ™y  ^f^J^  than  that  of  haTing  the 

,  X*     u  J  i.    .L  •  .•       1         S^^^  opinion  of  those  with  whom  I  waa  aa- 

charge  attached  to  their  properties  by     sociated.    Sir,  a  long  lapse  of  years,  and  a 

the    state,    from     which    they     were     more  extended  intercourse  with  the  world, 
derived/^  And  a  more  varied  acquaintance  with  men 

and  manners,  have  made  no  alteration  in 

these  my  sentiments.     I  have  never  wished 

PRESENTATION  of  A  GOLD  MEDAL     that  I  could  retrace  my  steps,  and  begin 

TO  SIR  BENJAMIN  BRODIE.  my  career  in  another  sphere  of  Ufa.      I 

know  no  profession  which,  after  all,  is  prefer-r 

able  to  ours.     I  know  of  no  profession  which 
On  Thursday  last  a  dinner  took  place  at     possesses  so  honourable  an  independence; 
Willis's  Rooms,  King  Street,  St.  James's,     Sir,  I  know  of  none.     I  know  of  no  order  of 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to  Sir  Benja-  men  who  are  more  disinterested,  or  who  are 
min  Brodie  a  Gold  Medal  as  a  testimonial  more  ready  to  perform  gratuitous  acts  of 
of  esteem  and  respect  on  the  occasion  of  his  kindness,  than  the  members  of  the  medical 
resigning  (two  years  since)  the  office  of  sur-  profession ;    and  who,  in  addition  to  their 
geon  to  St.  George's  Hospital.     Sir  Charles  moral  qualifications,  are  more  diatinguiahed 
Ckrke  presided.      About  120  sat  down  to  for  their  good  sense,  and  freedom  from  pre- 
dinner,  including  many  of  the  most  dis-  judice,  as  well  as  for  their  general  knowledge 
tinguished  members  of  the  profession.  ^uid  attainments.     And,  sir,  having  mixed 
After  the  health  of  Her  Majesty  had  been  &  good  deal  with  other  portions  of  society, 
drank,  the  Chairman  proposed  that  of  Sir  I  am  only  too  happy  to  fall  back  upon  my 
Benjamin  Brodie,  to  whom  he  then  presented  own  profession  as  affording  me  the  beat  ex- 
the  Medal,  with  an  address,  in  which  he  amples  of  moral  character,  the  moat  prudent 
highly  complimented  his  distinguished  friend,  counsellors,  and  the  kindest  frienda. 
Our  limits,  however,  oblige  us  to  confine         Sir,  you  have  been  pleased  to  revert  to  my 
ourselves  to  Sir  Benjamin's  reply,  which  he  publications  connected  with  physiology  and 
delivered  with  a  great  deal  of  feeling.  suigery.     With  respect  to  the  former,  I  con- 
Mr.  President :  It  is,  sir,  no  affectation  sider  the  chief  merit  they  have  la,  that  they 
in  me  to  say  that  I  really  want  words  to  may  have  led  others  to  work  in  the  same  field ; 
expresswh^itl  feel  on  this  occasion;  for  whilst,  and  my  ambition  respecting  them  will  be 
sir,  on  the  one  hand,  I  am  sensible  of  the  fully  satisfied  if  they  have  b^n  found  of  any 
honour  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  con-  use  in  getting  my    professional    brethren 
sidering  it  as  the  proudest  distinction  of  my  throujgh  the  difiicult  labyrinth  of  surgical 
life — while  I  am  gratified  to  see  so  many  of  practice. 

my  old  friends,  so  many  of  my  pupils,  so  But,  sir,  you  have  been  also  pleased  to 
many  individuals  distinguished  in  the  world,  speak  of  me  in  connexion  with  St.  George's 
not  disdaining  to  be  here  this  evening —  Hospital,  and  of  my  services  there,  and  yon 
while  I  am  gratified,  also,  by  the  favourable  bave  alluded  to  a  meeting  at  the  Hospital  lor 
sentiments  expressed  by  yourself,  and  which  the  foundation  of  this  medal  on  the  occasion 
others  have  not  less  cordially  responded  to  of  my  resigning  my  office ;  and  thinking  it 
•—Sir,  I  cannot  but  feel  that  all  this  is  more  my  duty  to  speak  on  this  occasion  of  St. 
than  really  belongs  to  me :  that  I  am  in-  George's  Hospital,  I  beg  to  say  that,  to 
debted  to  the  kindness  and  partiality  of  my  St.  George's  Hospital,  to  the  Medical  School 
friends,  rather  than  to  my  own  merits  ;  and  attached  to  it,  to  my  colleagues  and  pupila 
that  there  are  other  individuals  who  have  there,  I  am  mainly  indebted  for  the  ad- 
laboured  in  the  same  vineyard,  far  more  vantages  I  have  possessed  in  my  profession, 
worthy  than  myself,  and  to  whom  the  pro-  The  name  of  St.  George's  Hospital  is  aa- 
fession  owe  obligations  greater  than  they  sociated  with  my  most  interesting  recollec- 
owe  to  me.  The  consequence  of  this  is,  that  tions ;  with  hopes  and  fears,  and  joys  and 
at  this  moment  a  feeling  of  humility  is  united  sorrows,  which  bave  long  since  passed  away, 
in  my  mind  with  that  of  gratified  ambition,  with  my  young  ambition, — the  anxieties  and 
But  out  of  this,  sir,  arises  another  feeling,  aapirations  of  my  early  life.  Sir,  it  was  my 
in  which  there  is  no  complication,  which,  good  fortune  to  be  elected  to  the  office  oif 
pure  and  unalloyed,  will  descend  with  me  to  assistant-surgeon  to  St.  George's  Hospital 
the  grave, — that  is,  gratitude  to  you,  sir,  at  an  unusually  early  period,  and  to  hold  it 
and  my  other  friends,  for  your  generosity  for  a  considerable  time.  It  waa  in  St. 
and  kindness.  Sir,  when  I  first  entered  on  George's  Hospital  I  was  enabled  to  lay  the 
the  profession  to  which  I  belong,  that  pro-  foundation  of  what  little  knowledge  of  pa- 
fession  became  to  me  my  world,  in  which  I  thology  and  surgery  I  may  now  possess,  and 
lived  and  moved  and  had  my  being.  I  therethe  happiest  hours  of  my  life  have  been 
thought  of  no  distinction  that  waa  uncon-  passed.  Everything  there,  sir,  tended  to  my 
jJccM  with  it     1  had  no  hope,  I  desired  no  improvement.     The  study  of  the  patients 
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cases,  the  observation  I  had  to  make  in  the  course  of  his  speech  by  marks  of  applause, 

wards,  the  discourses  and  couTersations  I  and  sat  down  amid  long-continued  cheering, 

had    with  others,  and  last,  sir,  but  not  least,  Before  sitting  down,  Sir  Benjamin  pro- 

my   friendly  intercourse  with  the    pupils,  posed  the  health  of  the  chairman,  after  which 

among  whom  I  am  happy  to  say  I  have  pre-  that  of  Dr.  Chambers  was  drank  with   the 

served  a  large  proportion  as  my  friends,  I  warmest  cordiality.     A  few  other  toasU  were 

hope,  for  life.     Then,  sir,  in  common  with  given,  but  we  have  not  space  left  to  allude 

others,  I  had  this  advantage,  that  St.  George's  to  them. 
Hospital  always  presented  to  my  mind  the 

names  of  some  of  the  brightest  eramples  of  ■ 

professional  skill  in  former  times — the  name  UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON 
of  Cheselden  among  the  proudest.     It  was 

there  Sir  Ciesar   Hawkins  rose,  and  there  

that  John  Hunter  pursued   those  eminent  bachblor  of  hkdicinb.— pass  exami. 
researches  m  physiology  that  were  destmed 

to  alter  the  condition  of  the  human  race.  nation,  1843. 

There,  sir,   I  find  the  names  of  both  the  Monday,'Aug.  7.- Morning,  lO  to  l. 

Heberdens,  ftither  and   son,   distinguished  .      .             j  «»     •  , 

alike  as  practical  physicians,  accomplished  Anatomy  and  Phynology, 

scholars,  and  gentlemen.      There  I  found  Examiners,  Mr.  Kibrn  an  &  Prof.  Sharpky. 
the  names  of  many  distinguished  for  their 

private  worth,  integrity,  and  virtues.     But,  L  A  vertical  section  of  the  Skull  being 

sir,  it  would  be  ungracious  in  me,  on  such  made  in  the  median  plane,  and  in  the  dry 

an  occasion  as  this,  if  I  did  not  also  recur  state ,  and  the  septum  nasi  being  removed, 

to  the  name  of  another  individual,  to  whom,  describe  the  parts  brought  into  view.     Com- 

as  a  living  example  at  the  time  I  was  student,  menoe  the  answer  by  enumerating  the  bones 

and    afterwards    assistant-surgeon    at    St.  divided  in  the  section,  and  proceed  with  the 

George's  Hospital,  I  am  still  more  indebted  description  in  the  following  order,   men- 

— I  mean  Sir  Everard  Home,  who,  at  that  tioniug    the    processes,     depressions,    and 

time,  devoted  his  whole  energy,  every  hour  foramina, — 1st,   the  inner  surface   of    the 

in  the  day,  to  some  useful  undertaking  in  the  cranium  ;    2nd,   the  roof,   floor  and  outer 

performance  of  the  duties  of  a  surgeon.     Sir,  w<^  of  the  nasal  cavity  ;  3rd,  the  roof  of 

he  had  this  great  quality,  which  it  would  be  the  mouth   and   the  inner   surface   of  the 

well  not  only  for  the  membera  of  his  own  inferior  maxillary  bone.     The  attachments 

profession,  but  persons  in  all  situations,  to  of  muscles  not  required, 

imitate,  that  when  a  difficulty  occurred  to  2-  Commencing    the    dissection    at   the 

him,  instead  of  shrinking  from  it,  it  seemed  Integuments,  and  proceeding  with  it  as  far 

to  be  the  object  of  his  mind  to  meet  and  to  ^  the  outer  surface  of  the  Internal  Ptery- 

Burmount  it.     But,  sir,  his  name  has  long  Soid  and  the  Styloid  muscles,  describe  the 

since  been  added  to  the  list  of  those  who  be-  parts  successively  ex])osed  in  dissecting  the 

long  to  the  times  that  are  past ;  and  when  space  bounded  above  by  the  Zygoma,  below 

that  drcumstanse  accidentally  comes  to  my  by  the  base  of  the  inferior  maxilla,  in  front 

mind  it  recals  the  scenes  of  my  early  life,  ^y  the  anterior  margin  of  the  Masseter,  and 

and  I  am  sometimes  startied  when  I  recol-  behind  by  the  Meatus  Auditorius,  Mastoid 

lect  all  at  once  that  I  am  so  far  advanced  proce8s,and  upper  part  of  the  Stemo>Cleido- 

in  my  worhily  course.    This,  sir,  is  no  vain  Mastoideus. 

sentiment,  and  among  the  numerous  debts  3*  Give  the  anatomy  of  the  external  cir- 
of  gratitude  I  owe,  I  know  of  none  greater  cumflex  artery  of  the  Thigh ;  state  the  steps 
than  thia,  that  the  friends  and  associates  of  the  dissection  required  to  display  it  in  its 
of  my  early  life  are  my  friends  and  associates  entire  course,  and  describe  the  parts  ex- 
still,  and  many  of  them  have  done  me  the  posed  in  the  dissection, 
honour  of  being  present  on  this  occasion.  ^'  Describe  the  soft  parts  met  with  in 
To  that  list  of  friends  I  have  been  enabled  dissecting  the  anterior  and  outer  region  of 
to  add  another  and  greater  pleasure,  that  the  leg,  and  the  dorsum  of  the  foot. 
they  are  taken  from  those  who  ,were  my  ^*  ^ive  a  description  of  the  Duodenum, 
pupils.                                              *  comprehending  its  form,  situation,  connec- 

Sir,  much  at  I  am  indebted  to  those  who  tions  and  structure,  its  vessels  and  nerves, 

have  done  me  the  present  great  honour,  I  am  Brunner's  glands,  and  the  mode  of  opening 

still  fiurther  indebted  to  them  for  having  of  the  ciliary  and  pancreatic  ducts. 
allowed  me  to  receive  this  gift  from   the 

hands  of  one  whoMi  conduct  has  gained  tiie  Afternoon,  S  to  6. 

respect  of  every  member  of  the  profession,  1.  The  Vertebral  Column  and  the  rami  of 

and  to  whom  I  have  myself  been  bound  by  a  the  lower  jaw  being  removed,  describe  the 

long  and  an  uninterrupted  friendship."  external  surface  of  the  Pharynx,  the  attach- 

Sir  BcDJamin  was  ohen  interrupted  in  the  ments  of  its  muficl)e8>  anii  Vbft  c^3k>^«K.  ^1  >i:tfsa 
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fibres ;  and  the  miucles  of  the  toft  palate  as '  GalTmi  and  Volta  in  the  disecyrery  of  gal- 

fn  as  tbejr  can  be  seen  in  this  stage  of  the  Tanism  or  voltaic  electricity  ?     Describe  and 

dissection.    The  phaiynx  being  opened  from  explain  the  fdndameatal  experiments  of  each, 

behind,  describe  the  parts  tiien  bronght  into  7.   What  are  the  principal  advantages 

view ;  the  description  to  indnde  that  of  the  which  the  science  of  Chemistry  has  derived 

poeterior  nares,  tiM  soft  palate,  its  arches  from  the  establishment  of  Dalton's  aHomic 

and  mnscles,  isthmus  filiieinm,  the  dorsam  theory  ? 

of  the  tongue,  its  glands  and  papiUc,  the  8.  How  may  the  presence  of  niCrogeD  be 

Epiglottis  and  its  folds,  and  the  superior  detected,  and  its  amount  be  asoeitaiued  in 

aperture  of  the  Larynx.  an  organic  compound  ? 

2.  Give  the  dissection  required  to  expose  9.  What  is  phosphorus  ?  State  its  prind- 
the  internal  pudic  artery  and  its  branches,  pal  physical  properties,  its  equivalent  num- 
after  it  has  turned  round  the  spinous  process  her,  and  describe  its  combinations  with 
of  the  ischium ;  commencing  the  dissection  oxygen. 

in  the  perineum,  and  describing  the  parts  AftemooD  3  to  6 

which  successively  appear  in  the  progress  ' 

of  it.  Materia  Mediea  and  Pharmacy . 

3.  Commendng  the  dissection  at  the  inner  Examiner,  Dr.  Perbira. 
surface  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  anterior 

superior  spmous  process  of  the  llhim  to  the  1-  Describe  the  method  of  preparing  iSb£ 

mesial  line,  and  dissecting  from  above  down-  Aniimonii  Po4as9io  iariroM  according  to  the 

wards,  and  from  the  peritoneum  to  the  in-  liondon    Pharmacopoeia,    and  explidn  the 

teguments,  describe  the  parU  successively  chemical  changes  which  attend  the  process, 

exposed,  particulariy  with  reference  to  the  State  the  composition,  effects,  uses,  and 

Inguinal  canal,  its  contents  and  boundaries,  doses  of  this  salt,  and  also  the  teats  by  which 

3.  Give  the  structure  and  chemical  com-  »*»  presence  may  be  recognised, 

position  of  Muscular  tissue,  the  arraneement  2.  Give  the  botanical  chancters  of  Aea» 

of  its  nerves  and  blood-vessels,  and  &e  dif-  •"'«»  NapeUuM.    Mention  the  peculiarities 

fcrence  in  structure  between  voluntary  and  ^  i^  action  on  the  system ;  name  the  dis- 

invohmtary  muscles.  e*MS  for  which  it  is  especially  adapted ;  and 

5.  By  what  mechanism  is  air  introduced  >tate  the  best  mode  of  using  it  CDLtemally  as 

faito  and  expelled  from  the  lungs  fai  respira-  well  as  internally. 

fion  ?  Enumerate  the  muscles  which  are  8.  How  would  you  distinguish  Liqvor 
constantly,  and  those  which  are  only  Soda  ^€rve§cenif  Ph.  L.,  froM  mere  oar- 
occasionally  employed  hi  inspiration  and  ex-  honic  add  water  ?  With  what  metal  is  the 
piration.  ioda  water  of  the  shops  frequently     ~"     * 


nated,  and  how  would  you  detect  the  impa- 

Tnesday,  August  8.— Morning,  10  to  1.  rity  ? 

Chemittry  ^'  ^^"^  ^^  ^^  appropriate  doses,  for  aR 

^^*  adult,  of  the  following  substsnoes :— Bensoic 

Examhier,  Propbssor  Danibll,  add,  sal  ammoniac,  trisnitrate  of  biaraatb, 

1 .  A  saline  powder  will  be  placed  before  biniodide  of  mercury,  and  bromide  of  potas- 
you  with  a  blow-pipe,  lamp  and  charcoal :  '^vm  ? 

test  the  powder,  state  its  composition,  and  5.  How  would  you  detect  the  adukersftioD 

describe  the  phenomena  which  it  presents  by  ^  balsam  of  copaiba  with  castor  oil  ? 

the  application  of  the  flame,  and  explain  ^*  Enmnerate  the   priadpal   cathaitici. 

their  causes.  In  how  many  groups  or  orders  may  they  be 

2.  A  saline  sohition  will  be  placed  before  conveniently  arranged  ?    What  an  the  p«- 
you  marked  A,  with  appropriate  tests :  ex*  collar  effects  and  uses  of  eaeh  grosp  ? 
plain  the  changes  which  will  take  place  upon  Afternoon.  S  to  6. 

thdr  application,  and  name  the  add  and  ^^ 

base  of  which  the  salt  has  been  composed.  Sirueimral  and  Phjfnolopieal  Battmy. 

3.  What  was  ^e  great  fault  of  tie  thcr-  Examiner,  Prof.  Henslow. 
mometer  as  origmally  constructed  by  the 

Italian  philosophers  at  the  beginning  of  the  1.  Compare  a  cumpanulato  with  «  rotate 


17th  century  ?  and  how  was  it  corrected  by  corolla :  and  a  corymbiform  with  an 

Sir  Isaac  Newton  ?  late  inflorescence.     Illustrate  your  oompari- 

4.  Describe  the  processes  by  whidi  uni-  son  by  a  slight  sketdi  of  each, 

formity  of  temperature  is  brought  aix>ut  in  2.   Whence  does  the  arillus  originate  ? 

a  system  of  bodies  originally  of  different  Name  twogoodexamples  of  plants  of  difforent 

temperatures,    and  the  prindpal    circum-  fhmilies  in  which  it  occurs, 

stances  which  influence  each.  3.    How   do  you  explain  the  formation 

5.   Describe  and  explahi  the  prindpal  of  central  and  parietal  placentR  ?    Mame 

phenomena  of  electric  induction.  an  example  of  each. 

6.   What  wme  the  rcsppcUTe  shares  of  4.  What  is  the  Raton  of  vi^gitafale  idbu- 
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men?    IsitfoundintheBeedflofraxmiiciihu,  plorable.    At  most,  if  not  all,  the  different 

pisnmt  nnapifl,  primula,  and  geranium  ?  ettablishmentt  for  the  nek  poor,  the  milk 

5.  What  is  a  stipule  ?  Are  the  plants  in  will  be  found  so  poor  in  substantial  elements 
rosacese,  leguminosae,  emciferv,  generally  as  to  furnish  hardly  three  or  four  per  cent, 
stipulate  or  not  ?  of  cream,  instead  of  eight  or  ten  per  cent., 

6.  Hoif  is  the  genus  cnscnta  supplied  the  average  proportion.  Even  this  milk  is 
with  nourishment  ?  What  peculiarity  is  diluted  with  water,  and  has  generally  been 
observable  in  the  structure  of  its  embryo  ?  boiled  before  it  is  supplied ;  and  although, 

7.  What  are  "  adventitious  buds'' ;  and  in  the  present  state  of  sdenoe,  this  process 
how  do  you  suppose  they  have  originated  ?  seems  indispensable  for  the  preservation  of 

8.  9.  10.  ENescribe  these  specimens.  milk  during  hot  weather,  yet  it  has  the  great 
disadvantage  of  making  it  less  easy  of  diges- 
tion.    Not  only  the  milk  used  for  pud- 

COMPOSITION  OF  MILK.  dings,  rice  milk,  and  other  cookeries,  is  of 

— —  this  wretched  quality,  which  would  be  of 

M.  DoNNB  has  read  a  memoir  on  this  sub-  less  consequence,  but  that  given  in  its  simple 

ject  before  the  Academy,  in  which  he  has  state  to  the  sick,    the    convalescent,   the 

established  the  existence  of  a  striking  analogy  lying-in  women,  and  even  to  children,  whose 

between  milk  and  blood,  an  analogy  not  con-  chief  nourishment  is  derived  from  it.     There 

tradicted  by  experiments  on  animals.     In  is  no  effective  and  real  ifupecHon  of  this 

each    is  found   serum  containing,  in  solu-  article,  end  the  abuses  in  its  supply  may  be 

tion,  a  specially  azotised  matter,  coagulable  inferred  from   the  following  avowal  of  a 

spontaneously,  and  a  great  number  of  sub-  dealer,  speaking  of  the  dearth  of  forage  this 

stances  representing  all  the   materials  for  year,  and  the  consequent  rise  in  the  price  of 

organization.     In  suspension  are  found  con*  milk.     "  In  general,  we  add  some  water  to 

Crete  particles  called  globules,  which  are  of  our  milk,  but  this  year  we  shall  only  add 

very  complex  structure  in  the  blood,  much  some  milk  to  our  water."    The  guaridians 

more  simple  in  milk.     Milk  owes  its  white-  of  public  health,  in  fact,  are  not  quite  in 

ness  and  opacity  to  its  globules  of  fatty  possession  of  the  causes  on  which  this  state 

matter,  as  blood  owes  its  colour  to  the  red  of  things  depends.    The  easiest  classes,  and 

particles.     Milk  may  be  said  to  be  a  sort  of  the  most  enlightened,  and  those  most  alive 

emulsion,  in  which  is  suspended  fatty  or  to  their  own  interest  and  welfare,  are  not  out 

buttery  matter  in  a  state  of  extreme  division,  of  the  reach  of  the  circumstances  above 

Filtering,  so  as  to  separate  nearly  all  the  mentioned,  but  share  in  the  consequences  of 

fatty  particles,  deprives  milk  of  its  whiteness  the  general  ignorance,  and  the  imperfect 

and  opacity,  leaving  it  a  clear  fluid,  trans-  means  applied  to  the  examination  of  milk, 

parent  or  only  slightly  opaline.     In  pur-  The    best    directed  public  establishments, 

suing  the  analogy  between  milk  and  blood,  schools,  and  even  colleges,  in  which  the  diet 

M.  Donn^  has  injected  considerable  portions  has    been    improved  even  to  luxury,   are 

of  the  former  into  the  veins  of  animals :  not  hardly  better  supplied  with  milk  than  the 

only  does  this  injection  of  a  fluid,  which  can-  hospitals.     In  hospitals  and  such  places  the 

not  be  called  inert,  produce  no  disturbance  bad  quality  depends,  no  doubt,  on  the  low 

to  the  state  offunctions  of  animals,  excepting,  prices  imposed  on  the  contractora.     It  is 

from  some  cause  unknown,  the  horse,  but  absolutely  impossible  to  give,  not  to  say 

its  globules  seem  to  perform  the  part  of  the  ffood  milk,  but  passable  milk,  at  19  centimes 

chylous  globules,  being  changed,  like  them,  the  litre,  the  hospital  price  ;  30  centimes  is 

directly  into  blood  globules.     M.  Donn^  the  lowest  price  at  which  milk  can  be  had  of 

relates  the  different  experiments  made  by  a   quality  not  firat  rate,   but    good.     M. 

him  in  the  nourishment  of  young  animals  by  Donn£  thinks  another  cause  of  the  evil  is 

means  of  milk  and  of  aoup ;  and  having  the  want  of  easy,  ready,  and  exact  means  for 

shown  the  great  ditferenoe  to  health  fh>m  appreciating  the  quality  and  real  value  of 

their  respective  use,  infere  that  the  con-  milk,  and  that  he  has  found  such  means  in 

sumption    of   milk  is  a  subject  of   great  an  instrument  of  his  invention,  which  he 

hygienic    interest,    especially   in    populous  calls  a  lactoseopt.     Most  of  the  milk  sold 

ci^,  and  inquires  if  it  be  possibloi  to  in-  in  Paris  comes  from  within  a  circle  ten  or 

crmn  the  consnmption,  and    amend    the  fifteen  leagues  only  from  the  centre,  and  is 

qualities    of    this    taluable    aliment,    and  purchased  of  the  farmera  at  30  cents  the 

nereby  to  render  a  signal  benefit  to  public  two  litres,  sold  to  dealers  in  the  capital  at 

health.  40  or  50  cents,  and  by  them  to  the  con- 

— — sumer  at  50  to  70  cents — ^the  price  vanring 

PARIS  MILK.  according  to  the  quality,  the  extent  of  dilu- 

— —  tion,    and    the    neighbourhood.       Certain 

Spsakino  of  the  milk  in  Pu^,  and  espe*  wholesale  dealen  sell  from  4000  to  5000 

eially  the  supply  to  the  hospitals,  M.  Donn^  litres  a  day.     Tlie  difficulty  of  preserving 

•aya,  **  the  stats  of  the  milk  in  the  hoapitals,  and  carrying  milk  \a  an  t^.fK3u^\A  vk^  ^SR»^ 

as  to  its  alimentary  qualities^  ii  truly  de-  dimlnu^tm  ^  ^ptice  >^'Q^.  m^^^.  "Vi^  ^Scs^skda^ 
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by  bringing  it  from  greater  distances.     The         ''  Whatever  doubts  may  be  entertained  bm 

most  simple,  sure,  and  economical  method  to  the  ill  effects  of  alum  on  the  healthy  sto- 

is  by  an  apparatus  consisting  of  two  concen-  mach,  none  can  exist  as  to  its  injurious  ef> 

trie  cylinders,  the  inner  one  containing  ice,  fects  in  cases  of  dyspepsia.     Bread  which 

and  the  outer,  of  double  the  capacity,  con-  contains  alum  is  objectionable,  not  merely 

taining  the  milk ;   both  communicate  with  on  account  of  this  salt,  bat  because  it  is 

the  exterior  by  means   of  stopcocks,  and  generally  made  from  inferior  flour,  which, 

convenient  openings  for  supply.     The  whole  when    mixed  with   yeast  and   water,    and 

apparatus,  made  of  tin,  is  contained  in  a  formed  into  dough,  quickly  passea  through 

wooden  case.     With  this  precaution,  milk  the  stage  of  vinous  fermentation,  and  be- 

may  be  kept  fifteen  days  through  all  states  comes  add.'' — Pharmaceutical  Journal, 

of  temperature,  atmospheric  and  electrical 


variations. — Gazette  Medicate, 


THE  SALE   OF  ALUM  TO  BAKERS. 


PATHOLOGICAL  STUDIES  ON 
MENSTRUATION. 

By  Dr.  A.  Raciborski.    Part  II. 


On  examining  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  it  Academy  of  Science,  July  34. 

appears  that  chemists  and  druggists  are  not 

liable  to  a  fine  for  selling  alum  to  bakers.  The  following  are  the  conclusions  drawn  by 

although  bakers  are  subject  to  penalties  and  the  author  in  this  memoir : — 
imprisonment  for  using  it  in  the  manufac-        We  believe  that  we  have  shewn  in  this 

ture  of  bread,  or  even  having  it  on  their  part  of  our  memoir — Ist.  That  the  course 

premises.     The  law  on  this  subject  is  parti-  followed   by  the  Graafian  follicles   during 

cularly  stringent  on  the  bakers,  who  are  their  progressive  development  in  women, 

liable  to  have  their  premises  searched  in  exactly  resembles  that  which  they  follow  in 

case  of  any  suspicion  arising,  and  are  prohi-  other  mammiferae,  as  we  may  easily  assure 

bited,  under  severe  penalties,  from  offering  ourselves,  especially  by  examining  the  ova- 

any  resistance  to  such  search.     Nevertheless  ries  of  the  sow. 

the  law  is  inoperative,  as  bakers'  bread  is        2d.  The  rutting  seasons  offer  the  greatest 

seldom  if  ever  free  from  alum.     We  have  analogy,   anatomically   considered,    to  the 

been  informed  by  some  of  the  trade  that  it  menstrual  periods.    Both  are  coincident  with 

is  absolutely  neceteary  in  the  quartern  and  the  highest  degree  of  development  of  cme  or 

half-quartern  loaves,  which  would  otherwise  more  follicles,  and  terminate  by  their  mp- 

adhere  together  on  being  withdrawn  from  ture,  and  the  expulsion  of  the  ovum,  or  of  a 

the  oven,  instead  of  separating  with  facility,  true  foetation.      They  have  also  in  common 

which  is  generally  the  case.      In  cottage-  a  greater  or  less  congestion  of  the  uterus, 

loaves,  and  other  fancy-bread,   the  bakers  vagina,  and  external  organs, 
admit  that  alum  is  not  so  necessary,  and  its        3d.  The  menstrual  periods,  like  those  of 

use,  in  these  cases,  is  much  less  frequent.  rutting,  are  closely  connected  with  the  repro- 

Various  contrivances  are  adopted  to  evade  duction  of  the  species, 
the  law.     Alum  is  called  by  bakers  "«/t(^,"         4th.    The  organs  described  by  authors 

or  *'  the  doctor,**     It  is  usually  bought  by  under  the  name  of  corpora  hstea,  or  glan- 

the  master,  who  deposits  the  proper  quan-  dular  bodies,  are  nothing  but  liie  follicles  of 

tity  for  each  batch  in  some  comer  of  the  Graaf,  in  a  stage  of  development  more  or  less 

premises,  where  the  foreman  finds  it  at  the  advanced. 

proper  time.  In  some  houses  the  master  is  5th.  The  tumefaction  of  the  Grraafian  fblli- 
subject  to  a  fine  in  case  of  his  neglecting  to  cles,  and  their  elevation  on  the  surface  of 
provide  *'  the  doctor ;"  which  fine  is  the  the  ovaries,  seems  to  be  an  indispensable 
perquisite  of  his  journeymen.  By  these  and  condition  for  fecundation  of  the  ova. 
other  precautionary  regulations,  the  incon-  6th.  The  orgasm  acoompanjring  coitfon 
venienoe  of  detection  is  avoided  ;  and  al-  may  of  itsdf  suffice  to  produce  this  state  of 
though  every  person  knows  that  alum  is  the  follicles,  without  its  having  been  pre- 
always  used,  no  one  is  in  possession  of  posi-  viously  prepared  by  the  instinctive  impulses 
tive  evidence  of  the  fact,  and  all  parties  of  nature :  only,  as  in  that  case  this  state 
concerned  keep  their  own  oounsel,  being  and  disposition  of  the  follicles  is  not  corn- 
bound  by  that  kind  of  "  honour"  which  pleted  till  a  longer  or  shorter  time  after 
prevails  ''  among  thieves."  The  masters  coition,  conception  is  thereby  retarded,  and 
are  interested  in  using  "  the  doctor,"  be-  is  moreover,  far  less  certain  than  when  con- 
cause  they  can  by  this  means  improve  the  nection  has  taken  place  while  the  follicles 
appearance  of  an  inferior  flour ;  and  the  men  were  already  swollen  and  prominent,  as  they 
are  equally  interested  in  the  matter,  as  the  are  at  the  ratting  season,  and  at  the  approach 
bread  is  made  with  less  troitble.  The  par-  of  the  menstHial  period, 
ties  aggrieved  by  this  practice  are  those  who  7th.  That,  as  regards  the  fiusulty  of  repro- 
consume  tbe  bread.  Dr.  Pereira,  in  his  duction,  woman  seems  to  occupy  a  place 
TreatiBc  on  Food  and  Diet,  observes —  intenn«^\e\M^«ea  Cemalfi  animals  which 
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have  iwMOM  of  heat  or«ittuij.  and  those  PILULA  PERRI  COMPOSITA. 

which  are   always    capable   of  fecundation 
from  the  mere  orgasm  excited  by  coition, 

without  other  preparation  on  the  part  of  Sbvibral    methods  were    proposed    some 

natare.     Their  nature,  however,  approaches  ^™c  ^^fS^t  by  members  of  the  society,  for 

more  nearly  to  that  of  the  former  class,  our  preparing  this  pill  in  such  a  manner  as  to 

statistical    researches    having  informed  us  pre^rve  the  carbonate   of  iron  undecom- 

that  of  100  women,  six  or  seven  at  the  most  posed,  and  to  insure  the  uniform  consistence 

become  pr^nant  after  sexual  intercourse  at  of  the  mass.      Some  of  the  plans  recom- 

a  distance  from  the  menstrual  period ;  while  mended  were,  to  a  certain  extent,  deviations 

in  most  women  conception  dates  evidently  from  the  formula  of  the  College.     We  have 

from  such  intercourse  at  the  moment  of  the  found,  as  the  result  of  experiment,  that  the 

catamenial  evacuation  (He  /),  or  some  days  mass  can  be  made  according  to  the  diree- 

before  or  after  the  meqstrual  period.  tions  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  free  from 

any  of    the  objections    which   have    been 
pointed  out,  by  an  attention  to  the  followimr 

PAINLESSNESS  OF  A  MORTAL  ^ticulars  :- 

WOUND.  Dissolve    the   sulphate    of   iron,    finely 

—  powdered,  in  the  treacle,  with  a  moderate 

Great  wounds  stupify  the  nervous  system,  **^*1 ""?  ^^  *J?®  carbonate  of  soda,  stirring 

and  there  is  no  pain,  from  the  impossibility  f?nf^*n"y  untd  the  effervescence  has  en- 

of  reaction.     Nature  is  then  without  force,  ^^^^^  J?*^*^.?*!  ***®  mixture  has  become 

art  without  power,  and  the  surgeon  without  *^* '  then  add  the  myrrh  gradually,  and  in- 

hope.     Here  is  an  instance.     In  1812  a  re-  ^^T^^^^  the  mass.     As  a  httle  evaporation 

giment  was  marching  along  the  sea-shore  of  ^^^"^  P****  •'„  ^^^  commencement  of  the 

Catalonia  :  being  covered  by  a  slight  fog,  it  P»'o<^»  »  ^^^^}  ".ce«»  of  t««pJe  ^  requisite 

faced  the  English  gun-boats,   which  were  ^  '"PP'^  the  deficiency.     This  mass  retains 

lying  off  the  coast.      On  a  sudden  a  wind  »*«  colour  and  consistence  remarkably  well, 

sprung  up.  the  fog  dispersed,  and  the  ene-  ^P^ormaceuttcal  Journal. 

my*s  gun-boats  immediately  poured  a  very  

brisk  tire  upon  our  soldiers,  but  so  badly      ON  COLLECTING  AND  PRESERV- 
aimed  that  but  few  were  wounded.     Never-  ing  ROOTS  FOR  MEDICINAL 

theless,  a  ball,  makmg  a  ricochet,  struck  a  pttpphqfq 

soldier  obliquely,  and  completely  opened  his  n-rusisa. 

abdomen.     The  skin  and  muscles  were  car-  ,  .   ~~~"      ,  ,     .     « 

ricd  away  with  astonishing  precision  ;  but  L^  a  communi^tion  recently  made  by  Dr. 

this  enormous  wound  had   apparently  not  "oV^ton    to   the    Royal  Medico -Botanical 

touched  the  abdominal  viscera,  which  were  ^'^^^  on  the  above  subject,  he  states,  that 

escaping  in  every  direction.    There  was  not  "J^  T^,*^  ^^°"J?  ^  **^«"  "P  *^  ^*»«  '*T  '^** 

the   shadow  of  hiemorrhage.      I  had  the  ^^^'^  ^^^^*  ^'^*  "^  ^^^l  ^?«"  ^^'^'""^  1'^** 

wounded  man  transported  to  a  neighbouring  '*»f  Pr^P**"  "^c^tions  of  the  plant.      This 

village,  called  Tor  d'en  Barre.      He  wi^  ^"^®   *»°!  "^^  exception  ;   it  applies  to  the 

pUuxd  on  the  ground,  with  his  head  on  his  V^^  ^^  *^^'  ^?™^f '   ^'^*'''   rootstocks, 

km^nack,  and  the  wound  was  merely  co-  \'"*^''  oormi,  and  tubers,  and  it  includes 

▼ered  with  linen.     Some  compassionate  sol-  ^^^  cunous  pUnt,  colchicum,  whose  flowers 

dien  came  to  give  him  brandy,  to  help  him  only  appear  in  the  autumn,  and  its  leaves 

to  die.  aoooiding  to  tiieir  expression ;  and  ^^  ^*'  *^®  following  spnng  and  summer. 

he  swallowed  It  very  well.      Ten  times.  Biennial  roots  must  be  taken  up  in  the  first 

twenty  timet.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  in  pain,  V*^  °^.  ^^r"  duration ;   as,  when  the  leaves 

and  he  always  answered  with  a  weak  but  ^5?^  ^"  ***«  ,»^"*^  year,  their  roots  are 

dear  voioe.  that  he  was  quite  free  from  pain.  S'^^''  decaywl,  or  merely  dry  woody  fibre. 

though  he  taw  that  certain  death  awaited  ^^  intended  to  be  preserved  should  be 

him.     He  died,  or  rather,  he  was  quenched,  ^"^d  as  soon  as  possible  after  they  have 

at  eight  in  the  evening,  having  been  wounded  H^"  **"K  "P ;  the  large  tree  roots,  especially 

by  the  baU  at  seven  in  the  morning.    We  see  *^«  '"?"  J^^'  ^^J^^^^!^  *^®*'  *^°'"''® 

that  pam  is  not  in  proportion  to  the  great-  ^^  "*"  ^^^^  shced.— /did. 

nets  of  the  hurt;  and  one  might  say  that 

nature  employs  this  mean  only  with  the         DR.  TODD'S  CYCLOPAEDIA  OF 
hope,  more  or  lets  foanded.  of  subduing  the  ANATOMY,  Part  XXV. 

disease ;  otherwise  what  would  be  the  ad-  

vantage  of  it  ?    It  it  moral  pain  alone  which         tv,  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
remamt  to  the  hut  breath  of  life.—R.  P.  in  q,„ 

tht  GmzetU liidicMie.  ^     ^^^*    ...  .    ,    .^, 

^^_^  Will  you  oblige  me,  and,  doubtless,  many 

other    puTchaaeT%   ot   \.\aA   CrjAo^m^^K   01 
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Anatomy,  by  asking  the  Editor,  Dr.  Todd, 
what  he  is  about  ?     On  the  cover  of  Part 

XXIV.  was  an  announcement  that    Part 

XXV.  would  be  published  in  October, — 
and  where  is  it  ? — I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jambs  Douglas. 
Glasgow,  July  27, 1813. 

ON  THE 

SENSIBILITY     OF     THE     GLOTTIS 

AFTER  THE  PERFORMANCE  OF 

TRACHEOTOMY, 

WITH  TBB  DESCRIPTION  OP  A  NBW 
INSTRUMENT. 


7\)  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 
Will  you  allow  me  through  your  journal  to 
call   the  attention    of    Mr.    Erichsen    to 
a  little  circumstance  of  which  he  appears 
either  ignorant  or  forgetful  ? 

It  is  this :  that  six  years  ago,  M.  Magendie, 
of  Paris,  proved  the  relative  sensibility  of 
the  larynx,  glottis,  and  of  the  bronchial 
extremity  of  the  trachea,  by  performing, 
nUrabile  dietu,  the  very  same  experiment  as 
Mr.  Erichsen  has  done  on  these  parts  in  the 
same  animal,  the  dog,  and  with  the  same 
instrument,  a  probe !  And  may  I  ask  Mr. 
Erichsen  if  he  ever  read  Will.  Shake- 
peare's  '*  Much  Ado,"  &c.  ? 

Magendie's  experiment  is  given  in  the 
Lancet  for  36-37,  VoL  2,  p.  505. 
I  am,  sir,  your  reader, 

E. 

University  OtUege, 
July  15, 1843. 

BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Neurypnolog^ ;  or,  the  Rationale  of  Ner- 
vous Sleep,  considered  in  relation  with  Ani- 
mal Magnetism.  Illustrated  by  numerous 
cases.     By  James  Braid,  M.R.C.S.E.  &o. 

Some  Account  of  the  African  Remittent 
Fever,  which  occurred  on  board  Her  Majesty's 
Steam  Ship  Wilberforce,  in  the  River  Niger, 
and  whilst  engaged  on  service  on  the  Western 
Coast  of  AMca ;  oomprisiBg  an  inquiry  into 
the  Cause  of  Disease  in  Tropical  Climates. 
By  Morris  Pritchett,  M.D.  &e.  &c.  &c. 

Report  upon  the  Phenomena  of  Clair- 
voyance, or  Lucid  Somnambulism  (from  per- 
sonal observation) ;  with  Addidonal  Re- 
marks.    By  Edwin  Lee,  Esq.  &c.  &c. 

Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
Bart,  on  the  Responsibility  of  Monomaniacs 
for  the  Crime  of  Murder.  By  James  Stark, 
M.D.  F.R.S.E.  Feflow  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians  in  Edinburgh. 

Twenty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  Di- 
recton  of  the  Dundee  Royal  Asylum  for 
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ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  ADMITTED  MEMBERS. 

Monday,  July  31,  1843. 

T.  B.  Oldfleld.— W.  H.  Rogers.— J.  Topham.— 

R.  Hodges.^M.  J.  Rowe.— W.  J.  Lomax.—H.  B. 

Davies.— B.  J.  Webb.— W.  Leshlcy.- A.  O.  Mont- 

yMPery.— T.  R.  Kvans.— T.  Nicholas. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of   deaths   from  all 

causes  registered  in    the    week    ending 

Saturday,  July  29,  1843. 

Small  Pox 5 

Measles   37 

Scarlatina  32 

Hooping  Cough  28 

Croup  5 

Thrush    ..,., S 

Diarrhcea    18 

Dysentery  1 

Cholera    3 

Influenza I 

Ague 0 

Remittent  Fever o 

Typhus    M 

Bi7sipelas a 

Syphilis  1 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  o(  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  118 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

RespiratioD    ao7 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels 17 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  oi  Digestton    70 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c I 

Childbed 8 

Paramenia 0 

Ovarian  Dropsy  o 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 4 

Arthritis i 

Rheumatism 3 

Diseases  of  Joints,  fcc 8 

Carbuncle o 

Phlegmon  o 

Ulcer   0 

Fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c O 

Dropsy,    Csneer,  and  other   Diseases   of 

Uncertain  Seat 109 

Old  Age  or  Nstural  Decay 48 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lutempe- 

rsBoe   IS 

Causes  not  specified  1 

Deaths  flrom  all  Causes 749 
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Auinut\%^,  ,THBaMOMrrBa. 

Wednesday 

Thursday  . 


Friday.  .  . 
Saturday  . 
Sunday  .  . 
Monday  .  . 
Tuesday    . 


9 
3 
4 
5 
9 
7 
8 


from  4BtoflS 

fti  69 

67  65 

61  69 

63  68 

46  67 

69  76 


AAROMarRa. 

9r76  to  99-61 
Stat. 


39*65 
39-60 
39-73 
39*88 

80-01 
80*13 


39*68 

39*79 
39*97 
80*18 
80*11 


Wind  S.  and  S.W.  except  on  the  16th,  when  it 

u  W.  by  N. 

The  3d,  generally  cloudy  aud  showery  till  the 
evening;  8d,  showery  till  the  evening,  much 
thunder  during  the  day ;  4th,  momiog  and  after- 
noon very  sbowerv,  thunder  and  liglnning  fhmi 
3  to  4,  p.  sf .  evening  clear ;  5tlv  momii^  and 
evening  clear.rainsbout  noon  :6th,general]ydear. 
rain  during  the  previous  night ;  Tth^  momfng  and 
evenimr  dear,  dondy  noon  and  afternoon }  8lh» 
generaUy  clear  till  the  evsniAg. 

Rain  fallen,  1  inch  and  '9W  of  an  inch. \ 

Wilson  &  Oqilvy,  67>  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  ^®  ^^  ^^^  inflamed;  there,  also,  after 

flnpporation,  we  find  the  purest  pus,  and  as 
OM  THB  we  trace  the  vessels  from  this  part  either 

THEORY   AND  PRACTICE   OF      r^'^^^L.Trr.^^.^Jjn^iwS 
MIDWIFERY,  and  having  more  and  more  of  the  coagolated 

parts  of  the  blood  in  it.    As  these  appear- 

Delivered  in  the  Theatre  qf  Si.  Georgt^e       ances  are  only  to  be  seen  in  dead  bodies, 

Hoepiial,  thej  cannot  be  described  bat  from  thence ; 

bat  it  ii  so  common  a  case,  that  I  have 

By  Robert  Lev,  M.P.  F.R.S.  hardly  ever  seen  an  instance  of  suppuration 

,^^^  in  any  part  fiimished  with  large  veins,  where 

the  appearances  are  not  evidoit  after  death. 
Lecture  XXXIX.  I  have  fbund  them  in  the  bodies  of  those 

On  InflammatUm  ef  the  Verne  and  Aheor.  7*^°J^^^  ^^  from  amputation,  compound 
be^Veeeele  qfthe  Uterue  in  PMtrperal  ^nictorcs,  and  mortificatira."  These  dr- 
Women  cumstances  led  Mr.  Hunter  to  suspect  that 

'  the  fatal  effects   sometimes  succeeding  to 

Invlammation  of  the  venous  system  was    venesection,  which  had  usually  been  attri* 
first  described  by  Mr.  Hunter,  in  the  Tkans-    bated  to  injuries  of  tendons  and  nerves, 
actions  of  a  Sooety  for  the  Improvement  of    depended  on  inflammation  of  the  internal 
Medical  and  Chimrgical  Knowledge,  in  1 793.    coats  of  the  veins.     He  observed  similar 
'*  I  have  fSoond,*' he  observes,  <*  in  all  violent    appearances  in  the  veins  of  the  arm  after 
inflammationt   of  the  cellular  membrane,    bleeding;  and  he  states  that  in  many  cases  the 
whether  spontmeoUs  or  in  consequence  of    inflammation  and  suppuration  are  not  con- 
aoddenl,  as  in  compound  firactures,  or  of    fined  to  the  part,  from  the  adhesion  not 
surgical  operations,  as  in  the  removal  of  an    having  taken  place,  and  that  an  abscess  is 
extremity,  that  the  coats  of  the  larger  vdns    frequently  formed  which  occupies  a  conside- 
passing  throng  the  inflamed  part  become    rable  length  of  the  vein,  both  between  the 
also  Gonsidenbly  inflamed,  and  that  their    wound  and  the  heart,  and  between  the  wound 
inner  torfiice  takca  on  the  adhesive,  suppu-    and  the  extreme  parts."    Upon  examining 
rative,  and  uloerative  inflammation.    I  have    the  arm  of  a  man  who  died  in  St.  George's 
ficmBd  in  maoy  places  of  the  veins  adhesions,    Hospital,  Mr.  Hunter  found  the  veins,  both 
in  others  matter,  and  in  others  ulceration,    above  and  below  the  orifice,  in  many  places 
Under  soch  drcomstances  the  veins  would    united  by  the  adhesive  inflammation.     He 
have  ahscessns  formed  in  them,  if  the  mat-    also  found  in  many  parts  of  the  veins  that 
ter  did  not  find  in  many  cases  an  easy  pas-    suppuration  had  begun  as  on  inflamed  sur- 
aage  to  the  heart,  along  with  the  circulating    fiioes,  but  had  not  arrived  at  ulceration,  and 
blood,  so  as  to  prevent  the  accumulation  St    in  several  other  places  ulceration  had  taken 
the  pas ;  bat  this  ready  passage  of  the  matter    place,  so  as  to  have  destroyed  that  surface 
into  the  common  drcnlation  does  not  always    next  the  skin,  and  a  circumscribed  abscess 
happen.     It  is  in  some  cases  prevented  by    was  formed.    The  vdns  near  to  the  axilla 
the  adhedve  inflammation  taking  place  in    had  taken  on  suppuration,  beyond  which 
the  vein  between  the  place  of  suppuration    adhenon  had  not   formed,  and  thus  had 
and  the  heart,  so  that  an  abscess  is  formed,    given  a  free  passage  for  the  matter  into  the 
as  will  be  ftirther  observed  i  where  the  in-    drcnlation,  of  whidi,  most  probably,    the 
flammatioo  is  most  violent,  there  we  find    patient  died.     '*  Many  hiOCMft^'  >ca  w:|^> 

820.— XXXII.  *^  K 
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die     of    this     disease,    but    what    is    the  Women,  published  by  Dr.  John  Clarke  in 
peculiar     circumstaDce      which      occasions  1793,  he  observes  that, '*  upon  cutting  into 
their  death  I  have  not  been  able  to  deter-  the  substance  of  the  uterus,  pus  ia  often 
mine ;  it  may  either  be  that  the  inflamma'  found,  which,  in  all  the  cases  I  have  met 
tion  extends  itself  to  the  heart,  or  that  the  with,  is  situated  in  the  large  veins  of  the 
matter  secreted  from  the  inside  of  the  vein  part."     In  dissecting  the  body  of  a  woman 
passes  along  the  tubes  in  considerable  quan-  who  died  several  weeks  after  delivery,  Mr. 
tity  to  the  heart,  and  mixes  with  the  blood.  Wilson  found  the  uterine  veins  thickened 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  exposure  of  and  partially  obliterated ;   the  iliac,  emul- 
cavities  of  the  larger  veins,  in  cases  of  acci-  gent,   and    spermatic  veins,  exhibited    the 
dents  and  also  of  operations,  is  often  the  usual  effects  produced  by  inflammation ;  the 
cause  of  many  of  the  extensive  inflamma-  coats  of  the  vena  cava  were  thickened  and 
tions  which  sometimes  attend  these  cases,  adherent  to  the  surrounding  parts,  and  the 
and,  indeed,  may  be  the  reason  why  inflam-  vessel,  which  was  contracted  below  the  en- 
mations  extend  or  spread  at  all  beyond  the  trance  of  the  hepatic,  contained  about  ^iv.  of 
sphere  of  continued  sympathy."     It  does  pus.     Mr.  Wilson  met  with  similar  appear- 
not  appear  that  Mr.  Hunter  was  aware  of  ances  in  the  bodies  of  two  women  who  died 
the  resemblance  which  exists   between  the  soon  after  parturition,  and  the  uterine  veins 
part  of  the  uterus  where  the  placenta  ad-  also  contained  pus.     These  facts  were  stated 
hered,  and  an  amputated  or  wounded  limb,  in  the  third  volume  of  the  same  work  in 
and  their  liability  to  the  same  diseases,  and  which  Mr.  Hunter's  paper  appeared  in  1793. 
that  he  had  ever  observed  inflammation  of  In  1797 f  the  attention  of  pathologists  being 
the  uterine  veins  in  puerperal  women.     It  is  now  directed  to  the  subject,  Meckel  commu- 
singular  that  this  important  variety  of  ute-  nicated  to  Sasse  the  history  of  a  case  of 
fine  inflammation  should  have  altogether  puerperal  fever,  in  which  he  found,  on  dis- 
escaped  his  notice,  considering  the  accuracy  section,  "  all  the  veins  which  snrroond  the 
of  the  description  which  he  has  given  of  puer-  uterus,  the  hypogastric  trunks,  and  the  vena 
peralperitonitis,  and  the  correct  opinion  he  had  cava,  enlarged  in  volume;  the  place  where 
formed  respecting  its  nature.     **  Theperito-  the  placenta  had  adhered  was  distinguished 
neum,"  he  says,  "  is  more  subject  to  spon-  by  a  fungous  mass.  The  veins,  whose  exterior 
taneous  inflammation  than  most  membranes,  appearance  had  arrested  the  attention,  were 
but  not  so  much  so  as  the  pleura.     The  examined  with  care;  they   were   separated 
symptoms  are  great  pain,  and  soreness  upon  from  the  surrounding  cellular  substance,  and 
pressure,   fever  much    higher  than   in  an  in  this  state  the  whole  system  of  uterine  and 
affection  of  a  common  part ;  the  disease  also  spermatic  veins  presented  an  extraordinary 
nms  much  quicker  through  its  stages;  it  augmentation  of  the  calibre  of  the  vessels 
has  been  often  taken  for  a  fever,  and  the  and  thickness  of  their  coats ;  when  opened, 
pain,  &c.  looked  on  only  as  a  symptom ;  there  escaped  from  them  a  true  purulent 
in  some  cases  a  diarrhoea  comes  on,  and  at  fluid.     The  vena  cava,  where  the  right  renal 
others  costiveness  :  both  these,  I  am  inclined  vein  entered,  presented  a  resisting  tumefac- 
to  think,  may  be  set  down  as  sympathetic  lion,  and  when  opened,  its  coats  vrere  double 
affections.      It  is  diflScult  to  say  at  first  the  natural  thickness,  and  'the  cavity  was 
whether  it  is  simple  inflammation  or  erysi-  filled  with  pus,  and  a  polypus  formed  of 
pelatous;  if  it  is  the  latter,  the  pulse  will  soon  pseudo- membranous  and  purifbrm  concre- 
sink,  although  at  first  it  might  have  been  tions.     **  Many  circumstances/' Meckel  ob- 
otherwise,  from  nature  having  been  roused  serves,   "might  contribute   to   render  the 
at  the  first  consciousness  of  disease  attacking  disease  mortal;    but  is  it   not   fair,''   he 
so  important  a  part.  In  simple  inflammation  inquires,   "to  attribute  the  occurrence  of 
of  the  peritoneum  I  need  say  nothing  of  the  the  fatal   termination  of  the  case  to   the 
importance  of  early  and  plentiful  bleeding  ;  profound   lesion   of  the  veins  ?"     Uterine 
in    the  erysipelatous,    some    consideration  phlebitis,  from  this  period  till  1820,  ap- 
must  be  had ;  as  on  the  one  hand,  this  species  pears  to  have   almost  completely  escaped 
of  inflammation  sinks  the  patient,  and  on  observation,  when  it  was  thus  described  by 
the  other,  death  must  be  the  consequence  of  Dr.  Bums :  **  Pus  is  often  contained  in  the 
suppuration.     If  we  were  confident  of  its  ovaria  and  tubes,  and  sinuses  of  the  uterus : 
being  erysipelatous,  how  far  bleeding  lessens  he  says,  mortification  is  an  extremely  rare 
erysipelas  I  do  not  know;   peritoneal  in-  termination.    This  is  a  fact  of  which  my 
flammation  happens  a  few  dayt  qfter  child-  dissections  convince  me,  and  it  is  further 
birth t  which  hag    been  called  puerperal  confirmed  by  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Clarke. 
fever ;    the  fever  it  only  a  sympathetic  littie  or  no  serous  effusion  takes  place  into 
qfeciion,  in  consequence  of  the  inflammation  the  abdomen.     In  some  cases  the  veins  par- 
^  the  peritoneum^  although  this  last  has  ticipate  very  extensively  m  the  disease,  and 
been  thought  only  a  symptom  qf  fever.**  become  inflamed  to  a  great  distance.     Thus 
In  a  volume  of  Essays  on  the  Management  inflammation  may  spread  to  the  heart  or 
of  Pregaancj  and  Labour,  and  on  £e  In-  liver,  or  down  along  the  veins  of  one  or  both 
jf/iiDin/ito/jaiKf  febrile  Diseases  of  Lying-\n  tMghs.    This  is  attended  with  grMi  and 
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debUitating  fever,  and  much  pain  in  the  seen  slightly  distended  with  gas,  but  there 
coarse  of  the  affected  yeins,  which,  after  was  no  trace  of  inflammation  on  any  part 
death,  are  found  inflamed,  thickened,  or  of  their  peritoneal  surface,  and  no  fluid 
filled  with  pus.  The  treatment  of  this  com-  effused  into  the  sac  of  the  peritoneum.  On 
plication  mnst  be  conducted  on  the  anti-  turning  aside  the  intestines,  the  left  sper- 
phlogistic  plan,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  matic  vein,  from  the  uterus  to  its  junction 
nature  of  the  disease  will  call  for  early  atten-  with  the  left  emulgent  vein,  was  seen  dis- 
tion  to  local  pain  attended  with  fever."  In  tended  to  nearly  the  size  of  the  vena  cava 
1825,  Ribes  described  a  fatal  case  of  puer-  itself.  The  cellular  membrane  surrounding 
peral  peritonitis  in  whbh  the  abdominal  it  was  highly  yascular,  and  adhered  closely 
veins  were  filled  with  a  sanious  pus,  and  it  to  its  external  surface.  On  laying  open  the 
was  the  presence  of  this  purulent  fluid  in  vein,  a  dark-coloured  firm  coa^^um  of 
the  veins,  he  thought,  which  rendered  the  blood  filled  it  throughout  its  whole  course, 
diseases  of  the  uterus,  in  puerperal  women,  but  it  did  not  adhere  to  its  internal  surface, 
so  rapidly  fatal.  In  1826,  M.  Louis  ob-  except  near  its  termination,  where  it  was 
served  a  fatal  case  of  uterine  phlebitis ;  and  lined  with  a  layer  of  lymph.  The  coats  of 
in  the  same  year  M.  Dance  published  the  the  vein  were  thicker  and  firmer  than  usual, 
histories  of  several  cases,  in  his  Inaugural  and  the  internal  membrane  was  of  a  bright 
Dissertation  at  Paris.  If  you  look  at  this  scarlet  colour,  as  was  that  lining  the  veins  of 
tabular  view  (No.  1)  of  100  cases  of  uterine  the  uterus  near  the  fundus  on  the  left  side, 
inflammation,  you  will  see  that  18  occurred  the  part  to  which  the  placenta  had  been 
between  the  6th  of  March  and  the  middle  of  attached.  The  substance  of  the  uterus  in 
September,  1827,  and  that  in  the  greater  this  situation  was  of  a  dark  livid  colour,  re- 
number of  these  there  was  acute  pain  of  the  markably  soft  in  its  texture,  and  easily  torn 
uterus,  with  strong  febrile  symptoms,  and  with  the  fingers.  The  corresponding  ovary 
that  recovery  gencarally  followed  the  early  and  feUopian  tube  were  also  very  soft,  and 
and  speedy  adoption  of  the  antiphlogistic  of  a  dark  red  colour,  and  shreds  of  coagu- 
treatment.  I  was  induced  to  believe,  from  lable  lymph  adhered  closely  to  their  surface, 
what  I  observed  at  this  period,  that  inflam-  The  left  renal  vein  was  in  the  same  state  as 
mation  of  the  peritoneum,  and  the  disease  the  spermatic,  and  the  substance  of  the  left 
termed  by  authors  puerperal  fever,  child-bed  kidney  was  soft  and  vascular.  The  connec- 
fever,  the  epidemic  disease  of  lying-in  tion  between  the  constitutional  symptoms  in 
women,  were  the  same  affections,  and  that  this  case,  and  the  veins  of  the  uterus,  was 
blood-letting,  mercury,  antimony,  opium,  too  obvious  to  escape  detection, 
and  cathartics,  would  generally  succeed  in  On  the  22d  July,  1828,  I  was  requested 
procuring  relieiF.  But  in  the  month  of  Sep-  by  the  late  Mr.  Baker  to  deliver  Ann 
tember  of  the  same  year,  Case  No.  19  Cromer,  a  patient  of  the  St.  James's  Infir- 
occurred,  and  the  symptoms  and  appearances  mary,  who  was  eight  months  pregnant,  and 
on  dissection  completely  overturned  this  had  been  attacked  with  profuse  uterine 
opinion.  On  the  second  day  after  a  natural  haemorrhage  firom  placental  presentation. 
labour,  28th  September,  1827,  and  when  On  the  evening  of  the  following  day  her 
apparently  recovering  favourably,  this  patient  pulse  rose  to  140,  with  headache,  heat  of 
(Somerville)  was  attacked  with  a  severe  rigor,  skin,  and  intolerance  of  light ;  on  that  of  the 
which  was  speedily  followed  by  acute  pain  24  th,  she  had  a  slight  rigor,  and  again  on 
in  the  hypo^utrium  and  loins,  suppression  the  25th  another  exacerbation  of  fever,  the 
of  the  lochia,  nausea,  ui|^nt  thirst,  and  in-  pulse  and  breathing  hurried.  For  some  days 
creased  heat  of  skin.  She  was  soon  delirious  subsequently  she  had  less  fever,  and  without 
and  slightly  comatose,  and  made  no  com-  eveningexacerbations ;  the  pulse  ranged  from 
plaint  when  roused,  but  of  pain  in  the  left  100  to  120.  No  pain  was  felt  on  pressure 
iliac  region.  The  abdomen  was  unusually  of  the  abdomen,  alUiough  some  mischief  was 
distended,  bat  neither  hard  nor  tense,  and  evidently  going  on.  On  the  2d  of  August 
presMire  produced  no  uneasiness,  except  her  breathing  had  again  become  much  op- 
between  the  left  ilium  and  umbilicus.  The  pressed,  with  slight  cough  and  no  expectora- 
utems  was  still  felt  above  the  brim  of  the  tion.  The  next  day  there  was  pain  in  the 
pelvis,  large  and  hard,  and  painful  on  pres-  left  side  of  the  chest,  and^xvj.  of  blood  were 
■are«  The  milk  and  lochia  were  suppn»sed,  drawn  from  the  arm.  On  the  4th  the  pain 
the  eoontenance  pale  and  anxious,  pulse  ISO,  was  relieved,  and  on  the  5th  entirely  re- 
weak,  and  intermitting.  On  the  22d  the  moved,  but  the  pulse  was  120,  the  skin  hot 
•tapor  continued  to  increase,  the  abdomen  and  dry,  and  there  was  slight  expectoration 
was  more  distended  and  painful,  the  respire-  of  a  foetid  mucus.  On  ^e  6th  there  was 
tion  more  harried  and  laborious,  and  the  less  fever,  she  was  excessively  weak,  the 
poise  es^tremely  quick,  feeble,  and  intermit-  features  were  sharp  and  anxious,  and  the 
ting;.  A  vein  was  opened  in  the  arm  when  breath  was  very  offensive.  On  the  7th  the 
■be  waa  first  attacked,  but  a  tea-cupful  of  expectoration  was  more  free,  thick,  and  pn- 
blood  co«ild  not  be  prooored.  On  examining  rnlent,  and  although  the  linen  of  hex  \»A.^sbA. 
the  body  on  the  234,  the  intestines  were  been  cbanged,  lVv«  \iT\\|\«sa»xv\.  %m^^  nr^s^  w^x. 
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diminished,  and  wag  evidently  caused  by  her  pus,  either  pure  or  mixed  with  blood,  some- 
breath.       Death  took   place  on  the   9th,  times  fluid,  at  other  times  of  the  degree 
eighteen   days  after  delivery.     I  examined  of  consistence  of  an  atheromatous  tumor, 
the  body  with  Mr.  Baker,  when  the  follow-  An  additional  consequence  of  the  presence 
log  appearances  were  observed.     On  open-  of  too  much  pus  in  the  blood  is  the  produc- 
ing the  chest  an  extremely  foetid  odour  issued  tion  of  mflammation  in  different  organs,  and 
from  its  left  cavity,  in  the  lower  part  of  especially  in  the  lungs,  which  runs  rapidly 
which  were  contained   between   three  and  into  suppuration.     It  is  from  this  circum- 
four  pounds  of  a  turbid  serum,  mixed  with  stance  that  the  subjects  of  surgical  opera- 
portions  of  coagulable  lymph.     Superiorly  tions,  and  those  labouring  under  extensive 
the  lung  was  glued  to  the  parieties  of  the  suppurations,   are  frequently    cut    off    by 
chest  by  recent  loose  adhesions ;  inferiorly  peripneumonies,   which,   according    to   thie 
the  pleura  pulmonalis  and   corresponding  observations  of  M.  Cruveilhier,  are  usually 
pleura  costalis  were  covered  with  a  dense  lobular,   that    is,   commencing    at    several 
coating  of  coagulable  lymph.    In  addition  to  points  at  once.     This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the 
this  there  was  on  part  of  the  surface  of  the  mode  in  which  we  must  explain  the  occur- 
inferior  lobe  of  the  lung  a  quantity  of  the  rence  of  metastasis  of  pus,  at  least  in  the 
same  substance  in  a  loose  flaky  form,  on  re-  majority  of  cases."     Mr.  Amott,  to  whom 
moving  which  there  presented  itself  a  por-  I  related  these  cases,  had  adopted  the  same 
tion  of  the  lung  in  a  state  of  complete  gan-  view,  and  had  collected  17  cases  of  phlebitis, 
grene ;    this,  about  the  size  of  a  walnut,  which  all  went  to  prove  that  the  suppura- 
forming  a  black  pulpy-looking  mass  of  very  tions  which  take  place  in  different  viscera 
foetid   odour,    was  contained,    with    some  after  external  injuries  and  surgical  opera- 
dark    coloured   fluid,  in   a    cavity  formed  tions,  do  not  depend  upon  any  shock  com- 
by   its    separation   from   the  sound   lung,  municated  to  the  system,  but  upon  the  pnm- 
On  making  a  section  of  the  parts  passing  lent  matter  formed  in  the  veins  mixing  vritfa 
through  the  gangrenous  slough,  one  half  of  the  blood.     Mr.  Amott  stated  to  me,  at  the 
this  fell  out  of  the  cavity  in  which  it  was  same  time,  that  he  considered  this  to  be  the 
situated,  the  other  remaining  attached  to  the  cause  of  the  suppuration  of  the  eyes,  and  the 
parietes  by  a  few  thread-like  adhesions.  The  painful  swellings  in  the  joints,  sometimes 
cavity  itself  was  lined  by  a  layer  of  coagulable  observed  in  puerperal  women.     But  there 
lymph,  having  the  appearance  of  a  uniform  was  no  pus  in  the  spermatic  vein  in  the  first 
membrane.    On  cutting  into    the   uterus,  case   now  related,  and  I  have  since  seen 
which  was  reduced  as  much  in  size  as  usual  others    where    these    secondary    affections 
at  the  same  period,  a  few  drops    of   pus  occurred    without     inflammation     of    the 
flowed  from  one  of   the   divided   sinuses,  uterine    veins    or   absorbents.     The    con- 
which,  being  traced,  I  found  to  communicate  nection     between     inflammation     of     the 
with  an  abscess  in  the  left  ovarium.     I  felt  uterus     and     these     secondary     abscesses 
the  left  spermatic  vein  unusually  large  and  is  undoubted,  but  it  may  be  explained  in 
hard  before  it  was  laid  open,  when  it  was  different  ways,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
found  to  contain  pus,  and  its  coats  were  seen  intimate  part  of  the  process  requires  further 
thickened,  and  its  inner  surface  lined  with  a  investigation.   Whatever  the  mo<fti«o;7era«uft 
layer  of  coagulable  Ijrmph  which  nearly  ob-  may  be,  the  following  cases,  which  occurred 
literated  the  cavity.    These  diseased  changes  soon  afterwards,  established  a  certain  con- 
occupied  the  whole  course  of  the  vein  to  its  nection  between  inflammation  of  the  uterine 
junction  with  the  emulgent,  the  coats  of  veins  and  fever,  inflammation  of  the  lungs 
which  were  also  thickened,  and  the  cavity  and  eyes,  and  painful  swellings  in  the  joints 
lined  with  lymph.    The  cava  was  healthy,  and  extremities  of  puerperal  women.     The 
There  was  no  trace  of  inflammation  in  the  relation  of  these  cases,  and  an  examination 
peritoneum  of  the  uterus,  or  general  perito-  of  the  appearances  presented  by  the  inflamed 
neal  sac.    The  inflamed  state  of  the  spermatic  veins  in  the  preparations  and  drawings  now 
vein  would  here  have  wholly  escaped  detection  upon  the  table,  will  give  you  a  better  idea  of 
had  I  not  observed  the  appearances  described  the  changes  of  structure,  and  the  local  and 
in  the  previous  case.     I  felt  greatly  at  a  loss  constitutional  symptoms  of  uterine  phlebitis, 
to  account  for  the  production  of  so  acute  and  than  a  general  description  of  the  disease, 
destructive  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs  in  Mrs.   Keene,  set.  31,  No.  6,  Draper's 
an  individual  who  had,  previous  to  delivery,  Place,    Euston  Square,  after  a  protracted 
never  suffered  from  any  affection  of  the  chest,  labour  of  three  days,  was  delivered  on  the 
I  was  disposed  to  attribute  the  attack  to  the  14th  July,  1829,  by  artificial  aid,  of  a  still- 
general  shock  communicated  to  the  system  bom  hydrocephalic  child.  Immediately  after 
by  the  operation  of  turning  and  hsmorrhage,  tiie  expulsion  of  the  child,  she  was  seized 
when  I  accidentally  met  with  the  following  with  a  fit  of  the  most  intense  shitmng, 
remark  of  Laennec,  who  gave  a  different  ex-  which  continued  upwards  of  ad  hour,  not- 
planation  of  the  occurrence.    *'It  is  not  withstanding  the  exhibition  of  the    most 
ODcommon  to  find  the  veins  in  the  neigh-  powerfbl  stbrali,  and  the  exhaustion  which 
baurbood  of  a  canceroaa  breast  filled  with  fi^owed  was  alarming.    She  rallied,  how- 
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ever,  and  passed  a  quiet  night.     On  the     and  firmness — more  like  those  of  a  large 
following,  and  two  or  three  subsequent  days,     artery  than  a  vein.     Th^  whole  cavity  was 
the    shivering    fits    returned    at    irregular     contracted;   in  some  parts  occupied  by  a 
periods,  sometimes  in  a  slight  form,  at  others     dark-coloured  fluid,  in  others   quite  obli- 
in  that  of  a  severe  rigor,  followed  by  a  flush    terated  by  adhesions  formed  between  the 
of  heat,   and  partial  or  general  perspira-     surfaces  of  the  membranous  layers  deposited 
tion.     During  this  time  tiie  effects  conse-    within  it.    At  the  termination  of  the  sper- 
quent  to  parturition  proceeded  as  usual.  The    matic  in  the  vena  cava,  its  orifice  was  scarcely 
uterus  slijditly  painful  on  pressure ;  lochia    large  enough  to  admit  a  crow-quilL  Traces  of 
natural  Toowels  open ;   pulse  133  to  140,     in£unmation  extended  beyond  this  orifice, 
and  eztremelyb  feeble.     No  complaint  of  un-     the  vena  cava  being  partially  lined,  from  two 
easiness,  with  the  exception  of  a  troublesome    to  three  inches  above  it,  with  an  adventitious 
cough  and  hoarseness,  with  which  she  has     membrane  strongly  adherent  to  its  coats, 
been  afllicted  during  the  latter  months  of    which  were  at  this  part  double  their  natural 
pregnancy.     On  the  4th  day  from  delivery    thickness.  In  its  passage  upwards  the  inflam- 
the  secretion  of  milk  appeared  for  a  short    mation  had  extended  a  short  distance  into  the 
time,  and  afterwards  receded.    From  this    right  emulgent  vein,  which,  near  its  orificei 
day  to  the  10th,  the  following  were  the    was  coated  with  a  pellicle  of  lymph.     On 
symptoms :  pulse  rapid  ;  skin  universally  of    opening  the  thorax  a  stream  of  air  escaped 
a  dusky  yellow  colour,  and  the  heat  of  sur-     firom  the  right  side ;  the  lungs  were  collapsed, 
face  increased ;  respiration  hurried ;  thirst ;     and  upwards  of  ten  pints  and  a  half  of  red- 
tongue  dry  but  not  furred ;  great  prostra-    coloured  serum  were  found  in  the  sac  of  the 
tion  of  strength,  sallow  and  haggard  counte-     pleura.    The  right  inferior  lobe  was  coated 
nance ;  restless  and  sleepless  nights ;  mental    with  lymph,  and  a  portion  of  the  pleura  on 
faculties    undisturbed.       The    uterus    had    the  anterior  surface  was  destroyed,  and  a 
gradually  subsided,  and  no  pressure,  how-     black  gangrenous  slough  exposed  in  the  sub- 
ever  great,  either  on  it  or  on  the  parts  in    stance  of  the  lung.    The  pulmonary  texture 
its  vicinity,  caused  pain,  except  in  the  right    around  was  condensed,  and  of  a  deep  violet 
iliac  region,  where  some  uneasiness  was  felt ;     or  red  colour.    The  left  inferior  lobe  was 
the  flow  of  lochia  natural ;  bowels  regular,     also  partially  coated  with  a  thin  layer  of 
At  this  period  the  hacking  cough  whidb  had    lymph ;  and  the  pleura,  at  one  point  on  the 
so  long  troubled  her  became  more  frequent,     anterior  sur&ce,  was  elevated  as  if  by  a  hard 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  she  expectorated    globular  substance  underneath.    When  this 
the  ropy  mucus  which  followed  it,  and  which    was  laid  open,  it  appeared  to  consist  of  a 
in  the  day  amounted  to  an  ounce.     From  the     thick  yellow-coloured  cyst  or  capsule,  con- 
11th  day  the  respiration  became  more  short    taining  a  soft  black  matter  like  a  gangrenous 
and  hurried ;   the  pulse  more  rapid  ;   oc-    eschar.    The  substance  of  the  lungs  around 
casional  flushes    of   heat,   thirst,   extreme    was  unusually  dense,  and  of  a  dark  livid 
debility,  diarrhoea.  Pressure  over  the  whole     colour.     The  appearances  of  the  portions  of 
abdomen  gave  no  uneasiness,  nor  was  pain    lung  affected  with  gangrene,  and  of  the  right 
felt  in  any  part  of  the  chest,  though  auscul-     spermatic  vein  and  vena  cava,  now  described, 
tation  plconly  indicated  the  existence  of  dis-     are  well  preserved  in  these  preparations  of 
ease,  particularly  on  the  right  side.    The    these  parts  [exhibiting  them]. 
patient  made  no  complaint  but  of  weakness        By  looking  at  this  preparation  attentively, 
and  tlie  cough.     She  died  exhausted  on  the    you  will  not  only  be  able  to  form  a  clear  idea 
12th.     Dr.  John  Prout,  who  had  carefully    of  the  changes  produced  upon  the  uterine 
observed  the    progress  of   the    symptoms    veins  by  inflammation,  but  of  the  manner  in 
from  the  period  of  delivery,  was  present  with    which  the  disease  originates,  and  the  course 
me  when  I  opened  the  body.    The  uterus    it  usually  pursues,  where  the  placenta  has 
being  removed    from   the  body  for  more    adhered  to  the  superior  part  of  the  uterus, 
minute  examination,  an  incision  was  made    The  veins  in  that  part  of  the  uterus  where 
into  the  right  superior  angle,  to  which  the    the  placenta  had  been  attached,  and  the 
placenta  had  been  attached,  and  here  its     spermatic,  which  had  conveyed  the  blood 
veins  were  discovered    to  be  empty,  and    from  the  placenta  back  to  the  system  of  the 
their  internal  surface  of  a  scarlet  colour,    mother,  are  those  alone  affected,  the  veins  in 
On  tracing  them  towards  the  trunk  of  the    the  lower  part  of  the  uterus,  and  the  trunk  of 
ri^t  tpermatic  vein,  they  were  found  to  con-    the  hypogastric,  being  generally  in  a  perfectly 
taui  a  Mnioos  purulent  fluid,  and  were  con-    bealtiiy  condition.     But  I   will  show  you 
trsfCted  in  their  diameters  and  coated  with    another  preparation  [exhibiting  it]  in  wUch 
false  membranes.    The  veins  of  the  right    the  inflammation  has  run  down  along  the 
ovariam  and  fallopian  tube  were  all  plugged    lining  membrane  of  the  branches  of   the 
up  with  firm  coagula.    The  spermatic  itself    hypogastric  into  the  common  and  external 
was  Uned  throughout  its  whole  extent  with    iUac  and  femoral  veins,  and  upward  along 
dense  membranes  of  a  reddish,  or  of  an  ash-     the  vena  cava  to  the  point  where  the  hepatic 
grey  colour.   Its  coats,  independent  of  these    veins  enter,  and  produced  tlie  same  altwra.-' 
membraneit  were  of  extraordinary  thickness     tions  of  stmctwi^  VlbaX.  "soMVk&x^  %^Vyei^^e«. 
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other  preparation,  vii.  injection  and  eonden* 
ntion  of  the  Dellular  metubrane  in  which  tba 
reins  ncreimbeddnl,  thickeniDK,  indurntioD 
and  contraction  of  thdr  cobIs,  und  the  de)io< 
lition  of  lymph  miied  uith  pns  and  coagnlB 
of  blood  within  their  ovitiea.  Eitennre 
faflammstion  of  the  lungs  had  likewise  taken 
place  in  thia  woman,  aod,  what  is  more  [Are, 
destraction  of  both  eyej  by'riolent  inHam- 
matioa.  The  details  of  thia  caae  bava  been 
ininiitely  relnted  in  ■vol.  15  of  the  Medico- 
Chiruraical  TransBCtioni.  and  many  otbea 
ca»»  of  uterine  |)hlebiti>  In  which  fatal 
infliunBialioo  of  the  longs,  rjea,  pnffjawell. 
in^  aroDod  the  joials,  ulceration  of  the 
articular  cartihig*»  ond  symphyais  pnbi», 
and  taagnae  of  diiTcraut  rorls  of  the  bodj, 
took  plue  in  the  progress  of  the  dtaiaae. 
In  some  cnsce  eitetuive  inflnmnuition  and 
mpporation  took  place  in  the  Teins  nunifj- 
ing  in  the  miucnhir  coat  of  the  nterwa,  and 
4k»th  foUowed  with  manj  of  the  lymp. 
toma  ot  typhus  fcter,  rapid  fcrfile  pulse, 
delirinm,  nerraUA  tremors,  the  tongue  nnd 
teeth  coVered  with  blnck  Bordea,  Tomiting 
and  ^arriioea,  before  llic  intlammation  lisd 
eilended  bejond  the  confines  tif  llie  uleros. 
B;  einminin^  the  tables  of  oil  the  aaet 
-which  hare  occurred  to  me  during  the  Inst 
-fifteen  jeara,  you  will  be  fullj  aware  of  the 
frequency  and  fatality  of  uterine  phlebitis. 

In  tbcae  drawinga  [exbibitinB  them]  you 
liBTo  represented  the  peculiar  beaded  ajipear. 
ance  of  the  ulerine  abiorbenlt  when  tilled 
wHb  pna.  The  aymptoma  are  the  mat  aa 
In  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  TWns  of  the 
Uterus.  The  first  example  of  thia  disease 
occurred  in  St.  George's  Hospital  in  the 
month  of  July  1829,  nod  is  thus  described 
by  Mr.  Cseaar  lU"' "  "      * "  '" 


Awomati,!!!.  30, 


le  patella.  The  remotiU  of  the  bursa 
by  an  operation  wu  followed  by  great  ODn- 
atitutional  disturbance,  and  lahour  came  on 
Iburteen  days  oRer.  Ulerioe  inflammation 
took  pUcc  on  the  second  day  after  dehvery, 
and  death  took  place  on  the  fourth.  Some 
pnriform  lymph  wsi  found  in  the  pcivii,  but 
with  no  increase  of  Tssculatitj  in  the  peri- 
tonmm.  In  the  brood  ligaments  sOmc  duid 
alio  «•■  effoaed,  and  on  each  Bide  nuneroilB 
large  absorbent  vcaseli  were  discovered  pass- 
ing up,  with  the  ipermatic  vessels,  to  the 
raceptacnloiD  chyli,  which  wot  unusually 
.dlitended.  All  these  vessels,  and  the  reur* 
Toir  itself,  wore  qoite  filled  with  fluid  pna ; 
tnit  that  in  the  receptacle  WHS  filled  widi 
:^ph,  BO  ai  to  Iw  more  aolid  ;  the  vetaela 
-ttiemsdves  ware  firmer  and  thicker  than 
unal.  The  thoravic  duct  sbocc  this  part 
was  quite  heoltby.  The  uterus  koi  acu-cely 
contracted,  and  the  interaat  (urfaco  of  tlie 
lower  halt  was  soft  and  ahreddy,  and  in  a 
•tatt  of  rian{b. 
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cASB  OF  THE  SUCCESSFUL  iQg ;  febrile  action ;  and  all  the  ordi- 

REMOVAL    OF    A    DISEASED  "^^ittf^^^^ 

n  V  A  Tj  T  TT  x/r  slowly  yielded  to  blood-letting,  blisters, 

u  V  A  K 1  u  M,  and  internal  remedies.     Her  recoreiy 

0/17  Years'  duration,  in  which  Paraeen-  was  tardy,  but  she  ultimately  regained 

tests  had  been  ten  times  performed,  her  usual  state  of  health,  and  expe- 

Bt  Db  Frederic  Bird  rienced  no  return  of  the  original  &- 

Lecturer  on  Medici  Jiiriiq,nidence  at  the  Wert-  f!f ^^f^?  *^^  Succeeding  serep  yean ; 

minster  Hospital  ;FhyiiciBxi  to  the  Metropo-  towards   the  end    of   which  Ume  she 

litan  Free  Hospital;  and  to  the  West-  married,  but  has  never  borne  children. 

r^Tl"7^*^%^^\s   »  Abdominal   enlargement    again    took 

(For  the  London  Medical  Gazette.)  place,  though  slowly,  and  she  did  not 

—  acquire  her  previous  state  of  distension 
Mrs.  Gelsthorpe,  aged  35,  residing  in  until  two  years  had  elapsed,  when  pa- 
Chelsea,  of  general  healthy  appear-  racentesis  was  performed  by  Mr.  Did^- 
ance,  and  go<3  muscular  development,  inson,  of  Sloane  Street,  on  which  occa- 
the  previous  history  of  whose  case  runs  sion  about  two  and  a  half  gallons  of 
thus : — ^Prior  to  attaining  her  eigh-  fluid  were  removed,  the  secretion  hav- 
teenth  year  she  enjoyed  uninterrupted  ing  assumed  totally  different  physical 
health ;  at  that  a^  menstruation  be-  characters,  being  of  nearly  a  black 
came  established,  its  periodical  recur-  colour,  and  remarkably  viscid.  In  six 
rence  during  the  succeeding  twelve  months  the  operation  was  again  called 
months  marking  intervals  of  not  more  for,  the  evacuated  fluid  being  of  a  daris 
than  a  fortnight.  When  19  years  old  yellow  colour.  In  eighteen  months 
she  was,  after  some  comparatively  she  was  again  tapped ;  again  after  the 
slight  exertion,   attacked  with  acute  lapse  of  twelve  weeks;  and  for  the 

I)am  in  the  right  iliac  region,  which,  tenth  time  on  January  11th,  1843^  after 

astine  for  three  days,  gradually  abated  an  interval  of  seventeen  weeks.    The 

in  violence,  and  in  a  month  she  had  fluid,  removed  on  the  three  last  occa- 

quite  recovered.     Since  that  period,  sions  by  Mr.  Wooley,  of  Brompton, 

however,  she  has  continued  to  expe-  presented  the  same  colourless  state  ob- 

rience  occasional  recurrence  of  the  pain  served  during  the  earlier  periods  of  the 

at  irregular   intervals.      Immediately  disease. 

after  the  subsidence  of  the  acute  pain,  A  few  weeks  prior  to  the  last  opera- 
she  observed  that  the  abdomen  began  tion  of  paracentesis  the  patient  had 
to  increase  in  size,  and  continued  to  do  applied  to  Dr.  Hamilton  Roe,  who  at 
80  durin?  the  following  two  years,  her  once  pronounced  the  disease  ovarian, 
general  health  suffering  but  little  im-  and  believed  that  however  much  the 
pairment,  and  menstruation  being  much  previous  history  might  oppose  the  em- 
more  regularly  performed.  She  then  ployment  of  the  operation  for  extirpa- 
placed  herself  under  the  care  of  Mr.  tion,  yet  that  her  general  health,  and 
Dally,  of  Syson,  Leicestershire,  who,  the  non-malignant  and  probably  uni- 
havin^  allowed  four  months  for  the  locular  character  of  the  tumor,  afforded 
exhibition  of  general  remedies,  re-  considerable  probability  of  success, 
moved  by  paracentesis  abdominis  three  With  this  view  Dr.  Roe  very  kindly  re- 
gallons  of  colourless  fluid.  For  fifteen  ferred  her  to  me,  and  thus  afforded  an 
months  she  experienced  no  re-accumu-  opportunity  for  watching  the  progress 
lation  of  the  nuid ;  but  at  the  expira-  of  the  disease,  and  examining  it  at  its 
tion  of  that  time  abdominal  enlarge-  several  stages  of  development, 
ment  again  presented  itself,  and  in  less  The  increase  in  size  of  the  tumor 
than  three  months  she  had  acquired  since  the  last  tapping  has  been  veiy 
her  former  size.  Paracentesis  was  again  irregular,  weeks  sometimes  having 
performed,  and  repeated  on  three  sub-  elaped  without  any  apparent  increase, 
sequent  occasions,  the  intervalsbetween  whilst  occasionally  a  few  days  have 
the  four  last  tappings  beinff  about  sufficed  for  very  considerable  augmen- 
twelye  months.  Her  recovery  from  the  tation  of  bulk.  This  irregularity  was 
previous  operations  had  been  rapid  and  associated  with,  and  probably  depend- 
complete  ;  but  the  last  was  followed  ent  upon,  tlie  irremilar  performance  of 
by  the  occurrence  of  acute  pain  dif«  menstruation.  She  had  frequent  at- 
fused  over  the  whole  of  the  abdomen,  tacks  of  profuse  menorrhagia,  during 
^eatly  increased  by  pressure ;  vomit-  the  persistence  of  which  no  increase  in 
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size  ever  took  place,  and  it  was  not  operation  of  tapping.     This  impres- 
until  the  use  of  the  secale  comutum  sion,  coupled  with  the  very  favourable 
had  completely  arrested  the  hcemor-  condition  of  the  general  health  of  the 
rhagc,  that  the  cyst  began  to  refill  with  patient,  induced  me  to  acquiesce  in  her 
the  same  quickness  as  on  the  last  occa-  urgent  desire  that  she  might  be  allowed 
sion.      Alx>ut  this  time  pain  on  the  the  chances    of  the   operation;   and 
right  side  of  the  abdomen  frequently  Monday,  June  26th,  was  fixed  for  its 
occurred;  the  pressure  of  the  tumor  performance.     The  onlv  preliminary 
upon  the  bladder  obliged  her  to  pass  treatment  consisted  in  the  withdrawal 
urine  at  very  short  intervals,  and  often  for  a  few  days  of  animal  food,  the  ex- 
with  much  pain ;  her  bowels  were  in-  hibition  of  eight  grains  of  compound 
active,  her  spirits  depressed,  and  she  extract  of  colocynth,  with  five  of  hy- 
was  most  anxious  to  submit  to  any  oscyamus,  on  the  preceding  day,  and 
treatment  that  might  afford  a  proba-  an  enema  of  gruel  two  hours  before 
bilitv  of  relief.  the  operation.     Great  care  was  taken 
The  nature  of  the  operation  for  ex-  to   regulate  the   temperature   of   the 
tirpation  of  the  ovary,  with  all  its  at-  apartment,  which  was  maintained  at 
tendant  dangers,  were  very  strongly  85^,  but  subsequently  lowered  as  con- 
(perhaps  more  so  than  reallv  neces-  valescence  approached, 
sary)  impressed  upon  her ;  and  she  was  June  26th. — In  the  presence  of  Dr. 
informed  that  the  chances  of  success  Hamilton  Roe,  Mr.  B.  Phillips,  Dr. 
were  in  her  case  but  few.    Possessed  of  Andrews,  Mr.  Canlis,  and  Mr.  Brown 
an  unusual  share  of  moral   courage,  of  Chelsea,  the  patient  having  been 
these  objections  availed  nothing,  and  drawn  down  sufficiently  low   in  the 
she  steadily  persisted  in  her  desire  that  bed  to  admit  of  her  lec^  hanging  over 
the    operation  should   be  performed,  its  end,  and  thus  rendering  the  abdo- 
Anxious  to  obtain  the  most  accurate  minal  walls  more  tense,  I  first  made  an 
diagnosis  of  the  case,  I  recjuested  Dr.  exploratory  incision  a  little  below  the 
Hoe  to  again  see  her,  which  he  did,  umbilicus ;  a  few  careful  strokes  of  the 
and  after  a  careful  examination  did  scalpel  quickly  laid  open  the  peritoneal 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  the  opera-  cavity  sufficiently  to  allow  of  the  intro- 
tion.    I  also  solicited  the  opinions  of  duction  of  the  nnger,  which  soon  as- 
roy  friends,  Mr.  B.  Phillips,  Dr.  An-  surcd  me  of  the  non-existence  of  adhe- 
drews,  Dr.  Lever,  and  Mr.  B.  Lucas,  sions  at  that  part.    With  a  bistoury 
all  of  whom  were  so  kind  as  to  assist  the  incision  was  then  enlar^d  to  about 
me  with  their  views  of  the  case.    Mr.  three  and  a  half  or  four  inches ;  the 
Walne  was  also  so  obliging  as  to  fa-  blue  cyst  of  the  tumor  immediately  ad- 
vour  me  with  his  opinion  on  the  pro-  vanced,  closing  up  the  abdominal  open- 
priety  of  performing   the  operation,  ing,  and  thus  preventing  the  entrance 
The  opinions  of  these  gentlemen  ac-  into  that  cavity  of  the  blood  escaping 
corded   in    all    the   more   prominent  from  a  few  divided  vessels.    A  few  mi- 
points,  the  majority  rather  opposing  nutes  were  occupied  in  arresting  the 
than  fiLVOOiing  the  performance  of  an  little  hoemorrhaee,  during  which  it  was 
operation,  partly  from  the  fact  of  the  observed  that  tne  position  of  the  tu- 
patient  having  passed  through  a  long  mor  was  changed  at  each  respiratory 
term  of  years  without  having  suffered  movement  of  the  diaphragm,  affording 
any  permanent  derangement  of  health,  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  absence  of 
and   that  the   intervals  between  the  extensive  adhesions.      The   cyst  was 
tappings  had  been  considerable,  and  next  seized  with  a  pronged  forceps, 
appeared  to  be  increasing ;  and  partly  constructed  to  grasp  without  contusing, 
from  a  belief  in  the  existence  of  peri-  an  incision  made  into  it,   an  elastic 
toneal  adhesions  of  greater  or  less  ex-  tube  introduced,  and  the  greater  por- 
tent.   Although  most  fully  concurring  tion  of  the  fluid  contents  evacuated. 
in  the  degree  of  importance  attaching  At  each  inspiration  the  cyst  became 
to  the  first  of  these  objections,  I  was  protruded,    and   continued  to   escape 
induced   to  believe  it    probable  that  until  retarded  for  a  moment  by  two 
there  did  not  exist  any  extensive  at-    verv  slight  adhesions,  which  separated 
tachments  to  the  peritoneum,  having    witnout  difficulty,  and  the  great  bulk 
had  an  om)ortnnity,  which  these  gen-  of  the  tumor  was   soon  lyin^  on  the 
tlemen  had  not  had,  of  examining  the  outside  of   the    abdomen.     The  left 
abdomen  immediately  after  the  last    hand  was  then  mlTodxxcAsi^V^^'t^^^'^- 
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pose  of  examining  the  pedicle,  which,  27th,  2  a.m.— Vomiting  has  recurred, 

though  thick  from  the  incre«a8ed  de-  but  is  now  restrained  by  the  ice,  whicb 

velopment  of  the  broad  ligament,  was  she  takes  freely ;  has  slept  for  thre< 

Quite  free  from  morbid  attachments  to  hours;  skin  perspiring;  pulse  92. 

tne  viscera  of  the  pelvis.     The  uterus  5  a.m. — Complaining  much  of  pain 

was  drawn  as  hi^h  up  towards  the  in-  at  the  lower  part  of  the  abdooien ;  ^xij 

cision  as  possible,  without  producing  of  high-coloured  turbid  urine  drawi 

pain,  and  a  strong  curved  needle,  fixed  off  by  the  catheter.    On  looking  to  th« 

m  a  handle,  and  carrying  a  very  stout  wound    I    found   that    the    eSbrt   o: 

silken  ligature,  was  passed  through  the  vomiting,  together  with  a  rather  he 

centre  of  the  pedicle,  then  withdrawn,  quent  cough,  had  displaced  one  of  the 

and  the  ligature  tied  on  either  side.    A  sutures,  and  a  large  fold  of  intestine 

third  li&rature  of  equal  strength  was  had  escaped  through,  the  opening  and 

also  made  to  encircle  the  entire  stalk,  was  lying  on  the  al^omen ;  it  presented 

just  below  the  insertion  of  the  other  no  appearance  of  congestion,  and  had 

two.    Much  pain  was  now  complained  certainly  not  been  long  protruded:  some 

of,  and  some  tendency  to  faint :  relief  little  trouble  attended  its   reduction, 

to  the  latter  was  quickly  afforded  by  after  which  two  additional  sutures  were 

pressing  upon  the  lower  part  of,  the  introduced,  and  the  cold  water  dressing 

chest  and  scrobiculus  cordis,  thus  giv-  re-applied. 

ing  to   the  diaphragm  a  substituted  9  a.m.— Cough  troublesome  5  slight 

support  for  the  loss  of  that  previously  pain  about  the  wound ;   pulse  92 ;  is 

aitordcd  by  the   tumor.      The  broad  anxious  for  food. 

li^ment  was  next  divided  by  a  probe-  ^  gyr.  Papav.  ^ss. ;   Ox.  Scill«,  3ij.; 

pointed  knife ;  a  second  apphcation  of  ^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^  gumat  cochlemi;  miii. 

which  cut  through  the  fallopian  tube,  p.  r.  n.    Continue  the  use  of  the  ice 

leaving  not  more  than  half  an  inch  of  and  cold  water,  and  to  be  allowed  two 

tlie  latter  attached  to  the  uterus.     All  ounces  of  thin  water  grueL 

the  vessels  being  now  seen  to  be  secure,  ,^         t    i      •         ^,'         •*       1 

the  uterus  was  replaced  in  its  proper  1  p-m.-Is  sleeping;  skin  moist;  pulse 

position,  and  the  ends  of  the  ligatures  Inesame.                          . 

left  hanging  out  from  the  lowlr  mar-  <>  P.M.-Heat  of  skm  increased,  and 

gin  of  the  incision.    Before  closing  the  F^se  accelerated,  probably  from  havmg 

wound  I  examined  the  opposite  (left)  g^<:?  awakened  by  an  accidental  noise; 

ovary,  which  appeared  healthy.    The  S^iJ.  of  unne  drawn  off  by  catheter; 

hps  of  the  incilibn  were  then  brought  ^^J^^^^^i^*^" '  is  mchned  to  sleep, 

together  by  a  few  interrupted  sutures,  .^^n»  2  p.M.--Slept  well  during  the 

cold  waterdressing  applieS,  and  a  flan-  night;  coughs  less  often;  skin  moist; 

nel  bandage  lighUy  drawn  around  the  P^l^e  102;  ^viij.  of  unne  withdrawn  by 

abdomen^  catheter;  wishes  for  food. 

Shortly  after  the  operation  she  com-  Allowed  a  cup  of  tea  and  a  small  niik ; 

Elained   much    of   lumbar    pain,   and  to  persist  in  the  use  of  the  ice. 

ecame  faint;  the  pulse  ranged  at  80 :  8  p.M.-^Pain  in  the  loins  returned 

she  was  placed  in  a  more  comfortable  this  evening,  but  ceased  about  an  hour 

position  in  bed;  a  little  brandy  and  ago,  when  the  catamenia   appeared; 

water  given  her,  and  a  flannel  roller  ^o^els  have  been  once  relieved  without 

tightlv  drawn  around  the  lower  part  of  medicine ;  is  cheerful,  and  begs  for  an 

the  chest,  with  marked  relief  to  the  improved   diet ;    her   request   is    not 

faintness ;  and  was  then  ordered—  granted,  but  having  become  tired  of 

9,  Morphiae  Acetatia,  gr.sa.;  Aquae  Flor.  the  ice,  toast  and  water  is  substituted. 

Aurant.  5s8.    Rat  haustus  statim  su-  29th.— In  the  middle  of  the  night 

mendua.    All  food  atrictly  prohibited ;  ^as  suffering  much  from  pain  in  the 

allowed  a  Uttle  rough  ioe  and  cold  water  hypogastrium,  which  subsided  on  with- 

<*«^»~>»^y-  drawing  about  ^xij.  of  urine  by   the 

11  P.M.— Has  slept  a  little;  the  pain  catheter;  the  pulse  is  96;  catamenia 

in  the  back  continues  undiminished;  still  present. 

has  twice  vomited;  heat  of  skin  in-  Allowed  a  cup  of  arrow-root  with  water, 

creased ;   pulse  88,  sharper ;  a  little  \ 

bleeding   has    taken   place  from  the  30th.— Much  improved,  being  alto- 

wound,  gether  free  from  uneasiness ;  has  passed 

Repetator  haustus.  urine  naturally ;  skin  and  tongue  as  in 


REMOVAL  OF  A  DISEASED  OVARIUM.  735 

Irealth  ;   pulse  84;  menstruation  has  9>  Potas.  Tart.^ij.;  RheiPolv.  gr.  viij.; 

ceased.  Tinct.  Card.  Co.  Sss. ;  Syr.  Zinzib.  Siss. ; 

Vespere, — Not  SO  well ;  complaining  Aquee,  5j.    Ft.  haiutus  eras  mane  su- 

of  frequent  tenesmus ;  impeded  respira-  mendus. 

tion  firm   flatulent    distension  of  the        e.r,      ti^„,  , -    _  .. , 

abdomen ;  pulse  96.  oA^th.-Bowels  open  four  times  j  pulse 

»  iKi    Du     .r.            "     d:i  tj  J  ^^»  IS  progressing  fayourablv. 

9.  Pil.  Rh«i<;o.  gr.  vij. ;  Pil.  Hydrarg.  6th.— Complaining  of  a  little  irrita- 

gr.  iss. ;    Olei    Caasi*,    mj.      Fiant  ^^^  ^bout  the  bladder,  with  difficulty 

pilulae  due  sUtim  8iimend».  j^  micturition ;  the  urine  is  turbid  from 

July  Ist. — Found  her  much  depressed  the  presence  of  urate  of  ammonia,  and 

in  spirits ;  suflerinc^  from  frequent  syn-  also  contains  a  rather  large  quantity 

cope,  but  no  local  symptoms ;    urine  of  free  uric  acid ;  pulse  100. 

5xij.    passed   in    two    portionj.    once  Liquor.  Potas.  Efferves.  Oss.  ter  quotidie. 
naturally,  and    once    by  the    aid    of  ^ 
the  catheter;    bowels  freely  relieved;  8th. — Is  free  from  vesical  irritation; 
pulse  100.  urine  natural ;  sleeps  well ;  spirits  ex- 
Allowed  a  Uttle  veal  broth  and  vermiceUi.  cellent ;  pulse  78.     For  the  last  two 

days  she  has  been  sitting  up  m  her 

2d.-- Was  summoned  to  her  in  the  bed,  amusing  herself  with  needle- work, 

night,  at  which  time  she  presented  the  The  bowels  not  having  acted  -during 

following  symptoms.    Severe  pain  at  the  last  three  days,  she  is  ordered  to 

the  epigastric  and  left  hypochondnac  repeat  the  aperient  pills  formerly  given, 

regions,  increased  by  pressure ;  respi-  9th.— The  bowels  have  thrice  acted ; 

ration  hurried;  countenance  anxious;  appetite  good;  pulse  78;  has  sat  up 

pulse  110,  small  and  irritable ;  tongue  whilst  taking  her  food,  which,  during 

white;  surface  of  the  lower  extremities  the  last  six  days,  has  consisted  of  one 

cold;    percussion  in  the  painful  ab-  mutton  chop,  an  egg,  rice  pudding,  tea, 

dominal  regions  indicated  much  flatu-  and  a  biscuit,  daily,  divided  into  four 

lent  distension,  and  flatus   could    be  meals.    The  greater  part  of  the  wound 

heard  traversincr  the  intestinal  canal,  has  quite  headed ;  a  few  small  granula- 

On  inquinng,  I  with  great  difficulty  tions  have  sprung  up  around  the  lower 

ascertamed  that  one  of  her  relatives  edge  of  the  incision,  through  which  the 

had  most  injudiciousl;y  informed  her  of  ligatures,  still  firmly  attached,  pass, 

some  domestic   infelicity,  and  which  During  the  first  four  days  after  the 

had  been  immediately  followed  by  the  operation  the  temperature  of  the  room 

symptoms  described.  was  kept  at  75^^,  after  which  it  was 

Small  quantities  of  brandy,  diluted  with  lowered   to   70^,    and    now    averages 

hot  water,  at  frequent  intenrab.  at  65^. 

In  about  an  hour  heat  was  diffused  .   31st.-During  the  three  weeks  that 

over  the  body;  pain  was  somewhat  have  now  elapsed  since  the  date  of  the 

lessened.    She  wak  then  ordered-  ^^f*  f  P;?^»  "9^^»"«  ^^  occurred  to 

^     , .     .  ^^^         .       ,  ^.    .    .      A  retard  the  rapid  convalescence  of  the 

Morp^A«tatif,gr.  IBS.  stetim  in  forma  p^^^^^^      One  of  the  ligatures   came 

^       •  away    some    days    since,    the    others 

After  the  lapse  of  half  an  hour  the  yesterday.  The  wound  has  quite  healed, 

opiate  began  to  exert  its  influence;  the  excepting  at  the  lower  end,  where  a 

pulse  fell  to  96,  she  was  soon  sleeping,  few  redundant  granulations  exist.  She 

and  did  not  awake  for  seven  hours,  is  in  excellent  health  and  spirits,  has 

when  she  expressed  herself  as  quite  for  some  days  been  actively  employed, 

free  from  all  her  former  symptoms,  and  keeping  her  room  from  precaution,  not 

had  forgotten  the  unpleasiner  intelli-  necessity.    The  bowels  act  with  regu- 

gence  which  had  been  so  indiscreetly  larity,  and  she  expresses  herself  as 

communicated  to  her.  being  in  better  health  than  for  many 

3d. — Improving ;    pulse    96 ;    urine  years  past 

missed  naturally;    bowels    not  open.  The  dimensions  of  the  abdomen  prior 

To  be  allowed  a  small    quantity  of  to  the  operation,  and  at  the  present 

boiled  rabbit  for  dinner.  time,  are  the  following : — 

Before  operation.    After  operation. 

From  ensiform  cartilage  to  pubes  .     .    .    18  inches        11    inches. 

Circumference  of  abdomen 37  inches        24]^  inches. 
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A  small  portion  of  the  tumor  only  however,  were  found  at  that  part,  and 
presented  a  solid  structure,  in  size  not  not  any  of  extent  or  importance  else- 
exceeding  that  of  an  orange,  and  ap-  where.  The  fiict  of  a  patient  having 
peared  to  consist  of  the  remaining  por-  been  previously  tapped  would,  there- 
tion  of  the  ovary  not  involved  in  the  fore,  seem  to  offer  no  real  objection  to 
formation  of  the  cyst.  The  fluid  con-  the  performance  of  the  operation  of  ex- 
tents amounted  to  about  two  gallons,  tirpation,  and  this  being*  granted,  the 
having  an  unusuidly  low  specific  gravity,  partial  or  complete  emptying  of  the 
1-004,  quite  colourless,  scarcely  viscid,  cyst  may  be  employed  for  the  pnrpcae 
and  differed  from  the  fluid  commonly  of  affording  an  additional  means  of 
secreted  in  this  disease  in  being  quite  diagnosis  in  certain  cases  in  which  it 
neutral :  examined  by  my  brother,  Dr.  is  mfficult  to  determine  with  soflicient 
GoldingBird,  it  was  found  to  consist  of—    accuracy  the  character  of  the  tumor,  or 

the  nresence  and  extent  of  peritoneal 
Animal  Extract ^  attachments.  The  diaffnosis  of  ad- 
Alkaline  Lactotes C   40      hesions  is  at  all  times  difficult,  and  is 

Chloride  of  Sodium    .    •    .    .    >  commonly  but  little  more  than  con- 

^^^^r 960     jectural;  the  introduction  of  a  trochar  in 

^''^en A  trace,    doubtful  cases,  in  order  to  lessen  the 

1000  distension  of  the  abdominal  walls,  may 
therefore  be  received  as  a  method  ci 
The  shape  of  the  cyst  when  filled  ffreatlv  facilitating  an  examination,  and 
was  irregularly  spherical,  and  did  not  fumisning  new  and  important  date  for 
at  all  partake  of  the  balloon  like  form  arriving  at  a  correct  opinion.  During 
frequently  observed ;  from  its  depend-  the  first  two  or  three  weeks  alter  the 
ing  portion  a  secondary  cyst  arose,  last  time  of  tapping  it  waa  by  no 
wnicQ  appeared  to  have  been  moulded  means  difficult  to  grasp  the  then  flaccid 
to  the  shape  of  the  cavity  of  the  bonv  abdominal  walls,  ana  cause  them  to 
pelvis  in  which  it  had  been  placed,  glide  with  freedom  over  the  snubbe  ctf 
The  broad  ligament  measured  more  ttie  ovarian  mass;  whilst  at  a  later 
than  six  inches  in  breadth,  and  in  it  period  the  distension  of  the  abdomen 
passed  four  arterial  branches  of  rather  rendered  such  examination  difficult  and 
large  size,  with  some  smaller  ones,  which    uncertain. 

running  along  its  ovarian  attachments  The  very  successful  termination  of 
terminated  by  minutely  ramifying  all  thecase,  is,  Ibclieve,inagreatmea8iue 
over  the  surface  of  the  diseased  mass,    attributable—  -  '* 

The  fallopian  tube  was  long,  dense  in  Firstly,  to  the  precautions  taken  to 
structure,  and  thickened.  Two  small  prevent  the  action  of  cold  air  upon  the 
patches  of  roughened  and  granular  exposed  peritoneal  surface,  by  arti- 
membrane,  more  vividly  injected  than  ficially  raising  the  heat  of  the  rooni  in 
the  surrounding  parts,  corresp  •  vied  to  which  the  operation  was  performed, 
the  two  adhesions  observed  during  the  and  maintaining  a  high  temperature 
operation.  The  total  weight  of  the  so  long  as  there  existed  any  liability  to 
tumor  was  rather  more  than  20  pounds,    inflammation. 

Secondly,  to  the  after  treatment. 
Remarks. — ^The  case  I  have  related  which  partook  more  of  a  dietetic  than 
is  illustrative  of  several  important  medical  character,  its  chief  feature  con - 
practical  points,  and  also  assists  in  sisting  in  the  exclusion  as  far  as 
negativing  some  of  the  objections  sup-  possible  of  all  internal  remedies,  and 
posed  to  attach  to  the  performance  of  thus  allowing  the  most  complete  repose 
the  operation  in  those  who  have  been  to  the  organs  in  the  immecuate  neigfa- 
previously  subjected  to  tapping.  -    bourhood  of  the  wounded  parts.     A 

The  disease  in  the  present  instance,  grain  of  morphia  and  a  little  syrup  of 
had  existed  for  along  period, and  para-  poppies  were  the  only  remedies  given 
centesis  had  been  frequently  performed,  dunng^  the  earlier  period  after  the 
to  which  on  one  occasion  succeeded  operation,  and  the  only  ingesta  con- 
symptoms  ofinflammation,  and  as  the  re-  sisted  of  ice,  cold  water,  and  a  very 
sultwouldscemtoprove,ofthecyst;itwas  small  quantity  of  thin  water  grueL 
therefore  inferred  that  adhesions  existed.  By  these  means  all  sources  of  irritation 
more  particularly  at  the  spot  at  which  were  avoided,  and  thus  the  chief  cause 
the  trochar  had  lieen  introduced ;  none,    of  inflammatory  action. 


< 
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Tliirdly,  to  the  form  of  operation  making  a  lar^e  peritoneal  section  can 
adopted,  which  I  believe  to  oe  that  confer  no  furtner  benefit  to  the  patient, 
presenting  all  the  chances  of  recovery  imless  the  removal  of  an  unpunctured 
the  extirpation  of  the  ovarium  is  calca-  cyst  can  be  deemed  such.  Jt  may  be 
lated  to  afford.  Hitherto  I  have  but  urged  that  a  lar^e  incision  into  the 
described  the  steps  of  the  operation,  peritoneum  is  less  likely  to  be  followed 
and  I  would  now  venture  to  make  a  by  inflammation  than  a  smaller  one, 
single  remark  on  the  cause  which  in-  and  this  I  am  by^  no  means  disposed  to 
duced  me  apparently  to  profit  so  little  deny ;  but  were  it  proved,  it  would  still 
by  the  recomed  cases  of  Dr.  Clay  and  be  very  questionable  whether  an 
Mr.  Walne.*  It  was,  however,  from  operator  would  be  justified  in  making 
their  careful  perusal,  that  I  was  led  to  an  unnecessarily  large  incision  solely 
arrive  at  a  somewhat  different  conclu-  with  a  view  of  enhancing  the  proba- 
sion  from  that  expressed  by  those  bilities  of  ultimate  success.  I  would 
gentlemen.  The  cases  of  Dr.  Clay,  and  not,  however,  dissent  from  the  employ- 
still  more  his  useful  practical  observa^  ment  of  a  larger  incision  in  cases  m 
tions,  have  sufficiently  demonstrated  which  the  partially  solid  state  of  the 
the  amount  of  danger  which  attends  tumor  might  prevent  its  sufficient  re- 
the  attempt  to  perform  extraction  duction  by  puncture,  but  from  the  cases 
through  a  very  small  opening :  the  I  have  seen  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
truth  of  which  I  saw  exemplified  in  a  that  it  rarely  happens  that  an  ovarian 
cas.e  that  occurred  some  years  ago,  in  tumor  will  not  be  found  to  be  in  part 
which  the  fisdlure  of  the  operation  and  finid,  and  therefore  capable  of  being 
the  death  of  the  patient  (ror  failure  in  lessened  in  size  by  the  introduction  of 
these  cases  seems  to  amount  to  death,)  the  trochar.  Many  important  points 
were  undoubtedly  to  be  attributed  to  remain  to  be  determined  witn  re- 
thesmallnessoftne abdominal  incision;  grard  to  the  relative  value  of  the  opera- 
a  secondary  cyst  of  inconsiderable  size  tion,  and  the  number  of  cases  yet  re- 
havihg  formea  the  obstacle,  and  which  corded  have  not  been  sufficient  to 
could  readily  have  been  removed  by  a  decide  whether  the  chances  of  success 
somewhat  more  capacious  opening.  exceed  the  chances  of  the  occurrence 
^  Whilst  thus  according  in  the  disad-  of  disease  in  the  remaining  organ.  The 
vantages  said  to  attach  to  the  small  observations  of  Mr.  B.  Phillips,*  tend 
abdominal  incision,  I  cannot  but  believe  to  turn  the  scale  of  probabilities  against 
that  important  objections  applv  with  the  ultimate  safety  of  the  patient,  and 
equaljusticeto  the  very  largesection,  the  to  show  that  disease  in  a  less  developed 
chief  of  which  undoubtedly  istheques-  form  commonly  exists  in  the  opposite 
tion  of  necessity.  Is  an  incision  from  ovary.  This,  together  with  some  other 
fttibes  to  ensiform  cartilajge,  in  cases  in  points  in  the  pathology  of  ovarian 
which  the  Ovarian  tumor  is  wholly  or  in  disease,  1  purpose,  when  my  inquiries 
part  fluid,  really  required  ?  There  can,  I  shall  have  been  completed,  making  the 
conceive,  be  no  valid  objection  to  subject  of  a  future  communication. 
evacuating  the  liquid  contents  partially  ss,  Craven  street. 

^or  entirely,  and  tnus  causing  so  great     —  

'a  reduction  of  bulk  as  to  allow  of  the  PAINLESSNESS  OF  MORTAL 

removal  of  the  ovanum  through  an  WOUNDS 

opening  of  less  size  than  that  constitut-  w  u  u 
in^  the  major  operation ;  frr  if  an  in- 

cision  be    made  sufficiently  large   to  Tb  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

admit  of  the  cjrst  rising  from  out  of  the  gj  ^^ 

abdominal  cavity  without  any  forcible  ' 

traction— if  it  also  be  sufficiently  large  The  extract  from  the  Gazette  MidicaU 

to  allow  of  the  introduction  of  the  which  appeared  in  your  last  number, 

hand  of  the  operator  into  the  abdomen,  detailing  the  case  of  a  man  who  died 

and  thus  enable  him  to  apply  with  from  the  effects  of  an  extensive  injury, 

facility  the  necessary  ligatures,  or  re-  without  suffering  pain,   recals  to  my 

move  any  abnormal  attachments  to  the  recollection  a  similar  instance  which 

pelvic  viscera — every  end  is  answered,  occurred  some  years  ago  at  a  public 

every    indication    fulfilled,    and    tlie  institution  in  Berkshire.     A  decrepit 

: —-  old  woman  was  admitted  into  the  wards 

♦  Vide  Medical  Gazittk  :  the  cases  of  JDr.    — ■ 

Ctey  are  contained  in  another  journal.  *  Vide  ^ v.ikic  k\.  ^  k-lvi^^. 

820.— xxxi/.  *^  ^ 
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of  the  Wallingford  Union  Poor-house,  trophy  of  the  heart  and  diseases  of  the 

and  8oon  after  her  admission,  hy  some  valves  in  childhood,  but  I  believe  that 

accident,  her  clothes  caught  fire,  and,  none  of  the  writers  allude  to  acute  idio- 

before   assistance  could  be  rendered,  pathic  endocarditis  in  the  youn^subject 

were  almost  consumed.    The  bed,  also,  The  cases  of  acnte  endocarditis  men- 

upon  which  she  threw  herself  in  the  tioned  by  MM.  Rilliet  and  Barthez  are 

agony  and  fright  of  the  moment,  was  three  in  number.    Inoneof  thraecases 

set  on  fire.  the  heart  symptoms  came  on  in  the 

On  examination,  it  was  found  that  course  of  an  attack  of  acute  rheumatism; 

the  \yooT  creature  was  mortally  injured,  in  the  second  slight  Cebrile  symptoms 

the  vitality  and  organization  of  large  coexisted  with  a  distinct  ^rtcil  as  <ou^{e< 

portions  of  the  cutis  in  various  parts  of  and  some  pain  at  the  heart  $  and  in  the 

the  body  having  been  so  deeply  de«  third  the  auscultatory  signs  only  were 

stroyed  as  almost  to  lay  bare  the  subja-  present,  unattended  either  by  fever  or 

cent  muscles.  oy  pain  in  the  precordial  region.     They 

In  consequence  of  this  sudden  and  do  not,  however,  detail  the  particulars 

extensive  violence,  no  reaction  ever  oc-  of  any  of  these  cases.    They  met  like- 

curred,  nor  the  slightest  haemorrhage ;  wise,  in  the  course  of  their  observatioa 

the  mental  faculties  were  unimpaired ;  at  the   H6pital  des  Enfans  Malades, 

and  in  about  sixteen  hours  from  the  with  thirteen  cases  of  chronic  organic 

receipt  of  the  injury  she  died  from  sheer  lesions  of  the  heart  of  various  kinds ; 

exhaustion,    occasioned   by    the  irre-  and  they  relate  the  history  of  one  of 

coverable  shock  the  nervous  system  had  these  cases  in  which  acute  endocarditis 

sustained.     She  declared  with  her  latest  supervened  on  chronic  valvular  disease, 

breath,  that  from  first  to  last  she  had  and  destroyed  the  patient, 

been  totally  free  from  pain, — I  am,  sir,  My  attention  was  first  called  to  this 

Your  obedient  servant,  affection  in  the  spring  of  1841,  when  I 

R.  H.  Allnatt.  saw 

Parliament  Street,  Whitehall.  Margaret  Thomas,  aged  3  years  and 
4  months,  living  at  86,  Union  Street, 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  ^^<?i^^-^^*y  4^i  •     *       uij     r           v..u- 

She  IS  the  delicate  child  of  a  phthi- 

soME  OF  THE  gjcal  mothcr,  but  her  health  was  cood 

MORE  IMPORTANT  DISEASES  OF  till  within  the  past  year,  since  which 

CHILDHOOD.  ^™^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  attacks  of  con- 
vulsions, and  her  general  health  has 

By  Charles  West,  M.D.  seemed  less  good. 

Member  of  the  Royal  CV)lle|:e  of  Phyaiciana;  She  was,  however,  aS  well  as   USOal 

Physician  to  the  Royal  Infirinary  for  Cliildren ;  „„x;i  „  r^„;  j„„„  u«ftl««  „k.»  «••««  *^  «,* 

and  Physician. Accbncheur  to  the  Finsbur;  "nt>l  a  few  days  before  she came  tome. 

Dispensary.  when  she  was  attacked  by  slight  febrile 

(For  the  Medical  Gazette  J  symptoms,  complained  of  great  unead- 

ness,  could  get  no  rest  at  night,  and 

I.-0«  Endocarditi,  in  Childhood.  »»?«?«'  'f.  «"°er  much  from  sBortness 

of  breath  and  palpitation  of  the  heart ; 

Inflammation  of  the  lining  menibrane  symptoms  which  nave  continued  np  to 

of  the  heart  is  an  affection  of  which  no  the  present  time, 

notice  is  taken  in  any  treatise  on  the  A  very  loud  bruit  de  taufflei  accom- 

diseases  of  children,  with  the  exception  panics  and  overpowers  the  first  sound 

of  the  recent  work  of  MM.  Rilliet  and  of  the  heart.    It  is  heard  both  at  the 

Barthez.    Incidental  mention  of  its  oc-  apex  and  at  the  base,  but  loudest  in  the 

currence  as  a  complication  of  scarla-  latter  situation,  and  is  continued  into 

tina  is  made  by  Professor  v.  Ammon,  the  aorta.    The  second  sound  is  clear. 

in  his  account  of  a  malignant  epidemic  The  heart's  impulse  is  increased,  and 

of  that  disease  at  Dresden  in  tne  year  its  sounds  are  heard  over  the  whole 

1832*.      Dr.  Copland  devotes  a  few  chest,  both  before  and  behind, 

lines  to  it  in  his  Dictionary,  and  speaks  Unfortunately  I  have  preserved  no 

of  its  occasional  occurrence  as  an  idio-  record  of  the  daily  progress  of  the  child, 

pathic  affection.     Some  of  the  French  who  recovered  from  her  more  urgent 

journals  contain  observations  on  hyper-  symptoms  under  an  antiphlogistic  plan 

~*  Analekten  ueber  Kinderkrankheiten,  iites  ?^  treatment.     The  bruit,  howeyer,  con- 

Heft.  Seite  43.  tinued,  and  the  child  remained  short- 
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breathed  and  liable  to  occasional  re-  some  cough,  unattended  with  expccto- 

turns  of  palpitation,  which  subsided  on  ration,  no  appetite,  considerable  thirst, 

strict    quiet    being    enforced   and    a  a  dry  harsh  skin ;  bowels  open,  tongue 

mild  antiphlogistic  plan  being  pursued,  pale  and  moist.    The  pulsation  of  his 

I  saw  her  last  in  May  1842,  when  the  carotids  is  very  evident ;  pulse  70,  hard, 

signs  indicative  of  valvular  disease  con-  thrilling,  unequal  in  force  about  every 

tinucd  unmodi  fied.  fourth  beat,  but  not  irregular  in  rhythm. 

Now,  although  in  this  case  the  pa-  On  auscultating  the  chest  a  good 

tient  was  not  seen  at  the  very  com-  deal  of  rhonchus  and  creaking  sounds 

mencement  of  her  attack,  yet  there  does  are  heard,  but  the  air  seems  to  enter 

not  appear  to  me  to  be  any  reason  for  both  lungs  equally  well, 

supposingthat  the  affection  of  her  heart  The  apex  of  the  heart  beats  lower 

dated  further  back  than  the  few  days  down,  and  more  to  the  left  of  the  nipple, 

previous  to  her  being  brought  to  me,  than  natural,  and  there  is  also  extcn- 

when  she  first  complained  of  dyspnoea  sive  dulness  over  the  heart.    Its  sounds 

and  palpitation  of  the  heart.      The  are  not  clear,  but  have  a  muffled  cha- 

following  c<'ise  was  probably  one  in  racter,  and  a  harsh  bruit  accompanies 

which  acute  endocarditis  supervened  the  first  sound,  and  is  heard  most  dis- 

on  some  chronic  lesion  of  the  ncart.  tinctly  about  half  an  inch  below  and  a 

George  Cole,  43,  Easton  Street,  Spa  little  to  the  left  of  the  nipple,  but  is 

Fields,  aged  5  years  and  2  months,  one  not  continued  into  the  aorta, 

of  seven  children,  of  whom  five  are  still  The  dip;italis  was  now  discontinued, 

living,  but  one  died  while  teething,  and  and  a  saline  mixture,  with  small  doses 

one  of  small-pox.  of  tactar  emetic,  was  given  in  its  stead. 

His  father  is  strong  and  healthy ;  his  24th. — Breath  less  laboured ;   child 

mother  is  not  strong,,  and  phthisis  is  can  lie  down  more  easily,  and  the  peJ- 

hereditary  in  her  &mily,  though  she  pitation    is   less    troublesome.      The 

has  never  shown  any  symptoms  of  it.  oiedicine  has  caused  much  sickness ; 

George  has  usually  had  good  health,  the    urine    continues    scanty,   high- 

except  two  years  ago,  when  he  was  coloured,    and .  albuminous,   and   the 

taken  ill  with  symptoms  similar  to  those  inequality  in  the  beats  of  the  pulse, 

from  which  he  is  at  present  suffering,  and  the  bruit  with  the  first  sound, 

and  did  not '  recover  for  some  weeks,  remain  as  before. 

He  has  not  had  any  of  the  usual  dis-  The  antimony  was  now  discontinued, 

eases  of  childhood.  and  small  doses  of  liquor  potassse  were 

For  some  months  he  has  had  a  slight  given  i/istead.  The  boy  improved  daily, 

cough,  but  was  in  other  respects  in  and  the  note  of  March  10  is— Child 

gooQ  heUth,  when  he  was  attacked  on  very  much  improved ;  can  now  lie  down 

February  13,  1843,  with  fever,  thirst,  easily  j  has  but  very  slight  difficulty  in 

and  swelling,  first  of  the  face,  after-  breathing;   very  little  cough,  and  no 

wards  of  the  limbs,  and  on  the  14th  palpitation.    The  bowels  act  regularly, 

his  heart  began  to  beat  much,  and  The  urine  is  abundant,  natural,  and 

whenever  he  attempted  to  lie  down  in  free  from  albumen, 

bed  so  much  dyspnoBa  came  on  as  com-  Pulse  100,  the  same  inequality  in  its 

pelled  him  to  resume  the  sitting  posture,  strength,    and   sometimes    a    distinct 

On  February  17th  he  was  brought  to  pause  about  every  fourth  beat.    The 

me  at  the  Finsbury  Dispensary,  when  action  of  the  heart  is  not  exaggerated, 

I  ordered  three  leeches  to  the  heart,  a  and  there  is  no  longer  any  bruit,  but 

pnrgacive  every  night  to  relieve  his  merely  a  roughness  accompanying  the 

bowels,  which  were  constipated,  and  a  first  sound,  and  heard  only  near  the 

saline  mixture,  with  six  minims  of  tine-  apex, 

ture  of  digitalis,  every  four  hours.  The  boy  was  soon  afterwards  dis- 

Febmary  21. — The  leeches  greatly  charged, 

relieved  his  palpitation,  though  he  still  I  observed  a  third  case  only  a  few 

has  considerable  difficulty  in  assuming  months  since. 

the  recumbent  posture.    The  anasarca  Daniel  Bain,  aged  1 1  years,   living 

.'as  completely  disappeared,   and  he  at  No.  37,  Thomas  Street,  Stamford 

makes  water  more  freely  than  before,  Street ;  is  one  of  12  children  of  healthy 

though  his  urine  is  still  scanty,  high  parents.    Nine  children  arc  still  living, 

coloured,  abounding  in  the  lithates,  and  one  died  while  teething,  one  of  scarla- 

loaded  with  albumen.  He  has  a  trouble-  tina,  and  one  of  ptv^MtcwovivQ^.  T^^\^  ^s^^^ 
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not  nppear  to  be  any  phthisical  taint  contiim©  taking  them  every  lix  horn. 

in  the  family  3J-  of  etrong  mercurial  ointmeDt  to  be 

Daniel  ha«  had  good  health,  with  the  "fbbed  into  the  tbigha  cnry  nx  ho«f^ 

exception  of  milcf  attacks  of  measles,  «« l««he.  to  be  apphed  oTer  the  heart. 

Iiooping-cough,  and  scarlet-fever;  and  15th.— There  was  cdnsiderable  diffi- 

wfis  as  well  as  usual  until  Ma^  B,  1843,  cultv  in  stopping  the  bleeding  from  the 

when  he  complained  of  feeling  cold,  leecn-bites,  which  was  so  profuse  as 

and  began  to  cough.    The  chilliness  to  make  him  rather  &int.    He  slept 

was  succeeded  by  fever,  and  he  con-  tolerably  during  the  nighl^  and  until 

tinned  gradualljr  getting;  worse  till  the  q  a.m.,  when  he  became  light-headed, 

l.'JtIi,  wiicn  I  visited  him  for  the  first  and  continued  so  until  9  o'clock  this 

time.    He  had  had  no  other  medicine  morning,  but   has   since    lain   quiet, 

tlmn  a  purgative  powder.  though  troubled  bjr  a  dry  cough. 

May  13tn. — I  found  him  lying  in  His  appearance  is  mucn  as  yesterday; 

bod ;  face  dusky,  rather  anxious ;  eyes  gkin  dry  and  hot;  pulse  120, possessing 

heavy ;  respiration  slightly  accelerated ;  the  same  character  as  before,  but  with 

frequent  short  cou^^h  without  expecto-  less  power;  tongue  coated  at  the  edges, 

rati\)n;  skin  burning  hot;  pulse  fre-  ^ith  a  dry,  red,  streak  in  the  centre; 

qucnt  and  hard.    The  child  makes  no  bowels  open  twice,  motions  green  and 

complaint  except  of  slight  uneasiness  watery, 

about  the  left  breast.  Auscultation  yields  the  same  results 

Thcw  is  slight  tenderness  on  pres-  as  yesterday.  Same  treatment  con- 
sure  over  the  heart,  with  very  extended  tinued,  with  the  addition  of  a  saline 
dulness.  The  heart's  impulse  is  not  draught  containing  small  doses  of  the 
incrtmsod.  A  very  loud  and  prolonged  Hquor  antimonialis  every  four  hours. 
rasping  sound  is  neard  in  the  place  of  16th. — General  condition  much  as 
the  tirst  sound ;  it  is  loudest  a  little  yesterday,  but  on  the  whole  seems 
l)elow  the  mnple,  though  very  audible  slightly  improved;  pulse  120,  softer, 
over  the  whole  left  side  of  the  chest,  The  friction  sound  is  no  longer 
and  also  distinguishable,  though  less  audible,  but  a  loud  raspine  sound  is 
clearly,  for  a  ci>nsiderable  distance  to  heard  in  the  place  of  the  first  sound, 
the  ri^ht  of  the  sternum.  Second  xhe  second  sound  can  now  be  ^tin- 
sound  ncanl  clearly  just  over  the  aortic  guished  at  tlie  apex  of  the  heart  as 
valves,  not  distinct  elsewhere,  being  -^-ell  as  over  the  aortic  valves,  and  is 
ol«eureil  by  the  loudness  of  the  bruit,  quite  natural. 

Ucsmration  goinl  in  both  lungs.  On  the  17th  the  gums  were  sHghtly 

1  onieroii  the  child  to  be  cupped  to  affected  by  mercury,  and  the  bruit  wis 

^v^.  bet^iv-een  the  left  scapula  and  the  thought  to  be  sofler  and  rather  less 

spinet  and  gave  gr.  j.  of  calomel,  with  loud.    The  dose  of  calomel  was  now 

th*  same  quantity  of  Dover's  powder,  i^uced  to  gr.ss.  every  four  boun,  and 

ever)-  four  hours. '  the  child  wtis  allowed  a  little  broth. 

Nlay  14lh,— Sense  of  discomfort  at  Qn  the  22d  his  mouth  was  veir  sore, 

the  c)io$t  relieved  by  the  cupping.    He  and  all  active  treatment  was  dneon- 

slcpt  well  during  tHe  night«  and  to^ay  tinned  on  that  day.    The  child  gf»- 

Uh'Jis  loss  anxitHis,  though  hi$  eyes  are  dually  regained  his  strength*  but  Che 

still  heavy  and  suflfxised:  the  skin  IS  less  bruit' accompanying   the    fiist  sound 

hot  and  less  dusky;  pulse  114.  thnlling,  continued,  and 'was   heard  a  month 

but  not  full;  ton^ie  moUter  than  yes-  afterwards  with  no  other  diance  than 

teivlay,  ittl  in  the  centra,  eoaicd  with  being  rather  softer  and  more  pmoiiged. 

v^llow    fut   at    the   e«ige$:    has   had  I  have  notes  of  another  case,  in  wfidi 

one  e\^^ous  watery  evacuatii^n:  ^j^t  a  verr  loud  kmii  de  mmgUi  accompawird 

iwxxaineiK^  i^f  the  canliac  ivgion*  The  the  hf^t  sound  of  the  heart,  and  was 

heart V  sounds  ai«  oUscuwr  and  mofe  heard  with  greatest  intewitT  below  and 
distant  than  ywleiday:  the  bruit  of   ^cviewhat  to  the  left  of  die'nipnie.    In 

yt«tefdav  i«  now  maiufodly  a  faction  tlus  instance  the  disease  was  {>trotnblr  of 

kmnd^wYiioh  i^^kmder  at  the  base  than  long  standing,  since  the  heart's  in^iibe 

attheAiy^x^^tWebeait:  the  first  sound  ira$  coosiderablv  increased,  its  apex 

i»  alK>c«ther  chsctaned  br  it.  and  the  beat  coesiderahlV  lower  than  natvnL 

aevxwd^  is  heard  onhr  o%er  the  •?€«  and  diere  was  ex;endrd  dolness  in  ti^ 

vaU««^  pnwcrdial  regioD.    While  the  bcw 

IV  riUi  ^^  hsi  tor  yawienk.    T«  under  »y  ewe,  his  |«ie«s 
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from  London,  and  I  consequenUy  lost  Very  little  fluid  was  found  in  either 

sight  -of  him.  pleura ;  both  lungs  were  very  emphy- 

The  results  of  endocarditis  appear  to  sematous,  and    much    congested,  but 

be,  in  the  child  as  in  the  adult,  either  neither  they  nor  the  bronchial  glands 

very  distressing  or  comparatively  slight,  contained  any  tubercle, 

according  as  it  is  succeeded  or  not  by  The  heart  was  extremely  large,  but 

hypertrophyanddilatation  of  the  heart,  its  right  cavities  did  not  exceed  the 

It  has  seldom  occurred  to  me  to  witness  natural  size;    the   pulmonary    valves 

greater  suffering  than  in  the  case  of —  were  healthy ;  the  edges  of  the  tri- 

Anne  Leach,  aged  10  years,  living  at  cuspid  valve  were  slightly  thickened; 

50,  Tummill  Street,  Clerkenwell,  who  the  left  auricle  was  enormously  dilated, 

first  came  under  my  notice  in  March  but  its  walls  were  not  at  all  attenuated ; 

1842.     She  was  one  of  five  children  the  pulmonary  veins  were  much  dilated; 

of  healthy  parents,  but  her  own  health  the  left  ventricle  was  dilated,  and  its 

had  alwavs  been  delicate.    For  the  last  walls  were  thickened ;  the  chordee  ten- 

vear  she  nad  been  growing  thinner,  and  dineee  of  the  mitral  valve  were  greatly 

had  suffered  from  palpitation  of  the  shortened,  so  that  the  valve  could  not 

heart,  and  for  three  months  had  had  .close;    the  valve   itself   was  Shrunk, 

cough;  but  I  could  not  ascertain  that  thickened, and  cartilaginous;  and  there 

any  verjr  marked  febrile  attack   had  existed  likewise  slight  thickening  of 

ushered  in  her  illness.    Her  parents,  the  edges  of  the  semilunar  valves  of  the 

however,  belonged  to  that  class  of  poor  aorta. 

who  seldom  pay  much  attention   to  The  other  organs  were  healthy,  ex- 

their  children's  ailments.  cept  the  mesenteric  glands,  many  of 

When  brought  to  me  she  was  greatly  which  contained  tubercles,  which,  in 

emaciated ;  her  &ce  was  anxious  and  several,  had  undergone  the  cretaceous 

distressed,  her  breath  short,  so  that  it  transformation. 

was  with  difficulty  that  she  walked  In  another  somewhat  similar  case 
even  a  short  distance ;  she  had  frequent  general  dropsy  came  on,  and  the  pa- 
short  cough  without  expectoration,  and  tient  died  of  ascites  and  hydrothorax. 
she  suffered  much  from  palpitation  of  In  this  instance,  however,  though  the 
the  heart  and  a  sense  of  discomfort  at  mitral  valve  was  diseased,  and  dilata- 
the  chest.  tion,  with    hypertrophy    of   the    left 

The  heart's  action  was  violent ;  dul-  auricle  and  ventricle,  existed,  yet  the 

ness  in  the  preecordial  region  was  very  symptoms,  though  greatly  aggravated 

extended ;  a  ver^  loud,  harsh,  rasping  bv  tne  valvular  disease,  could  not  be 

sound  accompanied  the  first  sound  of  altofirether  attributed  to  it.    There  ex- 

the  heart,  loudest  towards  the  apex  and  isted  in  this  case  that  narrownesss  of 

to  the  left  of  the  nipple,  but  heard  over  the  aorta  to  which  Meckel  and  Andral 

nearly  the  whole  of  the  chest,  both  have  called  attention  as  a  congenital 

before  and  behind.  malformation,  occasionally  giving  rise 

Various  remedies  brought  slight  but  to  hypertrophy  of  the  heart.     It  was 

temporary  relief  to  her  sufferings,  and  not,  however,  till  six  months  before 

she  grew  worse  every  month.    She  be-  the  death  of  the  child— a  girl  aged  ten 

came  more  and  more  emaciated ;  the  years — that  her  health  was  perceptibly 

distress  at  the  chest  and  the  palpi-  affected,  but  she  then  began  to  suffer 

tation  of  the  heart  increased,  her  cough  from  palpitation  of  the  heart,  which  at 

became  more  violent,  and  once  she  had  first  was  attended  with  febrile  symp- 

an  attack  of  heemoptysis.    For  about  a  toms,  afterwards  with  phenomena  simi- 

month  before  her  death  the  cough  al-  lar  to  those  which  occurred  in  the  case 

together   ceased,    but   she  was    now  of  Leach,  and  which  were  terminated, 

unable   to   leave   her   bed,  from  in-  as  already  mentioned,  by  ascites  and 

creasing   weakness ;    the    palpitation  hydrothorax. 

continued  unmitigated,  and    her  ex-  In  a  third  case  I  found  the  chords 

tremities  became  slightly  anasarcous.  tendinese  much   shortened,  so  as   to 

During  the  last  weex  of  her  life  her  keep  the  valve  permanentlv open;  and 

respiration  was  extremely  difficult,  and  the  valve  was  oj^que,  thickened  so  as 

became  increasingly  so  till  she  died,  on  to  resemble  cartilage,  and  presented  a 

October  10th,  i8&.  puckered  appearance  as  if  shrunken 

On  a  poet-mortem  examination,  made  by  the  action  of  boiling  water.    Tb^^ 

thirty-six  houn  after  death, —  patient  Yras  a  \i\i\\v\«vt?AVio^  > ^^^ ^^^x"^ 
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old,  in  whom  no  symptom  or  physical  life.    Its  early  diacnosw  is,  therefiMc; 

sign  of  disease  of  the  heart  existed  till  a  matter  of  consiaeraUe  impocteaee. 

five  months  before  his  death,  when  he  It  does  not  seem  to  be  qjwmys  an- 

had  an  attack  of  inflammation  of  the  nounced  by  very  striking  ^naptoros, 

left  pleura,  terminating  in  effusion  into  but  a  febrile  attack  of  no  great  inten- 
its                   "    ■     "               ' 


accompanyini 

became 

his  death ;  but  the  general  indications  disease  so  grave  may  coounenee  with 

of  cardiac  disease  were  masked  by  the  such  comparatively  trivial  symptoms, 

graver  phenomena  which  attended  the  it  is  a  matter  of  great  practical  moment 

pleurisy    and    the    extension    of   the  never  to  omit  auscultating  the  heart, 

tubercular  disorganization  of  the  lungs,  even  in  a  case  of  what  may  seem  to  be 

These  cases,  which  are  all  that  have  merely  a  mild  attack  of  simple  fever. 
at  present  come  under  my  notice,  are,        I  have  nothing  to  add  witn  reference 

I  think,  sufficient  to  shew  that  in  flam-  to  the  treatment,  since  there  does  not 

mation  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  appear  to  be  any  reason  for  deviating 

heart  does  occasionally  occur  in  chil-  from  that  plan  wnich  would  be  proper 

dren  as  ah  idiopathic  affection,  and  in  the  adult.    I  regret,  however,  that 

wholly  independent    of  rheumatism,  in  some  of  the  cases  above  related  I  did 

It  has  so  happened,  indeed,  that  though  not  adopt  more  energetic  measures  than 

I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  observ-  those  to  which  I  resorted, 

ing  the  diseases  of  above  5000  children  _______^_______^__^._ 

at  the  Children's  Infirmary,  since  May  ^__  ,„o^.„^„ 

1839, 1  have  met  with  but  one  case  of  ^  instance 

aflection  of  the  heart  occurring  in  the  of  the 

course  of  rheumatism.    This  circum-  LOSS    OF   IRRITABILITY    IN    THB 

stance,  however,  I   regard  as  merely  GLOTTIS  FOLLOWING  A  WOUND 

accidental,  and  do  not  by  any  means  ^k  the  THROAT 

infer    that  idiopathic  endocarditis  is  

more  frequent  in  children  than  endo-        _,    ..    „ ,..       -  ..    .-  ,.    ,  ^ 
carditis  as  a  result  of  rheumatism.     I        ^^  ^^  ^^'^'^  ^^^  '**  ^"^'^^^  ^^'«^- 
could  not  connect  the  occurrence  of  Sir, 

endocarditis  with  any  attack  of  scar-  Ip  you  should  deem  the  accompanying 

latina,  though  I  directed  my  inc^uiries  communication  worthy  of  your  notice^ 

particularly  to  that  point ;    nor  in  any  please  to  insert  it  in  the  Gazette. 
of  the  post-mortem  examinations  of  I  am,  sir, 

children  who  died  of  dropsy  after  scar-  Your  obedient  servant, 

latina  during  the  epidemic  of  1839,  did  William  Pkettt^ 

I  notice  any  indication  of  inflammation       _  _        ,,  ^.^  .^.^^""^^^ 

of  the  endocardium,  though  Von  Am-       ^^^«^  Town,  July  28th,  1843. 
mon's  observations  prove  the  occasional        An  old  man,  in  a  fit  of  despondency, 

connection  of  the  two  diseases.    It  is,  attempted  self-destruction  by  cutting 

perhaps,  worthy  of  note  that  tubercle  his  throat  with  a  razor.    The  loss  of 

was  present  in  some  of  the  internal  blood  was  small;  the  wound  was  jagged, 

organs  in  all  the  tliree  fatal   cases,  and  of  considerable  size  in  front ;  Tespi- 

though    extensive    tubercular    disor-  ration  was  carried  on  partly  through  it, 

ganization  of  the  lungs  existed  only  in  and  the  voice  was  reduced  to  a  mere 

one    instance.     The   mother   of   M.  whisper.     Inflanunation  and  suppura- 

Thomas  was  affected  with  phthisis  At  tion  of  the  wounded  parts  supervened, 

the  time  when  she  brought  her  child  attended  with  fever  and  cerebral  a^c- 

to  me;  phthisis  was  hereditary  in  the  tion,  and  the  patient  died  about  the 

family  ot  G.  Cole,  and  the  boy  himself  eighth  or  tenth  day.    During  my  at- 

presented  all  the  peculiarities  of  the  tendance,  I  was  much  surprised  to  find 

strumous    habit    in   a   very    marked  that  fluids  introduced  into  the  mouth 

degree.  passed  freely  out  of  the  wound,  some- 

The  disease  docs  not  appear  to  be  times  attended  with,  and  sometimes  with- 

one  which  tends  to  an  immediately  out,  a  moderate  fit  of  coughing.    This 

fatal  issue,  though  its  sequels  in  the  circumstance  led  me  to  suspect  that  the 

child  as  well  as  in  the  adult  are  often  oesophagus  was  injured,  though  it  did 

rejy  distressing,  and  greatly  Morten  not  appear  so  upon  external  czamina* 
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tion.    I  believe  that  the  passage  of  THE  LATE  SIR  C.  NIGHTINGALE'S 
fluids  from  the  mouth  through  a  wound                              CASE 
in  the  throat  has  usually  been  consi- 
dered as  a  distinguishing  sign  of  an  

opening  having  been  effected  in  the        Ta  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
(jL*sophagus :    upon   examination  after  c 

dcatn  the  oesophagus  here  was  found  un-  ' 

injured.  I  have  not  seen,  in  any  former  I  beg  to  send  you  a  few  additional 
or  subsequent  case,  the  same  fact,  though  observations  upon  the  symptoms  which 
it  may  nave  been  observed  by  others,  attended  the  illness  of  the  late  Sir 
The  sensibility  of  the  glottis  and  the  Charles  Nightingale. — I  sim,  sir, 
power  of  swallowing  is  remarkably  Your  obedient  servant, 
continued  in  some  cases  of  disease,  Edwin  Lambert. 
when  all  other  ]3arts  have  seemed  to  Park  street,  Bath,  Aug.  13, 1S43. 
have  lost  their  imtabihty.  I  witnessed  ™,  ,.  ... 
lately  in  a  case  of  fever  which  proved  ^^^  ™"^^"«  secretion,  which  was  a 
fatal  after  forty-eight  hours  of  insensi.  promment  symptom  in  the  late  Sir  C. 
bility, accompanied wiai perfect relaxa-  -Nightingales  case,  appears  to  have 
tion  of  the  sphincter  m\iscles  of  the  :^"^i"  ^^T  iT^t^^tion  communicated 
bladder  and  rectum,  a  capability  to  *°.  '.^f  ^^^'^  ,P^e^"«  ?[,  ^^^''v^s  ^*^»<^h 
swallow  fluid  jelly,  and  to  cough  when  JP'n^sters  to  the  circulation  and  secre- 
any  small  portion  got  into  the  glottis,  ^^,^"t  ^^  ^^^  stomach,  whilst  Uie  con- 
till  within  one  hour  of  dissolution  stant  vomiting  and  panting  indicated 
taking  place.  ?,  similar  condition  of  that  portion  of 
The  few  particulars  of  this  case  the  spinal  cord  from  which  the  pneumo- 
of  cut-throat  I  have  written  from  S^^P^  ^^^  phrenic  nerves  take  iheir 
memory,  my  case-book  not  being  ongin.  ^  -  .,  ,  ,  ,  ,  .,. 
at  hand.  1  cannot  give  the  precise  ,,  ^f  ^i^^^^'  ^^^^o  be  struck  with 
situation  and  extent  of  the  injury,  but  1?^  fact  that  not  the  slightest  ves- 
believe  the  wound  was  inflicted  at  the  ^p  ^^,  disease  was  discoverable  m 
inferior  margin  of  the  thyroid  cartilage,  ^^"^  pyloric  onfice  or  mucous  mem- 
the  glottis  and  epiglottis  escapmg  ^^^^  ?/  the  stomach,  which  "was 
injury;  neithercan  I  positively  say  that  unusually  pale,"  and  this  profuse 
the  facte  of  impaired  deglutition,  great  secretion  generated  (not  the  acid  of 
loss  of  sensibility  in  the  glottis,  and  the  cardialgia,  or  alkaline  secretion  of 
passage  of  fluids  through  it  without  Pyf^^s)  without  any  evident  cause 
producing  great  inconvenience,  did  im-  existing  m  the  organ  itself.  Can  it, 
mediately  follow  the  receipt  of  the  in-  then,  be  attnbuted  to  any  other  cause 
jury,  but  of  this  I  am  certain,  that  soon  than  that  of  irritation  propagated  by 
after,  and  till  within  a  few  hours  of  "ervous  sympathy  ? 
death  occurring,  air  in  respiration,  and  ^  The  icy  coldness  of  the  hands,  which 
fluids  attempted  to  be  taken  by  the  oenoted  that  one  portion  of  the  spinal 
mouth,  passed  freely  through  the  m?":°w  had  lost  the  power  of  trans- 
wound  in  the  trachea.  I  allude  here  fitting  heat,  whilst  it  continued  to 
ixirticularly  to  time,  as  being,  perhaps,  exercise  a  very  feeble  influence  over 
one  way,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  the  circulating  powers,  and  the  con- 
particular  parte  injured,  of  accounting  sequent  secretion,  exhalation,  and  con- 
for  the  little  opposition  which  this  case  gestion,  vihich  the  post  mortem  exami- 
offers  to  the  conclusions  fairly  drawn  by  "*^tion  so  manifestly  displayed,  consti- 
Mr.  Erichsen  in  his  experiments  uiwn  ^"te  a  tram  of  phenomena  which  can 
the  trachea  of  the  dog,  and  inserted  in  ^U^y  ^?  explamed  by  the  assumption 
the  Medical  Gazbtte of  Julv  14th  last,  ^^  *"  irntant  poison  acting  upon  the 
and  which  I  have  read  With  much  nervous  and  circulating  systems. 
satisfaction  and  interest.  1  have  ^  I  will  now  mention  another  symptom 
thought  that  this  case  might  not  be  ^^  ^P*"^^  imtation,  omitted  m  my 
disadvantageously  connected  with  these  P^J^*^"^  narrative,  which  presented  it- 
expeiimento.  self  a  few  hours  before  death,    and 

although  not  observed  by  myself,  was 

communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Thomas 

""""  Nightingale,  the  son,  who  was  with  his 

father  a  short  time  beCot^  \^  ^^s«:^»c> 
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tion ;  viz.  the  continual  drawing  up  of    impToyeiiient,tobe really  efficacknis,  ra- 
the  legs,  which  evidently  proceeded    quire  not  merely  that  the  &cts  of  the 

from   spasmodic    contraction   of   the  case  he  stated,  but  that  the  best  meani 

flexor  muscles.  It  must  be  quite  obvious  ^      ,  •"*^'^>  *'"•'  "^^  "^  w«»»  *»««- 

to   the    pathological   observer,     that  o^  applying  the  required  remedies  be 

neither  the  partial  disorganization  of  accurately  conceived  and  pointed  oat : 

the  liver  (its  nature  is  not  described)  or  the  understanding  may  be  cooTinecd 

"  Bri^ht's  disease"  of  the  kidney  were  i        ^^^^  prejudice  and  apathy  aie 
sutncient  to  destroy  life,  and  as  no         °      ,      n_  .  j-  j      ^i_ 

other  viscera  are  said  to  be  organically  removed.     Prejudice  and  apathy  ara 

diseased,  we  can  only  account  for  deatn  mentioned  together,  for  they  are  Mfi 

by  violence   inflicted  on   the   spinal  to  exist  at  the  same  time,  though  th^ 

marrow  and  circulation,  through  the  ^re  found  in  very  diflferent  classes  of 

'^^:i ^{r'^Z'iT^c:^o?Z  Pe-"'.  -d  the  eager  philanthn.p»t 

slightest  tendency  to  haemorrhage  from  too  often  finds  that  after  he  has  suc- 

the  bowels  during  any  sta^e  of  the  dis-  ceeded  in  convincing  the  prejudiced, 

order,  but  he  complained  of  much  irrita-  big  benevolent  schemes  are  still  more 

tion  about  the  rectum.  I  saw  one  alvine  ^^„^u:„„i„  fV,™-**.;!  i>«  !>;»  ^^..^.w. 

evacuationontheFriday,  of  a  perfectly  provolungly  thwarted  by  his  converts 

healthy  consistence,   but  of  a   dark  gradually  fallmg  mto  the  ranks  of  the 

colour;  its  discolouration,  however,  was  indiflferent ;  so  that  those  on  whom  he 

not  owing  to  the  presence  of  blood;  counted  as  able  coadjutors,  if  he  could 

probably  to  extraneous  matter.  _„^^  •^•^^^^  ♦i,-.;,   ^^^^^az.*^     .a«. 

^  Ihavi  now,  in  conclusion,  to  thank  ^^'_^  '^^T^^  their   prqudi^    ate- 

you,  sir,  for  the  space  you  have  afforded  ^^rds  disappomt  hun  by  their  indif- 

me  in  your  Gi^zETTE  for  the  foregoing  ference,  and  require  the  exertion  of  all 

observations.     The   threats   and  an-  his  energies  to  give  them  a  fneh  im- 

noyance    which   1  have  experienced,  petus  in  the  right  direction, 

and  the  abuse    with   which  I    have  *^  r^  '          i        *.  j.            i_x         ^^ 

been  assailed,  because  I  have  come  ^'  ^  ^^'^^^  °^^  *^  ^^^'^  ^  *»«* 

forward  in  the  cause  of  truth  and  jus-  that  a  prejudice  has  existed  in  England 

tice,  have  urged  me  on,  upon  this  as  it  against  bathing.    This  assertion  may 

would  upon  any  future  occasion,  with  gurpHse  those  who  are  thoroughly  ac- 

more  resolute  energy,  to  promote  mves-  .  ^  •>      •*!.  ^u                  j             ^  , 

tigation,  and  to  pursue  that  straight-  q^a^nted  with  the  many  and  powerful 

forward  course,  which,  for  the  sake  of  arguments  which  have  lately  been  used 

my  own  character,  as  well  as  for  the  by  popular  writers  to  prove  its  value ; 

honour  of  the  profession  to  which  I  ^ut  it  will  not  surprise  those  who  le- 

belong,  I  am  determined  never  to  de-  ^^^x^^  ^^^  ^„««^«  :^  ™i,;^u  ;*.  -«.- 

nart  from  meml)er  the  manner  in  wnicn  it  was 

________________^^  Spoken  of  in  their  youth  and  boyhood, 

or,  what  may  have  made  less  impres- 
MEDICAL  GAZETTE.        sion,  the  silence  maintained  on  the 

Friday,  August  18,  1843.  ^^^J^^'  ^^  ^^^«^  ^"  authority.    It  was 

spoken  of  as  a  boyish  pastime  of  more 

than  usual  danger,  and  on  that  account 

^;;i'l^rtn"Hf;:.^rrrv»l^  «ther  almost  prohibited  altogether  by 

publicum  fit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuso."  the  Sterner  sort;  connived  at,  but  not 

CicBBo.  recogijiged,  by  the  more  indulgent;  or 

invested  with  so  many  perils,  and 
BATHING.  fenced  round  with  so  many  cautions,  aa 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  subject  bearing  to  form  quite  a  memorable  exception  to 
on  public  health  which  requires  more  the  sports  which  were  permitted  or  en- 
unceasing  efforts  6n  the  part  of  the  couraged.  The  most  expert  swimmers  in 
journalist,  than  the  personal  habits  of  our  younger  days,  we  remember  to  have 
the  wori&ing  classes.    Efforts  for  their  been  also  cunning  in  devices  for  con- 
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cealing  all  traces  of  their  prowess;  and  hand,  and  human  ignorance  on  the 
boys  who,  for  '*  headers,"  and  deep  other,  all  manner  of  half  wisdoms  and 
divings,  had  been  the  envy  of  their  unwisdoms,  of  appetites,  passions,  and 
comrades,  became  equally  notorious  for  self-denials,  of  convictions  and  preju- 
fishing  up  plausible  excuses  to  ac-  dices,  jostle  one  another  in  contending 
count  for  lank  hair  and  a  wet  for  partial  and  temporary  dominion 
pocket  -  handkerchief.  But  this  is  over  the  mind  and  the  habits  of  man. 
changed;  professorships  of  swimming  It  is  true,  in  fact,  that  many  dangers 
have  been  established  at  Eton,  and  beset  civilized  man  when  he  yields  to 
prizes  are  annually  swum  for  in  the  his  natural  instinct  for  cold  immersion ; 
Serpentine  river,  by  the  members  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  from  the 
of  a  swimming  society  and  their  pupils,  gradual  observation  of  these  has  been 
''apparent  ran  nan  tes  in  gurgitevasto;*'  compiled  a  commination  against  cold 
and  so  &r  as  cold  bathing  goes,  matters  bathing  in  general,  wliich,  however 
are  improving.  For  this  progress  we  wise  and  well  meaning  in  its  origin, 
are  much  indebted  to  the  Messrs.  has  been  repeated  in  the  ears  of  the 
Chambers  of  Edinburgh,  to  the  con-  vulgar  till  it  has  caused  more  evils  than 
ductors  of  the  Penny  Magazine,  and  it  averted.  In  composing  this,  the  pro- 
other  directors  of  the  public  taste.  The  fessors  of  physic  have  doubtless  had 
publications  intended  for  the  working  their  share;  and  as  they  have  borne 
classes,  it  will  be  observed,  are  in  their  part  at  all  times  in  pointing  out 
reality  chiefly  bought  and  read  by  those  what  was  good  for  mankind,  and  what 
much  above  them ;  a  very  small  pro-  was  evil,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge, 
portion  indeed,  of  those  to  whom  they  so  it  has  happened  that,  as  this  know- 
were  professedly  addressed,  being  yet  ledge  happened  to  be  founded  on  more 
in  a  condition  to  purchase  them  for  or  less  accurate  bases,  it  must  have 
want  of  means,  or  to  benefit  by  them  varied  in  value  with  the  justness  of  the 
for  want  of  education.  The  removal  prevailiug  theories.  But  in  our  day 
of  nearly  all  social  prejudices  is  effected  medical  men  are  not  generally  alarmists 
fromabove  downwards,  and  that  against  on  the  subject  of  cold  bathing;  their 
cold  bathing  is  no  exception  to  the  tendency  is  perhaps  the  other  way;  and 
general  rule.  It  must  not  be  imagined  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  Priessnitz 
thatthedownward  progress  of  common  and  Father  Mathew  have  indirectly 
sense  on  this  subject,  through  the  mid-  excited  an  indiscriminating  fanaticism 
dlingclasses,  has  been  an  easy  matter,  or  in  favour  of  cold  water  amongst  those 
that  it  has  taken  place  as  yet  to  any  who  should  not  have  been  led,  in  any 
great  extent  Indeed,  as  an  occasional  curative  or  hygienic  doctrine,  beyond 
plunge  into  cold  water  is  one  of  the  eclectic  sobriety, 
natnraloecurrencesof  field  labour,  and  The  hot  bath  in  this  country  is 
even  one  of  the  instincts  of  human  seldom  meddled  with  by  the  lower 
natoie,  whatever  prejudices  may  exist  orders,  but,  like  parturition,  has  been 
against  it  must  have  been  artificially  surrounded  with  so  many  real  and 
inculcated;  and  we  do  find  such,  ac-  imaginary  dangers  as  not  to  be  under- 
cordingly,  stronger  and  more  universal  gone  without  the  advice  and  assistance 
in  the  middle  than  in  the  lowest  ranks  of  the  faculty ;  and  we  should  be  sorry 
of  life— 4n  cities  than  in  the  country —  to  say  any  thing  which  should  lead  our 


wbileamongst  philosophers  and  savages  compatriots,  in  their  present  artificial 
it  exists  not  at  all.  Between  these  two  state  of  life,  to  consider  the  doing 
cxticmesi  of  human  wisdom  on  the  one    without  us  in  either  case  other  than  as 
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a  piece  of  hasardoas  eccentricity^  which,  other  members  of  afiunUy  wben  it  would 
though  occasionally  indulged  in  with  not  be  ventored  on,  or  could  not  be 
impunity y  is  not  often  to  be  attempted,  taken  by  a  patient.    One  cauHoa  is 
Healthy  people  may  of  course  do  many  especially   needful ;    ezperienee    his 
things  without  immediate,  or  even  dis«  abundantly  proved  that  a  cold  bath  in 
tant,  ill  consequences,  which  would  be  a  cold  place  is  seldom  followed  by  corn- 
fatal  to  invalids;  but  a  knowledge  of  fortable    sensations.     We    should  be 
the  powers  of  the  hot  bath  for  good  careful,  therefore,  to  warn  inexperienced 
and  for  evil  is  far  from  universal  even  bathers  on  this  head,  as,  even  if  health 
amongst  ourselves  ;   and   as   for  the  be  not  thereby  injured,  a  disagreeable 
laity,  it  is  certain  they  often  do  mis*  impression  of  the  bath  is  acquired,  and 
chief  by  its  imprudent  use.    We  are,  the    habit  of   bathing  rendered  less 
l)erhaps,  from  the  little  knowledge  we  likely  to  be  acquired.    One  reason  why 
possess,  too  timid ;  those  who  are  quite  the  higher  classes  are  so  beneficially 
ignorant,  if  fond  of  the  hot  bath  as  a  addicted  to  cold  ablation, even  through- 
remedy  or  a  luxury,  too  careless — "  fools  out  the  winter,  is  that  they  are  careful, 
rush  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread."  in  cold  weatlier,  to  take  their  bath  in  a 
Of  one  thing  we  may  be  quite  sure,  warm  room,  or  to  dry  the  body  near  a 
that  by  inculcating  systematically  and  fire ;  the  chill  is  therelore  confined  to 
repeatedly  the  habit  of  cold  ablution  the  time  of  immersion, and  the  reaction 
as  a  rule,  we  shall  do  great  good  in  the  is  immediate  and  complete, 
middling  and  lower  classes  of  society —       The  judicious  remarks  on  the  sab- 
we  shall  gradually  acquire  a  knowledge  ject  of  bathing  by  that  veteran  advocate 
of  those  cases  in  which  it  is  prejudicial,  of  ablution.  Dr.  James  Johnson,  can 
or  where  more  than  ordinary  caution  never  be   read  withocit   pleasure   by 
is  required  in  its  use ;  and  we  shall  those  who  are  impressed  with  the  im- 
prepare  the  way  for  total  immersion  portauce  of  this  subject.    The  Doctor's 
whenever  such  a  practice  shall  have  enthusiasm,  while  in  £axicy  sporting 
become  desired  by  the  **  million,"  and  with  the  nymphs,  is  quite  refreshi^; 
rendered  practicable  and  easy  for  their  and  it  need  hardly  be  said  that  personal 
adoption.    At  present,  it  is  neither  the  experience   will   form    the    strongest 
one  nor  the  other,  but  is   becoming  recommendation,  one  which  no  gentk- 
morc  so,  if  we  may  judge  from  certain  man,  and  therefore,  it  may  be  hoped, 
symptoms  lately  observed.    These  are  no  medical  practitioner  of   this    day 
a  manifest  increase  in  the  number  of  can    be    without.     We    are    not    afl 
baths  in  the  metropolis,  a  lowering  of  prepared    to    admit    the    arguments 
the  prices,  so  that  a  tepid  **  mechanic's  of  the  teetotallers,  and  therefore  may 
bath,"  as  it  is  called,  may  be  procured  decline    to    practise    the    abstinence 
in  Holbom  for  fourpcnce ;  and  lastly,  they  insist  on ;    but  in    the    copious 
the  swimming  schools  alluded  to  above,  application  of  water  externally,  it  would 
It  would  be  a  good  plan  for  those  who  be  well  to  practise  what  we  preach, 
think  bathing  important,  to  provide  and  to  preach  it  earnestly  because  we 
themselves  with  a  few  bath  tickets,  practise  it  diligently, 
which  may  be  procured  at  a  reduction        The  visiter  to  the  Cartoons  in  West- 
on the  price  of  a  single  bath,  and  dis-  minster  Hall  cannot  fail  to  have  been 
tribute  them  judiciously  amongst  the  pleased  with  the  intelligence  and  good 
working  classes,  to  whom  they  are  an  conduct  shown  by  some  of  the  poorest 
acceptable  present.  A  bath  might  oflen  of  his  fellow-critics.    The  hygeist  will 
be  recommended  us  a  prophylactic  to  wish   that  some  clear-headed,  keen- 
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scented  legislator,  would  discorer  that  rary  diieiM  ytrnkmOj,  at  Inst  Im  does  not 

such  men  could  also  appreciate  ch«^  rT^di^E  «d  .^^'oftSi,S 

nay,  gratuitous,  bathing,  if  part  of  the  ^^  |,c  goon  recovered,  but  be  baa  ever  since 

noble  river  which  flows  through  their  been  snbject  to  congh  in  the  winter,  and  in 

capital  could  be  warmed  and  purified  damp  weather ;    slight  expectoration,  and 

.  ^        ,                            ^T     1 3  fi.  sometimes  pain  in  the  chest  and  tightness  of 

for  such  a  purpose.    Would  the  ex-  breathing. 

l)ense  be  much  greater  than  that  of  Dr.  The  present  attack  may  be  said  to  have 

Reid's  airing  apparatus,  and  would  the  commenced  about  eight  weeks  unce,  when 

...      ,        t».  \              11       n     «  A  he  was  seized  with  sudden  giddiness,  and 

public    benefit    be    much   less?     "A  partial  loss  of  consciousness,  also  hU  speech 

(liiestion  to  be  asked.*'  was  impeded,  and  his  left  arm  and  leg  were 


very  weak  ;  he  drank  some  brandy  and  water, 

PPT  T  OWFQ'  ri  INIPAT    PRT7P  ^^^  recovered  in  half  an  hour,  and  remained 

I ELLOWES    CLINICAL  PRIZE  ^^y  ^.^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^len  he  had  ano- 

REPORTS.  ther  attack  whilst  he  was  engaged  at  his  work 

By  Alfred  J.  Tapson.  J^P'°»  forwards.    He  was  now  insensible 

-.  .       .^   ^  „      „ ts^t  ,.<<i  for  a  mmute  or  two,  and  on  this,  as  well  as  oa 

University  College  Ho^iita!,  1842.  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^„  ^^„ 

[Continued  ftom  p.  687.]  considerably  to  the  right  side.     Since  this 

""""^  attack  he  has  kept  his  bed ;  has  been  very 

Case  1^\ .—Hemiplegia  et  Tubereula  Pul-  drowsy,  and  his  sight  and  memory  have  suf- 

monum.—TAe/orm€r  treated  by  cupping,  f^^^  ^^^^ ;  he  has  not  been  sick. 

purging,  eantharidet,  8fc.  with  eontide-        Present  symptoms.— He  has  no  pain  in 

rable  benefit.  the  head,  but  feels  rather  giddy ;  the  face  is 

George  P ,  ct.  54,  admitted  May  21,  d»^  ^  t^  "«!»*  «de ;  the  left  side  is  flat- 

1842,  under  Dr.  Williams  :  a  man  of  very  ^ned ;  the  tongue  when  protruded  deviates 
moderate  conformation  and  sanguine  tem-  to  the  left ;  speech  is  very  imperfect  and 
pcrament;  is  a  watchmaker.  His  habits  have  ^<^^  (perhaps  part  of  this  U  due  to  ^ 
been  tolerably  regular,  excepting  a  great  ^^^^  ot  taking  large  quantities  of  snuff.) 
addiction  to  venery,  although  he  is  married  He  can  move  the  shoulder  and  arm  of  the 
and  has  had  18  children  by  his  wife.  His  ^^  »<1«  <^^^  ^  ^^  elbow,  but  not  below, 
fatiier  died  of  consumption.  He  has  sus-  "^d  cannot  move  the  fingers  at  all ;  the  arm 
tained  several  bodily  injuries  at  different  J"»K«  lifcl««»  m  it  were,  from  the  dhows, 
times,  which  we  mention  as  tiiey  may  tiirow  ^^  ^  allowed  to  hang  down  gets  swelled 
some  Ught  on  tiie  cause  of  tiie  present  dis-  "»d  dark  coloured  ;  he  can  bend  tiie  tiiigh 
eases :  thus,  when  six  years  old,  he  had  his  on  the  trunk,  and  the  leg  on  the  thigh,  but 
skull  fractured  over  the  left  temple  by  a  cannot  move  the  toes ;  sensation  b  not  im^ 
blow  against  a  tea-kettie ;  about  fourteen  P^ed  in  eitiier  limb,  but  the  whole  of  the 
years  ago  he  had  a  severe  blow  on  the  upper  ^^  »de  feels  colder  than  the  right ;  pulse 
and  back  part  of  Uie  head,  m  which  situation  ^^»  ^^*  "»<*  *^e  patient  feels  weak;  the 
there  is  stiU  a  sweUing,  and  ever  smoe  this  tongue  is  rether  white ;  appetite  moderate ; 
he  has  been  subject  to  headache  and  ooca-  bowels  costive ;  urine  pale  and  retiier  scanty, 
sional  giddiness:  the  pain,  he  says,  was  PAy#i«i/ «^im.— The  left  side  of  tiie  chest 
always  worse  in  cold  weaUier,  and  was  in-  ^ores  less  in  inspiration  ;  the  right  side  is 
creased  by  stooping :  he  had  a  third  blow  fattened  under  the  clavicle,  and  in  this 
on  tiie  head  about  two  years  ago  by  ftdling  situation  the  sound  on  percussion  is  de- 
backwards.  Again,  he  says  that  thirty-three  cidcdly  duller  than  on  the  left  side,  and  there 
years  ago  he  strained  his  right  side  by  ^  ^  corresponding  didness  on  the  supra- 
lifting  a  heavy  shutter,  and  has  since  fre-  »cap«bir  /ossa.     The  breath  sound  is  bron- 

qucntly  had  pain  in  Uiat  side.     Nine  years  ^^  ^^J^^f  ^c  "«H'  ""^V^V  f"  u  "  ^V^ 

sgo  he  had  an  attack  of  pleurisy,  caught  by  «?der  tiie  left,  and  tiiere  is  sbght  broncho- 

sleeping  in  damp  clotiies,  and  after  he  re-  V'^onj  under  botii. 

covered  his  legs  and  feet  used  to  swell  con-        Applioetur  Cucurb.    cruent.  nuchn    ad 

stantiy  for  a  a  short  time.     Lastiy,  he  says,  ^riij. 

that  some  time  afterwards,  when  he  awoke        9>  Ol.  Crotonis,  TTIJ. ;  Micse  Panis,  q.  s. 

one  morning,  he  brought  up  more  than  a  ft*  pilula  omni  nocte  sumend. 

pint  of  oMgulated  blood,  of  rather  a  dark        24tii.-.The  bowehi  have  been  weU  opened ; 

colour,    m  foUowing  moroing  he  vomit^  ^^^ne  scanty  and  turbid,  but  readUy  cleared 

iW  hdf  a  pmt    of    flmd    blood,   much  ^     y^^^  J  y^     „i^  acid-reaction   acid; 

brighterm  colour,  and  for  several  days  he  specific  grarity  1024. 

continued  to  spit  up  small  quantities  of  '^  . 

blood,  without  having  any  cough  ;  he  had        Sumat  pil.  om.  altem&  mane. 

not  had  any  symptoms  of  gastric  or  puImo>        ^  Tinct,  CvaAian^.XVVvi  .\  Tvari^«>^^^^- 
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cyami,  Itixx. ;  PotassK  Uq.  ttlxx. ; 
Mist.  Camph.  f|j.  Ft.  haust.  ter  die 
aumendua.  Nnchae  admoT.  emplaat* 
Canth. 

25th. — ^The  blister  rose  well;  to-day  he 
can  raise  the  arm  a  little  higher ;  he  feels  a 
pain  running  along  the  arm  from  the  elbow 
to  the  fingers;  cannot  move  these  at  all; 
the  temperature  in  the  left  axilla  is  nearly  a 
degree  of  Fahrenheit  lower  than  in  the  right 
axilla ;  pulse  54,  weak. 

28th. — Still  very  drowsy;  he  sleeps  at 
least  fourteen  out  of  the  twenty-four  hours ; 
he  has  a  little  pain  over  the  left  temple  to- 
day, and  the  left  eye  is  suffused ;  the  memory 
is  worse,  he  says,  than  it  was  yesterday,  and 
he  feels  confused;  pulse  64,  still  weak;  the 
pills  gripe  him  a  good  deal,  but  do  not 
purge  him. 

Auge  01.  Crotonis  ad  ttpj. 

30th. — ^Thc  bowels  were  freely  purged 
yesterday  by  the  pill.  The  voluntary  move- 
ments are  scarcely  at  all  improved,  and  the 
head  feels  rather  confused.  He  states  that 
when  he  awakes  in  the  morning  he  frequently 
finds  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  contracted ; 
and  it  was  noticed  that  if  the  foot  was 
tickled  the  toes  were  moved  readily,  and 
when  he  yawns  the  fingers  are  stretched  out, 
and  sometimes  firmly  closed  involuntarily. 
In  passing  his  urine  he  feels  some  little 
difficulty  at  first,  but  when  it  once  begins  to 
flow  there  is  no  further  difficulty. 

Slst. — He  complains  of  headache  still, 
and  feels  more  confused  over  the  left  temple, 
and  is  very  drowsy ;  the  left  eye  is  a  good 
deal  injected ;  the  pulse  is-  only  48,  but  full 
and  prolonged  ;  the  tongue  rather  more 
furred,  and  he  has  no  appetite ;  the  bowels 
are  open. 

Applioetur  C.  C.  tempori  sinistro  ad  f|vj. ; 
Auge  Tinct.  Canth.  ad  n^xx. 

June  1st. — Feels  much  relieved  since  the 
cupping ;  has  no  headache,  no  confbsion  of 
ideas,  no  suffusion  of  the  eye,  and  looks 
better  altogether ;  tongue  cleaner ;  pulse  48 ; 
was  able  to  bend  his  toes  a  little  this  morning 
for  a  short  time,  and  moves  the  leg  rather 
better. 

4th. — Much  better  in  health ;  head  quite 
clear ;  pulse  52 ;  is  able  to  walk  about  more 
easily,  but  cannot  move  the  arm  any  better. 

7tfa. — Feels  stronger  ;  appetite  good  ; 
poise  50,  weak. 

Fun  diet. 

9th.— Improving ;  he  can  raise  the  arm 
better,  and  can  partly  flex  some  of  the 
fingers,  but  cannot  extend  them  again ;  ha 
more  power  over  the  toes. 

11th.-— Health  pretty  good;  pulse  5«, 
rather  small  and  weak ;  Um  left  aide  of  the 
cheat  still  moves  less  than  the  right  when  a 


deep  inspiration  is  taken ;  he  can  move  the 
arm  more  freely,  and  also  can  flex  the  iingRi 
better,  but  cannot  extend  them ;  and  whea 
the  arm  is  held  out  with  the  palm  of  tiie 
hand  downwards  the  hand  fidls ;  he  can  also 
move  the  leg  and  flex  the  toes  better,  but 
cannot  raise  the  toes,  and  when  he  walks  the 
foot  drags  on  the  gronnd.  He  oontiniKS  to 
take  the  croton  oil  pills  every  other  nKMimg, 
and  the  cantharides  dfanghta  as  ordered: 
the  urine  is  abundant  and  clear  except  wfan 
the  pills  are  taken  ;  then  the  nrine  is  more 
scanty,  and  watery  stools  are  produced. 

Ordered  to  have  a  splint  applied  akog 
the  palmar  sur&oe  of  the  fore-^mn  sod 
hand. 

I7th. — Gainiog  strength  and  looks  better 
in  the  face ;  he  can  wafii  a  little  without  a 
stick  I  can  bend  the  fore-arm  better,  and 
can  flex  all  the  fingers  pretty  well,  bat  is  not 
able  to  straighten  them  again ;  complains  of 
pain  extending  along  the  fore-arm. 

2l8t. — Feels  stronger  and  looks  more 
cheerful ;  has  been  allowed  to  go  out  for  a 
short  walk ;  can  raise  the  arm  up  to  the 
head,  and  flexes  the  fore-arm  and  fingers 
more  strongly,  but  cannot  extend  the  fingeis 
3ret ;  he  has  more  strength  in  the  ^g,  and 
can  extend  the  foot  better. 

Auge  Tinct.  Canth.  ad  itlxxT. 

24th. — ^The  tongue  does  not  deviate  much 
now  when  protruded ;  speech  still  ratiier  in- 
distinct ;  this  arises,  he  sajrs,  finom  hia  month 
fiUlng  with  water  when  he  apeaks  ;  pvilse 
54;  he  still  has  a  little  difficulty  at  fint 
when  he  attempts  to  pass  his  water ;  cannot 
extend  the  fingers  yet ;  he  can  bend  the  foot 
upwards  on  the  leg,  but  cannot  extend  the 
toes  by  themselves. 

28th.-^Much  the  same. 

Omittatur  haustus. 

9,  Tinct.  Canth.  n|,xxx. ;  Aquse  Meotfa. 
Pip.  fjiss.  f.  haustus  ter  die  somendns. 

30th. — ^The  left  arm  ordered  to  be  electri- 
fied daily. 

July  2d. — Moves  the  hand  better  than  be 
has  done  at  all;  was  able  to  extend  the 
fingers  in  the  morning. 

Omittantur  Pilulse. 

R  Rl.  Cambog.  C.  gr.  vj.  omni  nocte 
sumend. 

July  5th. — He  complains  that  he  has 
pain  in  the  left  shoulder,  and  that  it  feels 
very  weak.  He  has  not  been  able  to  extend 
the  fingers  since  the  2d  inst. 

8th. — Feels  quite  well,  except  being  weak ; 
the  general  appearance  much  improved; 
pnlae  68 ;  stiU  has  pain  in  the  left  shoalder 
and  arm ;  can  move  the  toes  much  better ; 
is  able  to  raise  them  without  raising  the 
whole  foot.  The  pill  does  not  keep  his 
boweb  open. 
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Sumantur  duo  pilalse  omni  nocte.  Tolimtary  muscles  on  the  left  side  of  the 

12th.-Walk.  better ;  stUl  has  pahi  in  the  ^^  \^'!^^  ^  7^  *^T^K*^'^^  itl 

the  arm;  bowels  regular.  pVota^,  dented  to  the  left  side,  riiewing 
Humero  simstro  appbc.  Empl.   CanOi.  that  the  left  side  was  paralysed.    And  sup- 
quatuor  poUices  longum,  duo  lat.  posing  the  paralysis  not  to  be  complete,  we 
14th.— Pain  much  the  same;  the  blister  "^y  iUustrate  the  canse  of  the  deviation  to 
did  not  rise  weU.  ^^  left  or  paralysed  side  by  oomparmg  it 
Omitt.  pil.  ^^  ^  Breguet's  thermometer,  in  which  the 
„.              ,  unequal  expansion  of  two  metals  soldered 
9,  Ext.  Col.  C.  gr.  viy.    Ft.  pil.  omni  together  produces  a  nmilar  deviation  when 
nocte  sum.  heated.     His  si^t  and  memory  were  also 
19th.— Looks  and  feels  quite  weU,  but  impaired  considerably;  the  left  side  of  the 
still  has  the  pain  in  the  arm ;  the  bowels  are  ^^^i^  moved  less  than  the  right,  and  the 
a  little  purged  by  the  pill.     Physical  signs  «rm  and  leg  were  paralysed,  especially  the 
noticed  again  to-day  i  the  sound  on  perous-  ^^^^  ^^  o^  «a«^  !»»'>•      Sensation  was 
sion  dull  under  the  right  clavicle,  and  the  P«rfect  ^^  '^  *1m»«  P»rts,  but  the  tempera- 
respiratory  murmur  has  a  tubular  character,  ^^^  ^"^  diminished,  and  the  circulation  was 
almost  cavernous,  and  attended  with  a  sub-  imperfectly  carried  on,  as  evidenced  by  the 
mucous  rhonchus ;  loud  vocal  resonance  also  dark  colour  and  the  swelling  when  depen- 
in  the  same  situation :  under  the  left  clavicle  dent. 

the  breath  sound  is  tubular,  but  less  so  than  ^^  ^^  ^ot  appear  that  the  involuntary 

on  the  right ;  the  voice  also  too  resonant ;  muscles  had  suffered,  unless  the  slight  diffi- 

percnssion  is  dull  in  the  right  supra-scapular  culty  at  firat  in  attempting  to  evacuate  the 

fossa.  bladder  be  attributed  to  this  cause.     And 

Rep.  Empl.  Canth.  humero.  ^^  involuntary  movemento  of  the  voluntary 

Sumat  Pil.  Ck,l.  C.  gr.  v.  tentum  omni  !?lf  !J  ^^f^J^  T^^^-  P'^^f'  ^  ^^ 

^                       ^  nckung  the  foot,  and  as  m  yawnmg. 

We  may  now  ask,  what  was  the  patho- 

21st. — ^The    blister    rose  well,  and  has  logical  sUte  of  the  cerebro-spinal  axis  on 

relieved  the  pain  in  the  shoulder ;  but  he  which  these  symptoms  depended  ?    We  see 

still  feels  pain  in  the  forearm ;  pulse  70 ;  at  once,  from  the  paralysis  of  the  hce,  and 

bowelsopen;  urineplentiful,  dear,  and  he  very  the  affection  of  the  memory  and  sight,  and 

seldom  experiences  any  difficulty  in  passing  it.  temporary  loss  of  consciousness,  in  addition 

23d. — Moves  both  the  leg  and  the  arm  to  the  paralysis  of  the  limbs,  that  they 

very  much  better ;  the  hand  feels  warmer ;  depended  on  some  lesion  within  the  cranium, 

still  has  pain  in  the  forearm,  and  occasionally  In  order  to  ascertain  what  this  wss,  we  refer 

in  the  shoulder.  to  the  history  of  the  attack,  and  we  there 

28th. — General  health  good ;  Bleeps  well,  find  that  he  had  had  four  distinct  fits,  u 

and  not  so  heavily  as  he  did ;  walks  more  they  might  be  called.     The  first  of  these 

firmly  on  the  left  leg ;  cannot  move  the  arm  was  apparently  relieved  by  his  drinking  a 

well,  from  the  pain  in  the  shoulder  and  glass  of  brandy  and  water,  and  the  second 

elbow.  and  third  passed  off  spontaneously.     It  was 

9,  Uq.  Ammon.  fty. ;  OUi  OMv«,  Old  ?""  2^"»  that  ttese  conld  only  have 

TeiSbinth.  «u  fji.    M.  ft.  link;,  quo  f^f^  "*"  JT*  temporary  condition  of 

fricetur  humenJnocte  maneqae.  the  br«n  j  and  the  only  condition,  a.  far  a. 

^  we  know,  that  would  cause  these  symptoms. 

He  was  discharged  a  few  days  after  this,  and  which  would  itself   be    likely  to  be 

greatly  relieved :  he  could  walk  pretty  well,  relieved  by  a  stimulant,  is  congestion  of  the 

and  move  the  arm  much  better ;  and  we  vessels  of  the  brain,  depending,  probably, 

have  since  met  him  in  the  streete,  looking  either  on  some  trifling  obstruction  to  the 

quite  well,  but  walking  rather  lame,  and  the  circulation,  or  00  a  loss  of  tone  in  the  coats 

arm  was  still  very  weidL.  of  the  vessels ;  but  on  either  of  these  sup- 
positions it  is  difficult  to  explain  the  sudden- 

Rbii A&K8. — ^Adopting  the  same  plan  in  ness  of  the  congestion.     If  we  believe  that 

this  u  in  other  cases  where  there  has  been  the  brandy  and  water  had  a  good  effect  here, 

more  than  one  disease,  we  shall  notice,  firat,  it  may  be  asked,  should  we  be  warranted  in 

the  paralysis,  and  secondly,  the  tnberdes  in  ordering  it  in  a  case   presenting    similar 

the  lungs ;  and  combine  with  each  so  mudi  symptoms  ?    We  can  hanlly  think  that  we 

of   the   previous   history  and    subsequent  should,  on  account  of  the  difficulty,  if  not 

resnlte  u  belong  to  it.  impossibility,  of  knoiring  at  the  time  that 

The  symptoms  on  the  patient's  admission  there  is  only  congestion,  and  not  haemorrhage. 

were  those  of  partial  paralysis  of  all  the  It  appeara  that  the  last  fit  came  on  similarly 


750  FSLLOWES'  CLINICAL  PRIZB  REPORTS. 

to  the  othersy  but  was  more  severe ;  and  its  common  sttuation,  vis.  in  the  oorpoiitriatam 
effects  were  permanent,  shewing  that  now  or  thalamus  opticus, 
there  was  something  besides  congestion  of  In  considering  the  treatment  for  such  i 
the  brain.  This  fit,  like  the  preceding  ones,  case,  it  should  have  refereoce  to  Uie  caax, 
might  have  depended  on  congestion,  in  whenever  this  can  be  aacertained.  Nov 
the  first  Instance ;  bat  now,  instead  of  here  it  was  believed  to  be  oongestioa,  nd 
passing  off  as  before,  it  in  all  probability  the  symptoms  seemed  to  indicate  that, 
terminated  in  hsomorrhage  into  the  brain,  although  hBmorrfaage  mi^t  kave  ooearrd, 
and  thus  caused  the  permanent  paralysis  of  there  still  was  some  congestion;  Uood-letti^ 
one  side  of  the  body.  Had  he  in  this  attack  therefore,  was  indicated ;  and  as  he  wm 
taken  brandy  and  water,  it  would  have  been  weak,  local  blood-letting  by  cnpinng  vm 
almost  sure  to  increase  the  effusion  of  blood,  tieemed  most  advisable,  and  only  to  a  satiD 
and  might  thereby  have  caused  fatal  effects ;  amount.  The  bowels  being  ooattve,  the 
and  yet  there  was  no  additional  symptom  at  next  thing  was  to  purge  theae  freely,  wfai^ 
the  time  to  prove  the  existence  of  anything  was  done  by  croton  oiL  Theae  remedici 
beyond  congestion.  soon  relieved  the  more  important  of  the 
We  have  been  speaking  of  congestion  as  symptoms  from  tiie  head  for  a  time,  bat,  si 
the  cause  of  the  attacks ;  but  tlus  itself  must  is  often  the  case,  a  slight  reaction  oecuned 
have  a  cause,  like  every  thing  else.  Was  after  a  few  days,  which  was  imaaedistclj 
there,  then,  any  apparent  cause  here  ?  To  relieved  after  a  few  days  by  cupping  over  the 
anfiwer  this  we  go  still  further  back  in  his  left  temple,  where  the  pain  now  was.  The 
history ;  and  we  find  that  he  had  sustained  remedy  that  was  ordered  more  immedistdy 
several  ii^uries  of  the  head  at  various  times ;  to  act  on  the  nervous  system  was  cantharides: 
and  one  of  these,  viz.  the  severe  blow  on  the  the  tincture  was  given,  in  doses  of  |||^xv. 
upper  part  of  the  back  of  the  head,  was  gradually  increased  to  f^.  three  times  a 
stated  by  Dr.  Williams  to  have  been  very  day,  in  combination  with  an  alkali  and  hea- 
probably  connected  with  it :  ho  said  it  was  bane.  The  latter  was  omitted  after  some 
just  the  kind  of  injury  to  produce  disordered  time,  as  it  seemed  to  cause  headadie ;  at  all 
circulation  in  the  head :  he  had  seen  many  events  the  headache  ceased  when  this  was 
similar  cases ;  and  the  occasional  giddiness  left  off.  Counter-irrijtation  was  also  used 
and  frequent  headache  since  he  received  this  after  the  cupping.  After  a  few  dajrs  weak- 
blow  confirm  this  view.  The  injury  was  ness  was  the  most  prominent  general  symp- 
probably  slight ;  but  a  slight  injury  of  this  torn ;  he  was  accordingly  ordered  Inll  diet 
kind,  persisting,  may  lead  to  much  more  After  this  there  was  no  very  important 
serious  consequences.  There  were  other  change  made  in  the  treatment ;  the  purga- 
causes  which  might  have  aided  in  producing  tive  was  changed,  and  local  meana  were  used 
congestion :  thus  the  habit  of  taking  enor-  to  remove  pains,  apparently  rhenmatic,  in 
mous  quantities  of  snuff  may  have  assisted ;  the  shoulder  and  arm.  A  splint  was  applied 
also  the  excessive  indulgence  in  venery,  of  to  prevent  the  hand  from  becoming  perma- 
which  he  said  he  had  been  guilty,  is  another  nently  contracted,  as  it  tends  to  do ;  and 
cause,  it  is  said,  of  many  diseases  of  the  electricity  was  passed  through  the  arm  to 
nervous  system,  and  nuiy  have  operated  assist  in  restoring  strength  to  the  paralysed 
here :  and  we  must  not  forget  that  in  his  muscles. 

employment  hewould  be  constantly  stooping.         Under  the  use  of  the  above  means  the 

and  two  of  the  fits  came  on  when  he  was  patient  recovered  the  use  of  the  limbs  in  a 

engaged  at  his  work.    Thus  we  believe  that  great  measure,  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  walk 

there  was  a  disposition  to  derangement  of  pretty  well,  and  to  use  his  arm  a  little ;  and 

the  cerebral  circulation,  produced  by  his  at  his  age  and  weakened  state  it  is  not  very 

habits  and  the  injury  he  sustained,  and  that  probable  that  he  will  ever  recover  the  perfiect 

from  some  cause  (perhaps  similar  to  that  use  of  the  parts.    The  order  in  which  tiie 

which  often  determines  an  epileptic  fit  where  power  of  motion  returned  in  this  case  was 

there  is  a  constitutional  tendency  to  this)  similar  to  what  is  usual  in  such  cases,  vis. 

there  had  been  distinct  congestion  produced  first  in  the  leg  and  then  in  the  arm,  and  in 

three  times,  which  again  subsided  without  the  flexors  before  the  extensors.     Thos  it 

any  further  injury,  but  that  on  the  fourth  will  be  seen  by  the  reports  that  the  power  of 

time  it  ended  in  extravasation  of  blood  in  flexing  the  leg  and  toes  returned  on  June 

the  brain.     As  the  patient  lived,  we  could  1st,  that  of  flexing  the  arm  and  fingers  on 

have  no  proof  that  there  was  haemorrhage ;  the  9th,  that  of  extending  the  foot  and  toes 

but  from  the  absence  of   any  marks    of  on  the  20th,   and  that  of  extending  the 

inflammation  or  softening,  we  conclude  that  fingers  to  a  slight  extent  on  the  2d  July ; 

the  S3rmptoms  must  have  depended  on  has-  but  this  last  he  lost  again  for  a  time, 
morrhage.     If  this  had  occurred,  it  was  no         Secondly,  previous  to  his  admission  there 

doubt  somewhere  in  the  right  hemisphere  of  had  been  various  symptoms,  and  at  the  time 

the  braini  and  very  probably  in  its  more  of  his  admission  there  were  various  signs 
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referrible  to  the  longs  which  require  a  brief  ON  THE 

notice.     In  the  history  it  ii  stated  that  aa        owxTOTnTT  xmv  ^«  p«-,«  ^»  ^-...,^ 
long  ago  as  thirty.three  yea«  he  had  a  aerere       SENSIBILriY  OF  THE  GLOTTIS, 
strain  on  the  right  nde,  and  had  been  subjeot  &e.  &c 

to  pain  there  ever  stnee;   that  nine  years 
ago  he  had  severe  pleurisy  of  the  same  side, 

and  some  time  after  this  he  Tomited  blood         Th  (he  Bditwr  qftke  Medie&l  Oaieite, 
for  two  mornings,  and  then  spit  np  a  little  ^ 

for  several  days,  and  had  had  some  tight-  ^**' 

ness  of  breathing,  and  a  winter  oough  with  ^^  your  journal  of  to-day  an  anonymous 
slight  expectoration.  The  physical  signs  correspondent  directs  my  attention  to  the 
(vide  report)  were  such  as  indicated  some  ^^  o(  Magendie  having,  six  years  ago, 
condensation  of  the  upper  lobes  of  both  pointed  out  the  different  degrees  of  sensi- 
lungs,  but  chiefly  that  of  the  right  lung,  bility  possessed  by  the  glottis,  larynx,  and 
Was  there  any  connection — and  if  any,  what  trachea,  which  observation,  he  says,  is  to  be 
was  it— between  the  previous  history  and  found  in  the  Lancet  for  1836.7.  Of  this, 
these  physical  signs  ?  The  pleurisy  which  «»*,  I  was,  until  I  saw  your  correspondent's 
he  had  suffered  from  might  have  caused  letter,  entirely  ignorant;  and  I  think,  sir, 
many  of  the  signs,  but  it  oould  not  have  Jon  will  agree  with  me  that  there  is  nothing 
caused  the  submucous  rhonchos ;  and  it  is  very  singular  in  my  ignorance,  as  it  would 
rare  for  pleurisy  to  affect  the  apex  of  the  require  a  remarkably  retentive  memory  to 
lung;  besides,  both  lungs  were  affected,  ^e  »ble  to  bear  in  mind  all  the  subjects 
Again,  it  is  stated  that  he  had  vomited  treated  of  in  the  many  valuable  papers  and 
blood;  but  this  probably  proceeded  from  the  lectures  that  are  published  in  the  medical 
lungs,  because  there  was  haemoptysis  after^  journals.  In  the  only  two  works  of  Magendie's 
wards,  and  there  were  other  symptoms  of  *|^t  I  consulted  on  the  matter  in  question, 
incipient  phthisis  already  detailed,  and  hs-  ™'  !>»  Treatise  on  Physiology,  translated 
matemesis  and  hiemoptysis  are  always  con-  ^7  I^r.  Milligan,  and  his  **  Levons  sur  les 
founded  by  the  vulgar;  and,  further,  we  PhenomenesPhysiquesdela Vie,"  published 
know  that  he  was  hereditarily  predisposed  ^n  1838,  I  found  no  mention  made  of  the 
to  phthisis.  We  have  no  hesitation,  there-  sensibility  of  the  air-tubes,  with  the  ex- 
fore,  in  concluding  that  there  was  consolida-  ception  of  the  following  passage.  **  The 
tion  of  the  Inngs  depending  on  tuberculous  air-tube  does  not  possess  the  same  degree 
deposition,  and  that  this  had  probably  caused  of  sensibility  in  diffbrent  parts :  whilst  that 
the  hiemoptysis  and  the  symptoms  referrible  of  the  glottis  is  the  most  exquisite,  that  of 
to  the  lungs.  the  larynx    and    trachea  scarcely  exists.'* 

No  treatment  was  adopted  for  the  disease  (Lemons,  &c.  vol.  ii.  p.  216.) 
of  the  lungs,  as  there  were  no  symptoms        I  ^"7  further  remark,  that  as  the  paper 

then  to  demand  any,  and  the  physical  signs  "which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  publish  in 

indicated    that    the   disease  was  tolerably  your  journal  was  not  ntended  to  be  an  essay 

quiescent.  upon  the  relative  sensibility  of  different  parts 

Lastly,  it  may  be  asked,  is  thera  any  of  the  air-passage,  but  was  merely  a  letter 

connection  between  the  symptoms  referrible  written  in  answer'  to  the  question,  as  to 

to  the  lungs  and  those  referrible  to  the  ^fhether  the  p&rf6rmane€  qf  tracheotomy 

nervous  system  ?     It  is  impossible  to  give  t^ded  to  leseen  the  eetuibiHty  qf  the  glottie 

any  decided  answer  to  this  question,  either  — on  which  subject,  as  your  correspondent 

in  the  negative  or  afSrmative.     Dr.  Williams  ^^J  ^ce,  if  he  will  take  the  trouble  to  read 

remarked  on  this  point,  that,  **  assuming  the*  published  accounts  of   the  discussion 

that  there  were  tubercles  in  the  lungs,  there  that  took  place  at  the  Royal  Medical  and 

might  also  be  tubercles  in  the  brain.    The  Ohirurgical    Society,    much    difference    of 

existence  of  these,  however,  would  not  alone  opinion  existed — I  did  not  think  it  neces- 

cause  the  paralysis;   but,"  we  understood  ■'^  to  ransack  the  journals  in   order  to 

him  to  say  that  ''tiie  irregular  circulation  ascertain  what  had  previously  been  done 

attending  the  progress  of  these  casee  might  npon  the  subject.  I  merely  contented  myself 

account  for  the  paralysis."     And  he  com-  with  stating  the  results  of  my  own  experi- 

pared  it  to  the  production  of  hydrocephalus  mcnts,  although,  hod  I  been  acquainted  with 

by  any  sudden  excitement  of  the  circulation  those  of  Magendie,  which,  as  far  as  they  go, 

when  theie  was  a  tendency  to  the  disease ;  completely  tally  with  mine,  I  should  not 

and  also  to  the  excitement  of  the  paroxysms  '^^e  failed  to  have  mentioned  them ;  as  well 

of  epilepsy  when  there  was  a  permanent  *"  "ome  which  I  have  since  been  told  by  Dr. 

cause  in  the  bndn.  C.  J.  B.  Williams  he  instituted  two  or  three 

years  ago  on  the  same  subject. 
Your  corres|'ondent  seems  to  think   it 

wonderful  that  1  should  have  operated  on. 

the  same  animaV — \)btfi  ^qi|^^  viA  '«u»^.  ^^ 
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same  instroment— the  probe,  as  Magendie 
did.  Perhaps  he  will  allow  me  to  inform 
him  that  the  dog  is,  for  various  reasons,  the 
animal  that  is  most  generally  selected  for  all 
experiments,  whether  surgical,  physiological, 
or  therapeutical ;  and  that  there  is  no  instru- 
ment, witii  which  I  am  acquainted,  except  a 
probe,  that  would  pass  through  a  puncture 
of  a  line  in  length,  which  was  the  extent  of 
the  opening  in  the  trachea  in  mjr  first  ex« 
periment.  It  appears  wonderful  to  me  that 
your  correspondent  did  not,  with  his  sapient 
**miraiile  dicin,*'  discover  a  further  re- 
semblance between  Magendie's  experiments 
and  mine,  vis.  that  we  both  used  a  scalpel 
and  forceps. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Erichsxk. 

48,  Welbeck  Street. 
Attgoit  11,1849. 

INSANITY  IN  FRANCE. 

The  Gazette  MSdieale  of  the  29th  ult.  con- 
tains  the  following  announcement :— > 

The  investigation  on  the  subject  of  insanity, 
which  formed  part  of  the  General  Statistics  of 
France,  and  the  results  of  which  were  com- 
municated to  the  Academy  by  M.  Moreau 
de  Jonn^s,  comprehends  not  one  year  only, 
as  was  inadvertently  reported  in  our  last 
number,  but  seven  complete  and  consecutive 
years.  The  following  is  the  number  of 
insane  persons  in  the  eighty-six  departments, 
ascertuned  by  the  medical  and  ministerial 
authorities,  on  the  1st  of  January  in  each 
year; — 

Proportion  of  insane 
No.  of  insane,  to  1000  inhabitants. 


Anatomico-Chlmrglcal  Obaerrations  on 
Dislocations  of  the  Astragalus.  By  Thonsi 
Turner,  Esq.  M.R.C.S.Iu  Surgeon  to  the 
Manchester  Royal  Infirmary,  &c.  &c 

Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Bfaot- 
ger  of  the  Bd£ut  District  Asylum  for  the 
Insane  Poor. 

Observations  on  Idiopathic  Dysentery,  ai 
it  occurs  in  Europeans  in  Bengal,  paitica- 
larly  in  reference  to  the  Anatomy  of  tbit 
Disease.  By  Walter  Raldgh,  Sugeon  of 
the  Native  Hospital,  &c. 

Observations  <m  the  Neoeasity  of  so 
extended  Legislative  Plrotectioii  to  Ptersou 
of  Unsound  Mind.  By  Edward  De  Titie, 
M.D.  Physician  to  the  Lancaster  Covnty 
Lunatic  Asylum. 
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UNLUCKY  BIRTHS. 

Human  beings  are  occasionally  offered  in 
sacrifice  at  Ibu.  Twins  are  in  all  cases  put 
to  death ;  and  it  is  said  that  children  who 
cut  their  upper-jaw  teeth  first  were  in- 
stantly destroyed.— Jftfifjea/  HUtory  of  the 
Expedition  to  the  Niger  during  the  Yeare 
1841-2,  by  Dr,  J.  O.  Macmlliam. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

On  the  Physical  Causes  of  the  High  Rate 
of  Mortality  in  Liverpool  By  W.H.  Duncan. 
M.D.  &c. 

Cataract,  and  its  Treatment.  By  John 
Scott,  Senior  Suiigeon  to  the  Royal  London 
Ophthalmic  Hospital,  &c. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  GBNTLSICIN  ADMITTKD  MBMBaaS. 

Fndayy  August  11,  1843. 
A.  W.  Gangers.  Pemberton. — W.  Clenr.— 
F.  Smith.— D.  Oorbett.— B.  Chdey.— J.  uTWise. 
~G.  BuckelL— J.  Hnnt.—J.  Sk^on. 

A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 
Shewing  the  number  of   deadis  horn  all 

causes  registered  in    the    week    endii^ 

Saturday,  August  5,  1843. 

Small  POX 6 

Measles n 

Scarlatina  41 

Hooping  Cough j$ 

Croup  $ 

Thrush j 

Diarrhoea    u 

Dysentery 5 

Cholera   s 

Influensa 1 

A)fue 1 

Remittent  Fever .* 9 

Typhus    9S 

Erysipelas s 

Svphilit  s 

Hydrophobia 9 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senacs . .  118 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organa  of 

Respiration    190 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  9S 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

On^ans  of  Digestion    71 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  Ue^ 4 

Childbed ,  s 

Paramenia 0 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 9 

Arthritis ". . . .  0 

Rhemnatism 9 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 6 

Carbuncle 0 

Phlegmon  0 

Ulcer   0 

Fistula  0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Dropsy,    Cancer,  and  other   Diseases    of 

Uncertain  Seat 95 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay S3 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance     87 

Causes  not  specified 0 

Deaths  flrom  all  Causes 816 
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LECTURES  phere,  and  when  typhus  feyer,  scarlet  fever, 

erysipelas,  and  other  contagious  and  epidemic 

®^  ''"*  disonlers,  were  not  preraUing  to  an  unusual 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OP  extent.    But  it  is  an  opinion  which  has  long 

prevailed,  that  the  uterine  inflammation  of 

MIDWIFERY,  puerperal   women   is  of   an  erysipelatous - 

nature,  and  that  it  is  excited  in  some  cases 

Delivered  in  the  Theatre  of  St.  George  «  ^  contagion,  or  depends  on  a  vitiated  state 

Hospital,  of  fi^  atmosphere,  IDke  hospital  gangrene, 

n  T        -KM  -n  -D  -a  o  "^^  ^^"^7  ^  oommunlcated  fram  one  patient 

By  Robbrt  Lke,  M.D.  F.R.S.  ^  another,  by  the  nurse  and  medical  prac- 

titioner.    It  b  stated  by  Peu,  that,  in  1664, 

a  prodigious  number  of  puerperal  women 

Lbctubb  XL.  perished  in  the  Hdtel  Dicu  at  Paris,  and 

On  the  Caueee  and  Nature  qf  I^^flannnation  Sl*Tv^d°^„^SL'^7hrS^^^^ 

«^  ^iL-   rrs^M^m  —^  i4m    A^^A^n^m  im  "J  "*.  Vcsou,  pbysician  to  the  liospital,  to 

tJ^Jil^J^         ^«»«ida^*#  m  the  cimimstai^  of  the  lying.inwai&s  being 

ruerperai  women,  gltnated  immediately  over  those  set  apart  for 

Thb  causes  of  inflammation  in  the  uterine  the  reception  of  wounded  persons.     The 

organs  after  delivery  are  oftim  involved  in  bodies  of  the  women  were  found  after  death 

the  deepest  obscurity.    By  examining  the  to  be  full  of  abscesses.    Uterine  phlebitis 

accompanying  tables,  you  will  see  that  in  a  was  probably  the  cause  of  this  g^t  mortality, 

very  large  proportion  of  cases  the  disease  as   I  have  found  it  to  be  most  frequently 

occurs  after  natural  labours,  and  cannot  be  where  inflammation  of  the  uterus  has  ap- 

referred  to  injuries  inflicted  upon  the  uterus  peared  to  be  excited  by  the  contaminated  air 

by  violence  of  any  kind  during  parturition,  of  an  hospital,  contagion,  and  erysipelas, 

or  to  exposure  to  cold  and  moisture,  and  Ponteau  regarded  the  disease  which  appeared 

irrogularities  of  diet  committed  soon  after  in  the  Hdtel  Dieu  at  Lyons,  in  the  spring  of 

ddivery.    Hie  disease  has  been  observed  the  year   1750,  and  produced  great  havoc 

by  me  to  prevail  during  the  last  fifteen  among  puerperal  women,  to  be  an  epidemic 

years,  and  to  assume  the  different  forms  erysipelatous  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum, 

described  in  the  two  last  lectures,  during  The  same  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  affec- 

spring,  summer,  autumn,  and  winter,  though  tion  was  maintained  by  Dr.  Lowder,  and 
most  frequently  in  the  latter  season,  not'  Profenors  Young  and  Home  of  Edinburgh, 

011)/  in  rae  Britteh  Lying-in  Hospital,  Hie  who  saw  the  disease'  in  the  Lying-in  Wadrds 

Lymg-ln  Wards  of  the  Saint  Marylebone,  of  the  Royal  Infirmary.     Dr.  Gordon,  of 

Sti  James',  and  bther  parbdiial  Infirmairies,  Aberdeen,  states  that  he  had  unquestionable 

but  fai  every  district  of  London,  and  the  proof  that  the  cause  of  the  disease  was  a 

surrounding  country ;  and  in  all  the  different  specific  contagion,  and  not  owing  to  any 

ranks  of  Ufe.    The  disease  has  generally  noxious  constitution  of  the  atmosphere.  The 

arisen,  like  inflammation  of  the  bowels  and  constitution  of  the  year,  as  it  was  termed  by 

lungs,  and  other  viscera,  without  any  assign-  Sydenham,  had  little  Or  nothing  to  do  with  its 

able  eanse — where  the  process  of  parturition  production.    The  disease  seiz^  such  women ' 

bad  been  completed  in  the  most  natural,  only  as  were  visited  or  ddivered  by  a  phy- 

manner,  where  nothing  could  be  discovered  sidan,  or  taken  care  of  by  a  nurse,  who  bad ' 

pecttfiar  in  the  constitation  of  the  atmot-  previously  attended  patients  affected  with  the 

821.— XXXII.  ^^ 
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disease.     **  I  had  abundant  proofs,"  he  ob-  dnerve  a  midwife  entnuted  with  the  cue  of 

eerres,  **  that  every  person  who  had  been  with  two  patients  at  the  same  time  oomnnmiate 

a  patient  in  the  puerperal  fever  became  peritonitiB  frmn  ■  «ck  to  m  hcaltby  infi- 

charged  with  an  atmosphere  of   infeetiou  vidaal^asia  reported  to  havebappcned  in  Lm- 

which  was  communicated  to  every  pregnant  don;  and  never  has  this  influninaticm  been  pro- 
woman  who  happened  to  come  within  ita-   pagated  from  patient  to  patient  in  the  wirdi 

sphere."     He  acknowledges  that    he  was  set  apart  for  the  reception  of  healthy  women, 

himself  the  means  of  conveying  the  infec-  In  the  epidemic  at  EkUnburgh  described  by 

tion  to  a  great  number  of  women.     "  If  Dr.  Mackinto^  and  Dr.  Campbell,  I  believe 

the   puerperal  fever  of  Leeds  was  infec-  they  saw  no  case  which  could  be  ascribed  to 

tious,   which  by  many  it  was  thought  to  contagion. 

be/'  says  Mr.  Hey»   "  it  was  so  in  a  very        It  is  difficult  to  reoondla  this  conflicting 

inferior  degree  to  that  at  Aberdeen ;  for  I  evidence ;  and  the  facts  I  have    observed, 

have  known  instances  of  free  communica-  though  they  have  led  me  to  adopt  the  opinion 

tion,  by  the  intervention  of  others,  between  that  the  disease  is  sometimes  commnnicable 

women   in  labour  or  child-bed,  and  those  by  contagion,  and  sometimes  has  a  connectiaB 

affected  with  the  disease,  without  any  bad  with  erysipelas,  have  not  perhaps  been  suffi- 

consequences.     And,   on  the  contrary,   in  ciently  numerous,   and    of    so    decisive  a 

many  cases  of  puerperal  fever  no  channel  character,  as  to  dispel  every  donbt  on  the 

whatever  was  discoverable  whereby  the  dig-  subject  of  its  contagious  or  non-contagious 

ease  could  have  been  conveyed.     It  was  not  nature,  and  to  prove  that  it  is  a  specific  in- 

from  being  convinced  of  its  necessity,  but  fiammation.     It  is  but  right  to  state  that, 

for  the  satisfaction  of  his  own  mind  and  the  in  a  vast  majority  of  cases,  the  ^iwmac  has 

safety  of  his  patients,  that  he  adopted  the  occurred,  and  in  the  most  destmctive  form, 

usual  precautions  to  prevent  the  propaga-  where  contagion  could  not  possibly  be  sup- 

tion  of  an  infectious  disorder.     Dr.  Arm-  posed  to  have  operated  as  the  cause.     It  has 

strong  observed  that  most  of  the  cases  at  suddenly  appeared  in  the  practice  of  those 

Sunderland,  forty  out  of  fifty-three,  occurred  who  had  never  before  seen  the  diseaae,  or 

in   the  practice  of  one  surgeon    and    his  had  any  thing  to  do  at  the  time  witb  cases 

assistant.     He  believed,  at  first,  that  the  of  typhus  fever,  erysipelas,  and  other  conta- 

disease,  as  an  epidemic,  was  invariably  ccm-  gious  disorders. 

tagious  ;    but  afterwards   had  reasons  for        In  the  last  two  weeks  of  September  1827» 

doubting  whether  it  was  so  in  the  ordinary  five  fatal  cases  of  uterine  inflammation  came 

sporadic  form.     ''It  is  hardly  possible  to  under  my  observation.    All  the  individuals 

prove,"  says  Dr.  J.  Clarke,  **  that  it  is  not  so  attacked  had  been  attended  in  labour  by 

infectious,  but  it  has  also  arisen,  as  fiir  as  we  the  same  midwife,   and  no  example  of  a 

can  judge,  as  an  original  disease,  where  there  febrile  or  inflammatory  disease  of  a  serieas 

had  been  no  communication  with  infected  nature  occurred  during  that  period  aaiong 

persons.''  the  other  patients,  who  had  been  attended 

Dr.  Hulme  maintained  that  uterine  in-  by  the  other  midwives  bdonging  to  the  in- 

flammatipn  in  puerperal  women  was  not  more  stitution.     On  the   16th  March,    1831,  a 

contagious  than  pleuritis,  nephritis,  or  any  practitioner  who  resides  in  a  populous  pariah 

other  inflammatory  disease.     Dr.  Hull,  of  in  the  vicinity  of  London,  examined  the  body 

Manchester,  was  ako  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  of  a  woman  who  died  a  few  days  after  de^ 

contagious.  M.  Tonell^,  who  has  recorded  the  livery,  from  peritonitis.    On  the  morning  of 

history  of  the  most  fatal  epidemic  which  has  the  17th  he  was  called  to  attend  a  private 

ever  occurred  in  Paris,  asserts  that  the  idea  of  patient  in  labour,  who  was  safely  delivered 

contagion  was  dearly  out  of  the  question  in  on  the  same  day.     On  the  19th  ^e  was  at* 

the  Maternity  there,  for  the  women  who  tackedwith  the  symptoms  of  uterine  phld}itia» 

were  newly  delivered  bad  each  a  separate  severe  rigors,  great  disturbance  of  the  oeie* 

apartment,  and  yet  were  attacked  with  the  bral  functions,  rapid  feeble  pulse,  with  acute 

disease ;  whilst  in  the  sick  ward  of  the  hos-  pain  of  thehypogastrium,  and  peculiar  sallow 

pital  no  instance  of  the  propagation  of  the  colour  of  the  whole  surface  of  the  body.  She 

disease  ever  occurred.    The  evidence  of  M.  died  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  attack,  the 

Dug^s  againsf  the  doctrine  of  contagion  is  22d  March ;  and  between  this  period  and 

not  less  strong ;   57f  he  states  that  in  nume-  the  6th  of  April  this  practitioner  attended 

rous  instance*  pregnant  women  have  been  two  other  patients,  both  of  whom  were  at- 

placed  in  the  Snfixmaryf  'vHere  they  were  tacked  vrith  the  same  disease  in  a  malignant 

surrounded  by  oases  of  peritonitis,  without  form,  and  fell  victims  to  it.     On  the  30th 

being  infected ;    and  that  atUl  more  fire-  March  it  happened  that  the  same  gentleman 

qnently  he  has  seen  women  newiy  delivered  attended  a  patient,  a  robust  young  woman, 

brought  into  the  infirmaries  on  account  of  seventeen  years  of  age,  affected  with  pleuritis, 

some  other  complaint,  and  who  did  not  for  which  venesection  was  resorted  to  vrith 

contract  the  disease.    In  no  instance  did  he  immediate  relief.    On  the  5th  of  April  there 
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was  no  appearance  of  inflammaUon  around  tissues  of  the  utems.  I  dissected  out  the 
the  puncture  which  had  been  made  in  the  uterine  organs,  and  after  inspecting  them 
median  basilic  vein,  but  there  had  been  pain  carefully  assisted  in  sewing  up  the  body.  I 
in  the  wound  during  the  two  preceding  days,  had  scarcely  reached  home  when  I  was  hastily 
The  inner  surface  of  the  arm,  from  the  tummoned  to  attend  a  young  lady  in  her  first 
elbow  nearly  to  the  azilla,  was  now  affected  labour,  who  was  soon  safely  delivered ;  but 
with  erysipelatous  inflammation ;  alarming  in  sixteen  hours  she  was  attacked  with  violent 
constitutional  symptoms  manifested  them-  pain  in  the  region  of  the  uterus.  Unequivocal 
selves;  the  pulse  was  160 ;  the  tongue  dry ;  symptoms  of  uterine  phlebitis  soon  after 
delirium  had  been  observed  during  the  night,  showed  themselves  :  she  recovered,  but 
On  the  evening  of  this  day  the  inflammation  with  great  difficulty.  In  December  1830, 
spread  into  the  axilla.  The  arm  was  ex-  two  patients  in  the  British  Lying-in  Hospital, 
quisitely  painful ;  but  in  the  vicinity  of  the  who  had  both  been  attended  by  the  same 
wound,  which  had  a  healthy  appearance,  the  midwife,  were  attacked  vrith  the  disease  on 
colour  of  the  skin  was  natural ;  and  no  hard-  the  same  day ;  and  both  died  from  inflam- 
ness  or  pain  felt  in  the  vein  above  the  punc-  mation  of  the  absorbents  and  deep -seated 
ture.  On  the  6th,  patches  of  erysipelatous  structures  of  the  uterus.  Another  patient 
inflammation  appeared  in  various  parts  of  was  admitted  into  the  hospital  two  days  after 
the  body,  on  the  upper  and  inner  surface  of  the  death  of  the  last  of  these  women,  and 
the  left  arm,  and  on  the  sole  of  the  left  foot,  was  examined  by  the  same  midwife  to  ascer- 
all  of  which  were  acutely  painful  on  pressure,  tain  if  labour  had  commenced.  The  pains 
The  inflammation  of  the  right  arm  had  some-  were  false  pains;  but  she  remained  from 
what  subsided;  the  pulse  was  160;  the  Saturday  till  Monday  in  the  hospital,  ex- 
tongue  brown,  dry,  and  furred ;  restlessness,  pecting  that  labour  would  come  on.  The 
constant  dozing,  and  incoherence.  When  pains  having  left  her,  she  returned  home; 
roused  she  was  conscious ;  the  face  cold  ;  and  the  following  day  was  suddenly  taken  in 
heat  of  the  surfiu»  irregular.  On  the  7th,  labour,  and  safely  delivered  before  she  could 
pulse  rapid;  countenance  anxious ;  teeth  and  be  sent  to  the  hospital.  She  went  on  fa- 
lips  covered  with  sordes ;  somnolence  and  vourably  for  two  days,  and  was  then  attacked 
delirium.  The  left  arm,  above  the  elbow,  with  the  most  violent  symptoms  of  inflam- 
was  acntdy  painful,  and  the  erysipelas  had  mation  of  the  veins  of  the  uterus,  and  died 
made  no  firther  progress.    The  patches  of  in  thirty-six  hours. 

erysipelas  cm  the  forehead  and  sole  of  the  In  1835,  a  surgeon  residing  at  the  west 
foot  had  disappeared ;  but  there  was  a  slight  end  of  London,  while  attending  a  gentleman 
blush  of  inflammation  on  the  inner  side  of  who  had  phlegmonous  erysipelas  of  the  leg 
the  calf  of  the  left  I^.  The  symptoms  became  and  extensive  sloughing  of  the  cellular  mem- 
aggravated,  and  she  died  on  the  9th  of  April,  brane,  was  called  to  a  case  of  labour,  which 
I  examined  thfe  body  with  Dr.  John  Prout  was  speedily  followed  by  inflammation  of  the 
on  the  11th,  and  the  following  morbid  ap-  uterus,  and  proved  fatal.  The  body  was  not 
pearancea  were  observed.  The  wound  in  the  examined ;  but,  from  the  symptoms,  there 
median  basilic  vein  was  open,  and  its  cavity  could  be  little  doubt  that  both  tbe  peritoneal 
filled  with  purulent  fluid.  The  coats  of  this  and  vascular  structures  were  affected.  A 
-vessel,  and  of  the  basilic  vein,  as  you  can  second  case  occurred  in  his  practice  within 
still  peroehre  in  the  preparation  of  the  parts  a  few  days,  which  also  terminated  fatally, 
[exhibiting  it],  were  th^uned  so  as  to  re-  Soon  after  a  third  case  occurred  to  him,  the 
•emble  the  coats  of  an  artery.  The  inner  unfavourable  result  of  which  he  attributed  to 
surface  of  the  vein  vras  redder  than  natural,  the  copious  venesection  employed  imme- 
and  at  the  upper  part  had  lost  its  usual  diately  after  the  invasion  of  the  disease.  He 
■moothneas,  but  there  was  no  lymph  depo-  was  very  unhappy  at  the  thought  of  having 
tited  npon  it.  The  mouths  of  the  veins  destroyed  the  patient  by  bleeding  her  so 
entering  the  basilic  were  all  closed  up  with  profusely,  and  could  not  feel  satisfied  that 
firm  CMgnla  of  blood  or  lymph.  The  cellular  her  death  was  owing  to  any  other  cause  than 
membrane  along  the  inner  surface  of  the  excessive  depletion,  although  the  quantity  of 
▼ein  was  nnnsually  vascular,  and  infiltrated  blood  removed  barely  exceeded  ^zx.,  till  I 
with  serum.  This  infiltration  was  to  a  much  inspected  the  body,  and  showed  him  a  great 
greater  extent  along  the  situation  of  the  portion  of  the  veins  in  the  walls  of  the 
cryspeUtons  inflammation  of  the  left  arm,  but  uterus,  where  the  placenta  had  adhered, 
the  Teina  of  this  arm  were  perfectly  healthy,  loaded  with  pus.     The  affair  here  ended 

It  is  highly  probable  there  was  something    with  Mr. ,  but  not  so  with  me ;  for  the 

more  than  a  mere  coincidence  in  these  events,  same  evening,  after  examining  the  body  of 
In  the  autumn  of  1829  I  was  present  this  patient,  I  was  requested  to  see  a  lady  in 
at  the  examination  of  the  body  of  a  consultation,  whose  labour  was  protracted, 
woman  who  died  soon  after  delivery  from  and  an  opinion  required  respecting  the  pro- 
inflammation  of  the  peritoneal  and  muscular  priety  of  interfering,  and  completing  the 


756    DR.  R.  LEE  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 

delivery  by  artificial  means.  I  examined  Mrs.  B— ,  who  was  deUrered  on  the  4Hi 
the  patient,  and  recommended  delay ;  and  of  August,  was  attacked  on  the  6th  jrith  all 
in  a  few  hours  she  was  safely  delivered  the  symptoms  of  uterine  phlebitis^  sod  died 
of  a  living  child  by  the  natural  efforts,  on  the  9th.  I  examined  tbto  body  with  Dr. 
In  24  hourp,  this  lady  was  attacked  with  — ^— •  <uicl  his  asiistant,  on  the  10th,  and 
peritonitis  in  the  most  violent  possible  form,  found  extensive  peritoniti8»  and  all  the  veiu 
and  died  in  less  than  48  hours  with  incessant  ^nd  absorbents  on  the  left  side  of  the  upper 
vomiting,  and  great  tympanites.  The  infant  P^rt  of  the  uterus,  where  the  pboenta  had 
was  cut  off  in  no  long  time  with  erysipelas,  adhered,  filled  widi  pus.  As  the  coats  of 
A  few  days  after  this,  having  changed  my  the  absorbents  were  not  thickened.  I  mu- 
clothes  completely,  and  adopted  every  pected  that  the  pus  they  oontained  had  been 
means  that  I  could  think  of  to  prevent  any  absorbed  by  them  from  the  veina.  The  left 
further  mischief,  I  attended  a  private  patient  ovarium  was  large  and  soft,  and  Uie  lefk 
residing  near  Oxford  Street,  whose  labour  fallopian  tube  inflamed.  The  o«  and  cervti 
was  natural,  and  whose  recovery  after  her  iiteri  were  sound.  On  the  evening  of  the 
two  former  deliveries  was  favourable :  but  1 0th  of  August,  after  examining  the  body  of 
in  less  than  30  hours  she  was  attacked  with  ^^  patient,  on  returning  home,  I  adopted 
acute  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  which  no  every  means  I  could  devise  to  prevent  the 
remedies  could  subdue.  The  following  fiicts  communication  of  any  poison  to  others,  bat 
are,  if  possible,  still  more  striking,  and  leave  without  effect,  for  early  the  following  mom- 
no  doubt  whatever  upon  my  mind  that  it  is  log  I  was  called  to  a  private  patient  near 
our  duty  to  act  in  dl  cases  as  if  the  con-  Lincoln's-Inn  Fields,  who  was  soon  safely 
tagious  nature  of  the  disease  had  been  com-  delivered,  but  was  seized  in  leas  than  24 
pletely  demonstrated.  hours  with  a  violent  fit  of  cold  shivering, 
Onthemomingofthe4thof  August,  1836,  acute  pain  in  the  region  of  the  nterus,  et- 
a  practitioner  who  resides  in  a  large  healthy  pecially  on  the  right  side  and  sacrum,  head- 
village  about  seven  miles  from  London,  ache,  ringing  in  tihe  ears,  and  intense  thirst 
with  a  populous  country  around,  attended  The  countenance  was  pallid  and  depressed 

Mrs.  O ,  in  labour,  which  was  natural,  when  I  first  saw  her  :  the  pulse  was  120,  with 

The  same  evening  he  was  called  to  a  case  of  nausea,  sense  of  chilliness  over  the  whole  sur- 

arm  presentation,  where,  from  the  rigidity  of  ^ace  of  the  body,  though  it  was  intensely  hot, 

the  OS  uteri,  and  violence  of  the  contractions,  And  covered  with  perspiration.  Blood-letting, 

he  found  it  impossible  to  deliver  by  turning,  general  and  local, was  employed,but  sparingly, 

and  he  sent  to  request  my  assistance  for  and  calomel,  opium,  cathaitica,  turpentine, 

Mrs.  B .     The  child  was  premature,  and  prussic  acid,  and  creosote,  freely,  but  withoot 

had  been  dead  some  time,  so  that  I  had  no  the  slightest  effect,  and  she  died  with  inces- 
difficulty  in  drawing  down  the  extremity,  sant  vomiting  of  dark-coloured  matter  like 
which  presented  deep  into  the  pelvis,  passing  coffee-grounds.  Some  time  before  death 
the  fingers  along  the  thorax  and  abdomen  to  the  pain  of  the  abdomen  subsided,  and  the 
the  nates,  and  extracting  the  lower  extre-  left  leg  became  exquisitely  painful ;  it  aooo 
mities,  and  then  the  trunk  and  head  of  the  became  livid  and  swollen  around  the  ankle, 
child.  No  violence  was  necessary  in  effect-  the  discoloration  extended  rapidly  up  the 
ing  the  delivery,  and  it  seemed  probable  the  limb,  the  cuticle  separated,  and  dark- 
patient  would  recover  in  a  favourable  manner,  coloured  vesications  were  formed.  The 
On  the  following  morning,  Thursday,  the  disease  extended  no  further  in  my  public  or 

5th  of  August,  Mrs.  O ,  who  had  not  private  practice,  but  another  patient,  at- 

been  visited  in  the  interval  from  her  delivery,  tended  by  Dr.         ,  soon  after  was  destroyed 

was  attacked  with  all  the  usual  symptoms  of    by  it.   The  assistant  of  Dr. waa  attacked 

severe  uterine  inflammation,  and  ultimately  a  few  days  after  the  post-motem  examination 

died.      As   Dr.   had    not    seen   this     of  Mrs.  B on  the  10th  August,  at  which 

patient  from  the  time  she  was  delivered,  on  he  was  present,  with  strong  febrile  symptoms, 

the  morning  of  the  4th,  to  the  period  of  the  sickness  at  stomach,  headache,  sore-throat, 

attack,  it  is  obvious  that  he  could  have  com-  and  great  prostration  of  strength.  The  tonaib 

monicated  no  contagion  from  Mrs.  B ,  became  covered  with  foul  superficial  ulcers, 

whose  labour  occurred  the  same  evening,  the  lower  lip  swollen,  and  covered  with  a 
and  whose  child  had  died  within  the  uterus,  pustular  eruption  ;  the  tongue  was  intensely 
and  presented  pretematurally.  No  case  of  red  at  the  point  and  on  the  edges,  and 
severe  uterine  inflammation  had  ever  come  covered  in  the  middle  with  a  thick  white 
under  the  observation  of  Dr.— ,  though  he  fnr.  These  symptoms  lasted  for  a  week, 
had  resided  eight  or  ten  years  in  the  ssme  and  then  went  off,  leaving  him  in  a  state  of 
village,  and  had  attended  numerous  cases  of  great  debility.  The  cook  in  the  family 
labour.  At  this  time  there  was  no  case  of  became  affected  a  few  days  after  with  similar, 
erysipelas  under  his  care,  and  for  a  long  but  much  milder,  symptoms.  1  was  in- 
period  he  had  not  examined  any  dead  bodies,  formed  that  the  carpenter,  a  young  healthy 
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man,  who  placed  the  bodj  of  Mn.  B 

in  her  coffin,  had  iftcnrarda  ■  most  Tiolmt 
atUcli  of  ferer  and  aore-throat,  and  rtcorered 
bat  Ktth  difficulty.  The  train  of  miatDrtonea 
did  not  end  here,  for  an  aged  relatlTe  of  Mn. 

B ,  who  waa  In  the  apartment  when  I 

examined  the  bodj,  waa  wiMd  •oon  after 
vith  mere  irmptomi,  like  tboae  of  continned 
feier,  and  died  after  a  few  daji'  lllaeaa. 

In  1839  in  London,  and  in  ISll  at 
Woolwich,  acTCral  similar  oconrrencei,  bnt 
of  a  lenatriking  character,  took  place,  whidi 
also  came  under  m;  obaerration,  and  thejr 
all  point  out  the  necessity  of  taking  e»ery 
precaution  to  prerent  the  exteniion  of  the 
diieaae  from  one  poerperal  woman  to  another, 
not  oolj  by  careful  and  repeated  ahlntion, 
and  changing  the  dothei  after  attending 
patienta    who    are    aflbcted    with    i'     *   ' 


■   hi   I 


the 


onlj  thing  to  be  trailed  to — by  diaeon- 
tinuing  obatetrical  practice  altogether  for 
a  time  when  Kreru  eaaet  ocenr  in  rapid 
(uccesiion.  He  great  mortality  in  lying-in 
hoipitala  ariiea  chiefly  from  the  ocenrrenoe 
of  uterine  inflammation,  and  iCa  spreadiog 
from  patient  to  patient,  or  becoming  epi- 
demic in  the  wards.  Thii  drcnnutance  in- 
duced me  to  make  the  following  obaertation 
ten  yeara  ago,  the  trntb  of  wMch  ii  amply 
illastrated  by  the  accompanying  tablei : — 
"  From  the  regiglen  of  the  Britiah  Lying-in 
Hoapital,  the  Maternity  at  Paris,  the  Dublin 
Lying-in  Hospital,  and  the  tablet  of  H.  De 
Chatean-nenf,  it  is  proved  that  the  aTersge 
rate  of  mortsUty  greatly  exceeds,  In  theia 
inatitutions,  that  of  those  in  which  indiridiialt 
are  attended  at  their  own  habitations  ;  and  if 
itshonld  ultimately  appear  that  all  ptecanticma 
are  nnavailing  In  Hlmjn(*hipg  the  number! 
attacked  by  £e  diseaK,  it  become*  a  nt^ect 
deserriDg  of  the  most  aeiioua  coikaideradon, 
on  the  ground  of  homanity,  whether  lylng-ln 
hoBpitala  ahould  not  be  altogether  aboliihed, 
aa  iqJQriODt  rather  than  bmeflcial  to  lodety. 
From  what  hat  fallen  under  my  obeerratian 
in  the  British  Lytng-in  Hoqiital,  ud  other 
ilmilar  InititatiMii  in  tUi  metropoUi,  wbera 
the  utmoct  attention  la  paid  to  Tentilatfon 
and  clcaolinets,  and  where  the  wuda  ate  not 
orarerowded  with  patients,  I  cumot  hesitate 
to  expTCM  my  dedded  eouTiction  that  by  no 
mesoM  hitherto  discovered  can  the  frequent 
■ltd  &tal  recDTrence  of  the  diacaae  be  pra- 
nnted  in  lylng.ln  hospitals,  and  that  the 
loM  of  human  life  thereby  oceaiioncd  com- 

filetely  dcAati  the  object*  of  dieii  betiefolant 
DODden." 
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ON  THE  PROPER  METHOD  OP  STUDYING  CHEMISTRY.  76S 

ON  THB  fore  usual  with  lecturers  to  bewail  their  own 

PROPER  METHOD  OP  STUDYING  inattention  to  study  in  their  youth,  and  to 

CHEMISTRY  ascribe  their  deficiency  to  idleness.    There 

AS  A  BRANCH  OF  PROFESSIONAL  AND  ^1^  wmc  truth  in  this  a)nclu8ion,  but 

OBNERAL  EDUCATION,  "?*J  dcpcuds  ou  the  proper  direction  of  the 

ForminfirpartofaLectnre,concludinfftheChemical         u     .       .    j       u    i     t 

Coume  hi  the  University  of  dUsgow,  Having  had  peculiarly  extensive  oppor- 

April  25, 184S,  tunities  of  comparing  the  methods  of  teach- 

Delivereo  bt  Dr.  Robert  D.  Thomson.  >°S»  chemistry  in  various  parts  of  this  coun- 

try,  and  likewise  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 

Before  bringing  the  chemical  winter  session  ^  ^^^  ^^  hesitation  in  affimung,  that  the 
to  a  close,  I  trust  I  may  be  excused  if  I  ^^^7  method  of  studying  practical  chemistry 
direct  your  attention  very  briefly  to  the  >«  that  mtroduced  first  by  Dr.  Thomson  hito 
importance  of  the  study  of  chemistry,  and  Edinburgh,  in  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
to  the  proper  mode  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  »°d  afterwards  by  him,  in  1817,  into  Glas- 
of  the  science.  And  in  order  to  place  this  S^^;  ^'f  ^J  ***«  students  personally  work- 
in  a  practical  point  of  view  before  you,  I  ing  in  the  laboratory, 
think  I  cannot  avail  myself  of  a  better  ^7  combining  analytic  operations  in  the 
method  than  to  detail  to  you  shortiy  the  re-  laboratory  with  the  practical  lectures  alluded 
suits  of  some  of  the  investigations  which  to»  ^  believe  that  much  good  may  be  effected, 
have  been  undertaken  during  the  past  winter  '^^  during  the  winter  the  laboratory  pupils 
in  the  laboratory.  Chemistry  being  a  truly  bave  accordingly  been  formed  into  a  class 
practical  science,  it  is  only  by  working  that  during  one  hour,  in  which  they  have  been 
one  can  become  familiar  vith  its  details,  exercised  in  the  preparation  of  substanoesy 
Lectures  on  chemistry  can  only  assist  you  '^^  ^  manipulations,  arranged  in  a  systema- 
in  practically  working  out  a  knowledge  of  ^^  order, 

the  science.    They  are  powerful,  nay  neoes-  ^f  student,   on  commencing  practical 

sary  auxiliaries ;   but  by  attending  lectures  chemistry,   should  occupy  himself  with  a 

alone,  no  man  ever  became  a  chemist,  while  simple  analysis.    To  take  to  pieces  a  body 

by  working,  even  without  lectures,  many  consisting  of  two  or  three  ingredients  wiU 

chemists  have  been  produced.      In  these  probably  be  enough  for  him  to  manage  in 

observations  I  refer  to  lectures  in  which  the  tbe  first  mstance.    With  a  medical  student, 

lecturer  alone  performs  the   experimental  "ome  medicinal  salt, — with   the  manufac« 

illustrations.     But  there  is  another  kind  of  t^"^*    some    ingredient   employed  in  the 

lectures  which  have  been  introduced  latterly  arts,— -and  with  the  farmer,  some  simple 

into  many  schools,  erroneously  known  under  constituent  of  the  soil,  may  properly  form 

the  titie  of  Practical  Chemistry,  in  which  a  their  reflective  introductions  to  the  practice 

number  of  students  are  formed  into  a  class,  ^^  chemistry.     He  may  then  proceed  to  the 

headed  by  their  lecturer,  and  are  made  to  analysis  of  minerals,  and  to  more  compli- 

perform,  by  dictation,  as  many  experiments  <»*«<*  substances.     I  shall  only,  however, 

OS  they  conveniently  can  execute  during  one  allude  to  two  of  these,  as  they  are  not  desti- 

hour  per  day,  or  in  some  cases  three  times  ^te  of  interest.     Dr.  Black  examined  the 

per  week.    The  second  kind  of  lectures,  ^"^ter  of  hot  springs  from  Iceland,  and  found 

when  arranged  so  as  to  make  each  student  ^t  to  contain,  in  solution  with  soda,  silica,  or 

personally  perform  the  experiments,  is  a  de-  ^^t  a  substance  which,  under  ordinary 

cidedly  important  addition  to  the  first  kind  circumstances,  is  well  known  to  be  insoluble 

of  lectures;    but  if  they  are  allowed  to  in  water.    This  was  a  most  important  obser- 

degenerate  into  a  mere    short   course  qf  nation,  because  it  afforded  a  key  to  the  ex- 

Ucturef  of  the  first  descripMon,  and  dispense  planation  of  the  various  appearances  which 

with  practice  in  the  laboratory,  which  is  very  ■'l^ca  assumes,  whether  as  chalcedony,  opal, 

liable  to  happen,  it  may  with  some  truth  be  ^^  agate,  and  hidicated  the  existence,   at 

apprehended,  that  the  shadow  is  substituted  "pme  period,  of  hot  springs  in  those  locali- 

for  the  substance,  and  thus  students  are  led  t'es  where  such  minerals  are  met    with, 

to  believe  that  they  are  practicaUy  acquainted  Deposits    in    the   neighbourhood    of    hot 

witii  chemistry,  while,   in  fact,  tiiey  have  «prings,  it  might  be  presumed,  would  con- 

not  been  taught  to  handle  a  crucible.    Those  ^^  «»«<*  siUca,  and  tiiU  is  proved  to  be  tiie 

who  have  passed  through  tiie  oideal  of  tiieir  case  by  the  foUowhig  analysis  of  a  deposit 

studies,  and  have  eng^jed  in  their  practical  from  a  hot  spring  in  New  Zealand  :— 

application  to  the  business  of  life,  reflecting  Silica 77*35 

upon  the  disadvantages  under  which  they  Alumina 9*70 

have  laboured  in  their  subsequent  career.  Peroxide  of  Iron    .     .     .       3 '72 

from  a  misdirection  of  their  minds  in  their  Lime 1*55 

own  practical  education,  must  ever  sympa-  Water     ......       7*66 

thiae  with  their  juniors  who  may  be  liable  to  ■ 

foffer  from  similar  influences.     It  is  there*  99'98 
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Another  mineral  analysed,  from  New 
Zealand,  was  the  native  Prussian  Blue,  or 
phosphate  of  the  protoxide  of  iron.  Its 
constituents  were  foimd  to  be — 

Water 28-4 

Organic  Matter  .     .     .     .  2*8 

Silica 5-2 

Phosphate  of  Iron    .     .     .  62*8 

99*2 

Both  of  these  analyses  were  made  by  Mr. 
Robert  Pattison. 

I  notice  this  substance  more  readily  be- 
cause it  was  in  directing  the  analysis  of  it 
that  my  attention  was  again  recalled  to  a 


proper  mode  of  separatiog  phosphate  of 
iron  from  other  phosphates,  or  iron  from 
earthy  oxides ;  and  I  think  that  by  the 
use  of  cyanidle  of  potassiqm,  as  prepared 
by  Professor  Liebig  s  easy  process,  or  also 
by  the  use  of  tartaric  acid,  ttds  separa- 
tion can  be  easily  effected.  Tlie  study  of 
this  mineral  was  therefore  a  good  introduc- 
tion to  the  numerous  analjves  of  soils  which 
have  been  conducted  in  the  laboratory 
during  the  session,  prindpaUy  by  agrical- 
tural  students. 

In  the  following  Table  the  results  of  four 
analyses  of  the  same  sofl,  from  Erskine,  are 
given,  as  executed  by  Messrs.  Micbelmow 
and  Watson : — 


Composition  of  the  Soil 


4. 


1.  SUica , 

2.  Water  of  decomposed  Soil 

3.  Stony  Matter      .     .     .     , 
'  Organic   \  Carbon  .     .     , 

Matter,  I  Azote      .     . 
contain-  [Hydrogen,  Oxygen 
,  ing  of .  I  Water  of  undecom.  Soil 
Perox.  Iron. 
Phos.  Iron  . 
-  Phos.    Lime 
Magnesia   • 
Phos.  Alum 

6.  Carbonate  of  Lime  .     .     . 

7.  Alumina 

8.  Magnesia  ...... 

9.  Sulphate  of  Lime     .     .     . 

10.  Chloride  of  Potassium  .     • 

11.  Chloride  of  Sodium       .     . 


5. 


Perox.  Iron 

and 
Phosphates 


and 


Whenfretk. 


Watson. 


249-86 

11117 

70-80 

20-82 


.  * 


5 
15 


97 
40 


Michelmore. 


214*5 

110-60 

74-50 

9-25 

215 

•  •  • 

7-55 


•  55-74 


91 
16-40 


After  being  sotme  dagg 
in  the  laboratory. 


Watson. 


Michelmore. 


2471 
90.5 
49-0 

■  20-50 


41*29 


18*24 
6*23 
2-27 
0-60 
006 


213-87 

53-95 

93*20 

8*15 

1-8 


53-93  \ 
1*9 


2 
1- 


9 
2 


5993 


) 


24*79 
6*19 


2- 
1 


20 
•00 
006 
0-14 


In  this  table  I  may  call  your  attention  to 
what  must  be  viewed  as  an  improvement  in 
the  analysis  of  soils.  I  found  that  the 
results  by  the  old  plan,  of  determining  the 
organic  matter  of  soils,  were  erroneous,  and 
I  have  accordingly  been  in  the  habit  of  late 
of  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  carbon  and 
azote  (the  important  elements  for  the  nutri- 
tion of  plants)  by  organic  analysis.    The 

1.  10  grains  of  soil  gave  5-4  per  cent 

2.  10  grains         "  68 

3.  10  grains         **  705 

4.  10  grains         **  1*85 

5.  10  grains         **  1-63 


11 
11 
II 
11 


expensive  nature  of  oxide  of  copper  induced 
me  to  try  black  oxide  of  manganese  and  red 
oxide  of  iron  as  a  substitute  for  the  combus- 
tion of  the  organic  matter,  and  in  every 
instance  the  resulting  carbon  vras  so  mudi 
in  excess  that  I  was  obliged  to  abandon 
these  bodies.  Mr.  Michelmore  obtained  the 
following  results  with  the  above  soil : — 

carbon,  with  red  oxide  of  iron. 


11 


with  black  oxide  of  manganese, 
with  black  oxide  of  copper. 


11 


The  soils  were  in  each  experiment  from 
the  same  parcel,  and  all  at  the  same 
temperature, . 

But  the  analysis  of  a  soil  is  of  little  value 
without  the  analysis  of  the  grain  which  grows 
upon  it  s  because  it  is  by  a  comparison  of 
the  two  results  that  we  are  enabled  to  de- 
termine whether  a  soil  is  calculated  to  pro- 
duce a  crop  of  a  particular  grain ;  for  as  the 


grain  derives  its  inorganic  constituents  from 
the  soil,  it  is  obvious  that  tins  afllrmatioii 
must  hold  with  truth  in  all  cases.  Analyses 
of  grain  grown  with  different  manures  hsTe, 
therefore,  engaged  our  attention,  and  some 
analyses  of  this  kind  I  present  to  yon,  ese- 
onted  by  Messrs.  Michehnore  and  Watson,  of 
oats,  including  the  husks,  grown  at  Brskiiie 
with— 
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Fbreign  Guano.     Sulph.  Soda. 

Organic  Matter 967*25  970*58 

SUica 11-37  15*28 

Alkaline  Phosphates 1*87  2*00 

Phosphates  of  Lime  and  Magnesia    .     .     .  8*76  11*63 

Phosphate  of  Alumina 0*60  0*50 

Phosphate  of  Iron trace  trace 


Brit.  Guano. 
972*24 
13*37 
3-75 
10*64 
trace 
trace 


For  the  quantity  of  inorganic  matter  in 
other  specimens  of  oats,  I  refer  jou  to  the 
"  Proceedings  of  the  Philosophical  Society 
of  Glasgow/'  No.  6,  just  published. 

There  is  still  a  kind  of  inquiry  relative  to 
agriculture,  which  forms  the  connecting  link 
between  that  art  and  the  science  of  health, 
and  is,  therefore,  of  equal  value  to  the  stu- 
dent of  medicine  and  agriculture — I  refer  to 
the  determination  of  the  amount  of  the 
nutritive  part  of  grain.  Bread,  we  found  in 
a  preceding  part  of  the  course,  contains  the 
elements  of  the  blood,  and  in  proportion  as 
the  amount  of  these  principles  calculated  to 
produce  this  fluid  are  greater  or  less  in  the 
aliment  consumed,  so  is  the  latter  possessed 
of  superior  or  inferior  nutritive  power.  The 
table  annexed  gives  the  result  of  a  series  of 
experiments  upon  the  bread  and  flour  of 
different  countries. 

The  foreign  bread  was  brought  by  myself 
from  the  towns  mentioned ;  the  flour  was 
supplied  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Baker,  of  Gordon 
Street.  The  analyses  were  made  by  myself, 
and  some  of  them  were  repeated  by  Mr. 
Watson  and  Mr.  Michelmore.  The  numbers 
in  the  table  were  obtained  by  determining 
the  quantity  of  ammonia  which  can  be  form^ 


from  the  axote  contained  in  the  flour.  The 
process  is  exceedingly  simple,  and  can  soon 
be  acquired.  The. second  column  is  read 
thus :  100  parts  of  Naumburg  bread  are 
equal  in  nourishing  power  to  150  of  States 
flour,  &c. 

Nutritious  Principles. 

Per  Cent.     Equiv. 

Naumburg  Bread  (Prussia)  16*49  100* 

Dresden  Bread    ....  14*30  115*31 

Berlm  Bread       ....  14*21  116*04 

Canada  Flour      ....  13*81  117*23 

Essex  Flour 13*59  121*33 

Glasgow  unfermented  Bread  13*39  123*15 

Lothian  Flour     ....  12*30  134*06 

United  SUtes'  Flour    ;     .  11*37  145*03 

Ditto  Ditto    .     .  10*99  15000 

The  process,  exhibited  to  you  in  a  former 
lecture,  for  the  mechanical  uialysis  of  flour, 
is  equally  interesting  to  the  farmer  and 
surgeon,  and  should  be  mastered  by  both. 
The  following  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Michel- 
more,  and  was  the  specimen  from  the  United 
States  noticed  in  the  table.  The  concidence 
in  respect  to  the  nutritive  principles  between 
the  results  of  the  two  analyses  conducted  in 
different  ways,  is  highly  striking  :-^ 


Starch 

[Fibrin    .     .     . 

Gluten  •  Casein  .  .  . 
GlutinandOU 
Loss — Water   . 

Albumen 

Gum 

Sugar 

Water 


? 


116-8 
5*27  > 
304) 
5-29 


902* 
130*4 


14*0 

00-4 

16-3 

189-3 


Per  Cent. 
68.73 

993 


106 

4*60 

1-24 

14-44 


Your  time  will  not  permit  me  to  enlarge 
further  upon  the  subject  of  practical  chemis- 
try, that  is,  the  dedication  of  as  much  time 
u  pooible  in  the  laboratory  to  operations 
which  require,  on  the  part  of  the  pupil,  the 
exerciae  of  the  mind  and  hands ;  but  before 
condnding,  I  cannot  too  much  insist  upon 
the  indisp^isable  nature  of  this  study  to  the 
manufacturer,  farmer,  and  medical  man ;  for 
H  is  the  essence  of  the  arts  of  calico  printing, 
dyeing,  bleaching,  &c.  and  we  can  in  vain 
look  for  any  permanent  advance«in  agricul- 
ture until  fiumers  are  educated  practically  in 
the  elements  of  chemistry,  just  as  they  learn 


3  ox.  «=   1312-5  grs.  100*00 

to  plough,  BOW,  and  reap,  or  to  sum  up  ac- 
counts. Without  such  a  knowledge  they 
will  either  be  compelled  to  be  sceptical  or 
apathetic,  as  the  chemical  language  addressed 
to  them  must  be  that  of  an  unknown  tongue, 
or  they  must  ever  be  subject  to  be  misled  by 
the  popular  fallacies  of  the  chemical  empiric. 
To  the  surgeon  and  physician,  practical 
chemistry,  such  as  I  have  defined  it,  is  as 
requisite  as  practical  anatomy,  and  soon  we 
may  expect  to  find  a  session  in  the  labora- 
tory a  part  of  the  medical  curriculum.  The 
school  whidi  shall  first  take  this  position  will 
show  itself  most  alive  to  thft\>t^^««k^l  vs^k^kao 
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The  expense  has  been  much  overrated ;  I  have  Selected  the  Statistical  hcU 

and  I  believe  the  arrangements  now  adopted  from  the  most  correct   and  autbentk 

in  the  Glasgow  College    Laboratory    will  sources  that  were  available  during  my 

bring  practical  chemistry  within  the  reach  brief  sojourn  in  antipodean  regions. 

of  most  young  men  who  desire  to  improve  prom  the  most  recent  and  approved 

their  minds  by  the  s^y  of  one  of  the  most  medical  standard  works  on  puhnonary 

valuable  and  mteresting  sciok^  with  which  complaints,  (Sir  James  Clarkf William^ 

man  can  occupy  himself.     But,  as  a  branch  g^  j^       ^  Jjonis),  it  woiild  apn»^ 

of  general  education,  I  know  of  no  study  .^.    .1      «^«J^  !!*  *\izJ^^     *-i.*^ 

eqiSly  calculated  to  develop  the  mind.    To  ^^!  the  people  of  this   country  are 

n^ke  an  analysis,  that  U,  to  divide  a  body  s^^^J^ct,  m  a  more  than  ordinary  de- 

composed  of  many  parts  united  together  gree,  to  diseases  of  the  chest  and  longs ; 

into  its  ultimate  constituents,  a  student  must  ^d  that  CTeater  mortality  arises  from 

remember  and  reason,  if  he  is  properly  this  than  from  any  other  class  of  dis- 

taught  ;  and  if  he  enters  upon  a  research,  ease.      Now    whatever  _  difierence    of 

that  is,  a  combination  of  analyses,  one  ex-  opinion  may  be  entertained  as  to  the 

periment  arising  out  of  another,  until  the  extent  to  which  this  peculiar  liability 

united  results  enable  a  conclusion  to  be  is  attributable  to  the  unequable  cha- 

drawn,  he  becomes  a  disciple  of  Lord  Bacon  racter  of  the  English  climate,  the  iofln- 

— an  inductive  philosopher,  the  safest  con-  ence  of  climate  on  pnlmonary  disease 

dition  for  all  study  and  for  every  profession,  fg  universally  admitted   to  be    by  no 

Irrespective,  then,  of  the  important  know-  ^eans    inconsiderable.       I   arrived  in 

ledge  to  be  acquired  m  the  laboratory,  the  Auckland,   in  New   Zealand,   on   the 

trainmg  which  the  mmd  undergoes  is  of  the  g^j^  ^f  October,   1842,  and  Tailed  for 

the  studies  of  the  laboratory,  whether,  what-  ?"""«  ^^'^  ^^^V  of  nearly  two  months 

ever  their  future  occupation  in  life  has  been,  ^  }^^^  »"  opportunity  of  visiting  several 

they  have  not  had  their  powers  of  observa-  ^f    the  native  and    European    settle- 

tion  sharpened,   and  their  appreciation  of  nients,   and  had  also  an  opportunity 

evidence  improved,  by  their  chemical  educa-  afforded  me  of  observing  the  diseasea 

tion.  prevalent  amongst  the  natives — these 

Deing  a  form  of  scurvy  called  "  fe  fe," 

rheumatism,  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  and 

OBSERVATIONS  ophthalmia.    The  venereal  disease  is 

ourn^  now  very  prevalent    at    the    Bay  of 

CLIMATE  OF  THE  BRITISH  COLO-  Islands,  which  is  the  great   whaling 

NIES  OF  NEW  ZEALAND,  NEW  station,  principally  North   American 

SOUTH  WALES,  AND  VAN  and  French,  and  it  is  most  painful  to 

DIEMAN'S  LAND,  witness    the    awful    and     destructive 

ravages  which  this  disease  produces  on 

AS  COMPARED  WITH  THAT  OF  THE  BRAZILS,  the  nalivcs,  male  and  female.     They 

MADEIRA,    AND   THE    CONTINENT    OF  ^c  naturally,  from  their  mode  of  life 

EUROPE:  Qj,^  mtlg    regard    to    cleanliness    or 

From  pertonal   remarktf  and    the    moii  clothing,  and  exposure  to   night   air, 

recent  authentic  ttatistical  data.  often   lying  in   their   damp  coverlets 

w»T»  A  after  their  fishing  excursions  during  a 

FEW  REMARKS  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  hot    day,    prcdisposcd    to    glandular 

*' ABORIGINES,"    AND    THOSE    INTRO"  aficctions :  indccd,  scrofulous  aficctions 

DucED  BY  EUROPEAN  COLONIZATION.  sccm  to  havc   bccu  entailed  on  the 

By  James  B.  Thompson,  M.D.  P^f!^"^  generation  by  this  neglect,  pro- 

bablv,  on  the  part  of  their  progenitors, 
{For  the  London  Medical  Gazette.)  and  I  would  adduce  this  fact  as  a  proof 
^  of  the  great  fatality  amongst  the  Abo- 
il avino,  during  my  recent  sojourn  in  ri^nes  generally  When  become  diseased 
the  colonies,  made  some  reports  on  the  with  venereal  or  any  of  our  exan- 
vegetable  and  mineral  productions  of  thematous  complaints. 
New  Zealand  in  narticuW,  and  which  It  is  incredible  in  what  a  short  time 
are  published  in  the  first  number  of  the  any  of  this  latter  class  of  diseases  will 
New  South  Wales  Magazine  for  1843,  run  a  destructive  and  fatal  course— 
it  may  not  be  deemed  uninteresting  to  once  the  constitution  of  the  native 
oflfer  a  few  remarks  on  the  subjects  with  becomes  tainted,  nothing  will  efih:- 
which  this  paper  is  headed.  tually  remove  the  germs  of  the  virus : 
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they  invariably  become  affected  with  well,  and  became  convalescent  in  a 

pulmonary  complaints,  and  no  medical  much  shorter  period  than  some  of  the 

treatment  seems  capable  of  affording  Europeans  operated  upon  at  the  same 

them  permanent  relief.     If  a  case  is  time  and  for  a  similar  affection, 
seen  at  the  very  incipient  stase,  you        The  wounds  heal  and  cicatrize  very 

may  calculate  upon   being   of  some  ouickly,  unless  there  be  some  previous 

utilitv;  but  once  beyond  this,  it  is  a  delicacy:    They  also  seem  to  be  equally 

hopeless  case.    Venereal,  particularly,  exposed  to  the  fatal  consequences   of 

seems  to  run  a  quick  and  fatal  course,  venereal  and  the  exanthemata.    As  an 

producing  the  most  extensive  sloughinff  instance  in  confirmation  of  this  latter 

ulcers,  and  affecting  the  bones    ana  point,  I  will  here  mention  a  circum- 

cartilages  in  a  more  marked  form  than  stance  which  occurred  just  previous  to 

I  have  ever  witnessed  in  any  of  our  my  arrival  at  Pemambuco  in  May  last, 

large  British  hospitals.    The  natives  A  slave-ship  had  arrived,  having  sailed 

have  a  great  objection  to  bleeding  and  from    the    opposite    coast  of   Africa, 

vaccination,  and  in  order  to   induce  Angola,  with  1000  slaves  on  board ; 

them  to  take  any  medicine,  they  will  during  the  voyage,  which  is,  on  an 

expect  you  to  give  them  some  present  average,  about  five  weeks,  and,  from 

for  so  doing,  as  they  imagine  they  are  the    want   of  ventilation    and    other 

doing  you  a  favour  by  acceding  to  your  necessary  requisites  for  the  comforts  of 

reauest  on  this  point.  these    poor   creatures,  they  lost  100 

in  the  vicinity  of  the  European  set-  before  they  landed   at   the   coast  of 

tlements  they  are  now  beginning  to  Brazil ;  and  in  about  ten  days  after 

appreciate  the  use  of  medicine,  and  the  there  were  only  600  souls  left,  300 

other  many  advantages  likely  to  result  having  died  of  small-pox.  This  was  told 

from  the  attendance  of  a  medical  man,  me  by  Mr.  Cooper,  tne  British  Consul, 

and  have,  in  man^r  instances,  gone  for  In  corroboration  of  the  fact  of  these 

advice  and  medicine  to  the  colonial  slaves  soon  getting  well  after  being^ 

surgeon.    The  medical  man  must  have  operated  upon,  I  think  it  may  be  weu 

recourse  to  more  active  and  rigorous  to  mention  that  I  saw  one  man  in 

measures  in  all  cases  of  fevers,  infiam-  hospitid  who  had  been  operated  upon 

mations,  &c.  than  in   England  ;   he  for  a  malignant  disease,  it  was  stated, 

must,  to  make  use  of  a  homely  phrase,  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  remove  a 

be  beforehand  with  the  disease,  and,  portion  of  the  lower  jaw.    The  man 

as  some  of  the  old  school  would  call  it,  was  nearly  weU  when  I  saw  him,  and 

be  thereby  enabled  to  "  knock  the  dis-  he  bore  this  painful  operation  with 

ease  under."    This  is  the    mode   of  great  patience  and  fortitude, 
practice  rec^uisite  in  all  tropical  cli-       Though  the  month  of  May  is  about 

mates,  making  it^  of  course,  suitable  the    commencement    of   their    rain^ 

to  the  previous  history  of  the  patient,  season  in  the  Brazils,  still  I  found  it 

and  to  meet  the  urgency  of  the  indi-  rather  disagreeably  warm  and  oppres- 

vidual  case.  sive.    They  have  had  very  little  rain 

Havinff    made    a    short   visit    to  for  the  last  year.      The  country  is 

the  Braals  on  my  return  from  the  generally  very  low  and  marshy,  and 

colonies,    I   had    an   opportunity    of  would  lead  one  to  expect  such  a  place 

witnessing  some  diseases  amongst  the  as  would  be  rife  for   those  diseases 

African  slaves,  both  in  the  hospitals  arisine  from  miasmata  and  the  direct 

and  amouffst  the  out-door    patients;  rays  ofa  tropical  sun:  still,iti6remark- 

and  it  would  appear  to  me  tnat  they  able  how  free  from  all  such  complaints 

are   prediroosed  to    similar   diseases  this  country  generally  is ;  in  tact,  it 

with  the  Aborigines  above  alluded  to,  would  induce  one  to  doubt  the  existence 

with  the  additional  prevalence,  pro-  of  malaria  or  contagion,  at  least  from 

bably,  of  dysentery,  ophthalmia,  and  atmospheric  influence,  and  still  more 

rheumatism.     Those  slaves  who  have  lead  one  to  question  the  mischief  so 

been  resident  in  Brazil  for  some  years  much  talked  of  as  arising  from  swamps 

appear    comparatively    healthy,    and  and   vegetable    decomposition.     The 

unienerer  operated  upon  for  any  dis-  summer  comprises  three-fourths  of  the 

ease,  die  late  much  lamented  Dr.  Low-  year  here,    and  is  somewhat   hotter 

don,  surseon  for  sixteen  years  to  the  generally  throughout  than  in  England* 

British  hospitid  at   Pemambuco,  in-  The  spnng  ana  autumn  have  the  tem- 

formed  me  toat  they  bore  the  operation  perature,  and  clear  settled  NRV&A^kKX^^ 
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774  NUMEROUS  HARD  TUMORS  IN  THE  CHEST. 

if  attention  be  paid. to  the  facts  I  have  heart,  fr^missement  cataire,  and  of  a 

mentioned,  there  will  be  no  need  to  peculiar  jerking  pulse,  supposed  to  be 

part  with  a  tried  and  established  re-  sure  signs  of  valvular  ^sease,  when 

medy  for  one  whose  mode  of  action  is  none  existed, 

no  ^ubt  essentially  similar.  Henry    Hughes,   est.  31,    admitted 

I  might  also  remark,  that  the  nitrate  into  the  Brighton  Hosnital,  March  15, 

of  silver  seems  to  possess  an  almost  1843,  died  June  3,  l84o  ;  a  tinman,  of 

equally  beneficial  action  when  applied  a  full,  bloated  habit.     He  was  in  the 

to  the  skm  in  the  immediate  vicmity  hospital  about  a  year  before,  and  had 

of  other  inflamed  or  irritable  mucous  a  hard  superficial  tumor,  the  sixe  of  an 

membranes.  My  opinion  was  requested  egg,  taken  from  the  loins.    His  present 

by  a  medical  gentleman  some  months  symptoms  are,  pain  in  the  back ;  acute 

back,  on  a  patient  of  his  who  had  been  pain  in  the  loins,  as  if  thejr  were  b^ken ; 

under  his  care  for  about  four  months,  urine  scanty,  turbid ;    violent  cough ; 

It  was  a  case  of  gonorrhoea,  which  had  mucous    expectoration,  not  copious; 

been  about  eight  months  under  treat-  bronchial  sibilant  rdle   all  over   the 

ment  before  it  came  under  the  care  of  chest ;  pulse  from  120  to  160,  small, 

the  gentleman  alluded  to.    The  patient  jerking ;  sounds  of  the  heart  strong,  as 

was  a  young  man  of  full  habit,  and  a  if  the  left  ventricle  were  hypertiophiedf 

wine  merclmnt,  who  was  tolerably  fond  fir^missement  cataire,  as  if  from  mi- 

of  good  living.     Almost  everv  plan  of  tral  regurgitation ;    biliary  secretions 

treatment  that  could  be  thought  of  had  healthy. 

been  carefully  tried,  and  had  failed,  For  these  symptoms  he  was  bled, 

over  and  over  again ;  and  at  the  time  cupped,  took  ipecacuan,  colchicumy  di- 

of  my  seeing  him  there  was  still  a  con*  gitalis,  diuretics, 
siderable   mscharge  of  thick   yellow 

matter  from  the  urethra,  much  pain  in  PotUmortem  Examination,  —  Hard 

making  water,  and  occasional  attacks  encephaloid  tumors  all  over  the  parietes 

of  chordee.     By  mv  direction  the  ni-  of  the  chest,  from  the  size  of  a  pin's 

irate  was  applied  along  the  under  sur»  head  to  that  of  an  egg,  embedded  more 

face  of  the  penis,  as  far  as  tJiie  scrotum,  or  less  in  the  muscular  substance ;  lungs 

and  also  sughtly  behind  it     I  aeain  full  of  the  same  |  mesenteric  glandsul 

saw  this  gentleman  about  three  days  hard  and  enlarged ;  large  mass  of  simi- 

aflerwards^  when  he  informed  me  that  lar  tumors  beneath  and  about  the  base 

he  was  better  than  he  had  been  for  of  the  heart,  pressing  upon  and  binding 

mionths,  that  the  discharge  was  nearly  the  aorta  and  heart ;   similar  tumors 

gone,  and  serous,  and  that  he  had  no  beneath  the  stomach.  The  gall-bladder 

pain  in  making  water.  unusually  distended  with  healthy  bile. 

Since  that  period  I  have  not  seen  Lumbar  vertebree  carious,  the  interior 
either  the  patient  or  his  medical  attend-  absorbed,  leaving  only  a  sh^ll,  throoffh 
ant,  and  am  therefore  unacquainted  which  the  knife  passed  with  sli^t 
with  the  termination  of  the  case ;  but  pressure.  Bronchial  glands  enlarged 
I  left  him  with  an  understanding  that  and  hardened.  The  .)ieart  and  valves 
he  was  to  paint  over  the  course  of  the  perfectly  sound ;  jtha^-ventriclea  rather 
urethra  with  the  tincture  of.  iodine  small;  and  the  plsrieted  rather  thin, 
about  twice  a  week,  until  all  the  symp-  The  peculiar  pulse  and  the  sounds  of 
toms  were  removed.  the  heart  seem  to  have  been  caused  by 
IS,  Bloomtbnry  Square.  the  number  of  hard  tumors  which 
— pressed  upon  the  aorta  and  heart,  and 

PECULIAR  SOUND  OF  THE  HEART.  ?°  *  degree  strangulated  and  modified 

its  action.^I  am,  sir, 

INDSPKNDBNT  0»  VALVULAE  DI8SASB.  YOUT  obcdicnt  SCTVant, 

W.  Kino, 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^^^^^^t}H  ^"WV  ^^ffi^'S"*'^ 

g                  ^  of  the  RoyaTCoUege  o/Phytidana. 

The  following  case  has  been  thought  so 
interesting,  that  I  have  been  requested 
to  publish  it.  It  proves  the  possibility 
of  the  existence  of  certain  sounds  of  the 
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ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS.  Next  year  he  will  lecture  on  Verte- 

br  ated  Animals. 

•*  L*Aateiir  se  toe  &  alloiiffer  ce  que  le  lecteur  se  — 

tue  ii  Abi^g^er."— -D'Albmbbrt.  ^. 

__  On  Feigned  and  Factitious  Diseases, 

_.                   ^T    ri             A'       A     ^  ehiefiy  of  Soldiers  and  Seamen,  kc. 

Lecture,  on  the  ComparaUve  A^tom^  B  fiicroaGAViN,  M.D.  &c.  London, 

and  Phy$iolopy  of  the  Invertebrate  ,^      12mo.  pp.  436. 

Animals,  delivered  at  the  Royal  Col-  '^^ 

lege    of  Surgeons    in    1843.      By  Dr.  Gavin's  Essay  gained  the  prize 

Richard  Owen,  F.R.S.  Huntenan  proposed  by  the  Professor  of  Military 

Professor   to   the   CoUege.     From  Surgery  at  Edinburgh,  in  1835.    It  has 

Il^i?®^  i?^^  .^y  ^-^  V'  J?^?^^^'  been  smee  altered  and  enlarged,  and  is 

M.R.C.S.,  and  revised  by  Professor  ^  very  creditable  performance.     We 

Owen.      Illustrated    by   numerous  extract  the  following  exceUent  obser- 

woodcuts.    London,  1843.    8vo.  pp.  yations   with   great   pleasure.       The 

^^  auUior  says  that  Scott,  Forbes,  an4 

It  is  unnecessary  to  recommend  a  work  Marshall,  **  do  not  plead  for  the  noto- 

on  comparative  anatomy  by  Mr.  Owen ;  nous  malingerer;  but  when  instances  of 

it  is  sufficient  to  announce  its  appear-  deception    become  frequent,    in   any 

ance.  country,  in  any  garrison  or  station,  in 

The  book  consists  of  twenty-four  any  regiment,  or  in  any  ship  of  war, 

lectures ;  and  the  Professor  has  added  they  presume  that  the  question  may  be 

to  Mr.  Cooper's  notes  the  details  which,  very  reasonably  aBkea— is  there  not 

for  want  or  time,  Mr.  Owen  omitted  in  something  wrong  in  the  arrangement  of 

the  theatre.  the    place,    in   the    government    or 

Spiders,    it  seems,   generally  have  administration  of  the   particular  por- 

eight  eyes,  and  never  less  than  six : —  tion    of    the   community    in    wnich 

**  The  spiders  which  inhabit  short  tubes,  such    frequent    deceptions    abound  P 

terminated  by  a  large  web  exposed  to  something  which,   acting  injuriously 

'  the  open  air,  have  the  eyes  separated,  on  the  bodies  or  minds  of  the  men,  is 

and  more  spread  upon  the  front  of  the  therefore  not  beneath  the  considera- 

cephalothorax.  tion  of  the  medical   officers  of  the 

''  Those  spiders  which  rest  in  the  establishment,  who  alone  can  appre- 

centre  of  a  free  web,  and  along  which  ciate   the   mischief,    and    by    whose 

they  frequently  traverse,  have  tne  eyes  mediation  alone    it  is    likely    to    be 

supported  on  slight  prominences,  wmch  remedied  P     The  privilege  conferred 

permit  a  grei^r  divergence  of  their  by  their  profession,  of  being  the  friend 

axes ;  this  structure  is  well  marked  in  of  mankind,  is  one  which  ou^ht  not  to 

the  genus    Tkomisa,    the  species    of  be  willingly  resigned.    A  striking  ex- 

whicn  liie  in   ambuscade   in  flowers,  emplification   of    the   truth    of    the 

Lastly,  the  spiders  called  Errantes,  or  foregoing    remarks    was     shown    in 

wanderers,  have  their  eyes  still  more  Trinidad,  on  the  completion  of  the 

scattered,  the  lateral  ones  being  placed  emancipation  of  the  slaves.    The  hos- 

at  the  margins  of  the  cephalothorax.  pitals  were  emptied ;    the  sick  were 

The  structure  of  these  simple  eyes  re-  cured,  the  lame  nealcd,  the  blind  were 

sembles  that  which  has  been  so  well  restored  to  sigjit,  and  the  insane  to 

described  by  Miiller  in  the  scorpion  ;  their  senses.    The  boy  of  the  Monday 

Lyonnet  had  recognised  the  crystalline  before,   belonging   to  the    second  or 

lens.    The  iris,  or  process  of  pigment  lower  gang,    was  suddenly   endowed 

which  advances  in  front  of  the  lens,  is  with  the  strength  and  muscle  of  a  man, 

green,  red,  or  brctwn,  in  the  diurnal  and  wanted  a  full  task;    whilst  the 

spiders,  and  black  at  the  back  part  of  feeble   man,    whose    strength   before 

toe  eye.     The  nocturnal  species,  as  would  not  allow  him  to  go  through 

Mygale  and  Tarantula,  have  a  brilliant  the  work  of  the  first  gang,  found  it 

tapetum,  but  no  dark  pigment."  (Page  instantly  renovated  to  the  necessary 

256.)  pitch :  the  whole  being  the  miraculous 

Professor  Owen's  lectures  will  be  result    of    the    sanatory    effects    of 

ei^rly  perused  bv  those  who  have  freedom."  (p.  45-6.) 

leisure  for  the  delightful  science  of  If  Dr.  Gavin's  book  reaches  a  second 

which  they  treat.  edition,  which  it  richly  ds.<QftTH^^V^ 
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should   revise   his  Latin    quotations,  and  the  melancholy.  When  these  fonns 

some  of  which  are  in  a  very  perplexing  are  strongly  developed  (as  in  the  figures 

®***^'  ^__  hy  Gibber,  which  adorned  the  front  of 

^    <i    ^     *•      T  ji  r  si,^  r^u  the  old  Bethlem,  in  Moorfields,)  the  pa- 

On  the  Curatwe  Influence  of  the  C/t-  '  *^        *^ 

mate    of   Pau,    and    the    Mineral  tients  are  unfit  for  any  of  the  offices  of 

Waters  of  the  Pyrenees,  on  Disease,  life.     Such  patients  can  neither  fill  the 

With  descriptive  notices  of  the  Geo-  higher  stations  of  society,  nor  perform 

Ugj,Botany,NaturalHistorjfMotin-  ^^  ^^^y^^^  ^^^^  ^^  y^^^^^  ^^  ^^ 
tain  Sports,  Local  Anttgmttes,  and  e       ^         t»  ^  ^t-       • 

Topography  qf  the  Pyrenees,  and  ^^^  drawers  of  water.    But  there  is  a 

theirprinctpal  Watering-Places.    By  third  kind  of  insanity,  which,  thoogh  it 

A.  T&TLOR,  M.D.     London,  1842.  must  always  have  existed,  has  but  lately 

12mo.  pp.  342.  obtained  a  fixed  place  in  nosology.  We 

The  work  before  us  is  divided  into  ^^^^j,  mowoiiuinta-a  name  first  given 

nineteen  chapters  discussing  the  vanous  ,     ,,      .    ,  .^^  . 

iK)int8     relating     to     the*   Pyrenean  by  Esquirol  some  thirty  years  since, 
watering-places  which    are  likely  to        If  we  were  asked  by  a  medical  stu- 

interest  either  the    physician  or  the  dent  where  he  could  learn  the  nature 

mvalid.    The  places  described  are  Pau,  ^f  ^his  mental  disease,  we  should  refer 

sf-^auveur,  Srets^^Ea'Si-^'nf  e'',  ^°^  ^°  ^^^  ^'"^«  <>^  ^  1"^*^^^  ^^^""^ 
and  EauX'Chaudes.  If  we  might  hint  where  he  would  find  plenty  of  ex- 
a  fault,  we  would  suggest  that  the  amples ;  but  if  the  question  were  pro- 
author  should  completely  translate  a  poged  by  a  man  of  letters,  disinclined 
number  of  French  sentences  in  the  .  .  j  •  -x  *•  n  i_  1 1 
geological  part,  which  have  been  left  ^^  «^"^y  »"f ^^^^  practically,  we  should 
in  a  transition,  or  Anglo-Gallic  state,  say,  "  Read  Don  Quixote  once  mere." 
For  example :  **  The  secondary  forma-  In  the  romance  of  Cervantes  we  find 
tion  is  composed  of  gr^s  rouge,  gr^s  a  gentleman  of  fine  feelings  and  culti- 

fe%i:e*'er4&rirSnf  -»^^  understanding,  who  h«  hung 

lunestone,  these  rocks  do  not  contain  over  the  tomes  of  chivaUy  till  the 

any    foreigrn    strata.       The    minerals  day-dreams  which  they  suggest  have 

accidentally  met  with,  disseminated  in  swallowed  up  the  dull  realities  of  life, 

the  gr^s  rouge,  are  fer  sulphur^,  fer  yet,  although  actual  existence  must 

hydrate,  and  cuivre  pynteux.      The  ,     '  ■«   .     i..      ^  -, 

baryte     sulfatde     laminaire,     rarely  *^ave  appeared  to  him  flat  and  un- 

accompanied  with  a  small  portion  of  profitable,  he  seems  to  have  carried 

cuivre  carbonate  and  ocre  de  fer,  fre-  on  his  a&irs,  not  well  perhaps,  bat 

quently  forms  veins  in  the  r^  sand-  tolerably,  until  his  monomania  passed 

stone.*    (p.  129.)     Dr.  Taylor's  book  .  .     ,,  ,    ,  ,  ,     ^mT, 

contains  solid   information,  and  will  ^^^  ^^®  »^^^"^  «^S^'  ^^  ^®  ^^^ 

be  consulted  with  advantage.  forth  in  quest  of  adventures.   And  now 

■  Cervantes  brings  us  to  that  delicate 

nyrTTTfcTn  at     r«  a  ^H'nm?  V^int,  where  monomonia  touches  upon 

M±.D1CAL.   GAZJlil  IE.  ^^i^g^  ^^  hallucinations  lead  to  acts 

Friday,  August  25,  1843.  incompatible  with  the  peace  of  society. 
The  knight   of  La  Mancha,  taking 

"  Ucet  omnibQB,  licet  etiam  mihl,  diffoiUtem  ^  ™*^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^»°^  O^  ^e  Burning 

ArtiM  Mediae  tneri ;  potestat  modo  Teniendi  in  Sword,  for  his  guide,  resolves  with  his 

•^  Cicero.  ^^^  nght  arm  to  redress  the  wrongs 

of  the  world : — 

THE  PLEA  OP  MONOMANIA  IN  Pareere»ubjectii,etdebellM««ipcrboal 

CRIMINAL  CASES.  His  delusions,  meantime,  are  on  the 

Only  two  kinds  of  madness  are  recog-  increase ;  his  eyes,  misguided  by  Bis 

nized  in  popular  language— the  furious  brain,   become    very    Pithless   inter- 
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preters  of  the  external  world,  and  turn  ainswerable  to  the  law.  It  is  the  effect 
a  flock  of  sheep  into  an  army,  and  a  of  discussion,  however,  and  the  office 
barber's  basin  into  Mambrino's  helmet,  of  legislation,  to  clear  up  some  of  the 
In  short,  his  hallucinations  lead  him  so  extreme  points ;  and  it  is  plain  that  to 
widely  astray,  that  without  being  a  treat  the  assassin  as  an  innocent  man, 
criminal  in  the  vulgar  sense  of  the  merely  because  he  has  added  murder  as 
word,  Don  Quixote  is  constantly  on  the  a  kind  of  climax  to  his  previous  de- 
verge  of  committing  murder.  To  most  viations  from  right,  is  of  the  most 
readers  his  adventures  seem  ludicrous  dangerous  consequence  to  society.  If 
to  the  highest  degree,  and  palpably  he  had  killed  a  hare,  his  eccen^city 
impossible ;  yet  we  might  say  to  the  would  not  save  him  from  jail :  he  has 
modem  monomaniac,—  sacrificed  a  man,  and  his  life  should 
matato nomine, de te  expiate  the  deed.  ''A  rogue,"  said 
Fabalanvnturi  Coleridge,  "  is  a  round-about  fool— a 

Thus,  some  addle-headed  mechanic  fool  in  circumbendibus ;"  but  the  knave 
imagines  that  the  difficulties  which  cannot  therefore  claim  the  privileges  of 
perplex  society  can  be  solved  by  the  the  untainted  simpleton.  Nor  is  it  true 
simple  expedient  of  destroying  the  that  capital  punishment  would  be  use- 
head  cf  the  state,  or  the  leading  less  as  an  example  to  other  mono- 
politician  of  the  day;  the  knot  of  maniacs.  The  half-mad,  who  perfectly 
human  afiairs,  too  great  for  his  ca-  understand  the  meaning  of  the  gallows, 
pacity  to  unravel,  can  be  severed,  he  abound,  and  on  them  the  execution  of 
thinks,  by  the  knife  or  the  bullet,  a  murderer  is  by  no  means  lost. 
What  is  to  be  done  with  the  assassin  ?  Hence  the  Frenchman  who  thought 
The  old,  and  perhaps  the  best  plan,  that  homicidal  insanity  was  best  cured 
was  to  hang  him.  Oh !  no !  cry  many  on  the  Place  (U  Grive,  was  not  far  from 
modem  writers,  you  must  not  hang  the  mark. 

him ;  for  the  man  is  a  lunatic,  and       On  a  former  occasion*  we  ventured 

lunatics,  says  the  law,  are  not  chargea-  to  assert,  that  the  jury  did  right  to 

ble  for  their  acts.  acquit  Macnaughten,  if  they  believed 

Here,  then,  is  a  forensic  difficulty  of  him  to  be  destitute  of  the  glimmering 

no  ordinary  magnitude.    On  the  one  of  reason  which  would  enable  him  to 

hand,noone  would  send  a  stark,  staring  see  the  link  between  murder  and  the 

madman  to  the  gibbet.  gallows ;  but  though  most  persons  who 

On  the  other,  while  it  is  clear  that  have  seen  him  agree  that  he  is  mad,  it 
these  political  or  religious  enthusiasts  may  be  doubted  if  he  could  have  been 
are  not  of  perfectly  sound  mind,  the  acquitted  by  our  test. 
same  is  trae  of  all  criminals  what-  Among  the  writers  who  have  lately 
soever ;  and  if  we  acquit  every  assassin  endeavoured  to  throw  hght  on  this  in- 
Whose  crime  appears  to  lack  an  ade-  tricate  subject,  is  Dr.  Stark,  of  Edin- 
qoate  motive,  and  all  who  have  ap-  burgh,  who  has  lately  put  forth  a  pam- 
peared  at  any  time  whimsical  or  phlet  on  the  responsibility  of  mono- 
crotchety,  additional  Bethlems  may  maniacs  for  murder. 
entirely  replace  Australia  and  the  Dr.  Stark  is  not  always  consistent 
gallows.  with  himself.    Thus,  immediately  after 

No  human  being  can  draw  an  uner-  insisting  on  the  capital  punishment  of 

ring  line  between  the  madness  which  murder,  because  it  is  enjoined  in  the 

makes   a  man   irresponsible  for   his  Pentateuch,  he  asserts  that  murder  is 

crimes,  and  that  which  still  leaves  him  ~T!  ~  7;    737711^1 

'  *  Medical  GMETTi.,Vlii.xt\ilLVi^,\^^' 
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the  only  crime  for  which  life  ought  to  The  third  and  last  question  is,  *'  Are 

be  forfeited,  forgetting  how  numerous  monomaniacs  impelled  to  eammit  murder 

were  the  offences  punished  capitally  by  or  suicide  by  a  power  which  they  caxmoi 

the  Mosaic  law.  resist,  so  that  they  do  not  act  as  free 

But  passing  oyer  this,  let  us  proceed  agents  ?*' 
to  three  important  questions  which  he  Dr.  Stark  answers  this  question 
asks  and  endeavours  to  answer.  broadly  in  the  negative.  Whether  this 
The  first  is,  ''  Are  all  monomaniacs  answer  is  universally  tme  is  of  little 
necessarily  led  to  acts  of  destruction  P  importance.  Let  the  legal  test  be  ap- 
'*  By  no  means,"  we  should  reply,  plied  to  the  assassin,  and  if  he  has 
and  all  the  world  with  us.  There  are,  enough  reason  to  know  that  he  is  com- 
however,  two  classes  of  destructive  mitting  a  capital  crime,  he  has  no  caiMe 
monomaniacs;  those,  namely,  who  have  to  complain  that  the  sentence  of  the 
always  been  homicidal,  and  those  who  law  is  executed  in  his  person.  It  is 
have  become  so,  as  a  subsequent  and  quite  certain,  too,  that  the  execution 
accidental  symptom  in  monomania  of  of  a  monomaniac  checks  the  propensity 
another  form.  Dr.  Stark,  however,  to  crime  among  other  persons  suffering 
will  only  allow  of  the  latter  kind,  where  under  partial  insanity.  Dr.  Stark  ob- 
the  thirst  for  blood  is  engrafted  upon  serves,  that  the  monomaniacs  who  com- 
the  monomania  of  love,  ambition,  or  mitted  murder  in  imitation  of  Hen- 
fanaticism  ;  and  will  not  hear  of  it  as  rietta  Cornier  amounted  to  a  dosen  at 
a  separate  disease.  Nevertheless,  it  least,  but  not  one  of  Uie  imitative  mar- 
exists  ;  yet,  we  should  be  loath  to  make  ders  occurred  till  the  result  of  the  trial 
its  existence  a  shield  for  the  murderer,  was  known,  that  the  prisoner,  namely. 
Ought aThugtoescape the  gibbetwhich  had  been  acquitted  on  the  plea  of 
he  has  earned  so  richly  and  so  re^  insanity. 

peatedly,  because  he  has  been  a  mur-  Dr.  Stark  is  astonished  that  jndge 
derer  from  his  youth  up,  and  wrong  is  and  jury  should  be  so  much  guided  by 
to  him  right  P  the  medical  witnesses  in  trials  whexe 
The  next  question  is,  ''  Doe$  the  insanity  is  pleaded  on  behalf  of  the 
existence  of  mental  alienation  on  one  prisoner.  "  I  say,  I  cannot  understand 
point  so  confuse  a  manU  intellects  as  to  how  they  allow  this — ^how  Uiey  allow 
deprive  him  of  the  power  of  judging  themselves  to  be  led  by  the  opinion  of 
between  right  and  wrong  ?"  a  man  who,  however  eminent  his  stand- 
Some  will  reply  "  Yes !"  Dr.  Stark  ing  in  his  own  profession  may  be,  is  far 
answers  "  No !"  from  being  nearly  so  capable  as  the 
Instead  of  entering  into  all  the  in-  judge  (aye,  or  even,  perhaps,  the  jury- 
tricacies  of  this  difficult  problem,  we  men  themselves),  of  forming  a  sonnd 
would  again  refer  to  the  test  we  gave  opinion  on  the  facts  which  he  may 
above,  or  to  Lord  Brougham's  speech  have  heard  from  the  ordinary  wit- 
on  the  14th  of  March  last,  as  quoted  nesses,  or  from  his  having  seen  the 
by  Dr.  Stark.  "  Then  what  was  the  prisoner  once  or  twice." 
true  distinction  which  the  law  drew  We  suppose  that  judge  and  jury  are 
between  right  and  wrong  P  Why  law-  guided  by  the  old  maxim,  cnique  in  euA 
yers  told  us  that  that  which  was  ac-  arte  eredendum  est  j  and  that  they 
cording  to  law  was  right,  and  what  believe  an  old  mad-doctot  who  has 
was  contrary  to  law  was  wrong.  Then  treated  ten  thousand  lunatics  to  have 
why  not  say  so  in  so  many  words?  more  tact  in  discerning  insanity  than 
This  was  the  test  he  suggested.*^  the  most  experienced  diaper  in  the 
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jury-box.    As  to  the  quantum  of  in-  mend    that    the    vacation     hitherto 

sanity  -which  makes  a  man  irrespon-  allowed  should  be  discontinued. 

sible  for  his  crimes,  that  is  a  different  «             i.   I  *?*  ^1^* 

r^  .            .  ^    i.  1           ^1-  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

matter.     It  is  a  point  of  law  rather  Edm,  Belfour,  Sec, 

than  of  physic,  and  can  hardly  be  bet-  mu        i*     *•               i*  j*/r       ^  ji 

,  f  •',  V      .    T     J  -n       V     .  These  alterations  are  of  different  de- 

terexplamedthanm  Lord  Brougham's    -        -^     rm.    t     j       ^-i  n 

*                                        *  grees  of  ment    The  London  College 

*;      '    ,    .            xi-.  i_  ^1-  X  o^  Surgeons  was  the  only  educational 

In  conclusion,  we  think  that  mono-  ,   ^       v.*  u          •    ^               ^     •    i 

u      1-          i.j  J  r        ^  body  which  reqmred  an  anatomical 

mania  can  seldom  be  a  vabd  defence  to  .      .         . .                 ,              ^, 

v          «        J        mu    1      1.         1.  session  to  continue  seven  long  months, 

a  charge  of  murder.    The  law  has  not  -_     r^  *  u      ^     a      i  •    i    •     .     / 

,    ...  ®.           -                   .            -    .  from  October  to  April  mclusive.!    A 

lost  its  terrors  for  monomaniacs ;  a  fact  ,                i.  ^    •    1  •              .V 

, .  ,       ...        .1    1-    J  J      jj  *  change  much  desired  by  many  teachers 

which  might  easily  be  deduced  from  ,       °     ^  ,        ,          V^  .  .i!   ^  n 

^,    .   ,  7^           i.f  ^    J.    .  1.  has  now  taken  place.    But  the  College 

their  being  amenable  to  discipline  m  a  .  ,  .       ,        f        ,       ^  ..     i.   >. V 

,       ..         ,                            *^  might  perhaps  have  done  better  had  it 

lunatic  asylum.  •   .    ,     *                  .    - 

^  required   the   anatomical   session   to 

"■""  continue  from  November  to  April,  both 

REGULATIONS  OF  THE  COLLEGE  inclusive ;  thus  insuring  its  commence- 

OF  SURGEONS.  ment  on  the  Ist  of  November,  and  its 

The  Regulations  of  the  College  of  continuance  for  six  months  only.    It 

Sui^eons  have  just  been  altered  in  the  was  scarcely  advisable  to  abolish  the 

following  points  : —  present  minimum  of  seventy  lectures 

1.  Students  were  formerly  required  for  a  course,  and  substitute  no  other 
to  bring  proof  "of  having  studied  ana-  ^  Its  stead;  and  whatever  maybe 
tomy  and  physiology,  by  attendance  on  thought  of  some  subjects,  seventy  lec- 
lectures  and  demonstrations,  and  by  tures  are  certainly  not  too  many  for  a 
dissections,  duriti^  three  anatomical  course  on  the  practice  of  physic,  sur- 
seatons  or  sessumt,  extending  from  Oc'  gcry,  or  midwifery. 

tober  to  Aprilinelusive.*'  There  is  an  obvious  danger,   that 

The  latter  part  of  the  rule  now  runs  among  so  many  schools   under  no  ob- 

thus :  "  ditrinp  three  winter  sessions,  of  servation  or  control,  a  very  insufficient 

not  Uss  ihmn  six  tmonths  eaehJ*  number  of  lectures  may  be  given,  even 

2.  Each  conrse  of  the  practice  of  on  the  most  important  subjects. 
surgery,   physie,    chemistry,   materia  We  believe  that  the  College  thought 
me^ca,  and  midwifery,  was  formerly  the  pupils  over-lectured;    while   the 
of  the  obligatory  length  of  seventy  Society  of  Apothecaries  could  not  see 
lectures:  Uiis  is  now  left  undefined.  this;  and  hence  probably  this  imper- 

Moreorer,  the  following  circular  has  feet  attempt  at  legislation. 

been  sent  round  to  medical  teachers : —  We  do  not  like  the  scheme  of  abo- 

Boytl  Colkge  of  Sonreon.  in  London,  1^^"«  ^^  ^<>^^^y8  at  one  feU  swoop. 

Angnit  ift,  184S.  Hard  unvarying  toil,  unsweetened  by 

SItj— I  am  directed  by  the  President  the  gaieties  of  festive  seasons,  and  the 

of  thM  College  to  tonsmit  to  you  the  charities  of  domestic  intercourse,  wiU 

inclosed    copy     of    their    Amended  ^       i.   .i_  ^^                     i   i.* 

Begnlatioii8»»pecting  the  professional  °o<^  °^e  ^e'^'  °^«°'  ^^  ^^'^'  ^' 

education    of    candmates    for    their  geons.    The  student  should  be  allowed 

diploma ;    and,  at  the  same  time,  to  to  leave  his  murky  lodging  for  a  while, 

^prm  the  oninion  of  the    Council  ^nd  fly  on  railway  wings  to  Devon- 

that  it  18  highly  inexpedient  that  the  , .     "^  ^     u    i     j     n-      u-«.    «*«« 

pmdts  <rfth;  StudCTits   should  be  ^^'^®  ^^  Cumberland.    Give  him  extra 

mtenapled  by  a  vacation  at  Christinas,  examinations,  if  you  please,  but  do  not 

or  at  any  otner  period  of  the  winter,  cut  off  his  intervals  of  repose. 

and  to  Btete  that  they  strongly  recom-  . 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON.  (f  +  2  AgO)  bnracd  with  oxide  of  copper; 

the  sUver  to  be  determined  by  a  septnte 

experiment. 

B.M . — EXAMINATION  FOB  HONOURS,  1843.  AitemOOn,  S  tO  6. 

Thursday,  Aug.  17.— Morning,  10  to  1.  Maitria  Medica  and  Pkqpnaeeuiieui 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  ChemUtry. 

Examiners,  Mr.  Kibrn an  &  Prof.  Sh  arpbt.  Examiner,  Dr.  Pbrsiaa. 

1  •  How  is  the  preaenoe  or  tbacncc  of  cop* 

State  the  dissection  required  to  expose  the  ^^  ^  qQ  ^f  cajupnti  to  be  aaoertaiiied  ?    If 

glosso-pharyngeal   nerve  and  its  branches  powdered    rhubarb  were  adoltentod  with 

after  its  exit  from  the  cranium ;  commencing  powdered  turmeric,  by  what  chemicil  test 

at  the  mtcguments,  and  descnbing  the  several  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^    fraud?     By    wbst 

parts  brought  into  view  in  the  dissection,  chemical  means  would  you  detennine  the 

The  tympaniUc  branch  of  the  nerve  not  to  absence  of  poppy  oU  in  a  giren  nmple  of 

bo  traced.  castor  oil  ? 

,     .  ,.     ^«™^°''*«*'     1.  ^  2.  Describe  the  microscopic  appearances 

1.  A  Une  being  drawn  round  the  arm  two  of  starch- grains,   and   point   out   by  what 

inches  above,  and  another  two  inches  below  characters  you  would  detect  the  presence  of 
the  bend  of  the  elbow,  describe  the  soft  parts        ^^^^  ^^^^  j^  West   India  aSrrow  root, 

seen  m  dissectmg  the  included  portion  of  the  fuustrating  your  answer  by  a  aketch  of  the 

hmb  both  before  and  behmd,  in  the  order  in  ^         ^^^  of  these  two  kmds  of  amylaceous 

which  they  appear.     The  jomt  not  to  be  ^11(^8. 
described.                    .     *  .x.     .      .           ^        3.  Describe  the  mode  of  preparing  the 

^'OivesntuiconntofihtBtnictuTeBBd  Anttmonii    OxytulphuruMm.vClloA.^ 

mode  of  distribution  of  the  capillary  vesseb  explain  the  chemical  changes  which  attend 

in  general,  with  the  differences  they  present  ^^c  process ;  and  state  the  composition  of 

m  respect  of  sixe,  number,  and  arrangement,  ^jg  medicine 

in  different  textures,  and  in  the  game  texture        4    Describi  the  effects  and  naea  of  arac 

at  different  penods  of  hfe.     What  evidence  ^j^,^  ^^^ ;   and  especiaUy  pomt  oat  those 

can  be  produced  for.  and  what  agamst,  the  gy^jptoms  which  are  apt  to  follow  the  k»g. 

existence  of  colourless  capillaries  ?  continued  medicinal    employment   of  ^ 

»_ij       »       .«     «^  _:      ,/>4   1  substance.     State  what  remedies  you  wovld 

Frid.,.Aug.l8.-Moniinj.Wtol.  re«)rt  to   in   «   cMe   of  wnte   UMied 

ChemUtry,  poisoning. 

Examiner,  Professor  Dakiw^l.  u^u^°??'^*^  *^f  principal  piirpo«st  for 

^    twu  ^         *!.         1    •       u-  u     u  '-i.  '^^^f^^  cold  is  employed  as  a  therapeatical 

1.  What  are  the  analogies  which  aubsist  m^ont 

between  light  and  beat  ?     Why,  in  a  bright        g.  Describe  the  botanical  cbmcten  and 

winter's  day,  is  the  snow  melted  around  a  medicinal  qualities  of /Janttiicatece*. 
iMifless  shrub  or  a  post,  whUst  it  is  httio        7    Name    the     substances    respectively 

**^?^y  ^  ^^^  "^^y  ***®  T  •,    .  .  numbered  I,  2, 3,  4,  5,  and  6.         '^       ' 

2.  What  do  you  mean  by  spectfic  electric 

induction  ?  first  examination. 

3.  State  Professor  Ohm's  theory  of  voltaic        The  names  are  arranged  in  the  order  of 
force  and  resistances ;  and  apply  his  formuhe  proficiency. 

E  tt  E  r  J 

.       J  L    »,    MX.  1  Anatomy  and  Phyalology, 

R  +  r"Aandn  R  +  r'=A  to  the  explana-  _    .         .   ,_  .'  '       ^' 

*v-rr  wxvTr  r  Jackion,  A.  (JSxAiM/J<m  and  \  iT„j«g-,i*«  r!«ii 

tion  of  quantity  and  intensity  m  the  voltaic  Jemmett,  B.  L.  (Gold Medal)    King's  College. 

current.  Hakes,! Univers^  CSD. 

4.  Towi«tuthe(«..cu«d),«,tor.><.«o«  MfM.:.:::;:::::::.::  gS^Si^r 

of  the  plates  and  electrodes  of  a  voltaic  or-  Littleton,  N.  H University  GolL 

cuit  to  be  ascribed ;  and  how  may  it  be  pre-  r»*— .•-#—. 

vented?  Chemutry. 

5.  Desc^the  principal  phenomena  of  "SSSJit'a  L*^.^!*.^   ^T^TSS^ 
magneto-electnc  induction.  \  Littleton,  N.  H Univearaity  cBo. 

6.  Describe  and  exemplify  the  charactere  ,^  ^    .    .^  j.         j  nx^ ^^-^j-^  » 

of  fmmoboHe,  bibatic,  anVl  Mb»ie  acids.  ^«'«"<»  ^«*~  w^Pk^rmtctuUctU 

7.  What  ii  Profenor  Graham's  view  of  UumUtry. 
thecoiistit<itioiiof<io«i/eM»«;  ^SiS}i-^m^H^S^-^  oSSvS*^ 

8.  Draw  a  paralld  between  the  prindpri  SSSSSt.VLr.5*f:!?."    ^'WS!^ 
compounds  of  ethule  and  methule.  Jackson,  A Untvcrslty  CwL 

9.  What  would  be  the  products,  carefnUy  Uttleton,  N.  H UnivanityGrtL 

collected,  of  ten  grains  of  tartrate  of  silver  — 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUM  REPORTS.  ©^  **»«  patients  on  that  occasion  was  be- 
coming ;     sereral    showing    yery    striking 

"■""  proofs  of  selfocontrol. 

BKLFAST  ASYLUM,  ^®  ^^®  9!^  '^  Accordion  for  the  nse  of 

the  patients,   and    hope  soon  to  have  an 

Health  rf  mmo/M.— The  general  health  Organ.      Rocking-horses  are  being  made 

which   perraded  the  whole  establishment,  Bimilar  to  those  in  other  institutions, 

throughout  the  past  year,  was  extraordina-  On  several  occasions,   George   Doncan, 

rily  good }  eren  during  the  severest  weather  Esq.  Member  of  Parliament,  the  Sheriff,  the 

scarcely  a  cough  was  to  be  heard ;  and  from  Chairman,  and  other  Directors  and  Office- 

the  beginning  of  the  month  of  November  to  bearers,  dined  at  the  Asylum  with  a  select 

the  middle  of  the  February  following,  a  pe-  number  of  the  patients, 

nod  of  upwards   of  three   months,   not  a  Religious  *Serwce».— The  benefits  arising 

death  had  to  be  recorded— a  length  of  time  from  the  performance  of  Divine  Service  are 

unprecedentedly  long,  m  the  annals  of  the  gtill  very  apparent.     The  opportunity  of 

establishment,    without  a  casualty  of  this  attending  the  chapel  U  highly  prized  by  very 

kind.     The  total  amount  of  deaths  which  many  of  the  patients.     One  of  them,  an 

occurred  during  the  year  was  eighteen  (an  epileptic,  says,  "  Let  me  go,  and  should  the 

average  of  about  7i  per  cent.),  being  nine  fit  come  on  I  can  just  be  carried  out."    The 

less  than  last  year.  experiment  of  allowing  some  of  them  to  take 

Restraint  qf  Iwtatiei,— The  average  daily  the  Sacrament  in  Dundee,  was  again  tried 

number    of    patients,     during    the    year,  both  in  October  and  April  hist,  and  with  the 

amounted  to  249*44— last  year's  was  244'67.  most  beneficial  results. 

Amongst  so  large  a  number,  the  cases  re-  Itet/rflin/.— During  the  whole  of  kst  year 

quinng  recourse  being  had  to  temporary  there  was  not  a  single  patient  under  personal 

physical  restraint  did  not  amount  to  more  restraint  of  any  kind, 

than  two  per  cent,  throughout  the  whole  Many  of  the  patiekts  estimate  highly  the 

7^^-  kindness  and  attention  with  which  they  have 

There  was  no  greater  day  of  exdtemcnt  m  been  treated.    Two  proofs  of  this,  which 

the  esUblishment,  during  the  year,   than  occurred  hist  year,  may  not  be  unworthy  of 

on  the  12th  of  July  last,  or  one  more  loudly  notice.     One  of  the  pauper  patients  who 

calling  for  the  application  of  restraint ;  mas-  .^^as  discharged  cured,  came  on  foot  a  dis- 

much  as,  on  this  remarkable  anniversary,  a  tance  of  fifty  mUes  ^  see  his  old  acquaint, 

regular  pitdied  batUa  had  weU  nigh  taken  ances  in  the  Asylum.      Two  persons  who 

place  amongst  some  of  the  females,  in  sup-  }^  formerly  been  patients,  being  seized  with 

port  of  their  respective  political  opinions  premonitory  symptoms,  presented  themselves 

and  predilections ;  and,  to  prevent  which,  at  the  Asylum,  and  insisted  on  being  ad- 

tbe  nurses  had  to  nse  the  utmost  vigilance  mitted. 

during  the  day,  which,  however,   happUy  To  tiie  Directors  we  beg  again  to  tender 

passed  over  without  any  thing  very  serious  our  respectful  thanks,  for  tiie  uniform  kind- 

oocnrring.— niWeeii/A  Annual  Report,  by  nggg  ^^d  attention  which  they  have  shown 

Dr.  Stewart*  to  us  individually,  and  to  the  interest  of  the 

■  Institution  generally. 

DUNDBV  moTAL  AflTLUM.  To  Mrs.  Kilgour,  the  Matron,  we  beg 

also  to  ezpress  our  thanks  for  the  great  seal 

Th«  ticatmait,  medical  and  moral,  U  of  ^th  which  she  has  seconded  aU  our  efforts, 

coarse  much  the  same  as  before— the  for-  and  for  many  valuable  suggestions, 

mer,  varied  according  to  tiie  different  ki^^  p^^^^^^  ^            Physician. 

of  disease ;   and  the  hitter,  tiiough  it  may  ^  Mackintosh,  Suiieon, 

have  presented  new  modes  of  enjoyment,  or  Superintendent. 

of  raiuation,  or  exercise,  has  still  been  the  

■ame  in  principle  as  before.  "~~~' 

It  woiild  be  uninteresting  both  to  the  monteosx  lunatic  astlum. 
»»***«"g  and  the  public  to  detail  the  nume- 

roua  opp<ntuutiea  of  innocent  enjoyment  A  tablx  which  is  given  shows  the  admis- 

afforded  to  the  inmates  of  the  Institution,  sions  to  have  been  12  males  and  18  females 

•i  ^ej  lHif«  been  so  often  noticed  in  former  — making  30 — equal  to  those  of  the  preced- 

reports.   One  occurrence  of  sufficient  impor-  ing  year.      But,  among  the  former,  one  in- 

tmcetohaveoccupiedyourUme,  the  visit  to  dividual  is  marked  twice;   as,  though  not 

the  Afyhun  of  the  celebrated  Miw:  Maimer,  having  relapsed,  he  required  treatment  in 

haa  been  already  so  ftilly  described  in  the  dif-  the  Infirmary  for  some  weeks,  after  which 

ftnat  newspapers,  and  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  he  again  occupied  his  old  position. 

BoadNB^  fai  the  Durectors'  Report,  that  it  In  respect  to  age,  the  admitted  may  be 

la  umeotMary  here  to  do  mora  than  allude  to  ranked  thus : — 

it.    yr%WKf  just  remark,  that  the  ooodnct  Upto20»two;  tiienoe  to  30,  six ;  to  40, 
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three ;  to  50,  eleren ;  to  60,  three  ;  to  70,  well-principled  female,  prcrred  at  onee  a  ton 

two ;  and  to  80,  tiiree.    The  aTerage  age  is  grie?ance   and  a  langhing    stock    to   her 

a  fraction  above  44.  astonished  sisters.    Chi  the  one  hand,  her 

In  most  of  the  cases,  there  was  obviously  oatcries  and  violent  pertnrbatioii  broke  thdr 
bad  health,  or  bodily  disease  in  some  form,  usual  quietude.  On  the  other,  such  extn- 
at  the  time  of  entry — as  paralysis,  epilepsy,  ordinary  disproportion — in  ftct,  such  entire 
delirium  tremens,  among  the  males —  contrariety — ^between  her  paroxysms  of 
hysteria,  dyspepsia,  soorbutio  or  rather  agitation,  and  the  drcumstances  on  wfaidi 
scrofulous  affections,  with  dropsy,  in  the  they  depended,  became,  at  times,  the  cause 
other  sex.  On  the  whole,  they  required  a  of  merriment,  if  not  a  provoeativB  ta  Miussm. 
greater  amount  and  variety  of  purely  medi-  I  found  it  practicable  at  timet  to  woik  on 
cal  treatment  than  any  corresponding  series  her  own  sense  of  the  ludicrous,  to  which 
during  my  charge.  As,  to  a  certain  extent,  some  of  her  apprriiensions,  rightly  inter- 
confirming  this  remaik,  it  may  be  mentioned  preted,  gave  ample  exercise.  Tliey  latteriy 
that  three,  out  of  the  six  deaths  occurring  varied  in  kind  or  object,  became  gradually 
within  tiie  year,  were  of  individuals  received  woedcer,  wore  off,  and  then  could  be  reodlect- 
into  the  House  since  last  Report.  One  of  ed  as  some  thing  like  dreams.  Now,  strange 
them  was  from  dropsy— 4n  a  female ;  the  as  to  some  it  may  seem,  this  woman's  per- 
second  occurred  in  a  nude,  who,  besides  the  ceptions  of  all  objects,  so  far  as  I  could 
direct  consequence  of  intemperance,  early  judge,  were  quite  correct ;  while  her  judge- 
assumed  symptoms  of  typhus,  which  I  have  ment — I  speak  of  the  reasoning  power — was 
encountered  only  once  before  in  the  Asylum  perfectly  adequate  to  her  aafe  guidance 
during  five  years ;  and  the  third,  which  took  under  the  usual  occurrences  of  life.  How, 
place  suddoily,  seemed  to  have  arisen  firom  then,  shall  we  explain  her  constant  nnmiti- 
epilepsy — the  malady  for  which,  a  few  gated  wretchedness — ^fdr  she  really  was 
months  previously,  he  had  been  a  patient  in  altogether  miserable — ^where  every  drcum- 
the  Infirmary.  To  complete  the  list—  stance  was  regulated  so  as  to  secure  her 
though  not  exactly  in  due  order — ^the  re-  safety  und  promote  her  comfort  ?  I  answer 
maining  deaths,  Aree,  were  all  of  persons  — simply  by  asking  another  question.  How 
advanced  in  life,  and  one  of  whom  had  been  shall  we  explain  the  intense  horror,  or 
an  inmate  for  more  than  40  years — in  fact  agonising  distress — not  to  be  escaped 
the  oldest  and  longest  residenter  in  the  from — which  there  are  few  persons  who 
House.  His  occupation  in  early  life,  I  may  have  not  experienced  during  some  minutes 
add,  connected  him  incidentally  with  a  well-  passing  as  long,  long  heavy  hours— of  sleep  ? 
known  disaster — the  loss  of  the  Royal  For  theory  and  spmmlation  on  the  topic,  I 
G^rge-— on  which  he  had  worked  as  a  have  neither  time  nor  liberty  in  discharging 
carpenter.  One  of  the  three — a  female—  immediate  duty.  I  cannot  even  advot  to 
was  admitted  in  1831.  She  laboured  long  its  intimate  connection  with  a  matter  greatly 
under  epilepsy,  but  otherwise  enjoyed  debated  of  late,  and,  in  sundry  quarters,  as  I 
tolerable  health,  though  perpetually  in  bed ;  cannot  help  believing,  most  erroneoudy 
and,  in  regard  to  moral  qualities,  was  one  of  represented — that,  namely,  to  which  the 
the  most  amiable  and  engaging  creatures  ever  doubly  indefinite,  and,  consequently,  very 
under  my  care.  A  man-— d^  and  blind—  disputable,  expression  has  been  applied — ^ 
particularly  noticed  in  a  former  Report,  responsibility  of  monomaniacs.  Somewhat 
completed  this  trio.  He  sank  gradually,  prematurely,  as  I  think,  this  patient  was 
without  lucid  intervals.  removed  by  her  friends — greatly  composed. 

Sundry  interesting  features  were  present-  but  not  entirely  firee  from  a  tjrranny  that 
ed  in  a  few  of  the  admitted ;  but,  saving  rendered  her  equally  pitiable  and  trouble- 
one,  I  shall  not  advert  to  tiiem  on  this  some. 

occasion.  It  afforded  an  exemplification  of  Our  state  of  health  during  last  year  con- 
derangement  in  the  propensities,  emotion ,s  tinned  generally  good,  and  luid  only  a  few- 
er sentiments,  without  discoverable  lesion  and  these  trivial  — interruptions.  I  thinV 
of  intellect ;  and  was  the  mora  remaricable,  scarcely  obove  six  patients — and  these  at 
as  well  as  more  certainly  receptive  of  sympa-  different  periods  — •  were  bed-ridden,  even 
thy,  because  unaccompanied  by  any  spirit  or  throughout  the  rigour  and  storms  of  winter, 
disposition  tending  towards  the  hijury  of  There  cannot  be  a  doubt,  that,  under  Divine 
othen.  It  might  be  duuracterixed,  in  a  goodness,  exemption  from  serious  or  wide- 
single  sentence,  as  a  case  in  wluch  tenor  spread  disease  was  owhig  to  the  measures, 
predominated,  totally  in  opposition  both  to  in  regard  to  diet,  clothing,  air,  exercise, 
reason  and  daily  experience.  For  some  employment,  and  recreation,  steadily  par- 
time  after  admission,  every  new  event,  no  sued,  and  found  to  be  efficacious.  I  can 
matter  how  trivial,  excited  that  demon,  voudi  also  for  the  predominance  in  tiie 
whom  it  was  impossible  to  cast  out,  subdue.  House  of  order,  peace,  and  contentment— 
or  even  assuage.  Under  his  dominion,  the  for  the  reality  as  well  as  tiie  display  of  which, 
poor  patient,  an  hioifensive  and  seemingly  Mrs  Maofie  (now,  not  a  little  uitfiiq>pily,  to 
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be  styled  the  late  matron,)  mast  receiTe  a  ol  these  results  may,  however,  become  both 

fiill  meed  of  commendatioD.     Her  excellent  interesting  and  usefiil,  by  suggesting  the 

endowments — for  a  short  time  put  forth  on  probable  causes  of  the  fluctuations  which 

the  narrow  field  of  action  which  Montrose  are  observed  in  them ;  provided  due  caution 

presents — ^will  be  amply  tested,  as  I  hope  be  observed  as  to  the  inferences  which  are 

earnestly  they  may  be  sustained,  in  the  vastly  thus  formed. 

wider    dominion    of    Middlesex    County        The  diseases  which  proved  fatal,  during 

Asylum.  the  year,  were  general  paralysis  with  gan- 

ThepToportionofrecoveries— or, atleast,  grene,  in  the  male;   and  pulmonary  con- 

of  restoration  to  ordinary  life,  during  the  sumption  in  one  female,  atrophy  in  a  second, 

year — say  about  14  out  of  the   total  dis-  and  disease  of  the  heart  in  a  third.     The 

charged — though  not  large,  is  as  fair  as,  in  last  of  these  patients  was  seventy-six  years 

my  opinion,  the  state  and  drcnmstances  of  of  age,  and  had  been  for  forty  years  under 

our    inmates     generally    might   lead    the  the  care  of  the  Institution.     The  average 

experienced  to  expect.     Incurable  cases  are,  age  of  those  who  died  was  sixty-three  years 

so  to  say,  the  rule  in  all  old  Asylums,  and  and  a  quarter.        *        *        ♦ 
certainly  abound ;  while  the  promising  and        Hie  importance,  however,  of  placing  the 

curable  form  exceptions  to  it — more  to  be  patient  under  proper  care  at  an  early  period 

wished  for  than  calculated  (m.-^Repori  far  of  the  disorder  is  not  only  apparent  from  a 

the  year  endrng  Jwm  1 ,  1843»  by  R.  Poole,  oomparison  of  the  results  of  treatment,  but 

M,D.  is  equally  inculcated  by  that  aggravation  of 

—  the    disorder    and   increased    difficulty    of 

vv'ravA'r  nivAv  vnnv  management,  which  arc  the  nearly  un^orm 

MTRBAT  NXAm  YORK.  i«ndts,  whcu  pcrsous  attacked  by  insanity 

During  the    past    year,    extending  from  are  detained  at  home.     The  friends  of  the 

Midsummer    1842    to  Midsummer    1843,  patient  are  not  always  aware  of  these  facts ; 

there  have  been  21  patients  admitted  into  but  when  they  are,  are  too  often  repugnant 

the  Retreat ;   being  three  more  than  during  to  stamp  tiie  case  with  the  character,  or, 

the    preceding    year.      This    is    a    rather  as  some  think,  the  stigma,  of  confirmed 

greater   number    than  has  been  admitted  insanity.     It  is  believed,  however,  that  more 

daring  any  sincle  year,  for  the  last  fifteen  correct  views  with  respect  to  mental  dis- 

years ;  and  at  ue  present  time  there  are  94  orders,  and  such  as  cannot  but  prove  more 

patients  remaining  in  the  house,  or  more  advantageous  to  the  patient,  are  gradvally 

than  have  been  under  care  at  one  time,  for  difiusing  themselves  in  the  public  mind, 

three  years.    The  average  number,  however,  ''Whoever/'    as    Sir    James    Mackintosh 

resident  during  the  year  has  not  exceeded  wrote  to  the  celebrated  Robert  Hall,  '*  has 

the  average  for  the  three  yean  now  ex-  brought  himself  to  consider  a  disease  of  the 

pired.  brain  as  differing  only  in   degree  from  a 

Of  those  admitted  during  the  jear,  four  disease  of  the  lungs,  has  robbed  it  of  that 

were  neither  memben  of  the  Society  of  mysterious  horror,  which  forms  its  chief 

Friends,  nor  connected  with  it ;  and,  at  the  malignity,''     By  these  remarks,  however, 

date  of  this  report,  there  remain  twelve  not  it  is  fiir  from  beLug  intended  to  recommend 

■o  connected,  under  care.  the  premature  removal  to  hospitals  for  the 

There  have  been  10  patients  discharged  insane,  of  persons  attacked  by  mental  de- 

reoovered  during  the  year.     This  is  a  very  rangement,    or    by    delirious    excitement.' 

ntisfiitttory  number ;    and,  as  was  antici-  Sudi  a  course,  in  many  cases,  is  altogether 

patedinlast  year's  report,  such  as  fully  com-  unnecessary,    and,    in    some,    would    be 

pensates  for  the  smaller  number  reported  positively  injurious ;  and  it  should  rarely,  if 

for  that  year.  ever,  be  resorted  to  except  under  the  advice 

The  general  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  of  a  judicious  medical  practitioner. 
Institution  has  been  good ;  and  the  deaths.         Nothing  material  has  to  be  reported  this 

whidi  were  4  in  number,  have  been  rather  jrear  with  respect  to  the  internal  economy 

below  the  average ;  giving  4.46  per  cent,  as  and  management  of  the  Institution.     Were 

the  mean  rate  of  mortality  of  the  year.    The  it  indeed  an  object  in  these  reports  to  record 

mean  annual  mortality  of  the  Institution,  every  modification  of  practice  or  addition 

Ibr  the  previous  three  years,  1839-42,  was  to  the  plans  of  treatment,  or  to  report  the 

stated  in  last  year's  report  at  4.53  per  cent,  respective  results  of  established  means,  such 

and  that  for  the  entire  period  of  its  opera-  might  in  several  respects  be  stated.     As, 

tioo,  of  47  yean,  from  1796  to  1843,  is  however,  it  has  become  the  annual  practice 

4*77  per  cent.    Though,  however,  the  mor-  to  present  a  statement  of  the  numbers  more 

tality  of  the  past  year  is  somewhat  below  or  less  employed,  as  well  as  the  modes  of 

the  average,  it  is  obvious  that,  where  the  employment  during  the  year,  a  T^ble  has 

numbers  under  care  are  comparatively  so  been  prepared  to  exhibit  these.     From  a 

email,  little  value  can  attach  to  the  varying  comparison  of  this  table  with  those  of  pre- 

remllrof  aiDi^  yean.    The  aniHial  review  viirof  yean,  it  will  be  seen  that  aa  Iss^^ 
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proportion  haTe  been  in  different  ways 
occupied  daring  the  past  as  daring  any 
former  year.  It  is  satisfactory  to  state  that 
our  conviction  of  the  importance  of  agricol- 
tnral  pursuits,  in  the  treatment  of  a  large 
proportion  of  patients  of  the  male  sex,  is 
confirmed  by  the  experience  of  succeeding 
years. 

It  seems  here  due  to  the  Committee  and 
Directors  of  the  Institution  to  mention  the 
great  addition  to  the  cheerfulness  and  comfort 
of  the  establishment,  during  the  winter 
months,  which  has  resulted  firom  the  intro- 
duction of  lighting  by  gas,  as  well  as  from 
the  wanning  of  the  corridors  by  a  hot-water 
apparatus. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  ccn  hardly 
avoid  taking  the  opportunity  of  stating,  as 
it  is  highly  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  do, 
that  during  the  past  year  the  important 
duties  of  the  attendants  have  been  performed 
to  general  satisfaction ;  and  that,  to  many 
of  those  filling  the  office,  I  feel  much  in- 
debted for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they 
have  carried  out  my  .views  and  wishes,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  other  officers  of  the 
establishment. 

John  Thu&nam. 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51^  37'  Z2"N. 
Longitude  {P  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich. 


Augmt  1848. 

Wednesday  9 
ThorMimy  .  10 
Friday.  .  .  11 
Saturday  .  13 
Sunday  .  .  13 
Monday  .  .  14 
Tuesday    .  15 


Wednesday  16 
Thursday  .  17 
Friday  .  .  18 
Saturday  .  10 
Sunday  .  .  90 
Monday  .  .  21 
Tuesday.  .  33 


Thbrmombtbe. 
!  flrom  57  to  79 


58 

65 

46 

71 

47 

73 

47 

71 

48 

76 

60 

77 

fh>m  70  to  60 

54 

75 

57 

81 

59 

81 

60 

73 

50 

68 

49 

60 

Barombtrb. 
8008  to  29-95 


39*95 
30*15 
30-18 
3017 
30  00 
29*89 


29*94 
30-03 
30  04 
29  83 
39*64 
39-91 
29*63 


to 


30-06 
30-17 
SUt. 
80-10 
39-94 
29-87 


29*96 
3005 
29  96 
29-70 
29-76 
29-87 
29*49 


Prevailing  wind,  N.  and  N.E. 

The  9th,  morning  clear;  afternoon  and  even- 
ing cloudy ;  distant  thunder,  and  vivid  lightning 
continaallv  in  the  W.,  S  W.,  and  N.W..  from  10 
P.M.  till  midnight.  10th,  morninr  cloudy :  after- 
noon and  evening  clc.sr.  11th,  12th,  IStii,  and 
14th,  generally  clear.  15th,  cloudy ;  a  little  rain 
in  the  morning;  thunder  and  lightning  in  the 
evening.  16th,  morning  cloudy ;  afternoon  clear. 
17th,  18th,and  19th,  generally  clear.  20tli,cloudy, 
with  a  little  rain.  21st,  clear.  22d,  cloudy,  with 
Arequent  rain. 

Rain  flUlen,  -865  of  an  inch. 

Charlbb  Henry  Adams. 


RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Lectures  on  the  Comparative  Anatomy 
and  Physiology  of  the  Invertebrate  Animals, 
delivered  at  Uie  Royal  Collc^  of  Surgeons 
in  1843.    By  Richard  Owen,  F.R.S.    With 


Notes  taken  by  W.  W.  Cooper,  M»R.C.S., 
and  revised  by  Professor  Owen. 

On  Ankylosis,  or  Stiff-JoiDt :  a  Practical 
Treatise  on  the  ContractionB  and  Deformi- 
ties resulting  from  Diseases  of  Joints.  By 
W.  J.  Little,  M.D.  &c. 

The  Vital  Statistics  of  Sheffield.  By  G. 
Calvert  Holland,  M.D.,  Physician  Extra- 
ordinary  to  the  Sheffield  General  Infirmary, 
&c.  &c. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OP  OENTLBM EN  ADMITTKO  IfBMBKBS. 

Friday,  Auguet  4,  1843. 

T.  P.  Pocock.— A.  Poland.— E.  J.  Kennedy.—W. 
Pearson.— J.  Reid.— O.  S.  Deane.— H.  MitchelL 
F.  Cheesman.— T.  Moore.— J.  Stevehs.— K.  J.  L. 

Whitmore. 

Friday,  Auguet  16,  1843. 

H.  S.  Wharton.— B.  H.  Ambler,  J.  A.  Poole.— 
J.  T.  S.  Jolley.-W.  F.  Coles.— D.  Davies.— J. 
Bec<lell.— P.  Redfem.— B.  S.— Tallan.— C.  M. 
Wayte. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  reg^tered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  August  12,  1843. 

Small  Pox 7 

Measles  SS 

Scarlatina  « 

Hooping  Cough  M 

Croup 9 

Thrush    S 

Diarrhoea    S7 

Dysentery  j 

Cholera 5 

Influenza S 

Aarue 0 

Remittent  Fever % 

T>pliU8    M 

Rrysinelas 4 

Syphilis  t ' 

Hydrophobia o. 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Sensea . .  188 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    9M 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vesaela ....  M 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  otbn* 

OilKims  of  Digestion    81 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  ftc 8 

Childbed S 

Paramenia 0 

0>'arian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c i 

Arthritis 0 

Rheumatism 0 

Diseases  of  Joints,  8cc 9 

Carbuncle 0 

Phlegmon  '. 0 

Ulcer   S 

Fistula   S 

Diseases  of  Skin,  8cc 0 

Dropsy,    Cancer,  and  other   Diseases   ot 

U  n  certain  Seat It 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 80 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lutempe- 

ranee   81 

Osuses  not  specified s 

Deaths  flrom  all  Causes 801 

WiLsoM  h  OoiLTT,  579  Skinner  street. 


THE 


LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 


BXIKO   A 

WEEKLY  JOURNAL 

OF 


jpRttiitint  anil  t&t  Collateral  S^titmtis. 


FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBEB  1,  1843. 


LECTURBS  lining  membrane,  or  in  the  yeini  or  abtor- 

ON  THB  bents  of  the  oigan,  which  accounted  in  a  moat 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OP  complete  and  satisfactory  manner  for  all  th« 

MIDWIPERY,  constitutional  disturbance  which  had  taken 

Vtlhertiin  Ike  Thtatrt  ^81.  George',  ^„t^J^  rtP^^I!?  '^  ""?:2f 
Howniial  Uterus  were  the  only  structuies  which 

£xotpt¥M,  ^^^^   ^^^  examined.     These  obserrations 

By  RoBxmT  Lbb,  M.D.  F.R.S.  entirely  subvert  the  opmion  that  there  is  a 

^,  ,    .    ,  , ""!    ,    ,      .  -  ..  specific,  essential,  or  idiopathic  ferer,  which 

BMorteal  aecotmt  qf  uierime  injtammatum  attacks  puerperal  women,  and  which  occurs 

m  puerperal  womem.  independently  of  any  local  affection  in  the 

Wx  know  from  the  ancient  writers  that  uterine  organs,  and  may  even  prove  fiital 

puerperal  women  have  been  liable  in  all  without  leaving  anv  perceptible  change  in 

ages  to  attscks  of  inflammation  of  tiie  nte-  the  organization  of  any  of  their  diflbrent 

rine  system.    In  the  works,  however,  of  the  textures.    As  the  constitutional  symptoms 

earlier  anthmrs,  its  historr  is  short  and  im-  thus  appear  iuvariably  to  derive  their  origin 

perfect ;  and  it  is  piobable  that  the  disease  from  a  local  cause,  as  the  local  affection  is 

did  not  attract  the  partieular  attention  of  always  uniform,  and  nothing  else  is  so  in  the 

physicians  before  the  middle  of  the  17th  history  of  the  disease,  I  have  thought  that  it 

century,  when  it  occurred  at  P^ris  as  a  ma-  would  be  more  philosophical,  and  morecon- 

lignant  epidemic  in  the  lying-in  wards  of  the  sistent  with  the  correct  principles  of  nosolo- 

Hdtel-Dufa,  and  the  bodies  of  those  who  gical  arrangement,  to  banish  entirely  from 

died  of  it  were  found  to  be  lull  of  abscesses,  medical  nomenclature  the  terms  puerperal 

Since  that  period  it  has  often  been  observed  and  child-bed  fever,  and  to  substitute  in  their 

in  tiie  principal  cities  and  Iving-in  hospitals  place  that  of  uterine  inflammation,  or  in- 

of  Europe,  both  in  a  sporadic  and  epidemic  flammation  of  the  uterus  and  its  appendages 

form,  and  hM  been  denominated  by  medical  in  puerperal  women.     The  confusion  Sad 

authors   vfumnl  fever,    ohild-bed  fever,  error  which  have  hitherto  prevailed  on  this 

puerperal  pernonitis,  peritoneal  fever,  puer-  subject  have  recently  been  aggravated  by  a  fii- 

peral  typhus,  the  epidemic  disease  of  Iving-  tile  attempt  to  include  under  the  term  "  puer- 

in  women.     Upwards  of  200  cases  of  tins  peral  fevers,"  not  merely  the  disease  usually 

disease  have  oome  under  my  observation  known  by  the  name  puerperal  fever,  but 

ahice  the  nwing  of  1827,  the  histories  of  puerperal  intestinal  irritation,  which  is  a 

man  than  IdO  of  which  have  been  reduced  totally    distinct  affection ;    hysteralgia,   or 

into  a  tsbolar  form.     I  have  watched  the  what  has  incorrectly  been  caUed  false  peri- 

rpUNBS  and  progress  of  these  cases  with  tonitis,  and  milk  fever.      **  If,  under  the 

doaesi  attention ;  observed  the  effects  of  head  o£ puerperal  fevere,"  says  the  author 

the  difeent  remedies  employed,  and  where  of  this  new  and  unscientific  arrangement, 

deadi  took  place  I  carendly  examined  the  "  we  are  to  include  all  the  fevers  to  which 

alteratioiis  of  stmcture  in  the  uterine  and  lying-in  women  are  liable,  and  that  are  pe- 

other  oi^gans.    Hie  bodiesof  a  matnumber  culiar  to  the  puerperal  state,  we  must  not 

€i  women  have  been  inspected  by  myself  passoverwhatiscommonlycalledmillr/eeer.'* 
peraooaQy :  thb  taiik  was  not  delated  to        Until  a  recent  period,   the  pathological 

otliera  Ignorant  of   the  pathologT  of  the  anatomy  of  the  uterine  organs  in  puerpml 

uterioo  system;    and  in  dl,  wUhout  one  women    had    not    received    that  attention 

rfni^  exception,  there  was  some  morbid  whidi  its  importancs  demanded.      In  the 

chMifB,  decidedly  the  effect  of  inflammation,  histories  of  the  different  e|^kdem\]&  iv««c% 

cidier  hi  Uie  peritoneal  ooat  of  the  utems  or  which  have  pTevaSVed  •mon^V|\n%*^^^* 

cf  ttiappoBdifw^  Id  ihemvatnlartimnt,  the  man  waet  the  ii^4\ft  ol  ^to  Vl^  c«SaqDr|> 
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the  symptoms  and  the  morbid  appearances,  livery,  and  sometimes,  but  rarely,  in  the 
though  imperfectly  described,  nevertheless  space  of  twelve  hours.     Hie  symptoms  of 
strongly  confirm  the   conclusion  that  the  the  simple  puerperal  fever  are  developed  in 
whole  phenomena,    local  and   general,   of  the  following  order:    rigor,  slight  pam  io 
these  fevers,  are  to  be  referred  to  inflamma-  the  region  of  the  kidneys,  intestinal  colic, 
tion  of  the  uterine  organs,   and  that  the  which  in  two  hours  affects  the  whole  hypo- 
symptoms  vary  according  as  the  superficial  gastrium,and  gradually  becomes  more  acute. 
or  the  deeper-seated  structures  are  affected.  Pulse  concentrated,  fever  moderate,  lochia 
The  winter  of  1 746  at  Paris  was  most  de-  not  suppressed ;    mamme   flaccid,   tongue 
stnictive  to  puerperal  women,  and  they  died  dry  in  the  middle,  covered  with  a  yellow 
betweenthe  fifth  and  the  seventeenth  day  after  mucus  on  the  edges;  hiccap  and  vomiting 
their  confinement.     The  epidemic  attacked  of  green-coloured  matters.  There  was  some- 
the  indigent,  but  much  less  frequently  and  times  combined  with  these  constant    and 
severely  those  women  who  were  delivered  at  characteristic  symptoms  of  the  disease  which 
their  own  habitations  than  in  the  Hotel- Dieu.  took  place  in  the  years  1774  and  1775,  s 
Of  twenty  women  in  child-bed  affected  with  diarrhoea  of  a  bilious  glairy  matter,  a  con- 
the  disease  in  February  of  that  year,  in  the  siderable    swelling    of    the    hypogastrium, 
Hotel-Dieu,  scarcely  one  recovered.  thirst,  and  remarkable  retention  of  urine. 
M.   Malouin  has  giving  this  history  of  In    the  complicated    paerperal    fever   the 
the  epidemic: — '*The  disease  usually  com-  pyrexia  is  stronger,  with  exaoerbations,  the 
menced  with  a  diarrhcea,  the  uterus  became  tongue  is  black  and  dry,  the  belly  is  tense, 
dry,  hard,  and  painful ;   it  was  swollen,  and  distended,  and  tympanitic,  and  slightly  pain- 
the  lochia  had  not  their  ordinary  course ;  ful.     In  some  women  the  lochia  have  been 
then   the  women  experienced  pain  in  the  either  wholly  suppressed  or  only  diminished ; 
bowels,  particularly  in  the  situation  of  the  others  have  experienced  attacks  of  ophtfaalmis; 
broad  ligaments ;    the  abdomen  was  tense ;  in   some  the   respiration   was  diflScoIt ;  in 
and  to  all  these  symptoms  were  sometimes  general  the  blood  shewed  the  huffy  coat.  On 
joined  pain  of   the  head,   and  sometimes  opening   the  abdomen,    the  stomach,  the 
cough.     On  the  third  and  fourth  day  after  intestines,  particularly  the  small  intestines, 
delivery  the  mammae  became  flaccid.      On  were  inflamed,  adhering  to  one  another,  db- 
opening  the  bodies  curdled  milk  was  found  tended,  filled  with  air  and  a  yellow  fluid 
on  the  surface  of  the  intestines ;  a  milky  matter.     The  uterus  was  contracted  to  its 
serous  fluid  in  the  hypogastrium ;   similar  ordinary  dimensions,  and  was  sddom  fbnnd 
fluid  was  found  in  the  thorax  of  certain  inflamed.     I  had  occasion  to  dissect  two :  in 
women,  and  when  the  lungs  were  divided  they  one   the  uterus  contained  a  coagQlom  of 
discharged  a  milky  or  putrid  lymph.     The  blood;  aninfiltrationof  a  milky  appearance, 
stomach,  the  intestines,  the  uterus,  when  or  whey- like  fluid  existed  in  certain  womcB 
carefully  examined,  appeared  to  have  been  in  the  cellular  membrane  which  surrounds 
inflamed.     According  to  the  report  of  the  the  kidneys.   Sometimes,  also,  a  thick  white 
physicians,  there  escaped  clots  on  opening  cheesy  matter  was  met  with  when  the  lungs 
the  vessels  of  this  organ."  "  This  terrible  dis-  were  gorged  with  blood,  or  inflamed,  or 
ease,"  says  M.  Tenon,  in  the  Mdmoires  sur  emphysematous,  an  efiusion  of  semm  was 
les  Hdpitaux  de  Paris,  p.  243,  ''has  shewn  found  in  each  side  of  the  chest.  We  did  not  ob- 
itself  at  different  epochs,  and  its  returns  serve  the  haemorrhages  which  occurred  in  the 
have  been  more  frequent  than  ever  ;   it  re-  epidemic  of  1664,  and  the  uterus  was  not 
appeared  every  winter  flrom  1774  ;   it  com-  found  d^,  hard,  and  tumefied,  as  in  that  of 
mencod  usually  about  the  middle  of  Novem-  1746.     In  the  epidemic  of  1774,  the  lochia 
ber,  and  continued  till  the  end  of  January,  flowed,   but  they  did  not  flow  in    1 746. 
It  is  met  with  also  at  the  other  seasons  of  '*  Sauvages,  chiefly  on  the  authority  of  Sennert 
the  year,   even  during  spring,  for  it  has  and  Mauriceaa,"  observes  Dr.  Craigie,  in 
come  to  prevail  more  and  more,  and  to  be  his  Elements  of  the  Practice  of  Phyric,  **  re- 
as  it  were  naturalized.      Those  who  were  ferred  the  disease  to  the  head  of  inllamma- 
attacked  in  the  years  1774  and  1775  died  tion  of  the  womb,  of  which  he  distinguished 
between  the  fourth  and  seventh  days  after  three  forms ;  the  puerperal,  the  typhoid,  or 
delivery,   and  seven  out  of   every  twelve  that  complicated  with  malignant  fever,  and 
women  who  were  delivered  were  seized  with  the  milky,  or  that  from  suppression  of  the 
the  disease.    Two  distinct  forms  of  it  were  mammary  secretion ;    the  first  and   third, 
successively  observed,  one  a  simple  form,  however,  equally    inflammatory  in  nature 
which  was  cured  by  ipecacuan  i  the  other  a  and  tendency.     In  1770,  there  appeared  in 
complicated  form,  for  which  there  was  no  the  Hospital  of  St.  Mark,  at  Vienna,  apuer- 
remedy;  so  that  there  perished  in  1816,  one  peral  epidemic,  which  Storck  regarded  as 
of  every  seven  of  those  who  were  attacked  inflammatory ;  and  the  disease  continued  to 
with  puerperal  fever,  and  death  took  place  prevail  in  the  same  city  for  the  two  ensuing 
from  the  sixth  to  the  eighth  day  after  de-  years  with  great  fatality ;  with  considerable 
Ihery,  and  often  much  earlier.     The  first  abdominal  swelling  and  pain  in  the  bypo- 
t(ytBptotD8  manifest  themielTes  twenty -four,  ^trlc  re^ou :  on  inspection  after  death 
^'  ''^7-nx,  or  forty-eight    hours  after  de-  lYic  \iilcs\^s\e«  '«tx«  l»<Qm\.  oontsnl  V[  Cilse 
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membrane,  and  screral  Tiscere,  and  among  and  the  late  Dr.   Hamilton,  who  believed 

others  the  womb,  bore  marks  of  inflammation  that  puerperal  fever  was  a  fever  mi  generit^ 

and  gangrene.  About  the  same  time,  the  dis-  nevertheless  admitted  that  the  appearances 

ease,  which  had  originally  been  noticed  by  on  dissection  were  exactly  similar  to  the  de- 

Strother  (1 7 18),  and  Burton  (1751),  in  Eng-  scriptions  generally  given  by  these  authors, 

land.begantoattractparticular  attention.  Dr.  and  that  acute  pain  of  the  abdomen  was  a 

Denman,  the  first  English  author  who  gave  primary  and  not  a  secondary  symptom  of 

an  express  account  of  it,  does  not  appear  to  the  disease.  In  the  epidemic  puerperal  fever, 

have  formed  any  very  decided  opinion  of  its  which  prevailed  at  Aberdeen  between  the 

nature.     He  speaks,  indeed,  of  the  inflam-  years  1789  and  1792,  Dr.  Gordon  examined 

nation  of  the  womb,  of  the  tenderness  and  the  bodies  of  three  patients  who  died  of  the 

pain  of  the  oa  internum,  and  of  the  signs  of  disease,  and  in  each  the  peritoneum  and 

inflammation  preceding  those  of  putridity,  uterine  appendages  were  inflamed.     **  The 

But  he  admits  that  he  never  had  an  oppor-  omentum,''  he  observes,  <'  does  not  appear 

tunity  of  examining  the  body  of  any  one  who  to  be  more  especially  affected  than  the  other 

died  of  this  disease,  and  adopting  the  appear-  productions  of  the  peritoneum  ;  which  are 

ancesmentionedbyLieutaudasaocordantwith  all  equally  and    indiscriminately    affected, 

the  result  oflater  dissections,  is  satisfied  with  Hie  dissections  which  I  have  made  prove 

saying  that  tiie  milky  matter  (materia  lactea),  that  the  puerperal  fever  is  a  disease  which 

with  which  the  intestines  were  said  to  be  principally  affects  the  peritoneum  and  its 

covered,  is  probably  an  inflammatory  exuda-  productions,  and  the   ovaria.      The  peri- 

tion  (p.  39).      Dr.  Manning,  who  wrote  toneum  was  inflamed,  and  the  omentum, 

shortly  after  (1771),  like  most  authors  of  mesentery,  and  peritoneal  coat  of  the  intes- 

the  day,  conrounded   the  pathdogical  or  tines,  were  all  promiscuously  affected."  He 

proximate  cause  widi  the  remote  cbokb,  and  found  blood-letting  and  cathartics  to  be  the 

ascribes  all  its  phmmimna  to  the  putrid  most  important  remedies.    Dr.  John  Clarke 

tendency  of  the  hamoB."    l>n.Hulmeand  admitted    that  inmost  cases  of  the  true 

Lake  coniidanBd  Inflammation  of  the  omen-  puerperal  fever  which  he  examined,  there 

tHatobeflie  proximate  cause  of  the  disease,  was  some  degree  of  inflammation  in  the 

and  tiie  latter  suspected  that  the  whole  mass  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  that  the  uterus 

of  circulating  bIboA-  becomes  contaminated  and  tiie  ovaria  sometimes  partook  of  the  in- 

by  absorption  of  the  fluids  fflfascrt  into  the  flammation.  In  the  greater  number  there  was 

gTitoneu  sac.  "  Considering,"  obserraa.  a  large  quantity  of  fluid  in  the  peritoneal  sac, 
r.  Leake,  "  the  suppuration  of  the  omen-  and  all  the  suifaces  of  the  viscera  and  of  the 
turn,  and  large  quantity  of  purulent  fluid  peritoneum  were  covered  with  a  crust  formed 
found  in  the  sbdomen  after  dnth,  it  is  easy  of  the  solid  part  of  this  matter,  resembling 
to  see  how  a  secondary  fiever,  which  was  coagulable  lymph.  The  jiarts,  however, 
truly  inflammatory  at  Uie  beginning,  may  lying  under  this  coat  or  crust,  were  not 
soon  become  putrid,  by  absorption  of  that  dways  inflamed.  The  attempt  made  by 
fluid,  whidi  Uke  old  leaven,  will  taint  the  Dr.  J.  Clarke  to  distinguish  uterine  inflam- 
blood,  by  exdting  a  putrid  ferment  in  the  mation  from  the  low  child-bed  fever  some- 
whole  mass,  and  diange  its  whole  qualities  times  epidemic,  is  now  universally  admitted 
into  that  of  Its  own  morbid  nature.  Some  of  to  have  been  unsuccessful ;  there  is  no  dis- 
those  who  surfi^ed  recovered  very  slowly,  tinct  limit  which  bounds  them  in  nature ; 
and  were  affected  with  wandering  pains  and  and  all  pathologists  now  admit  that  these 
paralytic  numbness  of  the  limbs,  like  that  of  copious  effusions  into  the  peritoneal  sac  are 
chronic  rheumatism.  Some  had  critical  invariably  the  result  of  acute  inflammation, 
abscesses  in  the  muscular  parts  of  the  body,  and  not  of  any  peculiar  disposition  of  the 
which  were  a  long  time  in  coming  to  suppu-  vessels  of  the  part,  as  he  supposed.  The 
ration,  and  when  broke  discharged  a  sanious  works  of  Dr.  Armstrong  and  Mr.  Hey 
idior."  Dr.  William  Hunter,  on  examining  contain  the  histories  of  two  epidemics,  in 
the  bodies  of  those  who  died  from  puerperad  which  the  leading  symptoms  were  those 
fever,  found  the  viscera  and  every  other  i>art  which  are  present  in  cases  of  abdominal 
<tf  tiie  abdomen  inflamed.  There  was  a  inflammation,and  the  employment  of  copious 
quantity  of  purulent  matter  in  the  carity  of  blood-letting,  cathartics,  and  other  antiphlo- 
nie  abdomen,  and  the  intestines  were  all  gistic  remedies,  was  attended  with  decided 
^Ined  together.  Fahi  of  the  head  and  ab-  benefit.  The  actual  condition  of  the  uterine 
domen,  with  fever,  were  the  symptoms  and  other  organs,  was  not,  however,  ascer- 
which  Dr.  Lowder  considered  to  be  pathog-  tained  by  either  of  these  writen,  as  they 
nomonic  of  the  disease ;  and  redness  of  the  were  not  permitted  to  examine  the  bodies  of 
peritoneum,  adhesion  of  the  intestines,  any  of  those  who  were  cot  off  with  the  dis- 
effiiaion  of  serum  mingled  with  pus  and  ease.  Pinel,  Bichat,  Laroche,  and  Gardien, 
lymphy  the  most  flrequent  morbid  ap-  found  the  peritoneum  inflamed  in  so  many 
pewrances.  The  history  of  the  symptoms  fatal  cases,  that  they  have  considered  IVaa 
and  morbid  changes  of  structure,  by  Dn.  disease,  as  Mr.  3g^  UxiivVvc  d^di,  «M»Gk>^aki&.i 
Joeeph  Clark,  Gordon,  Campbeli,  Mackin-  to  depend  on infiamma.^aA^A^i^^c^^^*"^''^^* 
toA,  Mad  otbar  writen,  U  nearly  the  same ;  A  foreign  aulbor,  ^bo  Visa  va\n^v^«Di\l  ^' 
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served  the  disease,  and  who  entertains  the  lesion  in  8.    Suppuration  within  the  lym- 
same  opinion  of   its  nature,  asserts  that  phatics    was   associated    with    phlehitis  in 
nothing  can  he  more  ahsurd,  more  chimerical,  20    cases;    with  metritis    in    13;     with 
or  more  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  analysis  and  softening  without  suppuration  of  the  utorus 
observation,  than  the  idea  that  there  is  a  in  6  ;  with  simple  peritonitis  in  3  ;  withoat 
fever  essential  or  peculiar  to  women  recently  other  lesion  in  2.      Inflammation   of  the 
delivered.     The  bodies  of  56  women  were  ovaries    was  distributed    in   the  foUowiog 
examined  who  had  died  of  puerperal  fejer  in  manner :  associated  with  simple  peritonitis 
the   General  Hospital   at   Vienna,   in    the  in^  29  cases ;  various  changes  in  the  otcras 
autumn  of  1819,  and  in  all  of  these,  with  in  27  ;  simple  inflammation  in  8 ;  softening 
the  exception  of  two,   where  delivery  had  in  7  ;  suppuration  of  the  vessels  in  12 ;  all 
taken  place  a  considerable  time  previous  to  the  previous  alterations  united  in  16. 
death,  effusions  of  sero-punilent  fluid  were        From  all  these  facts  discovered  by  mortid 
found  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  traces  of  anatomy,  you  can  now  be  at  no  loss  to  com- 
inflammatton   in  one  or  more  of  the  ab-  prebend  why  inflammation  of  the  uterus  in 
dominal  viscera.     The  ovaria  and  fallopian  puerperal  women  is  so  firequently  fatal,  so 
tubes  were  always  more  or  less  swollen,  red,  little  under  the  control  of  remedies,  and  why 
and  tender,  and  the  body  of  the  uterus  was  it  has  been  so  difficult  to  give  a  clear  and 
in    consequence    of    inflammation    flabby,  correct  delineation  of  its  constitutional  symp- 
tender,  and  easily  broken  down  with  the  toms.  The  facts  disclosed  by  morbid  anatomy, 
finger.     It  is  also  stated  in  the  report  of  observes    the    learned  pathologist    already 
tliis  epidemic,  that  the  accession  of  fever  is  quoted,  show  that  all  the  origuial  descrip- 
always  preceded  by  marked  changes  in  the  tions  of  puerperal  fever,  however  elabonte, 
whole  system,   particularly  in  the  uterus,  from  Strother  and  Denman,  to  the  present 
clearly  indicating  an  inflammatory    state,  times,  are  more  or  less  inaccorate,  in  so  &r 
The  symptoms,  indeed,  were  such  that  the  as  they  confound  together   the  symptoms 
inflammation  combined  with  high  fever  could  belonging  to  lesions  of  different  parts  and 
not  be  mistaken.  tissues.    **  Much  confusion,  disorder,  sad 
Still  more  recent,  and  far  more  extended  discordance,  indeed,  have  prevailed  wna^ 
and  accurate  researches,  have  been  made  on  practical  writers  on  the  number  and  nature 
the  morbid  anatomy  of  the  uterine  system  in  of  the  distinctioTis  which  they  admit  of  the 
those  who  have  died  of  puerperal  fever.     Of  several    forms  and  varieties   of   pneipenl 
222  cases  examined  by  M.  Tonell^  in  1829,  fever.     Nor  in  the  recent  descriptkms  by 
at  Paris,  there  were  traces  of  peritoneal  in-  different  obstetrical  authors  does  it  appear  to 
flammation   observed  in   193.    There  was  have  been  made  practicable  to   atom  sbii- 
more  or  less  redness,  and  increased  vascu-  biguity  in  distinguishing  the  sjrmptoms  into 
larity,  of  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  intestines,  different  forms.     Most  authors  ag;ree  tiist 
or  of  the  mesentery,  omentum,  or  peritoneum  there  are  varieties  in   the   disorder;    but 
covering  the  uterus,    with  more    or    less  on  the  number  and  characters  of  these  giest 
effusion  of  serum,  pus,  and  lymph.  Changes  discordance  prevails.    The  great  difltoihy 
resulting  from  inflammation  were  observed  consists  in  (he  circumstance   that   tlww^ 
in   the  uterus  and  its  appendages  in  197  very  generally  the  disease  begins  with  in- 
cases ;  which  proves  that  the  uterine  system  flammatory  symptoms  more  or  less  distinctly 
was  more  frequently  affected  than  the  general  marked,  yet  in  almost  all  cases  *Hfffg  are 
peritoneal  sac.     Inflammation  of  the  ovaria  quickly  succeeded,  and  as  it  were  wmfffcg^^  or 
was  observed  in  58  cases,  and  suppuration  disguised,  by  symptoms,  in  which  feeblenev, 
of  them  in  four,  and  it  appears  from  another  languor,  lisUessness,  and  mortal  oppression 
statement  that  inflammatory  lesions  of  the  occupy  a  prominent  part,  and  consequently 
ovaria  were  observed  in  99  cases.    Traces  of  present  that  general  character  to  which  many 
inflammation  of  the  peritoneum,  and  in  the  physicians  have  applied  the  name  of  potrid, 
uterus  orits  appendages,  werefound  variously  typhoid,  ataxic,  and  adynamic.     We  have 
associated  in  165  cases,  and  they  were  found  seen  that  J.  Clarke  considered  it  as  an  epi- 
separated  in  57.    In  the  substance  of  the  demic  low  fever  of  specific  character,  yet 
uterus  and  ovaria  there  was  simple  inflam-  was  obliged  to  admit  that  it  is  attended  with 
mation  in  79;  superficial  softening  in  29;  inflammation  of  various  abdominal  and  pelvie 
deep-seated  softening  in  20  ;  inflammation  organs.      Pen,  Tissot,  White,  Alphonse  Le 
of  £be  ovaria  in  58  ;   suppuration  in  4.    In  Roy,  looked  on  it  as  a  putrid,  tjpMd,  or  ady- 
90  there  was  purulent  matter  in  the  veins ;  namic  fiever ;  Antony  Petit  andSelle  thought 
in  32  in  the  absorbents ;  in  3  in  the  thoracic  it  a  nervous  fever ;  Doulat  ascribed  it  to  a 
duct;  and  9  along  with  inflammation  and  gastricdisorder;  and  lastly  Walter,  Johnston, 
suppuration  in  the  lumbar,  inguinal,  and  Forster,  and  Cruikshank,  Baillie,  Hall,  and 
other  glands :  the  total  changes  in  the  uterus  Hey,  deemed  it  a  local  inflammation  of  the 
thus  amounting  to  324.  Suppuration  within  pentoneum.    The  mtematic  writers  have 
the  veins  wss  accompanied  with  suppuration  not  ^iminUKfK^  this  oisfffirdanftft,  and  by  the 
of  Cbe  uterus  in  32  oases ;  with  softening  in  multiplicity  of  division  and  refiaoBMnt  in 
11 ;  with  /nftsmmntion  and  sofbeidng  com-  diiditf^ion  the^  have  lathfur  olMcond  tksn 
bimed  in  5;    with  peritonitii  without  any  dnd^Xibai  ^Che  vqS(%w»..   ^&qsk«  ^dH^vanidL 
<fthcr  cbtage,  in  34 ;  or  without  any  olbier  cunkA  ^^owxicc  ^  ^^  x^taift^ 
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and  tendency  of  this  disorderi  disdnguiahed  M.  Desormeanz  Uo  three  principal  forms  : 

it  in  1806  into  foor  forms :  the  first,  the  an  inflammatory  form,  a  typhoid,  and  an 

benign  puerperal  fever  not  inflammatory ;  anomalous  or  ataxic  form  ;  which,  h^  thinks, 

the  second,  inflammatory  puerperal  fever ;  correspond  to  the   different  lesions  of  the 

the  third,  anomalous  puerperal  fever ;  and  solids,   of  the  fluids,  and  of  innervation, 

the  fourth,   the  malignant  puerperal  fever  The  inflammatory  form   he  farther  subdi- 

not  inflammatory.  M.Vigarous  distinguishes  vides  into  two  varieties  :  one  in  which  the 

five  species  of  puerperal  fever — first,   the  inflammatory  symptoms  were  open,  distinct, 

gastro-bilious,    marked   by    intense  hypo-  and   permanent;  the  other  in  which  they 

gastric  pain ;   2d,   the  putrid-bilious,  ois-  were  transitory,  and  were  speedily  followed 

tinguished  by  great  debility,  small  intermitt-  by  typhoid  symptoms.     The  second  variety 

ing  pulse,  hypogastric  swelUng,  with  frequent  and  the  typhoid  form  were  by  far  the  most 

pain,  and  putrid  symptoms ;  3d,  the  pitui-  prevalent,  and  were  generally,  if  not  inva- 

tous  or  mucous;    4th,   the  phlogistic  or  riably,    associated  with   softening    of   the 

uterine  inflammation,  denoted  by  sense  of  womb,  and  purulent  matter  within  the  veins 

great    weight    in    the    pelvis,   hypogastric  and  lymphatics,  whether  that  were  the  efiect 

swelling,  pain  and  hardness,  with  acute  fever ;  of  venous  inflammation,  or  received  within 

and  5th,  sporadic  puerperal  fever,  proceed-  their  interior  by  absorption.     This  division 

ing    from    mental  emotion,    distress,   &c.  has  been  modified  by  Mme.  Boivin  and  M. 

Gardien  recognises  six  varieties  of  the  disor-  Duges,  who  admit  only  two  forms,  one  the 

der — 1st,  the  anglotenic  or  inflammatory ;  simple  inflammatory,   or   metro -peritonitis 

2d,  the  adeno-meningeal  or  mucous;  3d,  the  angiotenica,  with  strong  full  hard  pulse;  the 

gastric  or  bilious ;  4th,  the  adynamic  or  pu-  other  the   typhoid,   in  which,  though  the 

trid  ;  5th,  the  ataxic  or  nervous ;  and  6th,  symptoms  are  at  first  inflammatory,  a  secon- 

that  complicated  with    affection  of   other  dary  adynamic  state  speedily  ensues,  with 

organs.     These  varieties,  M.  Martin,  of  the  small,  contracted,  oppressed  pulse,  burning 

Hopital  de  la  Charity,  at  Lyons,  augments  to  heat,  intense  thirst,  and  great  oppression  of 

seven  in  the  following  manner: — 1st,  the  all  the  vital  and  animal  motions;  and  they 

gastric,  the  most  frequent,  often  complicated  refer  to  the  latter  both  the  typhoid  and  the 

with  worms,  with  epigastric  pain,  hnidache,  ataxic  form  of  MM.  Desormeaux  and  To- 

and  full  pulse ;  2d,  the  intestinal,  also  com-  nei\6,      I^astly,    Dr.   Lee,   discarding    the 

plicated  nith  worms,  with  meteorismus,  bor-  name  and  nosological  characters  of  puer- 

borygmi,  and  diarrhoea;  3d,  the  epidemic  peral  fever  and  puerperal   peritonitis,    as 

puerperal,  assuming  the  character  of  the  hitherto  maintained  by  authors,  considers 

prevailing  midemic  constitution ;  4th,  puer-  the  several  febrile  disonlers  ensuing  on  par- 

peral  ttnr  from  retention  of  the  placenta,  turition  as  essentially  dependent  on  inflam- 

firsC  inflammatory,   then   adynamic  or  ty-  mation  of  the  womb  and  its  appendages ; 

phoid,    with    hard    painful   hypogastrium,  and  the  different  forms  which  they  assume  as 

small  pulse,  and  iaintness ;  5th,  adynamic  referable  to  the  drcumstanoe  of  affection  of 

or  putrid  puerperal  fever,   succeeding  the  the  serous,   muscular,  or  venous  tissue  of 

gastric  variety;  6th,  puerperal  uterine  in-  the  organ.      Little   doubt   can   be    enter- 

flammation,  marked  by  fixed  pain  in  the  tained  that,  so  fitu:  as  our  knowledge  of  the 

region  of  the  womb,    suppression  of  the  relations  between  the  external  symptoms  and 

lodiia,  hard  pulse,  redness  of  the  margins  of  the  affection  of  the  internal  organs  goes, 

the  tongue,  dry  skin,  and  porraceous  vomit-  this  view  is  the  most  rational.     If  it  be  still 

ing ;  and  7tk  and  lastly,   puerperal  fever  imperfect,  that  is  rather  to  be  attributed  to 

oonaeqiMDt   en  mental  emotions,    profuse  the  circumstance,  that  in  very  few  cases, 

hsBBBorihagea,  copious  external  suppurations,  perhaps,  is  one  tisstie  exclusively  affected, 

or  purulent  deposits  in  the  substance  of  or-  and  consequently  it  is  difficult,  if  not  im- 

gans,  always  terminating  in  ataxic  or  nervous  practicable,  to  connect  in  any  given  case  the 

symptoms.     Still  more  recently  Dr.  Samuel  external  signs  with  any  single  lesion.     The 

Cusack  dtstinguished  the  disease  into  three  symptoms  of  mere  peritoneal  inflammation 

forms  —  1st,    the    genuine    inflammatory,  are  modified,   or  it  may  be  obscured,   by 

marked  by  acute  abdominal  pain  and  ten-  those  arising  from  ovarian  or  tubal  inflam- 

demess,  quick  hard  pulse,  and  other  symp-  mation,  inflammation  of  the  substance  or 

toms  of  synocha ;  2d,  the  low  or  typhoid,  inner  surface  of  the  womb,  or  the  symptoms 

generally  epidemic,  and  allied  to  erysipelas  of  uterine  venous  inflammation.     This  dr- 

and  typhus  fever,  and  similar  lew  disorders,  cumstance  shews  at  once  that  the  terms  of 

without  tenderness,  but  with  dull  weight  in  typhoid,  or  adynamic,  or  ataxic  puerperal 

the  hypogastrium,  weak  languid  pulse,  and  fever,  whether  applied  to  forms  or  stages  of 

a  sense  of  great  fsintness ;  and  3d,  a  mixed  puerperal  fever,  must  convey  a  most  erro- 

form,  partdiing  of  the  characters  of  both,  neous  notion  of  the  pathological  nature  of 

with  abdominal  tenderness,    yet  with  the  the  disease,  and  are  in  every  respect  inad- 

pulae  neither  so  hard  and  incompressible  as  missible.     Puerperal  and  typhus  fever  agree 

in  the  first,  nor  so  weak  as  in  the  second  in  no  drcumstanoe,  unlea&  vel  tk^vc  txsi^L^^^- 

▼arietj.     M.  ToneU^  reten  all  the  varieties  ing  itagjea,  iiaxxkf^^t  V)k:A  y^^^^^^t:^  ^^  ^^^ 

cf  the  diMtcmper  wMA  he  obaerved  under  fotal  event,** 
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796  DR.  WESTS  OBSERVATIONS  ON  SOME  OF  THB 

OBSERVATIONS  OX  name  of  stomatitis,  appears  to  hare 

BOMB  OP  THB  imparted  something  ofits  pecuKaiities 

MORE  IMPORTANT  DISEASES  OF     to  the  measles  then  epidenuc,  giYing 


CHILDHOOD.  ^^  ^<^  A  ^^17  insidious  and  dan^nras 

Bj  Cbarlbs  Wbot,  M.D.  complicaUon,  which  consbtedm  an 

Member  of  fhe  JLaj^  CoMege  of  Phy.icum«;  jf^.V^  ^J  ^^  "^°~^  membrane  of 

PbTskian  to  the  1107ml  Infimuury  for  c^idren;  month  and  air-passaj^  XDore  nearly 

and  Pbysicuui-AGcoaclienr  to  the  Finsbuiy  resembling  diphtneritu  than  ordinanr 

DitveoMuj,  croup. 

[Contjiiued  from  p.  742.3  j^  ^^  English  work  hare  I  fomd 

any  account  of  this  complication  of 
11.  On  a  peculiar  form  of  croup  which  measles,  beyond  the  mention  of  the 
occurt  as  a  complication  of  measles.  occasional  occurrence  of  cronp  daring 
During  the  autumn  of  1S42  diarrhcea  the  progress  of  the  disease,  or  as  one  of 
prevailed  to  an  unusual  extent  among  its  sequels.  The  slight  notice  taken 
the  patients  at  the  Infirmary  for  Chil-  of  it  by  continental  authors  would  like- 
dren.  The  period  of  its  greatest  preva-  wise  lead  to  the  inference  that  it  is  not 
lence  was  the  month  of  August,  when  often  a  grave  complication  of  measles 
71  out  of  168  patiente  admitted  under  in  other  parts  of  Europe.  MM.  Rilliet 
my  care,  or  41  per  cent.,  were  suffering  and  Bartnez,  the  most  recent  and  most 
from  it.  In  September  the  cases  of  trustworthy  writers  on  children's  dii- 
diarrhoea  sank  to  24,  in  October  to  14,  eases,  expressly  state*  that  the  inflam- 
and  in  November  to  8  per  cent,  of  the  mation  of  the  pharynx  and  larynx 
total  monthly  admissions.  In  propor-  which  supervenes  in  the  courve  of 
tion,  however,  as  the  diarrhoea  declined,  measles  is  generally  of  but  slight  im- 
catarrhal  affections  of  the  air-passages  portance,  that  its  symptoms  are  seldom 
became  frequent  Bronchial  catarrh,  grave,  and  the  lesions  which  it  produces 
which,  in  the  month  of  August,  existed  ai^  seldom  serious.  To  this  general 
in  only  1 1  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  attacked  rule,  however,  there  are  some  notable 
20  per  cent,  in  September,  and  28  per  exceptions :  thus,  in  the  years  1837-dS, 
cent,  in  October ;  and,  though  it  oe-  an  epidemic  of  measles  prevafled  in  the 
came  less  frequent  in  November  and  distnct  of  6esigheimt>m  the  kingdom 
December,  still  18  per  cent  of  all  cases  of  Wurtemberg,  in  which  the  period  oC 
admitted  in  December  were  affected  by  desquamation  was  often  atten&d  with 
it.  In  the  month  of  July  18^,  at  an  extremelv  perilous  secondary  croup, 
which  time  diarrhoea  first  assumed  an  accompanied  with  very  extensive  for- 
epidemic  character,  affecting  30  per  mation  of  false  membranes  in  the  air- 
cent,  of  the  patients,  cases  of  meaiAes  passages.  During  the  prevalence  of  an 
began  to  occur  more  frequently,  and  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  year  1835, 
the  disease  soon  became  epidemic,  in  Sigmaringen|  and  the  adjacent 
though  for  many  months  it  had  occurred  country,  false  membranes  formed  on 
only  as  a  sporadic  affection.  Measles  the  tonsils  and  palate,  accompanied 
continued  to  prevail  epidemically  with  other  symptoms  of  croup  |  but 
during  the  whole  of  the  autumn,  but  this  diphtheritic  affection  existed  onlv 
did  not  reach  their  maximum  frequency  in  one  parish,  though  a  tendency  to  it 
until  the  end  of  November  and  com-  shewed^  itself  in  other  parts  by  the  for- 
roencement  of  December,  in  which  mation  of  aphthous  ulcers  about  the 
latter  month  20  per  cent  oif  idl  patients  tongue.  A  similar  complication,  too, 
who  came  under  my  care  were  affected  existed  in  some  cases  during  the  very 
with  them.    Measles  became  less  fre-  fatal  epidemic  of  measles  at  Bonn,  in 
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The  epidemic   constitution   of   the  !1J;*^„**?.^,^*S^JS.^°'^*«',*"-p-^^ 

„,v.^i-  -.     •   J  r         au         a             i>  to4rk  r  For  tn  account  of  tbU  epidemic,  aee  Dr. 

whole  period  from  the  autumn  of  1842  g.  c.  f.  Hanir,  Mediciniwhe  AbhandiuMcn.8!!o. 

until    the    following    spring,    which.  Stutteart,  issp.  s.  79.                     ^* 

moreover  shewed  iU  chamcti^r  hv  an  ^  t  P««cnbed  oy  Heyfrfder,  in  hU  Stndien  im 

jijureuvcr,  biicweu  i»  cnaracier  oy  an  Oebiete  der  Heilwissenachaft,  Stuttnrt.  isasu 

unusual    prevalence  of  that  form  of  svo.  ii.  Band,  s.  9.                        -»    ^    ^^ 

ulcerative  inflammation  of  the  mucous  ^  *  P®"^";*^^L TJSF'  P*  morbiUonim  epi- 

membrane  of  the  mouth  known  by  the  SS^^Sst'**'"*''^-  Bonn*,  etc.  fr-^te. 


MORE  IMPORTANT  DISEASES  OF  CHILDHOOD.  797 

•  • 

many  instances  in  which  measles  were  became  difficult,  and  from  that  time 

complicated  with  croup  or  diphtheritis.  grew  worse  and  worse. 

My  present  object,  however,  is  not  to  His  mother  had  applied  four  leeches 

write  a  history  of  the  epidemics  of  to  the  throat,  had  given  him  medicine 

measles,  but  simply  to  describe  what  and  fomented  his  chest  without  relief; 

came  under  my  own  notice.  and  brought  him  to  me  on  January  ^. 

Noneofthesixcasesof  which  I  have  The    remains   of    the    eruption   of 

preserved  a  record  presented,  at  the  measles  were  still  to  be  seen  on  his  face 

outset,  any  peculiarity.    The  prelimi-  and  back,  his  countenance  was  heavy 

nary  catarrh  was  not  more  severe  than  and    oppressed,    breathing    difficult, 

usual,  nor  was  the  eruption  of  measles  rather  hurried,  loud  wheezing  attending 

cither  more  or  less  abundant  than  in  the  inspiration,  occasional  slight  hoarse 

cases  where  no  such  complication  oc-  cough,  without  much  clangor.    Pulse 

curred.     In  one  instance  the  throat  full,  bounding,  but  easily  compressible, 

affisction  came  on  on  the  second  day  of  Tongue    red   and    raw,    witn   slight 

the  eruption;  but  in  the  other  cases  aphthous  spots  upon  it,  and  one  or  two 

not  until  its  decline,  or  till  the  period  similar  spots  upon  the  tonsils,  which, 

of  desquamation  had  commenced.    In  however,     were    not    very   red,    nor 

the  first  case  that  I  met  with,  that  of  covered  with  false  membranes.      He 

an  infant  at  the  breast,  of  the  name  of  had  had  on  that  day,  for  the  first  time, 

Newell,  living  at  19,  Prince's  Court,  some  difficulty  in  swallowing,  and  also 

Commercial  Road,  Lamibeth,  the  attack  occasional  attacks  of  dyspncea,  in  which 

of  measles  had   been   comparativelv  suffocation  seemed  impending, 

mild;  the  child  had  reached  the  sixth  No  unnatural  sound  was  detected  in 

day  from  the  appearance  of  the  ernp-  either  lung,  but  the  air  entered  very  im- 

tion,  and  everything  seemed  to  mromise  perfectly. 

a  favourable  convalescence.  On  the  The  case  did  not  appear  to  be  one  in 
seventh  day  there  was  slight  drowsi-  which  depletion  was  admissible.  I 
ness,  with  some  increase  of  the  mor-  therefore  ordered  a  solution  of  half  a 
bilious  catarrh,  but  there  seemed  to  be  grain  of  the  sulphate  of  copper  every  ten 
so  little  lo  excite  anxiety  in  the  symp-  minutes  till  free  vomiting  should  be 
toms,  that  I  did  not  visit  the  child  produced,  and  to  be  continued  after- 
till  the  ninth  day.  I  found  it  then  wards  every  hour,  and  a  drachm  of  the 
labouring  for  breatn,  with  all  the  symp-  stron?  mercurial  ointment  to  be  rubbed 
toms  of  cronp  in  a  fiur  advanced  stage,  into  tne  thighs  every  two  hours, 
and  with  great  prostration  of  strengm.  At  7  p.m.  I  visited  him  again.  He 
These  mnptoms  had  then  existed  for  had  taken  nine  doses  of  the  medicine, 
twenty-four  hours,  and  in  twelve  hours  after  the  second  of  which  he  vomited, 
more  thev  terminated  in  death.  The  but  the  vomiting  had  not  recurred, 
child  had  had  considerable  inflamma-  There  was  rather  less  dvspnoBa  than  in 
tion  of  ihe  mucous  membrane  of  the  the  morning,  and  the  child  was  sleep- 
mouth,  with  small  aphthous  ulcers  on  it  ing  quietly  when  I  came  in,  but  was 
and  on  the  tongue,  from  the  third  day  easily  roused,  and  when  awake  his 
of  the  eruption.  I  was  not,  however,  face  presented  much  less  of  that  ex- 
at  that  time  aware  of  their  betoken-  pressionof  anxiety  which  it  wore  in  the 
in^  the  existence  of  more  serious  mis-  morning. 
cfaie£  I  now  discontinued  the  sulphate  of 

Another  case,  in  which  the  croupy  copper,  but  directed  the  mercurial  oint- 

symptoms  were  well  marked,  though  ment  to  be  still  rubbed  in,  and  ordered 

not  so  mpidily  fotal  as  in  the  preceding  gr.  ij.  of  calomel  with  gr.  i  of  tartar 

instance,  was  that  of—  emetic  to  be  Riven  every  two  hours. 

.  John  May  hew,  set.  4  years;  resid-  January  29,  10  a.m.— Slept  moeh 

ing  at  2,  James  Pbice,  Union  Street,  through  the  night,  but  had  had  two  or 

Sonthwark.  This  child  had  good  health  three  accessions  of  very  ur^nt  dvsp- 

until  January  20, 1943,  when  he  was  ncsa,  and  his  mother  considered  nim 

taken  ill;  and  on  the  22d  the  eruption  worse.     He  had  made  one  effort  to 

of  measles  a^^ieared  on  him  abundanly :  vomit,  but  reiected  only  a  little  phlegm, 

he  seemed  going  on  well   until  tne  and  that  without  any  relief;  and  nis 

night  of  the  l^th,  when  he  began  to  bowels  had  acted  twice.  He  was  sitting 

cough,  and  on  Uie  26th  his  breathing  upright  in  the  bed,  with  mnch  anxiety 
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expressed  in  his  fece ;  jugular  veins  wandered.    At  midniglit,  on  Fefaraary 

much  distended ;   inspiration  hissing ;  2d,  however,  these  treaeherous  appesr- 

cough  painful;  and  more  suppressed  ances  vanished,  and  in  six  hours  he 

than  on  the  previous  day.  He  swallowed  died. 

tolerably,  but  distressing  cough  some-  On  examining  the  body  after  death, 

times  followed  deglutition.      He  com-  the  lower  third  of  the  lower  lobe  of  the 

plained  of  his  chest,  and  said  his  throat  right  lunj^  was  found  in  a  state  of  red 

nurt  him  when  touched.  hepatisation  ;    the   bronchial   glands 

The  skin  of  the  body  was  hot,  but  were  red  and  swollen, 

the  extremities  were  cold;  the  pulse  The  soft  palate  was  thickened  and 

was  about  the  same  in  frequency  as  on  csdematous,  and  there  was   a   small 

the  day  before,  but  it  had  lost  power,  ulcer  on  the  right  side  of  the  nvnla. 

His  tongue  was  still  red  and  raw,  but  The  under  surface  of  the  epiglottis, 

there  was  no  great  redness  of  the  fances,  and  the   mucous   membrane  of  the 

nor  were  there  any  specks  of  fiilse  larynx,   were    generally    loofffa  ^  and 

membrane  upon  them ;  there  was  con-  granular,  looking  as  if  eroded  oy  innu- 

siderable  ulceration  of  the  gums,  and  merable  little  ulcerations.    Their  sur- 

some  fcetor  of  the  breath.  &ce  presented  a  dirty  ash  grey  colour. 

The  calomel  was  now  discontinued,  was  not  coated  with  false  membrane. 

The  mercurial  inunction  was  still  but  only  with  a  little  dirty  mueoa. 

employed :  spr.  ij.  of  ammonia  with  n^x.  The  trachea  was  red  in  patches,  in- 

of  tincture  of  squills  and  half  an  ounce  tensely  so  for  an  inch'  above  the  di- 

of  the  decoction  of  senega  were  given  vision   of  the   bronchi.    The    larger 

every  two  hours.  bronchi  were  intensely  red,  and  those 

In  the  evening  the  child  was  much  on  the  right  side  contained  a  frothjr 

the  same,  but  the  pulse  was  140,  and  reddish  fluid,  but  the  smaller  bronchi 

interrupted  by  occasional  paroxysms  were  not  injected, 

ofdyspnosa.    I  found  him  at  10|  a.m.  The  brother  of  this  child,  a   fine 

on  January  30,  sitting  up  in  his  mother's  infant  about  a  year  old,  was  taken  with 

arms,  beinff  unable  to  lie  down ;  his  measles  at  the  same  time.    In  him  the 

face  flushed  and  extremely  anxious,  the  measles  were  complicated,  almost  froai 

perspiration  standing  in  big  drops  on  the  outset,  with  pneumonia,  and  Hmt 

nis  forehead,  looking  round  with  an  croupv  symptoms  which  caae  mi  on 

expression  of  unutterable  distress,  as  if  the    thira   day  were    Um    distinctly 

in  quest  of  relief.    Respiration  hissing,  marked.    His  gums  Weame  sore ;  his 

voice  quite  reduced  to  a  whisper,  cougn  tongue  red,  rair«  and  ulcerated;    he 

hoarse,  and  without  any  clangor ;  and  lost  his  VdlflC^  nad  a  cronpy  consh, 

air  entering  the  lungs  but  scantilv.  thou^  «Mittended  with  clangor :  his 

Gums  verv  sore,  fauces  red,  a  httle  dyqacsa  was  less  ureent  than  in  his 

fEdse  memSrane  on  the  tonsils.  bntiier's  case,  but,  like  him,  he  sank 

A  blister  was  now  applied  to  the  into  a  state  of  coma,  and  died  on  the 

upper  part  of  the  chest,  the  inunctaoo  seventh  day.    I  was  unable  to  obtain  a 

was  continued  every  three,  and  the  poti-mortem  examination, 

ammonia  given  every  two  houis.  In  all  of  the  three  above-mentioned 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  he  be-  cases  the  nature  of  the  affection  was 

came  able  to  Ue  down,  bnt  sank  into  a  sufficiently  obvious,  and  in  two  the 

comatose  condition,  in  which  he  con-  croupy  symptoms  were  well  marked, 

tinned  with  occasional  intervals  during  Sometimes,   however,   much    greater 

the  31st  of  January,  and  until  6  jk.M.  on  obscurity  attends  the  dia^osis.    The 

February  3d,  when  he  died.  child  is  evidently  more  ill  than  the 

On  the  dav  before  his  death  he  ap-  mere  existence  of  measles  will  acconnt 

peared   to  breathe  with  far   greater  for,  but  it  makes  no  definite  complaint, 

mcility  than  he  had  done  for  some  and  it  cannot  be  ascertained  that  any 

days.    His&ce  lost  much  of  its  anxious  organ  in  particular  is  suffering.    There 

expression;    the    respiration    became  is  considerable  drowsiness,  aisinclina- 

noiseless  and  unattended  with  effort;  tion    to    swallow,  and   reluctance   to 

the  cough  less  smothered;   the  voice,  speak,  but  cough  may  be  absent;  no 

though  still  a  hoarse  whisper,  was  more  croupy  sound  accompanies  the  respira- 

distinct,  and  when  aroused  he  answered  tioo,  and  the  child  speaks  in  so  low  a 

rationally,  and  his  mind   no   longer  tone  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  appre- 
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ciate  any  alteration  in  the  tone  of  its  until  the  24th,  when,  though  her 
voice.  In  such  a  case  I  overlooked  dyspnoea  did  not  seem  increased  in 
the  danserous  complication  till  too  urgency,  she  would  not  lie  down  in 
late.  The  patient  was  a  little  ^1,  five  bea,  but  continued  sitting  upright  in 
years  of  age,  named  Jenkins,  hving  at  her  mother's  arms,  or  in  oed ;  and  if 
13,  William  Street,  Waterloo  Road,  laid  down  for  a  moment,  she  would 
She  was  attacked  with  measles,  and  I  instantly  start  up  into  the  sitting  pos- 
watched  ha  the  more  sedulously  be-  ture.  She  contmued  thus  until  6  a.m. 
cause  she  had  had  several  attacks  of  on  Dec.  25th,  when  she  died, 
croup.  The  eruption  came  out  natu-  After  deadi,  lobular  pneumonia  in 
rally,  and  tiiere  was  nothing  unusual  the  first  stage  was  found  in  the  upper 
in  the  case  except  a  preternatural  lobe  of  the  left  lung;  vesicular  pneu- 
drowsiness,  which  ezistea  almost  from  monia,  and  grey  hepatization  of  the 
the  outset  of  the  disclose.  The  respira-  greater  part  of  the  lower  lobe.  There 
tion  was  rather  hurried ;  the  puke  fre-  was  general  lobular  pneumonia,  in  the 
quent,  and  vdthout  power ;  but  there  first  stage,  in  the  right  upper  lobe, 
was  neither  couffh  nor  croupy  sound  in  with  one  patch  of  red  hepatization ; 
breathing,  nor  aid  auscultation  detect  my  hepatization  of  the  middle  and 
any  serious  mischief  in  the  lungs.  K>wer  lobes,  with  some  vesicular  pneu- 
SbU  the  child  grew  more  and  more  monia,  in  the  lower, 
drowsy  $  she  took  hardly  any  drink,  The  root  of  the  tongue,  and  posterior 
never  spoke,  her  pulse  grew  more  fire-  part  of  the  pharynx,  were  covered  with 
quent,  and  she  sank  into  a  state  ap-  shreds  of  mlBe  membrane,  and  the  sur- 
proaching  to  coma.  I  now  bethought  face  of  the  epiglottis  presented  a  similar 
me  of  what  I  had  hitherto  neglected,  appearance,  little  excavated  ulcerations 
and  examined  the  state  of  the  mouth,  seeming  to  occupy  the  site  of  the 
The  fauces  were  very  red  and  much  epiglottidean  glands.  The  whole  of  the 
swollen,  and  shreds  of  fidse  membrane  oesophagus  was  much  congested,  and 
covered  the  tonsils  and  palate.  Twelve  lined  by  a  complete  tube  of  false  mem- 
hours  afterwards,  on  the  fifth  day  of  branes,  which  reached  to  within  about 
the  disease,  the  child  died.  an  inch  of  the  cardiac  orifice  of  the 
Ellen  Douj^las,  aged  21  months,  stomach,  and  terminated  in  an  irregular 
living  at  7»  Prince's  Court,  Commercial  edge. 

Roao^  Lambeth,  was  taken  with  mea-  The  lower  surface  of  the  epiglottis 

sles  on  Dec.  9, 18^    She  had  a  cough  was  coated  with  fidse  membrane,  and 

from  the  first,  and  the  measles  were  presented  ulcerated  spots  just  like  those 

associated   with    double    pneumonia,  on  its  upper  surface, 

which  was  combated  by  local  depletion.  The  mucous  membrane  covering  the 

and  the  administration  of  calomel  and  arytenoid  cartilages  was  puckered  and 

antimony.    For  a  few  days  the  child  swollen,  and  the  aperture  of  the  glottis 

seemed  to  improve,  but  on  the  16th  was  much  narrowed,  partly  by  swelling, 

she  became  worse,  dozing  for  a  short  partly  by  deposit  of  lalse  membrane, 

time,  then  suddenly  starting  up  in  the  Dirty  greyish  false  membrane  lined 

bed,  as  if  in  alarm.    She  grew  habitu-  the  larynx,  filled  up  the  interval  be- 

ally  restlen,  was  much  troubled  by  tween  the  true  and  false  chordae  vocales, 

hacking  cough,  and  often  refused  drink,  and  obliterate  the  entrance  to  the  sac- 

thoc^h  she  md  not  appear  to  have  any  cuius  laryngis.    On  removing  the  false 

particnlar    difficulty    in    swallowing,  membrane,  the  surface  of  the  larynx 

Her  voice  became  noarse,  this  hoarse-  appeared  uneven  as  though  worm-eaten, 

neas  terminating,  some  days  before  her  but  not  at  all  red  or  congested. 

death,  into  almost  total  aphonia.    Still  The  false  membrane  did  not  extend 

there  was  at  no  time  any  stridor  in  the  below  the  larynx  ;   the  trachea  was 

breathing,  or  marked  croupy  symptom;  not  at  all  congested,  and  contained 

but  the  tongue  was  red  and  raw,  and  only  a  small  quantity  of  mucus, 

little  aphthous  ulcers  appeared  at  its  The  last  case  that  I  have  met  with 

edges,  and  the  sums  were  sore ;  a  cir-  was   that   of    Evelina   Turner,    aged 

cumstance  attributed,  probably  erro-  eighteen  months,  living  in  Pearl  Row, 

neously,  to  the  mercury  that  had  been  Blackfriars  Road,  who  was  suffering, 

administered.      Her    restlessness    in-  when  admitted  under  my  care,  from 

creased,  her  strength  declined  daily,  diarrhoea  following  measles.  The  erup- 

but  no  new  symptom  showed  itself  tion  had  disappeared  four  days;  the 
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diarrhcBa  was   severe,   attended  with  certainty,  if  the  gums  have  a  qMmg^ 

tenesmus  and  bloody  stools ;  and  there  appearance  or  be  actually  ukeraied,  if 

were  small  aphthous  ulcers  in  the  inside  the  toncnie  be  pretematurally  red  and 

of  the  mouth.    For  four  days  she  ap-  raw*  ana  if  small  aphthous  nlcera  be 

peared  improving ;  she  then  was  not  visible  on  its  edges  and  on  the  lining 

brought  to  me  for  three  days ;  and  at  membrane  of  the  mouth.     In  such  a 

the  end  of  that  time  she  returned  with  case,  an  examination  of  the  faooes , 

difficulty  in  deglutition,  almost  com-  which  ou^ht  never  to  be  omitted,  will 

plete  aphonia,  slight  croupy  sound  in  usually  cusclose  redness  and  swelling 

breathing,  and  false  membranes  coating  of  the  soft  palate,  and  usually,  thoi^ 

the  intensely  congested  soft  palate.  In  not  invariably,  the  presence  of  blae 

twenty- four  hours  more  the  child  died,  membrane. 

The   lunffs  were  inflamed^  and  in  A  depressed  state  of  the  system,  nich 

some  parts  the  pneumonia  had  reached  as  wholly  to  contraindicate  depletion, 

the  third  stage.  accompanies  the  local  affection.    The 

The  soft  palate,  flEuices,  epiglottis,  employment  of  calomel,  and  of  those 
and  upper  part  of  the  pharynx,  were  measures  usually  resorted  to  in  the 
intensely  congested,  and  covered  with  treatment  of  inflammatory  croup,  is 
false  membrane,  which  was  closely  wholly  inefficient ;  while  it  seems  pro- 
adherent,  and  extended  for  about  an  bable  that  success  would  attend  the 
inch  and  a  half  into  the  oesophagus.  early  and  efficient  application  of  cans- 

The  larynx  was  lined  with  pus,  and  tics,  as  in  ordinarv  cases  of  diphtheritis« 

covered  with  a  false  membrane  similar  Still  the  case  of  J.  Mavhew  shows  that 

to  that  on  the  pharynx  r  its  mucous  the  development  of  false  membrane  on 

membrane  was  intensely  congested,  but  the  fauces  is  not  an  invariable  oocor- 

not  ulcerated.    This  congestion  termi-  rence,  that  fatal  mischief  in  the  larynx 

nated  abruptly  at  the  lower  margin  of  may  exist  without  it,  and  consequently 

the  thyroia  cartilage,  and  the  trachea  that  a  favourable  issue  could  not  be 

was  quitepale,  though  containing  some  anticipated  in  every  case,  even  from 

puriform  nuid.  the  most  timely  use  of  cauterisation. 

The  foregoing    details   render  any 

lengthened  observations  unnecessary.  mMman* 

They  show  that  an  affection  of  the  air-  TEKATMBNT 

passages,  dan^;erouB  in  its  character,  ov 

often  obscure  in  its  symptoms,  does  oc-  CALCULI  IN  THE  BLADDER. 

casionally  occur  as  a  complication  of  ^^^^ 
measles.   They  display  a  two*fold  mode 

of  attack,  according  to  which  the  dis-  ^  ^  B^iorqfth^  M^dU^  Q^tftU. 

ease  is  either  clearly  marked,  and  at-  Sir, 

tended  from   the   first  with  obvious  j  ^^^^  ^o  apology  for  offering  the 

croupy  symptcmis,  or  its  character  is  following  case  to  tK  notice  of  the  pro- 

masked  and  its  cause  insidious.    Its  fession :  the  risks  and  anxieUes  neWs- 

tendency  IS  seen  to  be  to  produce  a  g^rfi     following  upon  the  operaUon 

fatal  result,  while  Ae  violence  of  the  rendw  every  riy  oflight  welcome  to 

symptoms  dbnnghife  affords  no  index  j^e  llthotomist ;   on  whkh  account  I 

from  which  to  mfer  the  amount  of  wish  to  give  force  to  a  suggestion  offered 

mi«5hief  which  a  post-mortem  exami-  ^y  Sir  B.  Brodie  in  his  "ITectures  oH  the 

nation  My  reyad.Itoha«ard  IS  farther  Sseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs  5"  forto 

increased  bjr  the  freauent  coexistence  that  suggestion  I  was^indated  for  the 

with  It  of  inflammation  of  the  Uings.  gjeps  uKn,  which  although  dillfering  a 

which,  moreover,  servM  to  throw  &e  little  in  mode,  were  adopted  on  the  saSie 

symptoms  of  croup  mto  the  sh^.  The  principle,  and  foUowe^  by  the  same 

existence  of  this  affisction,  however,  Jucceifiil  result-I  am,  sif, 

If«^.!!lLf *!?^*^  ^*^«;.^f!*  »~  Your  obedient  servant, 

SStn^  JJ^S°T  dismchnation  to  Hensy  Chablbs  Shebwin. 

swallow  or  difficulty  m   the  act  of  Hun,  Au™t  asd,  is48. 

dcgluUtion,   reluctance    to   speak,  or  "«*»»«»»"•*-««»«<»»». 

alteration  in  the  tone  of  the  voice,  --<  Hartley,  set.  9  years,  was  bioiight 

even  though  there  may  be  no  croupr  to  me  by  his  mother  (a  widow),  onthe 

eovgh  aor  stridulous  breathing.    This  8th  of  June,  1842,  to  be  sounded  for 

suspicion  would  be  raised  BbBost  im  .stone  in  the  bladder.    I  detected  (me,  if 


CALCULI  tN  THE  BLADDER.  801 

ti6t  two  stniill  ones.  He  had  Arrived  the  Pulse  is  145,  very  feeble,  soft,  and 

day  before  fromnear  Fenybridge,  York-  intermittinff. 

shire,  a  distance  of  70  miles,  and  had  I  now  felt  convinced  that  I  should 

suffered  great  pain  during  the  journey,  lose    him ;    as   from   the    very  onset 

I  was  strongly  importuned  to  cut  him  of  the  attack,  the  vital  powers  seemed 

on  the  morrow,  to  which  I  imprudently  unable  to  sustain  any  depleting  mear 

consented :    the  operation  was  satis-  sures,  and  though  having  most  of  the 

factorily  performed  in  the  presence  of  characters    of  peritonitis,  the  symp- 

my  friends,  Drs.  Sandwith  and  Cooper,  toms  precluded  the  antiphlogistic  treat- 

and  two  small  calculi  were  removed  in  ment.    On  referring  the  same  evening 

a  few  minutes ;  they  were  thinly  coated  to  Sir  6.  Brodie's  published ''  Lectures," 

with  the  triple  phosphate  of  lime.    An  I  felt  impressed  with  the  fidelity  of  his 

opiate  was  given,  and  the  bov,  without  description  of  the  untoward  symptoms 

any  apparent  exhaustion  of  his  vital  following  lithotomy.  I  caught  at  a  sug- 

system,  was  put  to  bed*    As  he  had  a  gestion  he   offers  in  a  similar  case, 

rather  deep  perineeum,  I  made  a  very  which  he  rescued  by  laying  open  the 

free  incision  through  the  intervening  rectum  with  the  wound,  so  as  to  give 

Sarts  leading  to  the  bladder,  which  in-  exit  to  a  quantity  of  sanies :  and  1  will 

uced  me  not   to  leave  a  canula  in  take  upon  me  here  to  remark,  that  the 

the  wound,  which  I  regretted  after-  work  alluded  to,  though  offered  to  the 

wards.     I  will  now  quote  from  my  profession  in  the  simplest  and  most  un- 

notes.  ostentatious  st^le,  is  replete  with  the 

FeJijEwrf.— Has  slept;  though  calm,  soundest  principles  of  practice,  and  is  a 

has  a  slight  pain  in  the  left  jnom ;  skin  most  excellent  guide.    But  to  return  to 

hot  and  perspirinff  i  pulse  96,  and  full,  my  narrative. 

ap^arenuy  the  ewct  of  opium  and  re-  1 1th,  7  A.M.^Found  matters  looking 
action ;  the  urine  has  flowed  from  the  still  worse  ;    the  boy  had  passed  a 
wound,  which  is  smeared  with  lime.  wretched  night,  rolling  from  side  to  side 
10th,  9  A.M.-~Has  passed  a  painful  in  great  pain ;  the  belly  hard  and  tym- 
and  restless  ni^ht ;  belly  slightly  tym-  panitic;    pulse  feeble  and   fluttering, 
panitic;  there  is  acute  pain  beginning  and  hardly  to  be  felt  or  counted,  witn 
above  the  left  groin,  ana  extending  up-  more  frequent  intermissions ;   counte- 
wards  to  the  scrobiculus  cordis  ;  skm  nance  of  dusky  leaden  hue :  occasional 
hot  and  dry;  pulse   135,  and  small;  sighs  and  hiccoughs;    tongue  quite 
tongue  dry,  and  brown  in  the  middle;  brown  and  dry.    fnow  determined  to 
countenance  anxious ;  the  upper  lip  re-  open  the  wound,  which  was  externally 
tracted,  wi^  an  expression  of  anguish,  united  :  this  was  done  with  the  handle 
Some  urine  has  passed  by  the  penis  as  of  a  scalpel,  and  having  pushed  up  my 
well  as  by  the  wound.  finger  to  explore  the  parts,  1  gave  exit 
To  apply  half  a  dcwcn  leechca  to  the  left  to  about  2  or  3  oz.  ol  a  pink'coloured 
faypodioiidriam,  followed  by  bran  bag  sanies,  having  a  foetid  and  ammoniacal 
tbmeiitatioiis ;  to  take  Ol.  Ricini  5iij.  odour.     1  was  glad  to  find  the  opening 
fai  miiit  water ;  to  have  a  small  warm-  in  the  bladder  small  and  neatly  con- 
water  enema,  tracted,  with  a  well-defined   margin, 

4  P.li.-.Ha8  passed  some  loose  stool  5"^  ^^^l^  admitting  the  tip  of  a 

and  flatus  wittf  slight  but  temporary  ^"gc''-     ^  >«>^*^  ^^P  ^^hf  entire  wound 

relief  t  symptoms  much  the  samfas  in  »°.  'Jj*^  P^""?J°'>f  n^    "^  v'^  ^a'T 

the  morning ;  pulse  140.  and  weaker ;  ^'^  «"^  ^^  ^*^f.  follow  of  his  bed  into 

^rnj^l^U^^^  Stt^rS^tl^^rt^r;^^^^ 

aw^aaoeiore.  spoonful  of  castor  oil. 

Tb  have  2  gre.  of  Dovcr'a  powder  statim,  ^  j  a.m.— Much   improved  in  every 

end  reputed  after  4  hours;   oontmac  ^^^^^.  countenance  calm  ;   had  slept 

fomentations.  ^  jg^j^^  ^^^  p^^^^^  ^.^jj  ^  ^^^  ^^^j  ^^ 

10  P.M. — No  relief,  except  by  oc-  flatus;  the  pulse  settled  to  100. 

casional  ^scharges  of  flatus ;  the  wound  9  p.m.— Has  slept  well ;  looks  happy ; 

18  closing,  and  but  little  urine    has  pulse  slower ;    tongue  is  moist ;   nas 

passed  that  way.  asked  for  tea,  and  bread  and  butter. 

To  contfaitie  the  fomentation,  with    an  From  this  time  the  boy  did  well,  and 

enema  now  and  then  to  facilitate  the  dis-  he   returned  to  his  home  quite   free 

charge  of  flataS.  fi^ni  ailment  in  abQwl\.Vvt^^N;^«^&&^\.^x, 
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Remarks. — The  urine  was  alkaline,  thelabouringpoor  (sloop-men)  is  wortlif 
with  considerable  deposit  of  lime  and  of  note.  In  operating,  I  am  carefVil  to 
mucus  ;  this  (which  ought  to  have  limit  the  opening  in  the  bladder  within 
been  done  before)  was  afterwards  cor-  the  boundary  of  the  prostate — m.  prin- 
rected  by  mineral  acids,  with  Decoct  ciple  first  publicly  enjoined  by  m  B. 
Pareiras  Brayce,  and  Quinine.  If^  in-  Brodie,  and  since  veiy  stroMly  eon- 
stead  of  giving  a  free  vent  to  the  sanies,  firmed  by  Messrs,  Listen,  ^imaoiB, 
I  had  treated  the  case  as  one  of  pure  &c.;  and  I  quite  ^pee  with  Mr.  F. 
peritonitis,  there  can  be  no^doubt  but  that  when  the  stone  is  preyiously  ascer- 
that  he  would  have  sunk  in  a  few  tained  to  be  a  small  one,  it  is  wone 
hours.  Yet  I  committed  an  error  in  than  needless  to  divide  more  of  the 
the  first  instance  by  operating  so  soon  deeper  parts  of  the  perinaenm,  pre- 
after  a  long  journey.  I  relied  too  con-  limmar^  to  the  section  of  the  proBtate, 
fidently  on  the  youthfulness  of  the  than  will  sufiice  for  the  easy  introdae- 
patient :  time  ought  to  have  been  tion  of  the  forceps.  I  use  the  knife 
allowed  for  the  bladder  and  constitu-  and  stafi'sold  by  Weiss,  as  Liaton'a  the 
tion  to  become  tranquil  before  he  in-  latter  having  a  better  defined  groove 
curred  the  additional  risk  of  a  formida-  than  others,  on  account  of  its  lower 
ble  operation.  Again,  his  bed  was  an  margin  projecting  beyond  the  upper 
inconvenient  one ;  it  allowed  his  pelvis  one,  and  thereby  rendering  the  groove 
to  sink  into  a  hollow,  which,  witn  my  more  distinguishable  when  inserted, 
neglecting  to  leave  a  canula  in  the  especially  in  the  penis  of  a  boy,  whose 
wound,  allowed  some  of  the  urine  to  parts  are  not  so  fully  developed  about 
lod^  between  the  rectum  and  bladder ;  the  neck  of  the  bladder  as  in  man.  The 
a  circumstance  that  has  proved,  pro-  sound  which  has  enabled  me  to  detect 
bably,  a  more  frequent  source  of  mis-  a  stone  with  the  g^reatest  facility  is  a 
chief  after  lithotomy  than  is  generally  straight  one,  having  at  its  extremity  a 
suspected.  As  an  additional  proof  of  short  turn,  not  exceeding  an  inch  in 
the  comparative  immunity  from  risk  length,  which  enables  it  to  be  freely 
enjoyed  by  young  subjects,  I  would  turned  in  every  direction. 

observe,  that  out  of  upwards  of  a  dozen 

operations,  and  all  successful  ones,  nine  ^^ 

of  them  have  been  under  the  age  of 

twelve,  and  only  one  turned  sixty  years,  IRRIGATION    AND    WA  TE  R- 

and,  what  is  perhaps  more  worthy  of  DRESSING  IN  THE  TREATMENT 

note,  eight  of  the  former  are  the  chil-  OF    STUMPS    AFTER 

dren  of  sloop-men  from  the  banks  of  AMPUTATION. 

the  Trent,  Ouse,  and  their  tributary  __ 

rivers  from  thirty  to  sixty  miles  inland.        ,«„  ,,    «,.- ^  ^^jx^  i#-^.--..f  r^^^^*s 
\x7'*v.4u      -.-*•         e  xf  \u  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medtcal  Gazette, 

With  the  exception  of  one.  Mulberry,  "^ 

all  the  calculi  mainly  consisted  of  the  °*^> 

mixed  phosphates  upon  uric  acid  nuclei.  I   havb  ventured  to  submit  to  your 

Three  of  the  boys  (children  of  difierent  notice  the  subjoined  cases  on  the  ^[ood 

parents)  came   from  a  small  village  effects  of  irrigation  and  water-dressmgs 

adjoining  Ferrybridge,  where  a  large  in  the  treatment  of  stumps  affcer  ampu- 

quantity  of  lime  is  burnt.  tation,  should  they  merit  that  impor- 

The  eastern  coast  of  Yorkshire,  thoueh  tance,  and,  in  doing  so,  venture  to  hope 

subject  to  the  same  severe  vicissitudes  the  subject  may  attract  the  attention  of 

of  climate  as  that  of  Norfolk,  and  quite  more  competent  persons,  whose  oppor- 

as  populous,  does  not  yield  many  cases  tunities  for  its  trial  may  better  ^pre- 

of  stone  in  the  bladder,  especially  when  ciate  its  efficacy  than  my  limited  prac- 

compared  with  the  latter  district ;  so  tice  can  afford. 

that  I  am  apt  to  think  it  stiU  remains  a       My  attention  was  first  directed  to 

problem  how  one  district  should  abound  this  course  of  treatment  after  seeing 

in  calculi  so  much  more  than  others  of  the  use  of  water-dressings  more  ser- 

a  similar  temperature.    I  have  never  viceable  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers  thwi 

been  able  to  fix  upon  any  one  circnm-  -  sticking-plaster,  as  prescribed  by  the 

stance  as  tending  more  than  another  to  late  Dr.  Macartney,  and  followed,  with 

originate  this  disorder;  and  on  this  increased  success,  in  the  practice  of  oar 

account  the  hct  of  so  Ibij^  a  proportion  intelUgent  and  practical  contemporary, 

of  my  cases  occurring  m  one  class  of  Professor  Liston ;  the  only  dinoenoe 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  STUMPS  AFTER  AMPUTATION.  803 

betwixt  their  practice  and  mine  being  with  water  of  60^  Fah.  until  the  bleed- 
in  the  use  of  irrigation  by  stream  upon  ing  from  the  small  vessels  had  entirely 
the  amputated  limb  at  the  first  succeed-  ceased.  I  then  drew  the  edges  of  the 
ing  dressing  subsequent  to  that  of  the  incision  together  by  a  strip  of  adhesive 
operation,  which,  m  my  opinion,  pos-  plaster,  one  inch  broad  and  ^six  long, 
Besses  advantages  in  contracting  the  using  two  such  strips  for  the  incision : 
capacity  of  the  vessels,  promoting  the  a  fold  of  lint  was  then  applied  around 
emision  of  coagulable  l^rmph,  and  re-  the  limb,  enclosing  the  end  within  its 
tarding  profuse  suppuration  to  a  greater  fold,  to  be  kept  constantly  wet  wiUi 
extent  toan  is  to  oe  derived  from  the  water  of  60^  Fah.  for  six  hours,  when 
use  of  water-dressings  alone.  How-  a  wet  circular  bandage  was  appliel, 
ever,  should  I  not  be  able  to  establish  and  kept  as  cool  as  agreeable  to  tlie 
this  to  your  satisfaction,  every  unpre-  feelings  of  the  patient.  On  the  fourth 
judioed  surgeon  must  acknowledge  the  day  the  dressings  were  removed,  and 
use  of  irrigation  ensures  cleanliness  of  the  limb,  held  by  an  assistant  with  a 
the  stump,  comfort  to  the  feelings,  and  gentle  declivity  over  a  receiving  mug, 
has  a  decided  preference  over  what  may  and  five  gallons  of  spring  water,  neatM 
be  justly  deemed  tlie  opprobrium  of  sur-  to  80^  Fah.,  was  poured  from  a  ju^  in 
gerv,  viz.f  loading  the  amputated  limb  a  stream  held  a  foot  above  the  limb, 
with  adhesive  stimulating  plasters,  allowing  the  stream  to  come  in  contact 
bandages,  &c.;  thus  exciting  undue  with  the  limb  four  inches  above  the 
temperature  of  the  stump,  profuse  dis-  incision,  and  suflered  to  run  over  the 
charges,  and  severe  fever.  wound. 

The  use  of  strips  of  adhesive  plaster  For  the  space  of  two  inches  the 

to  approximate  the  edges  of  the  in-  wound  is  healed  by  the  first  intention, 

cision  has  no  preference  to  isinglass  and  the  remaining  portion  is  healthy  : 

spread    upon  gold-beaters'  leaf;    the  the  temperature  of  tne  limb  is  natural : 

dfifficulty  of  obtaining  the  latter,  and  there  is  little  fever  or  irritation.    On 

its  expense,  alone  precludes  its  use  in  every  second  day  the  irrigation  and 

provincial  practice.  water-dressings  were  repeated,  and  in 

The  manner  in  which  irrigation  w^as  fourteen  days  from  the  accident  the 

used  was  by  a  stream  more  or  less  ele-  w^ound  was  healed. 

vated  above  the  limb,  or  locally  by  The  secretion  of  matter  was  small 

saturating  folds  of  lint  with  water,  and  throuc^hout,  and  destitute  of  foetor ;  the 

applying  them  over  the  incision,  and  granulations  were  clean  and  healthy, 

retaining   the  same  with  a  bandage  with  little  pain, 

kept  wet  with  water :   the  temperature  Case  II.-* A  collier,  with  scrofulous 

of  the  water  should  vary  from  60^  to  disease  of  the  knee  joint :  the  limb  was 

80^  Fah.,  according  to  the  eflfect  wished  ver^r  cedematous,  the  patient  of  very 

to  be  produced.    If  the  object  be  to  dissipated  habits,  but  free  from  visceral 

contract  the  capacity  of  the  vessels,  as  organic  disease :  amputation  was  per- 

after    amputation,    the    temperature  formed  with  the  circular  incision  at  the 

should  be  60^  Fah.;  if,  on  tne  con-  upper  third  of  the  thigh.  Thesamedress- 

trary,  the  desire  be  to  promote  ^ntle  in^  and  after  treatment  were  followed 

secretion   with    diminished    capillary  as  in  the  preceding  case,  and  the  stump 

action,  the  temperature  should  be  80^  was  healed  in  four  weeks.  A  practical 

Fah. — I  am,  sir,  surgeon  who  assisted  me  in  the  opera- 

Yonr  obedient  servant,  tion,  remarked  that  the  case  was  likely 

Jesse  Leach,  M.R.C.S.L.  to  have  a  protracted  healing,  with  a 

rdkm  <rf  tlie  Soytl  Medical  and  Chirurrical  prospect  of  sloughing ;  the  granulations 

„ ,  ,     ^f^  of  London,  &c.  &c.  ^^  g^^^  ^^^.^  shining  and  flaccid ;  the 

Heywood.  Lancashire,  Mayas,  1843.  ^^jj^j^  ^^^^^^  discharged  large  quan- 

Case   I.— A  young  man,  of  spare  tities  of  serum :  neverthelesp,  a  perse- 

babit  and  healthy  aspect,  was  caught  verance  in  the  water  dressings,  w^ith 

by  machinery,  and  had  his  wrist  torn  irrigation,    caused    firm    granulation, 

from  his  fi>rearm,  with  fracture  of  the  with  a  moderately  healthy  suppuration. 

humerus.      I    performed  the  circular  The  fever  and  debility  in  this  case  were 

operation  three  inches  below  the  elbow,  counteracted  by  bark,  ammonia,  and 

and  adjusted  the  fractured   humerus  wine.    Although  the  patient  recovered, 

in  the  usual  way.    The  vessels  beinz  and  enjoyed  good   health  for  twelve 

•ecuredi  the  limb  was  sponged  well  months  aXleT,  Bb  i^'a&\xxa<^NK^xi  ^^>  ^^c^ 
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t>ld  asflociates  and  intemperate  habits  fracturing  in  three  situations  the  meffl- 
brought  on  spontaneous  mortification  carpal  bones  of  the  index  and  second 
of  the  other  leg,  and  the  man  sank  fingers,  and  severely  crushing  the  fin- 
under  an  accumulation  of  disease,  until  gers  throughout  their  course.  I  di»- 
4eath  put  an  end  to  his  sufferings.  sected  off  the  index  and  second  fingers. 

Case  III. — A  young  man  was  caught  with  their  metacarpal  bones,  secured 

'by  machinery,  and  had  his  arm  torn  off  the    bleeding  vessels,  placed  the  le- 

RDOYe  the  elbow-joint :  amputation  was  maining  portion  of  the  hand  upon  a 

performed  with   the  circular  incision,  flat  bo^d,  and  dressed  with  water,  after 

four  inches  below  the  shoulder  joint ;  binding  the  thumb  and  two  finsers  to- 

the  stump  was  dressed  in  the  same  gether  with   two   strips    of   aShesiye 

manner  as   Case  I.,  and  the   wound  plaster. 

was  healed  in  three  weeks  with  little  The  hand  was  very  easy  for  the  first 

pain,  moderate   suppuration,  healthy  two  days,  when  he  complained  of  pain 

granulations,  and  a  firm  stump,  althou^n  and  irritation.  On  removing  the  dresa- 

uie  family  are  of  the  scrofulous  dia-  ings   on    the  fourth  day,  three   live 

thesis.  maggots  were  crawling  in  the  meta- 

Case  IY. — A  boy,  14  years  old,  was  carpal  spaces  in  a  mass  of  pus  and 

caught  by  machinery,  and  had  his  foot  coaffulame  blood,  and  on  attempting  to 

snapped  off  three  inches  above  the  displace  them  they  receded  out  of  sight 

anlue-joint ;  amputation  wasperformed  I  used  the  irrigation,  but  could  not 

four  inches  below  the  knee.  The  wound  obtain  a  clean  wound,  the  ed^es  of  die 

was  healed  in  three  weeks.    The  same  incision  being  of  a  dusk^  purple  colour. 

dressings  and  treatment  were  used  as  in  I  dressed  the  wound  witn  pledgets  of 

the  former  case.  lint  saturated  with  liquid  chloride  of 

Case  V. — A  man,  50  years  old,  of  lime,  with  a  view  of  stimulating  dor- 
intemperate  habits,  and  subject  to  mant  vascular  action,  and  destroying 
epilepsy,  with  a  bloated,  doughy,  and  the  live  maggots  which  were  still  im- 
nnhealthy  aspect,  had  his  right  hand  bedded  in  the  wound.  In  two  days 
torn  by  machinery.  The  tendons,  the  dressings  were  removed;  the  wound 
muscles,  and  bones,  of  the  two  first  was  looking  healthy,  no  maggots  visible, 
fingers  and  their  metacarpal  bones,  were  and  the  mass  of  matter  in  the  spaces 
torn  so  as  to  coil  like  a  cord  in  any  becoming  separable.  I  continued  my 
direction ;  the  bones  of  the  thumb,  chloride  of  lime  dressings  once  more, 
ring  and  little  fingers,  were  more  or  which  were  succeeded,  the  next  day 
less  injured.  On  a  consultation  with  'with  water  dressings  ;  and  had  tfate 
two  other  surgeons,  Messrs.  Pick-  satisfaction  to  see  the  wound  healed  in 
ford  and  Taylor,  it  was  agreed  that  I  four  weeks  from  the  accident, 
should  dissect  off  the  two  first  fingers  Such,  sir,  are  the  results  of  six  cases 
with  their  metacarpal  bones,  thus  of  amputated  stumps,  treated  with  irri- 
leaving  a  thumb,  ring  and  little  fingers,  gation  by  stream  and  water  dressings, 
which  were  placed  upon  a  flat  lK)ard  From  their  description,  it  will  he 
and  dressed  in  the  usual  way :  irriga-  manifest  some  were  very  unfiavouTHble 
tion  and  water  dressings  were  employed  cases  to  make  trial  of  its  use  and  efiS- 
as  in  the  preceding  cases,  and  the  wound  cacy;  yet  there  was  neither  a  slough, 
was  healed  in  five  weeks  from  the  re-  tetanus,  nor  death,  in  any  of  the  cases, 
ceipt  of  the  injury.  A  little  stiffness  Five  out  of  six  had  little  fever  or  con- 
remained  for  some  time  in  the  re-  stitutional  derangement ;  and  I  am 
maining  fingers;  but  on  the  whole  the  convinced  a  more  speedy  cure  was 
man  has  a  useful  hand.  accomplished  in  all  than  would  have 

The  intemperate  habits,  unheal  thi-  occurred  under  any  other  treatment, 

ness  of  the  constitution,  and  extent  of  In  conclusion,  it  will  be  highly  grati- 

laceration,  in  this  case,  constituted  im-  fying  for  me  to  hear  that  this  treat- 

g^rtant  chances  for  sloughing  and  un-  ment,  when  adopted,  is  as  successfol 

vourable  termination.  in  the  practice  of  other  gentlemen  of 

Case  VI. — A  young  man,  of  healthy  the  proression  as  it  has  been  in  mine, 

aspect,  had  his  right  arm  caught  in  and  if,  on  trial,  it  be  found  so,  it  will 

machinery,  which  laid  bare  the  ex-  confer  comparative  ease  and  comfort 

tensor  tendons  of  the  fingers  by  strip-  under  afiSiction  cai  sed  by  loss  of  limb. 

^ing  the  integuments  and  fascia  off  the  

of  the  hand  as  high  as  the  wrist, 
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80MB  OBSBRVATIONS 

ONTHB 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  VIBRIO 

HUMANA. 

(Drithima  Spirmlii.) 

By  Dr.  Knox. 

(F9r  tk€  LomdBH  MmUeol  Cfaietie.J 

In  the  spring  of  iS96  a  case  occurred 
in  the  Practi^  Rooms,  Old  Surgeons' 
Hall,  of  the  occurrence  of  this  very 
curious  entozoon  infesting  the  human 
muscltn.  Numerous  specimens  of  the 
worm  and  its  sac  were  examined  with 
great  care  by  my  brother  and  b}r  myself 
and  the  attention  of  the  profession  here 
was  very  generally  directed  to  the  case. 
The  memoir  was  published  in  the  July 
number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Sumcal  Journal  of  the  same  year,  viz. 
1836.  Since  then,  one  etue  auly  has 
occurred  in  my  Practical  Rooms,  viz.  in 
October  1839,  in  almost  every  respcet 
so  much  resembling  the  first,  that  it 
would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  give  any 
details  respecting  it  Now  in  the 
interval  more  than  a  hundred  per- 
sons had  been  examined  anatomically, 
and  with  such  care  as  to  render  it 
nearly  impossible  that  the  presence 
of  the  worm  could  have  escan^  obser- 
vation had  it  really  occurred.  Again, 
the  comparative  rarity  of  its  occur- 
rence in  Scotland  with  what  has  been 
stated  to  be  the  case  in  England  or  in 
Ireland,  induced  me  to  address  a  note 
to  my  anatomical  colleagues  here,  and 
from  them  I  have  very  politely  received 
the  following  answers  to  my  queries. 

Dbab  Sir, — I  have  not  met  with  an 
instanee  of  the  very  curious  entozoon 
(the  vibrio  humana,  or  trichina  spi- 
ralis of  Fanre)  discovered  by  Messrs. 
Hilton  and  Paget,  of  London,  although 
I  have  turned  my  attention  to  it.  The 
nnmber  of  bodies  which  have  been 
diasected  in  my  Rooms,  and  under  my 
superintendence,  amounts  to  one  hun- 
dred and  forty -three. — I  am,  dear  sir, 
Yours  faithfully, 

P.  D.  Handysidbs. 

Mt  Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  your 
inquiry,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  have  seen 
bat  one  subject  in  the  muscles  of  which 
the  trichina  spiralis  was  developed. 
The  subject  was  a  female,  about  50 


years  of  age,  and  of  rather  spare  habit  • 
the  muscles  were  pale  and  soft.  The 
trichincB  were  very  numerous,  at  once 
detected  iidth  the  naked  eye,  and  con- 
tained, as  usual,  in  a  minute  white 
cyst.  I  regret  now  that  I  did  not  take 
notes  of  all  the  muscles  in  which  they 
were  contained.  I  have  superintended 
the  dissection  of  between  two  and  three 
hundred  subjects,  and  this  is  the  only 
case  in  which  they  were  found. 
I  remain,  my  dear  sir. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Alexander  S.  Lizars. 

I,  Snrgeonn'  Sqoftre,  Edinbargb, 
Feb.  IS,  ISIO. 

In  addition  to  these  notes  from  Drs. 
Handy  sides  and  Lizars,  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
who  superintends  Dr.  Monro's  Practical 
Rooms,  has  had  the  kindness  to  make 
me  a  lengthened  verbal  communication 
on  the  subject.  He  assures  me  that 
since .  the  publication  of  mv  memoir 
the  matter  nad  received  from  him  everv 
attention,  and  he  feels  assured,  that  if 
any  case  had  occurred  in  his  Practical 
Rooms  it  could  hardly  have  escaped  ob- 
servation ;  yet  no  case  up  to  this  date 
(February  1840),  had  ever  occurred  to 
him.  Mackenzie  comes  therefore  to  the 
same  conclusion  as  I  and  my  other 
anatomical  friends  in  town  here  hayie 
arrived  at,  viz.  that  the  occurrence  of 
the  vibrio  humana  is  very  rare  in  Scot- 
land, since  of  about  500  persons  ex- 
amined anatomically  there  had  oc- 
curred but  three  caxes.  This  of  course 
refers  more  eHpecinlly  to  the  poorest 
class  of  society.  What  the  average 
mav  be  in  the'  wealthier  classes  may, 
perhaps,  be  never  ascertained. 


REMOVAL  OF  DROPSICAL  OVARIA. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

Having  been  so  intimately  connected 
with  Mr.  Walne's  second  case  of 
ovarian  operation  performed  on  the 
30lh  of  May,  1843,  it  was  with  deep 
interest  that  I  perused  the  details  of 
Dr.  Bird's  case  of  the  26th  of  June, 
recorded  in  a  recent  number  of  your 
journal — a  case  so  highly  creditable  to 
his  management  and  tact. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into 
the  comparative  merits  of  the  major 
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and  minor  operaiionSy  and  it  is  probable  of  the  symptoms  prerions  tohisfint 
tiliat  I  should  not  have  addressed  you  Tisit) ;  but  as  he  comes  forward  as  the 
on  the  subject  at  all,  but  for  a  remark  advocate  of  truth  and  justice,  I  will, 
in  Dr.  B.'s  case  as  to  his  having  *'  pro-  with  your  permission,  and  with  a  view 
fited  so  little  by  Dr.  Clay  and  Afr.  to  elicit  truth  and  to  do  justice,  place 
Walne's  recorded  cases/^  Now,  sir,  in  the  case  in  a  di£Eerent  (and,  as  it  ap- 
my  perusal  of  Dr.  Bird's  case,  what  pears  to  me,  more  natural)  point  of 
struck  me  most  forcibly  was  the  care  view  to  that  taken  by  Mr.  liambert. 
with  wluch  he  had  pursued  Mr.  Walne's  The  age  of  the  deceraed  la  not  men- 
plan  of  treatment  both  before  and  after  tioned;  but  when  a  man  at  any  age 
the  operation  (upon  which,  in  my  has  emphysema  of  the  lungs,  mlata* 
opinion,  so  much  otits  success  depends),  tion  of  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart, 
and  I  could  not  but  feel  how  wisely  he  chronic  disease  ofthe  liver,  and  Bright's 
had  acted  in  availing  himself  to  the  disease  of  the  kidneys  in  an  advanced 
utmost  of  Mr.  W.'s  experience.  Know-  stage,  his  constitution  must  have  been 
ing,  moreover,  that  the  minute  details  a  tolerably  good  one,  if  it  has  not 
of  this  (then  unrecorded)  operation,  given  strong  indications  of  what  is 
and  its  before  and  after  management,  commonly  termed  "  breaking  up."  It 
were  communicated  to  Dr.  B.  almost  would  haodl^  surprise  a  medical  man, 
day  by  day  during  its  progress,  I  regret  who  had  amved  at  a  correct  diagnosis 
exceedingly  that  he  should  have  in-  in  such  a  case,  to  find,  in  the  latter 
serted  such  a  paragraph  in  the  report  stages  of  the  combined  diseases,  efiu- 
of  his  case.  sion  taking  place  into  the  cavities  of 

It  will,  in  my  opinion,  not  lessen,  the  pleura  and  peritoneum;    and  i( 

but  increase,  the  &ir  fame  of  every  nigea  by  a  desire  to  relieve  his  patient 

professional  man  to  avail  himself  to  from  some  of  his  more  urgent  symp- 

the  utmost  of  the  experience  of  those  toms,  he  had  recourse  to  the  operation 

who  have  gone  before  him ;  na^,  it  is  a  of  tapping,  it  would  scarcely  be  vnth  a 

solemn  responsibihtywhich  he  IS  under  very  sanguine  hope  that    peritonitis 

to  do  so ;  but  when  communicating  the  would  fail  to  swell  the  list  of  the  allies 

results  of  successful  experience  let  us  of  death.    So  far  as  we  can  jndge  ftvm 

do  it  in  the  spirit  of  the  injunction  of  Mr.  Lambert's  account,  this  appears  to 

*'  in  honour  preferring  one  another.''  have  been  the  progress  of  the  case ;  bat 

I  am,  sir,  we  are  not  informed  whether  the  tap- 

Your  obedient  servant,  ping  was  done  previous  to  his  first 

John  M.  Camplin.  visit,  or  subsequently ;  we  are  there- 

II,  Fintbniy  Square,  Aug.  99, 184S.  fore  left  in  uncertainty  as  to  the  opera- 
tion  being  the  cause  of  the  peritonitis, 

.^,«  «  .*»«.   «T«    r,   ^T,^T«».T^T^.r«  the  symptoms  of  which  existed  on  the 

THE  LATE   SIR   C.  NIGHTINGALE.  4^^^  "^    ^ 

Mr.  Lambert,  considering  the  com- 

2b  Me  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  bination  of  the  diseases  I  have  enume- 
rated msumcient  to  cause  death,  seems 

S***  to  have  cast  about  for  some  agent,  the 

On  reading  Mr.  Lambert's  account  of  operation  of  which  should  satisfiEu:torily 

the  illness  of  Sir  Charles  Nightingale,  account  for  the  symptoms  observed; 

and  the  post-mortem  examination  of  and  in  **  some  irritant  poison"  he  finds 

the  body,  I  was  so  surprised  at  the  the  solution  to  the  difficulty.      It  b 

conclusion  at  which  that  gentleman  true,  that  in  opposition  to  this  idea 

seemed  to  have  arrived,  that  1  felt  con-  stands  the  fact,  that  not  only  were 

vinced  there  must   be  some  circum-  there  no  symptoms  during  life  indi- 

stances  omitted  in  the  published  ac-  eating  the  action  of  poison,  but  that 

count,  which  had  materiGuly  influenced  *<  there  was  not  the  slightest  appear- 

his  judgment ;  his  second  communica-  ance  in  the  mucous  membrane  (01  the 

tion,  however,  in  no  wa^  removes  the  stomach)  of  inflammation  or  ulceration ; 

difficulty  I  felt  in  reconciling  the  infe-  it  was  more  than  usually  pale."     But 

rence  drawn,  with  the  symptoms  firom  Mr.  Lambert  gete  over  thu  difficult 

which  it  was  deduced.    Mr.  Lambert's  very  easily :  he  says, "  but  what  would 

account  of  the  case  is  very  incomplete  have   been   the   appearances  in    the 

(for  instance,  there  is  no  history  given  stomach  if  the  vesseu  had  not  emptied 
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.themselTCS  by  Kcretion  daring  the  last        RyrTPriTn  at    n  \  nT^n^rri? 
•tagesoflifer!    Panting  isone  of  the        MHjUII^ALi  tiAZiilil  IJli. 

symptoms  on  which  much  stress  is  Friday,  September  1,  1843. 

laid  by  Mr.  Lambert.    One    cannot  ^>     /-  ' 

help   suspecting    that   the  mode   of  

breathing  obsenred    is    inaccurately      -'Licet  omnibos,  licet  etiftmmihi,  dignitatem 

described  by  the  term  "  panting/'  for,  Artit  Mediat  tueri;  potctUt  modo  veniendi  in 

with  emphysema  of  one   part  of  the  P^WIcum  sit,  dicendl  pcriculum  uon  recuw." 

lungs,  congestion  of  another  part,  and  Cicbio. 

effusion  oi  fluid  into  both  pleural  cavi- 
ties, it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  the  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  SHEFFIELD, 
deepthurriedrespirationy  properly  called  ,,        ,      .         ,  -  .  , 
panting,  could  be  performed.     That  ^^^^  '^^  ^^"  ^°^®  ®^  ^^*®  y^^  ^ 
the  breathing  should   be   disordered,  describe  to  Englishmen  the  stale  of 
even  had  the  lungs  been  healthy,  would  England ;  to  show  one  half  of  society 

ther  symptom  of  pentonitis,  the  con-  ^»^^*^^  ^^^  *^^  ^^  ^^^  legislator  and 

tinual  drawing  up  of  the  le^,  is  ascribed  the  philanthropist,    by  pointing    out 

to   "  spasmodic  action  of  the  flexor  what  evils  are  the  most  pressing,  and 

muscles/'  depending  on  spinal  irrite-  the  most  capable  of  being  aUeviated. 

Uon.   The  mucous  secretion,  the  vomit-  «        ,       jv    i      r^i.-  i-   i 

ing,  panting,icy  coldness  of  the  hands,  ^^P^^  and  books  of  this  kind  continue 

are  ascribed  to  irritation  communicated  to  appear  in  swarms.      But  as  they 

to  the  solar  plexus  of  nerves  and  spinal  commonly  assume  the  shape  of  statis- 

manow;  and  the  cause  of  this  irrita-  tical  works,  a  middleman,  (orcommen- 

^T'tapSS^to  mete  Mr.  Lambert,  ^'^^  »  '^l"^''  ^^'^^^^  '^  -">« 

in  his  earnestness  to  advance  the  cause  desirous  of  being  read,  and  the  reader 

of  truth  and  justice,  has  necessarily,  affrighted  by  long  rows  of  figures ;  and 

either  by  poblishing  unfounded  sus-  we  have,  therefore,  often  thought  it  our 

rr'SlsK'  iTedi^rS!  *'"'y  *»  «*-  '"^^  p''»^  »f  *  fo""  - »- 

seriously  compromised  the  character  of  ^^<^^^»  and  lend   the  wings  of  the 

innocent  persons ;  or  he  has  subjected  Medical  Gazette  to  facts  which  would 

himself  to  the  imputation  of  doing  so  otherwise  have  slumbered  for  ever  on 

by   omhting   to   state    some   of  the  t^g  ghdves  consecrated  to  Pariiamen- 

groonds  on  which  he  comes  to  the  con-  .       ,..      .  a         i         ^i.    tr-^  i 

elusion  he  has  drawn.    If  poison  was  ^^  hterature.    A  work  on  the  Vital 

the  cause  of  death  the  symptoms  must  Statistics  of  Shefiield,  lately  published 

hare  corresponded  with  those  usually  by  Dr.  Holland,  of  that  town,  belongs 
-podooedbysomeknown  poison, which,       ^1     though  not  altogether,  to  this 

in  my  opuuoQ,  they  do  not;  and  the  *^     .        j,^  .„  ,  w  j     *u     i 

circuB^^ces  inder  which  the  illness  «P^"^s-    ^^  ^'^^  ^^  consulted  rather  by 

commenced  would  have  been  such  as  members  of  parliament,  and  political 

'to  indicate  the  mode  of  its  administra-  economists,  than  by  our  professional 

-ti^    We  do  not  learn  from  Mr.  Lam-  brethren;  and  we  shall  therefore  be 

bcrt  that  such  was  the  case.    Dishkmg  ^  .  •      «    ^u    i  *^      -r 

as  much  as  Mr.  Lambert  controversial  ^«/"g  ^^"^^  ^^^^^Z  ^^  ^^^  ^^^J^^'  '^  ^^ 

discussion,  I  think  it  hardly  consistent  ehmmate  a  few  facts  from  the  statis- 

with  justice  to  insinuate  criminality  tical  volume  of  Dr.  Holland. 
and  denrecate  inquiry.— I  am,  sir.  The  geological  position  of  Sheffield 

Your  obedient  servant,  j^  ^^^^  foundation  of  its  prosperity.  Iron 

ore,  and  excellent  coal,  are  plentiful ; 

BeO^fdfAug,  m,  1S4S.  carboniferous  limestone  (used  as  a  flux 

in  smelting)  is  within  the  distance  of  a 

few  miles  ;    magnesian  limestone  for 
building  costs  only  a  few  shillings  a 
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ton ;  while  quarries  of  freestone  exist  positore  ineieased  from  5046  to  -SOS?* 

in  every  direction  round  the  town.  and   the   sum   total   depooted    from 

With  these  advantages,  Sheffield  has  £152,560  to  £162,170. 

long  been  the  head-quarters  for  the  ma*  In  spite  of  this,  however,  distre—  has 

nufacture  of  hardware ;  in  addition  to  been  constantly  on  the  increase.    How 

which  it  is  also  a  great,  or  perhaps  the  can  this  be  P    The  answer  is  a  snmple 

chief  source  of  plate  and  plated  goods,  one.       A    part    of    the    depositan 

The  hardware  is  exported  to  the  whole  consist  of  persons  not  dependent  on 

world;  the  plated  goods  are  chiefly  for  trade,  and  a  part  of  x^eisoiia  bot  Uttk 

home  consumption.  affected    by   its   fluctuations.      T^iis 

The  working  men  of  Sheffield  are  amcng  the  depositors  we  find  221 
higher  in  morals,  intelligence,  and  phy-  cutlers.  It  is  not  difllcult  to  imagine 
sical  condition,  than  in  towns,  such  as  that  of  the  5000  cutlers  of  Sheffield, 
Leeds  and  Manchester,  where  ma-  221  may  get  constant  employment  in 
chinery  is  extensively  used,  and  where  the  worst  times,  while  a  great  part  of 
the  steam-engine  has  too  often  brought  the  remainder,  men  of  average  akilland 
down  its  human  fellow-labourer  to  the  conduct,  may  sufkr  the  pangs  of  ex- 
starving  point.     Yet  distress,  severe  treme  want. 

distress,  has  now  been  the  lot  of  the  The  four  hundred  and  titty  or  five 
population  of  Sheffield  for  several  years,  hundred  workmen  employed  in  the 
The  proofis  of  this  are  but  too  manifest  silver  plated  manufacture,  furnish  89 
Nevertheless,  so  delusive  are  figures,  depositors ;  yet  even  this  prosperous 
unless  we  know  all  the  elements  on  division  of  Sheffield  workmen  has,  no 
which  they  depend,  that  in  one  in-  doubt,  its  share  of  hunger  and  naked- 
stance  an  important  fact  which  seems  ness ;  so  that  while  the  poorest  classes 
to  prove  the  increase  of  distress  among  of  workmen  furnish  some  depooton, 
the  poor,  is  annulled  by  comparing  it  the  richest  must  send  out  many 
with  another  fact.  The  number  of  un-  claimants  of  charity.  The  greatest 
inhabited  houses  at  Sheffield  in  1831  proportion  of  depositors,  says  Dr.  H<d- 
was  914;  in  1841  it  was  3,260.  The  land,  «is  found  amongst  the  best  paid 
second  or  corrective  fact,  however,  is,  artisans,  as  forgemen,  edge  tool  maken^ 
that  while  the  population  of  Sheffield  steel  melters,  scythe  and  saw  makers.** 
and  the  neighbouring  townships  bad  This  is  natural  enough ;  yet  Dr.  Hol- 
only  increased  from  91/692,  in  1831,  to  land  thinks,  in  the  same  chapter,  that 
112,492  in  1841,  the  number  of  in-  it  is  questionable  whether  prosperity  be 
habited  houses  had  increased  from  as  conducive  to  the  augmentation  of 
18,331  to  22,753 ;  so  that  the  population  the  deposits,  as  adversity !  He  means,  we 
bad  rather  more  room  to  live  in  than  believe,  that  times  of  general  distressing 
before.  In  a  word,  the  prodigious  crease  the  predisposition  to  save  among 
number  of  uninhabited  houses  arose  those  who  are  unscathed  by  the  cala« 
not  from  a  greater  crowding  of  the  mities  around  them, 
poorer  classes,  but  from  the  mania  of  So  that,  on  the  whole,  while  a  host 
speculators  in  building  of  contributors   to  a  given  savings^ 

On  the  other  hand,  an  equally  false  bank  show  that«  the  distress  in  that 

conclusion  might  be  drawn,  and  often  town  is  far  from  universal,  they  are  £ur 

has  been  drawn,  from  the  prosperity  of  trom  proving  the  absence  of  a  laige 

Savings'  Banks.    At  Sheffield,  for  in-  mass  of  misery, 

stance,  in  the  years  from  1838  to  1842  In  his  comparison  between  past  and 

(both  inclusive),  the  number  of  de-  present  periods  of  manufacturing  dis* 
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tress,  Dr.  Hdland  triamphs  in  the  eco-  the  twenty-five  remaining  in  the  town, 

nomy  with  which  relief  is  now  doled  ten  have  been  in  practice  only  about 

oat  to  the  distressed  poor.    We  cannot  five  years.'' 

share  in  his  exultation,  especially  when  Many  points  concerning  the  good 

we  read  what  he  says  in  another  place,  town  of  Sheffield  we  must  pass  over 

that  "  the  deaths  of  hundreds  in  this  with  the  briefest  notice.    The  public 

town  are  to  be  traced  to  a  deficiency  of  roads  in  the  township  are  good  |  the 

the  necessaries  of  life.    They  may  die  sewers  very  tolerable.    The  new  houses 

of  disease,  bat  this  is  induced  by  poor  or  cottages  are  built  with  the  slightest 

living,  conjoined  with  laborious  exer-  possible  outlay  of  materials.    Dr.  Hoi- 

tion.    We  speak  from  a  personal  and  land's  account  reminds  one  of  the  old 

extensive  knowledge  of  the  condition  pleasantry  about  houses  in  the  out- 

of  the  working  classes."  skirts  of  London,  where  dancing  is 

According  to  the  scale  of  relief  to  forbidden  in  the  leases,  lest  it  should 

the  casual  poor,  a  single  man  receives  bring  the  walls  down.     **  In  ordinary 

for  six  days^  work,  eighteen  pence  in  buildings,  the  bond  timber  which  is 

money,  ¥rith  nine  poonds  of  bread  and  inserted  into  the  waUs  is   generally 

three  pints  of  soap.  three  inches  thick ;  but  in  these  mo- 

Supposing  the  loap  to  be  a  potage  ^  dem  structures  it  is  usually  an  inch, 
la  poor-imw,  or  D^eacL  Avtna  dil.,  we  and  occasionally  not  more  than  three- 
may  set  down  its  value  at  a  penny  a  quarters  of  an  inch." 
pint  I  and  if  the  bread  is  worth  two-  The  deaths  from  typhus  fever  at 
pence  a  pound,  the  wages  of  the  man's  Sheffield  are  few  to  an  inexplicable 
labour  will  be  3s.  3d.  a  week— a  re-  degree.  Out  of  100,000  deaths  in  Leeds, 
ward  which  certainly  does  not  err  on  4,688  are  from  this  disease ;  5,338  in 
the  side  of  extravagance.  Birmingham;   7|855  in  London;  and 

As  an  additional  illustration  of  the  6,390  in  England  and  Wales ;  but  only 

doetrine  that  while  tiie  poor  are  sink-  1,551  m  Sheffield.    Whether  this  is  an 

ing  into  misery,  the  upper  and  middle  accident  arising  firom  the  mean  of  only 

classes  may  be  rising  into  luxury,  we  three  years  having  been  taken,  or  whe- 

may  qoole  the  instance  of  Sheffield,  ther  there  is  something  febrif  age  in  the 

*'  The  immediate  neighbourhood  gives  air  of  Sheffield,  remains  for  time  to 

evidence  of  new  life,  activity,  and  hap-  show. 

piness ;  and  the  changes  in  the  picture  Among  the  causes  which  tend  to 

have  been  effected  chiefiy  within  the  lower  the  tone  of  morals  in  a  manu- 

last  ten  yean.     All  classes,  save  the  facturing  population,  Dr.  Holland  enu- 

artisan  uid  the  needy  shopkeeper,  are  merates— 1.  The  crowding  together  of 

attracted  by  country  comfort  and  re-  the  working  classes  into  filthy  lanes 

tixement    The  attorney,  the  manufac-  and   alleys.      2.    The  fluctuation  of 

tnrer,  the  grocer,  the  draper,  the  shoe-  manufactures :  prosperity  produces  dis- 

makeTi  and  the  tailor,  fix  their  com-  sipation,  and  penury  breaks  down  the 

manding  icaidences  on  some  beautiful  self-respect   of   the  starving  artisan. 

nte,  and  adorn  them  with  the  culti-  3.  The  early  employment  of  children, 

yatad  taste  of  the  artist"    The  Shef-  4.  The  employment  ofwomen  and  girls. 

field  attomies,  in  particular,  flourish  No  school  can  be  worse  for  a  future 

exceedingly.    Out  of  sixty-six,  *'  forty-  wife  than  the  workshop. 

one  live  in  the  country,  and  generally  Dr.  Holland  truly  says,  that  "  the 

in  the  most  costly  mansions;  and  of  progress  of  civilization  must  not  be 
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measured  by  the  creation  of  wealth,  nor  practuing  phannaey*     The  CauncS  to 

does  the  latter  afford  a  just  indication  be  periodically  eketed  by  the  F^Wvil 

of  the  amount  of  happiness  pervading  The  Court  of  Ezaimiiers  to  be  ap- 

society.  •  •  •  The  imposing  expres-  pointed  by  the  ConnciU  bal  nol  nee^ 

sion  of  independence  and  aflluence  in  sarily  to  be  membeca  of  that  body, 
the  few  must  not  mislead  us  in  our 
estimate  of  the  condition  of  the  many. 

To  appreciate  this,  we  must  take  into  **^  ^^^^^PSITJ^^^"^ 

consideration  the  urgent  difficulties  ex-  Sir^^I  am  diieefeed  by  tht  Fwriiwl  if 

perienccd  by  the  masses  to  procure  this  Coll^  to  traiwiilt  to  yoaOieiBcloMi 

Zx.                                   •         tf  IT       «u^  copy  of  their  Amended  RcgnlirtHMM  rewwct- 

the  common  necessaries  of  hfe;   the  in^l^hc  pfx)fe»«onal  edocSm  of  cmSSS 

melancholy  failure  of  the  attempt,  as  fbr  their  diploma ;  andt  «t  the  aHiia  fSmb, 

shown  by  the  appalling  fact,  that  in  to  express  the  opfelon  of  th«  Covaca  thrt  it 

»auyn.anufacturingdi.tnctsfro^one-  SeTdLL^rif ^ *^^,:^"S;?^ 

seventh  to  one-tenth  of  the  population  cation  at  Christmas,  or  at  any  otiMr  p«M 

is  altogether  dependent  on  parochial  of  the  winter,  sqmI  to  stat«  that  they  strafiy 

_i|^£}»  recommend  that  the  vacation  hitfaetto  sU 

-r>.  '  -r-.  11      1      »     .         j>    .       .1  lowed  shoald  be  discontinued. — I  am,  rfr. 

Dr.  Holland,  who  is  unfortunately  a  Your  most  obedient  strvant, 

Malthusian,  approves  of  the  New  Poor  Eom.  BsLFOum,  8ae. 

Law,  which,  he  says,  was  passed  to  „oulations  of  thk  council 

prevent  the  upper  and  middle  classes  jutpeeHngtheprrftnitmai^dme^awm^tm^ 

being  swallowed  up  in  the  growing  didate9forthediplmiM^AMifU9ilb^\%^ 

degradation    and    necessities    of   the  I.  Candidates  will  be  required,  in  additmi 

masses.    He  observes  that  we  have  en-  to  a  Certificate  of  being  not  leas  than  tiwaty. 

,         ,             .               J       J   Ai-          •  one  years  of  age,  to  bring  proof 

largedourpn8ons,andmadethepayuig  i/of  having  been  en^  In  the  acq*.. 

of  debts  very  easy,  **•  yet  when  it  is  pro-  ment  of  professional  knowledge  Ibr  not  te 

posed  to  educate  the  poor,  we  are  at  *h*^  ^^^  7®**" »  during  whidi  period  th^ 

on«  in  «m.,  .(hud  that  they  wUl  be  nX'^'t/e':^Sel'SS72r  « 

ei^ightened  and  made  good  according  the  practice  of  physic,  and  three  yews  so 

to  an  established  system,  when  the  the  practice  of  surgery,  at  a  reconised 

g«attr«tt«ofthissy»tema«.thecom.  atSriLT^^t^']^^; 

mon  truths  on  which  all  behevers  rest."  Tacation  in  each  year. 

We  must  postpone  to  another  occa-  2.  Of  having  studied  anatomy  and  pby- 

aion  the  account  of  the  principal  trades  f^^^^'    ^J   attendance  on^  lectures  aod 

•  J                fit.  A*  i/      'xu  au  demonstrations  and  by  dissections,  dvnqg 

earned  on  at  Sheffield,  with  the  re-  ||„^  winter  sessions,  of  not  leas  than  ib 

sources  and  relative  position  of  the  months  each. 

workmen.                      *  ^*  ^^   having    attended    at    least    two 

__  courses  of  lectures  on  the  principles  and 

practice  of  surgery,  delivered  in  two  difrttect 

COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS  —  NEW  periods  or  seasons,  and  one  course,  on  eadi 

CHARTER.  of  the  following  subjects,  viz.  the  practice 

,,.           i      ^     J.   ^i-  ^   ^1.     />!  11            e  of  physic — chemistjy — materia  medica — and 

We  understand  that  the  Cc^lege  of  ^{^^^^^  ^th  prartical  histmctioii. 

Surgeons  have  not  actually  obtained  a  IL  Members  and  licentiates  in  sufery 

new  charter,  but  have  every  prospect  of  any  legally  constituted  CoUege  of  Surgeons 

of   speedily    doing     so.       The    chief  i"  the  United  Kingdom,  and  graduates  fa, 

changes  contemplated  are :— The  esta-  •  By  a  Retoiottoa  of  the  Cmucn  on  the  7th  of 

blishment  of  »  body  of  « Fellows."  &t?';JS!?ii2;.??'rh^?ii?^''lia^"ii"- 

amounting  to  900,  to  be  composed  of  tains  fewer  than  lOO  patients,  and  no  metropoli- 
.            -            _^.        ^j.              ^tan  hospital  which    coutaius  fewer  than  150 

members  of  a  ccrtam  standing,  not  patiente. 
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to  obtafai  degmt,  will  b«  admittad  fbr  ez*  nvvnoTQ 

■minatioD    oa    prodaciiig    their    diploma,  tUSruKlT). 

lioenae,  or  degree,  togeOer  with  proofi  of  By  Alfred  J.  Tapsow. 

qairement  of  professional  knowledge.  [Continued  from  p.  751.] 

III.  Gradittfces  in  medicine  of  any  legally  

constituted  College  or  UnlTersity  reqoiring  Cask  XVl.^Aeitt§  bnmekiHg,  toith  veri- 

residence  to  obtain  dqprees,  will  be  admitted  oular  emphjfdema  and  eretaceBUf  eonere- 

for  ezamination  on  adducing,,  together  with  iioiu  in  the  lungs;  dilated  hifpertrophjf 

their  diploma  or  degree,  proof  of  having  qf  the  hearty  and  dieeaae  of  the  aortic 

completed  the  anatomical  and  snrgical  edu-  valves t  also  disease  qf  the  liver,  kidneys, 

cation  required  by  the  foregoing  regulations,  ^c.;  fatal   termination ;   «ee/Jo    cada- 

cither  at  die  adiool  of  the  university  where  veris, 

they  shall  have  graduated,  or  at  a  recognised    Mary  M ,  tetat.  42,  admitted  May  9, 

school  or  adiools  in  the  United  Kingdom.  1842,  under  Dr.  Taylor.     She  is  a  taB« 

IV.  Certificatas  will  not  be  recognised  slight,  pale  and  nerroua  looking  woman  ;  ia 
from  any  hoapital  unless  the  surgeons  married,  and  haa  had  tiiree  children,  besides 
tiierato  be  members  of  one  of  the  legally  miscarrying  three  times ;  her  fiither  is  living 
constituted  Colleges  of  Surgeons  in  the  and  healthy ;  her  modier  died  of  consump- 
United  Kingdom ;  nor  from  any  school  of  tion.  Her  habits  of  life  have  been  regular, 
anatomy,  physiolpgy,  or  midwifery,  unless  and  she  haa  never  been  hi  want ;  ia  a  native 
the  respective  teadiers  be  members  of  some  of  Scotland,  but  has  been  living  near  Tot- 
legally  ocmstituted  College  of  Physicians  or  tenham  Court  Road  fbr  three  years,  in  a 
Snigonia  in  tiie  United  Kingdom  ;  nor  from  dose  damp  house,  and  has  never  been  well 
any  school  of  imrgery,  unless  the  respective  ifaice  At  has  been  tiiere.  She  is  habitually 
teachers  be  members  of  some  legally  consti-  delicate,  subject  to  headache  and  indigestion, 
tuled  CoUsp  of  Snigeons  in  the  United  with  rising  of  a  bitter  greenish  fluid  into  her 
Kingdom.  mouth  whenever   she  drank  any  beer  or 

v.    CeitiiiGatca  will  not  be  received  on  spirits,    or    took   mora  food  tiian    usual, 

more  Uiaa  one  branch  of  scienoe  from  one  Menstruation  perfectly  regular.      She  had 

•nd  the  same  laeturer;  but  anatomy  and  the  measles  and  hooping-cough  when  six 

physiology    demonstrations  and  dissections  years  old,  and  has  ever  since  had  a  hard 

— ^wiU  be  respeetively  considered  as  one  cough,  especially  in  the  winter;  and  for 

branch  of  fdenoe.  nearly  twenty  years  she  used  to  spit  up 

YI.  Certificates  will  not  be  received  from  blood  occasionally ;  but  this  last  symptom 

candidates  for  the  diploma  who  have  studied  ceased  ten  ^rs  ago,  about  the  time  she  was 

in  London,  unless  they  shall  have  registered  married.     Her  breath  is  always  short,  parti- 

their  tickets  at  the  College,  as  required  by  cularly  in  the  night,  and  in  foggy  weather  ; 

the  r^gulatioos,  during  the  last  ten  days  of  and  lately  she  has  frequently  had  fits  of 

January,  Aprfl,  and  October,  m  each  year ;  asthma.     She  never  had  palpitation  or  pain 

nor  from  candidates  who  have  studied  else-  in  ttxe  region  of  the  heart,  and  was  never  laid 

wbere,  unlesa  their  names  regularly  appear  up  with  rheumatism,  though  As  has  had 

in  the  rei^sters  transmitted  from  their  re-  many  slight  attacks  of  it. 

tpeetive  sdiools.  She  attributes  her  present  illness  to  a  cold 

N.B.  In  the  certificates  of  attendance  on  which  she  caught  two  months  ago,  fhmi 

hoqiital  pnetice  send  on  lectures,  it  is  re-  walking  out  in  very  thin  shoes  when  the 

paired  tluit  the  dates  of  commencement  and  weather  was  very  cold.     She  was  attacked 

temdnaftlon  be  clearly  expressed ;  and  no  with  pain  in  the  left  side,  increased  difiiculty 

imieriineatUm,  erasure,  or  alteraiion  will  be  of   breathing,    and  her  cough  was  much 

eHowed.  worse.     During  the  last  fortnight  the  pain 

Bkok  forms  of  the  required  certificates  has  increased,  and  the  cough  has  been  very 

may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Se-  severe,  and  attended  with  expectoration  of 

cretary,  to  whom  they  must  be  delivered,  mucus. 

nopcriy  fUled  up,  ten  days  before  the  can-  Present  symptoms, — Her  face  is  rather 

oidate  can  be  admitted  to  examination ;  and  pallid,  but  there  is  notwithstanding  a  slight 

all  aodi  oertificatee  are  retained  at  the  College,  amount  of  lividity  ;  the  lips  are  swollen ,  and 

By  Offder  of  the  Council,  of  a  very  deep  red  colour ;  the  nose  is  also 

Edm.  Bklfoub,  iS'ee.  Tery  red.     She  complains  of  a  severe  pain 

in  the  left  side,  rather  low  down,  about  the 

■  ends  of  the  false  ribs,  and  also  in  the  pit  of 

the  stomach ;  it  is  increased  by  presssure  and 
by  a  deep  inspiration.      The  breathing  is 
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▼err  quick  and  laboonsd,  and  increased  in  12th.— The  pain  In  tiie  aide  MfntilHr 

regular  paroxysms,  during  which  the  urine  from  deeping,  and  she  cannot  lie  down  it 

passes  off  involuntarily.     She  has  a  good  all  now  from  the  djspncea;  comiddBB  if 

deal  of  cough,  attended  with  frothy  mucous  palpitation ;  the  abdomen  tjmTpnSiticmA 

expectoration.    The  skin  is  cool  and  moist ;  swelled ;  the  menses  mppeared  kat  oifjH, 

the  pulse  quick,  but  smaU  and  soft.    She  which  is,  she  aaya,  m  week  before  tbe  pnrn 

lies  habitually  on  her  left  side,  but  can  lie    time.  

on  either  side.      She  complains  of  numb-  Habeat  hanstns  purgana. 

ness  of  the  left  hand  and  fore-arm.  About  noon  she  had  aerere  pain  about  tks 

Phyiieal  sifftu, — Anteriorly  the  right  side  umbilicus,  which  was  reUered  by  pitssait 

of  the  chest  seems  rather  fiiller  than  the  left ;  and  by  hot  drinks,  which  canaed  ^no  enet^ 

during  inspiration  the  ribs  rise  in  a  perpen-  tion  of  wind.    After  this  ahe  beeame  voy 

dicular  plane  with  the  sternum,  and  Tery  much  excited  and  delirioas ;  the  oonnteMBOs 

little  expansion  takes  place.    The  sound  on  extremely  pallid,  pulse  116  and  weak,  ad 

percussion  is  very  clear  under  both  daricles ;  was  obliged  to  be  pillowed  up  in  bed.    1W 

it  is  rather  clearer  on  the  left  side  than  on  urine  was  scanty,  sp.  gr.  1030 ;  it  cuntariaei 

the  right,  in  the  lower  third  of  the  chest :  on  an  abundant  sediment,  and  alao  a  mnsiitoa» 

the  righf  side  percussion  is  dull  below  a  line  hie  quantity  of  albumen,  ea  abown  by  best 

drawn  from  the  lower  end  of  the  sternum  to  and  nitric  add,  the  precipitate  filling  oai> 

the  sixth  ribs  laterally,  and  the  dulness  ex-  fifth  of  the  teat-tube  after  afindfng  twmtj- 

tends  two  or  three  inches  below  the  mar-  four  hours. 

gin  of  the  ribs.     The  respiration  is  very  13th. — Pain  and   dyspnoea  diminishad; 

loud,  but  scarcely  any  vesicnlBr  murmur  can  cough  easier ;  mucous  enpectoratiim  abn^ 

be  heard,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  sono-  dant  and  tinged  with  blood ;  pnlae  104,  salt, 

rous  rhonchus.     Posteriorly  there  is  dulness  and  rather  jerking ;  feet  and  anklea  a^gfatlf 

on  percussion  over  the  lower  third  of  the  oidematous ;  she  states  that  they  naed  to 

right  lung,  and  sonorous  and  a  little  mucous  swell,  but  hate  not  lately ;  the  bowda  haie 

rhonchus  in  the  lower  part  of  the  chest,  been  freely  opened,  and  the  motiona  wane  of 

loudest  on  the  left  side.    There  is  a  distinct  a  deep  yeUow  colour,  whereaa  hitherto  they 

double    murmur  with  the   heart's   sound,  have  b€«n  pale ;  tongue  flabby,  and  oovend 

heard  most  distinctly  over  the  base  and  at  with  a  whitish  fur ;  she  is  very  thirsty,  bit 

the  lower  third  of  the  sternum  :  it  is  heard  says  that  when  die  attempta  to  drink  it 

also  in  the  neck.    The  impulse  of  the  heart  always  chokes  her  ;   still  feela   sack  ate 

is  increased  in  extent.  taking  the  medicine ;  physical  aigna  maA 

AppUc.  Cucurb.  Cruent  infra  scap.  sinist.  ^^  ««"*«  as  on  her  admission. 

aid  f^riij.  OmitUtur  haustus  Antimonialia. 

9>  Antim.   Potassio-Tart.  g;|^  ss. ;  Mist.  9>  ^-  Assafoetid.  Comp.  gr.  z.  ft.  piL  ^. 

Camph.   f^iss.   ft.    haust.    Gtis    horis  ter  die  sumendae.    Low  diet,  and  piat 

sumend.    Low  diet.  of  milk. 

May  10th.— Has  had  no  sleep  at  all  dur-  Hth.— Sleeps  very  Uttie,  and  fteqoaifly 

mg  the  night,  but  her  breathing  has  been  icreMns  in  the  night;  the  brnthii^  ud  the 

easier  ever  since  her  admisdoninto  the hos-  V^?^^f  "«  "^^^h  i^i^ved,  and  die  m 

pital.     She  feds  weak  and  fidnt,  and  dck ;  '^1}^/''^  ?f^ iJ^T^Zl!^'^ 

die  vomited  once  after  taking  the  medicine.  fr«lttf\tly»  «nd  is  troubled  wi^  globait 

The  pdn  hi  the  dde  is^ot  mudi  rdieved,  ^^P'auis  of  a  bummg  ,»in  m  the  »i^ 

and  the  pdn  at  the  epigastrium  U  worsel  tnum.  and  whatever  die  tdtes  ia  unme&atej 

She  has  not  much  cough,  but  spits  up  a  \o°"*«l ;  there  is  t<mderness  on  preasore  ia 

good  deal  of  mucus.     The  bowds  have  not  J*f  W""  P'f  "^L^-^V^  "P*"®  "*  ?* 

been  opened.    The  urine  is  scanty,  and  de-  ^*^  "^« '  .^^^  ^?^  J?^5  tongue  diy 

podts  a  copious,  light,  fledi-ookmred  sedi-  jndbrownidi;  papm«enlafged;  thirst  peat; 

ment,  soluble  in  liquor  potassK  ;  reaction  ^^  ^^  "^P^/a^I?"!  ?    ^\  "^  w 

add,  not  albuminous.  •^°°'  "P-  K'-  ^^^^'  tolerably  dear,  bat 

In  the  evening  the  breathing  was  very  "?"  containsalbumen.     In  the  afternoon 

distresdng ;  the  countenance  Uvid ;  the  ab-  ™*  ^^  ordered— 

domen  swelled  and  tympanitic.      She  was  ^P*    -^^h*    Sulj^.   tys, ;    Aq.    Men^ 

ordered  a  purgative  enema.  P^P*  ^S^- 

11th. — ^The    bowels    have  been    opened  which  gave  her  much  relieft 

twice;    the  dyspnoea  and  cough  are  less  15th.— Slept  better  last  nig^  and  fcda 

troublesome,  but  she  cannot  lie  on  the  left  more  comfortable. 

dde,  which  is  the  side  she  nsudly  does  lie  16th.— Has   been   very   reatlesa    againt 

on.    The  skm  is  cool.  making  a  great    noise,   crying,  ace.;  tiiB 

Sumat.  Antim.  Potassio-Tart.  gr.  i  tan-  ^i^^thmg  is  more  free,  but  she  sdll  feela  a 

turn  pro  dod.                         *    '  catching  if  she  lies  down ;  has  no  pdpitatkmi 
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Sllbe  104,  tolerably  full ;  tongue  moist  and  yellow  tisrae,  and  on  the  upper  surface,  over 

rown ;  urine  still  decidedly  albuminous.  a  considerable  part  of  the  right  lobe,  there 

17th.— Last  evening  she  became  Tery  out-  was  nothing  but  this  yellow  tissue  for  the 

rageous,  crying  and  making  much  disturb-  depth  of  h«3f  an  inch,  looking  as  if  all  the 

■nee,  and  about  10  o'clock  she  was  ordered  blood  had  been  driven  from  this  part.    The 

a  druight  containing  half  a  grain  of  morphia:  stomach  was  very  large,  and  was  somewhat 

die  went  to  sleep  after  a  time,  and  the  nurse  constricted  in  the  middle,  otherwise  appa- 

foond  her  dead  between  3  and  4  o'clock,  rently  healthy.     Hie  spleen  was  very  much 

She  had  died  vrithout  any  convulsion,  &c.  enlaiged, being  abouttwice  the  natural  length, 

Seetio  eadaoerU  60  Aoun  tfter  death, —  and  having  a  large  rounded  prcgection  on  the 
We  may  mention  that,  in  consequence  of  upper  and  inner  part,  which  received  quite  a 
the  eiamination  being  made  at  the  house  in  distinct  set  of  vessels.  The  substance  of  the 
wfaidi  the  deceased  had  lived,  some  points  spleen  was  very  firm,  and  contained  very 
were  not  so  ftally  examined  as  they  otherwise  little  fluid  matter.  Both  kidneys  were  en- 
would  have  been.  The  body  generally  was  laired,  and  a  little  uneven  on  tiie  surface ; 
considerably  emaciated.  The  head  was  not  the  investing  membrane  was  firm,  and  ad- 
opened,  herent  to  the  subjacent   substance,   small 

Tkortut, — The  lungs  scarcely  collapsed  at  portions  of  this  coming  away  with  it  when 

•U  when  the  thorax  was  opened.    Hie  right  it  was  removed ;  the  substance  vras  pale,  and 

pleura  eontained  about  two  pints  of  serum,  of  about  the  usual  consistence.    The  intes* 

and  the  left  about  half  a  pint;  there  were  tines  were  not  opened.    The  uterus  was 

■ome  old  firm  adhesions  at  the  upper  and  apparently  healthy ;  the  right  ovary  was  very 

badk  part  of  the  right  lung,  but  none  on  the  hard,   and    contained    several    small    hard 

left  ilde ;  both  lungs  were  somewhat  dis-  bodies  about  the  size  of  a  pea,  and  a  small 

tended  with  air,  and  the  air-cells  were  dis-  cyst  filled  with  a  dark  coagulum  of  blood ; 

tinctly  enlarged  everywhere;  when  squeezed,  the  left    ovary  also  was    hard,   contained 

the  air  readily  passed  under  the  pulmonary  several  small  cysts  on  the  surface  and  in 

pleura.    The  apex  of  the  left  lung  presented  the  substance  filled  with  blood  and  bloody 

an  irregular  puckered  appearance,  and  on  serum,  also  some  small  bodies  as  hard  as 

cutting  into  the  substance  a  little  beneath  cartilage. 

this  tlwre  were  seversl  small  calcareous  con-  Remarks. — It  is  evident,  fiom  the  pre- 
cretions  found.  On  making  a  section  of  the  ceding  account  of  the  symptoms  which  ex- 
lungs,  a  good  deal  of  firothy  reddish  serum  isted  during  life,  and  of  the  appearances  after 
exuded,  and  the  bronchial  tubes  projected  death,  that  the  patient  had  laboured  under  a 
from  the  cut  aaxhce,  being  much  thickened  complication  of  diseases,  most  of  which  were 
and  indurated;  tiieyoonta^oed  the  same  kind  of  long  standing,  but  some  more  recent. 
ot  bkwdy  mucus  as  had  been  expectorated  We  shd!,  for  the  sake  of  perspicuity,  arrange 
daring  life :  the  mucous  membrane  was  not  the  symptoms  in  groups  according  to  the 
redder  than  usual.  Hie  pericardium  con-  different  diseases  on  which  they  may  be 
tained  about  two  ounces  of  a  reddish  serum,  supposed  to  have  depended,  and  introduce 
The  heart  was  considerably  enlarged,  weighing  with  them  as  much  of  the  previous  history 
foorteen  ounces.  The  left  ventricle  was  di-  and  post-mortem  appearances  as  seems  ne- 
latied,  and  its  walls  as  thick  as  natural.  The  oessary  for  the  elucidation  of  the  different 
Skorta  measured  two  inches  and  six  lines  in  parts  of  the  case.  In  this  way  we  cannot 
cireunftnooe ;  there  were  no  spots  on  it:  avoid  considerable  repetition. 
the  aoitio  valves  were  much  diseased ;  one  1st.  As  to  the  dUetues  qf  the  lungs,  (a,) 
of  them  had  a  large  vegetation  growing  from  History. ^'Sh.t  was  predisposed  to  phthisis, 
it^  and  the  other  two  were  thickened  and  as  her  mother  had  died  of  that  disease.  She 
wmewhat  diminished  in  size.  The  mitral  had  hooping-cough  when  six  years  of  age, 
vdv«  was  of  the  natural  size,  and  so  was  the  and  had  ever  since  been  troubled  with  a  hard 
left  auricle.  Hie  right  ventricle  was  en-  cough  and  shortness  of  breath ;  worse  in  the 
largedt  and  its  lining  membrane  rather  winter,  and  especially  in  foggy  weather; 
OfMUiae  s  tiie  tricuspid  valve  of  the  natural  also  for  nearly  twenty  years  she  used  to  spit 
;  the  pulmonary  artery  measured  the  up  blood  frequently.  The  cough  and 
in  circumference  as  the  aorta;  the  dyspnoea  had  been  much  worse  for  two 
^ves  were  healthy ;  the  right  months,  and  she  had,  during  the  same  time, 
aaride  was  somewhat  dilated,  and  contained  bad  pain  in  the  left  side, 
a  large,  thin,  dark  coagulum.  (bj    General   symptoms    and  physical 

AMumem. — Hie  cavity  of  the  peritoneum  signs  on  admission, — Lividity  of  the  fea- 

eontained  some  serous  effusion.     The  liver  tures  ;    great  dyspnoea,   increased    in  pa- 

waa  enlarged,  diiefly  the  right  lobe,  which  rozysms ;  frequent  cough,  accompanied  with 

was  very  thick,  measuring  quite  three  inches  copious  frothy  mucous  expectoration,  and 

■nd  a  half  at  the  thickest  part ;  the  cut  sur-  pain  in  the  left  side.      Peculiar  costal  respi- 

fioa  bad  a  mottled  aspect,  there  being  small  ration ;  very  dear  sound  on  percussion  all 

iffflfrtfii  brown  qiotay  surrounded  by  a  light  over  the  fi^nt  of  the  chest,  except  at  the 
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lower  part  of  tlie  right  sido,  where,  as  well  efftukm  into  the   perkardinm    aad 

as  posteriorly  on  the  same  side,  percnssion  tonenm,  and  also  by  the  stroll^ 

was  dull  (this  was  attributed  to  enlargement  that  it  only  came  on  a  da^  mr  !«• 

of  the  liver) ;  very  feeble  vesicalar  murmur ;  death,  about  the  same  liBe  as  the 

sonorous  rhonchus,  loudest  on  the  left  side,  came  on.     It  k  Cme  tiiat  there  was  dniaf 

and  a  little  mucous  rhonchus  posteriorly.  on  Uie  r^it  side  eren  on  lier  admiwine, 

(cj  Poat-moriem  appearmiceM. — Serous  and  aepposing  this  to  have  depended  ODiai 

effusion  in  both  pleursB ;   permanent  disten-  in  the  pleura  it  would  alao  explaia  the  firi- 

sion  of  both  lungs  with  air ;  enlaigeisnt  of  ness  of  the  right  side  of  the  cfacat,  and  Ite 

the  air-cells ;  hypertrophy  oC  the  bronchial  ^eat  dyspnoea  and  inabilitj  to  lie  on  the 

tubes ;    bloody  mucus  is  theaa ;   puckering  left  aide,  and  afterwards  to  be  down  at  si; 

of  the  apex  of  the  left  long,  and  calcareous  yet  we  think  that  had  so  much  floid  bsa 

concretions  just  bsoeath  the  puckered  part,  present  it  would  haye  been  detected  x  sad 

Such  were  the  most  important   points  even  admitting  that  it  might  have  escsfii 

concerning  the  lungs  as  a  whole,  but  as  we  detection  (for  we  shonld  mention  that  it  «■ 

belieie  that  they  indicate  three  distinct  dis-  very  difficult  to  make  a  carefol  canminBte 

eases,    viz.,    emphysema,   bronchitis,    and  of  the  physical  signs,  owing  to   the  im 

tubercular   remains,  we    must   briefly  re-  nervous  and  ezcttd  state  of  the  patiest), 

arrange   them   under    these    three    heads,  how  are  we  to  explain  the  diaappeeraBee  sf 

Thus,  to  the  emphysema  belong  the  long-  the  orthopnoea,  as  is  stated  in  tlie  imrtsf 

stancUng  dyspno&a,  increased  in  paroxysms,  the  14th  May,  unless  the  fluid  hea  bsa 

the   peculiar    respiration,  the  cough,    the  absorbed :  besides  there  were  other  mmm 

morbidly  clear  sound  on  percussion,  and  which  would  explain  the  dnlneas  and  Ik 

feeble  vesicular  murmur,  together  wiUi  the  symptoms  that  were  present, 
distension  of  the  lungs  and  dilatation  of  the        2d.  DUeanet  ^f  the   heart,     fa,}   1h 

ur-cells  observed  after   death,   which  are  prevunu  history  did  not  throw  mudi  ligk 

quite  distinctive  of  emphysema :   secondly,  on  these.     She  had  been  subject  to  rbeosBa- 

to  the  bronchitis  (to  the  chronic  form  of  tism,  but  bad  never  had  a  aerere  attack,  nd 

which  we  presume  she  had  been  subject),  never  had  any  particular  symptona  of  dir 

belong  probably  part  of  the  winter  cough  ease  of  the  heart,  as  pain,  palpitetioQ,  &c, 

and  dyspnoea,  the  great  aggravation  of  these  at  least  she  said  she  hid  not ;  but  eonsadff- 

during    the  last  two  months,   the  frothy  ing  that  she  was  always  very  nervous,  s^ 

mucous  expectoration,  which  became  tinged  symptoms  of   the  kind  that  might   hne 

with  blood  a  few  days  before  death,  the  pain  existed  would  probably  have  been  attribetod 

in  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  the  sonorous  to  nervousness. 

and  mucous  rhonchi,  together  with  hyper-         (b.J  The  tymptomi  and  sipna  on  her 

trophy  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  bloody  admission  clearly  indicated  oonai<ierabIe  de* 

mucus    found   in  them  after  death :    and  ease  of  the  heart ;    probably  the  lividity  af 

thirdly,  we  believe  that  the  frequent  haeroop-  the  face  was  partly  due  to  thia  cause,  aad 

tyses  during  nearly  twenty  years,  the  pucker-  also  tliC  palpitation  and  oedema,  which  esse 

ing  of  the  apex  of  the  left  bing,  and  the  on  subsequently,  and  the  jerking  ^^^tH*^ 

cutaneous  matter  found  in  the  lung  just  of  the  pulse,    llie  impulse  was  increased  in 

beneath  the  puckered  .part,  are  sufficient,  extent,  and  there  was  a  distinct  double  bnt- 

when  taken  in  connection  with  the  predis-  mur,  loudest  over  the  base  of  the  heart  and 

position  to  phthisis  and  the  winter  cough,  lower  half  of  the  sternum,  heard  also  in  the 

&c.,  to  prove  that  tubercles  had  formed  neck.     These  would  indicate  hypertroidiy  c^ 

in  the  apex  of  the  left  lung,  that  they  had  the  heart,  and  probably  such  disease  of  the 

undergone  that  series  of  changes  which  ends  aortic  valves  as  would  cause  obstruction  and 

in  the  formation  of  cretaceous  masses,  and  permit  regurgitation, 
had  produced  the  puckering  of  the  surface        (cj  7%e  poeUmortem  appeanmcee  quite 

by  exciting  pleuritis,  with  effusion  of  lymph,  confirmed  the  diagnosis  which  was  made 

which  subsequently  contracted.  during   life.    The  heart  was  conaideraUy 

There  is  yet  another  point  which  requires  enlarged,  being  nearly  double  the  avenfe 

notice  before  leaving  the  lungs,  viz.,  the  weight  of  the  heart  in  females;  both  vea- 

effusion  that  was  found  in  the  pleurae  after  tricles  and  the  right  auricle  were  en]ai]gBd, 

death,  amounting  to  two  pints  in  the  right  and  the  walls  of  the  natural  thickneaa :  tibere 

pleura,  and  half  a  pint  in  the  left.     Did  this  was  therefore  **  dilated  hypertrophy."     AH 

depend  on  pleuritis  ?     We  think  not ;  be-  the  ori6ces  were  of  the  natural  size,  except 

cause  there  were  not  any  other  marks  of  the  aortic,  which  was  obstructed  by .  the 

inflammation  of  the  pleura,  no  redness,  or  presence  of  a  large  vegetation  on  one  of  the 

recent  lymph,  or  (alse  membranes,  &c.     It  valves,  whikt  the  other  two  vaivea  were 

was  probably  due  to  the  same  cause  as  had  thickened  and  rather   diininiahed  in  siie. 

produced  the  oedema  of  the  ankles  during  The  morbid  growth  was  evidently  such  as 

life,  viz.,  the  disease  of  the  heart :    this  would  produce  considerable  obatmetioQ  to 

otpiwon  is  oenfirmed  by  the  ooexistenoe  of  the  florw  of  the  blood  into  the  Msta,  end  alio. 
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by  prerenthig  the  perfect  closure  of  the  ease;  this,  therefore,  may  have  been  the 
orifice,  would  permit  of  regurgitation  into  canae,  and  the  specific  grayitj,  though  always 
the  ventricle,  and  was  quite  sufficient  to  low  in  the  advanced  stages  ojf  this  disease,  is 
explain  the  double  murmur  which  had  not  always  so  in  the  early  stages.  We  can- 
existed,  not,  however,  decide  with  certainty  whether 

Zd,  DUeage  qfthe  Imer,     (a.)  T%t  pre-  the  albuminous  urine  depended  on  the  state 

mout  hiHory. — States  that  she  had  always  of  the  kidneys,  or  on  the  obstruction  in  the 

been  subject  to  a  rising  of  a  bitter  greenish  drcnlation. 

fluid  into  her  mouth  on  taking  beer  or        5M.  MerutruaHtm  and  the  Hate  qf  the 

spirits,  or  even  a  little  more  food  than  usual,  ovaries. — ^The  patient  died  five  days  after 

but  she  had  never  had  janndioe  or  any  dis-  menstruating,  and  we  mention  this  in  order 

ease  of  the  liver.  to  place  it  in  connection  with  the  condition 

ib.)  Sjfnqttonu  and  stgntonadmiation, —  in  whidi  the  ovaries  were  found :   whether 

The  chirf  of  these  was  de  increased  sixe  of  any  of  the  appearances  were  due  to  the 

the  liver,  as  indicated  by  the  increased  ex-  menstruation  we  cannot  tell,  but  eertunly 

tent  of  dulness  on  percussion  both  upwards  the  ovaries  were  affected  with  a  chronic  dis- 

and  downwards.    We  may  notice  in  oonnec-  ease,  which,  if  the  patient  had  lived,  might 

tion  with  the  state  of  the  liver  that   the  perhaps  have  gone  on  to  ovarian  dropsy, 
bowels  were  costive  and  the  evacuations  pale         It  is  scarcely  worth  while  to  say  anything 

in  colour  at  first,  though  subsequentiy  they  respecting  the  condition  of  the  spleen  ;  it 

became  of  a  deep  ydlow  colour,  and  there  was  enlarged  and  indurated,  and  of  a  curious 

were  several  symptoms  of  indigestion,  as  shape;  the  enlargement  was  probably  due 

pain  in  the  epigastrium,  tenderness  on  pres-  to  the  same  cause  as  the  enlargement  of  the 

sure,  great  flatulenoe,  and  afterwards  vomit-  liver,  i,  e.  most  likely  to  Uie  state  of  the 

ing,  &c.  heart. 

(c.)  Poit  -  mortem  appearameet,  —  The        We  have  now  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 

Kver  was  considerably  enlaiged  and  presented  treatment,  causes,  prognosis,  and  cause  of 

the  nutmeg  appearance,  isolated  brown  spots,  death.    The  disease  for  which  she  was  ad- 

surronnded  by  a  continuous  yellowish  tissue,  mitted,  and  the  only  one  of  the  many  under 

indicating  therefore  congestion  of  the  he-  which  she  laboured  that  was  likely  to  receive 

patic  veins  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  much  relief  from  treatment,  was  the  bron- 

venous  system.  chitis.     We  may  remark  here  that  notwith- 

4M.  State  rf  urine  and  iidnepe, — On  standing  the  extent  and  severity  of  this  dis- 

every  occasion  on  which  we  tested  the  urine,  ease,  the  skin  was  cool  and  moist,  eontrast- 

except  the  first,  it  contained  albumen ;  the  ing  strongly  with  the  great  heat  and  dryness 

specific  gravity  varied  at  different  times,  but  of  the  skin  in  the  cases  of  pneumonia  which 

we  never  found  it  less  than  1020 ;  it  also  we  have  reported,  and  whidi  confirms  the 

contained  a  sediment  of  the  litfaates.  usual  statement  of  the  much  greater  heat  of 

After  death  the  kidneya  were  found  to  be  skin  in  the  latter  disease.    The  treatment 

enlaiged  and  pale ;  the  surface  rather  uneven,  adopted  here  was  local  bloodletting  by  cup- 

and  the  capsule  adhered  so  firmly  to  the  ping,  and  the  administration  of  tartar  emetic. 

flubiaoent  substance  as  to  tear  away  small  The  last  remedy  produced  mudi  greater  in- 

portions  of  it  when  it  was  stripped  off;   the  convenience  than  it  usually  does  ;  and  this 

substance  appeared  healthy,   except  being  was  probably  due  to  the  extremely  nervous 

pale.  state  she  was  in,  and  perhaps  also  to  the  con- 

With  these  facts  before  us,  what  is  the  dition  of  the  digestive  organs ;  it  was  con- 

oondution  we  come  to  as  to  whether  the  tinned  for  four  days,  in  which  time  many  of 

albomen  in  the  arine  depended  on  disease  of  the  symptoms  of  bronchitis   were    much 

the  kidneys,  or  on  some  other  cause  ?    We  relieved,  but  she  beca&me  so  hysterical  that 

know  that  various  causes  wiU  temporarily  there  was  no  possibility  of  ascertaining  the 

prodnce   albumen    in    the    urine,    but  its  state  of  the  disease.     She  was  then  ordered 

■abitaal  presence  there  must  indicate  some  some  antispasmodic  pills,  which  did  her  gooc^, 

deranged  state  of  the  kidneys.     In  this  case  and  she  seemed  much  better  on  the  whole, 

H  was  not  detected  when  the  uri^e  was  first  but  was  very  weak  and  nervous,  and  she  ex- 

enunined,  but  it  was  on  every  subsequent  pired  rather  unexpectedly. 
ooeaslaD.    Other  canaes  existed  here  which        The  cautet  of  the  emphysema  must  be 

would  account  for  the  aUramen :  thus  the  dated  back  to  the  attack  of  the  hooping- 

diaeaae  of  tiie  heart  and  venous  obstruction  cough  whidi  she  had  when  six  years  old ;  her 

were  snIBcient  causes,  and  the  foct  of  the  breathing  had  been  short  ever  since  then, 

■pedftc  gravity  not  being  below  the  healthy  and  this  disease  is  well  known  to  be  a  cause 

standard  would  rather  fiivour  the  idea  that  it  of  vesicular  emphysema.    The  same  cause 

did  not  depend  on  granular  degeneration  of  may  have  excited  the  development  of  the 

the  kidneys ;  but  on  the  other  lund  the  post-  tubercles  on  which,  we  presume,  the  hcmop- 

mortem  appearances  vrere  those  which  are  tysis  depended.    The  bronchitis,  that  tt^  the 

nkl  tointete  tbeearly  stageof  this  din  kst attack o( )^, ni* cksmAlVii ^^^&i^n%  vaX 
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in  very  cold  weather  with  very  thin  shoes  on. 
The  cause  of  the  diseases  of  tiie  heart  is  not 
Tery  apparent ;  the  hypertrophy  may  per- 
haps be  attributed  to  the  long-continued  in- 
.  creased  action  consequent  on  the  state  of  the 
lungs,  and  to  the  hypertrophy  we  must  as- 
etibe  the  disease  of  the  liver  and  spleen. 

The  prognosis  in  a  case  so  evidently  com- 
.  plicated  could  not  be  otherwise  than  un- 
.faTourable  ultimately,    but    there  was  no 
great  reason  why  she  should  not  get  the 
better  of  this  attack;  at  all  events,  there 
seemed  to  be  no  cause  for  immediate  appre- 
hension.    On  the  12th  of  May  she  app^ured 
to  be  almost  dying,  but  recovered  again,  and 
then  seemed  better,  and  after  being  exceed- 
ingly outrageous  she  had  a  very  moderate 
anodyne  draught,  and  went  to  sleep,  and 
.was  found  dead  some  hours  after.      The 
cause  of  death  was  very  obscure  ;  it  may  per- 
haps have  been  due  to  the  diseased  condition 
of  the  heart. 

TREATMENT  OF  GONORRHCEA. 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sift, 
In  Mr.  Child's  paper  relating  to  the  "  Treat- 
ment of  Gonorrhoea  by  Superficial  Cauteri- 
zation of  the  Urethra,"  he  wishes  to  know  if 
any  other  practitioner  than  himself  had 
adopted  the  same  mode  of  treatment. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  Dr. 
Pereira's  lectures  with  Mr.  C,  who  must 
well  remember  Dr.  P.  relating  the  cases  of 
two  students  trying  this  mode,  in  one  satis- 
fiu:torily,  in  the  other  it  produced  testitis 
and  a  long  train  of  evils.  Whilst  gonorr- 
hoea can  be  so  easily  managed  with  weak  in- 
jections of  the  nitrate  of  silver  (gr.  ij.  ad. 
Aq.  Distillat.  Sviij*)»  <^^  sulphate  of  zinc  (gr. 
ij.  ad  Aq.  ^JO  with  or  without  Bals.  Copaib. 
&c.  I  cannot  think  we  ought  to  try  this 
*'  bold"  practice,  espedaUy  as  even  in  this 
treatment  Bals.  Copaib.  c.  Cubeb.  com- 
bined must  be  given. 

If  Mr.  C.  will  even  adopt  the  injection  of 
cold  water  frequentiy  repeated,  say  every  half 
hour  or  so,  he  will  find  the  discharge  sooner 
cured,  and  his  patients  better  pleased,  than 
with  his  or  Dr.  P.'s  **  superficial  cauteriza- 
tion of  the  urethra." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

Yours  very  obediently, 

M.D. 

Islington,  Aug.  21, 1843. 
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Monday t  August  21,  1843. 

J.  T.  Roberts.— R.  T.  W^lde.— J.  T.  Winnard. 
— T.  J.  Heaton.— N.Chadwick.— C.  A.  Mercer.— 
M.  Healy.— T.  B.  Drinkwater.— F.  D.  Mudd.— 
W.  Hunter.— G.  W.  T.  Jarvis.— T.  Clark. 


Fridatft  August  25,  1843« 

W.  F.  T.  Ivey.— J.  Bnrgeas.~E. 
— E.  L.  Ogle.— B.  Kittson.— W.  Poole.— C  A. 
Wakefield.-F.  Field.— a  H.  Jagoe.— W.  F^ 
loCk.-T.  Spain.— G.  Pedley.— T.  B.  KeeCky.- 

W.  Watson. 
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A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  lirom  sH 
causes  registered  Sn  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  August  12,  1843. 

Small  Pox I 

Measles  « « SS 

Scarlatina  41 

Hooping  Cough  if 

Croup  '. C 

Thmsb    14 

Diarrhoea    M 

.Dysentery  M 

Cbolera 1 

Inlluensa i 

Ague 1 

Rmnittent  Fever ; i 

Typhus : n 

Erysipelas s 

SyphOis 1 

Hydrophobia f 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  19 
Diseases  of  the  Long*  and  other  Oigsns  of 

Respiration    *. ifiS 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blnort  Tf  ssf  Is ....  11 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion 7S 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  ftc 7 

Childbed 4 

Paramenia. 1 

Ovarian  Dropsy f 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c. 0 

Arthritis f 

Rheumatism 0 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c I 

Carbuncle 0 

Phlegmon  • 

Ulcer    0 

Fistula   „...  0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 1 

Dropsy,    Cancer,  and  other   Diseases  cMf 

Uncertain  Seat iS 

Old  Ageor  Naturalllecay SI 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lutempe- 

ranee   SI 

Causes  not  specified 9 

Deaths  flpom  all  Causes 7tB 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  Lmtitude  bl^  Z7'32^N. 
Longitude  (JP  3'  51"  W.  qf  Grtenwiek. 

August  1843.   Thbsmomstbb.  Babombtkb. 

Wednesday  23    fhnn  47  to  65      |  39*56  to  9^1 

Thursday  .  34 

Friday ...  25 

Saturday   .  36 

Sunday  .  %  37 

Monday  .  .  28 

Tuesday    .  39 

Wind  variable,  S.W.  prevailing. 

23d,  noraing  clear;  afternoon  and  evening 
raining  generally.  34th,  morning  dkmdy;  dter- 
noon  clear.  25th,  morning  ana  evening  dear, 
otherwise  cloudy.  35th,  generally  dear.  tTth, 
morning  fbggy.  otherwise  dear.  SSth,  doDdy, 
vrith  rain.    39th,  p^enerally  cloudy. 

Rain  ftdlen,  iK  of  an  inch. 
Charlms  H»waY  Adams. 

Wilson  6c  Ooiltt,  57>  Skinner  Streelt  Lowton. 
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L  B  CT  U  B  B  S  Qteros  a  spontaneous  solation  of  the  disease 

not  nnfireqnently  takes  place.     But  where 

^^  ^i"  inflammation  of  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OF  «*«"»«  i«  ftjlly  developed,  and  where  the 

mj  T  nivi  w n  V  affection  occurs  in  a  severe  sporadic  or  epi* 

MIDWIFKKY  ,  j^g^jj^  f^j^^  ^g  soothing  plan  of  treatment, 

J)eli9€r*di»tk€  Theatre  qfSL  George's  by  opiates  and  warm  poultices  over  the 

Hoepiialf  hypogastrium,  will  prove  wholly  insufl&dent 

--,  -        iLT-nvDo  to  arrest  its  course,  and  unless  blood-letting, 

Br  RoBBRT  liM,  M.D.  F.R.S.  geoenl  and  local,  and  other  antiphlogistic 

remedies,  be  early  and  vigorously  employed, 

Lbcturb  XLIL  it  will,  in  most  cases,  proceed  to  a  &tal 

,    ^  .    ^  ,r.    .      w  ^  J'  termination.     In  no  inflammatory  afiiection 

On  (he  Treaifiuni  of  Uiertne  InJIammaUon  ^^  ^^  .^^^^j^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^ 

m  Puerperal  Women,  blood-letting,  general  and  local,  more  strik- 
LiKS  inflammation  of  other  organs,  that  of  iogly  displayed  than  in  puerperal  peritonitis ; 
the  uterine  system  varies  greatly  in  severity  but  the  results  of  my  experience  do  not  con- 
in  different  cases  and  at  particular  periods,  grm  the  accuracy  of  the  opinion,  that  in  all 
and  in  some  individuals  at  all  periods^  there  cases,  by  the  employment  of  these  means,  we 
is  a  disposition  to  the  disease  manifested  ^an  succeed  in  arresting  the  progress  of  the 
after  delivery,  by  tenderness  of  the  hypo-  disease,  which  is  always  attended  with  the 
gaatrinm  on  nreasure,  and  b^  acceleration  of  greatest  danger,  and  not  unfrequently  rapidly 
the  pulse,  wiiere  inflammation  has  not  been  jxma  its  course  to  a  fatal  termination  in  spite 
actually  developed,  or  where  it  has  taken  of  the  most  prompt  and  copious  depletion, 
place  in  so  anght  a  degree  as   to    yield  ^nd  the  application  of  all  other  remedies. 
readfly  to  the  eiSdbition  of  opiates,  and  the  When  the  symptoms  of  puerperal  peritonitis 
application  of  warm  fomentations  and  poul-  manifest  themselves  as  before  described,  and 
ticea  over  tiie  region  of  the  uterus.     Some  especially  when  there  is  intense  pain   of 
practitioiien  have  been  so  convinced  of  the  the  uterus,  increased  by  pressure,  twenty  or 
advantagei  and  necessity  of  employing  tliese  even  more  ounces  of  bloo<l  should  be  imme- 
nmedieB  with  the  view  of  preventing  attacks  diately  abstracted  from  the  arm  by  a  large 
of  the  disease,  that  they  caused  all  their  orifice,  and  while  the  patient  has  the  shoul- 
patifrntt  recently  delivered  to  lake,  from  ^ers  and  trunk  considerably  elevated  in  bed. 
time  to  time,  and  at  intervals  more  or  less  We  should  not  be  deterred  from  employing 
distant,  small  doses  of  Dover's  powder,  and  the  lancet  freely,  because  the  pulse  is  small 
bave  iqpplied   emollient    poultices    to    the  ^^  contracted,  provided  it  does  not  exceed 
liyuogMliium.     In  cases  of  intestinal  irri-  120  or  130  in  the  minute,  for  in  some  cases 
tattoo,  after-pains,  and  various  spasmodic  the  pulse  has  become  fuller  and  stronger 
tlfr^TH^f   of   the    uterus    and    abdominal  .during  the  time  the  blood  has  been  flowing, 
▼iaoerat  tids  plan  of  treatment  will  prove  or  sood  after.    Even  where  the  pulse  is  still 
siiuiiMflil      In  slight  inflammatory  affec«  more  n^id  and  fseble,  if  the  local  pain  be 
tiona  of  other  organs  it  is  not  unusual  for  yery  great — this  is  here  a  far  safer  guide 
tbe  ayuptoma  to  subside  without  the  em-  than  tiie  puls^— we  must  not  be  deterred  firom 
pkyyinent  of  more  active  remedies,  and  it    employing  venesection  to  the  requisite  ez- 
eeuoAf  admits  of  a  doubt  that  in  some  of    tent,  and  in  all  cases,  if  possible,  a  decided  im- 
tbe  milder  varieties  of  inflammation  of  the    pression  should  be  inade  upon  the  system ,  and 

823:— uxii.  ^  ^ 
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where  syncruiic  or  fuintness  follows  the  blood-  paired,  a  Kcond  Tcncsection  to  tiie  hir:! 

letting,  it  inLTca.ses  the  salutary  cfTect.    In  no  above  stated  may  be  ordered,  not  oxdf  «rji 

case- of  iuflamniation  of  the  peritoneal  Hurface  safety   but  with  decided   advautage.     Tu 

of  the  uterus  and  peritoneal  sac  have  I  (teen  great    mortality  which  faaa  taken  pbcc  m 

any  bail  coiisef|uence  tu  result  from  depletion  this  and  in  the  other  Tarietirs   uf  uutl' 

eurried  to  this  extent,  and  in  many,  from  its  inflammation  certainly  cannot  be  atthlcte^ 

early  use,  the  force  of  the  disease  has  at  once  to  the  abuse  of  blood-letting*  for  you  «uJ 

been  completely  broken,    which  could   not  observe    in    the    tables     that    the    gnx''r 

have  been  tiic  case    had  tiie    inflammation  number   of  those    patients    who  wrre  W^i 

hivi\  erysipelatous  or  of  a  sjK.'citic  nature,  early  and  copiously  nrcovered,  and  that  sort 

In  retiectini;  upon  the  ca.>es  contained  in  the  of  those  who  died  were  either  not  bird  it  all. 

accompanying;    tables,    and   oliscrving    the  or  very  late  and  8|wringly,  or  tm^k  :»timu- 

nuntber  which  teniiiuated  fatally,  it  is  im-  lants.     After  the^iulence  of  the  attack  Li* 

poshilile  to  avoid  the  conclusion,  that  tiouic  been  subdued,  it  is  ]iro|ier  to  continue  lie 

]>atients  were  h).<>t  from  the  want  of  active  use  of  the  mercury,  but  in  diminished  d'^se* : 

(le]>Ietion    at    the    commenctMnent   of    the  two  grains  instead  of  five  every  four  ur  m 

attack.     In  many,  the  disease  had  l)een  fully  hours,  combined   with    opiam    or   Dkttt'i 

formed  t  wenty>fuur  hcmrs  or  longer  before  the  )>owder,  will  be  suflicient,  and  this  sb'juld  U 

patients  were  seen, and  tlien  blood-letting  was  continui^    until   the    mouth    becomes    ii- 

employeil  sobpnrinsriy  as  toexertnointlueiice  fected,  or   until  the    uterine  tenderness  b< 

on  the  ]>ro^re.>^s  f)f  the  disease.     When  the  greatly  relieved.  The  object  in  admini^tcrau: 


attack  of  peritoneal  intlanmiation  is  vioh-nt,  mercury  in  uterine  iuflammation  is  the 
ami  when  the  pain  is  but  slii^htly  relieved,  as  in  iritis;  to  remove  the  congested  audia* 
the  venc<;ect ion  should  lie  followed  without  flamed  state  of  the  vessels  of  the  peritoocux. 
losfr  of  time  by  tiie  ii])plication  of  one,  two,  and  to  firevent  the  disease  from  tenninansf 
i)r  three  d<i/en  of  leeches  to  the  hypo-  by  ellusion,  when  all  remedies  are  geoenl'T 
^a^triiiiii,  ]»rii])orti(Miing  their  number  to  the  unavailing.  Blood-letting,  general  and  loo!, 
mrencyof  tlic  ^ym]>;l>r^^.  When  the  hrches  the  exhibition  of  mercury  with  opiatn  a-i! 
have  fallen  oif,  the  bleeding  from  their  bites  purgatives,  are  the  principal  means  which*: 
should  be  encouraiied  by  warm  fomentations,  possess  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  pu«r« 
or  by  a  thin  warm  Unseed  meal  poultice,  jH-ral  peritonitis,  and  they  often  check  lu 
which  >houId  be  fre(|uently  renewed  while  firo^ress  of  the  disease.  But  thej  ha«-e  htic 
the  bUidinc  continues.  At  the  same  time  influence  over  intiammatiou  of  the  veins,  t> 
fi\e  grains  (if  cidomel  should  be  administered  sorbents,  and  muscular  coat  of  the  utrrv. 
in  conibiu.itiun  with  tive  grains  of  James's  and  I  am  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  azy 
powder,  and  ^r.  iss.  or  cr.  ii.  of  opium,  or  means  by  which  it  is  possible  for  us  to*  tU^p 
witii  six  or  ei;;ht  of  Dover's  powder,  and  the  progress,  or  counteract  the  effects,  of  9»-i 
this  shdidd  be  rej)oated  every  tliree  or  four  destructive  morbid  actions  as  those  vhki 
hours  until  tlic  sym]it<>ms  be^'in  to  subside.  ]>roducc  suppurative  inflammation  of  t^ 
The  exhiiiition  of  pur:;atives  a!on^  with  the  uterine  veins,  and  of  the  ovaria  andfidlopiu 
calikuiel  till  the  bowels  arc  fieely  evacuated,  tubes,  and  gangrenous  softening  of  the  wiUi 
is  always  of  the  utmost  c(insequence.  There  of  the  uterus.  The  greater  number  of  C^k 
are  cnmparatively  few  cases  in  which  it  is  c:u«e8  will,  1  fear,  ajways  terminate  faUEy 
nece-'S.-u-y  to  have  recourse  to  a  sccoml  bleed-  whate\er  plan  of  treatment  be  adopted  :  tbe 
ih:;  fmm  the  arm.  and  whire  the  projiriety  of  lesions  discovered  by  morbid  anatomy  haw 
this  i»  indicated  by  an  im]»erfict  relief,  or  rendered  this  too  obvious.  The  frymptOBS 
renewal  of  ]iuin,  the  (jU.mtity  of  blood  taken  in  these  cases  from  the  commencement  hatt 
nv^ay  seldom  ou^ht  to  exceed  tiftecn  oumres.  generally  bi'cn  such  as  to  coutraindicate  the 
The  <[U.-intity  which  re(pnres  to  be  withdrawn  Udc  of  general  blood- letting.  Where  the  iv- 
in  the  first  ble<-din^  seldom  exceeds  .^xv.  action  at  the  invasion  of  the  inflamnutSNi 
and  in  the  second  ,^\ v. ;  but  there  are  excep.  has  het*n  violent,  and  venesection  has  beca 
tions  to  this,  ami  cas<*s  of  pueqieral  perito-  employed,  the  relief  obtained  has  only  been 
nitis  undoubtetlly  have  occurred  in  which  temporary,  if  at  all  experienced ;  in  soar, 
more  cojiious  dejdetion  was  had  recourse  to  blood  would  not  flow  when  a  vein  wis 
with  itecided  advanta^.  Where  the  pulse  opened  in  tlie  arm  ;  and  in  a  few  others,  the 
has  l>ecome  much  more  rapid  and  feeble  abstraction  of  only  a  few  ounces  has  pro- 
after  the  first  bhrding,  and  the  strength  has  duccd  alarming  faintneas.  M'hen  the  local 
appeared  to  I/e  nmch  impaired,  even  if  the  pain  is  severe,  which  it  seldom  is,  leeches 
uterine  juin  continues,  blood  should  not  be  and  warm  fomentations  seem  to  be  the 
drawn  a  s<-cond  lime  from  the  arm.  Six  or  appropriate  remedies;  but  as  I  hare  already 
eight  hours  after  the  first  bleeding,  should  stated,   we   ]K)s»ess   none  which   eflTcctnaOr 


the  pain  i;ontinue  undiminibhed  in  violence,     control  the  progress  of  deep-seated 

and  the  p'lUebe  full  and  not  very  rapid,  nnd     mation  of  the  uterus.     Some  foreign  phy- 

the  &trcn(:th  of  the  patient  but  \\uVc  \in-     uc\ans  are,  however,  of  a  coatxanr  opinioB, 
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and  are  satisfied  that  we  possess  a  powerful  to  produce  some  check  on  the  disease,  it 

remedy,  even  in  the  worst  cases,  in  mercury  must  not  be  imag^ined  that  it  is  possible  to 

employed   so  as   to   excite   salivation.     In  fix  it  in  precise  terms.     In  one  subject,  six- 

eevcral   cases   of   uterine   phlebitis    I    have  teen  or  twenty  ounces  may  produce  as  great 

pushed  this  remedy,  by  inunction,  to  a  great  an  effect  as  thirty  or  forty  in  another ;  and 

extent,  and  brought  the  system  under  the  the  best  rule  is  to  bleed  until  we  have  proof 

influence  of  mercury  in  less  than  24  hours ;  that   the    effect    is    produced.     The    most 

yet  the  progress  of  the  symptoms  was  not  decisive    and    least    equivocal    proofs  are, 

arrested,  and  the  patients  died  as  others  had  fainting,    either    approaching    or    actually 

done  where  the  remedy  had  not  been  admi-  come  on,  and  abatement  or  entire  cessation 

nistered.     In  other  cases  I  have  employed  of  pain  in  the  belly.     If  one  blood-letting 

mercury  to  a  great  extent  internally,  without  be  not  succeeded  by  one  or  other  of  these 

the  slightest  benefit ;  and  it  may  justly  be  effects,  a  second,  third,  or  even  a  fourth,  at 

doubted,  from  the  results  of  M.Desormeaux's  the  interval  of  even  a  few  hours,  ought  to 

practice,  whether  or  not  it  possesses  the  in-  be  practised.     This  ia  the  manner  in  which 

fluence  M.  Tonell^  supposes;  for  of  forty-  Hey  and  Armstrong  appear  to  have  practised 

three  cases  where  mercury  was  used  as  the  blood-letting,  rather   dian   by  one  copious 

chief  remedy,  only  fourteen  recovered.     In  evacuation ;    and  in  some  instances  fifty, 

the  latter  stages  of    inflammation   of  the  sixty,  or  even  eighty,  ounces  of  blood  were 

deep-seated  structures   of  the   uterus,   the  lost  before  the  disease  b^^n  to  yield.     In 

great  depression  of  the  powers  of  the  system  one  of  Armstrong's  cases,  fifty  ounces  were 

renders  the  liberal  adminbtration  of  stimu-  drawn  in  three  operations ;  and  in  another, 

lants  necessary  ;  and  in  a  few  cases  of  uterine  by  four  copious  bleedings  and  two   small 

phlebitis  the  lives  of  the  patients  a])pearcd  ones,   eighty  ounces  were  lost  before  the 

to  be  preserved  by  them.  abdominal  inflammation  was  subdued.     In 

In  the  Elements  of  the  Practice  of  Physic,  like  manner,  in  one  of  Hey's  cases,  thirty 

by  Dr.  Craigie,  there  is  contained  the  fol-  ounces  within  the  first  four  hours  were  taken 

lowing  excellent  account  of  blood-letting  in  at  one  blood-letting ;  at  a  second,  ten ;  and 

uterine  inflammation.     You  will  see  that  he  at  a  third,   eleven  —  fifty-one  before  the 

has  recommended  a   much   more  vigorous  symptoms  of  abdominal  soreness  had  abated ; 

application  of  it  than  I  have  done ;  and  pro«  yet,  as  pain  returned,  fifteen  more  ounces 

bably  he  is  right  in  this,  and  that  I  would  were    tidcea    from    the    arm,   and    a    few 

have  been  more  successful  if  I  had  been  more  from  the  belly,   by  cupping  and  leeches. 

energetic  in  the  use  of  the  remedy.  In   another   case   twenty-five  ounces  were 

"Tliat  blood-letting  is  a  powerful  and  drawn  at  the  first;  after  the  interval  of  a 
effectual  remedy  is  shown,  not  only  by  the  few  moments  nine  ounces  more ;  and  before 
experience  of  Uulme,  Leake,  and  Gordon,  the  arm  was  finally  tied  up  six  ounces  more  ; 
but  more  recently  by  that  of  Hey  and  — making  in  all  forty  ounces,  after  which 
Armstrong.  But,  in  order  that  it  be  the  patient  became  faint,  and  the  pulse  fell 
effectual,  two  things  are  requisite:  first,  from  112  to  88;  yet  pain  recurred,  and  was 
that  it  be  carried  to  sufficient  length ;  and  relieved  permanently  only  by  taking  eight 
secondly,  that  it  be  practised  as  early  as  ounces  more  about  six  hours  after.  In 
possible,  at  the  commencement,  or  at  least  another  (22d)  twenty-four  ounces  were  taken 
within  the  first  twenty,  in  many  within  the  at  the  first,  with  the  effect  of  causing  faint- 
first  twelve,  hours  of  the  disease.  On  the  ness  and  reduction  of  the  pulse  from  100 
quantity  of  blood  .to  be  taken  a  great  revo-  to  72,  and  about  twelve  hours  after,  in 
lution  has  taken  place  in  this  and  other  in-  consequence  of  the  pain  returning,  twelve 
flanimatory  disorders.  Thus,  Hulme  and  ounces  more,  in  all  thirty-six.  In  a  fourth 
I^ake  talk  of  eight  or  ten  ounces  as  a  great  case,  (25th,)  five  hours  after  the  first  sensa- 
bleeding,  which  will  do  much  good ;  whereas  tions  of  pain,  thirty-three  ounces  were  taken 
Gordon  carried  it  to  twenty  or  twenty-four  :  from  a  large  orifice,  and  quickly,  with  the 
and  as  all  his  patients  who  were  blooded  to  effect  of  removing  soreness  and  pain,  but 
that  extent  in  the  beginning  bad  speedy  and  without  causing  fainting,  and  about  twelve 
perfect  recoveries  he  did  not  think  it  ex-  hoars  after  twenty  ounces  ere  the  symptoms 
pcdieut  to  carry  it  further.  It  is  different  of  the  disease  were  sensibly  abated.  In 
with  Armstrong  and  Hey,  the  former  of  short,  the  simplest  rule  is  to  detract  blood 


fitty-two   ounces   v-:im; ;   anu   i   lu—  w  uic  pam  «  renered,  or  the  patient  begins  to 

necessary   to   detract  forty  ounces  from  *  fcint.     In   some  cases   the   puhw  remains 

plethoric  young  woman  at  once,  with  the  «Ddnnged,  or,  iattttd  of  bea>ming  slower, 

best  effect,  in  puerperal  fever.    Bat  though  ■>«f0^  qmckcr;  end  then  it  is  best  to  bo 

I  mention  these  fects  to  gi^c  some  idea  of  golded  by  the  approech  or  occurrence  of 

the  quantity  requisite  to  i  ^eviattjnofi>ainjandintl« 
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where  syncope  or  faintncss  follows  the  blood-  paired,  a  second   reneiectioii  to  te 

lctting,'it  iiicrcui»es  the  salutary  effect.    In  no  above  stated  maj  be  ordcfed,  noc  odt  via 

case  of  inflammation  of  the  peritoneal  (surface  safety   but    with   decided  advnta|e.    1W 

of  the  uterus  and  peritoneal  sac  have  I  seen  fl^reat   mortality   whidi  liM  tduB  pher  a 

any  bad  consequence  to  result  from  depletion  this  and  in  the   other  Tarietia  of  vtnr 

carried  to  this  extent,  and  in  many,  from  its  inflammation  certainlj  cannot  be  aoifiari 

early  use,  the  force  of  the  disease  lias  at  once  to  the  abuse  of  blood -Ictcingv  for  yga  «i 

been  completely  broken,   which  could   not  obser^'C    in     the     tables    that    the   |RBr 

have  been  the  case   had  tliC    intlammation  number  of  those    patients   who  «cn  Uei 

been  erysipelatous  or  of  a  specitic  nature,  early  and  copionslj  rrcorered,  and  Ait  mm 

In  reflectin.i;  upon  the  cases  contained  in  the  of  those  who  died  were  either  not  bledstiL 

accompanying    tables,    and   observing    the  or  very  late  and  sparing^ j,  or  took  •&■■- 

number  which  tenniuated  fatally,   it  is  ini-  lants.     After  the  violence  of  the  attick  ha 

possible  to  avoid  the  conclusion,  that  some  been  subdued,  it  is  proper  to  coutiaig  Qi 

patients  were  lo»t  from  the  want  of  active  uscof  the  mercury,  but  in  diminished  don. 

depletion    at    the    commencement   of    the  two  groins  instead  of  five  every  four  or  a 

att.iek.     In  many,  the  disease  had  been  fully  hours,  combined    with    opium   or  Dowi 

formed  twenty-four  hours  or  longer  before  the  powder,  will  be  sufficient,  and  this  sSooU  bi 

patients  were  seen, and  then  blood-letting  was  continued    until    the    mouth    becuoiei  i^ 

employed  so  sparingly  as  to  e3:crt  no  influence  fected,  or   until  the    uterine  tcnderncM  W 

on  the  progress  of  the  disc^abc.     When  the  greatly  relieved.  The  object  in  adminutefni 

attack  of  peritoneal  inflammation  is  violent,  mercury  in  uterine  inflammation  istkcnm 

and  when  the  pain  is  but  slightly  relieved,  as  in  iritis;  to  remove  the  ooogcatcdaBia* 

the  venesection  nhould  be  followed  without  flamed  state  of  the  vessels  of  the 

loss  of  time  by  the  a]iplicution  of  one,  two,  and  to  prevent  the  disease  from 

or    three   dozen   of   leeches   to   the   hyjK)-  by  efl'usion,  when  all  remedies 

gastrium,  ]in.iportioiiiiig  their  number  to  the  unavailing.   Blood-letting,  general  aadka. 

nrL'cncy  of  the  sympttJius.  When  the  leeches  the  exhibition  of  mercury  with  opiates  mi 

have  fallen  off.  the  bleeding  from  their  bites  purgatives,  are  the  principal  means  wikivt 

bhould  be  encouraged  by  warm  fomentations,  possess  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  poe* 

or  by  a  thin  warm  linseed  meal  poultice,  peral  peritonitis,   and  they  <^lcn  cfarck  ik 

which  should  be  frequently  renewed  while  progress  of  the  disease,      fiat  ihcy  hsft  lott 

the  blecdinc:  continues.     At  the  same  time  infl uencc  over  inflammation  of  the  veiH,as- 

flve  grains  uf  calomel  should  be  administered  sorbents,  and  muscular  coat  of  the  utsvL 

in  combination  with  five  gntins  of  James's  and  1  am  not  aware  of  the  ejiutence  of  Bf 

]>owder.  and  gr.  i^s.  or  gr.  ii.  of  opium,  or  means  by  which  it  is  possible  for  us  to  Aap 

with   six  or  ei;;ht  of  Dover's  powder,  and  the  progress,  or  counteFact  the  eflects,  of fa-i 

tliis  should  be  repeated  every  three  or  four  destructive  morbid  actiona  as  those  «U 

hours  until  the  symptoms  begin  to  subside,  produce   suppurative   iw<l«minatifm  of  tfas 

The  exhihition  of  purgatives  along  with  the  uterine  veins,  and  of  the  ovaria  andfrOofsn 

calomel  til]  the  bowels  are  freely  evacuated,  tubes,  and  gangrenous  softening  (^tltt  wA 

is  always  of  the  utmost  consequentre.    Tliere  of  the  uterus.     The  greater  number  of  ^n 

are  cnm]iurative1y  few  cases  in  which  it  is  cases  will,  1  fear,  always  tenninate  tell 

nece><ary  to  have  recourse  to  a  second  bleed-  whatever  plan  of  treatment  be  adopted  :  tk 

ing  from  the  arm,  and  where  the  projiriety  of  lesions  discovered  by  morbid  anatomv  hvc 

tliis  is  indicattd  by  an  imperfict  relief,  or  rendered  this  too  obviona.     The  ■imutiiSM 

renewal  of  pain,  the  quantity  of  bloo<l  taken  in  these  cases  from  the  comroencement  ta« 

away  seldom  ought  to  exceed  fifteen  ounces.  gcneraUy  been  such  as  to  contraindicalc  tk 

The  quantity  which  requires  to  be  withdrawn  use  of  general  blood-letting,     ^('beie  thr  n- 


in  the  first  bleeding  seldom  exceeds  ^xxv.  action  at  the  invasion  of  the  ini 

and  intliesecund  ^xv. ;  but  there  are  exccp-  has  been  violent,  and  venesection  hm 

tions  to  this,  and  cases  of  pueqieral  perito-  employed,  the  relief  obtained  has  only 

nitis  undoubtedly  have   occurred  in  which  temporary,  if  at  all  experienced ;  m 

more  coj)ious  depletion  was  had  recourse  to  blood   would    not  flow   when   a  veia  «« 

with  decided  advantage.     Where  the  pulse  opened  in  t)ie  arm ;  and  in  a  frw  ethos,  lb 

has   become   much   more  rapid  and  feeble  abstraction  of  only  a  frw  ounces  has  pto> 

after  the  first  bleeding,  and  the  strength  has  duced  alarming  fsintnesi.     ^Then  the  Jnl 

a)>i»care4l  to  be  much  impaired,  even  if  the  pain  is  severe,  which  it  seldom  is.  Icccha 

uterine  pnin  continues,  blood  should  not  be  and  warm  fomentations   aerm    to    be  ifa 

drawn  a  ^eeond  time  from  the  arm.     Six  or  appropriate  remedies ;  but  as  I  have  alrcad|r 

eight  hours  after  the  fir>t  bleeding,  should  stated,  we   possess  none  whidi   cflectuaDT 


the  pain  continue  undiminished  in  violence,     control  the  progress  of  deep*i 

anil  the  pul<>c>be  full  and  not  very  rapid,  and     mation  of  the  uterus.     Sonse  foniga  pkf- 

ihe  strength  of  the  patient  but  little  im-     sicians  are,  however,  of  a  contnry 
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and  are  satisfied  that  we  possess  a  powerful  to  produce  some  check  on  the  disease,  it 
remedy,  even  in  the  worst  cases,  in  mercury  must  not  be  imagined  that  it  is  possible  to 
employed   so  as   to   excite   salivation.     In  fix  it  in  precise  terms.     In  one  subject,  six- 
several  cases   of  uterine   phlebitis   1   have  teen  or  twenty  ounces  may  produce  as  great 
pushed  this  remedy,  by  inunction,  to  a  great  an  effect  as  thirty  or  forty  in  another ;  and 
extent,  and  brought  the  system  under  the  the  best  rule  is  to  bleed  until  we  have  proof 
influence  of  mercury  in  less  than  24  hours ;  that   the    effect    is    produced.     The    most 
yet  the  progress  of  the  symptoms  was  not  decisive    and    least    equivocal    proofs  are, 
arrested,  and  the  patients  died  as  others  had  fainting,     either    approaching    or    actually 
done  where  the  remedy  had  not  been  admi-  come  on,  and  abatement  or  entire  cessation 
nistered.     In  other  cases  I  have  employed  of  pain  in  the  belly.     If  one  blood-letting 
mercury  to  a  great  extent  internally,  without  be  not  succeeded  by  one  or  other  of  these 
the  slightest  benefit ;  and  it  may  justly  be  effects,  a  second,  third,  or  even  a  fourth,  at 
doubted,  from  the  results  of  M.Desormeaux 'a  the  interval  of  even  a  few  hours,  ought  to 
practice,  whether  or  not  it  possesses  the  in-  be  practised.     This  ia  the  manner  in  which 
fluence  M.  Tonelld  supposes ;  for  of  forty-  Hey  and  Armstrong  appear  to  have  practised 
three  cases  where  mercury  was  used  as  the  blood-letting,  rather  than  by  one  copious 
chief  remedy,  only  fourteen  recovered.     In  evacuation ;    and   in  some  instances  fifty, 
the  latter  stages   of    inflammation   of  the  sixty,  or  even  eighty,  ounces  of  blood  were 
deep-seated  structures   of  the   uterus,   the  lost  before  the  disease  b^an  to  yield.     In 
great  depression  of  the  powers  of  the  system  one  of  Armstrong's  cases,  fifty  ounces  were 
renders  the  liberal  administration  of  stimu-  drawn  in  three  operations  ;  and  in  another, 
lants  necessary  ;  and  in  a  few  cases  of  uterine  by  four  copious  bleedings  and  two  small 
phlebitis  the  lives  of  the  patients  appeared  ones,   eighty  ounces  were  lost  before  the 
to  be  preserved  by  them.  abdominal  inflammation  was  subdued.     In 

In  the  Elements  of  the  Practice  of  Physic,  like  manner,  in  one  of  Hey's  cases,  thirty 

by  Dr.  Craigie,  there  is  contained  the  fol-  ounces  within  the  first  four  hours  were  taken 

lowing  excellent  account  of  blood-letting  in  at  one  blood-letting;  at  a  second,  ten;  and 

uterine  inflammation.     You  will  see  that  he  at  a  third,   eleven  —  fifty-one  before  the 

has  recommended  a   much   more  vigorous  symptoms  of  abdominal  soreness  had  abated ; 

application  of  it  than  I  have  done ;  and  pro-  yet,  as  pain  returned,  fifteen  more  ounces 

bably  he  is  right  in  this,  and  that  I  would  were    tidcen    from    the    arm,   and    a    few 

have  been  more  successful  if  I  had  been  more  from  the  belly,   by   cupping  and  leeches. 

energetic  in  the  use  of  the  remedy.  In   another   case   twenty-five  ounces  were 

''Tliat  blood-letting  is  a  powerful  and  drawn  at  the  first ;  after  the  interval  of  a 
effectual  remedy  is  shown,  not  only  by  the  few  moments  nine  ounces  more ;  and  before 
experience  of  Uulme,  Leake,  and  Gordon,  the  arm  was  finally  tied  up  six  ounces  more  ; 
but   more   recently  by  that    of    Hey  and  — making  in  all  forty  ounces,  after  which 
Armstrong.     But,    in    order    that    it    be  the  patient  became  faint,  and  the  pulse  fell 
effectual,   two   things  are  requisite:    first,  from  112  to  88;  yet  pain  recurred,  and  was 
that  it  be  carried  to  sufficient  length ;  and  relieved   permanently  only  by  taking  eight 
secondly,    that  it  be  practised  as  early   as  ounces  more  about  six   hours  after.      In 
possible,  at  the  commencement,  or  at  least  another  (22d)twenty-four  ounces  were  taken 
within  the  first  twenty,  in  many  wiUiin  the  at  the  first,  with  the  effect  of  causing  faint- 
first  twelve,  hours  of  the  disease.     On  the  ness  and  reduction  of  the  pulse  from  100 
quantity  of  blood.to  be  taken  a  great  revo-  to   72,   and  about  twelve  hours   after,  in 
lution  has  taken  place  in  this  and  other  in-  consequence  of  the  pain  returning,  twelve 
flammatory   disorders.     Thus,   Hulme  and  ounces  more,  in  all  thirty-six.     In  a  fourth 
Leake  talk  of  eight  or  ten  ounces  as  a  great  case,  (25th,)  five  hours  after  the  first  sensa- 
bleeding,  which  will  do  much  good ;  whereas  tions  of  pain,  thirty-three  ounces  were  taken 
Gordon  carried  it  to  twenty  or  twenty-four  :  from  a  large  orifice,  and  quickly,  with  the 
and  as  all  his  patients  who  were  blooded  to  effect  of  removing  soreness  and  pain,  but 
that  extent  in  the  beginning  had  speedy  and  without  causing  fainting,  and  about  twelve 
perfect  recoveries  he  did  not  think    it  ex-  hours  after  twenty  ounces  ere  the  symptoms 
pcdicnt  to  carry  it  further.     It  is  different  of  the   disease  were  sensibly  abated.     In 
with  Armstrong  and  Hey,  the  former  of  short,  the  simplest  rule  is  to  detract  blood 
whom  occasionsdiy  carried  it  to  thirty  onnoes  qoicUy  and  from  a  large  opening,  till  the 
at  the  first,  and  the  latter  in  one  case  to  pulse  becomes  softer,  or  less  frequent,  or 
fifty-two   ounces   (24th) ;   and   I   found  it  the  pain  is  relieved,  or  the  patient  begins  to 
necessary   to   detract  forty  ounces  from  a  ftdnt.     In   some   cases  the  pulse  remains 
plethoric  young  woman  at  once,  with  the  nnchsnged,  or,  instead  of  becoming  slower, 
best  effect,  in  puerperal  fever.     But  though  becomes  quicker ;  and  then  it  is  best  to  be 
I  mention  these  facts  to  give  some  idea  of  guided  by  the  approach  or  occurrence  of 
the  quantity  requisite  to  be  taken  in  order  fidnting,  and  alleiiation  of  pain  ;  and  in  th^ 
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where  syncope  or  faintncss  follows  the  blood-  paired,  a  second  Tenesection  to  the  extent 
letting,  it  increases  the  salutary  effect.  In  no  above  stated  may  be  ordered,  not  only  with 
case  of  ioflammation  of  the  peritoneal  surface  safety  but  with  decided  advantage.  The 
of  the  uterus  and  peritoneal  sac  have  I  seen  great  mortality  which  has  taken  place  in 
any  bad  consequence  to  result  from  depletion  this  and  in  the  other  varieties  of  uterine 
carried  to  this  extent,  and  in  many,  from  its  inflammation  certainly  cannot  be  attributed 
early  use,  the  force  of  the  disease  has  at  once  to  the  abuse  of  blood-letting,  for  yon  will 
been  completely  broken,  which  could  not  observe  in  the  tables  that  the  greater 
have  been  the  case  had  the  inflammation  number  of  those  patients  who  were  bled 
been  erysipelatous  or  of  a  specific  nature,  early  and  copiously  recovered,  and  that  most 
In  reflecting  upon  the  cases  contained  in  the  of  those  who  died  were  either  not  bled  at  all, 
accompanying  tables,  and  observing  the  or  very  late  and  sparingly,  or  took  stimo- 
number  which  terminated  fatally,  it  is  im-  lants.  After  the  violence  of  the  attack  has 
possible  to  avoid  the  conclusion,  that  some  been  subdued,  it  is  proper  to  continue  the 
patients  were  lost  from  the  want  of  active  use  of  the  mercury,  but  in  diminished  doses ; 
depletion  at  the  commencement  of  the  two  grains  instead  of  five  every  four  or  six 
attack.  In  many,  the  disease  had  been  fully  hours,  combined  with  opium  or  Dover's 
formed  twenty-four  hours  or  longer  before  the  powder,  will  be  sufficient,  and  this  should  be 
patients  were  seen,and  then  blood-letting  was  continued  until  the  mouth  becomes  af- 
employed  so  sparingly  as  to  exert  no  influence  fected,  or  until  the  uterine  tenderness  be 
on  the  progress  of  the  disease.  When  the  greatly  relieved.  The  object  in  administering 
attack  of  peritoneal  inflammation  is  violent,  mercury  in  uterine  inflammation  is  theome 
and  when  the  pain  is  but  slightly  relieved,  as  in  iritis ;  to  remove  the  congested  and  in- 
the  venesection  should  be  followed  without  flamed  state  of  the  vessels  of  the  peritoneom, 
loss  of  time  by  the  application  of  one,  two,  and  to  prevent  the  disease  from  terminatiiig 
or  three  dozen  of  leeches  to  the  hypo-  by  cflfusion,  when  all  remedies  are  generally 
gastrium,  proportioning  their  number  to  the  unavailing.  Blood-letting,  general  and  local, 
urgency  of  the  symptoms.  When  the  leeches  the  exhibition  of  mercury  with  opiates  and 
have  fallen  ofl",  the  bleeding  from  their  bites  purgatives,  are  the  principal  means  which  we 
should  be  encouraged  by  warm  fomentations,  possess  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  poer- 
or  by  a  thin  warm  linseed  meal  poultice,  peral  peritonitis,  and  they  oftoi  check  the 
which  should  be  frequently  renewed  white  progress  of  the  disease.  But  they  have  little 
the  bleeding  continues.  At  the  same  time  influence  over  inflammation  of  the  veins,  ah- 
five  grains  of  calomel  should  be  administered  sorbents,  and  muscular  coat  of  the  utenu, 
in  combination  with  five  grains  of  James's  and  I  am  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any 
powder,  and  gr.  iss.  or  gr.  ii.  of  opium,  or  means  by  which  it  is  possible  for  us  to  stop 
with  six  or  eight  of  Dover's  powder,  and  the  progress,  or  counteract  the  effects,  of  such 
this  should  be  repeated  every  three  or  four  destructive  morbid  actions  as  those  which 
hours  until  the  symptoms  begin  to  subside,  produce  suppurative  inflammation  of  the 
The  exhibition  of  purgatives  along  with  the  uterine  veins,  and  of  the  ovaria  and  fallopian 
calomel  til]  the  bowels  are  freely  evacuated,  tubes,  and  gangrenous  softening  of  the  walls 
is  always  of  the  utmost  consequence.  There  of  the  uterus.  The  greater  number  of  that 
are  comparatively  few  cases  in  which  it  is  cases  will,  I  fear,  edwaya  terminate  fatally 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  a  second  bleed-  whatever  plan  of  treatment  be  adopted  :  the 
ing  from  the  arm,  and  where  the  pro])riety  of  lesions  discovered  by  morbid  anatomy  have 
this  is  indicated  by  an  imperfect  relief,  or  rendered  this  too  obvious.  The  symptoms 
renewal  of  pain,  the  quantity  of  blood  taken  in  these  cases  from  the  commencement  have 
away  seldom  ought  to  exceed  fifteen  ounces,  generally  been  such  as  to  contraindicate  the 
The  quantity  which  requires  to  be  withdrawn  use  of  general  blood-letting.  WTiere  the  re- 
in the  first  bleeding  seldom  exceeds  ^xxv.  action  at  the  invasion  of  the  inflammation 
and  in  the  second  ^xv. ;  but  there  are  excep-  has  been  violent,  and  venesection  has  been 
tions  to  this,  and  cases  of  puerperal  perito-  employed,  the  relief  obtained  has  only  been 
nitis  undoubtedly  have  occurred  in  which  temporary,  if  at  all  experienced ;  in  some, 
more  copious  depletion  was  had  recourse  to  blood  would  not  flow  when  a  vein  was 
with  decided  advantage.  Where  the  pulse  opened  in  the  arm ;  and  in  a  few  others,  the 
has  become  much  more  rapid  and  feeble  abstraction  of  only  a  few  ounces  has  pro- 
after  the  first  bleeding,  and  the  strength  has  duced  alarming  faintneas.  When  the  local 
appeared  to  be  much  impaired,  even  if  the  pain  is  severe,  which  it  seldom  is,  leeches 
uterine  pain  continues,  blood  should  not  be  and  warm  fomentations  seem  to  be  the 
drawn  a  second  time  from  the  arm.  Six  or  appropriate  remedies ;  but  as  I  have  already 
eight  hours  after  the  first  bleeding,  should  stated,  we  possess  none  which  effectually 
the  pain  continue  undiminished  in  violence,  control  the  progress  of  deep-seated  inflam- 
and  the  pulse  be  full  and  not  very  rapid,  and  mation  of  the  uterus.  Some  foreign  phy- 
the  strength  of  the  patient  but  Uttle  im-  sicians  are,  however,  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
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and  are  satisfied  that  we  possess  a  powerful    to  produce  some  check  on  the  disease,  it 
remedy,  even  in  the  worst  cases,  in  mercury    must  not  be  imagined  that  it  is  possible  to 
emplojred  so  as  to  excite  salivation.     In  fix  it  in  precise  terms.     In  one  subject,  six- 
several  cases   of  uterine   phlebitis   I   have  teen  or  twenty  ounces  may  produce  as  great 
pushed  this  remedy,  by  inunction,  to  a  great  an  effect  as  thirty  or  forty  in  another ;  and 
extent,  and  brought  the  system  under  the  the  best  rule  is  to  bleed  until  we  have  proof 
influence  of  mercury  in  less  than  24  hours ;  that   the    effect    is    produced.     The    most 
3ret  the  progress  of  the  symptoms  was  not  decisive    and    least    equivocal    proofs  are, 
arrested,  and  the  patients  died  as  others  had  ftunting,    either    approaching    or    actually 
done  where  the  remedy  had  not  been  admi-  come  on,  and  abatement  or  entire  cessation 
nistered.     In  other  cases  I  have  employed  of  pain  in  the  belly.     If  one  blood-letting 
mercury  to  a  great  extent  internally,  without  be  not  succeeded  by  one  or  other  of  these 
the  slightest  benefit ;  and  it  may  justly  be  effects,  a  second,  third,  or  even  a  fourth,  at 
doubted,  from  the  results  of  M.Desormeaux's  the  interval  of  even  a  few  hours,  ought  to 
practice,  whether  or  not  it  possesses  the  in-  be  practised.     This  is  the  manner  in  which 
fluence  M.  Tonell^  supposes ;  for  of  forty-  Hey  and  Armstrong  appear  to  have  practised 
three  cases  where  mercury  was  used  as  the  blood-letting,  rather  than   by  one  copious 
chief  remedy,  only  fourteen  recovered.     In  evacuation ;    and  in  some  instances  fifty, 
the  latter  stages  of   inflammation   of  the  sixty,  or  even  eighty,  ounces  of  blood  were 
deep-seated  structures  of  the  uterus,   the  lost  before  the  disease  began  to  yield.     In 
great  depression  of  the  powers  of  the  system  one  of  Armstrong's  cases,  fifty  ounces  were 
renders  the  liberal  administration  of  stimu-  drawn  in  three  operations ;  and  in  another, 
lants  necessary  ;  and  in  a  few  cases  of  uterine  by  four  copious  bleedings  and  two  small 
pUebitis  the  lives  of  the  patients  appeared  ones,   eighty  ounces  were  lost  before  the 
to  be  preserved  by  them.  abdominal  inflammation  was  subdued.     In 
In  Uie  Elements  of  the  Practice  of  Physic,  like  manner,  in  one  of  Hey's  cases,  thirty 
by  Dr.  Craigie,  there  is  contained  the  fol-  ounces  within  the  first  four  hours  were  taken 
lowing  excellent  account  of  blood-letting  in  at  one  blood-letting ;  at  a  second,  ten ;  and 
uterine  inflammation.     You  will  see  that  he  at  a  third,   eleven  —  fifty-one  before  the 
has  recommended  a  much  more  vigorous  symptoms  of  abdominal  soreness  had  abated ; 
application  of  it  than  I  have  done ;  and  pro-  yet,  as  pain  returned,  fifteen  more  ounces 
faiably  he  is  right  in  this,  and  that  I  would  were    tidccn    from    the    arm,   and    a    few 
have  been  more  successful  if  I  had  been  more  from  the  belly,   by  cupping  and  leeches, 
energetic  in  the  use  of  the  remedy.  In   another   case   twenty-five  ounces  were 
'*  Hiat  blood-letting  is  a  powerful   and  drawn  at  the  first ;  after  the  interval  of  a 
effectoal  remedy  is  shown,  not  only  by  the  few  moments  nine  ounces  more ;  and  before 
experience  of  Hulme,  Leake,  and  Gordon,  the  arm  was  finally  tied  up  six  ounces  more  ; 
but  more  recently  by  that    of    Hey  and  — making  in  all  forty  ounces,  after  which 
Armstrong.    But,    in    order    that    it    be  the  patient  became  faint,  and  the  pulse  fell 
effectual,  two  things  are  requisite:    first,  from  112  to  88;  yet  pain  recurred,  and  was 
that  it  be  carried  to  sufficient  length ;  and  relieved   permanently  only  by  taking  eight 
secondly,   that  it  be  practised  as  early  as  ounces  more  about   six   hours  after.      In 
possible,  at  the  commencement,  or  at  least  another  (22d)  twenty-four  ounces  were  taken 
within  the  first  twenty,  in  many  within  the  at  the  first,  with  the  effect  of  causing  faint- 
first  twelve,  hours  of  the  disease.     On  the  ness  and  reduction  of  the  pulse  from  100 
quantity  of  blood.to  be  taken  a  great  revo-  to   72,   and  about  twelve  hours   after,  in 
lution  has  taken  place  in  this  and  other  in-  consequence  of  the  pain  returning,  twelve 
flammatory  disorders.     Thus,   Hulme  and  ounces  more,  in  all  thirty-six.     In  a  fourth 
Leake  talk  of  eight  or  ten  ounces  as  a  great  case,  (25th,)  five  hours  after  the  first  sensa- 
bleeding,  which  will  do  much  good ;  whereas  tions  of  pain,  thirty-three  ounces  were  taken 
Gordon  carried  it  to  twenty  or  twenty-four  :  from  a  large  orifice,  and  quickly,  with  the 
and  as  all  his  patients  who  were  blooded  to  effect  of  removing  soreness  and  pain,  but 
that  extent  in  the  beginning  had  speedy  and  without  causing  fainting,  and  about  twelve 
perfect  recoveries  he  did  not  think    it  ex-  hours  after  twenty  ounces  ere  the  symptoms 
pedient  to  carry  it  further.     It  is  different  of  the   disease  were   sensibly  abated.     In 
with  Armstrong  and  Hey,  the  former  of  short,  the  simplest  rule  is  to  detract  blood 
whom  occasion^ly  carried  it  to  thirty  ounces  quickly  and  from  a  large  opening,  tUl  the 
at  the  first,  and  the  latter  in  one  case  to  pulse  becomes  softer,  or  less  frequent,  or 
flfty-two  ounces  (24th) ;   and   I   found  it  the  pain  is  relieved,  or  the  patient  begins  to 
neoeasary  to  detract  forty  ounces  from  a  famt.     In  some   cases  the  pulse  remains 
plethoric  young  woman  at  once,  with  the  unchanged,  or,  instead  of  becoming  slower, 
beat  effect,  in  puerperal  fever.    But  though  becomes  quicker ;  and  then  it  is  best  to  be 
I  mention  these  facta  to  give  some  idea  of  guided  by  the  approach  or  occurrence  of 
the  quantity  requisite  to  be  taken  in  order  fieiinting,  and  alleviation  of  pain  ;  and  in  th9 
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event  of  this  last  symptom,  with  or  without  a  rule  as  to  the  time  and  period  of  blood- 
quick  pulse  recurring,  it  is  always  wisest  to  letting,  Armstrong  has  divided  the  disease 
repeat  the  evacuation.  If  the  pain  and  into  the  two  stages  of  ezcitemeiit  and  ooU 
soreness  of  the  belly  be  not  removed  or  very  lapse,  in  the  first  of  which  only  this  remedy 
materially  alleviated  in  six  hours,  the  blood-  is  admissible.  But  as  it  may  terminate  in 
letting  ought  to  be  repeated ;  nor  should  a  twenty  hours,  or  extend  to  seventy  in  the 
considerable  degree  of  faintness,  or  even  acute  forms  of  the  disease,  and  is  even  more 
absolute  deliquium  anhnif  warrant  the  opi-  protracted  in  that  which  is  termed  snbacate, 
nion  that  further  blood-letting  is  either  un-  it  is  obvious  that  no  very  precise  rules  can 
safe  or  unnecessary,  so  long  as  pain  of  the  be  derived  from  this  principle.  It  is  also 
belly  continues.  to  be  remembered  that,  in  not  a  few  cases 
"  The  rapid  course  of  this  disease  renders  of  puerperal  fever,  especially  if  attended 
early  blood-letting  of  the  utmost  impor-  with  symptoms  of  uterine  phlebitU,  even 
tance.  It  is  not  well  ascertained  at  what  the  first  or  inflammatory  stage  presents  so 
precise  period  of  the  disorder  the  inflamma-  many  marks  of  languor,  oppression,  and 
tion  may  be  incapable  of  being  rendered  weakness,  that  an  experienced  observer 
amenable  to  suitable  evacuation.  Hey  re-  might  imagine  the  termination  of  the  disease 
marks,  on  this  subject,  that  the  disease  may  to  be  at  hand,  when  blood-letting,  if  not 
terminate  fatally  in  forty-eight,  or  even  in  injurious,  must  at  least  be  useless.  It  is 
twenty-four  hours,  and  he  records  one  in  therefore  indispensable  not  only  to  attend  to 
which  this  took  place  in  less  than  eighteen  the  existing  symptoms,  but  to  inquire  into 
hours.  But  though  these  fiusts  be  of  some  their  previous  course  and  duration.  When 
consequence  in  showing  with  what  promp-  this  has  been  determined,  blood-letting 
titude  remedial  measures  ought  to  be  admi-  should  be  performed,  only  if  pain  of  the 
nistered,  they  do  not  inform  us  how  far  belly  be  still  felt,  if  the  skin  and  extremities 
blood-letting  may  be  expected  to  be  benefi-  are  not  cold  and  moistened  with  sweat,  and 
cial  at  any  given  period  of  the  disease.  The  if  there  be  reason  to  believe  that  effusion 
great  point  is  to  institute  this  remedy  before  has  not  taken  place  or  is  inconsiderabk. 
effusion  of  scro-purulent  fluid  has  taken  If,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  no  pain  but 
place,  or  at  least  before  it  has  gone  to  much  weight  of  the  belly,  if,  with  an  extremdy 
extent ;  but  as  nothing  very  certain  is  known  quick  thready  pulse,  the  extremities  are 
regarding  this,  further  than  that  it  will  take  cold,  and  the  person  covered  partially  with 
place  at  different  periods  in  different  cases,  chill  damp  sweats,  and  if  the  belly  be  dis- 
it  is  manifest  that  no  general  rule  can  be  tinctly  distended  with  much  sero-pumlent 
established,  and  that  the  practitioner  must  fluid,  no  benefit  can  be  expected  from  blood- 
draw  his  conclusions  as  to  the  propriety  of  letting.'' 

using  it,  from  the  history  of  the  case  and  Other  means,  besides  those  now  described, 

the  existing  symptoms.     Hey  states  that  he  have  been  recommended  by  different  authors 

knew  blood-letting  successful  in  a  few  cases  in  the  treatment  of  uterine  inflammation;  sudi 

in  which  a  delay  of  more  than  twenty-four  as  oleum  terebinthinse,  ipecacuan,  digitalis, 

hours  had  been  incurred,  and  he  instances  colchicum,  and  camphor, 

several  of  his  own  cases  in  which  blood-  Since  the  oil  of  turpentine  was  introduced 

letting  was  practised  with  success,  thirty,  into  practice  by  Dr.  Brenan,  the  most  con- 

and  even  forty  hours  after  the  commence-  tradictory  statements  have  been  published 

ment.     This  delay,  however,  ought  never,  respecting  its  effects.     In  a  paper  published 

if  possible,  to  be  permitted  to  take  place,  in  the  Dublin  Hospital  Reports,  Dr.  Douglas 

and  it  is  always  desirable  to  institute  the  observes  that  in  the  epidemical  and  conta- 

evacuation  at  least  within  twelve  hours  from  giouspuerperalfever,5iii. of  theol.  terebinth., 

the  first  sensations  of  pain  in  the  belly.     In  with  an  equal  quantity  of  syrup  and  3vi.  of 

cases    where  earlier    notice  is  given,   this  water,  should  be  given  three  or  four  hours 

evacuation  will  be  more  effectual  the  nearer  after  the  exhibition  of  the  first  dose  of  the 

it  is  performed  to  the  commencement  of  the  calomel ;  and  that  after  the  lapse  of  another 

disease.     The  most  difficult  and  delicate  hour  this  should  be  followed  by  an  ounce  of 

point  b  to  determine  when  it  is  too  late  to  castor  oil,  or  some  other  briskly  purgative 

practise  blood-letting.     It  is  evident  that  medicine.     In  some  instances  the  oil  of  tnr- 

the  longer  it  is  deferred,  the  more  violent  pentine  and  castor  oil  may  be  combined  in 

will  the  disease  become ;  and  as  its  effects  one  draught.    The  internal  ase  of  turpentine 

very  early  begin  to  take  place  in  lymphy  is  not  to  be  repeated  more  than  twice  in  any 

exudation,  and  sero-purulent  effusion  within  case  whatever.      "  In  several  cases,"   Dr. 

the  peritoneum  into  the   substance  of  the  Douglas  adds,  "  where  the  debility  is  very 

ovaries  and   the  fallopian  tubes,  the  great  considerable,  the  local  bleeding  may  also  be 

object  is  either  to  prevent  or  to  arrest  this  omitted  ;  and  in  this  case  a  flannel  cioth, 

process  by  timely  suspension  of  inflamma-  steeped  in  oil  of  turpentine,  should  be  applied 

tory  action .     For  the  purpose  of  establishing  to  the  abdomen,  and  allowed  to  remain  on  Ibr 
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the  tpace  of  fifteen  minates.     This  external  appears,   however,  from  the  statement  of 

application  of  turpentine,  without  either  its  Alphonse  le  Roi,  that  the  recovery  of  so 

interna]  use  or  the  aid  of  bloodletting,  I  have  many  individuals  was  attributed,  without  any 

frequently  experienced  to  be  entirely  effi-  just    ground,    to    the    peculiar    treatment 

cacious  in  curing  puerperal  attacks ;  and  al-  adopt^  ;  for  the  employment  of  ipecacuan 

though  I  have  hitherto  omitted  to  speak  of  and  Kermes  mineral,  according  to  him,  was 

turpentine  for  the  cure  of  the  other  varieties  commenced  by  Doulcet  in  the  lying-in  wards 

of  this  disease,  yet  I  would  not  feel  as  if  I  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  when  the  epidemic  was 

were  doling  justice  to  the  community  if  I  did  ceasing,  but  these  means  were  wholly  in- 

DOt  distinctly  state  that  I  consider  it,  when  efficacious  in  the  months  of  November  and 

judiciously    administered,    more    generally  December,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  fol- 

suitable  and  more  effectually  remedial  than  lowing  year,  when  the  mortality  was  greater 

any  other  medicine  yet  proposed.  I  can  safely  than  in  1780,  before  the  remedy  of  Donlcet 

aver  I  have  seen  women  recover  apparently  was  known.     M.  Tenon  affirms  that  in  1 786 

by  its  influence  from  an  almost  hopeless  the  complicated  puerperal  fever  was  curable 

condition ;  certainly  after  every   hope   of  by  no  means  then  discovered.     From  the 

recovery  under  ordinary  treatment  had  been  intense  pain  of  the  abdomen,  aggravated  by 

relinquished."  the  slightest  pressure  of  the  hand  or  by  com- 

I  have  not  ventured  to  prescribe  in  many  pression   of    the  abdominal  muscles,   and 

instances  the  internal  use  of  ol.  terebinth,  from  the  early  occurrence  of  nausea  and 

either  in  the  superficial  or  deep-seated  inflam-  vomiting  in  the  worst  cases  of  the  disease, 

matory  affections  of  the  uterus  ;  but  when-  emetics  obviouslyappear  to  be  littlecalculated 

ever  this  has  been  done,  it  has  not  only  pro-  for  the  relief  of  the  symptoms,  and  few  en- 

duced  a  renewal  of  the  pain,  but  has  excited  lightened  practitioners  have  employed  them 

the  most  distressing  nausea  and  sickness,  in  this  country  for  the  last  forty  years.    Some 

The  results  of  my  own  observations,  and  those  have  gone  so  fiir,  indeed,  as  to  declare  that 

of  the  most  accurate  observers  in  this  country,  they  are  sufficient  to  produce  inflammation 

coincide  very  nearly  with  those  which  are  where  it  does  not  already  exist,  and  that  their 

described  as  having  taken  place  in  the  prac-  employment  is  not  only  useless,  but  dange- 

tice  of  Dr.  Joseph  Clarke.    **  In  addition  to  rous  and  absurd. 

the  usual  routine  of  practice, ''  he  observes,  Several  distinguished  continental  phy- 
in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Armstrong,  **  numerous  sicians,  as  Hufeland,  Osiander,  and  Desor- 
trials  were  made  of  the  rectified  oil  of  tur-  meaux,  have,  however,  continued  to  employ 
pentine,  in  doses  of  from  six  to  eight  emetics  in  the  treatment  of  puerperal  fever, 
dradims,  sometimes'  in  plain  water,  some-  and  have  supposed  that  they  have  derived 
timet  combined  with  an  equal  quantity  of  benefit  from  their  use.  M.  Tonell^  states 
castor  oil.  The  first  few  doses  were  gene-  that  M.  Desormeaux  first  made  trial  of  them 
rally  agreeable  to  the  patient,  and  seemed  to  about  the  end  of  1828,  and  that  great  ad- 
alleviate  pain.  By  a  few  repetitions  it  be-  vantage  resulted  from  it.  During  the 
came  extremely  nauseous,  and  several  pa-  greater  part  of  the  following  year  they  were 
tients  delared  *  they  would  rather  die  than  again  employed,  but  they  succeeded  in  only 
repeat  the  dose.'  In  more  than  twenty  a  few  isolated  cases,  and  most  frequently 
tnali  of  this  kind  not  a  single  patient  re-  they  entirely  failed ;  they  never,  however, 
covered."  In  favour  of  the  use  of  digitalis  appeared  to  produce  any  aggravation  of  the 
and  ookhicnm  in  puerperal  fever,  little  evi-  pain  or  other  symptoms.  A  new  trial  was 
denoe  that  la  satisfactory  has  hitherto  been  made  of  them  after  this,  and  they  were  again 
■ddnoed.  followed  by  the  most  happy  results.    At  the 

Willis,  White,  and  other  physicians,  em-  commencement  of  September,  1829,  in  the 

ployed  emetics,  and  more  particularly  ipe-  course  of  a  fatal  epidemic,  and  during  a  cold 

cacuan,  in  the  treatment  of  puerperal  fever,  and  moist  season,  emetics  were  again  had  re- 

before  the  year  1782,  when  Doulcet  recom-  course  to  ;  and  for  the  two  months  during 

mended  the  exclusive  use  of  these  remedies  which  this  treatment  was  pursued,  all  the 

at  the  H6tel  Dieu.     Most  exaggerated  re-  sick  were  not  relieved,  but  a  great  number 

porta  of  the  success  of  his  method  of  treat-  were  delivered  from  their  sufferings  as  if  by 

ment  were  speedily  propagated  throughout  enchantment,  and  for  an  instant  there  seemed 

Bwope,  and  many  were  disposed  to  consider  to  be  a  renewal  of  that  brilliant  success  which 

the  remits  at  the  Hdtel  Dieu  as  affording  had  followed  the  adoption  of  this  method  by 

unequivocal  proofs  of  the  power  of  emetics  Doulcet  and  the  physicians  of  the  H6tel 

to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  disease  when  Dieu.    But  at  the  end  of  October  emetica 

ooeorring  in  the   most   malignant   forms,  gradually  lost  their  influence ;   and  towards 

Two  hundred  women  were  represented  as  the  middle  of  November  no  advantage  what- 

liaTiqg  been  saved  to  society  in  the  course  of  ever  was  derived  firom  them.      In  some  of 

one  epidemic  In  Paris,  by  the  administration  the  successful  cases  related  by  M.  Tonelle  it 

of  ipecacuan  at  the  onset  of  the  attack.     It  ought  to  be  observed,  that  forty  leeches,  and 
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warm  cataplasms,  had  been  applied  to  the  repeatedly  tried  the  warm  bath,  bat  without 

hypogastrium  before  the  emetic  was  giveoi  benefit. 

and  in  those  where  the  relief  was  most  de-  Recolin,  Dance,  and  ToneU^,  highly  recom- 
cided  the  ipecacuan  either  produced  a  profuse  mend  the  injection  of  warm  watorinto  the 
perspiration,  or  acted  freely  upon  the  bowels,  Tagina  and  cavity  at  the  utemsy  hj  aiaaai  of 
causing  numerous,  copious,  and  bilious  alvine  an  elastic  gum  fsamila.  Thoie  a^aetiaBi 
evacuations.  It  is  highly  probable,  from  were  repeated  three  or  four  times  in  the 
the  histories  of  the  successful  cases,  that  the  course  of  the  day,  and  they  not  only  washed 
effects  of  the  treatment  were  referrible  rather  away  the  putrid  matters  adhering  to  the 
to  the  action  of  the  ipecacuan  on  the  skin  internal  surface  of  the  organ,  but  they 
and  intestines  than  on  the  stomach,  for  the  appeared  to  relieye  the  irritation  and  inflam- 
relief  experienced  did  not  immediately  follow  mation  of  the  organ  itself.  This  practice  I 
the  vomiting.  M.  Tonell^  admits  that  where  have  seen  followed  by  good  effects,  and  now 
effusion  or  suppuration  had  taken  place,  generally  recommend  it.  In  many  cases  of 
emetics  were  of  no  avail ;  and  he  also  re-  puerperal  fever  severe  irritation  of  the 
lates  a  number  of  cases  in  which  the  appli-  stomach  supervenes  in  the  progress  of  the 
cation  of  leeches  to  the  hypogastrium,  and  the  disease,  and  this  symptom  seems  occasionally 
employment  of  other  antiphlogistic  remedies,  to  be  aggravated  by  anodynes  and  saline 
were  followed  by  speedy  and  complete  re-  effervescing  draughts.  A  drachm  of  sub- 
lief  where  emetics  had  entirely  failed  to  pro-  carbonate  of  potash  should  be  added  to  Jv. 
cure  this.  In  the  milder  forms  of  uterine  of  aquee  menth.  virid.,  and  an  ounce  of  this 
inflammation  (and  many  of  the  cases  related  mixture  given  every  two  or  three  hours, 
by  Tonell^  were  of  tlus  description),  it  is  The  effect  of  this  medicine  in  allaying  the 
highly  probable  that  an  emetic,  which  would  irritability  of  the  stomach  has  been  very 
produce  a  sudden  determination  to  the  skin  remarkable  indeed  in  some  cases  related  to 
and  a  free  action  of  the  intestinal  canal,  me,  but  I  have  often  tried  it  without  deriv- 
would  relieve  the  congested  and  inflamed  ing  any  advantage  from  it.  Should  diarrhoea 
state  of  the  uterus,  and  thus  cut  short  the  take  place  spontaneously,  or  result  from  the 
disease.  I  have  met  with  no  case,  however,  use  of  the  mercury,  it  must  be  moderated 
in  which  I  have  considered  it  safe  to  ad-  by  opium.  The  starch  and  laudanum  clyster 
minister  emetics  in  any  stage  of  the  com-  is  by  far  the  best  mode  of  administering  the 
plaint,  and  I  cannot  conceive  it  possible  for  anod3rne. 

a  case  to  occur  in  which  the  treatment  should        During  the  first  stage  of  uterine  inflam- 

chiefly  or  exclusively  be  conducted  upon  the  mation,  cinchona,  camphor,  and  stima]ants> 

plan  of  Doulcet.  are  wholly  inapplicable  ;  but  when  the  acute 

The  application  of  blisters  to  the  hypogas-  symptoms  have  been  subdued,  and  the 
trium  and  inside  of  the  thighs  and  legs,  has  patient  is  left  in  a  state  of  great  exhaustion, 
often  been  found  advantageous  where  the  quinine,  ammonia,  wine,  and  other  stimu- 
pain  of  the  hypogastrium  has  continued  lants,  sometimes  produce  the  happiest  effects 
severe  after  the  general  and  local  bleeding,  in  rousing  the  powers  of  the  system.  I  can- 
The  external  use  of  the  oleum  terebinthinse  not  too  strongly  urge  the  necessity  of  con- 
has  also  in  some  cases  unquestionably  been  tinuing  to  employ  these  remedies,  and 
followed  by  considerable  relief  of  the  pain  ;  whatever  else  is  judged  useful,  whilst  the 
and  its  effect  is  more  sudden  than  that  of  slightest  hope  of  recovery  can  be  enter- 
a  blister.  tained. 

Both  general  and  local  warm  baths  have  The  importance  of  the  prophylactic  treat- 
been  highly  recommended  by  foreign  practi-  ment  must  be  obvious  from  all  that  has  now 
tioners.  Where  the  skin  was  hot,  the  pain  been  stated.  A  puerperal  woman  ought  to 
moderate,  the  strength  of  the  patient  not  be  as  careful  of  exposing  herself  to  cold  and 
much  depressed,  the  immersion  of  the  whole  fatigue  for  a  week  after  delivery,  and  com- 
body  in  warm  water  was  often  followed  by  mitting  any  imprudence  in  diet,  as  an  indi- 
a  general  perspiration  and  relief  of  all  the  vidual  who  is  recovering  firom  an  attack  of 
symptoms.  On  the  other  hand,  they  state,  continued  fever,  or  inflammation  of  some 
that  when  the  pains  were  excessive,  when  important  organ.  The  administration  of 
there  was  great  anxiety,  a  profuse  general  acrid  cathartics  should  always  be  avoided 
or  partial  perspiration,  the  strength  much  for  some  days  subsequent  to  delivery, 
reduced,  the  respiration  hurried  and  anxious,  After-pains,  if  severe,  should  be  relieved  bj 
and  the  face  red  with  intense  headache,  the  anodynes ;  and  the  lochial  discharge,  when 
patient  could  not  support  the  warm  bath,  scanty,  promoted  by  warm  fomentations 
and  derived  no  benefit  whatever  from  it.  and  poultices  over  the  hypogastrium,  and 
The  hip-bath  was  found  more  generally  other  suitable  means.  The  greatest  care 
useful,  and  was  employed  almost  indis-  should  always  be  taken  daring  the  labour,  if 
criminately  by  M.  Desormeaux  in  all  the  an  operation  is  required,  to  avoid  inflicting 
different  varieties  of  the  disease    I  have  now  any  injury  on  the  uterus. 
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OBSERVATIONS  OK 

MORE  IMPORTANT  DISEASES  OF 

CHILDHOOD. 

Bf  Charlbh  Wibt,  M.D. 

Uember  of  th*  Royal  CoU^e  of  Phyiiciin)  i 

Flitalciui  to  Its  RojPil  Inllniiaiy  tbrChiMren ; 

sad   Pliyiiciui-Accoiicbciu  W  tbc  Finibiur 

DiapnuwT. 

[ContlDDRl  from  P.T43.] 

III.— On  tomt/ormi  nfParal^tu  inci. 

dental  to  Ityfancif  and  Ckildiaod, 
Inhifl  work  on  the  "Nature  Etnd  Treat- 
ment of  the  DUtoitions  to  which  the 
Spine  and  the  Bones  of  the  Chest  are 
subject,"  Mr.  Shaw  devotes  a  chapter 
to  an  "  Enquiry  into  the  causes  of  the 
partial  paraly ats  and  wasting  of  one  of 
the  limbs  during  infency,  which  fre- 
quently [iroduce  Sstortion  of  the  spine." 
He  describes  some  cases  in  which  there 
was  simple  atrophy  of  one  Umb,  un- 
attended with  much  defect  either  in 
the  power  of  motion  or  of  sensation ; 
though  a  measure  of  impairment  in  the 
motive  power  came  on  almost  imper- 
ceptibly SB  the  wasting  of  thu  umb 
grew  hy  degrees  more  and  more  ob- 
vious. In  other  cases  lo  which  he 
alludes,  the  affection  comes  on  suddenly, 
almoet  instantaneously ;  and  the  loss 
of  voluntary  power  over  the  atTccted 
muscles  is  immediate.  Mr.  Shaw  re- 
^rds  cases  of  the  former  kind  as  being 
induced  by  a  deran^d  state  of  the 
bowels;  "the  affection  of  the  brain 
being,  as  it  were,  intermediate  between 
the  disturbance  of  the  bowels  and  the 

EaralvCic  muscles."  Those  of  the  latter 
ind  he  conceives  to  depend  on  asudden 
change  in  the  brain  or  spinal  cord,  or 
in  the  nerves  which  supply  the  affected 
parts;  though  they,  too,  will  often  be 
found  to  be  more  remotely  connected 
with  disordered  digestion.  These  cases 
occur  especially  about  the  period  of 
weaning,  and  are  commonly  ascribed 
to  the  irritation  of  teething;  sometimes 
they  come  on  at  a  late  period  of  child- 
hood, and  are  consequent  on  some 
severe  attack  of  illness,  especially  of 
fever,  or  of  the  exanUiemata.  He 
enters,  however,  into  comparatively 
few  details  on  the  subject,  his  object 
being  rather  to  excite  general  at  "■■■"'"  - 
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eases  of  children  who  noticed  this  affec-  The  greater  part  of  the  essay,  howcrer, 
tion ;  but  he  does  not  attempt  to  discn-  is  occupied,  not  with  details  concern- 
minate  between  those  cases  in  which  in^  the  disorder  itself,  bat  with  re- 
palsy  is  the  result  of  organic  disease  of  marks  on  other  affections  with  which  it 
the  Drain,  and  those  which  depeiid  on  may  be  confounded.  These  are,  either 
less  graye  causes.  He  was  aware,  how-  disease  of  a  joint;  injury  to  a  limb,  as, 
ever,  that  serious  disease  of  the  brain  for  instance, fracture ;  injury  tea nerye, 
was  not  inyariably  present,  and  men-  as  when  the  arm  is  allowed  to  hao^ 
tions  that  such  curable  cases  usually  oyer  the  back  of  a  chair;  oaralysu 
recover  yery  rapidly  under  the  employ-  dependent  on  disease  of  the  Drain  or 
ment  of  brisk  purgatiyes..  spinal  cord,  and  lastly,  arthritis  with 

Feiler,*  relates,  under  the  title  of  suppuration. 

"  Aridura  Crurum,"  a  case  of  atrophy  A  brief  notice  of  paralysis  in  teething 

of  one  lower  extremity  in  a  girl  between  children  is  contained  in  a  recent  num- 

twelye  and  thirteen  years  of  age.    The  ber  of  the  American  Journal  of  the 

patient  was  greatly  benefited  by  fric-  Medical  Sciences,  by  Mr.  G.  Colmer. 

tion  and  various  stimulant  applications  The  writer,  whose  communication  does 

to  the  wasted  limb,  and  to  tne  loins;  not  exceeda  few  lines,  mentions  having 

but  the  observation  is  related  as  an  seen  a  child  so  affected  in  a  village 

isolated  instance  of  an    affection    to  through  which  he  i)as8ed,  and  states 

which  nothing   analogous  had  since  that  the  inhabitants  informed  him  that 

come  under  his  notice.  several  infants  in  the  neighbourhood 

In  Dr.  Marshall  Hall's  work,  ^*  On  had  suffered  in  a  similar  manner, 

the  Diseases  and  Derangement  of  the  Dr.    M^Cormack,    of    Belfast,    has 

Nervous  System,"  are  some  brief  re-  published  in  the  Lancet  for  May  27, 

marks  on  paralysis  from  dentition,!  1843,  some  remarks  on  Infantile  Fara- 

together  with  the  particulars  of  a  verj  plegia.    He  relates  two  cases  of  the 

interesting  case  of  the  disease.    His  disease  affecting  both  lower  extrenutia 

observations,  however,  are  rather  sug-  in  children ;  but  the  history  of  each  ii 

gestive,  and  he  enters  into  no  details  very  deficient  in  detail.     He  inclines  to 

on  the  subject.  the  opinion  that  this  impaired  power 

Dr.  Henry  Kennedy,  (  has  written  a  over  the  lower  extremities  arises  from 

valuble  paper  on  the  subject  of  Infan-  concussion  of  the  spinal  cord,  or  from 

tile  Paralysis.    He  seems  to  be  most  injury  to  the  sciatic  nerve,  and  does  not 

familiar  with  the  affection  as  it  occurs  appear  to  have  met  with  any  case  in 

in  the  infant  at  the  breast ;  in  whom  which  either  upper  extremity  suffered 

the  upper  extremity  is  in  his  opinion  a  similar  loss  ot  motor  power, 

most  frequently  attacked.     He  notices  It  w^ill  be  my  aim  in  this  paper  to 

the  suddenness  of  the  seizure,  and  its  supply  in  some  slieht  degree  the  ab- 

occurrence  during  apparently  perfect  scnce  of  detail  with  reference  to  thk, 

health.    He  farther  remarks,  that  the  and  other  similar  paralytic  affections, 

lower  extremity  is  sometimes  affected  by  relating  the  particulars  of  some  of 

in  a  similar  manner ;  that  sometimes  in-  the  cases  which  have  come  under  mj 

stead  of  being  paralysed  he  has  seen  it  own  notice. 

contracted  and  drawn  up  close  to  the  In  doing  this  it  is  my  intention  to 
body ;  and  that  in  some  instances  not  leave  out  of  consideration  those  cases 
only  is  the  power  of  motion  eone,  but  in  which  certain  limbs  or  certain 
the  sensibility  of  the  affected  limb  is  muscles  become  palsied  during  the 
greatly  increased,  the  child  crying  on  progress  of  organic  diseases  of  the 
tne  slightest  touch.  Derangement  of  brain  or  spinal  cord.  Palsy  from  such 
the  bowels,  and  the  irritation  of  teeth-  a  cause  is  less  common  during  child- 
in^,  are  the  two  causes  to  which  he  hood  than  in  the  adult,  though 
thinks  the  disorder  may  usually  be  re-  instances  of  it  are  by  no  means  unusual, 
ferred ;  but  he  has  also  seen  it  occur  Thus,  durinc^  the  past  summer,  a  girl, 
after  remittent  fever.  Lancing  the  aged  about  three  years,  was  brought  to 
gums,  purging,  and  alterative  remedies,  me  suffering  from  hemiplegia,  with 
are  the  chief  means  which  he  recom-  very  marked  reflex  movements  of  ^e 
mends  for  the  cure  of  this  affection,  palsied  limbs,  induced  by  the  spinal 
■ marrow  having  become  affected  in  the 

+  ib?S!?w.*^^''*   Suhbacb  1814,  p.  860.  progress  of  scrofulous  disease  of  the 
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is  at  the  present  moment  under  my  The  left   arm   measures,  from  the 

care,  in  wliom  all  the  indications  of  acromion  to  the  end   of  the  radius, 

cerebral  tubercle  exist,  and  in  whom  14^  inches;  rie^ht,  13  inches. 

the  motor  power  of  one  side  of  the  body  The  girth  oi  the  left  arm  at  the  mid- 

is  very  considerably  impaired.   In  both  die  of  the  humerus,  5}  inches;  right, 

of  these  instances,  as  well  as  in  many  5  inches, 

others  which  might  be  adduced,  the  From  the  left  trochanter  to  the  heel, 

paralysis  is  only  a  secondary  incident,  24  inches ;  right,  22|  inches. 

merely  a  symptom  betokening  the  ad-  The  rieht  leg  and  thigh  measured 

vanccs  of  a  grave  and  incurable  malady ;  considerably  less  in  circumference  than 

and  to  enter  upon  their  examination  the  left;  but  I  have  not  preserved  an 

would  be  forei^  to  the  present  purpose,  account  of  their  exact  dimensions. 

It  may  pemaps  be   convenient  to  A  similar  case,  but  one  in  which  the 

firrange  these  cases  in  three  classes ;  of  deformity  was  still  more  marked,  came 

which—  under  my  notice  some  months  since  at 

ThefirttviHl  include  those  instances  the  FinsDury  Dispensary.   The  patient 

in  which  the  paralysis  was  congenital,  in  this  instance  was  a  girl  aged  eighteen 

7'ke  iecond,  those  in  which  it  accom-  years,  in  whom  not  only  were  tne  left 

panied  or  followed  convulsions,  or  other  extremities  much  shorter  and  smaller 

symptoms  of  cerebral  disorder.  than  the  right,  but  the  left  half  of  the 

The  third,  those  in  which  the  para-  face  also  was  very  much  smaller  than 

lysis  occurred  without  any  indication  the  right.    The    parent   of  the    giii 

of  cerebral  disease.  stated  that  the  inequality  in  size  of  the 

1st.  Cases  of  congenital  paralysis.  two  halves  of  the  body  had  existed 

Rebecca  Swan,  aged  eight  years,  19,  from  earliest  infancy,  and  had  not  suc- 

Rcgent  Street,  Poplar,  one  of  ten  chil-  ceeded  to  a  fit  or  any  other  indication 

dren,  of  whom  nine  are  still  living,  of  acute  cerebral  disease.  The  left  side 

One  died  at  the  age  of  two  months,  but  was  weak,  and  motion  imperfect,  but 

all  the  others  are  said  to  be  strong  and  sensation  seemed  to   be    unimpaired, 

healthy.    Her  father  is  healthy,  but  The  patient  in  this  case  was  rather 

not  robust.    Her  mother  is  in  the  last  deficient  in  intellectual  endowments, 

stage  of  consumption ;  and  this  disease  2d.  Cases   in  which    the    paralysis 

is  hereditary  on  ner  mother's  side.  accompanies  or  follows  convulsions  or 

Rebecca  was  a  delicate  child  from  other  symptoms  of  cerebral  disorder, 

birth,  and    her    relatives  assert  that  The  cases  included  in  this  class  are 

from  her  very  earliest  infancy  she  has  of  more  frecjuent  occurrence,  and  of 

had  imperfect  use  of  her  right  side.  greater  practical  importance,  than  the 

She  IS  of  a  spare  habit,  and  rather  former,  since  they  often  excite  great 

sickly  appearance ;  but  her  manner  is  solicitude;  though  they  for  the  most 

cheerful,  and   her  intellect  does  not  part  eventually  do  well.    The  morbid 

seem  at  all  defective.  phenomena  are  very  frequently  con- 

The  palsied  condition  of  her  rieht  nected  with  disturbance  in  the  process 

side  is  very  obvious :  she  limps  in  ner  of  dentition ;  and  it  will  be  seen  that, 

walk,  treads  always  on  her  toes,  with  in  the  former  of   the  two  following 

her  heel  raised  very  considerably  above  cases,  they  occurred  during  the  period 

the  ground,  and  turns  her  foot  inwards  of  teething.    In  this  instance,  however, 

at  every  step  she  takes.  there  were  but  few  indications  of  dis- 

She  can  use  her  right  arm,  though  order  of  that  process ;  nor  did  the  fluc- 

but  imperfectly  ;   the  fingers   of  the  tuations  in  the  child's  condition,  nor  its 

right  hand  are  constantly  flexed  and  ultimate  recovery,  appear  to  be  in  any 

drawn  into  the  palm ;  and  though  by  a  way  influenced  by  the  eruption  of  teeth, 

great  effort  she  can  extend  them,  yet  waiter  Scott  Taylor,  aged  fourteen 

uie  moment  her  attention  is  withdrawn  months,  living   at  39,   Great  Hunter 

they  return  to  their  former  flexed  po-  Street,  Old  Kent  Road,  was  the  delicate 

sition.  child  of   parents  who  had  lost  two 

Sensation  is  as  perfect  in  the  right  children  in  what  they  called  a  decline. 

limbs  as  in  the  leit;  but  their  wasted  In  the  first  week  of  January  1840  he 

condition  and  smaller  size,  as  compared  had  a  mild  attack  of  measles,  from 

with  the  left  extremities,  show  that  which  he  recovered  without  any  un- 

nutrition  has  been  but  very  imperfectly  favourable  symptom ;  but  his  parents 

carried  on.  placed  him   under   medical   cax^  ^"dl 
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January  28th,  on  account  of  rickety  health.     I  saw  him  on  the  25th»  when 

swellings  of  his  joints,  which  however  he  had  acauired  more  power  over  the 

were  very  slight.  left  hand,  bat  the  left  lee  wns  quite 

On  January  30,  at  4  p.m.  he  was  powerless,  and  he  dragsed  it  behind 

suddenly  seized  with  convulsive  move-  him  as  thoush  it  did  not  belonc^tohim. 

ments  of  the  left  arm;  his  mouth  was  He  was  still  quite  lively  and  cneerfbl ; 

stated  to  have  been  drawn  to  the  left  his  tongue  was  moist  and  dean,  but 

side,  and  his  left  eyelid  drooped.    This  his   gums   were   slightly  swollen.    I 

condition  lasted  for  about  an  hour,  and  lancet  the  gums,  continned  the  use  df 

when  it  went  off  he  seemed  as  well  as  the  Hydr.  c.  Cretl,  and  ordered  a  lini- 

before,  and  sleptmoderatel  vin  the  night,  ment  to  the  leg. 

At  8  A.M.  however,  on  tne  31st,  a  fit  On  the  28th  the  state  of  the  leg  was 

came  on  similar  to  that  of  the  preceding  much  the  same,    but  the  child  had 

night,  and  lasted  for  nearlv  an  hour,  acauired  more  power  over  the  hand. 

It  returned  at  1 1  a.m.  and  was  then  The  Hydr.  c.  Cretft  was  now  discon- 

accompanied  with  rotatory  motion  of  tinned,  and  a  liniment  was  ordered  for 

the  head.    Before  the  fit  came  on  he  the  leg. 

cried  much,  as  if  in  pain,  and  after-  March  3d. — Has  recovered  some  use 

wards  frequently  threw  back  his  head,  of  the  left  leg,  but  it  still  does  not  serve 

In  the  course  of  the  da^it  was  observed  him  in  walking.    His  bowels  are  dis- 

that  he  did  not  use  his  left  arm ;  and  posed  to  be  costive,  unless  castor-oil  is 

on  the  following  morning,  after  having  given  daily. 

I)as6ed  a  good  niffht,  the  arm  hung  From  this  time  he  continued  to  im- 

powerless  by  his  side,  and  the  hand  was  prove,  under  the  use  of  purgatives  and 

useless.  As  day  advanced,  he  gradually  stimulant  liniments  to  the  leg.    His 

regained  the  use  of  his  arm;  and  in  the  recovery,  however,  was  very  gradual, 

afternoon,  when  I  visited  him  for  the  and  could  not  be  considered  complete 

first  time,  he  could  move  his  finders,  until  the  end  of  April, 

though  tne*  hand  was  weak,  ana  he  William  Cheshire,  aged  3^  years: 

employed  the  right  arm  in  preference  was  never  a^  strong  boy,  being  always 

to  the  left.    No  remains  then  existed  what  his  mother  calls  nervous,  though 

of  the  paralysis  of  the  face  or  eyelid ;  he  had  not  suffered  from  any  particuuur 

both  pupils  acted  equally  under  the  illness  until  Dec.  30, 1840,  when  he  had 

sUmulus  of  light    The  child  seemed  a  fit,  which  lasted  for  five  minutes; 

quite  cheerful ;  the  bowels  acted  regu-  during  it  he  struggled  much,  and  his 

larly,  and  the  tongue  was  clean.  mouth  was  drawn  to  the  left  side. 

I  ordered  no  medicine  for  the  child ;  On  Dec.  31,  some  one  opening  his 

but  visited  him  again  on  the  7th,  when  bed-room  door  suddenly,  another  fit 

I  found  him  in  much  the  same  state  as  came  on,  which  lasted  for  ten  minutes ; 

before.    He  could  move  tlie  left  arm,  during  the  fit  he  struggled,  squinted, 

but  not  the  hand ;    and  his  mother  and  his  mouth  was  drawn  to  the  left 

thought  that  he  limped  somewhat  with  side  ;    and  the  squint  and  distortion  of 

the  left  leg,  dragging  it  behind  the  the  face  continued  for  some  time  after 

other.    His  head  was  rather  hot;  but  the  fit  iias  over, 

he  seemed  quite  cheerful,  rested  well  He  was  brought  to  me  on  Jan.  1, 

at  night,  and  all  his  functions  were  1841.    He  was  a  fair,  delicate  boy,  with 

performed  naturally.  blue  eyes  and  a  strumous  aspect ;  his 

I  ordered  small  doses  of  mercury  and  manner  was  quite  natural,  and  there 

chalk  every  evening.  was  no  heat  of  head.    His  mouth  was 

On  Feb.  17y  there  was  no  increase  of  drawn  slightly  to  the  left  side;  he 

power  in  the  hand;  he  still  dragged  could  not  close  his  right  eye ;    and  in 

the  left  leg  in  walking ;   did  not  c&se  frowning  or  crying  the  muscles  of  the 

the  left  eye  so  completely  as  the  right  left  side  of  his  face  only  were  brought 

He  was  still  cheerful,  but  the  tongue  into  action,  the  right  side  remaimng 

was  white,  and  his  bowels  were  con-  quite  motionless.  Sensation  was  perfect 

^tipatcd.  on  both  sides  of  the  face.    His  bowels 

On  the  22d,  at  4  p.m.  his  mother,  were  open;   tongue  moist,  but  coated 

noticed  that  he  could  not  use  his  left  with  brown  fur ;  pulse  105,  with  power, 

leg.    He  continued  unwell  and  fretful  I  ordered  him  two  grains  of  calomel 

until  he  was  freely  pui^ed  by  castor-  every  night,  and  a  senna  draught  every 

oil,  after  which  he  recovered  nis  usual  morning. 
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On  the  5th  he  had  no  return  of  the  I  never  saw  this  patient  again, 
fits,  but  the  paralysis  of  the  face  con-  Henry  Barrett,  aged  16  months,  4, 
tinned,  and  the  child  complained  of  Cottage  Place,  Granby  Street,  Lam- 
pain  behind  the  right  ear.  beth :    the   healthy  child  of  healthy 

Four  leeches  were  a^^lied  behind  parents :  went  to  bed  quite  well  on  the 

the  right  car,  and  gave  immediate  relief  evening  of  July  20,   1841.     In   the 

to  the  pain ;    the  same  medicines  as  course  of  the  night  he  became  restless 

had  before  been  given  to  him  were  per-  and  very  feverish,  and  in  the  morning 

severed  in,  and  the  child  reined  the  his  mother  found  that  he  had  com- 

use  of  the  right  side  of  his  face  so  pletelvlostallpower  over  his  right  leg. 

rapidly,  that  by  the  9th  of  January  the  In  other  respects  he  continued  well, 

signs  of  paralysis  had  almost  entirely  except  that  nis  bowels  were  consti- 

dui^peared.    The  pumtive  treatment  pated. 

was  continued  for  a  few  days  longer,  He  was  brought  to  me  on  July  23, 

and    a    stimulant    embrocation    was  1841.    I  found  him  to  be  a  well-grown, 

ordered  for  the  face,  and  by  the  end  of  fair  child,  pale,  and  of  a  weakly  ap- 

the  month  the  child  was  discharged  pearance,  but  presenting  no  marks  of 

cured.  scrofula,  nor  of  any  serious  derange- 

3d.  Cases  in  which  the  paralysis  ment  in  his  system, 

occurred   without   any   indication   of  He  moved' his  limbs  perfectly,  with 

cerebral  disease.  the  exception  of  the  right  leg.    On  that 

These  cases  are  of  the  most  fi^quent  limb    being   pinched j  he    cried,  and 

occurrence ;    they  often   run   a  very  moved  his  toes  slightly,  but  was  quite 

chronic  course,  and  sometimes  appear  unable  to  draw  back  his  foot  or  le^,  or 

to  be  incurable,  though  for  the  most  to  move  the  thi^h.    I  ordered  him  a 

part  gradual  recovery  takes  place.  small  dose  of  jalap  immediately,  and 

In  some  instances,  children,  appa-  directed  it  to  be  repeated  every  other 

rentlv  in  perfect  health,  are  suddenly  morning. 

attacked  by  this  form  of  paralysis,  but  July  27th. — Child's  bowels  were  still 

more  frequently  it  follows  an  attack  of  confined,  not  having  acted  more  than 

measles  or  scarlatina,  or  comes  on  in  two  or  three  times  since  last  note.   His 

strumoas  and  debilitated  children,  in  health  was  still  good,  and  he  had  eained 

whom   it  is   nsually  associated  with  a  little  more  power  over  the  limb :  he 

obstinate  constipation  of  the  bowels.  could  not  move  the  leg  at  all,  but  moved 

Of  the  sudden  supervention  of  para-  the  thigh  slightly. 

Ivsis  in  a  perfectly  healthy  chila  the  Aug.  6th. — The  child  had  taken  the 

nllowinff  may  serve  as  an  instance.  powders  daily  since  July  27th.     His 

Isabella  Smith,  aged  2  years  and  9  bowels  were  now  regularly  open,  his 

months :  was  always  a  healthy  child,  health  good,  and  he  had  acquired  more 

and  had  had  none  of  the  diseases  of  power  over  the  palsied  limb.    He  could 

inlancy,  with  the  exception  of  hooping-  stand,  but  was  unable  to  put  the  foot 

cough.  flat  to  the  ^ound ;  he  could  move  the 

In  the  middle  o(  June,  1841,  she  leg  a  little,  but  did  so  chiefly  by  means 

went  to  bed  in  perfect  health,  but  when  orthe  muscles  of  the  thigh. 

she  arose  in  the  morning  she  was  quite  He  was  still  improving,  when  he  was 

nnableto  move  her  right  leg,  or  to  stand*  attacked  by  pneumonia,  of  which  he 

Her  mother  took  her  to  a  surgeon,  died  at  the  beginning  of  September. 

who  ordered  something  to  rub  the  leg,  I  could*  not  obtain  permission  to  exa- 

and  the  child  had  since  so  far  recovered  mine  the  bod  v. 

as  to  be  able,  when  brought  to  me  in  Alfred  Appleby,  aged  7i  years,  liv- 

Febrmury  1842,  to  stand,  and  to  walk,  in^  at  2,  Cntford  Street,  Walworth,  the 

though  with   difllculty.     In  walking  child  of  healthy  parents,  had  had  good 

she  turned  the  right  foot  quite  out  at  health  since  he  was  four  vears  old; 

right  angles  with  the  body,  and  did  before  which   time  he  had  frequent 

Dot  fsise  the  foot  above  the  ground.  attacks  of  croup. 

The  right  leg  was  hair  an  inch  He  seemed  in  his  usual  health,  when, 
smaller  in  girth  round  the  calf  than  the  on  February  6,  1841,  his  mother  no- 
left,  and  it  felt  considerably  colder  to  ticed  that  he  used  his  left  limbs  mueh 
the  touch.  The  child  was  fet,  looked  less  than  his  right 
healthy,  her  bowels  were  open,  and  all  He  was  brought  to  me  on  Feb.  27 : 
her  functions  were  performed  natarally.  he  was  a  pale  delicate  bo^j^   ^Vnsjrr. 

823.— XXXII.  *^  '^ 
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pulse   WA9   extremely   feeble,    bowels  She  was  unable  to  extend  her  fingers  by 

rather  constipated,  and  tongue  slightly  anyefibrtof  thewillybutcouldstraighten 

furred.     In  walking  he  dragged  his  them  with  the  other  hand  without  pain 

left  leg,  and  turned  the  foot  inwards ;  or  difficulty.    Sensation  was  perfect  in 

and  though  he  could  use  the  left  hand,  the  affected  limb, 

yet  he  was  unable  to  grasp  any  object  I  ordered  a  small  dose  of  the  iodide 

as  firmly,  or  to  hold  any  thing  as  tight,  of  iron,  three  times  a  day,  with  a  pow- 

as  with  the  right  hand.     Sometimes,  der  composed    of   rhubarb    and    the 

when  walking  or  standing,  his  left  leg  Hydr.  c.  Cret.  to  be  taken  every  night, 

gave  way  under  him,  and  he  fell  to  and  a  liniment  for  the  arm. 

me  ground,  though  not  in  a  fit,  nor  In  a  fortnight  she  had  acquired  more 

with  any  impairment  of  his  senses.  power  over  the  fineers,  conld  grasp  a 

I  ordered  him  purges  of  calomel  and  little  with  the  hand,  but  the  state  of 

senna  daily,  which  acted  violently,  but  the  arm  was  unchanged, 

did  not  at  all  improve  his  condition.  She  was  now  sent  into  the  country : 

I  therefore  began  on  the  2d  of  March  at  the  end  of  a  week  her  general  health 

to  give  the  vinum  ferri,  and  disconti-  was     much    improved ;      she      could 

nucd  the  emnloyment  of  pur^tives.  straightenher  fingers,  and  had  acquired 

Within  a  wecK  he  had  acquired  consi-  much  more  power  over  the  left  arm, 

derably  more  power  over  the  leg,  but  though  she  was  still  unable  to  raise  it 

the  condition  of  the  arm  was  much  as  to  her  mouth  or  head, 

before,     I  now  ordered  a  stimulating  On  August  13,  the  same  plan  having 

liniment  for  the  arm,  directed  the  ap-  been  persevered  in,  her  recovery  was 

pUcation  of   a  flannel    roller  to  tne  almost  complete ;  she  was  now  able  to 

limb,  and  continued  the  use  of  the  use  the  left  arm  freely,  and  could  put 

iron.    The  child  now  improved  consi-  the  left  hand  on  the  top  of  her  head, 

derably ;  and  after  persevering  in  this  or  bring  it  to  her  mouth, 

plan  of  treatment  was  discharged  on  At  tne  end  of  the  month  she  was 

April  20th,  in  much  more  robust  nealth  discharged  quite  well, 

than  before,  and  having  perfect  use  of  Permanent  palsy  of  the  limb  appean 

both  sides  of  the  body.  to  be  the  result  in  some  cases.    This 

Somewhat  similar  to  the  preceding  is  seems  to  have  occurred  to  William 
the  case  of  Sarali  Macartney,  aged  4  Hinton,  aged  3^  years,  who,  though  of 
years,  who  was  brought  to  me  on  July  2,  a  strumous  and  unhealthy  appearance, 
1841.  She  had  alwavs  been  a  delicate  was  reported  by  his  mother  to  have 
child,  and  about  eighteen  months  be-  always  had  good  health.  About  ten 
fore  had  had  a  very  serious  attack  of  months  before  he  came  under  my  no- 
mcaslcs,  attended  with  inflammation  of  tice  it  was  observed  that  his  left  leff 
the  lungs.  She  was  in  her  usual  health,  and  arm  seemed  weak.  As  his  genenu 
however,  last  Februarv,  when,  after  health  continued  good,  no  remedial 
having  been  for  some  days  very  heavy  measures  were  employed,  although  the 
in  her  head,  her  mother  noticed  that  impairment  of  power  over  his  left  ex- 
she  had  lost  the  use  of  her  left  leg  and  tremities  continued.  He  never  corn- 
arm.  After  taking  medicine,  the  power  pletely  lost  the  use  of  his  left  leg,  but 
over  the  left  leg  returned  in  the  course  after  some  weeks  began  to  regain  power 
of  a  few  weeks,  but  she  had  not  re-  over  it,  and  when  brought  to  me  could 
gained  the  complete  use  of  her  left  arm.  use  it  as  well  as  the  other.  The  left  arm. 

The  child's  appearance  was  extremely  however,  grew  worse,  until  it  became 

unhealthy,  and  she  was  suffering  from  completely  useless,  the  boy  having  no 

strumous  ophthalmia.    Her  pulse  was  power  to  move  it,  nor  could  he  bend  his 

frequent  and  feeble,  her  bowels  are  wrist,  though  he  could  move  his  fingen. 

confined,   and  the  evacuations  dark;  The  deltoid  and  other  muscles  of  the 

tongue  pale  and  moist ;  appetite  bad ;  left  arm  were  so  much  wasted  that  its 

thirst  considerable.  circumference  was  not  much  more  than 

She  had  perfect  use  of  all  her  limbs,  half  that  of  the  rieht.  The  left  humerus, 

with  the  exception  of  the  left  arm,  too,  hung  out  of  the  socket,  so  that  a 

which  she  could  move  slightly,  but  could  finger  could  be  placed  between  the  head 

not  raise  it  to  her  mouth  or  head,  nor  of  the  bone  and  the  acromion,  and  a 

frasp  any  thing  with  that  hand.    The  piece  of  tape  extended  from  the  top  of 

ngers  of  the  left  hand  were  flexed,  and  the  acromion  to  the  tip  of  the  index 

the  thumb  was  drawn  into  the  palm,  finger  of  the  hand,  measured— 
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On  the  left  side  12}  inches.  does  it  for  the  most  part  ni  first  involve 

„    right  „    12       „  both  the  upper  and  lower  extremity,  hut 

Sensation  was  perfect  in  the  paralysed  the  upper  is  generally  the  first  affected, 

limb.  In  cases  of  tuoercle  of  the  brain,  head- 

Of  the  subsequent  history  of  the  ache,  and  other  vagiie  indications  of 

boy  I  am  ignorant,  since  he  was  not  cerebral  disease,  have  usually  existed 

brought  to  me  again.  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  when  the 

The  cases  now  related  may  serve  as  power  over  one  limb  is  observed  to  be 

specimens  of  the  usual  characters  of  impaired.     The  patient  at  first  uses 

this  affection.      In    the    majority  of  that  limb  less  wilungly  than  the  oppo- 

instances  it  is  important  rather  from  site  one,  but  still  moves  it,  though  in 

the  anxiety  it  occasions  the  relatives  a  tremulous  mannei,  nor  is  it  till  after 

than  from  any  thing  really  grave  in  some  time  that  any  thing  approachine 

its  nature.  to  complete  paralysis  comes  on ;  and 

It  will  be  perceived,  that,  though  when  it  does  it  is  usually  associated 
perhaps  most  frequent  in  teething  with  an  involuntary  tremor  or  twitch- 
children,  it  is  by  no  means  confined  to  ing  of  the  limb, 
the  period  of  dentition.  It  often  in-  The  cases  with  reference  to  which 
volves  both  the  upper  and  lower  ex-  most  doubt  will  exist  are  those  in 
tremity,  in  which  case,  aa  in  adults  which  the  paralysis  has  succeeded  to 
affected  with  hemiplegia,  the  lower  an  attack  of  convulsions.  Even  here, 
always  recovers  mucn  the  more  rapidly,  however,  there  are  circumstances  which 
The  paralysis  is  usually  incomplete,  will  often  help  us  to  discriminate  be- 
some  power  of  moving  the  fingers  or  tween  ^e  sraver  and  the  less  formi- 
toes  remaining,  while  neither  the  arm  duble  malaiay.  In  tubercle  of  the 
nor  leg  can  be  moved.  Sensation,  as  brain  it  is  but  very  seldom  that  any 
far  as  one  can  judge,  is  unimpaired,  thing  approaching  to  complete  para- 
and  I  have  not  in  any  instance  ob-  lysis  follows  the  first  attack  of  convul- 
served  reflex  movements.  Occasionally  sions,  but  usually,  firm  contraction  of 
sensation  is  exalted;  a  circumstance  the  fineers  of  one  hand,  or  of  some 
which,  when  the  lower  limb  is  the  seat  joint  of  one  or  other  extremity,  suc- 
of  the  affection,  and  the  paralysis  is  ceeds  to  the  convulsion,  and  continues 
incomplete,  may  lead  to  the  apprehen-  for  some  hours,  or  even  longer,  and  it  is 
sion  of  hip-joint  disease.  In  such  a  only  gradually,  and  after  the  recurrence 
case  the  cnild  bears  all  its  weight  on  of  several  fits,  that  the  paralysis  of  the 
the  healthy  limb,  turns  the  foot  of  the  limb  becomes  very  obvious.  Cerebral 
affected  side  inwards  when  walking,  tubercle,  too,  is  almost  always  attended 
and  stands  with  the  toes  of  that  foot  with  headache,  and  a  peculiar  stupor, 
resting  on  the  dorsum  of  the  foot  of  which  usually  precede,  and  almost  in- 
the  healthy  side.  Still  it  will  usually  variably  follow,  any  convulsive  seizure, 
be  found  that  the  exaggerated  sensi-  The  prognosis  mav  usually  be  fa  voura- 
bility  of  the  paralysed  limb  varies  ble,  but  the  probably  tedious  convales- 
greatly  at  different  times,  while  that  cence  should  be  borne  in  mind.  The 
extreme  increase  of  sufferinfi;  produced  case  of  Hinton,  however,  shows  the 
in  cases  of  hip-joint  disease  by  striking  possibility  of  the  paralysis  being  per- 
the  head  of  tne  femur  against  the  ace-  manent ;  and  Dr.  Abercrombie  relates 
tsbulum  by  a  blow  upon  the  heel,  and  an  instance  in  which  paralysis  of  the 
the  fixed  pain  in  the  knee  of  the  af-  right  leg,  coming  on  in  an  infant  of  18 
fected  side,  so  characteristic  of  disease  months,  continued  during  the  subse- 
of  the  hip-joint,  are  absent ;  and  these  quent  life  of  the  patient,  who,  when  a 
points  ofaifference  will,  I  should  ima-  tall  and  strong  young  woman  of  20 
gine,  usually  suffice  to  distinguish  be-  years,  still  remained  entirely  paralytic 
tween  the  two  affections.  of  her  right  lower  extremity. 

With  reference  to  another  important  It  has  been  seen  by  the  details  of  the 

point — how  we  may  discriminate  be-  cases  how  largely  purgatives  entered 

tween  paralysis  from  structural  changes  into  the  plan  of  treatment.    That  state 

in  the  brain,    and    those  less  grave  of    habitual    constipation,     however, 

forms  of  which  this  paper  treats— I  which  is  often  met  with   in   weakly 

would  observe,  that  the  paralvsis  which  children,  as  in  some  of  the  subjects  of 

occurs  in  cases  of  tubercle  oi  the  brain  the  foregoing  observations,  is  not  best 

does  not  usually  supervene  suddenly,  nor  overcome  by  the  employment  of  drastic 
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purgatives,  but  rather  by  the  perscver-  ordered,  to  be  followed  by  fomentfttions 
ing  use  of  gentle  aperients.  The  cases  and  poultices :  calomel  and  compoond 
of  Appleby  and  Macartney  both  illus-  rhubarb  pill,  with  salts  and  magnesia 
trate  the  benefits  of  a  tonic  ^lan :  in  in  peppermint  water,  were  prescribed 
Appleby's  case  very  free  purging  had  to  unload  the  bowels, 
been  previously  used  without  the  12th. — He  is  much  relieved;  the  cord 
slightest  good  effect  Stimulant  lini-  is  less  tense  and  tender ;  the  bowels 
ments  have  often  appeared  to  be  of  have  been  well  opened.  He  continues 
great  service ;  but  I  nave  had  no  ex-  the  fomentations  and  poultices, 
perience  of  the  effects  of  electricity,  20th. — The  tumor  is  moderately  easy; 
though  I  had  i^urposed  trying  it  m  bowels  open ;  urine  loaded  with  puru- 
Hinton's  case  if  ne  had  continued  lent  deposit.  He  continues  the  fomen- 
under  my  care.  tations  and  poulticep,  and  takes  an 
aperient   occasionally.     Ordered    the 

ABSCESS  IN  THE  INGUINAL  ^^^i^^^"^*"",,       „__, 

rk^kj  9»  Decoct.  Uv»  Urri,  ^zvss.;  Liovoris 

^^^^^"  PottsMB,  Tmct.  Hyoscyami,  aa  xq.  M. 

somat  coch.  iij.  ampl.  ter  quotidie. 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gaxetie.  28th.~A  considerable    quantity  of 

Sir,  pus    has    been   discharged   from   an 

I  SHALL  feel  obliged  by  the  insertion  opening  near  the  abdominal  external 

of  the  following  case  in  your  very  useful  ^^S  *  "^e  urine  is  pale  and  limpid,  and 

journal.— I  am,  sir,  free  from  deposit. 

Your  obedient  servant,  30th.— The  induration  of  the  inte^ 

Henry  EwEN,  gnments  has  increased  considerably; 

Member  of  the  Royal  Colieirc  of  Surgeons,  tongue  clean;  bowels  Open;  mine  na- 

hong  Sutton,  Aug.  17, 184S.  tural ;  pulse  60. 

Aug.  11, 1842.— I  was  requested  by  September  6th.— Convalescent 

a  professional  neighbour  to  visit  Robert  , .  From  Mr.  Lawrence  s  remarks  on  the 

Fendrick,  a  gardener,  set.  67,  who  was  Su^i^^   x  ^PS^J^^al  *iernia  (page  2«, 

supposed  to  be  suffering  from  strangn-  5th  edition),  I  should  infer  such  cases 

lated  hernia,  and  to  require  an  opera-  ^  ^'^^  ^^^  I  *^ave  related  are  not  of 

tion  fo;-  his  relief.   He  complained  that  ^ery  common  occurrence. 

his  bowels  were  constipated,  and  that    

his  illness  commenced  five  days  ago  FERRI  CITRAS. 

with  sickness,  but  he  has  not  vomited  

since  the  day  of  attack.     Four  days  ^  ^^  Editor\qfthe  Medical  Qmzette. 

since  he  observed  a  tumor  in  the  situ-  ^              -^                    *^-«w.«^. 

ation  of  an  inguinal  hernia  on  the  left  ^'^' 

side :   there  is  now  a  tumor  in  that  Should  the  accompanying  memoranda 

situation :  the  integuments  covering  it  suit  your  pages,  their  insertion   will 

are  red,  tender,  and  lie  a  phlegmon  :  oblige        Your  obedient  servant, 

the  induration  of  the  integuments  ex-  G.  M.  Mown  rat. 

tends  as  far  as  the  linea  alba  on  the  86,  Paternoster  Row, 

inner  side,  upwards,  not  quite  half  way  ^^i*  '*♦'• 

from  the  spinous  process  of  the  pubes  If  we  add  citric  acid  in  solution  to 

to  the  umbilicus ;  outwards  and  above  iron  filings,  and  invert  the  vessel  so  as 

Poupart's  ligament,  nearly  as  far  as  to  exclude  atmospheric  air,  the  solution 

theanteriorand  superior  spmous  process  will  be  colourless,  depositing,  at  the 

of  the  ilium.    Tne  spermatic  cord  is  same  time,  flakes  of  proto-citrate  of 

swollen  to  the  size  of  my  thumb,  tense  iron.     Light  does  not  affect  either  the 

and  tender,  and  nearly  blocking  up  the  solution  or  the  denosited  flakes.    By 

external  abdominid  ring.    He  is  pale  adding  to  1  iron  fllings  7  citric  acia, 

and  thin,  and  of  lax  fibre;   tongue  and  12  gallons  of  water,  heating  to  the 

white;  pulse  72,  soft    The  symptoms  boiling  point,  and  leaving  to  digest  for 

could  hardly  be  considered  as  those  of  24  hours,  a  greenish -yellow  solution 

strangulated  hernia,  and  I  stated  to  my  mm^  be  obtained,  sp.  gr.  at  55^  F.  10^, 

friend  that  1  thonsht  the  case  merely  which  reddens  litmus.    The  addition  of 

inflammation  of  tne  contents  of  Uie  12  gallons  more  water  to  the  sediment 

inguinal  canal.    Twelve  leeches  were  (after  removing  the  previous  solution) 
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and  boiling,  leaving  to  digest  for  24  temperature  of  the  season,  the  solution 
hours,  afibras  also  a  somewhat  lighter  maually  darkens ;  more  and  more  of 
coloured  greenish  yellow  solution,  which  the  once  colourless  and  almost  inso- 
reddens  litmus,  and  has  a  sp.  gr.  at  luble  salt  dissolves,  until  it  is  entirely 
56^F.  of  1006*6.  A  further  adaition  taken  up,  whilst  during  the  same  period 
of  12  gallons  of  water  to  the  sediment,  a  corresponding  deposit  of  hydrated 
and  boiling,  affords  a  solution  which  peroxide  of  iron  ensues,  and  finally 
bleaches  litmus  paper  (owing  to  absorp-  we  obtain  a  most  brilliant,  deep  ruby 
tion  of  oxygen  by  the  iron),  and  has  a  tinted  solution  of  a  persalt,  possessing 
sp.  gr,  of  I002'5  at  60^  E.  a  peculiar  odour  and  somewhat  sweetish 
^  If  to  each  or  all  of  the  above  solu-  taste.  If  now  we  pour  off  this  solution, 
tions,  when  mixed,  liq.  ammonia  be  and  permit  it  to  remain  exposed,  the 
added,  a  blackish  precipitate  is  thrown  whole  of  the  iron  is  precipitated  in  the 
down  (the  magnetic  oxide  of  iron),  and  form  of  red  (somewhat  orange  red), 
if  the  ammonia  be  added  to  such  excess  flocculi  of  hydrated  peroxide  of  iron: 
as  to  smell  distinctly,  and  the  liquor  is  the  supernatant  fluid,  which  is  colour- 
evaporated  over  a  water-bath,  the  solu-  less,  no  longer  contains  citric  acid,  but 
tion  gradually  reddens  at  the  edges,  retains  the  sweetish  taste  and  acetous 
until,  at  the  termination  of  the  process,  odour,  remindinfi^  the  operator  of  that 
it  assumes  a  most  brilliant  garnet  hue,  peculiar  smell  which  pervades  a  cham- 
giving  out,  at  the  same  time,  a  peculiar  ber  wherein  the  ammonio-citrate,  or 
and  somewhat  acetous  odour.  ammonio-tartrate,  of  iron  is  being  eva- 

Collected  on  plates,  this  jferro-citrate  porated  to  dryness ;  and  which,  indeed, 
of  ammonia,  or  ammonio-citrate  of  iron,  characterizes  these  remedies  when  they 
resembles  an  article  now  sold  as  the  have  been  recently  prepared.  The  ad- 
citrate  iron  (June  1B42^  The  first,  or  dition  of  a  small  quantity  of  ammonia 
acid  solution,  sp.  gr.  1025*,  gives  a  pro-  hastens  these  changes,  whilst  a  large 
duct  possessing  the  richest  tint:  the  excess  ofcitric  acid  modifies  them,  since 
after  solutions  reauire  the  addition  the  change  first  observed  in  the  latter 
of  more  acid,  in  order  to  increase  the  case  is  a  film  of  mildew,  forming  in 
solubility  of  the  subsalt  in  the  first  the  solution  and  floating  thereon :  this, 
instance,  and  afterwards  to  take  up  the  however,  disappears  during  the  pro- 
peroxide  which  forms  during  evapo-  g^ess  of  the  chang^es  narrated  above, 
ration.  The  facility  with  which  one  atom  of 

If  a  quantity  of  the  nearly  insoluble  citric  acid  is  converted  by  heat  into 

proto-citrate  of  iron  be    diffused   in  either  one  atom  of  malic  acid  or  three 

water,  and  exposed  to  the  atmosphere  for  atoms  of  aconitic   acid,    the  change 

a  considerable  length  of  time,  say  from  being  as  under — 
eight  to  twelve  months,  according  to  the 

0^9    Hi0    Ot,BCi         1  atom  citric  acid. 
H,      Ot  «    _ag_    1  atom  water 
1  atom  malic  acid  C^    HH    07a«3  At  -3  atoms  aconitic  acid. 

together  with  the  fact  of  the  similarity  bonio  acid  of  the  atmosphere  by  the 

of  the  phenomena  before  de8cribed--in  living  plant,  into  tartaric,  citric,  malic, 

the  one  case  occurring^  by  evaporation  and  ouier  acids ;  being  precisely  the 

in  a  water  bath,  and  m  the  other  by  reverse  of  such  process. 

the  action  of  the  atmosphere  at  ordinary    — — 

temperatures— su^ests  this  question:  RUPTURE  OF  THE  VAGINA. 

Is  the  salt  which  nas  been  sold  as  the  _» 

citote  of  iron,  or  ammonio-citrate,  by  j^  ^j^  ^^^  ^^^  Medical  Gazeiie. 

whichever  term  convenience  may  have 

designated  it,  to  be  ranged  among  the  ^'*> 

salts   termed  citrates  P     Is   not   the  I  send  you  a  case  of  rupture  of  the 

citric  add  of  the  normal  solution,  or  vagina  from  sphacelation,  terminatii^ 

a  portion  of  it,  decomposed?     The  fatally.  Should  you  be  of  opinion  thatit 

amdysis  of  such  decomposition  I  must  possesses  sufllcient  interest,  you  would 

defo  until  a  future  occasion.    Mean-  oblige  me  by  its  insertion. 

while  its  investigation  will  amply  repay  Your  obedient  servant, 

such  of  your  readers  as  take  an  interest  W.  H.  0.  Sankev. 

in  tradng  the  conversion  of  the  car-  Htnf;ate,Au%.ift,\%A. 
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Mrs.  M ,  ffit.  47,  of  a  very  re-  uterus  presented  itself  both   to   Mr. 

laxed  and  debilitated  habit  of  body,  Hofllinan  and  myself,  yet  the  non-re- 
exposed  continually  to  malaria,  having  ceding  of  the  head,  and  the  absence  of 
also  undergone  during  her  pregnancy,  all  uterine  pain  at  the  moment  of  the 
which  is  the  18th,  much  mental  anxiety,  seizure,  militated  against  it.  We  ex- 
bodily  faticue,  and  deprivation  of  food,  amined  carefully  for  rupture  of  the  os 
was  taken  m  labour  on  8th  of  A^ugust,  uteri,  but  could  find  none  :  that  partial 
at  10  o'clock.  Her  previous  labours  separation  of  the  placenta  caused  the 
had  been  severe ;  she  had  suffered  at  discharge  seemed  unlikely,  on  account 
various  times  from  heemorrhage,  ad-  of  its  black  grumous  nature,  and 
herent  placenta,  and  convulsions.  the  extreme  depression  of  the  patient ; 

For  six  weeks  she  had  been  unable  and  the  great  anxiety,  too,  remained  by 

to   rise  from  her  bed  on  account   of  that  diagnosis  unexplained:    the  im- 

the  weight  of  the  pregnant  womb.  The  possibility  of  uterine  pains  being  re- 

womb  was  pendulous,  the  abdominal  established  plainly  indicated  the  neces- 

parietes    extremely    flaccid    and    at-  sity  of  delivery  by  artificial  mea^.  We 

tenuated  :  when  she  sat  up  in  bed,  called  in  the  aid  of  a  third  practitioner, 

which  she  did  constantly,  though  un-  Mr.  Price,  who  concurine  in  the  opinion, 

able  to  get  off  it,  the  womb  was  oh-  and  the  Mist.  Yin.  6afl.  having  been 

served  to  sink  deeply  into  the  pelvis  :  exhibited,  and  the  usual  precautions  as 

the  pains  about  11  o'clock  came  on  to  the  contents  of    the  bladder  and 

regularly  andtolerablv  strong.    On  the  rectum,  &c.  being  taken,  I  proceeded  to 

first  examination  I  iound  the   waters  deliver. 

had  broken,  and  the  os  uteri  of  the  size        The  instruments    which    were  the 

of  a  crown-piece  ^   vagina  hot ;    the  readiest  at  hand  were  a  pair  of  short 

labia  ODdematous,  with  slight  oedema  and  straight   forceps :    the  head  not 

about  the  os  uteri.    I  introduced  re-  being  out  of  the  womb,  an  imperfect 

peatedly  pieces   of  unmelted  lard  to  hold  only  was  obtained,  but  the  head 

cool  the  parts,   and  placed  a   broad  advanced    easily,    assisted    by    some 

bandage    round   the    abdomen,    and  uterine  pains.    After  the  head  was  in 

waited  patiently.    The  pains  continued  the  vagina,  it,  however,  receded  gradu- 

till  about  12  or  1,  strong  and  good;  ally  from  the  grasp  of  the  instruments, 

they  then  began  gradually  to  flag,  and  In  attempting  to  re-apply  them  the 

became  weaker,  till  about  5  o'clock :  head  glided  before  my  hand  into  the 

the  head  of  the  child  was  partially  pro-  womb,  and  even  receded  within  the  os 

truded  through  the  os  uteri.    Hoping  uterus.  A  delay  of  20  minutes  occurred 

from  the  cessation  of  pains  she  might  before  the  lone  forceps  were  procured : 

obtain  some  sleep,  I  left  her.    About  the  head  was  then  so  moveable,  and  the 

7  o'clock  I  was  again  summoned.    She  womb  so  flaccid,  notwithstanding  at- 

had  had  no  pains  since  I  had  left,  but  tempts  to  fix  it  externally  by  pressure, 

was  taken  sick ;  she  vomited  slightly,  that  it  was  found  that  turning  would 

and  as  she  attempted  to  sit  up  in  bed  be  much  easier  to  accomplish :  this  was 

she  experienced  a  burning  heat  in  the  accordingly  done,  and  a  blackened  dead 

lower  part  of  her  body,  and  found  she  child  extracted. 

had  no  power  over  one  of  her  limbs.        A  rather  copious  discharge  of  dark 

and  the  same  time  a  bloody,  grumous  blood  followed ;  the  placenta  was  in  the 

discharge  escaped  to  the  amount  of  7  vagina,  and  easily  removed.    Endea- 

or  8  ounces,  from  the  vagina.  vouring  to  pass  my  hand  into  the  womb 

I  found  her  breathing  rapidly  and  to  ascertain  if  it  was  duly  contracted, 

laboriously,  with  a  very  anxious  ex-  it  passed  into  what  at  first  appeared  to 

pression  of  countenance ;    pulse  venr  be  the  uncontracted  womb,  nlled  with 

rapid  and  weak.      I   repeated  small  large  coagula,  the  parietes  being  so 

doses  of  cold  brandy  and  water,  and  thin  as  to  give  my  hand  the  sensation 

ordered  the  preparation  of  Mist.  Vin.  to  Mr.    Hoflfman,   who  was  making 

Gallici  to  be  got  ready;  and  sent  for  gentle  pressure  externally,   as    being 

my  friend,  Mr.  G.  Hoffman,  of  this  merely  covered  with  a  glove.    I  telt 

place.  also  a  large  tumor,  which,  for  a  second, 

'The  head  was  found  in  the  same  appeared  like  the  head  of  a  second 

position  as  at  5  o'clock,  half  protruding  cnud,  but  passing  my  hand  down  I 

through  the  os  uteri.  found  it  to  be  fixed,  and  in  fact  to  be 

Thepossibility  of  the  rupture  of  the  the  external  or  peritoneal  suiface  of 
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the  contracted  womb :  my  hand  was  The  hurried  and  laborious  breathing 
therefore,  for  a  few  seconds,  in  the  took  place  immediately  after  the  first 
peritoneal  cavity:  what  appeared  at  sjrmptom  of  the  rupture  :  was  this  occa- 
first  coagula,  were  the  intestmes.  On  sioned  by  the  shut  sac  of  the  peri- 
withdrawing  the  hand  I  found  the  os  toneum  having  burst,  and  therefore  no 
uteri  entire,  the  rapture  having  taken  longer  movinc^  as  one  body  upwards 
place  on  the  posterior  wall  of  the  against  the  diaphragm  by  the  action 
vaeina.  oi  the  abdominal  muscles  ?    It  is  evi- 

We  placed  a  ^ased  plug  in  the  dent  that,  where  an  aperture  existed  in 

vagina,  secured  with  a  T  bandage,  and  the    peritoneum,  the  contraction  and 

administered  cordials ;  but  the  patient  expansion  of  the  abdominal  parictes 

sank  about  2|  hours  afterwards,  re-  would  merely  act  in  a  manner  to  force 

maining  perfectly  sensible  to  the  last,  air  in  and  out  of  its  cavity,  and  the 

Examination^  24  hours  after  death,-^  sac  would  cease  to  act  as  a  body  on  the 

Great  emaciation;   copious  frothy  dis-  diaphragm, 

charge  from  month.  ^ 

Abdominal  parietes  in  the  mesial 

line  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  inch  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

in  thickness.    Abdommal  muscles  pale, 

and  extremely  emaciated,  scarcely  to  Friday,  Septembers,  1843. 

be  detected.     Peritoneum  highly  in-  

jected* .   Uterus  contracted  andempty  : 

natural,  except  in  its  peritoneal  coat.  "  Licet  omnibiw,  licet  ctiam  mihi,  dijcniUtem 

Vagina  blackened,  its  walls  three  quar-  "^"H'  ^''^?f}!'^^l  ^^T^  ""^^  ^*"**°**/, '" 

»  ogiAta  «/ACM.A«.u^,  xw  jrra.u  i^i*.^  ^  ^^  publicuni  Sit,  dicendi  periculum  non  reciwo." 

ters  of  an  inch  m  thickness,  ruptured  *^          .     '            *^                       Cicbro. 

longitudinally  to  the  extent  of  four  or  

till  's;t!LX  TRladderuS  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SHEFFIELD, 

ened  and  engorged.    Rectum  sound.  One  of  the  most  prosperous  trades  in 

Remarks.— ft  is  evident  that  the  Sheffield  is  the  silver  and  plated  manu- 

state  of  the  vagina  was  produced  pre-  -^          tt*-wi,i    i.*        «  ^uu^c 

vious  to  commencement  of  the  labour,  f^^^^^^^'    ^ntil  the  last  two  years  it  has 

and  as  the  os  uteri  was  sound,  I  imagine  not  shared  the  distress  experienced  by 

it  took  place  by  a  kind  of  intussusccp-  all  engaged  in  making  cutlery.    The 

tion,  especially  as  the  rectum  did  not  ^^orkmen  belonging    to    this    branch 

CldCe^dS  'hKtr  f^il  amountto400.andformseveralunions. 

pressate  of  the  head  or  womb.    That  it  the  restrictive  laws  of  which  arc  eficcti  ve 

aid  not  take  place  during  the  labour  is  even  in  times  of  bad  trade.    The  earn- 

evident  from  the  same  cause,  and  from  ^^^  ^f  ^en  vary  from  18  to  42  shillings, 

theshortdurationof  the  labour,  lasting  j    -               -   «,  o  *«  ir  oi,;n;r.^  o 

ba«ly  geren  honn.    That  the  rupt""^  *°^  "^  '^°'"*'*  '^™"'  ^  *°  '^  '       ^ 

did  not  take  place  by  the  instruments,  week. 

which    are    acknowledged    to    have  The  workmen  in  this  manufacture 

slipped,  is  evident  to  my  own  mind  ^re  sober,  intelligent,  steady,  and  are, 

from  the  gradual  manner  m  which  the  *  i      1 1«    ^;.^..«„<,fon^A<i 

head  escaped  from  their  grasp ;  and  «^  ^^^«^'  ^°  *^^f,^^^^    circumstances. 

moreover,  the  rupture,  which  was  ex-  This  is  attributable  to  vanous  causes, 

tensive,  must  have  been  detected  by  First,   the  rule  of  the  trades*   union, 

the  other  practitioners,  as  well  as  my-  ^hich  prohibits  the  masters  from  taking 

self,  who  made  an  examination  pre-  ^^ices,  has  reduced  the  number 

Tioos  to  sending  for  the  long  forceps ;  "ff*^  *        »                              i      j     ^ 

and  the  rupture,  if  made  by  forceps,  of  workmen,  formerly  superabundant. 

would  have  been  most  probably  in  a  Secondly,  the  expensive  materials  and 

transverse  direction.   The  morbid  state  tQQjg  ^ged  in  this  trade  prevent  that 

of  the  vagina  rendered  it  undilatable,  ^^^^  conversion  of  men  into  masters 

cnsp,  and  easily  liable  to  tear,  and  the  ,  .  ,   .                                             ^u  . 

pasMffe  of  the  child,  which  was  large,  which  is  so  common  m  so  many  other 

caoscd  the  rending  of  ite  walls.  occupations.      Thirdly,    children    are 

«  The  peritoneum  puMd  over  Mil  five  incbet  rarely  employed   in   this   trade  much 

of  the  vi^iui  before  It  WH  reflected  on  to  the  under  fourteen  years  of  age.  Fourthly, 
rectum. 
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the  workmen  are  not  liable  to  be  thrown  ''  9.  Arm  severely  lacerated ;  lame  three 

out  ofemployment  by  machinery.  This  months*" 

occupation  is  neither  particularly  detri-  The  edge-tool  maktrt  are  wdl  paid, 
mental  to  health,  nor  conducive  to  but  are  a  less  intelligent  clan  than 
longevity.  In  the  Silversmiths*  Benefit  those  previously  mentioned.  Thcnnm- 
Society,  the  mean  age  attained  by  thoae  ber  of  formeu  and  strikers  la  equal  in 
who  die  above  the  age  of  40  is  59.12;  thb  trade ;  the  former  are  said  to  earn, 
while  among  the  working  classes  gene-  on  the  average,  £1. 14^.,  and  the  latter 
rally,  of  Manchester,  Leeds,  and  Liver-  £1 .  2s.  a  week, 
pool,  it  is  58.97 ;  so  that  the  advantage  The  account  ia  fumislied  by  a  mana- 
in  fkvour  of  the  silversmiths  is  slight  facturer,  and,  thought  no  doabtaccorate 
indeed.  In  rural  districts  the  mean  as  ^  as  it  goes,  is  defective  in  an  im- 
age attained  by  persons  above  40  is  portant  point.  We  do  not  learn  from 
68.76.    What  a  difference !  it  how  many  months  in  the  year  the 

Next  come  the  'saw  man%\facturert,  men  are  in  work.    The  prices  have  been 

"The  workmen  in  this  branch  of  strictly  enforced^ even  during  ihe  last 

trade  are,  perhaps,  in  no  degree  inferior  three  years,  but  for  what  portion  of  that 

in  intelligence,  sobriety,  and  general  time  have  the  men  obtained  them  P 

«)od  conduct,  to  those  in  the  manu-  Three-fonrths  of  the  workmen  in  tlas 

facture  of  which  we  have  just  treated,  t^^^^x,  ..^  :„  „,•  v.  ^\^\^    u.,*  ^  i 

They  have  both  equally  their  respective  ^^^^  "^  "^  "^^  ^^'^^  5  ^^^  «°^3r  one 

unions,  which  regulate  wages,  the  in-  among  five  adults  can  read  and  write, 

troduction  of  apprentices,  and  which,  Trades  that  require  strong  amis  rather 

in  time  of  sickness,  afford  a  weekly  than  acute  heads  will  be   favooraUe 

allowance."  ^^^^  ^^  sensuality  than  intelligenee ; 

In  the  branch  called  par  excellence  a  blacksmith   drinks  more    than   he 

saw  making,  there  are  208  journeymen,  reasons ;    and  Dr.  Holland  finds  that 

of  whom  about  20  are  not  in  union  ;  the  forgers  of  Sheffield  have  big  occi- 

130  boys— being,  indeed,  more  than  the  puts,  but  low,  retreating  foreheads. 

rules  of  the  union  allow ;  and  about  one  The  spring  knife  makers  are  badly 

woman  or  girl  to  every  eight  men.  paid,  and  badly  educated.     "A  few 

Nine- tenths  of  the  men  are  in  sick  superior  workmen  may  earn  from  SQb. 

clubs ;  nineteen  out  of  twenty  can  read  to  40s.  per  week.    In  the  first  mami- 

and  write;  and  their  average  wages  factories  of  the  town  the  average  is 

are  28  shillings  a  week,  the  extremes  from  168.  to  258.    But  in  many  of  the 

being  24  shillings  and  45  shillings.  inferior  manufjEictories,  the  workman 

The  iauf  grinders  are  fine  healthy  are  receiving  no  more  than  128.  or  16s." 

men,  who  generally  live  in  the  country.  Moreover,  when  Dr.  Holland  was 

and  often  add  the  cultivation  of  a  plot  writing,  in  June  1843»  this  scale  of 

of  ground,  or  even  a  small  fieinn,  to  wages  was  very  greatly  reduced, 

their  mechanical  occupation.    They  are  This  branch  is  not  in  union;   not 

peculiarly  liable  to  accidents,  and  of  above  half  of  the  adults  can  read,  and 

42  saw  grinders  who  have  died  since  not  one -fourth  moderately  well ;  about 

1821,  5  were  killed  by  the  breaking  of  two-thirds  only  of  the  adults  axe  ki 

stones.     Dr.  Holland  gives  a  list  of  sick  clubs. 

13  accidents,  being  a  part  of  those  which  Two  circumstances  combine  to  de- 
have  happened  to  78  living  members  in  press  wages  in  thb  department.  The 
union.  Most  of  them  are  very  serious,  most  important  is  the  smallness  of  the 
e.  ff.  *<  3.  Drawn  over  the  stone ;  capital  required  to  set  up  as  a  cutler, 
severely  hurt;   in  bed  nine  months."  A  few  pounds  are  sufficient  The  other 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SHEFFIELD.                              841 

one  is  the  focility  which  this  branch  at  this  moment  siiffering  from  grinders' 

ofiers  for  the  employment  of  children  asthma«    It  is  remarkable  that  in  this 

at  an  eariy  age.  destructive  trade  the  men  are  ill  paid, 

The^/e/iHu/e,  as  regards  the  circum-  but  Dr.  Holland  does  not  say  what 

stances  of  those  employed  in  it,  holds  a  their  wages  are.  Nor  is  their  education 

middle  place  between  ^e  silversmiths  superior  to  their  condition ;  for  of  the 

andsaw-makers,  who  are  above,  and  the  197  men  and  boys,  109  can  only  read, 

springknife  cutlers,  who  are  below  them,  and  69  can  write. 

The  branch  of  the  file  trade  called  Can  nothing  be  done  for  the  fork- 

forgtrt   consists,  like    the    edge-tool  grinders  P    The  substitution  of  wet  for 

makers,  of  foremen  and  strikers ;  but  dry  stones,  if  this  is  practicable,  would 

the  profits  are  more  equally  divided  save  numerous  lives,  and  if  the  task  is 

between  the  two  classes  of  workmen  in  too  difficult  for  unaided  philanthropy, 

the  present  instance;  a  foreman  averag-  legislation  might  lend  its  assistance, 

ing  £1.  12s.  lOd.  a  week,  and  a  striker  We  should  not  consider  the  difference 

£1.  6s.  9d.  of  a  farthing  in  the  price  of  a  fork  a 

As  to  JUe-eutUrs,  by  reference    to  ibtal  objection.    The  Sick  Clubs  and 

thirty  books  of  file-cutters,  men   of  Friendly  Societies  are  very  numerous, 

suadjf  habits,  each  having  the  assist-  and  their  accumulated  capital  amounts, 

ance  of  a  boy,  the  average  per  week  in  Dr.  Holland's  opinion,  to  at  least 

was  found  to  be  £1. 18s.  6d.    Eighty  £70,000.    The  most  ancient  of  them, 

per  cent  of  the  adults  can  read,  and  the  **  Old  Union,"  has  been  established 

seventy  can   write.    The   proportion  for  more  than  a  century. 

among  the  boys  is   rather   greater ;  The  error  has  sometimes  been  com- 

whieh  may  either  show  that  education  mitted  at  Sheffield,  as  elsewhere,  of 

is  making  way,  or  that  a  certain  num-  making  the  terms  of  a  benefit  society 

ber  of  adults  forget  their  little  scholastic  too  advantageous,  so  that  it  is  ruined 

learning.             ^  in  twenty  or  thirty  years  by  the  in- 

The  fork-grinden  carry  on  the  most  crease  of  sickness  and  deaths  among 

imwholesome  trade  in  the  kingdom,  its  members. 

Fork  grinding  is  alwajrs  performed  on  Dr.  Holland  has  a  chapter  on  "  the 

a  dry  stotoe,  and  the  clouds  of  stony  amount  of   religious  instruction  and 

and  metallic  dust  produced  in  the  pro-  education  in  the  several  townships  of 

cess  clog  up  the  respiratory  organs,  and  the  Sheffield  Union." 

cause  grinders'  asthma,  a  disease  which  The  schools,  though  numerous,  are 

carries  off  its  victims  in  a  majority  of  insufficient.     The  pupils  amount  to 

cases  before  the  age  of  thirty !  22,000 ;  but  one  half  of  these  attend 

The  better  the  state  of  a  given  trade  only  the  Sunday  schools,  and  thus 
in  Sheffield,  says  Dr.  Holland,  the  receive  a  very  trifling  amount  of  in- 
smaller  is  the  proportion  of  minors  em-  struction.  Dr.  Holland  says  of  the 
ployed  in  it  Thus  in  the  silver-plated  Sunday  schools  that,  the  knowledge 
branch,  the  minors  are  to  the  adults  as  imparted  by  them  is  extremely  super- 
16  to  100;  and  among  the  edge-tool  ficial;  and  a  little  further  on,  "for 
makers,  as  12^  to  100.  In  the  spring-  the  little  good  which  they  effect  we 
knifo  branch  the  percentage  is  about  25;  are  grateful,  and  they  richly  deserve 
but  among  the  fork-grinders  the  miuOTB  encouragement;*'  but  two  pages  fur- 
aetoally  outnumber  the  adults,  as  there  ther  on,  he  asserts  that "  not  one-third  of 
are  100  boys  and  only  97  men !  the  youth  of  Sheffield  can  be  regarded 

Of  the  ninety-seven,  about  thirty  are  as  receiving  any  education  at  all." 
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More    day   schools    are    evidently  attacked  with  fever  or  pneumoniar? 

wanted,  and  Sheffield,  like  the  rest  of  We  know  what  the  foanders  of  hos- 

the  kingdom,  has  reason  to  regret  the  pitals  woold  answer ;  let  us  hear  the 

loss  of  the  late  ministerial  measure  on  reply   of  an   economist :  —  **  H  they 

education.    Dr.  Holland  wishes  that  are   tiot   too  ill  to    be  incapacitated 

fewer  churches  and  more  schools  had  from  pursuing  their  Yocations,  it  is  a 

been  built  in  Sheffield,  forgetting  that  gross  imposition  to  extend  to  them  the 

churches  are  schools,  and  that  if  the  charity,  and  if  otherwise,  they  have 

old  catechetical   discipline   were    re-  always  homes.     It  may  perhaps  be 

stored,  they  might  be  made  very  effec-  urged  in    objection,    that    they  will 

tive  Sunday  schools.    However,  we  do  necessarily  incur  debts  in   providing 

not  differ  from  Dr.   Holland  when  he  at  this  time  medical  assistance.    This, 

asks  for  more  schools ;  the  National  so  far  from  being  an  objection,  is  sn 

Society  has  set  on  foot  a  fresh  sub-  exceedingly    powerful    argument   fiv 

scription  for    this    purpose,  and    we  throwing  them  on  their  own  resoorceL 

would  suggest  that  he  might  contribute  They  will  thus  be  taught  practicaMy 

the  profits  of  his  book.    We  will  touch  the  injurious  effects  of  misconduct :  Hbt 

but  on  one  point  more — the  saddest  and  struggle  to  overcome  the  sabsequent  dif- 

dreariest  in  his  book — we  mean  his  talk  ficulties  is  indeed  [more]  calculated  to 

about  medical  charitable  institutions,  awaken  reflection,  and  suggest  rales 

Four  years  ago  Dr.  Holland  published  for  future  guidance,  than  anydiscourx, 

a  pamphlet,  recommending  the  world  however  beautiful  and  just  its  views." 
not  to  be  so  charitable  to  the  sick.        But  what  if  the  needy  fork-grinder 

on  which  we  commented  with  some  is  not  •*  taught  practically,"  but  only 

severity.*    Time,  we  are  sorry  to  see,  dies  ?    Slips  through  your  fingers  fsr 

has  not  mellowed  the  Doctor's  feelings  want  of  charitable  aid,  while  you  are 

on   this  point.    He  still  thinks  that  intent  on  giving  him  a  splendid  Mal- 

the  Sheffield    Hospital  was  intended  thusian  lesson  ? 

for  a  few  choice  cases  of  unutterable  

distress,  and  gives  a  long  extract  from      COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS  — NEW 
his    former    Malthusian    essay.      He  CHARTER. 

"  will  not  insult  the  memories  of  the  We  made  an  important  mistake  in  our 

good"  by  supposing  that  they  intended  notice  of  this  last  week.    It  appears 

the  hospital  for  the  working  classes  in  t^at  there  is  to  be  no  exclusion  of  those 

general,  and  he  thinks  it  "  not  difficult  Sm  tKdyo^'Fdlo^'JhcSSS 

to  define  some  of  the  conditions  which  to  which  is  not  to  be  according  to 

ought  to  exclude  from  a  participation  standing,  but  by  examination.    Those 

in  the  charity  "  ^^®  practise  pharmacy  or  midwifei^, 

Neither  single   men   if   employed,  however,  are  exclndcd  from  the  council. 

nor  married  men  in  work  with  small 

»        i-  J  „_        -.1,  .«„™l  ASSOCIATION  OF 

famihes,  nor  n^rned  men  with  several  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HOSPITALS 

children  and  high  wages,  nor  opera-  ^^^  ^^  imMiE. 

tives  with  several  sons  or  apprentices 

working  for  them,   nor    servants    in  " 

place,  are  proper  objecte  for  the  Shef-  ^"^  *®  f®??*!^  Annual  Meeting  of  tlus 

fipW  hnsnifal  Society,  held  m  Lancaster,  June  1,   1842, 

neia  nospital.  ^^  subsequent  days— 

But  what  is  to  be  done  with  a .  poor        It  was  resolved — "  That  the  Governors  of 

single  man,  without  friends  or  money,  "^  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  in  the  United 

Kingdom  be  solicited  to  further  the  objects 

«  Mkoical  Gaxittb,  May  nth  Sc  18th,  18S9.  of  this  Association,  and  that  the  Honorary 
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Secretary  be  deputed  to  explain  by  letter  to  not  as  presented  to  one  lunatic  aaylum,  but 

fluch  parties  its  nature  and  views/'  as  occurring  throughout  the  kingdom.     To 

This  having  been  done  to  the  Governors  or  this  the  Association  begs   respectfully  to 

Visitors  of  those  Asylums  only  which  the  draw  the  attention  of  the  governors  and 

Associated  wished  immediately  to  visit — at  visitors  of  lunatic  asylums, 
the  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,        The  Association  is  collecting  plans  of  all 

held  in  London,  June  1,  1843,  and  subse-  the  asylums  at  present  erected,  and  copies  of 

quent  days—  such  designs  as  from  time  to  time  may  be 

It  was  resolved — "  That  it  is  the  wish  of  projected.     It  collects  also  the  printed  re- 

the  Association  that  the  Grovemors,  Visitors,  ports  and  other  published  documents   of 

and  Officers,  of  each  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  different  asylums. 

be  forthwith  made  acquainted,  by  Circular,       The  Association  has  already  been  permitted 

with  the  existence  of  the  Association,  and  to  prosecute  its  objects  at  the  Gloucester, 

with  the  objects  it  seeks  to  accomplish.''  Nottingham,  Lancaster,  Middlesex,  and  the 

Gloucester,  Aug.  25, 1843.  Surrey  County  Asylums,  and  at  the  Hospital 

Sir, — In  obedience  to  the  above  Resoln-  of  St  Luke's,  in  London ;  and  it  has  been 

tions  I  beg  to  inform  you  that "  The  Associa-  most  kindly  invited  to  the  Kent,  the  Wake- 

tion  of  Medical  Officers  of  Hospitals  for  the  field,  the  Northampton,  Belfast,  and  Glas- 

Insane"  was  formed  in  the  summer  of  184 1 ,  gow  Asylums. 

by  medical  gentlemen,  officers  of  public        As  the  objects  of  the  Association  are  solely 

lunatic  asylums — that  it  was  then  proposed  directed  to  a  public  good — as  they  are  in  no 

to  consist  of  aU  the  medical  officers  of  such  degree,  however  remote,  connected  with  a 

institutions  in   Great  Britain  as  ordinary  private  end— and  as  the  Society  sustains  itself 

members — and  of  such  medical  gentlemen  by  the  exertions  and  resources  of  the  members 

having  the  private  care  of  the  insane— of  themselves — ^it  feels  assured  that  it  is  only 

such  persons  not  medical,  known  to  take  an  necessary  to  make  these  facts  known  to 

interest  in  those  afflicted  with  insanity — and  secure  the  countenance  and  encouragement 

of  such    distinguished   foreigners,    as  the  ^^  the  govenrors  or  visitors  of  the  different 

Society  shall  at  any  time  tlunk  proper  to  establishments  for   the   reception    of   the 

elect,  as  honorary  members.  insane. — I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

1^  intentions  and  objects  with  which  the  Your  most  obedient  servant. 

Association  set  out,  were —  Samuel  Hitch,  M.D. 

1.  **  To  improve    the    management  of                                                    Hon,  Sec. 
lunatic  asylums."  

2.  ''To  improve  the  management   of 

the  insane/'  ACADEMY  OP  SCIENCES. 

3.  "  To  acquire  a  more  extensive  and  a  j^^  Tartar  on  the  Teeth,    By  M.  Mandl. 
more  correct  knowledge  of  insanity.  

To  effect  these  objects  the  members  of  the  — 
Association  meet,  annually,  at  some  town  or  A  soft  substance,  of  a  whitish  or  yellowish 
place  in  which  there  is  a  public  lunatic  colour,  is  habitually  deposited  upon  the 
asylum.  They  solicit  the  pennission  of  the  teeth,  and  sometimes  becomes  firmly  fixed  to 
Governors  or  Viators  to  visit  the  asylum,  them.  This  substance  may  accumulate  in 
and  to  tajpec/ it  thoroughly,  and  afterwards  greater  quantities,  and  growing  firmer  by 
to  assemble  in  the  committee-room  of  the  degrees  may  form  the  hard  and  dry  concre- 
a^lum  to  speak  freely,  openly,  and  in  good  tion  known  under  the  name  of  tartar.  It 
£sith,  upon  the  merits  or  defects  they  may  increases  in  bulk  by  the  fresh  layers  de- 
have  observed  in  the  management  of  the  posited  on  its  surface.  According  to  an 
asylum  or  in  the  treatment  of  the  patients,  analysis  made  by  Vauquelin  and  Laugicr, 
On  the  same  occasions  such  members  as  tartar  consists  of  66  parts  of  phosphate  of 
think  proper  read  essays  or  papers  on  subjects  lime,  9  of  carbonate  of  lime,  14  of  animal 
connected  with  insanity ;  and  all  communi-  matter  (of  a  yellowish  white,  different  from 
cate  and  compare  their  respective  experience,  the  gelatine  of  bones,)  and  3  parts  of  oxide 
At  these  meetings  the  governors  or  visitors  of  iron  and  phosphate  of  magnesia.  Other 
■re  respectfiiUy  requested  to  attend.  chemistehave  found  the  proportions  different ; 

The  more  effectually  to  compare  their  re-  sometimes  the  phosphate  of  lime  was  more 

qiective    experience,  the  Association    has  abundant,  and  sometimes  the  animal  matter 

adopted  a  register  for  the  use  of  its  members,  (or  mucus.) 

wber^y  the  leading  features  in  the  history        Authors  have  been  much  occupied  with 

and  character  of  every  case,  placed  under  the  manner  in  which  this  substance  is  pro- 

tfae  care  of  each  member,  may  be  uniformly  duced.     Is  it  a  secretion,   as  some  have 

recorded.    By  this  a  great  mass  of  similar  written  }     Is  it  a  deposit  of  the  earthy  salts 

fiicts  will  be  simultaneously  collected  in  all  contained  in  the  saliva,  and  precipiteted  by 

parts  of  die  kingdom,  and  at  the  same  time  a  chemical  agent,  as  medical  books  have  re- 

•0  arranged  ••  to  shew  a  record  of  insanity, .  peated  for  ages  ?    Is  it  an  earthy  exhalation 
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from  the  capilluries  of  the  blood,  to  whidi  2.  That  ttrtar  arises  fton  an  aeeuiiriA. 

the  muooos  membrane  of  diseased  g^nms  is  tion  of  dead  Tibriones,   and  coiiseq[QCBdj 

prone  ?  cannot  be  considered  eitiier  as  a  oatentois 

Not  one  of  these  hypotheses  has  been  snbstance  deposited  bj  the  salira,  or  ss  a 

proved ;  not  one  lias  tlie  sanction  of  direct  peculiar  secretion. 

experience.     Moreorer,  they  are  all  sof-  This  discovery  of  the  eompoaitkm  of  tsitv 

fidently  reftited  by  the  following  inyestiga-  is  as  new,  with  refemoe  to  Leawcnhock*! 

tions  into  the  composition  of  tartar.  obsenration,  as  the  reaearcfaes  of  Ehienbeii 

It  resnlts  from  the  experiments  of  M.  tondiing  Ac  compositioa  of  dUnvial  soib 

Mandl  that  tartar  is  nothing  but  a  deposit  were  new  in  reference  to  tbe  weD-lauiva 

of  the  skeletons  of  dead  infusoria,  agglutinated  hd  of  the  existence  of  inftisoria  in  water.— 

by  dried  mucus ;  nearly  as  certain  earths,  ac-  Oazette  M^tUeale, 


cording  to  the  researches  of  M.  Ehrenbeig, 

are  composed  almost  entirely  of  foesU  in-  ^  SIMPLE  MEANS  TO  PREVENT 

fusoria.  -^ 

In  fact,  if  we  take  some  of  the  mucous  ^^  STOP  NERVOUS 

matter    which    is  accumulated   npon    and  COUGHING. 

between  the  teeth,  and  dilute  it  with  a  little  — - 

distilled  water  previously  warmed,  we  shall  There  is  a  curious  and  rather  interesti^i 

immediately  perceive  a  host  of  infusoria,  paper  with  the  above  title  in  a  nomber  of 

which  move    about  with  great   liveliness,  the  French  Gazette  for  February,  and  from 

Their  size  varies  from  -g^  to  several  hun-  it  we  have  extracted  the  following  jiswuii 

dredths  of  a  millimetre  ;  and  their  sliape  is  M.  Diday,  the  author,  makes  a  few  pie- 

the  same  as  that  of  the  infusioria  described  fatory  remarks  on  the  power  which  a  mat 

by  authors  under  the  name  of  vibriones,  strong  effort  of  the  will  often  gives  to  resiit 

The  presence  of  infusoria  in  mucus  was  the  impulse  of  a  strong  sensation  (desote,tls 

pointed  out  by  Leuwenhoek ;  but  M.  Mandl  French  would  say),  l&e  that  of  *nm^ng  « 

sets  forth  in  all  their  details,  the  shape,  coughing ;   and  he  goes  so  fiur  as  to  assot 

liveliness,  and  other  qualities  of  these  in-  that  *'  it  is  always  possible  to  prevent  a  fit 

fusoria.  of  either  by  an  energetic    and   snstaiiied 

These  animals  also  exist  in  great  quantity  effort  of  the  will,  if  mSi  be  donejiram  the 

in  patients  who  have  been  several  days  on  very  commencement.*'     In  old  estabKiU 

low  diet,    ^ey  also  constitute  the  greatest  coughs,  as  a  matter  of  ooorsCt   such  so 

part  of  the  mucons  coating  of  the  tongue  in  attempt  is  quite  inadmissible,  at  least  with 

persons  whose  digestion  is  disordered.   (Ac-  any  reasonable  hopes  of  sncoess.    Whenetcr, 

cording  to  an  analysis  by  M.  Denys,  the  indeed,  the  cough  depends  upon  the  presenee 

diemiod  characters  of  this  coating  agree  with  of   any  matter  to  be   expectorated,  ft  ii 

those  of  tartar.)  obvious  that  the  effect  cannot  be  chednd  a 

After  having  ascertained  the  presence  of  long  as  tiie  canse  remains.     It  is  theRfbie 

infusoria  in  the  mucus  of  the  mouth,  M.  almost    exclusively   to    coqgfas    depend!^ 

Mandl    tried  to  find    out    whether  these  upon  nervous  irritation  tliat  the  fbUowfa^ 

animals  assist  in  forming  the  tartar  also,  remarks  are  intended  to  apply. 

For  this  purpose,  he  sofUned  a  partide  of  The  attempt  also  mnst  be  made  belbre  Ae 

tartar  in  a  drop  of  water  for  twenty  or  annoyance  has  got,  as  it  were,  root  in,  or 

thirty  minutes,  and  after  compressing   it  hold  of,  the  system.    Atfirst,  itis  espedalh 

between  the  two  pieces  of  glass,  he  distinctly  necessary  that  the  patient  acquire  the  habs 

saw  that  the  tartar  was  composed  of  dead  of  drawing  in  his  breath  slowly  and  not  too 

vibriones,  of  different  sizes,  but  generally  deeply,  and  that  he  should  avoid  all  hnxried 

measuring  several  hundredths  of  a  milli-  and  irregular  inspirations, 

metre,  united  by  an  organic  substance  (dried  TlAt  most  people  have  it  in  tiieir  power 

mucus,)  the  quantity  of  which  is  variable,  to  arrest,  at  least  to  a  certain  extent,  dis 

The  tartar  is  often  almost  entirely  composed  frequent  recurrence  of  fito  of  coughing  and 

of  these  vibriones.  sneezing,  is  obvious  from  the  yery  drcom- 

Hence  it  follows  that  these  vibriones  are  stance  that  these  acta  are  not  unftvquently 

provided  with  a  shell,  or  inorganic  skeleton  the  effect  of  mere — ^we  might  almost  ssy 

XequeMtehMrganique'lf  smce  tartar  is  found  wilfitl — imitation ;   as  in  churches,  leetore- 

oonsisting  entirely  of  these  vibriones.  rooms,  &c. ;   and  we  Imow  that,  whaterer 

This  shows,  too,  why  cleanliness,  and  tte  may  be  acauired  by  the  wQl,  may  be  ss 

use  of  tonic  or  alcoholic  fluids,  prevent  the  readily  checked  by  it.    Dr.  Diday  teDs  ui 

formation  of  tartar  by  preventing  the  pro*  that  one  of  the  most  eminent  phyaidans  of 

duction  of  the  infVisoria.  La  Fiti^  hospital  is  in  the  habit  of  bawttnf 

To  recapitulate,  it  appears :  out,  on  entering  any  of  the  wards,  **  I  m 

1 .  Tliat  there  is  a  great  number  of  vibri-  have  no  coughing  during  my  visit ;  whoever 

ones  in  the  mucus  which  accumulates  around  cannot  stop  himself,  shall  be  put  on  Unr 

and  between  the  teeth.  diet;"   and  true  it  is  tiiat  all  the  patients 
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are  wonderfiiUy  still  M  long  u  his  visit  tant,  to  the  morbid  sensibility  of  the  ex- 
lasts.  It  is  an  old  saying,  that  very  few  tremities  of  the  glosso-phajyngeal  and 
people  know  what  they  can  do  until  they  pnenmogastric  nerves.  We  often  observe 
try ;  and  every  one  can  testify  from  his  own  the  effects  of  this  revulsive  action  in  a  some- 
cxperienoe,  that  when  the  attention  is  snd-  what  analogous  case,  that  of  nausea ;  for  we 
denly  engaged  elsewhere,  he  ceases  to  feel  a  know  that  the  disposition  of  the  stomach  to 
desire  to  some  natural  act,  as  to  sneeze,  to  take  on  an  inverted  action  may  often  be 
pass  urine,  &c.,  although  this  desire  or  checked  by  rinsing  the  throat  with  a  mouth- 
^eiolw  had  been  urgent  just  before.  fbl  of  spirits.    If  the  stomach  be  not  too 

M.  Diday  gives  the  following  account  of  much  overloaded,  this  simjde  means  will  not 

Ilk  observationfi.  unfrequently  prevent  vomiting.    Here,  then, 

"  The  first  idea  that  occurred  to  me  on  is  an  instance  where,  by  making  a  peculiar 

this  subject  was  suggested  by  what  I  observed  lively  impression  on  certain  sensory  nerves, 

to  take  place  during  sneesmg.    It  is  well  a  tendency  to  muscular  contraction— or,  to 

known  to  many  people  that  tins  act  may  be  use  the  language  of  a  modem  school,  an 

very  often  prevenfeed  by  rubbingtheodge  of  the  ezcito-motory  action — ^in  another  part,  more 

eydids  or  of  the  lips,  or  the  tip  of  the  nose,  or  less  removed  from  it,  is  prevented  and 

with  your  finger,  when  the  disposition  to  controlled ;  and  yet  every  one  knows  that  a 

sneese  is  fdt.     I  have  repeatedly  advised  different  kind  of  impression,  that  of  titilla- 

this  expedient  to  my  friends  and  ivatients,  tion,  made  on  the  same  organs,  is  one  of  the 

and  H  has  tnTarisbly  sucoeeded.      In  one  surest  methods  of  exciting  this  very  sympa- 

caae  in  particular,  that  of  a  young  priest,  thetic  action.    Much,  therefore,  evidently 

who  had  been  for  some  time  much  annoyed  depends  upon  the  Idnd  or  degree  of  the 

fay  the  almost  invariable  recurrence  of  fits  irritation  produced.    While  gentle  tickling 

of  sneesing  that  were  apt  to  come  on  during  promotes,  firm  rubbing  will  often  serve  to 

Us  performanoe  of  mass,  this  simple  means  check,  a  sympathetic  movement  in  a  distant 

affbrded  a  speedy  and  eomplete  relief.     In  part. — Gageiie   Midicale  ;     and     Dublin 

the  performanee  of  eertain  delicate  suigical  Jimmal  qf  Medical  Seienet. 

operations  about  the  face  and  throat,  such    

aa  tlmt  for  bare-lip,  fi«ure  of  tte  paUte,  LUXATION  OP  THE  PATELLA 

&c,  It  IB  a  matter  of  the  greatest  conse- 

qucnce  that  tiie  patient  should  avoid  all  OJN  lib  AXlfe, 

movement  of  tiie  parte  in  the  neighbourhood,  By  Dr.  P.  Gazsan,  of  Fitteburg. 

and  nothing  disarranges  everything  so  much  _ 

as  a  fit  of  coughing  or  sneexing.  ,  ^      a_                          *  t  j 

Now  as  tibe  latter  of  these  acta— which,  Jamks,  aged  twenty-one  years,  son  of  Judge 

bv  the  bv.  is  nothing  dse  but  a  cough  of  Porter,   of   Pittebui^,    was   thrown   while 

the  nasal  passages,  and  of  the  bask  of  the  wrestling,  and  immediately  found  himself 

tfaioat— 4nay  be  so  easily  and   effectually  unable  to  rise.                                   ^       , 

oontrolkd  in  flie  manner  we  have  just  men-  On  seeing  him  about  an  hour  after  the 

tioned,  we  are  naturally  led  to  expect  the  accident,  I  found  the  pateUa  of  the  nght  leg 

■ame  in  die  fiwmer ;   and  so  I  have  found  it  dislocated  on  ita  axis,  i.  e.  it  was  lying  on  ito 

to  be  the  case  not  only  in  myself,  but  in  edge,  presenting  the  posterior  face  outward, 

aeveral  other  penons  who  have  tried  the  and  the  anterior  fiicc  inward,  the  inner  edge 

experiment  nndv  my  direction.  resting  in  the  groove  between  the  condyles 

By  merdy  rubbing  pretty  smartly  with  of  ^e  femur.                _  ^.        ^  .           , 

the  pofait  of  a  finger  Ae  edge  of  the  lips  or  Flexing  the  thigh  on  the   pdvis,   and 

of  &  eydids,  or  of  the  tip  of  the  nose,  straightening  the  leg,  I  endeavoured  to  re- 

when  Ae  first  intimation  of  the  *  besoin'  to  place  the  bone   by  pressmg  ita  edges  in 

ooDih  is  felt,  the  act  may  often  be  entirdy  opposite    directions,   but  fWbng  (after  re- 

pi«Snited.    When  this  fcding  returns  very  peated  trials),  I  reqwstcd  that  the  parent 

hsqoently,  it  will  be  found  useful  to  employ  should  be  brought  to  town  (*^«  r^^^cnt 

the  remlsive  friction  first  on  one  of  the  happened  three  miles  out  of  the  city),  and 

iwta,  and  dien  on  the  others  in  quick  sue-  additional  advice  procured. 

r«ni^wH  i,u«t  "                         ^  ^^  al^^t  twelve  o'dock  the  patient  was 

M.  DIdaT  savi  Aat  the  object  m  the  brought   to    his   faAer's    houM,  where  I 

tMOam  U  not  to  supersede  the  exerdse  of  met  Dr.  Addison.   After  repeated  unsuccess- 

ndSt  of  the  will,  but  only  to  aid  and  ful  attempta  at  reduction  it  was  thought  wdl 

•aneat  ks  efficacy.    He  accounta  for  ita  to  lessen  the  tension  of  Uie  Jo^lJ.^^yi*'*?* 

eSota  on  the  orindples  of  the  exdto-motory  the  ligament  of  the  patella.    This  I  ^d,  by 

doetrinca  of  Mardidl  Hall  and  Muller  re-  introdudng  beneath  the  skm  a  narrow-bladod 

netSDtt  the  nervous  system.  knife,  and  cutting  the  ligament  close  to  the 

^Timiwesdon  made  on  the  extremities  tubercle  of  the  tibU.    Again  we  attempted 

of  certain  brandies  of  tiie  trifadal  nerve  the  reduction,  but  failed.    pepateUawuld 

w  a  sort  of  derivative,  or  counter-lrri-  be  moved  on  ita  edge  more  fredy  than  before 
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the  cutting,  but  resisted  all  our  efforts  to  niously  isolated  by  your  correspondfent  oe- 

replace  it.  curs,  and  has  reference  to  no  festnre  in  the 

Dr.  Speer  was  now  joined  to  the  consulta-  case  other  than  that  of  the  operation  itaelL 

tion,  and,  in  accordance  with  his  suggestion,  I  would  beg  to  remind  him,  that  the  opera- 

the  patient  was  placed  erect,  a  Tein  opened,  tions  practised  by  Mr.  Walne  and  myadf 

and   the  blood  allowed    to   flow  until  the  are  essentially  different.      Two  mediods  cf 

approach  of  syncope,  when  the  efforts  at  re-  operating  were  many  yean  ago  introduced : 

duction  were  renewed ;  but  although   the  one  in  which  the  abdominal  incision  was  of 

patella  could  be  moved  on  its  edge,  it  could  very  considerable  length  ;  the  other  having 

not  be  lifted  out  of  the  groove  in  which  it  the  opening  into  thei^omen  not  moretfaiB 

rested.     It  was  now  agreed  to  let  the  patient  **  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two  indies  long,"— 

rest  for  a  few  hours.  the  former  being  a  severe,  the  latter  proba- 

The  thigh  was  now  strongly  flexed  on  the  bly  a  more  dangerous  od€.  Deairoas  of 
pelvis,  and  the  heel  elevated.  Then  the  leg  was  combining  the  advantages  of  both,  I  esi- 
flexed  steadily  and  forcibly  on  the  thigh,  and  ployed  an  incision  suffidenUy  large  to  admit 
suddenly  straightened.  At  the  moment  of  of  tiie  removal  of  the  empticMi  cyst,  and  the 
straightening  the  leg  I  pressed  very  strongly  application  of  the  necessary  ligatures,  with- 
against  tiie  lower  edge  of  the  patella  from  out  the  empleyment  of  any  force,  and  at 
without,  with  the  h«ui  of  a  door-key  well  same  time  avoiding  the  increased  pain  ooa- 
wrapped,  while  Dr.  Addison  pressed  with  sequent  upon  a  very  ezteosive  wonnd  of  ths 
both  thumbs  against  the  upper  edge  of  the  integuments.  In  the  first-named  opentioB 
bone  towards  the  external  condyle.  On  the  the  sac  is  removed  entire ;  in  my  own  can 
fourth  trial  this  manoeuvre  succeeded,  the  its  fluid  contents  were  previously  evacoated. 
bone  springing  into  its  place  with  a  snap.  It  must  be  sufficientiy  obvious  that  I  hsfs 
A  cushioned  splint  was  placed  behind  the  not  adopted  the  method  of  operating  prae- 
knee  and  secured  by  a  bandage ;  an  evaporat-  tised  by  Dr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Walne ;  and  it 
ing  lotion  was  used,  and  the  patient  kept  at  was  only  in  connection  with  this  subject  tfast 
rest.  Recovery  was  uninterrupted,  and  the  I  made  use  of  the  expression  which  has  in- 
young  man  has  now  perfect  command  of  the  duced  your  correspondent  to  honour  me 
Umb. — American  Joum.  qf  Med  Sciencee,  with  his  remarks :  whilst  in  the  following 


sentence  I  have  distincUy  stated  that  I  had 

nxTK-oikiis  T\Tci7Aci7  csrcfully pcrused Dr.  CUy's sud Mr. Wslns's 

OVARIAN  DISEASE.  ^^^^   ^^^  j^  ^^^  somewhat  different 

deductions  from  those  arrived  at  by  their 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette,  authors. 

c.^  But  I  wUl  even  concede  to  yonr  oone- 

*  spondent  that  which  he  has   gratoitoualy 

I  MAY  perhaps  not  be  singular  when  I  con-  assumed,  namely,  that  I  denied  having  pro- 


fess  myself  at   a  loss  to  understand  the    fited  by  the  results  of  Mr.  Walne's  late 

motive  that  has  induced  your  correspondent,  in  the  treatment  of  my  own,  and  he  is  then 

Mr.  Camplin,  to  put  himself  to  the  trouble  placed  in  a  more  untenable  position  than 

of  addressing  you  on  the  subject  of  my  re-  before,  for  Mr.  Walne's  patient  soffeiedfrom 

cent  case  of  ovarian  disease.     The  charge  phlegmasia  dolens,  and  mine  did  not.    Surely 

which  he    appears   desirous  of  preferring  Mr.  CampUn  will  not  assert  that  I  adopted 

against  me  needs  no  otiier  refutation  than  Mr.  Walne's  treatment  by  prescribing  for  a 

that  afforded  by  the  narration  of  the  case ;  disease  which  did  not  exist.      But  the  evi- 

and  if  Mr.  C.  had  but  read  witii  as  much  deuce  is  before  him  ;  let  him  compare  the 

care  as    "  mterest,'    he  would,    I   tiiink,  medical  treatment  of  botii  cases,  and  tiien, 

scarcely  have  attempted  to  play  the  critic  on  as  one  of  those  trifling  drcumstanoes  wor^ 

grounds  alike  frivolous  as  untenable.  of  his  criticism,  he  may  probably  discover 

It  is  urged  that  I  have  adopted  similar  that  I   have  carefully  abstamed  from  ad- 

treatment  to  that  employed  by  Mr.  Wahie,  ministering  a  remedy  to  which  much  im- 

and  that  I  have  made  use  of  the  expression  portance  is  attached,  both  by  Dr.  Clay  and 

of  "  apparentiy  having  profited  so  little  by  Mr.  Walne,— tiie  ox-gall,  which,  used  by 

the  recorded  cases  of  Dr.  CUy  and  Mr.  those  gentiemen  on  several  occasions,  was 

Wahie."     It  is  witii  true  regret  tiiat  I  find  not  once  employed  by  myself. 

Mr.   Camplm    descending    to  tiiat  lowest  Your  correspondent  has  not  been  less 

grade  of  cnticism,  which  seeks  its  support  unfortunate  in  selecting  the  second  case  of 

m  the   selection  of  half  sentences  quoted  Mr.  Wahie,  as  tiiat  from  which  I  culled  mw 

witiiout  tiie  accompanying  context.     In  the  ideas  of  treatment.     Mr.  Wahie's  first  esse 

few  remarks  appended  to  my  case,  I  referred  was  already  published,  and  in  its  subsequent 

the  chief  causes  of  its  successfiil  issue  to  history  corresponded  much  more  dosdv  to 

tiiree  hwds,  under  the  last  of  which  I  al-  my  own.     Could  not  that  fact  content  Sir. 

luded  solely  to  tiic  manner  of  operating :  in  Camplin  ?     He  has  thought  otiierwise,  sad 

tiiat  paragraph  tiie  half  sentence  so  inge-  has  therefore  indulged  in  the  constmetioo 
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T>f  cm  obscare  little  paragraph,  by  which  I  by  him   to  take  a  law  opinion  from  Her 

am  informed  that   I   received  so  large  a  Majesty's  Attomey-Greneral  as  to  the  state 

iramber  of  bulletins  of  the  condition  of  Mr.  of  the  law  on  the  matter.     The  Attorney 

Walne's  patient.     I  have  no  right  to  allade  General,  and  Mr.  Martin,  (another  Counsel 

to  any  attendant  drcumstanoes  of  a  case,  who  was  consulted,)  have  stated  it  to  be 

howerer  trivial  and  unimportant  they  may  their  opinion  "  that  as  fEur  as  surgery  is 

be,  if  not  previously  published ;  I  may,  how-  concerned,  those  persons  who  have  a  Mftrgieal 

ever,  briefly  state  that  all  that  Mr.  Camplin  diploma,  or  degree,  from  a  Royal  College  or 

can  mean  is,  that  at  about  the  time  of  Mr.  University  in  Scotland  or  Ireland  are  (in 

Walne's  operation  I   happened  to    be  in  point  of  law)  aa  competent  to  be  appointed 

attendance  upon  a  lady,  one  of  whose  medi-  and  to  act  as  medi(»l  officers,  under  the 

cal  attendants  had  frequent  opportunities  of  statute  referred  to,  as  the  persons  who  have 

watching  Mr.  Walne's  patient,  and  that  I  the  diploma  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 

thus  occasionally  heard  of  the  progress  of  in  London. 

the  case.  It  is  important  to  medical  men  to   be 

It  has  not  been  without  hesitation  that  I  informed,  that,  in  consequence  of  this  opinion, 
have  replied  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Camplin,  and  I  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  intimated 
cannot  but  feel  that  something  like  an  apology  their  intention  "  to  admit  persons  having  a 
should  be  offered  to  Mr.  Walne  for  the  very  surgical  diploma  or  degree  from  a  Royal 
frequent  reference  made  to  his  cases.  Such  College  or  University  in  Scotland  or  Ireland, 
apology  is  due  from  your  correspondent ;  to  the  same  rights  under  the  Poor  Law 
and  in  conclusion  I  would  beg  him  (and  the  Amendment  Act,  as  members  of  the  Royal 
caution  seems  necessary)  not  to  again  mis-  College  of  Surgeons  of  London,  and  to  make 
understand  me.  I  trust  I  shall  not  £bl11  into  such  modifications  in  their  general  medical 
the  equal  absurdity  of  refusing  to  learn  from  order  of  the  12th  April  [March  ?]  1842,  as 
recorded  experience,  or  accusing  others  of  may  be  necessary  for  giving  effect  to  the 
having  done  so.  I  have  derived  both  plea-  above  recited  opinion  of  the  Attorney- 
sure  and  instruction  flt>m  the  perusal  of  the  General.'' 

writings  of  Mr.  Wahne,  and  shall  be  always  If  not  too  long  for  insertion,  it  would  be 

glad  to  profit  by  the  experience  of  one  who  highly  satisfactory  to  medical  men  to  find 

lo  advantageously  employs  it  \  and  let  me  published  in  frdl  in  your  widely  circulated 

odd,  if  Mr.  Camplin  will  kindly  inform  me  Journal  the  letter  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 

where  I  can  meet  with  any  addition  he  has  missioners  of  date  21  August,  1843,  and  the 

ever  made  to  medical  science,  I  shall  be  opinion    of    the  Attorney   General,    dated 

happy  to  profit  by  that  also.  August,  8th,  1843,  which  was  drcuUted  along 

Allow  me  to  remain,  sir,  witi^  it. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant,  Your  obedient  servant, 

FasDSRiCK  Bird,  M.D.  Medicus. 

38,  Craven  Street,  Sept.  3,  IMS.  Edinburgh,  Augnst  2, 1843. 
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UNIONS  AND  PARISHES.  y^  ,;i,  ^^^^^  ^^^^  j^,^.,^^  ^^^^^^ 

2b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ^  very'  mehincholy  case  occurred  at  this 

SiBf^  place  about  ten  days  ago.     A  lady  of  rank 

Ab  it  is  of  great  importance  that  medical  was  supposed  to  have  stricture  in  the  rectum. 

men  should  be  aware  of  the  natare  of  the  Her  surgeon,  after  several  attempts  at  dif- 

qoaJificationa  required  to  enable  them  to  .ferent    times,   at  length  succeeded,   as  he 

hold  ntuations  in  Unions,   Parishes,  &c.,  thought,  in  passing  the  bougie  through  the 

under  the  English  Poor  Law  Act,  it  would,  obstruction,  but  instead  of   this  he  fairly 

I  fed  assured,  be  conferring  a  favour  on  the  ran  the  instrument  through  the  gut,  and 

IHTofeaikm  your  giving  publicity  to  the  fol-  death  followed  in  about  24  hours  !  ! ! 

lowing  statement :—  The  body  was  opened,  and,  as  some  pre- 

By  the  General  Medical  Order  of  the  Poor  dieted,  no  stricture  (or  any  trace  of  disease) 

Law  Commissioners,  of  date  March  12, 1842,  was  discovered.    This  sad  event  has,  as  you 

thegotrdians  were  instructed  that  no  medical  may  imagine,  led  to  much  discussion  among 

penon,    not    posseaung    purely    English  medical  men.     Some  maintain  that  there  is 

qnalificationi  in  medicine  and  surgery,  was  no  such  thing  as  eimple  stricture  of  the 

legally  qualified  for  holding  offices  in  the  rectum — that  it  is  never  seen  amongst  the 

Unions,   5ec.      In  consequence  of  remon-  thepoor  (only  among  the  rich,  who  can  afford 

ftrances  made  against    thia  order  to  the  to  pay  for  it),  that  it  is  never  found  on  dis- 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart-  section,  and  that  they  doubt  the  accuracy  of 

ment,  by  varioui  Scotch  and  Irish  medical  the  statements  they  find  in  books,  without 

bodiefi  the  oommiiiionerg  were  instructed  impugning  the  veradty  of  the  writers. 
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Oh  the  other  hand,  a  few  maintain  that 
they  hare  met  with  the  disease,  and  cured  it 
too.  Now  it  would  he  a  great  satisfaction 
to  know  the  opinion  of  your  great  London 
sorgeons  on  this  point.  If  there  is  such  a 
disease,  some  of  them  mnst  haye  met  with 
it  in  tl|eir  extensive  practice,  and  it  mnst 
have  heen  often  seen  in  the  dead-rooms  of 
the  different  hospitals. 

The  rectum  was  greatly  patraniiidin  this 
city  some  years  ago,  and  it  is  still  a  favourite 
with  one  or  two  surgeons,  who  doubtless 
find  it  a  fruitful  source  of  income. 
I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A  SUBSORIBKft. 

Bath,  Aug.  25, 1848. 

[The  above  is  authenticated.] 

SYDENHAM'S  WORKS. 

To  the  Editor  qftke  Medical  Gaxeite, 

Sir, 
I  BIG  to  call  your  attention  to  an  advertise- 
ment on  the  liieet  of  your  excellent  journal, 
by  the  honorary  secretary  of  the  Sydenham 
Society,  of  the  25th  of  August,  announcing 
editions  of  works  shortly  to  appear,  the  first 
of  which  seems  to  be  in  Latin. 

**  1st.  A  complete  edition  of  Sydenham's 
Works  in  Latin,  by  Dr.  Gieenhin,  of  Oxford." 

With  all  due  deference  and  respect  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Council  of  the  Sydenham 
Society,  I  beg  to  remind  them  that,  should 
this  edition  be  published  in  Latin,  as  an- 
nounced, without  an  English  translation,  it 
will  not  be  read  or  appreciated  by  far  the 
greater  portion  of  the  more  practical  mem- 
bers of  the  profession,  fh)m  want  of  time 
and  classical  knowledge.  An  English  trans- 
lation would  be  far  preferable  to  a  Latin 
edition,  and  would  better  answer  the  good 
intentions  of  the  society.  With  every  de- 
sire for  its  substitution  myself,  I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
A  Mbm BBR  or  THE  Stdsnbam 

SOCIBTY. 

Heywood,  Lancashire, 
Sept.  S,  1M9. 

RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Some  Account  of  the  Epidemic  of  Scarla- 
tina, which  prevailed  in  Dublin  ftt>m  1834 
to  1842  indnaive ;  With  Observations.  By 
Henry  Kennedy,  A.B.,  M.B.,  T.C.D., 
L.R.C.S.I.,  &e. 

The  Retroq)eet  of  Practical  Medidiie  and 
Surgery :  being  a  half-yeaily  Journal  con- 
taining a  Retrospective  View  of  every  Dif* 
eovery  and  practical  Improvement  in  ttue 
Medieal  Sciences.  Edited  by  W.Braitfawaite, 
Surgeon  to  the  Leeds  General  Eye  and  Ear 
Infirmary,  &c.   Vol.  vii.   Jan.-^une,  184S. 

Appendix  to  the  Reports  regarding  the 
Royal  Infirmary  of  Edlnbuigh,  184S. 


JROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  or  OBNTLBMBK  ADKnTKD  MBMBBRS. 

Monday,  Auffusi  28,  1843. 

E.  T.  BendalL— B.  Barrett.— F.  Wildbere  - 
T.  Orton.— C.  R.  Morgan.— T.  H.  Baker.— T.  In- 
gall.— C.  Cooper.— T.  C.  Lewis. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  sll 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  August  26,  1843. 

Small  Fox 4 

Measles  2S 

Scarlatina  M 

Hooping  Cough  15 

Croup t 

Thrush    % 

Diarrhoea   a 

Dysentery 11 

Cholera    € 

Inlloenxa 0 

Ague I 

Remittent  Fever 0 

Typhus    SI 

Erysipelas 1 

Sypbilii  1 

Hydrophobia 6 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  141 
Diseases  of  the  Longs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration   US 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-Tesscls  ....  H 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    §7 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 1 

Childbed 8 

Fsramenia. • 

Ovarian  Dropsy  • 1 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c S 

Arthritis 0 

Rheumatism I 

Diseases  of  Joints,  ftc I 

Carbuncle 0 

Phlegmon  0 

Ulcer   0 

FistuU  0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  <cc •. 1 

Dropsy,    Cancer,  and  other   Diseases    of- 

Uncertaln  Seat 91 

Old  Age  or  NaturalDecay 45 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lutempe- 

ranoe  SI 

Causes  not  specified S 


Deaths  flrom  all  Causes . 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  5lo  S7'  32*JV. 
Longitude  0^  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich. 

AugUtt  194A.    THBaMOMBTBR.    BABOMma. 


from  61  to  71 
eo     72 


29*89       fitat. 


Wednesday  30 
Thursday  .  31 

JSi(pteMber» 
Friday.  .  .    l  55     77 

Saturday  .a  67     77 

Sunday  .  .    8  54     78 

Monday .  .    4  68     55 

Tuesday    .5  43     66 

Wind  variable. 

30th  cloudy,  except  the  eveninfir-    *l*tf  bmmh- 
ing  cloudy ;  afternoon  and  evening^  clear.     Sep- 
tember ist,  morning  fogTST*  otherwise  fenerauy 
dear.    9d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th,  dear. 
Charlks  Hewrt  APAMa. 

Wilson  ft  Ooilvt,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  15,  1843. 


LECTURES  fait  boiteiue  d'une  jambe  depuis  trente-huit 

Q2C  THB  '"^^  parun  semblable  accident,  ensoit  d*une 

mttn^nv    *i.T^    nn  A /^r.iTr^^    ««  dc  868  couchcs.*'     Maonceau  docs  not  State 

THEORY   AND    PRACTICE    OP  that  he  ever  saw  the  disease  prove  fatal,  but 

MIDWIFE  R  Y ,  he  knew  that  it  was  dangerous  when  the  pain 

nelweredin  the  Theatre  ofSL  Georye'8  *"*  "^^lli"*  .f "[  '^'^  ^?*1  ^^  ^*'  .«^- 

Hoipiial  companied  with  fever,  difficulty  of  respira- 

__             T»irkw»c.  ^^^»  *^^  much  tension  and  soreness  of  the 

By  Robbkt  Lbb,  M.D.  F.R.S.  hypogastrium.  When  the  swelling  was  slight 

—  and  unaccompanied  by  fever,  he  knew  that 

Lbcturb  XLIII.  ^^  affection  was  without  danger,  and  would 

soon  disappear  by  the  use  of  diuretics.     A 

Oh  Crural  PhlebiiU.  fiu-  naore  full  and  exact  description  was  given 

Whbn    inflammation    commences    in    the  of   the  symptoms  of   crural   phlebitis  by 

aterine  branches  of  the  internal  iliac  or  hypo-  Puzos,  in  two  Memoirs,  entitled  Sur  lea 

gastric  veins,  it  sometimes  extends  into  the  Depots    Laiteux,    appell^s    communement 

eommon,  external  iliac,  and  femoral  veins,  Lait  Repandu,  in  1 759.    He  states  that  it  is 

and  thus  gives  rise  to  the  swelling  of  the  a  painful  and  protracted,  and  sometimes  a 

lower  extremities,  and  to  all  the  other  local  fatal  disease,  and  that  it  occurs  most  fre- 

and  oonstitational  sypmtoms  of  phlegmasia  quently  about  the  twelfth  day  after  delivery, 

dolena,  oedema  lacteum,  oedemedes  nouvelles  though  sometimes  as  late  as  the  sixth  week. 

accouched,  dqpots  laiteux,  les  infiltrations  He  also  observed  that  one  limb  only  is  at 

Imiteiues  dee  extremites    inferieures,    hys-  first  affected,  and  that  the  pain  and  swelling 

teralgia  lactea,  or  metastasis  lactis.     In  the  commence  in  the  groin  and  superior  part  of 

works  of  Hippocrates,  Rodericns  a  Castro,  the  thigh,  and  descend  along  the  course  of 

and  WiaeBDan,  there  are  obscure  notices  of  the  crural  vessels  to  the  ham,  and  thence 

tliii  disease.   Mauriceau  was  the  first  author  along  the  calf  of  the  leg  to  the  foot.     He 

who  pointed  oat  distinctly  its  most  charac-  observed  likewise  that  the  disease  sometimes 

teristio  symptomB.     I  have  seen,  he  says,  attacked  the  other  limb,  and  that  it  presented 

Bereral  women  after  being  safely  delivered,  the  same  appearances  as  the  first  affected. 

who  have  had  their  whole  legs  and  thighs.  The  extent  of  the  evil,  he  remarks,  is  readily 

from  the  groin  to  the  side  of  the  foot,  some-  recognised  by  a  painful  cord  formed  by  the 

tioMB  oo  one  side,  at  other  times  on  both,  infiltration  of  the  cellular  tissue  which  ac- 

remarkably  swollen  and  oedematous.     This  companies  the  crural  vessels.     **  Quand  le 

•eeident,  he  says,  often  occurs  after  a  sciatic  depot  laitsux  se  fait  sur  les  extremites  in- 

pain  caaied  by  a  reflux  upon  the  parts  of  ferieures  (p.  345),  il  n'en  attaque  qu'une  i^ 

eertain  humours  which  ought  to  be  evacuated  la  fois.     Souvent  le  mal  guerit  d'un  cot^, 

bf  the  lochia.       **  Cet  accident   survient  pour  passer  ensuite  a  I'autre.     La  douleur 

aonvcnt    enaoite    d'une    douleur    sciatique  et    Tenflure    commenoent    toujours    dans 

foifo  par  an  reflux,  qui  se  fait  sur  ces  Taine,  and  par  le  haut  dc  la  cuisse :  le  mal 

vaities,  dei  homeurs  qui  devroit  iire  evacuees  descend  ensuite  tout  le  long  du  cordon  des 

■ . t3 jI_..   I- r   j_   i_ : -.   ^t^^i  :;  a:.^  -...»:i  «>^<.^^J  j^i <. 


pent 

dans  la  soite,  comme  il  est  arHvde  a  une  de  At  page  350  he  says,  again,  *'  C'est  dans 

mcs  taotes,  qui  quoiqn'elle  fat  trcs  bien  faitc,  Taine,  et  dans  la  parte  superieure  de  la  cuisse, 

aad  kuri  draiteauparafant,  est  restee  tout-a-  que  le  depot  commence  a  donner  des  signea 

824.— XXXII.  *^  ^ 
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de  sa  presence  par  la  douleor  que  Taccoiich^e  nerally  called  a  cold,  but  it  ia  not.  In  some 
7  ressent,  et  la  donlear  suit  ordinairement  le  it  is  orer  in  a  short  time,  in  othcra  it  will 
trajet  des  gros  Taisseaux  qui  descendent  le  last  some  months ;  it  generally  does  well." 
long  delacuisse;  elle  est  m^me  plus  vive  In  1784,  Mr.  White,  of  Manchester,  pub- 
dans  tout  ce  trajet.  On  reconnoit  I'etendue  lished  an  "  Inquiry  into  the  nature  and 
du  mal  par  une  espece  de  corde  douloureuse  cause  of  the  swdling  in  one  or  both  of  the 
que  forme  Tinfiltration  du  tissue  cellulaire  lower  extremities^whieh  aometimefl  happens 
qui  accompagne  ces  vaisseaux ;  et  Tenflure  to  lying-in  women  /'  and  be  aoggested  or 
se  joint  presque  toujours  a  la  douleur/'  In  adopted  the  opinion,  that  the  Hi^stm^  depends 
the  treatment  of  the  disease,  which  Puzos  on  obstruction,  detention,  and  accmnoiatioD 
considered  to  depend  on  metastasis  of  milk,  of  lymph  in  the  limb,  or  on  some  other 
he  recommends  repeated  TenesectioUfGalhar-  morbid  condition  of  the  lymphstic  ▼essels 
tics,  and  sudorifics,  and  various  local  appli-  and  glands  of  the  affected  parts.  He  consi- 
cationf ,  as  fomentations  and  embrocations,  dered  it  to  arise  from  some  local  aoddeot 
The  daughter  in  law  of  M.  Clement,  one  of  the  during  labour,  and  to  be  a  purely  local  dis- 
most  distinguished  accoucheurs  at  the  time,  ease.  Mr.  White  saw  fovrteeo  cases  either 
but  an  enemy  to  blood-letting  in  this  dis-  during  or  subsequent  to  the  attadc ;  but » 
ease,  was  attacked  with  pain  in  the  thigh  on  none  of  them  proved  fatal,  an  opportunity 
the  fifteenth  day  alter  a  natural  labour ;  was  not  afforded  him  to  detennine  the  truth 
violent  fever  and  great  swelling  of  the  thigh  of  his  hypothesis  by  an  examination  of  the 
speedily  followed,  and  she  died  from  the  actual  condition  of  the  cKfferent  textures  of 
depot  laiteux,  as  it  was  called,  on  the  twen-  the  affected  extremities  An  Essay  on  the 
tieth  day  after  her  confinement,  and  the  swelling  of  the  lower  extremities  incident  to 
fifth  day  of  the  disease.  Puzos  admits  that  lying-in  women,  was  pubfished  in  1792,  by 
this  was  not  the  only  case  he  had  seen  which  Mr.  Trye,  of  Gloucester,  in  which  be  le- 
hadterminatedfatally,  and  that  copious  blood-  ferred  the  symptoms  to  rupture  of  the  lym- 
letting  was  not  an  infallible  remedy.  "  J*ai  phatics  as  tiiey  cross  the  brim  of  the  pelvis 
eu  le  malheur  de  perdre  plus  d'une  malade,  under  Poupart's  ligament.  Six  cases  came 
malgre  toutes  les  saignees  que  j'avois  pu  under  the  observation  of  Mr.  Trye,  and  in 
faire :  non  que  les  saign^  eussent  ^t^  con-  all  recovery  likewise  took  place.  He  deaily 
traires;  mais  elles  avoient  6t^  insuffisantes  perceived,  although  he  was  unable  to  explain 
pour  ces  cas  las,  parceque  le  mal  ^oit  plus  the  feict,  that  an  intimate  rdation  subsists 
puissant  que  le  remede,  and  qu'il  n'y  en  between  uterine  inflammation  or  pnerpenl 
avoit  pas  d'autre.''  fever,  and  the  swelled  leg  of  lying-in  women. 

Levret*s  description  of  crural  phlebitis  Dr.  Ferriar  soon  after  maintained,  without 
(1761),  coincides  in  every  respect  with  that  furnishing  the  slightest  evidence  in  mtppoct 
of  Puzos,  and  he  refers  the  disease  to  the  of  his  opinion,  that  there  is  a  general  in- 
crural  vessels,  in  so  direct  a  manner,  that  it  flammatory  state  of  the  absorbents  in  this 
is  wonderful  some  opportunity  did  not  occur  disease.  Dr.  Hull,  of  Manchester,  published, 
to  enable  him  to  discover  its  precise  nature,  in  1800,  an  essay  on  crural  phlebitis,  whi^ 
When  the  disease  attacks  one  side,  a  swelling  he  called  phlegmasia  dolens,  in  which  he 
more  or  less  considerable,  he  observes,  is  showed  that  it  was  impossible  to  acooont 
felt  in  the  iliac  fossa.  The  cord  of  crural  for  the  phenomena  on  the  supposition  thst 
vessels  is  also  painful  through  a  great  part  of  the  lymphatics  were  affected  independently 
its  course.  of  a  considerable  primary  affection  of  the 

In  a  manuscript  copy  of  Dr.  William  sangmferons  system  of  the  limb.     He  ooo* 

Hunter's  Lectures,  taken  in  1775,  no  ac-  sidered  the  proximate  cause  to  consist  in  an 

count  is  given  of  the  disease ;  but  from  the  inflammatory  affection,  producing  suddenly 

following  note  vrritten  by  Mr.  Cruicksbanks  a  considerable  effusion  of  serum  and  coagu- 

to  Mr.  Trye,  at  the  time  he  was  engaged  in  lating  lymph,  from  the  exhalants  into  the 

the  publication  of  his  work  on  the  subject,  cellular  membrane  of  the  limb.      All  the 

It  is  evident  that  Dr.  Hunter  had  seen  cases  textures,  muscles,  cellular  membrane,  lyss- 

of  crural  phlebitis,  and  was  convinced  that  phatics,  nerves,  glands,  and  blood-TesselSy 

the  opinions  of  Puzos  and  Levret  respecting  he  supposed  to  become  affected.     The  pri- 

the  nature  of  the  disease  had  no  solid  foun-  mary  seat  of  the  inflammation  he  believed  to 

dation.     **  They  have  imputed  the  swelled  be  in  the  muscles,  ceUular  membrane,  and 

leg,  which  happens  after  lying-in,  to  a  d€p6t  inferior  surface  of  the  cutis ;  but  it  was  a 

de  laitf  but  it  is  not ;  to  something  wrong  mere  supposition.     Dr.  Hull  thus  describes 

in  the  constitution.      The  patient  is  first  the  symptoms  of  the  disease : — "  It  has  ba 

seized  with  pain  in  the  groin  ;  the  pulse  be-  many  instances  attacked  women  who  were 

comes  smart,  and  the  part  becomes  tender ;  recovering  fix>m   puerperal  fever,    and   in 

the  pain  and  tenderness  get  graduedly  lower  some  cases  has  supervened  or  succeeded  to 

down,  and  the  muscles  are  stiffened  into  thoracic  inflammation.     It  not  uncommonly 

hard  bumps,  and  an  oedema  firequently  sue-  begins  with  coldness  and  rigors.    These  are 

oeeds  the  inflammatory  swelling.    It  is  ge-  succeeded  by  heat,  thirst,  and  other  symp- 
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tODiB  of  pyrexia ;  and  then  "pain,  stiffneu,  affecting  only  one  of  the  inferior  extren^tief , 
and  other  symptomB  of  topical  inflamma-  and  aa  terminating  by  resolution,  or  the  ef- 
tion  snperrene.  Sometimes  the  local  af-  fusion  of  a  fluid  that  is  remoyed  by  the  ab« 
fection  is  from  the  first  accompanied  with,  sorbents ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  sometimes 
but  is  not  preceded  by,  febrile  symptoms,  happens  that,  after  it  abates  in  one  limb,  the 
Upon  other  occasions  the  topical  affection  is  other  is  attacked  in  a  similar  way.  It  also 
neither  preceded  by  puerperal  fever  nor  happens,  in  some  cases,  that  the  swelling  is 
rigors,  &c. ;  but  soon  after  it  has  taken  not  terminated  by  resolution  ;  for  sometimes 
place,  tbe  pnlse  becomes  more  frequent,  the  a  suppuration  takes  place  in  one  or  both 
neat  of  the  body  is  increased,  and  the  pa-  legs,  and  ulcers  are  formed,  which  are  diffi- 
tient  is  affected  with  thirst  and  headache,  &c.  cidt  to  heal.  In  a  few  cases  gangrene  has 
The  pyrexia  is  very  Tarious  in  degree  in  supervened.  In  some  instances  the  patient 
different  patients,  and  sometimes  assumes  an  has  been  destroyed  by  the  violence  of  the 
irregular  remittent  or  intermittent  type,  disease,  before  either  suppuration  or  gan- 
"  Tibe  complaint  generally  takes  place  on  grene  has  happened." 
one  side  only  at  first,  and  the  part  where  it  It  is  a  very  remarkable  circumstance  In 
oommencea  is  various  ;  but  it  most  com-  the  history  of  crural  pUebitis,  that  above  a 
monly  begins  in  the  lumbar,  hypogastric,  or  century  and  a  half  should  have  elapsed  from 
fngwinal  region,  on  one  side ;  or  in  the  hip  the  time  when  it  was  first  clearly  pointed  out 
or  top  of  tibe  thigh,  and  corresponding  la-  by  Mauriceau,  and  the  seat  of  the  disease 
bfaua  pudendL  In  this  case  the  patient  first  distinctiy  referred,  at  a  later  period,  to  the 
perceives  a  lenie  of  pain,  weight,  and  stiff-  crural  vessels  by  Puzos  and  Levret,  befbre 
nen,  in  some  of  tbtb  above-mentioned  parts,  an  opportunity  was  presented  or  embraced 
which  are  increased  by  every  attempt  to  of  ascertaining  by  dissection  the  precise  na- 
move  the  pelvis  or  lower  limb.  If  the  part  ture  of  the  disease.  There  had  indeed  been 
be  carefully  examined,  it  generally  is  found  opportunities  to  determine  the  accuracy  of 
rather  fbller  or  hotter  than  natural,  and  the  different  hypotheses  which  had  been  ad- 
tender  to  the  touch,  but  not  discoloured,  vanced,  but  these  had  been  neglected ;  and 
The  pain  increases,  sjways  becomes  very  se-  the  seat  of  the  disease  in  the  crural  veins, 
vere,  and  in  some  casts  is  of  the  most  ex-  and  its  commencement  in  the  uterus,  were 
cnidating  kind.  It  extends  along  the  imperfectiy  understood  before  the  year  1829. 
thigh ;  and  when  it  has  subsisted  for  some  In  January  1823,  M.  Bouillaud  related  in 
Cuoae,  longer  or  shorter  hi  different  patients,  the  2d  vol.  of  the  Archives  Centrales  de 
the  top  of  the  thigh  and  the  labium  pu-  M^decine,  p.  188,  several  cases  and  dissec- 
dendi  Deoome  gpreatly  swelled,  and  the  pain  tions,  in  which  the  crural  veins  were  ob- 
is then  sometimes  alMviated*  and  unaccom-  literated  in  women  who  had  suffered  from  a 
pmiiedwith  a  gpreater  sense  of  distension,  swelling  of  the  lower  extremities  after 
llie  pain  next  extends  down  to  the  knee,  delivery;  and  he  distinctiy  stated  that  he 
and  u  generally  the  most  severe  on  the  in-  considered  obstruction  of  the  veins  to  be  the 
dde  sod  back  of  the  thigh,  in  the  direction  cause,  not  only  of  the  oedema  of  the  lower 
of  tilM  Internal,  cutaneous,  and  crural  nerves,  extremities  in  lying-in  women,  but  of  many 
When  it  has  continued  for  some  time  the  partial  dropsies.  He  has  adduced  varioua 
whole  of  the  thigh  becomes  swelled,  and  the  facts  and  observations  in  support  of  the 
pain  Is  somewhat  relieved.  The  pain  then  opinion,  that  in  many  cases  venous  obstruc- 
cxtends  down  the  leg  to  the  foot,  and  is  tion,  and  not  general  debility,  is  a  common 
eommonly  most  severe  in  the  direction  of  cause  of  dropsy.  Awoman,tet  20,  was  ad- 
the  posterior  tibial  nerve.  After  some  time  mitted  into  the  hospital  Cochin,  on  the  19th 
the  parts  last  attacked  begin  to  swell,  and  July,  1822,  affected  with  tubercles  of  the 
tiie  pain  abates  in  violence,  but  is  still  very  lungs,  and  oedema  of  both  lower  extremities. 
considerable,  especially  on  any  attempt  to  She  died  in  45  days,  and  on  opening  the 
aaove  the  limb.  The  extremity  being  now  body  a  cancerous  tumor  was  found  in  the 
awcDed  thronghont  its  whole  extent,  appears  pelvis,  which  involved  the  uterus,  rectum, 
perfectly  or  neariy  uniform ;  and  it  is  not  and  the  cellular  tissue,  and  glands  around, 
parontibly  lessened  by  an  horixontal  posi-  The  hypogastric  and  iUac  veins,  which  tra- 
tkm,  akt  an  oedematous  lunb.  It  is  of  the  versed  this  enormous  mass,  were  obliterated 
nitand  colonr,  or  even  whiter ;  is  hotter  .  by  an  old  red  fibrinous  coagulum ;  the  ob- 
ttannaCwal,  excessively  tense,  and  exqui-  literation  extended  downward  along  the  whole 
aHahr  tender  when  tondbed.  When  pressed  course  of  the  crural  veins,  and  upward  into 
by  Oe  linger  In  different  parts,  it  is  found  the  vena  cava,  to  the  level  of  the  right 
to  be  elMtic,  little  if  any  impression  re-  kidney. 

■Mining,  and  that  only  for  a  very  short        Anne  Vilard,  set.  55,  entered  the  same 

time."     After  describing   the  manner  in  hospital  on  the  19th  of  November,  1822. 

wUeii  tlw  eonstitotlonal  and  local  symptoms  She  died  59  days  after,  from  chronic  peri- 

mdMide,  Dr.    Hull  ferther  observes,  tiiat  tonitis,  cancer  of  thieo'«axiA.,«iA«BL«ckR^^fivK&. 

•«  hitkerto  the  diseMe  has  been  dwcribed  as  abtcew  Ui^\ttt\iwkv\^«x^^^  "^ 
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The  two  inferior  extremities  were  infiltrated.  *'  It  is  known,"  adds  M.  Bonillaud,  *'  tW 
On  examination  after  death,  the  crural,  ex-  infiltration  of  one  or  both  of  the  lower  ex- 
ternal, and  common  iliac  veins,  were  ob-  tremities  is  not  unfrequeiitlj  observed  ui 
literated,  and  rendered  impervious  by  the  women  recently  delivered,  and  that  in  the 
presence  of  solid  fibrinous  coagula.  bodies  of  those  who  die,  the  cmral  veins  are 

A  man,  set.  60,  was  admitted  on  the  I6th  obliterated;  compression  and  inflammatioa 

of  April,  1822,  with  pleurisy  and  chronic  are  the  causes  to  which  be  attributes  this. 

peritonitis.      The   lower  extremities    were  On  salt  qu'il  n'est  pas  rare  de  voir  Tinfiltra- 

swollen,  and  the  scrotum  and  trunk  of  the  tion  s'emparer  de  Tun  ou  dea  deux  membra 

body  soon  also  became  infiltrated.      The  abdominaux  chez  lea  nouvellea  aocoucfate 

dropsy  of  the  trunk  disappeared,  and  the  ab-  Eh  bien  !  on  trouve  surles  cadavrei  de  ceUes 

domen  was  seen  covered  with  large  veins,  qui  succombent,  des  obliterationa  dea  veines 

The  patient  died  in  75  days,  and  on  opening  cruralcs.     Les  5*  et  6*  observatioDa  que  j'li 

the  body,  the  right  kidney  was  found  greatly  rapportees   en    foumissent    dea    examples. 

enlarged,    and    affected    with    encephaloid  MM.  Chaussier,  Meckel,  Travers,  en  oat 

cancer.     The  tumor  lay  over  the  vena  cava,  recueilli  de  semblablea." 

was  filled  up  with  a  fibrous,  friable,  pul-  An  Essay  on  the  proximate  cause  of  tlie 

taceous   matter ;    the  emulgent  veins,   the  disease  called  Phlegmasia  Dolena,   by  Dr. 

veins  of  the  pelvis,  and  those  of  the  inferior  David  D.  Davis,  was  read  to  the  Medical 

extremities,  were  equally  obliterated  by  old  and  Chirurgical  Society,  May  6th,  1823,  and 

coagula.  subsequently  published  in  the  1 2th  vol.  of  the 

Virginie  Aubert,  set.  21,  much  affected  Med.  Chir.  Transactions.     The  following  is 

with  ataxic,  adynamic  fever,  of  three  weeks  the  first  case  related, 

duration,  entered  on  the  8th  of  November,  '*  Caroline  Dunn,  set.  21,  of  a  weak  oon- 

1822.    The  left  lower  extremity  was  at  this  stitution,  was  delivered  of  a  male  child  on 

time  infiltrated  and  painful.  She  died  in  nine  the  7th  of  February,  131 7t  after  a  aeveit 

days,  and  on  examining  the  body,  the  veins  labour  of  27  hours'  duration.     Some  loss  of 

of  the  swollen  limb  were  found  obliterated  blood  was  sustained  both  before  and  after  the 

by  a  long,  solid,  red  fibrinous  coagulum,  birth  of  the  child.     On  account  of  the  latter 

which  extended  into  the  vena  cava.     The  hsemorrhage,  the  placenta  waa  removed  ar* 

veins  on  the  opposite  side  contained  fluid  tificially  by  the  introduction  of  the  hand  into 

blood. — ^The  two  following  cases  are  examples  the  uterus.     On  the  following  day  the  pulse 

of  genuine  crural  phlebitis,  or  phlegmasia  was  full,  and  regular  at  90  ;  the  tongue  wis 

dolens,  in  puerperal  women,  and  they  are  white,   but  moist,  and  there  was  a  alight 

the  first  cases,  I  believe,   that  were  ever  thirst.     Pressure  upon  the   abdomen   oc« 

published,  in  which  the  crural  veins  were  casioned  no  pain,  but  a  sorenesa  waa  felt  in 

examined    after    death.     Elizabeth   Perfu,  the  vagina.     During  the  dajB  immediately 

set.  38,  was  received  into  the  Cochin  Hos-  succeeding,  the  symptoms  were  moderate." 

pital  on    the   27  th    of   April,    1822,   two  On  the  13th,  the  case  was  reported  aa  follows, 

months  after  her  delivery.    She  had  tubercles  Slight  fever ;  pulse  quick  and  full ;  bowels 

of  the  lungs,   and   infiltration  of  the  left  costive ;  tongue  white  and  dry ;  labia  pudenfi 

inferior  extremity.      The    body  was  in  a  inflamed,  sweUcd,  and  oedematoua ;   some 

state  of  great  marasmus.    The  veins  of  the  headache ;  respiration  difficult ;  appetite  bad; 

affected  extremity  were  found  after  death  a  copious  yellow  discharge  from  the  vagina, 

plugged  up  with  a  very  old,  red-coloured,  having  the  consistence  of  cream,  but  without 

easily  broken    down,  fibrinous   coagulum,  foetor. 

which  extended  into  the  common  iliac  vein,  17th. — The  report  was,  better  geneialiy; 

where  its  consistence  diminished.     The  vena  discharge  much  decreased ;     inflammatioQ 

cava,  and  veins  of  the  other  extremities,  con*  subsided ;  bowels  well  relieved ;  pulse  regulsr 

tained  more  or  less  fluid  blood.  at  86 ;    tongue  natural  in  its  appeaianoe ; 

Marguerite  CoUiere,  Kt.  30,  was  delivered  thirst  still  great, 

by  the  forceps  in  the  Maternity,  about  the  21st. — ^Much  better ;  sleep  good  ;  lat  up 

end  of  January,  1822.    She  entered  the  out  of  bed  for  four  hours, 

same  hospital  on  the  20th  of  March  follow-  22d. — Better  still ;  complained  of  alight 

ing,  having  the  left  lower  extremity  greatly  pain,  like  cramp,  aa  the  patient  herself  eK- 

swollen.  ^  She  died  on  the  seventh  day  after,  pressed  it,  in  the  left  leg. 

On  opening  the  body,  an  enormous  abscesa  26th. — ^Worse ;  left  leg  and  thigh  modi 

was  found  in  the  pelvis,  which  appeared  to  swollen  ;  pam  in  the  ingumal  region ;  akin 

have  commenced  on  the  left  side  of  the  hot ;  no  signs  externally  of  inflammation ; 

cavity,  before  and  within  the  psoas  muscle,  no  pitting  on  pressure;    bowela  ooative; 

All  &e  surrounding  parts  were  extensively  slight  cough ;    respiration  difficiUt ;    pulse 

disorganised,  and  softened  like  lard.    The  very  quick  and  small ;  headache, 
veins  of  the  swollen  extremity,  without  ex- .^  *•  Feb.  28tbto  March  2d. — No  better  ;  leg 

ceptiDg  the  great  saphena,  were  obliterated"  pitted  on  pressure ;  countenance  dc^reued ; 

bjr  a  solid,  Sbrinowt,  friable  coagulum.  VaxugiOT  \  ^ddinesa  at  intervals ;  pulae  80 1 
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freedom  from  pain;    no  appetite;   bowels  also,"  observes  Mr.  Lawrence,  "decidedly 

twice  relieved.  of  opinion,  in  consequence  of  its  firmness, 

3d. — Total  insensibility  ;     limb   equally  and  close  adhesion  to  the  vein,  that  the  red 

swollen  ;     countenance    sunk  ;     pale,    and  coagulum  in  the  femoral  vein  was  the  result 

emaciated.  of  a  similar  affection  extending  along  the 

4th. — Died  at  noon  this  day.     Mr.  Law-  tube ;  and  that  the  passage  of  blood  through 

rence   examined  the  body  on   the  6th  of  it  in  the  whole  tract  submitted  to  examination 

March,   1817,  and  gave  the  following  de-  must  have  been  completely  obstructed  before 

scription  of  the  morbid  appearances.     "  The  death.'' 

left  lower  extremity  presented  an  uniform  I  have  examined  the  preparation  of  the 
oedematous  enlargement  without  any  ex-  diseased  veins,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
temal  discolomration,  from  the  hip  to  the  that  the  appearances  here  described  were 
foot.  This  was  found  on  further  cxaroina-  produced  by  inflammation  of  their  lining 
tion  to  proceed  from  the  ordinary  anasarcous  membrane.  If  you  look  at  the  coloured 
effusion  into  the  cellular  substance.  The  engraving  which  accompanies  the  paper,  and 
inguinal  glands  were  a  little  enlarged,  as  observe  the  thickened  state  of  their  coats j 
they  usually  are  in  a  dropsical  limb,  but  and  the  coagulum  adhering  to  their  inner 
pale  coloured,  and  free  from  the  slightest  surface,  you  will  entertain  no  doubt  of  this, 
sign  of  inflammation.  The  femoral  vein  The  greater  part  of  the  coagulum  in  the 
horn  the  ham  upwards,  the  external  iliac,  femoral  vein  is  blood  ;  it  does  not  adhere  to 
and  the  common  iliac  veins,  as  ftir  as  the  the  lining  membrane,  but  a  coagulum  similar 
junction  of  the  latter  with  the  corresponding  to  that  in  the  common  and  external  iliac  is 
trunk  of  the  r^ht  side,  were  distended  and  never  seen  but  as  the  consequence  of  inflam- 
iirmly  plugged  with  what  appeared  externally  mation.  No  light  is  thrown  by  this  dissec- 
a  coagulum  of  blood.  The  femoral  portion  tion  on  the  origin  of  the  disease,  and  yoii 
of  the  vein,  slightly  thickened  in  its  coats,  might  be  led  to  infer  from  the  observation  of 
and  of  a  deep  red  colour,  was  filled  with  a  Mr.  Lawrence,  that  the  uterus  and  its  ap- 
firm  bloody  coagulum  closely  adhering  to  pendages,  and  blood-vessels,  were  healthy ; 
the  sides  of  the  tube,  so  that  it  could  not  be  that  the  inflammation  did  not  commence  in 
drawn  out.  As  the  red  colour  of  the  vein  the  uterine  branches  of  the  hypogastric  vein, 
might  have  been  caused  by  the  red  clot  or  internal  iliac ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
every  where  in  close  contact  with  it,  it  can-  the  course  of  this  vein  was  traced  to  its  ra- 
Dot  be  deemed  a  proof  of  inflammation.  The  mifications  in  the  uterus,  and  unless  the 
tnmk  of  the  profunda  was  distended  in  the  attention  had  been  directed  in  a  particular 
tune  way  as  that  of  the  femoral  vein  ;  but  manner  to  the  internal  iliac  vein,  its  morbid 
tibesapbena  and  its  branches  were  empty  and  state  might  easily  have  escaped  detection. 
healthy.  Hie  substance  filling  the  external  Dr.  Davis  has  also  related  the  following  case. 
iliac,  and  common  iliac  portions  of  the  vein,  A  lady  died  suddenly  in  the  midst  of  ap- 
fras  like  the  laminated  coagulum  of  an  parent  health  on  the  20th  of  September, 
anenrismal  sac,  at  least  with  a  very  slight  1819,  in  the  sixth  week  after  her  second 
mixture  of  red  particles.  The  tube  was  labour.  The  day  after  her  delivery  she 
completely  obstructed  by  this  matter,  more  was  seized  with  violent  peritoneal  inflamma- 
intimately  connected  to  its  surface  than  in  tion,  the  acute  symptoms  of  which  were  sub- 
the  femoral  vein;  adhering,  indeed,  as  firmly  dued  by  antiphlogistic  treatment.  The 
•8  the  ooagolum  does  to  any  part  of  an  old  febrile  excitement  was  nevertheless  not  com« 
anenrismal  sae.  But  in  its  centre  there  was  pletely  subdued,  and  ten  days  after  she  com- 
a  cavity  containing  about  a  tea-spoonful  of  a  plained  of  a  deep-seated  pain  in  the  groin, 
thick  fluid  of  the  consistence  of  pus,  of  a  and  along  the  tract  of  the  great  vessels  of  the 
Hght  brownish  red  tint,  and  pultaceous  ap-  thigh.  The  limb  was  observed  to  be  swelled 
pearanoe.  The  uterus,  which  had  contracted  and  exquisitely  painful.  By  leeching  and 
to  the  usual  degree  at  such  a  distance  of  blistering,  the  new  inflammation  was  speedily 
time  from  delivery,  its  ap})endages  and  blood-  reduced,  and  in  about  a  week  from  its  com- 
vessels,  and  the  vagina,  were  in  a  perfectly  mencement  the  swelling  had  entirely  sub- 
Bataral  state.  There  was  not  the  least  ap-  sided,  and  the  patient  had  recovered  the  full 
pearance  of  vascular  congestion  about  the  power  of  contracting  and  extending  the  ex- 
organ,  nor  the  slightest  distension  of  any  of  tremity  without  suffering  pain.  From  this 
ita  Teasels.  Its  whole  substance  was  on  the  period  she  recovered  rapidly  and  satis- 
eontrary  pale,  and  the  vessels  every  where  factorily.  Her  death  took  place  instan- 
eontracted  and  empty.  The  state  of  the  ab-  taneously,  whilst  in  the  act  of  changing  the 
dominal  cavity  and  its  contents  was  perfectly  recumbent  for  the  sitting  position,  soon  after 
Batnral.  That  the  substance  occupying  the  dinner,  and  in  a  moment  of  slight  excite- 
vpper  part  of  the  venous  trunk,  and  the  ment.  The  left  external  iliac  vein,  includ- 
iuid  in  ita  central  cavity,  ^ad  been  deposited  ing  about  half  an  inch  of  the  upper  portion 
there  during  life  firom  inflammation  of  the  of  its  corresponding  femoral  vein,  were  found 
YCMri,  doea  not  adoiit  of  doubt«"    *<  J  am  strongly  attached  by  adhesions  of  its  cellular 
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coat  to  the  parts  around.  Its  parietes  still  derdopment  of  the  iDcoeedhig  hot  fit  sheex« 
retained  a  morbid  thickness,  and  its  internal  perienced  a  pain  of  the  left  side  of  the  chest, 
tunic  was  studded  in  several  places  with  which  incrnsed  rapidly  in  intensitj.  She 
deposits  of  adherent  lymph.  The  portion  was  fredy  bled  before  I  saw  her,  wtthootei. 
most  remarkable  for  this  incrustation,  and  periendng  adetjuate  MMrfL  She  wat  after- 
otherwise  most  diseased,  was  the  part  of  the  wards  bled,  leeched,,  mA  Vbltrad.  The 
vein  immediately  under  Poupart's  ligament,  pain  of  the  chest  was  ISmbId  «  gntkmmnn 
The  tube  of  the  vessel  was  still  manifestly  subdued  ;  but  this  ftrttrarfaig  advantage  ^im 
pervious,  though  it  had  suffered  a  diminution  not  accompanied  by  any  material  rednctioB 
of  capacity  amounting  to  perhaps  one  half  of  of  the  attendant  fsver.  The  pulse,  on  ^ 
its  natural  diameter.  The  inguinal  glands  contrary,  continued  quick,  said  the  gcnenl 
were  also  diseased.  The  right  iliac  vein  was  distress  and  restlessness  were  ao  littia 
also  in  a  p^ectly  healthy  state.  These  ap-  mitigated  as  to  call  for  much  sympathy,  sad 
pearances  have  also  been  represented  in  this  to  excite  serious  alarm.  la  the  ewaing  of 
coloured  engraving,  and  Uiere  can  be  no  the  same  day,  unequivocal  tympComs  of 
doubt  that  they  are  the  result  of  inflamma-  phlegmasia  dolens  declared  themeelves.  The 
tion.  patient  died  on  the  23d  of  the  month.  The 
A  case  of  fatal  phlegmasia  dolens,  which  pleura  oostalis  on  the  left  side  was  found  in- 
occurred  to  Mr.  Oldknow,  has  also  been  re-  flamed.  All  the  surfaces  and  viscera  of  the 
corded  by  Mr.  Davis  as  follows.  "Jane  abdomen  were  apparently  m  a  perieetly 
Elliott  was  delivered  in  September,  1820,  sound  state.  The  left  lower  extremity,  firoai 
having  an  easy  and  natural  labour.  Until  the  hip  to  the  toe,  was  oonsiderably  hat  not 
the  20th  day  after  the  delivery  she  was  doing  greatly  enlarged,  and  there  was  an  evidettt 
well ;  on  that  day  she  was  seised  with  a  fulness  of  the  labium  pudendl  of  the  aasse 
violent  purging,  for  which  astringents  were  side.  The  iliac  veins  of  both  sides  were  un- 
given  with  success ;  but  the  pulse  continued  usually  turgid  with  blood ;  but  presentinf 
quick,  and  she  luul  considerable  fever ;  on  no  other  external  manifestation  of  diaesss. 
tiie  30th  day  the  purging  returned,  and  the  They  were  entirely  free  from  attadimenta  to 
left  lower  extremity  became  swollen  and  the  contiguous  parts.  The  inguinal  gUmdi 
painful,  with  considerable  increase  of  fever,  were  certainly  not  diseased,  nor  even  visibly 
She  died  on  the  34th  day.''  On  examining  enlarged.  On  making  a  careftil  incisfen  nito 
the  swollen  limb  the  day  after  her  death,  "I  the  left  internal  iliac,  it  was  first  found  t» 
found  the  femoral  vein,"  says  Mr.  Oldknow,  contain  a  ooagulum  of  blood  of  Arm  eon- 
**  one-third  down  the  thigh,  and  all  the  iliac  sistence ;  but  not  at  that  part  adherent  to  the 
veins  much  enlarged,  and  containing  ad-  internal  surface  of  the  vein.  Upon  openii^, 
herent  layers  of  coagulated  blood,  similar  to  however,  the  common  iliac  portion  of  the 
that  found  in  aneurismal  sacs,  together  with  vessel,  adhesion  of  the  same  column  of 
a  sort  of  grumous  fluid  of  a  brown  colour,  ooagulum  had  obriously  taken  place ;  as 
more  or  less  mixed  with  air,  and  almost  ob-  appearance  which  is  now  distinctly  to  be 
literating  the  venous  canals.  The  same  ap-  seen  in  the  preparation.  The  left  intemsl 
pearances,  but  in  a  much  less  degree,  ex-  iliac  was  gpreatly  inflamed,  and  its  diameter 
tended  along  the  vena  cava  as  far  as  the  was  so  much  contracted  by  the  morbid 
entrance  of  the  renal  veins.  The  coats  of  thickening  of  its  parietes,  that  it  was  rea- 
the  veins  were  highly  inflamed,  and  in-  dered  almost  impervious.  The  right  iUsB 
timately  attached  to  the  surrounding  parts,  vein,  including  both  its  common  and  external 
The  absorbent  vessels  and  glands  were  portions,  was  distended  with  a  similar 
slightly  enlarged  as  high  as  the  lumbar  ooagulum ;  or  rather  the  same  coaguhun 
regions,  but  no  otherwise  affected.  The  was  prolonged  over  the  angle  of  their  commoa 
uterus  had  regained  nearly  its  natural  size."  junction  with  the  vena  cava,  from  one  iUae 
The  appearances  here  described  have  also  to  the  other."  These  appearances  have  also 
been  represented  in  this  coloured  engraving,  been  represented  in  this  coloured  engraviqg. 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  veins  From  these  cases  Dr.  Davis  inferred  thatths 
were  inflamed.  A  fourth  case  has  been  proximate  cause  of  phlegmasia  dolens  is  a 
related  by  Dr.  Davis.  "  Mrs.  L— ,  a  violent  destructive  inflammation  of  the  iliae 
lady  of  a  delicate  constitution,  and  of  a  very  veins  and  their  contributory  branches,  ia- 
irritable  habit,  was  delivered  of  her  fifth  eluding  in  some  cases  the  inferior  portion  of 
child  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  1821.  She  the  vena  cava.  **  The  principal  veins  of  ths 
had  been  subject  to  feverish  affections  in  pelvis  are  necessarily  exposed  to  great  pres- 
several  of  her  former  confinements.  On  sure,"  he  says,  **  from  &e  uterus  daring  the 
this  occasion  she  was  domg  well  until  the  latter  months  of  gestation.  A  weU-known 
7th  day  after  her  delivery,  when  she  was  effect  of  this  pressure  is  a  varicose  dilatation 
taken  out  of  bed  and  placisd  upon  a  sofii,  of  the  superficial  veins,  together  with  cedema 
between  the  fire  and  a  large  loosely  hung  of  the  lower  extremities :  a  state  of  the  limbs 
window.  In  this  situation  she  was  seised  indicative,  in  the  opinion  of  practical  writers, 
with  a  violent  rigor.    Daring  the  gradual  of  a  predisposition  to  phlegmasia  dolai8»" 
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«<  Phlegmasia  dolens/*  he  adds,  "  isa  disease  puerperal  women,  it  originates  m  the  nte- 

wlu«h  almost  always  occurs  in  an   excited  rine  branches  of  the  hypogastric  veins,  and 

state  of  the  organs  of  circulation,  and  when  subsequently  extends  from  them   into  the 

that  is  not  the  case  it  is  known  to  take  place  iliac  end  femoral  trunks  of  the  affected  side, 

during  a  period  of  predisponency  to  inflam- . 

matory  action  of   the  great   blood-vessels  ^      „„^„  ^„« 

within  the  pelvis,  and  their  immediate  rami-  SPIDERS  DISCHARGED  FROM  THE 

fications.  Hence  its  occurrence  after  labours  EYE*, 

and  miscarriages,  before  the  perfect  re-es-  «v«t«iiic  monoicania 

Ublishment  of  the  balance  of  the  circulation  ?  "  ^aTma'C  monoiiani a. 

and  at  those  time  more  particularly  after  By  A.  Lopbz,  M.D.  Mobile,  Ala. 

profuse  hKmorrhages,  or  during  phlegmasia  ^^^^ 
of  other  parts;  or  from  the  application  of 

occasional  causes  of  whatever  kind  which  j  ^^s  requested,  on  the  5th  of  February, 

may  have  the  effect  of  exciting  a  febrile  dis-  1840,  to  visit  a  young  lady,  from  whose 

turbance  in  the  system.     All  the  veins  liable  mother  I  received  the  foUowing  statement  :— 

to  much  pressure,   or  to  enlargement   of  Xhe  patient  had  left  the  city  of  Charleston, 

diameter  during  pregnancy,  appear  to  be  s.  C.  (at  which  place  I  then  was),  to  visit 

more  or  less  predisposed  to  inflammation  a  friend  who  rerided  in  the  country.     On 

upon  the  sudden  removal  of  those  agencies  the  night  of  the  29th  of  January,  while  con* 

bythe  consummation  of  the  act  of  parturition,  yersing  in  bed,  she  was  sensible  that  some 

Hence  the  predisposition  to  hysteritis  and  object  had  fallen  from  the  ceiling  of  the 

peritonitis  during  the  first  week  after  labour,  apartment,  upon  her  cheek,  just  below  the 

and  to  the  swelled  leg,  and  to  mammary  ab«  inferior  lid.    This  caused  her  to  apply  the 

scesses,  at  a  more  advanced  period."  I^and  briskly  and  forcibly  in  order  to  brush 

For  six  years  after  the  publication  of  these  off  what  she  supposed  to  be  some  one  of  the 

cases  by  M.  Bouillaud  and  Dr.  Davis,  there  many  insects  so  common  in  country  houses, 

was  perhaps  no  subject  on  which  a  greater  upon  which  the  friend  with  whom  she  slept 

difference  of  opinion  prevailed  than  on  the  observed,  that,  as  the  room  was  much  in- 

pathology  of  phlegmasia  dolens ;  and  many  fested  with  spiders,  it  was  probable  that  the 

remained    in  doubt    whether    these    cases  object  which  had  fallen  was  one  of  them. 

should  be  considered  as  examples  of  genuine  Jq  (i^e  course  of  the  night  she  was  awakened 

phlegmasia  dolens,  or  be  viewed  as  essen-  \yj  a  feeling  of  Intense  pain  in  her  left  eye, 

tially  different  diseases,   and  analogous  in  which  continued  at  intervals  until  morning, 

their  nature  to  those  formidable  attacks  of  when,  upon  examination,  the  eye  was  dis- 

phlebitis  which  sometimes  succeed  to  vene-  covered  to  be  highly  inflamed  and  lachrymose, 

section  and  wounds.     In  opposition  to  their  Ordinary  domestic  means  were  applied,  and 

views,  it  was  forcibly  urged,  that  if  phleg-  during  the  morning,  feeling  an  intense  degree 

raasia  dolens  depended  on  inflammation  of  of  itching  and  irritation,   she  rubbed  the 

the  iliac  and  femoral  veins,  the  majority  of  ]^^  together  upon  the  ball  and  removed  two 

those  affected  with  the  disease  would  die ;  fragments  which  were  readily  recognised  as 

whereas  death  does  not  take  place  in  one  the  dismembered  parts  of  a  spider.    Her  alarm 

case  in   a  hundred    where    that  disease  is  jn  consequence  became  very  great,  and  was 

distinctly  marked.     Even  that  distinguished  much  heightened  when  the  same  thing  was 

anatomiht  and  pathologist,  Mr.  Lawrence,  repeated  in  the  afternoon.      She  left  for 

who  had  examined  the  first  fatal  case  which  home  and  arrived  in  Charleston  on  the  2d  of 

occurred  to  Dr.  Davis,  and  whose  history  of  February.      During  the  voyage  her  mind 

the  morbid  appearances  threw  more  light  on  was  much  perturbed  and  under  considerable 

the  nature  of  the  affection  than  all  the  hy-  excitement  from  the  event,  and  when  I  paid 

potheses  that  had  previously  been  advanced  ^jy  first  visit  on  the  5th,  the  date  mentioned 

— which   were    mere  speculations,   unsup-  in  the  early  part  of  my  statement,  the  follow- 

ported   by  facts — declared  in  the   Medical  ^g  was  her  condition :   the  right  eye  un- 

and  Chirurgical  Society,  as  late  as  1828,  affected;    the  left   turgid,    inflamed,    and 

that  he  was  fully  convinced,  from  what  had  weeping ;  and  there  had  been  removed  from 

subsequently  fallen  under  his  observation,  ^t,  that  morning,  a  spider,  imbedded  in  a 

that  Dr.  Davis's  views  were  incorrect,  and  mucous  covering.     It  was  entire  with  the 

that  phlegmasia  dolens  did  not  arise  from  exception  of  two  legs.    The  two  preceding 

inflammation  of  the  iliac  and  femoral  veins.  ^ays  before  I  had  seen  her,  three  others  had 

In  the  next  lecture  I  shall  relate  to  you  been  removed ;  and  were  now  exhibited  to  me. 

the  cases,  and  exhibit  the  various  prepara-  |  immediately  submitted  the  eye  to  as  close 

tions  and  drawings,  which  appear  to  me  to  an  examination  as  the  irritable  condition  of 

demonstrate,  not  only  that  inflammation  of  . 

the  iViBc  and  femoral  rems  gires  rise  to  all  «  frnm  the  KmeT\ca:a  lQ\ff\A^  ^^  ^^t^'^^sftMa^ 

tJje  phenomena  ofpbkgm»8iM,  bat  that|  in  Scieiicc»~3u\7  \Mc&. 
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the  parts  permitted,  withoat  being  enabled  sinus  to  the  left.     Sharp  pricldiig  pains  apoo 

to   discover  the  minutest  portion  of  any  pressure. 

foreign  substance.     In  order,  however,  to  12th. — Previous  to  my  Tisit,  one  from  the 

combat  the  pain  and  inflammation,  I  ordered  left  eye,  which  was  much  leas  inflamed  than 

leeches,   saline-antimonial    medicines,    and  the  right. 

evaporating  lotions.    I  thenceforward  visited  13th, — Eyes  much  improred  in  appev- 

her  daily  until  the  19th,  and  at  every  visit  I  anoe.     One  disduirged  smoe  mj  bat  visit, 

removed  either  an  entire  or  dismembered  and  another  just  previous  to  mj  depaitnre 

spider  from  the  same  eye.     Before  proceed-  this  morning.      As  this  discharge  served 

ing  it  will  be  well  to  mention  that  during  the  greatly  to  perplex  the  views  at  wh^  I  shall 

interval  between  the  5th  and  19th,  I  invited,  arrive  before  I  conclude  this  paper,  it  may 

to  an  examination  of  the  case.  Professors  not  be  irrelevant    to  notice  it.      I  hate 

Geddings  and  Dickson,  and  Doctors  Bellinger  mentioned  the  scrupulousness   with  which 

and  Wurdeman.     Dr.  Dickson  on  one  or  the  eye  and  its  appendages  were  examined, 

two  occasions  also   removed  these  objects  in  order  to  elicit,  if  possible,  any  due  by 

from  the  patient's  eye.     I  made,  assisted  by  which  to  unravel  this  enigma,  and  the  fhut- 

Professor  Geddings,  the  most  minute  scrutiny  lessness  of  those  exertions.    It  appears,  tiieo, 

with  a  view  of  discovering — first,  whether  that  on  the  day  of  this  visit  (the  13th}  a 

there  could  possibly  exist  a  nidus  within  the  spider  was  removed  before  mj  arrivaL    A 

orbit  for  these  animals  ;   secondly,  whether  servant  was  despatched  for  it  to  aneighboor's 

a  sac  containing  their  ova  was  thereconcealed;  whither  it  had  been  sent  for  examination. 

and,  thirdly,  if  any  communication  between  Some  time  elapsed  before  her  return,  dnriag 

the  eye  and  nose  could  account  for  their  ap-  which  time  I  sat  in  such  a  relative  positioa 

pearance.     Far  these  purposes,  the  superior  to  the  patient  as  to  preclude  all  possibility 

and  inferior  palpebrte  were   everted  with  of  deception,  and  I  had  this  day,  aa  was  my 

great  care,  traversed  thoroughly  with  a  blunt  wont  at  every  visit,  made  a  cardful  examiaa- 

probe,  and  afterwards  I   threw  injections  tion  of  the  eye  without  discovering  a  vestige 

around  the  internal  lining,   but  all  to  no  of  any  kind  of  substance.     Upon  the  retora 

avail.      The  anterior  and  posterior  nares  of  the  servant  I  arose  to  depart,  at  which 

were  closely  examined  by  strong  light,  both  moment  the  patient  complained  of  pain,  sod^ 

of  the  sun  and  candle,  yet  we  could  not  per-  in  a  few  seconds,  by  turning  dovm  the  M, 

ceive  the  slightest  trace  of  any  means  by  I  removed  another  spider. 

which  either  ova,  insect,  or  nidus,  could  be  15th. — Eyes  extremely  healthy  and  dear. 

retained.  On  the  13th,  just  after  my  visit,  the  modicr 

The  sensations  always  precursory  to  their  removed  three  spiders,  two  entire  and  one 

removal  were :  a  sense  of  burning  in  the  ball,  broken ;  also  a  putrid  substance,  the  predss 

a  pricking  of  the  superior  lid,  proceeding  nature  of  which  I  could  not  define.     No 

more  or  less  severely  around  the  orbit,  until  others  discharged  to  date. 

it  assumed  a  fixed  pain  within  the  lower  lid,  17th. — None  since  the  15th.     Right  eye 

upon  the  eversion  of  which,  by  myself,  if  more  affected  ;  upper  lid  much  irritated  and 

present,  or  her  mother,  in  my  absence,  the  swollen.     Left  eye  healthy. 

spider,   always  dead,  would  be  discovered  18th. — Right    eye  still    inflamed— dis- 

enshrouded  in  its  mucous  bed,  and  removed  charged  a  portion  of  web  from  the  inner 

by  means  of  the  finger  or  probe.      I  now  canthus. 

resume  the  order  of  their  discharge.  From  19th. — Eyes  the  same;  another  pieeeof  web. 
the  19th  they  were  removed  from  both  eyes,  20th.  —  Eyes  perfectly  natural.  After 
and  so  continued  until  the  23d,  when  again  my  departure  on  the  19th,  there  vras  re- 
they  became  confined  to  the  left,  and  after-  moved  a  sacculum  containing  ova. 
wards  from  each  eye  alternately  until  the  27  th. — None  since  the  20th  until  to-day. 
5th  of  March,  when  a  truce  was  had  until  The  left  eye  being  inflamed  and  painful  flhe 
the  10th.  During  this  interval,  the  eyes  was  advised  by  a  friend  to  inaert  an  eye- 
resumed  their  normal  condition,  but  again  stone,  which,  at  its  exit,  protruded  one  spider 
on  the  10th  the  inflammation  was  renewed  of  the  long-legged  kind,  entire, 
and  the  discharge  of  spiders  recommenced,  April  6th. — None  since  the  27th  ultimo, 
the  right  eye  being  now  chiefly  the  depository.  Eyes  healthy,  and  generally  improved  in  their 
Up  to  the  date,  during  which  time  my  visits  appearance. 

were  unremittingly  made,  none  other  than  13th. — None  since  the  6th.   Eyes  healthy; 

^neral  observations  were  kept,   but,   the  has  used  them  since  my  last  visit,  in  sewing 

spider-making  power    appearing  so    inex-  and  reading  without  inconvenience, 

haustible,  a  more  drcumstantial  diary  was  May  14th. — None  since  the  13th  of  ApriL 

thought  necessary.  Eyes  healthy  until  a  few  days  past ;  to-day 

March  10th. — ^Two  spiders.  they  are  weak,    lachrymose,  and   slightly 

11th. — Two.      Pain  over  right  orbitar  injected.      They  however  improved  under 

region,  pasang  gradually  over  the  frontal  reme^  measures,  and  the  case  tenniiuted. 
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The  total  namber  of  flpidera    removed  ''  synclonuB  tremor/'  except  that  here  the 

from  the  commencement  were  between  forty  morbid  action   is  exhibited  on  attempt  at 

and  fifty.     During  the  progress  of  this  very  voluntary  motion,  whereas  in  this  case  it  was 

singular  case,  the  treatment  was  regulated  indepedent  of  such  causes.     In  the  presence 

according  to  the  greater  or  less  degree  of  of  these  facts,  to  wit,  the  entire  confidence 

local  or  general  disturbance.      The  patient  entertained  not  only  by  myself  but  all  others, 

was  restored  to  good  health,  and  continued  in  the  strict  veracity  and  irreproachable  in* 

80  uninterruptedly  to  the  date  of  my  leaving  tegrity  of  the  parties  ;  the  predisposing  and 

Carolina,  in  November  1840.  salient  qualities  in  the  idiosyncrasy  of  the 

I  have  presented  the  facts  as  succinctly  as  patient,   and  the  indisputable,  though  too 

possible,  and  here,  perhaps,  in  the  opinion  frequently  unexplained  effects  resulting  from 

of  many,  it  should  rest;   but  other  con-  a  morbid  condition  of  the  nervous  system, — 

Biderations  may  offer  themselves  to  warrant  effects  impressing  their  astounding  influences 

a  further  notice.     They  are  these :    1st,  a  not  only  upon  the  physical  but  also  upon 

case  so  anomalous  and  of  so  unusual  oc-  the  psychological  nature  of  man, — con  we, 

currenoe,  could  not  well  exist,  without  neces-  without  becoming  amenable  to  the  charge  of 

■arily  exciting  an  intense  degree  of  public  an  indifference  incompatible  with  the  proper 

cariosity,  and,  in  fact,  becoming,  as  it  did,  spirit  of  inquiry  which  is  so  peculiarly  the 

a  subject  of  general  notoriety  and  discussion  province  of  medical  philosophy,  refrain  from 

in  the  various  public  presses  of  the  union,  devoting  a  little  time  to  the  investigation  of 

all  of  which,  however,  were  strictly  unpro-  this  case. 

fessional,  as  this  is  the  first  entire  and  correct  Previously  to  any  considerations  touching 

statement  yet  made  on  the  subject  by  myself,  the  mental  agency  involved  in  this  history,  I 

2dly,  the  character  and  respectability  of  the  will  refer  in  abstract  to  a  few  instances, 

patient  as  well  as  her  mother,  being  familiarly  which,  if  not  even  in  strict  analogy,  are 

known  to  me  for  many  years,  preclude  the  nevertheless  not  devoid  of  interest,  either  as 

remotest  suspicion  of  any  desire  to  impose,  objects  of  science  or  curiosity, 

or  to  acquire  a  spurious  notoriety  on  the  part  I.  In    the    '*  Mdmoires  dc    la    Soci^te 

of  the  daughter,  or  of  the  countenance  of  fraud  M^dicale,''  (Ann^  5me,  p.  181,)  M.  Silvy 

by  the  mother.  3dly,  the  pathological  history  relates  a  case  in  which  an  immense  number 

of  the  patient,  which  I  will  proceed  to  give,  of  pins  and  needles  were  swallowed,   and 

and  which  has  induced  me  to  distinguish  thL«  their  exit  from  parts  remarkably  singular. 

case  at  one  unequivocally  of  Hysteric  Mono-  These  were  doubtless  swallowed  under  an 

mania.  erratic  condition  of  the  mind. 

In  adopting  this  rationale  I  am  of  opinion  2.  In  the  Med.-Chir.  Rev.  vol.  ii.  No.  22, 

that  I  conform  more  strictly  to  the  category  Oct.   1825,  p.  559,  will  be  found  the  ex- 

within  whose  scope  are  embraced  so  many  traordinary  **  Copenhagen  Needle  Case,'*  in 

equally  singular  and  otherwise  inexplicable  which  it  is  stated  that  a  young  woman  from 

perversionsof  the  nervous  system,  and  under  Aug.  1807  to  Dec.  1823,  discharged  from 

the  influence  of  which  the  most  remarkable  nearly  every  part  of  her  body  400  needles. 

anomalies  have  been  produced.  I,  moreover.  This  case  is  reported  conjointly  by  Professor 

am    disposed    to    regard    it    rather    as   a  Heckoldt  and  Dr.  Otto.     In  1825  she  was 

mdandioly,  though  interesting  feature  of  living  and  in  good  health  in   Frederick's 

disease,  tlum  a  subject  of  levity  to  be  classed  Hospital,  at  Copenhagen.     No  account  is 

aauHig  the  nine-day  wonders  of  every  day  given  by  which  we  are  to  infer  that  so  im- 

report.     The  patient  from   her  childhood  mense  an  amount  of  needles  were  accidentally 

eznibited  a  due  inheritance  of  that  tempera-  introduced,  and  the  presumption  is  legitimate 

ment,  which  became  more  strongly  developed  that  they  were  either  swallowed  or  thrust  in 

at  that  age,  which,  in  females  so  strikingly  under  a  state  of  mind  beyond  the  patient's 

ealls  into  action  the  consentaneous  play  of  control.     These  are  instances  which  would 

every  nervous  affinity.     The  establishment  seem   to  owe  their  existence  to  influences 

of  the  catamenial  period  corresponded  with  such  as  constitute  the  pathological  features 

this  complication.     Her  natural  disposition  of  the  case  under  review.     They  are  only  a 

was  variable,  at  times  cheerful,  sometimes  few  from   the  many  with  which    medical 

gloomy,  but  more  commonly  timid  and  re-  history  abounds.     Nor  are  these  records 

tenred.  silent  with  regard  to  insects  and  larvae  being 

In  1839  I  attended  her  for  an  attack  of  discharged  from  the  human  body,  and  from 

diorea,    during  which    many   peculiarities  places  so  unusual  as  to  excite  surprise  ;  and 

were  observable,  and  a  few  months  preceding  while  I  refer  to  a  few  of  the  most  prominent, 

tlie  invasion  of  the  case  now  under  conside*  I  do  not  conceive  their  characters  parallel 

ration  she  was  under  my  case  for  a  neuralgic  with  my  case,  because  in  the  former  there 

affection,  terminating  in  a  tremulousness  oT  are  palpable  grounds  for  explanation,  whereas, 

ber  upper  extremities  corresponding  with  in  the  latter,  there  is  one  of  two  modes  alone, 

what  Good  in  his  Neurotica  recognises  as  by  which  to  obtain  a  solution,— either  gross 
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fraud  and  premeditated  concert,  or  a  morbific  Jouma],  July  1825,  p.  72,  records  cases  of 

condition  dependent  upon  extreme  exaltation  insects  in  the  human  stomach  : — One,  of  a 

of  the  nervous  system.     I  will,  neverthe-  countryman,  from  whose  stomach,  after  se- 

less,  briefly  condense  a  few  of  the  cases  re-  veral  weeks  of  intense  saffering,  there  wai 

ferred  to.  ejected  a  large  hairy  caterpillar,  8oppo9e4  to 

In  1828,   M.   Cloquet  reported  to   the  be  of  the  common  dragon  fly.     Thie  optnion 

Philomathic  Society  of  Paris,  the  case  of  a  is,  that  it  must  have  lived  several  weeks  in 

rag-gatherer  who  in  a  state  of  intoxication  the  stomach,  and  grown  to  its  fall  size. 

laid  himself  down  to  sleep  near  some  dead  Dr.  Reeve  mentions  the  fact  of  larvae  in- 

horses.     He  slept  for  twenty-four  hours,  habiting  the  human  stomach.      He  cites  a 

O  n  awakening  he  felt  as  if  he  were  swelled  out  case,  where  the  larvce  of  the  mutea  domettieOf 

with  much  unusual  pain.  On  his  return  home,  or  common  house  fly,  were  Yoided  by  a  girL 

a  number  of  blisters  arose  about  his  head,  and  — New  England  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, 

worms  crawled  out  of  his  nose  and  ears,  and  Jan.  1821. 

other  natural  openings  of  his  body.  He  Kirby  and  Spence  relate  a  case  where  te- 
went  to  the  Hospital  St.  Louis.  More  came  veral  beetles  were  vomited  by  a  boy. 
from  his  head  when  the  swellings  were  In  the  Amer.  Joum.  Med.  Sci.,  No.  zlii. 
lanced.  His  skin  produced  them  every  Feb.  1838,  p.  473,  will  be  found  a  case  of 
instant.  The  nurse  collected  three  plates  a  beetle  discharged  from  the  urinary  bladder, 
full.  The  conjecture  was  that  the  flies  from  It  now  remains  to  attempt  some  exphma- 
the  dead  horses  laid  their  eggs  in  the  pores  tion  as  to  the  means  by  which  the  sptden 
of  the  man's  skin  during  sleep,  as  well  as  obtained  their  **  local  habitation"  in  the 
in  the  natural  openings  of  his  body,  and  that  eyes  of  my  patient.  As  might  be  supposed, 
warmth  hatched  the  eggs  which  produced  conjectures  were  not  idle,  and  the  reasoos 
the  worms." — American  Journal  of  Medical  assigned  assumed  their  complexion  in  pro- 
Science,  No.  3,  May  1828,  p.  228.  portion  as  the  credulity  or  scepticism  or  in- 

Animals  are  frequently  found  in  situations  dividuals  prevailed.     Those  who  yielded  to 

of  the  human  body,  for  whose  location  it  the  first,  of  course  resorted  to  the  interven- 

would  be  diflScult  to  account.     The  doc-  tion  of  miraculous  agency,  while  the  latter 

trines  of  equivocal  and  spontaneous  gene-  class  believed  it  to  be  an  artful  endeavour  to 

ration  have  been  taxed  through  all  the  bear-  impose  upon  the  community.      I  need  not 

ings,  and  still  leave  us  as  much  benighted  reiterate  how  unjust    and  unphilosophical 

as  ever.     I  will  merely  refer  to  the  several  such  suspicions  must  appear  under  the  his- 

authorities,  and  give  their  cases  in  brief,  torical  features  of  this  case.     The  only  at- 

Worms  in  active  motion  under  the  conjunc-  tempt  to  explain  it  by  a  natural  and  direct 

tiva.     Blot,  of  Martinique,  removed  by  in-  probable  cause,   was  published   by  a  Mr. 

cision  two  from  a  similar  position  in  the  eye  Meddler,  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania.     In  a  letter 

of  a  negress.     They  were  thread  shaped,  38  addressed  to  the  postmaster  of  Charleston, 

milimetres  long,  with  a  black  protuberance  he  gives  the  natural  history  and  habits  of 

adapted  for  suction.    The  worm  lay  on  the  the  wood  spider,  which,  he  says,  unlike  the 

outside  of  the  eye,  and  sometimes  turned  rest  of  that  class  of  insects  who  propagate 

around  a  portion  of  the  cornea,  causing  sting-  their  young  from  eggs,  "  bring  them  forth 

ing  pains  and  nervous  symptoms  from  fear,  in  perfect  form,"  and  the  female  carries 

The  patient,  an  African,  was  unable  to  give  them  about,   attached  to  the  extremity  of 

any  account  of  herself,  or  the  liability  of  her  the  tail.     Mr.  Meddler  thinks,   therefore, 

country  people  to  this  disease.  that  it  was  one  of  this  class  which  fell  upon 

Bajou,  of  Cayenne,  in   1768,  observed  a  the  young  lady's  cheek,  and  that  the  effort 

worm  in  serpentine  motion  in  the  eye  of  a  to  brush  it  off  separated  the  young  from  the 

negress ;  upon  incision  being  made  it  re-  point  of  attachment,  upon  which  they  took 

moved,  but  was  secured  by  forceps  and  dis-  different  directions,  some  into  the  eyes  and 

lodged.    He  saw  another  case  in  1 7  71 .    (Am.  others  into  the  nostrils,  whence  they  "  could 

Joum.  Med.  Sci.,  May  1840,  p.  194.)  The  easily  pass"  to  the  eyes,  and  become  killed 

LoND.  Med.  Gaz.  Aug.  1833,  records  a  there  by  the  touch.     He  also  thinks  that  tiie 

case  of  a  little  girl,  eetat.  6,  under  whose  spiders  discharged  from  the  eyes  "  were  at 

conjunctiva,  and  resting  upon  the  sclerotica,  different  stages  of  maturity,  and  not  of  dif* 

there  was  found  a  cystieercus  cellulosa  per-  ferent  species." 

feet  in  all  its  parts.  Now,  Mr.  Meddler  errs  in  every  particu- 

Some  years  since  the  Baltimore  Sun  re-  lar.     The  wood  spiders  **  bring  forth  their 

lated  the  case   of  an  insect  resembling  a  young  in  perfect  form."    We  have  shown 

snake  in  the  eye  of  a  horse.     It  grew  in  two  that  one  of  the  articles  removed  on  the  20th 

months  from  a  half  inch  to  three  and  a  half  March,  was   a    sacculum   containing  ova* 

or  four  inches  in  length.     It  moved  with  Again,  his  idea  of  their  passage  into  the  eye 

great  rapidity,  and  incessantly.  at  the  moment  of  accident  is  disproved,  bc- 

Dr.  Yule,  in  the  Edinburgh  Philosophical  cause  I  have  stated  the  extreme  care  with 
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irhicli  I  repeatedly  examined  that  organ  and  to  the  most  subtile  shade  of  the  mind's  day. 
all  its  appendages ;  and  surely  if  the  extra-  dream,  present  arguments  and  examples  suf- 
ordinary  number  discharged  from  first  to  last  ficiently  numerous  to  render  my  view  of  this 
had  been  lodged  therein,  they  could  not  have  case  at  least  plausible, 
escaped  observation.     They  were  not  in  the        At  the  incipiency  of  the  case,  I  do  not  for 
nostail,  for  I  have  also  said  that  due  explo-  an  instant  doubt  the  presence  of  those  frag- 
ration  was  there  made :  moreover,  the  com-  ments  of  spiders,  and  perhaps  one  or  two 
munication  between  the  nose  and  eyes,  even  entire  ;    but  my  opinion   is,    that    subse- 
in  a  healthy  condition,  could  not  possibly  quently,  terror,  superinduced  upon  the  idio- 
have  admitted  the  passage  of  bodies  as  large  syncrasy  described,  dethroned  the  judgment ; 
as  many  of  the»e  spiders  were,  much  less  hallucination  usurped   its   seat ;  a  morbid 
voder  te  high  state  of  inflammation  and  concatenation  was  excited,  and  the  patient 
swelling  in  wUch  they  were  almost  con-  under  the  control  of   this    influence  was 
ttantly  found.     Lastly,  Mr.  Meddler,  de-  urged  irresistibly  to  introduce  them  from 
riving  his  history  of  the  case  solely  from  day  to  day,  untU  the  morbid  series  was  ex- 
newspaper  reports,  originating  with  persons  hansted.      I  cannot  express  myself  more 
nnacqaainted  with  its  character  and  progress,  forcibly  than  by  adopting  the  language  of 
errs  in  thinking  that  the  spiders  were  only  M.  Ollivier,  addressed  to  the  court  at  Paris, 
'*  at  different  stages  of  maturity,''  and  not  in  behalf  of  a  young  girl  arraigned  for  the 
of  different  species.     The  spiders  removed  murder  of  an  infant.     She  confessed  to  have 
from  the  eye  were  subjected  to  close  micro-  given  it  ten  pins  to  swallow  from  time  to 
scopic  examination  by  myself,  assisted  by  time.     M.  Ollivier  said,  '*  he  was  inclined 
several  professional  gentlemen  accustomed  to  attribute  the  present  act  to  one  of  those 
to  scientific  investigations,  among  whom  was  unaccountable  perverse  impulses  which  are 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Badbman,  whose  reputation  not  unfrequent  in   certain  females,    more 
precludes  all  doabt,  and  we  discovered  at  especially  about  their  menstrual  periods." 
least  three  different  species,  distinguished  by  (Lancette  Franfaise,  1839.)      M.  Dupuy- 
the  anatomical  classification  of    Latreille,  tren  says,  **  1  have  seen  at  the  Hotcl-Dieu 
Walkenar,  and  Hentz.    But  even  supposing  a  great  number  of  women  and  children,  who 
them  to  have  been  lodged  '*  in  perfect  form,"  had  been  affected  with  the  strange  mania  of 
the  hd  that  they  were  subjected  to  a  resi-  swallowing  pins  and  needles."      He  then 
dence  in  depraved  secretions  unfit  to  pre-  gives  the  cose  in  detail,  and  concludes  by 
serve  the  lives  of  insects,  forbids  the  belief  saying,    '*  on    examining    the    body  after 
that  th^  could  have  reached  the  different  death,    several  hundred  pins  and  needles 
stages  or  sise  and  maturity  which  they  pre-  were  found  scattered  through  the  viscera, 
sented ;  much  less  so,  then,  could  we  sup-  muscles,  cellular  substance,  &c." 
pose  them  to  have  been  hatched  by  incuba-         I  will,  lastly,  merely  refer  to  that  extra- 
tio&  either  in  the  eyes  or  nostrils.     I  am,  ordinary  form  of  insanity  described  in  the 
then,  constrained  to  discard  from  my  mind  Journal  de  Progres,  for  1828,  under  the 
the  presumption  that  they  were  lodged  and  title  of  Periodical  Vino-Mania.     It  is  re- 
perfected  previously  to  their  discharge,  or  ported  by  M.   Pierquin  who  says,    '*  The 
that  tbey  were  placed  there  by  the  patient  in  disorder  commenced  fifteen  years  ago  in  the 
a  healthy  condition  of  feeling  and  with  a  de-  shape  of  an  irresistible  impulse  to  swallow 
sire  to  impose.  wine  day  and  night  without  the  possibility  of 
The  oniT  soggestion  left  for  my  adoption  satiety.     The  paroxysm  lasts  from  two  to 
is  thlsf — that  from  all  the  preceding  history  three  months,  with  an  interval  of  equal  dura- 
of  my  patient,  there  existed  a  want  of  ner-  tion,  when  it  returns  again  without  any  pro- 
Tons  iDtBgtitff  so  operating  upon  the  mind  drome  that  might  indicate  its  approach." 
as  to  produce  the  form  of  disease  which  I         I  here  close  this  case,  extraordinary  in  its 
have  aistinguiahed  in  my  text  as  hysteric  character  under  any  aspect,  and  if  my  view 
monomania ;   and  I  am  induced  to   think  of  it  be  a  correct  one,  it  will  afford  another 
tbat  the  varioos  types  of  mental  irregulari-  to  the  many  which  are  to  be  found  in  nearly 
ties,  which  an  unbalanced  nervous  system  is  every  work  professing  to  analyze  the  yet 
so  ftuniliirly  known  to  produce,  sustain  the  inscrutable  character  of  the  human  mind. 
bdkt    It  is  needless  on  this  occasion  to 

investigate  the  diversified  operations  of  the        ^^^»*^'  ^^'  ^P"*  ^^'  >"'• 
hmnan  mind  in  its  physical  and  pathological        N.B.— The  spiders  are  in  my  possession, 

relations,  or  to  refer  to  the  multiform  phases  .^d  were  exhibited  with  a  statement  to  the 

It  is  eapable  of  assuming  under  the  excite-  Medical  Society  of  this  city, 
ment  to  which  it  is  subjected  by  the  agenU 

which  are  perpetually  at  work  upon  its  im-  _ 

pressionable  nature ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that 
the  history  of  the  different  forms  of  insanity, 
from  the  highest  degret  of  concentrated  fury 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  this  change  upon  the  femur,  the  head 

TO  of  the  bone  was  depressed  as  low  at 

ANATOMY  AND   PHYSIOLOGT.  ^or"  ThI  ^^iUVSf  th^S^".1: 

By  Robert  Knox,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.  go  far  as  they  reauire  to  be  detailed 

Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Phv-siologv,  and  Cor-  here,  were  simply  these.    A  child  about 

respondingMemberoftheFrench  Academy  of  tWO  years  of  age,  and  of  a  suspected 

Medicine.  Scrofulous  constitution,  died  in  ranse- 

(For  the  London  Medical  Gazette,)  quence  of  an  extensive  inflammation  of 

Uie  right  pleurse,  producing  empyema. 

But  although  the  child  was  suspected 

I, -—Obliteration  of  the  cavity  of  the  iq  \jq  of  a  scrofulous  habit,  we  found 

Tunica  Vaginalis   Testis    in  middle  nothing  in  anjr  of  the  textures  confirm. 

and  aged  persons.  ing  this  opinion,  excepting  a  slight 

During  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  I  tubercular  appearance  in  the  left  lung, 

have  remarked,  in  the  ^ssecting-rooms  I  Whilst  examining  the  body  of  this 

conduct,  four  or  five  cases  of  oblitera-  child  in  order  to  ascertain  the  cause  of 

tion  of  the  cavity  of  tlie  tunica  vaginalis  death  (which  we  have  seen  to  denend 

testis,  unconnected,  so  far  as  we  could  on  the  state  of  the  left  pleura),  1  ob- 

ascertain,  with  any  operation  or  acci-  served  that  one  of  the  limbs  was  ob- 

dent.    In  these  persons  the  cavity  was  viously  shorter  than  the    other,  and 

generally  entirely  obliterated;  but  with-  suspecting  that  there  existed  some  dis- 

out  any  other  morbid  appearance  either  ease  in   the  hip-joint,   leare  was  got 

in   the  testicle  or  in  the  cord.    The  from  the  parents  to  examine  the  joint ; 

tunica  vaginalis  itself  could  be  forced  they  assuring  me,  however,  at  the  same 

from  off  the  testicle  by  dissection  ;  and  time,  that  the  child  had  never  walked 

near  the  parietal  portion  it  resembled  lame.    On  cutting  into  the  joint  every 

common  cellular  tissue,  but  shewed  no  texture    was    found    to    be     healthy, 

traces  whatever  of  its  having  ever  been  shewing  no  appearance  whatever  of 

inflamed.  diseased  structure ;  but  the  neck  of  the 

In  mentioning  these  cases  during  my  femur  had  almost  entirely  disappeared, 

lectures  on  the  anatomy  of  textures,  I  and  the  head  of  the  bone,  sessile,  was  on 

have  generally  taken  occasion  to  say,  a  level  with  the  trochanter  major.  The 

that  I  agreed  with  Baron  Portal,  and  specimen  bore  a  very  great  resemblance 

some  others,  in  the  theory,  that  adhe-  to  those  described  by  Mr.  Benjamin 

sions  of  serous  membranes,  so  exten-  Bell,  Sir  A.  Cooper,  and  others,  under 

sive    as    entirely   to    obliterate    their  the  name  of  interstitial  absorption  of 

cavities,  may  take  place  altogether  in-  the  neck  of  the  femur,  and  which  had 

dependent  of  inflammation ;  and  that  I  been  so  often  mistaken  for  fracture  of 

felt  assured  that  I  had  seen  this  twice  the  cervix  femoriSf  followed  by  osseous 

happen  to  the  serous  cavity  of  the  peri-  union. 

cardium.    In  quoting  Portal's  opinion  Of  the  nature  of  this  change  upon 

as  coinciding  with  my  own  as  to  the  the  neck  and  head  of  the  femur  there 

real  nature  of  such  adhesions,  I  do  so  have  been  held  several  opinions  :  some, 

from  memory,  having  failed  in  recollect-  as  Bcclard,  considering  the  change  to 

ing  the  particular  part  in  the  Baron's  be  the  effects  of  age ;  others  ascribing 

voluminous  works  in  which  he  mentions  it  to  chronic  rheumatism  ;  and  some,a8 

this  doctrine.  Mr.  Gulliver  (in  an  excellent  memoir 

,-       -^       ^          .    ,  ^  ^              ^  ,  published  in  the  Edinburgh  Medi^ 

U.'-On  a  Congenital  Deformity  of  the  ^nd  SurgicalJournal,  for  July  1836), 

Head  and  Neck  of  the  Femur.  viewing  it  as  a  change  in  the  structure 

In  1827)  I  published  in  the  Transac-  of  the  bone,  to  be  traced,  in   some 

tions  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  instances  at  least,  to  a  direct  injury  in- 

of  Edinburgh,  the  brief  history  of  a  flicted  on  the  joint  by  a  fall.     The  ob- 

tase  in  which,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  iect  of  the  present  brief  notice  is  not, 

there  had  existed  from  infancy,  per-  nowever,  to  discuss  the  causes  which 

haps  even  congenitally,  a  shortening  of  may  give  rise  to  a  shortening  of  the 

the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  with  sessile  neck    of    the    thigh-bone     with    oc- 

head,  and  a  general  shortening  of  the  casional  alteration  of  its    cartilages, 

whole  extremity ;  as  a  consequence  of  which    causes   may    even    be    more 
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Tnrioiis  and  obscure  than  it  at  present 
Bupposed,  bill  to  Hubmit  to  (he  medical 
world  a  second  case,  in  which,  aa  it 
aeeou  lo  me,  the  short  ening  of  the  neck 
of  the  femur,  and  greatly  altered  form 
ofthe  head  of  the  bone,  was  acauffenilal 
malfonnalion  altogether  independent 
of  any  accident,  or  of  any  diseased  con- 
dition of  the  bone,  or  its  investing 
curtilage. 


AstrongtnoBCular  young  person,  who 
hail  died  of  acute  pericarditis,  was 
brought  into  the  dissecting-room.  The 
body,  remarkably  well  formed  in  other 
respects,  shewed  this  peculiarity,  thnt 
the  left  lower  extremity  was  obviously 
about  half  an  inch  shorter  tbnn  the 
right.  The  limb  could  be  moved  freely 
in  most  directions,  and  hud  evidently 
been  used  equally  with  the  other  during 
life;  but  it  could  not  be  abducted  so 
Ireely  u  the  right  leg,  and  when  flexed, 
■OBI  to  allow  the  dissector  to  dissect  and 
examine  the  perineum,  the  heel  in- 
terfered coiuiaerably  with  the  view  of 
the  left  dde  of  the  perineum  ;  the  foot, 
in  bet,  projecting  in  front  of  this 
region  in  snch  a  way  as  to  conceal  it 
to  a  great  extent.' 

On  observing  these  facta,  1  drew  the 
inference,  that  the  hip-ioint  could  not 
be  aItM|etheT  sound,  and  that  the  neck 
of  tbe  lemur,  more  especinlly,  could  not 
poMibly  be  so  long  as  that  of  the 
cipponte  side.  A  careful  dissection  of 
the  joint  shewed  that  every  structure 
Wu  healthy,  but  that  the  head  and 
Deck  of  the  fi:tniir  presented  the  np- 
peanmce  delineated  in  the  Ggurc:  liie 

■  Ib  other  wordi,  when  pUcrd  Id  the  u(ii*l 

CUoa  fin  vKrfanaias  the  openlion  (or  liiho- 
r,  the  left  toot  liyln  front  of  the  pfrineum 
IB  nch  ■  WIT  u  to  concnl  the  left  aide  of  the 
Mfion  (tam  the  dlnactor. 


))ead  was  sessile,  and  had  descended  to 
a  level  with  the  trochanter ;  the  cervix 
femoris  was  greatly  shortened,  but  in 
all  other  respects  the  bone  and  joint 
generally  were  perfectly  healthy:  the 
opposite  femur  had  the  usual  form  in 
persons  of  this  age. 

Some  may  be  disposed  to  think  that 
there  are  no  proofs  adduced  here  of 
this  being  a  congenital  malfarmalion, 
and  I  admit  that  after  perusing  Mr. 
Gulliver's  accurately  detailed  cases  of 
a  similar  change  in  the  form  of  the 
femur  seemingly  produced  by  violence, 
the  proo&  I  have  to  offer  in  favour  of 
my  own  opinion  are  far  irom  being 
convincing ;  but  still,  on  reviewing  the 
whole  case,  and  the  appearances  on  dis- 
section, comparing  it  with  that  of  the 
child  of  two  years  old,  and  of  Sandi- 
fort  (referred  to  by  Mr.  Gulliver),  I 
feel  much  inclined  to  adhere  to  my 
first  opinion,  viz.  that  occasionally 
there  is  met  with  a  congenital  malfor- 
mation of  the  femur  in  one  or  other 
limb,  such  as  I  have  described. 

It  ought  to  have  been  added,  that  the 
led  OS  innorainatum  partook  of  the 
change,  being  obviously  weaker  in  its 
pubic  portion  than  the  corresponding 
bone  of  the  opposite  side. 

1  find  that!  ought  to  have  added  to 

the   above  brief  notice,  the  condition 

of  the  skeleton  of  this  person  generally, 

and  the  Icsturcof  the  left  femur.  Now 

regard   to   the    first,  it  appeared 


of  epiphysis  in  the  femur  had  disap- 
peared; theintimatelexturcwns  white, 
hrm,  and,  as  appeared  to  me,  remarkably 
dense  and  solid, 

Obtervaliont  on  the  muscle  o/ike  lachrg' 

mat  Ml;  or  tenior  larti. 

My  allcntiou  to  this  muscle,  as  a 

part  distinct  from  the  orbicularis  pal- 

Fcbrarum,  wiis,  with  most  anatomists 
prepume,  first  directed  by  Dr.  Homer, 
of  Philadelphia,  about  the  vear  1821. 
On  re-examining  the  muscle  at  that 
time,  it  appeared  to  me^lst,  that  many 
would  be  disposed  to  view  the  tensor 
tarsi  merely  as  a  more  or  less  detached 
portion  of  the  sphincter.  2dly,  What 
was  most  evident  to  myself,  its  ana- 
tomy had  not  been  given  correctly  by 
Dr.  Horner,  From  tliat  time  to  the 
present  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  re- 
peat these  remarks,  but  did  not  deem 
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the  matter  worthy  further  notice.  '  loped,  is  much  more  extended  than  is 
Lately,  however,  1  observe  that  a  very  generally  supposed.  It  supports  the 
distinguished  oculist  and  surgeon,  Dr.  eyelids,  draws  them  forcibly  towards 
W.  Mackenzie,  of  Glasgow,  has  re-  the  inner  canthus,  and  in  the  most  ef- 
viewed  the  matter  in  an  historical  point  ficient  way,  being  bound  down  hv  cd- 
of  view,  contesting  the  discovery  of  the  lular  substance  to  the  lachrymal  sac, 
muscle  with  Dr.  Homer,  and  restoring  retains  the  eyelids  in  apposition  to  the 
it  to  Du  Vemey,  to  whom  the  merit  of  eyeball,  which  no  part  of  the  orbicii- 
having  first  described  it  evidently  be-  laris,  as  it  is  now  arranged,  could  have 
lon^.  This  called  my  attention  again  done.  Relaxation  of  the  eyeUds  waaj 
to  the  muscle ;  and  as  both  the  descrip-  depend,  I  imagine,  on  a  relued  condi- 
tions of  Du  Vemey  and  of  Dr.  Homer  tion  of  this  muscle ;  and  that  peculiar 
are  inaccurate,  conveying  to  the  student  and  contracted  condition  of  the  eyelids, 
of  anatomy  and  physiology  a  false  no-  which  every  surgeon  must  have  observ- 
tion  of  the  shape,  extent,  uses,  and  ed  in  some  persons  subject  to  ophtbal- 
connection  of  the  muscle  with  the  or-  mia  with  inversion  of  the  eyelids,  in  all 
bicularis,  1  have  thought  it  worth  probability  may  depend  occasionally  oe 
while  to  submit  the  following  brief  a  spasmodic  state  of  this  muscle, 
observations.  I  ought  to  have  added,  that  there  is 

In  1805,  Rosenmiiller  gave  a  draw-  a  very  good  description  of  the  tensor 

ing  of  the  muscle,  and  a  method  of  tarsi   in   the   French    translation  of 

dissecting  it.    There  can  be  no  objec-  Meckel's  Anatomy. 

tion  made  to  his  method  of  display',  but  

the  drawing  is  very  imperfect.    He  re-  ^^ 

commends  the  eyelids  to  be  cut  from  ON  VIVISECTION. 

the  edge  of  the  orbits    and  laid  down  ^    ^  ^         ^j^ 

over  the  nose,  and  of  course  towards  '  "'•*'• 

the  opposite  side  :  the  membrana  nic-  (^Por  the  London  Medical  CUuettt,) 

titans  comes  in  view,  which  is  then  to  

be  dissected  off;  below  it  will  be  found 

a  quantity  of  fat,  cellular  substance,  I  find  a  recent  author,  who  is  in  every 

and    nervous  filaments,   with  a  firm  respect  to  be  treated  with  attention— 

though  delicate  fascia  of  cellular  mem-  from  his  honourable  personal  character 

brane    covering    the    surface    of   the  and  his  didactic  position— making  the 

muscle.     On  removing  this  with  the  following  excuse  for  the  infernal  pnc* 

scalpel,  a  muscle  of  the  size  stated  b^  tice  of  vivisection ;  videlicet^' 
Rosenmiiller    comes    into   view;     it        "The  surgeon's  hand  becomes  tatoved 

arises  as  if  fleshy,  and  at  once  from  the  to  act  with  steadiness,  while  he  is  under 

back  of  the  os  unguis,  or  where  that  the  influence  of  the  natural  abhorrence 

bone  meets  the  orbitar  pluie  of  the  of  giving  pain  to  the  subject  of  experi- 

ethmoid,  and  proceeding  forward  and  ment,  ana  he  himself  is  thus  schooled 

outward  (but  forward  and  inward  as  for  the  severer  ordeal  of  operating  on 

looked  at  during  the  dissection),  soon  the  human  frame." 
divides  into  two  portions,  proceeding        Now  against  such  a  reason  lor  vivi- 

to  the  inner  surface  of  the  tarsal  carti-  section,  1  deem  it  a  duty  to  enter  a  most 

lages.    Now  instead  of  stopping  at  the  solemn  protest. 

puncta  lachrymalia,  as  described  by        If  young  men  are  to  learn  steadineti 

Kosenmiiller,  and  as  is  represented  in  of  hand,  whilst  torturing  animals,  that 

his  drawings,  and  as  is  described,  I  pre-  they  may  be  "  schooled'*  to  steadiness 

sume,  by  most  anatomists  of  the  day,  when  they  have  to  inflict  pain  on  human 

the  bifurcated  muscle  runs  on  quite  to  patients,  they  become  not  chirui^geoni 

the  opposite  extremity  of  the  eyelids,  but  caraifices. 

thusaoublingthat  part  of  the  sphincter        Is  it  meant  that  the  tyro  should 

coming  from  the  upper  and  lower  part  vanquish  his  natural  terror  at  paui- 

of  the  tendo  oculi,  and  forming  in  itself  giving  P  or  that,  the  terror  remaining, 

the  more  immediate  and  most  powerf\il  the  hand,  should  get  steady  in  spite  of 

part  of  the  sphincter  of  the  eyelids,  it  ?    In  either  sense,  this  advocai^  of 

This  at  least  is  what  I  have  often  seen,  vivisection  is  as  unreasonable  as  it  is 

By  this  arrangement  the  sphere  of  unfeeling, 
action  of  the  muscle,  when  fully  deve-       As  to  a  victory  over  the  natural  ab- 
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horrence,  the  surgeon  ought  never  to  lence  of  heart ;  that  we  might  master 
lose  his  sympathies ;  it  is  the  feeling  the  studies,  before  we  commenced  the 
horror  at  the  infliction  of  pain  that  in-  practice.  His  heart  informs  the  surgeon 
duces  him  to  master  the  science  of  ana-  of  the  great  misery  he  must  inflict ;  his 
tomy,  that  he  may  cut  his  living  subject  head  instructs    him  not  to  make    it 
as  precisely  and  as  quickly  as  he  can.  greater  than  needful ;  and  in  exact  pro- 
No  superfluous  incision ;  no  protracted  portion  as  he  is  fitted  by  his  anatomical 
agony!    His  very  sympathy  with  the  skill,  will  he  approach  his  patient  with 
painid  victim  tends  to  give  him  steadi-  steadiness  of  hand.    Conscious  skill  is 
ntss  and  dispatch.      The   softer  his  the  true  source  of  steadiness ;  not  the 
heart,  the  rapider  his  hand.  mere  acquirement  of  a  habit  of  hearing 
The  most  slow,  nay  bungling  opera-  with  callosity  the  cries  of  the  woundea. 
tors,  that  I  have  ever  witnessed,  nave  If  he  cannot  boast  this  steadiness,  and 
been  cold-hearted,  unfeeling  men.  They  still  must  cut,  let  him  take  to  sculpture ! 
have   carved    and    sliced    the    living  In  this  art  his  slowest  incisions  will 
organs,  as  they  would  the  nonsentient  bring  him  nearest  to  humanity.      The 
corpse.    Is  not  our  natural  abhorrence  marble  will  do  him  credit;  and  he  maif 
from  giving  pain  implanted  for  reason-  come  to  be  classed  with  Pygmalion, 
able  purposes  P    Intended  to  make  us  Canova,  and  Chan  trey.  To  me  it  is  not 
treat  others  as  ourselves  would  like  to  unquestionably  established  that  any  of 
be  treated  P    The  more  the  operator  the  great  discoveries  in  surgery  have 
/eels^  the  more  science,  dexterity,  dis-  been  essentially  connected  with  vivisec- 
patch,  he  will  bring  to  the  case  of  his  tion  :  that  the  results  could  not  have 
fellow  man.  been  worked  out  by  other  and  innocent 
"  Natural,"  indeed,  is  our  abhorrence,  processes.  But,  admitting  that  the  grand 
and  this  very  circumstance  might  in-  discoveries  by    unquestionable  philo- 
duce  a  tormentor  to  desist,  and  examint  sophers  could  never  have  been  clfected 
the  propriety  of  his  conduct.  Consider-  without  animal  agony,  I  protest  most 
in^  this  instinctive  horror  at  mutilation  vehemently  against  the  mutilation  of 
as  implanted  by  the  great  spirit  of  the  God's  feeling  creatures  by  boys,  by 
universe  for  wise  purposes,  he  might  students,  by  unphilosophical  hands. 
ask  himself,  when  meditating  torture,  The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  in  a  speech 
whether,  in  the   particular  instance,  at  the    last  general    meeting  of   the 
sobriet]^  of  views,  a  judicious  selection  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
of  his  miserable  victim,  an  imperative  Cruelty  to  Animals,  ^ve  utterance  to 
demand  on  science,  justify    nis  pro-  sentiments    which    do    him    infinite 
cess  P    No  torture,  save  what  is  need'  honour — which  add  immense  splendour 
Juij    can  be   approved  by   the  great  and  richness  to  his  coronet  and  ermine. 
Fmiker  of  his  sensitive  creatures.     Is  Let  the  chirursic  operator  peruse  this 
this    or   that   particular     experiment  speech,  and  subscribe  to  that  society  ! 
needful  P    If  not,  the  manipulator  is  Let  him  see  how  the  world  at  large  is 
ffuilty  of  barbarity ,  of  murder-like  con-  opening  its  eyes  to  the  practices  of  the 
duct.    If  needful,  who  is  he  that  says  cruel  experimenters ;    nor  fancy  any 
80?    The  apprentice ?    The  student?  longer  that  the  frightful  howling  of 
The  young  cnirurgeon  ?     The  unread  their  pitiful  victims  are  muffled  within 
man  P    Prove,  sirs,  the  necessity^  before  the  walls  of  the  anatomical  slaughter- 
you  dare  to  torture  a  being  ^uite  as  house !     "  I    have/'   says    this    noble 
deserving  protection  and  happiness  as  nobleman, ''high  professional  authority 
yourselves !  for  believing,  that  in  an  immense  ma- 
if it  be  meant  to  say  that  no  attempt  jority  of  instances  those  inhuman  ope- 
sbould  be  made  to  eradicate  our  native  rations  are  performed  for  the  sole  pur- 
tenderness ;   but  that  the  sentiments  pose  of  illustrating  what  has  already 
Bubsieting,  the  mere  hand  should  be  been  established,  or  in  an  idle  attempt 
made  steady  on  the  brute    sufferer;  to  obtain  results,  which  the  extreme 
socb  a  disciple  had  better  not  aim  at  anguish   and  disturbances  of  system 
surgery ;  having  commenced,  he  had  created  in  the  unhappy  victim  by  these 
best  leave  the  profession.    Nature  has  operations,  prevent  men  from  attaining. 
never  intended  him  for  it !    Nature  in-  I  do  not  wish  to  harrow  up  your  feel- 
tends  that  steadiness  of  hand  should  re-  ings,  or  to  work  on  them  more  than  is 
suit  firom  clearness  of  head  and  benevo-  necessary  to  impress  you  with  the  ne- 
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ccssity  of  ultimately  looking  to  Icgis-  vivisectors  will  be    appkuded    when 

lative  remedies  for  the  correction  of  those    of    Antony     and     Augustus, 

these  monstrous  abuses.    Nor  is  it  only  Nelson  and  Wellington,  arepronounced 

for  the  sake  of  the  victims  that  the  no  more :— but  not  nii  then. 

legislature  should  interfere;  they  are  The  vivisectors  have  ncvermadc  out 

bound  to  rescue  the  youth  of  England,  an  undeniable  justification  of  their  re- 

who  are  intended  for  the  profession  of  volting  practices.    Until  they  do,  and 

surgery,     from    such     contaminating  on  them  lies  the  burthen,  they  have, 

scenes  j  so  horrible,  that  no  religious  whether  or  not  they  feel  it,  the  settled 

parent  could  bear  to  see  his  child  ex-  dislike  of  mankind;  nobody  permitting 

posed  to  them.  to  them  the  unreproved  boast — 

■    I  will  read  you  a  letter  which  comes  iK  rS,,^ yiip  alirxpSfy  iaexh  firixardfiM0iu 

from    a    distinmiished   crentleman    of  ^,      •  i.  «    .  ,„.. 

Germany.     It  refers  to  a  work   pub-  Norwich,  Sept.  1843.            

lished  a  few  months  ago,  alluding  to  a 

case  of  the  kind  I  have  just  recorded,  DR.  WIGAN  ON  TINEA  CAPITIS. 

and  which  was  justly  stigmatised  in  ^__ 

one  of  our  reviews  as  nellish." 

FHere  the  letter  was  read,  expressing  Tb  the  Editor  qftke  Medieml  Omietie. 

abhorrence  of  vivisection,  as  pursued  Sir 

in  England,  and  of  the  facts  detailed  re-  u       .  '          n     i 

spccling  Si^  Astley  Cooper,  in  the  Life  Having  recently  been  in  correspon- 

rlcently  publishe'd;  cone  uding  with  fence  with  Dr.  %gan  on  the  subject  of 

Abemethy'B  opinion,  that  no  medical  "'"t  obnoxious  and  veiy  inttactadedis- 

man,  who  coul'dbe  giilty  of  such  prac-  ^'^f'  '•""'Vf.P'^'?'  ^%1'f  fevour«i  me 

tices  to  animals,  las  fit  to  attend  a  *"     ">«  following  statement  of  the 

familv  1  method  he  pursues. 

"  Most  fully  do  I  coincide,-  said  the  D^esirous  that  a  mode  of  treatmeot 

feeling  nobleman;  most  deeply  do  I  Fi^""  nT^  to  be  unifornaly  successfid. 

coincide  with  him:  and  in  language  jJ^ouW  be  extensively  tested^^ 

stronger    than  any  which  has  %een  ^7^^^  his  sanction  to  publishing  hi. 

used,""  I    fain  would   clothe    my    ex-  ^^f.^^V  ^  ""''^^  'a  H^I^"?  attcnUon.  he 

pressions.  But  what  language  can  find  Ji",  I  have  no  doubt,  furnish  a  faUcr 

a  stronger  term  than  "Ticlfish ;"  and  detail;    but    his   present    imprenioii 

this  is  the  language  of  the  Quarterly  «^^™«  *^  ,^^'  t^^'  °^  ^"«  «^"  ,?^^ 

Review  ;     that*^  gforious    publication,  ^^Mf  ^"^^^^^  ^^  P«»^ss  a  pubbc  ap- 

which  has  alwayi  advocated  the  pro'  IX'^^tment.-l  am,  sir, 

prieties  and  virtues;   which  has  tlius  ^''"VL^^!fJ'^t7fr^^ 

openly  declared  itself  against  viviscc  Ihomas  Willis,  M.D. 

tion ;  and  which  cannot  fail,  supported  ^'  A^^t  m  TsI?^' 

as  it  is  by  writers  of  manly  hearts  and  ' 

clear  heads,  to  exhibit  the  zoicides  to  Dear  Sir, — To  give  a  full  answer  to 

British  scorn  and  horror.  your  queries  as  to  my  treatment  of  tinea 

The  horrid  practice  of  vivisection,  capitis,  wouldrcquire  a  pamphlet  instead 

according  to  one  philosopher,  is  more  ofaletter— atleast,if  Iweretoenterinto 

important  than  common  mortals  can  all  the  minute  characteristics  by  wliidi 

imagine.  the  disease  is  distinguished,  the  degree 

"  Shall  it  be  said  that  the  objects  of  and  mode  of  its  propagation,  and  the 

physiological  science  are  not  worth  the  combinations    by    wnich    it  is    often 

sacrifice  of  a  few  animals  ?    Men  are  mystified. 

constantly  forming  the  most  erroneous  I  waive,  therefore,  all  these  conside- 

estimates.    Of  what  importance  is  it  rations  for  the  present,  and  soppose 

now  whether     Anton]^   or    Augustus  the  disease  to  be  clearly  recognised. 

filled  the  imperial  chair?    What  will  When  this  is  the  case,  I  do  not  hesitate 

it  matter,  a  few  centuries  hence,  whether  to  say  that  there  is  no  other  mode  of 

England  or  Prance  swept  the  ocean  treatment  which  can  be  compared  with 

with  her  fleets  ?      But  mankind  will  mine  for  certainty,  rapidity,  and  ab- 

always.be  interested  in  the  great  truths  sence  of  collateral  or  consequent  in- 

deducible    from    physiologic    experi-  conveniences,  and  I  have  seen,  I  believe, 

mentB."  Oh  yes!  The  names  of  fiendish  all  modes,  as  well  of  the  Continent,  as 
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of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.    If  any  the  matter.  With  a  pie«e  of  fine  sponge 

£iith  is  to  be  nlaced  in  firm  convictions,  either  tied  to  the  end  of  a  stick  or  held 

I  am  exempt  from  prejudice,  bat  as  this  in  a  pair  of  silver  sugar-tongs,  I  imbue 

is  every  man's  opinion  of  himself,  I  only  each  spot  thorouc^hly  with  the  ooncexw 

put  it  forth  (qtumhitn  vmiemt)  as  pre-  trated  acid  for  ttie  space  of  three  or 

samptive  evidence  that  my  mind  was  four   minutes,   and   Oie    business   Is 

not  lightly  made  up.  finished. 

My  plan,  althoujgfn  never  published  (in  The  only  reason  why  it  is  necessary 
the  usual  sense  oithe  term),  was  made  to  see  the  patient  again,  is,  that  as  a 
known  by  me  many  years  a|;o  to  some  crust  is  generally  formed,  and  an  ap- 
hundreds  of  medical  men  m  London  pearance  of  ''  worsening"  takes  place, 
and  its  environs;  but  I  really  believe  the  friends  require  to  have  their  con- 
that  the  absolute  terms  in  which  I  fidence  renewed  from  time  to  time  by 
spoke  of  instantly  curing  a  disease  explanation  and  encouragement  I 
which  has  for  ages  been  the  appro-  have  often  applied  the  acid  more  than 
brittm  mwdicormm^  indisposed  the  great  once,  but  it  was  always  (I  firmly 
majority  to  put  faith  in  mjr  statements,  believe)  unnecessary,  when  the  preli- 
and  to  give  the  plan  a  trial ;  because  minaries  above  stated  bid  been  gone 
it  soun£d  so  like  quackery.  through  properly  upon  the  aAcvMiand 

My  mode  is  this —  leileifnead. 

Unless  the  Quantity  of  hair  on  the       The  crust  gradually  grows  up  with 

head  is  ezceeaingly  small  and  offers  the  hair,  which  soon  sprouts  again  if 

no  obstacle  to  the  complete  exami-  the  eruption  be  recent,  and  as  soon  as  a 

nation  of  the  skin,  I  insist  on   the  pair  of  fine  scissors  can  be  inserted 

head   being    shaved    very   carefully,  underneath,  it  should  be  removed ;  but 

twice.  this  should  not  be  done  prematurely. 

The  reason  is  obvious :  with  a  mode*  lest  a  sore  place  be  produced, 
rate  quantity  of  hair  you  maybe  curing       When  first  proposed,  a  good  deal  of 

the  parts  which  first  attract  notice,  correspondence  took  place  respcctinf^ 

while  others  which  have  been  infected  the  plan  with  those  who  had  tried  it 

are  gradually  progressing  to  a  visible  without  success.     1  found,  however, 

disease,  and  the  cure  is  thus  indefinitely  that  in  every  case  they  had  either  used 

prolonged.    I  do  not,  however,  object  a  much  weaker  acid  (it  is  sold  of  all 

to  a  little  circlet  of  hair  round  the  face,  strengths],  or  that  they  had  continued 

if  there  be  no  sign  of  disease  apparent  the  use  of  it  long  after  the  disease  was 

in  it,  and  if  it  be  carefully  washed  fsnth  cured,  and  thus  produced  that  not  very 

hot  common  vineear.    This  is  a  con-  rare  TeBu\t,**diseaie  of  the  Doctor.**   In 

cession  to  parentsd  vanity  which  mav  the  latter  cases  it  was  only  necessary  to 

be  safely  made,  and  without  which  discontinue  the  acid,  and  wash  the  head 

sometimes  it  would  be  impossible  to  with  warm  water, 
obtain  confidence.  It  is  so  difficult  in  the  present  day  to 

My  remedy  is  Beaufoy's  concentrated  attract  notice  to  any  plan  of  treatment, 

acetic  acid— pyrolieneous  acid,  as  it  is  the  result  of  common  sense  and  ex- 

atill  called — tnougn  no  longer  made  pcrience,   unless  accompanied   by    a 

from  wood.  plausible  theory,  that  I  quite  despair  of 

As  a  preliminary,  however,  I  use  the  obtaining  attention,  were  I  to  publish 

acid  diluted  with  three  times  its  weight  my  sentiments  on  this  subject.    I  in- 

of  water.    I  ctdl  this  the  detector  acid,  troduced  nearly  twenty  years  ago  a 

On  its  application  a  number  of  spots  German  invention  (if  so  simple  a  con- 

which  looked  perfectly  healthy  become  trivance  deserves  the  name),  by  which 

red  patches.    They  are  indications  that  a  man  with  broken  leg  is  enabled  the 

infection  had  been  taken,  but  had  not  same  day  that  it  has  been  put  into 

fione  through  its  stages,  which  period  order  to  move  in  and  out  of  l:^  with- 

I  believe  (after  great  experience),  to  be  out  any  assistance,  and  without  the 

eight  days.  This  assertion  is  not  lightly  slightest  risk  of  displacement.    It  is 

haxardco.  not  adopted  by  any  but  those  who  have 

Having  by  this  reconnaissance  ascer-  seen  it  in  use ;  and  to  this  day  patients 

tained  the  numbers  and  position  of  your  are  allowed  to  linger  weeks  or  months 

enemy,   your  course   is   clear.     One  in  the  rheumatic  gout,  with  frequent 

vigorotiB  assault,  and  there  is  an  end  of  metastasis  to  heart|  loss  of  its  elasticity, 

824.— xxxii.  3  K 
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iivperipipriy,    wr;ri  r   isi    th*':   ch«-t    or  ti«:n.s  tV'-.m    -,:e   -nrr--'    bkui.    viane  if 

pi':rinjirilii]:)i,  f(;  i' rT.iniiNr  in  p.  pr^iaf-U  ili.r.-u-.t  irti  ._  i.*.-l:ie';  jnu  iiiKi'irr. 
flcM.'h.  viho  nii^i.'.  a-/  have  licr-ii  o.ir-.Ml         G  ■•';■:  ir.-i  ri:'-Maiii::>m  nitiai  m  ":«:  r?- 

i.i    IW'T."  v-fijM*    i.'iMi'-.    I>v    Ti.    I'-.rai'.'ilv  m;irk.i!Jv  pr.t:»i  -  :    ■m:iir;i-r  riii  lurad 

- 1  r.  I  { .  I  ■  • .    >  J'  •,    ?i  I : '  I    rrriti  in,     v.  i  i  ii.ii     I  ;iO  f.i'va  i .:    w  ilL'J  ^    '.^i:  7     rsnidiiC  : :  ae 

j/i.'jii.-l.i-tl  [f-n  yr-,:!*-.  ,i;^o.  riiifl  t'fjm  the  t:l>ro':a  ini:  ni-'.v.'iis  '.sa;:iis.  i.tii  tZ. 2 

i:-.f:  of  \\!ii<:ji  itj  ill  oou-.^-'i>K;r.fNj.s  Lave  <iia:^r.i,-s:.:<:  fi".v:rs  t-!   ;:  i  ■>»!*!«  its  ;~ 


t; vr:r  rr-s I i  1  i. i: » 1 .  ca ilei i  forth  :. >  in iii; iii  ii*  *:»;  iiitc«v»r  ie 

fJad   I   'loFii":   nof.[iin£,'  more  f.r  my  real  tii.-siriL'ki  antler   :Jie  icaz:;?  sgub 

ff-iloA--crrMr.iir»-!4  than  rhis.  [  ha  v.;  not  it   a.->?umcs.     Riicii^iazii:    aJt:^oni  d 

hvi;(l  in  vr-in.     I  oon^'i'li-rthat  my  nnxhi  tno   fiijrous   cissjies.    *''ii:ii  aa  ihiae  rf 

of  trr:ar.i;^,j(  Y\u:iirc\n:it:  u'our,  inlp^hi'^-'d  tho    pcrlosriiT^.i:.     por-^a-riiiJi.  ji 

Tt  ftp  r  ri  lo  ii  ^,  na  rftf  1 1 1 .  and  1 11  .-jo  ri  m  i  n  rif  i  n  ^  il  i  ;i  p  i  i  ra  zm ,  i.l  u  .ri  mn  :cr-  xtjI   icia 

a-.!enrion,  much  tho-ii^ht^  and  caiiiiou.s  coat  of  iho  eve.  ar?.  i:   l»  'Viili^/ 

exjKirimcnf.  Ls  as  ;;fn?at  a  bene  fiction  to  exceedin  ^ly  common,  bi^th  is  en 

society   (oompareil    uirli    the  smjilli-r  rtlTections   and  as  the  risul:  ':£*  a 


numbers  of  the  S'.;lT?reri)  as  vaccination  r.L.-i- :  and  it  is  a  weii-rsco'^Tiza'd  j 

iL-^lf.  ciple  in  practice   thar   they  rt';srf  i 

This  boast,  which  would  have  lj«ren  n.iivL-d  treatment,  viz.   tlv-zot' rhdcaa* 

i-.ulr?i:orous  and  riiliciilnus  while  I  was  ti.-:n.  combined  wirh  the  aa.:if  IiL'^eisae^ 

in  practice,  may  be  ptrdoned  now.  wiien  inl!amm;ition    esij-tii.   vLi«h,  k 

No  man  can  obtain  attention  in  the  nmst  be  borne  in  aiirxd,  L»  here  meek 

present  day  unless  he  poesess  a  public  altered  in  character  bv  ihi  rLtfOBanc 

appointment,  or  be  ci)nnected  wi:h  a  diaihesi-.      My  own  opiriioa  L?-  tbt 

Medical  School. — I  am.  my  dear  sir,  the   term  inflammatory   l*  cfren  fay 


Yours  very  truly.  vaguely  applied  to  many  of  thii*e 

A.  L.  WiijAN.        tions,  and  that  infinite  mischief 

Thecompli.'ationsof  lineicapitisMith    ^^^^'^"^  i"  ^"?^\^^V^  ^?  '^'^^^^*  "^^  ^ 
other  di<eascsof  the  <ca!p  produce  a    p'*;'''^  ^*^^'^^^^  ^>'  ^^^^"^  -'F*^'^^  * 

few  and  sliirht   moditications  of   the        n^l       ,  .  i        .,•    ,  ^ 

ihc    latter    remark    will   Lear  w 


system  is  struggling  (if  I  may  use  the 
«,^.  expresi»ion)  to  tlirow  ofT  an  attack  of 

rheumatism  or  irout.      The   result  cf 
BKONCIIIAL  nLKNORRIKi: A,   &c.      this  struggle  may  l>e.  in  one  case, the 

CONSIDERED  IS  coNNKCTioN  WITH  d<!Vclopment  of  bronchitis;  in  another, 

KiibiMATisM.  of  dvspepsia  or  diarrlura;   and  in  a 

nv  II.  U.  C..«vvr.,  S,R«..oN-.  thir.l,of  irritation  of  the  senit<>.urii«g 

'  mucous  membrane.     But,  whatever  UK 

(rut  thfi  f^Hiinn  Afrdicaf  (inzHlf.)  f'»i'"i  of  the  secoiular}'  dUorder,  it  must, 

if  possible,  be  traced  to  its  cause. other- 
wi«.('    llie  treatment   we  adopt  cannot 

'I'm:   inf<M<»ln<«i<»  "f  ilifli  m*j«m|  (K'tiniis  jm  fail  |(»  be  empirical  and  ineflieient.    It 

nil"  nf  f  hi'  »M»wi  iMivimi*)  ami  inlire«.lin^  Ih  m»l.  however,  always  easy  to  unravel 

ciibji  iMs  *b;»>  'pv  r^T'f-np}"  i1m'  riilrullfHi  ihe    inlrjeaeics    of    these    perplexing 

iir  Hit.  ptMrti'ipMr)  i-t  till  >lii>ine.  w  bi»thi<r  ea*.eK,  ;iiid  it   is  fortunate  that  natmc 

UP  ,i..^,   \s  J«i  *Trf«i'»vp  r»»h»i  «.»  \\\o  now  and  llun  gives  us  a  broad  hint, 

li,-.ri{itiiMt   ,.i   I..  sV  '  I'Mii,,,),.,-,^  ,»r  i|i«i.  uhii'h   jierve**  to  guide  us  out  of  the 

rncr        I  li..  »•■ » »• »  iJm  <.  pl»iin»  pi^ih  nf  error,  and  directs  us  how  to 

iiirtiii  lii'i)  i'»    •"  '      *   »'•.,'•!.  id  ii  nuv:.  pt«-.fiibe    I'or    <uir    patient    with  the 

i(iiit>ti(i  il  K*  iti     ..|..  i.»»i..M   v'l  ihv    1%  .;ii  lU-. I  iiii*'iNK»u  aiui  success. 

lira  fiiii' i'^"'-'  ■■•'  '*•*  i«i«.  •.  lui.t  t.i  \\u.  riu    .iIk'w    iviii.irks   mav  property 

^yiiiii^ibt,  »ni«i««'-' d  i.i  . -I  i,  Ui\WiU  luiuiUiu.  ill*.- -aibiivt  of  this  paper. 

:umi««v   i*"'^  iliUiiiiii   m.;.iiiA   .imi  ii,  \\\  uSi.-.v » \  ii i^'ji   lias  been  for  some 

Mjia.  1ml  !♦■*.  ii  »"^»-'  '"  .i.liiiui,  .1  ji.»L  uiiu:  i-.ut.  iiuik-d  tipDu  a  well-marked 

'.ui  .Mt¥:  *iiik-b  Ucr^'''^*     '^"  *'    \^\\\.  h.iiii  ij' wli  It  m.i\  be  called  bronchial 


mh.  cheyne  on  bronchial  blenorrhcea,  &c.     sc; 

UeDorrhoea,  which  is  clearly  dependent  the  ankle-joint,  which  was  not  accom- 
Qpon  the  metastasis  of  rheumjitism,  or,  panied  by  cither  swelling  .or  redness  ; 
at  least,  upon  the  rheumatic  diathesis,  and,  m  addition,  I  then  learnt  that  he 
and  which  is  as  clearly  unconnected  had  been  for  a  year  or  two  occasionally 
with  bronchitis.  As  this  affection,  as  subject  to  pain  and  slight  puffy  swell- 
far  as  I  know,  has  not  been  described,  ing  of  the  right  knee-joint,  though 
I  will  sketch  a  case  which,  in  most  never  to  the  degree  of  confining  him  to 
respects,  may  be  considered  a  type  of  his  house.  He  now,  also,  recalled  to 
the  whole  class;  and,  at  the  same  mind,  that  he  had  felt  great  weakness 
time,  I  will  point  out  the  remedies  in  the  knee,  but  not  in  the  ankle «  just 
which,  in  m>'  hands,  have  been  strik-  before  his  present  illness.  These  in- 
inriy  and  uniformly  beneficial.  valuable  hints  of  the  true  origin  of  the 
Cask.— Mr.  B.,  st.  about  GO,  a  strong  complaint  I  was  not  slow  to  act  upon, 
healthy  man,  whose  occupation  exposed  I  at  once  ordered  for  him  a  pill  com- 
him,  for  many  hours  daily,  to  a  very  posed  of  two  ^ains  of  the  acetous 
high  temperature,  and  subjected  him  extract  of  colchicum,  and  three  grains 
constantly  to  profuse  perspinitions,  be-  of  the  compound  extract  of  colocynth, 
came  in  June  last  affected  with  trouble-  to  be  taken  at  night,  as  an  aperient ; 
some  cough,  without  expectoration  or  and,  in  the  course  of  twenty- four  hours, 
dvspnoea.  His  pulse  was  natural,  and  a  mixture  containing  of  Iodide  of  Potas- 
ssin  cool ;  his  appetite  was  deficient;  sium  9j.,  of  liquor  rotasss,  and  Tine- 
he  became  weak  and  out  of  spirits,  per-  ture  of  Henbane  aa.  5j.  in  Mist.  Camph. 
spired  profusely  at  night,  and  passed  )(vj.  He  was  also  directed  to  place  nis 
fattle  unoe,  which  was  loaded  with  the  feet  every  night  and  morning  in  a  hot 
Hlhates.  At  the  end  of  a  week  he  be-  mustard  and  water  bath. 
gaa  to  expectorate  lar^e  quantities  of  In  so  short  a  period  as  three  days, 
moGO-puTUient  fluid,  without  relief  to  under  these  remedies,  the  bronchial 
his  cough ;  he  got  weaker,  and  lost  blenorrhoea  was  reduced  to  half  its 
flesh ;  so  much  so,  that  his  friends  feared  former  quantity,  and  at  the  end  of  a 
consumption,  to  which  view  of  the  week  it  had  ceased  altogether.  Soon 
case,  however,  auscultation  gave  the  afterwards  his  cough  left  him ;  and  his 
BesatxTe,  inasmuch  as,  at  first,  no  mor-  health  and  strength  were  rapidly  re- 
bid  condition  whatever  could  be  de-  stored. 

tected,  and  it  was  only  when  free  se-        Two  facts  may,  I  think,  be  fairly 

cretion  was  takine  place  that  rhonchi  deduced  from  the  history  of  this  case ; 

could  be  heard  shifting  about  in  every  viz.  first,  that  a  peculiar  irritation  of 

ramification  of  the  air-tubes.    Besides,  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  with 

percussion  elicited  a  clear  sound  over  profuse  secretion,  constituting  a  distinct 

the  whole  of  the  chest.  Now,  the  treat-  kind  of  bronchial  blcnorrha>a,  may  be 

mentof  this  patient,  during  a  fortnight,  induced  bv   the  rheumatic  diathesis; 

consisted  in  the  application  of  a  blister,  and  seconcily,  that  iodide  of  potassium 

the  use  of  mild  doses  of  mercury  and  (as    in    the    above    formula)    is,  un- 

ipecacuanha    until    the     gums    were  doabtedly,  a  medicine  of  astonishing 

sliehtly  touched,    and   of  occasional  power  over  this  state  of  the  mucous 

opiates  at  night  to  relieve  the  cough  ;  membrane.  I  may  add,  that  colchicum, 

at  the  same  time  the  diet  was  strictly  in  mv  hands,  has  frequently  proved  to 

regulated.      This    plan,    which    was  be  of  greatly  inferior  efhcacy. 
steadily  pursued,  failed  in  controlling        I  can,  certainly,  come  to  no  other 

the  symptoms.     My  patient  was  then  conclusion  but  that  the  description  I 

sent  a  few  miles  into  the  country,  where  have  ^vcn  of  the  Jibove  disease  can- 

I  continued  to  visit  him  daily  ;  and  (as  not,  with  any  regard  to  accuracy,  be 

the  enormous  expectoration  was  pro-  identified   with   that  of  any  form   of 

dacing  great  debility,  and  there  wiis  a  bronchitis,  unless  the  latter  term  be 

total  freedom  from  fever),  I  changed  used,  without  the  least  reference  to  the 

the  treatment,  and  prescribed  quinine  actual  symptoms. 
with  iron,  and  a  liberal  diet.     Never-         Having  thus  endeavoured  to  shew, 

theless,  the  disease  still  defied  the  re-  by  analysis,  the  existence   of  a  rheu- 

medies,  after  three  weeks' duration.     I  matic    form      of    bronchial    blcnor* 

must  confess  I  was  now  puzzled,  until  rha-a,  I  will  now,  in  order  to  make 

one  morning  I  found  my  patient  com-  the  evidcwce  ;wi  cotvOiwviw^  ^^  \  ^\^\ 

/i/siiiiii^o/' an  attack  of  severe  pain  in  cx.ammc  \\\c   swV^qcX,  Vq    ^  \s«vv\^^ 
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like  that  of  syuthesia,  in  briefly  allud-  becoming  so  narrow  that  she  coolJ 
ing  to  a  class  of  morbid  phenomena,  neither  breathe  nor  swai&ow  without 
often  excited  in  another  tract  of  mucous  extreme  pain  and  diflkulty. 
membrane;  vis.  the  genito-urinary,  On  examination,  I  found  a  twuor 
which  phenomena  clearly  evince  the  about  the  size  of  a  small  strawberry, 
close  connection  that  obtains  between  which  it  somewhot  resembled  in  ap- 
either  irritation,  or  simple  discharge  pearance,  growing  from  the  back  of  toe 
from  that  men^brane,  and  the  develop-  pharynx,  aboni  opposite  the  thiid  car- 
men t  of  rheumatism,  in  individuals  who  vical  vertebra,  ana  to  a  great  extent 
possess  the  rheumatic  diathesis.  For  diminishing  the  passage  m  tbe  food 
example,  gonorrhoea,  urethral  blenor-  to  the  stomach.  When  tdied  by  the 
rhoea,  and  even  the  irritation  and  dis-  forceps,  it  felt  firmly  attached  and 
charge  sometimes  brought  on  by  the  unyielding,  leading  me  to  sa^ifoae  that 
passage  ci  a  bougie  (as  I  have  again,  it  originated  from,  or  adherra  to,  the 
and  again  witnessed),  may  be  excitants  bodv  of  one  c^  the  vertebne :  it  was 
of  rheumatism.  Leucorrhoea,  also,  is  evidently  not  a  polypus,  from  the  hard- 
often  attended  by  the  same  complica-  ness  of  its  structure,  and  the  force 
tion,  especially  in  the  form  of  neuralgia,  required  to  move  it  with  the  forceps, 
to  which  young  women  are  extremely  I  applied  the  lunar  eaustic  to  its  sur- 
predisposed.  £astly,  I  may  observe,  face  for  a  few  days,  under  the  use  of 
that,  for  the  supervention  of  rheuma-  which  it  appeared  rather  to  increase, 
tism,  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  that  and  certainly  to  become  much  more 
this  irritation,  and  increased  secretion,  painful.  I  then  resolved  to  remove  it 
be  of  a  specific  nature,  as  in  gonor-  cum  ferro.  Having  the  head  made 
rhoBa.  It  was  with  reference  to  what  steady  by  the  aid  or  an  assistant,  and 
has  been  named  gonorrhoeal  rheuma-  depressing  the  tongue  bv  means  of  a 
tism,  that  Swediaur*,  who  first  noticed  broad  spatula,  I  was  enabled  to  see  the 
it,  asks  the  Question,  whether  in  such  tumor  distinctly,  and  with  one  sweep 
cases,  gomurriiGea  is  not  rather  arthritic  of  a  long  bistoury  to  remove  it  com- 
than  syphilitic ;  and  I  am,  mynelf,  pletely  from  its  attachment,  which  was 
almost  disposed  to  agree  with  Richterf,  done  as  nearly  as  possible  to  its  con- 
and  others,  who  attribute  some  forms  nexion  with  the  vertebra.  It  reauired 
of  these  discharges  to  transferred  rheu-  considerable  force  to  cut  througn  the 
matic  action.  base,  which  communicated  to  the 
4S,  Bernen  street.  touch  a  sensation  sinular  to  that  ex- 
Sept.  1, 1848.  perienoed  when  cutting  throogfa  bone 


in  a  state  of  caries.    The  tumor,  how- 

TUMOE  OF  THE  PHARYNX,  ^t'  ISheT S  ^5* iw^c2S^S 
nature,  with  gpritt^  particj^  of  ossifie 

TV,  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  matter  developed  in  its  interior.    The 

^                '^  operation  caused  but  little  hsmorrhage, 

^^^*  and    the   ajiplication  of  the    atytmti 

Should  you  consider  the  brief  outlines  witras  occasionally  for  a  few  days  sub- 

of  the  following  case  sufficiently  in-  dued  the  irritation  and  produced  com- 

teresting,  their  insertion  in  your  valu-  plete  cicatrization.     More    than   six 

able  journal  will  much  oblige  months  have  now  elapsed  since  the 

Your  obedient  servant,  operation,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest 

Charles  Deazeley.  appearance  of  the  tumor  returning.    It 

Lftte  Demonstrator  of  Anatoiny,  is  worthy  of  remark  that  prior  to  the 

Westminster  Uospitel.  removal  of  the  tumor  the  lady  sufieied 

Mrs.  H ,  the  wife  of  a  miUtary  ^c'T  often  from  feinting  fits,  for  which 

officer,   having   sufiered   for   a   long  ^^^^  medicme   prescribed  was  only 

Eeriodfromadull  aching  pain  in  the  ®^  temporary  benefit;  but  since,  the 
ead,  extending  down  the  neck  to  the  "^  ^'  headache  have  not  returned,  and 
chest,  and  often  producing  fainting  J"®  .enjoys  excellent  health,  often 
and  insensibility,  requested  me  to  ex-  »f  etiously  amusing  her  firiends  by 
amine  her  throat,  as  she  said  it  was  «la?ngthe  anecdote  of  a  doctor  having 
cut  her  throat  to  save  her  life. 

♦  Tnae<<taiiltl.8ypiilUtlqnes,toin.ii.ch.TH.  '  ^^nk  it  very  probable  that  the 

t  Chir.  Bibl.  b.  Iv.  p.  808.  swooning  and  headache,  which  were 
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alwayB  worse  after  eating,  may  have  glance  at  his  body,  for  form's  sake; 

arisen  from  the  pressure  of  the  tumor,  and  the  inquest  was  held  on  the  aSth 

in  the  efforts  to  swaUow.  on  the  nume.  ^„^  3,^     ^he  jury  found  that  the 

rous  filaments  of  the  sympathetic  nerve  .  ,.^.i',        -,        t 

with  which  it  must  have  come  in  con-  deceased   had   laboured  under   rheu- 

tact    It  is  true,  the  difficult  respira-  matism  and  disease  of  the  hip-joint ; 

lion  might  account  for  the  other  symp-  that  he  had  died  of  the  latter;  and 

toms,  and  vice  ver^.    Certain  it  is,  ^^at  he  had  been  properly  treated, 
however,  that  since  the  tumor  has  been       „  i.  *     *u    f     ji  r^*  ,^  ^r 

removed  the  paroxysms  have  ceased.  So  much  for  the  broad  features  of 

^ the  history,  which  we  give  to  serve  as 

a  general  guide  to  what  follows;  tlie 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  interest  of  the  case  depends,  of  cou«e, 

_  , .      „         .     .  •  ,  on  the  minuter  and  more  controverted 

Friday,  September  15,  1843,  ^^ 

James  Clark,  when  admitted  as  aa 

•«  Ucet  omnibUp  Ikct  ctiam  mihi,  diKnitotem  o„t-niiii«»nt.  was  bLbouriaff  under  thctt- 

Arlis  Medie*  tncri;  potcrtas  modo  wnicndi  in  OUl-paiient,  was  laoounng  unaer  raeu 

pobUcun  iit,  diccndl  periculum  uon  rcdwo."  matism  and  disease  of  the  hip-joint. 

^  Cic»Ro.  jj^j  though  morhut  coxarius  was  set 

down  by  Dr.  Barnes,  his  physician,  aa 

A  LATE  INQUEST  IN  THE  NORTH.  ^^  ^,  ^^  ^j^  ^^  ^fUmB  do 

Wb  have  been  fi&voured  with  copies  of  not  appear  to  have  been  very  promi- 

Ihe  Carlisle  Patriot  and  tl>e  Carlisle  nent;   had  they  been  so,  indeed,  it  is 

Journal  of  the  2d  instant,  both  giving  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  patient 

an  account  of  an  inquest  held  just  would  have  been  placed  under  the  cars 

beAire  their  publication,  at  Beaumont,  of  the  surgeon  of  the  hospital,  rather 

near  Carlisle.     80  great  an  interest  than  the  physician.    During  Clark's 

has  been  excited  by  this  inquiry  that  attendance  as  an  out-patient,  he  was 

the  Patriot  devotes  eight  columns  to  bled,  cupped,  blistered,    and   rubbed 

its  report,  and  the  Journal  five.    This  with  tartar  emetic  ointment,  and  took 

interest  is  of  a  medico-political  stamp,  a   dose  of  Epsom  salts  and  one  of 

It  appears  that  a  tend  has  long  raged  Dover's  powder,    k  mixture  of  spirits 

^mong  the  practitioners  of  Carlisle,  and  of  turpentine  was  also  given  inter- 

the  grave  of  James  Clark  is  the  battle-  nally.     During  this  period  of  eight 

field  of  the  contending  fiictions.  weeks  the   patient  used  to  go  from 

The  mere  dry  fiicts,  or  skeleton  of  Beaumont  to  Carlisle  once  a  week  in  a 

the  case,  are  as  follows.  cart,  and  return  the  same  day.    Had 

James  Clark,  a  countryman,  et  50,  his  disease  been  in  an  advanced  stage 

was  admitted  an  out-patient  of  the  this  would  have  been  impossible. 
Carlisle  Infirmary  in  October    1842.        He  was  now  admitted  into  the  In- 

On  the  14th  of  December,  he  was  made  firmary,  where  he  remained  four  weeks. 
an    iorpatient,   and   was   dischai^ged       The  ticket  placed  at  the  patient*8 

Jsuiiai7lltb,1843.    He  then  returned  bed-head,  on  which  the  preseriptions 

to  Beaumont,   his    usual    residence,  were  entered,  has  not  been  preserved  1 

where  he  remained  without  advice  till  but  the  Physician's  Register,  kept  by 

the  BKNith  of  April.    He  was  then  the  House-Surgeon,  contains  the  fol- 

attended  by  some  practitioners  from  lowing  abstract  of  it. 
Cailisle  (not  those  of  the  Infirmary)  _.    , 

grew   woise    and    worse,    and    died       "^^^^.No.S.     James  Clark,  ag^ 

T        *  *Muu     Ti  u    --J        »u  50,    mamed;    residence,   Beaumont; 

August  25th.    He  was  buned  on  the  occupaUon,  labourer ;   date  of  admis- 

Vthi  on  the  asth  his  grave  was  just  gjon,  Dec.  14, 1842;  date  of  dischaJige, 

opeMd,80  that  the  jury  might  take  a  Jan.  U,  \^^\  ^\%i»ai&,  \\Mt>«si^^>aak^ 
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&c. ;    relieved  ;    treatment,    quinine,  There  is  plenty  of  evidence  to  show 

cupping  ;  ^^  subscriber's     name,     Mr.  that  he  waS  better,  some  to  show  that 

Thumam."  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^ 

Besides  (he  treatment  mentioned  in  he  was  worse, 

this  abstract,  Clark  took  calomel  and  All  the  formal  or  official  evidence 

Dover's  powder,  and  the  house-surgeon  goes  to  prove  that  he  was  better.    The 

thinks  he  also  had  blisters.  Physician's  Register,  as  we  have  seen, 

While  Clark  was  in  the  Infirmary,  says ''relieved."    Mr.  Page, surgeon  to 

repose  was  not  insisted    upon.     Dr.  the  Infirmary,  deposes  that  Clark,  on 

Barnes  desired  him  to  keep  his  bed  a  his  discharge,  said  to  the  Committee 

good  deal ;  but  as  he  said  that  the  heat  (hat  he  was  much  better.  Mrs.  Master- 

of  the  bed  increased  his  pain,  he  was  man,  matron  of  the  Infirmary,  says, 

allowed  to  sit  up.  As  Dr.  Barnes  found  "  he  thanked  me  for  my  attention,  and 

neither  enlargement  of  the  hip-joint,  very  grateful  he  was.     He  expressed 

nor  matter  in  its  cavity,  nor  ulceration  himself  as  better.      I    think   he  was 

of  the  cartilages,  he  allowed  the  patient  better.  When  he  first  came,  he  required 

to  walk  about.    Clark  liked  to  walk  help  to  get  up  the  steps ;  when  he  went 

about,  though  it  gave  him  pain  to  do  out,  he  had  only  the  aid  of  his  sticks, 

so.    Was  this  permission  to  walk  war-  He  was  less  lame  than  when  he  entered, 

rantable  ?    Judicent  peritiores.      The  I  used  to  say  to  him  he  altered  as  the 

witnesses  against  the  Infirmary  doctors  weather  altered." 

lay  much  stress  on  perfect  rest  as  the  Grace  Reay,  who  was  a  nurse  in  the 

most  essential  part  of  the  treatment  of  Infirmary    when    Clark    was    an    in- 

morbus  coxarius.    The  authorities  are,  patient,  deposes,  that  when  he  left  be 

no  doubt,  with  them ;   yet  there  are  told  her  he  was  much  better  than  when 

exceptions  to  this  great  rule.    Thus,  he  came. 

when  delivering  the  treatment  of  in-  John  Davidson,  a  pensioner,  and  an 

fiammation  of  the  synovial  membranes  intimate  acquaintance  of  Clark,  nsed 

of  joints,  Sir  Benjamin  Brodic  says,  to  conduct  him  to  the  infirmary  as  an 

'*  The  chronic  in  fiammation  is  relieved  out-patient,  helped  him  up  the  stairs 

more  slowly.    In  the  first  instance  the  when  he  was  taken  into  the  house,  and 

joint  should  be  kept  in  a  state  of  perfect  received  him  when  he  came  out.  Claris 

quietude."  told  Davidson  that  he  was  much  better 

But  soon  after  we  read,  that  "  when  when  he  left  the  infirmary  than  when 

the  infiammation  is  in  great  measure  he  went  in.    "He  was  not  so  much 

relieved,  a  moderate  degree  of  exercise  better  as  he  would  like.." 

of  the  joint  is  beneficial  rather  than  John  Graham  deposes,  that  wheD 

otherwise*."  Clark  came  out  of  the  Infirmary  he 

Whether  the  disease,  in  Clark,  had  said  he  was  easier. 

reached  this  favourable  turning-point.  The    Rev.    Robert    Robinson,    the 

may,  of  course,  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  clergyman  of  the  parish,  deposes  that 

Another    question    which,    if   solved,  thanks  were  returned  in  the  church  for 

would  throw  light  on  this  difficulty,  the  relief  obtained  by  James  Clark  in 

is  the  one,  was  Clark  relieved  when  the  Cumberland  Infirmary.  Moreover, 

discharged  from  the  Infirmary  on  the  Clark  attended  church  once  or  twice 

11th  of  January  ?  Had  the  four  weeks'  after  being  at  the  Infirmary,  and  told 

walking  in  the  wards  of  the  Carlisle  Mr.  Robinson  that  he  thought  himself 

Infirmary  made  him  better  or  woi*se  ?  a  little  better. 

r"" ;  The  parish  clerk  deposes  that  he  sot 

♦  FttbologricaJ  and  Siinrical  Obaervationt  on  .                 /  c  ..v.     \   ^    v  v.  u             x 

theDiaeMmofihe  /«liit«,  ad  edit.  pp.  M  tnd  »T.  tVvc  pa.\iW  ^ol  \WTvV&>iN«Vvi\v\Mt  ^ye  to 
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Mr.  Kobinson,  cither  from  Clark  or  give  him  the  hope  of  recovery.  In  a 
his  mfe.  genial  or  polite  moment  he  might  re- 
Per  contra  there  are  four  witnesses,  turn  thanks  to  his  doctors  ;  in  his 
The  first  is  the  widow  of  the  deceased,  candid  hours  (no  longer  a  hero  to  his 
who  deposes  that  when  he  left  the  valet  de  cltambre)  he  might  confess  that 
Infirmary  he  did  not  feel  himself  any  he  had  not  improved,  and  might  ex- 
better;  and  that  he  informed  her  that  claim,  as  he  did,  while  an  out-^mtient, 
he  had  told  Dr.  Barnes  that  he  did  not  to  frank  farmer  Sewell,  that  '*  there  was 
Chink  he  had  got  any  benefit,  and  might  no  betterness  for  him  in  this  world.*' 
as  well  go  home  as  not.  The  remainder  of  the   his.tory  we 

Secondly,  James   Sewell,  of  Beau-  must  dispatch  briefly, 

mont,  farmer,  deposes  that  he  saw  Clark  We  do  not  hear  anything  farther  of 

shortly  after  his  return  from  the  in-  the  progress  of  the  case  until  Easter 

firmary,  and  he  was  much  the  same  as  Sunday,  when   he   was  seen  by  Mr. 

when  he  went.     "  Some  of  our  folk  Hodgson. 

told  me  (I  was  not  there  myself)  that  On   that  day   Clark   hobbled  after 

James  Clark  had  returned  tlianks  in  him  on  two  sticks,  said  he  was  rapidly 

the  chnrch  to  Almighty  God  for  being  getting  worse,  and  that  he  would  be 

relieved  at  the  infirmary  ;    and  I  was  glad  if  Mr.  Hodgson  or  any  of  his  me- 

uncommonly  hurt  at  this,  because  he  dical  friends  could  do  anything  for  him. 

was  not  a  bit  better."  On  the  27th  of  April,  Clark  was 

When  this  honest  husbandman  was  visited  by  Dr.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Elliott, 

told  that  returning  tlianks  was  only  a  of  Carlisle,  and  he  was  seen  again  by 

form,  he  replied:  "  let  us  be  duin  with  Mr.  Hodgson  in  the  beginning  of  May, 

forms  and  ceremonies,  and  give  us  the  '*  He  was  in  bed  :    there  was  a  large 

reality  0*1  thing."     He  adds,  in  his  evi-  abscess  discharging  from  the  front  of 

dcnce,  that  Clark  **  was  not  a  stroke  the  thigh — the  limb  was  shortened  an 

better  when  he  returned  from  the  in-  inch  and  a  half.    There  was  great  pain 

firmary."  on  the  slightest  motion.    Matter  was 

.    It  is  impossible  not  to  sympathize  spreading  among  the  muscles  of  the 

with  this  sturdy  Cumbrian  farmer  in  thigh,  so  that  when  the  lower  part  of 

his  contempt  for  shams    and  flams ;  the  thigh  was  pressed,  matter  came  out 

let  us  hope  that  the  coming  age  may  at  the  anterior  and  upper  part  of  the 

be  blessed  with  many  such  reformers  !  thigh." 

Thirdly,  Thomas  Todhunter,  who  About  this  time  a  seton  was  put  in 
lives  in  the  village  of  Beaumont,  and  his  groin,  and  pus  wiis  freely  evacuated. 
was  a  near  neighbour  of  Clark's,  saw  "  Many  gallons  of  matter  ran  from  the 
him  on  the  night  of  his  return  from  the  wound,"  says  his  wife ;  meaning,  of 
infinnary,  and  he  was  no  better  than  course,  during  the  seventeen  weeks  that 
when  he  went.  the  imtient  was  confined  to  his  bed. 
Lastly,  John  Hodgson,  surgeon,  of  After  his  discharge  from  the  infirmary, 
Carlisle,  was  told  by  the  deceased  that  he  was  not  seen  by  any  of  the  medical 
the  doctors  of  the  infirmary  had  done  ofl[icers  of  the  institution,  excepting  on 
bim  no  good.  the  day  of  his  death,  by  the  house- 
How  shall  we  balance  this  conflicting  surgeon. 
evidence  ?  Probably,  James  Clark,  It  would  be  difficult  to  affirm  tl^at 
ythea  he  left  the  infirmary,  was  sub-  the  treatment  of  Clark  in  the  infirmary 
Btantially  in  the  same  condition  as  was  the  most  vigorous  that  the  case 
when  he  entered  it ;  yet  for  a  day  or  admitted,  especially  now  that  w^now 
two  he  m^ht  enjoy  sufficient  ease  to  its  su&sequeut  progre**,     \\,  ^^^^Nifc 
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still  more  dilHcult  to  conclude  that  the  From  the  Carlisle  Journal  of  Sept,  ^ik 

treatment  was  very  bad,  considering  "  And  first  as  to  the  inquest.    It  has 

the  age  of  the  patient,  and  want  of  l»en  said  that  it  was  "an  investigation 

.           •    lu            L              J  1  ^  without  a  parallel  in  this  or  any  other 

prominence  m  the  symptoms ;  andalso  country."  If  this  had  been  an  ai^rtioa 

recollecting  that  he  went  out  at  least  fwrnded  in  ignorance,  the  writer  might 

aa  well  as  he  came  in ;  but  it  would  have  some  claim  upon  our  pity ;  bat 

be  most  difficult,  and  almost  impossi.  when  put  forth  as  a  wilful  penrcrrion 

ble,  to  believe  that  this  inquest  could  f  ^  welf-known  fiicts  loathing  and  con- 

,  v^^  M^»«;vc  i.xm*  wiio  lu^"^""  ^^  tcmot  are  the  only  feelings  excited  by 

have  taken  place,  had  it  not  been  for  ij.    Inauests  on  persons  suspwsted  to 

tlie   internecine   war   waged   by  the  have  "  died  of  the  doctor"  are  of  com- 

medical  men  of  Carlisle.    Whether  it  mon,  ahnost  every.day  occurrence,  as 

befits  practitioner   to  pick   holes  so  must  be  well  known  to  ev^iycader  of 

1    .    xi-         X    ^  T^ .   T     .1-  tbe  daily  journals  or  works  of  medical 

eagerly  m  the  coat  of  his  brother  prac-  jurisprudence.  Then  Mr.  Nanson,  who 

titioner,  we  leave  to  the  good  sense  and  appeared  before  the  coroner  as  the  ad* 

good  feeling  of  our  readers.  vocate  of  the  governors — though  what 

^__^  advocacy  they  required  I  am  at  a  loss 

to  conceive— appeared  to  think  he  had 

THE  CARLISLE  CONTROVERSY.  made  a  great  point  when  Dr.  Jackson 

and  Mr.  Elliott  candidly  admitted  that 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  re-  they  had  called  upon  the  coroner  to 

ceivcd  the  Carlisle  papers  of  Saturday,  hofd  the  inquest ;  and  I  am  aware  that 

the  9th  inst.    We  subjoin  a  couple  of  attempts  have  been  made  to  treat  this 

^         J    ^        •*,      .1.       ^^  act  of  theirs  as  little  less  than  a  crime, 

extracts  -,    and,  to  make   the   matter  ^^  ^o^^  ^j^^y  ^^^  ^^  gp^^  have 

clearer  to  our  readers,  we   add   the  surely  forgotten  all  that  has  passed,  or 

following  elucidations.  are  wilfufly  blind  to  what  nas  beeo 

The  Infirmary  atCarlisle  was  founded  passing   under   their   noses.     If  Dr. 

«iw.«*  f-,^  «^«  J^««^  ^^A  o«^  *!,-  r>«^.<>»f  Jackson  and  Mr.  Elhot  had  not  taken 

about  two  years  ago,  and  at  the  present  ^^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^  .^^^^^  ^^  ^^ 

moment  contains  twenty  patients.   Dr.  \^y^  been  content  to  sit  down  under 

Barnes  is  the  physician,  Mr.  Page  the  the  stigma  of  having  been  accessory  to 

surgeon,  and   Mr.  Burch  the  house-  the  death  of  James  Clark.     At^ 

.urgeon.    In  the  p«se„t  co„trove«y  FS^^S  onteTsfS?  AuJS 

and,  we  believe,  m  the  feuds  which  ^t  which  your  Lordship  so  ably  V®- 

prcceded  it,  the  Carlisle  Patriot  has  sided,Dr.  Barnes  made  this  statement  ^— 

taken  the  side  of  the  medical  officers  "  *  ^  might  well  be  said  he  (Clark) 

of  the  Infirmary,  while  the  Carlisle  f"f  relieved.    When  he  came  to  the 

,          ,  ,                  J  .1.                *  ..  Infirmary  he  could  not  walk,  bnt  when 

Journal  has  espoused  the  cause  of  the  ^c  left  it  he  could  walk  well.    Ht  had 

critical  lookers-on.  gince  thai  been  operated  upon  by  other 

Mr.  Steel,    editor   of   the    Carlisle  medical  gentlemen :  when  he  left  the 

Journal,  is  a  governor  of  the  Infirmary,  Infirmary  he  was  rapidly  recovering, 

and  a  chief  promoter  of  the  attack  on  *"^  '"''^'^'"^  ^^"^»  T  "^°«^"*» 

•"     *               V*"»"*'»^^*    VI    MIC  tM,u»\,m.  vu  KBDicAL  GENTLEMEN  AtTBNDBD  HIM,  he 

the  present  officers.  ^as  now  in  bed  and  in  great  danger.*  " 

The  Patriot,  on  the  other  hand,  calls 

the  discontented  practitioners  "  Medical  ^'^'^  ***  ^"'^'"'^  Journal  qf  Sept.  m. 

Trades  Unionists,"  and  can  see  errors  "Three  medical  men  connected  with 

in  them  alone.    The  supposed  facts,  ^  infirmary  were  examined.      Dr. 

*u      i?         *  .^           .  ""*'*^^"   ,   •*»  Barnes,  the  physician,  says  Clark  was 

therefore,  of  the  two  journals,  and  the  labouring  under  rheum^sm  and  dis- 

arguments  built  upon  them,  must  be  ease  of  tne  hip-joint    Mr.  Page,  the 

taken  with  some  grains  of  allowance.  fcurgeon,  swears  it  was  debility,  rheu- 

The  first  two  extracU  are  from  a  ^^^^  wid  disease  of  the  Up-joint 

1  «•      u     mir     04    1  A     Ai.     -n-  .          ^  Mr.  Burch,  the  house  surgeon,  looked 

letter  by  Mr.  Steel  to  the  Bishop  of  upon  it  as  JbeumaUsm  aloBe-Le  so  ic- 

Carlwe,  cords  it  on  the  only  records  kept,  and 
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it  appears  never  to  have  struck  him  church,  and  heard  the  words  *  thanife^^ 

that  Ur.  Barnes  was  treating  the  imtient  either  for  being  cured  or  relieved,  I  am " 

for  anything  else. — This  is  conRrmcd  not  sure  which." 

by  the  nurse,  who  says  she  applied  Patient. — "Miss  Margaret  Blamire 

blisters    to  the    man's  knee   by   Mr.  called  to  see  me  after  church-time,  and 

Burch's  direction.  Mr.  Page's  evidence,  remarked  that  it  was  odd  I  should  rc- 

to  be  sure,  can  go  for  very  little,  for  turn  thanks  for  being  cured,  when  I 

he  seeoAS  to  be  wonderfully  oblivious  of  was  no  better." 

everything  connected  with  the  case.  Mr.Gilkenon. — "  He  was  worse,  and 

He  might  have  seen  him,  or  he  might  everybody  remaiiced  it." 

not  have  seen  him — it  is  probable  he  _         ,    ^    ,   , 

■aw  him— it  is  probable  he  treated  him  Prom  the  Cmrlule  Putnot  of  Sept.  0th. 

— -611I  he  has  no  entry  of  him  in  his  booh,  "  We  do  not  consider  a  general  news- 

My  .Lord,  is  this  the  practice  of  the  paper  the  proper  medium  for  discussing 


.  , very 

Salient  enters  labouring  under  the  most  least,  '  doctors  difler,' — but,  in  point  of 

angcrouB  of  all  surgical  diseases — and  fact,  we  believe  it  will  be  generally 

his  caaeisneverentercdin  the  surgeon's  understood  from    the   evidence,    that 

book  I  Clarke  had  for  many  years  been  labour- 

The  patient  says  he  was  first  seen  by  ing  under  chronic  inflammntion  of  the 

Mr.  P^,  who  ordered  him  a  blister  on  fibrous  structures  around  the  joint ;  for 

the  kmetf  thus  showing  that  he  entirely  that  there  was  no  disease  in  the  joint 

niiatocA  the  nature  of  his  complaint —  itself  while   the   patient  was  in   the 

and  then  turned  him  over  to  Dr.  Barnes,  Infirmary,  is  proved  by  Dr.  Barnes  and 

the  phvfician — thus  affording  another  Mr.  Bnrch,  wno  rotated  or  moved  the 

procM  that  he  had  either  not  examined  limb  in  every  direction  ;   and  a  part  so 

I  he  man  as  he  ought,  or  that  he  was  labouring  under  chronic  disease  was 

unnbte  to  distinguish  between  the  cause  more    liable  to   active    inflammation, 

of  disease  and  its  symptoms.     Your  which  a  fall  or  other  accidental  cause 

Lordship  will  doubtless  tnink  this  still  might  set  up,  and  which  might,  if  unat- 

more  strange,  after  hearing  Mr.  Page  tended  to,  go  on  to  the  destruction  of 

declare  that  he  (a  young  gentleman  the  joint.    But  be  this  as  it  may,  we 

with  a  year  and  a  halfs  practice)  had  wish  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  our 

seen  "nundreds  of  cases  of  hip-joint  readers  a  fact  which  we  consider  de- 

Bc"— a  detrree  of  irood  fortune  to  a  cisive  as  to  whether  Clarke's  case  was 


egree  of  good 

practitioner  which,  I  shall  venture  to  best  understood  by  the  officers  of  the 

say,  waa  never  enjoyed  by  Sir  Benjamin  Infirmary,  or  by  Dr.  Jackson  and  Mr. 

Brodie  himself,  in  all  his  long  ex-  Elliott— and  it  is  this,  that  the  treat- 

perience*.    But  the  truth  is,  my  Lord,  ment  adopted  by  Dr.  Barnes  aimed  at 

Mr.PSage't  evidence  proves  nothing —  r«/i>i>iw<7  the  imticnt,  and  it  succeeded 

except  that  he  tumea  his  patient  over  in  accomplishing  that  result;  but  the 

to  hiB  colleague  as  a  medical  case,  and  treatment  adopted  by  Dr.  Jackson  and 

that  his  colleague  immediately  entered  Mr.  Elliott,  which  also  aimed  at  relicv- 

the  man  as  labouring  under  a  surgical  ing  the  patient,  did   not  succeed  in 

disease r'     "When    I  left  I  said   to  affording  him  any  relief,  as  it  is  dis- 

Dr.  Barnes  I  think  Til  go  out,  for  I  am  tinctly  stated  in  evidence   that  poor 

fttinff  no  better,  and  if  I  was  at  home  Clarke  said  that  be  never  knew  what 

could  toddle  about  there.    He  said,  pain  was  until  subjected  to  the  treats 

well,  if  you  think  you  are  no  better  vou  ment  they  adopted. 
may  go.    My  leg  was  then  as  bad  as       But  there  remains  another  interpo- 

e?er.    I  thanked  the  gentlemen  (com-  lation  in  the  Journals  report,  of  still 

mittee)  for  their  kindness.    I  got  a  flreater  importance.    With  a  desperate 

paper  from  the  committee  to   return  determination  to  save  the    '  Medical 

thanks  in  church  for  being  cured."  Trades'  Unionists  from  the  odium  to 

Mr.  Gilherson.  —  "  I   was   in    the  which  they  had  subjected  themselves, 
the  reporter  for  the  Journal  has  ap- 

•  Wbf  ihoDid  Mr.  Steel  limit  Mr.  Vt^^it  ex-  pended  to  the  verdict  of  the  jury  a 

periew*  to  the  y  w  and  a  htlf  tliat  he  has  l»een  statement  that  "the  jury  were  unani- 

HnceontothelnSmiary?  Ifomiurtalluwhiiuthe  „,„.,„i„  «r  ^.,;„:^„   4U.v*  *v>^  ^.<..v^»v».^v 

cun  which  occurred  at  the  liOKiiitalu  where  he  ni^usly  of  ovmiow,  l\^vvl  VVisi  Vx«aXsa&^^ 

'  furyirr.-in/.  ^rt/.  Gtr^efi^.  of  Dr.   3lVCKS0tV  tVuiV  ^I.  \}\viVL  ^^^^ 
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correct,  and  all  that  could  be  done  for  8.  The  order  of  the  scMons  in  respect  of 

him  under  the  circumstances."     This  sicknew  and  ""'^tahty  differ,  ycarbyjear. 

admite  of  but  one  sort  of  contradiction,  and  does  not  admit  of  being  reduced  to  any 

It  is  a  deliberate  and  desperate  false-  P^^^^™^^„^  role,  but  one  admittingof 

hood.    No  such  statement  was  made  ^^^-  ^*«^       j^  may  be  stated,  that  tiie 

in  the  court ;  and  we  have  ascerfained  I^^JJ^^P^^^'eaa  teiids  to  vary  direcUy, 

on  inqmry,  that  no  such  opinion  was  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^j  mortality  inTcrsely  a«  tht 

ever  expressed,  or  meant,  or  intended  ^^jper^ture. 

to  be  expressed  by  the  jury."  jj^^gg  results  must  be  reodved  with  some 

~~~ "  reserve,  as  they  are  founded  on  a  compara- 

INFLUENCE  OF  THE  SEASONS.  tively  small  number  of  facts  ;  but  they  are 

probably  not  very  far  from  the  truth.    At 

The   results   to  which  the  foregoing  facts  any  rate  they  may  prove  suggestive  of  future 

and  reasonings  lead  may  be  briefly  stated  as  inquiries,  fomided  upon  a  broader  basis.   At 

follows  : —  present  the  materials  for  a  coniprehensiTe 

1 .  The  amount  of  sickness  in  the  central  theory  of  the  influence  of  the  seasons  and 
districts  of  London  during  the  year  1842  weather  upon  sickness  and  mortality  are 
varied  directly  as  the  temperature,  being  a  wanting,  and  are  not  likely  to  be  supplied 
maximum  in  August,  the  hottest  month  of  till  the  example  set  by  one  or  two  public 
the  year,  and  a  minimum  in  January,  the  hospitals  and  dispensaries  shall  have  provoked 
coldest  month.  imitation.     In  the  meantime  the  present  at- 

2.  The  diseases  which  determined  the  tempt,  if  it  accomplish  no  other  purpose, 
order  of  sickness  were  febrile  and  catarrhal  may  serve  as  an  example  of  the  mode  by 
affections,  the  contagious  exanthemata,  and  which  such  inquiries  roust  be  conducted, 
the  disorders  of  the  digestive  organs ;  to  In  the  course  of  this  inquiry  it  is  scarcely 
which  may  be  added,  the  mixed  group,  con-  possible  that  some  hypothesis  should  not 
sisting  of  gout,  scrofula,  &c.  have  suggested  itself  as  the  most  likely  to 

3.  The  diseases  of  the  organs  of  respira-  prove  true ;  and  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
tion  followed  the  inverse  order  of  those  bring  this  attempt  to  a  conclusion,  by  stat- 
already  mentioned,  and  were  inversely  as  ing  in  few  words  that  which  I  have  been  led 
the  temperature,  being   most  numerous  in  to  form. 

the  colder,  and  fewest  in  the  hotter  months.  The  causes  of  sickness  are  twofold,  con^ 

4.  The  temperature  did  not  appear  to  sisting  of  atmospheric  changes  which  may  be 
exercise  a  marked  influence  on  the  other  submitted  to  measurement,  and  of  certain 
classes  of  disease  :  with  the  exception,  per-  more  subtle  changes  in  the  composition  of 
haps,  of  those  which  form  a  measure  of  the  the  air,  which  at  present  can  neither  be 
activity  of  the  sexual  passion,  which  were  in  analysed  nor  estimated.  To  the  former 
excess  during  the  hottest  months  of  the  class  belong  the  temperature,  moisture,  and 
year — a  fact  which  corresponds  with,  and  pressure  of  the  air ;  to  the  latter  those  ema- 
corroborates,  our  experience  of  the  influence  nations  from  the  earth,  or  from  human  be- 
of  the  seasons  on  crimes  against  the  person,  ings  themselves,  which  give  rise  to  the  roa- 
&c.  jority  of  epidemic,  endemic,  and  contagious 

5.  The  hygrometric  state  of  the  air  ap-  diseases.  As  the  number  of  cases  of  sick- 
peared  to  have  little  effect  on  disease,  and  if  ness  produced  by  these  latter  causes  is  gene- 
it  produced  any  effect  it  was  on  the  diseases  rally  considerable,  the  influence  of  the 
of  the  organs  of  respiration,  which  were  in  pressure,  temperature,  and  hygrometric  state 
excess  during  the  months  in  whicl)  the  of  the  air,  will  not  be  observed  in  those 
quantity  of  moisture  in  the  air  was  the  years  in  which  these  causes  are  in  operation ; 
greatest ;  but  these  were  also  the  coldest  but  in  the  absence  of  epidemics,  the  tempe- 
months.  rature  will  be  found  to  be  the  most  influen- 

6.  The  mortality  for  the  metropolis  dur-  tial  cause  of  sickness.  When  the  tem]>era- 
ing  the  year  1842  was  greatest  in  the  first  ture  of  the  summer  is  high,  there  will  be 
quarter,  and  least  in  the  second,  and  was  such  an  amount  of  sickness  in  the  summer 
inversely  as  the  sickness,  except  that  the  months  as  to  cause  a  large  return  of  sickness 
mortality  of  the  third  quarter  exceeded  that  for  the  entire  year ;  so,  on  the  other  hand, 
of  the  fourth.  a  severe  winter  will  swell  the  total  sickness 

7.  The  diseases  which  chiefly  influenced  of  the  year,  by  producing  a  great  excess  of 
the  order  of  the  quarters  in  respect  of  mor-  affections  of  the  organs  of  respiration.  A 
tality,  were  those  of  the  chest;  to  which  summer  or  winter  of  unusual  length,  begin- 
may  be  added,  as  following  the  same  order,  ning  early  and  ending  late,  will  also  cause 
the  decay  of  nature  in  the  aged.  It  is  well  an  increase  of  sickness  on  the  entire  year ; 
known  that  the  most  common  cause  of  but  the  nature  of  the  sickness  will  be  dif- 
death  in  the  aged  is  an  affection  of  the  ferent  as  the  temperature  is  higher  or  lower 
lungs,  called  *'  bronchitis  senilis."  than  usual.    The  order  of  the  neasons  in  re- 
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speot  of  sickness  will  also  be  mainly  deter-  purpose  of  agitating  £be  mixture  during  the 

mined  by  the  degree  in  which  the  tempera-  transmission  of  the  gas  through  it. 

ture  of  these  seasons  exceeds,  or  falls  sliort  It  is  necessary  to  have  an  abundant  supply 

of,  the  average  temperature.  of  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas,  and  the 

The  mortality,  in  like  manner,  in  non-  following  is  the  best  means  of  obtaining  it:— 

epidemic  years  will  be  chiefly  dependent  In  the  first  place,  provide  a  gas  generating 

upon  the  temperature,  varying  in  the  seve-  bottle ;  a  six  or  eight  ounce  wide- mouthed 

ral  seasons  inversely  as  the  temperature,  bottle,  to  which  is  fitted  a  cork  with  a  bent 

except  in  those  years  in  which  the  summer  tube  of  sufilcient  length  to  reach  the  bottom 

u  unusually  warm,  when  the  mortality  of  of  the  vessel  containing   the  iodine,   will 

the  summer  may  even  exceed  that  of  the  answer  the  purpose.      Into  this  bottle  put 

winter  season.      In  other    instances,    the  an  ounce  or  two  of  sulphuret  of  iron,  in 

mortality  of  the  summer  months  will  rank  [)ieces  about  the  size  of  a  pea.     Tlie  best 

next  to  that  of  the  winter  or  autumn. — Dr.  sulphuret  of  iron  is  made  by  heating  a  bar 

Guy,  in  Q^arterly  Journal  qf  (he  SiatUti-  of  iron  at  a  blacksmith's  forge,  to  a  white 

eal  Society,  or  welding  heat,  and  while  the  iron  is  at 


this   temperature,   holding  a  stick  of  roll 

ON  THE  PREPARATION  OF  Buli)hur  against  the  end  of  it,  over  a  pail  of 

uvnumnm   kniT\  water.     The  sulphuret  and  warm  water 

HlDRIODIC  ACID.  enter  jn^o  combination,   and   the  resulting 

sulphuret  flows  in  a  state  of  fusion  into 

In   consequence  of  a  remark   made  at  a  the  water.     Tliis  sulphuret  is  an  indispen- 

recent  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  sable  item  in  every  practical  laboratory,  and 

recommending  the  use  of  hydriodic  acid  in  some  of  it,  as  above  directed,  should  be  kept 

the  manofKture  of  iodide  of  potassium,  we  in  a  gas-generating  bottle,  ready  for  use. 

have  been  applied  to  by  two  or  three  corrc-  On  pouring  a  few  ounces  of  diluted  sul- 

Bpondents  for  a  description  of  the  best  and  phuric    acid    into    the    bottle,    a    copious 

easiest  method  by  which  this  acid  can  be  evolution  of   sulphuretted  hydrogen  takes 

obtained.       A  correspondent,   who   writes  place,   which  is  to  be    conducted   to   tlic 

from  Birmingham,  seems  to  consider  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  containing  the  iodine 

process  an  intricate  and  difficult  one  ;  but  and  water,  by  means  of  the  bent  tube.     As 

in  this  opinion  we  do  not  coincide,  at  least  the  gas  is  thus  made  to  pass  through  the 

with  reference  to  the  liquid  acid,  which  of  mixture,   the  iodine  should  be  stirred  up 

conne  wonld  be  used  in  the  case  alluded  to.  with  the  glass  rod  from  the  bottom.     Not- 

^le  process  recommended  in  most  chemical  withstanding  this  precaution,   however,   it 

books  consists  in  mixing  iodine  with  water,  ^nll  be  found  difficult  to  keep  the  iodine 

placed  in  any  suitable  vessel,  and  passing  a  diffused  through  the  liquor,  for  the  sulphur, 

stream  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  through  as  it  separates,  forms  a  spongy  mass,   in 

the  liquid,  until  the  whole  of  the  iodine  has  which  the  iodine  becomes  enveloped,  and 

disappeared.      Hie  sulphuretted  hydrogen  shielded  from  the  action  of  the  gas.     This 

(U  S)  on  coming  in  contact  with  the  iodine,  constitutes  a  practical  difficulty,  and  indeed 

k  deoompoaed,  the  hydrogen  quitting  the  the  only  one  which  occurs  in  the  operation, 

flnlphnry  which  is  precipitated,  and  com-  as  it  becomes  necessary  to   continue  the 

binuig  with  the  iodine  to  form  hydriodic  transmission  of  the  gas  for  a  much  longer 

add  (H  I),  which  is  held  in  solution.     On  time  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case. 

hwitJT^g  the  liquid  to  expel  free  sulphuretted  It  is  very  easy  to  obviate  this  difficulty, 

hydrogen,  and  separating  the  sulphur  by  in  making  the  hydriodic  acid  for  the  purpose 

filtntion,    a  colourless    solution    of   pure  we  are  contemplating,  namely,  the  cmploy- 

hydriodic  add  is  obtained.     There  is,  surely,  ment  of  it  in  the  manufacture  of  iodide  of 

notbiiw  complicated  in  this  process ;   it  is  a  potassium.     Instead  of  mixing  the  iodine 

case  oi  simpls  substitution.  with  the  water,  in  which  case  the  greater 

In  condoctuig  the  operation,  there  are  part  of  it  remains  undissolved,   the  four 

two  or  three  practical  points  to  be  attended  drachms  of  iodine  should  be  mixed  with  six 

to,  on  which  the  success  and  facility  with  drachms    of   iodide    of    potassium,    or    a 

whidi  it  is  conducted  will  greatly  depend,  sufficient  quantity  of  the  solution  of  iodide 

The  iodine  should  be  reduced  to  fine  powder,  of  potassium  under  operation,  so  as  to  form 

by  rabUng  it  down  in  a  mortar,  and  in  a  clear  solution.       On    sending   the  sul- 

doingthis  it  will  be  well  to  add  a  small  phuretted  hydrogen  gas  through  this  solution, 

quantity  of  the  water  with  which  it  is  to  be  the  decomposition  is  effected  in  a  very  short 

mixed.      The  iodine  (half  an  ounce)  and  time,  and  without  the  slightest  difficulty,  the 

water  (eight  ounces)  are  now  to  be  placed  acidification  of  the  iodine  being  completed 

in  an  open  vessd,  such  as  a  beaker  glass,  in  about  two  minutes. 

or  a  cylindrical  pint-measure  glass,  and  a  The  completion  of  the  process  is  ascer- 

glsfs  rod  of  snitable  size  provided,  for  the  tained  by  the  entire  discolouration  of  the 
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Uquiai   and  tiiis  being  effected,   the  gas-  wide  fistare.      A  narrow    alfp   was  now 

delivering  tube  is  to  be  removed,  and  the  removed  from  the  edges  of  the  toft  pabte, 

add  being  poured  away  from  the  remaining  and  with  it  the  two  halves  of  the  UTula.    By 

aulphuret  of  iron  contained  in  the  bottle,  this  means  a  continuous  flap  was  obtained, 

the  latter  will  be  for  use  on  a  subsequent  beginning  at  the  roots  of  the  teeth  and 

occasion.      We  now    have  a    solution    of  extending  backwards  to  the  edges  of  the 

hydriodic     acid    mixed     with    iodide    of  velum  pahiti.      Finally,  six  sutures  were 

potassiam  ;    and   this    may    be    used    for  introdnoed,  on  tying  of  wbidi  the  wtide 

neutralising  the  alkalinity  of  the  iodide  of  fissure  was  obliterated.     The  patient  was 

of  potassium  liquor ;   while  any  remaining  directed  to  maintain  the  most  perfccC  mdeC, 

portion,    not    required    for  this    purpose,  and  to  abstain  from  making  the  dii^test 

should  be  saturated  with  potash,  and  then  efforts  to  swallow  even  the  maevs  wUch 

added  to  the  other  liquor.— PAaniMce«f  lea/  collected  in  the  throat,  which  was  to  becaie- 

Joumat.  fully  sponged  out  as  occasion  required. 

The  following  day  he  was  doing  well.    He 

complained  of  some  pain  or  rather  sensatioa 

OPERATIONS  FOR  FISSURE  OF  of  excessive  emptiness  of  the  bowels,  which 

THE  SOFT  AND  HARD  ^^  relieved  by  the  use  of  a  hot  spirituous 

PALATE  fomentation.      On  the  third  day,  a  slig^ 

hacking  cough  commenced,  owing  to  the 

Br  J.  Mason  Warbkn,  M.D.  collection  of  thick  ropy  mucus  in  the  throat 

^^^^  and  air-passages.      The  cough  was  tern- 

, .  ,  _  ,               .     ,  porarily  relieved  by  an  injection  of  a  pint 

The  form ofoperaUon which  I havepractised  ^f  oatmeal  gruel  into  the  rectum;   during 

will  be  best  illustrated  by  the  relation  of  the  f^^  night,  however,  it  again  faicreased  so 

first  case  in  which  it  was  put  into  execution.  „„ch  as  to  tear  away  the  upper  and  lover 

The  patient  was  a  young  man,  25  years  ligatures.     I  now  allowed  him  to  take  liquid 

old,  with  a  congenital  fissure  of  the  soft  and  nourishment,  which  at    once   quieted  the 

hard  palate,  the  bones  being  separated  quite  irritation  in  the  throat.     The  other  §on 

up  to  the  alveolar  processes,  with  a  deviation  Ugatures  were  removed    on  the  fbDowfaig 

to  the  left  Bide.     On  looking  mto  the  mouth,  jjays ;  the  hist  being  left  unta  the  sixth  after 

the  whole  posterior  fiiuces  were  exposed,  jjjg  operation.    This  patient  returned  homs 

with  the  openings  of  the  eustachian  tubes  and  i^^  the  country  at  the  end  of  thne  wedu, 

the  bottom  of  the  nasal  cavity  of  the  left  a  firm  fleshy  pahite  being  formed  behind, 

side  distinctly  visible.     The  speech  of  the  and  half   the  fissure  in  the  bony  palsts 

patient  was  rendered  so  indistmct  by  this  obliterated. 

misfortune,  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  i^  the  following  spring  I  sgain  operated 

difllculty  that  he  could  make  himself  under-  ^  the  remaining  fissuie  in  tha^hard  nalale, 

stood.     Deglutition  had  always  been  imper-  g^^  luooeeded  in  closing  about  half  the  ex- 

fectly  performed,  Uquida,  particularly,  bemg  tent  of  ft ;  the  tissues  yielding  with  tone 

swallowed  with  much  difficulty,  and  often  difficulty,  owing  to  the  inflammation  caused 

r^;urgitated  through  the  nose.     At  the  first  \jy  the  former  operation.    The  small  apertnn 

glanc*  the  soft  parte  were  scarcely  percepti-  ^^ich  remained  I  directed  to  be  dosed  by  a 

ble,  being  ahnost  concealed  fai  the  sides  of  go^  pjate.     His  speech  was  very  mndi  fan- 

the  throat  from  the  action  of  the  musdes.  proved  at  once,  as  well  as  die  powers  of 

On  being  seixed  by  a  forceps  they  could  be  deglutition,  and  he  wiU  no  doubt,  ultimately, 

partiaUy  drawn  out,  though  with  great  resis-  as  the  soft  parte  become  more  flexible,  to  a 

tance.     So  far  as  any  of  the  old  methods  g^at  degree  recsover  the  natund  mtonatfoos 

were  lippUoable  to  the  reuef  of  this  extensive  ^f  the  vdce. 

fissure,  the  paHent  was  beyond  surgical  aid.  ginee  performing  this  operation,  I  have 

I  determined,  however,  to  put  in  prac^  had  occasion  to  repeat  it  in  thirteen  diieivnt 

the  operation  which  had  before  appeared  to  oases,    which   with    one    exoeptioa    have 

me  practicable.  terminated  suocessftdW,  either  hi  the  dosain 

The  patient  was  pUoed  m  a  strong  bght,  of  the  whde  fissuw,  orof  both  hard  and  soft 

his  mou^  ^ddy  opened,  and  the  head  weU  paUito,  or  so  frir  that  the  apertwe  whidi 


•  • OVUIv  VI     MHSW  SiHIHfT     UQtC    UVCU     CAvwOUHHEIV 

covenng  the  hard  pahite,  pursmng  the  dls-  inteiwting.-2V««;JSjiyfaiiilQ«ir/er^/siir- 

eeotion  qmte  back  to  the  root  of  the  alveohur  ^i  ^  Medidm  tmd  Smrf^ry ;  and  JMiin 

processes.    By  this  process,  which  was  not  /^umal, 

efiWcted  without  considerable  difficulty,  the  '  

membrane  semed  gradually  to  unfold  itsdf,  *""" 

and  could  be  easily  drawn  across  the  very 
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A  CAUTION  RESPECTING  action  of  light  and  air  occasions  the  Ubcration 

NITRIC  ACID.  of  oxygen,  and  the  conseqiient  conversion  of 

_  '  ft  further  portion  of  nitric  into  nitrons  add. 

""^  According  to  M.  MiUon  this  is  the  case, 

Wb  not  nnfreqnently  see  prescriptions  in  more  or  less,  with  commercial  nitric  acid  of 

which  five  or  six  minims  or  nitric  acid  are  all  densities,  but  more  particularly  when 

ordered  for  a  dose,  diffused  in  an  ounce  or  highly    concentrated ;     consequently,    the 

an  ounoe  and  a  half  of  fluid.    This  is  a  strong  Addum  Nitricum  P.L.  is  not  a  convenient 

dose  when  die  add  it  of  sp.  gr.  1.4,  as  was  preparation  for  general  use,  and  should  be 

the  case  with  die  add  generally  used  until  kept  in  the  daik,  and  not  unnecessarily  ex- 

lately.    Bat  since  the  publication  of  the  re-  posed  to  the  action  of  the  air  by  the  fr^uent 

marics  of  Mr.  Phillips  on    the   subject,  removal  of  the  stopper. — Pharmaeeuiicai 

which  drew  attention  to  the  fiict  that  the  Journal. 

add  ordered  In  tiie  Fharmacopseia  it  of  sp.  ^ —__—____«_— 

gr.  1.504,  tlie  manufocturers  have  supplied  «,  ,,,^  fytr apt  op  <!Wktsia 

the  artiele  according  to  the  correct  standard ;  *^I-UID  EXTRACT  OF  SENNA. 

and   die   dfvamstance   not   having   been  ^7  Pbofbssoii  Cubistison. 

■oiBeienfly  nude  known  m  the  medical  pro*  — 

Mod,   DatSeata  have  somc^ea  suffered  TABBfifteenpoundsavoirdupoisofTinnevelly 

from  dielneraveniflnttof  takfaigadoseoon.  genua,  and  exhaust  U  with  boiling  water  by 

tIdOTably  stronger  tiian  was  Intmded.    In  dispUoement:   about  four  times  ite  wdght 

snch  oifli  we  «modve  it  to  be  die  duty  of  of  water   is  suffident.      Concentrate  the 

ttie  phtfraaemtinl  ehemist  to  impart  that  infarion  in  vacuo  to  ten  pounds ;   dissolve 

mfonnattoa  to  die  prwcnber  which  shall  ^  the  product  six  pounds  of  treade  pre- 

eniUe  Urn  to  regulate  Uic  dose  aooordmgly.  viously  concentrated  over  the  vapour-badi. 

The  marimum  dose  of  acidum  nitricum  tiU  a  Uttle  of  it  becomes  nearly  dry  on 

dflntum  is  ftaW  in  die  Pharmacopoeia  to  be  cooling;   add  twenty-four  fluid  ounces  of 

forty  minhna  (equal  to  four  minims  of  die  rectified  spirit  (dens.  .835)  ;  and,  if  neoes- 

•trong  aeid) ;  and  we  hav^  no  hentation  in  gary,  add  water  to  make  fifteen  (16  oz.) 

statmg  diat  tfaia  quantity  is  quite  sufficient,  pints— the  object  bemg  diat  die  preparation 

tmlett  hrptfydUuted,  to  act  ugunously  on  shaU  be  of  such  strengtii  djat  every  fluid 

the  cnamd  of  die  teeth.    On  reference  to  ounce  shall  correspond  to  one  avoirdupoia 

tome  odier  andM)nties,  we  see  die  dose  of  ounce  of  senna.     Mr.  Duncan,  of  Edin- 

ati««niUie  add  staled  as  «  from  five  to  ten  burgh,  generaUy  makes  eighty  pounds  of 

Bdnbnt  i     and  on  this  account  might  have  genua  into  diis  extract  in  one  operation. 

fttt  B  d^oacy  in  animadverting  on    die  The  numbers  given  are  diose  by  which  he 

MilijeeC,  If  we  had  not  repeatedly   heard  worked  in  die  first  instance.    The  dose  is 

aerkma    oomplahits    from    patients.       An  two  drachms  for  an  adult;    it  very  rarely 

ioftaioelatdy  occurred  in  which  sU  minims  causes  griping.      It    tastes  precisely    Uke 

wm  takn  in  an  ounce  of  fluid,  diree  times  treacle,  and  the  absence  of  disagreeable  taste 

B  day.     In  the  course  of  two  or  three  days  is  owing  to  die  fiict  that  pure  senna  has  but 

dM  teedi  were  found  to  be  seriously  injured,  a  feeble  mawkish  taste,  which  treacle  easily 

to  die   great   annoyance   of  the    medical  covers.— PharmaeeuHealJoumal. 
BtfeendBBi,  who  was  not  aware  that  he  had 
ordered  more  than  might  be  taken  with  per- 
fect tafiety.    In  all  cases  in  which  it  is         ON  ROARING  IN  TtiE  HORSE. 

deairable  to  administer  large  doses  of  this  

powerful  add,  care  diould  l^  taken  to  dilute 

u  tniBdeody,  and  the   patient  should  be  I  find  in  my  own  practice,  says  Mr.  Webb, 

directed  to  rinse  the  moudi  with  water,  or  a  and  in  that  of  others,  so  few  cases  of  roaring 

tfdntioa  of  oarbonate  of  potash,  immediately  successfully  treated  that,  perhaps,  it  will  not 

after   having    taken    each     dose.       These  be  deemed  presumption  on  my  part  if  I  send 

pracantioiMi  should  never  be  neglected,  by  the  account  of  one  in  which  I  have  been 

tiMMe  who  connder  the  preservation  of   a  fortunate. 

gaod  tit  of  teeth  of  any  importance.  The  patient,  a   thorough-bred  chestnut 

We  may  also  observe,   that  the  strong  stallion,  was  considered  to  be  entirely  useless, 

■itric  add  should  never  be  used  in  dispensing  on  account  of  his  bdng  a  confirmed  roarer. 

in.  tBiall  qvantitiet,  as  it  is  impossible  to  The  sound  was  occasionally  so  loud  that  his 

wmMHn B  jaw  mifiima  with  SO  much  accuracy  master  was  ashamed  to  be  seen  driving  him, 

it  B  pflopoftiODBte  quantity  of  the  diluted  and  requested  me  to  do  what  I  could  with 

add*  him. 

Nitric  add  of  tp.  gr.  1.504,  always  con-        Upon  careful  examination  of  him,  the 

tdnt  B  ooQtlderable  portion  of  nitrous  add,  seat  of  disease  seemed  to  be  confined  to  the 

wlMi  ghrea  It  a  pale  ydlow  cobur.    The  larynx.    The  treatment  which  I  adopted  waa 
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to  have  the  compound  iodine  ointment  well 
rubbed  into  the  throttle  during  three  months. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  roaring  has 
entirely  ceased.  He  is  used  in  harness,  and 
to  ride  ;  and  not  the  least  noise  can  be 
heard. — Veterinarian, 


NEW  HERNIA  KNIFE. 


Dr.  T.  Cambell  Stewart  has  described  in 
a  late  number  of  the  "  American  Journal," 
a  new  form  of  knife  for  the  purpose  of  di- 
viding the  stricture  in  cases  of  strangulated 
hernia,  and  said  not  to  be  open  to  the  sources 
of  danger  attending  upon  the  employment 
of  the  instruments  commonly  in  use;  he 
particularly  advocates  its  use  in  cases  of 
inguinal  and  crural  hernia.  The  knife  con- 
sists of  a  small  convex  blade  concealed  in  a 
hollow  canula,  presenting  at  half  an  inch 
from  its  extremity  a  notch  of  about  two 
lines  in  lengtii,  and  one  line  deep,  for 
receiving  the  membranes  which  constitute 
the  structure ;  the  opening  is  closed  at  the 
top  by  a  steel  blade,  presenting  at  one  end 
a  small  shoulder,  and  at  the  other  a  wire 
spring  concealed  in  the  handle.  The  knife, 
small  and  convex,  is  strengthened  by  a 
shoulder  on  either  side,  projecting  a  little 
higher  than  itself,  and  protecting  its  edge 
from  contact  with  the  canula. 

The  instrument  is  directed  to  be  used  in 
the  following  manner : — 

So  soon  as  the  sac  constituting  the  hernia 
shall  have  been  laid  bare  and  opened,  the 
canula  containing  the  knife  is  to  be  intro- 
duced flat,  between  the  intestine  and  the 
stricture ;  so  soon  as  it  has  entered,  the  in- 
strument is  turned,  so  as  to  bring  its  upper 
surface  in  contact  with  the  part  to  be  divided, 
and  then  pushing  gently  and  cautiously  on- 
wards: after  penetrating  a  short  distance, 
its  further  progress  is  arrested  by  a  small 
shoulder,  the  blade  of  which,  however,  being 
terminated  by  the  sprirg,  yields  to  continued 
pressure  so  far,  and  so  far  only,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  admit  the  constricting  mem- 
branes. These  being  now  engaged  in  the 
excavation,  the  knife  is  made  to  move  for- 
wards and  backwards  by  pushing  and  with- 
drawing a  button  placed  beneath  the  handle, 
with  the  index  finger  of  tlie  right  hand,  so 
as  to  incise  as  much  of  the  membranes  as 
may  be  thought  necessary  to  permit  the 
reduction  of  the  hernia.  The  structure  may 
be  thus  divided,  above,  below,  or  on  cither 
side  of  the  intestine. 

SCENES  ON  THE  NIGER. 


only  living  things  appearing  on  it.  A  short 
way  above  this  a  human  body  was  seen 
floating  downwards  with  the  stream  ;  on 
coming  near  to  it,  we  found  the  face  down- 
ward, the  nates  and  abdomen  distended,  the 
viscera  of  the  latter  protruding ;  the  bands 
and  feet  seemed  bUmched ;  tibe  back  ap- 
peared as  if  it  had  been  scordied.  A  band 
ornamented  with  beada  crossed  the  loist, 
and  a  cincture  round  the  head  was  similarly 
adorned.  At  twelve,  the  Albert  entered  a 
passage  between  the  left  bank  and  a  group 
of  islands  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  Ilni 
delightful  passage  was  aboat  four  or  five  milet 
long,  and  varied  in  breadth  from  fifty  to 
sixty  yards,  and  its  banks  were  richly 
clothed.  The  stately  bombax  fi^m  its  enor- 
mous trunk  rear^  its  wide-spreading 
branches  in  the  midst  of  caasiae,  and  other 
shrabs  and  trees  of  endless  variety  of  tiot 
and  shade.  The  amount  of  coltivatioii  of 
yams,  bananas,  and  plantains,  indicated  more 
extensive  habitation  than  we  had  yet  seen, 
with  the  exception  of  Aboh. — Dr.  Mac- 
William' 9  Medical  Hisiorjf  of  the  Expedi^ 
Hon  to  the  Niger, 

TREATMENT  OF 
HEMICRANIA  &  TIC  DOULOUREUX 

BY  CAUTERIZING  THS  PALATE. 

By  M.  DucRos,  of  Marseilles. 


In  the  most  intense  hemicrania,  and  in  Uie 
most  obstinate  He  douloureux,  whether 
fronto- facial  or  temporo-fiicial,  the  pain  dis- 
appears instantaneously  on  the  appUcatioii 
of  ammonia  at  25®*,  to  the  palatine  ardi,  by 
means  of  a  [camel's-hair]  brush  ;  the  brush 
being  allowed  to  remain  on  the  part,  till  a 
copious  flow  of  tears  has  been  excited.  I 
have  tried  this  for  the  last  three  months  in 
a  very  great  number  of  cases,  and  the  pain 
has  always  ceased.  If  the  pain  returns,  a 
fresh  application  again  produces  a  cessa- 
tion of  the  neuralgia. — Gazette  Mcdieale, 
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OF  THE  CASES  OF  DISEASES  TREATED  AT 
THE  INFIRMARY  OF  THE  PARISH  OF  ST. 
MARYLEBONE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1841. 


We  were  soon  at  Bullock's  island,  and  about 
nine  we  reached  its  upper  extremity.  The 
island  seemed  to  be  swamped  throughout. 
An  egret  and  a  few  other  birds  were  the 


The  chief  object  held  in  view  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  following  tables  has 
been  to  show  the  influence  of  age,  of  sex, 
and  of  season,  upon  disease,  as  occurring 
amongst  the  pauper  population  of  this 
section  of  the  metropolis,  during  one  year. 

The  first  table  includes  the  total  number 
of  the  cases  treated,  with  the  exception  of 

*  j.  <r.  A  solution  of  ammonia,  showing  25**  on 
Ilaume's  hydrometer,  *=»  a  specinc  gravity  of  *906. 
The  Liquor  Ammoniae  fort,  of  the  London  Col- 
lege is  of  the  sp.  gr.  '882.— TVon^to/or'*  Note. 
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aboat  900  y  of  such  a  nature  as  would  only  Diseases  of  the  nervous  system  have  fallen 
be  admitted  to  the  infirmary  of  a  workhouse,  most  licavily  on  females,  which  may  be  ac- 
or  establishment  similarly  constituted.  This  counted  for,  from  hysteria  having  been  ex- 
table  contains  also  the  age,  the  sex,  and  the  clusivelyeonfinedto  them,  and  also  the  greater 
results  of  disease,  at  the  four  periods  of  life,  frequency  of  jusanity  among  them  in  this 

The  second  table  shows  in  a  more  con-  house.     The  rate  of  mortality,  however,  is 

densed    form,     the     prevalence,    and    the  nearly  equal  in  both  sexes,  from  the  more 

mortality,  of  each  class  of  disease,  according  frequent  occurrence  of  apoplexy  and  delirium 

to  sex,  and  the  period  of  life.  tremens  in  males. 

Tlie  third  table  comprises  the  whole  of  Diseases  of  the  locomotive  organs  and 

the  cases  contained  in  the  preceding,  and  cellular  tissue,  are,  as  might  have  been  ex- 

the    rate    of    mortality,    at    the    different  pectcd,  more  frequent  in  males  than  females. 

quarters  of  the  year.  Fever  seems  to  affect  both  sexes  almost 

The    fourth    table     contains    the    gross  indifferently ;  but  in  those  of  an  eruptive 

number  of  patients  admitted  into  the  lying-  kind,  the  mortality  has  been  greatest  in  the 

in  ward   and  into   the  infirmary   in   each  female,  and  chiefly  confined  to  the  first  period 

quarter ;   the  average  number  under  treat-  of  life.       So   much   for    the    comparative 

ment  and  average  duration  of  their  residence  frequency  of  different  diseases,  and  the  mor- 

in    the  houae ;    distinguishing   them    iuto  tality  in  both  sexes. 

inedical  and  surgical.  An  analysis  of  the  second  table  shows  us 

An  abstract  of  the  expenditure  of  the  that  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs  chiefly 

establishment  has    been    added,    with   the  prevail  between  twenty  and  forty-flve  years 

average  number  of  patients  of  all  classes  in-  of  age,  the  mortality  being  greater  as  life 

door  and  out.  advances. 

In  the  first  table  it  may  be  observed,  that  In  the  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs 

the  females  far  outnumber  the  male.     This  the  prevalence  was  greatest  alter  45,  but  the 

fiict  has  been  remarked  in  former  years  ;   as  mortality  was  enormous  in  infancy.     This 

also  that  the  mortality  among  the  females  is  fact  is  so  striking,  that,  if  returns  from  other 

inferior  to  that  of  the  former,  being  1  in  G,  institutions  correspond  with  the  present,  it 

the  latter  1  in  5.3.  will  call  loudly  for  the  necessity  of  cxclud- 

When  we  look  at  the  different  classes  of  ing  young  children  from  crowded  establish- 

disease,   singular  foots  are  presented  ;     in  ments  in  large  towns. 

those  of  the  digestive  organs,  there  is  a  pre-  Diseases  of  the  vascular  system  prevailed 

ponderance  of   one-third   on    the   part  of  most  in  adult  and  advanced  life,  and  were 

females.  This  disproportion  depended  mednly  most  fatal  at  the  latter  period. 

on  the  more  frequent  occurrence  of  inflam-  Diseases  of  the  nervous  system  were  most 

matory  affections  of  those  organs  in  the  numerous  between  twenty  and  forty-five,  but 

female  than  the  male,  the  number  and  the  the  greatest  mortality  occurred  after  that 

mortality  of  those  affeections  being  more  period. 

than  twice  greater  in  the  former  than  the  There  were  but  few  cases  of  disease  in  the 

latter.      The    tendency  to    diarrhoea   was  locomotive  organs  and  cellular  tissue,  until 

nearly  equal  in  both  classes,  but  the  mor-  after  tlie  first  period  of  life,  when  they  be- 

tality  was  greatest  in  the  males.  came  pretty  equally  distributed  over  the  three 

In  the  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  last  periods. 

the  numbers  were  nearly  alike  in  both  sexes,  Tlie  peculiarities  respecting  fevers  have 

tmt  the  mortality  was  greatest  among  males,  already  been  pointed  out. 

being  about  43^  per  cent.,  and  in  females  The  effects  of  season  upon  particular  dis- 

37  per  cent.     The  present  tables  confirm  eases,  as  is  shown  in  the  third  table,  are  very 

the  incorrectness  of   that    opinion    which  remarkable.  Those  ofthe  digestive  organs  are 

assigns  a  greater  mortality  from  pulmonary  most  numerous,  but  least  futul,  during  the 

eonsumption  to  women  than  to  men.  summer  months.     Those  of  the  respiratory 

Dropsy     was     most     frequent    amongst  organs  most  frequent  in  winter. 

females.  Diseases  of  the  vascular  system  were  most 

The  diseases  of  the  vascular  system  fell  numerous  in  the  first  (juartcr  ;  the  mortality 

more  heavily  on  the  females  than  the  males,  was  greatest  in  the  first  and  last  quarters  ; 

To  some  extent  this  is  owing  to  derangement  sy[)hilitic  cases  were  most  numerous  in  the 

in  menstruation ;  and  so  far  as  concerns  the  last  quarter.     This   may   partly   be  owing 

heart,  the  preponderance  is  owing  to  affections  to   the  inclemency  of  the  weather  forcing 

of  that  organ  being  less  frequently  com-  a  greater  number  to  seek  an  asylum  at  that 

plicated    with  disease  of    the    respiratory  season. 

oigans  in  woman  than  in  man.  Common  fever  was  most  frequent  and  fa- 
Nothing  particular  is  to  be  remarked  of  til  during  the  first  (quarter,  and  least  so  in 
<iiiffqiffffff  of  the  genito-urinary  organs.    Vene-  the  last  quarter. — Edin,  Med.  and  Surgical 
real  cases,  however,  have  been  much  more  Journal. 
numerous  among  females  than  males.                                              
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STRICTURE  OF  THE  RECTUM.  WOUND  OP  THE  AORTA  AND 

PERICARDIUM. 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  The  taUkmbig  ease  is  intemtiiig  In  a  nedico- 

gi]i^  l^gal  point  of  Tiew  :— -A   Spaniali  reftigee 

Your  last  number  contains  a  letter  from  a  way  atrack  by  one  of  hia  compamom  with  a 

correspondent  in  relation  to  stricture  of  the  ™e  m  the  back.    The  blaac  broke  at  a 

rectum,  which  letter  you,  judiciously  con-  ^^  distance  from  the  skm.    The  patteot 

suiting  the  reputation  of  iU  author,  ha?e  walked  to  the  Ijosj^tal,  where  bo  died  twe 

imparted  to  your  readers  anonymously.  hours  after.    At  the  poet-moriem  ezamma- 

I  do  not  address  you  for  the  purpose  of  tion,  itjrosfeund  that  the  knife  had  nenc. 

supporting  or  protecting  the  professional  trated  between  the  semith  and  eighth  donal 

character  of  the  individual  who  U  stated  to  »P*ne«,  ^t  it  had  cut  or  broken  a  poitioa 

have  committ^  the  unfortunately  fatal  error,  of  one  of  these  procCTses,  crossed  obUaosly 

although  I  take  pleasure  in  asserting,  that  ™  ▼ertebral  canrf,  traveraed  t^  body  of 

having  known  him  almost  from  his  infiuicy,  thejertebra  from  betow,  and  a  little  to  the 

I  may,  without  fear  of  contradicUon,  affirm  "«*»*  side  of  thecentrc,  and  then  wounded 

that  the  profession  does  not  contam  a  man  *°®  ■**'^  ^^^  **•  "^'    ^^  pcricardmm 

of  better  education,  more  sterling  integrity,  7»«  divided  to  the  extent  of  five  naillimeties ; 

or  general  practical  information.  **  contamed  three  grammes  of  blood.    Tlie 

Your  correspondent  writes,  in    allusion  Pj??*'  .^Z**  ™^^  ,?P*?f"^  the  kit,  wwe 

to  the  existence  of  stricture  of  the  rectum,  "H^,  '^  ,  *  considerable  quantity.    The 

"  Now,  it  would  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  «pmal  cord  was  notaifectd.— BkII.  de  T%er,, 

know  the  opinion  of  your  great  London  J«nel842;  tuADublmJintm^dqfMeaieei 

surgeons  on  this  point.     If  there  b  such  a     "^^^^^e. 

disease,  some  of  them  must  have  met  with  it  .  m  * «»  «  ^«  ««r^.«%».  a  *  -Miru.  —^^^  -»«. 

in  their  exteiuiTe  practice,  and  it  murt  have  -^  ^ADLE  OF  MORTALITT  FOR  TBB 

been  often  seen  in  the  dead-rooms  of  the  METROPOLIS, 

different  hospitals.    The  rectum  was  greatly  shewing  the  number  of   deaths  f^Hn  aD 

patronised  m  this  city  some  years  ago.  and  ^^  registered  in    the    week    endhig 

It  IS  stul  a  favounte  with  one  or  two  sur-  Saturday   Sept  2   1843                         ^ 

geons,  who  doubtless  find  it  a  fruitful  source  g_^j,  p                '    ' 

of  income."    Being  a  London  surgeon,  but  Measles^*  !!. .!!..!!!. !!!!!!!!!'.!I.'i*i*'!l    i 

without  the  wish  or  intention  of  assuming  Scarlatina  !.'....'..*!!!!!!!!!!!'!!!I!!!!!i!"    an 

to  myselfthe  term  "great,"  I  would  answer    Hooping  Cough  M 

his  inquiries  so  far  only  as  may  be  requisite    SSSSh.. ..!,!!.!. *.'.l..!!!!!!*.!'.l a 

for  the  furtherance  of  science,  and  the  ame-  DiarrhoBa"!*.!!!'.!!!!!!!!!!!l!l!!!!i!i!!""!    O 

lioration  of  human  suffering,  by  assuring  the    Dvsentery  IC 

profession  that  simple  stricture  of  the  rectum    JnSjj^;;;;;;.*';';; ? 

does  exist,  and    is    commonly    met   with  Afnie-.... '.*'.*.'.'*'.'.* .*.*.*.' .**.'.* .*.'.'.* .'.'.'.*.*,* .\'.*.'JJ     t 

among  the  poor, — a  fact  of  which  your  cor-    Remittent  Fever .*..'..*!.*.*.'.'.*!!!.*.'!!!     0 

respondent  may  be  convinced  by  investigating    JjPjSJiji S 

the  practice  of  this  charity,  which  is  open  Syphiu^  ...!.!!*.!!'.!!!!!!!!!!I!!!!!'""'**     i 

gratuitously  to  the  medical  public,  while  in  J^drophobia .'..!'.'..!.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"!!!  1 1 !     a 

the  museum  thereto  attached  are  many  pre-  5f«€««e8  of  the  Brafai,  Nerves,  and  Senses ..  147 

parations    of   the  disease,   varying   Ui    its  ^'^S^*Xo?^  ^.'^/'.^•' ^^"'«^  ^ -I, 

position  from   the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  Disottsesof  the  Heart  udBioodlvesaeia'.!'.!    S$ 

colon  to  the  anal  extremity  of  the  rectum.  Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

T  „  '    _;-  Orjfans  of  Digestion    18 

V         ui,?    1      '      .  Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c » 

Your  obedient  servant.  Childbed ;;]    40 

Frrosrick  Salmon.  Paramenia. .'.''.*.*"'.'.".*.*     i 

12,  Old  Broad  Street,  Sept.  13, 1843.  Du^of  ut?%s;&c;\::;;::::::;::::::;;  i 

■  — ■ — -     Arthritis 0 

MEDICAL  ATTENDANCE  ON  Kheumatism \     j 

«,»»«    «^^«  IMseaaea  of  JomU,  &c A 

THE   POOR.  Carbuncle o 

The  Poor- Law  CommisHonershavesignificd     uiiccfT."."'.  .  '.'. 1 

their  intention  of  hereafter  admitting  those  Fistula ".!!!'.!'.!!!!!'.!'. *. ! '. \ ! ', *. ' *. *. ! \'.\'. *..' ' .* .*     o 

gentlemen  who  hold  a  Scotch  or  Irish  diploma  Dropsy,    Cancer,  and  other   Diseases   of 

in  surgery    to  the  «m,e  righta  under  the    O^'^^^^iiii^j:::::::::. 'S 

roor-LAW  Amendment  Act,  as  members  of  Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lutcmms 

the  College  of  Surgeons  hi  London.    For    ^'»"**  •: » 

this  purpose  they  are  to  make  the  necessary    C«»^  "o*  specified  ^. 

alterations  m  theur  order  of  the  12th  of    Deaths  ftrom  an  Causes gog 

March,  1842.   •  Wilson  k  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Striit,  London 
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FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  22,  1843. 


LECTURES  the  pulse  stUI  80 ;  and  the  general  functions 

ON  THB  •  but  little  deranged.      19th.  The  pain  had 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE    OF  diminished,  but  the  swelling  had  gre^^^^ 

creased,  and  extended  to  the  leg  and  foot, 

MIDWIFERY,  which  were  both  Tery  tense,  and  did  not  pit 

Deliveredim  the  ThetUre  of  St.  George's  ^Pon  pressure ;  there  was  no  discolouration 

Hotpital  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  »    ^c  P'^'^  o^  ^6  ^^b  was  re- 

Bt  Rombt  L...  M.D.  F.R.S.  ^J±  ^^  P''r'|.  "  '».*  ''.**V^  '"°^«"'? 
*_  flexion.      21st.  The  pain  in  the  groin  had 

T  v««i*YTii »  Y  T  1 V  abated,  and  the  swelling  appeared  to  decrease. 

iiECTUBE  Ai.i  V .  24th.  Pain  of  the  limb  aggravated  particularly 

Oil  the  Onffin,  Symptome,  and  Treatment  on  moving  it ;  pulse  more  accelerated ;  skin 

'  of  Crural  Phlebitie,  hot  and  moist ;   she  was  extremely  irritable 

No    nneqaivocal    example    of    phlegmasia  and  desponding.      25th  (the  fifteenth  day 

dolens  wu  recorded  in  the  medical  literature  after  delivery),  when  I  first  saw  her,  the 

of  this  oonntry,  where  the  actual  condition  whole  extremity  was  much  swollen,  the  in- 

of  the  aflRseted  parts  was  ascertained  by  dis-  tumescence  being  greatest  in  the  ham  and 

flection,  from  the  year  1823  to  1829,  when  calf  of  the  leg.     Ilie  integuments  wore  a 

the  history  of  the  following  case  was  pub-  uniform  smooth  shining  appearance,  having 

Ushed  in  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the  Medico-  a  cream-like  colour,  and  every  where  pitting 

Chimrgical  T^nsactions.     Several  eminent  on  pressure,  but  more  readily  in  some  situa- 

phyiidans  and  surgeons  examined  the  patient  tions  than  in  others ;  the  temperature  to  the 

daring  the  progress  of  the  affection,  who  was  touch  did  not  differ  from  that  of  the  other 

under  tiie  care  of  Dr.   Nathaniel   Grant,  limb,  though  she  complained  of  a  disagreea- 

Thayer  Street,  and  none  of  them  expressed  a  ble  sensation  of  heat  throughout  its  whole 

doobt  as  to  the  disease  being  genuine  phleg-  extent,  and  much  pain  was  experienced  in 

raaaia  dolent.      The  hard  painful  femoral  the  upper  and  inner  part  of  the  thigh  on 

▼em  fai  die  groin  was  supposed  by  some  to  moving  it.      Immediately  below  Poupart's 

be  an  inflamed  absorbent  vessel,  but  the  dis-  ligament,  in  the  situation  of  the  femoral  vein, 

aectiott  proved  this  opinion  to  be  incorrect.  a  thick  bard  cord,  about  the  size  of  the  little 

I.  Mn.  Jones,  set.  31 ;  delivered  on  March  finger,  was  distinctly  felt.     This  cord,  which 

lOy  1827.     On  the  14th  she  began  to  ex-  rolled  under  the  fingers,  and  was  exquisitely 

perienoe  a  sense  of  pain  in  the  left  groin  and  sensible  when  pressed,  could  be  distinctly 

calf  of  die  leg,  with  numbness  in  the  whole  traced  three  or  four  inches  down  the  thigh 

left  infisrior  extremity,  but  nothing  unusual  in  the  course  of  the  femoral  vessels,  and  great 

was  perceived  in  the  appearance  of  the  limb,  pain  was  experienced  on  pressure  as  low 

except  a  slight  tumefaction  of  the  inguinal  down  as  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  in  the  same 

glands,  where  pressure  occssioned  great  un-  direction.     The  pulsations  of  the  femoral 

naiiufsi      She  had  rigors ;   the  tongue  was  artery  were  felt  in  the  usual  situation  below 

ferred,  and  there  was  much  thirst ;   bowels  Poupart's  ligament :  pressure  over  this  vessel 

open ;  pulse  80 ;  the  flow  of  milk  and  lochia  excited  little  or  no  uneasiness.     Puluc  90, 

natoriL     16th  (the  sixth  day  after  parturi-  and  sharp  ;    tongue   much  furred  ;    thirst 

tion),   the  pain  of  the  left  thigh  and  leg  urgent ;    bowels  confined  ;    the  lochia  had 

oontinnedwithincreased  severity,  particularly  nearly  disapi>eared  ;  leeches  were  applied  to 

flrom  the  groin  to  the  knee,  along  the  inner  the  left  groin  and  upper  and  inner  part  of 

of  the  limb,  where  a  swelling  of  a  the   thigh ;    these   were   foilovv'ed  by   cold 

white  ^pearanoe  was  observed ;  evaporating  lotions  to  the  affected  parts,  and 

S25.^xxxii.  '^^ 
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mild  cathartics  and  anodynes  were  adminis-  tures  evidently  showed  that  the  whole  wt» 
tared  internally.  30th.  The  acute  pain  on  the  result  of  inflammation,  which  had  oc- 
pressure  and  motion  of  the  limh  had  suh-  carred  at  a  remote  period.  An  accurate 
sided,  and  the  extremity  was  universally  coloured  drawing  of  the  appearances  wis 
(edematous.  For  two  months  after  this  made  immediately  after  the  removal  of  the 
period  the  limb  remained  so  feeble  as  to  dis-  vessels  from  the  body,  which  I  shall  now 
able  her  from  walking,  and  continued  larger  hand  round,  with  the  preparation  of  the 
than  the  other.  Eleven  months  after  the  morbid  parts,  and  which  I  entreat  you  to 
attack  the  general  health  of  the  patient  was  examine  rigorously  At  the  period  when  this 
completely  restored,  and  she  again  became  occurred  I  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  the 
pregnant.  Because  she  recovered  perfectly  important  pathological  fact,  that  the  inflam- 
from  the  attack  of  phlegmasia  dolens,  I  was  mation  of  the  iliac  and  fleqiorBl  veins  io 
not  unfrequently  afterwards  reminded  by  one  plegmasia  dolens  commences  in  the  uterus, 
of  the  physicians  who  had  seen  her  of  the  and  I  could  obtain  no  satisfactory  explana- 
mistake  he  believed  I  had  committed  in  sup-  tion  of  the  cause  why  the  disease  ^d  not  De- 
posing that  the  hard  painful  cord  in  the  cur  during  pregnancy,  which  it  must  have 
groin  was  the  inflamed  femoral  vein,  and  done  had  it  been  owing  to  pressure  of  the 
not  an  inflamed  absorbent.  On  the  5th  of  gravid  uterus  on  the  vessels  :  and  why 
November,  1828,  she  was  delivered  of  a  a  certain  prriod  should  always  elapse  after 
still -bom  child,  and  died  soon  after  from  delivery    before    the    disease    commences. 


uterine  htemorrhage.       On   dissection   tlie  Neither  in  this  nor  in  the  following 
whole  of  the  left  inferior  extremity  was  con-  which  has  also  been  recorded  in  the  fifteenth 
siderably  larger  than  the  right,  but  no  serous  volume  of  the  Medico-Chlrurgical  Transac- 
fluid  escaped  from  the  incisions  made  through  tions,  were  the  internal  iliac  vans  eiaminwi 
the  integuments,  beneath  which  a  thick  layer  with  a  view  to  discover  the  commencemeDt 
of  peculiarly  dense  granular  adipose  matter  of  the  disease  in  the  uterus,  because  at  this 
was  observed.     The  common  and  internal  time  no  suspicion  existed  that  it  originated  in 
iliac  and  femoral  veins  and  arteries,  inclosed  the  uterine  veins,  and  that  crural  was  the 
in  their  sheath,  were  removed  from  the  body  result  of  uterine  phlebitis, 
for  examination.     The  common  iliac,  with  II.  Mrs.  Edwards,  st.  35,  No.  54,  King 
its  subdivisions,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  Street.     16th  of  April,  1829,  was  deliverrd 
femoral  veins,  so  resembled  a  ligamentous  of  her  second  child,  three  weeks  ago,  alter  a 
cord,  that  on  opening  the  sheath,  the  vessel  natural  labour,  and  on  the  9th  inst.  was  at- 
was  not,  until  dissected  out,  distinguishable  tacked  suddenly  with  a  pain  in  the  calf  of 
from  the  cellular  substance  surrounding  it.  the  right  leg,  and  loss  of  power  in  the  whcde 
On  laying  open  the  middle  portion  of  the  right  inferior  extremity.      On  the  13th,  s 
vein,  a  firm  thin  layer  of  ash-coloured  lymph  considerable  swelling,  vrithout  discolonratioo, 
was  found  in  some  places  adhering  close  to  had  taken  place  from  the  ham  to  the  foot, 
and  uniting  its  sides,  and  in  others  clogging  and  great  tenderness  was  experienced  along 
it  up,  but  not  distending  it.     On  tracing  the  inner  surface  of  the  thigh  to  the  groin, 
upwards  the  obliterated  vein,  that  portion  The   extremity  is  now  universally  swoUen, 
which  lies  above  Poupart's  ligament  was  ob-  painful,  and  deprived  of  all  power  of  motioo. 
served  to  become  gradually  smaller,  so  that,  The  temperature  along  the  inner  surfeoe  of 
in  the  situation  of  the  common  iliac,  it  was  the  limb  is  increased  ;    the  int^^ments  are 
lost  in  the  surrounding  cellular  membrane,  pale   and  glistening,  and  do  not  pit  uptm 
and  no  traces  of  its  entrance  into  the  vena  cava  pressure.      There  is  no  pain  in  the  hypo- 
were    discernible.       Tlie    vena   cava   itself  gastrium,  but  pressure  along  the  course  of 
was  in  its  natural  state.     The  entrance  of  the  crural  vessels  excites  great  suffering,  and 
the  internal  iliac  was  completely  closed,  and  the  vein  from  the  groin  to  the  middle  oi  the 
in  the  small  portion  of  it  which  I  had  the  thigh  is  indurated,  enlarged,  and  exquiaitdy 
opportunity  of  examining  the  inner  surface  sensible.    There  is  also  great  sensibility  in 
was  coated  with  an  adventitious  membrane,  the  ham,  and  along  the  inner  sarfaoe  of  the 
The  lower  end  of  the  removed  vein  was  per-  leg  to  the  ankle,  where  some  branches  of  die 
mcable,  but  its  coats  were  much  more  dense  superficial  veins  are  hard  and  painful  oo 
than  natural,  and  the  inner  surface  was  lined  pressure.     Pulse  80  ;  tongue  much  loaded ; 
with  a  strong  membrane,  which  diminished  thirst ;  bowels  open.     There  was  no  rigor, 
considerably  its  calibre,  and  here  and  there  or  symptom  of  pyrexia,  at  the  invasion  df 
fine  bands  of  the  same  membrane  ran  from  the  disease.     She  states,  that  the  vems  of 
one  side  of  the  vcssei  to  the  other.     The  the   right  extremity  were  more  distended 
outer  coat  had  formed  strong  adhesions  with  during  pregnancy   than   those  of  the   left, 
the  artery  and  the  common  sheath  ;   the  in-  Twelve  years  ago,  after  the  birth  of  her  first 
guinal  glands  adhered  firmly  to  the  veins,  child,  the  patient  and  her  relatives  report, 
but  were  otherwise  in  a  healthy  condition,  that  she  experienced  an  attack  similar  to  the 
No  ap|)earance  of  recent  disease  existed,  and  present,  in  the  same  limb,  and  that  it  re- 
the  density  and  firmness  of  the  morbid  lex-  mained   in   a    weak   condition  for    several 
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months  afterwards,  but  ultimately  recovered  Has  again  had  repeated  attacks  of  vomit- 
its  natural  size  and  power.     April  18th.-^  ing.  Debility  rapidly  increasing ;  respiration 
The  tension  and  increased  heat  along  the  hurried  {    incessant  hacking  cough ;    pulse 
inner  surfoce  of  the  limb  are  somewhat  di-  140,  extremely  feeble ;   surfisLce  of  the  body 
minished,   but  the    pain  continues  in  the  cold  and  clammy;   the  tongue  and   teeth 
course  of  the  vessds.     May  Ist. — Affection  covered  with  dark  sordes ;  diarrhoea.    The 
declining.     The  femoral  vein  cannot  now  be  left  eye  has  also  become  red  and  swollen, 
felt,  but  there  is  still  a  sense  of  tenderness  without  much  increased  sensibility.    26th. — 
in  its  course  down  the  thigh.     No  pitting  Great  debility ;    when  undisturbed  she  is 
on  pressure.     She  has  suffered,  during  three  delirious,  but  is  conscious  when  roused,  and 
or  four  days,   considerable  uneasiness  be-  complains  of  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the 
tween  the  umbilicus  and  pubes,  as  well  as  in  chest.     Pulse  above   140.      Tongue  black 
the  loins,  and  has  had  rigors,  with  quick  and  dry.     Conjunctiva  of  the  left  eye  also 
pvlse,  loaded  tongue,  and  thirst.     The  ab-  afiected  with  swelling  and  intense  redness, 
domen  is  soft,  but  tender  on  pressure  around  The  cornea  is  dull,  and  shreds  of  lymph 
tlie  umbilicus.     9th. — The  swelling  of  the  appear  to  have  been  effused  over  the  left 
Kmb  is  nearly  gone,  as  is  the  tenderness  in  iris.     28tb. — Had  so  violent  a  rigor  in  the 
the  course  of   the  femoral  vessels.      For  afternoon  that  the  bed  shook  under  her.  She 
several  days  past,  she  has  experienced  at-  is  now  completely  insensible.     The  eyes  are 
tacks  of  acute  pain  in  the  umbilical  region,  red  and  swollen,  and  there  is  a  copious  secre- 
loins,  and  back,  which  have  assumed  a  regular  tion  of  an  opaque  fluid  from  their  surface 
intermittent  form.      Every  afternoon  there  and  from   the  eye-lids,    which  cannot  be 
has  been  a  violent  rigor,  of  an  hour*s  duration,  closed.  The  respiration  hurried.  Pulse  140. 
followed    by  incrrased    heat    and    profuse  31st. — Has  recovered  her  consciousness,  and 
f.erspiration.     In  the  course  of  the  last  and  drank  cider  and  porter  with  great  eagerness, 
preening  nights,  there  was  slight  delirium.  Pulse  rapid  and  feeble.      Eyes  so   much 
The  skin  is  now  hot  and  dry;  the  pulse  125  ;  swollen    that  they  seem    pushed    forward 
the  tongue  brorm  and  parched ;  bowels  open,  from   their    orbits.      Vision  entirely  lost ; 
The  abdomen  is  neither  tense  nor  swollen,  but  hearing  and  the  other  senses  remain. 
On  pressing  around  the  umbilicus,  she  com-  2d  June. — Great  debility.       A  red    puffy 
plains  of  a  deep-seated  feeling  of  soreness,  swelling  has  suddenly  appeared  over   the 
A  strong  vibratory  motion,   corresponding  right  elboW' joint.     Tongue  dry  and  black ; 
with  the  pulsations  of  the  heart,  is  perceived  diarrhoea ;    frequent,    or    rather   constant 
in  the  epigastrium.     21st. — ^The  febrile  at-  wandering,  except  when  spoken  to,  when 
tacks  gradually  declined  in  severity,  and  she  she  answers  questions  distinctly,  and  com- 
appeared  to  recover,  until  yesterday,  when  plains  only  of  pain  in  the  chest,  with  difficult 
she  had  a  long  and  violent  fit  of  cold  shiver-  respiration  and  cough.   10th. — Little  change 
ing.    The  countenance  is  now  expressive  of  has  taken  place  in  the  symptoms  ;  bat  she 
great  anxiety,  and  the  pulse  extremely  quick  has  become  much  weaker.  Tlie  vision  is  lost, 
and  feeble.     There  remains  no  visible  trace  but  the  hearing  is  perfect,  and  she  makes  no 
of  the    affection   of   the  lower  extremity,  complaint  of  pain  in  any  part  of  the  body^ 
23d.-r-Has  been  vomiting  ever  since  yester-  15th  June. — Died  this  morning. 
day,  at  intervals  of  half  an  hour.     Com- 
plains of  great  pain  in  the  left  side,  increased  forbid  appearances  on  examining  the  body 
upon  taking  a  deep  inspiration.     The  pulsa-  of  Sarah  Edwards  on  the  16M  of  June,— 
tion  in  the  epigastrium  diminished,  although  Present,  Dn».  Sims  and  Locock. 
itisstillclearly  perceived:  pulse  120, and  soft.  Thorax. — In   its  left  cavity  were   con*> 
24th. — Symptoms  continue  without  alle-  tained  upwards  of  two  pints  of  a  thin  puru- 
viation.     Has  had  a  severe  shivering  fit  of  lent  fluid,   and  extensive  recent  adhesions 
long  duration.     Skin  hot  and  dry ;    pulse  existed   between   the    pleura   covering  the 
140;  tongue  brown  and  parched ;  diarrhoea,  lower  margin  of  the  superior  lobe,  and  the 
The  pulsation  in  the  epigastrium  has  entirely  pleura  costalis.     The  surface  of  the  inferior 
disappeared ;  the  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the  lobe  was  coated  with  a  thick  layer  of  floc- 
thorax  is  diminished  ;  but  the  respiration  is  culent  coagulated   lymph,  as  was  a  corre- 
faurried,  and  there  is  frequent  cough.    Great  sponding  part  of  the  pleura  costalis.     The 
prostration  of  strength.  Surface  of  the  body  substance  of  this  lobe  was  of  a  dark  colour, 
has  assumed  a  peculiar  sallow  tinge.     She  approaching  to  black,  and  soft  in  texture,  so 
has  been  delirious  in  the  night,  but  is  now  as  to  be  readily  broken  down  with  the  fingers. 
perfectly  conscious  when  roused.     The  con-  In  its  centre  about  an  ounce  of  thick  cream - 
junctiva  of  the  right  eye  has  suddoily  be-  coloured  pus  was  found   deposited  in   the 
come  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  so  much  dark -coloured  and  softened  lung.     This  was 
swollen,  that  the  eyelids  cannot  be  closed,  not  contained  in  any  cyst  or  membrane,  but 
The  corneals  dull,  she  makes  little  complaint  infiltrated  into  the  pulmonary  tissue. 
0(  pain  in  the  eye,  and  there  is  no  intolerance  In  the  right  cavity  of  the  chest  recent  adr 
pfMght.    The  Tomitiog  has  ceased.    25tb, —  besions  also  existed  at  the  inferior  part.    4 
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considerable  portion  of  the  right  inferior  in  size,  and  almost  insefMrable  from  th 
lobe  was  entirely  changed  from  the  healthy  artery.  Its  tunics  were  thickened,  and  its 
structure,  being  converted  into  a  dense,  interior  coated  with  a  dense  membrane  sar- 
solid,  dark  red  coloured  mass.  On  the  rounding  a  solid  purple  coagulnm  strongly 
anterior  suriace  of  this  lobe  the  pleura  was  adherent  to  it.  The  superficial  and  deep 
elevated  as  if  by  a  hard  irregular  tumor ;  femoral  veins  were  in  a  similar  condition, 
but  when  cut  into,  no  pus  escaped  from  and  the  saphena  major  and  minor  diffeied 
this  part,  and  it  presented  only  the  appear-  from  the  femoral  veins  only  in  the  si^  of 
ance  of  the  surrounding  portions  of  lung  the  coagulum  they  contained,  which  wss 
with  a  greater  degree  of  condensation,  slender,  and  had  formed  no  adhesions  with 
Vena  cava  inferior :  Coats  of  the  vessel  the  layers  of  lymph  lining  their  cavity.  Hie 
considerably  thickened,  and  the  internal  cellular  membrane  and  other  textures  of  the 
were  visible,  of  a  scarlet  colour ;  its  whole  limb  were  in  a  perfectly  healthy  conditioD, 
cavity  occupied  by  a  coagulum,  distending  and  in  size  and  appearance  there  waa  exter- 
it  to  its  utmost  extent,  and  terminating  in  a  nally  no  visible  difference  between  the  two 
loose  pointed  extremity  about  anjnch  below  extremities.  The  morbid  alterations  of  struc- 
thc  entrance  of  the  vena  cava  hepatica.  The  ture  now  described  can  still  be  distinctly 
coagulum,  covered  with  a  membranous-like  seen  in  the  preparation  of  the  diseased  veins, 
investiture  of  a  bright  red  colour,  throughout  and  have  been  represented  with  great  acca- 
firmly,  and  in  many  places  inseparably,  racy  in  this  beautiful  drawing,  made  by  Mr. 
adherent  to  the  inner  lining  of  the  vein.  Perry,  from  the  parts  immediately  aAcr 
The  substance  within  it  varied  in  consistence  their  removal  from  the  body.  These  I  shsH 
and  colour :  in  some  parts  it  presented  the  likewise  hand  round,  that  you  may  have  an 
appearance  of  coagulable  lymph ;  in  others  opportunity  of  comparing  them  with  this 
it  was  a  pultaceous,  dull  yellow  mass,  made  description,  and  verifying  its  accuracy, 
up  apparently  of  pus  and  lymph  blended  In  this  case,  the  connection  between  in- 
together.  The  exterior  of  the  firmer  portions  flammation  of  the  vena  cava  and  of  the  iliac 
were  separated  into  layers,  which  gradually  and  femoral  veins,  and  the  destructive  in- 
disappeared  as  they  approached  the  centre,  flammation  of  the  eyes  in  puerperal  women. 
The  mouths  of  all  the  veins  emptying  them-  was  so  obvious,  that  it  could  not  be  over- 
selves  into  the  cava  were  sealed  up,  the  looked,  and  I  supposed  had  long  been  ad-, 
emulgents  excepted,  the  coagulum  near  the  mitted  as  an  undoubted  fact.  In  the  artide 
entrance  of  these  vessels  hanging  loosely  Puerperal  Fevers,  by  Dr.  Looock,  published 
within  the  cava.  L^  common  iliac  and  its  in  the  first  volume  of  Dr.  Tweedie  a  System 
branches :  Its  interior  plugged  up  with  a  of  Practical  Medicine  (1840),  p.  361,  there  is 
continuation  of  the  coagulum  from  the  cava,  the  following  statement : — "  The  remarkable 
and  differing  in  no  respect  from  it  either  as  destructive  inflammation  of  the  eye,  which 
to  consistence,  colour,  or  the  firmness  of  its  has  been  already  mentioned,  rare  as  it  is,  csn 
adhesions  to  the  inner  tunic  of  the  vein ;  it  hardly,  perhaps,  be  placed  as  a  symptom 
was  continued  beyond  the  entrance  of  the  peculiar  to  this  form  of  puerperal  fever,  but 
internal  iliac  (which  it  completely  closed),  we  have  witnessed  four  instances  of  it,  and 
and  terminated  in  a  pointed  extremity  about  in  each  there  were  purulent  depoaits  in  Tarioas 
the  middle  of  the  external  iliac ;  neither  the  parts  of  the  body.  In  the  five  cases  related 
remainder  of  this  vessel  nor  the  femoral  by  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  which  also  occurred 
vein  exhibited  any  morbid  changes.  The  after  delivery,  the  same  fact  is  noticed ;  there 
internal  iliac  was  much  contracted,  and  is  the  same  rapid  pulse,  with  constitntional 
lined  with  a  thick  adventitious  membrane,  disturbance,  lasting  for  many  days  before  the 
Right  common  iliac  and  its  branches :  This  inflammation  of  the  eye  was  discovered.  In 
vessel  was  contracted  to  more  than  one-half  Dr.  Hall's  cases  the  left  eye  was  uniformly 
its  natural  size ;  it  was  firm  to  the  touch,  the  one  inflamed,  and  it  is  curious  that  such 
and  of  a  greyish  blue  colour ;  to  its  internal  was  the  fact  in  the  four  which  have  omie 
coat  adhered  an  adventitious  membrane  of  under  our  own  knowledge.  In  only  one  of 
the  same  colour,  containing  within  it  a  firm  Dr.  Hall's  cases  was  any  decided  abdominal 
coagulum,  made  up  of  thin  layers  of  dense  pain  and  tenderness  noticed,  whereas  three 
lymph.  The  internal  iliac  was  rendered  out  of  the  four  of  our  cases  had  such  symp- 
quite  impervious  by  dense  dark-coloured  toms.  In  none  could  any  post-mortem 
bluish  membranes,  and,  at  its  entrance  into  inspection  be  obtained.  Dr.  Robert  Lee 
the  common  iliac,  was  converted  into  a  solid  (Cyc.  Pract.  Med.  art.  Puerperal  Ferer)  has 
cord.  The  contracted  external  iliac  contained  alluded  to  two  cases  under  his  care  wh«ne 
within  it  a  soft  yellowish  coagulum,  similar  this  destructive  inflammation  of  the  eye  oc- 
to  the  one  in  the  cava ;  its  coats  were  three  curred  in  both  eyes.  He  is  inclined  to 
or  four  times  their  natural  thickness,  and  believe  that  this  remarkable  affection  is  the 
lined  with  dark  .coloured  membranous  layers,  attendant  upon  *  the  morbid  condition  of  the 
The  femoral  vein,  from  Poupart's  ligament  veins  of  the  uterus,'  the  purulent  or  other 
to  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  was  diminished  depraved  secretions  entering  the  system,  and 
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acting  as  a  poison  on  the  whole  mass  of  blood,  of  the  other,  and  any  attempt  to  move  the 

In  Dr.  Hall's  cases  and  our  own  no  exami-  limb  produces  ezcmciating  pain  along  the 

nation  took  place  to  elucidate  this  theory,  inner  surface  of  the  thigh ;   and  the  pain 

and  Dr.  Lee  does  not  quote  any  dissections  excited  by  pressure  along  the  tract  of  the 

to  confirm  it,**  femoral  vein  is  so  acute  that  the  condition 

The  following  statement,  contained  in  the  of  this  vessel  cannot  be  ascertained.  Several 
same  article,  is  so  completely  at  variance  branches  of  the  saphena  major  above  the 
with  all  my  experience  respecting  uterine  knee  are  distended  and  hard;  pulse  120; 
inflammation  in  puerperal  women,  that  it  respiration  quick  and  laborious  ;  tongue 
would  have  been  much  more  satisfactory  had  peculiarly  red  and  glossy  ;  diarrhoea  con- 
the  author  mentioned  where  and  when  the  tinues.  10th.  Pulmonary  affection  aggra- 
cases  occurred,  and  by  whom  the  most  care-  vated.  The  limb  continues  extremely  painful, 
ful  but  unsuccessful  search  was  made  for  and  is  still  more  swollen.  The  groin  is  so 
morbid  alterations  of  structure  in  the  veins,  tender  that  she  cannot  endure  the  slightest 
the  absorbents,  the  muscular  structure,  and  pressure  over  it.  The  same  is  the  case  with 
the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus,  and  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  thigh.  The  branches 
the  adjacent  parts.  '*  In  Gooch's  Treatise  of  the  saphena  vein  are  still  hard  and  painful, 
on  Peritoneal  Fevers,  already  quoted,  several  11th.  The  femoral  vein,  under  Poupart's 
cases  are  recorded  in  which  death  ensued  ligament,  can  now  be  felt  indurated  and 
after  certain  symptoms,  and  in  which  no  enlarged,  and  it  is  exquisitely  painful  when 
morbid  appearances  were  discovered  on  dis-  pressed,  as  is  the  inner  surface  of  the  thigh, 
section.  Dr.  Lee  would  reply  to  this  that  the  ham,  and  the  calf  of  the  leg.  There  is 
the  examination  was  not  pushed  far  enough,  comparatively  little  tenderness  along  the 
and  that  a  more  close  inspection  must  have  outer  surface  of  the  limb ;  pulse  120 ;  skin 
discovered  some  of  the  changes  he  has  de-  hot.  1 7th.  Diarrhoea,  emaciation,  coUiqua- 
scnbed.  But  after  Dr.  Lee's  researches  into  tive  sweats,  and  difficulty  of  respiration,  in- 
these  subjects  were  known,  several  cases  creasing.  The  left  inferior  extremity  is  still 
similar  to  those  related  by  Gooch  occurring  much  swollen,  but  there  is  less  pain  at  the 
in  our  own  practice,  and  in  tliat  of  others,  groin  and  in  the  course  of  the  femoral 
convinced  us  that  in  these  something  might  vessels.  The  foot  and  ankle  pit  on  pressure, 
therefore  be  found.  The  most  careful  search  2Gth.  Calf  of  the  leg  still  swollen  and  painful, 
was  made  for  morbid  alterations  of  structure  June  19th.  The  pulmonary  affection  aggra- 
in  the  veins,  the  absorbents,  the  muscular  vated,  and  she  is  now  reduced  to  a  state  of 
structure,  and  the  lining  membrane  of  the  extreme  debility.  The  limb  is  still  consi- 
uterus  and  of  the  adjacent  parts,  and  nothing  derably  swollen,  and  is  universally  oedema- 
could  be  found  to  explain  the  cause  of  death.''  tons.     24  th.   Died  this  morning  from  the 

III.  Mrs.  Foster,  set.  25,  No.  27,  Little  disease  of  the  chest.  Dissection — present 
Windmill  Street,  out-patient  of  the  British  Dr.  Sims  and  Mr.  Prout.  Thorax :  Ex- 
Lying-in  Hospital.  May  8, 1829.  Previous  tensive  adhesions  between  the  pleune  on 
to  her  confinement,  six  weeks  ago,  she  had  both  sides.  Scarcely  a  portion  of  lung 
been  affected  for  several  months  with  pain  could  be  observed  which  did  not  contain 
in  the  chest,  difficulty  of  respiration,  cough,  tubercles  in  various  stages  of  their  growth, 
with  copious  expectoration  of  a  matter  tinged  The  right  and  left  superior  lobes  contained 
with  blood,  profuise  perspirations  in  the  several  large  tuberculous  excavations.  The 
night,  and  had  become  greatly  emaciated,  vena  cava  and  right  common  external  iliac 
During  the  last  fourteen  days  she  has  been  veins  were  in  a  sound  state.  The  left  corn- 
suffering  from  attacks  of  pain  in  the  bowels,  mon  external  and  internal  iliac  veins  were 
and  diarrhoea.  On  the  4th  instant  she  all  impervious,  and  had  undergone  various 
ex(>erienced  a  sense  of  soreness  in  the  left  alterations  of  structure.  The  common  iliac, 
groin,  which  gradually  extended  along  the  at  its  termination,  was  rednced  to  a  slender 
inner  surface  of  the  thigh  to  the  ham,  and  tube,  about  a  line  in  diameter,  which  was 
from  thence  along  the  posterior  surfeoe  of  lined  with  a  bluish  slate-coloured  adventitious 
the  leg  to  the  foot.  She  stated,  that  for  two  membrane.  The  remainder  of  the  common 
or  three  days  before  the  occurrence  of  pain  and  the  external  iliac  veins  were  coated  also 
in  the  groin  she  had  felt  great  uneasiness  in  with  a  dark-coloured  membrane,  and  their 
the  region  of  the  uterus,  that  this  suddenly  centre  filled  with  a  brownish  ochrey-coloured 
quitted  the  hypogastrium  and  passed  into  tenacious  substance,  rather  more  consistent 
the  groin,  and  that  from  thence  it  extended  than  the  crassamentum  of  the  blood, 
downward  along  the  inner  surface  of  the  The  left  hypogastric  or  internal  iliac  vein 
thigh  and  leg.  The  limb  became  swollen  was  in  the  same  condition,  but  in  some 
twenty -four  hours  after  the  invasion  of  the  places  reduced  to  a  cord-like  substance,  and 
pain.  The  whole  left  inferior  extremity  is  its  cavity  throughout  completely  obliterated, 
now  affected  with  a  hot,  painful,  colouriess  The  branches  of  this  vein  taking  their  ori^ 
swelling,  no  where  pitting  on  pressure  except  in  the  uterus,  and  usually  termed  the  uterine 
over  the  foot    The  thigh  is  double  the  size  plexus,  were  found  completely  plugged  up 
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with  firm  reddiah  coMcula  of  lympb.  From 
the  cammencemeaC  of  the  brtncbea  at  this 
plexus  of  Che  hypogHsCiic  vein  to  the  tenni- 
nation  of  this  vein  in  the  iliac,  the  whole  had 
become  thickened,  contrHCted,  and  plugged 
up  with  coagula  and  adventicioiu  membrsnei 
of  a  dark  blue  Eotour.  The  aame  cfaangei 
bad  taken  place  iti  Che  Dterine  pleios  and 
trank  of  the  right  hypogaatric  vein,  from  the 
uterus  to  its  unuatul  tenainalion  in  the  left 
coBonioii  iliac  rein.  The  coats  oftbe  letC 
femoral  vein  were  Chickened,  and  oloselj 
adherent  to  the  artery  and  amroanding 
cellular  substance-,  its  whole  inte  ' 
with  an  adventitiona  membrane,  and  dis- 
tended with  a  reddish -coloured  coagolnm. 
llic  aame  morbid  uhaogea  presented  them- 
■elies  in  the  deep  and  superficial  branches 
as  far  as  they  were  cxsmined  down  the  thigh. 
If  yon  examine  this  drawing  made  of  the 


hned     affected 


parts  by  Mr.  PerT7,  immediately  after  their 
removal  from  the  body,  and  this  preparation 
of  them,  you  will  reqaire  no  further  evidence 
to  convince  you  that  the  infiammatioQ  of  the 
left  iliac  and  femoral  veins  which  produced 
phl^masia  dolens  in  tbe  left  lower  ex- 
tremity, commenced  in  tbe  uterine  branches 
of  the  hypogastric  vdn.  The  following  case, 
which  has  likewise  been  published  in  Vol. 
XV.  of  the  Medico-Chimrgicsl  Transactions, 
with  a  coloured  engraving,  demonstrates  this 
fkct  in  the  most  conclusive  manner. 

IV.  tin.  Mason,  at.  12.  No.  3,  Little 
Vlot  5frwt,  AufDit  2«th,  1B29,  roar  weeks 
»go,  was  deiirered  of  twins,  and  before  Qm 


tenderness  of  the  utenis  inoceeded  and  re- 
mained until  tbe  27tfa  instant,  when,  vritfaoaC 
any  apparent  canse,  she  bad  a  violeot  fit  of 
cold  ^ivering,  followed  by  febrile  aymptoms, 
and  pain  in  the  right  iliac  n^ion  and  groin. 
Yesterday  morning  the  pain  Increased  in 
■everity,  and  extended  down  the  inner  sni- 
face  of  the  thigh  towards  the  Yam,  and  in  the 
evening  the  whole  thi^h  and  leg  was  per- 
ceived to  be  considerably  swollen.  At  pro- 
sent  the  whole  right  interior  extremity  Is 
affected  vrith  a  general  intnmeacenCe,  moA  is 
completely  deprived  of  all  power  of  motian. 
The  temperature  of  the  lunb,  particulaily 
along  the  inner  suiface,  is  much  higher  than 
that  of  the  other,  but  the  inti^nments  retain 
their  natural  colour,  sad  do  not  pit  on 
pressnre.  The  femoral  vein,  for  severs! 
inches  under  Poupart'a  ligament,  is  voy 
distioctly  felt  enlarged,  and  is  very  poisfol 
when  pressed.  Out  of  the  course  of  tbe 
ernral  vessels  little  nneaainess  is  prudoced 
by  pressure.  In  the  right  side  of  Uie  hypo- 
gastrium  there  is  alao  great  tendemeiij 
pulse  120  i  tongue  furred.  She  appears  pale 
and  depressed,  and  complains  of  deep-seaCal 
acute  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  spine 
when  she  attempts  to  move,  Angnst  3 1  »t— 
The  pain  contuiues  in  the  groin,  and  along 
tbe  Inner  surface  of  the  thigh.  Tlie  gllodl 
in  the  groin  are  painful  aod  tnmid.  Tie 
limb  is  considerably  swollen,  and  the  tempe- 
rature is  increased.  Febrile  symptoms  con- 
tinue. Sept.  etb. — There  is  less  pain  in  the 
limb,   but  the  femoral  vein  can  atiU  be  fdt 

The  foot  end  I^  pit.  She  has  suffered  much 
from  rigors,  and  has  had  repeated  attacks  of 
disrrhcea ;  pulse  quick,  with  great  pros- 
tration of  Btrei^th.  I4th. — Thelimb  it  now 
tedematons,  and  nearly  free  from  pain.  She 
has  complained  of  tenderaess  in  tbe  kA 
groin  and  thi^,  but  nothing  nnosual  can  he 
perceived  in  the  seat  of  the  pain.  During 
the  last  four  days  she  has  Iiad  repeated  at- 
tacks of  cold  shivering,  and  has  suflered 
severely  from  diarrhoea,  and  dsep.ieitcd 
pnin  in  the  lower  part  of  the  back  ;  pulK 
130,  and  feeble;  tongue  wtiite.  From  tlu 
13th  to  Che  22d,  when  she  died,  she  vai 
occaaioniUy  delirious,  and  made  no  com- 
plaint of  psin  except  in  Che  back;  polaellOi 
tODgue  dry  and  furred.  Fnquent  attacks 
of  diarrhtea  and  severe  rigora.  BoCh  inferior 
extremities  were  oedematous.  Diitrctiim  ; 
present  Mr.  Front.  The  vdns  presented 
nearly  similar  appearances  to  those  observed 
in  the  preceding  case:,,  and  the  drawing  and 
preparation  will  convoy  a  more  correct  idea 
of  tbe  changes  they  had  undergone,  than  any 
verbal  description.  Tbe  ivisions  of  the 
vena  cava  were  in  this  instance  both  affected. 
On  the  lelt  tide,  the  cavities  of  the  iliac  uid 
fcmQraiiraaviciBfi\iiA  vi'\vk  *,  daik.  ^ ui^ 
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coagulum,  their  coats  being  Dot  much  thicker 
than  lulurBl ;  nbilst,  on  the  right  side,  the 
coata  of  these  veins  were  denae  »nd  liga. 
mentous,  and  the  cavities  blocked  tip  bj 
BliTentitions  membranes,  or  lymph  of  a  dull 
yellow  coloor.  The  loner  part  of  the  rena 
cava,  for  the  «pac«  of  two  inches,  u  well  a» 
the  right  common  iliac,  was  obitructed  by  a 
tough  meicbrane  of  lymph  satrounding  a 
■oft  semifluid  yellowish  matter.  The  right, 
common,  eitemal,  and  internal  Teins  were 
imbedded  in  a  masB  of  suppurating  glands, 
the  puralent  floid  of  which  bad  escaped  into 
the  adjacent  cellular  membTane,  and  forced 
ila  way  downwards  in  the  course  of  the  psoas 
muscle,  as  low  as  Foupart's  ligament.  The 
right  hypc^astric  vein  was  reduced  to  a  small 
imperviODB  cord,  and  ita  membranei  dis- 
tended with  coagula  oF  Ijmpb  of  a  bright 
red  colour.  The  right  femoral  and  ita 
branchiv  were  in  like  manner  impervious, 
their  coata  being  greatly  thickened,  and  thdr 
interior  occupied  by  cos^iila.  The  cavities 
oT  the  left  common  eileroal  iliac  and  hypo- 
gastric veins  contained  soft  cosgula,  dis- 
posed in  layers,  which  adhered  to  the  inner 
tunic  of  the  vessel.  The  trunk  of  the  left 
hypogastric  vein  was  controcled,  its  coats 
■omewhat  thickened,  as  well  as  ita  branches 
tilled  with  red-coloured,  worm-like,  coagula. 
The  spermatic  veins  were  healthy.  The 
lower  eiCTemitiM  were  boUi  infiltrated  with 


V.  A  lady,  26  years  of  age,  was  delivered 
on  the  19th  of  June,  1831.  The  labour  was 
protracted,  and  the  placenta,  after  having 
been  retained  in  the  utems  six  hours,  was 
removed  artificially  by  the  practitioner  with 
some  difficulty.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days 
after,  great  teodemesa  of  the  uterus,  with 
pyrexia,  followed.  The  pain  subsided  after 
the  application  of  leeches  to  the  hypogastrium, 
but  the  fever,  with  remarkable  prostration 
of  strength,  continued  till  the  end  of,  the 
third  week,  A  painful  sense  of  tension  then 
came  to  be  experienced  iii  the  brim  of  tho 
pelvis,  on  the  left  side,  and  in  a  few  days 
the  whole  left  inferior  eitremity  became  af- 
fected with  a  hot,  tense,  painfiil,  sad  colour- 
less swelling.  On  the  21st  of  July  (fbnr 
weeks  after  delivery)  I  was  requested  by  Mr, 
Clelaud,  her  medicid  attendant,  to  see  this 
consultation  witli  him.  The  pnlse 
ts  constant 


150,   and  f 


vomiting,  and  diarrbcea  ; 
a  dark  brown  hue ;  great  debiiiiy ;  ine 
countenance  and  whole  surface  of  the  body 
of  a  dusky  colour  ;  respiration  hurried,  with 
frequent coughaadexpectoradon;  occaiional 
delirium  ;  Che  whole  left  inferior  extremity 
was  swollen  to  more  Chan  double  thesiie  of  the 
other  i  the  femoral  vein,  eiquisitely  painful 
on  preasore,  was  felt  indurated  and  enlarged 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  and  there  was 
fulness  and  tension  above  Foupart's  liga- 
ment, in  the  utuation  of  the  iliac  veins ;  the 
foot  and  ankle  pitted  upon  pressure,  hut  the 
inttfguments  of  the  thigh  were  hot  and  teoae, 
nnd  did  not  retain  the  impression  of  the  finger. 
22d.  Great  prostration  of  strength;  pulso 
160  ;  Tcspiiation  laborious  ;  tongue  dry  and 
brown;  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  continue ;  la 
ronscLOUS  at  intervals,  and  then  complains  of 
great  pain  along  the  inner  part  of  the  left 
thigh  and  in  the  ham  ;  there  is  also  tender- 
ness of  the  hypogastrium,  and  sense  of 
throbbing  in  (he  direction  of  the  abdominal 
aorta;  abdomen  tympanitic.  23d.  Sinking; 
cold  extremities;  pulse  feeble  and  intermit- 
tent; singultus.  2 4 (h.  Died.  Inspection: 
present  Dr.  Sims  and  Mr.  Cleland :— Tfae 
uterus  had  sunk  down  into  the  pelvis,  and 
was  as  much  reduced  in  use  B<  it  usually  is 
four  weeks  after  delivery.  TTifl  peritoneum 
at  first  sight  appeared  every  where  hedtby. 
but,  on  closer  iospection,  an  adhenon,  by 
tiiaaos  of  false  membrane,  was  found  to  exiM 
between  the  posterior  part  of  the  utenia  and 
rectum.  Mors  than  a  pint  of  purulent  fluid 
was  contained  between  the  uterui  and  rec- 
tum, like  peritoneal  and  muscular  coata  of 
the  fundui  and  body  of  Che  utenia  were  ao 
•oft  as  to  be  readily  torn  with  the  fingers,  and 
of  an  inky  black  colour.  The  coats  of  the 
common  eitemal  iUac  and  femoral  veins,  to 
the  middle  of  Che  thigh,  were  all  Uiickeiied, 
and  their  cnity  filW  with  soft  coaj;nla  of 
lymph  and  pus.    The  vena  cava,  to  about 
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two  inches  below  the  entrance  of  the  hepatic  taperfidal,  were  all  thickened,  and  their 
veins,  was  completely  blocked  up  with  a  cavities  plugged  up  with  firm  coagnla ;  the 
coagulum  of  lymph,  which  partially  adhered  same  was  the  case  with  the  epigastric  veins 
to  the  inner  surface  of  the  vessel.  Several  and  circumflexa  ilii.  The  gluids  in  the 
glands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  vena  cava  and  vicinity  of  these  veins  were  enlarged,  red, 
iliac  veins  were  in  a  state  of  suppuration,  and  vascular,  and  closely  adherent  to  the 
The  coats  of  the  left  internal  iliac  vein,  at  its  cellular  membrane  and  outer  surfaoe  of  the 
termination  in  the  oncomm  iliac,  were  in  a  soft  vessels.  The  vena  cava,  to  a  short  distance 
shreddy  state.  The  right  common,  internal  above  the  entrance  of  the  left  common  iliac 
and  external  iliac  and  femoral  veins,  were  vein,  had  its  coats  thickened,  and  a  soft 
all  in  a  healthy  state.  You  may  band  round  coagulum  of  lymph  adhering  to  its  inner 
the  preparation  of  the  parts,  in  which  all  surface.  The  uterine,  vaginal,  gluteal,  and 
these  appearances  are  still  seen.  most  of  the  other  veins  which  form  the  left 
VI.  Mrs.  Wildman,  30  years  of  age,  was  internal  iliac,  were  goiged  with  pus,  and 
delivered  after  a  natural  labour,  in  the  lined  with  false  membranes  of  a  dark  colour 
British  Lying-in  Hospital,  on  the  27th  of  approaching  to  black.  The  uterine  branches 
January,  1832.  Obscure  febrile  symptoms  of  the  right  internal  iUac  vein  were  also  filled 
took  place  a  few  days  after  delivery ;  but  as  with  pus  and  lymph ;  but  the  inflammation 
there  was  no  pain  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  had  not  extended  beyond  the  entrance  of 
and  the  patient  would  not  admit  that  she  the  trunk  of  the  vessel  into  the  common 
was  indisposed,  I  was  not  called  to  see  her  iliac,  and  the  right  common,  external^  iliac, 
till  the  tenth  day  after  her  confinement ;  I  and  femoral  veins,  were  all  in  a  healthy 
was  then  informed  that  she  had  been  inco-  condition.  In  the  muscular  tiasne  of  the 
herent  in  the  night,  and  that  she  had  suffered  cervix  uteri,  on  the  left  aide,  was  a  cavity 
from  a  long  and  severe  fit  of  cold  shivering,  which  contained  5iij.  of  purulent  fluid.  Hie 
The  pulse  was  130  and  feeble ;  tongue  of  a  veins  proceeding  from  this  part  of  the  oerrix 
dark  glossy  red  colour  ;  lips  parched  ;  were  filled  with  pus,  and  a  large  portion  of 
tremors  of  the  muscles  of  the  face  and  the  inner  and  muscular  coats  of  the  uteras 
extremities ;  the  countenance  of  a  dusky  was  as  soft  as  lard.  The  conjunctivae,  which 
yellow  colour.  There  was  no  tension,  pain,  before  death  had  been  red  and  swollen,  were 
or  swelling  of  the  hypogastrium  ;  but  there  now  almost  colourless,  scarcely  a  vesd  con- 
was  exquisite  pain  on  pressure  along  the  taining  red  blood  being  discernible, 
course  of  the  iliac  vessels,  on  the  left  side,  VII.  Mary  Gane,  set.  20,  was  defivered 
and  down  the  inner  part  of  the  thigh.  I  on  the  21st  October,  1832,  of  her  first  diild, 
now,  for  the  first  time,  discovered  that  the  at  her  residence  near  St.  lliomas's  HoepitaL 
whole  left  lower  extremity  was  much  swollen,  The  labour  was  natural,  and  she  went  on 
hot,  tense,  and  shining.  18th.  The  swelling  favourably  till  the  third  day,  when  she  oom- 
of  the  left  lower  extremity,  and  pain  in  the  plained  of  pain  and  stiffness  about  the 
course  of  the  iliac  and  femoral  veins,  hypogastric  and  inguinal  regions,  extending 
relieved  by  leeches  and  warm  fomentations,  down  the  thighs,  with  pyrexia  and  headadif . 
Pulse  140,  and  extremely  feeble;  tongue  dry  25th.  Increased  pain  on  pressure  over  the 
and  brown ;  but  there  is  no  vomiting,  diar-  region  of  the  uterus,  extending  down  the 
rhoea,  or  distension  of  abdomen.  The  con-  right  thigh;  pulse  frequent;  rigors;  offensive 
junctiva  of  both  eyes  have  suddenly  become  lochia.  30th.  Rigors  have  been  more  frequent 
intensely  red  and  swollen,  and  the  vision  is  and  severe,  with  great  febrile  distorbanoe. 
much  impaired,  if  not  lost;  consciousness  The  pain  of  the  uterus  has  never  entirely 
remains.  The  right  knee-joint  is  now  ex-  gone  off,  and  she  now  suffers  severely  from 
quisitely  painful  when  moved,  but  it  is  pain  in  the  symphysis  pubis.  3l8t.  Plain  of 
neither  red  nor  swollen.  A  dark-coloured  uterus  diminished,  but  increased  tendemen 
gangrenous  spot  has  appeared  over  the  in  the  right  groin,  extending  in  the  course 
sacrum.  14th.  Eyes  red,  and  enormously  of  the  femoral  ve8«els,  which  are  felt  hard 
swollen;  eyelids  cannot  be  closed;  pulse  and  cord-like,  beneath  Poupart's  ligament, 
rapid  and  feeble ;  tongue,  lips,  and  teeth,  for  a  space  of  three  inches  down  the  thigh, 
covered  with  sordes ;  severe  pain  in  the  The  limb  greatly  swollen,  and  oedematous, 
right  knee  and  elbow  joints,  and  right  wrist;  and  free  from  discolouration,  except  below 
left  lower  extremity  less  swollen.  Died  on  the  ham,  where  it  is  of  a  dark  hue  from 
the  18th.  The  body  was  inspected,  at  my  distension  of  the  saphena  veins.  November 
desire,  by  the  late  Dr.  John  Prout,  who  1st,  The  limb  is  immensely  swollen,  but  the 
had  been  present  with  me  at  the  examination  femoral  vein  can  no  longer  be  felt  in  the 
of  all  the  preceding  cases.  The  uterus  had  upper  part  of  the  thigh ;  pitting  upon  pres- 
subsided  into  the  pelvis,  and  no  trace  of  sure  in  different  parts  of  the  extremity; 
disease  was  perceptible  in  the  sac  of  the  pulse  rapid  and  feeble ;  tongue  foul ;  diar- 
peritoneum.  Both  spermatic  veins  were  rhoea;  surface  covered  with  perspiration; 
healthy.  The  coats  of  the  left  common,  countenance  pale  and  depressed.  4th.  Pulse 
external  iliac,  and  femoral  veins,  deep  and  130  and  feeble ;  tongue  loaded ;  diarrh«ea 
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continues ;  pain  in  the  uterine  region  gone,  teraal,  and  internal  iliac,  femoral,  and 
13th.  Pain  and  swelling  have  taken  place  in  saphena  veins  were  all  inflamed,  though  in  a 
the  course  of  the  left  saphena  vein ;  swelling  slighter  degree  than  on  the  left  side.  There 
of  right  lower  extremity  diminished ;  pulse  was  a  quantity  of  serous  fluid  in  the  cellular 
130,  and  feeble ;  distressing  diarrhoea.  The  membrane  of  the  limb,  but  no  disease  of  the 
soft  parts  covering  the  sacrum  have  become  absorbents  that  could  be  discovered.  This 
affected  with  gangrenous  inflammation,  and  dissection  demonstrates  in  the  most  con- 
also  the  right  outer  ankle  and  foot,  from  elusive  manner  that  in  this  case  of  phlegmasia 
which  there  is  a  dark  ichorous  discharge,  dolens,  as  in  all  the  preceding  cases,  the 
Several  large  dark-coloured  vesicles  have  inflammation  commenced  in  the  uterine 
also  appeared  over  the  limb.  Delirium  and  branches  of  the  hypogastric  veins,  and  sub- 
pain  of  the  chest  ensued,  and  she  speedily  sequently  extended  finom  them  into  the  iliac 
sunk.  On  examination  of  the  pelvis  it  was  and  femoral  trunks  of  the  affected  side, 
found  filled  with  purulent  fluid,  which  had  Many  authors  have  confounded  diffuse 
escaped  through  the  symphysis  pubis,  which  cellular  inflammation  with  crural  phlebitis, 
was  separated  to  the  distance  of  an  inch  and  and  have  in  consequence  been  led  to  deny 
a  half,  and  its  cartilages  gone.  The  right  that  inflammation  and  obstruction  of  the 
femoral  vein  was  plugged  up  with  fibrine,  crural  veins  is  invariably  the  cause  of  phleg- 
and  the  saphena  ma)or  filled  with  pus.  masia  dolens.  **  Drs.  Otto,  Duncan,  and 
Permission  could  not  be  obtained  to  examine  Craigie,"  observes  Dr.  Copland,  "  refer 
the  left  lower  extremity,  to  ascertain  the  phl^masia  dolens  to  diffuse  inflammation  of 
condition  of  the  internal  iliac  vein,  though  the  cellular  substance,  but  I  think  on  insuf- 
there  could  be  little  doubt  that  the  inflam-  ficient  evidence.  If  this  tissue  be  really  in- 
mation  commenced  in  the  uterine  branches  flamed  in  that  disease,  other  structures  par- 
of  this  vessel.  ticipate,  and  it  certainly  is  not  the  part  first 

VIII.  The  preparation  which  I  shall  next  affected.  In  the  cases  which  I  have  seen 
shew  you  exhibits  in  a  very  striking  manner  examined  after  death,  only  three  in  all,  the 
the  effects  produced  by  inflammation  on  the  nerves  and  veins  were  the  parts  to  which  the 
lower  part  of  the  vena  cava,  and  the  left  symptoms  of  disorder  were  first  referred,  the 
common,  external,  and  internal  iliac,  and  veins  being  obstructed  in  all  the  cases." 
femoral  veins.  A  woman  became  pregnant  Cases  of  diffuse  cellular  inflammation  of  the 
who  had  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  and  this  thigh  in  puerperal  woman,  which  had  ex- 
large  fibrous  tumor  imbedd^  in  the  walls  of  tended  from  the  peritoneum  of  the  uterus, 
the  uterus  .which  you  now  see.  Premature  have  most  erroneously  been  represented  by 
labour  came  on,  and  the  child  was  expelled  some  as  genuine  cases  of  phlegmasia  dolens, 
without  artificial  assistance,  but  in  a  short  though  none  of  the  pathognomonic  symp- 
time  uterine  and  crund  phlebitis  took  place  toms  of  the  disease  were  present ;  where  the 
in  the  left  side,  and  she  ultimately  died.  The  pain  and  swelling  were  in  fact  on  the  outside 
fibrous  tumor  was  partially  in  a  softened  of  the  thigh,  and  not  in  the  course  of  the 
state,  and  all  the  branches  of  the  left  hypo-  femoral  vessels.  It  has  also  been  asserted 
gastric  vein  were  filled  with  pus  and  coagula  "  that  phlegmasia  dolens  has  manifested  itself 
of  blood.  It  is  impossible  to  examine  this  to  a  very  considerable  extent  in  some  cases 
beautiful  specimen  of  crural  phlebitis  with-  without  any  inflammation  of  the  veins  what- 
out  being  convinced  that  the  inflammation  ever;''  but  when  and  where  such  cases 
did  not  commence  in  the  common  or  ex-  happened  no  information  is  given,  and 
temal  iliac,  but  in  the  branches  of  the  left  in  opposition  to  this  I  will  affirm  that  no 
hypogastric  vein.  such  cases  have  been  recorded  during  the 

IX.  In  the  third  lecture,  the  uterus,  with  last  sixteen  years  in  the  medical  writings  of 
all  the  veins  connected  with  it,  were  ex-  this  country.  I  believe  no  example  of 
hibited  in  the  recent  state,  which  had  been  genuine  phlegmasia  dolens  has  occurred  in 
removed  from  the  body  of  a  woman  who  England  during  this  period,  in  which  the 
died  on  the  9th  of  October,  1842,  four  weeks  iliac  and  femoral  veins  were  not  affected 
after  delivery,  and  who  had  phlegmasia  before  the  cellular  membrane,  lymphatics, 
dolens  in  both  lower  extremities,  the  left  and  nerves,  and  other  textures  of  the  limb, 
having  been  first  and  most  severely  affected.  In  a  Work  on  the  Pathology  and  Treat- 
The  symptoms  were  those  which  diaracterise  ment  of  some  of  the  most  Important  Diseases 
uterine  and  crural  phlebitis,  and  you  saw  all  of  Women  (1833),  cases  and  dissections  are 
the  veins  of  the  cervix  uteri  in  the  left  side  related  by  me,  which  prove  that  crural  phle- 
filled  with  lymph  and  pus,  and  coated  with  bitis  is  not  peculiar  to  women  who  have  been 
false  membranes.  The  left  internal,  common  recently  delivered,  but  that  it  may  also 
external  iliac,  and  femoral  veins,  were  all  in  arise  from  suppressed  menstruation,  malig- 
the  same  condition.  The  vena  cava  was  nant  ulceration  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri, 
thickened  as  high  as  the  diaphragm,  and  a  polypus  of  the  uterus,  and  other  organic 
rough  false  membrane  adhered  to  the  whole  diseases  of  the  uterine  organs.  Cases  are 
of  its  inner  snrfoce.  The  right  common,  ex-  also  related  in  which  crural  phlebitis  oc- 
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curred  in  the  male  sex,  and  where  the  dis-  discoloaration  of  the  skin.  In  several  wcU- 
ease  commenced  either  in  the  hemorrhoidal,  marked  cases,  however,  of  crural  phlebitis, 
vesical,  or  in  some  of  the  other  branches  of  at  the  invasion  of  the  disease,  the  impressioa 
the  internal  iliac  veins,  in  consequence  of  of  the  finger  has  remained  in  different  parti 
inflammation  or  organic  changers  of  structure  of  the  limb,  more  particularly  along  the 
in  one  or  more  of  the  pelvic  viscera,^-or  in  tibia  ;  but,  as  the  intumescence  has  in- 
the  superficial  veins  of  the  legs,  which  ex-  creased,  the  pitting  upon  pressure  has  dis- 
tended upwards  and  involved  the  great  appeared,  until  the  acute  stage  of  the  com- 
venous  trunks  of  the  thigh  and  pelvis.  The  plaint  has  passed  awaj.  At  the  onset  of 
following  is  the  description  of  puerperal  the  disease  I  have  also  observed,  in  sererd 
crural  phlebitis,  which  was  then  given,  and  cases,  a  diffuse  erythematous  redness  of  the 
the  accuracy  of  which  subsequent  obser-  integuments  along  the  inner  part  of  the 
vation  has  confirmed.  In  seven  of  the  twenty-  thigh  and  leg.  In  one  individual  only  has 
two  cases  which  I  have  observed,  the  dis-  suppuration  of  the  glands  taken  place  in  the 
ease  has  commenced  between  the  fourth  and  vicinity  of  the  femoral  vdn ;  but  in  several, 
twelfth  days  after  delivery,  and  in  the  re-  by  an  extension  of  the  inflammation,  the 
maining  fifteen  it  appeared  subsequent  to  the  inguinal  glands  have  become  indurated  and 
end  of  the  second  week  after  parturition,  enlarged.  In  some  women  the  inflammatioB 
In  most  of  the  patients  there  was  either  an  of  the  femoral  vein  has  appeared  to  be 
attack  of  uterine  inflammation  in  the  interval  suddenly  arrested  at  the  part  where  the  trunk 
between  delivery  and  the  commencement  of  of  the  saphena  enters  it,  and  the  inflammation 
the  swelling  in  the  lower  extremity,  or  there  has  extended  along  the  superficial  veins  to 
were  certain  symptoms  present  which  I  have  the  leg  and  foot.  The  swelling  and  pain  in 
before  described  as  characteristic  of  venous  these  instances  have  been  greatest  along  the 
inflammation,  viz. :  rigors,  headache,  pros-  inner  surface  of  the  thigh  in  the  course  of 
tration  of  strength,  a  small  rapid  pulse,  the  saphena  veins.  In  most  cases  of  crural 
nausea,  loaded  tongue,  and  thirst.  The  phlebitis,  not  only  the  whole  lower  extremity, 
sense  of  pain  at  first  experienced  in  the  but  the  nates  and  vulva,  have  been  affected 
uterine  region  has  afterwards  been  chiefly  with  a  hot,  colourless,  and  painful  swelling, 
felt  along  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  in  the  which  has  not  retained  the  impression  of 
direction  of  the  iliac  veins,  and  has  been  the  finger.  The  power  of  moving  or  ex- 
succeeded  by  tension  and  swelling  of  the  tending  the  leg  has  been  lost  after  Uie 
part.  After  an  interval  of  one  or  more  days  disease  has  been  completely  formed,  and  Uie 
the  painful  tumefaction  at  the  iliac  and  greatest  degree  of  freedom  from  pain  has 
inguinal  regions  has  extended  along  the  been  experienced  by  the  patients,  in  tiie 
course  of  the  crural  vessels,  under  Poupart's  horizontal  posture,  vnth  the  limb  slightly 
ligament,  to  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  and  flexed  at  the  knee  and  hip-joints.  The 
has  descended  from  thence  in  the  direction  severity  of  the  pain  and  the  febnle  symptoms 
of  the  great  blood-vessels  to  the  ham.  has  usually  diminished  in  a  few  days  after 
Pressure  along  the  course  of  the  iliac  and  the  occurrence  of  the  swelling ;  but  this  has 
femoral  vessels  has  never  failed  to  aggravate  not  invariably  happened,  and  I  have  teen 
the  pain,  and  in  no  other  part  of  the  limb  some  individuals  suffer  from  excmdatiDg 
has  pressure  produced  much  uneasiness,  pain,  and  violent  febrile  disturbance,  for 
There  has  generally  been  a  sensible  fulness  many  weeks,  or  through  the  whole  period  of 
perceptible  above  Poupart's  ligament,  before  the  acute  stage  of  the  disease.  The  duration 
any  tenderness  has  been  experienced  along  of  the  acute  local  symptoms  has  been  very 
the  course  of  the  femoral  vessels ;  and  in  various  in  different  cases.  In  the  greater 
every  case  at  the  commencement  of  the  number  they  have  subsided  in  two  or  three 
attack  I  have  been  able  to  trace  the  weeks,  and  sometimes  earlier,  and  the  limb 
femoral  vein  proceediog  down  the  thigh  like  has  then  been  left  in  a  powerless  and  cede- 
a  hard  cord,  which  roUed  under  the  fingers,  matous  state.  The  swelling  of  the  thi^ 
A  considerable  swelling  of  the  limb,  com-  has  first  disappeared,  and  the  leg  and  foot 
mencing  in  the  thigh  and  gradually  descend-  have  more  slowly  resumed  their  natursl 
ing  to  the  ham,  has  generally  taken  place  in  form.  In  one  case,  after  the  swelling  had 
the  course  of  two  or  three  days,  and  in  some  subsided  several  months,  large  clusters  of 
cases  immediately  after  the  pain  has  been  dilated  superficial  veins  were  seen  proceeding 
experienced  in  die  groin.  In  other  cases  from  the  foot,  along  the  leg  and  thigh,  to 
the  swelling  has  been  first  observed  in  the  the  trunk,  and  numerous  veins  as  large  as  a 
ham  or  calf  of  the  leg,  and  has  spread  (torn  finger  were  observed  over  the  lower  part  of 
these  parts  upward  and  downward,  until  the  the  abdominal  parietes.  In  some  women 
whole  extremity  has  become  greatly  enlarged,  the  extremity  does  not  return  to  its  natural 
The  integuments  have  then  become  tense,  state  for  many  months  or  years,  or  even 
elastic,  hot,  and  shining,  and,  in  most  cases,  during  life.  In  the  summer  of  1831,  a  lady 
where  the  swelling  has  taken  place  rapidly,  was  placed  under  my  care,  for  an  affection 
there  baa  been  no  pitting  upon  pressure,  or  of  the  left  lower  extremity,  who,  forty  yvan 
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before,    had    suffered    from  an    attack  of  great  constitutional  disturbance  usually  pre- 
puerperal  crural  phlebitis  in  the  same  side.  sent.     I  believe  no  good  is  derived  from 
The  left  thigh  and  leg  had  remained  larger  mercury  to  salivation  in  this  disease.     It  is 
and  weakep  than  the  other  during  the  whole  of  importance  also  to  administer  saline  and 
of  this  long  period,  and  was  liable  to  suffer  diaphoretic  medicines,  and  to  procure  rest 
severely  from  fatigue  and  slight  changes  in  and  relief  from  pain,  by  anodynes,  until  the 
the  atmosphere.      In    four   cases  of   this  acute  symptoms  pass  away.    The  diet  should 
affecdon,  after  the  symptoms  had  begun  to  be  the   same  as    that  usually  allowed  to 
subside,  the  same  appearances  were  observed  patients  who  are  labouring  under  inflam- 
in  the  iiiac  and  femoral  veins  of  the  opposite  matory  and  febrile  diseases.     I  have  seen  no 
extremity,  and  the  other  thigh,  the  leg,  and  advantage  derived  from  the  employment  of 
the  foot,  became  similariy  affected.     In  two  digitalis  in  any  stage  either  of  uterine  or 
individuals  only  has  the  disease  attacked  the  crural  phlebitis.      Dr.   Sims  informed  me 
same  extremities  twice.  that  the  swelling,  pain,  and  tension  of  the 
Puzos,  as  has  already  been  stated,  recom-  limb,  in  a  case  of  phlegmasia  dolens,  were 
mended  repeated  and  copious  venesection  strikingly  relieved  by  puncturing  the  skin  in 
in  cases  of  crural  phlebitis ;   but,  in  all  the  different  parts  with  a  fine  needle.     In  other 
cases  which  I  have  seen,   there  has  been  cases  this  has  done  little  or  no  good, 
so  much  feebleness  of  pulse,  and  prostration        When  the  inflammatory  symptoms  have 
of  strength,  that  I  have  not  ventured  to  draw  passed  away,  the  limb  remains  in  a  weak 
blood  from    the  arm.      Many  individuals  oedematous  state,   and  great  uneasiness  is 
attacked  with  crural  phlebitis  have  already  often  experienced  from  congestion  of  blood 
suffered  from  hemorrhage  and  uterine  inflam-  in  the  veins.     Until  the  collateral  branches 
mation,  and  are  not  in  a  condition  to  lose  which  are  to  carry  back  the  blood  to  the 
much  blood.    But  there  are  cases  occasionally  heart  become  enlarged,  it  is  impossible  by 
met  with  where  the  symptoms  require,  and  any  means  we  possess  to  afford  complete 
arc  immediately  relieved  by,  a  general  bleed-  relief :   the  •  obstructed  vein  can  never  again 
ing.     An  example  of  severe  craral  phlebitis  be  rendered  pervious.     Much  benefit  may, 
after  delivery  occurred  some  years  ago,  in  the  however,  be  derived,  in  this  stage  of  the 
practice  of  a  medical  friend ,  where  the  ab-  complaint,  from  the  occasional  application 
straction  of  twenty  ounces  of  blood  seemed  of  leeches  to  different  parts  of  the  limb,  and 
at  once  to  break  the  force  of  the  attack.    In  a  by  preserving  it  in  the  horizontal  position, 
great  proportion  of  cases  venesection  is  not  I   have  seen  much  mischief  produced  by 
required,  and  the  inflammation  will  be  sub-  having  recourse  too  early  to  remedies  in- 
dued by  the  repeated  application  of  leeches  tended  to  promote  the  absorption  of  the 
above  and  below  Poupart's  ligament  in  the  fluid  into  the  cellular  membrane.     Blisters, 
course  of  the  crural  veins.     From  two  to  frictions,      stimulant     embrocations,     and 
three  dozen  of  leeches  should  be  applied  im-  bandages    to    the    limb,    are    only    useful 
mediately  after  the  commencement  of  the  when  the  inflammation  of   the  veins  has 
disease,    and  the   bleeding  should   be   en-  wholly  subsided,   and    other   vessels  have 
couraged  by  warm  fomentations  and  poul-  become  so  much  enlarged  as  to  carry  on  the 
ticea.     Should  the  relief  of  the  local  pain  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  extremity 
not  be  complete,  it  is  requisite  soon  to  re-  without  interruption.     In  the  acute  stage  of 
apply  the  leeches,  in  numbers  proportioned  the  disease  our  main  object  is  to  moderate 
to  the  severity  of  the  attack,  and  to  repeat  the  inflammation  of  the  iliac  and  femoral 
them  a  tidrd  or  even  fourth  time,  at  no  very  veins  ;  and  in  the  chronic  form,  to  promote 
distant  intervals,  should  the  disease  not  yield,  the  circulation  in  the  collateral  veins  by  all 
It  is  requisite,  in  the  progress  of  the  disease,  the  means  in  our  power,  and  to  further  the 
not  only  to  apply  leeches  along  the  course  absorption  of  the  fluid  effused.     I  have  not 
of  the  iliac  and  femoral,  but  of  the  saphena  perceived  any  sensible  benefit  accrue  from 
veins,  or  to  any  parts  of  the  limb  where  the  the  use  of  mercurial  ointment  and  iodine  in 
swelling  is  great  and  the  pain  very  acute,  crural  phlebitis.    The  repeated  application 
Some  patients  experience  greatest  relief  from  of  blisters  is  a  much  more  poweifdl  means 
the  use  of  warm  cataplasms  to  the  limb,  of  exciting  the  absorbents.    The  local  ab- 
others  derive  most  advantage  from  the  appU-  straction  of  blood  at  the  commencement  of 
cation  of  cold,  or  a  tepid  evaporating  lotion,  the  disease  is  you  will  perceive  by  far  the 
The  bowels  are  often  much  disordered  in  this  most  important  remedy. 
disease,  but  the  employment  of  strong  cathar- 
tics is  always  injurious.      Repeated  small 
doses  of  calomel  and  antimonial  powder,  and 

Dover's  powder,  should  be  given,  with  some  ...^ 

mild  purgative,  not  only  with  the  view  of 
correcting  the  disordered  state  of  the  bowels, 
bat  to  sttbdae  the  local  inflammation  and  the 
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ON  THE  brim,  and  the  membranes  have  not 

TREATMENT  OP  PUERPHRXL  S^^^ffihAildfu™:!*  a^dS 

CONVULSIONS  ^^  y,y  the  feet ;  or  if  this  be  iinp«»- 

BBFORE  TUB  wvLi  TERM  OF  cTBBo-  sible,   the    perfoTiitor  must  be  uied. 

GESTATION*.  Now  sll  thesc  operations  are  made  to 

.„ ,,  depend  upon  the  condition  of  the  « 

By  S.  Habeis,  M.D.  of  CUrkesyiUe,  V»,  ti^g^     jf  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  diUtable  by 

gentle  means,  we  are  advised  not  to  at- 

. .    ^     .    . ,     .    .  tempt  any  thing.     All  the  authorities 

Op  the    many  accidents   mcident  to  j^^  ^-j  ,,^^g  cwBsulted  disapprove  of  a 

pregnancy,  that  of  puerperal  convul-  foreible  cntrv  into  the  utema  under  an 


incy,  mac  01  puerperal  convui-    forcible  entry  into  the  uterus  under  any 
IS  among  the  most  alarming,  the    circumstances.   Now  I  am  not  disposed 
most  sudden,  and  the  most  unmanage-    ^^  question  the  correctness  of  this  esto 


sions 


cerebral 
mon  cause 


congestion  is  the  most  com-  ^tematives  pres4ted.     And  must  we, 

mon  cause  of  these  convulsions ;  but  it  ^j^^^       .^^j^  ^^^^  ourselves,  and  wit 

18  contended  by  some  that  they  occur  ^ess  a  certain  triumph  of  this  terrible 

under  an  opposite  state  of  the  brain,  disorder?    Do  not  the  tears  and  en- 

and  It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  we  j^^jj^g  ^j  husband  and  friends  justify, 

some  facts  to  sustain  this  opinion.    Be  ^^^  ^^^  demand,  a  last  and  desperate 

this,  however,  as  it  may,  they  are  ge-  ^g^^  j^  ^^^  ^^  ,1^^  ^t^l  „^t  {T 
nerally  preceded  by   undoubted    evi-        ^^  ^m  ^^^^  ^  ^^„^  „. 

deuces  of  a  fuhires  of  the  vesseUof  the  ^    ■      appare^tgood  health  is  taken 

head,  such  as  a  flushed  face,  headache,  ^a^denly  with  thwe  convulsions  intiie 

giddiness,  drowsiness,  tinnitus  aunum,  ^f^^  ^^  l^^^^^  ^^„tl,  „f  pregnancy ;  she 

&c.     They  are  most  common  in  the  ^  ^led  as  far  as  her  pulse  or  st^h 

latter  stages  of  pregnancy,  and  in  la-  ^jjj  ^j        ^^^  .^  ^^jj^^  ^^  theSd, 

hour  dunng  the  vioTence  of  the  partu-  g^thartics  administeiU  either  by  tiie 

ncnt  pains;  and  it  is  said  that  they  ^outh  or  peranum,  without  any  or  but 

sometimes  come  on  after  labour  has  ^jj  .  ^  abatement  of  the  fite.    On  eia- 

terminated.     Itisnopartpfmy  present  n.i^a,io„  per  vaginam,  the  os  uteri  is 

purpose  to  describe  tfiis  disease,  as  the  ^^^^  „g^»;,    ^^^  h„j  ^^^  ^^^ 

symptoms  are  fMmhar  to  almost  every  ^^  ^^  manifesUitions  of  utiirine  con- 

practitioner.     My  design  is  simply  to  t^^ions.    The  patient,  during  the  in- 

call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  a  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^j,^  ^^^   ,i^g'  j„  ^  "rofonnd 

material  nomt  in  its  treatment,  when  ^j  unconscious  and  helpfess,  with 

the  usual  remedies  fail,  and  we  are  »  stertorous  breathing,  the  eyeTfixed, 

ffi  °  Tl^iltfT?Ad' uV^!  with  dilated  or  contrlcted  puU ;  the 


com 


OS  uten  IS  found  undilated,  and  un^-    ^  ^^      j,    tiU  j^^  j^  /■,  ^g. 

latable  by  gentle  means     We  are  ad-  •,     the%lood  with  a  weak  and 

vised,  and  on  this  point  I  believe  all    »  ^Kr.nn^  «^«nn.  »  mH  rl«mmin«. 


head.    But  In  the  eveni  of  these  reme-  I'lSk^  is^Kdlrnf Xluch  l"^, 

dies  failing  we  mmt  endeavour  to  eva-  ^ircuiistances  ?      Must  the   cas7  bl 

cuatc  he  uterus  with  as  liUle  delay  as  .                                               ^  ^    ^j, 

ihtSctrruSran^s^if  ^  b^^ids^^^ 

ppintei  out,  to  be  used  Lor^gto  th^  iT^^y'^^'Sr  Tth^'Ji 

Circumstances  of  the  case.    We  are  told    _";_r. , ---^     a^ju i u 


rdXTwith  the  Wps.  if  thche^  runtr^r  rnX'^rio'ir  ut 

VXf^lih  d^W^i"ifnir^  nevrSt  fra&'Tn  mo^^^^ 

and  the  os  uteri  dilated  ;  or  if  not  en-        ^  u        •    .i.       —        i^  *.  ! 

gaged  in  the  pelvis,  but  above  the  unless,  iH:rhai«,  in  the  vcr>carljr  stages 

^  ° *         * of  pregnancy.    But,  it  may  b 


nevertheless  practicable  in  most  cases, 

irly  stages 
^  be  asked, 

*  Fmrn  U«  America  Joumrf  of  tUc  Medici    T"  ''"'      rt  ^'^^^'T''  «'«?  '^  **  ,^"? 
i-ricncn— July  IB43.  bc  accomphshcd  without  a  laocmtion 
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of  the  08  and  cervix  uteri,  save  the  life  unabated  fury,  I  proposed  as  the  only 
of  the  woman  ?  I  answer,  that  to  resource  left  to  make  an  effort  to  deli- 
judj^  from  the  few  cases  of  the  kind  ver  her.  This  my  colleague  in  the 
which  I  have  seen,  it  probably  will,  case  assented  to,  though  reluctantly,  as 
unless  pretty  extensive  effusion  has  he  considered  it,  if  not  impossible  with- 
taken  place  in  the  brain.  In  support  out  certain  death,  to  say  the  least  of  it 
of  this  opinion,  I  will  relate  a  case  that  rash  and  useless.  I  determined,  how- 
fell  under  my  observation  in  the  spring  ever,  to  make  an  effort.  Not  havine 
of  1838.  with  me  my  obstetrical  instruments,  I 
I  was  called  in  consultation  to  Mrs.  was  under  the  necessity  of  making  a 

,  a  strong,  healthy,  plethoric  wo-  small  crotchet  for  the  purpose,  out  of 

man,  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  preg-  the  spindle  of  a  cotton  spinning  wheel, 
nant  with  her  first  child.  She  was  m  such  as  is  used  in  many  families  in  the 
the  fifth  month,  and  up  to  the  time  of  southern  and  western  parts  of  the 
the  attack  of  puerperal  convulsions  United  States.  As  some  of  the  readers 
under  which  she  was  then  labouring,  of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical 
had  enjoyed  robust  health,  with,  per-  Sciences  may  not  be  familiar  with  this 
haps,  occasional  transient  pain  and  domestic  machine,  1  will  describe  that 
giodiness  of  the  head,  flushed  face,  and  part  of  it  which  I  used  on  this  occa- 
ringing  in  the  ears.  The  convulsions  sion,  as  well  as  on  others  of  a  like 
came  on  suddenly,  and  recurred  at  in-  emergency,  when  time  was  not  allowed 
tervals  of  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  to  procure  more  suitable  instruments. 
Up  to  the  time  I  first  saw  her,  which  It  is  a  small  round  iron  spike,  from 
was  probably  ten  hours  from  the  com-  twelve  to  fourteen  inches  long  gradu- 
mencement  of  the  attack,  she  had  had  ally  tapering  off  from  about  the  middle 
twenty-two  or  three  distinct  fits.  A  to  a  point  at  one  end,  while  the  other 
neighoouring  physician,  of  some  dis-  halfremains  ofan  uniform  size,  say  one- 
tinction,  reached  her  in  the  morning,  fourth  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  The 
soon  after  the  onset  of  the  disease,  and  hook  was  readily  made  by  heating  the 
bled  her  freely,  indeed  I  may  say  sharp  point  to  a  red  heat,  and  bending 
largely,  and  repeated  the  operation  it  exactly  as  I  wished.  For  the  pur- 
several  times  during  the  day.  The  pose  of  perforating  the  head  of  the 
bowels  were  likewise  emptied,  and  irri-  fcetus,  I  wrapped  with  tape  the  blade 
tants  applied  to  the  extremities.  I  of  a  common  dirk-knife  to  within  half 
found  her,  on  my  arrival,  totally  insen-  an  inch  of  the  point.  With  these  rude 
sible  to  surronndmg  objects.  The  most  instruments  I  prepared  for  the  opera- 
glaring  light  produced  no  change  what-  tion,  by  placing  the  nates  of  the  w^oman 
ever  in  the  pupils  of  the  eyes,  which  on  the  ed^e  of  the  bed,  with  a  chair 
were  fixed  and^distorted.  The  loudest  and  an  assistant  on  each  side  to  sup- 
noise  excited  no  manifestations  of  con-  port  the  legs  (the  usual  position  in  this 
sdousness.  Deglutition,  if  performed  country  for  turning).  With  the  index 
at  all,  was  involuntary,  and  the  power  finger  of  the  left  hand  I  soon  found  the 
of  artieulation  was  completely  sus-  os  tincse,  and  cautiously  but  firmly 
pended.  Her  breathing  ivas  laboured  thrust  it  into  the  uterus.  The  second 
and  stertorous,  and  the  pulse  weak  and  finger,  by  dint  of  perseverance,  was 
fluttering,  and  sometimes  not  even  per-  likewise  forced  in  by  the  side  of  the 
ceptible  at  the  wrist.  There  was  no  first.  This  effected  a  slight  dilatation 
evidence  of  uterine  action,  and  on  exa-  of  the  passage,  and  after  ascertaining 
mination  the  os  tines  was  found  al-  pretty  satisfactorily  that  the  foetal  head 
most  entirely  closed,  hard,  and  un-  presented,  I  withdrew  my  fingers  and 
yielding.  Viewing  the  case  as  nearly  carried  up  the  point  of  the  knife,  care- 
desperate,  but  stiU  desirous  of  doing  fully  guarded  with  my  finger  until  it 
■omething,  we  determined  to  administer  reached  the  head,  which  I  pierced 
eigot,  regaurdless  of  the  rigidity  of  the  readily  by  acting  on  the  handle  of  the 
ot  uteri.  Several  twenty-grain  doses  knife  with  my  right  hand  exterior  to 
were  accordingly  put  into  the  mouth,  the  vulva.  After  perforating  the  head, 
but  from  the  inability  to  swallow,  very  I  introduced  the  hook,  and  with  some 
little  if  any  was  conveyed  to  the  sto-  difficulty  fixed  the  point  in  the  bones 
mach.  No  uterine  contractions  re-  of  the  cranium.  These  were,  however, 
suited  from  this  experiment.  The  so  soft  as  to  yield  under  the  slightest 
paroxysms  continuing  to  recur  with  force.     1  succeeded  ultimately  in  fixing 
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the  point  amonig  the  bones  at  the  base  head ;  and  on  one  occasion  slight  con- 
of  the  skull.  Tne  last  situation  ena-  vulsions,  which  ceased  after  the  ex- 
bled  me  to  use  as  much  force  as  I  pulsion  of  the  foBtus,  but  a  partial 
pleased ;  but  bearing  in  mind  the  deli-  paralysis  remained  in  one  arm  and 
cacy  of  the  parts  thus  rudely  assailed,  hand  for  six  or  eight  months  after- 
I  did  not  exert  it  beyond  what  I  sup-  wards. 

posed  would  have   been  the  natural        The  result  of  this  case   proves,  I 

expulsive  power  of  the  uterus,  under  think,  beyond  all  question,  that  we  are 

ordinary  circumstances  in  abortion,  at  not  only  justifiable,  but  in  duty  bound, 

the  fifth  or  sixth  month  of  preenancy.  when  all  else  ffiils,  to  force  our  way 

Though  occasionally  interrupted  by  the  into  the  uterus  and  remove  the  oflfend- 

recurrence  of  the  fits,  the  efforts  at  de-  ing  cause.    The  practicability  of  thig 

livery  were  kept  up  at  short  intervals  too  much  dreaded  operation,  without 

for  several  hours,  when  finally  the  os  serious   or   permanent  injury  to  the 

uteri  yielded,  and  I  succeeded  in  ex-  or^an,  is  likewise  demonstrated  in  the 

tracting    the  foetus    and    secundines.  foUowing  case. 

Little  or  no  hsemorrhagc  ensued.    The        I  was  called  in  the  month  of  Feb* 

woman  was  then  placed  back  on  the  ruary  1839,  with   two  other  medical 

bed  in  what  appeared  to  be  a  truly  for-  gentlemen,  to  see  Mrs, ,  with  puer- 

lorn  and  hopeless  condition.  Blisters  peral  convulsions,  pregnant  with  her 
and  warm  applications  were  imme-  fifth  child,  and  about  thirty  years  of 
diately  applied  to  the  extremities,  which  age.  Naturally  of  a  thin,  nervous 
were  now  cold  and  clammy.  As  is  habit,  she  had  never  enjoyed  robust 
usually  the  case,  she  had  two  or  three  health,  and  for  several  years  previous 
fits  after  delivery,  but  they  were  less  to  the  attack,  had  been  declming  in 
severe,  and  occurred  at  longer  intervals,  strength  and  vigour.  She  was  in  the 
She  remained  in  a  comatose  state  latter  part  of  the  fifth  or  first  part  of 
nearly  twenty-four  hours,  frequently  the  sixth  month  of  gestation.  Sne  had 
without  any  pulse  at  the  wrist,  or  the  been  labouring  under  the  disease  eight 
ability  to  swallow  either  nutriment  or  or  ten  hours  when  I  first  saw  her,  and 
medicine.  Gradually,  however,  reac-  had  had  probably  a  dozen  severe  pa- 
tion  came  on,  the  breathing  became  roxysms.  The  os  uteri  was  undilated, 
less  stertorous,  the  pulse  slower  and  and  we  were  unable  to  discover  any 
fuller,  the  surface  warmer,  the  face  less  indications  of  labour.  After  bleeding 
livid,  and  the  eyes  more  natural  in  ap-  freely  and  finding  no  relief,  it  was  pro- 
pearance.  In  this  situation  she  re-  posed  to  deliver  ner  at  once.  This  I 
maincd  for  several  hours,  and  finally  accomplished  in  nearly  the  same  man- 
waked  up  as  if  from  a  sound  sleep,  ut-  ner  as  in  the  other  case.  She  had 
tering  moans  and  inarticulate  cncs  of  only  one  fit  after  the  extraction  of  the 
pain  and  anguish.  Consciousness  hav-  foetus,  but  remained  in  a  state  of  almost 
mg  returned,  she  was  soon  able  to  hopeless  insensibility  for  many  hours, 
converse  a  little  with  her  anxious  The  general  aspect  of  the  case  was  veiy 
friends,  and  take  a  little  fluid  nourish-  similar  to  the  one  already  detailed  both 
ment ;  but  the  complete  restoration  of  before  and  after  delivery ;  but  it  could 
all  her  faculties  was  retarded  for  seve-  not  be  viewed  otherwise  than  as  a  more 
ral  days,  in  conseauence  of  the  severe  hopeless  one,  as  this  lady  had  neither 
shock'which  the  Drain  had  received,  the  youth  nor  vigour  of  constitution  of 
Mild  laxatives,  with  an  occasional  the  other.  The  next  day  after  the 
mercurial  purgative,  a  nutritious  but  operation  she  became  rational,  but  was 
not  stimulating  diet,  frictions  on  the  unable  to  articulate  distinctly.  The 
surface,  with  quiet  but  cheerful  com-  following  evening  fever  came  on,  at- 
pany,  soon  restored  her  to  perfect  tended  with  a  low  muttering  delirium, 
nealth.  As  far  as  I  was  able  to  ascer-  and  a  slow  but  full  pulse.  There  was 
tain,  neither  the  uterus  nor  its  appen-  no  tenderness  or  swelling  of  the  abdo- 
dages  sustained  the  slightest  injury  men,  nor  were  the  vaginal  discharges 
from  the  operation.  Sne  has  since  at  all  difierent  from  that  which  usually 
been  pregnant  three  or  four  times,  but  follows  abortion.  There  was,  however, 
has  not  as  yet  brought  forth  a  living  a  retention  of  urine  for  several  days, 
child.  Generally  she  has  an  abortion  which  compelled  us  to  use  the  catheter, 
about  the  fifth  or  sixth  month,  pre-  In  order  to  lessen  the  violence  of  the 
ceded  by  giddiness  and  pain  in   the  reaction,  she  was  bl«d  from  the  afift 
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and  cuppedon  the  temples, cold  applied  Not  having  seen  a  case  of  conviil- 

to  the  nead,  and  the  bowels  evacuated,  sions    of   the   epileptic  or  apoplectic 

Her  case  continued  on  for  six  days,  form,  earlier  than  tne  fifth  month,  I 

with  some  slight    remission    of    the  am  not  prepared  to  give  any  positive 

symptoms  in  the  forenoon,  but  a  high  opinion  as    to    the    practicability  or 

fever  with  delirium  in  the  evening,  utihty  of  extracting  tne  ovum  in  the 

During  all  this  time  she  enjoyed  not  first  period    of   pregnancy.     But   so 

one  hour's  refreshing  sleep,  nor  did  one-  firmly  convinced  am  I  of  the  impor- 

sixth  of  a  grain  of  the  sulph.  morphia  tance  of  the  operation  in  such  cases, 

which  we  ventured  to  give  ner,  produce  that  I  should  not  hesitate  one  moment, 

more  than  an  unquiet  stupor.     She  other  things  having  failed,  to  make  the 

would  occasionally,  in   the  morning,  attempt.     I  have  frequently  seen  this 

converse  for  a  few  moments  on  the  disease  in  the  latter  stages  of  preg- 

Bubject  of  her  children,   or  domestic  nancy,  and  during  labour  at  the  full 

concerns ;   at  all  other  times  she  ap-  term  of  gestation,  and  I  have  not  yet 

peared  unconscious  of,  or  indifferent  succeeded  in  checking  it  even  until 

to  what  was  passing  around  her.   There  after  delivery,  either  oy   the  natural 

was  evidently  in  tnis  case  pressure  on  powers  of  the  uterus,  or  by  an  opera- 

the  brain,  either  from  congestion  or  tion. 

effusion,  and  the  treatment  pursued  In  thus  presenting  to  the  public  my 
was  strictly  in  accordance  with  this  views,  in  reference  to  this  formidable 
viewofits  pathological  condition.  She  malady,  based  on  an  experience  so 
died  on  the  seventh  day.  Had  delivery  limited,  I  can  only  hope  to  direct  the 
been  resorted  to  sooner,  possibly  the  attention  of  others  to  the  subject, 
result  might  have  been  difierent.  rather  than  expect  an  imitation  of  mv 
We  find  that  the  os  tinea?,  though  rashness.  If  I  have  subjected  myseff 
closed  and  rigid,  will,  by  persevering  to  the  imputation  of  having  violated  an 
efforts,  generally  admit  one  and  some-  established  rule  of  practice,  in  the  two 
times  two  fingers,  which  will  enable  us  cases  reported,  I  have  at  least  the  con- 
to  perforate  the  foetal  head,  if  pre-  solation  of  knowing  that  the  bold  in- 
sentinfl^,  without  wounding  the  uterus,  novation  of  forcibly  entering  the  uterus 
Tliis  being  done,  and  a  proper  degree  and  delivering  the  foetus  saved  the  life 
of  tractive  force  applied,  tne  passage  of  one  patient,  and  did  not  injure  the 
will  generally  dilate  and  allow  the  person  of  the  other.  It  is  only  as  a 
fictus  to  be  extracted.  It  is  admitted,  pis-aller  that  I  can  recommend  this 
I  believe,  by  most  of  the  standard  course,  and  I  venture  to  affirm,  that  if 
authorities  on  the  subject  of  parturi-  timely  resorted  to,  it  will,  under  guid- 
tion,  that  the  child  being  forcibly  im-  ance  of  reason  and  the  promptings  of 
pelled  by  the  contractions  of  the  uterus  ingenuity,  result  verj-  often  in  the  pre- 
at  the  full  period  of  utero-gcstation  servation  of  human  life. 
towards  the  os  uteri,  contributes  power-  [Every  pro|)osition  for  the  relief  of 
folly  to  dilate  this  opening,  by  over-  so  terrible  a  disease  as  puerperal  con- 
coming  the  resistance  of  its  circular  vulsions  is  deserving  of  a  respectful 
fibres.  Is  it  not  probable,  therefore,  consideration,  and  therefore  we  have 
that  if  an  equal  degree  of  force  be  ap-  eivcn  place  to  the  preceding  well 
plied  directly  to  the  head  of  the  child,  drawn  up  paper.  The  cautious  practi- 
and  kept  up  at  projKjr  intervals  for  a  tioner  will,  however,  doubtless  require 
reasonable  length  of  time,  that  the  evidence  of  greater  success  from  the 
same  effect  will  be  produced  P  Unaided  practice  advocated  by  our  respectable 
by  the  concurrent  action  of  the  uterus  correspondent,  than  has  been  adduced, 
itself,  I  grant  that  we  might  not  so  and  will  duly  weigh  the  consideration 
readily  succeed ;  but  it  rarely  happens  whether  the  forcible  dilatation  of  the 
that  this  sensitive  organ  fails  to  second  os  uteri  is  not  likely  to  be  productive 
our  designs.  Roused  up  by  the  rup-  of  more  injury  than  the  delivery  will 
tare  of  the  membranes,  and  the  trac-  be  of  benefit. 

tive  efforts  of  the  operator,  the  contrac-  Dr.  Churchill,  the  author  of  one  of 

tions  of  the  body  and  fundus  contribute  the  best  works  on  diseases  of  women, 

more  or  less  to  the  dilatation  of  the  of  and    an  experienced  practitioner,  re- 

jitcri,  and  the  ultimate  delivery  of  the  marks  on  this  subject,  "  I  believe  there 

foetus.  is  no  dispute  that,  until  labour  sets  in 


896    DR.  HARRIS  ON  THE  TREATMENT  OP  PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 

naturally,  interference  would  be  inju-  thus  Denman  found  the  mechanical 
rious ;  so  that  in  convulsions  during  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  productive  of 
gestation,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  these  effects,  and  the  best  informed 
the  uterus,  but  must  confine  ourselves  writers,  including  Chaussier,  fully  con- 
to  the  treatment  of  the  convulsive  firm  his  statement.  The  principle  of 
disease."  —  Diseases  of  Females ,  Am.  forwarding  the  dilatation  of  tne  os 
£d.  p.  403.  internum  by  means  of  the  fingers,  can 

Dr.  Righy»  equally  high  authority,  onl^  be  commended  when  the  orifice 

states:  "The  practice  in  former  times  is  m  a  soft  and  yielding  condition; 

of  dilating  the  os  uteri,  introducing  the  under  contrary  circumstances,  the  prac- 

hand,  and  turning  the  child,  has  been  tice  cannot  fail  to  be  injurioos." — Op. 

long  since  justly  discarded,  for  the  irri-  ci7.  p.  33. 

tation  producea  by  such  improper  vio-        Mr.  Symonds,  in  a  paper  on  puer- 

Icnce  would  run  great  risk  or  a^gra-  peral  convulsions  (Lancet,  8th   Feb. 

vating  the  convulsions  to  a  fatal  de-  1834),  after  detailing  the  particulars  of 

gree,  —System  of  Midwifery,  Am,  "Ed,  four  cases  successfully  treated— first, 

p.  385.  by  depletion,  cold  to  the  head,  blis- 

Mr.  J.  T.  Ingleby  entertains  similar  tering,  the  warm  bath,  and  camphor 

views.     *'  From  the  seventh    to   the  and  opium — concludes  in  the  following 

ninth  month,"  he  observes,  " delivery,  words:  "  Instructed  by  mv  own  expe- 

when  it  is  exjiedient,  may  certainlv  be  rience,  and  fortified  by  tne  authority 

accomplishcd,but  every  objection  which  of  such  writers  as  Denman,  Blundell, 

attaches  to  artificial  delivery  at  the  full  and  Gooch,  I  would  say  with  the  latter, 

term  of  utero-gestation,  applies  with  take  care  of  the  convulsions,  and  let 

peculiar  force  to  the  periformance  of  it  the  uterus  take  care  of  itself."     In  this 

if  undertaken  before  the  term  is  com-  as  a  general  principle  Mr.  Ingleby  says 

Eleted,  since  the  cervix  uteri  will  not  that  he  quite  concurs,  and  adds,  "bat 

ave  undergone  its  full  development,  exceptions  to  it  may  arise."     When  the 

In  numerous  instances  death  has  spec-  attack  appears  during  actual  labour, 

dily  followed  after  artificial  delivery ;  our  line  of  practice  is  clearly  defined  • 

in  others,  the  event  has  not  been  so  we  must  moderate  excessive  action,  and 

immediately  fatal.    In  an  instance  of  deliver  on  the  first  favourable  moment. 

very  recent  occurrence,  the  comatose  But  should   the  convulsions   precede 

state  in  which  the  patient  died  did  not  labour,    the  practice  pursued  oy  Dr. 

takeplace  for  many  hours  after  delivery;  Joseph  Clarke  (very  similar  to  that 

she  was  in  the  eighth  month  of  pre^-  recommended  by  La  Motte)  is  the  most 

nancy,  and  labour  succeeded  the  artin-  rational  that  can  be  followed,  viz.  to 

cial  evacuation  of  the  liquor  amnii.  trust  to  nature's  efforts,  aided  by  me- 

£ven  admitting  that  the  convulsions  dical  treatment,  until  the  patient's  fife 

which  arise  previous  to  labour  depend  appears  to  be  immediately  endangered 

primarily  upon  the  condition  of^  the  by  the  continuance  of  the  disease,  and 

uterus,  it  is  important  to  recollect  that  then  to  interfere  in  the  speediest  and 

labour  is    not    always    necessary  for  safest  manner  to  promote  delivery.  The 

their  removal,  and  that  whether  deli-  circumstances  wnich  justify  interfer- 

very  be  efiected  artificially,  or  by  the  ence  demand  an  impartial  and  dispas- 

violence  of  the  paroxysms,  the  convul-  sionate  consideration,  and  should  em- 

sions  mav  contmue  in  full  force,  not-  brace  the  state  of  the  uterus,  the  prc- 

withstanding  the  evacuation    of    ^he  sentation  of  the  fcctus,  the  perioa  of 

uterus ;  possibly  indeed,  the  impression  gestation,  and  the  violence  of  the  symp- 

Ereviously  made  upon  the  brain  may  toms.  An  apprehension  lest  the  pa- 
e  increased  Iw  the  efforts  which  attend  tient  may  die  undelivered  has  often 
delivery."  —  Facts  and  Cases  in  Ob-  proved  an  incentive  for  undertaking 
steiric  Medicine,  p.  3\ .  delivery  at  any  risk,  and,  doubtless, 
Again,  he  says,  **  It  has  been  already  the  interests  of  the  mother  alone  ought 
stated  that  convulsions  sometimes  cease  to  decide  so  momentous  a  question ; 
under  natural  and  spontaneous  labour-  indeed,  under  severe  and  frequent  pa- 
pains, nevertheless  it  is  equally  true  roxysms,  especially  of  the  tetanic  kind, 
that  manual  interference  is,  at  the  mo-  the  child  is  frequently  still-bom.  In 
ment,  calculated  both  to  renew  the  Collins's  cases,  14  of  32  children,  in- 
paroxysm  and  render  it  more  violent :  eluding  two   twin  births,  were   bom 
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alive.    Of  43  cases,  including  a  twin  qN  VIVISBCTION. 

birth,  which  occurred  under  Dr.  F.  H. 

Ramsbotham's  observation,  21  of  the  """ 

infants  survived.     The    death  of  the  Th  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazetlt. 

child  is  considered,  by  this  gentleman,  o 

to  depend  rather  upon  a  defective  utero-  * 

placental  circulation,  than  upon  direct  Having  derived  great  pleasure  from  a 

pMPessure ;  but  the  result  may  be  occa-  letter  in  your  last  number  from  Dr. 

noned  by  either  cause.                 •  Hull,  on  the  subject  of  vivisection,  and 

"  The  want  of  success  in  delivering  having  for  some  years  past  devoted  at 

generally  arises  from  one  of  two  causes  $  intervals  some  time  to  the  consideration 

the  first— delivering  too  early,  before  ^^  ^hat  subject,  I  venture  to  offer  a  few 

the  uterine  orifice  has  undergone  suffi-  remarks  in  corroboration  of  the  senti- 

cient  relaxation ;  the  second— postpon-  ments  of  your  enlightened  correspon- 

ingthe  delivery  until  effusion  has  taken  dent.     In  my  endeavours  to  promote 

place,  or  a  fatal  impression  been  made  methods  of  pathological  investigation 


by  bleeding  or  emetic  medicines  in  general  bearings  of   experiments  on 

nauseating  doses,  purgative  enemata,  animals  on  the  progress  of  physiolo- 

and  perhaps  the  application  of  bella-  gical  and  especially  on  patnological 

donna  to  its  orifice,  otherwise  we  incur  science,  and  the  result  of  such  exami- 

the  risk  either  of  an  apoplectic  seizure,  nation  is  the  conviction,  that  so  far  as 

or  a  laceration  of  the  uterus  or  vagina.*  re^ds  experiments  involving  the  suf- 

This  precaution  has  less  regard  to  the  fering  of  tne  animal,  that  they  waste 

degree  of  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  time  which  I  am  prepared  to  show 

(for   the  orifice   is  not   unfrcquently  mi^ht  be  better  employed;  that,  philoso- 

more  or  less  open  for  many  days  before  phically,  they  are  to  the  last  degree 

labour),  than  to  its  state  of  softness ;  inconclusive,  and  that  they  are  morally 

and  if  a  decided  impression  be  made  indefensible.    Either  or  all  of  these 

upon  it  during  the  paroxysm,  the  sooner  positions  I  am  quite  prepared  to  defend. 

delivery   is  accomplished  the  better,  l^ut  let  me  be  understood :  I  object  to 

Although  the  utenne  orifice  often  be-  no  experiment  which  does  not  involve 

Gomes  relaxed  earlier  than  we  might  cruelty,  nor  do  I  include  in  the  cata- 

4l  jfrioH  infer,  a  moderate  decree  of  logue  of  cruel  experiments  those  which 

resistance  is,  in  every  delivery,  both  to  imply  the  killing  the  animal  with  the 

be  expected  and  desired :  but  a  forcible  ordinary  expedition.      Not  the  least 

entry  into  the  uterus  must  be  discoun-  interesting  fact  of  the  many  which  in- 

tenanced  by  every  rational  practitioner,  vestigation  of  this  subject  discloses  is, 

Ashwell  considers  ^at  we  may  always  that  the  moment  experiments  cease  to 

dilate  the  uterus  with  the  fingers :  a  he  cruel,  they  begin  to  be  instructive ; 

•tatement  which  I  cannot  assent  to,  or  if  they  are  not,  it  is  owing  to  some 

and  it  is  with  marked  propriety  that  want  of  circumspection  in  the  conduct 

Collins  stron^lv  cautions   tne  practi-  of  the  experiment.    I  shall  be  quite 

tioner  to  '  avoid  hasty  measures  tor  the  ceady  to  illustrate  all  that  I  say,  on 

delivery  of  the  child.' "  —  Op.  cit,  p.  conditions  presently  to  be  mentioned ; 

35,  36,  37.  hut  I  will  now  observe  that  it  is  about 

All  these   considerations  should  be  five  years  since  that  I  offered  to  the 

duly  weighed,  and  we  would  particu-  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 

lariy  recommend  to  the  junior  practi-  to  Animals,  to  make  a  digest  of  the 

tioner  a  careful  perusal  of  the  admi-  principal  experiments  on  living  ani- 

rable  remarks  of  Mr.  Ineleby  on  puer-  mals  within  the  last  100  years  Tin- 

peral  convulsions,  in  the  work  from  volving  cruelty),  in  order  to  show  that 

which  we  have  just  quoted.— Editor.]  thev  had  either  not  in  the  least  degree 

— . assisted  us  in  relieving  disease,  (because 

•  Of  ilTefaUl  cases  recorded  by  ColUni,  three  it  must  be  remembered  that  is  ciur  object) 

wont  oompUcated  with  hMmration  of  the  vagina,  orthatif  they  had  shown  any  thing  in  re- 

.._  lation  thereto,  it  was  only  that  which 

might  be  much  more  satisfiictorily  de* 

825.— xxxii.  3  M 
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monstrated  by  other  and  unobjection-  may  serve  as  h  pendant  to  that  which  I 

able  phenomena.    The  only  condition  sent  last  year  or  those  in  Holland. 

was,  that  the  Society  should  pay  the  I  am,  sir, 

expenceof  the  publication  j  but  although  Yoiht  obedient  servant, 

the  offer    was    courteously    received,  Edwin  Lib. 

either  for  want  of  funds,  or  some  other  September,  itiS. 

reason  with  which  I  am  unacquainted,  Lfcye.— -Although  containing  a  popu« 
I  heard  nothing  more  of  the  matter,  lation  of  60,000  inhabitants,  cmefly 
Since  that  time  two  rather  sharp  ill-  manufacturing  and  commercial,  Liege 
nesses  have  thrown  some  other  matters  possesses  no  good  hospital ;  the  one 
in  which  I  am  engaged  so  much  in  termed  de  la  iSivi^  was  formerlv  an 
arrear,  that  I  cannot  venture  to  repeat  ancient  convent,  the  choreh  now  ibrm- 
the  offer ;  but  if  your  or  any  other  ing  the  principal  ward.  The  surgical 
journal  will  open  its  columns  for  short  wards  are  low  and  indiflbrentTy  veit- 
demonstrations  on  the  subject,  and  Dr.  tilated ;  the  medical  wards  on  the  first 
Hull  and  other  gentlemen  will  lend  floor  are  loftier  and  more  airy.  On  the 
their  assistance,  1  promise  to  be  a  cheer-  walls  are  images  of  Saints,  &c. ;  the 
ful contributor.  At  pages  48,52,  and 54  sick  are  superintended  by  sisters  of 
to  5G,  of  my  last  work,  *'  Medicine  and  charity.  The  number  of  beds  does  not 
Surgery  one  Inductive  Science,''  some  exceea  120,  including-  those  for  the 
remarks  will  be  found  on  this  matter,  medical  and  surgical  cHniques.  Two 
with  a  suggestion  as  to  the  mode  of  physicians  and  two  surgeons  i>erforni 
bringing  the  subject  to  the  required  the  medical  duties.  The  administra- 
test;  but  it  is  too  long,  I  suppose,  to  tion  of  this  and  the  other  charitable  in- 
quote.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  I  have  strtutions (the Hospices, Bureaodelrieo- 
plenty  of  material,  and  nothing  would  faisance,  and  Mont  de  Piet^>,  is  vested 
give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  see  in  a  commission  nonrinated  by  the  re- 
physiological  science  well  rid  of  that  gency.  Among  the  most  ]^reyalentdis- 
which  now  misrepresents  and  disgraces  eases  at  Liege,  are  phthisis,  bronchial 
it.  One  word  as  to  coolness  in  opera-  inflammation,  scrofula,  and  rheomatie 
tions.  I  agree  with  Dr.  Hull,  and  affections,  which  last  are  mostly  treated 
having  operated  not  a  little^  I  know  of  by  antiphlogistic  measures,  colchicum 
no  better  rule  than  that  of  my  old  master  being  very  seldom  employed.  In  scro- 
Abernethy — "Never  do  an  operation  fula,  and  incipient  phthisis,  the  cod- 
that  you  would  not  have  performed  on  liver  oil  is  a  common  remedy.  Inflbim- 
yourself,  were  you  in  similar  circum-  matory  attacks,  and  fevers,  are  not 
stances.''  If,  however,  the  leading  usually  treated  by  energetic  depletory 
motive  should  be  lucre,  display,  or  some  measures ;  contra-stimuTants  and  cool- 
others  that  I  could  mention,  a  sur-  ing  diuretic  remedies,  as  the  nitrate  of 
geon  may  find  himself  obliged  to  dis-  potass,  wiih  an  occasional  laxative, 
miss  his  feelings,  or  lose  his  self-pos-  being  chiefly  trusted  to.  Auscnltation 
session,  and  if  any  thing  unexpectedly  and  percussion  are  not  very  generally 
untoward  happen,  he  may  (as  I  have  employed,  except  by  Dr.  Lombard,  who 
witnessed)  be  deprived  of  both.  enjoys  a  high  reputation  in  Liege; 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir.  Stone  cases  are  very  uncommon. 

Your  obedient  servant.  The  H6p1tal  de  Sant£  is  for  chronic 

George  Macilwain.  and  syphihtic  diseases.    In  order  to  be 

9,  AT^yle  Place,  admitted,  patients  must  obtain  a  certi- 

_  Sept^^S43^ Ucate  from  the  physician  or  surgeon, 

and  from  the  Commissaire  de  Police. 

MR.   LEE   ON  BELGIAN  MEDICAL  There  are  also  at  Liege  a  hospice  for 

INSTITUTIONS.  old  men,  one  for  old  women,  a  fyine-in 

and  a  foundling  hospital,  and  out  otthe 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  ^^?  *  ^^«P^*^«  ^^'^  patients  of  either 

^  sex  labouring  under  mental  alienation, 

-,           '         ^  „       .        ^              ^  which,  however,  are   little  else  than 

The  present  brief  notice  of  some  of  places  of  detention, 

the  Belgian  medical  institutions  and  Many  of  the  sick  poor  are  visited  at 

practice  may  interest  several   of  the  their  own  habitations.    The  University 

readers  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  and  is  a  large  detached  building, containing 

a  handsome  library,  cabinets  of  instru- 
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menu,    anatomical    and   pathological  moderate  bleeding  at  the  commence^ 

preparations.    Lectures  are  delivered  ment,    and  subBequently   a  tonic    or 

within  the  building,  but  the  examina-  stimulating    medication.      AVhen    not 

tions    of    candidates    take    place    at  countcrindicated,  the  use  of  stimulants 

Brussels.    The  number  of  the  students  externally,  as  camphorated  liniment,  is 

is  450,  of  which  scarcely  iOO  attend  the  likewise  frequently  combined  with  the 

medical  classes*  internal    measures.       Aperients,    and 

The  following  are  professors  in  the  diaphoretics,  are  not  much  employed. 

faculty  of  medicine  i —  Here,  as  in  Paris,  in  almost  all  the 

Dean,  and  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  patients  who  die  from  this  disease,  en- 

Simon.      Descriptive    anatomy,    and  largement  or  ulceration  of  the  follicular 

general    therapeutics,    J.    B.    Royer.  intestinal  glands  is  met  with.     In  in- 

(Phvsiology,  and  general  anatomy —  flammation  of  organs,  energetic  vas- 

Spring.)    Dissections  and  materia  me-  cular  depletion  is  not  usually  adopted ; 

dica,  Yaust  PatholcM^cal  anatomy,  and  moderate  general  or  local  abstraction 

hynene,  Raikein.    Internal  pathology  of  blood,  and  blisters  or  other  contra- 

and  Uierapeutics,    Sauveur.     Surgical  stimulants,  with  appropriate  internal 

ethology  and  ophthalmology,  Asiaux.  medicines,   being   the   means    mostly 

edicaf    cliniques,     Lombard,     and  adopted ;  more  attention  bein^^  paid  to 

Frankinel.    Surgical  ciinique,  Delava-  the  patient's    general   condition,   &c. 

cherie.  than  to  the  local  disease,  as  regards  the 

Brussels, — The  old  and  ruinous  hos-  exhibition  of  remedies.    Tabes  mesen*' 

pital  existing  within  the  town  was  at  terica  is  very  common  among  children 

the  time  of  my  visit  about  to  be  pulled  and  young  persons;  occasional  leeching, 

down,  and  the  patients  transferred  to  and  the  exnibition  of  ioduret  of  potass, 

the  handsome  new  hospital  St.  John,  in  with  the  application  of  the  ointment 

a  more  airy  situation,  on  the  Boulevard  to  the  abdomen,  a  bland  diet,  and  tepid 

du  Jardin  Botanique,  of  which  its  ex-  baths,  being  the  measures  from  which 

tensive  stone  facade  forms  a  chief  orna-  the  greatest  amount  of  advantage  has 

ment.    It  is  built  around  a  spacious  been  derived. 

court  yard,  at  the  extremity  of  which  is  M.  Sentin  hns  the  most  private  prac- 
a  chapel,  and  contains  500  beds,  in-  tice  among  the  Brussels  practitioners, 
eluding  those  for  the  cliniques.  The  and  is  known  in  other  parts  of  the  con- 
interior  organization,  and  the  disposi-  tinent  as  well  as  in  England,  more 
tion  of  the  wards,  will  apparently  leave  especially  from  his  method  of  treating 
nothing  further  to  be  desired  in  this  re*  fractures  by  starched  bandages,  which 
•pecL  The  chief  physician  is  M.  Van  he  applies,  in  all  cases,  from  the  first, 
Catsem ;  the  surgeon,  M.  Uytterhoeven.  Even  when  there  is  considerable  swell- 
The  hospital  St.  Pierre,  founded  as  far  ing,  and  in  compound  cases  i>aste- 
back  as  1179,  stands  in  an  elevated  board  splints  moistened  so  as  to  adapt 
position  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  themselves  to  the  form  of  the  parts 
town.  It  contains  350  beds.  The  wards  being  laid  laterally  beneath  the  turns 
are  clean  and  well  ventilated,  those  for  of  the  bandage,  and  the  interstices 
surgical  diseases  being  on  the  ground,  formed  by  the  varying  thickness  of  the 
the  medical  on  the  first  floor.  There  limb  beinff  filled  up  by  cotton  wool, 
are  besides,  wards  containing  about  100  which  is  also  placed  along  the  edge  of 
beds  for  syphilitic  patients,  and  sick  the  pasteboard  splints,  to  protect  the 
children,  as  also  several  rooms  for  soft  parts  from  pressure.  The  applica- 
patients  who  pay  from  two  to  six  francs  tion  is  never  removed  till  the  cure,  but 
a  day.  The  medical  service  is  per-  when  matter  is  formed,  or  the  swelling 
formed  by  a  chief  physician  (M.  of  the  limb  has  subsided  so  as  to  pro- 
Grauz),  a  chief  surgeon  (M.  Sentin),  ducc  slackening  of  the  bandage,  it  is 
and  assistants.  Clinical  instruction  is  cut  open  with  scissors,  the  super- 
given  at  the  bed-side  of  those  patients  abundant  edges  of  the  pasteboard  arc 
whose  cases  present  the  greatest  in-  broken  off,  and  another  bandage,  pcisted 
terest.  There  are  no  separate  clinical  with  the  starch  solution  by  an  tissistant 
wards.  Typhoid  fevers,  pulmonary  with  a  painter's  brush  at  the  time  of  its 
complaints,  chronic  gastro-enteritis,  application,  is  bound  over  the  previous 
8crofula,and  diseases  of  I  he  kidneys,  are  one,  remaining  until  consolidation  of 
inferior  orders  at  Brussels.  The  treat-  the  bone  is  eflTected. 
ment  of  typhoid  fever  is  mostly  by  a  This  practice,  which,  with  some  modi* 
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ficationsy    is  now    adopted    in    many  mention  two  or  three  of  the  cifcom' 

European  hospitals,  and  in  private,  is  stances. 

more  particularly  advantageous  in  frac-  While  in  somnambulismrsheindicated 
tures  of  the  inferior  extremity,  from  the  treatment  to  be  pursued,  and  stated 
the  circumstance  of  patients  being  that  she  would  be  cured  in  six  weeks  if 
thereby  enabledtoget  about  on  crutches,  this  treatment  were  followed;  which 
or  with  a  stick  a  few  days  after  the  in  the  saccessive  teancei  was  con- 
accident,  instead  of  remaining  in  bed  sequent,  and  never  of  a  contradictory 
for  several  weeks  frequently,  to  the  great  nature.  After  her  eyes  had  been  covered 
detriment  of  the  general  health.  In  with  a  bandage  she  was  able  to  indicate 
some  cases  which  I  treated  at  St.  the  persons  behind  her,  their  attitudes, 
George's  Hospital  by  Amesbury's  ap-  the  colour  of  their  clothes,  aa  well  as 
paratus — which,  however,  is  too  ex-  some  objects  placed  behind  her  head, 
l^ensive  and  complicated,  and  requires  notwithstanding  one  of  the  gentlemen 
more  attention  than  the  starched  aj9-  present,  as  a  further  precaution,  prewed 
pareil — consolidation  was  procured  nis  fingers  upon  the  eyes  over  the 
within  a  much  shorter  period  than  by  bandage.  Among  others,  the  sargeoD 
the  old  method,  and  in  two  or  three  of  the  hospital  of  the  Maternity  held 
instances  the  point  where  the  tibia  had  up  behind  her  head  several  coins,  which 
been  fractured  could  not  afterwards  be  she  immediately  recognised  ;  stating 
detected  on  feeling.  In  fractures  of  without  any  mistake  which  side  of  the 
the  unper  extremity,  however,  this  coin  was  turned  towards  herself, 
method  presents  little  advantage  over  M.  Malvin,  the  director  of  the  hospital, 
the  ordinary  one,  nor  is  its  application  likewise  addressed  several  questions  to 
generally  advisable  in  compound  cases,  the  somnambulist,  to  which  she  replied 
for  though  the  exclusion  of  the  air  with  the  greatest  exactness.  Several 
from  the  wound,  and  immobility  of  the  experiments  were  tried  to  verify  the 
limb,  are  circumstances  of  the  highest  abolition  of  sensibility,  M.  Sentin  being 
importance,  still,  where  much  injury  of  present :  among  others,  the  flame  of  a 
the  parts  has  been  inflicted,  and  suppura-  candle  was  applied  to  her  arm,  without 
tion  is  inevitable,  serious  consequences  any  sensation  being  evinced,  notwith- 
would  often  ensue,  as  was  sometimes  standing  she  was  seriously  burnt.  On 
the  case  in  the  practice  of  Baron  Larrey,  awaking  she  experienced  a  slight  de- 
who  also  had  recourse  to  an  analogous  gree  of  pain,  at  which  she  was  surprised^ 
method  of  treatment  in  all  cases  in  the  not  knowing  the  cause.  M.  Sentin 
hospital  to  which  he  was  attached.  having  asked  her  whether  he  had  any 

M.    Sentin    likewise    employs    the  pain,  she  replied  tliat  he  felt  a  pain  in 

starched  bandages  in  chronic  diseases  nis  left  foot,  which  was  the  case,  owing 

of  the  joints,  and  in  some  cases  of  to  a  tight  boot.    The  clairvoyance  was 

tumor.    Stone  cases  rarely  occur  in  the  not  always  present  while  she  was  in 

hospitals  at  Brussels.    Disease  of  the  somnambulism,  as  she  was  sometimes 

eyes,  especially  the  ophthalmia  formerly  lucid,  at  others  not.    The  Hospice  de 

so  prevalent  in  the  army,  now  afllicts  a  I'lnfirmerie  is  chiefly  an  asylum  for 

large  proportion  of  the  inferior  classes.  500  old  people  of  both  sexes.     The 

Syphilitic  cases,  especially  ulcerations  of  Hospice  de  la  Maternity  contains  about 

the  face,  are  treated  with  great  success  50  beds :  women  are  received  in  the 

by  the  ioduret  of  potass,  to  the  extent  last  month  of  their  pregnancy  till  after 

in  many  instances  of  thirty    grains  accouchement.    There  are  also  rooms 

daily.  for  those  pnersons  who  pay.    A  schod 

Considerable  sensation  was  excited  of  instruction  in  midwiier^  is  attached, 

in  Brussels  some  time  ago  on  account  At  the  Enfans  fr<mv^  500  infants  is  the 

of  a  cataleptic  patient  who  was  mag-  average  number  of  those  annually  re- 

netised  at  this  hospital  by  M.  Mont^re,  ceiveo.     They  are  for  the  most  part 

in  the  presence  of  numerous  physicians,  sent  into  the  country,  and  kept  by  the 

students,  and  other  persons,  ai|d  who  establishment  till  the  age  of  12  years. 

exhibited  in  a  high  degree  the  pheno-  The  bureau  de  biei^ai$anee   supplies 

menaofclairvoyance,  to  the  satisfaction  provisions  and  medical  assistance  at 

of  those  present,  including  some  mem-  the  houses  of  the  sick  poor,  in  diflferent 

bers  of  tne  administration  of  hospitals,  quarters  of  the  city. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  the  In  my  next  I  wiU  give  an  account  of 

details  of  this  interesting  case,  but  will  the  medical  institutions  of  Ghent. 
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KRPLT  TO  repeat,  my  memoir  was  written  to  shew 

A  MEMOIR,  BY  M.  MALGAIGNE,  that    by  fkr   the    CTcater  number  of 

BNTiTLBD,  ODinions  then  hela  by  medical  men 

RECHERCHESSUR  LA  FREQUENCE  respecting  the   frequency   of   hernia,   . 

DES  H ERNIES  SELON  LES  SEXES,  were  mere  opinions,  and  not  derived 

LES  AGES,  ET  RELATIVEMENT  frona  any  proper  statistics.    Indeed,  I 

A  LA  POPULATION.  "^'P}^.  ^7%P"V  l*"*^  Z^^^^'*' ^f  ^ 

said  justly,  though  somewhat  harshly, 

Bt  Robert  Knox,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.  that  the  greater  number  of  the  authors 

'^^  Sd^*^jl,"ndtrM.m{J?"of1b";    Who*?  oP^io"*  I  ^l^^^^  d^d  "ot  know 
FKBcfa  Academy  of  MedlciDe.  the  nght  meaning  of  the  word  **  statis- 

tics."     So  far,  then,  I  think  the  criti- 

DuRiNO  the  winter  session  of  1838-37,  cism  alUided  to  has  no  force  in  its  ap- 
I  read  to  the  Medico  -  Chirurgical  plication  to  me,  since  it  merely  blamed 
Society  in  Edinburgh,  a  Memoir  on  me  for  not  having  obtainea  a  ratio 
**  The  Statistics  of  Hernia  in  Man,  with  where  no  data  existed.  Let  it  also» 
tome  Obsenrations  on  the  Anatomical  however,  be  observed,  that  I  certainly 
causes  which  determine  its  Produc-  did  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  whilst 
lion/'  which  memoir  was  soon  after  hernia  was  **  rather  frequent/'  nay, 
published  in  the  128th  No.  of  the  perhaps,  might  ultimately  be  found  to 
Kdinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour-  offer  a  comparatively  high  ratio  in  ^he 
nal,  BXid  shortlv  afterwards  republished  hard-working  labouring  and  mechanical 
by  myself,  witn  several  other  memoirs,  class  of  the  population,  male  and 
in  a  small  fasciculus  of  Anatomical  and  female,  but  more  especially  the  former, 
Physiological  Memoirs.  there    were    classes    remarkably  free 

These  researches  were  originally  from  this  disease;  amongst  whom  I 
undertaken,  on  my  own  part,  with  a  included  the  very  idle,  the  very  rich, 
view  chiefly  to  shew  that  accurate  data  and,  in  this  country,  the  aspirant  for 
were  altogether  wanting  to  determine  military  honours,  who  would  rather 
the  ratio  of  hernia  to  the  population,  serve  for  sixpence  a  day,  and  do  no 
▼iewing  the  question  almost  m  every  work,  than  live  independent  by  the 
way,  and  that  consequently  the  state-  sweat  of  his  brow. 
ments  of  several  estimable  practical  My  next  critic  was  a  less  candid  one : 
surgeons  and  others,  respecting  the  I  allude  to  Mr.  Marshall,  whose  notions 
g:reat  frequency  of  hernia,  must,  if  ex-  of  statistics  seem  to  me  by  no  means 
tended  to  the  population  generally,  be  very  good.  He  says,  that  the  "  data 
extremely  erroneous,  or,  at  the  very  drawn  from  dissecting  rooms  furnish 
least,  entirely  conjectural.  Another  no  sure  information,  and  especially  no 
object  kept  in  view  in  the  composition  statistics  to  be  depended  on.'*  Now, 
of  ray  memoir  was  the  ascertaining^  in  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Marshall,  this  is 
how  far  a  peculiar  conformation  of  the  speaking  in  great  ignorance,  and  purely 
pelvis  contributed  to  produce  hernia  in  at  random  about  what  he  does  not 
either  sex.  understand ;  and  it  were  easy  to  show, 

No^  sensible  that  my  objects  were    were  it  worth  while,  that  the  statistics 
these,  I  felt  disposed  at  first  to  blame    of  the  practical- rooms,  at  least  in  this 
myself  for  a  certain  want  of  perspi-    part  of  the  kingdom,  are  much  superior 
cuity  in  the  com|X)6ition  of  my  memoir,    to  most  of  his  army  reports  in  every 
inasmuch  as  one  of  the  most  candid    sense.     But  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
critics  of  the  day  (I  had  almost  said    do  so :  Mr.  Marshall  can  have  no  ex- 
the  most  candid   medical    critic,  the    perience  on  these  points, 
writer  of  at  least  a  portion   of   the        My  third  critic   is    M.  Mal^igne, 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  edited    who  seems  to  roe  to  be  deficient  in 
by  Dr.  Johnston)  nas  said,  in  the  notice    candour  in  speaking  of  his  contempo- 
he   favoured   my  memoir  with,  that    raries.    What  he  has  said  in  the  way 
"after having  objected  to  the  conclu-    of  objection  to  my  memoir  may  be 
sions  of  all   others.  Dr.    Knox    has    reduced  simplv  to  two  heads.    1st.  He 
arrived  at  none  himself."    But,  reflect-    accuses  me  of  haviufi^  fallen  into  the 
ing  a|;ain  on  the  very  object  of  my    strange  error  of  ''takinfi^  the  ratio  of 
memoir,   I  saw  that  no  blame  could    hernia  in  a  population  of  a  certain  age, 
attach  to  me  for  not  having  put  before    and  applying  this  ratio  to  the  general 
the  public  data  which  do  not  exist.    I    population."    I  have  looked  over  my 
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memoir  with  the  greatest  care  and  drawing  up  some  official  reports,  made 
attention,  and  I  cannot  find  a  single  the  following  statement.  "Of  82  re- 
passage  warranting  such  an  accusation,  cruits  rejected  for  hernia,  there  were, 
2d.  M.  Malgaignc  has  pointed  out  a    inguinal  32,  ventral  44,  umbilical  6.** 

circumstance  .  leading  to  error  in  my  1  called  the  attention  of  the  readers  of 
mode  of  estimating  tne  ratio  of  hernia    noy  memoir  to  the  extraordinaiy  fact 

cases  occurring  amongst  the  conscripts  of"^  an  army  surgeon  meeting  with  44 

of  the  French  Army.   The  Atheneeum,  cases  of  ventral,  and  6  cases  of  um- 

from  which   I   took  my  information,  bilical  hernia,  in  a  short  space  of  time ; 

simply  stated  that,  of  the  286,420  con-  being  a  greater  number  of  such  cases 

scripts  for  1833,  there  were  4,222  ex-  thanhadi)een  seen  by  half  the  surgeons 

empted  from  service  as  being  affected  of  the  empire.  I  suggested  the  following 

witn  hernia.    Unacquainted  "as  I  am  queries : — Were  these  cases  of  hernia? 

with  the  routine  of  the  French  con-  were  they  not   rather   laxity  of  the 

script  laws,  for  the  non-existence  of  abdominal  parietes  ?    Mr.  Marshall's 

which  we  Britons  have  eveiy  reason  to  statistics    depend    on    his    diaenosis, 

be  thankful  to  Providence,  I  could  not  which  I  hope  he  does  not  consider  in- 

possibly  know  that,  of  these  286,420  fallible;    mine  are  the  result  of  ana- 

who  appeared  as  conscripts,  there  were  tomical  investigation,  made  in  presence 

only  124,603  examined,  of  whom  4,222  of  large  bodies  of  medical  students, 

were  rejected  for  hernia.    Thus,  my  3d.  Again,  I  suggested  that  I  had  seen 

average  should  have  been  rather  more  many    hundreds    of    the    dark    races 

than  three  per  cent  instead  of  one  and  (Canres),  and  I  had  not  noticed  um- 

a  fraction.     Now,  after  all,  this  correc-  bilical  hernia  to  be  at  all  frequent  in 

tion  midies  the  ratio  approximate  more  the  adult,  from  which  I  presume  tliat 

nearly  to  my  own  conjecture.    But  ad-  the  laxity  ofthe  abdominal  walls  around 

mitting  this  correction  to  be  right,  as  I  the  umbilical  orifice,  if  it  exist  in  the 

presume  it  to  be,  does  it  really  give  us  children  of  the  CaiTre,  as  it  is  said  by 

the  ratio  of  hernia  to  the  male  popula-  Mr.  Marshall  to  do  in  the  negro,  must 

tion  of  the  conscript  a^  ?  I  say  it  does  after  a  time  cease.    4th.  In  attempting 

no  such  thing ;  and  this  is  precisely  the  a  comparison  between  the  two  great 

conclusion  I  arrived  at  in  my  original  races  which  inhabit  France,  the  Celt 

memoir.    The  statistics  of  hernia  (an  and  the    Kymri   (which   races,  with 

extremely  difiicnlt  question)  is  quite  M.  Tiers  and  Edwards,  he  seems  to 

open    for    further    inquiry,    notwith-  consider     distinct),      M.     Malgaigne 

standing  the  laborious  **  Researches''  ought,    in    fairness,    to    have    stated 

of  M.  Malgai^e.    In  my  observations  that  I  was  the  first  to  attempt  this 

on  the  Statistics  of  Hernia,  I  took  oc-  new  line   of  inquiry ;  instancing  the 

casion  to  point  out    several    circum-  Saxon  Dutch  at  tne   Cape  of  Good 

stances  forwhich  neither  M.  Malgaigne  Hope  as  being  much  afflicted  with 

nor  my  other  critics  have  given  me  hernia,  or  at  least  presumed  to  be  so 

credit.  on  good  authority,   but  without  ven- 

1st.  I  believe  I  was  the  first  to  shew  turing  to  give  to  such  observations  the 

that  the  estimated  valuations  of  the  name  of "  statistics." 

frequency  of  hernia  to  the  general  popu-    

lation,  by  Messrs.  Turnbull,  Munro,  ^ 

Sir  A.  Cooper,  and  others,  were  entirely  \yfxr'riTr«  AT     r»  A  'ZT^t^t^t 

worthless  as  statistical  inquiries:  this,  ^^Ui^ALi   UAZJJil  li^ 

at  least,  was  coming  to  some  conclusion,  Fridau,  September  22,  1843, 
and  not  leaving  the  matter  where  I 

found  it.     2d.  The  curious  fact  that,  

since  the  Anatomy  Act  came  into  force,  *<  Ucet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  difcnitttem 

hernia  cases  are  very  rarely  met  with  Artis  Medicte  tueri ;  potestat  modo  venieiidi  io 

in   the  Practical  Rooms  in  Scotland.  pubUcum  »it,  diccndi  periculmn  non  rwMo.»» 

This  I  believe  to  be  another  fad,  of  Cicbmo. 

which  I  am  quite  certain,  in  so  far  as 

regards    my    own    Practical    Rooms.  WHAT  IS  QUACKERY? 

3d.  I  took  the  liberty  of  pointing  out  mt         .           i        o     *          ^ 

what  I  thought  to  be  an  extraordinary  ^^^"^  ^«  quackery  ?    A  questipn  more 

use  or  abuse  of  technical  language  on  easily  asked  than  answered,  though  few 

tlie  part  of  Mr.  Marshall,  who,  in  the  perhaps  really  arc,  and  fewer  still  sup^ 
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|i06e  themselves  to  be,  ignorant  of  its  that  has  his  own  corrections,  "  Qoa- 

ineaning.     Dr.  Johnson,  while  follow-  driUe"  means  only  **  a  game  at  cards  ;** 

ing  the  simple  alphabetical  order  in  the  dance  and  the  doctoring  were  not 

fais  definitions,  has  thos  suggested  a  yet  subjects  for  the  full  flow  of  London 

remarkable  development  of  the  subject,  talk.    Next  comes  "  Quack,  ».  s,  from 

•a  consideration  of  which  may  not  only  the  verb,  a  boastful  pretender  to  arts 

he  interesting,  but  have  great  prac-  which  he  does  not  understand.    *  The 

tical  utility,  'change,  schools,  and  pulpits,  are  full 

He  begins  with    "  To  quack,  r.  n.  of  quacks,  jugglers,  and  plagiaries/— 

<from  the  Dutch  quacken,  to  cry  as  a  L' Estrange,*' 

goose)  1.  to  cry  like  a  duck  ;  often  The  'change  did  not,  in  the  time  re- 
written quaake,  to  represent  the  sound  ferred  to,  as  it  does  now,  suggest  only 
the  better."  Nothing  can  be  more  the  notion  of  Spanish  actives  and  the 
simple,  more  unsatirical,  or  inoffensive,  ^^^^t  hut  was  frequented  by  physicians 
than  this  primitive  meaning.  The  as  well  as  merchants,  so  that  the  art  of 
word,  or  one  like  it,  however,  must  physic,  though  not  expressly  mentioned, 
•arely  have  been  used  before  Dutch  was  not  perhaps  meant  to  be  excluded 
was  a  language.  It  is  impossible  to  ^^^  those  touched  by  the  writer.  To 
tielieve  that  frogs  were  admitted  to  resume.  2.  ''A  vain  boastful  pretender 
liave  cried  out  /R^cic-cic-cl,  as  Aristo-  to  physic ;  one  who  proclaims  his  own 
phanes  writes  their  croaking  choruses,  medical  abilities  in  public  places.  *  At 
earlier  than  ducks  and  geese  were  ad-  the  first  appearance  that  a  French 
mitted  to  cry  quack ;  and  the  difficulty  quack  made  in  Paris,  a  boy  walked  be- 
of  writing  the  latter  word  in  the  Greek  fore  him  publishing  with  a  shrill  voice, 
character  without  the  digamma,  would  My  father  cures  all  sorts  of  distempers, 
only  prove  to  an  ingenious  controver-  to  which  the  doctor  added  in  a  grave 
walist  the  necessity  for  that  obsolete  manner,  the  child  says  true.' " — Addh- 
andonoe  disputed  letter.  Hear  Johnson  <^n«  3.  An  artful  tricking  practitioner 
■agaia:  "%  To  chatter  boastingly,  to  in  physic.  '^Despairing  quacks  with 
brag  loudly,  to  talk  ostentatiously.  curses   fied  the  place."— Po/if.     The 

Belie?e  mecbanick  virtuoai  natural  sound  of  the  well-known  bird, 

Cmi  nMethemmoant^nsin  Pocosi,  the  simple  etymon,  gradually  made  to 

Seek  out  for  plaots  with  signatures  .     ,    -.    .i_     .  ^         -  ,  -  , 

To  quack  of  anhrersal  cures.  include  the  idea  of  boastful  yet  hardly 

HuoiBRAs."  dishonest    assumption,    now   conveys 

It  may  here  be  noted,  that  a  neuter  that  of  deceit  and  knavery.  The  awful 

verb  is  the  only  one  mentioned  ;  the  brows  of  the  literary  giant  must  have 

active  verb  "  to  quack,"  in  the  sense  been  more  closely  knitted  when  he  wrote 

of  to  coddle,  to  physic,  or  advise  one*s  as  follows.  ''Quackery, mean  or  bad  acts 

self  or  others,  seems  to  be  a  very  mo-  in  physic ;"    in  physic !  intra  muros 

dem  invention.     Perhaps  no  one  used  peccatur.  No  example  is  given—- could 

the  verb  till  after  modern  dilettanti  had  none  be  found  ?    and  did  the  doctor 

thoroughly  established    the  practice,  with  a  seer's  eye  merely  imagine  in  that 

Thatitisnotamcre  omission  of  the  Doc-  century  a  word,  for  a  thing  to  be  in- 

tor's,  which  he  would  honestly  have  vented  in  a  future  one.    Surely  the 

attributed  to  forgetfulness,  or  '*  sheer  man  who  read  a  dictionary,  and  com- 

ignorance,  madam,"  as  he  did  another  plained  that  though  the  author  seemed 

mistake,  is  probable  from  this,  that  in  very  clever,  his  style  was  rather  uncon- 

the  same  page  of  our  edition,  the  last  nected,  did  not  read  attentively  enough, 
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c  - 


or  did  not  read  Johnson.  His  dictionary,  have  a  conscience,  he  feels  called  upoa 

treated  in  the  synthetical  way,  seems  to  be  modest— to  leave  off  boasting, 

sonietimes  like  a  series  of  Essays — quite  If  he  do  this,  all  may  be  wdl — another 

an  anthology,  from  the  abundance  and  stage  of  the  disorder  has  been  gone 

beauty  of  its  quotations ;  nay  almost  a  through  safely ;  if  not,  and  this  absti- 

poem,  with  the  cantos  shuffled.  nence  is  difficult  to  such  persons,  Yat  is 

To    examine     the     subject    more  in  danger  of  becoming  what  is  accu* 

seriously.    The  regular  practitioner  is  rately  defined  "  quack,  noun  sabstan- 

not  more  exempt  from  temptations  to  tive;**  from  the  verb  1,  a  boastful  pre- 

quackery,  than  the  professor  of  religion  tender  to  an  art  which  he  finds  he 

is  from  temptations  to  hypocrisy,  and  a  does  not  understand  as  well  as  he  once 

little  attention  will  enable  us  to  trace  said  he  did ;  and  when  his  medical 

the  progress  of  the  former  evil,  the  abilities  are  proclaimed  in  public  places 

pathology  of  quackery  from  its  first  — ^when  his  own  peculiar  proselytes 

attack    in    the    healthy  subject,    by  cry  out  in  their  various  shrill  tones  that 

following  the   alphabetical   order   of  he  cures  all  or  any  manner  of  distem- 

words  in  the  dictionary.  pers,  he  admits  with  much  gravity  of 

The  first  symptom  is  a  temptation  countenance  that  they  say  very  true, 
merely  to  talk  loud,  to  make  himself  and  thus  he  furnishes  as  good  an  ex- 
heard — ^simply  to  quack  (the  verb  neu-  ample  as  that  in  the  dictionary  of  ft.  «•  2. 
ter),  natural  to  all,  especially  to  youth,  From  the  passively  appropriating 
and  harmless  enough  if  it  goes  no  fur-  unmerited  applause  to  the  actively  be- 
ther ;  but  it  is  very  apt  to  lead  to  coming  an  artful  tricking  practitioner 
V.  ft.  2 — boasting,  or  making  an  undue  in  physic,  n.  «.  3,  is  a  very  easy  transi- 
parade  of  acquirements,  real  or  [fan-  tion ;  it  follows  naturally  on  more  boast- 
cied ;  and  as  great  modesty  usually  at-  ing,  more  case-hardening  by  time  and 
-tends  great  knowledge,  a  want  of  it  is  competition,  and  to  one  strongly  pre> 
generally  found  amongst  the  ignorant  disposed  is  quite  .'unavoidable.  It  is 
andsuperficial.  Forwardness,  then,  shal-  obvious  that  each  of  these  stages  had 
lowncss,  and  ignorance,  lead  to  boasting,  its  premonitory  symptoms,  and  that 
A  shallow  man  thinks  much  of  his  own  previously  to  each,  conscience  might 
powers,  and  has  not  yet  discovered  his  have  suggested  salutary  treatment,  and 
deficiencies ;  he  assumes  a  character  saved  the  patient.  Those  in  whom  the 
that  does  not  belong  to  him,  but  he  malady  has  fairly  run  its  course  to  this 
does  it  in  ignorance,  and  without  inten-  melancholy  point,  have  by  that  time 
tional  dishonesty ;  he  speaks  only  what  generally  given  proof  of  their  state,  by 
he  thinks  when  he  boasts  of  his  know-  publishing  either  in  bold  whitewash, 
ledge  ;  he  is  merely  mistaken.  Many  or  by  hand-bills,  or  by  advertisement 
remain  in  this  happy  state  of  ignorance,  in  that  particular  column  which  every 
quacking  away,  fcmf  ^onnemenf,  without  newspaper  dedicates  to  their  especial 
meaning  or  knowing  it,  in  Hie  daily  use  use. 
of  the  neuter  verb,  2.  Is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he  should 

But  worse  threatens.    He  who  has  do  this  thing  ^  is  the  natural  excla- 

for  some  time  sustained  a  character  for  mation  on  witnessing  these  gross  of- 

knowledge  which  he  does  not  possess,  fences  against  professional  and  general 

however  honestly  he  may  have  believed  morality ;  but  there  are  certain  of  our 

that  he  did,  is  liable  one  day  to  be  un-  authors,  who,  although  they  seem  to 

deceived  on  this  point;  and  then,  if  he  be  restrained  by  tim^ity,  or,  one  woold 
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fain  hope,  some  better  nrotive*  and  who  fact  strengthens  the  intellect  ot  revives 

never  get  farther  than  a  discreditable  honesty,  will  conduce  to  this  end. 

monograph  on  a  popular  malady  adver-  A  profession,  every  member  of  which 

tiaed  among  the  light  reading  of  the  had  these  qualities  in  abundance,  might 

day,  yet  differ,  in  reality,  rather  in  indeed  have  quacks  for  its  rivals,  but 

degree  than  in  kind  from  the  most  im-  would  triumph  without  a  combat 
blushing. 

Against  the  boastful  pretender  to  an 

art    which   he  does  not   understand,  r^.^^  CARLISLE  CONTROVERSY, 
the  legislature  confesses  its  inability 

or  unwillingness  to  protect  either  the  I'his  unseemly  feud   still   continues. 

public  or  the   profession.      It   must  The  Carlisle  Journal  of  Saturday,  the 

f        .J     ^               1.         1       u         1.  loth  mst.  contains  a  second  letter  from 

be  evident,  as  we  have  elsewhere  ob-  ^y.  Steel,  the  editor,  to  the  Bishop  of 

•erved,    that  although   acU    of  par-  Carlisle.  Hedefends  himself  for  having 

liament    may    compass    the    punish-  drawn  the  public  attention  to  Clark's 

mcnt  of  particular  quacks,  yet  they  «?»«»  ^^\  8?y«»  "  \  undertook  the  un- 

,        ,        ^       ^           T.  pleasant  task,  not  m  concert  with  the 

ftre  powerless   to    prevent    quackery,  ^^^j^^i  men -the  'Medical  Trades 

That  portion  of  the  public  who  have  Union,'  as  they  have  been  called  with 

liberty  to  choose  for  themselves,  who  as  much  vulgaritv  as  indecency— but 

have  inteUigence  enough  to  understand  ?«  a  duty,  which  my  position  as  a 

1      ., ,                   *      1.  i.       4.  1  journalist,  and  a  governor  of  the  Insti- 

plausible  arguments,  but  not  know-  \^^^^^^  ^^j'^    j^p^sed  upon  me." 

ledge  enough  to  detect  fallacies,  must  He  is  highlv  indignant   with    the 

be,  and  always  will  be,  the  subjects  to  Committee  of  the  Infirmary  for  having 

keep  up  the  demand  for  quacks.    Pre-  unanimous! v  declared  that  the  accusa- 

tenders  clever  enough  to  get  on  with-  *'°".«  o/'jeglect  and  improper  treatment 

i«ut«;           ,.  .  '="^"6'   wgci^v    w  wi  against  their  medical  officers  were  to- 

out  the  realities  of  regular  education,  tally  unfounded,    as    proved   on    the 

and   powerful  enough   to  despise  its  inquest.    Mr.  Steel,  also,  stoutly  de- 

Ibrms,  will  always  be  found  to  supply  fends  the  calling  of  an  inquest ;  and 

the  demand.    But  even  practitioners  thinks  it  not  only  justifiable,  but  quite 

,    ,      -          ,     .„    ,          ,     i.       -.  the  usual  sort  of  thing  in  such  a  case — 

regularly  educated  wiU  always  be  found  ^^  opinion  in  which  few  reasonable 

in  greater  or  less  number  to  make  up  persons  will  agree  with  him.    The  in- 

by  quackery  for  those  qualities  which  stances  which  he  cites  to  strengthen 

should  have  enabled  Uiem  to  compete  }^l^  ,^i"™/?*  ^''®,  ?,"*'  ^"  P^^".''    ^^ 

....          -     .       ,  ,      ,          '^    ,  the  l/tn  of  August,  It  seems,  an  inquest 

with  their  professional  brethren,  and  ^^g  j,cld  in  Lancashire  on  an  unfor- 

thua  mislead  many  who  would  shrink  tunate  pauper,  who  died  of  disease  of 

from  employing  a  professed  and  un-  the  lungs,  which  had  been  overlooked 

licensed  quack.  ^Y  the  parish  surgeon,  who  pronounced 

^v             1           c  Ai,     J*  A<  his  sickness  all  a  sham.  Or,  as  another 

The  quackery  of  the  dictionary-  example,  an  inquest  was  lately  held  on 

aiean  or  bad  acte  in  physic— can  be  the  body  of  a  woman  who  died  after 

prevented  only  by  the  prevention  of  delivery.     In  both  these  instances  the 

meanness  and  badness  in  those  who  supposed  error  of  the  practitioner  was 

practise  physic.      A    sound    healthy  IST^t^en^f  in  tZ^'car^sL 

teBimng  of  the  moral  and  intellectual  than  seven  months  intervened,  as  well 

ftcnlties,  diligence  in  the  pursuit  of  as  a  long  treatment  by  other  practi- 

science  and  cultivation  of  art,  modesty  tioners.    Mr.  Steel  answers  the  char^ 

in  the  self-estimation  of  attainments,  ?,^  ^^f^^^^S  the  verdict  of  the  junr  in 

7^     .       7      ,    .      \.  *^""""*'^  «»»  Clark's  case,  by  giving  a  letter  from 

moderaUon   m  desures   for  mere  ap-  Mr.  Carrick,  the  Coroner,  who  ftir- 

plause  or   emolument,    whatever    in  nished  the  verdict  published  in  the 
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Journal  of  the  2d  inst.  and  affirma  it  tions  as  were  relevant  to  the  object  of 

to  be  correct.  the  investigation. 

The  following  extracts  will  interest  With  respect  to  Dr.  Lonsdale*s  con- 
our  readers,  as  it  is  obvious  that  the  nection  witn  this  case,  ^our  Lordship, 
controversy,  though  nominally  carried  at  all  events,  will  not  fail  to  appreciate 
on  by  the  editors  of  the  Journal  and  the  dishonesty  of  the  attempt  to  de- 
thc  Patriot,  is  really  sustained  by  pro-  tract  from  the  weight  of  his  evidence 
fessional  combatants.  Each  faction  in  by  insinuating  the  imputation  of  male- 
Carlisle  might  say  to  the  mouth-piece  volence ;  as  you  will  have  no  difficulty 
of  its  rivals —  in  estimating  the  amount  of  truth  in 
Nonmetaafervidaterrent  the  assertion  that  he  was  "an  unsuc- 
Dicta,  ferox ;  Dii  me  terrent,  et  Japiter  bostii.  cessful  competitor  with  Dr-  Bames  for 

From  theCarlisUJoumalofSept.  16M.*  P^^^'^^^ ^"  t*^^  district,"  whilst  residing 

_,, .           -.     ,       ..,      .1.            ^  some  years  ago  as  a  general  practitioner 

This,  my  Lord,  settles  the  question  in  your  Lordship's  own  neigWurhood 

of  the  coroner's  duties  and  responsi-  The  very  grossness  of  the  assertion  de- 

bihties,  and  I  venture  to  prophecy  that  f^jg  its  object, 
we  shall  not  a^m  hear  a  repetition  of 

the  threats  which  have  been  so  abun*  From  the  Carlisle  Patriot  of  Sept.  Wk. 

dantly  thrown  out  within  the  last  ten  Mr.  Steel  then  enlarges  upon  the 

days,  of  instituting  legal  proceedings  treatment  of  the  patient  Clarke  in  the 

against  him  for  doing  ihat  which,  had  infirmary,  but  it  is  clear  that  all  his 

he  failed  to  do,  would  have  Rubiected  g^owy  information  upon  this  part  of 

him  to  fine  and  imprisonment.  Of  Mr.  the  subject  is  derived  exclusively  from 

Camck's  mode  of  conducting  the  in-  the  doctors  who  attended  Clarke  for 

quest  It  IS  unnecessary  to  say  much,  four  months  previous  to  his  death,  and 

The  Coroners  Court  is  a  Court    of  u^der,  or  in  spite  of,  whose  treatment 

twyuiry,— and,  if  it  be  not  intended  he  sunk.    Dr.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Elliot 

to  frustrate  the  very  object  of  its  insti-  agreed  to  consider  Clarke's  case  one  of 

tution,  a  much  wider  latitude  must  be  that  particular  kind  of  scrofulous  affec- 

given  to  the  examination  of  witnesses  tion  of  the  hip-joint  commonly  known 

than  IS  either  necessary  or  reqmred  m  ^s  morlms  coxaHus,  which  is  a  surgical 

our  courts  of  record.    In  the  one  case,  case,    usually    occurring     in    young 

the  coroner  has  often  to  grope  his  way  children,  and  never  within  the  reading 

in  the  dark,  amidst  unwilFing  or  hostile  or    experience   of   even  the   Mediad 

witnesses,  whilst  in  the  other  every  Trades  Unionists,  in  adults  of  fifty 

thing  IS   prepared,  and  it  is  known  years  of  age,  as  Clarke  was.    All  their 

exactly  what  each  individual  can  say,  charge,  afl  their  treatment,  and  the 

and  the  precise  bearing  of  his  evidence  ^ope  of  their  conspiracy,  rested  upon 

upon  the  case.    Here  strict  rules  may  the  correctness  of  this  view  of  his  cise. 

be   observed;    but  were   they  to    be  But  in  point  of  fact  it  has  been  proved, 

applied  by  the  coroner,  m  nine  cases  ^e  may  say  to  demonstration,  that  thi^ 

out  of  ten  his  inquiry  would  prove  a  patient's  affection  was  one  of  «  rkeumm^ 

total    failure.    The    medical   journals  Sim,"  to  which  he  had  been  constantly 

remark    upon  Dr.  Jackson    and  Mr.  subject    for  eight   years,    and    mor^ 

Elliot  being  allowed  to  put  questions  p^vious  to  his  death,  and  with  which 

to    the  witnesses.    In    making   such  several  members  of  his  femily  were 

remark,  they  were  not  aware  that  these  affected;  but  it  was  accompanied  by 


by  Dr.  Barnes  as  the  men  by  whose  eoxarius  for  which  Dr.  Bames  treated 

treatment  the  death  of  Clark  had  been  the  deceased.    The  erudition  of  Mr. 

accelerated;  and  standing  m  that  posi-  steel,  therefore,  however  laborioa«ly 

tion.  they  were  fully  entitled,  in  that  got  up  for  the  nonce,  the  reading  and 

or  any  other  court,  to  put  such  ques-  experience,    such  as  it  was,    oT  the 

♦  In  OUT  laat  number,  the  extract  beginninff,  doctors  who  Operated  upon  Clarke,  and 

"When  1  left"  (page  S78,  col.  1),  and  endinf,  the   testimony   of   those    who    subse- 

'* remarked  It"  (coL  3),  ibonld  naye  been  lepa-  n,<io«i»i»   ««»   >«im     «««<i    ««*««.    ^c  «u.<. 

rated  from  the  prerious  pasaage,  as  it  is  talcen  q^^ntly   saw   him,   and   even   of  that 

from  a  different  part  of  tbeCarOsie  Journal.  "eminent"  personage  who  pretended 
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to  give  an  opinion  without  having  seen  2.    Of  having  attained  the  full  age  of 

the  case  at  all,  were  utterly  inapplicable  21  years : 

to  the  particular  affection  under  which  As  eYidence  of  age,  a  copy  of  the  baptis- 

Clarke  laboured  when  a  patient  of  the  ™«i  register  will  be  reqmred  in  every  case 

infirmary,  and  in  this  opinion  we  are  where  it  can  possibly  be  procured. 

borne  out  to  a  considerable  extent  by  ^-  Of  good  Moral  Conduct  : 

the  opinions  of  the  medical  journals,  ^  testimonial  of  moral  character  from  the 

which  we  publish  in  full  in  our  last  ««ntleman  to  whom  the  Candidate  has  been 

page.     •     •     •     They  gave  him  pro-  f^  apprentice,  will  always  be  more  satisfac- 

^ional  attendance  for  17  weeks,  and  *°7  than  from  any  other  person. 

then  theman  died;  upon  which  they  MediciJlltulyt^o'^^^^^^^ 

requestedthecoronertoholdanmquest  utions  of  the  Court.           ^              ^^ 
upon  the  body  of  one  who  had  virtually 

become  their  own  patient — because,  Course  of  Study, 

forsooth,  they  did  not  feel  easy  at  the  Every  Candidate    whose  attendance  on 

imputations  likelv  to  attach   to   their  Lectures  commenced  on  or  after  the  Ist  of 

treatment.  They  have  attempted,  there-  October,  1835,  must  have  attended  the  fol- 

fore»  to  remove  the  blame  from  their  lowing  Lectures  and  Medical  Practice  during 

own  shoulders  to  the  medical  officers  of  not  less  than  three  winter  and  two  summer 

the  infirmary,  who,   it  must    be    re-  sessions :  each  winter  session  to  consist  of 

membered,  haid  not  seen  the  man  for  ^ot  less  than  six  months,  and  to  commence 

nearly  eight  months,  and  who,  there-  ^^^  sooner  than  the  1st  nor  later  than  tho 

fore,   could  know  nothing  about   the  ^^^  October ;  and  each  summer  session  to 

cause  of  his  death,  much  less  be  held  f^^^  ^o"  ^^  ^«t  of  May  to  the  31st  of 

*^                      '  First  Winter  Session, — Chemistry.  Ana- 
tomy  and  Physiology.     Anatomical  Demon- 
strations.    Materia  Medica  and  Therapeu- 
REGULATIONS  TO   BE   OBSERVED  tics ;  this  course  may  be  divided  into  two 

nv  cTTTmnsTTQ  P*^  °^  ^^^  Lectures  each,  one  of  which 

BY  S»TUUJ£JNlb  may  be  attended  in  the  Summer. 

IMTSNDINO  TO  QUALIFY  THEMSELVES  First  Summer   Session,  —  Botany  and 

TO  PRACTISE  AS  Vegetable  Physiology;  either  before  or  after 

^^^  ,„  „^,«.r  .^Tw^  .-..T^  the  first  winter  Session. 

APOTHECARIES  IN  ENGLAND  AND  geeond  Winter  S««on.-Anatomy  and 

WALES,  1843.  Physiology.       Anatomical  Demonstrations. 

Dissections.      Principles    and   Practice   of 

Medicine. 

[We  ha'fe  just  received  the  new  edition  of  Second  Summer  Session. — Forensic  Me- 

tlie  ReguktioDi  of  the  Society  of  Apothe-  dicine. 


I,  which  we  subjoin  in  full,  believing  it  Third    Winter   Session,  —  Dissections. 

may  be  eonvenient  for  medical  students  to  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 

have  them  before  they  commence  their  winter  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women 

courses.— Ed.  Gaz.]  and  Children,  two  courses,  in  separate  ses- 
sions, and  subsequent  to  the  termination  of 

Eybrt  Candidate  for  a  Certificate  of  Quali-  the  first  winter  session. 

fication  to  pivctise  as  an  Apothecary,  will  Practical  Midwifery,  at  any  time  after  the 

be  required  to  produce  Testimonials,  conclusion  of  the  first  course  of  Midwifery 

I.  Of  having  served  an  Apprenticeship,  Lectures. 

of  not  less  than  five  years,  to  an  Apothecary :  Medical  Practice  during  the  full  term  of 

No  gentleman  practising  as  an  apothecary  eighteen  months,   from  or  after  the  com- 

fai  Bngland  or  Wales  can  give  his  apprentice  mencement  of  the  second  winter  session ; 

a  Itgal  title  to   examination,  unless  he  is  twelve  months  at  a  recognised  hospital,  and 

Umself  legally  qualified  to  practise  as  an  six  months  at  a  recognised  hospital,  or  a 

Apothecary,  either  by  having  been  in  prac-  recognised  dispensary ;   in  connection  with 

tiee  prior  to  or  on  tho  1st  of  August,  1815,  the  hospital  attendance,  a  course  of  clinieai 

or  by  having  received  a  certificate  of  qualifi-  lectures,  and  instruction  in  morbid  anatomy, 

eslkni  from  Uie  Court  of  Examiners.     An  will  be  required. 

■pproiticeddp  for  not  less  than  five  years  to  The  sessional  course  of  instruction  in  each 

Surgeons  practising  as  Apothecaries  in  Ire-  subject  of  study  is  to  consist  of  not  less  than 

had  and  Scotland,  gives  to  the  apprentice  a  the  following  number  of  lectures  : 

titlo  to  be  admitted  to  examination.  One  hundred  on  chemistry.  One  hundred 
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on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapenfics.    One  On  Midwifery,  a  mnteain,  and  sach  ap- 

hundred  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  pointment  in  a  public  institution  as  may 

Medicine.      Sixty  on   Midwifery,   and  the  afford  the  means  of  practicai  instruction  to 

Diseases  of  Women  and  Children.     Fifty  on  the  pupils. 

BoUny  and  Vegetable  Physiology*  The  lecturer  on  the  Principles  and  Ptm- 

Every  ejcamination  of  an  hour's  doration  tice  of  Medicine,  if  he  lectures  in  London, 

will  be  deemed  equivalent  to  a  lecture*.  must  be  a  member  of  the  Royal  Colkige  of 

The    lectures    required   in  each   course  Physicians  of  London  ;  and  if  in  a  provincial 

must  be  given  on  separate  days.  town,  either  a  member  of  the  Royal  College 

The  lectures  on  Anatomy  imd  I4iysio]ogy,  of  burgeons  of  London,  or  a  graduated 

and  the  Anatomical  Demonstrations,  must  be  Doctor  of  Medicine  of  a  British  University 

in  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  the  of  four  years'  standing,  unless  prior  to  hb 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  London  in  graduation  he  had  been  for  four  years  i 

every  respect.  Uoentiate  of  this  Court. 

Candidates  must  also  bring  testimonials  of  The  lecturer    on  Materia    Medica   and 

instruction  in  Practical  Chemistry,  and  of  Therapeutics  must  be  a  member  of  the  Royal 

having  dissected  the  whole  of  the  human  College  of  Physicians,  or  a  graduated  Doctor 

body  once  at  least.  of  Medicine  of  a  British  University  of  fo«r 

llie  above  course  of  study  may  be  ez-  years'  standing ;   or  he  most  baive  been  a 

tended  over   a   longer   period  than  three  licentiate  of  tUs  Coort  for  the  aune  period. 

winter  and  two  summer  sessions,  provided  The  lecturer  on  Midwifory  most  be  a 

the  lectures  and  medical  practice  are  attended  member  of  one  of  the  legally  constitated 

in  the  prescribed  order,  and  in  the  required  Colleges  of  Physicians  or  Sorgeona  in  the 

sessions.  United  Kingdom,  of  four  years'  standing. 

Those    gentlemen  whose  attendance  on  or  he  must  have  been  a  licentiate  of  tldi 

lectures  commenced  before  the  Ist  of  Oct.  Court  for  the  same  period. 

1835,   will  be    allowed  to  complete  their  The  names  of  the  lectorers  recognised  by 

studies  in    conformity  with    the  previous  the  Court  may  be  known  on  application  to 

Regulations  of  the  Court.  the  Secretary  at  the  Hall  of  the  Society. 

The  certificates  of  teachers  recognised  by 

Reeoffnition  qf  Lecturers  and  Schools.  ^y^^  constituted  medical  authorities  in  DnbHn, 

No  Member  of  the  Court  of  Eiaminera  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen,  as  also 

will  be  recognised    as  a  lecturer  on  any  those  of  the  medical  professors  in  Foreign 

branch  of  medical  science.  Universities,  are  received  by  the  Court. 

The  Court  will  not  recognise  any  lecturer  Much  inconvenience  having  arisen  from 
unless  he  lectures  in  connection  with  a  the  presentation  of  scbedulea  signed  by 
recognised  medical  school ;  nor  will  they  lecturers  unknown  to  the  Court,  it  is  par- 
recognise  a  lecturer  on  more  than  two  ticukirly  requested  that  the  Registrars  of  the 
branches  of  medical  science ;  nor  will  they  medical  schools  will  forhirii  a  correct  list  of 
reciognise  a  lecturer  nntil  he  has  produced  their  recognised  teachers  to  the  Secretary  of 
very  satisfsctory  testimonials  of  his  attain-  this  Court,  at  the  commencement  of  every 
ments  in  the  science  he  purposes  to  teach,  winter  session. 

and  of  his  ability  as  a  teacher  thereof,  from  No   Hospital  will  be  recognised  by  the 

at  least  two  persons  of  scknowledged  talents  Court,  unless 

and  distinguished  acquirements  in  the  par-  i.  It  contain  at  least  one  hundred  beds  : 

ticular  branch  of  science  in  question ;  nor  2.  It  be  under  the  care  of  two  or  more 

will  they  recognise  a  lecturer  until  he  has  physicians,  members  of  the  Royal  College  of 

given  a  public  course  of  lectures  on  the  sub-  Physicians  of  London,  or  graduated  Doctors 

ject  he  purposes  to  teach  ;  but  if,  after  such  of  Medicme  of  a  British  University  : 

preliminary  course,   the  lecturer    shall  be  3.  The  physicians  give  a  regular  course  of 

recognised,  certificates  of  attendance  on  that  clinical  lectures  and  instruction  in  morbid 

course  will  be  received.  anatomy : 

Satisfactory  assurance  must  also  be  given  4.  The  apothecary,  be  legally  qualified, 

that  the  teacher  is  in  possession  of  the  means  either  by  having  been  in  practice  prior  to  the 

requisite  for    the   foil    illustration  of   his  1st  of  August,  1815,  or  by  having  received 

lectures,  via.  that  he  has,  if  lecturing —  a  certificate  firom  this  Court. 

On  Chemistry,  a  laboratory  and  compe-  No  Dispensary  will  be  recognised  by  tlw 

tent  apparatus :  Court,  unless  it  be  situated  in  some  town 

On  Materia  Medica,  a  museum  sofficienUy  where  there  is  a  reoogniaed  medical  sdiool, 

extensive :  and  be  under  the  care  of  at  least  two  phy- 

On  Botany,  a  hortus  siccus,  plates  qr  gicians  and  an  apothecary  legally  quaUfied. 

drawings,  and  recent  plants ; No  Medical  Practice  will  be  available, 

"«  The  Court  particulariy  request  attention  to  ««i«»  ''\^^  "^"^  in  amformity  with  tha 

this  clause.  course  of  study  prescribed  for  pupus. 
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Re§U4ra4ion  of  Tefiimoniah.  ThomM  Fawdington,   Esq.    Lecturers    on 

,      .                  •  *  J  Anatomy. 

AU  teatimomals  miwt  be  given  on  a  printed  Newcastle.— -William  Dawson,  Esq.  Lee- 

schedule*,  with  which  students  wiU  be  sup-  ^^^^  ^  Midwifery, 

plied  at  the  time  of  their  first  registraUon :  Sheffield.  —  W.  Jackson,  Esq.  Lecturer 

In  London,  at  this  Hall.       _,     -     , ,  on  Anatomy. 

In  Edinburgh,  at  Messrs.  Mac  Lachlan  York.— John  Hopps,  Esq.  Lecturer  on 

and  Stewart's,  booksellers.  Anatomy. 

In  Dublin,  at  Messrs.  Hodges  and  Smith  s, 

booksellers.  Preliminary  Bsumination. 

In  the  Provincial  Towns,  from  the  gentle-  students  may  undergo  their  Latin  ezamina- 

en  who  keep  the  registers  of  the  medical  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  firgt  r^gtration. 


the  regulations  of  the  Court,  whose  namoi  ^.^  ^  admitted  on  each  successive  Saturday ; 

and  classes  in  the  register  correspond  with  ^^^  unless  twenty  names  are  entered  on  the 

their  schedules.      ^  list,  no  examination  will  take  place.     Candi- 

Tickets    of   admission    to   lectures    and  d^tes  are  required  to  attend  at  half-past  three 

medical  practice  must  be  registered  in  the  Qt^iQ^.^^   ^d  those  who  fail  to  pass  tins 

months  of  October  and  May  ;  but  no  ticket  examination  satisfactorily,   wiU  not  be  re- 

will  be  registered  unless  it  be  dated  withm  admitted  until  they  appear  for  their  general 

eeven  days  of  the  commencement  of  the  examination, 
course :  and  certificates  of  attendance  must 

be  registered  in  the  months  of  April  and  Examinatitm. 
August.     Due  notice  of  the  days  and  houra  Exery  person  intending  to  offer  himself 
of  such  registrations  wiU  be  given  from  time  ^^^  examination  must  give  notice  bi  writirg 
to  time.                                                     A  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Society  on  or  before  the 
The  Court  also  require  students  at  tbe  i^Q^jay  previously  to  the  day  of  Examina- 
provincial  medical  schools  to  register  th«r  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^g^  ^^  the  same  time  deposit  all 
names  in  their  own  hand-writing,  with  ^  ^^  required  testimonials  at  the  office  of  the 
registrar  of  each  respective  school,  within  beadle,  where  attendance  is  given  every  day, 
the  first  twenty-one  days  of  October,  and  except  Sunday,  from  Twi  until  i^bnr  o'clock, 
first  fourteen  days  of  May  ;  and  to- register  ,jy^^  examination  of  the  candidate  for  a 
their  certificates  of  having  duly   attended  certificate  of  qualification  to  practise  as  an 
lectures  or  medical  practice  within  fourteen  ^^pothecary,  will  be  as  follows  :— 
days  of  the  completion  of  such  attendance.  j^  translating  portions  of  -the  first  four 
The  registrars  are  requested  to  furnish  t^  ^^^^  ^^  Celsus  de  Medicinft,  and  of  the  first 
Court  of  Examiners  witii  a  copy  of  eadi  twenty-three  chapters  of  Gregory's  Con- 
registration  immediately  after  its  close,  as  j,pectus  Medicinse  Theoretic*, 
those  studento  only  will  be  admitted  to  ex-  j^^  ptfygjcians*  Prescriptions,  and  the  Phar- 
amination  whose    registrations   have  been  „jacopoBia  Londinensis. 
duly  communicated  to  the  Court.  I„  Chemistry. 

.     .      ^r  xrfi-        In  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

Namee  qf  Gentlemen  hating  the  care  qfthi        ^  ^^^  ^ 

Begietere.  In  Anatomy  and  Phviiology. 

Bath.— R.  T.   Gore,  Esq.  Lecturer  on  in  the  Prmdples  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Anatomy.  This  branch  of  the  examination  embracea  an 

Birmingham. — W.    Sands    Cox,   Esq.  jnq^iry  into  the    pregnant  and  puerperal 

Lecturer  on  Anatomy.  states ;  and  also  into  the  diseases  of  children. 

Bristol.— -Dr.  Wallis,  Henry  Clark,  Esq.  j^  examination  of  tiie  candidate  for  a 

Lecturers  on  Anatomy.  certificate  of  qualification  to  act  as  assistant 

Hull.— Edward  Wallis,  Esq.  Lecturer  on  ^  ^^^^  apothecary,  in  compounding  and  dia- 

Anatomy.                                  „      ,    _^  pcnsing  medicines,  will  be  aa  follows  :-- 

Leeds.— Thomas  Nunncley,  Esq.  lecturer  *"  j^  translating  Physicians'  Preacnptiont, 

on  Anatomy.  and  the  Pharmacopoeia  Londinensls. 

Liverpool.  —  Dr.  MalinI,   Lecturer    on  j^  pharmacy  and  Materia  Medica. 

Medical  Jurisprudence.  By  the  22d  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament, 

Manchester.  —  Thomas    Turner,    Esq.;  no  rqected  candidate  for  a  certificate  to  prac- 

.^ • tise  as  an  apothecary  can  be  re-examined 

•  It  is  particulariyrequerted  that  the  lecturer  ^^a  ^i^^  expiration  of  six  monthsfrom  his 

hhnself  wSiUl  up  the  blanks  in  tbe  schedule,  *      er  examination  ;  and  no  rqected  candl- 
gpedfying  the  mode  of  attendance. 
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date  as  an  assistant  until  the  expiration  of  aa  competent  to  be  medical  offieen  tttider  tke 

three  months.  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  aa  peraons  having 

The  Coort  meet  in  the  Hall  ev€ry  TTkun-  the  diploma  of  the  RofalCcdlqgtof  Snigeoaa 

dayt  where  candidates  are  required  to  attend  in  London, 

at  a  quarter  before  ftmr  o'dook.  "  2.  lliat  penona  lunrhi^oftlj  Scoteh  and 

The  Act  directs  the  following  sums  to  be  Irish  medical  qualifications  are  not,  as  svch, 

paid  for  certificates.  competent  to  practise  pharmacy  in  Kngland 

For  London,  and  within  ten  miles  thereof »  and  Wales, 

ten  guineas.  *'  The  commissioners  think  they  are,  bj 

For  aU  other  parts  of  England  and  Wales,  this  opinion,  justified  in  admitting  peraons 

six  guineas.  having  a  surgical  diploma  or  degree  from  a 

Persons  having  paid  the  latter  sum  become  Royal  college  or  university  in  Scotland  or 

entitled  to  practise  in  London,  and  within  Ireland  to  the  same  rights  under  the  Poor 

ten  miles  thereof,  by  paying  four  guineas  in  Law  Amendment  Act  as  members  of  the 

addition.  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  London. 

For  an  Assistant'e  certificate  two  guineas.  '*  The  commissioners  will,  therefore,  be 

By  order  of  the  Court,  prepared  to  consent  to  such  arrangements, 

Henry  Blatch,  Sec.  and  to  make  such  modifications  in  their 

Apothecaries'  Hall,  general  order  of  the  12th  of  March,  1842, 

Aug.  1848.  ^  jj^j^y  ^  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the 

For  information  relative  to  these  Regula-  ^yy^^^  recited    opinion    of   the    Attorney- 

tions,  students  are  referred  to  the  Beadle,  at     General. I  am  sir 

Apothecaries'  HaU,  every  day  (Sunday  ex-  Your  VCTy  obedient  servant, 

oepted),  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  four  «  £,  Cbadwick   Set,*' 
o'clock. 

It  is  expressly  ordered  by  the  Court  of  Question  arising  out   of  the   Case.  — 

Examiners,  that  no  gratuity  be  received  by  "Whether  persons  on  whom  medical  degrees, 

any  officer  or  servant  of  the  Coort.  diploma,  or  licenses  have  been  conferred  by 

Information  on  all  subjecte  connected  with  '^  universities  or  other  medical  authorities 

the  **  Act  for  better  r^ulating  the  Practice  "*  Scotbmd  or  Irekmd,  are  competent  to  be 

of  Apothecaries,''  may  be  obtained  on  appU-  •ppointed  and  to  act  as  medical  officers  under 

cation  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Upton,  Clerk  of  the  ^^  ^th  and  5th  William  IV.,  c.  76  ?" 

Society,  at  the  Hall  every  day  (Sunday  ex-  Opinion.—**  We  are  of  opinion,  that  as 

cepted)  between  the  hours  of  one  and  three  ^"^  *«  ^^  question  of  surgery  is  concerned, 

o'clock.  those  persons  who  have  a  suigical  diploma, 

or  degree,  from  a  Royal  college  or  university 

— ^— ^— — — — .^— — — — —  j^  Scotland  or  Ireland,  are  (in  point  of  law) 

QUALIFICATIONS  OF  MEDICAL  as  competent  to  be  appointed  and  to  act  as 

OFFICERS  OF  POOR  LAW  UNIONS,  medical  officers  under  the  statute  referred  to 

,„        ^,    ,„   ,        ,       .         V  as  the  persons  who  have  the  diploma  of  the 

{From  the  Western  Luminary.)  ^^^  College  of  Surgeons  in  London. 

**  With  respect  to  pharmacy,  the  right  to 

We  have  been  favoured  with  the  following  practise  in  England  and  Wales  is  confined 
letter  and  opinion  relating  to  a  matter  of  ^  ^o»e  who  have  the  license  or  certificate 
great  importance  to  members  of  the  medical  ©^  ^*>e  Apothecaries'  Company,  and  other 
profession,  by  Mr.  J.  G.  BidwUl,  clerk  to  persons  whose  rights  are  saved  by  the 
the  St.  Thomas  Union.  Apothecaries'  Acts ;  and  in  our  opinion  per- 
il n      T      r^  ^    '   t     r^^     a           . »  ^i^s  having  Scotch  and  Irish  medical  degrees 

'*  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Somerset  House,     ..^^* y  ui^.  j  ^ 

August  31, 1843.  *^^  °°^  among  such  last  named  persons. 

"  Sir, — In  consequence  of  a  communica-  ^^  « '  tJ?''"^^*,'» 

tion  made  to  them  by  Her  Majesty's  Prin-      ^^ &.  Martin. 

cipal    Secretary  of   State    for    the   Home 

Department,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  NEWS  FROM  A>*TIGUA. 

have  consulted  the  Attorney-General  and  ^^ 

another    counsel    on    the    competency    of 

medical  practitioners  possessing  Scotch  and  Wb  are  indebted  to  a  correspondent  for 

Irish  qualifications  to  act  as  officers  in  a  three    numbers    of    the    Antigua    Weekly 

union    or    parish    under    the    Poor    Law  Register,   being  those  for  the  4th,    11th, 

Amendment  Act.  and    18th   of  July.     The  most  interesting 

"The  effect  of  this  opinion  (a  copy  of  article  contained  in  them  is  the  report  of  a 

which  is  annexed  for  your  information)  is  as  trial  for  poisoning,  which  took  place  on  the 

follows: —  14th    of   June.     The   prisoner,   a  woman 

*'].  That  persons  having  a  surgical  dip-  named   Patience,   was  indicted  for   having 

loma  or  degree  from  a  Royal  college  or  poisoned   four    of   her    half-brothers   with 

university  in  Scotland  or  Ireland,  are  legally  arsenic.     She  had  already  been  indicted  for 
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the  nine  offence  last  December;  but  the  VARUS    MENTAGRA    AND    GUTTA 

was  necessarily  cut  short.     This  year  the  AND  ACNE  OF  WILLAN, 

March  sessions  were  postponed,  on  account  trbated  with   sulphate  of   iron 

of  the  earthquake  in  February.  extbrnallt. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  simple  enough. 

The  chUdren  died  after  eating  porridge  pre-  B^  W.  Dautbrobr. 

pared  by  the  prisoner;    and  arsenic  was  ...^ 

found  not  only  in  the  porridge,  but  in  the  Qf  all  the  modes  of  treatment  recommended 

stomachs  of  two  of  the  i?ictims.     Moreover,  fy^  these  obstinate  affections,  the  following 

one  Robert  Brown,  shopman  to  Dr.  Fw-  appears  to  have  been  the  most  useful  in  the 

gusson,   declared    at    the  inquest  that  he  author's  hands. 

had  not  sold  any  arsenic  to  Patieiioe,  but  xhe  sulphate  of  iron  in  different  forms 

declared  afterwards  that  he  Aa<l.     As  this  i^f^  j^^  efficacious  local  remedy  for  the 

second  declaration,  however,  did  not  take  pustular  inflammation  of  gutta  rosea,  and 

place  till  Brown's  memory  had  been  re-  mentagra. 

freshed  by  a  procUmation  offering  a  reward  ^  j,  „^  ^  solution,  either  by  bathing 

for  the  discovery  of  the  murderer,  the  jury  f^y^  ^^  affected,  or  by  applying  linen  dipped 

do  not  appear  to  have  believed  it.    We  i^  i^  q^  ^y  sprinkling  the  ulcerated  parts  of 

•nppose  that  Brown  was  a  witness  at  the  the  menttyra  with  a  mixture  of  charcoal  and 

trial,  but  in  the  report  before  us  his  evidence  sulphate  of  iron.     This  mixture  need  not  be 

is  merely  given    at    second-hand   by  Dr.  findy  levigated,  for  it  then  forms  a  crust  too 

Fergusson.  easily,   becomes  lumpy,  and  is  not  easily 

When  the  earthquakeoccurred  in  February,  amoved  by  washing  the  beard.     In  spite 

<*  Patience  was  locked  up  in  the  room  allotted  ^f    his  previous   opinions,   M.  Dauverger 

to  her  on  the  upper  floor  of  the  jail,  and  as  also  tried  a  pommade  of  sulphate  of  iron, 

the  walls  fell  she  made  her  way  through  the  ^^t  y^^  obli^d  to  give  it  up.     The  foUow- 

crumbling  masses,  and    leaping  from   the  ing  are  the  formulae  employed  by  him. 

gallery  into  the  yard,   escaped  without  a  No.    1 .  — Sulphate  of  iron  twenty-five 

contusion.     Although  it  is  unquestionable  p-ammes.     DistUled    water    two    hundred 

that  she  was  frequently  absent  from  the  grammes.     Dissolve, 

prison  at  night,  owing  to  the  insecure  sUte  ^q,  2.— Sulphate  of  iron  fifty  grammes, 

of  the  ruins,  she  invariably  returned,  and  DigtiUed    water    two     hundred    grammes, 

remained  in  custody  until  the  morning  of  Dissolve. 

her  trial."    This  circumstance,  no  doubt,  jjo.  Z.-^F^rro^earbonie  powder.      Sul- 

had  its  weight  with  the  jury,  who,  after  an  ^i^^  ^f  i^n  ten  grammes.  Charcoal  thirty- 

absence  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  returned  g^g  grammes.     Powder  and  mix. 

into  court  with  a  verdict  of  acquittal.  xhe  author  first  treaU  the  Inflammatory 

"  The  prisoner  was  immediately  discharged  symptoms  with  emollients ;  when  he  thinks 

amidst  the  noisy  and  indecorous  expressions  ^^^^^  sufficientiy   reduced,    he   orders  the 

of  applause  indulged  in  by  the  crowd  which  paUent  to  bathe  the  part  twice  a  day  with 

thronged    the  court    and    its    approaches,  ^^j,    glawes    of    warm    water    containing 

Only  one  man  was  seueed,  who  was  joining  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  spoonfuls  of  the  solution  No.  1. 

in  the  uproar ;  and  he  was  forthwith  com-  ^  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards,  he  pre- 

mitted  by  the  Bench  to  the  Common  Jsil  for  scribes  a  local  bath  of  an  emollient  decoc- 

thirty  days."  tion ;  and  afterwards,  if  possible,  the  appli- 

This  trial  leaves  an  unsatisfactory  impres-  ^^^j^  ^f  ^  poultice  of  the  same  kind.  When 

sion  on  the  mind  :  one  is  scarcely  convinced  ^o  further  improvement  takes  place  under 

of  the  innocence  of  Patience ;  and  if  she  u  t|,|g  treatment,  he  has  recourse  to  No.*2, 

innocent,   what  must    Robert   Brown   be  ?  ^hich  is  twice  the  strength  of  the  former. 

The   earth,  vast  as  it  is,  U  scarcely  wide  ^^  proceeds  in  the  same  way.     The  author 

enough  for  both  I  employs  general  means  of  treatment  at  the 

We  wiU  extract  another  paragraph  from  ^^^  timt,— Gazette  Medicate,    Sept.    9, 

these  Registers,  of  a  more  agreeable  cast.  1843. 

*'  We  are  informed  that  fifteen  fogitive     __._! 

slaves,  from  Guadeloupe,  arrived  in  a  small  ^  ^„^«.,^,.,^tt« 

boat  .t  the  Wand  of  Mont«>rrat  last  week."  CONVENIENT  MODE  OP  ADMIN  IS- 

Oor  colonies  now  enjoy,  like  their  mother  TERING  OIL  OF  TURPENTINE, 

country,  the  privilege  of  giving  tre^om ^  B    ,^  Boochabdat. 

the  slave ;  to  Aim  every  rock  over  which  the  ' 
British  flag  floats  is  a  sanctuary,  where  **  the 

wicked  cease  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  The  oil  of  turpentine  is  very  often  used 

are  at  rest."  internally,    imd  might    be    employed  still 
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more  frequentlyy  were  it  not  that  the  qbuaI 
formulae  for  its  administration,  such  as  the 
terebinthinous  ether,  or  Dorand's  remedy, 
turpentine  emulsion,  and  the  different  tere- 
binthinous mixtures,  all  fail  in  masking  the 
disagreeable  taste  of  this  medicine.  The 
following,  however,  is  the  form  of  an 
electuary  which  M.  Bouchardat  assures  us 
may  be  administered  with  the  greatest  ease. 

Take  of  gum  acada,  ten  grammes ;  mix 
it  with  ten  grammes  of  water ;  aidd  of 
white  honey,  fifty  grammes  ;  oil  of 
turpentine,  fifty  grammes;  carbonate  of 
magnesia,  q.  s.     Make  a  soft  electuary. 

The  dose  is  from  2  to  10  grammes  (36  to 
180  grains)  a  day,  in  unleaTened  bread. 

In  some  cases  a  little  opium,  or  from  10 
to  20  drops  of  Rousseau's  laudanum,  may 
be  added  to  the  mucilage  In  the  above  mix- 
ture.— Bulletin  G^niral  de  T^erapeuHque, 
and  Gojr.  Medicate, 


drew,  Garmartben.— J.  Tate»  Madeley,  8aki|»<- 
J.  C.  Wickham,  DidmartOD.  OloiiccaterahUc— 
O.  J.  Ganthorpe.~N.  C.  Latham,  Wigan.— H.  S. 
Norris,  South  Fetbenton. 

A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of   deaths  fh>m  all 
causes  registered  in    tiie    wedL 
Saturday,  Sept.  9,  1843. 

Small  Fox 

Measles  

Scarlatina  

Hooping  Cough  

Croup  

Thrash    

Diarrhoea    

Dysentery  

Cholera 

Influenxa 

Ajnie 

Remittent  Fever 

Typhus 


Syph 

Hydrophobia 

Diseaaet  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and 

Diseases  of  the  Longs  and  other  Oigans  of 
Respiration    

Diseases  ot  the  Heart  and  Blood-veasds 

Diseases  ot  the  SComach,  Liver,  and  other 
Organs  of  Digestion    

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  Uc 

Childbed 

Paramenia 

Ovarian  Dropsy  

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 

Arthritis 

Rheumatism , 

Diseases  of  Joints,  %bc 

Carbuncle 

Phlegmon  

Ulcer   

Fistula  

Diseases  of  Skin,  ftc 

Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diaeiwes  of 
Uncertain  Seat 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance   

Causes  not  specified  ,.. 


9 

17 

41 

» 

5 

M 

51 

IS 

6 

1 

0 

0 

4 
1 
0 

uo 

907 
16 


7 
7 
0 
1 
9 
0 
1 
4 
9 
9 
9 
1 
1 

81 
71 

91 
9 


ADULTERATION  OF  COMMON  SALT 

AT  PARIS. 

Threb  years  ago,  it  was  found  that  of  three 
thousand  samples  of  common  salt  taken  from 
the  druggists  of  Paris,  more  than  a  tenth 
part  was  adulterated.  The  same  fraud  has 
just  been  discovered  among  a  number  of 
grocers.  On  making  the  visits  enjoined  by  the 
Uw  (which  ought  to  take  place  in  the  other 
towns  of  France  likewise),  it  was  found  that 
some  samples  showed  traces  of  copper,  and 
were  adulterated  with  a  large  proportion  of 
impure  carbonate  of  soda  (sel  de  vareehj  ^ 
containing  iodine.  Three  specimens  con- 
tained small  crystals  of  a  salt  of  copper. — 
Gazette  Medieale^  August  26th. 

NARROW  ESCAPE  OF  A  DRUGGIST. 

A  DRtJOOiST  was  lately  summonec  before 
the  police  tribunal  of  the  Seine,  for  having 
infringed  the  34th  article  of  the  law  of  the 
21st  Germinal  of  the  year  XI,  which  enacts 
that  poisons  are  to  be  kept  in  a  separate 
place,  and  to  be  locked  up,  under  a  penalty 
of  3000  francs.  The  court  was  of 'opinion, 
however,  that  the  sale  of  the  poison  was 
necessary  to  bring  the  offence  within  the 
meaning  of  tiie  enactment ;  and  as  this  had 
not  occurred  in  the  case  before  them,  they 
merely  put  into  execution  the  471st  article 
of  the  penal  code,  and  adjudged  the  druggist 
to  pay  a  fine  of  five  francs,  and  the  ex- 
penses.— Oaxette  Mtdicale, 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HA.VK  RBCEIYBD 
CBRTIFICA.TX8. 

Thursday f  September  14,  1843. 

H.  Morley,  London. --E.  Thomas,  Pnllheli, 
North  l¥alcs.'J.  Robinson,  Bahamas.~T.  Tar-    Wilson  8t  Ooilvy,  97,  Skinner Stieet,  ffffrnhm. 


Deaths  from  aU  Causes , 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51®  37'  32"^ 
Longitude  OP  3'  51"  FT,  qf  Greemwiek. 


Sept,  1843. 

Thbbmombtbr. 

Babombtbb. 

Wednesday  IS 

from  59  to  68 

99*86  to  99^ 

Thursday  .  U 

60      70 

99*60       seal. 

Friday .  .  .  la 

59      79 

99-56        9^64 

Saturday  .  16 

64      74 

99*79       99^ 

Sunday  .  .  17 

68      79 

99-81        99*8S 

Monday  .  .  18 

64      78 

99*84        StaL 

Tuesday    .  19 

69      76 

99*86       99*86 

Wind  on  the  13th,  N.B. :  14th,  K  by  N.  and 
N.E. ;  15th,  16th,  and  17th,  S.S. ;  18th,  8.  by.  & 
and  N.W. ;  19th,  N.  by  B.  — »       / 

Clear,  except  the  afternoon  of  the  14t]i.  when 
a  little  rain  feO. 

Rain,  fallen,  *146  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Hbnrt  Adams. 
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FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  29,  1843. 


L  B  CT  U  R  B  S  it  was  ascertained  that  she  had  eaten  oysters 

Qjf  Y„,  on  the  day  preceding  the  attack.     A  young, 

»«,«r>«^r    A^T.^    «»  ^  ^»..^«    .^^  healthy,  plethoric  woman,  three  weeks  after 

THEORY   AND    PRACTICE    OP  a  natnrarbbonr.  was  attacked  with  pain  of 

MIDWIFERY,  the  head.    A  day  before  she  hod  nten  five 

Deliveredin  the  Theatre  qfSt.  George'9  °' ,^"  ^,1"*^'  ^J^^^.  ^  ^^"  ?^^f^  ^ 

Hosvital  boiling  them  m  the  liquor  contained  in  the 

^      '  shells.  Venesection,  emetics,  and  puiigatives. 

By  Robbrt  Leb,  M.D.  F.R.S.  were  .employed,  and  the  symptoms  were 

mitigated  for  a  time ;  bat  conTubions  came 

on,  and  compression  of  the  brain,  and  she 
Lecturb  XLV.  di^  in  no  long  time.  Dr.  J.  Clarke  has 
On  DUeases  qf  the  Brain  and  MamnuB  in  "^^  ^l-ted  the  case  of  another  yojing  healthy 
Ptterveral  Women  woman,  who  began  a  few  days  after  dekvery 
^  *  to  complain  of  headache,  and  a  sense  of  in- 
MiLiART  fever,  intestinal  and  remittent  temal  fulness  in  the  head.  These  symptoms 
ferer,  ephemeral  fever  or  weed,  pneumonia,  not  having  yielded  to  bleeding,  purging,  and 
bronchocele,  stranguary,  paralysis,  diarrhoea,  low  diet,  a  state  of  coma  came  on,  and  she 
tympanites,  and  various  spasmodic  and  ner-  died  in  sixteen  hours.  On  the  day  preceding 
vons  disorders,  have  all  been  enumerated  by  the  attack  she  had  eaten  twelve  raw  oysters, 
systematic  writers  as  peculiar  to  puerperal  On  the  third  day  aftrr  a  natural  labour,  a 
women,  but  as  I  have  no  observations  of  the  woman,  who  was  recovering  in  the  most 
slightest  importance  to  make  respecting  favourable  manner,  was  suddenly  attacked 
these,  I  shall  conclude  this  department  of  the  with  a  severe  fit  of  cold  shivering,  followed 
course — the  pathology  of  the  puerperal  state —  by  violent  headache,  throbbing  of  the  tem- 
with  a  few  very  general  remarks  on  diseases  pond  arteries,  intolerance  of  light  and  sound, 
of  the  brain  and  nervous  system,  and  of  the  and  other  symptoms  which  indicated  the 
nipples  and  mammie.  From  sympathy  with  existence  of  a  dangerous  affection  of  the 
the  great  uterine  system  of  nerves  after  brain.  The  pulse  was  130,  skin  hot,  tongue 
delivery,  there  is  often  a  predisposition  loaded.  The  abdomen  was  soft  and  puffy, 
manifested  to  disease  in  the  brain,  and  and  not  affected  by  pressure.  I  ascertained 
violent  cerebral  derangement  is  produced  by  that  the  attack  was  produeed  by  the  patient 
causes  which,  at  other  times,  would  have  had  having  eaten  a  quantity  of  ham  twelve  hours 
no  effect.  In  the  fifth  vol.  of  the  Transactions  1>efore.  The  symptoms  were  relieved  by 
of  the  London  College  of  Physicians  there  is  calomel  and  purgatives.  Another  woman,  on 
a  Papier,  by  Dr.  J.  Clarke,  on  the  Effects  of  the  eiglith  day  after  a  natural  labour,  was 
Certain  Articles  of  Food,  especially  of  suddenly  attacked  with  insensibility  and  con- 
Oysters,  after  Child-birth,  in  which  are  re-  vulsions.  Twenty  ounces  of  blood  were 
lated  fatal  cases  which  followed  the  use  of  taken  away  by  cupping  from  the  temples, 
oysters  in  the  puerperal  state  ;  and  the  same  and  repeated  doses  of  active  cathartics  were 
effect  has  been  produced  by  other  articles  of  administered,  and  she  recovered.  A  few 
diet.  Fourteen  days  after  delivery  a  lady  hours  before  the  attack  she  partook  rather 
was  attacked  with  giddiness,  then  with  heartily  of  roasted  chicken  and  salted 
violent  pain  of  the  head,  neither  of  which  tongue,  with  a  friend  who  had  come  to  visit 
yielded  to  the  common  remedies.  The  symp-  her. 

toms  increased  rapidly  ;  she  became  senseless        Inflammation  of  the  brain  and  its  mem- 

and  delirious,   and   convulsions  and  death  branes,  in  puerperal  wottien,  is  not  a  disease 

followed.    Towards  the  close  of  the  disease  of  frequent  occurrence.    The  symptoms  are 

8-26.— XXXII.  '^"^ 
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those  of  common  phrenitis,  not  of  insanity,  died,  or  one  in  fifteen.  Of  these  ninety-two 
There  is  headache,  flushing  of  the  face,  cases  recorded  by  M.  Esquirol,  sixteen  oc- 
throbbing  of  the  arteries,  intolerance  of  light  corred  from  tbe  first  to  the  fourth  day  after 
and  sound,  and  delirium.  General  and  local  delivery;  twenty-one  from  the  fifth  to  the 
blood-letting,  and  active  pui^tives,  should  fifteenth  day ;  seventeen  from  the  sixteenth 
be  had  recourse  to  as  soon  as  possible,  and  all  to  the  sixtieth  day ;  nineteen  from  tiie 
the  other  remedies  usually  employed  in  in-  sixtieth  day  to  the  twelfth  month  of  suckling ; 
flammation  of  the  brain :  the  patient  should  and  in  nineteen  cases  it  appeared  after  volun- 
be  kept  in  a  dark  room,  and  ice  in  a  bladder  tary  or  forced  weaning.  M.  Esquirol  infers 
applied  over  the  shaven  scalp.  Puerperal  that  puerperal  mania  occurs  more  frequently 
mania  is  a  much  more  common  disease  than  as  the  consequence  of  deli  very  than  of  nursing, 
inflammation  of  the  brain,  and  the  symp-  and  that  the  more  distant  the  time  at  whidi 
toms  and  treatment  do  not  essentially  differ  it  occurs  from  the  period  of  delivery,  the  less 
from  mania  as  it  occurs  in  women  who  have  it  is  to  be  feared.  Of  these  ninety-two  cases, 
not  been  pregnant,  or  even  in  the  male  sex.  eight  were  idiotical ;  thirty-five  melancholic ; 
Without  knowing  the  history  of  the  patient,  and  forty-nine  maniacal.  The  ages  of  these 
it  would  be  impossible  in  any  case  to  ascer-  numbers  were  as  follows : — twenty-two  from 
tain,  from  the  phenomena  alone,  whether  the  20  to  35  years  of  age ;  forty-one  fr^m  25  to 
disease  had  followed  delivery.  In  puerperal  30 ;  and  twelve  were  upwards  of  40 :  there- 
women  it  assumes  all  the  varied  forms  of  fore,  neither  delivery  nor  suckling,  according 
ordinary  insanity,  occurring  sometimes  with  to  this  statement,  modify  derangement  as  far 
symptoms  of  deep  depression  or  melancholy,  as  age  is  concerned,  for  in  this  disease,  pro- 
and  at  other  times  with  symptoms  of  great  duced  by  other  circumstances,  it  most  fn- 
excitement — ^talking  incessantly  and  vehe-  quently  occurs  between  the  ages  of  30  and 
mently,  pouring  forth  a  torrent  of  words,  35.  Sixty-three  of  the  cases  rdated  by 
and  running  from  one  subject  to  another  M.  Esquirol  were  married  women ;  twenty- 
without  the  least  order  in  their  ideas.  In  nine  single.  Fifty-six  out  of  the  ninety-two 
some  cases  the  disease  -first  manifests  itself  were  entirely  restored  to  health ;  thirty-eight 
by  want  of  sleep  and  restless  nights,  and  a  of  these  recovered  in  the  first  six  months, 
peculiar  irritability  of  temper,  the  temper  The  appearances  on  dissection,  it  is  stated, 
being  ruffled  at  the  merest  trifles.  Often  it  threw  no  light  on  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
is  first  marked  by  some  unreasonable  dislike  These  ninety-two  cases  of  puerperal  mania 
to  the  nurse,  and  she  is  accused  unjustly  were  treated  by  mild  purgatives  frequently 
of  carelessness  and  inattention,  or  the  repeated,  by  blisters  to  the  nape  of  the  neck 
husband  is  charged  with  infidelity,  or  some  and  limbs,  enemata,  and  baths }  bleeding  was 
other  crime.  In  some  cases  the  aberration  seldom  indicated.  In  the  treatment  of 
of  mind  is  preceded  by  headache  and  other  puerperal  mania  the  greatest  attention  should 
symptoms  of  cerebral  irritation,  quick  pulse,  be  paid  to  the  state  of  the  brain  aqd  of  the 
and  hot  skin ;  while  in  others  there  is  little  digestive  organs.  If  the  countenance  is 
derangement  of  the  bodily  functions,  the  flushed,  the  carotid  and  temporal  arteries 
circulation  being  almost  natural,  the  skin  throbbing  violently,  the  head  should  be 
cooV,  and  the  digestive  organs  very  slightly  shaved,  and  blood  drawn  by  leeches  from  the 
disordered.  Sometimes  puerperal  insanity  temples.  When  there  is  strong  general  ex- 
is  preceded  by  an  attack  of  violent  uterine  citement  of  the  circulation,  combined  with 
irritation ;  there  is  pain  of  the  hypogastrium,  these  symptoms  of  local  determination  to  the 
increased  by  pressure,  and  some  other  symp-  brain,  blood  should  be  drawn  from  the  arm 
toms  of  uterine  inflammation,  which  have  in  quantity  proportioned  to  the  severity  of 
speedily  disappeared  on  the  supervention  of  the  symptoms.  In  ordinary  mania,  decided 
the  mental  disorder.  In  the  greater  number  benefit  is  sometimes  produced  by  moderate 
of  cases  puerperal  mania  occurs  after  natural  general  depletion,  and  after  this  great  advan- 
labours,  and  has  not  been  preceded  by  any  tage  follows  the  application  of  ice,  in  a 
peculiar  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs  bladder,  to  the  scalp,  or  a  cold  evaporating 
during  pregnancy,  or  uterine  haemorrhage  lotion.  Light  and  noise  should  be  carefully 
during  labour.  excluded,  and  a  nurse  accustomed  to  the 
There  is  an  hereditary  predisposition  to  the  charge  of  insane  persons  should  have  the  care 
disease  in  a  considerable  number  of  those  of  the  person.  It  must  be  a  mild,  but  vigi- 
wbo  become  affected,  and  some  have  suffered  lantand  firm  control,  which  is  exercised,  and 
from  it  repeatedly  in  the  puerperal  state.  The  especial  care  taken  that  patients  who  are 
disease  is  attended  with  much  greater  danger  sometimes  violent  and  vindictive  inflict  no 
when  it  occurs  soon  after  delivery,  with  injury  upon  themselves  or  those  around  them, 
symptoms  of  violent  excitement  of  the  brain,  The  windows  should  be  secured,  and  all  sharp 
than  when  it  commences  several  months  after,  and  cutting  instruments  should  be  put  out 
during  suckling,  in  the  form  of  melancholy  of  their  way.  Women  are  not  unfrequently, 
madness.  Dr.  Burrows  published  a  table  of  at  the  commencement  of  ^e  disease  at  least, 
^ftj-seven  cases,  of  which  ten  died.  Of  fully  aware  of  the  disordered  state  of  their 
Minetj'two  jiatfents   at  the  Salpetriere,  \vl  mmd%  \  tK^y  ^'^  ^^^^  ^^^^7  ^^y^  not  their 
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wonted  power  OTcr  trains  of  thought  passing  days  after  delivery,  and  there  is  no  pain  in- 
through  their  mindsi  and  their  ideas  succeed  creased  by  pressure  in  any  part  of  the  hypo- 
one  another  with  extraordinary  rapidity,  and  gastrium,  however  severe  the  febrile  disturb- 
in  a  manner  different  from  what  they  did  in  ance  may  be,  there  is  comparatively   little 
a  state  of  health.     The  condition  of  the  mind  risk,  and  the  symptoms  will  gradually  sub- 
during  sleep  or  dreaming  is  also  peculiar,  side  if   the   proper  treatment  is  adopted. 
Often  when  the  disease  is  forming,  the  ideas  Active  saline  cathartics  ought  to  be  liberally 
have  all  a  relation  to  the  process  of  delivery,  administered,  and  diaphoretics  at  short  in- 
A  lady  now  afflicted  with  puerperal  mania  tervals,  and  the  over  distension  of  the  breasts 
was  delivered  unexpectedly  at  the  end  of  the  should  be  relieved  by  warm  fomentations, 
sixth  month  of  pregnancy  when  sitting  up —  or  frictions,  and  having  the  milk  drawn  off. 
the  child  literally  dropped  from  her,  and  had  The  exhausting  syringe,  or  glass  tube  and 
nearly  fallen  upon  the  floor ;  she  cannot  now,  ball,  are  often  employed  for  this  purpose,  but 
though  several  months  have  elapsed,  be  per-  the  safest  and  most  efficacious  method  is  to 
soaded  that  the  same  accident  is  not  about  procure  a  child  a  few  months  old,  and  apply 
to  take  place,  and  keeps  her  hands  nearly  all  it  to  the  breasts.     Blood-letting  is  rarely 
day  long  in  a  position  to  prevent  it.     The  necessary  in  milk  fever,  and  it  is  better  to 
mother  of  this  lady  had  one  or  more  attacks  relieve  the  determination  of  blood  to  the 
of  puerperal  mania,  and  the  disease  was  ob-  head,  where  it  is  great,  by  leeches  to  the 
viously  hereditary.     A  disordered  state  of  temples,  and  a  cold  evaporating  lotion.   The 
the  digestive  organs  is  not  unfrequently  a  early  application  of  the  child  to  the  breasts, 
concomitant  of  puerperal  insanity,  and  in  a  warm  fomentations,  and  poultices,  or  occa- 
few  oases  this  has  appeared  to  be  the  exciting  sional  friction  with  oil  or  camphorated  lini- 
caose  of  the  compUdnt,  for  relief  has  almost  ment,  and  the  exhibition  of  cathartics  and 
immediately   followed   the  action  of  brisk  diaphoretics,   and  low   diet,   are    the  best 
cathartics.     Whether  we  view  deranged  states  means  of  preventing  attacks  of  milk  fever: 
of  the  digestive  organs  as  causes  or  conae-  where  women  are  not  to  suckle  their  chil- 
quenoes  of  puerperal  mania,  these  should  be  dren,  the  secretion  of  milk  should  be  lessened 
effectually  removed  by  repeated   doses   of  by    the    exhibition    of    saline     purgatives 
calomel  and  purgatives,  and  the  condition  of  soon  after  delivery,  and  the  sparing  use  of 
the  alvine  evacuations  frequently  ascertained,  liquids.     The  breasts  may  be  covered  with 
Bleeding,  general  or  local,  is  not  required  in  fine  linen  rag,  moistened  with  the  following, 
the  greater  number  of  cases  of  puerperal  or  some  similar,  tepid  lotion.    Camphor.  3j*; 
mania,  and  the  frequent  and  long- continued  Spirit.  Vin.Rcctif.  ^ss.;  Aqus  ^v'm.  Nurses 
use  of  active  cathartics  is  injurious,  especially  sometimes  cover  the  breasts  with  diachylon 
when  the  disease  is  accompanied  with  symp-  plaisters,  and  the  pressure  probably  acts  by 
toms  of  general   debility  and  exhaustion,  arresting  the  secretion.     Sometimes,  how- 
More  benefit  is  then  derived  from  narcotics,  ever,  this  is  done  very  imperfectly,  and  the 
especially  acetate  of  morphia,  nourishing  diet,  breasts  are  very  large  and  distended,  and 
and  gentle  exercise  in  the  open  air.     Benefit  painful  for  two  or  three  days,  and  then  the 
has  also  been  obtained,  in  some  cases,  after  secretion  begins  to  diminish.     The  applica- 
the  acute  stage   of  the  disease  has  passed  tion  of  warm   fomentations  and  emollient 
away,  and  convalescence  has  commenced,  by  poultices  are  upon  the  whole  better  appli- 
allowing  the  patient  occasionally  to  com-  cations  ;  they  are  more  soothing.  They  allow 
mnnicate  with  her  relatives,  from  whom  she  a  small  portion  of  milk  to  flow  from  the 
had  been  separated.  nipples,  and  the  milk  soon  recedes,  with  low 
The  affections  of  the  nipples  and  mammse  diet  and  cathartics.     If  the  distension  is  very 
during  suckling,  though  attended  with  little  great  and  painful,  and  there  is  much  consti- 
danger,  often  produce  the  greatest  suffering,  tutional  disturbance  in  spite  of  all  this,  it  is 
When  the   breasts  have   become  suddenly  best  to  relieve  the  breasts  by  drawing  off  a 
distended  after  first  labours,  and  where  the  portion  of  the  milk. 

child  has  not  been  applied  sufficiently  early.  Ulceration  of  the  nipples  occurs  either  as 

constitutional  disturbance  of  great  severity  a  simple  superficial  excoriation  or  as  a  deep 

sometimes  takes   place.     There  is  a  rigor,  crack.     Some  women  suffer  so  severely  after 

succeeded  by  intense  heat  of  skin,  quick  every  confinement  from  excoriation  and  ulce- 

pulse,   oppression   of  breathing,   headache,  ration  of  the  nipples,  that  they  are  altoge- 

flushed  face,  and  sometimes  slight  incohe-  ther  unable  to  suckle  their  children,  how- 

rence   or   delirium.     The   tongue  becomes  ever  anxious  to  do  so.     No  sooner  does  the 

dry,  and  there  is  urgent  thirst.     However  child  begin  to  suck,  than  the  skin  covering 

violent  the  symptoms  of  milk  fever  may  be,  the  nipple  gives  way,  and  if  the  suckling  is 

little  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  ;  none,  in  continued,  large  foul  painful  superficial  ulcers 

comparison  with  uterineinfiammationorpuer-  or  deep  cracks,  take  place,  which  bleed  every 

peral  fever,  which  ought  not  to  be  confounded  time  the  child  is  applied.     The  pressure  of 

in  any  way  with  milk  fever.     If  the  breasts  the  child's  gums  prevents  the  ulcers  from 

are  hard  and  distended  on  the  third  or  fourth  healing,  the  edges  of  the  sores  are  drawn 
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asunder  every  time  the  child  is  applied,  end  of  the  second  week.     A  bard  lamp  is 

and  they  are  thus  prevented  from  healing,  often  at  first  felt  in  .the  breast,   which  is 

To  obviate  the  effect  of  this  mechanical  irri-  painfal  on  pressure,  without  any  redness  of 

tation,  shields  nnd  prepared  teats  are  em-  the  integnments  covering  it;  but  as  the  in - 

ployed,  but  children  often   refuse  to  suck  flammation  extends,    the  integuments   as- 

vrith  the»c,  and  they  are  obliged  to  be  put  sume  an  uniform  redness,  and  tiiis  is  more 

aside.     If  one  nipple  is  excoriated,  and  the  or  less  diffused  according  to  the  extent  of 

other  is  not,  the  child  should  be  more  fre-  the  part  affected.      Rigors,    quick   pulse, 

quently  applied  to  the  sound  than  the  sore  headache,   thirst,  and  other  symptoms  of 

nipple.     Tliese  excoriations  and  ulcerations  constitutional  disturbance,  usually  aooom* 

of  the  nipples  would  all  cicatrize,  if  it  were  pany  the  affection ;    but   these  vary  very 

possible  to  leave  them  sufficiently  long  in  a  much  in  severity  in  different  cases.     Where 

state  of  rest.     A  great  number  of  different  the  inflammation  is  in  the  cellular  substance 

applications  have  been  recommended  in  these  under  the  skin,  or  in  a  superficial  portioD  of 

cases  ;  but  I  am  unable  to  explain  to  you  the  gland,  suppuration  soon  takes  place,  and 

precisely  the  principle  upon  which  they  act.  the  pus  is  often  discharged  through  an  open- 

The  good  they  do  is  probably  chiefly  effected  ing  in  the  skin  near  the  root  of  the  nipple. 

by  allaying  the  excitement  of  the  parts,  or  In  other  cases  a  large  portion  of  the  gland 

by  acting  as  gentle  stimulants  and  astrin-  is  inflamed,  and  the  matter  makes  its  way 

gents,  as  similar  applications  act  upon  com-  very  slowly  to  the  surface.     Different  modes 

mon  ulcers  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  of  practice  have  been  adopted  in  this  dis- 

The  following  are  some  of  the  applications  ease.     I  believe  it  to  be  unnecessary  here  to 

in  common  use.     p>  Sods  Sub.  Borat.  3j.  abstract  blood  from  the  arm ;  and  in  a  large 

Aquie  distill.  ^^U^s.  Spirit.  Yin:  rectif.  ^ss.  proportion  of  cases  warm  applications  are 

M.    Oralum.sulph.  gr.  iij.  AquB  ^.  M.or  more  usefixl  than  cold  evaporating  lotions. 

Zinc.  Sulph.  gr.  xv.  Aquae  Rosas,  ^iy.    An  When  there  is  much  pain,   tension,    and 

ointment  now   extensively  used,  and  with  hardness  of  the  breast,    apply  twelve   or 

great  advantage,  consists  of  3j.  of  the  Balsam  eighteen  leeches  to  the  aflfbcted  part,  and  fb- 

of  Peru  to  5vj.  of  Unguent.  Cetacei.   Some-  ment  the  bites  till  a  sufficient  quantity  of 

times  the  Unguent.  Hydr.  Nitr.  Oxid.  mixed  blood  has  been  procured.      Then  a  warm 

with  a  small  propoi^on  of  opium,  answers  linseed-meal   poultice  should  be  laid  over 

very  well,  or  ointment  of  bismuth,  or  zinc  the  part,  which  should  be  renewed  every 

ointment,  or  simple  cerate.     Some  sprinkle  four  or  six  hours.     The  bowels  should  be 

a  little  gum  arabic  over  the  nipple.    Where  very  freely  opened  by  calomel,  antimony, 

there  is  a  granulating  surface,  looking  like  a  and  some  saline  cathartic,  as  senna  and  salts, 

raspberry,  a  solution  of  lunar  caustic,  two  and  afterwards  the  febrile  symptoms  allayed 

grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  applied  with  by  saline  diaphoretics,  and  rest  procured  by 

a  earners  hair  brush,  answers  very  well,  anodynes.     If  the  inflammation  is  severe,  it 

Another  method  of  applying  the  lunar  cans-  is  often  necessary  to  reapply  the  leediea  a 

tic  is  to  touch  the  nipple,  after  carefully  second  or  third  time,  and  the  poultices  and 

drying  it,  with  a  sharp  pencil  of  nitrate  of  fomentations  should  be  continued,  or  warmUi 

silver,   and  afterwards  covering  it  with  a  applied  by  means  of  these  wooden  bowls, 

little  simple  ointment.      I    have  seen   all  till  resolution  or  suppuration  takes  place ; 

these  applications,  and  m^ny  others,  tried  and  when  pus  is  formed,  it  is  in  general  the 

without  success,  and  the  ulcerations  have  at  best  practice  to  allow  the  matter  to  make  its 

last  healed  up  under  the  use  of  a  bread-and-  way  to  the  surface,  and  be  disdiarged  by 

water   or  linseed-mcal  poultice,  spermaceti  ulcerative  absorption  of  the  parts  Interven- 

oiutment,  or  the  most  simple  unctuous  ap-  ing  between  the  surface  and  the  cavity  of  the 

plication.     Not  unfrequently  ulceration   of  abscess.     The  circumstances  which  ought  to 

the  nipples  gets  well,  where  the  applications  guide  us  in  opening  mammary   abscesses 

have  not    produced  the  effect, — ^the   last,  have  thus   been  clearly  stated  by   Sir  A. 

however  employed,  generally  receives  all  the  Cooper  : — **  If  the  abscess  be  quick  in  its 

credit  for  the  salutary  change.  progress,  if  it  be  placed  on  the  anterior  sur- 

Inflammation  of  the  mammse  often  oc-  face  of  the   breaist,   and   if>  the   sufferings 

curs  spontaneously,  and  cannot  be  referred  which  it  occasions  are  not  excessively  se- 

to  an  ulcerated  condition  of  the  nipples,  ex-  vere,  it  is  best  to  leave  them  to  their  natural 

posure  to  cold,  external  injury,   improper  course,  rather  than  to  employ  the  lancet  for 

diet,  mental  excitement,  or  any  other  ade-  the  discharge  of  the  matter.     But  if,  on  the 

quate  reason.     It  may  take  place  during  the  contrary,  the  abscess  in  its  commencement 

whole  period  of  suckling — three,  six,  or  even  be  very  deeply  placed;  if  its  progress  be 

twelve  months,  after  delivery,   and    it  has  tedious ;  if  the  local   sufferings   be  exces- 

somctimes  occurred  after  weaning.      Most  sively  severe ;  if  there  be  a  high  d^jee  of 

frequently,   however,   inflammation   of   the  irritative  fever,  and  the  patient  suffer  from 

mammse  takes  place  within  a  month  after  profuse  perspiration  and  want  of  rest,  mudi 

delivery ;   sometimes  it  occurs  before   the  time  is  saved,   and  a  great  diminution  of 
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■ttffBiiiig  produced,  by  discharging  the  mat-  fertile  plain  surrounded  on  one  side  by  lofty 
ter  with  a  lancet."  **  Still,  it  is  wrong  to  mountains,  and  on  the  other  by  the  distant 
peaetrate  with  the  lancet  through  a  thick  sea,  Uie  water  smokes  and  boils,  as  it  rises 
covering  of  the  abscess,  as  the  opening  does  into  a  large  and  deep  basin,  in  the  middle  of 
not  succeed  in  establishing  a  free  discharge  a  kind  of  hill  formed  by  the  calcareous  preci- 
of  matter,  for  the  aperture  closes  by  adhe-  pitate  which  it  continually  deposits.  The 
sion,  the  accumulation  of  matter  proceeds,  temperature  of  the  water  in  this  basin  varies 
and  ulceration  will  still  continue.  On  this  in  its  different  parts  from  23^  to  35*^  R. 
account  the  opening  should  be  made  where  (83^"  to  1  lOl*^  of  Fahr.) ;  while  in  the 
the  matter  is  most  superficial,  and  the  flu^  centre  it  rises  as  high  as  40"*  R.  (122^ 
toation  is  distinct ;  and  it  should  be  in  sixe  Fahr.)  and  perhaps  more.  The  water  has  a 
proportioned  to  its  depth."  *' Several  ab-  greenish  tint,  and  is  turbid  ;  but  as  soon  as  it 
loesses,"  adds  Sir  Astley,  '*  sometimes  form  cools,  it  becomes  limpid,  and  deposits  a 
in  the  same  breast,  -quickly  succeeding  each  yellowish  sediment.  It  sends  forth  a  very 
other,  and  lead  to  very  protracted  suffer-  penetrating  odour  of  sulphuretted  liydrogen, 
ings.  In  these  cases  opium  and  quinine  and  has  a  saltish,  acidulous,  and  not  disagree- 
will  be  required  to  lessen  irritability,  and    able  smell. 

■upport  the  strength  of  the  system.  Some-  Sixteen  ounces  of  this  water  have  been 
times  an  abscess  is  produced  at  a  great  found,  on  analysis,  to  contain — 
depth  in  the  breast,  and  discharges  itself  by 
■everal  different  apertures,  forming  sinuses 
of  various  extent.  The  b^t  mode  of  treat- 
ment in  these  cases,  as  far  as  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  observing,  is  to  inject  them 
with  a  solution  of  two  or  three  drops  of  the 
strong  sulphuric  acid  to  an  ounce  of  rose 
water,  and  to  apply  the  same  solution  by 
folds  of  linen  cloth  over  the  bosom,  by 
which  the  secretion  of  milk  is  checked,  and 
adhesion  is  produced." 


Grains. 

Muriate  of  Soda  .     .     . 

48.100 

Muriate  of  Lime  .     .     . 

3.543 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia 

1.800 

Sulphate  of  Lime  •     .     . 

2.043 

Carbonate  of  Lime    .     . 

5.210 

Carbonate  of  Soda     .     . 

1.900 

SiUca 

3.000 

Extractive  matter.     .     . 

2.005 

ther  with  fifteen  cubic 

inches  of  car- 

bonic  acid  gas,  and  twelve  cubic  inches  of 

sulphuretted  hvdrogcn  ^. 

ON  THE  MINERAL  WATERS  OF  At  the  bottom  of  tlie  basin  is  an  abundant 

GREECE.  sediment,  a  kind  of  greasy  and  blackish  mud, 

with  a  strong  odour  of  sulphur.    From  the 

By  Dr.  John  Bouros,  ingredients  of  this  water  one  might  infer  its 

Professor  ofSpecial  Medical  Patholoinr,  and  of  the  efficacy  in  some  diseases,  which  has  been 

Internal  C^nJ^Mf,  at  the  University  of  Athens.  fully  confirmed  by  long  experience.     But  as 

.._  the  springs  have  hitherto  remained  uncovered , 

and  are  at  some  distance  from  the  town  of 

Grbbcb  possesses  mineral  waters  varying  Patraziki,  they  are  but  little  frequented.   At 

extremely  in  natural  and  chemical  composi-  present,  however,  the  royal  medical  council 

tion.    The  greater  number,   however,  are  ig  occupied  in   building  an  estabUshment 

saline  and  sulphureous,  and  are  consequently  capable  of  containing  a  great  number  of 

connected  with  volcanic  phenomena  of  the  patients. 

soil.  On  theotherhand,  chalybeates,  properly  Other  springs  of  this  kind,  not  less  impor- 
so  called,  are  much  less  numerous,  and  I  do  tant  to  the  physician,  and  far  more  interest- 
not  know  of  a  single  acidulous  spring.^  ^  iog  to  the  geologist,  are  contained  in  the 

AU  our  springs,  therefore,  may  be  divided  island  of  Negropont,  at  its  north-west  ez- 

into  four  classes :  the  first  comprehending  tremity  towards  the  harbour  of  Edipsus.  In 

thermal  sulphureous    waters,    the    second  this  place,  with  the  sea  on  one  side,  and  a 

thermal  saline  waters,    the  third  cold  sa-  mountain  formed  of  transitional  calcareous 

line  waters,  and  the  fourth  thermal  chaly-  matter  mixed  with  argillaceous  schist  and 

beates.  serpentine,  on  the  other,  at  least  twenty  hot 

Hoi  sulphureout  tpringa.— -Of  the  sul-  springs  rise  in  the  circumference  of  a  square 

phureous  springs,   the  most  important  in  Prendi  league;  and  they  deposit  so  much 

Greece,  and  perhaps  one  of  the  most  impor-  calcareous  sediment,  that  they  have  formed 

tant  in  the  world,  is  one  which  rises  in  the  entire  mountains.      In  this  space,   which 

northern  part  of   Greece,   in   the  ancient  apiiears  empty,  and  resembles  the  lid  of  a 

Fhthiotis,  about  the  distance  of  half  an  hour*  great  cauldron,  are  plainly  seen  many  spots 

from  the  city  of  Patraziki,  towards  the  road  which  in  other  times  gave  exit  to  springs, 

that  leads  to   Lamia.     In  a  beautiful  and  \f^i  which  are  now  dosed;  either  through 

earthquakes,  which,    according  to    Strabo, 

•  If  in  Greece  or  Italy  distances  are  calculated  occurred,  or  from  the  great  quantity  of 

after  the  German  fashion,  this  would  be  about  ,                    *^^  j^^^.;*«j  u«  4-k<>L  .^miim 

one  English  mUe.-7VaiMfalor»#  note.  calcareous  matter  deposited  by  these  spnngs. 


Muriate  of  Soda   .     . 

Grains. 
.     68.000 

Mnriate  of  Magnesia. 
Muriate  of  Lime  .     . 

.       3.500 
2.084 

Carbonate  of  Lime    . 

2.043 

Carbonate  of  Soda     . 

.4.200 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia     . 
Sulphate  of  Lime .     .     . 
Silica -    . 

11.240 
3.000 
2.000 

Iron ...'... 

1.005 
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The  springs  pour  forth  with  Tehemeiioe  formed  of  transttional  calcareous  matter, 
and  noise  a  great  quantity  of  foaming  and  mingled  with  argillaceous  schist,  and  a  little 
steaming  water,  which  loses  itself  in  the  sea ;  serpentine ;  and  on  the  other  of  the  Sinus 
but  from  one  of  them  in  particular  the  water  Maliacus  or  Gulf  of  Zituni.  At  the  foot  of 
issues  in  such  abundance  as  to  turn  a  mill,  and  Mount  (Eta  rises  a  hill  entirely  formed  of  a 
with  such  force  as  easily  to  throw  out  large  transitional  calcareous  stone,  and  giving  free 
stones  which  may  have  fallen  into  the  mouth  passage  through  various  fissures  to  a  copious 
of  the  spring.  thermal  spring,  which  falls  into  the  sea  after 

Its  temperature  is  very  high,  being  73^  of  passing  through  a  plain  about  one  Frendi 
Reaumur  (196^^  Fahr.)  ;  so  that  it  warms  Ipsgue  long,  and  depositing  calcaivous  sedi- 
the  sea,  when  calm,  to  the  distance  of  fifty  ment  in  various  forms.  1^  temperature  of 
or  sixty  feet.  The  water  is  limpid,  has  a  this  limpid  water  is  from  52®  to  54^  R. 
bitter  taste,  gives  forth  a  penetrating  smell  (149^^  to  153^^  Fahr.)  ;  its  taste  is  salt,  its 
of  sulphur,  and  has  a  specific  gravity  of  odour  sulphureous  and  penetrating.  Cheinical 
1.016.  analysis  has  shown  that  its  constituents  are 

Sixteen  ounces,  when  analysed  by  Signor    Uie  same  as  those  of  the  spring  at  Edipsos. 
Landerer,   Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the        In  another  part  of  Greece,  which  has  un- 
University  of  Athens,  were  found  to  con-    dergone    great    volcanic   revolutions,    and 
tain —  at  no  very  distant  epochs,  as  Strabo  re- 

ports, and  as  the  very  nature  of  the  sofl 
shows,  namely,  in  that  part  of  Peloponnesus 
which  extends  to  the  Saronic  gulph,  other 
sulphureous  springs  occur;  particularly  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  peninsula  of  Mettana, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  is  formed  of 
trachite.  Several  springs  of  limpid  water 
rise,  within  a  circumference  of  40  or  50 
metres,  above  a  small  harbour  surrounded  on 
the  west  by  rocks  of  porphyry,  trachite,  and 
calcareous  matter ;  and  they  fall  into  a  lake 
together  with  eight  cubic  inches  of  carbonic  formed  of  sea  water.  Their  temperature  was 
acid  gas;  thirty-two  cubic  inches  of  sul-  25^  R.  (88i^  Fahr.)  while  that  of  the  atmos- 
phuretted  hydrogen ;  and  a  little  extractive  phere  was  24^  R.  (86*^  Fahr.) 
matter.  The  constituents  of  these  waters  are  not 

The  abundant  sediment  of  peroxide  of    yet  known,  but  we  have  placed  them  among 
iron  which  is  seen  all  around  might  make    sulphureous  springs,  on  account  of  the  great 
one  suppose  that  the  quantity  of  iron  con-     quantity  of  sulphuretted  hydn^n  gas  which 
tained  in  these  waters  is  greater  than  Signor    they  emit,  and  which  has  given  them  the 
Landerer  found  in  them.  However  this  may     popular  name  of  fipctfAoMfuni,  or  stinJnng 
be,  the  thermal  waters  of  Edipsus  are  among    lake.    This  must  be  the  fountain  which,  ac- 
the  most  efficacious,  and  their  reputation  as    cording  to  Pausanias,  first  appeared  in  the 
a  remedy  ascends   to  the  remotest  times,     reign  of  Antigonus,  King  of  Macedon,  and 
This  is  still  shown  by  some  remains  of    whose  appearance  was  preceded  by  a  volcanic 
ancient  baths  and  aqueducts,  and  is  con-    eruption  on  this  spot, 
firmed  by  a  passage  of  Plutarch,  where  he         On    the    north  side  of   the  peninsula, 
says    that    Sylla   frequented    the    thermal     opposite  the  island  of  Ankistri,   there  is 
springs  of  Edipsus,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a    another  spring  of  the  same  chiss.      It  is 
species  ofgout  by  which  he  had  been  attacked    very  near  the  sea,  and  mingles  with  it,  so 
at  Athens.  that  its  temperature  cannot  be  exactly  deter- 

In  the  great  work  of  the  French  scientific  mined  ;  but  it  must  be  high,  as  the  water 
expedition  in  the  Morea,  (t.  ii.  p.  ii.  p.  43  heats  the  sea  for  a  circumference  of  about 
and  239)  mention  is  made  of  another  thermal  ten  metres.  However,  a  thermometer  which 
water  in  Negropont,  in  the  plain  of  Lelas,  M.  Virlet  immersed  in  the  channel  from 
which  enjoys  a  certain  reputation  among  the  which  the  water  issues  rose  to  37^  Centigr. 
natives ;  but  as  nothing  more  is  said  of  (98^*"  Fahr.)  The  inhabitants  of  Mettana 
it,  it  is  impossible  to  know  to  what  class  it  give  the  name  of  fip&fta  (stink)  to  this 
belongs.  fountain,  from  the  odour  of  the  sulphuretted 

Between  the  waters  of  Patraziki  and  Edip-  hydrogen  gas  which  it  emits  in  abundance, 
sus  there  is  another  spring  of  the  same  kind.  It  seems  that  this  spring  first  rises,  as 
on  the  mainland,  which  has  given  its  name  M.  Virlet  asserts,  from  another  level  50  or 
to  that  historic  spot  where  Leonidas  fell  60  feet  higher,  where  some  ruined  baths,  of 
with  the  three  hundred  Spartans.  I  mean  medieeval  construction,  are  still  to  be  seen. 
Thermopyls  (t.  e.  the  warm  gates.)  In  the  gulph  of  Patrias,  on  the  mainland 

These  ancient  gates  of  Greece  are  com-     of  Greece,  to  the  west  of  Lepanto,  and  near 
posed  on  one  side  of  Mount  (Eta,  which  is    the  mountain  of  Kaki-Scala,  there  rises  ather- 
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mal  spriDg,  which  emits  a  strong  smell  of 
snlpharetted  hydrogen,  and  is  of  the  tempe- 
rature of  32^  R.  (104*^  Fahr).  This  fountain 
appears  to  have  afforded  considerable 
materials  to  the  mythology  of  the  ancients, 
who  placed  upon  this  smoking  and  stinking 
spot  the  tombs  of  the  Centaurs  who  were 
buried  under  the  mountain  called  TaphiuSj 
or  the  sepulchral';  while  they  derived  the 
old  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  regions, 
the  Ozoli  (or,  strong -nneUing)  from  the 
stench  of  the  spring. 

The  last  spring  of  this  class  which 
we  shall  mention  is  one  which  rises 
in  the  island  of  Milos,  on  the  south  of 
mount  Kalamo,  from  a  grotto  which  the 
inhabitants  call  Btiaphov  (sulphur  mmej 
because  its  walls  are  covered  with  crystallized 
sulphur,  and  the  water  emits  a  strong  smell 
of  the  same  mineral.  Its  temperature  is  4  7  ^ 
R.  (WTi**  Fahr.) 

Hot  saline  waters. — The  first  place  in  this 
class  is  due  to  the  one  in  the  island  of 
Thermia,  which  is  at  present  so  much  used 
that  it  deserves  especial  mention.  It  is 
necessary  to  observe  that  near  this  spring 
there  is  another,  called  CaccavOy  which  from 
the  quantity  of  iron  that  it  contains,  belongs 
to  the  class  of  chalybeates  ;  but  to  avoid  re- 
petitions we  will  speak  of  both  at  the  same 
time. 

The  island  of  Thermia  appears  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  promontory  of  Sunium  (now 
Cape  Colonna)  ;  and  is  formed  of  primitive 
mountains  of  micaceous  and  argillaceous 
schist,  together  with  rocks  of  crystallized 
calcareous  matter.  This  island  boasts  of  a 
phenomenon  hitherto  unique  in  geology,  I 
mean  a  spacious  cavern  in  a  schistous  moun- 
tam,  near  the  village  of  Sillaca ;  and  in  the 
whole  island  there  is  not  a  single  fountain  of 
water  fit  to  drink,  so  that  the  inhabitants 
use  wells. 

There  are  three  copious  springs  of  thermal 
water,  the  first  of  which  is  cidled  Xovrp^ 
(the  bath),  and  the  remaining  ones,  which 
are  very  near  each  other,  and  hardly  50 
metres  from  the  bath,  are  known  under  the 
name  of  Caceavo  (cauldron). 

Not  the  slightest  mention  of  these  waters 
occurs  in  ancient  authors,  although  some 
small  monuments  and  sepulchres  found  in 
these  spots  make  us  presume  that  the  virtues 
of  the  springs  wero  not  unknown  to  our 
ancestors.  The  first  historical  indication  of 
these  waters  that  I  know  of  is  the  name  of 
the  Island  Thermia,  which  first  occurs  in 
Mela  the  geographer,  instead  of  Opliiussa, 
Kythnos,  or  Dryopis,  its  ancient  appella- 
tions ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  name 
was  conferred  on  the  island,  for  the  same 
reason  that  it  was  given  to  other  places,  and 
to  Diana  herself  (Btptda)  as  the  patroness 
of  thermal  waters.     In  the  middle  ages  the 


baths  of  Thermia  were  already  in  use,  as 
may  be  seen  from  the  remains  of  an  aque- 
duct of  that  period. 

The  water  of  the  bath  is  of  the  tempera- 
ture of  32^  R.  (104''  Fahr.)  in  the  middle  of 
the  cistern ;  but  at  the  mouth  of  the  foun- 
tain I  found  it  33^  R.  (lOei''  Fahr.)  when  the 
atmosphere  was  10<*  R.  (54^''  Fahr.)  It 
has  neither  smell  nor  colour;  its  taste  is 
saline  and  bitter  ;  its  specific  gravity  is 
2-015*  ;  it  is  limpid  and  deposits  no  sedi- 
ment. Sixteen  ounces  of  this  water  a£[orded 
by  evaporation  117-333  grains  of  a  wlute 
salt  of  a  saline  and  bitter  taste,  the  composi- 
tion of  which  was  as  follows : — 


Grains. 

Hydrochlorate  of  soda      .     . 
,,              lime       .     . 

.  42*096 
4-320 

,,              magnesia 
Carbonate  of  lime   .     .     .     . 

2*402 
3*614 

,,         soda   . 

2-942 

Sulphate  of  magnesia   .     .     . 
,,         lime     . 

6-634 
2004 

Water 

.     53000 

With  traces  of  ioduret  of  soda,  of  bromide 
of  soda,  and  of  silica.  It  contained  two 
cubic  inches  of  carbonic  acid  gas. 

According  to  the  commission,  the  water 
of  Caceavo  is  of  the  temperature  of  45^®  R. 
(134}^  Fahr.)  I  found  it,  however,  to  be 
only  42"*  R.  (126^^  Fahr.)  while  the  atmos- 
phere was  at  10<^  R.  (54^'>  Fahr.) 

At  its  source  it  gives  forth  numerous 
bubbles,  in  the  gases  which  it  develops ;  it 
diffuses  a  weak  sulphureous  smell,  has  a 
light  ydlow  colour,  is  limpid,  has  a  specific 
gravity  of  1-039,  and  deposits  a  copious 
sediment  of  peroxide  of  iron. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  the  commission 
afforded  a  great  quantity  of  carbonic  add  ; 
and  four  ounces  of  the  water  gave  by  evapo- 
ration the  following  ingredients : — 

Grs. 


Carbonate  of  iron     . 
,,  lime     . 

„  soda 

Muriate  of  soda 

magnesia 

lime. 

potash    . 

Sulphate  of  lime  .     . 

„         magnesia 

With  traces  of  silica. 


2 
8 
2 
28 
21 
6 
9 
4 
2 


The  Commission  could  not  discover  any 
trace  of  hydrosulphuric  add. 

According  to  Signor  Landerer,  sixteen 
ounces  of  this  water  afforded  by  evaporation 
367  grains  of  salt,  consisting  of  the  following 
ingredients : — 


*  Probably  a  misprint  for  vms.—Translat^'s 
Note. 
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Carbonate  of  iron 

lime    . 
soda    . 

Hydrodilorate  of  soda 

lime 


tt 


Grains. 
3-436 
12-840 
5-462 
64-939 
12-402 
f,              magnesia      21*040 
Water 206*000 

Although  the  odour  indicates  the  presence 
of  hydrosulphuric  acid,  he  could  not  find 
any ;  but  he  found  both  hydrobromate  and 
hydrio^ate  of  soda. 

These  are  the  physical  and  chemical  pro- 
perties of  the  waters  of  Thermia,  which  have 
been  shown  by  long  experience  to  be  very 
efficacious,  particularly  against  chronic  rheu- 
matism and  arthritis,  paralysis,  and  some 
lymphatic  swellings.  His  Majesty's  govem- 
nioit  erected  an  establishment  three  years 
ago  for  those  who  frequent  this  bath. 

At  the  western  part  of  the  island,  near  the 
ruins  of  the  ancient  city,  in  the  centre  of  a 
small  harbour  called  Apocriosis,  and  near  a 
church  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  there  is 
anot^T  spring,  a  very  small  one,  which 
appears  to  have  the  same  chemical  qualities 
as  the  Caccavo  water. 

The  island  of  Santorino  contains  several 
thermal  waters  of  the  same  nature.  In  the 
western  part  of  this  singular  island  I  met 
with  a  spring  which  rises  near  the  sea  from 
the  trachite  forming  the  base  of  an  enormous 
rock.  Its  temperature  was  280  R.  (95<' 
Fahr.),  while  that  of  the  atmosphere  was 
14°  R.  (63^    Fahr.) 

The  water  is  limpid,  without  odour,  and 
oontains  in  bixteen  ounces : — 

Grains. 


Sulphate  of  magnesia   .     . 
Muriate  of  soda      •'    .     . 

.  12-500 
.     8-740 

,,        magnesia     .  • . 
Carbonate  of  soda  .     .     . 

.  3-550 
.     2- 143 

with  a  small  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  and 
extractive  matter. 

This  fountain  is  called  in  the  countiy 
Plaea,  and  it  seems  to  have  been  long  used, 
as  an  artificial  ditch  is  still  to  be  seen  there, 
covered  with  an  arch,  now  ruined  by  the 
waves  of  the  sea. 

At  a  short  distance  south  of  the  Placa, 
there  i9  a  place  called  Tbermi,  from  another 
warm  spring  which  rises  very  near  the  sea 
from  trachitic  rocks.  Its  temperature  is 
28*»  R.  (95°  Fahr.)  The  water  is  limpid, 
very  salt,  somewhat  pungent,  and  diffuses 
an  odour  of  sulphur. 

The  inhabitants  of  Santorino  first  used  it 
against  rheumatism  in  particular ;  but  about 
the  year  181G  they  had  given  it  up,  from 
some  untoward  symptoms  which  it  produced ; 
in  1834  I  found  it  again  under  a  layer  of 
sand  above  three  metres  thick. 

By  continuing  to  coast  the  island,  towards 
the  south,  many  springs  of  the  same  nature 


are  found  in  different  parts,  whidi  bdng  on 
the  shore  of  a  very  deep  sea,  are  freqacotly 
covered  by  it. 

The  island  of  Milos  certainly  owes  its 
existence  (which  is  of  no  long  date)  to  a 
volcano  still  burning,  which  penetrates  it 
with  its  fire  in  such  a  manner  that  fissures 
and  smoking  caves  are  to  be  seen  in  many 
places ;  and  if  one  digs  anywhere  a  littk  be- 
low  the  surface,  the  temperature  is  high,  and 
often  insupportable. 

This  island  naturally  contains  a  great 
number  of  iiot  springs,  but  it  woold  be  sn- 
perfinous  to  give  a  list  of  them  all.  It  wiU 
be  sufficient  to  mention  one  of  them,  whieh 
enjoys  a  certain  reputation  among  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  island,  and  bears  the  name  oC 
**  the  salt-baths''  (Aovrpii  rfis  a\vK^f). 

To  the  south  of  the  new  city,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  walk  from  the 
harbour  of  Panagia  towards  the  east,  there 
is  a  low  grotto  of  volcanic  sandstone,  45 
metres  long.  It  seems  to  be  artificial,  from 
the  seats  cut  in  the  sandstone,  as  well  as 
from  an  aperture  in  the  upper  part  to  let  in 
light.  In  this  grotto  there  is  water  enough 
for  a  whole  bath. ;  its  temperature  is  22^**  R. 
(82f  ^^  Fahr.).  When  the  thermometer,  how- 
ever,  was  plunged  into  the  spot  from  which 
the  water  seemed  to  issue,  I  found  the  tem- 
perature to  be  29®  R.  (97i**  Fah.) ;  while 
the  external  air  was  hardly  16**  R.  (68^ 
Fahr.)  It  was  limpid,  salt,  and  without 
smell ;  and  on  its  surface  were  floating  many 
pieces  of  a  delicate  crust  composed  of  carbo- 
nate and  sulphate  of  lime.  Its  ingredients 
are  salts  in  the  state  of  carbonates,  sulphates, 
and  hydrochlorates.  According  to  some 
writers  it  also  contains  sulphate  of  alumina 
in  small  quantity.  (Esped,  8cien(,  en 
MortCf  t.  ii.  p.  ii.  p.  289.) 

The  salt  baths,  not  very  long  ago,  were 
much  more  frequented  for  cutaneous  dis- 
eases, rheamatism,  and  paralysis.  In  a 
barren  plain,  about  500  metres  south-west  of 
the  grotto,  a  volcano  phenomenon  takes  place 
which  is  worth  mentioning ;  namely,  tiiat  a 
kind  of  boiling  mud  is  thrown  up,  from  a 
subterraneous  volcano,  through  numerous 
apertures ;  and  when  this  is  going  on,  it  is 
observed  that  the  quantity  of  the  water  men- 
tioned above  increases. 

Mr.  Ross,  Professor  of  Archeology  at 
Athens,  has  found  a  warm  spring  in  die 
southern  part  of  the  island  of  Serfo,  under  a 
mountain  containing  much  iron,  and  near 
the  ruins  of  an  ancient  tower.  Two  leagues 
and  a  half  from  the  city  of  Corinth,  tovnirda 
the  north-east  of  the  gulph  bearing  the  same 
name,  several  warm  springs  rise  from  a 
compact  calcareous  rock,  which  have  given 
the  name  of  LutraJn  (little  bath)  to  a  neigh- 
bouring village.  One  of  these  springs,  from 
spouting  furtli  the  greatest  quantity  of  water, 
is  called  Kefpa\60pv(ris  (ehitf  fountain) . 
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About  three  leagaes  from  this  place,  near  to  140^  Fabr.)    It  ia  saline,  and  rather 

the  small  harbour  of  Kenchrie,  it  seems  that  astringent,  with  the  odour  of  carbonic  acid 

the  thermal  waters  still  exist  which  formed  gas  ;  and  it  deposits  upon  the  sand  a  large 

of  old  the  **  hot  baths  of  Venus."  quantity  of  a  yellowish  brown  sediment,  in- 

Lastly,  the  members  of  the  scientific  ex-  dicating  the  peroxide  of  iron.    Sixteen  ounces 

pedition  to  the  Morea  found  another  ther-  of  it  afforded  : — 

mal  water,  copious  and  very  salt,  in  the  Carbonate  of  iron   •     .     .     .     16*000 

eastern  part  of  the  Peloponnesus,  ten  leagues  jloie   ....      4'050 

from  Patras,  near  the  harbour  called  Kunu-  Muriate  of  lime  .     .     !     .     .       1*643 

peK ;  its  temperature  was  28^°  R.  (96^©  ^^        g^j^ '     *     *     *     *    75  000 

^^r-)                                  ^  Sulphate  of  lime      ....       2634 

Cold  iahne  «pnf»^*.  —  These  are  very  ^^         magnesia  .     .     .     61-859 

common  in  Greece,  and  are  much  used  as  ^ith    carbonic    acid   in    an    undetermined 

purgatives,  whence  the  natives  call  Uiem  quantity,  and  traces  of  bromate  of  soda, 
laxative  waters,   or,  m  some  places,  hard 

waters.    They  have  not  been  accurately  ex-  The  large  quantity  of  iron  shows  that  its 

smined  by  any  chemist.   Among  these  are —  medical  virtues  must  be  considerable,  and 

1.  The  mineral  spring  in  the  harbour  of  the  natives  of  the  bland  use  it  with  great 
Mnnichia  in  Attica,  which  Professor  Ross  success  against  paralysis,  and  some  atonic 
believes  to  be  the  Sirangium  of  die  ancients,  diseases ;  but  as  the  waters  are  still  unco- 
Remains  of  an  artificial  Roman  basin  are  vcred  they  cannot  be  easily  frequented  by 

still  to  be  seen  there,  showing  that  it  was  foreigners*. 

used  in  old  times.     This  water  in  the  dose  of  

two  pounds  is  slightly  laxative  ;  and  I  have  CASES  OF  PHLEBITIS, 
myself  observed  good  effects  from  its  use  in 

what  are  called  obstructions  of  the  abdominal  ''"^  some  preliminary  remarks  on  its 

viscera,  particularly  of  the  liver.  pathology  and  TREATMBNTf. 

2.  Upon   the  island  of  iEgina,  not  far  By  N.  Cbapman,  M.D. 

from  the  city,  there  is  a  saline  water,  which  professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine 

Beems  to  be  of  the  same  nature  as  the  pre-  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 

ceding  one,  and  produces  the  same  effect.  _^ 

3.  In  the  harbour  of  Naussa,  in  the  island  t„  „^,„  «««^i„  u«»»<>«e  *v.»f  *«v.i<»Y^;*;a 
of  Paros,  hardly  ten  minutes'  walk  from  the  ^^.  ^.^'T  rarely  happens  that  phlebitis 
dtyofthesame^namcIfoundasaUnespring  originates  spontaneously.  Never  have 
wSch  the  inhabitant^  call  di  Santi  Anal  I  seen  a  case  of  it,  or  met  with  any 
oiri,  and  employ  as  a  purgative  in  the  spring,  on  record  which  I  would  admit  as  m- 
Its  use  seems  to  be  at  least  as  old  as  the  disputable.  Cruveilhier,  I  am  aware, 
middle  ages,  as  I  have  akeady  shown  in  the  it  is  said,  has  related  one  of  the  vena 
journal  entitled  VEsculapio,  porta,  which  is  often  quoted.     But  so 

4.  Dr.  Riiser,  our  illustrious  and  learned  far  from  this  being  true,  he  expressly 
first  physician,  when  accompanying  his  savs,  that  the  suppuration  was  of  the 
Majesty  to  continental  Greece  and  the  Pelo-  cellular  sheath, — the  vein  itself  being 

gonnesus,  found  other  springs  of  this  kind ;  perfectly  sound.     Generally  it  proceeds 

ut  as  they  are  not  yet  sufficiently  known,  from  some  mechanical  injury  done  to 

we  can  merely  indicate  the  places  where  they  jj^g  ygju  |jy  venesection,  or  other  sur- 

exist.    At  Malvasia,   at  St.  Nicholas,  at  gical  operations,  amputation,  the  extir- 

Marattonisi,  (with  an  ancient  inscnptaon)  ^^j^^  ^f  tumors,  and  such  like  deep 

at  Levezora  (with  an  ancient  bas-reliep.  at  ^^  extensive  incisions,  involving  large 

Limeni,  at  Barbom,  at  LuU^  m  the  Gulph  ^^^^^^     jhe  tying  of  varicose  veins, 

of  Arta,  ^^yoniza^here  the  springs  form  formerly  pr^tised  so  commonly, 

marshes  which  infect  the  town,  at  Galaxidi,  «"  «»"  V:  .!««„  Vvi^i;fi«  o^,-,^^^  ^f  it  n»wl 

in  the  Gulph  of  Corinth,  and  at  Aspra  P^^o^^d  a  very  prolific  source  of  U,  and 

g  jjj^        *^                                       *^  we  are  not  without  examples  of  its  hap- 

Chalybeate  «pnii^».— Besides  the  chaly-  pening  in  the  same  way  to  the  hemorr- 

beate  water  of  Caccavo,  which  we  mentioned  hoidal  veins,  of  which,  1  once  saw  an 

in  speaking  of  the  island  of  Thermia,  Greece  instance,  under  the  care  of  the  late 

possesses  a  spring  of  the  same  kind  at  Milos,  Professor  Physick.     Compression  from 

but  still  richer  in  iron.    Towards  the  south  adjacent  tumors  does  also  induce  it, 

of  the  new  city  in  this  island,  an  hour's  dis-  and  much  is  imputed  to  Uie  introduc- 

tance  from  Panagin,  there  arises  on  the  tion  of  a  virus  into  the  circulation  by 

beach,  and  in  the  very  sea  itself,  from  dif-      — --— -— ,.  ., ,«..«..; 

#w».,f  ««.^««.   ».r.i^n  o  ..^il  fnrmf>A  nf  tertiurr  *  ^ro™  f'  Ftfocamo,  an  Italian  mwiiral  joumal 

ferent  spnngs,  upon  a  soil  formed  ot  tertiary  ^^  ^-oasiaerulile  merit,  publisht-d  in  Malu.    ,.    ^ 

rocks,  and  covered  by  sand,  a  copious  stn^am  +  vrom  thr  Aimrncan  Jouruul  of  the  Medical 

of  the  temperature  of  45*'  to  48^  R.  (133^°  !ici«iices-JuIy  1H43. 
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inoculation,   or  otherwise.      Breschet  fully  the  operation    may  have  been 

goes  so  far  as  to  affirm,  that  it  may  be  performed,  without  6uffi?ring  in  some 

occasioned  by  bleeding  with  a  lancet  degree  from  it ; — and  on  three  occasions 

previously  used  in  vaccination,  not  tho-  so  severely,  as  to  place  her  life  in  im- 

roughly  cleaned,  and  he  cites  several  minent  danger.    Even  the  prickm^^  of 

cases,  where  it  proceeded  from  the  cuts  a  finger  from  a  needle  brought  on  im- 

of  a  scalpel  chai^d  with  the  matter  of  mense  tumefaction  of  the  arm,  up  to 

putrid  bodies.    Even  the  washing  their  the  shoulder,  with  the  other  phenomena 

excoriated  hands,  in  water,  employed  of  well-marked  phlebitis ;  —  and  the 

in  the  protracted  maceration  ot  flesh,  late  Professor  Physick,  who  saw  the 

he  saw  do  it  in  some  of  the  attendants  case  with  me,  mentioned  that  he  had 

on  a  dissecting-room.    Dance  mentions  met  with  two  others  precisely  like  it 

an  instance  of  a  surgeon,  who  died  of  The  instances  of  tumefaction  from  the 

an  attack  of  it,  brought  on  by  punc-  insertions  of  a  virus,  I  presume  to  be 

turing  a  small  phlegmon  with  a  care-  affections  of  the  lymphatics.     Notwith- 

fully  wiped  bistoury,  with  which   he  standing  all  which  has  been  urged  of 

had,  a  month   before,  laid  open  an  late  to  the  contrary,  1  cannot  believe 

anthrax.     Numberless  facts    to    the  that  veins  in  any  mode  are  absorbents ; 

same  purport  might  be  adduced.  —and  it  is  truly  said  by  an  eminent 

As  a  common  cause,  is  also  held  to  authority,   *'  that    whatever    may    be 

be  the  absorption  of  pus  or  acrid  fluids  fouifd  in  those  vessels,  whether  pus,  or 

from  foul  ulcers,  or  the  secretion  of  other   unusual)  matters,  is  generated 

various  surfaces,  as  of  the  uterus  and  within,  and  not  introduced  from  with- 

other  organs,  and  parts,  to  which  so  out." 

much,  we  have  seen,  has  been  referred  Except  in  traumatic  phlebitis,  and 
in  the  production  of  phlegmasia  dolens,  particularly  from  venesection,  it  is  not 
&c.  But  in  respect  to  the  latter,  I  have  uniformly  easy  to  distinguish  the  dis- 
always  been  exceedingly  distrustful,  ease,  and  when  seated  in  the  veins  of 
and  cannot  help  believing,  that  under  the  interior,  never,  perhaps,  with  any 
these  circumstanceSjthe  inflamed  veins,  precision  or  certainty.  Ilie  obscurity 
which  may  be  detected,  have  become  arises,  under  the  most  favourable  cir- 
so  by  a  derivation  from  the  structure  cumstances,  from  the  resemblance  it 
through  which  they  pass  being  pre-  bears  to  the  inflammation  of  the  lym- 
viously  in  that  state.  For  example,  in  phatics,  and  still  more  to  that  of  the 
hepatitis,  or  pulmonitis,  &c.  discovering  ceUular  tissue.  Between  these  three 
these  vessels  phlogosed,  it  is  to  be  affections,  at  their  height,  the  difference 
taken  as  the  effect,  and  not  the  cause,  is  less  appreciable,  since  the  cellular 
the  secondary  and  not  the  primary  le-  membrane  mostly  becomes  involved, 
sion.  This  proneness  of  the  veins  to  in  which  event  the  peculiarities  of  the 
be  thus  affected,  was  remarket}  by  others  are  merged  and  concealed.  Dif- 
Hunter,  especially  in  those  who  had  fusive  inflammation  of  this  tissue  fills 
died  of  amputation,  compound  fractures  up  all  interstices  and  inequalities^form- 
or  gangrene,  and  the  observation  does  ing  a  perfect  rotundity  of  surface, 
not  want  confirmation.  My  impres-  dense,  smooth,  and  polished*  But  in 
sion  on  the  whole,  is,  that  phlebitis  is  the  early  or  last  stage,  prior  to  exces- 
owing  almost  exclusively  to  a  wound  sive  tumefaction,  or  in  its  subsidence, 
of  the  vessel,  and  that  it  is  perhaps  the  phlogosed  vein  may  be  felt  in  a 
never  directly  occasioned  by  a  virus,  tortuous  course,  bard  and  knotty,  and 
Certainly,  it  may  be  excited  indepen-  sometimes,  also,  the  lymphatics  en- 
dently  of  any.  There  are  times  and  larged  and  indurated, 
individuals,  at  all  times,  when  the  That  this  is  a  dangerous  disease  suf- 
slightest  incision  or  puncture,  or  even  ficiently  appears  from  the  preceding 
a  scratch,  will  lead  to  the  most  disas-  history  of  it.  Timely  attended  to,  it  is 
trous  results  of  this  nature,  from  the  for  the  most  part  easily  arrested.  But 
cleanest  instruments.  Every  practi-  permitted  to  proceed  till  the  vein  is 
tioner  is  aware,  that  at  particular  sea-  intensely  inflamed,  and  especially  sup- 
sons,  phlebitis  is  very  apt  to  follow  puration  has  freely  taken  place,  witli 
venesection,  and  I  have  known  a  lady  the  establishment  of  the  multiplied 
for  thirty  years  who  has  never  been  sympathetic  affections  incident  to  this 
bled  during  that  period,  however  care-  stage  of  the  cabe,  our  efforts  arc  mostly 
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impotent,  and  death  is  to  be  anticipated,  involve  any  one,  or  every  oi^n  of  the 

Yet,  in  a  state  apparently  so  desperate,  body,  at  different  times,  in  inflamma- 

tbe   natural  resources  are  sometimes  tion  and  its  consequences.    Excepting, 

applied  successfully.  however,  the  purulent  depositions  pre- 

By  Hunter  it  was  declared,  that  the  viously  noticed,  I  am  not  sensible  of 
veins  in  phlebitis  reveal  on  dissection,  any  thing  in  the  consequent  derange- 
inflammation,  suppuration,  and  even  ments  meriting  further  attention.    Dis- 
ulceration.    Experience  has  since  fully  seminated  through  the  structure  of  the 
confirmed  the  accuracy  of  his  report,  organ,  they  are  detected  from  the  size 
and  to  which,  in  relation  to  the  appear-  of  a  pea  to  a  walnut,  or  sometimes 
ance  of  the  vein  itself,  little  has  oeen  double  or  treble,  or  quadruple  the  size; 
added.    Beginning  usually  in  the  in-  ths  number  always  larger  as  they  are 
temal  or  lining  tissue,  the  phlogosis,  diminutive.    They  are  infiltrations  of 
when  intense  and  persistent,  may  per-  pus  collected  at  a  point  or  points,  and 
vade  the  whole  of  tne  vascular  parietes.  not  properly  abscesses,   as  they  have 
Extravasations  of  lymph  are  common,  seldom  or  never  any  regular  cyst.    The 
and  distributed  in  a  similar  manner,  organ  is  usually  found  mostly  inflamed 
Deposits  of  it  are  on  either  surface  or  immediately  around  the  deposit.     It  is 
botn,  and    inter-tissual,    or  in  other  the  fashion  of  the  day  to  elevate  in 
words  between  the  membranes.    The  importance  and  frequency  the  diseases 
same  may  be  said  of  pus,  and  of  ulcera-  of  the  veins,  and  the  accounts  we  re- 
tion,  existing  in  one  or  the  entire  coats,  ceive  respecting  them  are  exaggerated, 
But  of  these  several  anatomical  charac-  and  must  be  received  with  qualifica- 
ters,  something  more    must  be  said,  tions.    Even  more  than  the  heart  and 
The  inflammation  is  faint,  or  of  a  rose,  the  arteries  are  they  susceptible  to  tut- 
or of  a  deep  scarlet,  or  brownish  hue,  bibition ;    and  mere  redness,  which  I 
in  specks,  or  striated  or  arborescent,  suspect  has  been  too  readily  admitted 
local  or  extending  along  to  the  heart,  as  evidence  of  phlogosis,  proves  here 
continuously  or  m  detached  patches,  equally    delusive.      Coloration,    with 
between  wmch  the  intervening  spaces  injection  of  the  vessels  of  the  surface, 
are  healthy.    Collections  of  pus  and  warrants  a  suspicion  of  the  existence  of 
of  lymph  are  detected   sometimes  in  this  state,  though  not  conclusive.    De- 
the  calibre  of  the  vessel  to  an  amount  monstration  or  it  is  only  afforded  by 
very  seriously  to  embarrass,  or  even  to  the  presence  of  lymph  or  pus,  or  thick- 
obstruct  the  circulation,  and  coagula  of  ening  or  softening  of  tissues,  or  other 
blood  have  been  seen,  though  seldom,  changes  of  structure, 
separately  or  united  to  the  other  mat-  Contemplating  the  pathology  of  this 
ters,  having  the  same  effect.    There  affection,  we  are  at  once  struck  with 
are  instances,  too,  where,  from  adhe-  some  circumstances  in  it  exceedingly 
sions  of  the  sides  of  the  vessel,  a  total  anomalous  and  heteroclite.    The  mode 
obliteration  is  produced,  and  should  sometimes,  of  its  origin,  and  that  a  tri- 
recovery  take  place,  it  becomes  ulti-  vial  lesion  of  a  vein,  so  often  exten- 
mately  a  dense,  impervious  cord.    The  sively  injured  with  impunity,  should 
ulcers  are  few  or  many,  superficial  or  lead  to  such  wide  constitutional  dis- 
deep.     I  once   saw  several  that  had  turbance,  and  this  nearly  always  show- 
gone  entirely  through  the  walls  of  the  in^  a  tendency  to  typhoid  debility  and 
vessel.    Lymph  having  been  deposited  vitiation,  are  certainly  very  extraordi- 
on  the  exterior  surface,  it  occasionally  nary.    I  have  already  alluded  to  the 
agglutinates  the  vein  to  the  surround-  sineular  predisposition  in  these  cases, 
ing  cellular  surface,  and  abscesses  are  without,  nowever,  assi^ing  the  nature 
formed.    Generally  the  texture  of  the  of  it,  which  I  am  unaole  to  do.    It  oc- 
vesscl  is  softened,  sometimes  to  pulta-  curs,  perhaps,  most  frequently  in  va- 
ceousness,  and  in  one  instance,  from  the  rious  cachectic  states,  wnile  on  other 
colour,   the  odour,  and  other  circum-  occasions  it  is  met  with  apparently  in 
stances,  I  had  reason  to  suppose  the  the  soundest  and  most  healthy  condi- 
existence  of  gangrene,  as  well  of  it  as  tions.    Could  it  be  demonstrated  that 
the  adjacent  cellular  membrane.  the  local  inflammation  was  rapidly  and 

These  are  the  principal  lesions,  which  widely  diffused  through  the  veins,  so 

may  be  restricted  to  a  single  vessel  or  as  to  embrace  any  Tar^c  portion  of 

extend  to  others  more  or  less  ^ffusely  them,  then  an  explanation  would  be 

-~or  indeed,  according  to  some  writers,  afforded  of  the  enormous  mischief  pro- 
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daced.  Granting  it  sometimefihappens,  state  of  rest,  and  which  can  onl^r  be 
it  cannot  be  averred  that  it  generally  attained  by  putting  it  into  a  nicely 
does.  The  contrary,  indeed,  is  nearer  adjusted  case.  It  is  very  much  the 
true,  or  that  in  a  laree  number  of  in-  custom  here  to  have  one  carved,  that  it 
stancesoftraumatic  phlebitis,  especially  may  be  more  exactly  accommodated  to 
from  venesection,  the  inflammation  is  the  contours  of  the  part,  by  which  the 
restricted  to  a  few  inches  from  the  main  object  is  better  secured,  and  the 
wound,  and  though  it  may  run  up  to  pain  of  motion  prevented.  The  sus- 
(he  heart,  it  seldom  involves  other  pjensory  sHnff,  made  of  a  handkerchief 
veins.  The  phenomenon  is  only  expli-  tied  round  the  neck,  commonly  used 
cable  on  the  supposition  of  the  sym-  elsewhere  for  the  arm,  is  a  miserable 
pathies  of  the  rest  of  the  veins  with  contrivance,  having  unquestionably 
the  affected  one.  Considering  that  often  led  to  the  most  disastrous  conse- 
these  vessels  form  a  natural  and  ho-  quences.  The  antiphlogistic  plan  is 
mogeneous  system  engaged  in  the  same  now  to  be  adopted,  and,  as  part  of  it, 
operations,  it  is  presumable  indepen-  venesection  would  seem  to  claim 
dently  of  other  proof,  that  they  have  a  priority  of  attention.  Experience, 
very  intimate  consent  of  parts,  by  which  however,  teaches,  that  the  benefit  re- 
there  is  a  reciprocity  of  sufferings,  suiting  from  it  is  never  proportioned  to 
oftener,  however,  of  functional  irrita-  what  might  be  reasonably  anticipated 
tion  than  positive  disease ;  or,  in  other  — that  it  is  sometimes  utterly  unavail- 
words,  that  what  was  primarily  a  local  ing — and  that  a  very  serious  objection 
phlegmasia  is  rendered  a  constitutional  to  it  is,  that  it  is  very  apt  to  be  fol- 
affection,  without  an  extension  of  ac-  lowed  by  a  fresh  attack  of  phlebitis, 
tual  inflammation.  Different,  however,  evidence  of  which  has  come  under  my 
is  it  in  a  more  advanced  stage  of  the  own  observation.  It  may  therefore  be 
case,  where  the  adynamic  degeneration  best  not  to  resort  to  it  unless  exdte- 
has  supervened.  Great  reason  is  there  ment  is  high  and  general — leeches,  on 
to  suppose  that  suppuration  here  exists,  the  whole,  being  decidedly  preferable, 
and  that  the  immense  change  thus  These  are  to  be  liberally  applied  alon? 
suddenly  wrought  in  the  character  and  the  course  of  the  vein,  and  again  and 
physio^omy  of  the  disease  proceeds  again  repeated.  Emollient  cats^lasms 
from  tne  mingling  of  pus  with  the  or  fomentations  may  also  be  useful, 
blood.  Endo-carditis  alone,  to  which  and  especially  where  the  swelling  is 
it  has  been  imputed,  will  not  account  extensive.  Tne  case  proving  obstinate, 
for  it.  The  phenomena  of  the  two  menacing  a  serious  career,  of  all  reme- 
cases  are  dissimilar,  and  those  of  the  dies  the  one  deserving  of  the  greatest 
veins  are  precisely  such  as  are  induced  confidence  is  a  blister.  Numerous  are 
by  injecting  certain  fluids,  and  above  the  instances  in  which  I  have  wit- 
all,  putrid  fluids,  into  the  circulation,  nessed  its  superior  efficacy ;  and  I  be- 
Nor  is  the  amount  of  matter  secreted  lieve  there  is  little  division  of  sentiment 
inadequate  to  the  effect.  In  three  ex-  as  to  its  extraordinary  value  among 
tremely  grave  instances  of  phlebitis  the  profession  in  this  part  of  the 
from  bleeding,  attended  by  me,  at  each  country.  From  what  I  have  seen  and 
visit  I  pressed  out  of  the  orifice  of  the  heard  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that 
vein  half  an  ounce  or  more  of  an  ill-  it  will  at  once  arrest  a  lar^e  majority 
conditioned  or  illaudable  pus.  of  cases.    But  though  comincr  from  the 

Not  conversant  with  any  other  form  late  Professor  Physick — published  by 
of  the  disease  than  that  of  which  I  him  some  forty  years  ago,  and  since 
have  just  sjpoken,  and  entertaining  the  frequently  alluded  to  with  the  highest 
conviction  it  is  the  only  one  capable  of  commenaation  in  the  writings  of  this 
recognition  with  any  certainty,  at  all  country,  it  seems  to  have  attracted 
events  in  time  to  do  any  thing  efficient,  scarcely  any  attention  in  Europe,  or,  at 
I  shall  confine  my  practical  remarks  to  least,  I  do  not  find  it  noticed  in  the 
it.  These,  however,  should  a  case  of  treatises  on  the  subject  I  have  con- 
spontaneous  origin  be  detected  in  sea-  suited,  with  a  solitary  exception : 
son,  will  be  equally  applicable  to  it,  so  Cooper,  in  his  Surgical  Dictionary,  ap- 
far,  at  least,  as  concerns  the  general  propriates  a  paragraph  to  it,  without 
treatment.  praise  or  censure.    The  manner  of  ap- 

We  are,  in  the  first  place,  to  support  plication  is,  to  place  a  narrow  strip  of 

the  limb,  so  as  to  secure  an  abbolute  I'pispaslic  plaster  along  the  course  of 
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the  vein,  as  far  as  it  appears  to  be  in-  the  ligature  should  be  preferred.    Yet 

flamed,  cuttinc^  an  opening  in  it  at  the  it  must  be  confessed,  tnat  ^it  would  be 

orifice,  over  wnich  a  soft  poultice  is  to  a  very  serious  affair  to  lay  open  and 

be    placed ;    and   the    blister    having  tie  a  vein  in  the  state  of  parts  so  irri- 

drawn,  is  to  be  so  dressed  as  to  be  kept  tatcd  as  tliey  are  when  the  operation 

freely  discharging.     Little  further  of  is    most  demanded,    and  whether    it 

any  peculiarity  appertains  to  the  ma-  would  be  for  good  or  for  evil,  is  un- 

nagement  of  this  state  of  the  affection,  certain. 

Evacuations  of  the  bowels,  and  the  or-  Caused  as  it  may  be,  whether  b^  the 
dinary  antifebrile  mixtures,  are  usually  introduction  of  pus,  as  I  think  it  is,  or 
dir^ted.  But  enormous  doses  of  tar-  in  any  other  mode,  when  the  typhoid 
tansed  antimony  are  recently  praised,  malignant  stage  sets  in,  whatever  is 
and  so  is  the  profuse  use  of  mercury,  calculated  to  uphold  or  renovate  the 
It  is  difficult  to  discern  the  motive  for  vital  forces  is  resorted  to,  with  how- 
such  practice  ;  there  is  no  evidence  of  ever  seldom  any  advantage. 
its  success,  and  much  in  it  to  condemn.  Designing  to  annex  some  cases,  in 
Chiefly  do  I  rely,  at  this  juncture,  on  a  which  the  treatment  of  this  affection  is 
combination  of  calomel,  ipecacuanha,  more  detailed,  I  have  now,  to  avoid  the 
and  opium,  in  moderate  portions,  and  prolixity  of  repetitions,  presented  only 
where  pain  and  restlessness  are  promi-  an  outline  of  it.  The  first  of  these 
nent,  increase  considerably  the  latter  cases  is  probably  the  second  on  record 
article,  or  give  at  once  the  Dover's  of  suppurative  phlebitis,  it  having  been 
powder  largely.  The  promotion  of  preceded  only  by  the  one  reported  by 
perspiration,  I  very  strongly  suspect,  Mr.  Hunter,  to  which  I  have  before 
has  not  here  been  duly  appreciated.  alluded. 

As  the  case  advances,  tne  indication  It  is  given  as  it  was  originally  pub- 
arises  to  prevent  the  pus,  the  secretion  lished,  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  in 
of  which  may  now  be  apprehended,  the  Eclectic  Repertory,  one  of  our 
from  being  transmitted  to  the  heart;  journals,  which  will  account  for  some 
and  with  this  view  divers  expedients  circumstances  in  the  narrative  not 
have  been  suggested  to  interrupt  the  otherwise  very  intelligible, 
communication.      Compression  above 

the  orifice  was  practisea  by  Hunter,  so  Case  I. — In  the  month  of  March  1810, 

as  to  obliterate  the  canal  by  adhesion  I  was  requested  by  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  W. 

of  the  sides  of  the  vessel.     But  this  Francis;  of  this  city,  to  visit  his  coachman, 

having  failed,   after  a  fair  trial,  was  On  inquiring  into  the  case,  I  learned  that 

abandoned,  and  a  division  of  the  vein  ?»»?t  day«  ^^'>^\  ^^»^«  °°  *  J°»*™y;.  J« 

substittited  with  probably  no  greater  ^  ^  »^^^f  "?  ^^«  «T?°"^  ""'^  «>5.^' 

success.    Discouraged  from  the  further  'TTPijr  °^  P?T^A,l5l?  "'"'^  ""^^ 

..          r  •*  °  !•     *   -^     A  yielded  to  a  moderate  bleedmg. 

prosecution  of  It,  a  ligature  was  next  ^  The  next  morning  he  felt  for  the  first  time 

advised,  and  which,  though  promising  ^^^  ^          of  pai^and  tension  in  the  right 

more  fairly,  I  do  not  know  has  ever  ^^^m,  in  wWch  he  had  been  bled.     But  the 

been  attempted.      The  project,  there-  uneasiness  was  so   trifling,  and  in   other 

fore,  of  arresting  the  pus,  would  seem  respecto  he  was  so  well,  that  he  contmued 

to  be  deemed  hopeless.  on  the  journey.    The  exertion  of  driving,  as 

That  the  two  nrst  operations  should  might  have  been  expected,  aggravated  ez- 

not  have  answered  is  sufhciently  intel-  ce^ngly  these  affections.    Yet  such  washii 

ligible.     Compression  adequate  to  the  anxiety  to  reach  home,  that  he  studiously 

end  could  not  uc  made,  it  is  presuma-  disguised  his  real  situation,  lest  he  might  be 

ble,  without  at  the  same  interrupting  left    behind— and    obstinately    persevered, 

the  arterial  circulation ;  and  indepen-  against  every  remonstrance,  to  perform  hii 

denily   of  the  pain   induced   by  it,    I  duties  as  coachman.    But  on  the  last  day  of 

doubt  excecdinglv  its  feasibility  at  all,  the  journey,  overcome  by  the  severity  of  his 

in  a  limb  so  swollen  as  happens  at  the  «fffe"ng«»  ^e  reluctontiy  consented  to  be 

period  when  the  experiment  becomes  placed  m  the  carnage,  and  was  m  this  way 

*     *•/•  1 1         i-1   AA«        ai-         •      •_  A  conveyed  to  the  city, 

justifiable.      Cutting  the  vein  m  two  m/  attendance  on  him   commenced  in 

does  not  intercept  the  progress  of  the  ^y^^  ^^^^    an  hour  or  two  after  his  arrival, 

blood  effectually,  while  every  objection  Even  at  this  eariy  stage,  the  case  presented 

to  the  ligature  applies  to  this  opera-  a  very  serious  aspect.     The  arm  was  sweUed 

tion  m  an  equal  force.     Determining,  to  perhaps  twice  its  natural  size,  and  the 

therefore,  ou  any  of  these  expedients,  pain  and  inflammation  were  excessive.    By 
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pressure,  a  copious  stream  of  purulent  matter  night  I  ordered,  moreover »  that  he  should 
issued  from  the  orifice,  and  I  could  distinctly  take  at  stated  intervals  a  solution  of  salts  till 
trace  the  enlargement  of  the  vein  for  severed  it  purged  him  actively, 
inches,  imparting  the  sensation  of  a  In  Uie  morning  he  appeared  in  some  re- 
hard,  inelastic  tube,  enclosed  under  the  spects  to  be  better.  The  blister  had  drawn 
integuments.  well,  and  the  pain  and  swelling  were  in  con- 

Nor    were     these    the    only    untoward  sequence    considerably  reduced.       Neither 

circumstances  of  the  case.     There  was  also  was  he  so  restless  or  irritable,  and  his  mind 

considerable  pain  in  the  left  side,  with  a  had  ceased  to  wander, 
universal    soreness    pervading    his     body.         When  at  night  I  again  called,  he  was  mudi 

Little  or  no  fever  was  indicated  by  the  pulse,  as  he  had  been  at  my  preceding  visit.    The 

which  was  weak,  irregular,  and  quick ; — of  swelling  of  the  arm  was  perhaps  somenhat 

a  contracted  volume,  and  rather  corded.     It  further  abated.     But  in  a  few  hours  after- 

was  more  a  disturbed  than  a  febrile  pulse —  wards  the  pain  in  the  side,  which  at  no 

certainly  evincing  nothing  of  an  inflammatory  period  had  entirely  subsided,  reverted  with 

diathesis.     But  though  apparently  not  much  violence.       It  did  not,  however,  raise  his 

if  at  all  feverish,  he  was  greatly  harassed  by  pulse. 

restlessness  and  inquietude.    The  tempera-         Convinced  by  a  variety  of  considerations 

ture  of  his  body  was  unequal  and  fluctuating,  that  the  pain  proceeded  from  inflammati<m 

When  his  attention  was  fixed  by  conversation  of  the  heart,  I  placed  a  large  blister  over 

addressed  directly  to  him,  his  mind  seemed  the  r^on  of  that  organ.     Though  relieved 

perfectly  rational ;   but  otherwise  he  quickly  by  this  application  of  the  pain,  I  had  the 

became  flighty ; — talking  incoherently,  and  mortification  of  seeing  him  (he  succeeding 

endeavouring  to  get  out  of  bed.    Whatever  morning  in  a  situation  of  increased  danger, 

were  my  doubts  as  to  the  ultimate  event,  I  With  a  pulse  weak,  quick,  and  tremulous,  he 

entertained  none  respecting  the  nature  of  the  was  wild  and  distracted.     I  directed  that  he 

complaint,  or  the  cause  which  had  produced  should  lose  six  or  eight  ounces  of  blood  by 

it.     I  was  at  once  satisfied  that  the  whole  of  cups,  from  the  neck  and  temples,  and  to 

the  existing  mischief  was  attributable  to  in-  have  a  blister  put  on  behind  each  ear. 
flammation  of  the  vein,  extending  probably         It  now  appeared  to  me  to  be  literally  of 

to  the  heart,  and  to  the  introduction  of  pus  vital  importance  to  intercept  the  pus  in  its 

into  the  blood.     To  the  latter  cause  I  the  course  to  the   circulation.       I,   therefore, 

more  promptly  imputed  the  train  of  nervous  resolved  without  delay  to  make  use  of  com- 

affections,  as  I  had  seen,  in  a  series  of  ex-  pression,    though    it    seemed    still    to    be 

periments,   phenomena  of   the  same  kind  forbidden  by  the  tumefaction  of  the  limb, 

induced  by  the  injection  of  pus,  of  milk,  of  A  bandage  and  compress  were  accordingly 

oil,  of  mucilage,  and  other  bland  fluids,  into  applied  a  short  distance  above  the  puncture, 

the  veins  of  different  animals.  But  nothing  material  was  gained  by  these 

Nor  could  I  hesitate  long  as  to  the  prac-  applications.       The    swelling  of    the    arm 

tice  to  be  pursued.     To  subdue  the  inflam-  however  declined,  and  no  inconvenience  was 

mation  of  the  vein,  and  arrest  the  pus  in  its  experienced  from  the  compression.      The 

passage   to   the   circulation,    were  obvious  pus  continued  to  flow  profusely  from  the 

indications.  orifice :  this  was  late  in  the  evening. 

Notwithstanding  the  feebleness  of  arterial        My  visit  the  next  morning  found  lum 

action,  I  bled  him  to  the  amount  of  twelve  worse.     To  all   the  bad  symptoms  which 

ounces.      I  suspected  a  state  of  depression,  previously  prevailed,  were  now  added  some 

and  thought  it  not  unlikely  that  the  pulse  still  more  inauspicious.     The  morbid  sensi- 

might  rise  by  depletion.     Where  so  large  a  bility  of  his  body  had  become  so  exquisite, 

vessel  was  inflamed,  and  seemingly  too,  the  that  he  could  not  bear  the  slightest  touch,  or 

heart  itself,  it  certainly  was  not  unreasonable  scarcely  the  weight  of  the  bedclothes  without 

to  conjecture  that  the  want  of  diffused  ex-  complaining.     So  sensibly  alive  was  he  to 

citement  was  owing  to  this  condition  of  the  every  sudden  impression,  that  by  opening  or 

system.      But  my   anticipations  were   not  shutting  the  door,   or  walking  across  the 

realized.     The  bleeding  was  indeed  followed  room,  or  by  a  question  put  to  him  in  a  sharp 

by'  no  sensible  effect,  and  the  blood  was  tone  of  voice,  or  by  a  strong  glare  of  light, 

without  any  very  peculiar  appearances.     It  he  was  startled  and  sometimes  exceedingly 

did  not,  it  is  true,  separate  as  it  ordinarily  agitated. 

does.     The  serum  and  crassamentum  were         At  this  critical  juncture  I  resorted  to  the 

commixed,  as  if  slightly  stirred  together.     I  advice  of  Dr.  James,  who  very  obligingly  met 

could  detect  no  pus  in  the  blood.  me  in  considtation.     We  agreed  to  give  the 

I  next  enveloped  completely  the  arm  with  camphorated  emulsion  in  large  doses,  and  to 

a  blister  from  the  elbow  to  the  shoulder,  ex-  have  stimulating  injections  repeatedly  admi- 

cepting  at  the  puncture,  which  was  covered  nistered.      But  this  treatment  was  equally 

with  a  small  emollient  poultice  to  facilitate  unavailing,    and   my  patient   progressively 

the  evacuation  of  the  matter.      During  the  sunk.       Low   delirium,    cold    extremities, 
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tremors  of  the  nerres,  and  eonvulBiTe  cough,  Abemethy,  &c.  &c.     I  had  never  before  an 

soon  supervened.     His  pulse  became  hardly  opportunity   of  trying  compression   under 

perceptible.      The  pupils  of  the  eyes  were  such  circumstances,  or  ofseeing  it  employed, 

widely  dilated,  and  his  countenance  assumed  My  conviction  now  is  that  it  will  rarely  suc- 

an  expression  uncommonly  haggard,  phren-  ceed.     It  is  confessedly  at  all  times  difficult 

sled,  and  distressed.     Desperate  as  I  deemed  to  produce  a  union  in  tubular  or  fistulous 

the  case,  I  did  not  permit  my  exertions  to  ulcers,  even  where  pressure  can  be  used.     It 

be  relaxed.    By  the  constant  use  of  the  most  u  yet  more  so,  to  effect  a  coalescence  be^ 

powerful  stimulants,  such  as  camphor  and  tween  the  opposite  surfaces  of  blood-vessels, 

opium,   the  volatile  alkali,   the  spirits  of  because,  among  other  obstacles,  the  coagula- 

turpentine,  ether,  wine,  and  brandy,  I  pro-  ble  lymph  which  is  the  medium  of  attach- 

tracted  his  existence  for  three  days  longer,  raent,  must  in  a  great  measure  be  swept  away 

without  having  however,  during  this  inter-  by  the  circulation  as  fast  as  it  is  deposited, 

val,  a  single  gleam  of  hope  afforded  me  by  It  is  besides  almost  impracticable  to  make 

any  change  of  his  recovery.  adequate  compression  on  any  of  the  veins  of 

The  morning  after  my  patient  expired,  I  the  arm,  without  interrupting  the  return  of 
made  an  examination,  with  a  view  of  ascer-  the  blood.  I  confess,  however,  that  these 
taining  the  exact  state  of  things.  I  exposed  speculative  objections  to  the  practice,  have 
the  vein  from  the  wrist  to  the  axilla.  The  less  weight  with  me  than  the  melancholy  in- 
external  surface  of  the  vessel  was  in  many  stance  of  its  failure  which  I  witnessed.  In 
places  inflamed,  and  especially  above  the  the  case  of  my  patient  the  experiment  was 
puncture.  Between  this  and  the  shoulder,  fiiirly  made, — for  five  days  and  nights  sac- 
matter  had  escaped  from  the  vein  by  four  cessively,  I  continued  the  compression,  and 
distinct  sinuses  into  the  neighbouring  with  the  utmost  vigilance  to  the  due  rqg^ula- 
cdlular  membrane,  forming  small  abscesses,  tion  of  it.  Distrusting,  therefore,  the 
Two  of  these  sinuses  were  high  up  the  arm.  efficacy  of  this  expedient,  if  ever  I  should 

I  dissected  very  carefully  the  parts  adja-  meet  with  a  similar  case  I  would  apply  a 
cent  to  the  wound.  Directly  around  it  there  ligature  to  the  vein.  The  operation,  how- 
was  an  abscess  containing,  I  presume,  a  ever,  will  not  often  be  necessary.  It  can 
large  spoonful  of  pus,  mixed  with  a  dark  only  be  required  where  suppuration  has  taken 
fetid  sanies.  Sphacelus  had  already  destroyed  place,  and  there  are  grounds  for  the  appre- 
a  portion  of  the  cellular  texture.  hension  that  the  matter  is  travelling  into 

I  next  laid  open  the  vein.    There  was  in-  circulation.    Cases  of  this  sort  are  extremely 

flammation  more  or  less,  from  a  little  below  rare.     Few,  at  least,   have  been  recorded, 

the  elbow  to  the  final  point  of  my  dissection,  I  have  met  in  my  researches  with  only  one 

without  being  anywhere  very  great.     By  the  at  all  analogous.     They  have  hitherto  been 

appearance  of  the  coat  of  the  vein   there  contemplated  by  writers  rather  as  a  possible 

was,  however,  the  amplest  proof  of  its  hav-  than  an  actual  occurrence, 
ing  existed  in  the  highest  grade,  and  which        Injuries  to  the  veins  from  bleeding  are,  for 

is  abundantly  shown  by  the  formation  of  the  the  most  part,  attended  by  only  circum- 

sinuses,  &c.     Below  and  above  the  orifice  scribed  inflammation.    The  suppurative  pro- 

for  several  inches,  gangrene  had  taken  place,  cess  seldom  ensues.     Even  when  it  happens 

bounded  by  an  extensive  erysipelatous  blush,  it  is  generally  limited  to  the  vicinity  of  the 

and  the  inner  surface  of  the  vessel  within  wound,   through  which  the  pus  u  either 

this  space,  had  begun  to  slough.  fireely  evacuated,  or  is  lodged  in  the  sur- 

The  quantity  of  pus  in  the  cavity  of  the  rounding  cellular  texture,  and  the  abscess 

vein  was  small.     It  ought,  indeed,  to  have  thus  formed  may  be  made  by  an  opening  to 

been  stated  that  for  two  or  three  days  prior  discharge   externally,    if,    contrary    to  the 

to  his  death  the  discharge  from  the  orifice  ordinary  course,   it  does  not  do  it  spon- 

had  gradually  diminished.     No  disposition  taneously. 

whatever  was  evinced  any  where  along  the         Case  II. — It  was  in  1816,  I  think,  for, 

canal  of  the  vein,  to  an  adhesion  of  its  sides,  owing  to  a  casualty    the  date   cannot  be 

My  wish  to  extend  the  dissection  was  frus-  ascertained  exactly,  that  I  was  requested  by 

tratcd.     Enough  however  has  been  brought  Dr.  M.  Phillips,  a  young  physician  of  this 

light  by  this  partial  exposition,  to  confirm  city,  to  visit  with  him  an  elderly  man,  a 

my  original  notions  as  to  the  nature    and  native  of  Germany,  whom  he  considered  vary 

causes  of  this  series  of  extraordinary  affec-  strangely   and    alarmingly    affected.      Five 

tions.  days  previously  he  had  been  bled  for  sciatica, 

In  reflecting  on  the  management  of  the  and,  according  to  the  popular  prejudice  of 

case,  I  have  only  to  regret  having  confided  his  country,  in  the  foot  of  the  same  side  in 

too  much  in  compression  as  a  means  of  pro-  which  the  pain  was  seated.    Being  relieved  of 

moting  adhesion.     But  surely  I  shall  escape  the  rheumatism  by  the  loss  of  blood,  he  the 

censure,  for  having  adopted  a  measure  which  next  day  resumed  his  occupation  of  driving  a 

had  been  approved  by  the  very  high  and  con-  cart,  and  of  course  was  much  on  his  feet, 

cur/ent     authority    of    Hunter,     Cooper,  Early  in  the  evening  he  came  home  with 
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BOTere  pain  shooting  up  th6  leg,  ascribed  to  No  longer,  owing  to  extreme  obeiitj,  owild 
a  return  of  rheumatism.  T^ds  increanng  blood  be  obtained  from  the  arm,  and  os  tins 
during  the  night,  with  considerable  swelling  occasion  a  vein  in  the  hand  was  opened. 
of  the  limb,  Dr.  Phillips  was  sent  for,  who,  Eleven  days  after  this,  and  when  theincisioo 
adopting  a  similar  view  of  the  nature  of  had  couipletely  healed,  which  indeed  it  did 
the  case,  treated  it  in  the  usual  manner  very  promptly,  she  for  the  first  time  corn- 
by  general  and  local  bleeding,  purging,  plained  of  sharp  darting  pains  along  the 
the  mild  diaphoretics,  and  divers  local  course  of  the  vein  up  the  limb.  As  Dr. 
applications,  fomentations,  liniments,  &o.  Physick,  her  family  physician,  was  confined 
Great  as  the  pain  and  swelling  were,  his  pulse  at  the  period  by  sickness,  the  bleeder  who 
had  never  been  fiill  or  active,  the  temperature  had  performed  the  operation  was  sent  for,  by 
even  of  the  part  high,  or,  indeed,  any  very  whom  she  was  told  that  a  nerve  or  a  tendon 
unequivocal  evidence  of  fever,  and  though  the  had  been  pricked,  and  that  nothing  was  to 
orifice  of  the  vein  had  not  united,  there  was  be  apprehended,  as  it  was  an  injury  tem- 
nothing  very  peculiar  about  it.  The  man  porary  in  its  nature,  and  readily  cored. 
becoming,  however,  restless  and  delirious,  Directing  her  to  wear  the  hand  in  a  sling, 
with  chills,  rigors,  and  other  alarming  symp-  and  to  bathe  it  with  an  emollient  liniment,  he 
toms,  I  was  consulted.  The  preceding  ac-  retired.  But  henceforward  the  pain  and 
count  I  derived  from  the  attending  physician,  swelling  of  the  forearm  rapidly  incrttsed,  and 
and  which  was  confirmed  by  the  wife  of  the  the  same  person  was  again  consulted,  who 
patient.  now  advised  the  loss  of  blood  by  leeches, 

On  entering  the  chamber  I  was  struck  with  which  were  several  times  repeated,  followed 
the  wild  and  phrensied  expression  of  counte-  by  poultices.  No  advantage,  however,  was 
nance,  and  soon  perceived  that  he  was  gained  by  these  applications,  and  she  be- 
greatly  agitated  and  distressed.  Not  con-  coming  a  good  deal  weakened,  and  slightly 
tent  scarcely  for  a  moment  in  any  one  position,  wandering*  in  her  slumbers.  Dr.  Physick  was 
he  was  alternately  up  and  down,  or  tossing  urgcitly  requested  td  see  her.  Discerning 
himself  from  side  to  side  of  the  bed,  and  had  her  perilous  situa6on,  and  from  the  in- 
evidently  a  sort  of  spasmodic  jerking  of  the  firmities  of  his  own  health  being  ineapablt 
limbs.  Examining  the  case,  I  found  his  of  paying  her  the  attentions  he  thought  she 
intelligence  very  imperfect,  the  pulse  feeble  required,  he  waited  in  the  house  till  I  came 
and  tremulous,  the  skin  cool,  covered  with  a  to  his  assistance.  The  preceding  history  of 
dewy  sweat,  especially  about  the  forehead  and  the  case  was  then  related  by  him  to  me. 
neck,  and  there  were  nervous  tremors,  and  This  was  late  in  the  afternoon.  Her  geoenl 
difficulty  both  of  articulation  and  deglutition,  condition  reminded  us  much  of  that  of  the 
The  whole  of  the  leg,  and  part  of  tibe  thigh,  incipiency  of  low  typhoid  fever.  The  eyes 
were  prodigiously  swollen,  tense,  and  pale,  were  injected,  the  pupils  slightly  dilated, 
and  around  the  orifice,  which  was  closed  by  with  a  swimming  fatuous  expression,  and  she 
some  thick  glutinous  matter,  was  an  abscess  felt  some  uneasiness  of  the  head.  Deep 
of  nearly  an  inch  in  diameter  that  had  not  sighing  was  frequent,  and  though  she  had 
before  been  observed.  By  gently  pressing  vomited  once  or  twice  she  still  complained 
it,  a  sanious  fluid  flowed  out  freely,  and  from  of  epigastric  oppression  and  of  nausea. 
stroking  the  vein  above  it,  amounted  alto-  There  was  some  distension  of  the  abdomen, 
gether  to  an  ounce  and  a  half.  The  whole  probably  owing  to  the  loaded  state  of  the 
of  the  affected  portion  of  the  extremity  was  bowels,  as  she  was  constipated ;  the  tern- 
covered  with  a  blister  except  at  the  orifice,  perature  of  the  surface  unequal ;  the  ex- 
over  which  a  poultice  was  placed,  and  opium,  tremities  cool  and  pallid,  while  the  head  was 
the  carbonate  of  ammonia,  and  brandy  toddy  preternaturally  warm,  and  the  ftioe  rather 
liberally  given.  In  the  evening  he  appeared  florid.  Her  pulse  was  quick,  irritated,  and. 
decidedly  worse,  having  had  several  tetanoid  corded,  of  very  small  volume,  and  so  irregu- 
spasms,  and  becoming  so  furiously  deranged,  lar  as  to  be  somewhat  intermittent.  De- 
that  several  men  were  required  to  restrain  pression  of  spirits  was  very  conspicuous,  and 
him  from  acts  of  violence.  He  died  in  the  she  frequently  declared  that  her  sensations 
night  in  a  convulsioiv  of  which  he  had  were  such,  that  she  was  sure  her  death  was 
several  previously.      Every  effort  was  re-  inevitable. 

sisted  to  get  an  autopsic  inspection  even  of        To  the  elbow,  the  arm  was  much  swollen 

the  vein.  and  exquisitely  tender,  with  little  pain  in  it, 

Cask  III. — Not  long  after  the  preceding,  either  lancinating  or  pulsatory,  and  pretty 

I  saw,  with  Professor  Physick,  a  third  case  of  nearly  of  the  natural  hue,  except  here  and 

this  affection.     It  was  in  a  middle-aged  lady,  there  some  livid  spots  appeared..    The  orifice 

cor])ulent,plethoric,  and  of  sedentary  or  even  was  inflamed,   and  its    lips    pouting,   and 

sluggish  habits.     Frightened  by  a  recurrence  slightly  retorted.      Discovering  some  san- 

of  an  apoplectic  admonition,  which  she  liad  guinolent  matter  on  the  poultice,  the  vein 

experienced  several  times  before,   she   de-  was  delicately  pressed,  when  there  oozed  out 

termined  at  once  to  resort  to  veneseetion.  nearly  a  couple  of  drachms  of  pure  pus. 


ON  SEMINAL  DISCHARGES  FROM  TfiE  URETHRA.  92» 

W6  recommended  that  a  stimulating  enema  oN  SEMINAL  DISCHARGES  FROM 

dionldbe  immediately  given  to  empty  the  _„-,  TTuwTHnA 

lK>weto,  and  if  not  gucceeding,  an  infusion  of  ^"^  UKt^ltiKA. 

senna  and  salts,  administered  in  repeated  By  Jamss  Douglas, 

doses,  till  the  effect  was  attained.     The  arm  lecturer  on  Anatomy  at  the  School  of  Medicine, 

was  also  to  be  covered  with  a  buster,  except  Portland  Street,  Glasgow,  &c.  &c. 

at  the  orifice,  over  which  a  poultice  was  to  be  ,„     .,    ,-.  ,.    j  r^^^^st^  \ 

placed,  <uid  then  Kcured  £  a  cae.    The«!  (Far  the  MM  Gazttte.) 

instructions  were  faithfully  executed,  and  on  _ 

my  return  in  a  few  hours,  I  learnt  that  she  Since  reading  the  papers  in  the  Ga- 

had  been  amply  purged  with  the  medicine.  ZETTE,  by  Mr.  Philhps,  on  involuntary 

Yet  her  condition  h^  deteriorated,  by  an  discharges  of  spermatic  fluid,  I  have 

aggravation  of  cerebral  and  nervous  disorder,  always  intended  to  send  a  note  of  my 

and  of  jactitation  and  wretchedness.     An  small  experience  on  this  subject,  but 

opiate  was  now  ordered.    The  report  of  the  have  delayed  rather  too  long  for  it  to 

morning  was,  that  she  had  slept  altogether  come  into  close  enough  relation  with 

some  hours,  with,  however,  much  muttering  his.    The  readers  of  the  Gazette  will 

delirium.     No  improvement  could  we  dis-  probably  remember,  however,  that  after 

cern  in  any  respect;    on  the  contrary,  as  describing  the  causes  and  the  debili- 

to  the  general  condition,  manifesUy  ^^^'       ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^3^  discharges,  Mr. 

worse.     The  blister  not  having  drawn, it  was  -DumT^o  ^«.»i»:..»/9  -kk  t  »ii».na^^>«i  Tilan 

replaced  by  a  fresh  one  venTcarefully  pre-  I'^f'^l  explained  M  Lallemand  s  plan 

pied,  and  bound  on  the  liLb  by  strips  of  of  treatment,  bvcautensng  the  pros- 

Shesive  pUster.     Dover's  powder  and  Vine  tatic  portion  of  the  urethra  with  the 

whey  were  given  during  the  day.     Towards  ^i^rate  of  silver,  and^ave  an  account 

evening  we  saw  her  again,  and  thought  her  of  the  cases  m  which  he  himself  had 

better.     For  several  hours  she  had  been  com-  put  it  m  practice. 

paratively  tranquil,  and  took  eagerly  some  in  October,  1837,  I  read  a  paper  on 

nourishment,  sago,  with  wine  and  nutmeg,  spermatorrhcea     before    the    Glasgow 

The  nervous  system  was  more  steady,  the  Medical  Society,  in  which  I  gave  an 

intelligence  perfect,  the  swelling  of  the  arm  account  of  Professor  Lallemand's  opi- 

considerably  redi^ced,  of  the  purulent  dis-  nions  on  this  subject,  and  the  history 

charge  scarcely  any,  and  the  aspect  of  the  of  a  case  which  had  occurred  to  my- 

wound  greaUy  improved.     Having  drawn  gglf.     The  patient  was  a  medical  man, 

weU,  the  blister  was  removed,  and  dressed  by  and  he  was  so  impressed  with  the  truth 

a  mixture  of  the  basiUcon  and  mcrcuriri  of  M.  Lai lcmand»s  doctrine,  with  which 

ointments.       Her    recoveir    henceforward  j  j^^d  made  him  acquainted,  that  he 

SSL'T^th  "*  "^^^  ^°^™^  ^^^  resolution  of  visiting  Mont- 

This  is  onTof  the  many  instances,  cer-  P^^^^^^'  ^"4  ^^\°-fi^  ^£^^^*^^  ''I'^Z^^ 

tainly,  however,  not  of  equal  severity,  ihich  processor  himself      This  was  accord- 

I  could  recite  of  the  extraordinary  control  of  lP?Jy  ^one  ;  but  he  did  not  remain  suf- 

vesication  over  phlebiris.    Except  it,  nothing  nciently  long  under   M.  L.  s  care  to 

here  was  resorted  to  of  any  decided  curative  see  that  there  should  be  no  need  for  a 

power,  and  the  whole  of  the  beneficial  effects  repetition  of  the  application.     He  was, 

may  be  justly  ascribed  to  it.    With  entire  however,    greatly   benefited,  the   dis- 

rest  of  the  limb,  I  have  much  reason  to  sup-  charges    having    become  much  more 

pose  that  it  will  arrest  a  very  large  proper-  rare.     Some  months  after  he  desired 

tion  of  these  cases  antecedently  to  the  suppu-  me  to  cauterise  the  prostatic  urcflhra 

rative  stage,  and  even  then  where  the  attack  for  him  again,  which  1  did  very  freely, 

is    mild.       Endocarditis,  however,   taking  and  a  renewed  improvement  was  the 

place,  or  such  a  quantity  of  pus  having  result,   although  the  discharges   have 

entered  the  circulation  as  to  induce  a  state  of  never  entirely  ceased 

poisoning,  with  all  tho«e  compUcations  of  L^st  year  a  case  occurred  to  me, 

^pho.d  affections  consequent  on  it,  th«n  I  ^,,5^^  I  treated  with  a  different  local 

believe  that  it,  m  common  with  every  thing  «^^i;«„*;  «       a«  ;«.    «^«^.  a  *^  ^..  ♦v-* 

else  hitherto  devised,  wiU  prove  nu^tory.  ff  P^'5?^7"v  ^   '^  appeared  to  me  that 

Fortunately,  however,  the  most  violent  forii.  "^^  ^f''^  «^  *^^  ^^"fu  "^  """  *^^  u'^u^!* 

of  the  disease  are  not  common.     The  in-  ^^^^}>^  very  much  the  same  which  its 

flammation  in  traumatic  phlebitis  is  usuaUy  solution   has   on   the   conjunctiva,  di- 

local,  and  when  mora  extensive  and  suppu-  minishing  its  sensibility  or  irritability, 

rative,  the  quantity  of  pus  secreted  is  small,  I  thought  that  perhaps  a  solution  of 

or  if  copious,  iu  introduction  into  the  drcula*  opium  might  serve  the  purpose  as  well, 

tion  is  very  often  prevented  by  some  of  those  or  perhaps  better,  attempting  at  the 

provisions  wisely  instituted  by  nature,  to  same  time  to  give  tone  to  the  parts  by 

which  I  have  previously  alluded.  the  Ufce  O^  ^ivtTtC^  Ti\t«cv%. 

826.-'Xxxn.  ^  ^ 


yjO  EFFICACY  OF  WARM  INJECTIONS  IN  STRICTURE. 

R.  M*G.,  eet.  28.  Nov.  20th,  1842.  injection  now  only  before  going  to  bed. 
About  8ix  years  iigo  fell  into  the  prac-  Has  had  no  nocturnal  emissions  since 
tice  of  masturbation ;  at  that  time  hav-  former  date  (Nov.  20th),  and  very  fern 
ing  never  touched  a  woman.  For  about  when  at  stool,  and  none  at  all  with  his 
twelve  months  was  much  given  to  that  urine.  1  advised  him  to  continue, 
bad  practice,  and  ever  since  has  con-  This  summer  I  had  occasion  to  see 
tinned  it  occasionally.  About  seven  him  on  account  of  dysentery,  and 
months  after  first  commencing  mastur-  learned  that  he  was  almost  entirely 
bation  had  sexual  connection,  and  but  free  of  his  annoyance,  the  only  remedy 
seldom  since.  which  he  still  uses  being  the  shower- 
Five  or  six  months  ago  he  complained  bath, 
to  me  of  frequent  slight  head.iche,  and  Should  this  treatment,  by  injecting 
giddiness  in  looking  down,  which  he  the  solution  of  sugar  of  lead  \knth 
attributed  to  derangement  of  the  sto-  opium,  mixed  with  mucilage,  be  found 
mach,  and  treated  as  such,  with  but  generally  serviceable,  it  will  have  the 
partial  success.  advantage  of  not  requiring  the  confine- 
In  August  last  he  first  noticed  that  ment  which  is  necessaiy  lor  some  days 
he  lost  semen  at  night  during  sleep ;  after  the  application  of  the  nitrate  of 
not  thrown  out  in  the  way  of  ejacula-  silver. 

tion,  but  running  from  him  gradually,  Glasgow,  35,  North  Frederick  Street, 

and  without  any  pleasurable  sensation  ;  Sei)tember  16,  iws. 

also  without    any   lascivious   dreams,  " 

and  with  scarcely  any  erection.    About  EFFICACY  OF  WARM  INJECTIONS 

the  same  time  he  noticed  the  semen  to  in  STRICTURE. 

be  parted  with  when  at  stool,  and  fre-  — . 

quentlv  also  when  making  water.  To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Oazetie, 

In  the  beginning  of  October  he  told  « 

me  of  this  complaint.     I  inquired  whe-  ' 

ther  he  had  given  up  the  bad  practice  I  read  some  short  time  back,  in  one 

which  occasioned  it,  and  he  pled  guilty  of  the  medical  periodicals,  an  account 

to  still  polluting  himself  with  it  some-  of  a  case  of  stricture,  in  which  the  me- 

times.    1  made  him  promise  to  give  it  dical  gentleman  in  attendance  found 

up  entirely,  and  this  promise  he  has  use  in  applying  a  warm  fluid  to  the 

faithfully  kept.     I  then  put  him  on  an  strictured  portion  of  the  urethra,  through 

ounce  of  steel  (Tr.  Mur.  Ferri),  and  the  means  of  an  ordinary  catheter, 

ordered  the  shower-bath,  cold,  every  Now  it  struck  me  at  once  that  an 

morning.    By  the  end  of  October  he  instrument  much   more  fitted  to  the 

said  that  he  felt  his  general  health  im-  purpose,  and  much  more  likely  to  sue- 

proved,  but   that  the  emissions  still  ceea,  would  be  a  catheter  witn  its  ori- 

continued.     I  then  ordered  a  mixture  fice  at  the  extremity  instead  of  at  the 

of  mucilage  with  watery  solution  of  side  as  is  usual. 

opium,  I  gr.  of  opium  and  3  grains  of  I  had  one  made,  therefore,  and  for 

acetate  of  lead  to  the  ounce  of  the  greater  convenience  a  stop-cocked  sy- 

mixture,  to  be  injected  into  the  back  ringe,  holding  about  an  ounce,  fitted  to 

Eart  of  the  urethra,  and  even  into  the  its  other  end. 
ladder.  In  ten  days  I  doubled  the  My  mode  of  applying  it  is  this :  I  fill 
strength  of  the  opium.  This  was  used  the  syringe  with  some  warm  bland 
three  times  a  day.  When  the  injec-  fluid  (oil,  or  barley-water,  for  instance), 
tion  was  first  allowed  to  pass  back,  it  and  1  then  connect  it  with  the  catheter, 
produced  a  sensation  of  heat,  and  after-  and  gently  pass  the  latter  down  to  the 
wards  a  pleasing  soothing  feeling.  It  stricture.  The  moment  I  feel  the  re- 
has  now  been  used  for  three  weeks,  sistance,  I  turn  the  stop-cock  with  the 
and  the  improvement  is  very  marked,  index-finger  of  my  right  hand  (steady- 
He  has  now  no  nocturnal  emissions,  ing  the  penis  with  my  left),  and  propel 
and  very  rarely  when  at  stool,  and  a  jet  of  the  warm  h quid  upon  the  stnc- 
these  only  to  a  very  small  extent.  tured  portion  with  moderate  force,  tak- 
I  recommended  him  at  this  date  to  ing  care,  of  course,  not  to  press  the 
change  the  muriate  of  iron  for  the  car-  apparatus  forcibly  against  the  urethra, 
bonate,  and  to  continue  the  shower-  but  keeping  all  firm  and  ."  well  in 
bath  and  the  injection.  hand." 

Dec.  6th— Has  improved  very  much  I  have  tried  this  in  four  cueSi  and 

in  his  general  appearance.    Uses  tVie  sevewWMQc&vci^'wc.K  cwsc^  In  which  I 


MR.  EDWIN  LCE  ON  BELGIAN  MEDICAL  INSTITUTIONS.        931^ 

had  before  failed  entirely  in  ))a88in^  backward  state  in  Belgium ;  and  dur- 

the  smallest  catheter,  and  in  all  with  ing  the  existence  of  the  provisional 

decided  and  instant  success,  the  instru-  government,  the  medical  professors  of 

ment  always  passing  freely,  and  with-  one  of  the  universities  created  a  free 

out  the  slightest  pain.  faculty  of  sciences,  of  which  the  di- 

I  do  not  know  whether  this  is  novel,  ploma  might  be  obtained  by  almost 

but  as  I  have  not  seen  it  before  myself,  any  applicant ;  and  this  had  a  most 

and  as  we  are  all  bound  to  do  our  best  prejudicial  effect.    *'  All  that  there  was 

for  Bufiering  humanity,  you  may  per*  m  the  country  of  barbers  and  ignorant 

haps  think-  the  observation   wortn  a  men   hastened   to  present  themselves 

place  in  your  widely  circulating  jour-  before  this  soi-ditani  faculty,  to  pur- 

nal. — I  am,  sir,  chase   the   diploma   of  candidate    of 

Your  obedient  servant,  sciences,  and  thus  prepare  the  way  for 

Frank  Hudson.  the  acquisition,  witn  very  little  trouble, 

2,  Onslow  Place,  Brompton,  of  that  of  doctor  in  the  three  depart- 

sept.  18, 1643.  ments  of  medicine.     The  persons  can- 

not  be  sufficiently  stigmatised  who  thus 

MR.  LEE   ON  BELGIAN  MEDICAL  degraded  the  honourable  profession  of 

INSTITUTIONS.  medicine,  by  inundating  the  country 

with  those  medicators  who  go  about 

n  tf.  E^or  ^tHe  Medical  OazetU.  t£ufcontoF.T"«  '"*  """"""'^ 
S**»  Shortly  afterwards,  however,  a  new 
A  VARIETY  of  interesting  cases  daily  organization  of  the  profession  was  ef- 
present  themselves  at  the  Eye  Dispen-  fected.  A  free  university  was  inaugu- 
sary,  which  was  established  at  Brussels  rated  at  Brussels  in  1834,  the  personel 
aome  years  ago  bv  M.  Cunier,  who,  in  of  the  secondaij  school,  which  had  till 
the  treatment  of  ophthalmia  and  its  then  existed,  forming  the  nucleus  of 
consequences,  seldom  has  recourse  to  the  faculty  of  medicine ;  and  a  central 
vascular  depletion,  but  trusts  chieflj  to  jury  of  examination  was  instituted,  be- 
derivatives,  as  laxatives,  mercunals,  fore  which  candidates  for  the  diploma 
and  counter-irritants,  with  sedative  or  from  the  other  universities  were  bound 
slightly  stimulating  lotions ;  the  solu-  to  appear.  A  Catholic  university  was 
tion  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  variable  pro-  founded  at  Malines,  and  subsequently 
portions  (from  two  grains  to  ten  to  the  transferred  to  Lou  vain ;  the  universi- 
ounce  of  water),  a  few  drops  of  which,  ties  of  Liege  and  Ghent  remaining  the 
instilled  into  the  eyes  at  stated  inter-  national  ones,  and  kept  up  by  the 
▼als,  being  one  of  the  most  frequent  state.  An  Academy  of  Memcine  was 
applications.  Many  i)atients,  however,  likewise  formed,  which,  with  the  medi- 
Mfticted  with  the  military  ophthalmy  cal  societies  of  Ghent,  Antwerp,  and 
(especially  those  from  the  country),  Bruges,  greatly  contributed  to  diffuse 
frequently  neglect  to  apply  for  relief  information  by  the  publication  of  their 
until  the  disease  has  made  such  pro-  memoirs,  to  raise  tne  condition  of  the 
gress  as  to  destroy  the  sight.  M.  Cu-  profession,  and  to  form  a  closer  union 
nier  has  no  exclusive  method  for  the  of  its  members.  The  community  of 
removal  of  cataract,  sometimes  per-  langua^  with  France,  and  the  re- 
forming extraction,  at  others  depres-  prints,  in  a  cheap  form,  of  most  of  the 
sion.  lie  has  performed  the  operation  valuable  works  published  in  Paris,  had 
for  artificial  pupil  with  great  success  likewise  great  influence  in  extending 
in  several  bad  cases.  One  of  these  pa-  professional  knowledge.  There  appear 
tients,  who  had  been  blind  for  twenty-  now  in  Brussels  a  Gazette  M^dicale, 
five  years,  in  consequence  of  military  an  Annales  de  M^decine,  a  Bulletin 
ophthalmy,  so  far  recovered  his  si^ht  Medical  Beige,  and  one  or  two  other 
from  the  operation,  as  to  conduct  him-  periodicals.  The  Encyclograpbie  des 
self  without  any  guide  in  the  streets,  Sciences  MMicales,  published  monthly, 
and  to  read  the  larger  letters  on  the  gives  the  substance  of  whatever  is 
printed  bills.  The  case  is  recorded  in  valuable  in  the  chief  medical  journals 
the  Annales  d'Oculistique,  a  volume  of  of  France,  England,  and  Germany, 
which  is  published  annually.  "Clinical  instruction/'  says  an  author, 

Prior   to    the    revolution,   medical      •  n^^^yron  i^  »  -•*  .• m^»   . 

practice  and  instraction  was  in  a  very  Bdgw,  par  c.  Brotx. 
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whose  favourable  account  of  medicine  the  epoch  to  which  they  belong.  Al« 
in  Beldum,  as  compared  with  France,  most  always  these  buildings  are  faolty 
bears  the  impress  of  great  partiality/' is  as  regards  the  hygienic  department, 
acquired  by  each  pupil  having  the  and  also  with  respect  to  the  patients 
charge  of  a  certain  number  of  patients,  being  placed  too  closely  together;  for, 
respecting  whose  cases  he  is  interro-  except  a  few  tolerable  establishments, 
gated  at  the  bed-si^e,  reporting  upon  and  two  or  three  new  institutions,  all 
their  progress  from  day  to  day:  the  of  them  are  in  a*  state  of  degradatioa 
professor  verifies  the  exactness  of  the  such  as  is  unparalelled  in  other  parts, 
report  by  comparing  it  with  that  of  There  is  mucn  likewise  to  be  desired 
the  t?t/«rM«,  and  by  examining  the  case  as  regards  the  furniture  of  our  hospi* 
himself;  a  disputation  being  carried  tals :  the  iron  beds  have  no  curtains, 
on  respecting  the  progress  of  the  dis-  and  where  there  are  any  they  are  not 
ease,  and  the  treatment  to  be  adopted,  so  appropriate  to  their  purpose  as  in 
On  the^  admission  of  a  patient,  the  thecstablishmentsin  the  north  of  Italy, 
pupil  to  whom  he  is  confided  is  re-  Our  store-rooms,  our  kitchens,  are  far 
quired  to  examine  the  peculiarities  of  from  presenting  the  abundance  and 
the  case,  before  the  professor  and  the  comfort  of  those  in  the  English  hospi- 
students.  The  most  prominent  symp-  tals ;  our  baths  and  douches,  where 
toms  are  noted  daily  upon  a  paper,  there  are  any,  cannot  be  compared 
placed  at  the  head  of  each  bed,  on  with  those  of  Italy  and  France,  which 
which  are  liltcwise  indicated  the  re-  country  might  give  us  some  excellent 
medics  prescribed.  An  autopsic  exami-  lessons  in  all  that  regards  the- internal 
nation  is  made  of  the  patienis  who  administration  of  hospitals,  which  h 
die ;  the  pathological  alterations,  and  generally  neglected  with  us,  and  con- 
their  reference  to  the  symptoms  during  ducted  in  a  mere  routine  manner, 
the  course  of  the  disease,  being  remarked  "  In  Italy,  there  is  an  air  of  richness 
upon  by  the  professor.  In  the  surgical  and  profusion  in  the  interior  of  diari* 
department  operations  are  frequently  table  institutions,  amidst  the  misery, 
performed  by  the  internes  and  the  more  often  very  great,  which  is  met  with  in 
advanced  pupils,  in  the  presence  of  the  streets.  I n  Belgium,  on  the  contmrf^ 
the  professor,  who  superintends  their  where  there  is  a  much  greater  amount 
performance.  Professorships  are  not  of  general  comforts,  our  hospitals,  and 
obtained  by  the  method  of  concours  in  hospices,  present  an  appearance,  if  not 
the  Belgian  universities.  The  free  of  indigence,  at  least  of  distress;  a 
university  of  Brussels  forms,  however,  want  or  uniformity  in  the  beds,  in  the 
an  exception  in  this  respect.  The  pro-  colour  and  the  material  of  the  cover- 
fessors  are  appointed  by  the  directors  lets,  which  are  for  the  most  part  coarse 
of  the  universities,  who  are  guided  in  and  old;  a  cloa  thing  like  the  costume  of 
their  choice  by  the  previous  reputation  Harlequin,  patched  all  over;  blackened 
of  the  candidates,  their  scientitic  pub-  walls,  badly  painted  windows  and 
lications,  or  a  personal  appreciation  of  doors,  roofs  wnioh  allow  the  rsin  to 
their  merits*."  penetrate,  and  even  snow  to  fall  on  the 
Another  author,  however,  of  the  patients'  beds ;  damp  cells,  in  which  the 
highest  reputation  in  Belgium,  (M.  insane  are  crouched  up  in  their  dirt; 
GuislaiUfLettres  MMicalessurl' Italic)  doors  which  do  not  shut;  'windows 
on  comparing  the  internal  organization  broken  and  mended  with  paper.' 
of  the  Hospitals  in  his  own  country  Every  where  an  inferiority  is  perceived 
with  that  of  others,  acknowledges  their  in  the  administrative  department, 
superiority  in  some  respects.  "  As  re-  which,  in  many  respects,  is  essentially 
gards  their  localities,  several  of  our  egotistical,  bureaucratical,  wishing  to 
most  important  establishments  are  sus-  economise  in  every  thing,  even  in  the 
ceptible  of  great  ameliorations  :  they  common  necessaries  for  patients ;  most 
are  in  many  parts  ancient  buildings,  frequently  having  recourse  to  that 
with  vast  wards,, most  frequently  with-  worst  of  all  measures,  that  of  contract- 
out  firc-placeS ;  the  roofs  displaying  ing  for  the  care  and  attention  towarJs 
immense  wooden  rafters,  supported  by  the  unfortunate,  and  neglecting  all 
columns,  whose  antique  capitals  recal  direct  control  and  superintendence.  It 
is  this  deplorable  system,  which  sends 

.T^^**"^^l^^*.*Si''^**^u*?''^°^T"i*,^'^**'*^**'***  out  in  many  places^  foundlings,  or- 

Univertitda  de  Pans,  Berlin  et  la  il«l|nque,  par  ^7.^        xu    Vv  *:"*7l  '   *""•»»*" "q«^   ^*. 

j0  9Qct.  v««  jtf 0<ri«ck.  -•  n   >  r  pbans,  ths  blind;  the  old ;  the  insane 
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Co  lodge  with  poor  or  avaricious  pea*  value  of  the  mode  of  competition,  inas- 
Baots;  it  is  this  system  which  peoples  much  as  the  trial  has  already  been  in 
our  country  places,  as  also  our  hospitals,  operation  for  more  tlian  fifty  years  in 
with  pallid,  scorbutic,  scrofulous  in-  the  above-named  city,  as  well  as  cUjc- 
dividuals ;  which  causes  a  frightful  where.  It  is  true  we  have  already 
mortality  among  the  indigent,  because  made  a  step  forward  in  this  direction, 
the  inadequate  food  which  they  receive  since  the  clinical  professors  of  our  state 
is  not  sufficient  to  keep  up  their  universities  are  now  elected  by  con- 
strength  ;  because  their  clothing  does  cours,^^  I  have  quoted  thus  largely 
not  preserve  them  from  the  effects  of  theremnrksof  M.  Guislain,  asaflbraing 
atmospheric  vicissitudes."  a  more  correct  account  of  the  adminis- 

*' There  is,  likewise,  (continues  M.  tration  of  affairs  in  Belgium  than  could 
Guislain),  great  room  for  improvement  be  given  by  a  traveller  through  tJie 
in  the  medical  administration  of  our  country.     His  work,  however,  was  pub- 
establishments,  and  particularly  with  lished  in  1840,  and  it  appears  to  me 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  the  that  ameliorations  have  been  effected 
physicians  and  surgeons,  who  are  gene-  in  some  respects  since  that  period, 
rally  nominated  by  the  local  authorities,  Belgium   possesses  some   handsome 
upon  the  presentation  of  the  adminis-  and  extensive  military  hospitals,  and 
trativecommissionsof  thecivilhospitals.  the  government  has  lately  established 
This  method  is  essentially  adverse  to  hdpitaux  ties  invalides,  where  patients 
the  interests  of  the  science ;  we  would  with  incurable  disease  of  the  eyes  are 
wish  to  see  the  appointment  of  the  likewise  received, 
medical  attendants  of  these  institutions  . 
determined    by    some    learned    body,  • 

capable  of  eliminating,  in  a   propei-  MEDICAL    GAZEITE. 
manner,  the  merit  of  the  candidates, 

either  by  a  faculty  of  medicine,  an  Friday^  September  ^,  1813. 

academy,  or  a  medical  commission.*'  

After  citing   the   mode    of  election  "  Licet  omnibuf,  licet  etiam  mihi,  dijrnitatem 

Buraued  at   Lyons,    as  a  model,    M.  ^''«  ^*rf'««^  taeri;  potesus  modo  veniendi  in 

fuislain  further  observes :-"  Let  us  P«b"cum  sit,  dicendi  ptriculum  i.on  recuse." 

ClCBBO. 


hope  that   our  local    administ lotions 

will  follow  the  example,  and  abandon  n        ^  t\ 

an  old  routine  system  directly  opposed       ^"^  CARLISLE  CONTROVERSY, 
to  all   the   principled  of  eauity,    and  "Adhuc»abjadiceliiest.»'-Ho«. 

especially  to  the  progress  of  the  science.  ,  *i     i  j  i^    /-i  n       .i.  *. 

TfiTposition  of  a  well-informed  young  It  was  acutely  observed  by  Cullcn,  that 

physician  is  often  very  disheartening,  t^ere  are  more  false  facts  than  faL?e 

amidst  the  obstacles  by  which   he  is  theories  in  the  world.     We  might  add, 

surrounded,  and  which  prevent  the  de-  that  most  erroneous    theories,    when 

▼elopment  of  his  capabilities.     What  „„„i„„«j    „»    r  ..  >i  *  •  *    r  i-..r 

a  pinery  for  good  subjects,  what  hopes,  '^'^^b'sed,  are  found  to  consist  of  httle 

what  a  guarantee  for  the  future,  does  "^ore  than  imaginary  facts  in  a  state 

not  the  method  of  the  contours  offer !  of  temporary   cohesion.      But,  alas ! 

And  compare  this  excellent  institution  facu  are  very  difficult  to  ascertain  j  the 

to  our  nominations  by  favour,  in  which  _-i„  ,^v,:i^o^^u«^  j^«„  „«♦  «i„,„„o  o.,« 

♦u« «.,«,!  ^     r  r  •     J     *i      1  calm  pniiosopner  does  not  always  suc- 
tnenumberoffnends,  the  always  pain-  i   •     v.  ,         ,         ,  , 

ful  and  humiliaUng  supplications,  in-  ^^^^  *"  ^J^s  search ;  what  chance  has 
trigue,  and  low  manoeuvres,  but  too  the  sectarian,  the  party-man,  the  con- 
often  gain  the  advantage  over  real  and  troversialist  ?  Our  brethren  at  Carlisle 
modest  merit.  The  good  of  this  method  continue  their  hopeless  debates  over 
consists  in  its  preparatory  tendencies  ^v  1.1^^11  ,  ^  , 
in  the  constitution  of  a  school,  for  the  *^^  S^^\^  ^^  ^^^^^  C^^""^*  a"^  ^^^ 
development  of  talents  formed  for  prac-  no  end,  in  wandering  mazes  lost." 
tice,  and  for  the  production  of  distin-  A  fresh  series  of  facts  has  been  pub- 
•  guished  characters.  Let  it  not  be  said  lig^ed  in  the  Carlisle  Patriot  of  the 
that  tliere  exist  insurmountable  ol>-  ^qj  •  «.  i  •  1  -r  .  v  *  j 
stacles;  these  can  only  come  from  men  ^^  >'^«^-'  ^^"^^^^  '^  uncontradicted, 
behind  the  spirit  of  the  age ;  for  expe-  would  turn  the  scale  greatly  in  favour 
rience  has  already  decided  as  to  the  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Infirmarj. 
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The  committee  of  the  Cumberland  In*  to  lift  him  out  of  the  bed.     He  was 
firmary,  having  considered  the  great  then  as  bad  as  he  could  be.    This  was 
difference  between  the  evidence  given  after  he  was  cut." 
at  the  inquest  by  their  own  medical  Thomas  Todhunter,  one  of  the  jnrort, 
officers,  and  that  of  the  practitioners  by  says  that  Clark  **  was  completely  done 
whom  Clark  was  attended  during  the  after  they  cut  him/'  yet  he  was  m 
last  seventeen  weeks  of  his  life,  re-  great  spirits,  for  the  doctors  said  they 
solved  to  investigate  the  matter  farther,  would  cure  him  with  a  stiff  joint.    Till 
Accordingly,  they  requested  Mr.  W.  N.  the  doctors  cut  him  he  was  walking 
Hodgson,  Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  Donald,  about,  not  more  lame  than  usuaL    He 
to  go  down  to  Beaumont,  and  make  often  told   Todhunter  he  wished  the 
farther   inquiries    respecting   Clark's  doctors  had  never  come  to  him. 
case.    Mr.  Page  is,  of  course,  the  sur-  An  important  fact  is  mentioned  by 
geon  of  the  Infirmary ;  who  the  other  this  witness,  and  confirmed  by  several 
two  inquirers  are,  we  know  not.    The  of  the  others,  which  certainly  lightens 
first  person  whom  they  examined  was  the  complexion  of  the  case  for  both 
Mr.  John  Hodgson,  a  farmer,  who  had  sets  of  doctors,  the  Infirmary,  and  the 
been  foreman  of  the  coroner's  jury,  anti- Infirmary  ones.    Some  weeks  be- 
He  told  them  that  he  had  long  known  fore  the  operation,  Clark  had  a  severe 
Clark,  who  had  been  lame  for  many  fall ;  so  serious,  that  one  of  the  wit- 
years,  and  even  eight  years  ago  could  nesses  heard  that  "  Jemmy  Clark  had 
hardly  get  home  from  his  work,  so  se-  got  a  fall  out  of  his  back  door  and 
vere  were    the   pains  in   his   limbs,  knocked  his  haunch  out    This  was  a 
"  We  used  always  to  say  James  Clark  common  report  in  the  village."     In 
was  as  good  as  a  weather-glass.    He  speaking  of  the  fall,  Clark  said  to  Tod- 
could  always  tell  the  weather  by  the  hunter,  ''  I  thought  I'd  been  killed  al- 
pains  in  his  joints."    Clark  came  out  together,  I  never  suffered  such  pain  in 
of  the  Infirmary  about  the  same  as  he  my  life."     It  is  obvious,  on  the  one 
went  in,  and  continued  to  go  about  hand,  that,  after  this  accident,  Clark's 
until  the  doctors  came,  who  cut  him  case  may  have  been  extremely  diflfer- 
and  put  on  a  splint.     After  this  he  ent  from  the  one  treated  at  the  Infir- 
could  no  longer  hobble  about,  and  was  mary.    On  the  other  hand,  it  is  po9- 
in  the  most  exquisite  torture.  Five  days  sible  that  the  inflammation  prodaced 
after  the  operation,  "  he  shouted  aloud  by  the  fall  may  have  rendered  mea- 
with  the  pain."  sures  excusable,  or  necessary,  which 
We  have  already  seen,  that  when  would  have  been  inadmissible  before ; 
Clark  was  an  out-patient,  he  was  able  yet  we  see  that  in  spite  of  the  fall  the 
to  go  in  a  cart,  to  the  Infirmary,  once  patient  was  going  about  as  usual  up 
every  week.    We  here  find,  from  the  to  the  day  of  the  operation, 
evidence  of  William  Irving,  that  Clark  James  Pearson,  who  was  also  a  juror, 
went  in  a  cart  on  the  Saturday  before  and  knew  Clark,  says  that  when  he 
the  operation  to  Thrustonfield  Mill,  came  out  of  the  Infirmary   he  could 
three  miles  from  Beaumont,  each  way ;  walk,  and  Pearson  "  saw  no  odds  in 
and  even  drove  himself  back.    He  re-  his  lameness  between  going  in  and 
peated  the  journey  in  the  following  coming  out."    After  the  operation,  the 
week,  the  morning  before,  or  the  very  scene  was  changed ;  he  was  then  *' bed- 
day ,  he  was  "  cut."    "  He  was  not  worse  fast." 

then,  not  any  lamer,  than  he  had  been  John  Graham,  another  juror,  gives 

for  a  very  long  time  before.     I  helped  very  similar  evidence*    Clark  had  been 
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in  the  field  where  they  were  dressing  about  it  alrc<idy ;  it  is  only  a  piece  of 

sheep,  a  few  days  before  he  was  cut.  spite  of  the  doctors  againt  one  another, 

Graham  gives  the  before  and  after  as  and  I  shall  say  no  more  about  it  one 

follows:—  way  or  another."     But  in  answer  to 

Brfore,  —  "He  said  his  pain  had  some  questions  by  Mr.  W,  N.Hodgson, 

been  removed  in  the  Infirmary,  but  he  he  denied  that  he  had  disapproved  of 

was  still  weak,  and  he  thought  it  would  the   treatment  of  Dr.  Barnes,  or  ap- 

be  a  long  time  before  he  would   be  proved  of  th.it  pursued  by  Dr.  Jackson 

strong.    He   was  in   a  kind  of  low-  and  Mr.  Elliot. 

spirited  way.     He  said  doctors  could'nt  In  consequence  of  this  evidence,  and 

mend  rheumatism."  more  of  a  similar  kind,  the  Committee 

After, — "  I  saw  him  a  week  or  two  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  evi- 

after  he    was  cut.     Some  methodists  dence  of  all  the  persons  examined  at 

were  praying  with  h  m.     He  was  then  Beaumont  was  at  variance  with  the 

very  bad.    The  doctors  said  at  the  in-  statements  made  by  the  practitioners 

quest  that  they  cut  him  and  reUeved  who  last  attended  the  deceased.    "  For 

him  of  pain,  but  they  never  said  more  instance,"  say  the  Committee  in  their 

wrong  than  that — it  was  an  untruth  minute.  "  they  [namely,  Messrs.  W.  N. 

altogether.    Every  one  in  Beaumont  Hodgson,  &c.]  learned  that  instead  of 

knows  he  was  far  worse  of  pain  aftA  Clarke  being  standing  at  his  door  and 

he  was  cut."  hobbling  into  the  house  when  first  seen 

A  strange  illustration  of  CuUen's  by  them,  [i.  e.  Dr.  Jackson  and  Mr. 
axiom  remains  still  to  be  stated — it  Elliot,]  he  was  at  the  time  sitting  over 
seems  diflicult,  if  not  impossible,  to  as-  the  fire  with  his  nephew — that  instead 
certain  what  the  verdict  of  the  coroner's  of  his  being  in  the  last  stage  of  hip- 
jury  really  was.  In  the  Carlisle  Journal  disease,  the  slightest  motion  giving  him 
of  the  2d  inst.  it  was  made  to  include  the  most  excruciating  pain,  and  his 
an  approbation  of  the  treatment  pur-  being  just  about  dying,  he  had  been, 
sued  by  Dr.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Elliot,  up  to  the  time  of  his  being  operated  on. 
In  the  Patriot  of  the  9th,  this  was  cha-  in  the  habit  of  going  about  as  usual, 
racterized  as  a  deliberate  and  desperate  and  on  that  very  day  had  been  a 
falsehood.  In  the  Journal  of  the  16th  jcumey  of  six  miles  in  his  cart,  before 
appeared  a  letter  from  Mr.  Carrick,  the  nine  in  the  morning— that  instead  of 
coroner,  stating  that  he  himself  had  his  having  no  rheumatism,  his  rheuma- 
fumished  the  Journal  with  the  verdict  tism  was  considered  as  good  as  a 
characterized  as  false.  On  the  23d,  weather  glass  in  the  village,  and  had 
the  Patriot  contains  a  statement  signed  been  so  for  years — that  instead  of  no 
by  ten  of  the  twelve  jurymen,  denying  hopes  being  held  out  when  first  seen 
that  the  jury  either  expressed  or  en-  by  these  medical  men,  he  had  told 
tertained  the  opinion  that  the  treat-  numerous  persons  that  the  doctors  had 
ment  of  Dr.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Elliot  promised  to  cure  him,  with  a  stiiT  joint 
was  correct,  and  all  that  could  be  done  .—that  instead  of  the  palliative  treat- 
for  him  under  the  circumstances.  Of  ment  having  answered  its  end,  it  was 
the  remaining  jurors,  James  Sewell  well  known  in  Beaumont  that  he  was 
cannot  remember  anything  that  was  far  worse  of  pain  after  he  had  been 
said  or  done  on  the  day  of  the  inquest ;  cut;  that  he  had  received  a  severe 
while  William  Armstrong  says  **  there  blow  on  the  part  where  the  abscess  was 
has  been  a  great  deal  too  much  fuss  found,    three    weeks    before    it    was 
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opened,  and  that  the  statement  in  the  a  FREAK  OF  THE  STARVA- 

Car lisle  Journal^  that  the  jury  were  TIONISTS. 

satisfied  with  the   treatment  of   Dr.  "Vaulting   ambition  doth    overleap 

Jackson  and  Mr.  Elliot,  is  altogether  itself,"  says  Shakspeare ;  and  it  most 

without  foundation,  they  never  having  be  confessed  that  the  "  vaulting  ambi- 

expressed,  or  even  ent  ertwned,  such  an  *><>""  ^^  our  poor-law  people  someUmes 

.  .      „  overleaps  itself  most  grotesquely.   The 

pmion.  subaltern    imps,    who    enaeavour    to 

Our  readers  will  now  be  ready  to  ex-  curry  favour  with  the  great  Lords  of 

claim —  Somerset  House,  overdo  the  thin^  in 

dmuditc jam  rivos,  pueri,  satprata  biberunt;  f^«  «^c««8  <>f  ^^^JT  l^^l, forgetting  l^at, 
,                      .                               .ma  country  which  possesses   a  free 

but  we  mnst  just  touch  on  a  point  or  press,  some  measure  of  decency  must 

two  more.  be  observed. 

In  the  firet  place,  then,  the  Patriot  On  the  8th  of  this  month,    three 

of  the  23d  inst.  contains  a  calm  and  youngmen  were  brought  up  before  Mr. 

.,..        ,,^        ,,         ,,     «.    Ti-  Long,  at  the  Marylebone  Pouce  Office, 

judicious  letter  addressed  by  Sir  John  charged  with  refusing  to   work,  and 

Fife,  of  Newcastle,  to  Dr.  Barnes.  being    otherwise    disorderly,    in    the 

After  observing  that  no  man  can  Strand  Union  Workhouse,  Cleveland 

judge  of  the  treatment  of  a  case  which  Street,  Fitzroy  Square.         ^.     .      ^. 

,     J            .            4  *!.    *•        u       J  J  It  seems  that  the  regular  diet  m  this 

he  does  not  see  at  the  time,  he  adds,  receptacle  is  as  foUows  :— 

that  "a  medical  coroner  w^ould  have  *•  Six  ounces  of  bread,  with  batter, 
understood  this,  and  if  he  committed  and  half  a  pint  of  gruel,  in  the  moro- 
himself  by  asking  those  who  last  treated  i°S-  Three  days  a  week  they  have 
the  case  what  they  thought  of  the  ;rp^arslaerTtn'Sfre%« 
former  treatment,  an  impartial  coroner  days  they  have  soup  without  meat,  and 
would  also  have  asked  the  first  medical  on  one  day,  making  up  the  seven,  suet- 
attendants  what  they  thought  of  the  puddinff    weighing   fourteen     ounces. 

treatment  of  those  who  saw  the  last  of  They  Eave  also  six  ounces  of  bread 

^,            „  each  day  for  supper,  with  some  cheese 

^ecase."  ifthevlikeif." 

Secondly,  supposing  an  inquest  to  "  Then  they  have  no  bread  at  din- 

have  been  held,  which  was  certainly  »er  P"  asked  Mr.  Lonff. 

nnnecessary,  a  post-mortem  examina-  '^^o,  sir,"  replied  the  accusing  Bun- 

tion  ought  not  to  have  been  omitted.  ^g^^  ^^e  point  of  the  epigram  is  yet 

Lastly,  the  machinery  of  the  law  is  to  come.    The  men,  having  been  idle 

very  defective  in  a  case  like  this.    The  and    refractory,    were   condemned    to 

venue,  we  beUeve,  cannot  be  changed  P^*^^  f"  increased  quantity  of  oakum, 

.         .          ^        '     .         1. ,-,      ,   .  namely,  six  pounds  a  day,  and  with 

in  an  inquest;  yet  a  jury  of  Cumbnan  ^nly  six  ounces  of  bread  instead  of 

villagers,  and  a  group  of  medical  prac-  twelve.    They  were  willing  to  do  three 

titioners  eager  to  attack  their  rivals,  do  pounds  of  oakum  daily ;  but  no— halve 

not  seem  very  fit  instruments  for  the  ^^?  ^^^^^^  ^^^^h  ^^^  ^?^T/  ^  ^^® 

^.     ^.         r   u*  jj       A    xi-      mi_  rule  m  Cleveland  Street  Workhouse, 

investigation  of   hidden  truth.     The  Mr.  Long,  however,  thought  that  the 

coroner,  too,  had  been  deeply  tinged  usual  diet  could  not  be  lessened  with 

with  the  medical  politics  of  Carlisle,  safety,  and  refused  to  interfere  against 

and  was  evidently  an  Anti-Infirmary  ^^^  prisoners.    This  case,  at  any  rate, 

man  to  the  backbone.  Can  any  remedy    requires  no  comment. 

be  devised  for  these  evils  ?  For  justice,  «  prom  the  evidence  of  Bunyard,  porter  of  the 

like  Cojsar's  wife,  should  not  only  be  Workhouse.-lVww,  Sept.  9, 1843. 

pure,  but  unsuspected.  ~-^ 
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PATHOLOGY.  wdw  *<>  -e^STf^^  of  an  English  inch  ;  pellncid 

and  nearly  colourless  when  examined  singly, 

"""*  yet  generally  paler  and  brighter  in  red  than 

De.  Boyd  has  pnblished  a  lengthened  Report  '"   brown  pulmonary  consolidation.      The 

on  Vital  Statistics,  to  which  Mr.  Gulliver  molecules  were  especially  abundant  in  the 

baa  added  some  interesting  notes  on  the  early  stages  of  pneumonia,  and  usually  rather 

morbid  parts,  which  last  we  subjoin.  plentiful  at  every  period  of  the  disease.  The 

.  molecules  seem  to  be  analogous  to  the  ele- 

Brain.  mentary  granules  of  Henle.* 

YtUow  or' rusty*  coloured  matter  in  the  Pale  Exudation  Corpuscles, — commouly 

site  of  old  apoplectic  affections  was  found  to  about  -^^^  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  but  vary- 

oontain  oily   molecules  and  granular  cor-  ing  from  ^nW^  ^  t^^»  ^^^  ^^  chief  ob- 

puacles,  in  a  matrix  of  fine  granular  matter,  jects  observed  in  red  pneumonia.      They 

and  shapeless  yellow  fragments.     Dr.  Davy  generally    resembled     the     corpuscles     of 

found  the  colouring  matter  to  be  peroxide  of  fibrinous  exudations ;    were  more  or  less 

iron.  globular,   not  so  frequently  oval ;   pale  or 

Yellow  matter  in  the  pia  mater, — In  two  nearly  colourless ;  semitransparent ;  and  less 

cases,  in  which  old  apoplectic  cells  existed  in  distinctly  granulated  than  the  dark  exudation 

the  brain,  microscopic  granular  masses,  of  a  corpuscles.     A  great  many  of  the  pale  cor- 

deep  yellow  colour,  were  clearly  seen  in  some  puscles  often  presented  all  the  characters  of 

parts  of  the  pia  mater,  although  the  mem-  pus  globules,  but  this  was  seldom  the  case 

orane  had  only  a  diffused  yellowish  appear-  vnth  the  majority.     Although  the  pale  cor- 

ance  to  the  naked  eye.     The  yellow  matter  puscles   usually   contained   merely    minute 

•eemed  to  be  the  peroxide  of  iron.     In  one  molecules  and  very  fine  granular  matter,  the 

of  these  cases,  the  pia  mater  was  studded  larger  cells  sometimes  inclosed  others  which 

with  microscopic  crystab  of  an  intense  orange  had  still  smaller  nuclei.     The  pale  exudation 

oolonr.  corpuscles  appear  to  be  allied  to  the  ele- 

Old  blood  clots  in  the  cerebrum. — ^Two  mentary  cells  of  Henle.f 
were  carefully  examined.  They  had  a  dull  Dark  Exudation  Corpuscles, — They  ap- 
red  colour  towards  the  centre,  brownish  peared  of  a  dull  brown  colour,  nearly  opaque, 
nearer  the  surface,  and  yellow  at  the  circum-  as  frequently  oval  as  globular,  often  shape- 
feience.  They  contained  a  great  quantity  of  less,  commonly  tiVv^^  of  an  inch  in  dia- 
minute  molecules,  larger  oily  globules,  and  meter,  but  almost  always  varying  from  ^^^th 
granular  corpuscles.  Bits  of  the  clots  dried  to  -^^h.  Their  dark  appearance  may  arise 
by  heat  on  paper  gave  it  a  greasy  stain.  The  from  their  opacity,  as  they  may  sometimes 
•yellow  matter  was  peroxide  of  iron.  Dr.  be  seen  to  be  whitish  by  reflected  light.  They 
A>avy  examined  one  of  the  clots,  and  found  were  most  distinctly  granulated,  being  made 
that  it  contained  fatty  matter,  chiefly  olein.  tip  of  molecules,  sometimes  with  larger 
The  molecules  and  granular  corpuscles,  he  oil  globules ;  had  occasionally  a  nucleus, 
concluded  to  be,  at  least  in  part,  composed  of  though  generally  not;  were  as  frequently 
olein  ;  and  in  Uie  lower  portion  of  the  clot  without  as  with  an  envelope ;  and  when  this 
he  found  yellow  colouring  matter  consisting  existed,  it  generally  formed  a  smaller  pro- 
of peroxide  of  iron.  portion  of  ^e  corpuscle  than  the  cell- wall  of 

the  pale  exudation  globule.     A  quantity  of 

Lungs,  y^^  minutely  graniSar  matter  was  now  and 

The  inflamed  lungs  were  not  more  com-  then  seen  in  the  dark  exudation  corpuscles, 

monly  of  a  red  or  ruddy  colour,  than  of  a  Sometimes  the  envelope  was  but  partially  full 

brown  or  leaden  hue.     The  latter  variety  of  the  molecules,  sometimes  it  was  full  to 

sometimes  inclined  to  a  slate  tint.     Whether  bursting.     The   dark   exudation  corpuscles 

the   brown  consolidation  be  or  be   not  a  are  similar  to  the  objects  described  by  Gluge^ 

chronic  stage  of  the  red,*  the  two  kinds  were  and  Bennett  $  in  softened  brain,  and  by  Dr. 

found  to   differ  in   more  respects   than  in  Henderson||  in  pneumonia  ;  and  to  the  aggre- 

colour.       They  were  often  more  or    less  gation  or  granular  corpuscles  of  Gerbcr.^ 

blended  together;  and  occasionally  existed  The  dark  exudation  corpuscles  were  the 

distinctly  in  different  parts  of  the  same  lung,  chief  and  characteristic  compound  particles 

The  brown  variety,  though  most  commonly  observed  in  brown  consolidation  of  lung,  just 

seen  in  old  cases  of  phthliris,  was  repeatedly  as  the  pale  exudation  corpuscles  were  the 

present  in  lungs  quite  free  from  tubercle.         

Minute  Molecules,  —  Smooth,   circular,  *  Anatomie  Generate,  par  Jourdan,  p.  161. 

oil-like  particles,  varying  in  diameter  from  1 1^'  *^*i:P;  i^etscg.                              .  • 

*^                  ^^ t  Prov.  Med.  Joam.  No.  118,  and  Ostr.  Med. 

■ ^"  Woch.  January  2S,  1849. 

*  Dr.  Williams  observes  that  the  colour  of  the  §  Edin.   Med.   and  Sorg.  Joum.   Nos.   158 

inflamed  part  in  chronic  imeamonia,  varies  from  and  155. 

a  darv  dingy  red,  to  different  lighter  shades  ot  \  Lond.  and  Edin.  Monthly  Joum.  October 

reddish  brown  or  buff.— On  the  Diseases  of  ths  isii. 

Oitst,  4th  adition,  London,  184<^  p.  148.  f  General  Aoatovy,  Atlas,  p.  8. 
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principal  objects  in  red  consolidation.  Bnf  monarj  parenchyma  of  this  child  had  i 
the  two  kinds  of  corpuscles  were  frequently  healthy  appearance,  till  examined  micros- 
seen  together,  especially  in  those  parts  of  the  copically,  when  the  §preenish  matter  was  ob- 
inflamdi  lung  which  were  of  a  brownish  hue ;  senred  in  considerable  quantity.  The  black 
and  in  some  old  cases  of  phthisis,  molecules  pigment  of  the  lungs  was,  as  usual,  generally 
and  the  dark  corpuscles  were  found  rather  olMerved  in  irregular  shapeless  masses,  com* 
plentifully  in  portions  of  the  lung  not  in  the  posed  merely  of  a  congeries  of  extremely 
least  consolidated,  but  rather  emphyse-  minute  circuter  particles  ;  but  in  many  cases 
matous,  yet  of  a  duU-brown  or  lead  colour,  these   particles   were  contained  in  cUstinct 

Fatty  Globules, — larger  than  the  mole-  rounded  cells  about  ttj^pt^^  ^^  '^  ^'^  "* 

cules,  were  very  commonly  noticed  in  every  diameter,  the  intensely  black  contents  oon- 

variety  of  pneumonia  and  pulmonary  gan-  trasting  strongly  with  the  pale  semitrans- 

grene.      The  fatty   matter  was    especially  parent  cell-wall.     In  many  cases,  rounded 

abundant  in  the  brown  consolidation  occur-  masses  of  the  black  matter  existed  without 

ring  in  phthisis.     The  fatty  globules  were  any  envelope;    and  occasionally  a   similar 

usually  isolated,  often  irregular  in  shape,  or  mass  had  about  a  third  or  fourth  of  its  cir- 

drawn  out  by  adhesion  to  the  object  plate,  as  cumference  occupied  by  a  pale  crescentic 

if  semifluid,  and  quite  destitute  of  any  enve-  body,  which  sometimes  appeared  to  be  an 

lope.      They   were  sometimes  aggregated,  impeifect  cell -wall ;  and  sometimes  a  smooth 

with  or  without  a  matrix  of  minutely  granular  and  rounded  nucleus  only  partially  coyered 

matter ;  occasionally  they  were  attached  to  by  the  pigmentary  granules, 

or  contained  in  a  flat  membranous  fragment  Tubercle. — The  precise  seat  of  pulmonary 

like  an  epithelial  cell ;  and  it  was  not  unusual  tubercle  was  often  within  the  air  cells  ;*  and 

to  see  them  clustered  within  a  dark  exuda-  occasionally  also  in  the  filamentous  tissue 

tion  corpuscle.  between  them.     In  a  child  of  eleven  months 

Shining  corpuscleSt  concentrically  stri"  the  lungs  were  studded  with  small  miHary 

atedf — rounded,  lenticular,  or  oval ;  margins  tubercles,   a  careful  examination  of  whi^ 

smooth,  sometimes  undulating,  the  stripes  showed  the  tubercular  matter  partly  filling 

running    parallel    to     the    circumference ;  the  interior  of  the  air-cells,  and  partly  the 

generally  single,  but  occasionally  including  tissue  situated  exterior  to  them, 

one,   two,   or  three  bodies,  more  or  less  Chemical  Observations, — Dr.  Davy  Ire* 

similar  to  the  shell ;  diameter  very  variable,  quently  examined  the  minute  molecules,  and 

though  commonly  about  -^^th  of  an  inch,  found  them  to  be  chiefly  composed  of  olein. 

These  are  probably  identical  with  the  len-  In  a  recent  examination  of  the  pale  exuda- 

ticular  spheres  figured  by  Gruby*  in  the  ex-  tion  globules,  he  concluded  that  the  cell-wall 

pectorated   matter  of   phthisical    patients,  was  in  a  great  part  formed  by  margarine,  and 

The  striated  corpuscles  were  occasionally  ob-  the  included  molecules  of  olein.  In  the  brown 

served  in  red  pneumonia,  unaccompanied  by  exudation  corpuscles  he  found  a  considerable 

tubercular  disease,  and  very  commonly  in  quantity  of  olein  and  some  margarine.f 

brown  pneumonia,  especially  in  old  cases  of  Although  acetic  acid,   strong  or  dilute, 

phthisis.    The  striated  corpuscles  sometimes  often  exerts  no  evident  action  on  the  juice  of 

occur  in  other  diseases,  and  even  where  no  pneumonia,  yet  it  is  remarkable  tlmt  this 

disease  is  suspected.     I  have  observed  them  acid  sometimes  produces  a  tolerably  copious 

in  the  thymus  body.  precipitate  or  clot  in  the  juice.  Occasionally 

Smooth  pale  GloluleSy — of  different  sizes,  this  clot  is  tenacious,  and  presents  even  a 

but  usually  about  irtVir^'^  o^  ®^  ^"^^  *"  ^*-  fibrous  appearance  when  examined  by  the 

meter,  were  frequently  seen  in  red  pneu-  microscope.     The  same  observations  apply 

monia.     They  were  less  commonly  found  in  to   the  action   of  acetic  acid  on  purulent 

brown  pneumonia.    They  are  very  delicate,  matters.^ 

soft,  and  fugitive ;  are  destroyed  by  vege-  A  portion  of  lung  (Dr.  Boyd's  case  490) 

table  acids,  and  by  water.  in  which  the  black  pigment  was  remarkably 

Colouring  Matter, — Shapeless  fragments  abundant,  was  examined  by  Dr.  Da?y,  who 

of  a  bright-yellow,  sometimes  of  a  deep-  found  that  the  colouring    matter  differed 

orange  colour,  were  often  seen  in  red  pneu-  chiefly   from    soot   in    containing    a    little 

monia.     Their  appearance  was  granular,  ob-  peroxide  of  iron,  i,  e,  the  black  pulmonary 

scurely  crystalline,  laminated,  or  rounded,  matter  yielded  the  oxide  on  incineration, 

and  their  colour  was  rendered  more  distinct  Liver 

by  acetic  acid.     In  the  bronchial  tubes  cfa  j.j/^if 

still-born  child,  yeUowish  green  matter  was  ^3!^^*^^^.  t>/^.— A  woman,  at.  35,  had 

found  in  great  abundance,  which  had  exactly  *  See  Willises  Translation  of  Wagner's  Fhysio- 

the  same  characters  under  the  microscope  as  ^^kT^^^*  p.  360,  tig.  175. 

*         *.                  .  .,j      rnu         1  T  On  this  subject  see  Henle,  L  c.  p.  163  and 

meconmm  from  the  same  child.     The  pul-  ug .  Acherson.  Paget's  Report,  p.  7  j  Bennett, 

Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Joum.  No.  155, 

*  See  Dr.  Goodfellows'Translation,  Microscopic  t  See  Dr.  Ooterbock's  account  of  Pyine,  De 

Journal,  September  1842  to  January.  1848,  plate  pare  et  Granulatione,  Berol.  1837;  and  Dr.  Davy 'a 

0,  figs.  89-95.  Researches,  Phys.  and  Anat  Vol.  ii.  p.  475. 
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vianj  of  tbe  tissues  jsnndloed.    The  cells  of  The  quantity  of  the  yellow  matter  was  not 

the  liver  were    surcharged  with    greenish  sufficient  to  enable  Dr.  Davy  to  ascertain  its 

yellow  biliary  matter,  so  as  to  contrast  re-  nature ;  but  he  agreed  with  me  that  it  was 

markably  with  the  cells  of  the  healthy  liver,  different  from  the  contents  of  the  tubules. 

A  like  case  occurred  in  a  child,  of  which  the  Fatty  matter, — The  kidneys  of  a  woman, 

notes  made  at  the  time  will  be  subjoined,  as  aged  37,  who  died  of  chronic  arachnitis,  had 

the  subject  is  interesting  in  relation  to  the  a  great  number  of  white  specks  on  the  sur- 

question  of  the  ultimate  secreting  structure.*  fiice,  and  imbedded  in  the  cortical  part,  very 

October  14,  1842  :  Dr.  Boyd's  case  515  ;  a  plain  to  the  naked  eye,   though  generally 

female  fourteen  days  old;  received  part  of  only  from  I -1 00th  to  l-50th  of  an  inch  in 

liver,  aorta,  and  costal  cartilages,  all  of  which  diameter.     The  specks  were  made  up  of  a 

were  of  a  deep  yellow  colour.     Cells  of  the  congeries  of  fatty  globules,  very  characteris- 

liver  intensely  yellow  under  the  microscope,  tic  under  tbe  microscope.      In  the  kidneys, 

whether  viewed  by  reflected  or  transmitted  said  to  be  affected  with  Bright's  disease, 

light ;    the  greater  part  of  the  colouring  from  a  woman,  aged  58,  there  were  in  the 

matter  granular,  or  in  minute  shapeless  firag-  juice  a  multitude  of  fatty  globules,  and  a  few 

ments ;    some  of  it  apparently  fluid,   es-  small  pearly  crystalline  plates.     Dr.  Davy 

pecially  near  tbe  edges  of  the  cells;   the  extracted  a  little  margarine,   cholesterine, 

granular  part  chiefly  collected  around  the  and  a  trace  of  olein,  from  a  fragment  of  one 

nucleus,  though  also  irregularly  scattered  of  the  kidneys. 

throughout  the  cell.     Some  of  the  cells,  ez-  Cysts  containing  margarine,  olein,  and 

cepting  a  part  near  to  the  circumference,  yellow  granular  corpuscles, — In  the  cortical 

were  rendered  opaque  by  the  accumulated  part  of  the  kidneys  of  a  man  aged  55,  who 

colouring  matter  within  them.     Cells  from  died  of  phthisis,  there  were  several  round  or 

the  healthy  liver  of  a  child,  aged  three  years,  oval  cysts,  about  a  third  of  an  inch  in  dia- 

examined  at  the  same  time  for  comparison,  meter,  some  of  which  contained  a  limpid 

afforded  a  striking  contrast,  as  they  were  yellow  fluid,  and  others  a  pulpy  matter,  of 

destitute  of  the  colouring  matter  around  the  the  same  colour.     In  some  of  the  cysts  this 

nucleus,  were  throughout  of  a  light  brownish  substance  was  tolerably  stiff,  resembling  the 

colour,  and  nearly  transparent.     Some  cells  meliceris  and  atheroma  of  authors.     In  the 

from  the  healthy  liver  of  a  woman,  st.  90,  fluid  were  many  round  granular  corpuscles, 

presented  a  similar  contrast  to  tbe  jaundiced  of  an  intense  yellow  colour,   mostly  with 

cells.  envelopes,  and  of  very  different  sizes,  but 

Waxy 'looking    liver,  —  Some    portions  generally  about  1  -GOOth  of  an  inch  in  dia- 

from  two  cases  were  nearly  of  the  colour  of  meter.      There  were    also    numerous  pale 

crude  bees' -wax,  and  stiff  or  tenacious  in  fatty  globules,  often  aggregated  into  clumps, 

texture.     These  characters  appeared  to  be  In  the  pulpy  and  stiffer  substance  the  fatty 

owing  to  an  unusual  accumulation  in  the  matter  was  so  abundant  as  to  render  thick 

liver  of  viscid  biliary  matter,  with  a  large  paper  transparent  when  dried  on  it  by  heat, 

proportion  of  mucus.     In  neither  case  did  Cysts  containing  cholesterine^  and  pale 

the  organ  contain  more  fatty  matter  than  in  granular  corpuscles. — In  the  preceding  in- 

the  healthy  state.  stances  the  fatty  matter  was  chiefly  marga- 
rine and  olein  ;  in  two  other  cases  the  fatty 

Kidneys.  substance  was  nearly  all  cholesterine.   There 

Lithic  acid  in  the  tubules, — A  female  were  cysts  filled  with  a  limpid  fluid,  and 

child,   bom   prematurely,    died  nine   days  imbedded  in  the  surface  of  the  kidneys, 

afterwards.     The  cut  surface  of  the  mam-  Each  cyst  was  about  the  size  of  a  pea.     A 

millse  of  the  kidneys  presented  a  multitude  great  quantity  of  plates  of  cholesterine  were 

of  streaks,  from  distension  of  the  tubules  found,  principally  sticking  to  the  walls  of 

with  a  reddish-brown  solid  matter,  wiiich  Dr.  the  cysts.     The  fluid  also  contained  many 

Davy  ascertained  to  be  either  lithic  acid  or  pale,   round,    nearly  transparent,   and  mi- 

lithate    of   ammonia,    most    probably  the  nutely  granular  corpuscles,  generally  about 

former.  1- 1300th  of  an  inch  in  diameter.     Tlie  kid- 

Yellow  matter, — In  the  substance  of  the  neys  were  otherwise  healthy, 
medullary  and  cortical  part  of  the  same  kid-  Testicles 
neys  there  were  numerous  very  distinct  mi-  '    , 
croscopic  particles,  of  a  very  bright  yeUow  After  middle  hfe  the  seminal  tubes  were 
colour;     Aey  had  a  granuUr  appearance,  o^cn  more  or  less  obstructed  with  mole- 
.were  quite  phun  after  several  days^macera-  culc»»   generally  aggregated  mto  irreguhtf 
tion  in  water,  and  not  affected  by  acetic  add.  ma^es,  nourly  opaque,    either  of   a  duU 
. brown,  yellowiui,   or  lead  colour.     Ooca- 

*  See  Goodsir  on  the  Ultimate  Secreting  Struc-  sionally  they  were  aggregated  into  oval  or 

ture, Trans.  Royal  Soc.  Edin.  Vol.  xv. ;  Cwpenter  round  corpuscles,  mostly  destitute  of  an  en- 

on  the  Orign  and  Fum^^  velope;    and  they  were  not  unfrequenUy 

Bnt.  and  For.  Med.  Rev.  No.  39 ;  Hemey  Ana-  __,_'_A,.._  t^j.  '  _u:-i,  ->.«•  •.vr^KaKlv  Am 

tomie  Gcnerale,  par  Jonrdan,  p.  ail.  ■•«»  withm  bodies  whidi  were  probably  Um 
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gfi?"f«*l  ttlli.     Tikis  itate  ot  tbe  tabes  was  teis  ss  tiaft  of  Che  Ings.    TUs  discoloratioii 
aliBOSt  siwajs  fooiid  in  old  sabiects ;  it  was  of  the  arteries  vas  observed  where  tbe  ionflr 
bj  no  means  rare  before  30  in  persons  «bo  tonic  had  beeoBM  partiaUj  broken  and  de- 
had  died  of  lingering  disrasfs ;  and  wss  ge«  tached  near  to  old  httf  and  bonj  deposits. 
cerallj  coincident  with  a  fewness  or  total  a^s»^^  '•  • 
absence  of  tbe  spermatosua*.     Larger  oQ  Bojienett  jitrme. 
^obnles  were   sometinics  seen  within  tbe  Seteral  specimens  from  the  reins  were 
tabes.    There  is  reason  to  believe  that  tbe  oamined.    The  centz«l  prfpy  part  of  the 
molecules    contain   a  krge  proportion   of  ^^^  *»•  fo™^  ^  consist  diiefl  j  of  granolar 
^yl^j  matter  and  minnte  molecnles  ;  larger  fatty 

globules,  and  shrunken  cells.      Sometiaaef 

Black  pifrm^Hi  la  the  intetimml  mmeomg  g^  larger  compound  granular  corpuscU-s 

memoi  one.  ^^^  aj^  obserred,  either  encjsted  and  more 

Sometimes  there  wet«  black  specks,  some-  ^  *«•  opaque,  or  naked  and  appearing  like 

times  a  diffused  brown  or  bhu:k  colour,  of  a  congeries  of  minute  oil  globule,     Occa. 

the  mucous  membrane  of  the  large  intes-  sionallj  there  were  corpuscles  resembling 

tinef.     The  affection  was  most  frequently  **»<>«  of  purulent  matter ;  but  the  bulk  of 

obserred  in  the  rectum,  especially  in  elderiy  **»«  softened  fibrine  was  stiU  granular  matter, 

people.     Tbe  pigmentary  granules  were  oc-  **»«  corpuscles  being  much  kss  abundant 

casionslly  observed  in  rounded  cells ;  but  the  than  in  regular  pus.    Tbe  pus.like  corpuscles 

black  matter,  like  that  of  the   lungs  and  ^^  *^  fibrine  were  not  enlarged  by  water ; 

bronchial  glands,  had  generally  no  appear-  •omt  of  them  were  not  much  affected  by 

anoe  of  a  special  apparatus,  but  was  scat-  ■«*>«  "cid  ;  others  bad  the  ceU  waU  rendered 

tered  in  shapeless  masses,  and  had  just  the  fiunter,  or  nearly  invisible,  by  the  add,  so 

same  chemical  characters  as  the  bbck  pig-  >•  ^  expose  nuclei  resembling  tfaoae  of  the 

acot  of  the  lungs.  pus  globule*.     Around  tbe  fluid  or  pulpy 

part,  where  the    brine  was  tolerably  firm, 

Arierief,  but  had  begun  to  soften,  corpuscles  of  the 

Fatty  degeneratum, -^ThiM  very   com-  character  just   mentioned  were  commonly 

aumly  existed  in  the  substance  of  tbe  inner  •bundant,  often  with  an  intervening  tissue 

and  middle  membranes,  often  between  them,  ^  ^^T  delicate  fibrils,  and  tbe  corpuscles 

and  sometimes  in  the  outer  coat.    Though  ^^^e  especially  numerous  in  clots  of  a  buff 

■UMt  common  in  old  age,  it  was  twice  seen  colour,  opaque,  with  an  appearance  of  oom- 

ia  snfajeets  not  past  21,  and  once  in  a  boy  meodng  diflluence,  although  nowhere  broken 

of  16.     Even  in  the  early  stage  of  the  dis-  ^^^^'^"^  ^  ^°^    These  dots  were  mostoom- 

Mse,  the  fktty  matter  was  easily  recognizable  nwmly  noticed  in  the  heart ;  and  they  wouU 

hi  the  weU-known  opaque  whitish  spots,  or  fometimes  form  a  visdd  ropy  compound,  as 

tUdiened  parts  ot  the  inner  tunic  of  the  >*  generally  the  case  with   fre&h   primary 

vesseL      Ilie  disease  was  observed  in  the  ^1>>  ^^^^  triturated  with  concentrated  so- 

aorU  and  iU  valves,  in  the  oerebrsl  arteries,  Nations  of  alkaline  or  earthy  salts,  or  of  pure 

in  the  iliac  and  femoral  arteries.      In  a  man  ^l^a^ics. 

who  died  of  apoplexy,  the  coats  of  the  srte-     — 

lies  of  the  brain,    even  of   the    smallest  PHYSIOLOGICAL  NOTICES, 
branches,  were  studded  with,  and  made  fra- 
gile by,  fiitty  patches.     I  have  dsewhere  de-  — 
•oibed  the  disease,  and  tbe  nature  of  the  j    y,^^  ,^^  ^^^^^j^  y^  ^^  announce  to 

"^™?    .♦•     ^      ni    1,      jk                1,  thfrPresidcnts,  \rice  Presidents,  and  Councils 

Black  pigment, — Black  and  brown  specks  ;„  T^e^\^„  cJ.«— .  -«^  i :  -^i     » t      uc  i  j 

u.d  patche.  were  .ometime.  obKrved  iVthe  S.T^^™^TL^M.  i^^        T           \ 

large  .rterie..      This  wu  caused  by  black  **"*  it  cannot  possibly  continue  to  propel 

jaigc  .••^••c.      iuio  ..»  u>u>cu  uj  uiw...  j,^,^  j/oo^  tknugh  the  liver  more  than  a 

pWmenUryr«mle...ngnaterorlessqu^.  ,^^  „f  ,  „„^      ,               ^  ^„  ^ 

^knTIl  ?.  »r'-     .          t     '    *w      '  2.PP,  to  propel  arterial  bSnl  through  the 

confined  to  the  mner  membrane,  but  ex-     u«!,i»;^  — r«-.r«..«.:i  a ^    j  i  v- 

tending  in  one  instance  to  the  middle  coat.  ^^^  Tl,^^J^Z'^^L     ^JjfV 

and  sometime,  situated  between  these  tuuics  J*22l  ^' /jflT.'TJ^  ^  .^^^  J^ 

TV  pigment  h«]  the  «ime  chemical  ch««c.  2^J2^'„n^o*.!j  l^t^  •     ^k^%^ 

'^^ earliest  opportunity  of  resigmog  the  undig- 

«  See  a  ca«»  of  tbe  seminal  tubes  of  a  bear  Ob-  jlAcd    office    ©^   propelling    portal    blood 

strncted  by  fktty  matter,  In  ray  Ohservations  on  tnrough  the  portal  trunk,  branches,  plexuses, 

the  Semra  and-Bemlnal  Tubes.  -  l*roc.  Zool.  Soc.  and  hepatic  veins. 

^1K  d;  lR!5»Ol2ir«ti«nso. Clour-  '•  ^*'  -P'"*  »"«»Wy  b«8»  to  inform  the 

Lectures  on  Morbid  Anatomy,  Vol.  i.  p.  207,  ct 

■«9*                       .       ,    ^              .  *  ^  *o  the  action  of  this  add,  sec  Dr  Bennett's 

|lnapaperreadattheRoyalMedico.Ch<-~  -vaUons,— Microscopic   rournal,  Januarv 
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lame  learned  bodies  that  it  (spleen)  is  the  more  acutely  by  the  bone  or  tendon ;  and 

root  of  an  unfortunate  vein  out  of  employ-  whether  the  more  lasting  agonies  are  pro- 

ment ;  but  which  vein,  although  a  vein,  has  duced  by  poison  forced  into  the  mouth,  or 

certain  remarkable  peculiarities  which  render  injected  into  the  veins.     It  is  not  without 

it  perfectly  competent  to  carry  on  the  circu-  reluctance  that  I  offend  the  sensibility  of  the 

lation  through  the  liver,  and  serve  in  the  tender  mind  with  images  like  these.     If  such 

triple  capacity  of  recipient  cavity,  propulsive  cruelties  were  not  practised,  it  were  to  be 

agent,   and  afferent  vessel.     An  auricle,  a  desired  that  they  should  not  be  conceived ; 

ventricle,  and  an  artery,  do  no  more. — ^N.B.  but,  since  they  are  published  every  day  vrith 

The  duties  of  the  office  being  slow  and  easy,  ostentation,  let  me  be  allowed  once  to  men* 

a  **  nominal  salary"  only  will  be  required.  tion  them,  since  I  mention  them  with  abhor- 

3.  TAtf  Myrot  J  ^/flfi^  begs  to  express  its  rence. 

conviction  that  the  left  ventricle  cannot  Mead  has  invidiously  remarked  of  W6od- 
efficiently  propel  blood  through  the  cerebro-  ward,  that  he  gathered  shells  and  stones,  and 
spinal  capillaries  by  applying  propulsive  would  pass  for  a  philosopher.  AVithpreten- 
force  to  that  blood  only  behind  or  on  the  sions  much  less  reasonable,  the  anatomical 
arterial  side  of  those  capillaries.  It  has  also  novice  tears  out  the  living  bowels  of  an 
to  state,  that  if  the  honourabie  Presidents,  animal,  and  styles  himself  physician,  pre- 
Vice  Presidents,  and  Councils  Chirurgorum  pares  himself  by  familiar  cruelty  for  that 
et  Medico  rum,  will  permit  the  left  ventricle  profession  which  he  is  to  exercise  upon  the 
to  send  it  (thyroid  gland)  plenty  of  blood  tender  and  the  helpless,  upon  feeble  bodies 
laden  with  propulsive  force,  that  it  is  ready  and  broken  minds,  and  by  which  he  has 
to  pledge  its  honour,  as  an  organ,  not  to  opportunities  to  extend  his  art  of  torture, 
rob  that  blood  of  such  propulsive  force,  but  and  continue  those  experiments  upon  in- 
to see  it  duly  conveyed  to,  and  allow  it  to  fancy  and  age,  which  he  has  hitherto  tried 
impinge  on,  the  tardy  currents  in  the  inter-  upon  cats  and  dogs. 

nal  jugulars  and  left  vena  innominata.     By  What  is  alleged  in  defence  of  these  hateful 

this  tour-de-ma'ttre  the  thyroid  gland  confi-  practices,  every  one  knows  ;  but  the  truth 

dently  believes  it  would  be  easy  to  increase  is,  that  by  knives,  fire,  and  poison,  know- 

the  rapidity  of  the  return  of  blood  to  the  ledge  is  not  always    sought,   and  is   very 

heart  by  the  superior  cava,  and  thereby  to  seldom  attained.     The  experiments  that  have 

accelerate  and  strengthen  the  cerebro^ifuJ  been  tried,  are  tried  again  ;  he  that  burned  aa 

circulaiion,  —  the  only  funetion  in  which  animal  with  irons  vesterday,  will  be  willing  to 

the  thyroid  gland  can  condescend  to  play  a  amuse  himself  with  burning  another  to-mor* 

subordinate  part.  row.  I  know  not,  that  by  living dissectioni  any 

4.  The  thymus  is  a  remarkably  sleepy  discovery  has  been  made  by  which  a  lin^ 
organ,  and  therefore  not  a  communicative  mal&dy  is  more  easily  cured.  And  if  ue 
one.  knowledge  of  physiology  has  been  somewhat 

August  7, 1843.  increased,  he  surely  buys  knowledge  dear, 
who  learns  the  use  of  the  lacteals  at  the 


DR.  JOHNSON  ON  VIVISECTION.  "P«°««  of  his  humanity.     It  is  time  that 

universal  resentment  should  arise  against 

these  horrid  operations,  which  tend  to  harden 

[As  the  subject  of  vivisection  has  recently  ^^  ^cart,  extinguish  those  sensations  which 

excited  some  discussion  in  our  pages,  we  8*^^  man  confidence  in  man,  and  make  the 

think  it  may  not  be  uniutcresUiig  to  give  physician  more  dreadful  than  gout  or  stone. 

Dr.  Samuel  Johnson's  remarks  on  the  sub^  — 2^^*  IdlePf  No.  17. 

ject,  as  published  in  an  early  number  of  the ■ — 

^^^^'■^  CASE  OP  ARTIFICIAL  ANUS. 

The  idlers  that  sport  only  with  inanimate  n    n   r  xkt  itr  n 

nature  may  claim  some  indulgence  ;  if  they  ^J  ^'  ^'  Wharton.  M.D. 

are  useless,  they  are  still  innocent ;  but  there  Grand  Gulf,  Mississippi, 

are  others,   whom   I   not  how  to  mention  ^«.^ 

without  more  emotion  than  my  love  of  quiet 

willingly  admits.     Awong  the  inferior  pro-  I  was  called  in  August,  I84I,  to  see  a 

fesi>ors  of  medical  knowledge,  is  a  race  of  negro  child,  five  or  six  days  old,  belonging 

wretches,   whose  lives  are  only  varied  by  to  Mr.  D.  G.  Humphreys,  whose  umbilical 

varieties  of  cruelty ;  whose  favourite  amuse-  cord  had  sloughed  off  close  to  the  abdoment 

ment  is  to  nail  dogs  to  tables,  and  to  open  them  leaving  a  circular  opening  at  least  one  and  a 

alive ;  to  try  how  long  life  may  be  continued  half  inches  in  diameter,  penetrating  through 

in  various  degrees  of  mutilation,  or  with  the  the  abdominal  parietet  and  a  corresponding 

excision  or  laceration   of  the  vital  parts;  portion  of  the  intestinal  canal.    Tlie  gut 

to  examine  whether  burning  irons  are  felt  adhered  firmly  to  the  circumference  of  the 
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abdominal  opening,  and  the  bowels  were  Tlie  os  uteri  was  well  dilated,  and  the  pabs 

isracnated  exclndTely  through  this  channel,  incessant  and  severe." 

I  could  not  ascertain  what  was  the  cause  of  The  Ceesarean  section  was  resolved  upon, 

the  sloughing.     Its  general  health  was  good,  and  executed  in  the  following  manner  : — A 

though  it  suffered  a  good  deal  from  occa-  somewhat  oblique  incision  was  made,  "  be- 

aionid  paroxysm  of  pain  proceeding  appa«  ginning  at  the  upper  part,  near  the  margin 

rently  from  irritation  of  the  ulcerated  open*  of  the  linea  alba,  crossing  towards  its  centre 

ing.      The  inner  surface  of    the  exposed  in  the  descent  towards  the  pubis,"  this  being 

portion  of  the  intestine  was  of  a  very  deep  red,  necessary  **  in  order  to  get  an  opening  large 

owing  probably  to  its  exposure  to  the  ex-  enough  to  extract  the  foetus."     When  the 

temsd  air.     I  ordered  simple  poultices  of  peritoneum  was  opened,  much  difficulty  was 

powered  slippery  elm,  made  with  the  infu-  experienced  in  preventing  the  escape  of  the 

aion  of  oak  bark,  to  be  constantly  applied  intestines.    The  uterus  being  then  divided, 

with  a  tolerably  fbrm  bandage,  and  emoUient  the  foetus  was  exposed,  its  back  presenting 

and  oily  enemata  several  times  a  day,  to  ex-  to  the  incision,  **  Although,"  says  Dr.  P., 

cite  the  action  of  the  lower  bowels.     This  **  I  began  my  incision  considerably  above  die 

last  means  afforded  great  relief  to  the  pain,  umbilicus,  such  was  the  relative  size  of  the 

and  after  a  few  days  feecal  matter  was  dis-  child  that  I  found  it  impracticable  to  extract 

charged  in  small  quantities,  per  anum.     The  it,  until  I  had  extended  the  opening  in  each 

local  applications  were  occasionally  varied ;  direction ;  approaching  nearly  to  fie  carti- 

and  under  this  treatment  the  umbilical  open-  lage  of  the  lower  true  rib  above,  and  the 

ing  gradaally  contracted,  so  that  in  three  or  pubis  below.     During  my  efforts  to  accom- 

four  months  it  had  become  quite  small,  plish  the  delivery,  considerable  extravasation 

only  a  small  quantity  of  the  fluid  portion  took  place.    The  relative  sixe  of  the  child 

of  the  faecal  matter  passing  through  it.     I  and  mother  can  only  be  conceived  by  the 

then  touched  it  with  argent,    nit.   which  reader,  when  he  remembers  the  height  of  the 

formed  an  eschar,  and  I  suppose  it  had  mother — three  and  a  half  feet — and  learns 

healed  long  ago,  as  I  ordered  it  to  be  touched  that  the  child  was  about  the  ordinary  sixe, 

occasionally.     At  present  (May  1843),  how-  weighing,  by  conjecture,  from  seven  to  ei^t 

ever,  there  stiU  remains  a  small  circular  ulce-  pounds. 

rated  surface,  very  red,  about  two  lines  in  dia-  **  I  at  length  succeeded,  by  grasping  the 
meter,  from  which  there  is  a  slight  oozing  of  thighs,  in  elevating  the  breech,  and  delivered 
the  watery  part  of  the  contents  of  the  intes-  the  child,  as  in  a  breech  presentation ;  it 
tinal  canal.  This  circular  ulcer  is  surrounded  soon  cried  lustily,  and  was  separated  fhun 
by  a  large  circular  cicatrix,  showing  the  the  cord.  The  uterus  now  contracted  pow- 
original  seat,  though  contracted  about  one  erfully,  the  placenta  was  expelled,  the  extra- 
third  of  the  primary  opening.  I  ordered  vasated  blood  removed  as  much  as  possible, 
tile  application  of  the  nit.  argent,  and  had  and  we  then  proceeded  to  dress  the  wound, 
the  child  watched  so  as  to  prevent  his  rub-  **  Four  or  five  points  of  the  interrupted 
bing  off  the  eschar,  which  seems  to  be  the  suture  were  employed — long  adhesive  strips 
cause  of  its  not  having  closed  up  before  were  applied  between  the  sutures,  leaving  a 
now.  The  child  is  large  for  its  age,  and  space  at  the  lower  portion,  for  the  escape  of 
perfectly  healthy. — American  Journal  qf  the  any  discharge  that  might  accumulate.  A 
Medical  Sciences.  broad  compress  was  next  applied,  and  the 
whole  covered  with  a  broad,  firm  bandage, 

CESAREAN  SECTION  ON  A  DWARF,  tolerably  tight.                               ^    ,       , 

**  During  the  operation,  the  patient  made 

By  Dr.  Cyrus  Falconer.  very  little  complaint ;  she  now  said  she  felt 

^^.^  very  comfortable,  and  expressed  much  grati- 
fication at  being  relieved  by  an  amount  of 

Thb  patient  was  only  three  feet  six  inches  in  suffering  so  mvLch  less  than  she  had  appre- 

height,  with  ill-proportioned  form.     When  bended.     An  anodyne  was  administered,  and 

seen  by  Dr.  F.  she  had  been  in  labour  up-  finding  her,  at  the  md  of  a  couple  of  honra, 

wards  of  fourteen  hours  ;  the  left  foot  of  the  still  comfortable,  and  inclined  to  reat,  I  left 

foetus  was  presenting  at  the  os  externum,  her." 

On  examination.  Dr.  F.  found  that  <'the  Before  morning,  however,  infhmmation 

sacrum  projected  towards  the  pubis  so  as  was  developed,  aiid  the  patiyent  died  on  tiie 

to  give  the  superior  strait  the  character  of  eighth  dliy. 

a  fissure  ;    the  antero-posterior    diameter  «  The  cliild  did  well,  and  is  now  a  vigo- 
being  certainly  not  over  one  inch  and  three-  rous,  healthy,  and  well-formed  little  giiL 
fourths.    The  leg  of  the  presenting  foot  —Jbid, 
occupied  the  full  breadth  of  the  fissure,  af- 
fording an  evidence  but  too  conclusive  that  , 
nature  was  not  competent  to  the  delivery. 
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TREATMENT  or  VASCULAR  NiEVUS. 

Prof.  N.  R.  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  has 
devised  the  following  method  of  treating 
Tascular  nsevns.  He  saturates  a  thread  with 
a  saturated  solution  of  caustic  potash.  This 
is  dried  by  a  fire,  and  a  needle  being  armed 
with  it,  Uie  base  of  the  tumor  is  transfixed 
with  the  needle,  and  the  thread  quietly  drawn 
through  the  part.  This  is  repeated  in  different 
parts  of  the  tumor.  Dr.  S.  states  that  he  has 
now  under  care  a  case  treated  by  this  plan, 
and  the  tumor  is  rapidly  wasting,  without 
any  distressing  symptoms  having  occurred. 
— Maryland  Med,  and  Surg,  Joum, 


RESEARCHES 

ON  THB 

DECOMPOSITION     AND     DISINTE- 
GRATION OF  PHOSPHATIC 
VESICAL  CALCULI; 

AND  ON  THE  INTRODUCTION  OP  CHKlflCAL 

decomponent8  into  the 
living  bladder. 

Bt  S.  Elliot  Hoskins. 


exceed  in  strength  one  grain  of  the  salt  to 
each  fluid  ounce  of  water,  as  the  decompos- 
ing effect  is  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  its 
strength. 

Having  by  experiments,  which  are  fully 
detailed,  ascertained  the  chemical  effects  of 
the  above  class  of  decomponents  on  calculous 
concretion  011/  of  the  body,  the  author  briefly 
alludes  to  the  cases  of  three  patients,  in  each 
of  whom  from  four  to  eight  ounces  of  these 
solutions  had  been  repeatedly,  for  weeks 
together,  introduced  into  the  bladder,  and  re- 
tained in  that  organ,  without  inconvenience, 
for  the  space  of  from  ten  to  fifty  minutes.— 
Proceedings  qf  the  Royal  Society ^  No.  56, 

INSULT  TO  THE  MEDICAL  PRO- 
FESSION. 


To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
Allow  me  to  request  your  public  reproba- 
tion of  the  accompanying  **  private  and 
confidential"  gross  insult  to  the  medical 
profession  ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  suggest, 
that  the  shameful  bargaining  for  attendance 
_  on   Poor- Law   Unions  may   possibly  have 

Th.  object  of  the«  reaeax^he.  was  th.  dU-    ^^^^  «<•  ''"'t':;  oS^t  M^lrt. '^' 


covery  of  some  chemical  agent,  more  ener- 
getic in  its  action  on  certain  varieties  of 
human  calculi,  and  less  irritating  when  in- 
jected into  the  bladder,  than  any  of  the  fluids 
hitherto  employed. 

These  indications  not  being  infilled  by 


London,  Sept.  1843. 


C. 


PRIVATE  AND  CONFIDENTIAL. 

2Sd  June,  1843. 
Sir, — As  you  must  professionally  know 


dilute  acids,  or  other  solvents  which  act  by  how  very  frequently  funeral  expenses  press 

the  exertion  of  single  elective  affinity,  the  heavily  on  the  funds  of  families,  I  beg  leave 

author  investigated  the  effects  of  complex  to  submit  to  yon  my  plans,  which  combine 

affinity  in  producing  decomposition,  and  con-  economy  with  perfect  decency  at  the  smallest 


sequent  disintegration  of  vesical  calculi. 

For  this  purpose  an  agent  is  required,  the 
base  of  which  should  unite  with  the  acid  of 
the  calculus,  whilst  the  acid  of  the  former 
should  combine  and  form  soluble  salts  with 


expense. 

The  highest  prices  combine  funeral  re- 
spectability, and  even  elegance,  at  very  re* 
duced  charges ;  whilst  the  system  tends  to, 
and  is,  gradually  abolishing  walking  fune- 


the  base  of  the  latter.  The  combined  acids  rals,  by  having  a  carriage  to  convey  six 
would  thereby  be  set  free  in  definite  propor-  mourners  to  and  from  any  Cemetery  at  less 
tions,  to  be  neutralized  in  their  nascent  cost ;  thereby  giving  to  the  poorest  of  the 
state,  and  removed  out  of  the  sphere  of  population  the  advantage  of  Cemetery  inter- 
action, before  any  stimulating  effect  could  be  ment,  and  mitigating  the  evil  and  disgust 
executed  on  the  animal  tissue.  These  in-  naturally  attending  many  of  the  present 
tentions  the  author  considers  as  having  been  grave-yards. 

fulnlled  by  the  employment  of  weak  solutions         Should  you  be  of  opinion  that  by  influenc- 

of  some  of  the  vegetable  super-salts  of  lead ;  ing  fomilies,  in  the  hour  of  distress,  to  adopt 

such  as  the  super-malate,  saccharate,  lactate,  my  system,  you  are  rendering  them  peca- 

&c.    The  preparation,  however,  to  which  he  niary  service,  and  preserving  public  health, 

gives  the  preference,  is  an  add-saccbarate,  it  will  of  course  promote  the  interests  of  the 

or,  as  he  ixHa  it,  a  nitro^saccharaie  qfUad,  **  Cemeteryand  General  Funeral  Company," 

This  salt,  whichsover  it  may  be,  must  be  with  which  my  patent  carriages  are  united ; 

moistened  with  a  few  drops  of  acetic,  or  of  and  upon  my  bemg  informed  of  such  recom- 

its  own  proper  acid,  previous  to  solution  in  mendations,   I  wiU  pay  into  the  Medical 

water,  whereby  alone  perfect  transparency  Benevolent  Society,  or  to  any  hospital  fund, 

and  activity  are  secured.     He  further  states,  5  per  cent,  of  the  coat  of  such  funerals, 
that  the   decomposing  liquid  ahouldr  not        Should  it  be  preferred  that  snch  renmne* 
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ration  should  be  personal,  the  amount  shall 
be  privately  and  most  confidentially  paid  on 
addressing  a  note  that  you  have  rendered 
this  essential  benefit  to  families,  and  to  the 
public  health  of  the  metropolis. 

I  hope  you  will  put  the  most  fsTonrable 

construction  on   the  novelty  of  my  plan, 

which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  you ;  and 

apologizing  for  the  intrusion, — I  remain,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Gbobgb  Shillibkbr. 

P.S.  A  visit  to  the  principal  establish- 
ments, at  the  City  Road,  adjoining  Bunhili 
Fields  Burial  Ground,  and  at  High  Street, 
facing  St.  Marylebone  Church,  also  one  on 
a  smaller  scale,  at  136,  Union  Street,  South- 
wark,  will  no  doubt  convince  you  of  the 
public  usefulness  of  my  project. 

Should  church -yards  be  preferred  to  ce- 
meteries, the  expense  is  the  same,  subject 
only,  in  many  instances,  to  the  higher  church 
lees* 


OVARIAN  OPERATION. 

(From  a  Correspondent,) 


Wb  understand  that  Mr.  Walne  operated 
successfully,  by  the  large  abdominal  section, 
in  a  third  case  of  dropsical  ovarium,  on  the 
12th  inst.  The  tumor,  weighing  twenty- 
eight  pounds,  was  removed  entire,  and  the 
patient,  a  lady  under  twenty  years  of  age,  is 
recovering  rapidly  and  satisfactorily. 

[We  hope  to  be  able  to  lay  before  our 
readers  the  full  particulars  of  this  case  in 
our  next  number. — Ed.  Gaz.] 

BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Physic,  delivered  at  King's  College,  London. 
By  Thomas  Watson,  M.D.  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians,  &c.  &c.  In 
two  volumes. 

Dr.  Maclagan  on  the  Bebeem  Tree  of 
British  Guiana. 

Pulmonary  Consumption,  successfully 
treated  with  Naphtha.  By  John  Hastings, 
M.D.  Senior  Physician  to  the  Blenheim 
Street  Free  Dispensary. 

Lectures  on  Polarised  Light,  delivered 
before  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  and  in  the  Medical  School  of  the 
Loudon  Hospital.  Illustrated  with  En- 
gravings. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  OBNTLBMBN  WBO  HA.VB  MBCBIYSO 
CKRTinCATBS. 

Thursday,  September  ^,  1843. 

J.  L.  Hanley,  Westminster.— F.'  H.  Secretan, 
Barnet,  Herts.— T.  Tartooi  OJenby.— J.  Pickop, 
Blackburn.— J.  H.  Nortoa,  Alatlock;— J.  Whit- 
teron,  Knaresbro',  Yorkshire. 


A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  POR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  registered  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  Sept.  16,  1843. 


Small  Fox 5 

Measles  » 

Scarlatina  48 

Hooping  Cough 15 

Croup  6 

Thrush    11 

Diarrhcea 60 

Dysentery 7 

Cholera    4 

Influenza 0 

A|nie 0 

Remittent  Fever I 

Typhus    S6 

Erysipelas 6 

Syphilis  1 

Hydrophobia , 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  177 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    310 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  16 
Diseases  o(  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Oncans  of  Digestion    98 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 4 

Childbed 9 

Paramenia 9 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  &c 9 

Arthritis 0 

Rheamatism S 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &e • 

Carbuncle 0 

Phlegmon  0 

Ulcer    9 

fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Dropsy,    Cancer,  and  other   Diseases    of 

Uncertain  Seat 88 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 44 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  lotempe^ 

ranee  18 

Causes  not  specified 8 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 915 
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from  63  to  79 

99-84        Stat. 

46      71 

99*84  to  99-99 

48      68 

SOOS        80-08 

48      69 

8014        Stat. 

60      64 

8019       80i» 

46      67 

99-96        99*86 

49      68 

99*88        99-71 

BAEOMKTKm. 


Sept.  1843.      ,THBaMOMBTBB. 

Wednesday  90 
Thursday  .  21 
Friday ...  92 
Saturday  .  23 
Sunday  .  .  24 
Monday  .  .  96 
Tuesday    .  96 


Wind  on  the  90th  N.  and  S.E. ;  21st  S.E.  and 
N.  by  W. ;  29d,  N.  and  N.B. :  9Sd,  N.  by  B. ; 
94th,  N.  W.  aad  N.  by  B. ;  95th,  N.  and  N.W. ; 
SItb,  N.W.  7      ,       -, 

Generally  dear,  except  the94th  and  9Sfeh,  a  Uttia 
rain  on  the  afternoon  of  the  95tb. 

Charles  Hbnrt  Aoaics. 


Wii.^N  8e  Ooilvt,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 


INDEX  TO  VOL.  XXXII. 


(VOL.  II.  FOR  THE  SESSION  1842-48.) 


A.  the  pelris  obliqne  ovata,  637 ;  obliteration 

of  the  caTity  of  the  tanica  TaginaliB  testis 

Abscess  in  the  ingoinil  canal,  Mr.  Ewen's  in  middle-aged  and  old  persons,  860 ;  on 

case  of,  836.  a  congenitid  deformity  of  the  head  and 

Absorption,  Mr.  Robinson  on  the  mecha-  neck  of  the  femur,  ib.;  observations  on 

nism  of,  318.  the  muscle  of  the  lachrymal  sac,  or  tensor 

Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  paper  read  at  tarsi,  861. 

.  the,  by  M.  Mandl,  on  the  tartar  on  the  Ancell,  Mr.  on  the  production  of  urea  and 

'  teeth,  843.  uric  acid,  384. 

Agriculture,  editorial  remarks  on  the  em-  Aneurism  by  anastomosis,  case  of,  cured  by 

'  ployment  of  women  and  children  in,  506,  ligature,  142. 

569.  Aneuiism,  cases  of,  cured  by  pressure,  396. 

Aldis,  Dr.  on  new  percussing  instrumonis.  Anus,  artificial,  case  of,  successfully  treated 

for  inTestigating  diseases  of  the  chest,  by  incision  of  its  divided  edges,  361. 

248.  Animal  chemistry,  the  privilege  of  attend- 

Allnatt,  Dr.  on  the  occasional  painlessness  ing  the  course  of  lectures  delivered  at 

ofmortal  wounds,  737.  Apothecaries'  Hall  on,  urged  on  behalf 

Alam,  on  the  sale  of,  to  bakers,  718.  of  the  licentiates,  335. 

Ammonia,  hydrosulphnret  of,  Mr.  Randall  Antigua,  news  from,  910. 

on  a  process  for  preparing,  622.  Aorta  and  pericardium,  case  of  wound  of 

Ammonia  gas,  Mr.  Smee  on  the  inhalation  the,  interesting  in  a  medico-legal  point  of 

of,  as  a  remedial  agent,  59.  view,  880. 

Analytical  tables  of  the  cases  of  diseases  Apothecaries,  regulations  to  be  observed  by 

treated  in  the  infirmary  of  the  Parish  of  students  intendiog  to  qualify  as,  907. 

St.  Marylebooe  for  the  year  1841, 878.  Apothecaries'  Hall,  lists  of  gentlemen  who 

Anatomy  and  physiology.  Dr.  Knox*s  con-  have  received  certificates,  112, 144, 176, 

tributions  to :  —  Some  remarks  on  the  256,  288,  336,  368,  400,  432,  480,  576, 

■tructure  and  arrangement  of  the  spinal  912,  944. 

arachnoid,  463 ;    on  some   varieties  in  Apopleiy,  Mr.  Copeman  on  the  nature  and 

human  structure,  with  remarks  on  the  treatment  of,  223. 

doctrine  of  *'  unity*'  of  the  organ izataee.  Arsenic,  Dr.  Taylor  on  a  new  test  for,  575. 

499, 529 ;  muscular  system,  531 ;  variety  Arsenic,  Mr.  John  £.  Erichsen  on  the  em- 

in  form  of  the  human  pelvis,  554;  va-  ployment  of,  in  certain  diseases  of  tho 

rieties  in  the  form  of  the  pelvis  and  its  skin,  196,  238. 

component  parts,    555 ;    transcendental  Artery,  common  carotid,  case  of  hemplegia 

and  other  phyiiological  laws  as  applicable  from  tying  the,  255. 

to  the  pelvis  and  its  varieties,  ib. ;  sacral  Artery,  common  iliac,  Dr.  Peace's  case  of 

▼ertebne,  586;  application  of  views  de-  ligature  of  the,  431. 

rived  from  transcendental  anatomy  to  the  ArtiBcial  anus,  case  of,  successfully  treated  by 

work  of  Naegele,  and  to  his  discovery  of  incision  of  the  divided  edges,  361. 

aa6.-*xzxii.  3  p 
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Artificial  onus.  Dr.  Wharton's  case  of,  941. 

'  Association  of  medical  oflScers  of  hospitals 

for  the  insane,  account  of  the  proceedings 

at  the  second  annual  meeting  of  the,  in 

Lancaster,  842. 

Austria,  oculists  in,  513. 

Auscultation,  Dr.  H.  M.  Hughes*  observa- 
tions on  the  alleged  fallacies  of,  418,  447. 

Ayr,  Newton,  and  Wallace-Town  Dispen- 
sary, twenty-sixth  report  of  the«  108. 

B. 

Barry,  Dr.  Martin,  note  from,  in  reply  to 
Dr.  Griffith's  remarks  on  the  blood  and 
fibre,  29 ;  spermatozoa  observed  by,  a 
second  time,  within  the  ovum,  73. 

Bark,  yellow,  Mr.  Battley's  pharmaceutical 
analysis  of,  159. 

Bathing,  editoriah  observations  on,  744. 

Battley's,  Mr.  R.  pharmaceutical  analysis 
of  yellow  bark,  159. 

Beddow*t*,  Mr.  remarks  on  mesmerism,  649. 

Beer's,  Dr.  case  of  rheumatico-catarrhal 
fever,  with  metastasis  to  the  toes,  433. 

Bell's,  Mr.  C.  W.  account  of  an  epidemic 
which  prevailed  at  Teheran  in  the  months 
of  January  and  Febroaryi  184S,  S67, 

Belfast  lunatic  asylum,  extract  from  the 
thirteenth  annual  report  of  the,  781. 

Belgian  medical  institutions,  Mr*  Edwin 
Lee  on,  898,  930. 

Belladonna  plasters,  Mr.  Nixon  on  a  case 
in  which  severe  after-pains  following  la- 
bour were  successfully  treated  by,  133. 

Bemcastle,  Mr.  on  the  influei  ce  of   the 

moon's  rays,  23 ;  on  a  case  of  sudden 

*      death,  simulating  poison  by  opium,  shew. 

ing  the  necessity  of  medical  coroners,  654. 

Bile,  Dr.  Kemp  on  the  difference  of  the,  as 
it  flows  from  the  liver,  and  the  cystic  bile, 
207. 

Bird's,  Dr.  Golding,  lectures  on  the  physi- 
cal and  pathological  characters  of  uriuary 
deposits  —  see  ''  Urinary  deposits.  Dr. 
Golding  Bird's  lectures  on  the  physical 
and  pathological  characters  of.'' 

Bird,  Dr.  Golding,  on  the  phosphates  in  po- 
tatoes, 110;  remarks  by,  on  some  criti- 
cisms  in  a  late  review  in  the  British  and 
Foreign  Medical  Review,  245. 

Bird's,  Dr.  Frederic,  case  of  removal  of  a 
diseased  ovarium  of  17  years'  duration, 
in  which  paracentesis  had  been  ten  times 
performed,  733 ;  reply  to  Mr.  Camplin, 
846. 

Births,  unlucky,  752. 

Birmingham  Hospital,  resignation  of  Mr. 
Jukes,  and  election  of  Mr.  Crompton, 
224. 

Birmingham  School  of  Medicine,  arrange- 
ments for  collegiate  aocommodation  at  the, 
956. 

Blenorrhoea,  bronchial,  Dr.  Cheyne  on,  con- 
sidered in  connection  with  rheumatism,866. 


Blindness,  Mr.  Ure  on  the  removal  of,  de- 
pending upon  palsy  of  the  iris,  280. 
Blood  and  Fibre,  Dr.  Martin  Barry*!  reply 

to  Dr.  Griffith's  remarks  on,  29. 
Books,  analyses  and  notices  of: — 
Dr.  Hooper's    physician's  vade-mecnm, 

101. 
Dr.   Fleetwood  Churchill  on  the  theory 

and  practice  of  midwifery,  101. 
Dr.  Todd's  practical  remaxka  on  gout, 
rheumatic  fever,  and  chronic  rheuma- 
tism of  the  joints,  424. 
Mr.  Wilde's  Austria,  its  literary,  scienti- 
fic, and  medical  institutions,  435. 
British  Quarterly  Journal  of  Dental  Sar- 

gery,425. 
Dr.  Pereira's  treatise  on  food  and  diet, 

506. 
Dr.  M'William's  medical  history  of  the 

expedition  to  the  Niger,  506. 
Transactions  of  the  Provincial  Medical 

and  Surgical  Association,  567.  - 
Professor  Owen's  lectures  on  the  compa- 
rative anatomy  and  physiology  of  the 
invertebrate  animals,  775. 
Mr.  Gavin  on  feigned  and  fectitions  dis. 

orders,  775. 
Dr.  Taylor  on  the  curative  inflaenoe  of 
the  cumate  of  Pan,  776. 
Bostook's,  Dr.  John,  remarks  upon  some  of 
the  physiological   opinions  of  Profetior 
Liebig,  559. 
Bonchardat,  M.  on  a  convenient  mode  of 

administering  oil  of  turpentine,  911. 
Bouros,  Dr.  John,  on  the  minenid  waters  of 

Greece,  917. 
Brain,  Mr.  Camplin  on  the  pathology  of  the, 

286. 
British    Medical    Association,    resolutions 
passed  at  a  meeting  of  the,  (ut  July  4, 
573. 
Breast,   non-malignant  tumor  of  the,  suc- 
cessfully removed,  174. 
Brodie's,  Sir  Benjamin,  account  of  a  case 
in  which  a  foreign  body  was  lodged  in 
the  right  bronchus,  540 ',  presentation  of 
a  gold  medal  to,  714. 
Bronchitis,  acute,  Mr.  Tapson*s  report  of  a 
case  of,   with  vesicular  emphysema  and 
cretaceous  concretions  in  the  lungs,  811. 
Budd,  Dr.  Richard,  notice  of  the  election 
of,  Bs  physician  to  the  North  Devon  Infir- 
mary, 144. 
Burridge,  Dr.  on  the  removal  of  foreign 
bodies  from  the  trachea,  with  refexenco 
more  particularly  to  the  recent  case  of 
Mr.  Brunei,  and  its  treatment,  323. 
Burrows',  Dr.  George,  Lumleian  lectures 
delivered  at  the  College  of  Physicians: — 
Lect.  I.— Introduction,  145;  modifica- 
tions which  the  circulation  within   the 
cranium  is  capable  of  undergoing  in  health 
and  disease,  146 ;  opinions  of  Abercrom- 
bie,  Kellie,   Clutteibuck,  Watson,    and 
others,  on  the  peculiarities  of  the  circu- 
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latioD  within  the  cranium,  146 ;  quantity  Dr.  Hunt  od,  and  on  the  effect  of  chlo- 
of  blood  within  the  cranium  laid  to  be  rate  of  potash  on  those  diseases,  76. 
nearly  invariable,  1 47 ;    experiments  of  Carbonic  acid  gas,  Mr.  Parkin  on  the  effi- 
Dr.  Kellie  to  shew  that  hemorrhage  does  cacy  of,  in  gout,  131. 
not  deplete  the  vessels  of  the  brain,  ib. ;  Carlisle  controversy,    editorial  notice   re- 
repetition  of  the  experiments,  whence  it  specting  the,  872,  934. 
appears  that  anemia  of  the  brain  is  in-  Cat's  mint  recommended  as  a  remedy  for 
duced  by  fatal  hemorrhage,  148 ;  experi-  .toothache,  480. 

ments  to  shew  the  striking  effects  of  pos-  **  Causes  of  death,"  Mr.  Farr's  notice  rela- 

ture  and  gravitation  on  the  quantity  of  tive  to  the  returns  of  the,  in  the  accounts 

blood  within  the  cranium,  149 ;  patholo-  of  the  mortality  of  the  metropolis,  %53. 

gical   and  practical  inferences  nrom  the  Caution,  a,  respecting  nitric  acid,  877. 

foregoing  experiments,  ib. ;  observations  Changes  in  the  hospitals  and  schools,  428. 

and  experiments  to  determine  the  amount  Chapman's,  Dr.  A.  cases  of  phlebitis,  with 

of  congestion  of  the  brain  when  death  some  preliminary  remarks  on  its  patho- 

takes  place  by  apncea,   ib. ;  absence  of  logy  and  treatment,  9i?l. 

cerebral    congestion    in  some   cases   of  Chevers,  Dr.  Norman,  on  the    causes  of 

death  by  suspension,  151 ;  explanation  of  death  after  operations  in  the  London  hos« 

the  anomaly,  ib.  pitals,  252. 

Lbct.  2. — Recapitulation,  184 ;  distnr-  Chemistry,  spurious,  editorial  observations 

bance  of  the  cerebral  circulation,  by  alte-  on  the  injury  arising  to  the  revenue  from, 

rations  in  the  relative  quantity  of  blood  362. 

in  the  arteries  and  veins  ;  reconsideration  Chemistry,  Dr.  R.  D,  Thomson  on  the  pro- 

of  the  arguments  upon  which  is  founded  per  method  for  the  study  of,  as  a  branch 

the  opinion  that  the  quantity  of  blood  of   professional  and   general  educatioo, 

within  the  cranium  does  not  alter,  185 ;  763. 

pressure  an  important  principle  in  sua-  Cbeyne,  Dr.  on  bronchial  blenorrhooa,  con- 
taining and  destroying  the  functions  of  sidered  in  connection  with  rheumatism, 
the  brsin,  187;  illustrations  of  vaoBcular  866. 

pressure  on  the  brain  in  health  and  dis-  Child,  Dr.  C.  G.  on  pseudo-eructation,  386. 

ease,  188 ;  observations  on  the  cephalo-  Childs,  Mr.  on  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea 

spinal  serum  and  its  functions,  189;  in-  by  superficial  cauterization  of  the  urethra, 

creased  vascular  pressure,  and  its  efiects,  646. 

ib. ;  diminished  vascular  pressure,  and  its  Christison,   Dr.  on  the  preparation  of  the 

effects,  190 ;  syncope  produced  by  insuf-  fluid  extract  of^senna,  877. 

ficient  vascular  pressure,  rather  than  by  a  Churchill,  Dr.  Fleetwood  on  the  theory  and 

diminished  supply  of  blood  to  the  brain,  practice  of  midwifery,  reviewed,  101 1  re- 

ib. ;  examination  and  explanation  of  the  port  by,  of  the  Western  Lying  in  Hospital, 

phenomena  of  syncope  produced  under  Dublin,  620. 

various  circumstances,  191 ;  cerebral  dis-  Cirrhosis  of  the  lung.  Dr.  Stokes  on,  287. 
turbance  in  general  anemia  attributed  to  Circulation  in  acardiac  foetuses,  Mr.  Jack- 
insufficient  vascular  pressure  more   tban  son  on  the,  467. 
to  anemia  of  the  cerebral  substance,  ib.  Citrate  of  iron,  Mr.G.  M.  Mowbray  on, 836. 

Lect.  3.— On  affections  of  the  brain  Clark,  Sir  James,  on  medical  reform,  77. 

and  spinal  cord,  depending  on  acute  dis-  Clark's,  Mr.  Willington,  case  of  intra- tho- 

ease  of  the  heart,  289.  racic  tumor,  l.Mu 

Clendiiining,  Dr.  on  the  medicinal  proper- 

^  ties  of  Indian  hemp,  279. 

^-  Cold,  Mr.  T.  W.  King's  i«flectioBS  on  the 

Cesarean  section  on  a  dwarf,  942.  influence  of,  upon  the  living  body,  453. 

Calculi,   Mr.  Mogford  on  the  removal  of,  College  of  Surgeons,  appointment  of  presi- 

from  the  bladder  of  a  horse,  399.  dent  and  vice-president  of  the,   for  the 

Calculi  in  the  bladder,  Mr.  H.  C.  Sherwin  ensuing  year,  624. 

•  on  the  treatment  of,  800.  College  of  Surgeons,  correction  of  an  error 

Calculi,  phosphatic  vesical,  researches  on  in  the  notice  of  the  new  charter,  842. 

the  decompositioik  and  disintegration  of,  College  of  Surgeons,    notice  of   the  late 

943.  alterations  in  the  regulations  of  the,  779 ; 

Camplin,  Mr»  on  the  pathology  of  the  brain,  copy  of  the  regulations  of  the  council,  810. 

286 ;  on  the  removal  of  dropsical  evaria,  College  of  Surgeons,  list  of  gentlemen  who 

805.  hAve  received  diplomas:    80,  112,  144» 

Cancer,  primary,  and  ulceration  of  the  lung,  176,  256,  288,  336,  368,  400,  432.  480, 

Dr,  Maclaehlan  on,  23.  512,  544,  576,  624,  656,  688.  720,  752, 

Cancer,     intra-thoracic,     Bfr.    Willington  784,  8l6,  848, 880,  912,  944. 

Clark's  case  of,  134.  Colmer,  Mr.  on  paralysis  in  teething  chil- 

Cancrum  oris  and  phagedena  of  the  cheek,  dren,  143. 
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•  Collambell,  Mr.  on  ibc  reduction  of  hernia,  of  tbe  pathology  and  treatment  of  this 

317.  disease,  44.  88,  119,  591,  640. 

College   of  Physicians,    list  of  gentlemen  Diabetes  mellitus.  Dr.  J.  F.  Hodges'  case 

who  have  passed  their  examination,  11^  ;  of,  525. 

names  of  gentlemen  who  received  their  Diday,  M.  on  a  simple  means  of  preventing 

degrees  on  tbe  28tb  April,  !224 ;  names  of  or  stopping  nervous  cough,  844. 

physicians  oppointed  fellows  of  tbe,  624.  Diseases  of  children,  Dr.  Siober   on    tbe. 

Collegiate  system,  editorial  observations  on  510,  543. 

the,  426.  Dislocation,  compound,  of  the  first  upon  the 

Combination,  editorial  remarks  on  the  pre-  second  phalanx  of  the  thumb.  Dr.  Noriis*s 

vailing  tendency  to,  26.  case  of,  333. 

Copeman,  Mr.  on  the  nature  and  treatment  Domville's,  Serjeant,  remarks  on  a  case  in 

of  apoplexy,  2'i3.  which  symptoms  like  croup  came  on  after 

Corrosive  sublimate.  Dr.  A.  Frampton  on  a  scariet- fever,  and  for  which  tracheotomy 

new  test  for,  384.  was  performed,  204. 

Corrosive  sublimate,  observations  by  Fo-  Donn^,  M.  on  the  composition  of  milk,  717. 

rensis  upon  the  new  process  proposed  for  Douglas,    Mr.  note  from,    respecting   the 

the  detection   of,  by  means  of  metallic  delay  in  the  publication  of  the  Cyclopaedia 

silver,  677,  709.  of  Anatomy,  7l9. 

Cornea,  on  the  death  of  tlie,  from  chemosis,  Douglas,  Mr.  on  tbe  treatment  of  seminal 

with  remarks  on  the  advantage  of  mer-  discharges,  929. 

cury  in  iritis,  708.  Dropsical    ovaria,    Mr.    Camplin    on    the 

Cough,  nervous,  M.  Diday  on  a  simple  means  removal  of,  805. 

of  preventing  or  stopping,  844.  Druggist,  narrow  escape  of  a,  912. 

Croup,  Dr.   West  on   a  peculiar  form  of,  Ducros,  M.  on  the  treatment  of  hemicrania 

which  occurs  as  a  complication  of  mea*  and    tic   douloureux   by  cauterising   the 

sles,  796.  palate,  878. 

Cusack*s,  Mr.    case  of  popliteal   aneurism  Dundee  Royal  Lunatic  Asylum,  extract  from 

cured  by  pressure,  398.  report  of  the,  781. 

Cyclopaedia  of  anatomy,  complaint  of  the  Durant's,  M.  case  of  reduction  of  prolapsus 

delay  in  the  publication  of  the,  719.  uteii,  after  sixteen  years'  continuance,  31. 

Durrant,  Dr.C.  M,  on  the  nature,  diagnosis, 
and  treatment  of  incipient  phthisis,  324, 

D.  354. 

E. 
Dalrymple,  Mr.  on  the  nature  of  the  ossifi. 

cation  of  encysted  tumors,  476.  Echometer,  Dr.  Aldis»s,  described,  249. 

Dauverger's,  M.  cases  of  varus  mentagra  Editorial  Articles:— Combination,  26; 

and  gutia  rosea,  treated  with  sulphate  of  population  of  England,  73;  medical  edu- 

iron  externally,  911.  cation,  102, 168 ;  lunatic  asylumsin  Eng- 

Deafness,  M.  Jobert  on  electro-puncture  in  land  and  Ireland,  135 ;  onack  medicines, 

the  treatment  of,  depending  on  paralysis  2iO;  legislation  in  medicine,  249 ;  lunatic 

of  the  acoustic  nerve,  367,  asylums,  276  ;  gratuitous  practice,  330 ; 

Deafness,  Mr.  Toy nbee'spractical  researches  the  revenue  in  jeopardy  from  spurious 

into  the  local  causes  of,  542.  chemistry,    362;    society    for    relief    of 

l^eath,  sudden,  Mr.  Hand's  remarks  on  the  widows  and  orphans  of  medical  men ,  388 ; 

P<»*^™o^»e™  examination  in  a  case  of,  71.  the  collegiate  system,  426;  professional 

Death,  Dr.  Deschamps  on  the  signs  of,  224.  success,  473  ;  employment  of  women  and 

Deazeley  s,Mr.  case  of  tumor  of  the  pharynx,  chUdren  in  agriculture,  506.  569  ;  remu- 

-^  ®?®*  .                  .    .     ,        ,      ,  neration  in  general  practice,  536 ;  private 

Deformity,  congenital,  of  the  head  and  neck  tuition,  615  ;  the  last  news  from  Grafen- 

of  the  femur.  Dr.  Knox  on  a,  860.  berg,  651 ;  private  tuition,  680 ;  women 

Delirium  tremens,  Mr.  Tapson's  report  of  and  children  as    agricultural  labourers, 

a  case  of,  complicated  with,  and  some.  710 ;  bathing,  743 ;    the  plea  of  mono- 

what  masked  by  ,pneumonia,  683.  mania  in  criminal  cases,  776 ;  vital  sta- 

Dendy  s  Mr.  Walter  C.  case  of  closure  of  tistics  of  SheflSeld,  807,  839 ;  a  late  in- 

the  vagina.  317.  quest  in  the  north,  868 ;  what  is  quackery  ? 

Deschamps,  Dr.  on  the  signs  of  death,  224.  902  ;  Carlisle  controversy,  905,  934. 

k    u!!J?'*          *  '^°°®*  *^"  *^®  ®"S"  ***  Education,  medical,  102, 168. 

theblood  in.  280.            ^^    ,     .  Emplastrum  cerati  saponis,  form  for.  in  pre. 
-,  notice  by  Mr.  Markwick  of  an  scriptions,  575. 

error  in  his  translation  of  Dr.  Bell's  essay  Empyema,  case  of,  terminating  favourably 

on,  203.                ^     ,^    „  by  spontaneous  opening,  335. 
—- melhtus,  Dr.  John  Percy's  case  of.  Emphysema  of   the  internal  organs,   Mr. 

with  numerous  observations,  and  a  review  D.  R.  M'Nab  on  a  case  of,  found  in  a 


INDEX. 


949 


child  after  Laving  lived  ten  years  with 
general  emphysema,  314. 

Endocarditis  in  childhood.  Dr.  Charles  West 
on,  738. 

Enteritis,  Mr.  Tapson  on  a  case  of,  ushered 
in  by  copious  discharges  of  blood  from  the 
bowels,  618. 

Erichsen*s,  Mr.  practical  remarks  on  the 
employment  of  arsenic  in  the  treatment  of 
diseases  of  the  skin,  196,  238  ;  circum- 
stances that  contra-indicate  the  employ- 
ment of  the  arsenical  preparations,  ib. ; 
temperament  and  habit  of  body  of  the 
patient,  ib, ;  complication  of  the  cutaneous 
affection  with  other  diseases,  240;  nature, 
stage,  and  condition  of  the  diseases  ef  the 
skin  itself,  241,  263. 

Krichsen,  Mr.  on  the  sensibility  of  the  glottis 
after  the  performance  of  tracheotomy, 
with  the  description  of  a  new  instrument, 
556. 

Erysipelas  of  the  face,  case  of,  reported  by 
Mr.  Tapson,  followed  by  scarlatina,  and 
an  abundant  minute  vesicular  eruption, 
cured  by  aperients,  antimonials,  &c.  104. 

Ewen*s,  Mr.  case  of  abscess  in  the  inguinal 
canal,  836. 

Eye,  Professor  Rosas'  operations  on  the,  51 1. 

Eye,  Dr.  J.  C.  Hall's  remarks  on  certain 
diseases  of  the,  98. 

Eye,  Dr.  Ilocken  on  the  application  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver  in  diseases  of  the,  771. 


F. 


Farre,  Dr.  T.  J.  on  Indian  hemp,  209. 
Farr's,  Mr.  W.  notice  relative  to  return  of 

"  causes  of  death,"  252. 
Fawdington,  the  late  T.  Esq.  biographical 

notice  of,  280. 
Femur,  Dr.  Knox  on  a  congenital  deformity 

of  the  head  and  neck  of  the,  860. 
Fenwick,  Mr.  on  the  functions  of  the  lacteals, 

605. 
Ferri  citras,  Mr.  G.  M.  Mowbray  on,  836. 
Fever,  rheumatico  catarrhal,  case  of,  with 

metastasis  to  the  toes,  43^. 
Fever,  note  by  Dr.  Knox  on  the  statistics 

of,  770. 
Fissure  of  the  soft   and   hard  palate,  Dr. 

J.  Mason  Warren's  operations  for,  876. 
Foetal  circulation.  Dr.  Tbouias  Williams  on 

the  homology  of  the,  17,80. 
Foetuses,  acardiac,  Mr.  Jackson  on  the  circu- 
lation iL,  467. 
Fractures,  Mr.  Norman  on  the  treatment  of, 

by  means  of  the  starched  bandage,  704. 
France,  Mr.  on   ophthalmic   surgery,   and 

remarks  on  the  Koyal  Westminster  oph- 
thalmic report,  5'i7. 
Frampton,  Dr.  Algernon,  on  a  new  test  for 

corrosive  sublimate,  384. 


Frogley,  Mr.  on  two  remarkably  similar 
cases  of  osteo  sarcoma  of  the  thigh  bone, 
requiring  amputation  in  both  instances, 7  5. 


G. 


Gangrene  of  the  face,  and  its  treatment, 
Mr.  Obre*s  remarks  on,  75. 

Gavin,  Mr.  on  feigned  and  fictitious  diseases, 
chiefly  of  soldiers  and  seamen,  &c.  re- 
viewed, 775. 

Gazsan*s,  Dr.  P.  case  of  luxation  of  the 
patella  on  its  axis,  845. 

Gloucester  Lunatic  Asylum,  extract  from 
report  of  the,  110. 

Glover.  Dr.  R.  M.  on  medical  reform,  285. 

G lot*  is,  Mr.  Erichsen  on  the  sensibility  of 
the,  after  the  performance  of  tracheotomy, 
with  a  description  of  a  new  instrument, 
556  ;  remarks  on  the  paper,  by  *<  £.,'* 
720  ;  reply  to,  by  Mr.  Erichsen,  751. 

Gold  medal,  presentation  of  a,  to  Sir  B. 
Rrodie,  714* 

Gonorrhoea,  Mr.  Childs  on  the  treatment  of, 
by  superficial  c|9iuterization  of  the  urethra, 
646,  816. 

Gots,  Professor,  account  of  the  obstetrical 
Clinique  at  the  University  of  Gr&tx,  during 
1837—8,  623. 

Gout,  Mr.  Parkin  on  the  e£Scacy  of  carbonic 
acid  gas  in,  131. 

Grafenberg,  the  last  news  from,  651. 

Gratuitous  practice,  editorial  observations  on 
the  extent  of,  in  England,  330. 

Greece,  Dr.  John  Bouros  on  the  mineral 
waters  of,  917. 

Grifilth,  Dr.  J.  W.  on  molecules  and  mole- 
cular motion,  502. 

Guerin,  M.  Jules,  on  strabismus,  254. 

Gulliver's,  Mr.  pathological  notes,  937. 

Guthrie,  G.  J.  on  the  payment  of  medical 
officers  of  unions.  111. 

>,  on  medical  reform,  687. 


— *s,   Mr.  Charles,  reply  to  some  re- 
marks on  the  Westminster  Hospital  report, 

624. 
Guy,  Dr.  on  the  influence  of  the  seasons,  874. 


H. 


Haemorrhoids,  Mr.  R.  A.   Stafford  on  the 

treatment  of,  62. 
Hahnemann,  Dr.  notice  of  the  decease  of, 

688. 
Hairs  Dr.  J.  C  remarks  on  certain  diseases 

of  the  eye,  98. 
,  note  from,  respecting  the 

claim  to  priority  in  the  usti  of  mercury  in 

iritis,  655. 
Hands,  Mr.   B.  A.  remarks  by,  on  a  post- 
mortem examination  in  a  case  of  sudden 

death,  71. 
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Handysides,  Mr.  notice  respecting  the  tri-  HoUand*«,  Mr.  caae  of  perfontion  of  the 

china  spiralis,  805.  itomach,  and  conseqaent  peritonitis,  97. 

Harris,  Dr.  S.  on  the  treatment  ^f  puerperal  Holland,  Mr.  on  the  medico-legal  et idence 

convulsions  before  the  full  term  of  utero-         in  a  case  of  sospected  poisoning,  171. 

gestation,  892.  Holmes's,  Dr.  case  of  presentation  of  the 
Harrison's,  Mr.  J.  G.  remarks  on  the  medico-        bellyy  648. 

legal  evidence  in  a  case  of  sadden  poison-  Hoist's,  Dr.  account  of  a  child  which  was 

ing,  286.  bom  in  the  twenty  fifth  week  of  preg. 

Head,  clinical  lecture    by    Mr.  Sollv  on        nancy,  and  lived  three  days,  623. 

injuries  of   the:  —  Inflammation   of  the  Homoeopathy,  fatal  effects  of,  79. 

membranes  of  the  brain,  caused  by  frac-  Hooper  s  Dr.  Physician's  Tade-mecnm»  re- 

ture  of  the  skull,  arrested  by  antiphlogistic        viewed,  101. 

measures  and  aconite,  335 ;  laceration  of  Horse,  Mr.  Webb  on  roaring  in  the,  877. 

brain,  from  a  blow,  without  fracture  of  the  Horner's,  Professor,  case  of  luxation  of  the 

skull,  237  ;  sequel  and  fatal  termination         cervical  vertebne,  367. 

of  the  case  of  John  Wiogrove,  admitted  Hospitals  and  hospital  schools,  changes  in 

with  compound  fracture  of  the  skull,  S44  ;        the,  428. 

on  the  use  of  the  trephine,  347.  Houlton,  Dr.  on  collecting  and  preserving 
Heart,  Dr.  Willis  on  the  diseases  of  the : —        roots  for  medicinal  purposes,  719. 

Malformations  of  the  heart,  125  |  cyano>  Hudson,  Mr.  on  the  emcacy  of  warm  injec- 

sis,  125 ;  inflammation  of  the  heart,  and         tions  in  stricture,  930. 

of   its    internal  and  external  investing  Hughes's  Dr.   H.  M.  illustrations  of  the 

membranes,  128  ;  carditis,  myocarditis,  ib.         alleged  fallacies  of  auscultation.  41 8,  447. 

Heart,  Mr.  W.  King  on  a  peculiar  sound  of  Hull,  Dr.  Robert,  on  vivisection,  862. 

the,  independent  of  valvular  disease,  774.  Humerus,  Dr.  Knox  on  the  structure  of  the. 
Heat,  Dr.  T.  W.  King  on  the  influences  of,        529. 

on  the  living  body,  595.  Human  structure,  Dr.  Knox  on  some  varie- 
Hedley's,  Mr.  remarks  on  the  case  of  the         ties  in,  502. 

late  Sir.  C.  Nightingale,  806.  Hunt,  Dr.  on  cancrum  oris,  and  phagedena 
Hemiplegia,  case  of,  from  tying  the  common        of  the  cheek,  and  on  the  effect  of  chlorate 

carotid  artery,  255.  of  potash  on  those  diseases,  76. 

■  ,  from  tying  the  common  Hutton's,  Dr.  case  of  popliteal  aneurism, 

carotid  artery,  400.  cured  by  compression  of  the  femoral  ar- 

Hemiplegia,  Dr.  Inman  on  a  case  of,  conse-        tery,  396. 

quent  on  syphilis,  608.  Hydrocele,  encysted,  Mr.  Listen's  observa- 
Hemicrania  and  tic  douloureux,  M.  Ducros         tions  on,  366. 

on  the  treatment  of,  by  cauterizing  the  Hydriodic  acid,  on  the  preparation  of,  875. 

palate,  878.  Hydrostatic  bed,  Dr.  Ogden  on  a  modifica- 
Hemia,  Mr.  T.  W.  King  on  the  causes  of        tion  of  Dr.  Amott's,  707. 

strangulation  and  deaUi  in  cases  of,  or  Hysteric  monomania,  Dr.  A.  l/>pes*s  caae 

the  signs  of   constitutional   or  humoral        of,  855. 

disorder  in  such  cases,  192.  Hydrosulphuret  of  ammonia,  Mi.  Randall 
,  strangulated  femoral,  Mr.  Toynbee's         on  a  process  for,  622. 


case  of,  in  which  the  sac  was  distended 
with  fluid  blood,  209. 

•,  Mr.  Collambell  on  the  reduction  of,  I. 


317. 

— ^— ,  Dr.  T.  C,  Stewart  on  a. new  knife  Ileus,  Messrs.  M'Nab's  case  of,  166 ;  con- 
fer operating  in  cases  of,  878.  tinuation  of  the  case,  275. 

Heumanii,  M.  on  the  preparation  of  muriatic  Indian  hemp,  Dr.  T.  J.  Farre  on,  209. 

acid,  334.  Indian  hemp.  Dr.  Clendinning  on  the  me- 

Hocken,  Dr.  on  the  varieties,  causes,  patho-        dicinal  properties  of,  279. 

logy,  and  treatment,  of  diseases  of  the  Inquest,  a  late,  in  the  North,  editorial  ob« 
retina,  476.  servations  on,  868. 

■  — ,  on  the  application  of  the  nitrate  Inman's,  Dr.  case  of  hemiplegia  consequent 

of  silver  to  the  outside  of  the  eyelids,  in         on  syphilis,  608. 

superficial  diseases  of  the  eye,  771.  Insanity,  Dr.  A.  J.  Sutherland's  lectures  on 

Hodges',  Dr.  J.  F.  case  of  diaoetes  mellitus,        the  theory  and  medical  treatment  of: — 
525.  Lect.  1. — Introduction,  297  ;  different 

Hodgkin,  Dr.  on  the  characters  and  struc-  theories  of  the  nature  and  seat  of  insanity, 
tural  peculiarities  of  a  group  of  morbid  298 ;  reasons  for  considering  the  seat  of 
growths  in  which  cancerous  aff.  ctions  are  the  disease  to  be  in  the  brain,  ib. ;  of  dis- 
included,  475.  '  orders  of  the  mental  faculties,  299 ;    of 

Hoffmann,  Dr.  on  the  doctrine  of  metamor«  fatuity,  ib. ;  incoherence,  ib. ;  delusion, 
phosis,  53'i.  ib. ;  of  disorders  of  emotion,  300 ;  hallu- 
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cination,  SOI ;  iUostoDy  90t ;  eiamplet  of  Knox's,  Dr. Robert,  oootribotiooi  toanatoroy 

each,   ib. ;    alteratioos  of  the  eentitive  and  physiology,  463,  499,  M9,  554,  586, 

nerres,  303 ;   altPiations    of  the  motor  637,  860. 

nerves,  304 ;  general  paralysis,  ib. ;  Fo«  Knox,  Dr.  on   the  statistics  of  the  vibrio 

ville*s  theory,  305.  humana,  305;  note  by,  on  the  statistics  of 

LscT.  3. — Alterations  in  the  blood—  fever,  770. 

pulse,  379;   disgnosis  between  phrenitis  Knox's,  Dr.  reply  to  a  memoir,  by  M.  Mal- 

and  insanity,  380 ;  signs  of  acute  inflam-  gaigne,  entitled,  recherches  sur  la  fr^- 

mation  seldom  met  with  in  insanity,  ib.;  quence  des  hemies  selon  les  sexes,  lee 

congestion,  active,  passive,  or  mechanical,  ages,  et  relativement  &  la  population,  901 . 

generally  accompanies  the  disease,  381 ;  King,  Mr.  T.  W.  on  the  causes  of  strengu- 

hypenemia— -Anaemia,   389  ;    alterations  Jation  and  death  in  cases  of  hernia,  or  the 

in   the  quality  of  the  blood,  383;   M.  signs  of  constitutional  or  humoral  disorder 

Couerbe's  theory  refuted  by  M.  Fihnj,  in  such  cases,  192  ;  on  the  causes  of  death 
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Insanity,  editorial  observations  on  the  treat-  mortem  examination,  675,  743. 

ment  of,  276.  Latham,  Dr.  John,  notice  of  the  decease  of. 
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tension of  the  uterus,  and  unusual  sise  and 
presentation  of  the  head  of  the  child,  81 ; 
from  oblique  position  of  the  os  uteri,  d3; 
from  rigidity  of  the  foetal  membranes, 
their  premature  rupture,  imperfect  dis- 
charge of  the  liquor  amnii,  over-distension 
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around  the  neck  and  trunk  of  the  child, 
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374  ;  a  tabular  view  of  137  cases  of  dages  in  puerperal  women,  753 ;  tabular 
difficult  labour  in  which  delivery  was  view  (No.  1)  of  100  cases  of  severe  in- 
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nates  and  inferior  extremities,  403.  cular  emphysema  and  cretaceous  concre- 
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of  sizty-siz  cases  of  shoulder  and  arm  fatal  termination — sectiocadaveris,  811.' 

presentations,  438.  Lect.  43.— On  the  treatment  of  uterine 
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Lect.    35.— On    labours  complicated  plea  of,  in  criminal  cases,  776. 

with  uterine  haemorrhage  after  delivery  of  Monomania,  hysteric.  Dr.  A.  Lopez's  case  of 
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Nott's,  Dr.  case  of  closure  of  the  vagina  in  Parkin,  Mr.  on  the  efficacy  of  caxbonic  acid 

infants  after  death,  255.  gas  in  gout,  151. 

News  from  Antigua,  910.  Peace's,  Dr.  oase  of  ligature  of  the  common 

Notices,  physiological,  940.  iliac  artery,  451. 

Pelvis,  Dr.  Knox  on  the  variety  in  form  of 

the,  554. 
Perforation  of  the  stomach,  Dr.  Holland's 

^  case  of,  and  consequent  peritonitis,  97. 
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Ovarium,   dropsical,  Mr.   Walne's   second  tbeir  remote  action  is  exerted,  468, 491. 
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PreUy's,  Mr.  case  of  loss  of  irritability  in  the 
glottis  following  a  wound  in  the  throat, 
742. 
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Priittte  toition,  editoral  obcerrationt    on, 

615.  681. 
Professional  success,  editorial  remarks  on 

the  most  likely  means  for  tbe  attainment 

of,  472. 
Prolapsus  uteri,  Mr.  Durant's  case  of  redac- 
tion of,  after  sixteen  years'  continuance, 

31. 
Pseudo-eructation,  Dr.  C.  G.  Child  on,  S86. 
Public  health,  Dr.  Leonard  Stewsrt*s  oration 

on,  delivered  on  the  70th  anniversary  of 

the  London  Medical  Society,  38. 
Pathology,  Mr.  Gulliver's  notes  on,  937. 
Pl^lebitis,  Dr.  K.  Chapman's  cases  of,  with 

some  preliminary  remarks  on  its  pathology 

and  treatment,  921. 
Physiological  notes,  957. 
Poor-law  Unions,  legal  opinion  as  to  the 

qualifications  required  for  holding  officM 

under  the,  910, 
Puerperal  convulsions.  Dr.  &  Harrison  on 

the  treatment  of,  before  the  full  term  of 

utero-gestation,  892. 


Q. 


Quack  medicines,  editorial  remarks  on  the 
sale  of,  210. 

Queen's  College,  Birmingham,  charter  of 
incorporation  confened  on  the,  with  the 
appointments  under  it,  656. 

Quinine,  sulphate  of,  Mr.  Ranking  on  the 
occasional  poisonous  properties  of,  72. 

Quinine,  death  from  a  large  dose  of  the 
sulphate  of,  430.    ' 

Qualifications  of  medical  officers  of  the  poor- 
law  anions,  legal  opinion  as  to  the,  910. 

Quackery,  editorial  observations  on,  902. 


R. 


Raciborski*s,  Dr.  A.  pathological  studies  on 

menstruation,  718. 
Randall,  Mr.  on  a  process  for  hydro-sol- 

pburet  of  ammonia,  6^9, 
Ranking,  Dr.  on  the  occasional  poisonous 

properties  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  72. 
Regulations  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  with 

remarks  upon  them,  by  the  editor,  779. 
Remuneration  in  general  practice,  editorial 

remarks  on,  536. 
Respiration  and  food,  M.  Virey's  objections 

to  Liebig's  theory  of  the  use  of,  254^ 
Retina,  Dr.  Hocken  on  the  varieties,  causes, 

pathology,  and  treatment  of  the  inflam- 
matory affections  of  the,  476. 
Retreat,  near  York,  extract  from  Mr.  Thur- 

nam*s  report  of  the,  783. 
Rheuniatico- catarrhal  fever,  case  off   with 

metastasis  to  the  toes,  432. 


Rickets,  Mr.  Alexnnder  Shaw  on  the  in- 
fluence of,  upon  the  growth  of  the  skull, 
539. 

Rickets,  Dr.  L.  R.  Smyth  on :— question  of 
the  ancient  or  modem  origin  of  the  dis- 
ease, 562 ;  opinions  of  Glisson,  Bate,  some 
Italian  physicians,  and  others  on  this  point, 
562  ;  history,  description,  and  morbid  ap- 
pearances of  the  disease,  563;  observa- 
tions on  the  pulse  and  circulation,  566. 

Roberton*8,  Mr.  John,  observations  shewing 
early  marriages,  so  common  in  oriental 
countries,  to  be  no  proof  of  puberty,  609, 
666. 

Robinson's  British  Quarterly  Journal  of 
Dental  Surgery,  reviewed,  425. 

Robinson,  Mr.  0.  on  the  mechanism  of  ab- 
sorption, 318. 

Roots,  Dr.  Houlton  on  the  collection  and 
preservation  of,  for  medicinal  purposes, 
719. 

Rosas',  Professor,  operations  on  the  eye, 
511. 

Royal  Medical  and  Cbirur|ica[  Society, 
papers  read  at  the : — Mr.  Frogley  on  two 
remarkably  similar  cases  of  osteo-sarcoma 
of  tbe  thigh-bone,  requiring  amputation  in 
both  instances,  75  ;  Mr.  Obre's  remarks 
on  gangrene  of  tbe  face,  and  its  treat- 
ment, ib. ;  Dr.  Hunt  on  cancrum  oris,  and 
phagedena  of  the  cheek,  and  on  the  effect 
of  the  chlorate  of  potash  on  those  diseases, 
76  I  Mr.  Luke*s  cases  of  strangulated 
hernia  reduced,  en  masse  with  observations, 
212;  Dr.  Clendinning  on  the  medicinal 
properties  of  Indian  hemp,  279 ;  Mr.  Ure 
on  the  removal  of  blindness  depending 
upon  palsy  of  the  iris,  280 ;  Dr.  Bence 
Jones  on  tbe  sugar  in  tbe  blood  in  diabetes, 
278;  Mr.  Listou's  observations  on  en- 
cysted hydrocele,  366 ;  Dr.  Bell's  account 
of  an  epidemic  which  prevailed  at  Teheran 
in  the  months  of  January  and  February 
1843, 367 ;  Dr.  Hodgkin  on  the  characters 
and  structural  peculiarities  of  a  group  of 
morbid  growths  in  which  cancerous  affec- 
tions are  included,  475 ;  Mr.  Dalrymple 
on  the  nature  of  the  ossification  of  encysted 
tumors,  476  ;  Dr.  Hocken  on  the  varieties, 
causes,  pathology,  and  treatment  of  the 
inflammatory  affections  of  the  retina,  ib. ; 
Mr.  Lloyd  on  the  presence  of  spermatozoa 
in  the  fluid  of  common  hydrocele,  ib. ; 
Mr.  Alexander  Shaw  on  the  influence  of 
rickets  on  the  growth  of  the  skull,  539 ; 
Sir  Benjamin  Brodie's  account  of  a  case 
in  which  a  foreign  body  was  lodged  in 
the  right  bronchus,  540 ;  Dr.  Webster  on 
the  statistics  of  Bethlem  Hospital,  with 
some  remarks  on  insanity,  541  ;  Mr. 
Lloyd's  account  of  a  third  case  in  which  he 
had  met  with  spermatozoa  in  the  fluid 
of  hydrocele,  ib. ;  Mr.  Toynbee's  practical 
researches  into  the  local  causes  of  deaf- 
ness, 542. 
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Rapture  of  the  vagina,  Mr.  Sanliey'a  case  of, 
837. 

Regulations  to  be  observed  by  students 
intending  to  qualify  for  practice  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  1843,  907. 


I. 
1.. 


S. 


St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  analytical  table 
of  the  cases  treated  in  the,  for  1841,  878. 

St.  Peter's  Hospital,  Bristol,  Dr.  W.  Budd 
and  Dr.  O'Brien  elected  physicians  to, 
688. 

Sacral  vertebrae,  Dr.  Knox  on  the  form,  &c. 
of  the,  687. 

San  key's,  Mr.  W.  H.  O.  remarks  on  medical 
reform,  594,  429. 

Sankey's,  Mr.  W.  H,  O.  case  of  rupture  of 
the  vagina,   837. 

Salmon's,  Mr.  note  on  strictuieof  the  rectum, 
880. 

Scarlet  fever.  Dr.  J.  H.  Watts  on  a  case  of, 
in  which  symptoms  like  croup  came  on, 
for  which  tracheotomy  was  performed, 
205^ ;  Sergeant  Domville's  remarks  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  case,  204. 

Scarlatina  anginosa,  Mr.  Charles  Vines'  case 
of,  S43. 

Seasons,  Dr.  Guy  on  the  influence  of  the, 
874. 

Sedillot's,  M.  case  of  hemiplegia  from  tying 
the  common  carotid  artery,  400. 

Seminal  discharges,  Mr.  B.  Phillips  on,  315. 

Senna,  Dr.  Christison  on  the  preparation  of 
the  fluid  extract  of,  877. 

Shaw,  Mr.  Alexander,  on  the  influence  of 
rickets  upon  the  growth  of  the  skull,  539. 

Sherwin,  Mr.  H.  C.  on  the  treatment  of 
calculi  in  the  bladder,  800. 

Skin,  Dr.  Willis  on  the  special  function  of 
the,  107. 

Skin,  human,  and  its  pathology.  Dr.  Olho 
Wuchurer  on  the,  54,  93. 

Skin,  Mr.  John  £.  Erichsen  on  the  employ- 
ment of  arsenic  in  certain  diseases  of  the, 
196,  238. 

Skull,  Mr.  Alexander  Shaw  on  the  influence 
of  rickets  upon  the  growth  of  the,  539. 

Smee,  Mr.  Alfred,  on  the  inhalation  of  am- 
monia eas,  as  a  remedial  agent,  59. 

Smyth's,  Dr.  James  Richard,  miscellaneous 
contributions  to  pathology  and  thera. 
peutics : — rickets,  267  ;  pathology  and 
treatment  of  the  affection,  ib.;  connection 
with  enlargement  of  the  liver  and  indiges- 
tion, 270 ;  iU  affinity  to  scrofula,  272 ; 
scrofula— its  pathology  and  treatment, 
ib. ;  gastrodynia— sometimes  cured  by  a 
dietetical  remedy,  273 ;  chronic  hydroce- 
phalus— a  cerebral  murmur  symptomatic 
of  its  first  stage,  273. 


Smyth's,  Dr.  J.  R.  miscellaneous  contriba- 
tions  to  pathology  and  therapeutics:— 
rickets,  .562. 

Snow's,  Mr.  description  of  a  new  pessary, 
100. 

Society  for  Relief  of  Widows  and  Orphans 
of  Medical  Men  in  Londou  and  its 
Vicinity,  336,  368  ',  editorial  remarks  on 
the  Society,  388. 

Society  for  Relief  of  Widows  and  Orphans 
of  Medical  Men  in  London  and  its 
Vicinity,  election  cf  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge  as  President,  573. 

Solly's,  Mr.  Samuel,  clinical  lecture  on  in- 
juries of  the  head,  933,  334. 

Soutbam,  Mr.  George,  on  the  injurious  effects 
of  mesmerism,  362,  459. 

Spermatozoa  observed  a  second  time  within 
the  ovum,  by  Dr.  Martin  Barry,  73. 

Spermatozoa,  Mr.  K.  A.  Lloyd  on  the  pre- 
sence of,  in  the  fluid  of  common  hydrocele, 
476,  541. 

Spiders  discharged  from  the  eye.  Dr.  A. 
Lopez's  case  of,  835. 

Spinal  arachnoid.  Dr.  Knox  on  the  structure 
and  arrangement  of  the,  463. 

Splenitis,  Mr.  Tapson's  case  of,  coming  on 
after  intermittent  fever ;  with  rheumatism 
and  signs  of  incipient  phthisis,  214. 

Stafford,  Mr.  R.  A.  on  the  treatment  of 
haemorrhoids  or  piles,  62. 

Starched  bandage,  Mr.  M'Cash  on  the  evil 
consequences  of  the  too  early  application 
of  the,  in  a  case  of  simple  fracture  of  the 
fore- arm,  602. 

Stallard's  Mr.  case  of  polypoid  tumor  in  the 
trachea,  275. 

Stewart's,  Dr.  Leonard,  oration,  on  public 
health,  delivered  on  the  70th  anniversary 
of  the  London  Medical  Society,  38. 

Stomach,  Dr.  Holland's  case  of  perforation 
of  the,  and  consequent  peritonitis,  97. 

Stober,  Dr.  on  the  diseases  of  children,  510, 
543. 

Stokes,  Dr.  on  cirrhosis  of  the  lung,  287. 

Strabismus,  M.  Jules  Guerin  on,  254. 

Stricture  of  the  rectum,  melancholy  case  at 
Bath,  erroneously  treated  as,  847. 

Stricture  of  the  rectum,  Mr.  Frederick  Sol- 
mon's  note  on,  880. 

Stumps,  Mr.  Leach  on  the  treatment  of, 
after  amputation,  by  irrigation  and  water- 
dressing,  802. 

Sugar,  Dr.  Pereira  on  the  varieties  of,  573. 

Sunderland's,  Dr.  John,  clinical  lectures  on 
the  theory  and  medical  treatment  of  in- 
sanity—see ''Insanity,  Dr.  A.  J.  Suther- 
land's clinical  lectures  on  the  theory  and 
medical  treatment  of.*' 

Sulphate  of  quinine,  death  from  a  large 
dose  of  430. 

Sydenham's  works,  suggestion  respecting  the 
publication  of,  by  a  member  of  the  Syden- 
ham .Socifty,  848. 

Suit;  adulteratiou  of,  at  Paris,  912. 
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Society  of  Apothecaries,  new  regulationa  cf  mode  of  organization    and  nutritioa  of 

the,  907.  certain  animal  tissues,  67, 

Stricture,  Mr.   Hudson  on  the   efficacy  of  Toy nbee's,  Mr.  case  of  strangulated  femoral 

warm  iujections  in,  930.  uemia,  in  which  the  sac  was  distended 

with  fluid  blood,  209. 
l'oynbee*8,  Mr.  practical  researches  into  the 
local  causes  of  deafness,  642. 

Y  Todd's,  Dx.  R.  B.  practical  remarks  on  gont, 

rheumatic  fever,  and  chronic  rheumatism 
of  the  joints,  reriewed,  424. 

Tapson's,  Mr.  Alfred  J.  Fellowes*  Clinical  Toothache,  cot's  mint  recommended  as  a 

Prize  Reports:— Erysipelas  of  the  face,  remedy  for,  480. 

followed  by  scarlatina  and  an  abundant  Transactions  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 

minute  vesicular  eruption,  cured  by  ape-  Surgical  Association,  VoL  II.  reviewed, 

rients,   ontimouials,  &c.   104 ;  splenitis,  ^^^*                                                       ^ 

coming  on  after  intermittent  fever,  with  Tracheotomy,  Mr.  Erichsen  on  the  sensibility 

rheumatism,     and     signs     of    incipient  of  the  glottis  after  the  performance  of,  with 

phthisis,  214;    melancholia  coming  on  the  description  of  a  new  instrument,  566 ; 

during  pregnancy,  without  much,  if  any,  remarks  on  this  paper  by  "E,"   720; 

derangement  of  the  general  health— con-  'epiy  to,  by  Mr.  Erichsen,  751. 

siderably  relieved  by  aperients,  morphia,  Trachea,  Dr.  Burndge  on  the  removal  of 

and  tonics,  S92  ;  measles  in  an  adult—  foreign  bodies  from  the,  with  reference 

treated  by  mercury,  saline  draughts,  tartar  "wre  particularly  to  the  treatment  of  the 

emetic,  &c.  477  ;  enteritis,  ushered  in  by  recent  case  of  Mr.  Brunei,  323. 

copious  discharges    of  blood    from  the  Trichina  spiralis.  Dr.  Knox's  notice  respect- 

bowels,  and  marked  by  the  usual  symp-  *"?  *^®i  8^^« 

toms  of  a  mild  attack  of  enteritis,  618 ;  Tumor,  polypoid,  m  the  trachea,  Mr.  Stal. 

delirium  tremens,  complicated  with,  and  lard's  case  of,  275. 

somewhat  masked  by,  pneumonia;   and  Tumors,  encysted,  Mr,  Dalryraple  on  the 

when  both  these  had  been  cured  by  the  na^^re  of  the  ossification  of,  476. 

use  of  opium,  calomel,  tartar  emetic,  and  Tumor  of  the  pharynx,  Mr.  Deazeley's  case 

leeches,  an  attack  of  hepatitis  came  on,  <>^  3^^« 

which  was  successfully  treated  by  copping.  Tumor,  non.malignant,  of  the  breast,  of  four 

blue  pill,  and  taraxacum,  683  ;  hemiplegia  years'  standing,  successfully  removed,174. 

ettttberculepulmonum — the  former  treated  Tunica  vaginalis  testis.  Dr.  Knox  on  oblite- 

by  cupping,  purging,    cantharides,    &c.  ration  of  the  cavity  of  the,  in  middle-aged 

With  considerable  benefit,  747.  and  old  persons,  860. 

Tartar  on  the  teeth,  M.  Mandl  on  the,  843.  Turpentine,  oil   of,  M.   Bouchardat  on  a 

Taylor,  Dr.  on  a  new  test  for  arsenic,  575.  convenient  mode  for  the  administration 

Taylor,  Dr.  A,  on  the  curative  influence  of  _,  °^»  ^^^* 

the  climate  of  Pau,  reviewed,  776.  Tyrrell,  Mr.  Frederick,  notice  of  the  sud- 

Tensortarei,  Dr.  Knox's  observations  on  the  ^^n  death  of,  336;   examination  of  the 

muscle  of  the,  861.  ^o^y*  ^^^' 

Therapeutics,  Dr.  Venableson  certain  sources 
of  fallacy  in,  their  causes,  consequences, 
and  the  means  of  preventing  them,  414. 

Thomson,  Dr.  R.  D.  on  the  proper  method  U. 
of  studying  chemistry  as  a  branch  of  pro- 
fessional and  general  education,  763. 

Thompson's,  Dr.  J.  B.  observations  on  the  University    of   London,    examinations    for 

climate  of  the  British  Colonics  of  New  ''bachelor  of    medicine :—- anatomy  and 

Zealand,    New   South  Wales,  and   Van  physiology,715;  chemistry, 7 16;  materia 

Dieman's  Land,  as  compared  with  that  of  medica  and  pharmacy,  ib. ;  structural  and 

the  Brazils,  Madeira,  and  the  Continent  physiological  botany,  ib. 

of  Europe,  766.  University    of   London,    examinations  for 

Thumam's,  Mr.  report  of  the  Retreat,  near  honours : — anatomy  and  physiology,  780  ; 

York,  783.  chemistry,  ib. ;  materia  medica  andphar- 

Tinea  capitis.  Dr.  Wigan  on  the  cure  of,  maceutical  chemistry,  ib. 

864.  Unions,  Mr.  G.  J.  Guthrie  on  the  payment 

Tissues,  animal,  Mr.  Toynbee's  researches  of  medical  officers  to,  112. 

tending  to  prove  the  non-vascularity  and  Unlucky  births,  75i£, 

the  peculiar  uniform  mode  of  organization  Urea  and  uric  acid,  Mr.  Ancell  on  the  pro* 

and  nutrition  of,  67,  duction  of,  385. 

Toynbee's,  Mr.  J.  researches  to  prove  the  Urethra,  Mr.  B.  Phillips  on  seminal  and 

non-vascularity  and  the  peculiar  uniform  other  discharges  from  the,  315. 
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Urethra,  on  saperficial  cauterization  of  the, 
for  the  cure  of  gonorrhoea,  816. 

Ure,  Mr.  Alexander,  on  the  removal  of 
blindnesf  depending  upon  palsy  of  the 
iris,  280. 

Urinary  deposits.  Dr.  Golding  Bird  on  the 
physical  and  pathological  characters  of  :~- 
carbonate  of  lime.  10 ;  cause  of  ammonia* 
cal  urine,  ib. ;  phosphatio  deposits,  1 1 ; 
solubility  of  phosphates  in  ammoniacal 
salts,  12;  in  carbonic  acid,  ib. ;  deposited 
by  boiling,  ib. ;  mistaken  for  mucus,  ib. ; 
crystalline  forms  of,  13;  phosphate  of 
lime,  14 ;  varieties  of  phosphatic  urine, 
ib.  i  sources  of  phosphatesj  15  ;  traced  to 
vegetable  ingesta,  and  destructive  assimi- 
lation of  nervous  tissue,  16 ;  pathology  of 
deposits  of  triple  phosphate  and  phosphate 
of  lime,  153;  fcetid  urine,  154;  phos- 
phates in  old  people,  ib. ;  in  irritable 
bladder,  ib.;  treatment,  ib. ;  siliceous 
deposits,  155;  organised  deposits,  156; 
supposed  filament  in  blooa-discs,  ib.; 
pus,  ib. ;  mucus,  157  ;  organic  globules, 
ib. ;  ferment,  158  ;  torula  cerivisiie,  ib. ; 
epithelial  debris,  ib. 


V. 


Vaccine  report  to  the  Secretnry  of  State  for 

the  Home  Department,  29. 
Vagina,   Dr.  Nott  on   closure  of  the,  in 

infants  after  birth,  255. 
Vagina,  Mr.  Walter  C.  Dendy's  case  of 

closure  of  the,  317. 
Vagina,  Mr.Sankey's  case  of  rupture  of  the, 

837. 
Varus  mentagra  and  gutta  rosea,  M.  Dau- 

▼erger's  cases  of,  treated  with  sulphate 

of  iron  externally,  911. 
Vascular  nsvus,  treatment  of,  943. 
Venables,Dr.observationson  certain  sources 

of  fallacy  in  therapeutics,  their  canses, 

consequences,  and  the  means  of  prevent- 
ing them,  414. 
Vines*.    Mr.   Charles,   case    of   scarlatina 

anginosa,  243. 
Vines',  Mr.  Charles,  case  of  meningitis,  422. 
Virey*s,  M.  objections  to  Liebig's  theory  of 

the  uses  of  respiration  and  of  food,  254. 
Vivisection,  Dr.  Hull  on,  882. 
Vivisection,  Mr.  Macilwain  on,  897. 
Vivisection,  some  remarks  by  Dr.  Samuel 

Johnson  on  the  subject  of,  941. 


ovaria,  entire,  by  the  large  abominal  sec* 
tion,  second  case,  544 ,  699 ;  third  case,  944. 

Warren's,  Dr.  J.  Mason,  operations  for 
fissure  of  the  toft  and  hard  palate,  876. 

Watts,  Dr.  on  tbe  tissue  upon  which  the 
remote  actions  of  poisons  is  exerted,  468, 
491. 

Watts's,  Dr.  J.  H.  account  of  a  case  in 
which  symptoms  like  croup  came  on  after 
scarlet-fever,  and  in  which  tracheotomy 
was  performed,  202 ;  Sergeant  Domville's 
remarks  in  continuation  of  the  case,  204. 

Webb,  Mr.  on  roaring  in  the  horse,  877. 

Webster.  Dr.  on  the  statistics  of  Betblem 
Hospital,  with  remarks  on  insanity,  541. 

Western  Lying.in  Hospital,  Dublin,  medical 
report  of  the,  620. 

West's,  Dr.  qbservations  on  some  of  tbe 
more  important  diseases  of  childhood :~ 
on  endocarditis,  738 ;  on  a  peculiar  form 
of  croup  which  occurs  as  a  complication  of 
measles,  796  ;  on  some  forms  of  paralysis 
incidental  to  infancy  and  childhood, 
829. 

Wharton's,  Dr.  case  of  artificial  anus,  940. 

Whitsed's,  Mr.  case  of  difficult  parturition, 
206. 

Widows'  and  Orphans'  Society,  postpone- 
ment of  the  annual  dinner  of  the,  170. 

Wigan,  Dr.  on  the  treatment  of  tinea 
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